Jl 1: r..-^ -  •  ; 

CAPE  OP  GOOD  HOPE 

LEGISL ATIVP  COUNCIL 

REPORT  OF  THE  tiovr.  COMMISSION 
ON 

CAPE  PENINSULA  MUNICIPALITIES 
AND 

THE  CAPE  DIVISIONAL_COUNCIL 

G.  21  -  1902 


1 1 1 ' '  M'  r' i ' '  •  «f>  -»n B^'ifr-syn 


. . m  ,  _ ;  - 


TV 


, 


* 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Duke  University  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/reportofcommissi01cape 


CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE. 


REPORT 

OF  A 

COMMISSION 


Appointed  to  Enquire  into  and  Report  upon  Certain 
Matters  affecting  Cape  Peninsula  Municipalities 
and  the  Cape  Divisional  Council ; 

TOGETHER  WITH 

PROCEEDINGS,  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 
AND  APPENDICES. 


Y  «o  1  u  m  e  X  « 


puscnteb  to  botjb  Rousts  of  IfJarlfament  bp  vffommanb  of  fj^ts  lExcdlentp  tt)e  CGobernoi. 

1903. 


CAPE  TOWN  : 

W.  A.  RICHARDS  &  SONS,  GOVERNMENT  PRINTERS,  CASTLE-STREET. 

190:}. 

[G.  21—1902.] 


Cape  Peninsula  Commission, 


CONTENTS 

OF 


PAGE. 


Contents  of  Report  - 
Report  - 
List  of  Appendices 
Appendices-  . 

List  of  Papers,  Maps,  &c.,  put  in- 
Minutes  of  Proceedings 
List  of  Witnesses  Examined 


T  to  IV. 

1  to  74. 

I. 

1  to  9. 

I  to  XXXYIL 
I  to  II. 


' 


CONTENTS  OF  REPORT. 


Commission  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor 


Page 


Report. 

Census  of  Peninsula — necessity  of  a  more  recent 
Local  Bodies,  Returns  from 

Commission’s  obligations  to  .  . 

Part  I.— The  Municipalities. 

Topographical  Statistics,  Areas,  Perimeters,  and  Contiguities 
of  Municipalities  .  . 

Municipalisation  in  Suburbs — origin  and  progress  of 
Local  government  in  Suburbs — origin  and  progress  of 
Municipalities  in  Peninsula — the  two  groups  of  differentiated 
(A)  Metropolitan  Municipalities. 

Population — Facts  of  .  . 

Population — Estimate  of  in  Municipalities  in  “near  future” 
Population — Percentages  of  increase,  white  and  coloured,  in 
localities 

Population — Density  of  in  Municipalities,  present  and  future 
Rateable  Values,  growth  of  for  six  years  ended  1902 
Rateable  Values,  comparatively  rapid  growth  of  since  1897, 
in  Metropolitan  Municipalities 

Revenue,  Public,  in  Metropolitan  Municipalities,  growth  of  in 
period  1897  to  1901 

Area,  Population,  Values  and  Revenues,  Percentages  of  in 
Metropolitan  Municipalities,  tabulated  and  compared  . . 
Water  Supply. 

Problem  stated — adequacy  of  supplies  for  present  and  “near 
future  ”  requirements 

Present  supply  by  three  systems — Capetown,  Suburban- 
Municipal,  Wynberg 
Capetown  system — its  possibilities 
Suburban — Municipal  system — -its  possibilities 
Wynberg  system — its  possibilities 

Those  systems,  summary  of  the  possibilities  of,  Deficiency  stated 
Present  and  “  near  future  ”  position,  seriousness  of 
Additional  Supply,  sources  of — Table  Mountain  already 
exploited 

Storage  facilities  necessitated  by  weakness  of  river  Mows — 
quantity  to  be  stored 

Catchment  areas,  necessary  characteristics  of 
Catchment  areas,  where  to  be  sought  for  . . 

“  Oliphant’s  Hoek  ”  scheme  described  and  criticised 
“  Steenbras  ”  scheme  described  and  criticised 
Scheme,  cost  submitted  of  an  adequate  .  .  .  .  33,  34, 

Drainage. 

Definition  of  drainage — character  of  drainage  required 
Capetown — stormwater  drainage  in  — Dunscombe’s  and 

Rigby’s  schemes  . . 

Capetown — portion  of  area  as  yet  unprovided  for 
Green  and  Sea  Point — provisions  and  defects 
Woodstock — house  drainage  how  mostly  provided  for 
Woodstock — stormwater  drainage — relations  of — low  levels  in 
Maitland 

Liesbeek,  Black  and  Kromboom  valleys — in  relation  to 
Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  Claremont  drainage 
Wynberg — drainage  of — Mr.  Dunscombe’s  proposals 
Suburbs,  southern — common  interest  in  drainage  scheme 
Sewerage. 

Definition 

Sewerage,  relations  of  to  drainage 

Sewage  disposal  of  in  Table  Bay  prohibited — earlier  plans,  how 
modified  for  Cape  Town  . .  . .  . . 

Cape  Town  sewers — capacity  of  . . 

Cape  Town  Docks— area,  sewerage  of 
Cape  Town  houses — number  of  undrained 


Par. 

Page 

,  2,  3 

1 

5,  6 

7 

2 

2 

8 

3 

9 

3 

10 

5 

11 

6 

12 

6 

13,  14 

6 

15 

8 

16 

9 

17 

9 

18 

11 

19 

11 

20 

12 

21 

12 

22 

13 

!3,  24 

14 

25 

15 

26 

16 

27 

16 

28 

16 

29 

16 

30 

17 

31 

17 

32 

18 

>5,  36 

19 

37 

20 

38 

20 

39 

20 

40 

20 

41 

21 

42 

21 

43 

21 

44 

21 

45 

22 

46 

22 

47 

23 

48 

23 

49 

2  1 

•50 

23 

51 

24 

52 

24 

[G.  21— ]  902.] 


«r» 

a 


Cape  Town — expenditure  by 
Green  and  Sea  Point — sewerage  of — defects  in  system — cost 
of  system 

Suburbs,  Southern — sewerage  non-existent — abortive  pro 
posals  for 

Suburbs,  Southern — Table  Bay  disposal  prohibited 
Sewage  purification — bacterial  methods  of  how  far  successful 
Sewage  purification — Boyal  Commission’s  conclusions 
Sewage  purification — Peninsula  Commission’s  Eecommendation 
“Lifting”  required  in  certain  areas 
Wynberg — sewerage  of — former  proposals  for — later  modificn 
tions — 9low  construction,  and  incomplete  provision 
Wynberg — insanitary  conditions  resulting  from  such  delay 
Suburbs  Southern — conditions  of  from  absence  of  sewerage 
The  Future  Administration. 

Present  method  of  administration  arrests  progress  .  . 

Board  of  Works — idea  of  a 

Board  of  Works — Melbourne  experience  not  encouraging 
Board  of  Works — why  approved  by  certain  witnesses — 
criticism  of  proposal 
Board  of  Works — modifications  suggested — a  “  Water  Board’ 

“  Water  Authority,-’  Criticism  of  t'ape  Town  as 
“  Water  Authority,”  Criticism  of  Woodstock,  Eondebosch 
and  Mowbray  as  .  . 

Boards  subversive  of  Municipal  efficiency 
Unification,  if  partial,  is  unpromising  and  is  as  likely  to 
meet  witli  as  much  opposition  as  complete  unification 
Unification,  complete,  recommended  and  why 
Unification  mooted  in  1892 
Unification  now  more  urgently  called  for — general  advantage 
of 

Objections  to  Unification. 

Increased  Eate 
Magnitude  of  Area 
I  >ecay  of  Local  Interest 
Evasion  of  Local  Preferences 
Failure  in  the  Past 
General  sentiment 
Financial  Aspects  of  Unification. 

Financial  Facts  support  Unification 
Accounting  Systems  not  uniform 
Commission’s  Abstracts  of  Accounts 
Large  Sums  Expended 
Cape  Town  Accounts  satisfactory 
Suburban  deficits  as  shown  by  returns  supplied  to  Commission 
Deficit  in  Green  and  Sea  Point  accounts 
Deficit  in  Woodstock  accounts 
Deficit  in  Mowbray  accounts 
Deficit  in  Eondebosch  accounts  .  . 

Deficit  in  Claremont  accounts 
Deficit  in  Wynberg  occotints 
Deficits  as  ascertained  by  Commission 
Criticism  thereon 

Percentages  of  Eevenue  and  Expenditure 
Establishments  compared 
Indebtedness  .  . 

Indebtedness— apportionment  and  purposes  of 
Indebtedness — amount  per  head  for  various  purposes 
Indebtedness — per  £  of  Valuation 
Unified  Council. 

Sub-divisions  of  Unified  Municipality  for  election  of  Councillors 
Eating  Districts  and  Wards 

Wards — number  and  apportionment  of  to  Districts. 
Councillors,  number  of.  . 

Councillors — distribution  of  for  Districts  and  Wards 
Wards — boundaries  of  . . 

Councillors’  Qualifications  and  Eights  of  Voters 
District  Committees  and  their  functions  .  . 

Unified  Council  and  Water  Supply. 

First  duty — investigation  of  sources  suggested 
Immediate  augmentation  of  supply 
Present  supp’y — administration  of,  methods  proposed,  and 
ultimate  effects  thereof 


Par. 

Page. 

53 

24 

54 

24 

55 

24 

56 

25 

57 

25 

58 

25 

59 

26 

60 

26 

61 

20 

62 

27 

63 

27 

64 

27 

65 

28 

66 

28 

67 

28 

68 

29 

69 

29 

70 

29 

71 

30 

72 

30 

73 

31 

74 

31 

75 

32 

77 

32 

78 

33 

79 

33 

80 

33 

81 

33 

82 

34 

83 

34 

84 

34 

85 

35 

86 

35 

87 

35 

88 

35 

89 

36 

90 

36 

91 

36 

92 

37 

93 

37 

94 

37 

95 

37 

96 

37 

96a 

38 

97 

38 

98 

39 

99 

39 

100 

41 

101 

41 

102 

42 

103 

42 

104 

43 

105 

43 

106 

43 

107 

45 

108 

45 

109 

45 

110 

45 

111 

46 

112 

46 

Ill 


Legislative  Provisions — riparian  rights  . . 

Legislative  Provisions — stormwater,  impounding  of 
Legislative  Provisions — Council,  powers  required  by 
Legislative  Provisions — compensation,  how  to  be  dealt  with.  . 
Legislative  Provisions — Arbitrators,  suggestions  for 
Unified  Council  and  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Suburbs,  Southern — new  survey  of  required 
Sewerage  scheme  urgently  called  for — sewage  disposal, 
necessity  for  considering  means  for 
Survey  of  Area  from  Salt  Eiver  to  Wynberg 
Sewerage  scheme — cost  of  . .  .  .  .  .  , . 

Unified  Council  and  Lighting. 

Electricity  and  Gas  in  competition 

Cape  Town  and  District  Gas  Light  Company  and  charges 
for  gas  . . 

Cape  Peninsula  Lighting  Company — capitalization  and 
criticisms  on  supply 
Cape  Town  charges  for  electric  light 
Capetown  Electric  Lighting — -financial  statistics 
Commission’s  Recommendations — electricity  and  gas 
Gas  testing  suggested 
Unified  Council  and  Roads. 

Disabilities  of  Municipalities  now  experienced 
Remedy  called  for 
Commission’s  Recommendations 
Commission’s  Recommendations,  Consequences  of  .  . 

Unified  Council  and  Extension  of  Boundaries. 

Camps  Bay,  Proposed  Municipality  for 
Camps  Bay,  Cape  Town’s  objections  thereto 
Camps  Bay.  Council’s  action  in  Parliament 
Camps  Bay,  Commission’s  Recommendations 
Rondebosch  Church  Lands — nature  of  difficulty  and  how  to  be 
dealt  with 

Future  Extensions,  provisions  for  , ,  , ,  , , 

Unified  Council  and  Rating. 

Re.tes,  Growth  of  since  1897,  Criticism  thereon 
Tenants’  Rates,  Commission’s  Recommendations 
Council’s  Rating  Power — Commission’s  Recommendations 
District  Rating — Differentiation  of — special  Improvement  Rate 

'B)  Other  Municipalities. 

Kalk  Bay — area  and  population 
Kalk  Bay — water  supply,  provisions  for 

Kalk  Bay — Recommendation  of  Commission  as  to  extension  of 
water  supply  to  Simonstown 
Kalk  Bay-  drainage  and  sewerage 
Kalk  Bay — sewage  disposal  in  area,  dangers  from 
Simonstown — some  statistics 
Simonstown — water  supply,  extent  of 
Simonstown — water  supply,  defects  of 
Simonstown — water  supply,  augmentation  of 
Simonstown — water  supply,  cost  of 

Kalk  Bay  and  Simonstown  revenue  and  expenditure,  criticism 
of 

Kalk  Bay  and  Simonstown  indebtedness 

(C)  The  Municipalities  Generally. 

Accounts,  Audit  and  Valuation. 

Accounts — Commission’s  Recommendation 
Audit — Commission’ 8  Recommendation 
Valuation— Dissatisfaction  with  present  method 
Valuation — Commission’s  Recommendations 
Valuation — Commission’s  Recommendations  ( continued ) 

Part  II.— The  Divisional  Council. 


Commission’s  Instructions  . .  . .  . .  . , 

Area  and  Population  to  be  provided  for  . ,  , , 

Enumeration  and  Contents  of  Divisional  Council  Districts  , . 
Existing  Sub-Divisions — Obsoleteness  of  , ,  . ,  ,# 


Par. 

PiOE. 

113 

47 

114 

47 

115 

47 

116 

48 

117 

48 

118 

48 

119 

48 

120 

49 

121 

50 

122 

50 

123 

51 

124 

51 

125 

52 

126 

52 

127 

52 

128 

53 

129 

53 

130 

54 

130  a 

54 

131 

54 

132 

55 

133 

55 

134 

55 

135 

55 

136 

56 

137 

57 

138 

57 

139 

58 

140 

58 

141 

58 

142 

59 

143 

59 

144 

60 

145 

60 

146 

60 

147 

60 

148 

61 

149 

61 

150 

61 

151 

61 

152 

61 

153 

62 

154 

62 

1  54a 

63 

155 

63 

156 

64 

157 

64 

Par. 

Page 

158 

65 

159 

65 

160 

66 

161 

66 

IT 


8ub-l  ^visions — Effects  thereof  on  personnel  of  Council 
Dissatisfaction  with  Divisional  Council—  Sources  of 
Manifestations  and  Causes  of  , ,  , . 

Abolition  favoured  by  present  Members  . . 

Abolition  recommended  by  Commission  with  modifications  of 
Divisional  Council’s  suggestions 
Rural  Council  indispensable  for  Roads  and  other  purposes  . . 
Rural  Council — Additional  powers  necessary  for  and  Village 
Management  Boards  to  be  superseded  . . 

Qualifications  of  Members  and  Voters 
Subdivisions  for  Electing  Councillors 
Rural  Council — its  Officers 
Rural  Council  and  Public  Health  Acts 
Rural  Council  and  General  Purposes 
Rural  Council  and  Revenue — Wheel  Tax  suggested 
Rural  Council  and  Revenue — Unified  Council’s  Contribution, 
other  Municipalities’  Rates  and  Valuations  .  .  , , 

Kalk  Bay  i 

Simonstown  and  Roads  .  .  , ,  . . 

Durbanville  ) 

Rural  Council’s  Accounts 
Rural  Council’s  Allowances  to  Members 
Recommendations — Summary  of 
Conclusion  . .  .  .  , . 


Tables. 


162  66 

163  67 

164  67 

165  68 

166  68 

167  69 

168  69 

169  70 

170  70 

171  70 

172  70 

173  70 

174  71 

175  71 

176  71 

177  71 

178  72 

179  72 

180  74 


Paok. 


Table  I. — Census  of  1891  and  of  1902,  facts  of,  compared 

„  II. — Area  and  Population,  density  in  Metropolitan  Municipalities  .  . 

,,  III. — Rateable  values  of  Metropolitan  Municipalities,  1897  to  1902  .. 

,,  IV. — Rateable  values  per  head  in  Metropolitan  Municipalities  for 

1897  and  1902,  compared 

,,  V.— Growth  of  Revenues  in  Metropolitan  Municipalities,  1897  to 

1901 

,,  VI. — Percenlages  of  Areas,  Population,  Rateable  Value,  and  Revenue 

compared 

.,  VII. — Deficits  of  Ordinary  Revenue  of  Suburban  Municipalities,  1897 

to  1901 

.,  VIII. — 1  (elicits  as  determined  by  Commission 

,,  IX. — Establishments  Expenditure,  and  Ordinary  Revenue,  Per¬ 

centages  of  .  . 

„  X. — Indebtedness  of  each  Metropolitan  Municipality,  and  purposes 

of  same 

,,  XI. — Indebtedness  per  Head  of  Population 

,,  XII.  —  Indebtedness  per  £  of  Valuation 

,,  XIII. — Appointment  of  Sixty  Councillors  to  Districts 

,,  XIV. — Rates  Assessed  in  Metropolitan  Municipalities  since  1897 

,,  XV. — Progressive  Increase  in  Rateable  Values,  Divisional  Council 

Valuations,  1897-1902 


5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

36 

38 

39 

40 

41 
41 
44 
57 

68 


COMMISSION. 


(Sgd.)  WALTER  HELY-HUTCHINSON, 

Governor. 

By  His  Excellency  the  Honourable  Sir  Walter  Francis  Hely-Hutchjnson, 
Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order  of  Saint  Michael 
and  Saint  George,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  His  Majesty’s 
Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  of  the  Territories  and  Depen¬ 
dencies  thereof,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 


To 


The  Honourable  Sir  Wil'Iam  Bisset  Berry,  Knight,  Speaker  of  the 
Honourable  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Alfred  John  Gregory,  Esquire,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Colony. 

James  Lawrence,  Esquire,  a  Member  of  the  Honourable  the  House  of 

Assembly. 

Thomas  Dyer,  Esquire,  Mayor  of  King  William’s  Town. 

Thomas  Stewart,  Esquire,  M.I  C.E. 

Walter  Edwin  Gurney,  Esquire,  Assistant  Controller  and  Auditor- 
General. 

Alfred  Jasper  Anderson,  Esquire,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.,  and 

Jean  Etienne  Reenen  de  Yilliers,  Esquire.,  LL.M. 

GREETING. 

Whereas  it  is  deemed  expedient  that  a  Commission  should  forthwith 
issue  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  matters  following,  that  is  to  say  : — 

1.  (a)  The  adequacy  or  otherwise  of  the  water-supply,  drainage, 
sewerage  and  lighting  systems  of  the  following  Municipalities  of 
the  Cape  Peninsula,  namely  : — Cape  Town,  Sea  Point,  Wood- 
stock,  Maitland,  Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  Claremont,  Wynberg, 
Kalk  Bay  and  Simonstown,  and  also  for  the  inhabitants  of 
Camps  Bay ;  both  in  regard  to  their  present  population  and 
probable  population  in  the  near  future. 

(^)  The  sources  from  which  increased  supply  of  water  could  be 
obtained,  and  the  probable  cost  of  the  necessary  works  to  store 
and  deliver  such  increased  supplies. 

( c )  The  best  means  and  probable  cost  of  any  new  works  to  deal  with 
the  other  matters  submitted  to  the  Commission. 

(d)  Whether  these  Municipalities  and  the  inhabitants  of  Camps  Bay 
should  be  left  to  act  in  these  and  all  other  matters  independently, 
or  whether  two  or  more  of  these  Municipalities  should  be 
amalgamated  into  one  Municipality. 

( e )  If  it  is  found  not  advisable  to  leave  these  matters  to  the  indivi¬ 
dual  Municipalities  or  to  amalgamate  these  Municipalities  into 
one  or  more,  then  whether  a  Central  Board  or  Board  of  Works 
should  be  formed  to  take  such  works  under  their  control,  leaving 
all  other  Municipal  matters  to  the  existing  Municipalities. 
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(/)  If  found  advisable  to  form  a  Central  Board  or  Boards  to  deal 
with  these  matters  theu  the  Constitution,  rating  and  other  powers 
that  should  be  given  to  such  Board  or  Boards. 

2.  (a)  The  advisability  of  abolishing  the  Cape  Divisional  Council  and 

handing  over  the  duties,  at  present  performed  by  them,  to  the 
existing  Municipalities  or  amalgamated  Municipalities  in 
Municipal  areas. 

(^)  How  and  by  whom  the  duties  at  present  performed  by  the  Cape 
Divisional  Council  should  be  performed  outside  Municipal  areas 
if  the  Cape  Divisional  Council  is  abolished. 

3.  Any  other  matter  connected  with  the  Public  Health  and  Local 

Government  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  which  I  may  hereafter  refer 
to  you. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  the  Governor  aforesaid,  do  by  this  my  Commission 
nominate  and  appoint  you,  the  said  Sir  William  Bisset  Berry,  in  conjunction 
with  Alfred  John  Gregory,  Esquire,  M.D  ,  B  S.,  D.P.H ;  James  Lawrence, 
Esquire ;  Thomas  Dyer,  Esquire ;  Thomas  Stewart,  Esquire,  M.I.C.E.  ; 
Walter  Edwin  Gurney,  Esquire;  Alfred  Jasper  Anderson,  Esquire,  M.B., 
M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.  ;  and  Jean  Etienne  Reenen  De  Yilliers,  Esquire,  LL.M.  ; 
to  be  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  and  reporting  on  the 
matters  aforementioned. 

And  I  do  hereby  order  and  direct  that  this  Commission  shall  continue 
in  full  force  and  virtue,  and  that  you  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  three 
or  more  of  you,  may  from  time  to  time  proceed  in  the  execution  thereof,  and 
of  every  matter  and  thing  therein  contained  although  the  same  be  not 
continued  from  time  to  time  by  adjournment. 

And  I  further  order  and  direct  that  in  carrying  out  the  ENQUIRIES 
aforesaid  you  the  said  Commissioners  shall  be  guided  by  such  instructions  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  issued  to  you  by  the  Minister  entrusted  with  the 
Administration  of  the  Laws  relating  to  Public  Health  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment. 

And  I  do  further  direct  that  you  or  any  three  or  more  of  you  have 
liberty  to  report  to  me  your  proceedings  under  this  Commission  from  time  to 
time  if  you  shall  judge  it  expedient  so  to  do. 

And  I  further  order  and  direct  that  you  do  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible  report  to  me  under  your  hands  or  under  the  hands  of  any  three  or 
more  of  you  your  opinion  upon  the  matters  herein  submitted  for  your 
consideration. 

And  lastly,  I  do  hereby  desire  and  direct  that  all  Public  Officers  in 
this  Colony,  as  well  as  all  His  Majesty’s  subjects,  be  assistant  to  you  in  the 
execution  of  these  presents  by  giving  you  all  such  information  as  it  may  be 
iu  their  power  to  impart. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  caused  this  Commission  to  be  issued  this 
Fourteenth  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand.  Nine 
Hundred  and  Two. 

By  Command  of 
His  Excellency  the  Governor 

©in  Council, 

(Sgd.  ARTHUR  DOUGLASS. 
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To  His  Excellency  the  Honourable  Sir  Walter  Francis  Hely-Hutchinson, 
Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order  of  Saint  Michael 
and  Saint  George,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  His  Majesty’s 
Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  of  the  Territories  and 
Dependencies  thereof,  etc.,  etc. 

May  it  please  Your  Excellency, 

Your  Commissioners,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  the 
terms  of  the  Commission  issued  to  them  on  the  14th  March,  1902,  have  now 
the  honour  to  lay  before  Your  Excellency  the  following  report  on  the  several 
matters  pertaining  to  the  Municipalities  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  and  to  the 
Cape  Divisional  Council  referred  to  therein. 

2.  At  a  very  early  stage  of  their  enquiry,  your  Commissioners  found 
that  the  only  available  statistics  of  population  within  the  area  of  the 
Peninsula,  based  as  they  were  on  the  Census  of  1891,  were  likely  to  be 
misleading ;  and  inasmuch  as,  in  the  absence  of  more  trustworthy  population 
returns,  the  requirements  of  the  community  in  respect  of  water,  etc.,  at  the 
present  time  as  well  as  in  the  near  future,  could  not  satisfactorily  be  arrived 
at,  your  Commissioners  approached  the  Minister  with  a  view  to  a  population 
Census  of  the  Peninsula  being  taken.  The  Minister  concurring,  the  Census 
was  completed  towards  the  end  of  July  last  ;  and  your  Commissioners  have 
to  acknowledge  the  obligation  they  are  under  to  the  Ministerial  Department 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary  in  this  connection.  Similarly,  in  order  that  right 
conclusions  might  be  arrived  at  with  reference  to  the  several  Municipalities 
and  to  the  Divisional  Council,  it  has  been  necessary  to  call  for  a  variety  of 
returns  from  the  Officers  thereof,  as  well  as  from  the  Joint  Committee  of  the 
Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks.  Your  Commissioners  gratefully  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  willingness  with  which  the  Officers  concerned  have  supplied  these 
returns,  necessitating,  as  their  preparation  in  many  instances  did,  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  labour  and  back  research.  The  readiness  also  with 
which  the  Municipal  books,  and  indeed  the  records  of  all  these  public  bodies, 
have,  when  desired,  been  placed  at  your  Commissioners’  service,  has  also  to 
be  acknowledged. 

[G.  21  —  1902.] 
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3.  Your  Commissioners  found  the  scope  of  their  enquiry  to  expand  as 
they  proceeded  with  it,  in  consequence  of  which  a  considerable  amount  of 
evidence,  as  herewith  annexed,  has  been  reported.  It  speaks  well  for  the 
public  spirit  pervading  the  community  that  so  many  prominent  persons  were 
to  be  found  willing  to.  give  evidence.  Some  of  these  persons,  Mayors  or 
Councillors  of  Municipalities,  submitted  themselves  to  be  examined  for  hours 
together,  and  in  some  cases  for  several  days  in  succession.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  add  that  your  Commissioners  have  been  much  aided  in  their 
enquiry  by  this  valuable  and  appreciated  co-operation. 

4.  Your  Commissioners  propose  to  divide  the  following  Report  into  two 
main  Parts.  Part  I  will  deal  with  the  Municipalities;  Part  II  with  the 
Divisional  Council. 


PART  I. 

THE  MUNICIPALITIES. 

'  5.  Topographical — The  Cape  Division,  that  is,  the  area  over  which  the 

Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape  has  jurisdiction  under  Act  40  of  1889,  is  in 
extent  approximately  423,786  acres,  or  662  square  miles.  The  portion  of 
the  Division  generally  spoken  of  as  “  The  Peninsula,”  that  is,  the  tongue  of 
land  whose  Eastern  boundary  is  roughly  the  Eastern  boundary  of  the 
Suburban  Municipalities,  includes  rather  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  Division, 
being  iu  extent  119,745  acres,  or  170  square  miles.  The  mountainous  con¬ 
figuration  of  this  tongue  of  land  is  well  known.  It  attains  to  an  elevation 
of  over  3,000  feet,  but  the  built-upon  land  contains  few  if  any  habitations 
that  are  at  an  altitude  of  over  300  feet. 

6.  Of  the  119,745  Peninsula  acres,  the  Metropolitan  area  of  the  City 
and  the  Suburban  Municipalities  occupies  approximately  21,726.  exclusive 
of  the  Camps  Bay  portion,  which  is  said  to  occupy  2,000  acres.  This 
acreage  is  apportioned  to  the  Municipalities  approximately  as  follows  :  the 
City  6,129  ;  Sea  Point  1,310  ;  Woodstock  1,609  ;  Mowbray  1,566  ;  Ron- 
debosch  2,189  ;  Claremont  3,386  ;  Wynberg  3,573  ;  and  Maitland  1,964. 
Further  Southwards  in  the  Peninsula  come  the  Municipalities  of  Kalk  Bay, 
in  extent  8,974  acres,  and  of  Simonstown,  in  extent  approximately  3,139 
acres.  Of  the  areas  so  municipalised  in  terms  of  Proclamations  issued  in 
that  behalf  from  time  to  time,  much  is  still  unbuilt  on,  and,  being  of  consider¬ 
able  elevation,  is  likely  to  remain  so.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  consi- 

juruc?,.  derable  area  lying  in  the  Constantia  locality  over  which  in  the  future  the 

io«.  population  may  spread  itself.  The  Surveyor-General  has  supplied  the 

following  measurements,  all  of  which  have  some  bearing  on  the  inquiry. 
Expressed  in  yards  the  perimeters  of  the  several  Municipalities  are  as 
follows  : — Cape  Town,  32,230  ;  Woodstock,  11,780  ;  Green  Point  and  Sea 
Point,  12,810  ;  Maitland,  15,290  ;  Mowbray,  13,220  ;  Rondebosch,  17,150  ; 
Claremont,  22,110  ;  Wynberg,  21,900  ;  Kalk  Bay,  44,210;  Simonstown, 
32,440.  The  Surveyor- General  also  states  that  the  Cape  Town  boundary  is 
conterminous  with  that  of  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point  for  8,260  yards,  and 
with  that  of  Woodstock  for  2,190  yards;  of  Woodstock  with  Maitland  for 
3,840  yards  ;  of  Woodstock  with  Mowbray  for  2,270  yards  ;  Mowbray  with  ' 
Maitland  for  620  yards  ;  Mowbray  with  Rondebosch  for  4,545  yards  ; 
Rondebosch  with  Claremont  for  6,820  yards,  and  Claremont  with  Wynberg 
for  5,165  yards. 

7.  Progress  of  Municipalisation  in  Suburbs. — Without  entering  too  much 
into  details  of  local  history  it  may  be  said  broadly  that  the  municipalisation 
of  the  lands  lying  Westward  toward  Camps  Bay  or  Southward  toward 
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Wynberg  is  of  a  date  quite  modern.  Up  to  about  1863,  when  tramway  and 
railway  enterprise  first  appeared  in  the  Peninsula,  the  City  of  Cape  Town 
was  practically  self-contained.  Particular  localities  had  already  received 
names  which  are  still  treasured,  but  Sea  Point,  Mowbray,  Eondebosch, 
Claremont  and  Wynberg  had  few  of  the  characters  which  are  regarded  as 
urban.  It  is  so  far  true  that  upon  the  selection  of  Wynberg  as  a  Military- 
Station  and  upon  the  settlement  of  a  colony  of  Malay  people  at  Claremont 
and  Newlands  there  followed  some  beginnings  of  au  independent  village 
life.  But  the  occupation  of  these  Suburbs  as  residential  quarters  was, 
practically  speaking,  the  consequence  of  the  facilities  offered  by  railway  and 
tramway  to  those  inhabitants  of  the  City  who  either  preferred  a  suburban 
abode  or  who  were  subjected  to  dispersal  owing  either  to  the  increased  value 
of  property  in  the  city,  or  to  occupation  of  much  of  it  for  business  and 
industrial  purposes.  The  latter  factor  has  been  particularly  effective  in 
populating  Woodstock,  where,  during  recent  years,  housebuilding  has  been 
and  still  is  going  for  waul  with  great  activity.  The  whole  area  stretching 
from  Sea  Poiut  to  Diep  River  is  now  occupied  by  an  unbroken  continuity 
of  dwellings,  numbering  in  all  about  23,000. 

8.  As  these  movements  of  the  people  proceeded,  it  was  only  natural 
that  a  necessity  should  arise  for  some  form  of  local  government.  Sea  Point 
obtained  a  private  Ordinance  in  1839,  followed  by  an  Act  in  1859,  which, 
however,  gave  the  Municipal  Commissioners  such  small  powers  that  they 
“  could  assess  no  rate  without  calling  the  ratepayers  together.”  In  1881, 
on  the  passing  of  the  Village  Management  Act,  Boards  were  established  in 
Wynberg,  Claremont,  Eondebosch,  Mowbray,  Woodstock  and  Maitland. 
But  Village  Management  Boards  were  soon  found  to  be  inadequate  for  those 
rapidly  growing  communities.  In  1882,  the  general  Municipal  Act  was 
passed,  and  advantage  was  almost  immediately  taken  of  it.  The  four 
villages  of  Wynberg,  Claremont,  Eondebosch,  and  Mowbray  were  united  to 
form  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  ;  but  in  1886,  Wynberg  first,  aud 
Claremont  afterwards,  seceded,  Eondebosch  and  Mowbray  continuing 
together  until  1890,  when  they  also  parted.  Woodstock,  at  first 
under  the  Village  Management  Act,  was  raised  into  a  Municipality  soon 
after  the  passing  of  the  1882  Act.  Maitland  took  advantage  of  the 
Municipal  Act  so  recently  as  1902.  The  Sea  Point  Private  Act  was 
repealed  in  1896,  when  the  Township  came  under  the  general  Municipal  Law 
of  1882.  Lastly,  in  1901,  the  Cape  Marine  Suburbs  Syndicate  acquired  a 
valuable  property  at  Camps  Bay,  in  extent  some  2,000  acres,  the  intention 
of  the  Syndicate  being  to  exploit  their  purchase  for  the  purpose  of  a  residen¬ 
tial  Marine  Suburb  under  independent  Municipal  control.  The  Syndicate’s 
lands  occupy  the  littoral  southwards  of  the  spur  of  the  Cape  Town  Municipal 
area  which  divides  the  land  from  the  Municipality  of  Soa  Point.  The  Town 
Council  of  Cape  Town,  being  averse  to  the  creation  of  another  independent 
authority  in  their  vicinity,  immediately  gave  public  notice  of  their  intention 
to  oppose.  In  a  Bill  introduced  into  Parliament  in  the  Session  of  1902,  the 
Town  Council  sought  for  power  to  extend  the  boundary  of  Cape  Town  so  that 
it  should  include  the  lauds  of  the  Cape  Marine  Suburbs  Syndicate,  so  as  to 
bring  the  area  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town. 
During  the  passage  of  this  Bill  through  the  Legislature,  the  clauses  which 
would  have  conferred  the  necessary  powers  were  withdrawn. 

9.  From  these  remarks  it  will  appear  that  the  several  Municipalities  of 
the  Peninsula  may,  for  the  purpose  of  your  Commissioners’  enquiry,  be 
arranged  into  two  groups.  First,  a  group  of  isolated  Municipalities,  including 
only  Kalk  Bay  and  Simonstown,  and  secondly,  the  group  of  intimately  related 
aud  continuous  Municipalities  within  what  may  be  conveniently  named  the 
Metropolitan  area.  The  Municipal  interests  of  the  first  group  are  those  of 
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expanding  but  distinct  communities,  out  of  all  relationship  uf  contiguity  or 
of  proximity  to  other  populous  localities.  They  are  detached,  and  it  is 
probable  that  they  may  go  on  expanding  for  many  years  before  they  come 
into  touch  with  other  Municipal  administrations.  But  in  the  case  of  that 
populous  and  unbroken  locality,  stretching  from  Sea  Point  to  Diep  River,  a 
quite  different  set  of  conditions  is  met  with.  This  locality,  though  in  its 
entirety  not  of  very  considerable  extent,  is  found  to  be  parcelled  out  into 
eight  autonomous  Municipalities.  The  result  is  that  each  of  these  eight 
Municipal  authorities,  while  having  a  very  restricted  area  of  control,  has  its 
own  administrative  staff  and  its  own  local  regulations  and  methods.  Not 
•uly  so,  but,  as  is  shewn  in  paragraph  6,  each  Municipality  is  so  widely 
contiguous  with,  or  is  so  closely  wedged  in  between  its  Municipal  neighbours, 
as  to  be  thereby  permanently  hampered  and  embarrassed  alike  by  the  want 
of  space  for  the  requirements  of  an  expanding  community,  and  by  an 
inability,  owing  to  the  circumstances  of  its  position,  to  carry  out  indepen¬ 
dently  any  appropriate  scheme  for  water  supply,  for  drainage  or  for  sewerage. 
In  the  earlier  days  of  these  Municipalities,  a  distinct  and  separated  local 
control  for  each  was  probably  unavoidable  and  may  have  been  beneficial. 
Already,  however,  any  such  necessity,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Commissioners, 
has  disappeared,  and  with  it  has  disappeared  whatever  benefit  accrued  from 
this  multiplication  of  jurisdictions.  Indeed,  the  evidence  has  satisfied  your 
Commissioners  that  the  conditions  in  which  these  Municipalities  now  find 
themselves  are  neither  favourable  to  their  progress  nor  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  ratepayers ;  conditions  indeed  which  are  largely  the  outcome  of 
that  impoverishment  of  resource  and  of  weakness  of  administration  which 
naturally  results  from  disunion  and  divided  authority  where  union  and 
solidarity  ought  to  be. 


(A).  METROPOLITAN  MUNICIPALITIES. 

10.  Taking  up  now  the  case  of  the  Municipalities  in  the  Metropolitan  area, 
your  Commissioners  first  invite  attention  to  the  following  table  which  shews 
the  comparative  facts  of  population  as  disclosed  by  the  Census  of  1891  and 
that  of  1902  : 


TABLE  I. — The  Census  Beturns  for  1891  and  1902  compared :  showing  the  actual  European  and  Coloured  population 
respectively  in  those  years:  the  increase  per  cent,  in  each  class  and  for  each  Municipality  :  the  actual  totals  and 
the  total  increases  per  cent : — 


Military  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  8,505 

Uitvlugt  Native  Location  ..  ..  5,252 
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11.  It  will  be  observed  from  this  table  that  the  total  population  of  the 
Metropolitan  Municipal  group  is  111,608.  This  total  includes  all  the 
inhabitants  excepting  Military.  Shipping  and  Natives  at  the  Uitvlugt 
Location,  and  is  the  total  which  will  have  to  be  regarded  by  your  Com¬ 
missi  >ners  when  tinaucial  facts  are  under  consideration.  For  certain  other 
purp<  sos,  however,  such  as  those  of  water  supply  and  sewerage,  the  number 
excluded  as  in  Notes  (b),  (c)  and  (d)  should  be  added.  This  brings  up  the 
grand  total  to  159,206.  Assuming  this  last  figure  to  be  correct,  it  will  be 
seen  that  in  the  eleven  years  between  1891  and  1902,  the  population  has  more 
than  doubled,  the  figures  for  1891  giving  a  total  of  78,866,  Your  Com¬ 
missioners  believe  that  it  is  a  fair  inference  from  this  that  in  the  “near 
future.”  for  which  provision  has  to  be  made,  the  population  within  the 
Metropolitan  area  will  be  approximately  half  a  million. 

12.  Among  the  noticeable  features  iu  this  return  is  the  fact  that,  while 
the  total  increase  in  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities  has  been  87*38 
per  cent.,  in  Cape  Town  itself  the  increase  has  only  been  33*81  per 
rent.  ;  Woodstock  has,  however,  increased  330*47  per  cent.,  the  white 
population  by  itself  in  that  Municipality  having  increased  by  394 '32  per 
cent.  Maitland  comes  next  in  the  percentage  increases,  although  there  the 
population  is  still  but  small.  Wynberg  has  increased  176*59  per  cent.,  shew¬ 
ing  an  increase  in  the  coloured  population  of  252*18,  and  of  120  66  per  cent, 
in  the  European.  Mowbray  shews  an  increase  of  251  * 4 5  per  cent,  in  the 
European  population,  and  of  only  64'09  per  cent,  in  the  coloured.  The 
iu  turn  shews  further  that  more  than  one  witness  from  the  suburbs  had 
i  rroneous  views  as  to  the  coloured  population  of  these  localities.  Thus,  with 
an  increase  of  coloured  population  in  Cape  Town  of  only  about  l,0t)0 
absolutely  — by  3  65  per  cent.,  it  was  not  expected  that  the  coloured 
population  of  the  Southern  suburbs  would  shew  an  increase  iu  the  eleveu 
years  of  16,552,  i.e.,  from  11,401  to  27,953  or  144*5  per  cent.  A  very 
noticeable  increase  of  the  coloured  population  is  met  with  in  Woodstock, 
Maitland  and  Wynberg,  in  which  localities,  especially  iu  that  of  Woodstock, 
such  increasej  were  not  anticipated. 

13.  In  view  of  the  highly  probable  contingency  that,  before  a  quarter  of 
a  century  has  passed,  there  may,  in  accordance  with  the  experience  of  the 
last  eleven  years,  be  found  a  population  of  so'me  500,000  persons  within  the 
Metropolitan  Municipalities,  the  capability  of  their  area  to  domicile  that 
number  or  even  a  larger  number,  becomes  a  question  of  much  importance. 
The  evidence  does  not  indicate  that  any  doubt  is  entertained  on  this  point  by 
competent  persons.  For  instance,  the  Mayor  of  Cape  Town  says  : — “  With 
“  increased  tram  accommodation,  practically  the  whole  of  the  mountain  sides 
“will  be  built  upon.  We  look  forward  to  seeing  considerable  building  at 
“Camps  Bay.”  Similarly,  witnesses  from  the  suburbs  look  forward  to  large 
increases  of  population,  and  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  possibility  of  such 
increases  being  accommodated. 

14.  The  following  table  will  materially  assist  towards  a  more  definite 
comprehension  of  the  area’s  capabilities  in  this  respect : — 


TABLE  II. — Shewing  the  Area,  the  Population,  and  the  density  thereof  in  the  several  Metropolitan  Municipalities,  1902. 
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(b)  Including  Military — 132. 

(c)  Includes  Military — 843. 
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15.  The  increase  iu  the  rateable  value  of  property  within  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Municipalities  has  been  remarkable  during  recent  years,  and  the  fact 
itself  is  of  considerable  importance  in  connection  with  your  Commissioners' 
enquiry.  The  increase  is  due  partly  to  new  buildings  and  partly  to  rise  in 
valuation,  probably  about  equally  to  either  source.  The  subjoined  Table  III. 
gives  the  rateable  value  in  each  Municipality,  and  the  totals  of  the  eight 
components  of  the  Municipal  group  in  combination  for  the  six  years,  1897- 
1902. 
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In  a  separate  column  will  be  found  the  percentage  of  increase  in  each 
Municipality  over  the  period  named,  and  in  another  column  will  be  found 
the  rateable  value  per  head  in  190‘2  :  the  highest  being  for  Cape  Town, 
£191  4s.  10d.,  the  lowest  for  Maitland,  £78  10s.  9d.  The  mean  is  £141  Cs. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  Churches,  Colleges  and  Schools,  Government 
Property.  Homes  and  Orphanages,  being  exempt  from  rates,  are  not  included 
in  the  fable.  In  Cape  Town  alone  these  represented  in  1902  a  valuation  of 
£1,798,600.  Municipal  property  is  also  of  course  excluded. 

16.  If  the  actual  facts  of  the  population  for  1897  were  available,  an 
accurate  comparison  could  be  made  between  the  rateable  value  per  head  in 
that  year  and  in  1'’02.  Assuming,  however,  that  in  1897  one-half  of  the 
actual  increase  in  population  disclosed  by  the  census  of  1902  had  been  con¬ 
summated,  the  subjoined  Table  IV.  has  been  framed,  and  shows  that  since 
1897  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the  rateable  value  per  head  in  all 
the  Municipalities  with  the  single  exception  of  Green  and  Sea  Point : 


TABLE  IV. — Shewing  the  Rateable  value  per  head  in  each  of  the 
Metropolitan  Municipalities  in  1897  (population  estimated)  and  1902. 


Rateable  value  per 
head  in  1897. 

Rateable  value  per 
head  in  1902. 

Increase  or 
Decrease. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Cape  Town 

90 

0 

0 

191 

4 

10 

101 

4 

10 

Green  and  Sea  Point  .  . 

219 

0 

0 

180 

11 

3 

-38 

8 

9 

Woodstock 

67 

0 

0 

82 

15 

5 

15 

15 

5 

Maitland 

(a)  14 

10 

0 

78 

10 

9 

64 

0 

9 

Mowbray 

62 

0 

0 

99 

11 

0 

37 

11 

0 

Rondebosch 

123 

0 

0 

150 

19 

8 

27 

19 

8 

Claremont 

84 

0 

0 

96 

14 

6 

12 

14 

6 

Wynberg 

64 

0 

0 

147 

17 

10 

83 

17 

10 

(a)  Divisional  Council  valuation  for  Village  Management  Board. 


17  To  complete  the  general  summaries  of  statistics  pertaining  to  the 
group  of  Metropolitan  Municipalities,  there  remains  to  be  added  a  table 
showing  their  annual  revenues,  which  your  Commissioners  herewith  subjoin. 
The  Table  (V.)  shows  the  progressive  tendency  of  the  several  revenues  for 
the  five  calendar  years,  1897 — 1901.  The  figures  are  those  of  the  total 
revenue,  and  include,  for  Cape  Town,  the  revenue  from  electric  lighting,  a 
service  which,  in  the  case  of  the  other  Municipalities,  is  supplied  by  a  public 
Company.  For  Woodstock,  Maitland,  Mowbray,  Rondebosch  and  Claremont 
th'1  totals  include  the  pro  rata  receipts  of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Water¬ 
works  during  1900  aud  1901.  The  Table  shows  that  the  total  increase  has 
been  in  excess  of  100  per  cent. 


LG.  21—1902.] 
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TABLE  V.— Showing  the  Public  Revenue  of  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities  ‘luring  the  Five  Years  1897-1 OU I. 
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18.  To  deal  with  the  statistics  of  Area,  Population,  Rateable  value,  and 
Revenue  pertaining  to  the  group  of  Metropolitan  Municipalities  in  a  manner 
suitable  for  comparison  and  for  other  purposes,  your  Commissioners  have 
prepared  the  following  Table  VI  which  shows  those  statistics  arranged  as 
percentages : — 

TABLE  VI. — Shewing  percentages  of  Area,  Population,  Rateable  Value 
(1902)  and  Revenue  (1901)  of  the  several  Municipalities  in 
the  Metropolitan  group. 


Municipality. 

Percentage 
of  Are>. 

Percentage 

of 

Popu'ation. 

Percentage 
of  Rateab'e 
values. 

Percents  !xr 
of  Total 
Ordinary 
Revenue. 

Percentage  of  all 
R.ceipts,  viz.  :  Ord. 
Revenue,  Water  and 
Electrio  Lighting. 

Cape  Town 

23-2 

45  m 

585 

70  12 

71-29 

Green  and  Sea  Re  nt 

6-0 

6*4 

6  4 

6-07 

4  05 

Woodstock 

7G 

17-6 

9-7 

6-86 

7'23 

Mowbray 

7-2 

o*9 

3'9 

3-00 

3-64 

Rondebosch 

10  0 

3-9 

42 

390 

4-25 

Claremont 

15  6 

P'3 

6'4 

5-84 

55 1 

Wynberg 

16  0 

9-8 

9-5 

3-94 

3-82 

Maitland  . . 

90 

2  6 

1-4 

•  27 

•18 

Total 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Note. — The  Electric  Lighting  receipts  are  available  only  in  the  case  of  Cape  Town,  the  Council  of  which 
is  the  only  one  which  gives  direct  supply.  The  water  receipts  from  Green  and  Sea  Point  are  merged  into 
the  Cape  Town  receipts.  The  water  receipts  of  Woodstock,  Vlowbiay,  Rondebosch  and  Claremont  (excluding 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  first-named  Municipality)  are  obtained  through  the  Suburban  Municipal  Water¬ 
works. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

19.  Continuing  with  the  case  of  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities  to  which 
the  preceding  paragraphs  and  Tables  have  reference,  your  Commissioners 
proceed  to  consider  the  question  of  their  Water  Supply.  The  instruction  to 
your  Commissioners  is  to  report  upon  the  “  adequacy  or  otherwise  ”  of  that 
supply  for  the  present  population  and  for  the  probable  population  of  the 
“  near  future,”  By  referring  to  Table  1,  given  on  page  5,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  total  population  of  those  Municipalities,  as  in  July,  1902, 
and  as  it  must  be  reckoned  for  the  purposes  of  a  Water  Supply,  is  15j,206  ; 
wherefore  it  will  be  by  the  reasonable  requirements  of  the  population  as  a 
whole  that  your  Commissioners  will  have  to  test  the  adequacy  of  the  present 
water  supply  of  those  Municipalities.  But  for  the  framing  of  a  report  on  the 
adequacy  of  the  present  water  supply,  or  of  any  proposed  augmentation 
thereof  intended  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  probable  population  of  the 
near  future,  two  things  must  be  determined  beforehand.  First,  there  must 
be  determined  the  particular  term  of  years  for  which  it  is  considered 
expedient  that  any  scheme  of  augmentation  of  the  present  supply  should 
provide  an  adequate  service  :  and,  secondly,  having  ascertained  the  present 
population,  and,  as  accurately  as  possible,  the  rate  of  increase  exhibited  by 
that  population  in  the  past,  it  is  necessary  to  frame  a  numerical  estimate  of 
the  probable  population  as  at  the  expiration  of  the  particular  future  term  of 
years  agreed  upon.  Now,  with  reference  to  the  first  of  these  requisites, 
your  Commissioners  find  from  the  evidence  that,  allowing  for  the  time  for 
the  completion  of  the  iudispensable  preliminary  observations  and  surveys,  for 
obtaining  the  necessary  legal  powers  and  for  the  time  which  will  be  occupied  in 
construction,  five  years  from  now  must  elapse  before  any  scheme  finally 
resolved  upon  can  be  brought  into  full  working  order.  Then,  your 
Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  any  scheme  such  as  they  could  recommend 
the  Municipalities  to  adopt,  ought  to  be  one  which  will  continue  to  meet  the 

c  2 
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requirements  of  the  population  in  accordance  with  the  probable  number  which 
that  population  will  have  reached  twenty  years  after  the  scheme  has  been  so 
completed — that  is,  the  population  as  at  25  years  from  the  present  time.  With 
reference  to  the  second  requisite — the  present  population  being  159,206,  the 
rate  of  increase  being  1 01*88  per  cent,  in  eleven  years,  and  there  being  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  rate  of  increase  will  be  less  in  the  future  than  it 
lias  been  in  the  past,  your  Commissioners  estimate  that,  at  the  end  of  twenty- 
five  years,  the  population  of  those  Municipalities  will  be  at  least  500,000. 
In  the  opinion  of  your  Commissioners  therefore,  auy  enterprise  presently  to 
be  set  on  foot  for  the  purpose  of  augmenting  the  Water  Supply  of  the 
Metropolitan  Municipalities  should  be  one  which,  in  combination  with  the 
sources  of  supply  now  available,  should  be  adequate  for  and  anticipate  the 
requirements  of  a  population  of  500,000. 

Before  proceeding  further,  it  will  be  advisable  to  formulate  the  capabilities 
of  those  sources  of  supply  already  available  and  of  the  expansion  of  those 
sources  now  in  progress. 

20.  The  Municipalities  which  are  grouped  in  the  Metropolitan  area  are  at 
present  supplied  with  water  by  three  distinct  enterprises  or  systems.  These  are 

First.- -The  Cape  Town  System  ;  responsible  now  for  Cape  Town, 
Green  Point  and  Sea  Point  and  Woodstock  (in  part)  and  hereafter 
also  Camps  Bay. 

Second.— The  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  System  ;  responsible  for 
Woodstock  (in  part),  for  Mowbray,  Rondebosch  and  Claremont, 
and  hereafter  for  Maitland. 

Third. — The  Wynberg  System,  supplying  the  Municipality  of  Wynberg 
and  a  few  persons  domiciled  in  the  Municipality  of  Claremont. 

21.  1. —  The  Cape  Town  System. — Excluding  the  yield  of  certain  valu¬ 
able  springs  situated  within  the  Municipal  boundary,  a  yield  which  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  500,000  gallons  per  day  for  the  dry  season,  the  Cape  Town  System 
is  one  for  the  collection  of  the  rainfall  from  a  catchment  area  situated  on  the 
top  of  Table  Mountain,  and  for  its  storage  in  reservoirs  built  on  the  slopes  of 
the  mountain. 

The  storage  reservoirs  and  their  capacities  are  as  follows  :  — 

Capacity. 

Nos.  1  and  2  Reservoirs  ...  ...  15,000,000  Galls. 

Molteno  Reservoir  ...  ...  ...  35,000,000  Galls. 

Table  Mountain  or  Woodhead  Reservoir  225,000,000  Galls. 


275,000,000  Galls. 

There  are  also  the  following  service  reservoirs  : — 

Sea  Point  Reservoir  ...  ...  ...  100,000  Galls. 

Mocke  or  Kloof  Nek  Reservoir  ...  ...  200,000  Galls. 

In  addition  to  the  completed  reservoirs  there  is,  in  course  of  construction 
on  the  top  of  Table  Mountain,  another  which  is  estimated  to  be  of 
200,000,000  gallons  capacity,  it  is  said  that  this  reservoir  may  be  ready 
for  service  in  twelve  months’  time.  The  City  Waterworks  Engineer  has 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  consumers  within  Cape  Town’s  limits 
of  supply  have  to  depend  upon  the  stored  water  during  six  or 
seven  months  in  every  year.  For  the  purpose  of  estimating  the  resources 
of  this  system  he  says,  “You  cannot  take  the  280  million  gallons 
stored  and  divide  it  by  80,000  (his  estimate  of  the  consumers)  and  divide 
the  result  by  the  number  of  days  in  the  dry  season,”  in  order  to  find  the 
amount  stored  per  head.  There  are  a  great  many  other  factors  to  be  taken 
into  consideration.  At  the  present  time  it  equals  16  gallons  per  head  per 
day  for  200  days,  and  with  the  contents  of  the  reservoir  now  being  con¬ 
structed  the  stored  water  will  equal  27  gallons  per  day  for  80,000  people  for 
200  days.  But  it  is  doubtful  if  80,000  is  a  sufficient  estimate  for  the  present 
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day  population.  The  city  population,  for  the  purpose  of  water  supply,  may 
be  taken  to  include  the  Military,  the  Shipping  and  the  native  population,  in 
all  80,714,  to  which  there  falls  to  be  added  the  population  of  Green  Point 
and  Sea  Point,  7,567  ;  total  8S, 28 1 .  The  per  head  allowance  per  day  is 
then  reduced  to  below  25  galls,  and  indeed  is  still  further  reduced  by  the 
55,000  gallons  supplied  daily  in  bulk  to  Woodstock  during  the  dry  season. 
This  estimate  does  not  include  the  yield  from  the  springs,  which  may  he 
taken  to  he  at  the  rate  of  5  galls,  per  head  It  is  thus  seen  that  the  Cape 
Town  System  when  completed,  with  the  new  reservoir  at  present  being  con¬ 
structed,  barely  allows  a  sufficient  reserve  for  a  200  days  supply  for  the 
population  already  dependent  thereon.  Looking  forward  to  the  25  years 
which  your  Commissioners  adopt  as  the  “  near  future,”  for  which  water 
supply  should  he  provided,  and  accepting  for  those  25  years  the  rate  of 
population  increase  which  has  governed  the  last  eleven  years,  there  will 
probably  be  at  least  180,000  consumers  in  the  whole  area  within 
what  would  be  the  Cape  Town  limits  of  supply.  For  this  population,  without 
taking  into  account  the  supply  given  in  bulk  to  Woodstock,  the  capacity  of 
the  Waterworks  will  be  a’together  insufficient.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
therefore  that  the  City  Waterworks  Engineer,  speaking  entirely  in  view  of 
Cape  Town’s  resources,  says  : — “  I  am  afraid  that  the  time  is  very  close  at  hand 
when  we  must  take  steps  to  augment  our  supply”  ;  and  again  “  The  Town 
cannot  Wait :  if  the  domestic  consumption  increases,  and  the  trade  con¬ 
sumption  and  the  consumption  at  the  Docks  increases  in  the  future  in  the 
same  rate  as  it  has  in  the  past,  we  shall  have  exceeded  our  supply  in  two 
years.”  The  Chairman  of  the  City  Council’s  Waterworks  Committee  gives 
similar  evidence.  “  The  supply  from  the  mountain  will  soon  be  insufficient 
for  the  requirements  of  the  city.”  The  storage  capacity  is  sufficient  “only 
for  a  time  :  not  for  any  lengthened  period.”  The  Mayor  says,  “  I  am  quite 
sure  that  Cape  Town  within  another  decade  will  require  a  very  much  larger 
reserve  quantity  of  water  for  its  summer  consumption  than  it  at  present 
possesses.”  The  opinion  of  the  Consulting  Waterworks  Engineer  is  to  the 
same  effect. 

22.  II.  The  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  System. — In  1898,  by  an 
Act  of  the  Colonial  Parliament,  the  Municipalities  of  Woodstock,  Mowbray, 
Kondeboscli,  and  Claremont  became  the  joint  purchasers  of  a  water  supply 
enterprise  which  had  been  existing  as  a  commercial  concern  for  ten  years. 
The  Act  came  into  force  on  January  1st,  i 899.  The  sources  of  water 
controlled  and  distributed  by  this  System  arc  certain  springs  situated  in 
Kondeboscli  and  Claremont,  the  principal  spring  oeing  the  “  Albion  Spring,” 
which  is  situated  in  Kondeboscli.  When  the  enterprise  passed  to  the 
Municipalities  it  appears  to  have  been  estimated  that  the  yield  per  day  from 
the  springs  would  be  H  million  gallons.  The  distribution  proposed  at  the 
time  of  purchase  was 


Liesbeek  River,  riparian  owner’s  share  .  . 

500,000  Galls. 
175,000  „ 

p.d 

Ohlsson’s  servitudes 

) ) 

The  Municipalities  on  a  population  basis  : 
Claremont  ... 

200,000  „ 

?  J 

Woodstock 

200,000  „ 

200,000  „ 

} ) 

Kondeboscli 

)  J 

Mowbray  ... 

100,000  „ 

)  J 

1,375,000  Galls,  p.d. 


Hence  it  was  believed  that  arrangements  could  be  made  to  supply  the 
Railway  Department  with  120,000  gallons  per  day,  the  Divisional  Council 
with  7.000  gallons,  and  the  Maitland  Cemetery  with  2,000  gallons,  in  all 
1,500,000  gallons,  per  day.  But  in  1901  the  total  yield  of  the  springs  for 
the  year  was  measured  at  349,378,500  gallons,  being  less  than  at  the  rate  of 
1  million  gallons  per  day.  The  shortfall  thus  disclosed  appears  also  to  have 
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Wen  experienced  before  the  purchase.  One  result  of  the  shortfall  has  been, 
and  still  is,  that  the  riparian  owners  on  the  Liesbeek,  including  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Maitland,  have  been  deprived  of  their  rights  notwithstanding  a 
declaration  of  those  rights  by  the  Supreme  Court.  The  Chairman  of 
the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  Committee  said  that  it  was  mutually 
agreed  that  the  distribution  of  the  water  was  to  be  on  the  population 
basis  as  above  stated  ;  your  Commissioners  are  therefore  unable  to 
understand  the  equity  of  the  actual  result.  For  Woodstock  with  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  25,032,  Claremont  with  a  population  of  13,166,  and  Rondebosch 
with  a  population  of  5,791,  each  receives  200,000  gallons  per  day. 
while  Mowbray  with  its  8,237  of  population  receives  100,000  gallous.  It  is 
not  surprising  therefore  to  find ,  as  will  more  particularly  be  disclosed  in  a 
later  section  of  the  report,  that  dissatisfaction  was  soon  felt  both  with  the 
available  supply  and  with  the  method  of  its  distribution.  The  population 
withiu  this  System’s  limits  of  supply  has  increased  from  18,546  in  1891  to 
52,246  in  1902,  or  at  the  rate  of  280  per  cent.  ;  and  as  the  total  yield,  as 
measured  in  1901,  is  under  a  million  gallons  per  day,  of  which  175,000 
gallous  have  to  be  given  in  satisfaction  of  the  Ohlsson’s  servitude,  130,000 
gallons  are  sold  to  the  Railway  Department,  and  some  odd  thousands  more  to 
casual  customers,  the  quantity  available  for  the  population  within  the  limits  of 
supply  remains  at  700,000  gallons  per  day,  giving  a  dividend  of  about  14 
gallous  per  head  per  day  for  the  whole  year.  But  as  there  is  no  reserve  of 
water  stored,  and  as  the  yield  of  the  springs  is  much  higher  in  winter  than 
in  summer,  it  is  abundantly  clear  that  the  average  consumer  must  have  a 
scarce  time  during  the  dry  season.  Your  Commissioners  therefore  need  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  provide  a 
supply  totally  indequate  even  for  existing  needs,  and  fatally  inadequate 
in  vieAV  of  the  needs  of  the  near  future,  when,  in  accordance  with  estimates 
such  as  have  been  applied  to  the  Cape  Town  System,  the  consumers  within 
the  limits  of  supply  of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  will  number 
240,000  at  least.  The  inadequacy  will  not  be  made  good  by  the  completion 
of  the  storage  reservoir  now  being  built  at  Newlands  on  the  mountain 
slope,  its  capacity  being  only  30  million  gallons. 

23.  III.  The  Wynbery  System . — The  permanent  sources  of  this  supply 
are  certain  springs  in  the  southern  slope  of  Table  Mountain,  rising  partly  on 
land  granted  in  1897  to  the  Municipality  by  the  Colonial  Government,  and 
partly  on  the  land,  adjoining  that  grant,  acquired  by  purchase  on  behalf  of 
the  Municipality  about  the  same  time.  This  land,  known  as  “  The  Orange 
Kloof  Farm,”  measures  1,100  acres,  and  forms  a  valuable  catchment  area, 
from  which,  reckoning  by  the  average  rainfall,  and  allowing  for  run-off 
equal  to  two-thirds  of  that  rainfall,  a  daily  supply,  equal  to  2|  million 
gallons  throughout  the  year,  is  believed  to  be  obtainable.  But  in  order  to 
utilise  the  whole  of  the  lands  as  a  catchment  area  for  this  supply,  a  storage 
reservoir  would  have  to  be  built  at  a  place  from  which  the  contents  could 
only  be  delivered  to  the  consumers  within  the  Wynberg  limits  of  supply,  by 
being  pumped  over  Constantia  Nek  or  by  being  led  through  a  tunnel 
there  constructed.  The  yield  of  the  permanent  springs  varies  from 
a  minimum  of  70,000  gallons  per  day  in  the  dry  season,  to  300,000 
gallons  per  day  in  winter.  Again,  in  summer,  the  light  rains  that 
occasionally  fall  on  the  mountain  catchment  and  on  a  portion  of  the  Orange 
Kloof  Farm  adjoining  the  mountain  catchment,  favourably  influence  the 
available  supply.  Much  more  water  appears  to  be  used  by  the  consumers  in 
summer  than  in  winter  ;  the  summer  consumption  being  estimated  at  450,0  0 
gallons  per  day;  the  winter  consumption  at  170,000  gallons  per  day.  The 
lessened  consumption  in  winter  enables  the  Municipality  to  fill  their  storage 
Reservoirs,  of  which  there  are  two,  one  having  a  capacity  of  11  million 
gallons,  the  other  having  a  capacity  of  23  million  gallons.  The  capacity  of 
the  former  is  now  being  increased  to  at  out  30  million  gallons.  The  distri¬ 
bution  of  water  is  controlled  in  the  following  manner.  The  run  off  and  the 
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yield  from  the  springs  suffice  for  the  consumption  during  the  winter  and  part 
of  the  early  summer,  but,  as  the  summer  season  advances,  the  supply  from 
the  several  sources  diminishes,  and  then  the  reserve  in  the  reservoir  is  drawn 
upon  for  equalising  purposes.  The  evidence  as  to  the  quantity  of  water 
available  per  head  of  population  is  somewhat  confusing ;  and  probably  the 
actual  lacts  are  not  determined.  There  are  2,500  habitations  in  the  Wynberg 
area,  but  only  1.500  of  them  have  leadings.  The  average  consumption  per 
day  for  the  year  appears  to  be  250,000  gallons  for  domestic  purposes;  the 
remainder  is  used  for  gardens,  supplied  to  the  Military,  or  sold  to  the  Railway 
Department.  The  existing  population  being  13,697,  there  would  be  an 
average  of  16  gallons  per  head  for  domestic  consumption  ;  but,  as  only  two- 
thirds  of  the  population  have  leadings,  and  as  there  is  no  free  distribution, 
the  average  to  the  paying  consumer  will  be  27  gallons  per  day,  exclusive  of 
what  is  supplied  to  gardens.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  whole  450,000  gallons, 
which  the  summer  supply  is  said  to  amount  to,  were  distributed  pro  rata 
amongst  the  population,  the  quota  would  be  about  26  gallons  per  day. 


24.  Naturally  it  is  for  the  Municipal  Authorities  to  direct  and  control 
the  distribution  of  the  Town’s  water  supply,  and  no  doubt  they  do  so  with 
due  regard  to  the  fitness  of  things.  What  your  Commissioners  have  to  point 
out  is  that,  without  allowing  for  any  deduction  in  respect  of  the  water  used 
for  gardens,  or  supplied  to  the  Military,  or  to  the  Railway  Department,  the 
existing  conservancy  provides  only  a  sufficiency  for  the  population  at  present 
within  the  area.  As  has  been  seen,  the  imputation  is  13,697,  and  the  rate  of 
increase  during  the  last  eleven  years  has  been  1 7 6‘59  per  cent.  Having  assumed 
500,000  as  the  estimate  of  the  probable  population  of  the  whole  Metropolitan 
water  area  in  1927,  and  having  assigned  420,000  as  thepopulation  therein  tube 
served  by  the  two  water  Systems  already  considered,  there  remains  an  estimated 
population  of  80,000  for  the  area  to  be  supplied  in  1927  by  the  Wynberg 
system.  Allowing  30  gallons  per  head  per  diem,  the  daily  demand  upon 
this  system  in  the  near  future  will  be  in  all  2,400,000  gallons,  a  quantity 
which  is  as  nearly  as  possible  two  millions  in  excess  of  the  supply  available 
at  the  present  time. 


25.  Summary  and  Results. —  Accepting  500,000  as  the  population  in  the 
near  future  (1927)  of  the  Water  Area  of  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities  for 
which  provision  has  to  be  made,  the  question  arises  to  what  extent  will  the 
existing  Waterworks,  in  combination  or  in  co-operation,  satisfy  the  necessary 
provision.  Assuming  thirty  gallons  per  head  per  day  as  the  minimum 
which  it  will  be  advisable  to  secure,  your  Commissioners  find  that  the  daily 
requirements  of  the  500,000  people  will  amount  to  15,000,000  gallons. 
Towards  this  amount,  the  three  Water  Supply  systems  which  have  just  been 
reviewed  will  contribute  as  follows  : — 

(1)  The  Cape  Town  reservoirs  (including 

the  reservoir  now  being  constructed) 
will  supply  throughout  the  year 
daily  .  2,500,000 

(2)  Springs  which  are  the  property  of 
the  Corporation  of  Cape  Town  will 
supply  throughout  the  year  daily... 

-  (3)  The  Suburban  Municipal  Water¬ 
works  System,  with  the  adjunct  of 
the  reservoir  now  being  constructed, 
will  supply  throughout  the  vear — 
daily  . ‘  .  .  1,000,000 

(4)  The  Wynberg  System  will  supply 

throughout  the  year — daily  ...  400.000 


gallons. 


500,000  gallons. 


gallons. 


gallons. 


Vollmer. 

6220-4. 


Total  daily  ...  4,400,000  gallons. 

Deficiency  ...  10,600,000  gallons. 


Estimated  Total  Requirement 


...  15,000,000  gallons. 


T.  Steioart. 
1-2942-63. 
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26.  Your  Commissioners  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  in  the  facts  and 
figures  thus  presented,  those  who  are  responsible  for  the  health  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  people  in  the  Metropolitan  area  are  now  confronted  with  a  most 
serious  problem  and  one  which  will  become  more  serious  still  before  very- 
long.  Your  Commissioners  also  point  out  that  while  they  indicate  the 
deficiency  to  be  made  good  in  the  daily  water  supply  of  the  future  at 
10,600,000  gallons  for  the  whole  metropolitan  area,  there  are  witnesses  who 
believe  that  at  no  very  remote  date  the  quantity  named  will  be  required  for 
the  City  alone.*  Your  Commissioners  believe  that  the  element  of 
uncertainty  creeps  in  both  with  the  rate  of  increase  of  consumption  and  the 
length  of  the  period  which  the  expression  “near  future”  is  meant  to  cover. 
Enough  has  here  been  said  to  prove  that  large  works  are  even  now  urgently 
demanded.  In  naming  the  deficiency  at  over  ten  million  gallons  for  the 
Metropolitan  water  area,  your  Commissioners  believe  that  those  who  are  to 
be  responsible  for  the  necessary  works,  while  keeping  that  amount  in  view 
as  the  minimum  additional  supply  to  be  provided  for  the  “  near  future,” 
should  nevertheless  pay  due  regard  to  the  necessity  of  adopting  only  such  a 
scheme  as  will  be  capable  of  being  worked  up  to  meeting  any  demand  up  to 
even  four  times  that  quantity. 

27.  Sources  of  Additional  Supply. — There  is  a  general  agreement 
amongst  the  witnesses  that  the  future  water  .supply  for  the  Metropolitan 
area  cannot  be  obtained  within  the  Peninsula.  Prom  the  rainfall  on  Table 
Mountain,  and  from  certain  now  unused  but  limited  catchment  areas,  some 
augmentation  of  the  supply  is  possible,  but  your  Commissioners  find 
no  evidence  to  support  the  .view  that  the  hitherto  unexploited  resources  of 
the  Mountain  can  be  depended  upon  as  the  water  conservancy  of  the  future. 
The  Water  Works  Engineer  for  the  City  is  particularly  clear  on  this  point. 
He  says: — “Judging  from  the  rainfall  and  the  area  of  catchment,  f  I  do 
not  think  that  you  can  depend  upon  Table  Mountain  for  a  very  much  larger 
supply.  I  think  it  would  be  folly  to  lay  ourselves  out  for  further  small 
works  on  Table  Mountain,  when  we  shall  be  in  need  of  so  very  much  larger 
supplies.  It  is  useless  going  in  for  small  schemes,  when  all  the  possibilities 
point  to  something  very  much  larger  being  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community.”  The  Consulting  Water  Works  Engineer  concurs,  saying  :  “I 
should  not  recommend  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town  to  construct  any 
additional  large  works  there,”  i.e.,  on  Table  Mountain. 

28.  Again  no  witness  has  appeared  before  your  Commissioners  who  has 
been  able  to  say  that  there  is  within  any  reasonable  distance  of  the  Peninsula 
a  perennially  flowing  stream  from  which,  all  the  year  round,  an  available 
daily  supply  approaching  ten  million  gallons  could  be  drawn.  Every  one  of 
the  so-called  rivers  within  that  range  is  little  better  than  a  storm-water  channel 
into  which  the  winter  rainfall  run-off  finds  its  way  from  the  governing  water 
shed.  These  “rivers”  run  strongly  during  the  rainy  season,  i.e.,  from  April  to 
September, — only  to  dwindle  during  the  summer  months  to  streams  so  atten¬ 
uated  as  to  be  all  but  useless  as  sources  of  supply  for  any  town  of  consider¬ 
able  size.  It  follows  from  this  that  in  judging  of  a  “river  ”  as  a  source  of 
supply,  its  winter  flow  must  be  strong  enough  to  yield  not  only  the  10  to  40 
million  gallons  for  daily  use  during  the  six  months  of  winter,  but  at  least 
another  f0  to  40  million  gallons  for  storage  for  the  daily  supply  during  the-- 
say — 200  days  of  the  dry  season.  In  short,  storage  is  here  an  inseparable  and 
indispensable  element  in  every  possible  scheme;  and  in  the  present  case  the 
minimum  storage  capacity  required  will  be  at  the  rate  of  10  million  gallons 
per  day  for  200  days,  or  2,000  million  gallons  in  all. 

29.  The  selection  of  a  suitable  locality  is  a  matter  requiring  great 
consideration.  It  must  be  a  locality  containing  a  catchment  area  whose 

*“  I  recommended  a  scheme  a  year  ago  for  a  supply  for  Cape  Town  of  10,000,p00  gallons  per  day.  " 
The  Consulting  Waterworks  Engineer,  Qn.  12970. 

+  The  run-off  on  Table  Mountain  raries  from  60  to  75  per  cent,  of  the  rainfall,  Qn.  12931. 
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rainfall  will  yield  a  run-off  equal  to  the  storage  reserve  supply  required. 
Conveniently  situated  within  the  catchment  area  there  should  be  space  for  a 
reservoir  of  the  required  capacity,  and  the  locality  should  allow  of  the  works 
being  constructed  at  an  elevation  which  will  permit  of  the  delivery  of  the 
stored  water  by  gravitation.  These  points  are  vital,  and  almost  equally  so  are 
certain  geological  features  of  the  country,  the  possibility  of  obtaining  in  the 
locality  a  solid  foundation  for  the  necessary  structures,  and  its  reasonable 
distance  from  the  area  to  be  supplied.  Your  Commissioners  have  evidence 
from  experts  regarding  several  localities;  but  no  expert,  with  such  scanty  infor¬ 
mation  only  as  he  has  in  his  possession,  is  prepared  to  stake  his  professional 
reputation  so  far  as  definitely  to  recommend  any  one  of  them.  There  is  a 
general  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  experts  that  a  much  more  complete 
hydrographic  survey  of  every  one  of  these  localities,  and  a  more  exhaustive 
observation  of  their  several  rainfalls  extending  over  two  years,  are  absolutely 
necessary  before  any  final  recommendation  can  be  satisfactorily  ar  ived  at. 

30.  Your  Commissioners  are  informed  that  the  Town  Council  of  Cape 
Town  have  appropriated  moneys  for  carrying  out  certain  observations  in  this 
behalf,  but  the  Town  Council  declines  at  this  time  to  have  the 
nature  of  these  investigations  made  public.  Your  Commissioners 
took  occasion  to  submit  this  aspect  of  this  portion  of  their  enquiry 
to  the  Minister,  with  a  view  to  having  the  necessary  observations  of  certain 
localities  carried  out  by  officers  of  the  Public  Works  Department.  The 
correspondence,  which  will  be  found  in  Appendix  “K,”  shows  that  the 
Minister  took  the  view  that  the  carrying  out  of  these  observations  was  a  duty 
pertaining  to  the  local  authority.  Your  Commissioners  have  therefore  to 
content  themselves  with  stating  in  effect  the  evidence  submitted  to  them. 
Reverting  to  the  localities  which  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  vour 
Commissioners,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  if  the  important  element  of 
distance  from  the  area  to  be  supplied  is  to  have  weight  in  the  determination, 
several  of  those  localities,  such  as  the  Twenty-four  Rivers  beyond  Saron  and 
the  Breede  River  at  Ceres,  must  fall  out  of  consideration,  inasmuch  as  they 
offer  no  advantages  which  can  be  regarded  as  compensating  the  increase  in 
cost  which  their  greater  distance  would  entail.  Your  Commissioners  have 
had  no  evidence  submitted  to  them  which  in  any  way  subverts  the  following 
statement  by  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  M.I.C.E.,  viz  : — “  the  range  of  mountains 
extending  from  Hottentots  Holland  to  near  Tulbagh  Ivloof  contains  a  number 
of  sources  from  which  an  ample  supply  could  be  obtained  for  the  future,  not 
only  for  the  future  requirements  of  Cape  Town,  but  of  the  Peninsula  as  a 
whole.  In  fact  I  might  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  I  am  certain  that  there  are 
areas  from  40  to  60  square  miles  which  will  yield  from  20,000,000  gallons 
to  30,000,000  gallons  a  day  at  a  sufficient  height  to  enable  it  to  be  brought 
into  Cape  Town.”  The  witness  proceeds  to  name  several  catchment  areas 
within  the  range  with  which  he  is  acquainted — the  Steenbras,  Palmiet  River, 
Witte  River,  and  Du  Toits  Kloof.  The  Oliphant’s  Hoek  catchment  area  is 
also  within  this  range,  but  of  it  the  witness  cannot  speak  from  observation. 
In  support  of  these  statements  by  Mr.  Stewart,  another  and  an  independent 
witness  gave  collateral  evidence — “The  Palmiet  River  was  gauged,”  Mr. 
Erskine  says,  “  where  the  Dwars  River  and  the  Leeuw  River  join,  and  it  gave 
a  supply  of  40,000,000  gallons  a  day  in  the  dry  season,  and  about  120,000,000 
gallons  a  day  during  the  fiood  season.”  Your  Commissioners  understand 
that  these  gaugings  were  made  at  a  place  900  feet  above  sea  level,  but  they 
are  not  prepared  to  say  that  Mr.  Erskine’s  observations  have  been  sufficiently 
exhaustive  and  prolonged  to  warrant  the  assumption  that  40,000,000  gallons 
of  running  water  can  be  obtained  daily  from  this  source  throughout  the  year. 

31.  As  the  schemes  for  bringing  water  to  the  Peninsula,  known  as  the 
Oliphant’s  Hoek  scheme  and  the  Steenbras  scheme  respectively,  come  within 

[G.  21—1902.] 
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the  possibilities  of  supply  from  the  mountain  range  which  has  just  been 
considered,  your  Commissioners  may  here  recite  some  facts  concerning  them. 
The  Oliphant’s  Hoek  proposals  emanated  from  the  Town  Council  of  Wood- 
stock.  It  would  appear  that  before  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks 
Act  came  into  force,  the  inhabitants  of  Woodstock  suffered  from  water 
famine  ;  and,  there  being  no  prospect  of  improvement  in  this  respect  under 
the  new  regime  of  the  Joint  Committee,  the  Mayor,  in  May,  1899,  arranged 
with  Mr.  Mostert  for  the  purchase,  in  the  Municipality’s  interest,  of  a  piece  of 
land  known  as  “Oliphant’s  Hoek,”  being  the  one-fourth  part  of  the  original 
farm  “  La  Roche,”  situated  in  the  Paarl  Division,  45  miles  from  Woodstock. 
Rising  in  the  Drakenstein  Mountains  and  within  the  lands  of  “  Oliphant’s 
Hoek,”  a  stream,  bearing  the  same  name,  flows  westwards  eight  miles  to 
“  Coma  Drift,”  where,  being  joined  by  other  streams,  it  becomes  the 
Wemmer’s  Hoek  River,  which  again  is  a  tributary  of  the  Berg  River,  and 
falls  into  it  after  passing  a  few  other  properties.  Oliphant’s  Hoek  farm  was 
acquired  on  behalf  of  Woodstock  for  £5,000,  and  what  were  represented  to 
be  “  the  riparian  rights  down  to  the  Berg  River  ”  were  acquired  for  a  further 
sum  of  £20,000.  The  purchase  price  of  £5,000  was  charged  against  proceeds 
of  land  sales,  while  for  the  £20,000  certain  debentures,  bearing  interest  at 
5  per  cent.,  were  issued.  This  enterprise  proposes  to  construct,  at  a  point 
below  “  Coma  Drift,”  a  storage  reservoir  of  280  million  gallons  capacity  at  a 
cost  of  £75,000  ;  whence  the  water  is  to  be  conveyed  over  the  intervening  45 
miles  in  iron  pipes,  delivering  3  million  gallons  per  day,  at  a  total  estimated  cost 
for  the  scheme  of  £300,000.  The  Council  have  had  difficulties  with  this 
purchase.  It  was  made  in  the  first  instance  without  the  consent  of  the  rate¬ 
payers,  and  without  the  previous  sanction  of  the  Governor,  which  was  indis¬ 
pensable.  The  Council  has  been  interdicted  by  the  Supreme  Court  from 
using  Municipal  funds  to  pay  interest  on  the  debentures,  but  the  ratepayers 
in  public  meeting  have  since  resolved  not  to  part  with  the  property.  Your 
Commissioners  find  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  water  found  within  this 
locality  is  excellent  in  quality  and  sufficient  in  quantity  to  yield  the  promised 
three  million  gallons  a  day  of  reserve  water  for  a  dry  season  of  ninety-three  days. 
But  the  evidence  brought  before  your  Commissioners  did  not  satisfy  them  that 
the  preliminary  examinations  and  survey  of  the  locality  had  been  sufficiently 
exhaustive*  to  warrant  a  preference  in  its  favour,  especially  in  view  of  the 
much  larger  reserve  of  10  to  40  million  gallons  a  day  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  Commissioners,  has  to  be  secured.  Moreover  the  adequacy  of  the 
collecting  area  in  respect  of  its  rainfall  run-off  has  not  been  ascertained 
through  two  seasons,  the  possibility  of  placing  thereon  a  reservoir  of  the 
required  capacity  has  not  been  determined,  the  suitabilty  of  the  ground  has 
not  been  tested  by  trial  pits,  and  the  rights  of  the  riparian  owners  along  the 
Berg  River  are  still  unknown,  and  may  prove  an  insuperable  difficulty.  On 
the  whole,  your  Commissioners  believe  that  the  ratepayers  of  Woodstock 
may  well  congratulate  themselves  on  not  having  been  finally  committed  to 
what  has  many  of  the  characters  of  a  hastily-considered  scheme. 

32.  The  Steenbras  River,  a  short  stream  rising  in  the  Hottentots  Hol¬ 
land  mountains  and  falling  iuto  False  Bay  on  the  Eastern  coast,  between 
Gordon’s  Bay  and  Kogel  Bay,  appears  to  have  been  first  seriously  thought 
of  as  a  source  of  water  for  the  Peninsula  in  1898,  when  it  was  mooted  at  a 
conference  of  the  Town  Councils  of  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray,  which  met  to 
consider  the  question  of  augmenting  the  admittedly  poor  supply  these 
Municipalities  secured  from  the  Suburban  Company.  As  a  result  of  inspec¬ 
tions  and  reports,  the  two  Town  Councils  effected  jointly  the  purchase  of  a 


•  The  Town  Engineer  of  Woodstock  (Qn.  4140-50)  take*  his  measurement  of  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
catchment  area  from  the  Surveyor-General’,  map,  and  assume,  a  rainfall  of  30  inches  on  the  return  wbicL  is 
given  in  the  “  Arg-u.  Annual.’’ 
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certaiu  piece  of  land,  known  as  “  Stanford's  Farm,”  on  the  river,  which  farm, 
with  certain  laud  contiguous  thereto,  was  thought  to  carry  with  it  the  water 
rights  of  the  Steenbras  River.  The  purchase  price  was  £20,000.  The  pro¬ 
posal  was  to  construct  a  storage  reservoir  in  the  Steenbras  River  valley, 
where  a  collecting  area  some  24  square  miles  in  extent  would  be  obtainable, 
and  where  a  very  considerable  reserve  of  water  could  be  stored.  The  water 
was  to  be  brought  by  pipe  large  enough,  if  such  was  desired,  to  deliver  water 
to  villages  on  the  route;  and  to  terminate  at  Mowbray  for  the  si’pply  of 
Eondebosch,  Claremont  and  Mowbray.  “  Our  idea  is,”  said  the  Mayor  of 
Mowbray,  “  that  the  present  Committee  ( i.e .,  the  joint  Committee  of  the 
Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks)  should  take  it  over;  and  they  are  willing.” 
Mr.  T.  Stewart,  M.I.C.E.,  was  professionally  engaged  to  submit  plans  and 
estimates  (his  report  will  be  found  in  Appendix  C).  Woodstock  was  not  to 
participate,  because  Woodstock  was  already  busy  with  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
scheme  “  which  they  wanted  to  keep  for  themselves.”  Cape  Town  was  to 
have  its  independent  supply  from  a  third  source — the  “Witte  River,”  just 
above  Wellington.  The  Steenbras  enterprise,  however,  has  been  held  in 
abeyance;  the  reason  being  that  the  results  of  a  more  comprehensive  survey 
than  was  known  to  the  Councils  at  the  time  when  they  purchased  “Stanford’s 
Farm,”  included  certain  essential  Crown  Lands  in  another  property,  namely,  that 
of  “  Kogel  Hay  Farm.”  Litigation  following,  the  Supreme  Court  ruled, 
inter  alia ,  the  so-called  Crown  Land  to  be  part  of  “  Kogel  Bay  Farm.” 
Against  this  decision  an  appeal  has  been  lodged,  and  the  scheme  has  so  far 
been  baulked.  Objection  has  been  taken  to  the  character  of  the  water  obtain¬ 
able  from  this  area  on  account  of  its  being  much  discoloured  by  the  abundant 
growth  of  “  Palmiet ,”  concerning  which  a  memorandum  will  be  found  in 
Appendix  I.  It  is  doubtful  if  this  plant  can  be  got  rid  of;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  said  to  be  harmless.  The  collecting  area  of  the  Steenbras  is  con¬ 
siderable,  and  the  average  rainfall  has  been  fairly  well  ascertained.  But,  to 
bring  the  scheme  to  a  completion,  it  will  be  necessary  to  expropriate  “  three 
farms,”  which  would  have  to  be  submerged  by  the  storage  reservoir.  The 
Mayor  of  Mowbray  said :  “  These  three  farms  he  (Mr.  Struben)  offers  us  for 
£23,000,  and  the  water  scheme  could  not  go  ou  unless  we  bought  them.” 

33.  Your  Commissioners  are  instructed  to  submit  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  any  adequate  scheino,  but  from  what  has  already  been  said,  it  conn  >t 
but  be  apparent  that  any  such  estimate  must  be  made  with  hesitation. 
Your  Commissioners,  however,  have  been  supplied  with  some  information, 
from  which  it  seems  possible  to  arrive  at  a  knowledge  of  what  will  be  the 
minimum  cost  of  such  an  enterprise  as  will  be  acceptable  and  complete. 

31.  Mr.  Stewart  states  that  to  bring  in  a  ten  million  gallons  daily 
supply  will  require  a  thirty-six  inch  iron  pipe.  A  thirty-six  inch  pipe, 
under  certain  conditions  of  pressure,  will  deliver  10,030,000  gallons  in  24 
hours.  To  lay  a  pipe  in  a  manuer  suitable  for  a  scheme  of  such  magnitude 
will,  in.his  opinion,  cost  £25,000  per  mile.  The  nearest  locality  in  which  the 
required  water  can  be  collected  will  probably  be  fifty  miles  distant  from  the  area 
where  it  has  to  be  delivered.  The  pipe  will  therefore  cost  £ L, 250, 000. 

35.  Reservoir  construction,  as  far  as  cost  is  concerned,  varies  much. 
Cape  Town  mountain  reservoirs  have  cost  in  round  figures  £1,000  per  million 
gallous  capacity.  The  reservoir  now  being  built  at  Newlands  was  started  on 
an  estimate  of  £2,500  per  million  gallous  capacity.  Mr.  Stewart  said,  “  It 
is  in  the  case  of  making  a  reservoir  that  the  uncertainty  in  cost  is  likely  to 
arise.  I  have  seldom  exceeded  the  estimate  whore  the  works  have  consisted 
principally  of  a  pipe  line,  unless  there  has  been  a  great  rise  in  the  price  of 
iron  in  England  between  the  dates  of  the  furnishing  of  the  estimates  and  the 
beginning  of  the  works,  which  is  sometimes  a  matter  of  years.” 
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30.  With  these  facts  to  guide  them,  your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion 
that  H  millions  sterling  is  a  reasonable  minimum  of  cost  likely  to  be  incurred 
in  storing  a  sufficiency  of  reserve  water  for  a  200  days  supply  of  10,000,000 
gallons,  and  in  bringing  that  amount  of  water  bv  means  of  an  iron  pipe  over 
46  or  50  miles  of  country.  This  estimate  does  not  include  compensation  to 
owners,  cost  of  lands  to  be  acquired,  wavleaves,  and  other  incidental  charges. 

DRAINAGE. 

37.  In  this  section  the  term  “  drainage  ”  is  used  by  your  Commissioners 
to  designate  those  provisions  which  have  been  made,  or  which  still  need  to  be 
made,  within  the  area  controlled  by  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities  for 
carrying  off  the  unstored  rainfall.  The  elevated  mountain  centre,  with  its 
precipitous  sides  and  steep  slopes,  while  in  one  way  favourable  to  drainage, 
nevertheless  creates  some  special  difficulties.  In  the  sudden,  severe  and 
frequently  recurring  storms  in  winter,  immense  volumes  of  water  flow  over 
the  mountain’s  cliffs  and  the  sloping  lower  lands.  To  reach  river  or  sea,  these 
volumes  of  water  have  to  traverse  the  inhabited  zone  that  lies  between.  A 
rainfall  is  often  registered  of  four  inches  or  even  more  in  twenty-four 
hours  and  the  storms  are  productive  of  drainage  difficulties  which  are  bound 
to  recur  periodically.  The  deep  water-worn  channels  met  with  on  the 
mountain  face  are  the  “testimony  of  the  rocks”  to  what  has  been,  and  the 
experience  of  the  winter  season  just  ended  (1902)  confirms  the  evidence. 
Not  only  so,  but  in  all  such  localities,  as  wood  and  undergrowth  disappear, 
as  the  grassy  slopes  are  laid  bare,  and  as  the  larger  areas  are  built  upon,  the 
rush  of  stormwater  tends  to  become  more  violent,  precipitate  and  resistless. 
Therefore,  it  goes  almost  without  saying  that  in  the  absence  of  adequate 
provision  for  confining  and  directing  the  flood  much  damage  to  property, 
public  and  private,  must  result,  damage  which,  in  the  one  case  as  in  the 
other,  may  have  to  be  made  good  by  the  local  authority  if  neglect  be  proved. 

m-’9i.  38.  Reporting  on  the  drainage  of  Cape  Town,  Mr.  Dunscombe  says  : 

“  The  district  is  divided  by  numerous  minor  valley  lines  or  watercourses 
which  formerly  were  open  channels  ;  and  as  the  City  has  extended  these 
have  been  converted  into  culverted  conduits.”  This  Engineer  further  refers 
to  “several  old  brick  culverts  of  large  capacity  that  have  been  used  for 
surface  water  ;  and  so,  to  make  complete  provision  for  all  surface  water  it 
will  only  be  necessary  to  construct  some  short  lengths  of  new  water  culverts 
in  certain  streets.”  But  his  Report  does  not  appear  to  have  been  fully 
.  ^  adopted  by  the  Town  Council.  For  it  is  found  that  in  the  following  year, 
that  is  in  1892,  the  Council  appointed  their  own  Drainage  Engineer,  who 
is  now  at  the  instance  of  the  Council  carrying  out  a  system  of  stormwater 
rugby.  drainage  designed  by  him  for  the  Municipality.  It  was  not  until  January, 

pm.  1899,  however,  that  a  beginning  was  really  made  with  the  construction  of 

the  stormwater  sewers.  These  sewers  are  designed  to  carry  away  all  the 
rainwater  which  may  fall  upon  areas  of  land  within  the  mountainous  amphi- 
Mghy.  theatre  of  Table  Mountain  in  which  the  City  lies.  This  officer  states  that 
0150-1.  about  11  miles  of  stormwater  sewers  have  been  laid  (May,  1902),  and  that 

“  the  works  in  connection  with  the  stormwater  drainage  are  going  on.”  In 

his  annual  report  to  the  Council  in  June  last,  this  Officer  also  says: — 
“Flooding  during  the  year  has  been  much  reduced  even  with  the  heavy 
rains  which  have  been  experienced.”  Your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion 
that  the  completion  of  the  City  drainage  scheme  is  a  matter  of  urgent 
necessity.  For  while  there  are  73  miles  of  sewerage  sewers  within  the  City, 
there  are,  as  has  been  shewn,  only  11  miles  of  stormwater  sewers  laid  down. 
Again,  your  Commissioners  find  from  the  annual  report  already  referred  to 
that  “  at  various  times  during  the  year  (1901— ’0*2)  quite  a  number  of  old 
sewers  have  collapsed  in  different  parts  of  the  City.”  Now  when  Mr.  Duns¬ 
combe  reported  in  1891,  there  were  7  miles  103  yards  of  these  old  storm- 
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water  conduits  in  use  ;  and  it  may  be  that  some  miles  of  these  may  not  yet 
be  re-built,  and  may  thus  be  liable  to  such  collapse  as  the  Drainage  Engineer 
reports. 

39.  In  that  portion  of  the  Cape  Town  area  which  lies  south-west  of 
Kloof  Nek,  no  stormwater  works  appear  as  yet  to  have  been  undertaken . 

40.  In  the  Green  Point  aud  Sea  Point  area  there  is  no  provision  for 
underneath  stormwater  drainage.  Steep  streets  lead  upwards  on  the  slopes 
of  Lion’s  Hill,  and  the  construction  of  the  surface  drains  on  those  streets 
does  not  appear  to  be  free  from  fault.  “The  stormwater  simply  cuts  the 
streets  to  pieces  and  the  soil  is  carried  down  to  the  main  road.”  There  is  no 
drain  for  collecting  the  stormwater.  Each  street  brings  down  its  own  share 
of  the  water  from  “  the  sides  of  the  mountain,  but  gully  pipes  and  pipes  to 
carry  the  water  across  the  road  have  been  put  in  ”  The  Town  Engineer 
contemplates  being  able  to  run  a  collecting  open  culvert  along  the  mountain 
side,  though  he  has  little  doubt  that  later  on  an  underground  stormwater 
system  will  have  to  be  provided,  for  this  reason  probably  amongst  others, 
that  “  the  more  houses  we  get  the  more  the  water  is  concentrated.”  There 
appears  to  be  no  provision  for  draining  yards  or  premises. 

41.  Woodstock,  with  its  area  of  1,600  acres,  has  now  4,000  habitations, 
from  many  of  which  there  are  open  drains  on  the  sides  of  streets, 
conveying  household  water  to  tanks  or  catch  pits  whose  contents  are  said  to 
be  removed  as  necessity  demands.  There  is  no  underground  drainage  what¬ 
ever  ;  surface  drains  being  the  only  provision  made  for  carrying  off  storm¬ 
water. 

42.  From  the  mountain,  and  running  towards  Table  Bay,  there  are 
natural  stormwater  channels  which  are  a  source  of  inconvenience  to  the  Muni¬ 
cipality,  inasmuch  as  “  frequently  there  is  heavy  downpour  of  rain,  and  on 
more  than  one  occasion  the  roads  have  been  flooded.”  The  surface  drainage 
of  Woodstock  has  also  some  important  local  relations  to  the  general 
hydrographic  condition  of  the  Liesbeek  Valley.  Flowing  northwards,  after 
passing  the  Municipal  boundary  of  Mowbray,  the  Liesbeek  separates  Wood- 
stock  from  Maitland  as  far  as  the  junction  of  that  stream  with  the  Black 
River.  At  this  point  of  junction  these  two  streams  form  the  estuary  known 
as  “Salt  River,”  by  which  the  dividing  line  of  the  two  Municipalities  is 
prolonged  to  the  seashore.  The  estuary  “  gets  its  water  from  the  sea  during 
springtide,  when  the  water  goes  up  a  certain  distance.”  It  will  therefore  be 
seen  that  a  certain  extent  of  the  area  of  Woodstock  lies  at  a  very  low  level,  as 
may  be  better  understood  from  the  fact  that  the  above-sea  level  of  the  Cape 
Town  Railway  Station  is  given  at  15  feet  while  that  of  Salt  River  Station  is 
given  at  16  feet.  All  the  surface  draiuage  from  the  upper  quarter  of  Wood- 
stock  must  traverse  this  low-lying  portion  of  the  Municipality  on  its  way 
either  to  Table  Bay  between  Fort  Ivnokke  and  the  first  mouth  of  Salt  River, 
or  to  the  Liesbeek  and  its  continuation,  the  Salt  River  estuary.  The  whole  of 
this  low-lying  portion  of  the  Woodstock  area  may  therefore  be  regarded  as  a 
continuation  of  and  as  a  purely  conventional  separation  by  name  from  the 
low-lying  littoral  within  the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town,  from  which  the 
drainage  has  to  be  mechanically  lifted  into  the  main  sewer  of  that  city. 

43.  Maitland  is  protected  against  the  Table  Mountain  stormwater  run¬ 
off  by  the  Liesbeek  River  aud  by  the  Salt  River  estuary.  The  Municipality 
has  no  underground  drainage,  and  only  one  “  surface  drain  in  the  main  street 
for  some  distance.”  The  Railway  Station  at  Maitland,  which  is  distant  three 
and  one-third  miles  from  Cape  Town,  is  given  as  being  48  feet  above  sea 
level  ;  but  “  the  lower  portion  of  the  village  is  very  little  above  the  level  of 
the  sea,  because  the  springtide  runs  right  up  past  the  railway.  The  lower 
portion  of  Maitland  would  not  be  more  than  8  or  9  feet  above  the  sea  level, 
and  the  fourth  milestone  would  be  about  20  feet  above  the  sea  level.” 
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4  1.  Tin'  areas  of  Mowbray,  Rondebosch  and  Claremont,  and  the  northern 
section  of  AYynberg,  form  a  siugle  hydrographic  basin,  the  natural  drainage 
of  which  is  carried  towards  Salt  River  by  the  Liesbeek,  the  Black  and  the 
Kromboom  streams.  The  Liesbeek  is  the  most  important ;  it  rises  from 
Table  Mountain,  on  extra  Municipal  land  at  Kirstenboscli,  above  Bishops- 
court ;  it  acts  as  a  valuable  stormwater  carrier,  protecting  about  two-thirds 
of  Claremont  and  about  half  each  of  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray.  The 
remaining  areas  of  Claremont  and  Rondebosch  towards  the  east  are  drained 
first  by  the  Black  River;  and,  still  further  east,  along  the  bouudary  of  the 
Municipalities,  by  the  Kromboom.  Both  these  streams  have  their  beginnings 
within  municipalised  lands.  From  their  point  of  junction,  which  occurs 
about  the  middle  of  the  eastern  boundary  of  Rondebosch,  the  united  stream 
passes  northwards  to  the  boundary  of  Mowbray.  Along  the  eastern  boun¬ 
dary  of  Mowbray  this  channel  receives  such  of  the  drainage  of  that  Munici¬ 
pality  as  is  not  intercepted  by  the  Liesbeek,  and,  after  crossing  the  southerly 
corner  of  Maitland,  joins  with  the  Liesbeek  to  form  the  Salt  River  estuary 
already  mentioned.  No  paid  of  this  hydrographic  basin  is  supplied  with 
underground  drains.  What  was  said  to  your  Commissioners  by  one  witness 
from  Claremont,  is  probably  more  or  less  true  of  the  whole  basiu  :  “  we  have 
no  proper  drainage,  only  open  drains  for  stormwater  which  are  far  from 
adequate  for  our  requirements.  We  have  been  adding  year  by  year,  but  we 
have  not  enough.”  “  Considerable  damage”  has  resulted  from  the  absence 
of  drains,  “  and  in  one  instance  we  had  to  pay  about  <£400  as  the  result  of  a 
lawsuit.”  It  is  a  matter  of  commou  observation  also  that  by  the  absence  of 
underground  drainage,  yards  and  places  around  dwellings,  particularly  in  the 
more  populous  localities,  are  too  often  found  to  be  under  insanitary  conditions. 

45.  With  more  especial  reference  to  the  Municipality  of  Wynberg, 
there  seems  to  bo  a  very  prevalent  belief  that  only  a  quite  limited  portion  of 
this  suburb  can  be  drained  through  the  hydrographic  basin  of  the  three 
rivers  which  eventually  find  their  way  to  the  Salt  River  estuary.  This  is 
not  borne  out  by  the  surveys  made  by  Mr.  Dunscombe  for  the  purpose  of 
his  Report  on  “The  Sewerage  of  the  Suburbs,”  already  referred  to.  It  is  there 
shewn  that  all  the  drainage  of  this  township  as  far  south  as  Constantia  Road 
could  gravitate  to  the  area  near  the  race  course  at  Kenilworth  which  was  recom¬ 
mended  by  that  Engineer  as  an  Irrigation  area.  Mr.  Dunscombe  points  out 
that  the  effluent  from  this  Irrigation  area  would  enter  the  channel  of  the 
Kromboom  river  and  so  be  carried  towards  the  estuary.  “  The  altitude  of 
the  site  (i.e.,  the  site  of  the  Irrigation  area)  is  from  S3  to  63  feet  above  low 
water  mark  ox  ordinary  spring  tides.” 

46.  The  position  established  by  this  brief  review  of  the  drainage 
provisions  iu  existence  within  the  area  of  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities, 
appears  to  your  Commissioners  to  be  that  those  provisions  are  most  inadequate. 
The  Towu  Council  of  Cape  Town  stands  practically  alone  in  having  taken 
steps  to  place  its  stormwater  drainage  provisions  on  a  proper  basis.  This 
Council,  it  is  true,  can  the  more  easily  so  do  for  the  reason  that  the  drainage 
area  under  its  control  is  self-contained,  a  remark  which  so  far  applies  also 
to  Grxen  Point  and  Sea  Point.  None  of  the  six  Southern  suburbs  are  in  this 
position.  They  have  common  and  intimate  hydrographic  relationships  such 
as  permanently  stand  in  the  way  of  any  one  of  them  acting  independently 
of  all  the  others ;  they  are  jointly  and  severally  concerned  in  the  streams 
which  are  Datural  drainage  channels  of  the  area  over  which  those  Munici¬ 
palities  exercise  control,  drainage  which  each  Municipality  in  turn  passes  on 
to  its  contiguous  neighbour  down  stream.  This  relationship  points  to  the 
necessity  of  procuring  some  means  for  a  general  and  combined  conservancy 
of  these  waterways,  both  as  to  the  safety  of  their  banks  and  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  flow  to  be  permitted  ;  in  short  to  the  necessity  for  the  creation  of  a 
single  authority  responsible  for  the  whole  municipalised  locality  within  the 
drainage  area. 
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SEWERAGE. 


47.  By  this  term  your  Commissioners  understand  the  system  of  under¬ 
ground  conduits,  sewers,  drains  or  pipes  laid  down  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  off  the  several  sorts  of  filth  which  are  found  in  towns.  In  addition 
to  excrementitious  matters  there  have  to  be  carried  off  slops  and  waste  water 
generally,  and  such  portion  of  the  local  rainfall  as  occurs  within  premises 
or  their  neighbourhood  and  thereby  becomes  filth  which  has  to  be  get  rid  of. 
Technically,  “  Sewerage”  also  includes  the  methods  to  be  adopted  for  the 
carriage  of  the  filth  or  sewage  through  the  conduits  provided  for  the  purpose, 
and  for  the  final  disposal  of  the  filth  or  sewage  itself. 

48.  Sewerage  is  thus  seen  to  be  closely  allied  to  drainage  inasmuch  as 
a  certain  amount  of  the  u  drainage”  must  be  carried  off  by  the  “  sewers”  as 
distinct  from  the  stormwater  conduits  which  have  been  the  subject  of  the 
few  last  preceding  paragraphs.  The  bearing  of  this  upon  the  Sewerage 
problem  of  a  town  is  well  shewn  by  a  passage  in  a  report  already  more  than 
once  quoted  by  your  Commissioners.  It  is  there  shewn  that  while  the  daily 
quantity  of  u  sewerage”  per  head  of  the  population  is  not  likely  to  exceed 
thirty  gallons,  the  capacities  of  the  carrying  conduits  have  to  be  regulated 
by  certain  additional  considerations.  Some  of  these  considerations  are  that 
there  may  enter  into  the  conduits  daily  during  the  rainy  season  an  amount 
of  polluted  rainwater  greater  than  the  sewage  proper,  and  that  a  con¬ 
siderable  proportion  of  the  whole  daily  flow  is  carried  during  a  few  hours  of 
each  day.  Thus  the  sewage  proper,  with  a  ‘£  water  carriage”  system  may 
be  30  gallons  per  head  of  population  per  day,  and  the  polluted  rainfall  may 
be  35  gallons  per  head  in  a  day  in  addition,  while  one  half  of  the  whole  daily 
flow  may  pass  through  in  from  six  to  eight  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four. 

49.  It  was  at  one  time  proposed  that  all  the  sewage  of  Cape  Town 
should  either  be  discharged,  practically  in  a  crude  condition,  into 
Table  Bay  through  iron  pipes  laid  down  some  hundreds  of  yards  beyond 
the  foreshore,  or  be  carried  to  an  Irrigation  area  on  lands  known  as 
the  “  Salt  River  outspan.”  In  the  latter  case,  two  pumping  stations 
were  to  be  erected,  one  for  the  main  sewer  at  Salt  River  Junction  to 
lift  the  whole  of  the  sewage  on  to  the  Irrigation  land ;  the  other 
pumping  station  being  intended  to  lift  into  that  main  sewer  the  sewage 
of  the  low  level  littoral  extending  from  the  Dock  estate  to  the  Woodstock 
Boundary.  These  alternative  plans  for  the  sea  outfall  and  for  the  irrigation 
land  disposal  respectively,  were  eventually  discarded  in  favour  of  a  sea 
outfall  at  Mouille  Point  outside  the  breakwater.  The  system  as  carried  out 
is  mainly  a  gravitation  one;  but  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  of 
the  lower  level  portion  of  the  city  had  still  to  be  met  by  a  special  provision 
for  lifting.  For  this  purpose  Shone’s  pneumatic  (compressed  air)  ejectors 
have  been  introduced.  Four  of  these  have  been  installed,  all  of  them  worked 
from  one  central  station  which  is  placod  on  the  Early  Morning  Market 
ground.  The  works  at  the  outfall  are  not  as  yet  complete ;  the  final  point  of 
discharge  being  intended  to  be  carried  further  out  to  sea.  Some  complaints 
have  been  made  in  connection  with  this  outfall,  but  it  is  certainly  to  be 
hoped  that  after  fhe  great  outlay  made  by  the  Council  in  connection  there¬ 
with,  and  after  the  energy  exhibited  in  the  work  of  tunnelling  across  the 
Green  Point  Common  no  insuperable  embarrassment  will  arise. 

50.  The  City  Drainage  Engineer  informed  your  Commission  that  the 
main  intercepting  sewer  and  the  outfall  have  been  constructed  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  a  population  of  120,000.  As  the  probability  is  that  in 
another  decade  the  population  of  the  city  will  have  reached  that  figure,  it  need 
not  be  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  Council’s  officers  have  some  hesitation  in 
agreeing  to  pass  the  sewage  of  another  town  through  the  City  outfall. 
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51.  The  Docks  area  is  not  yet  connected  with  the  Cape  Town  Sewerage 
system.  The  General  Manager  of  the  Harbour  Board  gave  evidence  that  it 
was  in  contemplation  to  sewer  the  area  ;  and  this  officer  (who  is  an  Engineer 
by  profession)  seemed  to  believe  that  the  Liernur  pneumatic  suction  method 
for  effecting  the  necessary  lifting  would  be  preferable  to  the  Shone  com¬ 
pressed  air  ejector  method  adopted  by  the  Council.  The  Drainage  Engineer 
of  the  ( 'ouncil  does  not  fall  in  with  this  proposal,  fearing  that  the  undiluted 
crude  form  in  which  the  Docks  sewage  would  thereby  reach  the  City’s  inter¬ 
cepting  sewer  may  cause  obstruction  therein.  Your  Commissioners  are  of 
opinion  that  the  seweriug  of  the  Docks  area  should  not  be  delayed  longer 
than  is  absolutely  necessary. 

52.  There  are  now  9,794  houses  in  Cape  Town,  nearly  all  of  which  are 

connected  with  the  main  sewerage  system.  The  Chairman  of  the  Council’s 
Water  Committee  says :  “  I  think  there  are  only  about  twenty  houses 

which  are  not  connected.  The  rate  at  which  our  drainage  has  proceeded 
can  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  night  soil  removals  has  been 
reduced  from  £7,000  to  £300  per  annum.” 

53.  In  Cape  Town  the  expenditure  on  the  construction  of  drainage  works 
has  been  £104,777  Gs.  4d.  and  of  sewerage  works  £350,362  13s.  8d. 
There  are  unexercised  borrowing  powers  in  respect  of  stormwater  drainage  of 
£301,046,  but  £18,650  19s.  lOd.  has  to  be  repaid  to  the  revenue  balance 
on  the  flotation  of  the  loan. 

54.  Green  and  Sea  Point  Municipality  has  carried  out  a  system  of 
house  sewerage  which  is  all  but  complete.  The  witness  for  that  Municipality 
gave  evidence  that  only  a  very  few  houses — not  more  than  9 — were 
unsewered.  The  outfall  of  the  system  runs  into  the  sea  to  a  distance  of  about 
100  yards ;  it  is  placed  on  a  promontory  about  one  mile  distant  from  the 
Cape  Town  outfall.  The  sewers  are  all  pipe  sewers,  the  majority 
of  which  are  9  inches  in  diameter,  the  main  outfall  being  15  inches  in 
diameter.  Witnesses  have  drawn  attention  to  the  fouled  condition  of  the 
beach  between  the  Cape  Town  and  the  Sea  Point  outfalls,  and  to  the  stench 
experienced  not  only  in  that  neighbourhood  but  sometimes  penetrating  into 
the  dwellings  of  the  people.  It  seems  to  be  anticipated  that  these  drawbacks 
will  cease  when  the  outfall  works  are  carried  further  out  to  sea.  The  same 
witness  gave  evidence  as  to  the  escape  of  offensive  smells  from  the  ventilating 
shafts  of  the  system.  The  present  Municipal  Engineer,  who  did  not  super¬ 
intend  the  carrying  out  of  these  works,  admits  the  occasional  presence  of 
the  offensive  smells  ;  but  believes  the  reports  to  be  exaggerated.  The  pipes 
are  stated  to  have  been  carefully  laid,  but  a  along  the  Main  Road  and  the 
Beach  Road,  there  is  very  little  fall,  but  still  sufficient  with  the  quantity  of 
sewage  flowing  there.”  “  We  get  a  little  deposit  in  the  Beach  Road  and 
Main  Road  drains,  but  that  is  principally  the  sand  that  gets  into  the  drains 
from  the  manholes  which  are  still  open.”  u  How  that  we  have  instituted  a 
salt  water  flushing  scheme,  there  is  not  that  smell.”  But  your  Com¬ 
missioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  actual  cause  or  causes  have  not  yet  been 
determined.  The  cost  to  the  Municipality  of  its  Sewerage  system  has  been 
£51,876. 

55.  As  far  as  the  southern  suburbs  are  concerned,  no  Sewerage  system 
is  in  operation,  and  with  the  single  exception  of  Wynberg,  by  none  of  them 
has  any  serious  step  been  taken  in  this  direction.  At  the  instance 
of  the  Colonial  Government  in  1891,  the  whole  art  a,  with  the 
exception  apparently  of  that  of  Maitland,  was  surveyed  for  Sewerage  Works 
by  Mr.  Dunscombe,  and  at  one  time  there  seemed  to  be  a  probability 
that  a  scheme  based  on  that  Engineer’s  recommendation  would  be  carried  out. 
This  has  not  been  done,  and  it  is  perhaps  as  well  that  effect  was  not  given  to 
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the  scheme,  for  it  seems  to  have  been  designed  for  the  needs  of  a  population 
which  has  already  been  much  exceeded.  Now,  after  a  period  of  inactivity, 
the  Woodstock  Town  Council  is  said  to  have  approached  the  Councils  of 
Mowbray,  Rondebosch  and  Claremont  with  a  proposal  that  these  four 
authorities  should  combine  to  carry  out  a  system  of  sewerage,  the  main  out¬ 
fall  of  which  should  pass  through  the  Woodstock  area  and  discharge  into 
Table  Bay.  The  Woodstock  share  of  the  proposed  outlay  was  to  be  £1 05,000, 
some  portion  of  the  interest  of  which  was  to  be  borne  by  the  other  three 
partners  in  the  scheme.  Your  Commissioners,  however,  do  not  hud  that  any 
well-thought  out  plan  has  either  been  considered  by  the  Woodstock  Council 
or  submitted  to  the  other  Municipalities  ;  neither  do  your  Commissioners  find 
that  any  trustworthy  detailed  surveys  of  the  areas  have  been  made,  with  the 
exception  of  such  as  were  made  by  Mr.  Dunscombe;  and  those  are  now  of 
little  value,  beyond  showing,  as  they  do,  that  it  is  possible  for  one  general 
scheme  of  sewerage,  mainly  a  gravitation  one,  to  be  adopted  by  and  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  this  group  of  Municipalities. 

56.  It  was  part  of  the  Woodstock  proposal  that  the  system  should  be  a 
water  carriage  one,  and  that  the  sewage  from  the  whole  of  the  area  should 
be  discharged  in  a  crude  state  into  Table  Bay.  By  the  originators  of  the 
proposal  it  never  seems  to  have  been  anticipated  that  any  objection  to  such  a 
method  of  disposal  would  arise  in  any  quarter.  But  the  Harbour  Board,  as 
the  Conservancy  of  the  Bay,  have  the  greatest  objection  to  the  Bay  being 
used  for  this  purpose ;  and  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town,  having  formerly 
been  interdicted  from  discharging  the  sewage  of  the  City  into  the  Bay, 
naturally  enough  take  the  same  view  as  the  Harbour  Board.  These  objections 
necessitate  a  complete  reconsideration  of  the  proposals,  particularly  in  respect 
of  the  final  discharge  of  the  sewage. 

57.  Within  recent  years  a  great  deal  of  attention  has  been  given  in 
Europe  and  in  the  United  States  of  America  to  the  best  methods  of  treating 
the  sewage  of  towns  ;  and,  fortunately  for  the  circumstances  of  th  Peninsula 
suburbs,  with  the  most  satisfactory  results.  Your  Commissioners  are  not 
under  the  necessity  of  entering  at  any  length  into  a  description  of  the  details 
of  the  several  methods  which  have  found  favour  with  local  authorities.  All 
these  methods  have  this  feature  in  common,  that  they  depend  upon  the 
natural  activities  of  the  micro-organisms  known  as  bacteria  for  the  conversion 
of  the  organic  matter  contained  in  the  sewage  into  harmless  inorganic 
elements.  From  the  evidence  adduced  by  witnesses  'who  have  seen  some  of 
those  bacterial  or  biological  methods  of  sewage  disposal  in  operation,  from  the 
known  success  of  several  large  installations  of  the  kind  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  elsewhere,  and  of  one  or  two  smaller  installations  in  this 
Colony,  your  Commissioners  are  satisfied  that  this  method  is  effective,  is  the 
best  yet  discovered,  and  is  capable  of  being  brought  into  use  in  the  Peninsula 
on  any  such  scale  as  the  circumstances  may  require. 

58.  A  most  influential  Royal  Commission*  has  been  enquiring  into  this 
matter  in  England  during  the  last  few  years ;  their  labours  are  not  yet 
completed  ;  but  they  issued  last  year  an  interim  report  containing  some  very 
valuable  conclusions.  Much  of  the  labour  of  this  Royal  Commission  has  been 
directed  to  the  question  of  producing  such  an  effluent  from  bacteriologically 
(or  biologically)  treated  sewage  as  could  safely  be  discharged  into  a  river  or 
stream  from  which  the  people  in  a  lower  lying  area  derive  their  drinking 
water.  Now,  your  Commissioners  in  considering  any  proposal  to  subject  the 
sewage  of  the  southern  suburbs  to  one  or  other  of  the  bacteriological  purifica¬ 
tion  methods  do  not  require  to  have  to  provide  for  an  effluent  so  pure  as  that ; 
for  it  can  scarcely  be  contemplated  that  the  water  flowing  in  the  Liesbeek, 
the  Black  or  the  Kromboom  Rivers,  will,  at  any  future  time,  be  used  as  a 
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potable  water  by  the  people.  The  points  for  consideration  here  are  of  a  simple 
character,  and  have  reference  only  to  the  question  of  how  far  public  amenity 
will  be  endangered  by  the  discharge  of  an  effluent  from  a  sewage,  treated 
bacteriologically,  first  into  any  or  all  of  those  streams  and  thereafter  into  the 
Pay,  or  into  the  Bay  direct  by  conduit  from  the  sewage  works.  So  far  as 
the  expert  evidence  which  has  been  put  before  your  Commissioners  is  to  be 
trusted,  there  is  no  doubt  in  their  minds  that,  with  proper  engineering  safe¬ 
guards,  the  whole  of  the  area’s  sewage,  present  and  prospective,  can  be 
satisfactorily  dealt  with  by  one  or  other  of  the  artificial  biological  processes 
already  iu  use  and  wholly  depended  upon  elsewhere  for  the  production  of  an 
effluent  practically  innocuous.  The  Royal  Commission  already  referred  to 
classified  those  processes  under  ten  variant  forms,  such  as  (1)  “  Closed  septic 
tank  and  contact  beds;  (2)  Open  septic  tank  and  contact  beds;  (3) 
Contact  beds  alone ;  ”  &e.,  &c.  There  is  a  difficulty  apparently  in 

determining  which  one  of  these  variants  is  best  adapted  for  the  particular 
class  of  sewage  which  has  to  be  dealt  with,  a  matter  of  importance  in  a 
country  iu  which  ordinary  domestic  sewage  is  liable  to  be  mixed  up  with 
trade  refuse  of  every  kind.  But  on  the  main  question  the  following  opinion 
of  the  Royal  Commissioners  seems  to  imply  a  sufficient  standard  of  efficiency 
as  far  as  the  needs  of  the  Peninsula  are  concerned  :  “  After  carefully  con¬ 

sidering,  however,  the  whole  of  the  evidence  together  with  the  results  of  our 
own  work,  we  are  satisfied  that  it  is  practicable  to  produce  by  artificial 
processes  alone  either  from  sewage,  or  from  certain  mixtures  of  sewage  and 
trade  refuse,  such  for  example  as  are  met  with  at  Leeds  and  Manchester, 
effluents  wdiicli  will  not  putrefy,  which  would  be  classed  as  good  according 
to  ordinary  chemical  standards,  and  which  might  be  discharged  into  a  stream 
without  fear  of  creating  a  nuisance.” 


59.  Your  Commissioners,  therefore,  are  of  opinion  that  the  whole  question 
of  the  sewerage  of  the  southern  suburbs  should  in  the  immediate  future  be 
reconsidered  from  the  point  of  view  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  by  one  or  other 
uumm.r»t«y-nMnan  bacterial  processes.  Your  Commissioners  are  led  to  believe  that  the 

Table  Bay  Conservancy  will  not  object  to  the  discharge  into  the  Bay  of  an 
effluent  from  sewerage  works  designed  and  maintained  in  accordance  with 
recognised  plans  and  safeguards.  But  at  the  same  time  it  has  to  be  re¬ 
membered  that  if  the  promises  of  the  bacteriological  methods  are  even  fairly 
realised,  it  may  well  be  that  the  effluent,  instead  of  being  sent  to  sea  as  a 
waste  product,  may  in  the  near  future  be  used  for  irrigation  purposes. 
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60.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  at  the  same  time  that  no  scheme  for  the 
sewerage  of  the  suburbs  has  hitherto  been  suggested  by  which  it  has  been 
shewn  to  be  possible  to  avoid  the  introduction  of  some  means  or  other  for 
lifting  the  sewage  from  the  lower  levels.  No  bacteriological  purification 
scheme  is  in  any  better  case.  People  have  built  their  houses  on  lands  which 
lie  low,  lands  from  which,  even  without  allowing  for  the  few  feet  of  depth 
in  the  soil  at  which  the  conduits  must  be  laid,  the  sewage  cannot  be  removed 
for  treatment  or  disposal  by  gravitation  alone..  If  then  it  is  asked  why  the 
sewage  of  a  large  portion  of  Woodstock  cannot  be  lifted  into  the  main  sewer 
of  Cape  Town  the  answer  seems  to  be,  first,  that  the  sewerage  system  of  the 
City  is  designed  only  for  a  population  such  as  may  be  found  in  the  City 
before  very  long ;  and,  second,  that  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  it  is 
desirable  to  discharge  unlimited  crude  sewage  on  the  sea  shore  at  Mouille 
Point.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  is  urged  that  the  expenditure  on  bacterio¬ 
logical  works  for  construction  and  maintenance  will  be  considerable,  it  may 
be  said  in  reply  that  by  their  application  an  effluent  can  be  produced  which, 
even  if  it  cannot  be  turned  to  economic  account,  is  believed  to  be  harmless 
and  cun  be  got  rid  of  without  the  creation  of  a  nuisance  on  the  foreshore, 
and  without  the  great  outlay  upon  such  outfall  works  as  otherwise  must  be 
inevitable. 
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61.  To  the  special  conditions  at  Wynberg  reference  has  already  been 
made  (paragraph  55).  Your  Commissioners  find  that,  in  1892,  the  then 
Mayor,  in  giving  evidence  before  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  said  that  his  Council  had  agreed  to  adopt  Mr.  Dunscombe’s  scheme 
at  a  minimum  cost  of  .£26,000  and  at  a  maximum  cost  of  £35,000.  The 
sewage  Avas  to  be  purified  on  irrigation  lands,  situated  near  the  race  course, 
and  the  effluent  was  to  run  off  by  the  Kromboom  river.  These  proposals 
came  to  nothing.  But  in  1898  new  plans  were  favoured,  and  borrowing 
powers  were  obtained  to  the  extent  of  £60,000.  Bacterial  treatment  of  the 
sewage  was  to  be  carried  out  at  a  site  purchased  for  the  purpose  near  Princess 
Vley.  There  appears  to  have  been  no  report  from  the  Engin  ?er  iu  charge 
since  1893  ;  and,  so  far  as  your  Commissioners  can  ascertain,  all  that  has  up 
to  the  present  been  accomplished  is  that  about  one  mile  of  the  main  outfall 
pipe  has  been  laid  down,  beginning  from  the  lands  on  Avhich  the  septic  tanks 
are  to  be  erected.  Seven  of  these  tanks  are  to  be  so  erected,  provision  being 
thereby  intended  for  a  population  of  15,000  :  though,  by  the  way  of  a 
beginning,  the  scheme  will  include  only  two-thirds  of  the  town,  that  is  to 
say  the  part  locally  known  as  “  old  Wynberg.”  The  scheme  presupposes  a 
water  supply  of  30  gallons  per  head  per  day ;  and  it  is  not  expected  to  be 
completed  in  less  than  three  years. 

62.  That  there  is  great  need  for  the  completion  of  some  well-considered 
scheme  of  sewerage  at  Wynberg  is  made  clear  by  the  evidence  of  several 
witnesses.  Pending  its  completion,  sanitary  removals  are  made  by  cart ;  but 
complaints  are  made  as  to  the  way  in  which  this  service  is  carried  out. 
Again,  although  Wynberg  has  a  considerable  population,  a  good  many  of 
whom  live  their  domestic  life  under  circumstances  none  too  favourable,  there 
are  no  public  wash-houses  provided.  “  Clothes  are  washed  at  Diep  River, 
Princess  Yley,  in  the  back  yards,  in  fact  everywhere.”  The  nearest  suitable 
site  for  a  public  wash-house  is  1^  miles  from  the  nearest  water  tap ; 
and  the  erection  of  a  wash-house  is  to  be  postponed  until  the 
sewerage  scheme  is  completed.  Washing  of  clothes  at  Princess  Vley 
has  a  bad  effect ;  “  right  round  there  it  (the  Avater)  is  very  dirty, 
and  if  you  tread  in  the  mud  at  the  edge  of  the  Vley  it  creates  a 
smell.”  “All  the  muck  from  the  backyards  goes  into  Princess  Vley  at  the 
present  time,  and  that  will  not  be  if  the  backyards  are  connected.”  The 
witness  gives  similar  evidence  to  that  already  quoted  as  to  the  swampy  character 
of  the  locality  in  winter. 

63.  Such  a  condition  of  things  is  far  from  what  it  should  be ;  but 
Wynberg  does  not  stand  alone  in  this  respect.  In  every  one  of  these  suburbs 
the  ground  around  dwellings  is  being  polluted  by  the  accumulating  slop 
deposits,  or  otherwise  the  local  amenity  is  rudely  invaded  by  day  and  by  night 
by  the  endless  trips  of  the  slop  cart  and  the  stercus  waggon.  In  some  parts 
of  the  rapidly  congesting  Woodstock  a  state  of  things  exists  which  is  a 
crying  evil.  In  the  vicinity  of  Maitland  again,  the  conditions  are  simply 
unspeakable,  owing  to  the  freedom  with  which  neighbouring  Municipalities 
convey  their  filth  and  refuse  thither.  Surely  the  time  has  arrived  for  some 
“  way  out”  to  be  found  and  to  be  taken  advantage  of. 

THE  FUTURE  ADMINISTRATION. 

64.  In  the  foregoing  paragraphs  your  Commissioners  have  endeaA'oured 
to  demonstrate  the  extent  and  character  of  the  provisions  which  have  been 
made  within  the  City  of  Cape  Town  and  the  suburbs  to  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  their  present  and  of  their  prospective  populations  in  respect  of 
Water  Supply,  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  If  it  is  allowable  to  say  that  the 
surest  criterion  of  Municipal  efficiency  is  to  be  sought  for  in  the  fulness  with 
which  those  primary  requisites  of  Municipal  life  have  been  attended  to,  it 
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i u . i \  well  be  asked  if  what  has  been  done,  or  is  iu  the  course  of  being  done, 
i>  such  as  ought  to  satisfy  the  expectations  of  those  concerned.  But  whatever 
short,  minings  are  to  be  admitted,  your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  they 
are  not  attributable  to  any  lack  of  desire  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  for 
Municipal  improvements,  or  to  auy  greater  dislike  of  the  “  more  rates” 
which  such  improvements  necessitate  than  is  characteristic  of  ratepayers 
everywhere.  Your  Commissioners  rather  incline  to  the  view  that  throughout 
much  of  the  area  which  has  been  under  review,  betterment  has  been  secured 
up  to  the  limitation  of  existing  conditions;  and  they  therefore  believe  that  it 
is  incumbent  now  upon  those  who  are  solicitous  for  the  progress  and  future 
well-being  of  those  rapidly  growing  communities,  to  realise  how  far  it  is 
necessary  for  the  old  order  of  things  to  give  place  to  a  new.  Your  Commis¬ 
sioners  have  now  to  offer  a  few  suggestions  that  may  be  helpful  in  this 
direction. 

05.  Having  regard  to  the  instructions  to  your  Commissioners  in  sub¬ 
sections  (</.)  (<?.  (/.)  of  their  Commission,  it  will  be  more  convenient  in  the  first 
place  to  consider  briefly  the  evidence  which  has  been  given  in  favour  of 
bringing  to  the  assistance  of  the  Municipalities  a  “  Central  Board  of  Works  ” 
empowered  to  take  the  initiative  in  and  to  control  the  several  enterprises 
required  in  the  interests  of  the  people. 

66.  Evidence  in  favour  of  the  formation  of  a  Central  Board  of  Works 
has  been  given  by  certain  witnesses.  Amongst  them  are  to  be  found  the 
delegates  of  some  of  the  Municipal  Councils  who  in  the  evidence  which  they 
gave  appeared  to  be  influenced  less  by  the  results  of  experience  of  Boards 
elsewhere,  or  by  a  reasoned  belief  in  their  suitability  in  the  case  of  the 
Peninsula,  than  by  an  apprehension  that  the  only  alternative  would  be  some 
surrender  of  their  Councils’  independence.  Other  witnesses  who  favour  the 
formation  of  a  Board,  and  control  by  it,  more  or  less  permanently,  seemed  to 
have  been  brought  to  that  view  by  the  supposed  success  of  simflar  Boards  of 
Works  at  Sydner^  and  at  Melbourne.  But  your  Commissioners  are  of 
opinion  that  the  circumstances  under  which  these  Australian  Boards  came 
into  existence  were  so  dissimilar  from  those  which  obtain  in  the  Peninsula  at 
present,  that  any  argument  based  on  their  success  or  otherwise  scarcely  holds 
good.*  Moreover,  from  the  Report  of  a  Commission  recently  issued  by  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Victoria,  to  inquire  into  complaints  preferred  by 
ratepayers,  as  well  as  by  some  of  the  Municipal  Councils  within  the  Metro¬ 
politan  circuit  of  Melbourne,  your  Commissioners  find  that  the  confidence  at 
one  time  placed  in  the  Board  of  Works  lias  not  been  sustained.  Those 
complaints  point  to  dissatisfaction,  first  with  the  indirect  mode  of  election  of 
the  members  of  the  Board  by  the  several  Municipal  Councils,  as  opposed  to 
direct  election  by  the  ratepayers  ;  and  secondly,  ivith  the  continued  control 
of  the  Water  supply  and  of  the  Sewerage  arrangements  by  the  Board. 
Indeed  the  Commissioners’  Report  rather  proves  how  difficult  it  is  to  super¬ 
sede  such  a  Board  when  it  is  once  established,  than  it  justifies  the  continuance 
of  the  Board  as  a  quasi  irresponsible  adjunct  of  progressive  Municipal 
administration. 

G7.  In  view  of  the  great  importance  of  the  enterprises  which 
have  to  be  undertaken,  some  witnesses  seem  to  infer  that  a  class  of  man 
is  needed  for  this  work  different  from  that  which  the  Municipalities 
have  hitherto  been  able  to  command ;  and  these  witnesses  take  it  for 
granted  that  in  some  way  or  another  the  men  required  are  to  be 
secured  by  the  creation  of  a  Central  Board  of  Works.  Your  Commis¬ 
sioners  do  not  agree  with  this  view.  It  must  be  admitted  that  any 
such  Board  as  is  suggested  must  be  either  an  elected  or  a  nominated  one. 
In  the  case  of  an  elected  Board,  the  choice  must  be  made  either  by  the  rate¬ 
payers  directly,  a  method  which  affords  no  guarantee  that  the  persons  so 

‘The  .Melbourne  Boatd  of  Works  was  instituted  by  the  Government  of  Victoria  which  advanced  the 
nece  s  ry  funds,  expropriated  the  lands,  and  receives  the  surplus  revenue. 
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chosen  will  be  stronger  men  than  those  already  in  a  similar  way  chosen  as 
Councillors  ;  or  the  choice  must  be  made  by  the  several  Municipal  Councils 
from  amongst  their  members,  much  as  the  members  of  the  Joint  Committee 
of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  is  now  formed,  a  method  which 
seems  greatly  to  relieve  Committeemen  from  a  sense  of  responsibility,  and 
one  which  is  not  viewed  with  enthusiam  by  the  Joint  Committee  itself  or  by 
those  for  whose  benefit  the  services  of  the  Committee  are  required. 

68.  On  the  other  hand,  a  nominated  Board  would  be  a  creation  quite 
alien  to  the  spirit  and  traditions  of  the  local  Government  institutions  with 
which  the  community  of  the  Peninsula  have  become  familiar,  so  much  so 
that  your  Commissioners  believe  that  such  a  Board  would  at  once  be  viewed 
with  jealousy  and  suspicion,  and  be  unable  to  maintain  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  That  this  is  probable  may  be  inferred  from  the  evidence,  for  instance, 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Waterworks  Committee  of  the  Cape  Town  Council, 
who  says  that  his  Council  has  succeeded  so  well  hitherto  in  carrying  out 
large  and  important  undertakings, — the  Councillors  had  shewn  themselves 
so  willing  and  competent  to  deal  with  every  problem  of  City  Government — 
that  they  would  hesitate  to  accept  any  proposals  having  for  their  object  the 
Council’s  detachment  from  the  fullest  control  of  the  needful  Municipal 
enterprise.  A  view  somewhat  different  from  this,  but  still  favourable  to  a 
Board,  emerged  in  the  evidence  of  the  Mayor  of  Cape  Town,  who  seemed  to 
believe  that  it  wa3  practicable  to  have  a  special  Water  Board  for  the  Peninsula. 
Backed  by  the  financial  credit  of  Cape  Town,  this  Water  Board  might 
undertake  the  construction  and  control  of  the  necessary  works.  The  Mayor 
objected  to  “  pool”  the  already  existing  supplies  of  water,  and  rather 
favoured  the  idea  that  the  City  should  arrange  to  receive  from  the  Water 
Board  such  daily  supply  as  might  be  required,  and  pay  for  the  same  in 
accordance  with  a  tariff  agreed  on,  any  shortfall  in  Wate/  Board  revenue 
to  be  a  charge  on  the  general  rate.  Similar  arrangements  would  have  to  be 
made  with  the  other  Municipalities,  whose  existing  water  supply  schemes 
would  also  be  perpetuated.  This  proposal  is  doubtless  ingenious  but  appears 
to  your  Commissioners  to  be  unworkable,  and  likely  to  b9  financially  in¬ 
determinate  and  troublesome. 
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69.  Yet  another  view  as  to  water-supply  was  put  before  your 
Commissioners  by  an  important  witness  on  behalf  of  the  City  Council.  This 
witness  admitted  that  “  water  from  Table  Mountaiu  was  one  of  the  finest 
assets  in  the  Cape  Peninsula,”  and  the  witness  also  accepts  the  principle  that 
an  augmentation  of  ten  millions  gallons  per  day  is  required.  He  would  have 
the  storage  at  the  originating  source,  away  from  th  Mountain,  the  water  to 
be  conveyed  by  pipe  to  the  Molteno  reservoir.  “  If  the  Cape  Town  Council 
had  the  management,  I  think  it  would  be  worked  economically.”  And  again 
“  my  feeling  is  that  it  ought  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Cape  Town 
Council,  and  (the  water)  supplied  in  bulk  to  the  other  Municipalities  upon 
a  proper  adjustment  as  to  the  charges  to  be  made.”  Now  this  method  would 
just  be  an  expansion  of  that  whereby  Cape  Town  already  supplies  consumers 
in  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point,  and  the  Woodstock  Council  (in  part)  in  bulk. 
Doubtless  Cape  Town  has  financial  resources  equal  to  this  enterprise,  and  it 
is  possible  that  the  method  might  realise  the  witness’s  anticipation  of  its 
economy.  But  even  as  things  are  now,  consumers  of  water  in  Sea  Point 
have  their  grievances.  They  feel  themselves  too  much  in  the  grip  of  a 
Council  on  which  they  have  no  representation.  This  circumstance  is  enough 
in  itself  to  make  your  Commissioners  hesitate  to  recommend  a  plan  embarrassed 
from  its  inception  with  such  potentialities  of  discord  as  would  emerge  in  any 
attempt  to  control  and  manage  the  water  supply  of  six  additional  suburbs 
whose  population  in  the  aggregate  already  exceeds  that  of  the  normal  popula¬ 
tion  within  the  bounds  of  the  proposed  controlling  authority.  (Table  I.) 

70.  A  similar  objection  applies  to  the  case  of  any  one  of  the  lesser 
Municipalities  setting  itself  up  as  a  water  Authority  or  Board  for  the  Peninsula, 
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as  Woodstock  and  Mowbray  with  Komhbusch  at  one  time  to  some  extent 
contemplated,  the  objection  being  all  the  more  cogent  in  their  cases,  inasmuch 
as  their  financial  status  is  so  much  weaker  than  that  of  Cape  Town.  Moreover, 
the  acceptance  of  any  single  Municipality  as  a  Water  Board  or  authority  for 
the  other  Municipalities  would  not  have  satisfied  the  requirements  of  the 
suburbs  in  the  matter  of  drainage  and  sewerage.  It  is  conceivable  that  one 
Municipality  may  advantageously  provide  another  with  water  for  an  appro¬ 
priate  consideration  ;  but  your  Commissioners  cannot  understand  how'  one 
Municipality  could  construct  and  control  drainage  and  sewerage  works  for 
another.  Cape  Town  as  a  water  authority  would  have  no  interest  in  the 
sewerage  of  the  suburbs  ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  each  of  those  suburbs 
would  have  too  intimate  an  interest  iu  a  sewerage  scheme  to  be  regarded  by 
the  others  with  confidence  as  their  steward.  The  result  would  most  likely 
be  a  further  postponement  of  works  which  are  already  much  required. 

71.  There  is  an  additional  consideration.  By  the  terms  of  your  Com¬ 
missioners'  instructions  it  seems  to  be  assumed  that  the  formation  of  a  Board 
to  construct  and  control  the  necessary  works  would  imply  “  leaving  all  other 
matters  to  the  existing  Municipalities.”  But  your  Commissioners  consider 
that  all  Municipal  matters,  including  water  supply,  drainage  and  sewerage, 
are  so  closely  bound  together  that  in  everyday  experience  it  would  be  found 
impracticable  to  determine  where  the  control  of  the  “  Board  ”  should  end, 
and  where  “  all  other  matters  ”  for  the  “existing  Municipalities”  should 
begin.  In  any  case  there  could  not  fail  to  be  a  constant  tendency  to  belittle 
the  work  of  the  Municipal  Council.  Would  this  make  for  Municipal  pro¬ 
gress  or  efficiency  ?  It  is  already  a  ground  of  dissatisfaction  with  Municipal 
Councils  that  they  do  not  attract  to  their  deliberations  the  most  capable  men 
in  the  community.  Manifestly  this  would  be  the  case  still  more  if  the  im¬ 
portant  and  interesting  work  is  put  into  other  hands.  Municipal  experience 
in  the  United  Kingdom  justifies  this  remark.  Prior  to  “reform,”  it  was 
notorious  that  the  Municipal  Councils  having  the  least  to  do,  and  having  the 
smallest  responsibilities,  were  the  most  corrupt  and  the  most  unfit;  while  at 
the  present  time  it  is  as  generally  found  that  the  Municipal  Councils  which 
have  the  most  power  are  the  most  strenuous  and  straight  in  the  performance 
of  their  undertakings.  Under  these  circumstances,  for  your  Commissioners 
to  recommend  the  continuance  of  the  eight  existing  autonomous  Municipali¬ 
ties,  while  at  the  same  time  curtailing  their  power  by  subordinating  them  to 
a  Board,  would  be  a  counsel  of  despair, 

72.  Your  Commissioners  have  carefully  considered  the  question  of 
grouping  these  eight  Municipalities  into  a  lesser  number,  but  they  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  no  grouping,  which  is  short  of  being  a 
complete  grouping,  will  really  bring  with  it  any  promise  of  speedy,  effectual 
and  lasting  solution  of  the  difficulties  disclosed  in  the  evidence.  The  right 
solution  ought  to  be  the  common  aim,  concern  and  interest  of  the  ratepayers 
as  a  whole ;  and  the  solution  is  most  likely  to  be  arrived  at  by  discussions 
in  a  single  chamber  in  which  the  representatives  of  those  ratepayers 
customarily  and  by  right  assemble.  No  one  of  these  Municipalities, 
and  no  smaller  group  than  that  of  the  whole  of  them,  can,  in 
respect  of  economy  and  efficiency,  isolate  itself  for  the  purpose  of 
earrying  out  any  adequate  scheme  of  water  supply,  drainage  or  sewerage. 
The  control  of  the  necessary  works  ought  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  are  directly  responsible  for  Municipal  administration,  and  can  safely  so 
be  left ;  but  until  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities  are  united  under  one  govern¬ 
ing  body,  the  necessary  impulse  for  the  inception  of  the  important  enter¬ 
prises  within  their  area  is  not  likely  to  be  forthcoming,  the  co-operation  and 
energy  which  are  vital  elements  of  success  will  be  unattainable  and  the 
interests  of  economy  will  be  overlooked.  Moreover  there  is  every  indication 
that  the  opposition  which  will  be  offered  to  any  partial  combination, 
sufficiently  important  in  itself  to  justify  any  serious  effort  to  bring  it  about, 
will  be  just  as  great  as  the  op>position  to  the  complete  unification  of  the 
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whole  of  the  Municipalities.  Thus,  Woodstock  while  objecting  to  union 
with  Cape  Town,  would  possibly  accept  union  with  Mowbray.  On  the  other 
hand,  Mowbray,  while  declining  any  advances  from  Woodstock,  would 
consider  proposals  for  union  from  Rondebosch  and  Claremont ;  while 
Wynberg  and  Green  and  Sea  Point  openly  prefer  their  present  isolation. 
This  show  of  unwillingness  gives  little  encouragement  to  the  view  of  those 
witnessess  who  would  pause  now  at  the  initial  experiment  of  an  incomplete 
combination,  postponing  to  some  future  day  the  complete  unification,  which 
they  nevertheless  believe  to  be  coming. 

73.  That  the  names  given  to  these  Municipalities  indicate  distinctions 
which  are  only  conventional ;  that  their  several  boundaries,  already  almost 
inappreciable,  are  yearly  becoming  more  so  owing  to  the  growing  congestion 
of  the  habitations;  that  the  people  dwelling  throughout  the  whole  area 
between  Sea  Point  and  Wynberg  have  a  common  interest  in  Cape  Town, 
in  its  importance  as  the  seat  of  Government,  and  in  its  general  well-being 
as  a  city  and  a  port ;  these  are  facts  which  it  is  idle  to  ignore.  But  the 
dwellers  within  that  area  are  bound  to  each  other  not  more  by  community  of 
interest  than  by  reciprocity  of  duty ;  and  the  circumstances  which  make 
it  necessary  for  men,  for  the  purpose  of  domicile,  to  go  outside  of  the  city, 
should  not  be  the  cause  of  their  being  ousted  from  an  interest  in  City 
management,  or  relieved  of  their  share  of  civic  responsibility.  The  move¬ 
ments  of  the  people  as  between  the  City  and  the  suburbs  during  the  last 
eleven  years  have  been  somewhat  significant ;  the  white  population  having 
increased  69  per  cent,  in  the  city,  and  212  per  cent,  in  the  suburbs, 
while  the  coloured  population  has  increased  3*65  per  cent,  in  the  city  and 
140  per  cent,  in  the  suburbs.  It  is  possible  that  such  movements  of 
the  people  may  have  been  anticipated  by  those  who  are  responsible 
for  the  laws  under  which  the  City  is  governed  ;  for  such  an  anticipation 
may  explain  some  of  the  provisions  of  those  laws  such  as  the  abolition  of 
the  ward  system  and  the  substitution  of  election  at  large,  plural  voting, 
restriction  of  the  hours  and  places  of  polling,  hours  of  meeting  of  the  Council 
and  of  its  Committees.  The  efficacy  of  such  precautionary  methods,  however, 
is  not  likely  to  be  permanent.  The  real  safety  lies  in  calling  back,  to  aid  in 
the  management  of  City  affairs,  those  who,  by  the  disabilities  inherent  in  the 
multiplication  of  Municipalities,  are  practically  excluded  from  the  Council 
Chamber  of  the  City  in  which  their  chief  Municipal  interest  lies.  Indeed 
those  very  reasons  which  make  it  convenient  and  just  that  the  six  “  districts’’ 
of  Cape  Town  are  not  so  many  distinct  Municipalities,  but  are  in  union  for 
the  raising  of  revenue  for  promoting  the  commonweal,  make  it  equally 
convenient  and  just  that  the  seven  other  districts  outside  of  Cape  Town 
should  similarly  be  unified  and  placed  for  all  Municipal  purposes  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  one  supreme  Council  chosen  by  the  ratepayers  throughout. 

74.  Here  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  bring  to  notice  the  fact  that  the 
unification  which  your  Commissioners  recommend  is  not  suggested  now 
for  the  first  time.  Ten  years  ago,  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  with  Mr.  (now  Sir)  J.  Rose-Innes  for  Chairman,  took  evidence  and 
brought  up  a  report  to  the  House.  Witnesses  were  then  found  to  be  in 
favour  of  a  change  such  as  your  Commissioners  recommend.  For  instance, 
Mr.  T.  L.  Graham,  the  present  Attorney-General,  said:  —  “  I  should  like  to 
see  a  single  Board  appointed  for  the  whole  Peninsula  including  Cape  Town  ; 
consolidate  the  debt,  and  have  one  single  controlling  Board  or  Council  elected 
at  one  time  by  one  constituency,  with  one  budget  of  expenditure,  and  one 
debt  for  the  whole  Peninsula  for  all  Municipal  purposes.”  In  its  report  the 
Committee  said  “  That  while  recognising  the  difficulties,  they  are  yet  of 
opinion  that  a  method  ought  to  be  found  of  placing  the  Government  of  all 
the  areas  in  question  in  the  hands  of  one  body,  whose  powers  would  be 
more  extensive  and  whose  duties  would  be  wider  than  those  at  present 
conferred  upon  any  Municipal  Corporation.  Your  Committee  would  strongly 
recommeud  the  creation  of  such  a  body.” 
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75.  What  those  more  extensive  powers  and  wider  duties  were  intended 
to  be,  your  Commissioners  need  not  now  stop  to  enquire ;  they  will 
emerge  aud  doubtless  be  granted  as  the  sphere  of  the  l:  body’s”  influence 
is  revealed  and  its  fitness  for  its  functions  is  proved.  It  must  suffice 
for  your  Commissioners  to  point  out  that  the  conditions  which  have  arisen 
since  that  Committee  reported  make  more  strongly  for  union.  Ten  years  ago 
the  population  in  the  suburbs  was  much  less,  both  absolutely  and  in  comparison 
with  that  of  Cape  Town.  The  several  Municipalities  were  still  sundered  by 
unbuilt-upon  belts  of  land  ;  and  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  each  would 
speedily  become  a  well-equipped  body.  To-day  the  population  of  the 
suburbs  has  outgrown  that  of  Cape  Town,  the  unbuilt-upon  zones  of  land 
have  disappeared  and  the  several  Municipalities  have  coalesced  so  that 
conventional  boundary  lines  pass  down  streets  aud  run  through  properties  arid 
even  dwellings.  During  these  ten  years  also,  the  rateable  values  and  the 
annual  revenues  of  the  Municipalities  have  gone  up  by  leaps  and  bounds. 
With  all  this,  however,  adequate  Municipal  equipment,  especially  in  the 
suburbs,  seems  no  nearer  realisation  than  it  was. 

75a.  General  Advantages  of  Unification. — In  the  preceding  paragraphs 
your  Commissioners  have  endeavoured  to  show  that  in  the  unification  of  the 
Metropolitan  Municipalities  is  to  be  found  the  only  practicable  method  by 
which  those  Municipalities  can  secure  the  large  and  general  schemes  of  water 
supply,  drainage  and  sewerage,  of  which  they  stand  in  need.  It  is  to  those 
primary  needs  of  all  Municipalities  that  the  enquiry  of  your  Commissioners 
is  directed  by  their  instructions.  But  your  Commissioners  recognize  that  by 
the  existence  of  eight  independent  Municipal  jurisdictions  within  the 
Metropolitan  area  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants  have  not  in  the  past  been 
promoted  as  they  might  have  been  if  there  had  been  uniform  Municipal 
administration  within  the  area.  If  the  multiplicity  of  subjects  with  which 
Municipalities  in  this  country  deal  by  means  of  regulations  is  borne  in  mind, 
as  well  as  the  fact  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  comparatively  small  Metropoli¬ 
tan  area  are  likely  to  be  embarrassed  by  the  varying  regulations  of  those 
eight  contiguous  jurisdictions,  the  inequalities  under  which  those  inhabitants 
suffer  can  easily  be  understood.  Such  matters  as  Cab  fares,  Building  Regu¬ 
lations,  Slaughter-houses  and  Wash-houses,  are  variously  dealt  with  in 
Regulations  which  are  in  force  only  within  the  area  of  the  Municipality 
which  ’nas  framed  them.  On  the  other  hand  a  common  interest  in  such 
things  as  Fire  Brigades  and  Fire-extinguishing  plaut,  in  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospitals,  Public  Slaughter-houses,  Public  Parks  and  Open  Spaces 
are  either  not  provided  for  at  all  in  some  Municipalities  or  have  their  useful¬ 
ness  impaired  by  localisation. 

In  this  connection  Your  Commissioners  would  also  draw  attention  to  the 
evidence  of  the  General  Manager  of  Railways  on  the  question  of  over-head 
Bridges,  where  he  says : — u  I  think  if  we  had  one  collective  body  to  deal 
with  that  particular  question,  instead  of  the  several  local  authorities  concerned, 
the  outlook  would  be  distinctly  wider,  and  would  be  an  advantage  to  th° 
public  and  all  concerned.  From  a  railway  point  of  view  I  should 
welcome  an  amalgamation  of  the  different  Municipalities.”  Evidence  such 
as  this  and  the  prospect  of  the  removal  of  some  of  those  inequalities  and 
omissions  to  which  attention  has  been  drawn,  seem  to  your  Commissioners  to 
give  much  strength  to  the  arguments  in  favour  of  that  unification  of  the 
Municipalities  which  they  have  recommended. 

CERTAIN  OBJECTIONS. 

70.  Certain  objections  have  been  specially  brought  against  the  unifica¬ 
tion  of  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities,  and  with  these  your  Commissioners 
now  propose  briefly  to  deal. 
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77.  An  Increased  Rate. — From  the  evidence  of  certain  witnesses  the  belief 
would  appear  to  be  prevalent  that  the  liabilities  of  Cape  Town  as  a  Munici¬ 
pality  are  very  heavy  and  therefore  necessitate  the  levying  of  a  rate  higher 
than  is  required  in  the  Suburban  Municipalities.  Unification  is  therefore 
objected  to,  there  being  a  dread  that  the  City  will  shift  this  heavy  rate  from 
its  own  ratepayers  immediately.  Your  Commissioners  are  bound  to  admit 
that  the  rates  which  in  recent  years  have  been  levied  by  the  City  Council 
lend  some  support  to  the  prevalent  belief.  But,  as  one  result  of  their  inves¬ 
tigation  of  the  Municipal  finances,  your  Commissioners  find  that  during  the 
last  five  years  an  amount  of  .£200,000  has  been  taken  from  the  C’ity’s  ordinary 
revenues  and  put  into  permanent  works.  This  means  that  during  the  five  years 
an  average  of  about  one-third  of  the  City’s  rates  has  been  spent  on  undertakings 
the  'cost  of  which  would  otherwise  have  been  charged  to  capital  account. 
The  City  therefore  is  able  to  show  a  valuable  asset  as  the  result  of  this  exces¬ 
sive  rating.  In  addition  to  this  it  is  believed  again  by  the  Council  that  the 
rate  for  Cape  Town  has  touched  its  highest  point,  and  is  more  likely  in  the 
future  to  fall  than  to  rise  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  nothing  to  show 
that  if  public  services  had  been  supplied  by  the  suburban  Municipalities  similar 
to  those  supplied  to  the  citizens  of  Cape  Town,  the  rates  would  have  been  lower 
than  those  of  Cape  Town.  But,  be  this  as  it  may,  your  Commissioners 
are  of  opinion  that  any  objection  that  can  be  substantiated  in 
this  respect,  can  be  got  rid  of  entirely  by  the  introduction  of  these 
methods  of  Municipal  taxation  known  as  “special  assessments”  and 
“  differential  rating.”  In  the  Peninsula  up  to  the  present  time,  very  little  if 
any  recourse  has  been  had  to  those  methods.  “  We  have  not  the  power  (of 
special  assessment)  but  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  things  that  the  Council  should  be 
empowered  to  do,  namely,  to  rate  special  properties  for  special  purposes.” 
“  Special  assessments”  are  applicable  to  parts  of  a  town  in  which  the  owners, 
being  desirous  to  have  in  the  vicinity  of  their  properties,  improvements  such 
as  superior  paving,  lighting,  kerbing,  &c.,  agree  to  a  special  assessment  on 
that  property  to  recoup  the  Council  in  respect  of  the  extra  expenditure. 
As  an  example  of  a  Municipal  Administration  having  “differential  rating,” 
the  case  of  Liverpool  may  be  mentioned,  this  City  being  now  an  aggregate  of 
nine  districts,  eight  of  which,  at  one  time  independent  Municipalities, 
have  been  in  succession  amalgamated  with  the  original  City.  In  this 
instance  the  general  rate  is  differentiated  in  the  several  districts  from  2s. 
4d.  to  4s.  Ifd.,  while  the  water  rate  differentiates  from  3d.  to  fid.  (annual 
rental.)* 


78.  (2)  Magnitude  of  the  Area. — The  area  of  the  unified  Municipality  will 
undoubtedly  be  considerable,  but  will  not  be  unprecedentedly  so  ;  and  it 
is  to  be  remembered  that  in  this  Colony  most  of  the  Municipal  areas  are 
considerable.  It  may  be  urged  by  way  of  reply  that  Municipalities  in  this 
Colony  are  extensive  in  area  owing  to  the  fact  that  in  most  cases  the  areas 
include  commonages  which  are  wanting  in  the  case  of  the  Metropolitan  Muni¬ 
cipalities.  But,  by  way  of  set-off  to  this,  there  is  the  important  fact  that  a 
very  considerable  portion  of  their  total  area  is  certain  to  remain  unbuilt 
upon.  The  whole  area  now  covers  21,726  acres,  the  total  population  of  the  area 
being  172,000  (or  exclusive  of  Military,  Shipping  and  Uitvlugt  natives, 

141,608),  f  giving  an  average  density  of  75  per  acre.  The  town  of  Leeds 
has  an  acreage  of  21,500  and  a  population  of  400,000.  The  City  of  Liver¬ 
pool  has  an  acreage  of  14,000,  with  an  average  density  of  51  per  acre,  a 
population  of  nearly  700,000,  and  a  Municipal  Council  of  120  members. 

The  aggregate  (ad  valorem)  rateable  value  of  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities 
(1902j  is  £21,000,000,  and  their  aggregate  revenue  £380,000.  Those  ‘ 

figures  are  not  formidable  in  view  of  municipal  facts  of  the  present  time  ; 
while  as  far  as  distances  apart  are  concerned,  it  is  an  ordinary  observation 


•Further  remark*  on  Differential  rating  appear  in  paragraph  138  ft  seq. 
+See  Table  T,  paragraph  10. 
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that  with  electric  tramways,  railways,  telegraphs  and  telephones,  such  distances 
as  are  characteristic  of  the  area  do  not  count  for  much  as  hindrances  or 
embarrassments  in  Municipal  administration. 

79.  (3)  Decay  of  local  interest. — It  is  argued  that  under  the  regime  of  a 
unified  Municipality,  the  services  of  that  class  of  Councillor  who  takes  a 
personal  interest  in  petty  details  of  municipal  work  will  be  lost  to  the 
community.  It  is  quite  true  that  no  Municipality  can  afford  to  discourage 
enthusiasm  for  the  public  welfare ;  and  it  would  certainly  be  regrettable 
that  any  ratepayer  who  had  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  a 
smaller  body  should  give  the  larger  one  the  go-by.  Your  Commissioners 
believe  that  by  the  creation  of  the  subsidiary  bodies  which  they  propose, 

(  Vide  Paragraph  109)  the  man  who  prefers  the  more  purely  local  side  of 
Municipal  life  will  continue  to  be  as  necessary  as  formerly,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  association  of  the  local  interest  with  the  wider  outlook  of  the  larger 
body  can  scarcely  fail  to  have  a  beneficial  influence. 

80.  (4)  Evasion  of  Local  Preferences. — It  would  seem  to  be  the  opinion 
of  some  witnesses  that  it  is  ouly  small  Municipalities  that  can  respect  the 
ideas  and  preferences  of  local  residents,  or  that  can  protect  a  locality,  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  a  residential  one  of  the  better  sort,  from  invasion  by  opposing 
influences.  But  no  evidence  is  forthcoming  to  prove  that  the  larger  Muni¬ 
cipalities  need  fail  in  their  duty  to  the  inhabitants  in  this  respect.  On  the 
contrary,  a  strong  Council  returned  by  a  wide  electorate,  a  Council  the 
members  of  which  are  not  overborne  by  the  friendships  of  a  small  locality, 
is  much  more  likely  than  is  a  weak  and  locality-ridden  Council  to  insist  on 
the  fulfilment  of  the  lawful  contracts  of  sellers  and  purchasers  of  land,  and 
on  the  observance  of  the  building  regulations  lawfully  passed.  In  addition 
to  this,  whenever,  in  any  Municipality,  the  plans  adopted  in  a  less  advanced 
period  of  its  history  are  found  to  be  incompatible  with  more  modern  require¬ 
ments,  it  is  only  by  a  strong  local  authority  that  expropriation  for  the 
purposes  of  betterment  is  ever  likely  to  become  a  policy. 

81.  (5)  Unification  in  the  past  a  failure. — On  the  passing  of  the 
Municipal  Act,  1882,  Wynberg,  Claremont,  Mowbray  and  Rondebosch,  all 
of  which  had  previously  been  under  the  Tillages  Management  Act,  were 
united  to  form  the  Municipality  of  Liesbeek,  but  in  1886  that  Municipality 
broke  up  ;  Wynberg  and  Claremont  to  form  single  Municipalities,  Rondebosoh 
and  Mowbray,  however,  remaining  in  union  until  1890,  when  they  also 
separated.  On  this  experience  an  argument  is  based  that  any  new  amalgama¬ 
tion  is  foredoomed  to  failure.  It  is  to  be  noted,  however,  that  the  separation 
was  not  due  to  any  difliculty  inherent  in  Municipal  administration  by  itself. 
One  witness  says  a  certain  amount  of  jealousy  sprung  up — conflicting 
interests  appeared.  The  Councillors  did  not  agree,  and  so  they  split  up. 
Another  witness  says  that  the  Councillors  who  were  elected  to  the  Council 
were  opposed  to  giving  up  the  “  Tillage  Management”  idea,  “  they  divided 
themselves  into  Committees  for  each  neighbourhood,  and  worked  the  area 
upon  that  principle,  although  under  the  name  of  one  Municipality,”  which 
it  never  really  was  ;  while  a  third  witness  clearly  indicates  that  it  was  a 
water  difficulty  that  finally  led  to  the  break-up ;  some  ratepayers  believing 
that  no  scheme  was  necessary ;  others  being  in  favour  of  a  scheme  for  moun¬ 
tain  storage  ;  and  still  others  being  determined  to  supply  all  local  needs  from 
such  sources  as  the  Albion  and  other  permanent  springs  in  Newlands  and 
Rondebosch.  But  those  and  some  other  witnesses  are  also  fairly  well  agreed 
that  a  better  spirit  now  prevails.  Naturally,  unless  that  better  spirit  does 
prevail,  unless  ratepayers  can  be  induced  to  subordinate  their  local  sensibili¬ 
ties  to  the  claims  of  reason,  unless  they  are  so  far  prepared  to  accept  the 
teachings  of  experience  elsewhere,  in  short,  unless  the  Councillors  come  to 
the  Council  table  with  a  determination  to  effect  and  to  maintain  real 
union,  failure  may  one*  more  overtake  the  best  possible  plans.  What  your 
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Commissioners  recognise  is  that  in  the  management  of  the  unified  Munici¬ 
pality  there  is  no  difficulty  insurmountable  by  men  who  are  animated  by  a 
desire  to  make  it  a  success. 

82.  In  addition  to  those  who  have  urged  the  foregoing  objections  upon 
your  Commissioners,  there  are  others  whose  natural  conservatism  makes  them 
dislike  a  proposal  to  obliterate  those  local  names  and  landmarks,  whose  past 
has  so  firmly  rooted  them  in  the  affections  of  the  people.  But  there  is  no 
call  for  any  such  obliteration.  On  the  contrary,  in  the  unified  Municipality 
such  familiar  names  as  Wyuberg  and  Sea  Point  will  find  not  only  a 
permanency,  but  an  appropriate  use  and  significance.  By  the  unification  of 
London,  people  have  not  ceased  to  speak  of  Islington  and  of  Chelsea  ;  in  the 
aggregate  of  Liverpool,  Everton  and  Toxteth  are  still  familiarly  beard  In 
any  possible  unification  of  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities  of  the  Penin¬ 
sula,  Woodstock  and  Rondebosch  are  in  no  danger  of  being  forgotten.  The 
inhabitants  of  these  suburbs  may  miss  some  of  the  marks  of  autonomy  ;  but  in 
the  enhanced  dignity  and  importance  which  the  new  regime  will  secure  for 
the  Metropolis  of  their  country,  they  should  find  all  the  compensation  which 
a  true  patriotism  can  demand. 

FINANCIAL  ASPECTS  OF  UNIFICATION. 

83.  It  appears  to  your  Commissioners,  therefore,  that  the  future  well¬ 
being  of  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities  demands  their  immediate  unification. 
It  remains  to  be  shown  that  their  recent  history  has  disordered  and  imperilled 
their  finances,  and  that  in  this  respect,  as  in  others,  immediate  unification  is 
desirable. 

84.  Ordinary  Revenue  and  Expenditure. — In  the  absence  of  any  common 
authority  on  the  accounting  system,  such  as  the  Divisional  Councils  have  in 
the  Controller  and  Auditor-General,  it  was  only  to  be  expected  that  the 
accounts  rendered  to  the  Commission  by  the  Municipalities  would  vary 
materially  in  their  treatment  of  similar  transactions.  Such  proved  to  be  the 
case.  Expenditure  on  wages  may  be  given  as  an  example;  some  Munici¬ 
palities  have  been  satisfied  to  charge  a  heading  u  Wage0,”  while  others  have, 
more  properly,  distributed  the  expenditure  under  the  various  works  and 
services  upon  which  the  men  were  employed. 

S5.  Considerable  difficulty  was  thus  experienced  in  reducing  the 
accounts  supplied  to  similar  terras  for  purposes  of  comparison  and  combination, 
and  the  efforts  of  your  Commissioners  to  do  so  have  been  only  partially 
successful.  The  abstracts  given  as  Appendix  A — (1)  to  (12) — hereto  are 
the  results  of  these  efforts.  In  the  statement  given  as  Appendix  A  (13) 
these  abstracts  are  brought  together,  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities 
being  placed  in  one  group  and  Ivalk  Bay  and  Simonstown  in  another.  The 
Ordinary  Revenue  and  Expenditure  is  first  shown,  then  the  Water  Receipts 
and  Payments,  then  the  Electric  Lighting  transactions,  and  finally  the  totals. 

86.  Dealingbere  with  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities.your  Commissioners 
are  of  opinion  that  perhaps  the  most  striking  feature  of  the  return  is  the 
magnitude  of  the  amounts  involved.  That  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  those 

r  Municipalities  in  the  last  five  years  should  have  amounted  to  £1,015,149 
4s.  Id.,  exclusive  of  expenditure  on  the  maintenance  of  the  supply  of 
Water  and  Electric  Light  and  the  expenditure  of  borrowed  money,  is 
certainly  most  noticeable  in  view  of  the  comparatively  small  benefits  derived 
by  the  ratepayers  and  their  many  unsatisfied  needs. 

87.  The  Cape  Town  accounts,  which,  it  may  be  remarked,  appear  to  be 
excellently  kept,  show  a  very  satisfactory  financial  position.  Starting  on 
the  1st  January,  1897,  with  au  overdraft  of  £17,691  4s.  0d.,  there  have 
been  surpluses  of  receipts  over  payments  in  the  five  years  ended  31st 
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December,  1901,  of  £18,059  12s.  5d.  in  regard  to  ordinary  works;  of 
£3,448  11s.  2d.  in  regard  to  Electric  lighting,  and  of  £9,344  4s.  lid.  in 
regard  to  Water  supply,  making  a  total  surplus  of  £30,852  8s.  6d. 
Deducting  the  opening  overdraft  from  this  sum,  the  credit  balance  of 
£13,161  4s.  6d.  on  the  31st  December,  1901,  is  produced — as  shown  in 
Appendix  A  (2).  The  surplus  in  regard  to  Water  supply  was  indeed 
£31,352  9s.  Td.  more  than  the  £9,344  4s.  lid.  shown,  but  £11,352  9s.  7d. 
was  transferred  in  1901  to  a  “Reserve  Fund  for  future  extension,”  and 
£20,000  was  transferred  to  the  general  revenue  account  in  part  payment  of 
amounts  spent  out  of  revenue,  thus  creating  the  surplus  of  £18,059  12s.  5d. 
in  lieu  of  a  deficit  of  £1,940  7s.  7d.  The  creation  of  a  Reserve  Fund  is 
of  doubtful  legality,  the  Acts  under  which  the  Council  works  making  no 
provision  for  such  a  step,  but  the  repayment  to  General  Revenue  is  fully 
justified  by  the  fact  that  £47,971  0s.  4d.  had,  up  to  the  31st  December, 
1901,  been  spent  out  of  Revenue  in  permanent  works  in  connection  with  the 
Water  supply.  It  is  only  right  to  add,  however,  that  nothing  has  apparently 
been  written  off  for  depreciation  of  works,  nor  is  there  any  legal  provision 
for  such  a  necessary  step  to  be  taken  by  the  Council. 

88.  In  marked  contrast  to  the  Cape  Town  position  it  will  be  observed 
that  the  revenue  has  in  the  five  years  fallen  short  of  the  expenditure  in 
six  of  these  eight  Municipalities,  the  actual  deficit  being  as  shown  in  the 
following  Table  : — 

TABLE  VII. — Showing  Deficit  of  Ordinary  Revenue  of  the  Suburban 

Municipalities,  as  supplied  to  the  Commission,  for  the  five  years  ended 

31st  December,  1901. 


£ 

s. 

d 

Sea  Point  and  Green  Point 

...  3,386 

19 

2 

Woodstock 

•  •  •  ,  ,, 

40 

0 

n 

O 

Mowbray 

. .  •  ... 

...  8,850 

6 

4 

Rondebosch 

•  •  .  n  • 

...  1,649 

1 

11 

Claremont 

...  •  f  • 

...  1,825 

3 

8 

Wynberg 

... 

...  7,330 

5 

9 

Total  ... 

..  23,081 

17 

1 

Each  of  these  deficits  calls  for  comment,  as  they  illustrate  unsatisfactory 
features  in  the  financing  of  the  smaller  Municipal  bodies. 

89.  The  Sea  Point  deficit  of  £3,386  19s.  2d.,  with  the  opening  over¬ 
drawn  balance  of  £397  3s.  8d.  on  the  1st  January,  1897,  and  certain  sums 
amounting  to  £352  3s.  9d.  paid  out  of  the  ordinary  account  but  chargeable 
to  the  Loan  Account,  caused  the  overdraft  at  the  Bank  on  the  31st  De¬ 
cember,  1901,  of  £3,916  8s.  Id.  shown  in  Appendix  A  (1).  The  first  and 
second  items  amounting  to  £3,784  2s.  1  Od.  are  equal  to  about  three- 
sevenths  of  the  sum  received  for  rates  in  1901,  but  your  Commissioners 
were  assured  by  the  Municipal  witnesses  that  provision  had  been  made  in  the 
rate  for  1902  by  which  the  overdraft  would  be  swept  away. 

90.  The  Woodstock  deficit  would  have  been  very  serious  had  not 
£16,509  9s.  7d.,  realised  by  sales  of  Municipal  lands,  been  credited  to 
Ordinary  Revenue,  and  as  there  was  a  deficit  of  £4,864  2s.  lid.  on  Water 
transactions  (not  allowing  for  share  of  profits  of  the  Suburban  Water  Works 
which  amounted  to  £2,284  10s.  Id.  but  had  not  been  paid  over  to  the 
Municipality)  it  was  necessary  to  borrow  £5,000  from  the  Loan  Account  ; 
this  £5,000  with  the  opening  credit  balance  of  £1,199  17s.  Id.  on  the  1st 
January,  1897,  had  been  reduced  by  the  £40  0s.  3d.  and  £4,864  2s.  lid. 
to  the  £1,295  13s.  lid.  shown  in  Appendix  A  (3)  as  the  balance  in  hand  on 
the  31st  December,  1901.  In  other  words,  but  for  the  sales  of  Municipal 
land  there  would  have  been  a  deficit  of  over  £20,000  to  have  been  met  at 
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the  end  of  1901.  The  Woodstock  Municipality  holds  other  lands  of  con¬ 
siderable  value,  and  is.  from  an  asset  and  liability  point  of  view,  in  a  very  sound 
position,  second  indeed  in  this  respect  only  to  Cape  Town  itself,  but  the 
application  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  land  to  ordinary  expenditure  is  opposed 
to  the  principles  upon  which  Municipal  financing  should  be  based.  The 
Mayor  stated  that  the  loan  of  £5,000  would  be  repaid  during  1902  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  increase  in  valuations  (the  rate  remaining  unaltered)  and 
retrenchment  in  the  expenditure. 

91.  The  Mowbray  deficit  of  £8,850  6s.  4d.  by  no  means  indicates  the 
real  position  of  the  finances  of  the  Municipality,  to  ascertain  which  it  was 
necessary  for  one  of  your  Commissioners  to  personally  investigate  the  books 
and  accounts  at  the  cost  of  considerable  time  and  labour.  This  investigation 
disclosed  the  fact  that  the  financial  position  was  very  much  worse  than  shown 
by  the  statement — passed  by  the  local  auditors — forming  Appendix  A  (5) 
hereto.  Thus,  with  an  opening  overdrawn  balance  on  the  1st  January,  1897, 
of  £399  16s.  2d.,  and  the  deficit  in  revenue  during  the  five  years  of 
£8,850  6s.  4d.,  an  overdrawn  balance  of  £9,250  2s.  6d.  is  produced  as  on 
the  31st  December,  1901.  But  to  this  must  be  added  expenditure  omitted 
therefrom  on  Plant  (£2,571  9s.  2d.),  Dog  Badges,  Council  Chamber  and 
Town  Hall  Furniture,  &c.,  amounting  to  £4,416  4s.  10d.,  Expenditure  in 
connection  with  the  Steenbras  purchase,  amounting  to  £1,630  9s.  3d.,  and 
Errors  to  be  corrected  amounting  to  £139  5s.  6d.,  increasing  the  overdraft 
to  £15,436  2s.  Id.  On  the  other  hand  certain  receipts  from  the  Rapenburg 
Farm,  amounting  to  £2,058  11s.  6d.,  have  not  been  included  in  the  Revenue, 
thus  leaving  a  net  sum  of  £13,377  10s.  7d.,  for  which  provision  had  to  be 
made.  The  rate  for  1902  was  increased  from  2d.  to  4d.,  which  will  produce 
some  £6,000  more  than  in  1901  ;  but  it  is  evident  that  this  will  only 
partially  meet  the  deficit,  especially  as  the  expenditure  is  likely  to  increase. 
Probably  £7,000  or  £8,000  will  still  have  remained  unadjusted  on  the  31st 
December,  1902.  It  may  be  added  that  the  Council  has  prided  itself  on 
Plant  having  been  “  entirely  paid  for  out  of  rates/'  “  we  have  not  borrowed 
any  money  for  the  purchase  of  wagons,  carts,  mules  or  anything  of  the  kind. 
All  has  been  paid  for  out  of  rates.”  But  so  far  from  such  being  really  the 
case,  the  money,  £4,416  4s.  10d.,  has  been  wholly  obtained  by  overdrawing 
at  the  Bank,  and  the  expenditure  has  been  entirely  omitted  from  the  Revenue 
and  Expenditure  Accounts  issued  by  the  Council. 

92.  The  Rondebosck  financial  statement  first  submitted  to  your  Commis¬ 
sioners  (Appendix  A  (6)  )alsorproved  unsatisfactory,  and  necessitated  a  similar 
personal  investigation  and  a  reconstruction  (Appendix  A  (7)  ).  To  the  deficit 
in  Revenue  during  the  five  years,  amounting  to  £1,6  19  Is.  lid.  has  to  be 
added  the  net  expenditure  in  connection  with  the  Steenbras  purchase  amount¬ 
ing  to  £1,000  14s.  0d.,  which,  when  the  opening  credit  balance  on  the  1st 
January,  1897,  of  £230  17s.  5d.  is  deducted,  leaves  an  overdraft  of 
£2,418  18s  6d.  on  the  31st  December,  1901,  as  shown  in  the  amended 
statement.  This  would  be  equal  to  about  one -third  of  the  rate,  and  it  is 
doubtful  whether  it  will  be  adjusted  in  the  current  year  (1902). 

93.  The  Claremont  statement  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure  (Appendix 
A  (8) )  is  also  incomplete.  The  deficit  in  Revenue,  as  shown  therein,  amounts 
to  £1,825  3s.  Sd.,  which  with  the  opening  overdrawn  balance  on  the  1st 
January,  1897,  of  £974  0s.  9d.  makes  the  overdrawn  balance  of  £2,799  4s.  5d. 
on  the  31st  December,  1901,  shown  in  the  statement.  But  there  had  been 
further  expenditure  on  plant,  mules,  etc.,  amounting  to  £5,067  5s,  I0d., 
which  is  not  included  in  the  statement,  and  thus  increases  the  overdraft  in 
connection  with  the  ordinary  receipts  and  expenditure  to  £7,866  l"s.  3d. 
The  Loan  Account  had  lent  £9,000  to  the  ordinary  account  in  view  of  this 
overdraft.  But  the  ordinary  accouut  had  been  charged  with  certain  other 
expenditure  which  is  to  be  hereafter  provided  for  by  Loan,  so  that  actually 
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and  finally  the  ordinary  account  in  the  Bank — notwithstanding  the  £9,000 
loan — was  overdrawn  by  £4,337  13s.  9d.  on  the  31st  December,  1901. 

94.  To  the  Wynberg  deficit  in  Ordinary  Revenue  during  the  five 
years,  amounting  to  £7,330  5s.  9d.,  has  to  be  added  the  overdrawn  balance 
on  the  1st  January,  1897,  of  £429  19s.  8d.,  leaving  a  deficit  of  £7,760 
os.  5d.  The  Water  receipts  exceeded  the  payments  by  £117  11s.  7d.,  but 
the  Water  accouut  opened  on  the  1st  January,  1897,  with  an  overdraft  of 
£1,075  15s.  Id.,  of  which  £958  3s.  6d,  thus  remained  at  the  end  of  the 
period.  The  total  deficit  on  the  31st  December,  1901,  was  therefore  £8,718 
Ss.  lid.  Evidence  was  given  to  the  effect  that  the  31st  December  was  the 
most  unfavourable  date  for  judging  of  the  Wynberg  finances,  inasmuch  as 
the  rates  fall  due  on  the  1st  February.  But  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  whole  rate 
equals  only  about  the  amount  of  the  deficit  named,  it  seems  evident  that  a  large 
part  of  such  deficit  will  have  remained  still  unadjusted  on  the  31st  December, 
1902,  probably  from  £4,000  to  £5,000. 

95.  It  is  apparent  from  these  criticisms  that  the  deficits  in  ordinary 
Revenue  on  the  31st  December,  1901,  were  far  more  serious  than  disclosed 
by  the  list  given  in  paragraph  88 — which  was  based  solely  on  the  statements 
rendered.  The  true  figures  are  as  shewn  in  the  following  table  :  — 

TABLE  VIII. — Showing  Deficits  in  ordinary  Revenue  of  certain  Muni¬ 
cipalities  during  the  five  years  ended  31st  December,  1901,  as 
ascertained  by  the  Commissioners. 


£  s.  d. 
3,784  2  10 

4,904  3  2 

13,377  10  7 
2,418  18  6 
7,866  10  3 
8,718  8  11 


Sea  Point  and  Green  Point 


Woodstock 
Mowbray  ... 
Rondebosch 
Claremont ... 
Wynberg  ... 


£41,069  14  3 


96.  Now  your  Commissioners  do  not  for  a  moment  wish  to  impl"  that 
these  Municipal  Bodies  are  in  financial  straits  or  in  any  respect  unable  to 
meet  their  liabilities.  The  facts  seem  rather  to  point,  in  your  Commissioners’ 
opinion,  to  the  natural  tendency  of  small  local  governing  bodies  to  avoid 
taxation  as  much  as  possible.  So  far  as  this  takes  the  form  of  economy 
coupled  with  efficiency  it  is  deserving  of  all  praise,  but  the  postponement  of 
a  settlement  of  liabilities  and  their  omission  from  the  current  accounts  appear 
to  be  a  wholly  undesirable  course.  The  fact  that  the  larger  body  in  Cape 
Town  has  boldly  met  its  liabilities  seems  to  your  Commissioners  to  accentuate 
the  value  of  the  unification  already  recommended,  showing  as  it  does  that 
with  the  greater  Council  there  would  be  less  danger  of  improper  financial 
methods  being  perpetuated.  Doubtless  to  some  extent  the  financial  position 
in  the  Suburbs  has  been  brought  about  by  the  inefficiency  of  permanent 
officers ;  but  here  again  the  need  of  unification  comes  in,  since,  in  view  of 
the  restiicted  salaries  to  which  the  smaller  Municipalities  are  limited,  it  is 
difficult  for  them  to  obtain  as  officers  men  who  combine  competency  in 
administrative  matters  combined  with  a  knowledge  of  accounting  and  finance  . 

96a.  The  percentage  of  the  receipts  during  1901  of  each  of  the  eight 
Metropolitan  Municipalities,  to  the  total  is  given  in  Table  VI.  on  page  11. 
In  order  that  the  value  of  the  respective  sources  of  revenue  and  the 
chief  causes  of  expenditure  may  be  illustrated,  an  abstract  of  the  receipts 
and  payments  of  all  the  Municipalities  is  given  under  suitable  headings  in 
Appendix  A  (14).  As  already  explained,  the  conclusions  are  somewhat 
incomplete,  but  they  are  sufficiently  exact  to  afford  interesting  and 
valuable  information. 
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97.  Establishments. — The  cost  of  the  Clerical  and  Accounting  staffs 
has  increased  considerably  of  late  years,  but  the  Table  which  follows  shows 
no  great  variations  in  the  percentages  of  such  salaries  to  the  ordinary  revenue 
except  in  the  case  of  Woodstock ;  the  evidence  tendered  by  that  Municipality 
showed,  however,  that  the  matter  was  receiving  earnest  attention. 
Your  Commissioners  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  even  if  the  cost  of 
the  Establishments  be  not  reduced  by  unification  of  the  Municipalities 
much  greater  efficiency  will  be  obtainable  for  the  sums  spent  under  this 
heading. 

TABLE  IX,  showing  the  total  ordinary  revenue  of  each  of  the  Metropolitan 
Municipalities  (except  Maitland)  during  1901,  the  Expenditure  on 
Clerical  and  Accounting  Establishments  and  the  percentage  of  the 
latter  to  the  former. 


Municipality. 

Total  ordinary  Revenue, 
1901. 

Salaries  Clerical  and 
Accounting,  1901. 

Percentage 
of  Salaries  to 
Revenue. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Cape  Town 

187.386 

3 

11 

8,237 

4 

2 

4-40 

Green  &  Sea  Point 

16,206 

7 

5 

790 

14 

0 

4-88 

Woodstock 

18,342 

4 

8 

1,578 

1 

8 

8-60 

Mowbray 

8,016 

11 

10 

424 

3 

4 

5  29 

Rondebosch 

10,429 

19 

9 

560 

0 

0 

5-37 

Claremont 

15,615 

8 

7 

654 

0 

0 

4-19 

Wyuberg 

* 

10,536 

4 

10 

488 

6 

7 

4-63 

266,533 

1 

0 

12,732 

9 

9 

4-78 

*  Maitland  is  omitted. 


98.  Indebtedness. — It  was  manifestly  desirable  that  the  exact  position  of 
the  Municipalities  in  regard  to  Loans  of  a  more  or  less  permanent  character 
should  be  ascertained,  and  this  has  been  accomplished.  The  Statements 
published  in  Appendix  L(l)  to  (9)  give  the  facts  in  great  detail  in  regard  to 
each  Municipality,  and  their  accuracy  has  been  confirmed  by  the  Municipal 
Bodies.  The  statement  given  as  Appendix  L  (10)  summarises  the  totals  but 
showing  the  Municipalities  from  Sea  Point  to  Wynberg  in  one  group  and 
Kalk  Bay  and  Simonstown  in  another. 

Not  only  do  these  statements  show  the  borrowing  powers  and  to 
what  extent  they  have  been  exercised,  the  repayments  and  the  actual  debt 
outstanding,  but  they  also  give  the  disposal  of  the  sums  borrowed  ;  further, 
the  transactions  in  connection  with  Water,  Drainage  and  Sewerage  and 
Electric  light  are  throughout  kept  distinct. 

99.  With  further  reference  to  the  statements  contained  in  Appendix  L 
(10),  and  in  view  of  your  Commissioners’  iv  commendation  that  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Municipalities  should  be  unified,  it  will  be  an  advantage  to  tabulate 
separately  the  debts  of  those  Municipalities  for  the  purpose  of  showing  in 
brief  what  the  combined  debt  of  the  unified  Municipality  would  have  been  as 
on  31st  December,  1901,  and  what  the  purposes  were  for  which  the  loans  were 
severally  raised.  With  this  object,  the  following  Table  has  been  constructed. 
It  shows  that  the  combined  debt  would  have  been  £1,573,622  18s.  8d.  at 
that  date,  and  that  the  total  present  annual  charge  on  that  debt  for  interest 
and  rinking  fund  contributions  is  £68,780  15».  lOd. 
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TA'SLE  X. _ Showing  the  Debt  outstanding  on  31st  December,  1901,  in  connection  with  the  Loans  raised  by  each  of  the 

Metropolitan  Municipalities,  and  the  purposes  for  which  such  Debt  was  incurred. 
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*  Not  including  £20,000  re  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Water  Scheme. 
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100.  The  debt  per  head  of  the  Population  of  these  Municipalities  is 
shown  in  the  following  Table  XI : — 

TABLE  XI. — Showing  the  Debt  per  head  of  Population  of  the  Metropolitan 
Municipalities,  as  on  the  31st  December,  1901. 


Popula¬ 

tion. 

Debt  pek 

Head  be 

Total 
Debt  per 
Head. 

General 

Purposes. 

Water. 

Drainage 

and 

Sewerage. 

Electric 

Light. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

Green  and  Sea  Point 

7,567 

3  16  0 

0  19  10 

6  16  9 

1112  7 

Cape  Town 

64,171 

2  1  10 

6  3  7 

5  18  4 

1  8  1 

15  11  10 

Woodstock 

25,032 

1  18  4 

2  5  4 

*4  3  8 

Maitland  . . 

3,947 

Mowbray . . 

8,237 

4  110 

6  17  9 

118  9 

Rondebosch 

5,791 

4  5  8 

9  15  11 

14  1  7 

Claremont 

13,166 

2  7  2 

4  6  2 

6  13  4 

Wynberg  . . 

13,697 

1  16  3 

5  9  4 

1  4  10 

8  10  5 

141,608 

2  6  6 

4  19  8 

3  3  4 

0  12  9 

112  3 

*  Not  including  £20,000  re  Oliphant’*  Hoek. 


These  figures  are  instructive  and  show  Cape  Town  in  a  verj  favourable 
light — more  so  than  the  real  facts  warrant,  sioce  nearly  £147,500  had  been 
spent  out  of  the  Revenue  pending  the  raising  of  Loans,  and  the  whole  unused 
borrowing  powers  of  that  Council  amounted  to  £1,544,854,  and  will  doubt¬ 
less  soon  be  exercised. 

101.  The  great  variations  in  the  rateable  value  per  head  ( vide  Table 
III.,  page  8)  make  this  return  of  debt  per  head  somewhat  misleading  if 
taken  by  itself.  It  is  desirable  therefore  to  give  the  following  Table  XII.  of 
the  Debt  per  pound  of  the  Valuations  : — 


TABLE  XII.—  Showing  Debt  per  £  of  the  Valuations  of  the  Metropolitan 
Municipalities  as  on  the  31st  December,  1901. 


Debt  per  £ 

of  Valuation. 

Valuation. 

General 

purposes. 

Water. 

Drainage 

and 

Sewerage. 

Electric 

Light. 

Total 

Debt. 

Green  and  Sea  Poiut 

1,366,325 

5d. 

Id. 

9d. 

— 

Is.  3d. 

Cape  Town  . . 

12,272,190 

3d. 

8d. 

7d. 

2d. 

Is.  8d. 

Woodstock  .  . 

2,071,900 

od. 

7d.* 

— 

— 

~ls.  0d. 

Mowbray  .  . 

820,000 

lid. 

Is.  5d. 

— 

2s.  Id. 

ltondebosch 

874,344 

7d. 

Is.  3d. 

— 

— 

Is.  1  Od. 

Claremont  .  . 

1,273,500 

6d. 

lid. 

— 

— 

Is.  5d. 

Wynberg  . . 

2,025,692 

3d. 

9d. 

2d. 

— 

Is.  2d. 

20,708,951 

4d. 

8d. 

5d. 

Id. 

Is.  rid. 

*  Notk. — 0, 000  re  Oliphant'a  Hoek  is  omitted. 
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It  will  ttius  be  seen  that  as  regards  Total  Debt,  while  Cape  Town  shows 
the  largest  sum  per  head,  it  comes  third  in  the  list  based  on  valuation, 
Eondebosch  is  second  in  both  and  Woodstock  last  and  least  in  both. 
Mowbray,  while  fourth  per  head,  is  first  on  valuation ;  Sea  Point  is  third 
per  head  and  fifth  on  valuation,  Claremont  is  sixth  per  head  but  fourth  on 
valuation,  and  Wynberg  is  fifth  per  head  and  sixth  on  valuation. 

THE  UNIFIED  COUNCIL. 


Svtarl. 


12671. 


Hiy. 

9B19-M. 

Bill. 

11448,  13'.  65-62. 


Jacob. 


Hay. 

Vim. 


102.  While  they  are  not  of  opinion  that  the  area  of  the  unified  Muni¬ 
cipality  is  too  large  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  one  supreme  elective 
Municipal  Council,  your  Commissioners  recognise  that  the  area  must  be 
sub-divided  in  order  that  this  Council  may  be  fairly  representative  of  every 
local  interest.  One  witness,  who  has  had  considerable  experience  as  a  Town 
Councillor  in  Cape  Town,  says  in  his  evidence,  “You  need  not  do  away 
with  the  Municipalities  as  they  now  are,  if  they  are  only  treated  for  these 
purposes  as  Wards  of  a  larger  Municipality.”  Your  Commissioners  con¬ 
sider  that  there  will  be  an  immediate  advantage  in  retaining  the  existing 
boundaries  of  the  several  Municipalities  as  the  boundaries  of  the  necessary 
sub-divisions  of  the  unified  Municipality  ;  but  they  recommend  that  these 
sub-divisions  should  be  designated  “Districts”  iusteaa  of  “  Wards.”  The 
principal  reason  for  this  is  that  your  Commissioners  are  in  favour  of 
introducing  the  Ward  system  and  that  some  of  these  expiring  Municipalities 
or  “  Districts,”  as  they  are  now  to  be  termed,  will  have  again  to  be  sub¬ 
divided  into  Wards.  The  retention  of  the  old  boundaries  of  Municipalities 
as  boundaries  of  Districts  has  in  its  favour  also  the  fact  that  they  have  been 
long  established  and  will  continue  to  mark  out  localities  with  whose  names 
much  popular  sentiment  is  intimately  associated. 

103.  There  being  at  present  eight  Municipalities  to  be  unified,  there 
would  be  a  corresponding  number  of  Districts  in  the  consolidated  or  unified 
Municipality,  and  each  of  those  Districts  would  be  a  “  Rating  District,”  as 
will  be  more  particularly  described  hereafter.  With  reference  to  the  proposed 
sub-division  of  some  of  the  Districts  into  Wards,  your  Commissioners  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that,  before  they  began  their  enquiry,  the  institution  of 
the  Ward  system  had  been  receiving  attention  from  the  ratepayers  in  some  of 
the  larger  Municipalities,  notably  in  Cape  Town,  where,  indeed,  a  Ward 
system  for  the  election  of  Councillors  and  for  other  purposes  was  formerly  in 
existence.  In  addition  to  the  evidence  of  witnesses  whose  names  are  noted 
on  the  margin,  there  is  the  evidence  of  the  delegates  of  the  Working  Men’s 
xlssociation  of  South  Africa,  who  are  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Ward  system, 
believing  as  they  do  that  it  offers  the  best  means  of  securing  the  fairest 
representation  of  all  interests.  They  say:  “If  you  have  any  complaint, 
under  a  Ward  system  you  will  be  able  to  fix  your  Councillor  and  bring  him 
to  book  ;  but  now  it  is  such  an  easy  matter  to  say — I  can’t  help  it,  so  and  so 
is  responsible.”  Another  witness,  speaking  of  the  neglected  condition  of 
District  No.  6,  of  Cape  Town,  says  :  “  I  think  if  members  of  the  Council  had 
been  elected  to  represent  Wards,  more  would  have  been  done  for  that  No.  0 
District;  and  the  result  of  election  at  large  is  that  electors  have  no  particular 
interest  in  any  of  the  men,  and  when  they  are  elected,  there  is  no  Councillor 
to  whom  one  could  especially  look  as  representing  your  Ward  or  street.”  It 
will  thus  be  seen  from  the  evidence  that  so  far  as  the  individual  Municipality 
of  Cape  Town  is  concerned,  the  reiutroduction  of  the  Ward  system  was 
believed  to  be  necessary  and  likely  to  be  beneficial.  In  the  case  of  the 
propos-d  unified  Municipality,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  need  would 
be  greater  and  that  the  benefits  would  be  more  certaiu.  For,  when  they  are 
brought  together  into  the  unified  Municipality,  the  several  component 
Districts  will  be  dissimilar  in  some  respects,  most  of  all  in  respect  of  their 
population,  which  will  range  from  about  4,000  up  to  7,0,000  ;  and,  as  it 
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would  manifestly  be  inexpedient  that  the  several  Councils  should  represent 
constituencies  so  grossly  disproportionate,  the  only  alternative  seems  to  be  to 
redress  the  inequality  by  a  further  sub-division. 

104.  The  advisability  of  introducing  the  Ward  system  having  thus  been 
shown,  the  question  of  the  number  of  the  Wards  has  next  to  be  considered. 
It  appears  to  your  Commissioners  that  it  will  be  expedient  to  subdivide  the 
8  Districts  into  19  Wards  ;  and,  in  pursuance  thereof,  they  recommend  that 
these  Wards  should  be  allocated  to  the  several  Districts  as  follows  : — to 
Green  and  Sea  Point- -1  ward;  to  Cape  Town — 9  wards;  to  Woodstock — 2 
wards  ;  to  Maitland — 1  ward  ;  to  Mowbray — 1  ward  ;  to  Rondebosch — 1  ward  ; 
to  Claremont — 2  wards;  and  to  Wynberg- -2  wards.  In  the  number  of 
wards  thus  allocated  to  the  Cape  Town  District  no  provision  is  made  for  the 
area  of  Camps  Bay,  so  that  hereafter,  in  the  event  of  its  becoming  a  populous 
area  and  of  the  Municipality  being  extended  so  as  to  include  it,  Camps  Bay 
would  become  the  ninth  District  and  the  twentieth  ward  of  the  unified 
Municipality. 

1 05.  The  eight  M  unicipalities  which  it  is  proposed  to  unify  have  an 
aggregate  of  seventy-eight  Councillors,  the  number  for  each  Council  varying 
from  six  to  eighteeu.  Your  Commissioners  consider  that  the  work  ot  the 
unified  Municipality,  including  the  work  of  its  Committees,  can  for  the 
present  be  undertaken  by  a  Council  consisting  of  sixty  members. 

106.  In  arriving  at  the  distribution  of  these  Councillors  between  the 
several  Districts,  your  Commissioners  have  borne  in  mind  the  principle  that 
such  Councillors  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  represent  areas  of  equal  im¬ 
portance  in  regard  to  wealth  and  population.  This  principle  was  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  the  Federation  Commission  of  1872  and  adopted  in  the  distribution 
of  seats  in  the  Legislative  Council  when  Act  No  18  of  1874  was  passed  ; 
and  it  was  further  followed  in  1880  when  the  representation  of  Griqualand 
West  had  to  be  settled.  Area  as  well  as  wealth  being  a  point  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  in  Municipal  matters,  your  Commissioners  have  given  equal  weight 
to  each,  while  at  the  same  time  regarding  population  as  of  a  value  equal  to 
that  of  the  two  together.  Thus,  in  the  subjoined  Table  is  shown  the  area 
of  each  District  and  the  exact  proportion  of  sixty  members  which  could  fall 
to  each  District  on  that  basis  ;  then  the  similar  facts  in  regard  to  Rateable 
V alue,  and  then  the  mean  result  of  th“  two  ;  similar  figures  are  then  given 
in  regard  to  population,  and  the  mean  of  the  latter  figure  and  of  that 
previously  attained.  Your  Commissioners  have  then  shown  the  number  of 
Councillors  they  would  recommend  for  each  District  and  for  the  Wards.  It 
will  be  found  that  the  distribution  is  as  nearly  equal  as  is  practicable,  and  if 
may  therefore  be  hoped  that  it  will  give  satisfaction  to  the  ratepayers. 


:i 
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lAF.LE  XIII. — Showing  the  apportionment  of  a  Council  of  sixty  members  to  the  several  Districts,  calculated  on  the  basis  of 

Areas,  Value  of  Property  and  Population;  with  recommendations  thereon. 
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The  recommendations  of  your  Commissioners  are  therefore  as  follows:  — 


Sea  Point  &  Green  Point. 

1 

Ward. 

3 

Councillors. 

Cape  Town 

...  9 

27 

55 

Woodstock 

...  2 

»  j 

8 

55 

Maitland  ... 

...  1 

V) 

o 

0 

55 

Mowbray 

...  1 

>> 

3 

55 

Rondebosch 

...  1 

3 

55 

Claremont 

...  2 

6 

55 

Wynberg... 

...  2 

V 

7 

55 

107.  As  far  as  the 

question  of 

Ward  boundaries 

is  concerned 

Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  these  should  be  determined  before  the  first 
election  of  Councillors  is  held  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
necessary  Act  of  Incorporation.  But  as  they  are  not  in  possession  of  informa¬ 
tion  on  which  they  can  proceed  to  demarcate  the  Wards,  your  Commissioners 
now  recommend  that  the  Act  of  Incorporation  should  empower  the  Governor, 
before  the  first  election  takes  place,  to  proclaim  such  Ward  boundaries  ns, 
after  due  enquiry,  may  be  found  to  be  most  suitable  in  the  premises. 

108.  The  details  necessary  to  be  provided  for  in  respect  of  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  Councillors  and  of  voters  are  all  dealt  with  in  the  draft  Bill  to  be 
found  in  Appendix  M.  With  reference  to  the  right  of  voting,  your  Commis¬ 
sioners,  after  the  most  careful  consideration  of  all  the  points  involved, 
recommend  that  such  right  should  be  given  to  all  persons  having  the 
necessary  qualification,  that  plural  voting  should  in  all  cases  be  abolished,  aud 
that  no  person  shall  lawfully  be  registered  as  a  voter  in  more  than  one  Ward, 
the  right  being  reserved  to  the  voter  to  determine  in  which  District  or  Ward 
of  a  District  he  may  be  registered,  in  the  event  of  his  being  qualified  to  be 
registered  as  a  voter  in  more  than  one  District  or  Ward. 

109.  Your  Commissioners  recommend  that  the  Councillors  elected  for 
each  District,  or  such  number  of  them  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Council, 
shall  form  a  District  Committee.  They  are,  however,  of  opinion  that  the  duties 
of  those  District  Committees  should  not  be  defined  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation, 
but  should  be  such  duties  within  the  District  purely  of  a  local  administrative 
character  as  the  Council  may  from  time  to  time  lawfully  delegate  to  the 
Committee. 

THE  UNIFIED  COUNCIL  AND  WATER  SUPPLY. 

110.  Reverting  to  what  has  already  been  said  in  I  his  Report  (paragraphs 
19  to  36)  your  Commissioners  recommend  that  one  of  the  matters  which 
should  have  the  earliest  attention  of  the  Council  of  the  unified  Municipality 
should  be  an  instruction  to  their  proper  officers  to  take  the  necessary  steps 
for  determining  which  of  the  several  suggested  sources  of  Water-supply  it 
will  be  most  advisable  for  the  Council  finally  to  adopt.  Attention  has  been 
drawn  (paragraph  30)  to  the  fact  that  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town  has 
already  undertaken  some  further  preliminary  investigations  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  but  declines  at  this  moment  to  let  the  results  be  known 
publicly.  It  will  be  for  the  enlarged  and  unified  Council  to  determine  how 
far  such  further  preliminary  investigations  as  have  been  so  carried  on  meet 
all  the  requirements  of  the  case.  But  from  what  your  Commissioners  have 

said  on  “Sources  of  additional  wrater- supply,”  it  will  be  understood  that  rar“U*«V 27 
they  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  more  than  one  scheme  for 
bringing  in  water.  The  unification  of  the  Municipalities  must  do  away  with 
all  need  for  multiplying  schemes,  and  indeed  the  advantages,  economical 
and  otherwise,  of  a  single  scheme  are  amongst  the  best  of  the  reasons 
for  that  unification.  To  bring  water  from  two  or  three  sources,  each  40  or 
50  miles  distant  from  the  area  to  be  supplied — an  area  with  a  total  popula-  bn- 
tion  at  present  of  only  170,000  and  with  a  probable  population  of  500,000 
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after  twenty-five  years — and  to  do  so  while  a  sufficient  supply  for  such 
probable  population  can  be  obtained  from  one  source,  would  be  a  waste  of 
money.  That  such  M  ould  be  the  case  will  be  seen  from  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Stewart,  who  states  that  such  a  proposal  would  add  50  per  cent,  to  the 
cost.  In  reply  to  this  objection  it  is  argued  that  revenue  from  the  sale  of 
water  to  places  on  the  way  would  cover  that  50  per  cent,  on  the  cost.  This 
is  altogether  problematical ;  because  to  provide  for  the  requirements — present 
and  prospective —of  places  on  the  way  would  naturally  necessitate  a  larger 
initial  expenditure  of  capital  on  the  enterprise.  Your  Commissioners  believe 
that  the  proposed  Council  will  also  take  this  view  j  and,  if  so,  it  only  remains 
for  your  Commissioners  to  urge  the  absolute  necessity  of  having  an 
exhaustive  preliminary  examination  of  the  proposed  sources  of  supply  before 
a  final  decision  is  come  to.  Doubtless  the  Engineers  of  the  Council  will  be 
able  to  advise  in  what  manner  the  time  required  for  the  preliminary  examina¬ 
tion  can  be  most  advantageously  used  for  the  purpose  of  accelerating  the 
final  completion  of  the  undertaking. 

111.  In  view  of  the  rapidly  increasing  population,  and  of  the  scarcity 
of  water  already  met  with  in  some  portions  of  the  Metropolitan  area,  your 
Commissioners  have  given  much  consideration  to  the  means  immediately 
available  for  augmenting  the  supply.  Apart  from  the  additional  reservoirs 
now  in  course  of  construction  for  Cape  Town  and  for  the  Suburban  Municipal 
Waterworks,  the  only  other  source  seems  to  be  the  Orange  Kloof  Farm  {vide 
paragraph  23).  But  to  bring  a  water  supply  from  this  collecting  area, 
another  reservoir  will  first  have  to  be  constructed  ;  and  to  do  this  would  in 
all  probability  take  longer  than  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  be  required  to  complete 
the  second  Cape  Town  Table  Mountain  reservoir.  The  Orange  Kloof  supply 
would  therefore  be  boated  while,  as  a  permanent  source  of  additional  supply, 
it  is  too  limited  to  be  very  valuable.  Your  Commissioners  therefore  can 
only  urge  that  the  reservoirs  now  being  constructed  should  be  completed 
with  all  possible  dispatch  ;  and  that  it  should  be  left  to  the  Engineering 
staff  to  determine  in  what  way  the  supplies  from  these  reservoirs 
can  best  be  made  available  for  consumers  throughout  the  unified 
Municipality  pending  the  consummation  of  the  larger  scheme.  In  the 
intervening  period  the  mountain  reservoir  supplies  may,  with  care  and 
economy,  meet  requirements  especially  so  long  as  the  suburbs  are  unsewered 
and  therefore  unprovided  with  a  water  carriage  sewerage  system. 

112.  From  what  has  hereinbefore  been  recommended  by  your  Com¬ 
missioners  it  would  follow  that  all  the  several  water  supply  systems  and 
properties  such  as  the  Sfeenbras  or  Oliphant’s  Hoek  farms  which  may  have 
been  purchased  by  any  Metropolitan  Municipalities  for  water  supply  pur¬ 
poses  will  become  the  property  of  the  unified  Municipality.  It  would, 
however,  manifestly  be  unjust  that  until  the  large  additional  supply  is 
actually  made  available,  a  Municipality  such  as  Cape  Town  or  Wynberg 
should  be  in  any  sense  deprived  of  its  present  advantages.  Your  Com¬ 
missioners  would  therefore  recommend  that  until  the  new  supply  is  available 
all  the  old  supplies  should  be  carefully  administered  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Districts  to  which  they  at  present  belong.  When,  however,  an  ample 
supply  for  all  needs  is  actually  available  your  Commissioners  would  propose 
that  the  present  supply  should  be  11  pooled”  with  it  and  be  equally  available 
for  any  part  of  the  unified  Municipality.  It  would  follow  that  the  cost  of 
all  the  present  water  schemes  even  though  some  of  them  may  represent 
expenditure  which  ultimately  proves  to  be  non-reproduetive,  should  be  charged 
to  the  general  water  account  and  form  part  of  the  capital  expenditure  there¬ 
on.  The  outstanding  debt  in  connection  with  any  such  purchases  would 
become  part  of  the  debt  of  the  unified  Council  and  each  District 
would  be  entitled  to  a  refund  from  the  water  account  of  any 
cum  which  may  have  been  expended  out  of  revenue  either  in 
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connection  with  waterworks  construction  or  purchase  or  repayment 
of  water  debts.  Your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  in  view 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  case  any  attempt  to  value  the  water 
properties  would  be  undesirable.  Taking  YYynberg  as  an  instance,  while  at 
present  with  a  scarcity  of  water  in  the  suburbs,  the  Wynberg  Waterworks 
form  a  very  valuable  asset,  it  is  manifest  that  the  value  of  that  asset  is 
adventitious  and  would  be  materially  reduced  by  the  introduction  from  a 
distance  of  an  ample  supply  for  all  purposes.  It  would  not  be  fair  on  the 
one  hand  that  any  accidental  increase  in  the  cost  of  any  present  works 
should  tell  against  a  particular  District,  nor  on  the  other  hand  would  it  be 
justifiable  that  a  particular  District  should  be  credited  with  any  adventitious 
value  which  will  have  vanished  when  the  larger  supply  becomes  available. 

The  existing  debt  and  interest  thereon  would  of  course  at  once  become 
a  liability  of  the  Unified  Council,  but  the  interest  would  be  chargeable 
against  the  water  accounts  of  the  Districts  concerned  until  the  water  supply 
is  “  pooled  ”  as  indicated,  when  it  would  become  a  charge  against  the  water 
account  of  the  unified  Municipality. 

113.  Legislative  Provisions. — From  what  has  already  been  said  it  cannot 
but  be  quite  clear  that  waterworks  constructed  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  herewith  reported  by  your  Commissioners,  must  include  a 
reservoir  for  impounding  and  for  storing  all  or  part  of  the  water,  including 
stormwater,  of  some  perennial  stream  and  its  watershed,  or  portion  thereof, 
subject  to  riparian  rights.  But  any  such  scheme  must  necessarily  involve 
some  interference  with  the  flow  of  water  passing  down  the  particular  stream 
selected. 

114.  In  theory  it  seems  possible  to  limit  such  impounding  and  storing 
to  stormwater  only ;  but  your  Commissioners  are  advised  that,  in  practice, 
any  public  authority  proposing  to  impound  a  large  volume  of  stormwater,  will 
find  it  almost  impossible  to  prove  that  the  proposed  enterprise  does  not 
interfere  at  some  season  of  the  year  with  the  norm  il  or  ordinary  flow  of  the 
stream.  And,  when  the  catchment  area  is  agreed  upon,  even  if  the  im¬ 
pounding  of  the  stormwater  should  be  proved  to  cause  no  diminution  of  the 
normal  or  ordinary  flow  of  auy  stream,  yet  such  impounding  of  stormwater 
would  of  itself  most  probably  give  rise  to  difficulties  with  lower  riparian 
proprietors  to  whose  land  such  stormwater  would  otherwise  have  flowed. 
Your  Commissioners  realize  that  the  law  of  this  Colony  regarding  riparian 
rights  in  stormwater  is  not  altogether  clear,  and  that  much  depends  on  the 
circumstances  of  each  particular  case  ;  at  the  same  time  they  are  advised  that, 
according  to  the  better  view,  stormwater  flowing  down  the  channel  of  a  per¬ 
ennial  stream  cannot  be  impounded  without  the  consent  of  the  lower  riparian 
proprietors. 

115.  For  these  rea-ons  your  Commissioners  recommend  that  in  respect  of 
any  water  enterprise  which  may  be  adopted  in  pursuance  of  their 
recommendations  the  Act  incorporating  the  unified  Municipality  should  give 
the  following  powers  : — 

(a)  Bower  to  the  Council  to  construct  the  works  necessary  for 

impounding  and  conveying  the  supply  of  water  required  by  the 
Authority  and  approved  by  the  Minister. 

(b)  Power  to  impound,  divert  and  convey  from  the  stream  or  streams, 

and  from  the  catchment  area  to  be  selected,  such  supply  of  water 
as  is  in  sub-section  (a)  provided  for. 

( c )  Power  to  the  Governor  to  grant  in  full  and  free  property  of  such  Crown 

lands  as  may  be  required  for  the  enterprise,  whether  such  land  be 
situated  in  the  locality  in  which  the  river  has  its  origin,  or  in  the 
locality  at  or  near  which  it  may  be  deemed  advisable  to  divert  and 
convey  the  supply  of  water. 
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(</)  For  the  purpose  of  conserving  water  in  accordance  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  said  Act,  power  to  enter,  occupy  or  expropriate  any 
land,  whether  private  property  or  otherwise,  and  for  the  more  efficient 
protection  of  such  land  from  all  pollution  or  contamination  ;  and 
power,  with  the  consent  of  the  Minister,  to  remove  all  buildings  or 
habitations  thereon,  to  close  all  agricultural  land,  to  fence  the  whole 
catchment  area,  to  take  stone,  clay,  etc.,  and  to  make  excavations 
where  necessary  in  the  prosecution  of  the  enterprise. 

(e)  Power  to  the  Council  to  lay  pipes,  etc.,  under  or  along  streets, 
roads  and  thoroughfares  without  paying  compensation. 

(/)  Power  to  the  Council  to  enter  into  contracts  for  the  construction  of 
any  necessary  works. 

(</)  Power  to  the  Council  to  authorize  its  officers  to  enter  upon  any  lands 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  such  observations  and  erecting  raingauges, 
watergauges,  etc.,  as  may  be  necessary. 

116.  Your  Commissioners  further  recommend  that  special  provision  be 
made  for  compensating  all  persons  deprived  of  water  or  right  of  water  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  enterprise,  giving  the  Council  the  option  of  either  com¬ 
pensating  such  person  for  the  loss  of  water,  or  of  expropriating  the  land  or 
property  in  respect  of  which  such  person  shall  have  the  right  of  compensation  ; 
also  for  the  compensation  of  any  person  whose  land  has  been  used,  occupied 
or  expropriated,  or  on  whose  land  excavations  have  been  made,  or  gravel, 
clay,  etc.,  taken.  1  he  Act  should  direct  that,  failing  agreement  as  to 
the  amount  of  compensation,  the  Council  shall  make  a  written  offer  of  a 
certain  sum  as  compensation,  which  offer  not  being  accepted  within  a  defined 
period,  recourse  shall  be  had  (by  deed  of  submission)  to  arbitration.  For 
this  purpose  your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  Act  should 
appoint  by  name  three  arbitrators  to  settle  all  claims  for  compensation  arising 
under  the  Act,  rather  than  to  provide  for  the  nomination  of  arbitrators  by  the 
parties  in  each  particular  claim  against  the  Council ;  the  award  of  the 
arbitrators  to  be  binding  and  conclusive. 

117.  It  is  suggested  that  the  Act  may  with  advantage  lay  down  some 
principles  for  the  guidance  of  the  arbitrators ;  e.g .,  that  in  claims  for  com¬ 
pensation  for  the  deprivation  of  rights  to  stormwater,  the  arbitrators  shall 
presume,  until  the  contrary  is  proved,  that  such  deprivation  has  caused  no 
damage  to  the  claimant. 

TEE  UNIFIED  COUNCIL  AND  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

118.  Concurrently  with  the  development  of  the  Water  Supply  scheme, 
the  unified  Council  should  direct  -a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  southern 
suburban  area  for  its  drainage  and  sewerage  requirements.  The  immediate 
need  for  drainage  and  sewerage  schemes  designed  in  the  general  interests  of 
the  whole  of  that  area  has  already  been  dwelt  upon.  Your  Commissioners 
would  again  emphasise  the  danger  to  which  Municipal  and  private  property  in 
the  southern  suburbs  remains  liable,  owing  to  the  suddenness  with  which  storm 
water  from  built-upon  or  stripped  land  is  discharged  into  channels  or  gullies. 

119.  Your  Commissioners  strongly  recommend  that  a  general  sewerage 
scheme  for  those  suburbs  should  be  undertaken  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
The  provisions  at  present  in  operation  for  removing  slopwater  and  nightsoil 
are  abhorrent  to  every  intelligent  ratepayer;  and  your  Commissioners  believe 
that  the  ratepayers  as  a  body  will,  almost  at  any  cost,  welcome  the  end  of 
such  methods,  and  of  what  they  imply.  But  before  any  general  scheme  of 
sewerage  for  the  whole  of  this  suburban  area  is  finally  adopted,  regard 
should  be  had  to  the  best  available  means  of  disposing  of  the  sewage,  so  that 
the  public  health  shall  be  safeguarded  in  every  possible  way. 
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120.  The  only  comprehensive  survey  of  the  area  of  the  southern 
suburbs  of  which  your  Commissioners  have  any  knowledge  was  that  made 
by  Mr.  Dunscombe  in  1892.  Although  the  sewerage  scheme  based  on  that 
survey  was  not  carried  out,  the  survey  itself  shows  that  the  whole  area  of 
those  suburbs,  including  Wynberg,  can  be  drained  towards  Table  Bay. 
Your  Commissioners  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  survey  recommended 
in  paragraph  118  should  be  undertaken  with  the  view  of  combining  in  oue 
general  scheme  the  sewerage  of  the  whole  area  extending  from  Salt  River 
to  Wynberg  inclusive.  But  as  it  appears  from  the  evidence  that  the 
Municipal  Council  of  Wynberg  is  now  carrying  out  a  sewerage  scheme 
independently,  it  is  advisable  that  the  facts  concerning  this  scheme,  so  far  as 
they  have  been  made  known  to  your  Commissioners,  should  here  briefly  be 
recited,  the  more  so  as  the  evidence  referred  to  led  your  Commissioners  to 
believe  that  some  matters  pertaining  to  the  scheme  were  not  so  satisfactory 
as  they  ought  to  be.  Act  27  of  1897  empowered  the  Municipal  Council  of 
Wynberg  to  raise  £60,000  by  loan  for  a  sewerage  scheme.  This  special 
power  seems  to  have  been  necessary  because  at  that  time  the  Council’s 
indebtedness  for  general  purposes  and  for  waterworks  amounted  to  nearly 
£100,000,  a  sum  which  was  about  equal  to  ten  times  the  Council’s  then 
annual  revenue,  thus  approaching  the  limit  of  the  borrowing  powers  allowed 
by  the  Municipal  Act  of  1882.  Plans  were  obtained  from  their  Consulting 
Engineer,  the  principal  feature  of  the  scheme  being  that  the  sewage  was  to 
be  moved  by  water  carriage  to  lands  beyond  the  Municipal  limits,  where 
works  for  its  bacterial  treatment  were  to  be  constructed.  Those  lands  were 
70  acres  in  extent  and  they  were  to  receive  and  absorb  the  effluent  from  the 
works,  any  portion  not  so  absorbed  being  allowed  to  flow  into  Princess  Vley. 
The  site  was  suggested  by  the  Consulting  Engineer,  and  the  land  was 
bought  by  the  Council  for  £7,000  and  paid  for  out  of  the  loan.  The  plans 
having  been  adopted  by  a  Public  Meeting  of  Wynberg  ratepayers  on  30th 
March,  1898,  were  submitted  to  the  Minister  on  November  14th,  1900. 
Professor  Simpson  reported  on  the  plans  as  follows: — “The  description  of 
the  septic  tank  and  bacterial  filters  is  extremely  vague,  and  conveys  no  idea 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  are  to  be  constructed,  or  of  the  material  to  be 
used  in  the  filters.  It  would  be  unsafe  to  pass  any  plans  on  so  indefinite  a 
statement.”  On  receiving  this  report,  the  Municipal  Council  referred  it  lo 
their  Consulting  Engineer,  who,  on  29th  March,  interviewed  Professor 
Simpson,  and  transmitted  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  a  memorandum  with 
plans  ;  whereupon  Professor  Simpson  reported  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  as 
follows  : — “  My  opinion  only  refers  to  the  disposal  of  the  sewage.  The 
scheme  proposed  may  be  passed  with  the  understanding  that  the  effluent 
from  the  filter  passes  on  to  the  land  referred  to  before  passing  into  the  Vley.” 
Thereupon  the  Wynberg  Council  was  officially  informed  that  “subject  to 
the  above  proviso,  Mr.  Graham  (the  Colonial  Secretary)  is  satisfied,  in  terms 
of  Section  18  of  Act  No.  23  of  1897,  that  the  proposed  scheme  is  ‘suitable 
and  the  best  practicable.’  ”  The  Municipal  Council  then  published  the 
required  Notices,  dated  8th  January,  1902,  describing  the  drainage  scheme 
and  the  proposed  works,  and  calling  for  objections.  The  notice  contained, 
inter  alia ,  the  following,  viz.  : — “  The  said  sewer  is  intended  to 
terminate  in  the  property  of  the  Municipality  between  Princess  Vley 
and  the  Old  Rifle  Range,  and  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Municipality 
passes  through  the  property  of  Mr.  A.  Carnatz.”  Objection  was 
formally  lodged  by  Mr.  Carnatz.  On  the  10th  February,  1902,  the  Municipal 
Council  “  respectf  ully  request  the  sanction  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
in  terms  of  Section  40  of  the  aforesaid  Act  (32  of  1893)  to  proceed  with  the 
work.”  In  reply,  the  Council  was,  on  the  21st  March,  1902,  informed  that 
as  the  matter  was  “  one  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Commission  recently 
appointed  to  investigate  and  report  upon  matters  connected  with  Municipal 
Government  in  the  Cape  Peninsula,  the  Colonial  Secretary  is  of  opinion  that 
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it  is  inadvisable  to  come  to  any  decision  in  regard  to  the  Wynberg  Municipal 
Drainage  Scheme  until  the  Commission  referred  to  has  had  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  its  views.”  Although  no  further  sanction  has  been  given  to  the 
scheme  than  the  qualified  approval  of  1st  April.  1901,  the  Wynberg  Council 
have  proceeded  with  the  work  of  laying  the  sewage  main  outside  their  area, 
and  it  would  appear  from  the  evidence  that  after  receiving  the  Colonial 
Secretary’s  letter  last  quoted,  the  Council,  having  already  entered  into  a 
contract  in  respect  of  the  work,  settled  matters  with  Mr.  Carnatz  by  “buying 
him  out  ”  for  the  sum  of  £900.  Your  Commissioners,  however,  cannot  but 
look  upon  the  sewage  disposal  part  of  the  Wynberg  Drainage  Scheme  as  being 
more  than  likely  to  create  in  the  locality  a  nuisance  and  a  danger  to  health. 
And  for  these  reasons  your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  Wynberg 
Drainage  Scheme  should  remain  in  abeyance,  and  that  the  whole  subject 
should  receive  the  earliest  attention  of  the  Unified  Council. 

121.  In  the  absence  of  evidence  as  to  the  probable  cost  of  schemes  for 
draining  and  sewering  the  southern  suburban  area  as  a  whole,  your  Com¬ 
missioners  hesitate  to  make  an  estimate.  But  they  would  point  to  the 
expenditure  already  incurred  in  draining  and  sewering  the  Cape  Town 
District,  as  given  in  paragraph  53.  The  area  of  the  southern  suburbs  being 
larger  than  that  of  Cape  Town,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  cost  of 
draining  and  sewering  those  suburbs  will  not  be  less  than  the  cost  of  drain¬ 
ing  and  sewering  the  Cape  Town  District. 

THE  UNIFIED  COUNCIL  AND  LIGHTING. 

122.  Lighting  is  one  of  the  subjects  of  importance  to  the  Municipalities 
on  which  your  Commissioners  are  specially  instructed  to  enquire  and  report. 
Asked  if  there  is  a  general  desire  on  the  part  of  the  public  to  be  supplied 
with  electric  lighting,  the  Electrical  Engineer  to  the  Colonial  Government 
said,  “  Yes,  it  is  a  great  thing  to  be  up-to-date.”  ‘  To  be  up-to-date  ’  in  the 
matter  of  lighting  means  to  ‘  the  man  in  the  street  ’  to  have  facilities  for 
electric  lighting,  public  and  private.  As  an  illuminant,  doubtless  electricity 
has  a  great  vogue ;  it  has  captured  the  imagination  of  the  people  in  towns ; 
and  deservedly  so  for  many  reasons.  Nevertheless  it  does  not  altogether 
hold  the  field,  for  gas  is  still  very  largely  used  ;  and  if  electrical  works  have 
the  advantage  that  their  product  is  one  which  can  be  used  for  other  purposes 
than  for  lighting,  gas  plants  are  far  from  being  distanced  in  this  respect,  for  the 
use  of  this  product  for  heating  and  cooking  is  almost  as  large  as  its  uses  for 
lighting.  Notwithstanding  the  large  capitals  invested 'in  works  for  electric 
lighting  and  power,  it  is  probable  that  in  the  United  Kingdom  at  the  present  day 
there  is  more  capital  invested  in  Gas  Works,  including  Municipal  Plants  and 
Private  Plants,  than  is  invested  in  Electric  Works,*  and  that  the  new  invest¬ 
ments  in  Gas  Works  keep  well  abreast'  of  the  new  investments  in  Electric 
Works,  if  indeed  they  are  not  ahead  of  them.  The  Metropolitan  area  of  the 
Cape  Peninsula  forms  no  exception  in  this  respect.  In  spite  of  much  use  of 
electric  lighting  and  oil  lighting  in  Cape  Town,  the  consumption  of  gas  in 
the  city  is  considerable,  and  this  too  although  complaints  are  made  both  as 
to  the  quality  and  cost  of  the  article  supplied.  Further  evidence  as  to  the 
popularity  of  gas  is  given  by  an  experienced  City  Councillor,  who  thinks 
that  the  City  Council  would  do  a  very  wise  thing  to  take  over  the  plan^, 


•  In  a  return  to  LL  >u*e  of  CommonH,  [March  9th,  18^9  (quoted  in  the  Jour  ial  of  Royal  Statistical  Socinly  Vol  63,  page 
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an  opinion  which  he  holds  while  approving  at  the  same  time  of  the  very 
large  amount  now  being  expended  by  the  Council  in  developing  its  electric 
plant.  Still,  further,  although  the  Cape  Peninsula  Lighting  Company 
holds  contracts  for  supply  of  electric  lighting  in  several  of  the  southern 
suburbs  (viz.:  Mowbray,  llondebosch,  Claremont  and  Wynberg),  your 
Commissioners  learn  that  the  Cape  Town  and  District  Gas  Light  Dl*n- 
Company,  under  date  13th  December,  1901,  informed  the  Mayor  of  Clare- 
inont  that  as  they  are  “  putting  their  gas  main  through  the  Main  lload  of  Down 

your  Municipality,  en  route  to  Wynberg,”  they  would  be  pleased  to  enter  W?. 

into  negotiations  with  a  view  to  business. 


123.  The  Cape  Town  and  District  Gas  Light  Company  has  been  in 
existence  for  many  years  ;  it  has  the  field  to  itself,  and  seeing  that  the 
Company  is  extending  its  mains  to  Wynberg,  the  presumption  is  that  the 
enterprise  is  a  profitable  one.  The  original  capital  of  the  Company  is  said  to 
have  beeu  £40,000,  but  the  amount  of  the  present  capifal  has  not  been 
disclosed  in  the  evidence.  Speaking  with  reference  to  the  use  of  the 
Company’s  gas  in  Sea  Point,  one  witness  says,  gas  “  is  very  much  more  ex¬ 
pensive  here”  than  in  other  parts  of  the  world  ;  “  I  think  they  (the 

Company)  charge  us  10s.  6d.  for  1,000  feet,  and  I  think  in  London  you  get 
it  for  4s.  3d.”  Speaking  for  Cape  Town,  another  witness  says  the  charge  is 
“anything  but”  a  reasonable  one.  “  Ten  shillings  per  1,000  feet  seems  to 
be  a  very  high  figure.”  The  charge  was  reduced  for  a  short  time  to  about 
9s.  0d.,  but  when  the  new  Company  took  over  they  put  up  the  charge  to  its 
original  figure. 
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124.  The  Cape  Peninsula  Lighting  Company  (which  confines  its  opera¬ 
tions  to  electric  lighting)  seems  to  have  been  formed  in  1*93;  the  original  Du™- 
capital  was  £25,000,  increased  after  a  few  years  to  £14,800 ;  at  which  figure  ^on«>Pondenu 
it  stood  until  1900,  when  a  new  Company  took  over,  and  increased  the 
capital  to  £99,000.  The  highest  dividend  paid  by  this  Company  has  been 
7°/0,  the  lowest  4 °/Q,  while  for  one  year  no  dividend  was  paid.  The  enter¬ 
prise  cannot  be  pronounced  to  have  been  a  handsomely  profitable  one  if  these 
figures  are  to  be  accepted  as  revealing  the  whole  facts.  Neither  has  the 
product  been  satisfactory  to  the  consumers.  Thus  the  ¥ayor  of  Mowbray  Tnkin 

says  :  “The  light  is  not  good  ;  we  have  remonstrated  ;  they  have  not  got  the  14~ 

power.”  It  appears  that  the  Company  are  taking  ste;  s  (1902)  to  increase 
their  power.  The  cost  to  the  Municipalities  for  public  lighting,  and  to  the 
private  consumer  for  house  lighting  is  differentiated,  and  has  been  the  subject 
of  correspondence  between  the  Municipality  of  Claremont  and  the  Company. 

The  points  at  issue  were  (  December,  1901,)  referred  to  the  Colonial  Electrical 
Ed  gineer  for  his  opinion,  and  the  correspondence,  with  ihe  Engineer’s  opinion^ 
was  discussed  at  a  Conference  of  Councillors,  and  has  been  in  evidence  before  correspond*"  r<» 
your  Commissioners.  The  Company’s  charge  to  the  Municipalities  for  street 
lamps  has  been  7^d.  per  night  (about  £1,700  per  annum  in  all  for  Clare¬ 
mont);  to  the  private  consumers,  Is.  9d.  per  Hoard  of  Trade  unit.  The 
Councils  regard  these  charges  as  excessive.  “  The  Company  are  prepared, 
however,  to  reduce  the  charges  to  7d.  per  lamp  per  night  for  street  lighting, 
and  to  Is.  fid.  per  uuit  for  house  lighting  as  from  two  years  hence;  but  these 
charges  are  also  considered  excessive.”  The  Colonial  Electrical  Engineer 
leplies  :  “  It  would  in  my  opinion  be  quite  impracticable  for  the  Council  (of 
Claremont)  to  erect  plant  of  their  own  to  supply  such  a  small  number  of 
lamps  (200)  and  to  maintain  them  and  also  the  necessary  poles  and  wires  for 
so  low  a  rate.  Further,  the  charges  made  by  the  Company  to  the  general 
public  for  private  supply  are  considered  excessive.  I  can  only  say  that  this  is 
net  my  opinion.  The  cost  of  electric  lighting  is  to  a  great  extent  controlled 
by  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking  and  it  is  not  possible  to  compare  the 
rates  in  a  small  and  very  scattered  district  such  as  the  southern  suburbs  of 
Capo  Town  with  other  places  more  favourably  situated  for  large  outputs  and 
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in  a  compact  area.  Due  allowauce  must  be  made  for  the  high  prices  that 
have  to  he  paid  for  coal,  wages  and  all  other  supplies.  With  all  these  circum¬ 
stances  taken  into  consideration,  the  charges  made  are  fair  and  reasonable.” 
In  his  evidence  before  the  Commission,  the  Electrical  Engineer  says  : 
‘‘  Considering  the  district  they  («.<?.,  the  Company)  have  got  to  deal  with 
and  that  it  is  a  small  concern,  I  must  say  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  see  how 
they  could  supply  it  (the  unit)  at  a  figure  below  2s.” 

125.  On  the  other  hand,  the  charges  made  by  the  Cape  Town  Council 
to  consumers  in  the  City  compare  u  very  favourably  ”  with  those  made  by 
the  Company  to  consumers  in  the  suburbs.  “  Our  maximum  charge  is  Is.  2d. 
per  unit ;  but  we  have  a  minimum  charge  of  8d.  per  unit.  That  is  to  say, 
our  charge  is  based  on  a  sliding  scale  according  to  consumption.  A  consumer 
taking  1,200  units  per  month  pays  the  minimum  charge  of  8d.  and,  according 
to  the  diminution  in  the  quantity  taken,  the  price  per  unit  is  increased  until 
the  maximum  of  Is.  2d.  is  reached.  I  may  add  that  our  charges  for  a  (day 
load  5  aie  very  much  smaller  than  for  a  ‘  night  load.5  We  charge  about  half 
the  ‘  night  load  5  charges.  The  town  gets  the  light  (for  street  lighting)  at 
actual  cost  price.  It  is  from  the  private  consumer  that  the  profit  is  made.” 
The  Council,  it  appears,  has  already  offered  to  supply  the  Cape  Peninsula 
Lighting  Company  with  electricity  in  bulk,  but  the  Company  did  not  see  its 
way  to  accept  the  Council’s  offer.  At  the  present  time  the  Council  feels 
itself  “  quite  capable  of  supplying  the  required  light  for  the  public  streets 
(in  the  suburbs)  as  well  as  for  private  consumption,  at  a  considerably  reduced 
cost.  That  is  to  say,  at  no  extra  increase  on  what  we  are  charging  for  our 
maximum  rate  now,  probably  less.  It  is  a  case  of  the  larger  the  output  the 
better  the  terms.” 

126.  The  following  figures  have  been  supplied  to  your  Commissioners 

with  reference  to  the  capitalization  by  the  City  Council  in  the  matter  of 
electric  plant.  Up  to  31st  December,  1901,  the  Capital  expenditure  was 
£139,507 ;  of  which  £15,960  was  spent  out  of  revenue,  leaving  £66,454 
still  to  expend.  For  the  six  years  ended  31st  December,  1901,  the  receipts 
have  been  respectively :  £9,008;  £12,238;  £16,412;  £22,038;  £28,618; 
£33,275.  “  The  expenditure  has  been  about  equal.  Sometimes  there  has 

been  a  little  surplus,  but  we  have  always  expended  it  in  improving  our 
electric  lighting  works.” 

127.  In  view  of  the  foregoing  considerations,  your  Commissioners  are 
not  able  to  recommend  that  the  Suburban  Municipalities  should  purchase  the 
plant  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  Lighting  Company,  or  enter  into  new  contracts 
with  the  Company  for  a  term  of  years.  Unification  will  at  once  place  the 
whole  matter  of  the  lighting  of  the  suburbs  on  a  different  footing  ;  and  as 
there  will  then  be  only  one  Authority  to  deal  with  the  matter,  there  will  be 
greater  likelihood  of  some  understanding  being  come  to,  the  more  so  as  the 
new  aud  powerful  plant  of  the  City  will  soon  be  capable  of  a  very  large 
output.  The  disadvantages  in  this  matter  of  lighting  accruing  to  the 
suburban  ratepayers  from  their  plurality  of  jurisdiction,  must  be  apparent 
to  any  one  who  has  perused  these  few  paragraphs.  Indeed  the  Company  in 
its  initial  proceedings  with  those  Municipalities  seems  to  have  borne  in  mind 
the  old  time  injunction:  “Divide  and  rule;”  for  the  contracts  with  the 
Municipalities,  although  all  apparently  entered  into  at  or  about  the  same 
time,  are  terminable  at  different  times.  The  effect  of  this  has  been  to  create 
a  difficulty  iu  the  way  of  securing  united  action  in  connection  with  the 
negotiations  for  the  purchase.  The  Mayor  of  Mowbray  says,  “  Our  contract 
expires  in  two  years  from  November  next  (1902) :  We  can  then  do  as  we 
like.  I  have  already  spoken  to  our  Council  about  it  and  advised  that  we 
should  at  once  advertise  for  tenders  to  run  from  the  termination  of  our 
contract,  because  we  have  never  been  satisfied,  even  from  the  beginning.” 
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As  far  as  the  prospects  of  benefits  from  a  Municipal  Gas  supply  are  concerned, 
your  Commissioners  cannot  do  better  thau  quote  the  following  opinion*  : 

“  The  existence  of  a  large  number  of  both  Municipal  and  private  gas  works 
in  Great  Britain  renders  a  comparison  between  the  two  systems  in  that 
country  of  some  value.  Such  a  comparison  shows  distinct  advantages 
enjoyed  by  the  Municipal  plants  in  that  country.  The  financial  results 
show  that  the  prices  charged  by  the  Municipal  plants  are  about  10  per  cent, 
less  than  those  charged  by  private  works,  while  the  quality  of  gas  furnished 
grades  about  14  per  cent,  higher  for  the  Municipal  works.  At  the  same 
time  the  profits  after  making  adequate  charges  for  depreciation  and  sinking 
funds  are  nearly  as  large  as  those  for  private  works  .  .  .  “The  more  general 
use  of  gas  by  the  poorer  classes  means  a  great  improvement  in  the  sanitary 
and  social  life  of  that  part  of  the  city  population  which  cannot  be  measured 
statistically.” 

128.  Your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  minimum  illuminating 
power  and  the  quality  of  gas  supplied  to  consumers  within  the  Peninsula, 
whether  by  a  Company  or  a  Municipality,  should  be  fixed  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  that  a  duly  qualified  gas  tester  should  be  appointed  by  the 
Government,  aud  further,  in  order  to  enforce  such  provisions,  gas-testing 
stations  should  be  erected  in  suitable  positions  at  the  cost  of  the  gas-supplying 
Corporation. 

THE  UNIFIED  COUNCIL  AND  HOADS. 

129.  Leaving  the  principal  matters  relating  to  the  Cape  Divisional 
Council  to  be  dicussed  in  Part  II  of  their  Report,  your  Commissioners,  being 
of  opinion  that  the  unified  Council  should  have  charge  of  all  roads  existing 
within  the  area  proposed  to  be  unified,  will  here  only  briefly  outline  the 
grounds  of  that  opinion  and  indicate  some  points  which  must  necessarily 
have  attention  owing  to  the  proposed  changes.  In  the  evidence  of  the 
witnesses  who  appeared  for  the  several  Municipalities  there  is  almost  a 
complete  unanimity  of  complaint  that  the  incidence  of  the  Cape  Divisional 
Council  rating  is  disproportionately  burdensome  on  the  ratepayers  in  the 
Municipalities,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  also  pay  heavy 
Municipal  rates.  It  is  the  opinion  of  your  Commissioners  that  this  dispropor¬ 
tion  exists,  that  it  is  unfair  to  the  complainants,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  remedied.  DuMes^ur^aune 
For  the  year  1901  the  rateable  value  of  property,  as  Assessed  for  rating  by  the 
Divisional  Council  in  the  rural  or  extra-Municipal  area  of  the  Cape  Division, 

was  £981,227,  and  the  sum  total  of  the  rates  levied  thereon  was  <£2,425  ; 
while  the  rateaole  value  of  the  property  within  the  urban  or  intra-Municipal 
area  was  £15, 783, 496, f  and  the  sum  of  the  rates  levied  was  £41,103. 

It  is  also  represented  to  your  Commissioners  that,  although  the  urban  or 
intra-Municipal  ratepayers  contribute  so  largely  to  the  revenue  of  the 
Divisional  Council,  the  roads  situated  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Munici¬ 
palities  do  not  receive  the  attention  which  they  require,  or  which  the  rate¬ 
payers  have  a  right  to  expect  in  view  of  the  taxation  to  which  they  are 
subjected.  In  addition  to  these  grounds  of  complaint,  there  are  others  arising 
out  of  the  maladministration  inseparable  from  a  dual  control.  For  instance,  Bfard . 

one  witness  says  : — “  There  has  always  been  friction.  A  thing  occurred  10784( 

formerly  when  I  was  Mayor  (of  Claremont)  with  reference  to  the  width  of 
the  main  road.  The  Divisional  Council  wanted  to  have  only  30  feet  of  width 
to  maintain  as  the  main  road  between  Cape  Town  and  Simonstowu.  We 
urged  that  wherever  it  could  be  made  wider,  it  should  be  made  wider.” 

Those  representations  failed  to  weigh  with  the  Council ;  and  representations 
on  other  occasions  in  other  matters  have  similarly  failed.  Manifestly  the 
fact  is  that  many  of  the  roads — main  aud  divisional — within  the  Metropolitan 


*  Fair  lie  up. at  page  2S4. 

t  Including1  r-55'2,751  for  Kalk  Bay  and  Simon-stcwn. 


54 


13144. 


Municipalities  are  really  streets  of  a  town,  requiring  the  construction, 
administration  and  control  suitable  for  town  streets.  The  Divisional  Council, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  a  rural  local  authority,  which  has  not  risen  to  the 
requirements  of  town  life  in  respect  of  streets,  and  is  not  likely  to  do  so. 
£‘  Take  the  Protea  Boad,”  says  another  witness,  “  that  is  frequented  daily  by 
many,  and  on  holidays  and  Sundays  by  thousands ;  but  it  has  not  got  a  side¬ 
walk,  people  have  all  to  walk  in  the  road  itself.  The  Municipality  take  no 
interest  in  the  road,  because  that  road  is  vested  in  the  Divisional  Council.  An 
offer  was  made  to  the  Divisional  Council  of  sufficient  ground  to  form  a 
side- walk,  but  they  replied  that  they  were  not  a  body  for  making  side-walks  ; 
what  they  had  to  do  was  to  look  after  the  waggon-road.” 

130.  Difficulties  of  this  kind  are  bound  to  become  more  accentuated  as 
municipalisation  advances.  A  remedy  is  called  for,  and  your  Commissioners 
believe  that  the  remedy  lies  in  excluding  the  Divisional  Council  from  all 
control  of  all  roads  within  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities,  and  in  vesting 
the  roads  in  the  unified  Couucil.  This  proposal,  if  it  is  carried  out,  will 
necessarily  involve  some  changes  in  the  present  method  of  raising  a  revenue 
for  Divisional  Council  purposes  as  well  as  in  the  amount  of  revenue  which 
will  be  required  by  that  body. 

130a.  Your  Commissioners  will  return  to  the  consideration  of  these 
points  in  Part  II.  of  their  Beport.  Here  it  may  suffice  to  point  out  that 
while  it  is  recommended  that  the  unified  Council  should  take  over  the  main 
and  divisional  roads  within  its  boundaries,  it  is  not  recommended  that 
ratepayers  within  the  unified  Municipality  should  be  relieved  from  all 
responsibility  for  the  upkeep  of  the  outside  roads.  Having  carefully  consi¬ 
dered  the  matter,  your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  towards  the  upkeep 
and  construction  of  outside  roads  the  unified  Council  should  make  an  annual 
contribution  equal  in  amount  to  two-thirds  of  the  year’s  expenditure  for  those 
purposes,  but  not  to  exceed  £10,000  in  any  one  year,  and  should  at  the 
commencement  of  each  quarter  of  the  year  make  an  advance  of  one-quarter 
of  the  estimated  amount  of  such  contribution,  which  shall  be  settled  on 
production  of  a  certificate  as  soon  as  may  be  after  th9  close  of  each  year. 
The  practical  working  of  the  proposal  will  be  better  understood  by  showing 
how  it  would  have  affected  matters  as  for  the  year  1901.  For  that  year  the 
expenditure  of  the  Divisional  Council  on  the  outside  roads  is  stated  to  have 
been  £10,000.  Deducting  from  this  amount  the  proposed  maximum  con¬ 
tribution  of  the  unified  Council,  there  would  have  been  a  balance  of  £6,000 
required.  Under  the  proposed  arrangement  this  amount  of  £6,000  would 
have  had  to  be  raised  by  rating  the  properties  outside  the  Municipalities. 
But,  as  the  rate  for  the  year  on  these  outside  properties  produced  less  than 
half  the  sum  required  (viz.,  £2,425  instead  of  £6,000),  it  follows  that  either 
the  rateable  value  or  the  rate  itself  would  have  had  to  be  considerably 
augmented  to  obtain  the  amount  required  over  and  above  the  Municipal 
contribution  of  £10,000. 

131.  In  the  unified  Municipality  all  laws  (and  special  contracts  and 
obligations)  in  force  for  the  construction  of  new  streets  will  continue,  and 
its  financial  liabilities  in  respect  both  of  the  proposed  contribution  and  of 
the  cost  of  the  upkeep  of  the  roads  within  the  boundaries,  will  be  charged  t> 
the  general  rate  to  be  levied  equally  throughout  the  unified  Municipality. 
The  liabilities  of  the  respective  Distiicts  as  for  their  quot'S  towards  the 

contribution,”  and  towards  the  cost  of  the  upkeep,  will  be  in  the  exact 
proportion  of  their  percentages  of  total  rateable  value.  (Table  YI,  page  11*). 


*  The  incidence  of  the  proposed  £10, 000  contribution,  as  determined  by  the  percentages  for  1901  in 
Table  VI  for  the  several  Distiicts,  would  be  as  followa  : — Cape  Town,  £5  860;  Green  and  Sea  Point,  £640 
Woodatock,  £970  ;  Mowbrav,  £690 ;  Eondeboech,  £420;  Claremont,  £640;  Wynbcrg,  £950;  Maitland, 
£140.  Total,  £10,000. 
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THE  UNIFIED  COUNCIL  AND  EXTENSION  OF  BOUNDARIES. 


132.  Camps  Bay. — Your  Commissioners  have  already  (paragraph  8) 
drawn  attention  to  the  proposed  extension  of  the  boundary  of  the  Munici¬ 
pality  of  Cape  Town  in  view  of  the  desirability  of  bringing  in  the  lands 
owned  by  the  Cape  Marine  Suburbs  Limited  at  Camps  Bay.  It  was  there 
pointed  out  that,  during  the  late  Session,  the  City  Council  had  a  Bill  before 
Parliament  asking  for  powers  in  this  behalf,  but  that  the  proposed  enacting 
clause  was  withdrawn  during  the  passage  of  the  Bill. 

133.  The  proposal  to  extend  the  boundary  of  the  Municipality  of  Cape 
Town  in  this  direction  seems  to  have  originated  in  the  City  Council,  u  be¬ 
cause,”  said  the  witnesses,  “  we  have  had  some  serious  complaints  to  the  effect 
that  a  large  number  of  people  go  out  to  Camps  Bay,  and  there  are  no  proper 
sanitary  arrangements.”  In  addition  to  this  special  feature,  there  arose  for 
discussion  in  the  Council  the  general  question  of  the  desirability  or  otherwise 
of  the  establishment  of  another  Municipality  in  the  suburbs.  “  We  are 
strongly  opposed  to  any  further  Municipalities  being  established  so  near  to 
the  boundaries  of  Cape  Town  ;  and  therefore  as  soon  as  we  noticed  that  the 
Camps  Bay  Company  were  desirous  of  having  a  Municipality  established 
there,  the  matter  was  debated  by  us  in  the  Council,  and  it  was  concluded  that  it 
was  inadvisable  that  there  should  be  another  Municipality  so  near  to  our 
area.  We  are  deeply  interested  in  that  part,  because  all  our  water  goes  down 
in  that  direction,  and,  besides,  we  have  land  there  in  close  proximity  to  their 
ground.” 

134.  The  clause  in  the  Bill  was  as  follows  :  — 

From  and  after  the  promulgation  of  this  Act  the  Municipality  of 
Cape  Town,  in  addition  to  the  area  described  in  Section  2  of  Act  No.  2G 
of  1893,  shall  include  certain  land  situated  on  the  South  Western  side  of 
the  Municipality,  the  boundaries  whereof  shall  be  as  follows  :  — 

From  the  existing  municipal  boundary  at  the  point  where  the 
fountain  in  the  kloof,  near  the  block  house,  empties  itself  into  the  sea, 
thence  along  low  water  mark  to  the  westward  of  the  estate  Camps  Bay, 
granted  to  Anthony  Oliphant  on  the  7th  February,  1839,  and  to  the 
westward  of  Lot  “  B”  of  the  said  estate,  granted  to  the  said  Anthony 
Oliphant  on  the  1st  of  May,  1832,  thence  along  the  South  Western  and 
South  Eastern  boundaries  of  the  said  Lot  “  B,”  thence  in  a  straight  line 
to  the  Twelve  Apostles,  thence  along  the  edge  of  the  summit  of  the 
Twelve  Apostles  and  of  Table  Mountain  to  the  existing  municipal 
boundary,  so  as  to  include  the  property  belonging  to  the  Cape  Marine 
Suburbs,  Limited. 

The  boundaries  set  forth  in  the  clause  appear  not  to  have  included  the 
property  known  as  “  Oudekraal.”  Questioned  as  to  this,  the  witness  for  the 
Cape  Town  Council  said  “  it  is  not  necessary  that  it  should  (include  Oude¬ 
kraal),  because  if  later  ou,  it  were  found  that  Oudekraal  caused  a  nuisance 
iu  that  way,  or  a  danger,  or  if  an  application  should  be  made  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Municipality  there,  we  could  then  take  the  same  steps 
with  regard  to  it  that  we  are  taking  now.” 

135.  From  what  has  been  said  in  the  foregoing  portion  of  this  report, 
it  will  be  understood  that  your  Commissioners  take  the  same  view  as  the 
Cape  Town  Council.  Believing  as  they  do  that  the  unification  of  the 
Metropolitan  Municipalities  is  essential  for  their  progress  and  well 
being,  your  Commissioners  cannot  recommend  that  another  Municipal  body 
should  be  allowed  to  start  afresh  at  Camps  Bay.  The  chief  objection  to  this 
extension  of  the  boundary  of  Cape  Town  raised  by  the  owners  of  property  at 
Camps  Bay  is  the  objection  with  which  your  Commissioners  have  dealt  in 
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paragraph  77.  Indeed  it  seems  to  be  feared  by  those  owners  that,  if  their 
property  is  brought  within  the  Cape  Town  boundary,  they  would  have  to 
pay  the  2jd.  as  ratepayers  in  “  Cape  Town  for  debt  accumulated  in  the  past 
in  addition  to  the  rate  required  for  their  particular  local  purposes.”  It  seems 
scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  any  apprehension  of  this  kind  is  groundless. 
The  Camps  Bay  area,  when  brought  within  the  unified  Municipal  system, 
will  form  a  rating  District  by  itself  just  as  its  neighbour  Green  and  Sea 
Point  will  form  a  rating  District.  Your  Commissioners  have  been  guided 
bv  these  considerations,  and  have  re-introduced  the  boundary  extension 
clause  into  the  draft  Bill  submitted  with  this  Report. 

186.  Church  Lands  at  Rondebosch. — Your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion 
that  the  opportunity  which  will  be  afforded  in  connection  with  the  necessary 
legislation  for  unifying  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities  should  be  taken 
advantage  of  to  effect  the  settlement  by  law  of  the  questions  at  issue  with 
regard  to  the  lands  known  to  some  persons  as  the  “  Church  Lands  at 
£urp and^Andrcict.  Roudebosch ”  and  to  othersastho  “Camp  Ground.”  These  lands  consist 
S204-8210.  of  two  distinct  lots,  one  of  which  is  about  acres  in  extent,  the  other  about 
142  acres.  The  smaller  lot  was  granted  in  1863  to  the  Bishop  of  Cape 
Town  “  as  a  site  for  a  parsonage  in  connection  with  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
Rondebosch,  the  larger  was  granted  also  to  the  Bishop  of  Cape  Town  as  a  pas¬ 
ture  land  in  1854  for  the  use  of  the  minister  for  the  time  being  of  St.  Paul’s, 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  use  and  profits  thereof,  provided  that  it  shall  at 
all  times  remain  open  to  the  public  as  a  place  of  exercise  and  recreation.” 
Although  these  lands  are  within  the  Municipal  area  of  Rondebosch,  the 
Municipal  Council  has  no  jurisdiction  over  them,  in  consequence  of  which 
frequent  nuisances  are  to  be  met  with  on  the  lands.  The  Rector  of  Rondebosch 
cannot  fence  the  properties  or  otherwise  protect  them  from  nuisances.  The 
whole  property  is  therefore  a  sort  of  “  no  man’s  land,”  the  Rector  being 
without  funds,  and  the  Municipality  without  power.  It  would  appear 
meanwhile  that  nothing  cau  be  done  in  the  absence  of  legislation  empower¬ 
ing  the  Board  of  Tiustees  of  the  Diocese  to  divest  themselves  of  such  rights 
as  it  may  be  considered  expedient  for  them  to  demit.  In  1896  the 
Legislature  was  approached  and  was  asked  to  sanction  a  proposal  to  hand 
over  the  lands  to  the  Municipality  of  Rondebosch  on  condition  that  about  12 
acres  were  granted  in  fee-simple  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  with  a  view  to 
their  selling  the  land  so  granted,  the  proceeds  to  be  applied  to  Church  or 
parsonage  building  purposes.  The  Bill  was  thrown  out  in  the  Upper  House, 
although  the  proposals  had  the  approval  of  the  then  Attorney- General,  Sir 
Thomas  Upington,  and  of  Mr.  Advocate  Schreiner.  There  appears  to  have 
been  some  objection  to  the  proposed  alienation  of  any  portion  of  the  lands 
for  the  purpose  of  sale.  The  Mayor  of  Rondebosch  thinks  that  “it  is  very 
much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Bill  was  thrown  out,  ”  for  “  in  the  public 
interest  it  would  be  better  if  the  land  were  vested  in  the  Municipality  for 
the  people.”  In  his  evidence  before  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  the  Rector  says:  “  When  it  was  first  given,  the  piece  of  ground 
(viz.: — the  ’54  grant)  was  far  removed  from  any  house,  but  now  that  houses 
have  been  built  all  round,  and  trees  have  grown  up  over  it,  it  is  impossible 
to  keep  the  land  in  a  tidy  or  decent  state.  A  number  of  people  deposit  their 
rubbish  there  all  through  the  year.  We  have  to  employ  people  in  removing 
the  rubbish,  but  it  is  impossible  to  keep  the  place  clean.  It  was  given  as  a 
pasture  land,  but  since  then  the  trees  have  overgrown  it  and  the  land  has 
been  surrounded  by  houses.”  Your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Board  of  Trustees  for  the  Diocese  of  Cape  Town  should  be  empowered  to 
transfer  the  whole  of  the  lands  in  question  to  the  unified  Council  on  terms 
to  be  arranged  by  arbitration,  the  Council  to  hold  the  lands  in  trust  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  a  recreation  ground,  and  subject  to  such  regulations  as  to 
management  as  may  be  lawfully  made  by  the  said  Council  and  approved  by 
the  Governor.  Provision  in  this  behalf  is  made  in  the  draft  Bill  accompany¬ 
ing  this  Report. 
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137.  For  the  purpose  of  providing  for  future  extensions  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  unified  Municipality  so  as  to  include  within  it  any  locality 
contiguously  situated  thereto,  your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  it  may 
be  advisable  to  empower  the  Council,  after  notification  in  the  Gazette  of  their 
intention  so  to  do  and  calling  for  objections,  to  memorialise  the  Governor 
for  the  purpose  of  having  such  extension  proclaimed,  subject  to  the  proviso 
that  if  objections  are  raised  and  supported  by  a  large  number  of  those 
interested,  the  extension  shall  not  be  effected  without  a  resolution  of 
Parliament  first  had  and  obtained. 

THE  UNIFIED  COUNCIL  AND  RATING. 

138.  The  Rateable  Values  determined  for  the  several  Metropolitan 
Municipalities  as  for  each  of  the  six  years  1897-1902,  were  set  forth  in 
Table  III  on  page  8  of  this  Report.  Your  Commissioners  have  now  to  show 
the  Rates  which  have  been  assessed  on  these  values  for  each  of  those  years, 
and  have  further  to  indicate  the  changes  which,  in  their  opinion,  it  will  be 
advisable  to  make  in  the  method  of  rating  in  the  unified  Municipality.  The 
facts  with  reference  to  the  rates  which  have  been  assessed  are  contained  in 
the  following  Table  XIV  :  — 

TABLE  XIV. — Showing  the  Rates  which  have  been  assessed  by  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Municipalities  in  each  year  from  1897  to  1902  inclusive. 


1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

Cape  Town 

Owners’ 

4d. 

4d. 

3id. 

3id. 

3id. 

2id. 

Tenants’ 

Nil 

Green  &  Sea  Point 

. .  Owners’ 

IJd. 

2d. 

2d. 

2d. 

2id. 

3d. 

Tenants’ 

Nil 

Woodstock 

. .  Owners’ 

2d. 

lid. 

Ud. 

lid. 

*  2d. 

2d. 

Tenants’ 

Nil 

Maitland 

.  .  Owners’ 

Id. 

Id. 

id. 

Id. 

— 

|d. 

Tenants’ 

Nil 

Mowbray 

Owners’ 

2d. 

2d. 

2d. 

2d. 

2d. 

4d. 

Tenants’ 

8d. 

8d. 

8d. 

8d. 

8d. 

Is. 

Kondebosch 

. .  Owners’ 

lid. 

l|d. 

lid. 

1yd. 

lid. 

2d. 

Tenants’ 

4d. 

6d. 

6d. 

6d 

6d. 

6d. 

Claremont 

Owners’ 

2d. 

2d. 

2d. 

2d. 

2d. 

2id. 

Tenants’ 

8d. 

8d. 

8d. 

8d. 

8d. 

8d. 

Wynberg 

..  Owners’ 

lid. 

2d. 

1yd. 

lid. 

2d. 

Tenants’ 

8d. 

8d. 

8d. 

8d. 

8d. 

There  rre  some  noticeable  features  in  this  Table.  Not  the  least  important 
of  them  is  the  fact  of  the  steady  fall  in  the  Cape  Town  Rate,  a  feature  to 
which  attention  has  already  been  drawn  in  paragraph  77.  The  fall  in 
the  Rate  has  accompanied  an  increase  in  the  Rateable  Value  of  142*2  per 
cent.,  while  at  the  same  time  a  great  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the 
public  services  supplied.  In  the  case  of  Green  and  Sea  Point  there  has  been 
a  considerable  rise  in  the  Kate,  and  this  rise  has  accompanied  an  increase  of 
50  per  cent,  in  the  Rateable  Value  and  some  improvement  in  the  services 
supplied.  In  each  of  the  southern  suburbs  again  the  Rate  has  been  fairly 
uniform ;  but  the  Rateable  Values  have  been  much  increased,  and  the 
services  supplied  have  not  improved.  In  the  case  of  two  of  the  Munici¬ 
palities,  Mowbray  and  Claremont,  the  final  year  of  the  series  is  marked  by  a 
considerable  rise  in  the  Rate,  owing  to  the  fact  that  t'.iose  Municipalities  have 
neglected  to  rate  up  to  the  level  of  their  expenditure  during  recent  years  as 
already  explained  in  paragraphs  91  and  93. 

[G.  21—1902.] 
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139.  The  Table  shows  that  four  out  of  the  eight  Municipalities  levy>a 
Tenants’  Rate.  The  two  largest  Municipalities.  Cape  Town  and  Woodstock, 
do  not  assess  a  Tenants’  Rate.  Why  this  is  so  has  not  been  specifically 
disclosed  in  the  evidence  ;  but  the  fact  is  all  the  more  noticeable,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  rather  to  have  been  anticipated  that,  if  a  Tenants’  Rate  was 
advisable  at  all,  it  would  have  been  so  in  Cape  Town  and  in  Woodstock,  in 
each  of  which  Municipalities  the  number  of  Tenants  must  be  considerable.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  some  of  the  Municipalities  levy  a  Tenants’  Rate 
because  the  Owners’  Rate  cannot  exceed  2d.  without  the  consent  of  the 
ratepayers,  a  consent  which  it  is  not  always  convenient  to  apply  for.  But 
this  cannot  be  the  only  reason  ;  for  it  will  be  observed  that  in  some  instances 
a  Tenants’  Rate  is  assessed  while  the  Owners’  Rate  is  below  the  maximum  of 
2d.  Be  this  as  it  may,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  uncertainty  in  the 
incidence  and  collection  of  the  Tenants’  Rate  makes  this  method  of  raising 
revenue  one  of  doubtful  expediency,  while  the  fact  that  only  four  out  of 
eight  of  the  Municipalities  adopt  the  method  seems  to  indicate  that  its 
abolition  is  quite  practicable.  For  the  five  years  1897 — 1901,  in  the  four 
Municipalities  which  have  levied  a  Tenants’  Rate,  the  Owners’  Rates  have 
amounted  in  all  to  £111,355  Is.  Id.;  and  the  Tenants’  Rates  to 
£21,172  3s.  2d. 

140.  In  the  case  of  the  unified  Municipality,  your  Commissioners  are  of 
opinion  that  the  Council’s  power  of  rating  should  not  be  arbitrarily  limited 
by  the  Act  of  Incorporation.  Manifestly,  if  such  a  Council  as  is  proposed  to 
be  created  by  that  Act  cannot  be  entrusted  with  large  discretionary  powers, 
there  seems  little  to  be  hoped  for  from  any  proposals  for  unification  or  from 
any  endeavours  to  bring  about  a  more  progressive  adaptation  of  municipal 
government.  If  there  is  to  be  any  restriction  on  the  Council’s  powers  in  this 
respect,  your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  in  the  nature  of 
a  provision  that  a  majority  of  the  whole  Council  must  be  in  favour  of  a  loan 
or  of  a  rate  which  may  be  proposed  to  be  raised  or  assessed. 

141.  In  the  unified  Municipality  which  will  be  formed  at  first  of  eight 
Rating  Districts,  the  governing  Council  must  have  full  powers  to  differentiate 
the  Rates  in  Districts.  At  the  very  outset  of  the  existence  of  the  unified 
Municipality,  some  plan  such  as  that  of  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of 
Valuers,  as  provided  for  in  the  draft  Bill,  will  have  to  be  set  on  foot  for  the 
valuation  of  the  assets  (other  than  water,  vide  paragraph  112)  and  for 
determining  the  liabilities  of  the  several  combining  administrations.  Credit 
could  be  given  to  the  Distrists  concerned  for  any  unexpended  balances  of 
loans  or  cash  balances  of  ordinary  revenue  merged  in  the  general  account,  for 
any  rates  outstanding  at  the  time  of  unification  which  were  subsequently 
received,  and  for  any  assets,  such  as  plant,  mules,  Town  Hull,  stables  or 
other  buildings  at  the  ascertained  value.  These  assets  could  be  placed 
against  the  debits  for  the  outstanding  loans  and  the  rate  demanded  from  the 
Districts  concerned  in  connection  with  interest  and  sinking  fund  payments  on 
loans  for  general  purposes  could  be  proportionately  reduced  ;  or  possibly 
even  a  credit  balance  would  be  produced  which  could  remain  as  a  Betterment 
Fund  for  use  in  the  District  when  required.  Thus,  while  the  rate  for 
purposes  which  are  universal  throughout  the  Municipality  would  be  uniform 
therein,  rates  for  purposes  not  universal  would  be  differentiated  to 
meet  the  circumstances  and  needs  of  each  District  Your  Commissioners  are 
of  opinion  that  the  Board  of  Valuers  would  have  to  deal,  amongst  other 
questions,  with  that  of  the  valuation  of  lands  within  the  several  Districts. 
It  will  be  found  that  such  lands  would  in  the  case  of  several  of  the  Districts 
neluae  la?id  bought  by  the  expiling  Municipality  and  land  granted  by  the 
Government  for  Municipal  purposes.  Those  two  classes  of  lands  should  be 
dealt  with  differently  by  the  Board.  Lands  granted  by  the  Government  for 
Municipal  purposes  and  still  unsold  should  be  vested  in  the  unified  Council, 
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the  District  concerned  being  credited  with  the  value  of  the  improvements 
made  by  the  expiring  Municipality.  Lands  heretofore  bought  by  any 
Municipality  and  paid  for  out  of  revenue  should  have  their  present  value 
determined  b}r  the  Board  of  Valuers,  the  District  concerned  being  credited 
with  the  value  assigned  by  the  Board  of  Valuers,  and  the  lands  being  then 
vested  in  the  unified  Municipality  and  held  for  the  benefit  thereof. 
In  addition  to  this,  it  may  be  found  by  the  Council  to  be  expedient 
to  undertake,  for  instance,  a  sewerage  or  drainage  system  in  any  District 
or  Districts,  or  to  spend  in  any  one  year  an  extra  amount  on  the 
construction  of  new  streets  or  side-walks  or  kerbing  in  a  District ;  and  the 
Council  must  have  power  to  determine  how  much  of  the  necessary  rates  is  to 
be  raised  in  the  District  or  Districts  concerned,  and  how  much,  if  any,  is  to  be 
a  charge  on  the  unified  revenue.  Moreover,  if  the  ratepayers  in  any  portion  of 
any  District  elect  to  have  an  improvement  of  some  special  nature,  such  as  a 
superior  class  of  sidewalk,  an  extra  amount  of  public  lighting  or  other 
service,  the  Council  must  be  empowered  to  make  a  Special  or  Improvement 
Assessment  on  the  portion  of  the  District  concerned.  Provisions  in  these 
behalves  are  included  in  the  draft  Bill  (Appendix  M.) 

(B).  OTHER  MUNICIPALITIES. 

Kale  Bat. 

142.  Kalk  Bay  was,  by  Proclamation  97  dated  26th  March,  1891, 
placed  under  a  Village  Management  Board ;  it  was  created  a  Municipality  by 
Proclamation  186  dated  2nd  May,  1895.  The  area  within  the  municinal 
boundaries  is  8,500  acres  in  extent,  and  consists  of  the  localities  known  respec¬ 
tively  as  Kalk  Bay,  St.  James,  Muizenberg  and  Lakeside.  By  the  Census 
of  July,  1902,  the  population  was  ascertained  to  be  2,989,  being  1,624 
whites  and  1,365  coloured.  This  may  be  regarded  as  the  normal  winter 
population  at  the  present  time  ;  but  the  locality  being  a  favourite  seaside 
resort  in  summer,  the  population  is  said  to  vary  up  to  an  estimated  total  of 
5,000.  There  are  probably  500  property  owners,  but  many  are  absentee 
owners.  All  the  valuable  land  (for  building  purposes)  is  now  iu  the  hands 
of  private  owners,  the  land  having  been  sold,  mainly  by  the  Government, 
from  time  to  time. 

143.  A  little  to  the  south  of  Tokai,  and  forming  an  elongated  extension 
of  the  municipal  area  of  Kalk  Bay  on  its  western  side,  a  narrow  strip  of 
valley  land  well  shut  in  amongst  mountains,  runs  in  a  north-westerly 
direction  towards  Constantia  Berg.  The  valley  thus  formed  is  described  as 
a  “  huge  hollow  in  the  mountains,”  and  is  several  square  miles  in  extent. 
The  whole  of  it  forms  an  excellent  catchment  area,  from  which  a  very  con¬ 
siderable  quantity  of  water  runs  off,  the  rainfall  being  very  little  under  that 
of  the  more  elevated  parts  of  the  Peninsula.  The  valley,  as  far  as  it  is 
within  the  Municipality,  has  been  fenced,  and  is  therefore  practically  free 
from  sources  of  contamination.  Herein,  at  a  distance  of  five  miles  from 
Muizenberg,  and  at  an  elevation  of  1,485  feet  above  sea-level,  there  has 
been  built  for  the  Municipality  a  storage  reservoir  having  a  capacity  of  18 
million  gallons.  Near  Muizenberg  there  is  a  small  service  reservoir  with  a 
capacity  of  100,000  gallons,  to  which  the  water  is  led  by  pipe  from  the 
storage  reservoir.  The  Municipal  Engineer,  when  giving  evidence  before 
the  Commission,  was  not  in  a  position  to  state  the  maximum  supply  that 
could  be  obtained  from  this  catchment  area ;  but  he  is  clearly 
of  opinion  that  the  supply  is  ample.  “  As  a  matter  of  fact,” 
he  says,  “  we  have  practically  the  18  million  gallons  lying  idle.” 
“  By  raising  the  dam  wall  about  25  feet  more,  and  by  expending  about 
<£25,000,  the  (storage)  reservoir  would  give  a  supply  of  520,000  gallons  per 
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day  for  five  months.  The  reservoir  itself  would  contain  about  140  million 
gallons.  I  may  say  that  these  works  were  originally  designed  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Stewart,  and  that  the  dam  was  prepared  so  that  at  any  future  time 
its  height  could  he  increased  without  very  great  additional  expense.”  The 
water  itself  is  said  to  be  tinged  with  “  the  dye  from  the  palmiet  roots  and  the 
peat.”  The  Engineer  has  been  engaged  with  experiments  for  removing  this 
discolouration.  In  his  opinion  the  drawback  does  not  affect  the  potable 
qualities  of  the  water,  and  probably  will  be  got  rid  of  by  suitable  filtration  ; 
for  effecting  which  “  we  intend  to  construct  beds  as  soon  as  we  are  in  a 
position  to  do  so.  We  have  an  excellent  position  for  them,  and  they  can  be 
constructed  at  practically  a  nominal  cost — I  think  about  £2,500.” 

144.  Your  Commissioners  regard  the  position  of  Kalk  Bay,  in  the  matter 
of  water  supply,  as  exceptionally  favourable.  Although  the  population  of 
the  locality  is  increasing,  there  seems  little  likelihood  of  its  outstripping  the 
lull  possibilities  of  the  local  water  supply  for  very  many  years  ;  and  your 
Commissioners,  therefore,  recommeud  that  additional  storage  works  should 
be  provided  as  soon  as  possible,  with  a  view  to  the  utilisation  for  the  benefit 
of  the  neighbouring  Municipality  of  Simonstown  of  the  water  which  is  now 
running  to  waste.  (  Vide  paragraph  150.) 

145.  Stormwater  drainage  is  receiving  attention  and,  as  elsewhere  in  the 
Peninsula,  there  are  some  difficulties  to  be  overcome  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
these  difficulties  will  be  energetically  dealt  with,  so  that  property  will  have 
all  necessary  protection  speedily  afforded  to  it  against  this  source  of  danger. 
Slop  water  is  to  a  considerable  extent  put  through  pipes  into  the  sea  at 
certain  outfalls.  There  being  no  sewerage,  sanitary  removals  are  carried  out 
by  the  Council’s  Contractor,  but  at  such  a  charge  to  the  inhabitants  and  to 
the  Municipal  revenue  as  would  meet  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  of  a 
considerable  capital.  A  sewerage  scheme  is  under  consideration.  The  set  of 
the  inshore  currents  of  False  Bay  is  being  observed  by  the  Municipal  Engineer 
with  a  view  to  having  a  suitable  sea  outfall.  That  Officer  is  rightly  not 
disposed  to  put  the  crude  sewage  into  the  sea  without  careful  enquiry  into 
the  set  of  the  currents.  “  The  gradients  are  very  low  and  possibly  we  may 
have  to  pump  a  certain  section.  We  may  have  to  treat  it  (the  sewage)  by 
septic  tanks  or  by  some  other  method,  but  if  the  land  is  suitable  we  may  treat 
it  on  the  farm.” 

146.  Lying  between  Kalk  Bay  and  the  Municipality  of  Wynberg,  there  is 
a  series  of  Vleys,  one  of  them  being  Princess  Vley,  into  which  it  is  proposed 
to  discharge  the  effluent  from  the  Sewage  Works  at  Wynberg.  The  Engi¬ 
neer  thinks  that  in  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers  of  Kalk  Bay  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  the  Council  to  enquiie  very  carefully  into  this  matter.  There 
appears  to  be  no  authority  empowered  to  deal  with  the  insanitary  nuisances 
in  an  area  such  as  that  lying  between  Wynberg  and  Kalk  Bay.  It  is 
advisable  that  this  should  be  remedied ;  and  the  powers  which  your 
Commissioners  are  of  opinion  should  be  given  to  the  Divisional  Council  or  its 
successor  in  this  behalf  will  be  set  forth  in  Part  II  of  this  Report. 

Simonstown. 

147.  Your  Commissioners  find  that  the  local  needs  of  this  Municipality 
owe  much  of  their  importance  to  the  fact  that  Simonstown  is  a  Naval 
Station. 

The  census  taken  in  July,  1902,  gave  Simonstown  a  population  (ex¬ 
cluding  Naval  and  Military)  of  4,684.  The  white  population  was  3,109  ; 
the  coloured  1,575.  The  number  of  habitations  is  given  by  the  Town 
Council  as  450. 
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148.  The  administration  of  Municipal  affairs  seems  to  be  left  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  civil  population.  The  immovable  property  owned  by  the 
Admiralty  has  always  been  exempt  from  local  rates.  But,  following  upon  a 
representation  made  in  1896,  by  the  Town  Council,  an  agreement  was  come 
to  between  the  Imperial  and  the  Colonial  Government  in  terms  of  which, 
and  in  lieu  of  rates,  a  contribution  to  the  Municipal  revenue  in  the  amount 
of  £700  a  year  was  to  be  made  equally  between  the  two  Governments.  In 
1897  this  annual  contribution  was  applied  to  meet  the  instalments  on  a  loan  of 
£11,000.  which  sum,  together  with  a  further  sum  of  £2,500,  raised  in  1899, 
was  expended  in  waterworks,  principally  on  a  cement  concrete  reservoir 
having  a  capacity  of  3,000,000  gallons.  Within  the  Municipal  boundary 
there  is  a  favourably  situated  watershed  of  considerable  extent.  A  portion 
of  the  run-eff  from  a  part  of  this  area  fills  a  reservoir  built  by  the  Admir¬ 
alty  within  the  area  capable  of  holding  30,000,000  gallons  and  the  surplus 
flows  into  a  small  reservoir  built  by  the  town  below  that  belonging  to  the 
Admiralty  and  is  led  from  this  for  the  use  of  the  town  when  required.  In 
addition  to  this  source  there  are  a  number  of  springs  available  near  the 
town  which  can  be  depended  upon  to  yield  about  15,000  gallons  a  day 
throughout  the  dry  season.  In  the  wet  season  the  yield  is  very  considerably 
greater  ;  the  surplus  beyond  that  required  for  the  town  is  led  into  the  3  million 
gallon  reservoir.  It  is  only  during  the  dry  season  of  the  year  taken  say  for 
100  days,  that  the  civil  population  have  to  draw  upon  the  three  million 
gallon  reservoir  in  order  to  supplement  their  other  supplies. 

149.  The  daily  requirements  of  the  civil  population  were  assumed  by  one 
of  the  witnesses  to  be  75,000  gallons  during  the  dry  season  of  100  days. 
To  meet  this  consumption,  the  reservoir  was  estimated  to  contribute  30,000, 
and  the  springs  15,000  to  20,000  gallons  per  day,  leaving  a  deficiency  of 
some  25,000  or  30,000  gallons.  In  other  words,  a  daily  consumption  of 
75,000  gallons,  required,  for  a  period  of  100  days,  7|  million  gallons; 
towards  which  the  reservoir  stored  3  millions  and  the  springs  yielded  1| 
millons,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  3  million  gallons.  Such  a  water  supply  as 
this,  it  need  hardly  be  said,  is  quite  inadequate  even  for  the  existing 
population,  to  say  nothing  of  its  inevitable  increase  in  the  “  near  future.” 
Tour  Commissioners  therefore  strongly  urge  that,  without  unneces¬ 
sary  loss  of  time,  steps  should  be  taken  to  briug  in  a  larger  and  better 
supply.  An  assumed  supply  of  75,000  per  day  for  the  100  days  of  the  dry 
season,  even  if  it  could  be  depended  upon,  would  not  be  in  accordance  with 
the  real  needs  of  the  people.  But,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  even  that  quantity 
cannot  be  guaranteed,  and  the  position  is  made  all  the  more  serious  by  the 
fact  that  rather  more  than  half  of  the  houses  are  provided  with  water  closets. 
No  town  having  these  sanitary  conveniences  should  be  without  a  domestic 
water  supply  of  less  than  30  gallons  per  head  per  day,  but  in  this  instance 
the  supply  is  reduced  to  15  gallons,  and  during  the  dry  season  of  100  days, 
is  liable  occasionally  to  be  cut  off  altogether. 

150.  Bemarking  in  paragraphs  143  and  144,  on  the  water  supply  of  Xalk 
Bay,  your  Commissioners  recommended  that  the  storage  reservoir  belonging  to 
that  Municipality  should  have  its  capacity  increased  in  view  of  the  desirability 
of  its  being  made  a  source  of  supply  also  for  Simonstown. 

151.  The  witnesses  from  both  of  these  Municipalities  seemed  to  be  of  the 
opinion  that  the  only  difficulty  likely  to  arise  would  be  the  money  one.  The 
Municipality  of  Kalk  Bay  may  not  be  prepared  to  incur  an  expenditure  of 
£25,000  or  £30,000  on  a  work  for  which  it  has  no  present  necessity.  On 
the  other  hand  the  civil  population  of  Simonstown  may  not  be  in  a  position 
to  guarantee  interest  and  sinking  fund  on  a  loan  in  the  amount  required. 

152.  Kalk  Bay  and  Simonstown  Ordinary  Revenue  and  Expenditure. 
Like  the  Mowbray  and  Claremont  statements,  that  from  Kalk  Bay 
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(Appendix  A  (Id)),  represents  .Revenue  and  Expenditure  incurred  and  not 
actual  cash  receipts  and  payments.  Thus  the  statement  shows  an  excess  of 
ordinary  Revenue  over  Expenditure  in  the  five  years  amounting  to  £2,603 
15s.  10d.;  deducting  the  opening  overdrawn  balance  on  the  1st  January, 
1897,  of  £138  17s.  7 d.,  and  adding  the  excess  of  Waterworks  revenue  over 
Waterworks  expenditure  of  £1,253  7s.  Id.,  the  balance  on  the  31st 
December,  1901,  of  £3,718  5s.  4d.,  shown  in  the  statement,  is  produced. 
But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Rates  amounting  to  £2,490  3s.  lid,,  shown  in  the 
statement,  bad  not  been  actually  collected,  and  expenditure  amounting  to 
£1,343  2s.  0d.,  under  Act  41  of  1899  (to  be  hereafter  recovered  from 
owners  of  property)  had  been  omitted,  as  well  as  expenditure  on  Plant,  Live 
Stock,  Office  Furniture,  &c.,  amounting  to  £2,080  12s.  6d.,  and  preliminary 
expenses  on  Waterworks  amounting  to  £32  14s.  Od.  On  the  other  hand, 
Expenditure  included  in  the  statement  amounting  to  £601  5s.  9d.,  had  not 
actually  been  paid  up  to  the  31st  December,  1901.  These  items  would 
convert  ihe  surplus  balance  of  £3,718  5s.  4d.,  shown  in  the  statement,  into  a 
deficit  of  £1,627  Is.  4d.  Against  this  deficit  there  are  of  course  the  assets 
representing  rates  outstanding,  &c.,  beforementioned.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  a 
sum  of  £1,810  14s.  Od.  was  borrowed  from  the  Loan  Account  ( vide 
Appendix  L  (8)),  thus  restoring  a  credit  balance  of  £183  12s.  8d.,  of  which 
£86  0s.  lid.  was  in  the  Bauk  and  £97  11s.  9d.  in  cash  at  the  Municipal 
Office. 

The  Simoustown  ordinary  payments  exceeded  the  Revenue  for  the 
five  years  by  £2,960  10s.  6d.,  from  which  must  be  deducted  the  opening 
credit  balance  on  the  1st  January,  1897,  of  £151  17s.  0d.,  making  the  net 
deficit  in  revenue  £2,808  13s.  6d.  The  credit  balance  on  the  Loan  Account  of 
£2,079  9s.  Gd.,  having  been  temporarily  appropriated  for  the  purpose  had 
reduced  the  net  overdraft  on  the  31st  December,  1901,  to  the  £729  4s.  0d., 
shown  in  Appendix  A  (1 1).  The  deficit  in  this  instance  is  equal  to  about 
two  years’  rates.  There  is  one  point  in  favour  of  this  Municipality  which  is 
not  shown  by  the  accounts  rendered.  The  Imperial  and  Colonial  Govern¬ 
ments  are  each  making  a  grant  of  half  of  the  instalment  more  particularly 
referred  to  in  paragraph  148  where  it  is  shown  that  the  Municipality  is 
relieved  of  all  responsibility  from  the  instalment  on  the  Waterworks  Loan 
of  £11,000. 

153.  Kalk  Bay  and  Simonstown  Indebtedness. — The  statements  published 
in  Appendix  L  (8)  and  (9)  give  the  exact  position  of  the  Municipalities  of 
Kalk  Bay  and  Simonstown  in  regard  to  Borrowing  Powers  (which  have 
been  fully  exercised),  the  re-payments  which  have  been  made  and  the 
amount  of  debt  outstanding  on  the  31st  December,  1901,  while  the  state¬ 
ment  in  Appendix  L  (10)  summarises  the  totals.  The  expenditure  which 
lias  taken  place  out  of  these  borrowed  moneys  is  also  shown  in  these  state¬ 
ments  and  the  balances  held  in  hand  on  the  date  named. 

No  Sinking  Fnnd  has  up  to  the  present  been  provided  by  the  Munici¬ 
pality  of  Kalk  Bay  except  in  regard  to  a  small  loan  of  £650  under  the  Local 
Works  Loans  Fund  ;  but  the  whole  of  the  Simonstown  debt  has  been  incur¬ 
red  to  that  fund  and  is  consequently  being  extinguished  by  half-yearly  pay¬ 
ments  extending  over  25  years.  As  mentioned  in  paragraph  148,  the  instal¬ 
ments,  both  of  interest  and  loan,  of  one  loan  of  £11,000  are  being  provided 
by  the  Admiralty  and  the  Colonial  Government  in  equal  proportions. 

(C).  THE  MUNICIPALITIES  GENERALLY. 

Accounts,  Audit,  and  Valuation. 

154.  Accounts.— 'The  Acts  of  Parliament  which  at  present  govern 
Municipal  accounts  provide  for  the  proceeds  of  loans  raised  and  the  expendi- 
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ture  of  such  moneys  being  kept  separate  from  the  ordinary  Revenue  and 
Expenditure.  In  both  cases,  however,  it  is  laid  down  that  the  accounts  shall 
be  entirely  upon  a  cash  basis  although  the  preparation  of  an  Asset  and 
Liability  Statement  at  the  end  of  each  half-year  is  ordered.  Such  separation 
of  .loans  transactions  from  ordinary  revenue  and  expenditure  is  manifestly 
desirable,  and  your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  accounts  based  upon 
the  cash  only  are  certainly  not  sufficient  when  the  transactions  reach  such 
magnitude  as  they  have  done  in  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  and  as  they 
will  do  in  the  unified  Municipality  which  is  proposed.  They  would  recom¬ 
mend  therefore  that  statements  should  in  future  be  prepared  wherein  the  full 
amount  of  revenue  accrued  should  be  introduced  and,  so  far  as  may  be,  such 
ordinary  expenditure  as  has  been  incurred  even  though  not  paid,  care  being 
taken  that  both  revenue  and  liabilities  outstanding  shall  be  reduced  to  a 
minimum  and  that  such  items  shall  be  clearly  shown  in  the  Balance  Sheets 
prepared.  So  far  as  the  loan  transactions  are  concerned,  while  holding  the 
same  views  in  regard  to  Assets  and  Liabilities,  your  Commissioners  are  of 
opinion  that  it  is  essential  that  proper  Capital  Accounts  should  be  kept  and 
due  consideration  given  to  depreciation  in  values  as  well  as  to  the  operation 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  extinction  of  the  debt.  Further,  it  is  essential 
that  the  accounts  should  be  so  kept  that  the  necessary  information  for 
Differential  Rating  shall  be  forthcoming.  In  the  draft  Bill  they  have 
sugges  ted  sections  which  they  believe  will  accomplish  the  desired  end. 

154a.  Audit. — That  the  audit  has  been  often  unsatisfactory  is  clearly 
shown,  and  your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  even  where  competency 
is  obtained  the  necessary  independence  can  rarely  be  expected  in  persons 
elected  by  the  Council  or  Ratepayers.  In  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
transactions  of  the  unified  Municipality,  your  Commissioners  would  strongly 
urge  that  the  final  audit  of  the  accounts  of  that  body  should  be  entrusted  to 
the  Controller  and  Auditor-General.  They  would  indeed  prefer  to  see  such 
audit  extended  to  the  other  Municipalities  in  the  Cape  Peninsula ;  but  the 
reasons  for  such  extension  would  in  no  way  differ  from  those  which  can  be 
urged  in  regard  to  the  Municipalities  throughout  the  country.  Your  Com¬ 
missioners  would  not  therefore  do  further  than  call  attention  to  the  subject, 
leaving  Simonstown,  ICalk  Bay,  and  Durbauville  to  be  dealt  with  at  the 
same  time  as  the  other  Municipalities  in  the  Colony. 

155.  Valuation. — Your  Commissioners  find  that  a  very  general  feeling  of 
dissatisfaction  appears  to  exist  among  the  ratepayers  in  regard  to  the 
present  valuations.  In  some  instances  this  appears  to  be  solely  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  increase  in  the  actual  value  has  been  followed  by 
an  increase  in  the  official  valuation  and  consequently  an  increased  liability 
for  rates.  But  the  majority  of  witnesses  dealing  with  this  subject  have 
been  able  to  give  far  better  grounds  for  complaint,  and  their  objections  may 
be  classed  under  three  headings,  (a)  The  mode  of  appointing  the  valuator, 
(b)  The  basis  of  valuation,  and  (e)  The  constitution  of  the  court  of  objections. 

(a)  The  mode  of  appointing  the  Valuator. — Objections  to  the  present  mode 
of  appointing  the  valuator  are  made  on  the  ground  that  his  service 
is  called  for  by  tender ;  although  the  lowest  tenderer  may  not 
necessarily  be  accepted,  the  disposition  to  appoint  a  man  whose 
tender  is  low,  to  the  exclusion  of  a  more  competent  man  wdiose 
tender  is  higher,  is  held  to  be  an  undesirable  feature.  There  seems 
to  be  a  fair  consensus  of  opinion  that  a  permanent  valuator  should 
be  appointed,  but  while  some  witnesses  hold  that  he  should  be  an 
official  of  the  Council,  the  majority  thought  that  he  should  be 
independent,  although  distinct  provision  should  be  made  as  to  the 
lines  upon  which  he  should  work.  Some  Councillors,  however, 
regard  it  as  preferable  that  different  men  should  be  appointed  from 
time  to  time. 
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(£)  Basis  of  Valuation. — There  is  much  division  of  opinion  among  the 
witnesses  as  to  what  should  constitute  the  basis  of  valuation.  It 
is  argued  that  the  rent  produced  by  house  property  would  generally 
be  a  fair  basis,  and  that  any  unreasonably  high  rent  would  justify 
a  temporary  increase  in  the  valuation  ;  but  it  is  urged  that  the 
valuation  of  large  properties  occupied  by  the  owners  cannot  be 
fairly  made  on  the  basis  of  probable  rent.  Further,  it  is  urged  that 
uuoccupied  land  should  be  valued  as  for  building  purposes,  if 
suitable  for  such,  aud  farming  properties  should  be  taken  on  the 
basis  of  production.  Particular  objection  is  taken  to  the  valuation 
of  large  properties  on  the  basis  of  what  they  would  produce  if  cut 
up  into  building  lots.  Then  it  is  complained  that  the  valuations 
are  made  without  reference  to  the  owners,  that  enquiries  are  not 
instituted  as  to  the  facts,  although  one  of  the  most  experienced 
valuators  (Mr.  G.  H.  Moller)  asserts  that  he  has  spared  no  effort 
in  this  direction,  as  far  as  was  practicable  with  the  time  at  his 
disposal,  but  has  not  met  with  a  willing  response  to  his  enquiries. 
Glaring  inequalities  moreover  are  alleged  to  exist  between  the 
valuations  of  neighbouring  properties. 

fcj  The  Constitution  of  the  Valuation  Courts. — The  Courts  as  at  present 
constituted  excepting  that  for  Cape  Town  have  power  to  reduce 
valuations  but  not  to  increase  them,  nor  can  they  deal  with  any 
properties  other  than  those  which  are  formally  brought  to  their 
notice.  Objection  is  raised  on  these  two  points  and  to  the  fact 
that  the  members  of  the  Councils  mainly  constitute  the  courts.  It 
is  evidently  felt  that  the  Councils  are  too  much  interested  in  the 
increase  of  the  valuation,  both  in  regard  to  rates  and  to  borrowing 
powers,  to  constitute  an  unbiassed  court  of  appeal.  It  is  urged  that 
there  should  be  an  independent  court  composed  of  men  of  sufficient 
expert  judgment  who  should  have  power  to  call  evidence.  It  is 
suggested  further  by  witnesses  that  the  court  should  be  presided 
over  by  a  barrister  and  that  inequality  of  treatment  should  receive 
particular  attention.  Rome  representatives  of  the  Councils  deem 
any  such  independent  court  objectionable,  holding  that  the  Councils 
having  large  spending  powers  with  great  responsibilities  are  entitled 
to  a  voice  in  the  matter. 

156.  It  is  clearly  undesirable  that  there  should  be  separate  valuations  for 
Municipal  and  Divisional  Council  purposes ;  such  has  been  the  case  in  the 
past  and  has  caused  unnecessary  expense  and  inconsistent  results.  Valuations 
of  property  are  also  required  for  the  Master  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  probate  of  wills,  division  of  estates,  &c..  and  it  is  a  question 
worthy  of  consideration  whether  one  valuation  could  not  be  made  to  serve  for 
all  these  purposes. 

157.  Your  Commissioners  feel  that  there  is  much  weight  in  these 
objections,  and  that  a  really  satisfactory  solution  of  the  difficulties  would 
probably  lie  somewhat  beyond  the  scope  of  their  enquiry.  A  counsel  of 
perfection  would  in  their  opinion  be,  that  a  Government  Department  should, 
working  in  conjunction  with  the  Surveyor- General  and  Registrar  of  Deeds,  be 
made  responsible  for  an  annual  valuation  throughout  the  Colony  carried  out 
by  approved  officers,  :  this  valuation  would,  with  the  other  records  of  those 
departments,  gradually  constitute  a  Domesday  Book  taking  stock  of  all  land 
and  owners,  whether  in  fee  simple,  quitrent,  or  otherwise,  ia  both  town  and 
country.  But  in  the  meantime  your  Commissioners  would  recommend : — 

That  a  permanent  valuator  should  be  appointed  and  paid  by  salary  by 
the  Council,  and  who  may  not  be  discharged  except  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Minister.  This  official  should  be  provided  with  such  assistance 
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as  may  be  necessary,  and  should  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  duties 
of  his  office,  and  should  keep  himself  acquainted  with  market  values. 

That  every  owner  (or  his  agent)  of  property  liable  to  be  rated  shall  be 
required  to  furnish  to  the  Valuator,  annually  at  such  time  as  may 
be  decided  by  the  Council,  a  statement  signed  by  him,  giving  the 
actual  cost  to  him  of  the  ground  and  buildings  thereon,  including 
the  cost  of  all  additions  and  alterations  thereto ;  the  use  to  which 
the  property  is  put,  the  rental  or  other  revenue  derived  from  it, 
and  what,  in  his  opinion,  is  its  fair  market  value. 

That  the  Valuator  should  base  his  valuation  of  a  property  on  the  infor¬ 
mation  contained  in  this  statement,  but  also  having  due  regard  to 
its  market  value  at  voluntary  sale,  unless  the  rental  derived  from 
such  property  shall  represent  on  a  basis  of  10  °/0  a  greater  value  than 
the  probable  market  value,  in  which  case  such  greater  value  shall  be 
taken  as  being  the  valuation. 

That  the  Court  for  revising  valuations  shall  consist  of  five  persons,  two 
of  whom  shall  be  Municipal  Councillors  appointed  by  the  Council  of 
the  Municipality,  and  the  remaining  thr^e,  one  of  whom  shall  be  a 
Barrister  or  Resident  Magistrate,  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Governor  ;  such  Barrister  or  Resident  Magistrate  to  be  Chairman 
of  the  Court.  This  Court  should  have  power  to  increase  or  reduce 
valuations,  irrespective  of  whether  any  objection  has  been  lodged 
to  such  valuation  or  not ;  and  it  should  further  be  empowered  to 
place  objectors  appearing  before  it  on  oath  and  take  evidence  on 
oath.  The  decision  of  this  Court  should  be  final. 


PART  II. 


THE  DIVISIONAL  COUNCIL. 


158.  The  matters  which  have  to  be  considered  in  this  part  of  your 
Commissioners’  Report  are  set  forth  in  their  instructions  as  follows  : — 

(a)  The  advisability  of  abolishing  the  Cape  Divisional  Council  and 
handiug  over  the  duties,  at  present  performed  by  them,  to  the 
existing  Municipalities  or  amalgamated  Municipalities  in  Municipal 
areas. 

(£)  How  and  by  whom  the  duties  at  present  performed  by  the  Cape 
Divisional  Council  should  be  performed  outside  Municipal  areas  if 
the  Cape  Divisional  Council  is  abolished. 

159.  The  whole  area  of  the  Cape  Division  occupies  665  square  miles.  The 
portion  of  this  area  which  will  be  included  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
unified  Municipality,  as  recommended  abeady  in  this  Report,  will  be  approx¬ 
imately  thirty  square  miles.  As  far  as  this  area  and  the  area  of  Camps 
Bay  are  concerned,  the  creation  of  the  unified  Council  will  provide  all 
necessary  machinery  for  local  government.  Other  Municipalities — namely: 
lvalk  Bay,  Simonstown  and  Durbanville — will  continue  to  make  provision 
for  carrying  on  the  work  of  Real  government  within  their  boundaries,  ie. : 
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within  a  further  area  of  some  twenty-five  square  miles.  Outside  of  those  urban 
areas  covering  in  all  some  55  square  miles,  there  will  still  be,  within  the 
Cape  Divisi  u.  rather  more  than  600  square  miles  of  country,  occupied  by  a 
population  air  ady  numbering  41,430  and  rapidly  increasing,  in  respect  of 
which  some  form  of  local  government  must  continue  to  be  provided.  The 
only  provisions  in  this  behalf  existing  at  the  present  time  are  those  which 
appertain  to  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape  as  constituted  by  the 
Divisional  Council  Act  of  1889.  Your  Commissioners  have  to  report  upon 
the  adequacy  or  otherwise  of  those  provisions. 

160.  The  Cape  Division  is  dealt  with  in  an  exceptional  manner  by  the 
Divisional  Council  Act  of  1889.  That  Act  provided  for  the  creation  of  nine 
Districts  in  the  Cape  Division  :  one  of  which,  known  as  District  No.  9,  was 
specially  designated  in  the  Act  as  “  The  Cape  Town  and  Sea  Point  District,” 
and  was  formed  entirely  by  those  Municipalities.  The  eight  other  Districts 
of  the  Cape  Division  were  defined  by  Proclamation  28  of  1890  as  follows  :  — 

District  No.  1 — comprises  the  Field  Cornetcies  of  Papendorp  ( Wood- 
stock)  (in  which  is  Camps  Bay)  and  Liesbeek  River. 

District  No.  2 — comprises  Rondebosch. 

District  No.  3— -comprises  Newlands  (in  which  is  Claremont). 

District  No.  4 — comprises  Wynberg,  Constantia  and  Downs  No.  1. 

District  No.  5 — comprises  Palen  en  Rietvlei,  Tygerberg,  Kuils  River 
and  Downs  No.  2. 

District  No.  6 — comprises  Koeberg  No.  1,  Koeberg  No.  2,  Blaauwberg 
and  Durban. 

District  No.  7 — comprises  Kalk  Bay,.Nocrdhoek,  Elsjes  River. 

District  No.  8 — comprises  Simonstown  No.  1  and  2,  Wildschutsbrand. 

161.  Manifestly,  much  of  this  scheme  of  subdivision  is  quite  conven¬ 
tional.  It  may  have  been  suitable  twelve  years  ago,  but  it  can  scarcely  be 
said  to  be  appropriate  at  the  present  time.  For  instance,  five  of  the  Districts 
are  assigned  to  the  comparatively  small  area  surrounding  Table  Mountain, 
Again,  the  boundaries  of  Districts  1,  2,  3,  4,  are  the  boundaries  many  years 
since  assigned  to  Field-cornetcies,  and,  as  such,  have  not  only  quite  lost  all 
significance,  but  tend  rather  to  cause  confusion,  inasmuch  as  in  more  than 
one  case,  the  same  name  is  given  to  a  Suburban  Municipality  and  to  a 
District  in  the  Cape  Division,  though  the  areas  are  not  identical.  In  this 
way  Rondebosch  as  a  Municipality  and  Rondebosch  as  a  1  District  ’  of  the 
Division  are  dissimilar  areas,  each  having  its  own  rateable  value. 

162.  Further,  if  Divisional  Councils  were  created  with  the  view  of 
providing  an  elective  local  authority  for  maintaining  roads  or  for  other 
purposes  in  rural  localities,  it  was  to  have  been  expected  that  in  the  scheme 
of  subdivision  into  Districts  for  the  election  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
regard  would  have  been  had  to  the  advisability  of  securing  an  adequate 
representation  of  rural  interests.  It  cannot  be  said  that  from  this  point  of 
view  the  scheme  of  subdivision  into  these  Districts  for  the  election  of 
Councillors  is  an  ideal  one.  The  seats  in  the  Council  are  so  distributed  that 
twelve  out  of  the  fourteen  must  always  be  filled  by  members  elected  by  the 
voters  in  Municipalities.  These  twelve  include  the  six  members  allocated 
bv  the  Act  to  District  No  9,  the  Cape  Town  and  Sea  Point  District,  and  the 
six  members  who  are  elected  by  the  voters  in  Districts  1,  2,  3,  4,  7  and  8 
respectively.  At  the  time  when  your  Commissioners  were  taking  evidence 
(April,  1902)  there  was  only  one  member  of  the  Divisional  Council  of  the 
Cape  who  properly  could  have  been  considered  a  rural  representative.  This 

2o-.9-^3.  member  appeared  as  a  witness  for  the  Divisional  Council  and  informed  your 
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Commissioners  that  it  is  mostly  townsmen  who  are  elected  to  the  Council. 

“  I  think,”  he  said,  “lam  the  only  one  residing  outside  the  Municipalities. 

Mr.  Langerman  represents  the  other  rural  District :  he  lives  at  Sea  Point, 
but  owns  property  outside,  and  represents  one  portion.”  Asked  how  it  came 
about  that  there  were  so  few  Councillors  from  the  rural  localities,  this  witness 
said  :  “  Because,  I  suppose,  the  suburban  population  outvotes  them.  It 
would  be  useless  for  an  outside  man  to  stand  for  those  Districts,  as  he  would 
have  no  chance  whatever  in  the  suburbs.”  It  appears  that  such  a  personnel 
as  this  is  more  often  the  rule  than  not  in  the  Cape  Divisional  Council. 

163.  That  the  members  of  a  Divisional  Council  so  constituted  should 
not  be  much  interested  iu  the  maintenance  of  country  roads,  and  that  the 
Council  itself  should  not  retain  the  confidence  of  those  who  make  the  most 
use  of  those  roads  is  not  surprising.  Witnesses  appeared  before  your  Com¬ 
missioners  who  spoke  generally  of  the  lack  of  supervision  over  the  road 
gangs  of  the  Council.  One  witness  said,  “  They  (the  Divisional  Council) 
have  no  sufficient  white  supervision  over  their  coloured  labourers.  I  have 
often  seen  the  men  lolling  about  and  discussing  things  in  the  street  with 
people  who  passed  by.”  Another  witness  said,  “A  coloured  man  generally 
supervises,  who  stands  and  loiters  about.  There  seems  to  be  no  supervision  under 
which  the  labourers  are  forced  to  do  a  good  day’s  work.”  Another  source 
of  dissatisfaction  has  been  the  dual  control  of  streets  within  Municipalities, 
already  referred  to  by  your  Commissioners  in  paragraphs  129  to  13  L. 

Further,  much  evidence  was  given  in  support  of  the  opinion  that  the 
incidence  of  the  Divisional  rate  affects  the  ratepayer  iuside  the  Munici¬ 
palities  more  heavily  than  the  ratepayer  outside,  vide  paragraph  129.  And 
once  more,  the  Cape  Divisional  Council,  while  it  is  the  only  local  body  in¬ 
vested  with  any  power  whatever  to  deal  with  matters  in  the  rural  districts, 
finds  itself  unable,  owing  to  the  absence  of  legal  power,  to  exercise  control 
in  cases  which  are  constantly  arising  in  those  districts,  and  which  affect  the  Vander 
interests  and  well-being  of  the  inhabitants.  This  powerlessness  of  the  S216'ii 
Divisional  Council  is  made  most  apparent  in  the  evidence  of  the  Secretary. 

161.  From  a  report  supplied  to  your  Commissioners  b}^  the  Secretary  to 
the  Cape  Divisional  Council,  it  would  appear  that  dissatisfaction  with  the 
incidence  of  the  Divisional  Kate  began  to  find  expression  in  February,  1899, 
when  a  conference  of  Municipal  delegates  was  held  at  Claremont,  at  which 
the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  viz. : — 

“  That  it  is  in  our  opinion  desirable  and  necessary  that  measures  be 
“  adopted  for  conferring  upon  the  Municipal  authorities  of  Cape  Town, 

“  Woodstock,  Maitland,  Durbanville,  Mowbray,  Koudebosch,  Claremont, 
“Wynberg,  Kalk  Bay,  Simonstown,  Green  and  Sea  Point,  all  the 
“  powers  and  duties  in  regard  to  roads  at  preseut  existing  and  situate 
“  within  the  respective  Municipal  areas  and  vested  in  the  Divisional 
“  Council  of  the  Cape,  provided  the  various  Municipalities  are  willing 
“  to  contribute  their  pro  rata  share  according  to  the  Municipal  rateable 
“  value  of  their  properties  towards  the  upkeep  of  roads  outside  Municipal 
“  areas,  subject  to  special  consideration  being  given  to  Kalk  Bay, 
“Simonstown,  Maitland  and  Durbanville.” 

No  action  appears  to  have  followed  immediately  upon  that  resolution.  But, 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  1901,  dissatisfaction  recurred  in  a  somewhat 
acute  form.  In  the  opinion  of  your  Commissioners  this  dissatisfaction  may 
be  traced  to  the  rapid  growth  in  the  Divisional  Council  valuation  of  properties 
inside  the  several  Municipalities  during  the  five  years  ending  1901,  and  to 
the  corresponding  increase  in  the  amount  levied  as  Divisional  rates  on  those 
properties  in  the  same  period.  The  values  and  extent  of  their  growth  will 
be  seen  by  referring  to  the  abstract  prepared  by  your  Commissioners  and 
given  in  the  following  Table : — 
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TABLE  XY. — Shewing  the  progressive  increase  in  Rateable  Values  according 
to  Divisional  Council  Valuations  of  properties  inside  the  Municipalities, 
and  outside  the  Municipalities,  from  1897  to  19U2  inclusive  :  — 


1S97. 

189S. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Cape  Town  . . 

3,' 11,465 

4,517,075 

5,253,45  i 

5,938,170 

8,704.690 

8,704,690 

(ireen  and  Sea  Point 

533,411 

704,006 

821,011 

S91.709 

1,138,675 

1,138,675 

Woodstock 

300, 8S5 

397,385 

523,525 

602,6 ' 5 

1,432,800 

1,479,300 

Maitlind 

36,166 

52 ,9S3 

82,757 

106, 8S9 

127,200 

127,200 

Mowbr  y 

304,365 

494,957 

656,896 

749,427 

733,875 

402,000 

Roidebosch  .. 

600,100 

6S0.340 

714,190 

750,705 

840,530 

1,068,560 

Cl  r»  mo  t 

693,7  >0 

998,155 

1,079  956 

1,172,566 

1,171  785 

1,125,630 

Wynberg 

535,175 

639,563 

749  965 

828  624 

1,081,190 

1,881,890 

6,9 15,267 

8,484,464 

9,911,750 

11,040,705 

15  230  745 

15,277,945 

Kalk  Bay 

139,360 

176,016 

208,580 

215,795 

355,376 

355,376 

Simonst  jwn  , . 

96,916 

108,076 

120,161 

128,351 

197,375 

197,375 

236,276 

284,092 

328,741 

314,146 

552,751 

552,751 

Total  I  tra-Urban  Valuation 

7, 1 5  1 ,543 

8,768.556 

10,240,491 

11,384,851 

15,783,496 

15,702,796 

Total  Extra-Urban  Valuation 

486,265 

513,783 

548,635 

580,476 

981,227 

1,061,927 

Total  Valuation 

7,637  80S 

9,284,339 

10  789,126 

11,965,327 

16,764,723 

16,764,723 

i  tj<5.  Conferences  of  Municipal  and  Divisional  Council  delegates  were 
agfiu  arranged.  They  met  in  Cape  Town  in  December,  1901,  and  January, 
1902.  The  resolution  of  February,  1899,  was  then  re-affirmed,  and  matters 
were  advanced  a  stage  by  the  adoption  of  sundry  resolutions  dealing  with 
proposals  for  organic  changes  in  the  Divisional  Council  itself.  The  delegates 
however  had  no  power  to  conclude  a  binding  agreement,  and  all  resolutions 
adopted  had  to  be  referred  back  to  their  respective  Councils  for  consideration. 
Ciriain  of  the  Municipal  Councils  accepted  the  resolutions  as  they  came  to  them 
from  the  Conference ;  others  accepted  the  resolutions  in  part  or  with  modifications. 
The  natural  result  of  this  disagreement  was  inaction  as  far  as  the  Munici¬ 
palities  were  concerned.  But,  on  the  10th  April,  1902,  at  a  special  meeting 
called  to  consider  “the  resolutions  that  have  been  arrived  at  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  various  Municipalities  and  Divisional  Council  delegates  with 
regard  to  the  maintenance  of  public  roads,”  the  Cape  Divisional  Council, 
after  considerable  discussion,  passed  the  following  resolution,  which  was  for¬ 
warded  to  your  Commissioners  through  the  Minister : — 

“  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council  the  time  has  arrived  for  the 
“  abolition  of  the  Divisional  Council.  And  further,  this  Council 
“  recommends  to  the  Government  that  the  scope  of  the  Cape  Peninsula 
“  Commission  be  extended  to  inquiring  into  the  advisability  of  the  pro- 
“  posed  County  Council  taking  over  the  control  of  all  roads  within  the 
“  Cape  Division ;  also  having  regard  to  the  rapid  extension  of  buildings 
“  outside  Municipal  areas,  that  proper  sanitary  control  be  exercised  over 
“  such  rural  areas.” 

1  66.  It  seems  to  have  been  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the  Divisional 
Council  when  they  adopted  the  foregoing  resolution,  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
administering  local  government  in  the  Cape  Division,  a  single  Council  or 
public  body  of  some  sort  was  all  that  was  necessary.  The  members  agreed 
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amongst  themselves  that  the  Divisional  Council  to  which  they  had  been 
elected  had  outlived  its  usefulness,  and  that  the  time  hail  come  for  it  to  make 
way  for  some  other  form  of  administrative  body — such  as  a  County  Council 
— which  was  to  have  general  jurisdiction  in  all  urban  and  rural  localities 
alike  throughout  the  Division.  Your  Commissiocers,  while  agreeing  in  the 
opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  abolition  of  the  Divisional  Council, 
are  not  prepared  to  make  a  recommendation  in  terms  of  the  foregoing 
Resolution.  They  are  unable  to  persuade  themselves  that  any  one  adminis¬ 
trative  body  or  Council  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  Cape  Division  can 
undertake  such  wide  and  general  duties.  They  believe  that  it  is  impracti¬ 
cable  to  control  so  extensive  and  diversified  an  area  as  the  Cape  Division  by 
any  form  of  Municipal  Council  such  as  exists  in  this  country,  whether  that 
control  is  to  be  by  a  single  Municipal  Council,  or  by  a  number  of  Municipal 
Councils,  to  each  of  which  an  unknown  extent  of  rural  area  is  to  be  assigned. 
On  the  other  hand,  as  the  Divisional  Couucil  in  the  foregoing  resolution 
make  specific  mention  of  a  proposed  County  Council,  your  Commissioners  have 
to  sa}^  that  in  their  opinion  the  range  of  duties  assigned  to  County  Councils 
in  England,  the  powers  entrusted  to  those  Councils,  and  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  were  created,  make  their  introduction  into  the  Cape 
Division  quite  irrelevant,  if  not  impossible  at  the  present  time. 

167.  Within  the  unified  Municipality,  the  requirements  of  local 
Government  will  be  entirely  provided  for,  and  within  the  Municipalities  of 
Kalk  Bay,  Simonstown,  and  Durbanville,  those  requirements  will  also  be 
provided  for  except  in  so  far  as  the  upkeep  of  the  highways  within  their 
limits  is  concerned  ;  and  what  appears  to  your  Commissioners  to  be  needed 
to  supplement  these  provisions  is  seme  form  of  Rural  Authority  for  those 
localities  within  the  Division  which  lie  outside  of  the  Municipalities.  Such 
a  Rural  Council,  in  addition  to  being  empowered  to  do  all  such  things  as  the 
Divisional  Council  is  now  empowered  to  do,  should  have  powers  similar  to, 
but  not  so  extensive  or  as  far  reaching  as  those  of  au  urban  authority  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts.  The  need  of  an  Authority  to  enforce  the  provisions 
of  those  Acts  has  been  most  forcibly  brought  to  the  notice  of  your  Com¬ 
missioners,  particularly  with  reference  to  such  insauitary  conditions  as  exist 
beyond  the  boundary  of  Maitland,  at  the  Rondebosch  Extension  in  the 
locality  known  as  Downs  No.  1.,  at  Constantia,  and  at  Princess  Yley,  and 
elsewhere.  Indeed,  with  special  reference  to  Princess  Vle}^  and  to  the  pro¬ 
posal  of  the  Wynberg  Town  Council  to  discharge  therein  the  effluent  from 
their  Sewage  Works,  it  would  have  been  the  duty  of  the  Rural  Couucil  as 
such  authority  to  have  stepped  in  and  to  have  prohibited  the  Wynberg  Town 
Couucil  from  doing  anything  likely  to  create  a  nuisance  or  a  danger  to  health. 

168.  There  are  yet  other  powers  which  in  the  opinion  of  your  Commis¬ 
sioners  should  be  vested  in  the  Rural  Council.  It  should  be  able  to  deal  with 
Contagious  Diseases  of  Animals  more  thoroughly  than  the  Divisional  Council 
can  now  deal  therewith,  and  it  should  also  be  empowered  to  take 
measures  for  the  suppression  of  insect  pests,  for  the  eradication  of  noxious 
vegetation,  for  the  prevention  of  bush  fires  and  for  dealing  with  storm  water  ; 
and,  generally,  it  should  be  the  local  authority  for  doing  all  such  things  in  the 
public  interest  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Rural  areas  as  the  Council  may 
from  time  to  time  deem  expedient  in  terms  of  the  Act  by  which  it  will  be 
constituted.  Further,  your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  powers 
and  duties  which  would  be  assigned  to  the  Rural  Council  should  obviate  all 
necessity  for  creating  Village  Management  Boards  within  the  Cape  Division. 
As  the  Rural  Council  would  have  general  control  of  local  matters  in  all  areas 
outside  of  Municipalities,  and,  a*  by  virtue  of  the  proposed  powers  it  should 
be  a  strong  authority  ensuring  uniformity  of  practice  where  that  is  desirable, 
no  other  form  of  local  government  will  be  necessary  in  any  locality  within 
the  Division  until  such  conditions  arise  therein  as  call  for  the  granting  of  a 
Municipal  constitution, 
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169.  Your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  Capo  Rural  Council 
should  be  entirely  an  elective  body,  and  that  the  qualification  of  members 
and  of  voters  should  be  the  same  as  the  qualifications  of  members  and  voters 
for  the  existing  Divisional  Council.  The  Rural  Council  should  elect  its  own 
Chairman. 

170.  Your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  number  of  members 
of  the  Rural  Council  should  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  elective  members  of 
the  existing  Divisional  Council,  namely,  fourteen.  They  would  suggest  that 
the  unified  Municipality  should  return  four  members,  who  should  be  chosen  by 
the  Council  of  the  Municipality.  Your  Commissioners  recommend  this 
indirect  method  of  choosing  the  representatives  of  the  unified  Municipality 
because  of  their  previous  recommendation  that  the  unified  Council  should 
yearly  contribute  a  lump  sum  to  the  revenue  of  the  Rural  Council.  As  far 
as  the  Municipalities  of  Kalk  Bay,  Simonstown,  and  Durbanville  are  con¬ 
cerned,  this  indirect  method  of  election  should  not  be  followed.  It  is 
advisable  that  those  Municipalities  should  not  contribute  in  the  form  of  a 
lump  sum  to  the  Rural  Council’s  revenue,  but  rather  that  a  rate  should  be 
levied,  as  is  more  fully  shown  in  paragraphs  175  and  176.  It  would  follow 
from  this  that  the  ratepayers  in  those  Municipalities  should  elect  their 
Rural  Council  members  direct.  But  with  further  reference  to  the  sub¬ 
division  of  the  Rural  areas  into  Districts  or  Wards  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
Rural  Councillors,  your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  this  should  here¬ 
after  be  done  by  Proclamation  by  the  Governor  after  due  local  enquiry,  such 
as  cannot  be  made  by  your  Commissioners. 

171.  The  Rural  Council  should  of  necessity  appoint  a  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  one  or  more  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Veterinary  Inspectors,  and  Road 
Inspectors.  In  addition  to  these  Officers,  the  Council  should  be  empowered 
to  appoint  such  other  Officers  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  deemed  expedient 
and  as  the  Minister  may  approve. 

172.  As  the  executive  authority  under  the  Public  Health  Amendment 
Act  23  of  1897,  the  Rural  Council  should  be  charged  with  the  duty  of 
making  and  enforcing  such  Regulations  as  are  contemplated  by  Section  7, 
as  well  as  Regulations  for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  Subsection  3  of  Section 
9  of  that  Act.  In  the  framing  of  such  regulations  the  Council  should  have 
regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  area  in  which  the  regulations  would  be 
operative ;  but  your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  duty  of  making 
and  enforcing  such  well-considered  regulations  as  that  Section  contemplates 
ought  to  be  laid  upon  the  Council,  and  that,  if  the  Council  is  in  default  in 
this  respect,  power  should  be  given  to  the  Governor  in  terms  of  Sections  7 
and  8  of  the  said  Act.  The  Rural  Council  should  also  be  empowered  to 
frame  regulations  for  the  remaining  purposes  set  forth  in  Section  9  of  the 
said  Act,  together  with  the  other  Sections  consequent  thereon.  It  should  also 
mutaiis  mutandis  have  all  the  rights  and  powers  at  present  exercised  by  the 
Divisional  Council  under  Acts  4  of  1883,  40  of  1889,  45  of  1892,  and 
23  of  1897. 

173.  As  the  executive  authority  for  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals) 
Act,  the  Rural  Council  should  be  empowered  from  time  to  time  to  make, 
alter,  revoke  and  enforce  regulations  for  the  isolation,  inoculation  and 
slaughter  or  for  otherwise  dealing  with  animals  found  to  be 
affected  with  contagious  diseases.  And  as  the  properly  constituted 
body  for  the  general  advancement  of  rural  interests,  the  Council  should 
be  further  empowered  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  expedient, 
and  as  the  Minister  may  approve,  for  preventing  the  introduction  and  for  the 
repression  of  insect  pests,  for  the  eradication  of  noxious  vegetation  and  for 
the  prevention  of  destructive  bush  fires. 
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174.  Your  Commissioners  find  that  there  is  a  considerable  body  of 
evidence  in  favour  of  having  a  vehicle  or  wheel  tax  within  the  Cape  Division, 
and  they  are  disposed  to  think  that  this  method  of  raising  revenue  should 
be  given  a  trial.  It  would  seem  that  vehicles  are  run  on  the  roads  by  many 
persons  who  cannot  be  reached  by  an  ordinary  Rate,  and  the  abolition  of  tolls 
has  made  matters  still  more  easy  for  such  persons.  Precedents  for  this  form 
of  taxation  are  to  be  found  within  the  Colony ;  but  only  in  Municipalities. 
In  the  Cape  Division  the  general  ratepayer  has  a  special  claim  to  considera¬ 
tion  owing  to  the  growing  use  of  the  roads  for  heavy  traffic.  In  the  opinion 
of  your  Commissioners  this  taxation  should  take  the  form  of  an  annual 
license  fee  for  each  vehicle,  the  fee  for  the  license  to  be  graded  according  to 
the  particular  kind  of  vehicle  to  be  licensed.  The  license  fees  should  be 
regulated  by  bye-laws  framed  by  the  Rural  Council  and  approved  by  the 
Governor,  this  fee  being  only  payable  in  respect  of  vehicles  owned  in  the 
District  of  the  Council.  Special  provisions  should  be  made  applicable  to  such 
vehicles  as  traction  engines  and  trailers  intended  both  for  town  and  rural 
traffic. 

175.  In  paragraphs  129  to  131  your  Commissioners  recommended  that, 
for  some  time  to  come,  two  thirds  of  the  expenditure  required  for  the 
construction  and  upkeep  of  the  main  and  divisional  roads  outside  of  the 
unified  Municipality  should  be  contributed  by  the  unified  Council,  provided 
such  contribution  should  not  exceed  £10,000  in  one  year.  The  remaining 
third  of  the  required  expenditure  would  then  be  raised  by  a  road  rate  on 
properties  outside  of  the  unified  Municipality.  But  for  the  purpose  of  the 
making  of  this  rate  within  the  Municipalities  of  Kalk  Bay,  Simonstown  and 
Durbanville,  the  ordinary  valuations  of  properties  made  for  those  Municipal¬ 
ities  should  be  accepted  by  the  Rural  Council. 

176.  Your  Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived 
when  the  Municipal  Councils  of  Kalk  Bay,  Simonstown  and  Durbanville  can 
with  advantage  take  over  the  upkeep  of  the  main  and  divisional  roads  passing 
through  their  areas.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  such  witnesses  as  are  in  favour 
of  such  taking  over  make  the  proviso  that  a  subsidy  should  be  payable  by 
the  Road  Authority  to  those  Municipalities  in  aid  of  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  these  roads  within  their  areas.  Your  Commissioners  believe 
that  this  proposal  would  prove  a  source  of  friction  between  the  Rural  Council 
and  the  Municipal  Councils,  which  it  is  better  to  avoid.  But  while  of  this 
opinion,  your  Commissioners  would  recommend  that,  the  Rural  Council  and  the 
Municipal  Councils  of  Kalk  Bay,  Simonstown  and  Durbanville  should  be 
empowered  to  enter  into  agreements  by  which  any  of  those  Municipal 
Councils  could  undertake  the  maintenance  and  control  of  any  portion  of  any 
main  or  divisional  road  within  their  limits,  receiving  from  the  Rural  Council 
an  adequate  contribution  in  that  behalf. 

177.  Your  Commissioners  recommend  that  the  accounts  of  the  Rural 
Council  should  be  kept  so  as  to  show  the  Council’s  expenditure  on  the 
construction  and  upkeep  of  main  and  divisional  roads  separated  from  its 
expenditure  as  the  executive  authority  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  or  in 
pursuance  of  the  other  powers  entrusted  to  it.  “Expenditure  on  Roads” 
naturally  would  include  the  salaries  of  road  inspectors  and  a  reasonable 
proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  Rural  Council’s  establishment.  Expenditure 
incurred  by  the  Rural  Council  in  the  administration  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  or  in  connection  with  its  other  powers  as  a  local  authority  would  have  to 
be  met  by  a  Sanitary  Rate  or  by  such  other  rate  as  may  be  provided  for  in  the 
Act  uuder  which  the  Rural  Council  will  be  constituted.  Such  rate  naturally 
ought  to  be  levied  only  on  property  in  the  Rural  area  outside  the  limits  of 
any  Municipality. 
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ITS.  Your  Commissioners  recommend  that,  in  the  matter  of  allowances 
for  attending  Meetings  and  for  performing  any  other  duties,  the  members  of 
the  Rural  Council  should  be  placed  on  practically  the  same  footing  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Divisional  Council  in  terms  of  Act  4  0  of  1889. 

SUMMARY  OF  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

179.  Your  Commissioners  beg  now  to  submit  the  following  summary  of 
recommendations  in  Part  I  and  Part  II  of  their  Report  as  follows : — 

Part  I. 

1.  That  an  increased  supply  of  water  should  be  obtained  for  the  use  of 

all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cape  Peninsula. 

2.  That  for  the  Municipalities  of  Cape  Town,  Sea  Point,  Woodstock, 

Maitland,  Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  Claremont  and  Wynberg,  and 
also  for  the  inhabitants  of  Camps  Bay,  such  increased  supply  of 
water  should  be  equal  to  at  least  ten  million  gallons  per  day,  with 
capabilities  for  prospective  increase  thereof. 

3.  That  the  Ivalk  Bay  storage  facilities  should  forthwith  be  increased 

so  as  to  provide  for  ten  thousand  gallons  per  day  to  Simonstown, 
with  capabilities  for  prospective  increase  thereof. 

4.  That  the  supply  referred  to  in  Recommendation  2  should  be  drawn 

from  a  catchment  area  of  the  head  waters  of  one  or  other  of  the 
following  rivers : — the  Palmiet  River,  the  Berg  River  or  the  Steen- 
bras  River ;  which  catchment  area  should  not  be  distant  more  than 
about  fifty  miles  from  Cape  Town. 

5.  That  storage  capacity  of  about  two  thousand  million  gallons  should 

be  provided  in  connection  with  such  catchment  area,  and  that  the 
daily  supply  referred  to  in  Recommendation  2  should  be  delivered 
by  pipes  into  such  service  reservoirs  within  the  limits  of  supply  as 
may  be  determined  after  due  enquiry. 

6.  That  the  local  Authority  should  be  empowered  to  raise  one  and  a 

half  million  pounds  sterling  or  such  sum  as  may  be  estimated  as 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  providing  such  water  supply. 

7.  That  for  the  purpose  of  collecting,  storing,  and  bringing  in  such 

water  supply  and  for  draining  and  sewering  the  Southern  suburbs  and 
generally  for  doing  all  such  things  as  Municipalities  may  do,  the 
eight  Municipalities  of  Cape  Town,  Sea  Point,  Woodstock,  Maitland, 
Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  Claremont  and  Wynberg,  should  be  unified 
into  one  Municipality  empowered  by  law  as  required. 

8.  That  those  eight  Municipalities,  when  unified,  should  become  Rating 

Districts  of  the  one  Municipality. 

9.  That  those  eight  Rating  Districts  should  be  sub-divided  into  nine¬ 

teen  Wards  for  the  election  of  Councillors  and  for  other  purposes. 

10.  That  the  Council  of  the  Unified  Municipality  should  consist  of  sixty 
members,  allocated  to  the  Wards  as  recommended  in  the  Report 
(vide  Paragraph  106). 

11.  That  each  Rating  District  should  have  its  District  Committee. 

12.  That  the  Council  of  the  Unified  Municipality  should  cause  a  survey 
to  be  made  of  the  whole  area  from  Wynberg  to  Salt  River  estuary 
with  a  view  as  far  as  possible  to  discharging  the  drainage  and 
sewage  of  that  whole  area  into  Table  Bay. 

13.  That  the  sewage  of  that  area  should  be  suitably  treated  in  sewage 
works  at  sites  to  be  determined  by  the  Council  after  due  enquiry, 
the  effluents  only  to  be  discharged  into  Table  Bay,  or  elsewhere. 

14.  That  the  Council  of  the  Unified  Municipality  should  be  empowered 
to  raise,  with  the  approval  of  the  Government  after  due  enquiry, 
such  sums  as  may  be  required  for  the  cost  of  such  drainage  and 
sewerage,  and  sewage  works. 
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15.  That  the  Council  of  the  Unified  Municipality  should  be  empowered 
to  supply  Public  and  Private  Lighting  by  electricity  and  by  gas 
within  the  Municipality. 

16.  That  the  construction  and  control  of  all  roads  and  streets  within  the 
Unified  Municipality  should  be  vested  in  the  Council  thereof. 

17.  That  it  should  be  made  obligatory  upon  the  said  Council  to 
provide  a  sum  equal  to  two-thirds  of  the  cost  of  upkeep  of  main 
and  divisional  roads  within  the  Cape  Division  and  outside  of  the 
Unified  Municipality,  provided  such  two- thirds  shall  not  exceed 
£10,000  per  year. 

18.  That  the  Council  should  control  the  distribution  of  water  through¬ 
out  the  Municipality,  and,  as  soon  as  the  new  supply  is  available, 
should  make  a  uniform  charge  (or  rate)  therefor. 

19.  That  nevertheless,  until  the  new  supply  be  provided,  each  water- 
supply  system  should  be  administered  by  the  Council  in  the 
interests  of  the  consumers  within  the  present  area  of  supply  of  such 
system. 

20.  That  when  the  new  supply  is  available,  all  supplies,  new  and  old, 
should  be  “  pooled,”  the  actual  cost  of  each  system  being  taken 
over  by  and  becoming  a  liability  of  the  Unified  Municipality 
( Vide  paragraph  112). 

21.  That  Camps  Bay  should  be  included  in  the  Unified  Municipality  as 
a  Bating  District  of  one  Ward. 

22.  That  Rondebosch  Church  Lands  should  be  vested  in  the  Municipality 
on  terms  to  be  settled  by  arbitration.  (  Vide  paragraph  136). 

23.  That  the  assets  and  liabilities,  excluding  water  (  Vide  Recommenda¬ 
tion  19)  of  the  eight  Metropolitan  Municipalities  should  become 
the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Unified  Municipality. 

24.  That  the  Council  should  be  empowered  to  levy  general  rates 
throughout  the  Municipality  as  well  as  par  icular  rates  for  any 
rating  District  as  required  (  Vide  paragraph  141). 

25.  That  the  Dock  area  should  be  sewered  as  soon  as  possible. 

26.  That  a  final  audit  of  the  accounts  of  the  proposed  Unified  Municipality 
should  be  entrusted  to  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General. 

27.  And  further,  the  recommendations  with  regard  to  Valuations  as 
fully  set  forth  on  pages  63-65  of  the  Report. 


Part  II. 

1.  That  the  Cape  Divisional  Council  should  cease  to  exist. 

2.  That  a  Rural  Cuuncil  should  be  created,  having  jurisdiction  as  a 

Road  authority  within  the  Cape  Division  and  outside  the  limits  of 
the  Unified  Municipality  and  being  the  local  authority  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  as  well  as  an  authority  to  deal  with 
contagious  diseases  of  animals,  insect  pests,  noxious  vegetation  and 
vermin,  &c.,  and  to  take  measures  for  the  prevention  of  bush  fires 
in  the  said  Division  outside  the  limits  of  all  Municipalities. 

3.  That  within  the  area  controlled  by  the  Rural  Council,  no  Village 

Management  Board  should  hereafter  be  proclaimed  ;  but  that 
populous  localities  within  such  area  should  remain  under  the  control 
of  the  Rural  Council  until  Municipal  institutions  are  granted. 

4.  That  the  Rural  Council  should  consist  of  fourteen  members,  ten  to 

be  chosen  by  voters  in  Rural  Council  Districts,  aud  four  to  be 
selected  by  the  Council  of  the  Unified  Municipality  ;  the  Council 
to  elect  its  own  Chairman. 

6.  That  the  qualification  of  members  and  voters  be  the  same  as  those  of 
members  and  voters  for  the  present  Divisional  Council. 

[G.  21—1902.]  l 
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6.  That  the  Rural  Council  should  appoint  of  necessity  one  or  more 

Medical  Officers  of  Health,  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Yeterinary 
Inspectors,  and  Road  Inspectors,  and  should  be  empowered  to 
appoint  such  other  Officers  as  may  be  necessary. 

7.  That  as  the  executive  authority  for  the  Public  Health  Acts,  the  Con¬ 

tagious  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  for  preventing  insect  pests, 
eradicating  noxious  vegetation  and  vermin,  for  preventing  bush 
fires  and  for  general  purposes,  the  Rural  Council  should  be 
empowered  by  the  creating  Act  to  frame  and  enforce  the 
necessary  regulations. 

8.  That  as  Road  Authority,  the  Rural  Council  should  be  empowered 

to  frame  regulations  for  levying  a  vehicle  or  wheel  tax. 

9.  That  as  Road  Authority,  the  Rural  Council  should  be  empowered 

to  levy  a  rate  on  all  property  in  the  Cape  Division,  outside 
of  the  Unified  Municipality. 

10.  That  the  Rural  Council  should  accept  the  valuations  of  property 
inside  the  other  Municipalities  in  the  Cape  Division  made  for  the 
Municipal  Councils  thereof  and  should  be  empowered  to  enter  into 
agreements  with  those  Municipal  Councils,  as  to  the  control  of 
sections  of  roads  within  their  respective  limits. 

11.  That  all  expenditure,  other  than  that  on  roads,  including  the 
reasonable  share  of  the  cost  of  establishment  which  would  be 
chargeable  to  roads,  should  be  raised  by  rates  on  extra-Municipal 
property  exclusively. 

12.  That  allowances  to  members  should  be  similar  to  those  now  made 
to  members  of  the  present  Divisional  Council. 

180.  In  conclusion,  your  Commissioners  accompany  this  Report  and  its 
Annexures,  with  the  Minutes  of  Proceedings,  the  Minutes  of  Evidence,  and 
various  other  documents  relating  to  its  extended  enquiry  ;  all  of  which  are 
now  submitted  for  your  Excellency’s  consideration. 

And  we  respectfully  subscribe  ourselves, 

Your  Excellency’s  obedient  Servants, 

WM.  BISSET  BERRY,  Chairman. 

JAMES  LAWRENCE. 

T.  N.  DYER,  J.P. 

THOMAS  STEWART. 

WALTER  E.  GURNEY. 

ALFRED  JASPER  ANDERSON. 

J.  E.  REENEN  DE  VILLIERS. 

Dr.  GREGORY  dissents  from  this  Report,  and  is  preparing  a  Minority 
Report,  which  will  be  duly  forwarded. 

MARK  GARRETT, 

Secretary. 

Office  of  the 

Cape  Peninsula  Commission, 

28th  January,  1903. 
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APPENDIX  A. 


ABSTRACTS 


OF 

Municipal  Ordinary  Receipts  and  Payments 

FOR  THE 

Five  Years  ended  the  31st  December,  1901. 


Green  and  Sea  Point  Municipality 
Cape  Town  Municipality  ... 

Woodstock  ,, 

The  Village  Management  Board  of  Maitland 
Mowbray  Municipality 

Bondebosch  ,,  (as  originally  rendered) 

„  „  (as  subsequently  amended)  ... 

Claremont  „ 

Wynberg  „ 

Kalk  Bay  „ 

Simon’s  Town  ,, 

Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape 

Summary — Cape  Peninsula  Municipalities,  the  Divi¬ 
sional  Council,  and  the  Suburban  Municipal 
Waterworks 

Summary — Cape  Peninsula  Municipalities  (exclusive 
Water  Supply  and  Electric  Lighting) 


A  (1) 
A  (2) 
A  (3) 
A  (4) 
A  (5) 
A  (6) 
A  (7) 
A  (S) 
A  (9) 
A  (10) 
A  (11) 
A  (12) 


A  (13 
A  (14) 
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Green  Point  and  Sea  Point  Municipality, 


A 


Abstract  of  Ordinary  Receipts  and  Payments  for 


Receipts. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

Ordinary. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Opening  Balance 

2,354 

1 

3 

1,225 

10 

2 

821 

8 

3 

822 

9 

9 

• 

Rates  .  . 

4.220 

3 

6 

11,052 

7 

5 

8,999 

0 

3 

9,270 

18 

6 

13,346 

12 

4 

46,889 

2 

0 

Dog  Tax  .  . 

139 

10 

0 

106 

0 

0 

139 

10 

0 

143 

5 

0 

136 

10 

0 

664 

15 

0 

Beacli  Account  .  . 

41 

14 

6 

62 

4 

0 

59 

17 

0 

5 

13 

0 

7 

16 

0 

177 

4 

6 ;■ 

j  udicial  Fines 

26 

13 

6 

02 

6 

0 

60 

2 

0 

80 

11 

0 

no 

10 

0 

340 

2 

6  f 

Pound  Sales 

1 

14 

9 

29 

17 

7 

26 

0 

7 

30 

11 

0 

16 

9 

10 

104 

19 

6 

Sanitary  .  . 

203 

10 

6 

401 

14 

0 

31 1 

15 

3 

223 

13 

9 

74 

0 

0 

1,214 

13 

6 

llall  Revenue 

47 

14 

0 

129 

15 

0 

103 

6 

0 

106 

0 

0 

113 

4 

6 

499 

18 

6 

Sale  of  Voters’  Roll 

,  , 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 1 

6 

1 

0 

0 

4 

13 

6 

Sale  of  Building  Regulations 

2 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

Sale  of  Stable  Manure 

,  , 

0 

12 

0 

0 

12 

0 

Contribution  from  Government — 

Plague 

,  , 

903 

1 

10 

903 

1 

10 

Refund  from  Government  (Trees)  .  . 

244 

1 5 

l 

60 

1 

4 

,  , 

305 

2 

11 

Contribution  ftom  Cape  Divisional 

Council 

500 

0 

0 

500 

0 

c 

500 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 

Tramwav  Mileage 

132 

8 

4 

233 

6 

8 

233 

6 

8 

233 

6 

8 

233 

6 

8 

1,065 

15 

0 

Contributions  for  Lamps  .  . 

12 

5 

0 

10 

10 

0 

22 

15 

0 

Contributions  to  Footways  and 

Asphalting  .  . 

17 

7 

1  1 

40 

0 

0 

.  . 

57 

7 

11 

Contribution  to  Trafalgar  Square  .  . 

23 

18 

4 

23 

18 

45 

Drainage  Account  :  Half  -  year’s 

Interest 

. , 

821 

5 

0 

.  . 

821 

5 

0 

Contribution  from  Government — 

Royal  Visit.  . 

681 

12 

4 

681 

12 

4 1 

Expenditure  repaid  by  Loan  Account 

.  . 

2,436 

4 

2 

2,436 

4 

2 

Refund,  Drainage 

13 

4 

0 

13 

4 

0 

Do.,  "Waterworks 

65 

2 

6 

.  . 

65 

2 

6  \ 

Horses  sold 

11 

19 

0 

21 

14 

0 

33 

13 

0 

"Water  (old  account) 

4 

10 

0 

4 

10 

0 

Lighting 

10 

10 

0 

10 

10 

0 

C3  cle  Path  Subscriptions  .  . 

64 

19 

0 

4 

4 

0 

69 

3 

0 

Bridge,  "Wesleyan  Church.  . 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Contributions  for  Improvements, 

Kloof  Rd.  .  . 

750 

0 

0 

750 

0 

0 

Do.,  Pine  Road.  . 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

Do.,  Gorleston  Road 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

Main  Drainage — Pipes,  &c. 

35 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

High  Level  Road 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Stormwater  Drains 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Ladit-s’  Jubilee  Committee 

133 

14 

0 

16 

1 

4 

149 

15 

4 

Soldiers’  Comfort  Fund  .  . 

45 

16 

6 

45 

16 

6  ' 

Ground  Rent 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Miscellaneous 

69 

18 

2 

10 

9 

8 

44 

12 

n 

33 

7 

5 

158 

8 

2 

Total  Ordinary  Receipts 

5,723 

17 

3 

12,813 

17 

4 

11,438 

6 

9 

13,401 

18 

Q 

f.) 

16,206 

7 

5 

59,584 

7 

0 

Temporary  Loan 

4,000 

0 

0 

4,000 

0 

0 

Temporary  Loan  from  Drainage 

3,537 

11 

10 

.  , 

3,537 

11 

10 

Drainage  Suspense 

" 

*  * 

363 

16 

0 

363 

16 

0  1 

Total  of  all  Receipts 

9,723 

17 

3 

16,351 

9 

2 

11,438 

6 

9 

13,765 

14 

3 

16,206 

7 

5 

67,485 

14 

10 

Closing  Overdrawn  Balance  . . 

3,916 

8 

1 

3,916 

8 

1 

Grand  Totals  . ,  £ 

9,723 

17 

3 

18,705 

10 

5 

12,663 

16 

11 

14,587 

2 

6 

20,945 

5 

3 

71,402 

C\ 

11 

3 


i|  (1)  APPENDIX  A. 

i  the  Five  Years  ended  the  31st  December,  1901. 


Payments. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

Ordinary. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d 

tpening  Overdrawn  Balance 

397 

3 

8 

397 

3 

8 

alaries 

-123 

< 

10 

735 

11 

8 

895 

3 

4 

1,351 

10 

11 

1,944 

12 

0 

5,350 

5 

9 

Wages 

1,704 

19 

3 

808 

11 

0 

2,513 

10 

O 

O 

lealth  Officer 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

69 

16 

4 

I  19 

16 

4 

'lerical  Assistance 

17 

1 

6 

85 

10 

0 

99 

10 

0 

202 

1 

6 

’ensions 

150 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

75 

0 

0 

525 

0 

C 

interest 

3/8 

9 

6 

1,472 

18 

4 

2,420 

4 

6 

2,657 

7 

8 

3,273 

8 

6 

10,202 

8 

6 

•ffice  Expenses  .  . 

71 

6 

0 

38 

7 

11 

32 

1 5 

4 

57 

8 

9 

199 

18 

0 

'ram  Tickets 

1 

6 

9 

45 

6 

9 

54 

13 

0 

36 

7 

9 

143 

14 

8 

idvertising 

105 

5 

0 

93 

6 

2 

48 

8 

6 

67 

2 

8 

137 

14 

6 

451 

16 

10 

tationery  and  Printing  .  . 

35 

10 

7 

85 

14 

3 

56 

4 

9 

116 

1 5 

i 

190 

8 

1 

484 

13 

3 

>egal  Charges  .  . 

49 

9 

3 

127 

5 

5 

6 

15 

1 

103 

ii 

3 

95 

14 

5 

382 

15 

5 

lollecting  Expenses 

36 

11 

8 

29 

5 

0 

35 

1 

3 

24 

0 

4 

24 

2 

0 

149 

0 

3 

iuditors’  Fees  . . 

27 

7 

0 

15 

10 

0 

35 

0 

0 

77 

17 

0 

aluation  Exnenses 

1  12 

0 

0 

146 

18 

3 

29 

3 

4 

288 

1 

1 

llection  Expenses 

,  . 

26 

1 1 

O 

o 

11 

7 

3 

37 

18 

6 

’olice  .  . 

296 

3 

1 

955 

2 

1 

670 

3 

1 

932 

4 

1 

1 ,535 

15 

1 

4,389 

7 

5 

lighting 

557 

6 

3 

595 

12 

10 

649 

16 

8 

682 

6 

9 

713 

17 

4 

3,198 

19 

10 

cavenging 

20! 

7 

11 

35.3 

14 

8 

1,949 

0 

6 

4,071 

3 

11 

6,575 

7 

0 

aDitary 

322 

1  1 

8 

627 

10 

5 

658 

1 

4 

380 

17 

1 

1,989 

0 

6 

!  Tail  Expenses  .  . 

46 

16 

2 

709 

19 

0 

93 

11 

0 

169 

10 

2 

173 

18 

9 

1,192 

15 

1 

roters’  Poll 

26 

0 

0 

18 

2 

11 

44 

2 

11 

i  leach  Account  .  . 

120 

6 

9 

13/ 

17 

9 

32 

1 

0 

32 

15 

10 

323 

1 

4 

’ound  Refunds  .  . 

5 

10 

0 

2 

1  1 

6 

9 

15 

4 

8 

4 

8 

2 

10 

6 

28 

12 

0 

l  treet  Watering. . 

7 

16 

9 

47 

1 

0 

55 

9 

8 

1 05 

4 

10 

289 

2 

9 

504 

15 

0 

'lushing,  and  Water  for  do. 

4 

10 

0 

300 

2 

9 

317 

4 

9 

621 

17 

6 

tefuse  Tip 

262 

1 5 

10 

262 

15 

10 

table  Expenses.  . 

36 

0 

0 

239 

0 

6 

309 

15 

1 

259 

8 

1 

323 

3 

4 

1,167 

7 

0 

table  Buildings 

246 

15 

9 

197 

5 

1 

174 

7 

1 

618 

7 

1 1 

’orage.  . 

381 

1 

0 

270 

5 

1 

381 

8 

2 

1.032 

14 

3 

’lant  .  . 

64 

0 

0 

217 

0 

0 

1,014 

4 

0 

583 

19 

8 

911 

5 

l 

2,790 

8 

9 

toad  Maintenance  and  Improvements 

895 

17 

1 

563 

0 

3 

996 

14 

5 

1,354 

19 

6 

2,022 

ii 

3 

5,833 

2 

6 

lain  Road  Reoairs 

737 

16 

5 

718 

10 

5 

161 

2 

5 

1,617 

9 

3 

‘ootways 

419 

1 

10 

124 

17 

l 

631 

5 

7 

457 

2 

10 

1,632 

7 

4 

Waterworks 

25 

17 

6 

1,312 

1 

2 

568 

4 

9 

244 

0 

2 

68 

6 

2 

2,218 

9 

9 

ycle  Path 

41 

0 

5 

24 

2 

2 

65 

2 

rafalgar  Square 

23 

18 

4 

23 

18 

4 

’urchaseof  Oround,  High  Level  Road 

86 

2 

6 

86 

2 

6 

.  J.  Milne — Ground  for  Road 

225 

0 

0 

225 

0 

0 

ridge,  Wesleyan  Church 

5 

0 

0 

, 

5 

0 

0 

epairs  to  Pumps 

10 

6 

0 

, 

10 

6 

0 

tor m  water  Drains 

218 

4 

10 

218 

4 

10 

undry  Permanent  Worts  and  Repairs 

217 

4 

1 

76 

1 

9 

298 

9 

11 

591 

15 

9 

Laterial  (Macadam,  &e.)  .  . 

264 

1 

6 

29 

19 

5 

29 

0 

0 

19 

to 

0 

324 

12 

0 

667 

2 

11 

linking  Fountains  . .  .  . 

9 

18 

0 

60 

14 

2 

70 

12 

2 

rees  .  . 

50 

0 

0 

70 

14 

8 

46 

6 

5 

39 

19 

10 

65 

10 

0 

272 

10 

1  1 

ontribution  to  Fire  Brigade 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

66 

0 

0 

166 

0 

0 

lown  Guard 

10  i 

14 

2 

104 

14 

2 

lague  Ac  ount  . . 

1,169 

14 

8 

1, 169 

1 4 

oval  Visit 

846 

3 

7 

846 

3 

7 

ildiers’  Comfort  Fund  .  . 

32 

4 

5 

32 

4 

5 

adies’  Jubilee  Committee 

1 55 

7 

4 

155 

7 

* 

reen  Point  Park 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

lisinfectants 

180 

11 

5 

180 

11 

5 

jrchase  of  Water  Rights 

17 

10 

10 

17 

10 

10 

i  iscellaneous 

357 

15 

8 

97 

5 

1  1 

51 

8 

4 

173 

1  2 

10 

113 

2 

5 

793 

5 

l 

Total  Ordinary  Payments 

6,972 

12 

4 

lo,442 

8 

5 

11,416 

14 

10 

13,668 

i  5 

7 

20,470 

15 

0 

62,971 

6 

2 

*  >an  Repaid 

4,000 

0 

0 

4,000 

0 

0 

mipoi  ary  Loan  from  Drainage  repaid 

# 

3,037 

11 

10 

425 

13 

10 

74 

6 

2 

3,537 

11 

10 

rainage  Suspense 

\ 

253 

16 

9 

253 

16 

9 

xpenditure  chargeable  to  Loan 

1 

Account 

• 

• 

• 

• 

21 

11 

0 

220 

13 

6 

242 

4 

6 

Zntal  of  all  Payments 

6,972 

12 

4 

17,480 

0 

3 

11,842 

8 

8 

13,764 

12 

9 

20,945 

5 

3 

71,004 

19 

3 

Jl>sing  Balance  ,, 

L 

2,354 

1 

3 

1,225 

10 

2 

821 

8 

3 

822 

9 

9 

Grand  Totals  .  ,  £ 

: - L 

9,723 

17 

3 

.8,705 

10 

5  ' 

12,663 

16 

11 

14,587 

2 

6 

20,945 

5 

3 

71,402 

2 

1 1 

4 


Cape  Town  Municipality. 


A 


Abstract  of  Ordinary  Receipts  and  Payments  for  the 


Keceitj  S. 


1897. 


£  s.  d. 


1898 


1899. 


£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 


1900. 


1901. 


Totals. 


£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 


£  s.  d. 


General  Work*. 

Public  Gardens  and  Tree  Plant¬ 
ing  .  . 

Fire  Brigade 

Premiums  and  Rents  of  City 
Lands 

Rents  of  Buildiugs 

Other  Rents 

Wayleaves  and  Privileges 

Markets 

Licences 

Quarries 

Fines,  Band  in  Avenue.  In¬ 
terest,  &c. 

General  and  Additional  Pro¬ 
perty  Rates 

Harbour  Board  Contribution  in 
lieu  of  Rates 

Divisional  Council 

Part  repayment  by  Watei  Works 
of  amount  spent  out  of  General 
Revenue 


1,478 

17 

0 

487  0 

2 

983 

0 

0 

1,016 

IS 

5 

1,727  5 

2 

1,211 

6 

6 

•  1 3 

•> 

8 

865  15 

11 

784 

5 

3 

243 

10 

0 

558  10 

0 

653 

10 

0 

41 S 

4 

4 

1,238  18 

6 

1,475 

3 

11 

648 

0 

~ 

454  19 

4 

520 

5 

9 

3,953 

6 

8 

4,480  7 

1 

4,781 

18 

3 

1.727 

10 

10 

1,762  6 

0 

1,719 

15 

0 

911 

0 

6 

1,752  2 

11 

11,338 

10 

9 

2,543 

o 

7 

2,962  16 

3 

3,868 

2 

10 

3,616 

14 

6 

93,528  17 

9 

110,807 

18 

o 

2,500 

0 

0 

2,500  0 

0 

2,500 

0 

0 

3,269 

7 

9 

2,789  9 

7 

3,364 

4 

6 

1,193 

12 

3 

409 

14 

4,552 

3 

l 

1,245 

4 

8 

1,039 

8 

11 

6,240 

3 

,s 

765 

4 

6 

721 

5 

i 

3,909 

13 

11 

594 

0 

0 

1 ,083 

12 

6 

3,133 

2 

6 

1,841 

11 

6 

1,995 

13 

4 

6,969 

11 

t 

480 

19 

1 1 

679 

18 

0 

2,784 

3 

7 

7,119 

10 

1 

7,517 

7 

10 

27,852 

9 

11 

2,006 

6 

0 

1,920 

j 

6 

9,136 

5 

4 

12,603 

1 

2 

720 

18 

3 

27,325 

13 

7 

6,75 1 

9 

0 

10,702 

16 

0 

26,828 

i 

8 

117,983 

19 

5 

135,795 

r 

10 

541,732 

17 

6 

2,500 

0 

0 

2,500 

0 

0 

12,500 

0 

0 

2,373 

5 

8 

2,299 

14 

0 

14,096 

1 

6 

20,000 

0 

0 

■ 

20,000 

0 

0 

Carry  forward  103,099  16  10  II  Id,  108  8  8  111,008  0  9 


157,158  1  2  187,386  3  11  707,060  11  I 


5 


.1 

(2).  APPENDIX  A. 

Five  Years  ended  the  31stiDecember,!l901. 


Payments. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

, lauce  overdrawn  1st  Jan.  .. 

17,691 

4 

0 

12,418 

0 

3 

4,648 

12 

8 

2,977 

11 

2 

8,230 

13 

6 

17,691 

4 

0 

General  Works. 

]  tablishmeut 

1  blit;  Works  and  Improve- 

7,. '581 

6 

•  ) 

5,093 

li 

11 

6,292 

17 

7 

8,111 

16 

10 

7,663 

14 

2 

34,543 

6 

ments 

9,937 

9 

( 

6.596 

12 

6 

15,953 

“ 

8 

16,850 

11 

10 

9,932 

17 

8 

59,270 

18 

10 

Birkets 

I  blic  Gardens  and  Tree  Plant- 

1,739 

19 

l 

1.847 

7 

1 

2,481 

4 

10 

4,516 

18 

4 

4,362 

2 

6 

14,947 

12 

4 

iug  . . 

2.958 

12 

1 

3,319 

() 

7 

4,940 

1 

8 

3,808 

7 

4 

4,625 

s 

() 

19.681 

9 

9 

t 

eet  and  Depot  Staff 

1,197 

0 

~ 

1,417 

10 

9 

2,614 

11 

4 

Biintenance  of  Roads,  Foot- 

ways,  Kerbs  and  Gutters 

14,285 

6 

6 

14  824 

2 

ii 

2 1 ,887 

8 

5 

30,491 

10 

1 

28,226 

0 

*7 

109,664 

8 

6 

t  Larries 

6,246 

6 

5 

8.716 

12 

O 

10,046 

16 

i 

16,029 

11 

4 

2,203 

16 

8 

43  243 

2 

10 

( 

ansing  and  Watering  Streets 

and  Removal  of  House  Refuse 

17,438 

3 

6 

18,331 

18 

*7 

18,048 

6 

6 

22,661 

16 

11 

32,045 

*■ 

8 

1 08,525 

13 

') 

Mt  Water  System 

lurking1  Expenses  —  Drainage 

1,180 

•> 

6 

1,788 

19 

5 

2,188 

9 

11 

2,797 

5 

8 

1,671 

6 

0 

9,626 

3 

6 

Works 

914 

8 

11 

3,131 

13 

3 

2,598 

19 

1 

1 .004 

8 

3,626 

6 

7 

11,275 

ii 

8 

Eiblcs 

458 

17 

11 

2,601 

2 

5 

3.060 

0 

4 

eet  Lighting 

4.478 

0 

6 

4,615 

3 

6 

7,096 

10 

5 

5,192 

15 

4 

5,004 

18 

»> 

26,387 

7 

11 

A  >rk  shops 

84  8 

18 

5 

2,750 

7 

9 

3,094 

6 

2 

Iblie  Health — Staff 

1  blic  Health  -Works  and  Ini- 

1,926 

10 

1 

2,137 

14 

9 

2,223 

5 

3 

2,495 

10 

8,778 

0 

4 

12,561 

0 

7 

provements 

7,631 

11 

7 

9,593 

3 

1 

7,445 

2 

i 

7,184 

18 

5 

8,080 

16 

5 

39,935 

12 

i 

1  spitals  and  Expenses  in  eon- 

nection  with  Outbreak  of 

- 

Disease 

203 

6 

8 

228 

2 

2,796 

19 

9 

3,600 

1 

i 

1,215 

12 

8,044 

1 

10 

Eft'  for  Regulations  of  Build- 

ina:s  . . 

1,296 

11 

10 

1 ,486 

19 

1 1 

2,783 

11 

9 

latribution  to  City  Police 

5,090 

i 

6 

4,922 

12 

6 

4,922 

12 

6 

5,090 

1 

6 

20,026 

0 

0 

I  e  Brigade 

Citributions  to  Public  Institu- 

3, 536 

*) 

10 

3,949 

16 

1 

3,826 

5 

2 

5,934 

4 

4 

6,997 

9 

9 

24,243 

18 

2 

tions  . . 

450 

0 

0 

700 

0 

0 

700 

0 

0 

700 

0 

0 

700 

0 

0 

3,250 

0 

0 

El  tenses  in  connection  with 

Public  Hospitality,  Public 
Functions,  Demonstrations,  &c 

397 

9 

11 

500 

0 

0 

857 

2 

6 

1,486 

12 

10 

4,936 

17 

11 

8,178 

3 

E 

ction,  Valuation  and  Audit- 

C 

ting  Expenses 

npeusation  Claims,  Adver- 

493 

l 

11 

810 

6 

5 

1,988 

13 

5 

960 

8 

1 

2,196 

18 

3 

6,449 

14 

1 

* 

tisiug  and  Insurance 
owances  to  Men  on  Active 

231 

- 

8 

509 

10 

7 

771 

') 

i 

725 

1 

3 

701 

11 

3 

2,938 

7 

10 

Service 

227 

3 

6 

1,313 

16 

9 

482 

1 

5 

2,023 

1 

8 

li 

v  and  Parliamentary  Charges 
nenses  in  connection  with 

53 

13 

4 

541 

0 

n 

361 

1 

8 

521 

15 

6 

379 

9 

6 

1 ,857 

(1 

11 

Stores 

lkers’  Commission  and  Ex- 

221 

19 

4 

315 

11 

5 

540 

9 

9 

1,078 

0 

6 

penses 

305 

19 

4 

186 

») 

n 

157 

14 

9 

89 

8 

2 

87 

14 

*> 

806 

19 

4 

collaueous  Expenses 

2,527 

14 

9 

1,494 

17 

6 

1,489 

10 

9 

1,024 

6 

9 

1,129 

9 

5 

7,665 

19 

lerannuation  Allowances 
ntribution  to  Citizens’  Recep- 

139 

0 

0 

136 

0 

6 

102 

0 

0 

377 

0 

(j 

tion  Committee 

1,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

Carry  forward 

89,407 

') 

5 

93,868 

8 

11 

119,612 

1 

4 

146,339 

8 

4 

139,926 

9 

589,153 

10 

8 

6 


A 


Cape  Town  Municipality. — continued. 


Beokipts. 


1897. 


' ienerui  II  i  rks  ( Continu'd ). 

Brought  forward 


£  s.  d. 


103.099  18  Id 


1898. 


1899. 


1900. 


1901. 


£  s.  d. 
115.108  8  8 


Total  Beceipts  General  Works  100  099  10  10 


1  AO.  10S  S  S 


Electric  Lighting  IPorA-.s. 


Supply  of  Current  for  Public') 
Lighting  and  other  Corpora¬ 
tion  purposes 

Supply  of  Current  to  Private 
Consumers  .  . 

Making  Private  Connections  . 
Various  Sources 
Meters  (Sale  Produce) 

Bent  of  Meters  (Day  Load)  . 


12,238  0  11  10,412  4  1 


Total  Keceipts  Electric  Light¬ 
ing  Works 


l  12,238  0  11 


Water  Works. 

Charges  in  respect  of  Water 


Supply,  Cape  Town  . .  I 

Charges  in  respect  of  Water  t 
Supply,  Sea  Point 
Laying  Private  Branch  Pipes 
Cape  Town  . .  ■  •  ( 

Laying  Private  Branch  Pipes,  i 
Sea  Point  . .  •  / 

Bent  of  Meters 
Inspection  of  Hydrants 
Wash-houses  .  .  . 

Various  Sources 
Water  supplied  for  Corporation 
Services  and  for  T‘:  cs 


23,428  15 


1,156  8  0 


242  2  0 

3,620  16  0 


333  13  9 


Total  Receipts,  Water  Works  . .  28,781  15  4 

12,418  0  3 


Balance  overdrawn,  31st 
December 


Summary. 


Beceipts— General  Works 

,,  Electric  Lighting 

Works 

,,  Water  Works 

Balance  overdrawn, 31st  Decem¬ 
ber 


103,099  16  10 


12,238  6  11 
28,781  15  4 


12,418  0  3 


Grand  Totals  ..  £  156,537  19  4 


16,412  4  1 


£  s.  d. 


144.008  0  9  157.458  4  2 


144.008  0  9 


157,458  4  2 


£  s.  d. 


187,386  3  11 


187.386  3  11 


Totals. 


£  s.  d. 
707,060  14  4 


707,060  14  4 


5,181  0  8 


15,141  16  8 


604  17 
334  7 
775  19 


22,038  1  3 


26,137  10  6  27,001  0  1 


1,642  17  0 


200  8  6 
195  18  4 


296  18  8 


28,473  13  0 


4,648  12  8 


115,108  8  8 


16112  4  1 

28,473  13  0 


4,648  12  8 


1,392  17  0 


171  16  9 
134  10  3 


387  5  1 


4,181  10  0  5,355  16  10 


23,380  2  3 

515  7  10 

290  14  7 
245  0  0 

5  12  6 


26,804  16  6 
813  5  7 
157  5  4 


28,618  7  2 


52,618  18  0 
4,651  18  4 


1,050  3  0 


40  0  0 

203  13  3 
198  10  2 


>■  112,585  5  2 


147  1  6  J 


33,278  5  9  112,585  5  2 


56,937  5  8 
4,763  16  3 
1,090  17  0 


322  9  9 


34  19  9 
30  0  0 

208  6  6 
453  6  0 


195,539  4  5 


6,655  11  9 


34  19  9 
70  0  0 
1 ,026  7  0 

4,603  9 


867  1 3  6 


893  9  1 


2,779  0  7 


29,087  9  2 


59,630  16  3 


64,734  10,  6 


2,977  11  2  8,230  13  6 


144,008  0  9  157,458  4  2 


22,038  1  3  28,018  7  2 

29,087  9  2  59,630  16  3 


2,977  11 


8,230  13  6 


164,042  18  5  198,111  2  4  j  253,938  1  1  285,399  0  2  1  030,354 


.87,386  3  11 


33,278  5  9 

64,734  10  6 


210,708  4  3 


707,060  14  4 


112.585  5  2 

210,708  4  3 


(2) — continued. 


7 


Payments. 

18f 

7. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

hneral  Works  ( Continued ). 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Brought  forward 

89.407 

2 

5 

93.868 

8 

11 

119,612 

1 

4 

146,339 

8 

4 

139,926 

9 

3 

589.153 

10 

3 

^  Sinking  Funds  and  Interest 

f  on  Loans 

12,993 

10 

0 

16,409 

6 

4 

20,241 

8 

1 

23,582 

14 

5 

26,067 

16 

8 

99,294 

15 

6 

Belief  of  Distress.  Refugees  . . 

552 

16 

2 

552 

16 

‘) 

'otat.  Payments  General  Works 

102,400 

12 

5 

110.277 

15 

3 

139,853 

9 

5 

170,474 

18 

1 1 

165,994 

5 

11 

689,001 

1 

11 

Electric  Lighting  Works. 

Expenses  of  Management  . 

1,968 

1 

0 

3,022 

10 

0 

4,109 

7 

6 

Working  Expenses  . .  j 

Maintenance  and  Renewal  of  )■ 

7,347 

14 

9 

12,479 

10 

5 

6,358 

14 

6 

10,261 

19 

5 

14,871 

9 

8 

89,057 

15 

10 

> 

•1- 

Plant  .  . .  . .  j 

| 

3,237 

4 

0 

2,899 

1 

ii 

7,832 

11 

3 

Extension  of  Plant  .  .  J 

4,738 

16 

5 

8,493 

1 

i 

1,437 

13 

11 

J 

Interest  on  Loans . . 

3,600 

! 

0 

0 

3,600 

0 

0 

3,910 

0 

0 

3,941 

14 

9 

5.027 

3 

5 

20.078 

18 

2 

'otal  Payments  Electric  Light- 

* 

ing  Works 

10,947 

14 

9 

16,079 

10 

5 

20.212 

15 

11 

28,618 

1 

2 

33,278 

5 

9 

109,136 

14 

0 

Water  Works. 

Expenses  of  Management 

2,460 

8 

9 

2,379 

i 

2 

2,860 

7 

0 

4 ,  o  1 5 

6 

5 

4,780 

10 

11 

16,796 

0 

o 

Working  Expenses 

Maintenance  and  Renewal  of 

4,186 

12 

2 

4,760 

13 

6 

5,815 

5 

1 

5,302 

1 

1 1 

3,892 

16 

u 

23,957 

9 

~ 

Plant 

Extension  of  Mains,  Plant  and 

2,180 

18 

6 

1,894 

12 

0 

2,761 

2 

6 

2,420 

14 

3 

3,150 

7 

9 

12,407 

15 

0 

Buildings 

3,422 

•  J 

9 

2,814 

2 

4 

6,367 

u 

0 

24,016 

11 

3 

3,580 

Q 

1 

42,200 

17 

5 

Sinking  Fund  and  Interest 

13,248 

5 

0 

14,018 

17 

6 

15,591 

18 

9 

15,812 

10 

0 

15,977 

16 

3 

74,649 

*7 

6 

Transfer  to  Reserve  Fund  for 
Future  Extension 

Transferred  to  General  Works 

11,352 

9 

t 

11,352 

9 

7 

in  part  repayment  of  amounts 
spent  out  of  Revenue 

20.000 

0 

0 

20,000 

0 

0 

j  otat.  Payments,  Water  Works  . . 

25,498 

8 

2 

25,867 

12 

6 

33,396 

4 

4 

51,867 

3 

10 

64,734 

10 

6 

201,363 

19 

4 

Balance,  31st  December 

13,161 

4 

6 

13,161 

4 

0 

Summary. 

Balance  overdrawn  1st  January 

17,691 

4 

0 

12,418 

0 

3 

4,648 

12 

8 

2,977 

11 

2 

8,230 

13 

6 

17,691 

4 

0 

Payments — General  Works 

102,400 

12 

5 

110,277 

15 

3 

139,853 

9 

5 

170,474 

18 

ii 

165,994 

5 

1 1 

689,001 

1 

1  1 

i  ,,  Electric  Lighting 

Works 

10,947 

14 

9 

16,079 

10 

5 

20,212 

15 

n 

28,618 

1 

2 

33,278 

5 

9 

109,136 

14 

0 

,,  Water  Works 

25,498 

8 

2 

25,867 

12 

6 

33,396 

4 

4 

51,867 

3 

10 

64,734 

10 

6 

201,363 

19 

4 

Balance,  31st  December 

13,161 

4 

() 

13,161 

4 

6 

Grand  Totals  ..  £ 

156,537 

19 

4 

164,642 

18 

5 

198,111 

2 

4 

253, 93S 

i 

1 

285,399 

0 

2 

1,030,354 

3 

9 

8 


Woodstock  Municipality. 

Abstract  of  Ordinary  Receipts  and!  Payments  for  th« 


Receipts. 

189 

7. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Total. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

Opening  Balance 

1,199 

17 

1 

146 

6 

8 

1,125 

3 

11 

141 

18 

0 

12,706 

13 

8 

1,199 

17 

Ordinary. 

Rates  . . 

3,881 

13 

6 

5.474 

19 

10 

7,119 

14 

11 

9,236 

12 

3 

10,712 

13 

5 

36,375 

13 

Sand  Net 

1.572 

9 

6 

2,382 

1 

0 

2,307 

15 

0 

2,278 

13 

0 

2,522 

19 

0 

11,063 

10 

Shells 

o 

17 

9 

19 

0 

3 

10 

3 

3 

1 

4 

0 

0 

3 

0 

33 

8 

J  udicial  Bines  . . 

147 

0 

0 

174 

< 

0 

134 

16 

0 

162 

16 

0 

361 

7 

6 

980 

6 

Rents 

51 

14 

0 

116 

i 

6 

98 

16 

0 

116 

13 

0 

249 

0 

6 

632 

11 

Pound  Rent 

2 

0 

0 

6 

7 

4 

2 

4 

4 

10 

1  1 

Dog  Licences  . . 

67 

16 

9 

93 

0 

0 

92 

7 

6 

108 

17 

6 

82 

12 

6 

444 

14  1 

Cart  and  Wagon  Licences). . 

35 

17 

3 

59 

10 

0 

34 

11 

0 

29 

17 

3 

53 

12 

0 

213 

7 

Dairy  Licences . . 

i 

17 

0 

1 

13 

0 

i 

17 

0 

1 

8 

0 

1 

9 

0 

.  8 

4 

Assizing 

2 

4 

6 

S 

i 

4 

10 

1 

11 

11 

14 

5 

14 

19 

7 

47 

7 

Sanitation 

2 

17 

9 

8 

8 

6 

14 

7 

9 

25 

14  j; 

Sale  of  Municipal  Lands  .  . 

119 

19 

0 

15,989 

14 

3 

399 

16 

4 

16,509 

9 

Sale  of  Building  Regulations 

2 

0 

0 

1 

11 

0 

1 

15 

9 

0 

14 

0 

6 

0 

Hercules  Drain — Contribution 

from  Divisional  Council 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0 

Plague 

, , 

3.693 

12 

1  1 

3,693 

12  ' 

Oliphant's  Hoek 

45 

0 

0 

45 

0 

Church  Street  . . 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

Miscellaneous  * . 

1 

6 

6 

6 

19 

11 

0 

15 

5 

242 

15 

10 

189 

17 

2 

441 

14  1 

Total  Ordinary  Receipts 

5,816 

9 

9 

8,338 

5 

10 

9,941 

13 

i 

28,392 

14 

1 

18,342 

4 

8 

70,831 

7 

Waterworks, 

Water  Supply  . . 

2,525 

10 

8 

3,024 

9 

4 

3,221 

1 

7 

3,292 

0 

8 

3,798 

16 

6 

15,861 

18 

Plumber 

354 

14 

4 

285 

6 

7 

222 

9 

0 

217 

18 

4 

157 

0 

11 

1,237 

9  I 

Water  Leadings 

30 

2 

6 

39 

2 

6 

25 

15 

0 

8 

10 

0 

24 

7 

6 

127 

17 

Meter  Deposits . . 

65 

0 

0 

65 

0 

Zonnebloem  Water 

260 

4 

0 

260 

4 

Walmer  Water 

O 

a 

0 

0 

O 

0 

Water  Works  Joint  Com- 

mission 

■ 

19 

5 

0 

19 

5 

Total  Receipts  Waterworks* 

3,170 

11 

6 

3,351 

18 

5 

3,488 

10 

7 

3,518 

9 

0 

4,045 

4 

11 

17,574 

14 

Advances  repaid  by  Loan 

Account  .  . 

2,000 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

1,800 

0 

0 

4,800 

0 

Loan  from  Loan  Account  .  . 

5,000 

0 

0 

5,000 

0  . 

Total  of  all  Receipts  .  . 

8,987 

1 

3 

13,690 

4 

3 

13,930 

3 

8 

32,411 

3 

1 

29,187 

9 

7 

98,206 

1  1 

Grand  Totals  £ 

10,186 

18 

4 

14,136 

10 

ii 

15,055 

7 

7 

32,553 

1 

1 

41,894 

3 

3 

99,405 

18 

.  ..... 

*  Note, — Not  including  share  of  Receipts  and  Pay-  f 


(3) 

Five  Years  ended  the  31st  December,  1901. 


APPENDIX  A, 


Payments. 


Ordinary. 

alaries 

"j  Municipal  Buildings,  re¬ 
pairs,  &c.  .  . 
urniture 
foges 

.uditors’  Fees  &  Special 
Accountant 
table  Maintenance 
art  Hire 

"dice  Maintenance 
lighting 
iterest  on  Loans 
[ealth  Officer  .  . 
ifectious  Diseases 
lague 
anitation 
'rainage 

ravel  Quarry,  Lilliebloem 
tone 

avement 

ravel 

:  treet  Names,  &c. 

V’ater  Boring  .  . 
urvey  Fees 
aw  Expenses 
dvertising 

tationery  and  Printing 
oters'  Lists 
own  Guard 
ubilee  Contribution 
irelnsurances  and  Appliances 
forking  Plant 
llection  Expenses 
lunicipd  Lands 
ive  Stock 

bservatory  Station  Rd. 
ublic  Library 
ree  Planting  . . 
aluation 
liphant’s  Hoek 
t  fontagu  Bridge 
i  [ercules  and  Church  Street 
Drains 

epayment  of  Old  Loan 
uspense 
;  -iscellaneous 
ash,  Maitland  Road 
ransfer  to  Footpath  Account 

Total  Ordinary  Payments 

Waterworks. 

T at«r  Supply  .  . 
lumber 

Dunebloem  Water 


etal  Payments  Waterworks* 
Advances  to  Loan  Account 


Total  of  all  Payments  . . 
Closing  Balance 


Grand  Totals 


1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

9. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

fi. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

580 

14 

4 

715 

12 

6 

1,331 

14 

3 

1,287 

9 

0 

3,188 

1 

3 

7,103 

11 

4 

59 

10 

0 

• 

275 

5 

9 

334 

15 

6 

4 

6 

11 

18 

0 

51 

6 

6 

6 

6 

1 

97 

13 

1 

173 

8 

0 

1,384 

3 

10 

1,694 

11 

7 

4,295 

1 

11 

5,252 

5 

o 

7,799 

12 

U 

20,425 

14 

9 

14 

14 

0 

21 

0 

0 

26 

5 

0 

31 

10 

0 

134 

10 

0 

227 

19 

0 

400 

5 

11 

513 

13 

10 

713 

19 

9 

753 

10 

0 

1,520 

9 

8 

3,901 

19 

2 

0 

1 5 

0 

1,469 

2 

6 

1,469 

17 

6 

52 

19 

1 

218 

13 

0 

168 

14 

3 

232 

19 

3 

30' 

8 

5 

974 

14 

0 

195 

1 

2 

200 

0 

8 

767 

5 

5 

976 

3 

11 

1,(  48 

2 

0 

3.186 

13 

2 

774 

2 

6 

783 

17 

9 

721 

18 

11 

698 

10 

0 

2,178 

2 

8 

5,156 

1 1 

10 

25 

0 

0 

2  5 

0 

0 

25 

17 

6 

62 

10 

0 

50 

0 

0 

188 

7 

6 

1 

2 

6 

12 

7 

6 

20 

0 

0 

12 

15 

0 

46 

5 

0 

, 

5  459 

17 

9 

5,459 

17 

9 

. 

124 

2 

0 

125 

19 

6 

97 

14 

2 

347 

15 

8 

• 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

1,155 

19 

10 

• 

506 

2 

6 

1,662 

2 

4 

114 

10 

11 

114 

10 

1  1 

40 

15 

0 

40 

15 

0 

60 

l 

0 

60 

1 

0 

64 

19 

8 

64 

19 

8 

( 

184 

7 

6 

184 

7 

6 

43 

i 

0 

5 

5 

0 

117 

14 

6 

166 

0 

6 

. 

172 

16 

9 

9 

4 

2 

125 

7 

5 

49 

2 

4 

356 

10 

8 

120 

16 

3 

141 

19 

0 

128 

12 

11 

131 

5 

5 

348 

4 

0 

870 

17 

l 

43 

13 

2 

66 

7 

7 

144 

16 

3 

146 

8 

ii 

I  269 

0 

4 

670 

6 

3 

15 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

125 

0 

0 

, 

125 

0 

0 

55 

1 

9 

8 

1 

6 

6 

11 

6 

225 

3 

8 

33 

4 

8 

328 

3 

1 

625 

2 

11 

545 

9 

8 

865 

0 

5 

696 

9 

8 

1,324 

2 

O 

O 

4,0  >6 

4 

11 

5 

5 

0 

8 

2 

0 

8 

8 

0 

88 

14 

2 

78 

18 

6 

189 

1 

8 

86 

7 

0 

86 

7 

0 

185 

10 

0 

193 

0 

0 

211 

0 

0 

420 

0 

0 

382 

0 

0 

1,391 

10 

0 

100 

0 

0 

78 

9 

9 

112 

4 

3 

290 

14 

0 

.  # 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

5 

0 

4 

81 

11 

6 

12 

2 

3 

98 

14 

1 

122 

10 

0 

54 

12 

0 

63 

16 

0 

42 

3 

0 

150 

0 

0 

433 

1 

0 

,  , 

446 

0 

9 

6,787 

0 

10 

7,233 

1 

7 

•• 

1 

18 

9 

•• 

1 

18 

9 

175 

17 

8 

118 

7 

5 

294 

5 

1 

1,000 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

1,500 

0 

0 

11 

2 

3 

11 

2 

3 

66 

8 

4 

42 

14 

1 

209 

6 

3 

132 

6 

6 

589 

7 

1 

1,040 

2 

3 

250 

0 

0 

.  , 

,  . 

250 

0 

0 

98 

14 

0 

98 

14 

0 

6,188 

12 

7 

6,838 

9 

4 

10,700 

18 

8 

12,326 

13 

1 

34,816 

14 

0 

70,871 

7 

8 

2,832 

5 

2 

2,966 

3 

11 

3,637 

9 

3 

4,683 

18 

9 

5,378 

5 

3 

19,498 

2 

4 

419 

13 

11 

706 

13 

9 

575 

1 

8 

535 

15 

i 

403 

10 

1 

2,640 

15 

0 

300 

0 

0 

300 

0 

0 

3,551 

19 

1 

3,672 

17 

8 

4,212 

10 

11 

5,219 

14 

4 

5,781 

15 

4 

22,438 

17 

4 

2,500 

0 

o 

2,300 

0 

0 

4,800 

0 

0 

9,740 

11 

8 

13.011 

7 

0 

14,913 

9 

7  1 

19,846 

l 

5 

40,598 

9 

4 

98,110 

5 

0 

446 

6 

8 

1,125 

3 

11 

141 

18 

0 

12,706 

13 

8 

1,295 

13 

11 

1,295 

13 

11 

10,186 

18 

4 

14,136 

10 

11 

15,055 

7 

*  | 

/  1 

32,553 

1 

1 

41,894 

3 

3  j 

99,405 

18 

1 1 

ments  of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Water  Works. 

[G.  21-1902.] 
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A 


The  Late  Village  Management  Board  of  Maitland. 

Abstract  of  Ordinary  Receipts  and  Payments  for  the 


YEAR 

ENDED 

Five  Months 

Receipts. 

31st  Julv, 
1898/ 

31st  July, 
1899. 

31st  J  uly, 
1900. 

31st  July, 
1901/ 

ended 

3  1  st  Dec., 
1901. 

Totals. 

OpeniDg  Balance 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s. 

0  4 

d. 

6 

£  s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s. 

35  9 

d. 

7 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Rates  collected  by  Divi¬ 
sional  Council 

344 

1 

6 

384  7 

5 

562  8 

6 

709 

3 

4 

579  3 

3 

2,579 

4 

0 

Contribution  from  Divi¬ 
sional  Council 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

Dog  Tax 

30 

10 

0 

36  15 

0 

18  5 

0 

44 

10 

0 

35  10 

0 

165 

10 

0 

Dairy  Licences,  &c. 

0 

18 

0 

0  17 

0 

1 

15 

0 

Registration  .Fees  and 
Judicial  Fines 

109 

19 

6 

75  17 

6 

71  18 

Q 

O 

112 

1 

7 

90  1 

0 

459 

17 

10 

House  and  Land  Rent.  . 

1 

10 

0 

5  0 

0 

3  10 

0 

4  0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

Pound  Fees 

. . 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

Contribution  towards 
Public  Improvements 

1  0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Refunds  under  Public 
Health  Act  re  Plague 
and  Small  Pox 

. 

244 

5 

5 

244 

5 

5 

Miscellaneous  .  . 

1  0 

0 

0 

7 

6 

1 

7 

6 

Total  Receipts 

486 

19 

o 

504  16 

11 

656  1 

9 

1,160 

10 

10 

708  14 

3 

3,517 

2 

9 

Overdrawn  Balance  , 

30  4 

0 

156  19 

9 

Grand  Totals 

486 

19 

0 

535  5 

5 

813  1 

6 

1,160 

10 

10 

711  3 

10 

3,517 

2 

9 

11 


(4)  APPENDIX  A. 


period  1st  August,  1897,  to  31st  December,  1901. 


YEAR 

ENDED 

Five  Months 

Payments. 

3 1  fet  J uly, 
1898. 

31st  July, 
1899. 

31st  July, 
1900.' 

31st  July, 
1901. ' 

ended 

31st  Dec., 
1901. 

Totals. 

Balance  Overdrawn 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£  8. 

d. 

£  8. 
30  4 

d. 

0 

£ 

156 

s. 

19 

d. 

9 

£  8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Salaries  and  Allowances 

165 

9 

5 

201  10 

7 

252  18 

2 

.  253 

17 

'8 

188  0 

7 

1,061 

16 

5 

Pent  of  Offices.  . 

10 

10 

0 

34  5 

0 

39  0 

0 

36 

0 

0 

1 19 

15 

0 

Office  Furniture 

9 

8 

0 

.  . 

. . 

9 

8 

0 

Stationery,  Advertis:ng 
and  Printing .  . 

3 

17 

6 

27  1  f 

5 

11  12 

6 

15 

17 

0 

5  0 

9 

64 

2 

2 

Legal  Charges. . 

3 

3 

0 

6  6 

0 

0 

2 

0 

9 

11 

0 

Bank  Charges,  Intel  est 

*> 

1 

0 

2  10 

6 

14  11 

6 

6 

17 

0 

0  4 

6 

26 

4 

6 

Roads,  Public  Works, 
General  Supplies, 

Stables,  &c.  .  . 

292 

5 

7 

254  16 

ii 

419  4 

7 

301 

15 

6 

146  6 

5 

1,414 

9 

0 

Plague  Expenditure  .  . 

188 

2 

0 

188 

2 

0 

Small  Pox 

31  16 

0 

153 

2 

0 

184 

18 

0 

Miscellaneous  . . 

• 

8  2 

0 

13  14 

9 

12 

8 

4 

6  7 

0 

40 

12 

1 

Total  Payments 

486 

14 

6 

535  5 

•5 

782  17 

6 

968 

1 

6 

345  19 

6 

3,1  18 

18 

2 

Closing  Balance 

0 

4 

6 

35 

9 

7 

398  4 

7 

398 

4 

7 

Grand  Totals 

486 

19 

0 

535  5 

5 

813  1 

6 

1,160 

10 

10 

744  3 

10 

3j  5 1 7 

2 

9 

Mowbray  Municipality. 
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A 


Abstract  of  Ordinary  Revenue  and  Expenditure 


Revkxue. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

190!. 

Totals. 

Ordinary. 

£ 

{*. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Owners’  Rates  . . 

3,066 

4 

4 

3,441 

7 

3 

4,488 

17 

4 

5,095 

3 

2 

5,656 

15 

7 

21,748 

7 

8 

Tenants’  Rates  .  . 

686 

o 

0 

652 

11 

0 

852 

i  6 

9 

1,000 

4 

8 

1,204 

3 

0 

4,395 

17 

5 

Special  Rates 

40 

2 

1 

64 

18 

2 

• 

105 

0 

3 

Alma  Special  Rates 

• 

169 

7 

1 

22 

16 

3 

192 

3 

4 

Judicial  Fines  .  . 

62 

4 

6 

129 

17 

0 

93 

1 

6 

112 

5 

0 

107 

7 

6 

504 

15 

6 

Dairy  Licences  .  . 

1 

2 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

7 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

13 

0 

3 

10 

0 

Dog  Tax  .  . 

82 

7 

1 

103 

2 

4 

99 

19 

1 

106 

0 

0 

81 

5 

0 

472 

13 

6 

Cab  Licences 

1 

10 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

5 

0 

0 

2 

10 

0 

10 

10 

0 

Town  Hall  Revenue  {Net) 

93 

3 

0 

140 

9 

8 

82 

7 

11 

95 

5 

9 

58 

16 

1 

470 

2 

0 

Rapenburg  Revenue  (part) 

36 

10 

5 

64 

7 

0 

51 

5 

6 

101 

6 

6 

108 

2 

3 

361 

11 

8 

Sanitary  Removals 

386 

19 

7 

379 

10 

3 

375 

14 

0 

594 

15 

5 

299 

12 

0 

2,036 

11 

3 

Watering  Roads 

62 

10 

0 

62 

10 

0 

62 

10 

0 

1 

18 

6 

189 

8 

6 

Alma  and  Banksia  Roads 

. 

114 

15 

10 

. 

114 

15 

10 

Kerbing  and  Channelling 

378 

0 

0 

• 

378 

0 

0 

Streets  Constructed 

70 

10 

5 

• 

70 

10 

5 

Glee  Estate 

. 

93 

17 

6 

16 

0 

0 

109 

17 

6 

Premium  on  Debentures 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

Plague  Account .  . 

. 

. 

450 

2 

5 

450 

2 

5 

Miscellaneous 

24 

16 

1 1 

48 

14 

0 

8 

8 

9 

81 

19 

8 

Total  Ordinary  Revenue 

4,518 

15 

0 

4,975 

2 

6 

6,585 

4 

2 

7,61 0 

3 

10 

8,016 

11 

10 

31,705 

17 

4 

Balance  overdrawn 

1,101 

O 

o 

10 

3,876 

1 

1 

3,957 

12 

9 

5,364 

13 

0 

9,250 

2 

6 

9,250 

2 

6 

r^rand  Totals  .  .  £ 

5,619 

18 

10 

8,851 

3 

7 

10,542 

16 

11 

12,974 

16 

10 

17,266 

14 

4 

40,955 

19 

10 
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APPENDIX  A. 


(b). 


lor  the  Five  Years  ended  the  31st  December,  1901. 


Expenditure. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

Ordinary. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Overdrawn  Balance 

399 

16 

2 

1,101 

3 

10 

3,876 

1 

1 

3,957 

12 

9 

5,364 

13 

0 

399 

16 

2 

Salaries  .  . 

*25 

0 

0 

*25 

0 

0 

793 

3 

6 

1,124 

9 

0 

1 , 1 26 

17 

10 

3,094 

10 

4 

Interest  .  . 

663 

1 

5 

743 

17 

2 

925 

6 

8 

1,468 

4 

6 

1,862 

1 

5 

5,662 

11 

2 

Police  Contribution 

99 

18 

7 

222 

8 

5 

268 

19 

11 

250 

4 

3 

306 

7 

6 

1,147 

18 

8 

Lamp-lighting  . . 

603 

19 

6 

582 

8 

3 

616 

18 

10 

924 

4 

4 

1,108 

7 

5 

3,835 

18 

4 

Scavenging 

393 

8 

9 

511 

9 

9 

683 

3 

9 

865 

14 

11 

1,692 

16 

10 

4,146 

14 

0 

Removal  of  Slop  Water 

613 

16 

0 

777 

11 

0 

786 

9 

5 

966 

4 

6 

1,152 

3 

6 

4,296 

4 

5 

Sanitary  Pails  .  . 

- 

41 

5 

0 

41 

5 

0 

Forage  . . 

56 

0 

8 

494 

8 

5 

650 

7 

2 

842 

7 

3 

1,635 

18 

4 

4,183 

ii 

10 

Watering  Roads 

129 

12 

6 

13  5 

12 

9 

223 

13 

ii 

J*»l 

18 

0 

100 

7 

7 

691 

4 

9 

Roads 

883 

16 

4 

1,974 

O 

7 

469 

10 

8 

413 

14 

3 

3,741 

1 

10 

Street  Repairs  .  . 

683 

5 

7 

504 

3 

5 

918 

7 

10 

2,105 

16 

10 

Side-paths 

26 

10 

9 

175 

0 

0 

201 

10 

9 

General  Charges 

j-660 

17 

10 

f896 

19 

0 

371 

4 

8 

424 

6 

3 

703 

< 

5 

3,056 

15 

2 

Rapenburg  Expenditure 

205 

13 

11 

• 

205 

13 

ii 

Washhouse  ,,  {Net) 

8 

0 

8 

112 

10 

2 

56 

6 

7 

36 

14 

9 

36 

3 

o 

249 

15 

5 

Kerbing  and  Channelling 

273 

5 

9 

r— 

cc 

13 

6 

63 

9 

0 

• 

1,213 

8 

3 

Jubilee  Sports  . . 

72 

10 

0 

• 

• 

• 

72 

10 

0 

Royal  Reception 

• 

349 

0 

6 

349 

0 

6 

Town  Guards 

• 

• 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

Drinking  Fountain 

• 

33 

11 

2 

33 

15 

0 

67 

6 

2 

Plague  Account.  . 

• 

• 

860 

1 

11 

860 

1 

11 

Fire  Brigade 

38 

8 

6 

• 

• 

38 

8 

6 

Alma  and  Banksia  Roads 

• 

698 

4 

10 

698 

4 

10 

Glee  Road  . . 

. 

230 

5 

0 

. 

230 

5 

0 

Ryan  Road 

• 

38 

5 

10 

38 

5 

10 

York  Bridge 

• 

62 

18 

0 

• 

62 

18 

0 

Lower  Main  Road 

31 

10 

0 

31 

10 

0 

Depreciation  on  Town  J 

HslI,  Fire  and  other  > 

183 

9 

3 

, 

183 

9 

3 

Plant  ) 

Total  Ordinary  Expendi- 

ture  . .  '  .  . 

5  220 

2 

8 

7,749 

19 

9 

6,666 

15 

10 

9,017 

1 

1 

11,902 

1 

4 

40,556 

3 

8 

Grand  Totals  .  .  £ 

5,619 

18 

10 

8,851 

3 

7 

10,542 

16 

11 

12  974 

16 

10 

17,266 

14 

4 

40,955 

19 

10 

"Salary  of  Health  Officer.  t  Evidently  includes  Salaries. 
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AS  ORIGINALLY  RENDERED. 

Rondebosch  Municipality. 


A 


Abstract  of  Ordinary  Revenue  and  Expenditure 


REVENUE. 


1  S97. 


1898. 


1899. 


1900. 


1901. 


Totals. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Opening  balance .  . 

230 

17 

5 

63 

15 

11 

6 

14 

6 

8 

4 

5 

230 

17 

5 

Rates 

4,047 

12 

1 1 

d,438 

5 

1 

5,701 

1 

10 

5,890 

11 

10 

7, 1 35 

16 

3 

28,213 

7 

11 

Dog  Tax  . . 

105 

(i 

0 

104 

15 

0 

76 

5 

0 

60 

10 

0 

116 

10 

0 

463 

0 

0 

Licences  . . 

8 

4 

9 

21 

3 

6 

17 

0 

0 

46 

8 

O 

AYask-kouse  and  Pound.  . 

178 

6 

6 

93 

11 

3 

105 

13 

0 

125 

ii 

1 

140 

8 

4 

643 

10 

2 

Pines,  &c. .  . 

368 

4 

0 

98 

12 

6 

140 

10 

9 

48 

13 

0 

87 

19 

6 

743 

19 

9 

Sanitary  Removals 

902 

19 

9 

864 

16 

3 

1,068 

2 

10 

1,105 

2 

0 

3,931 

0 

10 

Sale  of  Material,  &c. 

181 

10 

6 

138 

3 

4 

305 

2 

11 

506 

12 

1 

1,131 

8 

10 

Proceeds  of  Sales 

355 

12 

8 

265 

15 

0 

621 

7 

8 

Contributions  to  Public 

Improvements 

163 

6 

0 

431 

0 

11 

132 

6 

0 

413 

1 5 

4 

235 

7 

0 

1,0/0 

15 

3 

Fire  Brigade 

.  70 

- 

6 

70 

7 

6 

Steenbras  AYater  Scheme 

170 

6 

7 

1 .656 

1 5 

8 

1,827 

2 

o 

Loans  Raised 

20,500 

0 

0 

1,500 

0 

0 

22,000 

0 

0 

Temporary  Loan,  Bank  .  . 

212 

18 

7 

366 

17 

8 

579 

16 

3 

Interest  Received 

4 

2 

1 

4 

2 

i 

Sanitarv  Pails  Sold  to 

Claremont  Munich 

pality . 

400 

12 

4 

400 

12 

4 

Small-Pox  Refund 

216 

18 

1 

216 

18 

1 

Plague 

600 

1 

6 

600 

1 

6 

Miscellaneous  Sundries  .  . 

264 

0 

0 

117 

6 

4 

, 

381 

6 

4 

Total  Revenue  ..  |  5,531  3  10 


7,617  0  2 


.Balance  Overdrawn  . . 


10,003  7  3 


Geand  Totals  .  .  5,762  1  3  17,684  3  4 


29,305  11  10 


29,305  11  10 


10,002  1  9 

10,794 

7  5 

63,250  5  0 

•  • 

10,008  16  3 

10,802 

11  10 

63,481  2  5 

15 


(6) 


APPENDIX  A. 


for  the  Five  Years  ended  31st  December,  1901. 


Expenditure. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Balance  Overdrawn  .  . 

10,003 

7 

3 

Salaries,  &c. 

534 

10 

0 

647 

0 

0 

701 

12 

6 

800 

0 

0 

900 

0 

0 

3,583 

2 

6 

Municipal  Buildings 
Municipal  Stables,  Live 

6,750 

0 

0 

6,461 

5 

6 

13,211 

5 

6 

Stock,  &c. 

. 

2,605 

14 

6 

2,605 

14 

6 

Fire  Engine  Establish- 

ment  .  . 

32 

2 

6 

193 

17 

6 

56 

2 

6 

87 

14 

0 

39 

9 

3 

409 

5 

9 

Electric  Fire  Alarms,  &c. . 

65 

0 

0 

65 

0 

0 

Collecting  Drainage 
Scavenging  (House 

474 

0 

6 

503 

11 

1 

463 

6 

0 

527 

17 

1 

745 

0 

9 

2,713 

1 5 

5 

Refuse) 

220 

2 

0 

322 

12 

0 

354 

10 

8 

406 

/ 

0 

615 

8 

2 

1,918 

19 

10 

Night  Soil  Removals 

475 

0 

0 

1,228 

6 

3 

949 

15 

6 

1,071 

7 

8 

1,071 

4 

3 

4,795 

13 

8 

Washhouse  and  Pound  . . 
Roads,  Construction  and 

153 

3 

11 

155 

5 

7 

225 

4 

9 

155 

14 

0 

261 

4 

11 

950 

13 

2 

Repairs 

1,033 

19 

9 

1,151 

4 

9 

1,380 

5 

9 

1,342 

17 

5 

2,012 

16 

9 

6,921 

« J 

10 

Other  Works 

1,423 

0 

9 

1,625 

7 

8 

837 

11 

6 

2,042 

12 

1 1 

560 

11 

8 

6,489 

4 

6 

Rents,  Hall,  &c  .  . 

78 

0 

0 

96 

0 

0 

304 

7 

1 

478 

/ 

1 

Street  Lighting  . . 

453 

6 

1 

440 

0 

1 

589 

5 

3 

624 

19 

/ 

680 

19 

8 

2,788 

10 

8 

Town  Hall 

184 

8 

3 

181 

8 

3 

Scenery 

51 

6 

8 

102 

10 

4 

153 

17 

0 

Contribution  to  Police  .  . 

125 

1 

3 

307 

12 

11 

204 

14 

6 

405 

13 

10 

227 

12 

8 

1,270 

15 

2 

Legal  Expenses  .  . 

11 

8 

0 

202 

3 

9 

43 

17 

4 

25 

17 

9 

283 

6 

10 

Valuation  of  Property  .  . 

19 

8 

0 

16 

16 

0 

85 

0 

0 

121 

4 

0 

Auditors’  Fees 

24 

0 

0 

24 

0 

0 

37 

16 

0 

75 

12 

0 

161 

8 

0 

Steenbras  Water  Scheme 

340 

13 

2 

3,313 

11 

4 

3,654 

4 

6 

Stationery  and  Advertising 

83 

18 

6 

194 

13 

9 

77 

19 

6 

126 

1  1 

2 

105 

10 

5 

58  H 

13 

4 

Loans  Repaid 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

2,600 

0 

0 

187 

12 

ii 

195 

4 

6 

3,382 

17 

5 

Interest  Paid 

266 

6 

9 

427 

7 

0 

801 

16 

9 

1,441 

9 

5 

1 ,547 

14 

4 

4.484 

14 

3 

Petty  Expenses  .  . 

90 

17 

4 

203 

13 

4 

223 

16 

8 

246 

14 

2 

399 

!6 

1 

1,164 

17 

3 

Town  Guard 

Royal  Reception  Com- 

65 

1 5 

0 

65 

1 5 

0 

mittee 

92 

18 

1 

92 

18 

1 

Plague 

676 

0 

6 

676 

0 

6 

Small-pox  . . 

253 

8 

5 

253 

8 

5 

Total  Expenditure 

5,698 

5 

4 

17,684 

3 

4 

19,295 

10 

1 

10,000 

11 

10 

10,790 

14 

2 

63,469 

4 

9 

Closing  Balance 

63 

15 

11 

6 

14 

6 

8 

4 

5 

11 

17 

8 

11 

17 

8 

Grand  Totals 

5,762 

1 

3 

17,684 

3 

4 

29,305 

11 

10 

10,008 

16 

3 

10,802 

1  l 

10 

63,481 

2 

5 

AS  SUBSEQUENTLY  AMENDED.] 


A 


Rondebosch  Municipality. 


Abstract  of  Ordinary  Receipts  and  Payments 


Receipts. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

Ordinary. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

<3. 

d. 

Opening  Balance 

230 

17 

5 

• 

230 

17 

5 

Rates — Landlords’ 

3.532 

/ 

8 

4,547 

17 

5 

4,768 

1 

2 

4,983 

6 

11 

6,025 

14 

1 

23,857 

7 

Q 

O 

,,  Tenants’ 

515 

5 

3 

890 

7 

8 

933 

0 

8 

907 

14 

1 

1.110 

2 

2 

4,356 

9 

10 

Interest  on  Rates 

4 

2 

i 

2 

0 

8 

1 

13 

6 

0 

6 

6 

8 

2 

9 

Sale  of  Sand 

1 63 

6 

0 

181 

10 

6 

22 

18 

6 

286 

3 

6 

229 

2 

0 

883 

0 

6 

Fines 

81 

2 

6 

98 

12 

6 

63 

14 

0 

48 

13 

0 

55 

4 

0 

347 

6 

0 

Dog  Tax  . . 

105 

0 

0 

104 

15 

0 

76 

5 

0 

60 

10 

0 

116 

10 

0 

463 

0 

0 

,,  Badges 

4 

l 

2 

0 

12 

6 

. 

4 

13 

8 

Dairy  Licences  . . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

17 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

F3 

0 

4 

2 

0 

Cab  Licences 

5 

10 

0 

4 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

6 

10 

0 

9 

10 

0 

30 

10 

0 

,,  Drivers'  Licences  .  . 

5 

10 

0 

4 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

6 

10 

0 

9 

10 

0 

30 

10 

0 

Rickshas  . . 

0 

8 

0 

0 

8 

0 

Ratepayers’  Sanitary 

Removals 

354 

9 

3 

902 

19 

9 

855 

i 

0 

1,078 

18 

3 

1,105 

2 

0 

4,296 

16 

3 

Stercus  Pails 

392 

8 

5 

392 

8 

5 

Refuse  Removals 

t 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

Removing  Refuse,  G.  H. 

School 

0 

8 

6 

0 

8 

6 

Collecting  Drainage 

2 

12 

6 

25 

0 

0 

27 

12 

6 

Live  Stock 

20 

14 

2 

20 

14 

2 

Roads 

20 

0 

0 

179 

16 

3 

69 

16 

0 

16 

0 

0 

285 

12 

3 

Watering  Main  Roads  .  . 

62 

10 

0 

62 

10 

0 

62 

10 

0 

187 

10 

0 

Watering  Roads 

156 

5 

0 

156 

5 

0 

312 

10 

0 

Produce  .  . 

33 

15 

0 

28 

8 

0 

62 

3 

0 

Wash-house— Current  A/c 

73 

0 

3 

69 

10 

0 

70 

17 

9 

97 

5 

6 

96 

4 

9 

406 

18 

3 

Pound 

24 

3 

9 

24 

1 

Q 

O 

34 

15 

3 

28 

5 

7 

44 

3 

7 

155 

9 

5 

Tree  Planting 

5 

0 

0 

6 

5 

0 

11 

5 

0 

Pmrg  Road  Drain 

. 

. 

11 

16 

3 

11 

16 

3 

Grove  Road  Drain 

. 

20 

1 

6 

20 

1 

6 

Milner  Road 

201 

10 

0 

271 

5 

8 

. 

472 

15 

8 

Departmental  Works 

Charges 

, 

1 

2 

6 

0 

12 

0 

1 

14 

6 

Derelict  Land  —  Camp 

Ground 

, 

28 

5 

2 

28 

5 

2 

Skead’s  Encroachment  .  . 

, 

4 

0 

0 

. 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Fire  Brigade 

4 

10 

0 

7o 

7 

6 

22 

15 

0 

32 

15 

6 

130 

8 

0 

Water  Eights  Option  . . 

77 

13 

3 

77 

13 

3 

Mowbray  Municipality  .  . 

318 

19 

2 

257 

10 

4 

576 

9 

6 

Printing  Regulations  .  . 

. 

80 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 

Town  Hall 

62 

9 

0 

64 

3 

6 

397 

16 

10 

524 

9 

4 

Municipal  Buildings 

Charges 

. 

;( 

.  . 

7 

0 

0 

• 

7 

0 

0 

Municipal  Buildings 

Lighting 

. 

. 

15 

12 

1 

70 

10 

8 

46 

16 

11 

132 

19 

8 

Piano 

, 

4 

4 

0 

6 

6 

0 

15 

15 

0 

26 

5 

0 

Crockery  . . 

5 

5 

1 

4 

2 

9 

18 

15 

9 

28 

3 

7 

Small  Pox 

216 

18 

1 

216 

18 

1 

Carry  forward 

5,550 

5 

10 

7,610 

2 

1 

7,408 

17 

8 

8,135 

3 

9 

9,780 

12 

11 

38,485 

2 

O 

O 

17 


n , 


APPENDIX  A. 


for  the  Five  Years  ended  31st  December,  1901. 


‘  Payments. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899, 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals 

i 

Ordinary. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

Balance  Overdrawn 

377 

9 

1 

1,107 

4 

0 

3,030 

12 

3 

2,201 

8 

10 

General  Charges 

703 

i 

4 

903 

19 

11 

987 

17 

1 

1,022 

14 

2 

1.259 

12 

4 

4,877 

10 

Ki 

.Sanitary  Account 

302 

17 

6 

567 

8 

6 

532 

10 

0 

528 

13 

6 

1 ,93 1 

9 

6 

Sanitary  Removals  Con- 

tract 

475 

0 

0 

760 

0 

0 

, 

, 

, 

a 

1,235 

0 

0 

Ratepayers’  Sanitary 

Removals 

0 

9 

9 

0 

10 

9 

1 

0 

6 

Stercus  Pails  .  . 

586 

l 

9 

194 

0 

1 

69 

1 

4 

74 

16 

5 

925 

19 

1 

Slop  Pails 

36 

5 

1 

36 

5 

1 

Scavenging 

220 

2 

0 

322 

12 

0 

274 

9 

0 

249 

8 

0 

387 

6 

0 

1,453 

17 

0 

Collecting  Drainage  .  . 

474 

0 

6 

503 

11 

1 

346 

17 

0 

291 

5 

0 

402 

17 

9 

2,018 

11 

4 

Collecting  Drainage 

Plant 

62 

0 

0 

, 

19 

0 

0 

, 

81 

0 

0 

Live  Stock  , , 

, 

281 

0 

0 

359 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

785 

0 

0 

Plant 

265 

14 

6 

50 

17 

0 

316 

11 

6 

Gravel  Supply  .  . 

321 

14 

6 

348 

1 

9 

612 

19 

2 

376 

13 

6 

484 

3 

3 

2,143 

12 

2 

Roads  .  . 

597 

6 

0 

803 

3 

0 

678 

4 

10 

809 

4 

11 

1,338 

1  1 

o 

4,226 

10 

0 

Watering  Roads 

203 

5 

7 

377 

4 

7 

321 

12 

1 

214 

1 

6 

253 

10 

7 

1,369 

14 

4 

Road  Plant 

, 

48 

15 

0 

48 

15 

6 

Watering  Main  Road 

Plant 

39 

19 

2 

11 

12 

3 

33 

17 

0 

85 

8 

5 

Street  Lighting 

453 

6 

i 

440 

0 

1 

589 

5 

3 

624 

19 

7 

680 

18 

8 

2,788 

9 

8 

Produce 

. 

300 

6 

8 

832 

13 

10 

688 

11 

6 

1,821 

12 

0 

Wash-house  and  Ground 

70 

0 

0 

, 

O 

O 

3 

6 

20 

0 

0 

93 

3 

6 

Wash-house  —  Current 

Account 

116 

14 

3 

113 

8 

1 

144 

5 

3 

110 

14 

0 

191 

2 

11 

67  6 

4 

6 

Pound  .  . 

36 

9 

8 

41 

17 

6 

74 

6 

0 

45 

0 

0 

50 

2 

0 

247 

15 

2 

Tree  Planting  .  . 

7 

12 

0 

13 

15 

6 

163 

12 

0 

184 

19 

6 

Main  Road  Side  Drains 

•57 

2 

3 

35 

12 

0 

92 

14 

3 

Burg  Road  Drain 

. 

. 

42 

10 

0 

13 

/ 

0 

55 

17 

0 

Grove  Road  Drain 

, 

1 

O 

6 

i 

3 

6 

Joint  Drainage  Scheme 

/ 

i 

<J 

7 

i 

0 

Claremont  Municipality 

consequent  on  delimi- 

tation  of  Boundaries 

82 

ii 

8 

, 

, 

82 

1 1 

8 

Kerbing  Main  Road 

32 

18 

0 

, 

32 

18 

0 

Kerbing  Rouwkoop 

Road 

203 

11 

0 

203 

1  1 

0 

Milner  Road 

541 

0 

0 

13 

12 

0 

2 

3 

0 

255 

2 

1 

812 

2 

I 

»  »  Bridge  .. 

152 

12 

0 

7 

19 

0 

442 

8 

8 

602 

19 

8 

Duke  Road  Extension  . . 

47 

4 

0 

47 

4 

0 

Belmont  Road  Sidepath 

, 

286 

16 

0 

286 

16 

0 

Duke  Road  Sidepath  .  . 

, 

248 

10 

6 

248 

10 

6 

Land —  St.  Andrew’s  Rd. . 

57 

1 

3 

# 

% 

57 

1 

3 

Land — Silwood  Road  . . 

12 

9 

0 

12 

9 

0 

Land — Main  Road  for 

Sidepath 

25 

0 

0 

17 

12 

11 

42 

12 

11 

F encing  Mun .  Grounds 

(Camp  Ground) 

. 

. 

. 

14 

4 

9 

14 

4 

9 

Railway  Level  Crossings 

. 

. 

. 

7 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Departmental  Works 

Charges 

197 

13 

9  ; 

397 

11 

11 

571 

1 

3 

1,166 

6 

11 

Carry  forward 

5,360 

16 

0 

6,450 

11 

8 

5,696 

3 

10 

6,416 

12 

1 

7,197 

15 

6 

31,121 

19 

1 

[G.  21—1902.] 


IS 


Rondebosch  Municipality. 


Receipts. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

Brought  forward  .  . 

5,550  5  10 

7,610  2  1 

7,408  17  8 

Plague 

Rondebosch  Cottage 

Hospital 

*  * 

17  2  0 

Rondebosch  Public 

Library 

,  , 

13  6  8 

Rondebosch  Club 

25  0  0 

Entertainment  Account .  . 

5  6  6 

Incidental  Receipts 

0  IS  0 

1  8  0 

9  14  3 

D.  B.  Millar 

0  1  0 

Commission 
Purchase  by  Loan  Account 
of  site  for  Municipal 
Hall 


Total  Ordinary 
Receipts 

Loan  from  Loan  Account 
re  Steenbras  Scheme 
Receipts  re  Steenbras 
Scheme 

Total  of  all 
Receipts 


Balance  overdrawn 
G*and  Totals 


5.551  3  10 


5,551  3  10 


377  (J  1 


1900. 

£  s. 
8, 1  35  3 


7,01  1  10  1  7,479  8  1 


92  13  4  1,326  14  6 


7,704  3  5  8,806  2  7 


1,107  4  0  3,030  12  3 

-- 


6,159  10  4  8,811  7  5  1  1,836  14  10 


40  0  0 

1 20  0  0 

5  12  0 

0  2  0 

1,000  0  0 


9,30C  17  9 

1,350  0  0 


10,650  17  9 


2,201  8  10 


12,852  6  7 


1901. 


£  s.  d. 

9,780  12  11 
600  1  6 


16  13  4 

30  0  0 

2  12  0 


Totals. 


£  s.  d. 
38,485  2  3 


600  1  6 
17  2  0 


70  0  0 

175  0  0 

6 


o 

20 

0 

0 


1,000  0  0 


10,429  19  9 


10,429  19  9 


2,418  18  6 


12,848  18  3 


40,372  19  6 

1,350  0  0 

1,419  7  10 

43,142  7  4 


2,418  18  6 


45,792  3  3 


19 


(7) — ( continued ). 


Payments. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

Brought  forward  .  . 

5,360 

16 

0 

6,450 

11 

8 

5,696 

3 

10 

6,416 

12 

1 

7,197 

15 

6 

31,121 

19 

1 

Fire  Brigade 

32 

2 

6 

118 

14 

6 

56 

7 

G 

87 

14 

0 

39 

9 

3 

334 

7 

9 

Fire  Extinguishing  Ap- 

pliances 

. 

75 

O 

0 

75 

3 

0 

Electric  Fire  Alarms 

65 

0 

0 

32 

10 

0 

97 

10 

0 

Water  Rights  Option  .  . 

155 

6 

6 

. 

155 

6 

6 

Interest  on  Mortgage  Bon  d 

on  Steenbras  purchase 

237 

10 

0 

475 

0 

0 

475 

0 

0 

1,187 

10 

0 

Interest  .  . 

2 

6 

9 

171 

7 

0 

74 

8 

0 

41 

7 

3 

34 

1 

6 

323 

10 

6 

,,  Debentures 

264 

0 

0 

256 

0 

0 

248 

0 

0 

211 

19 

6 

328 

1 

6 

1,308 

1 

0 

,,  Government  Loan 

220 

8 

9 

718 

2 

11 

710 

11 

4 

1,649 

3 

0 

Colonial  Government  Loan 

repaid 

187 

12 

11 

195 

4 

6 

382 

17 

5 

Debentures  Redeemed  .  . 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 

Police 

1 25 

1 

3 

307 

12 

1 1 

204 

14 

6 

405 

13 

10 

227 

12 

8 

1,270 

15 

2 

Valuation  of  Property  .  . 

19 

8 

0 

17 

14 

0 

16 

16 

0 

11 

10 

0 

85 

0 

0 

150 

8 

0 

Legal  Expenses . , 

11 

8 

0 

202 

3 

9 

43 

17 

4 

25 

17 

9 

283 

6 

10 

Office  Furniture.  . 

31 

5 

6 

11 

10 

0 

3 

0 

0 

45 

15 

6 

Stationery 

46 

0 

3 

28 

10 

6 

25 

8 

6 

37 

11 

0 

30 

3 

5 

167 

13 

8 

Advertising  and  Printing 

37 

18 

3 

46 

3 

3 

52 

1 1 

0 

89 

0 

2 

75 

1 

0 

300 

19 

8 

Printing  Regulations 

120 

0 

0 

• 

120 

0 

0 

Town  Hall 

, 

208 

0 

8 

208 

0 

8 

Municipal  Buildings  Fur- 

niture 

252 

6 

11 

262 

6 

11 

Do.  Charges 

166 

10 

8 

255 

8 

4 

57 

13 

4 

479 

12 

4 

Do.  Lighting  .  . 

40 

15 

0 

75 

6 

8 

38 

13 

1 

154 

14 

9 

Flagstaff  .  . 

88 

17 

0 

88 

17 

0 

Scenery  (part  cost) 

51 

6 

8 

42 

10 

4 

93 

17 

0 

Piano 

127 

18 

0 

1 

12 

6 

129 

10 

6 

Crockery  .  . 

31 

6 

5 

# 

6 

9 

3 

37 

15 

8 

Small  Pox 

3 

3 

0 

253 

8 

5 

256 

11 

5 

Plague 

676 

0 

6 

676 

0 

6 

Moodie  Drinking  Fountain 

3 

15 

0 

8 

14 

1 

4 

l 

3 

1 

17 

6 

2 

16 

3 

21 

4 

7 

Supplying  Water  to  Poor 

12 

2 

6 

14 

0 

0 

9 

1 

6 

3 

15 

0 

11 

17 

6 

5  1 

9 

6 

Rondebosch  Cottage  Hos- 

pital  .  . 

2 

9 

6 

2 

9 

6 

Municipal  Seal  .. 

, 

12 

17 

4 

, 

12 

17 

4 

Gratuity 

4 

4 

0 

, 

. 

4 

4 

0 

Dog  Badges 

9 

2 

4 

, 

, 

, 

9 

2 

4 

Royal  Reception  Com- 

mittee 

92 

18 

1 

92 

18 

1 

Rondebosch  Town  Guard 

65 

15 

0 

65 

15 

0 

Commission 

, 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

4 

3 

Entertainment  Account. . 

• 

10 

10 

0 

10 

10 

0 

Total  Ordinary 

Payments  . . 

6,159 

10 

4 

8,248 

11 

8 

7,526 

4 

8 

9,456 

2 

i 

10,631 

12 

2 

42,022 

1 

5 

Payments  re  Steenbras 

Scheme 

185 

6 

8 

3,203 

6 

2 

365 

11 

9 

1 5 

17 

3 

3,770 

1 

10 

MENTS 

6,159 

10 

4 

8,433 

18 

4 

10,729 

10 

10 

9,821 

14 

4 

10,647 

9 

5 

45,792 

3 

3 

Grand  Totals  . . 

6,159 

10 

4 

8,81 1 

7 

5 

11,836 

14 

10 

12,852 

6 

7 

12,848 

18 

3 

j 45,792 

3 

3 

20 


A 


Claremont  Municipality. 


Abstract  of  Ordinary  Revenue  and  Expenditure  for 


Revenue. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

Ordinary. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

c 

Owners'  Rate  .  . 

6,6o;> 

0 

10 

7,165 

1 

/ 

7,713 

4 

0 

8,241 

15 

10 

9,947 

1 

3 

39,720 

8 

Tenants’  Rate  . . 

Special  Rates — 

1,257 

19 

2 

1,276 

18 

0 

1,372 

5 

9 

1,508 

11 

6 

1,934 

8 

7 

7,350 

3 

Apportionment  of  Rates 

between  Wynberg, 

Rondebosck  and  Clare¬ 
mont  Municipalities  .  . 

263 

14 

9 

• 

263 

14 

Dog  Tax 

85 

16 

/ 

108 

5 

0 

134 

10 

0 

118 

0 

0 

148 

2 

0 

594 

13 

Cab  Licences  . . 

48 

2 

6 

60 

12 

6 

96 

5 

ft 

101 

5 

0 

306 

5 

Judicial  Fines  .  . 

122 

17 

0 

110 

19 

0 

139 

16 

0 

169 

19 

0 

543 

u 

Weights  and  Measures 

1  1 

18 

0 

7 

15 

9 

3 

2 

9 

22 

16 

Sanitary 

720 

2 

9 

654 

3 

3 

690 

12 

4 

1,022 

0 

7 

3,086 

18 

1 

Wash-house  Revenue 

. 

102 

9 

2 

117 

1 1 

9 

136 

16 

3 

179 

14 

0 

536 

11 

Rent 

8 

15 

0 

33 

15 

0 

33 

15 

0 

, 

76 

5 

Interest 

5 

1 

2 

5 

1 

Hall  Revenue  .  . 

78 

4 

8 

260 

13 

9 

243 

18 

0 

249 

16 

9 

184 

14 

0 

1,017 

7 

Sale  of  Timber.  . 

Contribution  for  Watering 

27 

14 

6 

27 

14 

Roads 

296 

10 

0 

250 

11 

9 

304 

1 

2 

339 

7 

6 

1,190 

10 

Gravel  Supply  , , 

Refunds  under  Public 

• 

519 

4 

7 

• 

519 

4 

Health  Act 

802 

13 

11 

802 

13 

1] 

Expenditure  repaid  by  Loan 

Account  .  . 

3 ,031 

10 

5 

3,031 

10 

Contribution  from  Govern- 

ment,  Royal  Visit 
Proportion  of  proceeds  of 
Sale  of  Hudson’s  Pro- 

• 

* 

* 

218 

5 

4 

218 

5 

perty 

Contractor’s  Deposits 

, 

360 

t 

10 

360 

7 

If 

, 

130 

0 

0 

130 

0 

( 

Miscellaneous  . . 

Withdrawn  from  Standard 

70 

15 

11 

38 

6 

8 

6 

16 

4 

28 

9 

5 

46 

12 

4 

191 

0 

t 

Bank  Loan  A/c 

400 

0 

0 

109 

19 

4 

509 

19 

J.  Bisset,  Balance  A/c 

0 

17 

1 

0 

17 

Outstanding  Rates,  valued  at 

lb 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

120 

0 

1 

Total  Ordinary  Revenue 
Advances  repaid  by  Loan 

8,885 

14 

0 

10,827 

6 

6 

13,741 

15 

11 

11,555 

15 

0 

15,615 

8 

/ 

60,626 

0 

1 

Account 

257 

3 

0 

219 

16 

11 

356 

10 

9 

833 

10 

Total  Revenue 

8,885 

14 

0 

10  827 

6 

6 

13,998 

18 

11 

11,775 

11 

11 

15,971 

19 

4 

61,459 

10 

Closing  overdrawn  Balance 

2,878 

7 

0 

2,798 

16 

3 

-173 

17 

3 

905 

3 

7 

2,799 

4 

5 

2,799 

4 

Grand  Totals 

1 1,764 

1 

0 

13,626 

2 

9 

14,472 

16 

2 

12,680 

15 

6 

18,771 

3 

9 

64,258 

15 

APPENDIX  A. 


!  \R)- 


the  Five  Yeats  ended  the  31st  December,  1901. 


Expenditure. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

Ordinary. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

pening  overdrawn  Balance 

974 

0 

9 

2,878 

7 

0 

2,798 

16 

3 

473 

17 

Q 

o 

905 

3 

7 

974 

0 

9 

■eneral  Charges 

1,148 

10 

2 

1,553 

ii 

9 

1,593 

18 

1 

1,656 

11 

1 

2,395 

0 

1 

8,647 

n 

2 

aterest 

79,3 

6 

i 

810 

6 

8 

981 

12 

5 

1,052 

731 

4 

3 

1,258 

q 

O 

8 

4,897 

13 

i 

’olice 

555 

5 

4 

680 

10 

1 

680 

10 

4 

8 

3 

909 

0 

10 

3,556 

14 

10 

lent 

72 

0 

0 

72 

0 

0 

72 

0 

0 

72 

0 

0 

72 

0 

0 

360 

0 

0 

lighting 

806 

6 

6 

826 

8 

5 

960 

0 

4 

1,107 

15 

8 

1,239 

2 

3 

4,939 

13 

2 

cavenging 

567 

9 

6 

780 

12 

8 

645 

7 

9 

546 

19 

0 

519 

11 

2 

3,060 

0 

1 

anitary  Liquid  Removals 

559 

5 

8 

629 

16 

2 

7S6 

16 

11 

923 

11 

3 

1,005 

2 

4 

3,904 

12 

4 

anitary  Removals 

140 

19 

0 

1,160 

9 

i 

1,146 

15 

1 1 

1,235 

9 

4 

1,602 

i 

8 

5,285 

15 

0 

lousehold  Refuse  Removals 

625 

7 

6 

653 

10 

b 

776 

13 

6 

2,055 

11 

3 

laintenance  of  Roads 

4,044 

0 

8 

2,520 

1 

8 

1,765 

8 

7 

1,656 

19 

7 

1,855 

16 

7 

11,842 

12 

1 

load  Watering 

552 

14 

4 

603 

10 

0 

766 

16 

i 

868 

1 

9 

547 

8 

7 

3,338 

10 

9 

fall  Expenses  .  . 

151 

4 

3 

248 

10 

8 

250 

l 

1 

158 

3 

8 

808 

5 

8 

Vasil-house  Expenditure  .  . 

146 

3 

3 

192 

16 

10 

166 

15 

6 

185 

19 

9 

205 

13 

0 

897 

8 

4 

dant  and  Maintenance 

265 

19 

11 

132 

7 

9 

127 

1 

1  1 

334 

9 

3 

859 

13 

10 

)epreciation  of  Plant 
’ools 

637 

4 

9 

147 

9 

0 

166 

7 

0 

294 

1 3 

/ 

785 

3 

2 

2,030 

17 

6 

■  , 

5 

11 

9 

55 

2 

i 

13 

4 

6 

31 

9 

10 

105 

8 

8 

itable  Expenses 

, 

297 

13 

10 

297 

13 

10 

Vagon  Sheds  .  . 

. 

ii 

10 

0 

11 

10 

0 

’orage 

63 

19 

7 

728 

2 

1 

792 

1 

8 

iisint'ectanls  .  . 

85 

16 

6 

37 

6 

0 

29 

7 

6 

6 

8 

4 

158 

18 

4 

Iepayment  of  Rates 

, 

4 

3 

4 

. 

4 

o 

4 

Iepayment  of  Loans 

Expenses,  Hall’s  action  re 
Stormwater 

400 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

439 

17 

1 

449 

10 

11 

1,689 

8 

0 

334 

1 

3 

18 

7 

6 

352 

8 

9 

tain  Roads  Property,  Clean- 

mg 

load  Construction  A/e — 

•  • 

9 

17 

3 

34 

12 

5 

• 

44 

9 

8 

Written  off 

57 

7 

8 

57 

t 

8 

ludson's  Property,  Propor- 

tion  not  included  in  1899 
Loan,  and  Compensation 

30 

5 

0 

378 

14 

.0 

408 

19 

10 

Contribution,  WynbergCott- 

age  Hospital 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

loyal  Visit 

, 

682 

13 

4 

682 

13 

4 

ubilee  Expenses 

64 

10 

0 

64 

10 

0 

‘lague  Account 

1,020 

18 

0 

1,020 

18 

0 

own  Guard 

Iepayment  of  Contractors’ 

• 

95 

8 

6 

95 

8 

6 

Deposits  . . 

130 

0 

0 

130 

0 

0 

otal  Ordinary  Expenditure 
'ermanent  Works — charge- 

10,790 

0 

3 

10,747 

1 5 

9 

11,416 

16 

11 

11,987 

1 

4 

17,509 

9 

5 

62,451 

o 

O 

8 

able  to  Loan  Accounts.  . 

257 

O 

0 

219 

16 

11 

356 

10 

9 

833 

10 

8 

Total  Expenditure 

10,790 

0 

3 

10,747 

15 

9 

11,673 

19 

1 1 

12,206 

18 

3 

17,866 

0 

2 

63,284 

14 

4 

Grand  Totals  .  . 

11,764 

1 

0 

13,626 

2 

9 

14,472 

16 

2 

12,680 

15 

6 

18,771 

3 

9 

64,258 

15 

1 

Wynberg  Municipality. 


Abstract  of  Ordinary  Receipts  and  Payments  for  the 


Receipts. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

Ordinary. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Owners’  Rate  .  . 

1,639 

2 

8 

4,932 

6 

2 

6,096 

19 

2 

6,718 

19 

4 

7,141 

10 

2 

26,528 

17 

6 

Tenants’  Rate  .  . 

370 

12 

3 

1.147 

9 

8 

1,065 

10 

5 

1,307 

0 

9 

1,183 

19 

10 

5,074 

12 

11 

Sanitary 

2  8 

6 

6 

134 

9 

6 

262 

1 

5 

173 

2 

0 

2  <9 

16 

10 

1,027 

16 

3 

Dog  Tax 

89 

5 

0 

82 

15 

0 

181 

15 

0 

213 

15 

0 

214 

0 

0 

781 

10 

0 

Cabs 

47 

15 

0 

59 

17 

6 

54 

11 

8 

58 

15 

4 

73 

16 

4 

294 

15 

10 

Fees  and  Fines 

93 

14 

0 

158 

9 

6 

1 55 

19 

6 

161 

17 

0 

239 

16 

0 

809 

16 

0 

Interest 

13 

0 

2 

27 

6 

10 

27 

0 

0 

41 

2 

4 

37 

2 

2 

145 

11 

6 

Park  Lands 

121 

13 

9 

80 

12 

7 

342 

16 

9 

133 

16 

0 

678 

19 

1 

Fire  .Brigade  . . 

7 

4 

6 

4 

18 

0 

49 

13 

6 

32 

6 

6 

31 

3 

0 

125 

5 

6 

Miscellaneous  .  . 

42 

4 

8 

54 

5 

8 

71 

15 

10 

71 

4 

0 

70 

19 

2 

310 

9 

4 

Road  Watering,  Contri- 

87 

10 

0 

91 

6 

5 

197 

18 

4 

376 

14 

9 

bution 

Hall . 

246 

14 

9 

246 

14 

9 

Plague  Refund 

507 

2 

11 

507 

2 

11 

Hospital 

29 

0 

6 

29 

0 

6 

Roads  Kefund  .  . 

184 

8 

10 

184 

8 

10 

Lighting  Refund 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Total  Ordinary  Receipts 
Waterworks. 

Water  by  Meter 
Water  by  Valuation  . . 
OraDge  Kloof  Farm  Rent 
Water  for  Road  Watering 


2,642  18  6  6,682  10  5 


2,1.32  0 

870  6  9 

610  0 


5  i  2,611  3  10 

941  13  1 

65  0  0 


8,052  16  6 


2,741  8  4 

923  1  7 

78  0  0 


Total  Receipt?,  Water - - 

works  ..  ..  3,063  7  2  3,617  16  11  3,742  9  11 

Do.  Leadings.  - - - - 

Leadings  from  Mains . .  509  11  10  I  544  15  7  565  9  6 

Stores  Sold  ..  1417  8  1287  13148 


57  4  2 


Total  Receipts,  Lead-  — - - 

ings  . .  . .  524  9  6  not 

Total  Receipts,  Water-  - - - 

works  &  Leadings  3,587  16  8  4,175  1  1 


Grand  Totals 


579  4  2 

4,321  14  1 

6,230  15  2  10,857  11  6  12,374  10  7 


9,212  5  5 


2,893  4  4 

781  14  7 

79  0  0 

90  0  0 


3,843  18  11 


358  17  6 


358  17  6 

4,202  16  5 

13,415  1  10 


10,536  4  10 


3,598 
677 
60 
90  0 


8  3 
0  0 


37,126  15 


13,975  18  7 

4,194  4  3 

343  0  0 

180  0  0 


4,425  9  11 


315  12  0 

1  7  0 


316  19  0 


4,742  8  11 

15,278  13  9 


18,693  2  10 


2,294  6  5 

42  7  11 


2,336  14  4 


21,029  17  2 


58,156  12  10 


23 


APPENDIX  A. 


(9) 


Five  Years  ended  the  31st  December,  1901. 


Payments. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

Ordinary. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

a. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Scavenging 

808 

14 

9 

837 

9 

4 

778 

13 

1 

885 

15 

1 

1,613 

14 

9 

4,924 

7 

0 

Roads  . . 

1,103 

19 

2 

1,619 

5 

6 

790 

16 

10 

1,273 

15 

6 

2,700 

13 

7 

7,488 

10 

7 

Gravel  .  , 

0 

10 

0 

185 

18 

3 

27 

18 

9 

106 

12 

5 

320 

19 

5 

Road  Watering 

52 

13 

3 

234 

19 

6 

202 

9 

5 

241 

16 

6 

305 

5 

ii 

1.037 

4 

7 

Sanitary 

1,323 

2 

9 

2,177 

12 

2 

2, 1 50 

17 

/ 

2,655 

2 

10 

3,977 

3 

6 

12,283 

18 

10 

Advertising 

23 

14 

8 

33 

18 

0 

37 

19 

10 

47 

10 

0 

30 

13 

0 

173 

15 

6 

Clothing 

11 

11 

11 

10 

18 

6 

11 

14 

0 

26 

19 

0 

19 

6 

4 

80 

9 

9 

Fire  Brigade  .  . 

14 

12 

0 

51 

3 

2 

35 

13 

4 

17 

15 

0 

116 

5 

6 

235 

9 

0 

Footpaths 

2 

14 

0 

14 

0 

9 

16 

3 

9 

62 

4 

1 

77 

6 

6 

172 

9 

1 

Lighting 

663 

“ 

1 

1,134 

9 

4 

911 

16 

1 

1.004 

8 

3 

1,325 

12 

7 

5,039 

13 

4 

Printing  and  Stationery 

15 

10 

6 

35 

3 

3 

47 

15 

4 

35 

13 

4 

38 

11 

2 

172 

13 

7 

Petty  Cash 

37 

3 

4 

40 

5 

0 

40 

17 

5 

47 

2 

0 

69 

0 

0 

234 

l 

9 

Police  . . 

158 

9 

2 

385 

17 

9 

195 

15 

7 

396 

19 

5 

319 

6 

2 

1,456 

8 

1 

Rent 

83 

0 

0 

127 

0 

0 

105 

10 

0 

83 

17 

6 

6 

18 

3 

406 

5 

9 

Interest 

264 

7 

4 

332 

11 

0 

371 

6 

10 

434 

11 

10 

518 

8 

4 

1,921 

5 

4 

Park  Lands 

52 

i 

10 

147 

12 

11 

23 

15 

6 

347 

16 

4 

211 

11 

10 

782 

18 

5 

Salaries  . . 

406 

15 

0 

488 

3 

8 

534 

15 

0 

735 

5 

0 

979 

0 

0 

3,143 

18 

8 

Miscellaneous  . . 

345 

9 

2 

194 

12 

3 

149 

6 

7 

124 

3 

0 

229 

0 

5 

1,042 

11 

5 

Forage  .  . 

202 

14 

6 

107 

5 

6 

143 

19 

8 

453 

19 

8 

Architect’s  Fees 

109 

10 

0 

62 

10 

0 

172 

0 

0 

Yaluating 

146 

11 

0 

30 

18 

9 

177 

9 

9 

Cabstand 

169 

19 

6 

169 

19 

6 

Engineer’s  Salary 

66 

13 

4 

66 

13 

4 

Auditors 

14 

0 

0 

27 

6 

8 

41 

6 

8 

Macadam 

270 

0 

0 

68 

5 

0 

338 

5 

0 

Plague  . . 

572 

14 

10 

572 

14 

10 

Engineer’s  Requiremen 

20 

16 

2 

20 

16 

2 

Collector 

87 

10 

0 

87 

10 

0 

Hall . 

741 

8 

7 

741 

8 

7 

Stormwater  Drains 

468 

14 

7 

468 

14 

7 

Stables  . .  . . 

4 

15 

0 

4 

15 

0 

Royal  Visit 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

Hospital 

Total  Ordinary  Pay- 

24 

2 

3 

24 

2 

3 

ments 

Waterworks. 

Wages  . . 

5,367 

15 

11 

7,865 

2 

1 

6,903 

8 

11 

9,285 

12 

9 

15,035 

1 

9 

44,457 

1 

5 

66 

1 

6 

92 

17 

4 

191 

1 

7 

340 

6 

9 

352 

17 

11 

1,043 

5 

1 

Advertising 

14 

13 

3 

29 

15 

11 

14 

18 

7 

17 

17 

9 

22 

19 

7 

100 

5 

1 

Clothing 

6 

17 

4 

7 

6 

6 

7 

6 

9 

17 

11 

9 

8 

12 

2 

47 

14 

6 

Hydrants 

1 

8 

0 

4 

3 

11 

16 

12 

9 

16 

14 

3 

36 

4 

i 

75 

3 

0 

Interest 

1,990 

18 

0 

2,355 

17 

10 

2,494 

11 

10 

2,575 

17 

10 

2,963 

1 

5 

12,380 

6 

11 

Meters,  Repairs  to 

22 

18 

2 

20 

4 

0 

52 

5 

5 

38 

8 

3 

3 

1 

6 

136 

17 

4 

Printing  and  Stationery 

9 

8 

6 

20 

19 

6 

18 

7 

2 

26 

6 

7 

22 

16 

1 

97 

17 

10 

Orange  Kloof  Farm  .  . 

9 

19 

6 

8 

15 

0 

5 

5 

0 

36 

14 

0 

5 

5 

0 

65 

18 

6 

Petty  Cash 

21 

18 

8 

18 

18 

8 

23 

2 

7 

32 

18 

0 

36 

0 

0 

132 

17 

11 

Pipe  Track 

22 

6 

6 

16 

15 

0 

19 

4 

6 

4 

16 

6 

7 

11 

0 

70 

13 

6 

Rent  and  Lighting 

15 

0 

0 

17 

5 

0 

16 

10 

7 

34 

10 

10 

27 

7 

9 

110 

14 

2 

Salaries  .  . 

277 

5 

0 

284 

5 

0 

300 

10 

0 

366 

10 

0 

474 

16 

9 

1.703 

6 

9 

Miscellaneous  .  . 

257 

9 

4 

106 

3 

9 

163 

1 

7 

114 

0 

8 

108 

18 

6 

749 

13 

10 

Meters,  Fixing 

45 

3 

2 

45 

3 

2 

Meters,  Purchase  of  .  . 

884 

17 

1 

66 

19 

1 

951 

16 

2 

Engineer’s  Salary 

33 

6 

8 

66 

13 

3 

99 

19 

11 

Auditors 

6 

0 

0 

12 

13 

4 

18 

13 

4 

Engineer’s  Department 

4 

1 

0 

4 

1 

0 

Royal  Visit 

Total  Payments,  Wate'  - 

300 

0 

0 

300 

0 

0 

works 

Do.  Leadings. 

2,716 

3 

9 

2,983 

7 

5 

3,368 

1 

6 

4,546 

16 

11 

4,519 

18 

5 

18,134 

8 

0 

Wages  .  . 

222 

3 

4 

207 

10 

8 

173 

13 

0 

104 

16 

1 

257 

4 

ii 

965 

8 

0 

Fittings 

201 

11 

5 

318 

9 

7 

281 

3 

1 

172 

5 

i 

361 

8 

4 

1,334 

18 

0 

Salaries  .  . 

120 

10 

0 

128 

5 

0 

116 

0 

0 

51 

0 

0 

415 

15 

0 

Rent  *. . 

6 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

Clothing 

3 

19 

9 

10 

10 

3 

14 

10 

0 

Printing  and  Stationery 

1 

9 

0 

7 

0 

0 

8 

9 

0 

Petty  Cash 

3 

0 

0 

4 

8 

3 

6 

5 

0 

13 

13 

3 

Stores  Purchased 

Total  Payments,  Lead- 

1 

12 

0 

8 

12 

4 

10 

4 

4 

mgs 

Total  Payments,  Water- 

557 

5 

6 

689 

7 

10 

578 

4 

4 

33  4 

6 

8 

618 

13 

3 

2,777 

17 

7 

works  &  Leadings 

3,273 

9 

3 

3,672 

15 

3 

3,946 

5 

10 

4,881 

3 

7 

5,138 

11 

8 

20,912 

5 

7 

Grand  Totals  , . 

8,641 

5 

2 

11,537 

17 

4 

10,849 

14 

9 

14,166 

16 

4 

20,173 

13 

5 

65,369 

7 

0 

24 


A 


Kalk  Bay  Municipality. 


Abstract  of  Ordinary  Revenue  and  Expenditure  for  the 


Revenue. 


Ordinary. 

Opening  Balance 

Owners’  Rates 
Judicial  Fines 
Dog  Licences 
Other  Licences 
Sanitary  .  . 

Interest  . . 

Rent 

Sale  of  Municipal  Lands 


Total  Ordinary 
Revenue 

Waterworks. 

Water  Rates 

Total  of  all  Revenue 

Grand  Totals  £ 


1 89  i 


1898. 


1,198  0 

80  12 
13  10 
163  8 


d. 


152  12  11 


25  10  0 


1,733  13  10 


1,733  13  10 


£  s.  d. 
206  1 8  8 


3,223  7 
111  14 
19  0 

156  6 

905  7 


33  10  0 

250  0  0 


1,733  13  10  4,699  5  8 


1899. 


d. 


2,341  13  10 


2,181  5 

101  19 
25  10 
140  5 

850  16 


34  0  0 

357  10  0 


3,691  6  10 


4,699  5  8  3,691  6  10 


4,906  4  4  6,033  0  8 


1900. 


£  s.  d. 
3,440  19  3 


3,008  10 
81  15 
23  5 

153  5 

1,080 


2 
0 
0 
0 
0 

32  9  5 

19  10  0 

2,064  19  5 


6,464  1  0 


473  6  6 


6,937  7  6 


1901. 


£  s.  d. 
4,433  15  5 


3,337  19  2 


101  7 

21  5 

172  12 
1,182  12 


48  0  0 

2,852  10  0 


7,716  6  0 


1,092  10  10 


8,808  16  10 


10,378  6  9  13,242  12  3  25,870  10  8 


Totals. 


a  s. 


d. 


12,949  2  9 

477  7  2 

102  10  0 
785  18  0 

4,271  16  7 

32  9  5 

160  10  0 
5,524  19  5 


24,304  13  4 


1,565  17  4 


25,870  10  8 


25 


(10) 


Five  Years  ended  the  31st  December,  1901. 


Expenditure. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

Ordinary. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

Opening  Overdrawn 

Balance 

138 

17 

/ 

138 

17 

7 

Salaries  . . 

298 

14 

10 

349 

3 

4 

396 

13 

4 

438 

0 

0 

754 

4 

6 

2,236 

16 

0 

Interest  .  . 

28 

1 

11 

18 

14 

9 

18 

12 

11 

1,221 

16 

1 1 

1,286 

16 

10 

2,574 

3 

4 

Auditor’s  Fees  .  . 

26 

5 

0 

26 

5 

0 

26 

0 

0 

26 

5 

0 

43 

12 

6 

148 

7 

6 

Advertising 

Stationery  and  Printing 

29 

11 

0 

22 

12 

7 

44 

19 

/ 

73 

12 

9 

103 

2 

4 

273 

18 

3 

15 

0 

0 

25 

12 

i 

24 

9 

2 

27 

9 

0 

79 

13 

8 

172 

3 

11 

Legal  Charges  . . 

3 

0 

8 

40 

16 

7 

3 

0 

4 

31 

1 

1  1 

22 

12 

6 

100 

12 

0 

Valuation  Expenses 

50 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

65 

u 

0 

26 

19 

0 

146 

19 

0 

Miscellaneous 

93 

8 

5 

91 

5 

11 

153 

2 

2 

132 

13 

7 

431 

4 

6 

901 

14 

7 

Sanitary  . . 

798 

1 

10 

1,090 

i 

8 

1,137 

18 

8 

1,262 

19 

4 

2,085 

3 

0 

6,374 

4 

6 

Lighting . . 

30 

1 

5 

95 

15 

10 

112 

1 

4 

112 

18 

6 

126 

13 

0 

477 

10 

1 

Police 

98 

6 

8 

72 

1 

9 

170 

8 

5 

Road  Repairs  .  . 

48 

12 

10 

40 

18 

o 

o 

190 

1 

1 

279 

12 

2 

General  Improvements  .  . 

58 

13 

3 

16 

7 

4 

141 

16 

10 

216 

17 

5 

Rent 

65 

12 

6 

44 

10 

0 

72 

10 

0 

95 

7 

0 

57 

0 

0 

334 

19 

6 

Watering  Streets 

38 

7 

9 

39 

18 

11 

86 

8 

/ 

164 

15 

3 

Washhouse  Expenditure 

, 

5 

10 

0 

5 

10 

0 

Plant  Repairs  . . 

. 

16 

2 

1 

29 

15 

11 

126 

2 

7 

172 

0 

7 

Depreciation 

20 

6 

7” 

120 

13 

11 

242 

2 

0 

285 

7 

/ 

668 

10 

i 

Cemetery 

28 

6 

3 

63 

0 

0 

91 

6 

3 

Plague  Account,  . 

. 

547 

i 

8 

547 

1 

8 

Royal  Reception 

Municipal  Improvement 

• 

240 

14 

4 

240 

14 

4 

Bill . 

352 

6 

8 

, 

352 

6 

8 

Expenditure  from  Pro- 

ceeds  of  Sale  of 
Municipal  Lands  .  . 

250 

0 

0 

857 

10 

0 

1,850 

2 

8 

2,592 

13 

4 

5,050 

6 

0 

Total  Ordinary 

Expenditure 

1,387 

17 

> 

2,564 

10 

6 

2,592 

1 

5 

5,851 

8 

5 

9,304 

19 

7 

21,700 

17 

6 

Waterworks. 

Waterworks 

• 

93 

2 

11 

219 

7 

4 

312 

10 

*> 

O 

Total  of  all  Ex- 

penditure  .  . 

1,387 

17 

7 

2,564 

10 

6 

2,592 

1 

5 

5,944 

ii 

4 

9,524 

6 

1  1 

22,013 

7 

9 

Closing  Balance .  . 

206 

18 

8 

2,341 

13 

10 

3,440 

19 

3 

4,433 

15 

5 

3,718 

5 

4 

3,718 

5 

4 

Grand  Totals  £ 

1,733 

13 

10 

4,906 

4 

4 

6,033 

0 

8 

10,378 

6 

9 

13,242 

12 

3 

25,870 

10 

8 

[Gr.  21—1892.] 
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Simon’s  Town  Municipality. 


A 


Abstract  of  Receipts  and  Payments  for  the 


Receipts. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

Opening  Balance 

Ordinary. 

151 

17 

0 

15 

16 

0 

339 

11 

10 

67 

11 

3 

151 

17 

0 

464 

10 

0 

1,138 

18 

8 

850 

18 

3 

888 

0 

4 

1,190 

8 

10 

4.532 

16 

1 

Owners’  Bates 

Judicial  Fines 

67 

0 

0 

83 

14 

0 

S9 

14 

0 

56 

17 

6 

40 

1 

0 

337 

11 

6 

Dog  Licences  (Net) 

39 

0 

0 

35 

11 

8 

47 

12 

6 

64 

3 

4 

55 

1 

6 

241 

15 

0 

Cab  Licences  (Net) 

14 

7 

6 

13 

12 

6 

9 

19 

6 

2 2 

13 

0 

21 

7 

6 

82 

0 

0 

Grazing  and  Firewood  Licences 

9 

2 

6 

2 

17 

0 

4 

0 

0 

5 

7 

6 

4 

0 

0 

18 

7 

0 

Stone  and  Gravel  Licences 

i 

12 

8 

53 

5 

0 

12 

18 

8 

7 

13 

8 

l 

13 

8 

l  ( 

3 

8 

Brickmaking  Licences  .  . 

30 

6 

6 

36 

10 

6 

48 

1 

6 

6 

0 

0 

IS 

15 

0 

129 

13 

6 

Pound  Fees 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6 

Sale  of  Bye-Laws 

0 

2 

3 

0 

5 

3 

0 

2 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

14 

0 

Rents 

53 

18 

3 

76 

9 

7 

123 

5 

9 

88 

18 

9 

58 

17 

10 

401 

10 

2 

Sanitary 

114 

2 

6 

135 

*7 

6 

162 

3 

0 

222 

3 

0 

344 

3 

7 

977 

19 

i 

Scavenging 

00 

0 

0 

55 

0 

0 

55 

0 

0 

68 

1 

0 

67 

0 

0 

300 

1 

0 

Watering  Streets 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

250 

0 

0 

Private  Water  Service 

13 

2 

7 

13 

2 

Private  Sanitary  Service 

61 

0 

6 

61 

0 

6 

Drainage 

1 

0 

0 

30 

2 

0 

31 

2 

0 

Contributions  towards  Roads 

23 

8 

6 

149 

7 

6 

3 

19 

0 

176 

15 

0 

Footpaths 

15 

19 

9 

15 

19 

9 

Special  Works  Account 

7 

10 

7 

7 

10 

7 

Plague  Account 

629 

3 

6 

629 

3 

6 

Lazaretto  . . 

161 

14 

1 

161 

14 

1 

Municipal  Buildings 

Contractor’s  Security 

2 

5 

0 

2 

5 

0 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

Davis  &  Soper 

9 

19 

10 

9 

19 

10 

Miscellaneous 

1 

8 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

5 

0 

110 

17 

5 

112 

14 

5 

Sale  of  Municipal  Lands 

1,242 

13 

6 

1,242 

13 

6 

Total  Ordinary  Receipts 

Water  Works. 

905 

15 

8 

1,708 

19 

3 

3,009 

19 

6 

1,485 

3 

1 

2,753 

15 

3 

9,863 

12 

9 

Water  Supply 

367 

9 

3 

458 

16 

1 

460 

5 

0 

573 

16 

6 

711 

18 

6 

2,572 

5 

4 

Waterworks 

14 

17 

2 

13 

6 

3 

28 

3 

5 

Total  Receipts,  Water  Works  . . 

Loan  Receipts. 

367 

9 

3 

458 

16 

1 

475 

2 

2 

587 

2 

9 

711 

18 

6 

2,600 

8 

9 

13,500 

0 

0 

13,500 

0 

0 

Loan  for  New  Reservoir 

Receipts  to  Credit 

4 

11 

2 

312 

14 

8 

12 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

331 

5 

10 

13,504 

11 

2 

312 

14 

8 

12 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

13,831 

5 

10 

Loan  for  Special  Works 

4,400 

0 

0 

4,400 

0 

0 

4,400 

0 

0 

4,400 

0 

0 

Total  of  all  Receipts 

1,273 

4 

11 

15,672 

6 

6 

3,797 

16 

4 

2.084 

5 

10 

7,867 

13 

9 

30,695 

7 

4 

Closing  Overdrawn  Balance 

567 

11 

11 

729 

4 

0 

729 

4 

0 

Gband  Totals  . .  . .  | 

1,425 

1 

11 

15,688 

2 

6 

4,137 

8 

2 

2,719 

9 

0 

8,596 

17 

9 

31,576 

8 

4 

27 


(11) 


APPENDIX  A. 


Five  Years  ended  the  31st  December,  1901. 


Payments. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

£ 

6. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s. 

d. 

Opening  Overdrawn  Balance 

•• 

567 

ii 

11 

•« 

Ordinary, 

Salaries 

180 

0 

0 

196 

0 

0 

298 

6 

8 

367 

5 

0 

623 

2 

0 

1.661  13 

8 

Municipal  Buildings  . . 

23 

5 

0 

107 

17 

11 

172 

17 

6 

846 

ii 

2 

1,150  11 

l 

Furniture 

4 

10 

3 

4  10 

3 

Rent 

36 

0 

0 

18 

0 

0 

66 

0 

0 

120  0 

0 

Auditors'  Fees 

4 

4 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

22  4 

0 

Interest 

1 

4 

9 

0 

2 

0 

54 

2 

3 

103 

5 

10 

169 

2 

9 

327  17 

7 

Stationery  and  Printing 

42 

4 

11 

43 

4 

2 

48 

i 

11 

57 

6 

7 

31 

18 

11 

222  16 

6 

Election  Expenses 

12 

3 

3 

0 

2 

6 

12  5 

9 

Miscellaneous 

91 

11 

5 

98 

16 

O 

94 

19 

6 

83 

1 

5 

277 

10 

11 

645  19 

5 

Sanitary  , . 

175 

18 

7 

322 

1 

8 

138 

3 

0 

1 56 

15 

i 

313 

5 

0 

1,K)6  3 

4 

Lighting  .  . 

80 

18 

9 

87 

13 

8 

166 

4 

•1 

183 

16 

3 

230 

15 

1 

749  8 

1 

Scavenging 

4  ,‘55 

3 

11 

634 

17 

11 

556 

16 

7 

559 

8 

5 

914 

16 

8 

3,101  3 

6 

Watering  Streets 

82 

9 

2 

25 

16 

0 

31 

9 

0 

82 

12 

0 

20 

6 

9 

242  12 

11 

Road  Maintenance  and  Improve- 

ments  .  . 

152 

3 

0 

193 

13 

0 

255 

5 

3 

66 

17 

8 

455 

2 

7 

1,123  1 

6 

Footpaths  and  Kerbing 

65 

11 

1  i 

5 

6 

0 

26 

5 

0 

18 

15 

0 

115  17 

1 

Drains,  &c. 

54 

0 

i 

143 

12 

4 

79 

11 

8 

57 

0 

6 

244 

10 

7 

578  15 

8 

Temporary  Stables 

125 

10 

0 

125  10 

0 

Tools 

11 

9 

0 

10 

0 

1  i 

10 

2 

6 

7 

IS 

9 

10 

14 

11 

50  10 

3 

Kloof  Dam  Extension 

496 

0 

9 

496  0 

9 

Queen  Victoria  Mission  School  .  . 

, 

20 

14 

0 

20  14 

0 

Plague  Account  .  .  . . 

1,828 

4 

8 

1,828  4 

8 

Lazaretto  . 

59 

8 

1 

102 

6 

0 

161  14 

1 

Repayment  of  Loan  . .  . . 

400 

0 

0 

29 

11 

2 

60 

18 

0 

63 

1 

3 

553  16 

5 

Proceeds  of  Sale  of  Municipal 

Lands  Expended  . . 

1 

12 

15 

6 

10 

7 

0 

23  2 

6 

Total  Ordinary  Payments 

1,347 

8 

1 

2,328 

6 

2 

2,062 

19 

3 

2,008 

1 

6 

6,700 

IS 

6 

14.447  13 

6 

Water  H  orks. 

W ater  Service 

61 

17 

10 

70 

19 

4 

255 

19 

0 

249 

10 

4 

338 

12 

0 

976  18 

6 

Total  Payments,  Water  Works 

61 

17 

10 

70 

19 

4 

255 

19 

0 

249 

10 

4 

338 

12 

0 

976  18 

6 

Loan  Expenditure. 

New  Reservoir 

12,901 

12 

8 

885 

5 

5 

107 

2 

6 

13,894  0 

7 

12,901 

12 

8 

885 

5 

5 

107 

2 

6 

13,894  0 

7 

Drainage — Kloof 

20 

2 

6 

5 

5 

0 

591 

4 

0 

616  11 

6 

,,  GoedeGift.. 

27 

10 

0 

630 

ii 

3 

59 

9 

0 

323 

11 

4 

1,041  1 

7 

,,  Cole  Point .  . 

5 

5 

0 

5  5 

0 

Water  Extension  to  Bellevue 

235 

2 

0 

250 

16 

2 

25 

0 

0 

510  18 

2 

Water  Extension  to  Lane  and 

Reservoir 

13 

0 

0 

13  0 

0 

Water  Extension  to  Brook 

4 

4 

0 

4  4 

0 

Stables 

16 

15 

6 

50 

0 

0 

66  15 

6 

47 

12 

6 

865 

13 

3 

354 

14 

8 

989 

15 

4 

2,257  15 

9 

Total  of  all  Payments 

1,409 

5 

11 

15  348 

10 

8 

4,069 

16 

11 

2,719 

9 

0 

8,029 

5 

10 

31,576  8 

4 

Closing  Balance 

15 

16 

0 

339 

11 

10 

67 

11 

3 

Grand  Totals 

1,425 

1 

li 

15,688 

2 

6 

4,137 

8 

2 

2,719 

9 

0 

8,596 

17 

9 

31,576  8 

4 

Financial  Abstract  for  the  Five  Years  ended  30th  June,  1901. 
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Summary  of  Statements  of  Ordinary  Revenue  and  Expenditure  rendered  by  the  Cape  Peninsula  Muin, 

and  Payments  of  the  Suburban  Munici]  1 1 


1  b97. 

1898. 

1899. 

1  900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

£ 

s. 

6. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

•n. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s 

103,099 

16 

io; 

115,108 

8 

8 

144,008 

0 

9 

157,458 

4 

2 

187,386 

3 

1 1 

707,060  1 

5,723 

17 

3 

12,813 

17 

4 

11,438 

6 

9 

13,401 

18 

3 

16,206 

5 

59,584 

5,816 

9 

9 

8,338 

5 

10 

9,941 

13 

1 

28,392 

14 

1 

18,342 

4 

8 

70,831 

*486 

19 

0 

*504 

16 

11 

*656 

1 

;i 

*1,160 

10 

10 

j-708 

14 

3 

3,517 

4,518 

15 

0. 

4,97  5 

2 

6 

6,585 

4 

2 

7,610 

3 

10 

8,016 

1 1 

10 

31,705  1 

5,55 1 

3 

10 

7,611 

10 

1 

7,479 

8 

1 

9,300 

17 

9 

10,429 

19 

9 

40,372  1 

8  885 

14 

0 

10.827 

6 

6 

13,741 

1 5 

11 

1 1,555 

15 

0 

15,615 

8 

7 

60,626 

2,642 

18 

6 

6,682 

10 

5 

8,052 

16 

6 

9,212 

5 

5 

10,536 

4 

10 

37,126  1 

1 36,725 

14 

2 

166,861 

18 

3 

201,903 

7 

0 

238,092 

9 

4 

267,241 

15 

3 

1,010,825 

28,781 

15 

4 

28,473 

13 

0 

29,087 

9 

2 

59,630 

16 

6 

64,734 

10 

6 

210,708 
27,247  1 

3,170 

11 

6 

3,351 

18 

5 

3,488 

10 

7 

6,614 

12 

ii 

10,621 

19 

11 

,  , 

3,096 

3 

ii 

6,576 

15 

0 

9,672  1 

,  . 

3,096 

3 

ii 

6  576 

15 

0 

9,672  1 

,  , 

3,096 

3 

ii 

6,576 

15 

o 

9,672  1 

3,587 

16 

8 

4,175 

1 

i 

4,321 

14 

1 

4,202 

16 

5 

4,742 

8 

11 

21,029  1 

35,540 

3 

6 

36,000 

12 

6 

36,897 

13 

10 

79,736 

17 

4 

99,829 

4 

4 

288,004  1 

12,238 

6 

11 

16,412 

4 

1 

22,038 

1 

3 

28,618 

7 

2 

33,278 

5 

9 

112,585 

144,119 

19 

1 

159,994 

5 

9 

195,133 

11 

2 

245,707 

7 

7 

285,399 

0 

2 

1,030,354 

5,723 

17 

3 

12,813 

17 

4 

11,438 

6 

9 

13,401 

18 

3 

16,206 

7 

5 

59,584 

8.987 

1 

3 

11,690 

4 

3 

13,430 

3 

8 

35,007 

7 

0 

28,964 

4 

7 

98,079 

*486 

19 

0 

*504 

16 

11 

*656 

1 

9 

*1,160 

10 

10 

|708 

14 

3 

3,517 

4,518 

1 5 

0 

4,975 

2 

6 

6,585 

4 

2 

10,706 

7 

9 

14,593 

6 

10 

41,378  1 

5,551 

3 

10 

7,611 

10 

1 

7,479 

8 

1 

12,397 

1 

8 

17,006 

14 

9 

50,045  1 

8,885 

14 

0 

10,827 

6 

6 

13,741 

15 

11 

14,651 

18 

11 

22,192 

3 

t 

70,298  1 

6,230 

15 

2 

10,857 

11 

6 

12,374 

10 

7 

13,415 

1 

10 

15,278 

13 

9 

58,156  1 

184,504 

4 

7 

219,274 

14 

10 

260,839 

2 

1 

346,447 

13 

10 

400  349 

5 

4 

1,411,415 

1,733 

13 

10 

4,699 

1.708 

5 

8 

3,691 

6 

10 

6,464 

1 

0 

7,716 

2.753 

6 

0 

24,304  1 

905 

15 

8 

19 

3 

3,009 

19 

6 

1,485 

3 

1 

15 

3 

9,863  1 

2,639 

9 

6 

6,408 

4 

11 

6,701 

6 

4 

7,949 

4 

1 

10,470 

1 

3 

34,168 

473 

6 

6 

1,092 

711 

10 

10 

1,565  1 

367 

9 

3 

458 

16 

1 

475 

2 

2 

587 

2 

9 

18 

6 

2,600 

367 

9 

3 

458 

16 

1 

475 

2 

2 

1,060 

9 

3 

1,804 

9 

4 

4,166 

1.733 

13 

10 

4,699 

5 

8 

3,691 

6 

10 

6,937 

7 

6 

8,808 

16 

10 

25  870  1 

1  273 

4 

11 

2,167 

15 

4 

3,485 

l 

8 

2,072 

5 

10 

3,465 

13 

9 

12,464 

3,006 

18 

9 

6,867 

1 

0 

7,176 

8 

6 

9,009 

13 

4 

12,274 

10 

7 

38,334  1 

38.962 

5 

1 

36,827 

8 

6 

22,099 

17 

8 

42,060 

19 

5 

58,608 

3 

8 

198.558  ' 

226.  173 

8 

5 

262,969 

4 

4 

290,115 

8 

3 

397,518 

6 

7 

471,231 

19 

7 

1,648,308 

of  Receipts  for  Water  or 
Electric  Lighting. 


Cape  Town 
Green  and  Sea  Point 
Woodstock 
Maitland 
Mowbray 
Rondebosch 
Claremont 
Wynberg 


Water  Supply  Receipts 
Cape  Town 
Woodstock 
Mowbray 
Rondebosch 
Claremont 
Wynberg 


Electric  Lighting  Receipts. 
Cape  Town 


Totals  of  the  above. 
Cape  Town 
Green  and  Sea  Point 
W  oodstock 
Maitland 
Mowbray 
Rondebosch 
Claremont 
Wynberg 


Ordinary  Revr.-  .e. 

Kalk  Bay 
Simonstown 


Water  Supply  Receipts. 
Kalk  Bay 
Simonstown 


Totals  of  the  above. 
Kalk  Bay 
8imonstown 


Divisional  Council  X 
Total  Revenue 


*  For  Twelve  Moia* 
t  For  Five  Month'" 
J  For  the  years  er  d 


|.3> 


APPENDIX  A. 


c>alities  and  the  Divisional  Council  for  the  5  Tears  ended  31st  December,  1901  including  Receipts 
laterworks  during  1900  and  1901 . 


1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Totals. 

niary  Expenditure  exclu- 
te  of  Payments  re  Water 
ft pply  ( except  cost  of 
■tering  Streets)  or  Elec- 
Lighting  ( except  cost 
o  Street  Lamps). 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

i]  Town 

102,400 

12 

5 

110.277 

15 

3 

139,853 

9 

5 

170,474 

18 

11 

165,994 

5 

11 

689,001 

i 

11 

rm  and  Sea  Point 

6.972 

12 

4 

10,442 

8 

5 

11.416 

14 

10 

13,668 

15 

l 

20,470 

15 

0 

62,971 

6 

2 

h  dstock 

6,188 

12 

*7 

6.838 

9 

4 

10,700 

18 

8 

12,326 

13 

1 

34,816 

14 

0 

70,871 

*7 

8 

aland 

*486 

14 

6 

*535 

5 

5 

*782 

17 

6 

*968 

1 

6 

f345 

19 

3 

3,118 

18 

2 

obray 

5,220 

2 

8 

7,749 

19 

9 

6,666 

15 

10 

9,017 

4 

l 

11,902 

1 

4 

40,556 

3 

8 

o  lebosch 

6,159 

10 

4 

8,248 

11 

8 

7,526 

4 

8 

9,456 

2 

7 

10,631 

12 

2 

42,022 

1 

5 

[ajmont 

10,790 

0 

3 

10,747 

15 

9 

11,416 

16 

11 

11.987 

t 

4 

17,509 

9 

5 

62,451 

3 

8 

r;iberg 

5,367 

15 

11 

7,865 

2 

1 

6,903 

8 

11 

9,285 

12 

9 

15,035 

1 

9 

44,457 

1 

5 

liter  Supply  Payments. 

143,586 

1 

0 

162,705 

7 

8 

195,267 

6 

9 

237,184 

9 

10 

276,705 

18 

10 

1,015.449 

4 

1 

25,498 

8 

2 

25,867 

12 

6 

33.396 

4 

4 

51,867 

3 

10 

64,734 

10 

6 

201,363 

19 

4 

l'i  Town 

h  dstock 

3,551 

19 

i 

3,672 

17 

8 

4,212 

10 

11 

7.581 

9 

2 

11,008 

9 

4 

30,027 

6 

2 

!c  bray 

* 

2,361 

14 

9 

5,226 

14 

0 

7,588 

8 

9 

o  lebosch 

.  , 

2,361 

14 

10 

5,226 

13 

11 

7,588 

8 

9 

ksmont 

2,361 

14 

10 

5,226 

14 

0 

7,588 

8 

10 

/iberg 

3,273 

9 

3 

3,672 

15 

3 

3,946 

5 

10 

4,881 

3 

7 

5,138 

11 

8 

20,912 

5 

7 

Eitric  Lighting  Payments. 

32,323 

16 

6 

33,213 

5 

5 

41,555 

1 

1 

71,415 

1 

0 

96,561 

13 

5 

275,068 

17 

5 

10,947 

14 

9 

16,079 

10 

5 

20,212 

15 

11 

28,618 

7 

2 

33,278 

5 

9 

109,136 

14 

0 

a »  Town 

Totals  of  the  above. 
ai  Town 

138,846 

15 

4 

152,224 

18 

2 

193,462 

9 

8 

250.960 

9 

11 

264,007 

2 

2 

999,501 

15 

•> 

o 

rrn  and  Sea  Point 

6,972 

12 

4 

10,442 

8 

5 

11,416 

14 

10 

13,668 

15 

7 

20,470 

15 

0 

62,971 

6 

2 

7  (dstock 

9,740 

11 

8 

10,511 

7 

0 

14.913 

9 

7 

19,908 

2 

3 

45,825 

3 

4 

100,898 

13 

10 

[(land 

*486 

14 

6 

*535 

5 

5 

*782 

17 

6 

*968 

1 

6 

f345 

19 

3 

3,118 

IS 

2 

[(bray 

5,220 

2 

8 

7,749 

19 

9 

6,666 

15 

10 

11.378 

18 

10 

17,128 

15 

4 

48,144 

12 

5 

(Ciebosch 

6,159 

10 

4 

8,248 

1  1 

8 

7,526 

4 

8 

11,817 

17 

5 

15,858 

6 

1 

49,610 

10 

2 

hemont 

10,790 

0 

3 

10,747 

11,537 

15 

9 

11,416 

16 

1  1 

14,348 

16 

2 

22,736 

3 

5 

70,039 

12 

6 

riberg 

8,641 

5 

2 

17 

4 

10,849 

14 

9 

14,166 

16 

4 

20,173 

13 

5 

65,369 

7 

0 

Ordinary  Expenditure . 

186,857 

12 

3 

211,998 

3 

6 

257,035 

3 

9 

337,217 

18 

0 

406,545 

18 

0 

1,399,654 

15 

6 

1,387 

17 

7 

2,564 

M) 

6 

2,592 

1 

5 

5,851 

8 

5 

9,304 

19 

7 

21,700 

17 

6 

kc  Bay 

iimstown 

1,347 

8 

* 

2,328 

6 

2 

2,062 

19 

3 

2,008 

1 

6 

6,700 

18 

6 

14,447 

13 

6 

\ater  Supply  Payments. 

2,735 

5 

8 

4,892 

16 

8 

4,655 

0 

8 

7.859 

9 

11 

16,005 

18 

1 

36,148 

11 

0 

f :  Pay 

.  , 

93 

2 

11 

219 

l 

4 

312 

10 

3 

hinstown 

61 

17 

10 

70 

19 

4 

255 

19 

0 

249 

10 

4 

338 

12 

0 

976 

18 

6 

Totals  of  the  above. 

K:  Bay 

61 

17 

10 

70 

19 

4 

255 

19 

0 

342 

13 

3 

557 

19 

4 

1,289 

8 

9 

1,387 

17 

7 

2,564 

10 

6 

2,592 

1 

5 

5  944 

11 

4 

9,524 

6 

11 

22,013 

i 

9 

a  instown 

1,409 

5 

11 

2,399 

5 

6 

2.318 

18 

3 

2.257 

11 

10 

7,039 

10 

6 

15,424 

12 

0 

2,797 

3 

6 

4,963 

16 

0 

4,910 

19 

8 

8,202 

3 

2 

16,563 

17 

5 

37,437 

19 

9 

i  sional  Council  J 

3U,180 

6 

10 

30,439 

13 

3 

44.415 

0 

4 

36.407 

9 

1 

37,964 

14 

6 

179,407 

4 

0 

'OTAL  EXPENDITURE  .  . 

219,835 

2 

7 

247,401 

12 

9 

306,361 

3 

9 

381.827 

10 

3 

461,074 

9 

11 

1,616,499 

19 

3 

- 


e  led  31st  July  in  each  year, 
c  l  31st  December,  1901. 

>  h  June  in  each  rear. 

I  J 


32 

4  at 


Summary  of  the  Statements  of  Ordinary  Revenue  and  Expenditure  (Exclusive  of  Water  Supp] 


Green 

Maitland. 

Cape  To 

wn. 

and 

Woodstock. 

(Five  months 

Mowbray. 

Sea  Point. 

only.) 

Receipts. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

a. 

£ 

s. 

a. 

Eire  Brigade  .  . 

1,039 

8 

U 

Bates  :  Owners’ 

138.295 

7 

10 

13,346 

12 

4 

10.712 

[  3 

5 

579 

3 

3 

5,656 

[5 

/ 

,,  Tenants’ 

1,201 

3 

0 

Taxes  :  Dog,  &c. 

Licences  and  Fees 

415 

10 

0 

136 

10 

0 

82 

12 

6 

35 

10 

0 

81 

5 

0 

1,538 

1 

8 

70 

0 

i 

7  5 

18 

6 

3 

3 

0 

Fines  .  . 

Bents  (including  Hall  Revenue, 

4,812 

9 

0 

110 

10 

0 

361 

7 

6 

14 

2 

6 

107 

7 

6 

Wavleaves,  &c.)  . . 

4,568 

9 

5 

113 

4 

6 

249 

0 

6 

4 

0 

0 

158 

16 

1 

Interest 

81 

6 

ii 

Tree  Planting  and  Public  Gardens 
Sales  :  Land  . . 

409 

14 

o 

399 

16 

4 

,,  Other  (Sand,  Stone,  Timber, 

Salt  Water,  &c.) 

761 

15 

9 

7 

16 

0 

2,523 

2 

0 

8 

2 

3 

Markets 

Contributions  from  Government  .  . 

7,517 

7 

10 

681 

12 

4 

•• 

Do.  Infectious  Diseases.  . 

3,060 

17 

5 

903 

1 

10 

3,693 

12 

1 

450 

2 

5 

Sanitary  Bemovals :  Night-soil 

450 

0 

0 

74 

0 

0 

299 

12 

0 

,,  Slops 

,,  Refuse 

1,100 

8 

0 

Washhouses 

Miscellaneous 

Contributions  and  Receipts  : — 

1,035 

13 

0 

96 

13 

9 

249 

18 

1 1 

8 

8 

9 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Water 

Special  Bates  and  Contributions, 

BoadConstruction  and  Repairs : — 

From  Divisional  Council 

2,299 

14 

0 

500 

0 

0 

From  other  Sources 

236 

6 

8 

38 

16 

3 

Part  repayment  by  Waterworks  of 

amount  spent  out  of  General 
Revenue  .  . 

20,000 

0 

0 

Payments. 

187,386 

3 

11 

16,206 

7 

5 

18,312 

4 

8 

708 

14 

3 

8,016 

11 

10 

Fire  Brigade  .  . 

6,997 

9 

9 

45 

14 

6 

Annuities 

Establishment:  Clerical  and 

102 

0 

0 

Accounting 

8,237 

4 

2 

790 

1 1 

0 

1,578 

1 

8 

424 

3 

4 

Establishment :  Engineers 

1,486 

19 

11 

1,103 

18 

0 

978 

9 

7 

337 

0 

0 

,,  Public  Health 

3,778 

0 

4 

50 

0 

0 

816 

0 

0 

320 

0 

0 

Bent  .  . 

Markets 

4,362 

2 

6 

Streets  and  Roads  :  Scavenging  .  . 

(a)  32,045 

7 

8 

1,438 

10 

10 

1,692 

16 

10 

,,  Watering 

1,671 

6 

0 

606 

7 

6 

100 

7 

7 

Lighting 

,,  Construction, 

5,004 

18 

2 

713 

17 

4 

1,048 

2 

0 

1,108 

7 

5 

Repairs  and 
Maintenance 

31,847 

7 

7 

2,965 

8 

6 

757 

15 

9 

918 

7 

10 

Miscellaneous  :  Works,  Sewerage, 

Drainage,  &c. .  . 

24,390 

8 

5 

541 

3 

2 

375 

5 

9 

(c)  146 

6 

5 

Bemovals  :  Night-soil  and  Sewerage 

1  . 

,,  Slops 

,,  Refuse 

2,928 

4 

9 

1,152 

3 

6 

Purchase  of  Land,  Quarries,  &c.  .  . 
Contributions  to  Public  Institutions, 

(ft)  6,873 

7 

10 

Hospitals,  &c. 

700 

0 

0 

Public  Functions,  Charity,  Town 

Guards,  &c. 

6,418 

19 

4 

950 

17 

9' 

100 

0 

0 

399 

0 

6 

Election  and  Polling  Expenses 

702 

1 

2 

29 

10 

2 

78 

18 

6 

16 

0 

0 

Valuation  Expenses 

921 

7 

1 

29 

3 

4 

150 

0 

0 

65 

0 

0 

Stables  and  Cart-hire 

2,601 

2 

5 

323 

3 

4 

2,989 

12 

2 

1,635 

18 

4 

Infectious  Diseases 

1,215 

12 

2 

1,350 

6 

1 

5,570 

6 

11 

860 

1 

11 

Police 

Repayment  of  Loans 

2,447 

0 

0 

1,535 

. 

15 

1 

301 

8 

5 

306 

7 

6 

Interest  on  Loans 

19,775 

10 

0 

3,268 

15 

9 

2,178 

2 

8 

1,747 

10 

5 

Interest  on  Bank  Overdraft 

3,045 

.  6 

8 

4 

12 

9 

0 

4 

6 

114 

11 

0 

Miscellaneous 

Plant  and  Live-stock  :  Renewals 

2,818 

14 

1 

863 

11 

7 

1,515 

8 

3 

11 

7 

9 

622 

7 

5 

and  Depreciation .  . 

911 

5 

1 

1,706 

2 

3 

Wash-houses  . . 

m . 

36 

3 

3 

Public  Gardens  and  Tree  Planting 
Wages  (not  allocated  to  any  parti- 

4,625 

8 

6 

65 

10 

0 

• 

cular  Services) 

• 

7,799 

12 

3 

188 

0 

7 

165,994 

5 

11 

20,470 

15 

0 

34,816 

14 

0 

345 

19 

3 

11,902 

1 

4 

Note. — *  Cape  Town  shews  Receipts  amounting  to  £242  2 
(ff.)  Includes  cost  of  removal  of  House  Refuse. 

(b)  Includes  £6,786  Os.  10d.,  re  purchase  of  Oh'phai' 

(c)  Consists  of  expenditure  on  Roads,  Public  Wor 
{(l)  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  the  Road  Inspect- 

(e)  Includes  Street  Scavenging. 

(f)  Salary  of  Waterworks  Engineer  charged  urn 

(y)  Includes  removal  of  Slops. J 


1 14).  APPENDIX  A. 

and  Electric  Lighting  rendered  by  the  Cape  Peninsula  Municipalities  for  the  Year  1901. 


Boudebosck. 

Claremont. 

Wynberg 

Total. 

Kalk  Bay 

Simon’s 

Town. 

Total. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

32 

15 

6 

31 

3 

0 

1,103 

7 

5 

0,026 

0 

7 

9,947 

1 

3 

7,178 

12 

4 

191,742 

6 

7 

3,337 

19 

2 

1,190 

8 

10 

4,528 

8 

0 

1,110 

2 

2 

1,934 

8 

7 

1,183 

19 

10 

5,432 

13 

7 

116 

10 

0 

148 

2 

0 

214 

0 

0 

1,229 

19 

6 

21 

5 

0 

55 

7 

6 

76 

12 

6 

19 

13 

0 

104 

7 

9 

73 

16 

4 

1,885 

0 

10 

172 

12 

2 

45 

16 

8 

218 

8 

10 

55 

4 

0 

169 

19 

0 

239 

16 

0 

5,870 

15 

6 

101 

7 

2 

40 

1 

0 

141 

8 

0 

445 

10 

2 

184 

14 

0 

246 

14 

9 

5,970 

9 

5 

48 

0 

0 

58 

17 

10 

106 

17 

10 

81 

6 

11 

6 

5 

0 

415 

19 

2 

360 

7 

10 

760 

4 

2 

‘  2,852 

10 

0 

2,852 

10 

0 

229 

2 

0 

27 

14 

6 

133 

16 

0 

3,691 

8 

6 

. 

, 

7,517 

7 

10 

218 

5 

4 

899 

17 

8 

816 

19 

7 

802 

13 

1 1 

507 

2 

11 

10,234 

1  1 

0 

629 

3 

6 

629 

3 

6 

1,138 

14 

9 

1,022 

0 

7 

2,984 

7 

4 

1,182 

12 

6 

344 

3 

7 

1,526 

16 

l 

8 

12 

9 

239 

16 

10 

248 

9 

7 

4 

12 

7 

1,105 

0 

7 

67 

0 

0 

67 

0 

0 

96 

4 

9 

179 

14 

0 

*275 

18 

9 

128 

3 

3 

176 

12 

4 

289 

8 

6 

1,984 

18 

6 

168 

1 1 

3 

168 

11 

3 

31 

17 

9 

31 

17 

9 

91 

2 

6 

91 

2 

6 

13 

2 

7 

13 

2 

7 

2,799 

14 

0 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

163 

11 

11 

339 

7 

6 

197 

18 

4 

976 

0 

8 

10,429 

19 

9 

15,615 

8 

7 

10,536 

4 

10 

267,241 

15 

3 

7,716 

6 

0 

2,753 

15 

3 

10,470 

1 

3 

39 

9 

3 

116 

5 

6 

7,198 

19 

0 

102 

0 

0 

•• 

•• 

560 

0 

0 

654 

0 

0 

488 

6 

7 

12,732 

9 

9 

507 

17 

0 

250 

17 

0 

758 

14 

0 

75 

0 

0 

376 

15 

6 

if)  266 

13 

4 

4,624 

16 

4 

90 

0 

0 

223 

5 

0 

313 

5 

0 

(d)  265 

0 

0 

313 

19 

5 

338 

16 

9 

5,881 

16 

6 

200 

0 

0 

149 

0 

0 

349 

0 

0 

72 

0 

0 

6 

18 

3 

78 

18 

3 

57 

0 

0 

,  , 

57 

0 

0 

4,362 

2 

6 

519 

11 

2 

(g)  1,618 

14 

9 

37,310 

1 

3 

150 

0 

0 

i9)  914 

16 

8 

1,064 

16 

8 

471 

0 

7 

547 

8 

7 

305 

5 

1 1 

3,701 

16 

2 

86 

8 

7 

20 

6 

9 

106 

15 

4 

680 

18 

8 

1,239 

2 

3 

1,325 

12 

7 

11,120 

18 

5 

126 

13 

0 

230 

15 

1 

357 

8 

1 

2,076 

8 

4 

1,855 

16 

7 

2,952 

17 

6 

43,374 

2 

1 

190 

1 

1 

473 

17 

7 

663 

18 

8 

9 

16 

3 

158 

3 

8 

1,214 

18 

2 

26,836 

1 

10 

2,734 

10 

2 

1,743 

13 

6 

4,478 

3 

8 

849 

9 

2 

1,602 

1 

8 

(1 a )  3,977 

3 

6 

6,428 

14 

4 

564 

3 

0 

313 

5 

0 

877 

8 

0 

723 

13 

6 

1,005 

2 

4 

2,880 

19 

4 

660 

0 

0 

. 

660 

0 

O 

(e)  604 

16 

0 

776 

13 

6 

4,309 

14 

3 

544 

0 

0 

544 

0 

0 

378 

14 

10 

7,252 

2 

8 

25 

0 

0 

24 

2 

3 

749 

2 

3 

•  • 

170 

10 

7 

778 

1 

10 

200 

0 

0 

9,017 

10 

0 

240 

14 

4 

240 

14 

4 

40 

19 

1 

867 

8 

11 

0 

2 

6 

0 

2 

6 

85 

0 

0 

114 

17 

6 

30 

18 

9 

1,396 

6 

8 

26 

19 

0 

• 

26 

19 

0 

1,025 

15 

11 

143 

19 

8 

8,719 

11 

10 

167 

0 

0 

167 

0 

0 

676 

0 

6 

1,020 

18 

0 

572 

14 

10 

11,266 

0 

5 

547 

1 

8 

1,828 

4 

8 

2,375 

6 

4 

227 

12 

8 

909 

0 

10 

319 

6 

2 

3  599 

10 

8 

72 

1 

9 

72 

1 

9 

195 

4 

6 

449 

10 

11 

3,091 

15 

5 

63 

7 

3 

63 

7 

3 

1,513 

12 

10 

1,096 

18 

8 

(, h )  297 

0 

10 

29,877 

11 

2 

1,286 

16 

10 

142 

8 

7 

1,429 

5 

5 

34 

1 

6 

161 

5 

0 

221 

7 

6 

4,381 

8 

11 

26 

14 

2 

26 

14 

2 

899 

2 

11 

1,030 

16 

11 

618 

18 

11 

8,380 

12 

4 

636 

13 

0 

309 

9 

10 

946 

2 

10 

100 

0 

0 

1,151 

2 

3 

3,868 

5 

1 

411 

10 

2 

10 

14 

11 

422 

5 

1 

211 

2 

11 

205 

13 

0 

452 

19 

2 

5 

10 

0 

5 

10 

0 

163 

12 

0 

4,854 

10 

6 

7,987 

12 

10 

10,631 

12 

2 

17,509 

9 

5 

15,035 

1 

9 

£276.705 

18 

10 

£9,304 

19 

7 

6,700 

18 

6 

16,005 

18 

1 

but  the  amount  is  included  in  the  Water  Receipts. 


Hoek. 

Stables,  and  General  Supplies,  particulars  unobtainable. 


Water  Supply. 

Water  Supply. 

I -ra  01  -  —  -  -- _ £ 


■■l  ■%' 

■ 
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APPENDIX  B 


WATER  CONSUMED  BY  TABLE  BAY  HARBOUR  BOARD. 


Handed  in  by  Mr.  Hammersley-Heenan,  10M  April,  1902. 


From  January,  1897,  to  December,  1901. 

(Five  Years). 


Quarter  ending 

For  Shipping  Purposes. 

For  other  Purposes. 

Gals. 

Tons. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Gals. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

31st  March,  1897 

3,994,200 

19,971 

998 

11 

0 

7,731,800 

317 

14 

10 

30tli  June,  1897 

3,882,200 

19,411 

970 

11 

0 

6,710,800 

276 

10 

10 

30th  September.  1897. 

3,422,000 

17,110 

855 

10 

0 

10,106,000 

411 

18 

7 

31st  December,  1897. . 

4,243,400 

21,217 

1,060 

17 

0 

10,831,600 

441 

10 

0 

31st  March,  1898 

3,966,800 

19,834 

991 

14 

0 

9,558,200 

398 

5 

0 

30th  June,  1898 

3,601,000 

18,005 

900 

5 

0 

11,094,000 

457 

3 

5 

30th  September,  1898. 

4,072,200 

20,361 

1,018 

1 

0 

5,306,800 

216 

6 

2 

31st  December,  1898.  . 

4,577,600 

22,888 

1,144 

8 

0 

5,336,400 

217 

10 

0 

31st  March,  1899  .. 

4,726,600 

23,633 

1,181 

13 

0 

6,896,400 

287 

6 

11 

30th  June,  1899 

4,070,600 

20,353 

1,017 

13 

0 

6,392,400 

263 

8 

6 

30th  September,  1899. 

3,249,200 

16,246 

812 

6 

0 

6,947,800 

283 

4 

0 

31st  December,  1899. . 

9,561,100 

47,805* 

2,390 

5 

6 

7,213,900 

294 

0 

1 1 

31st  March,  1900 

14,672,600 

73,363 

3,668 

3 

0 

7,854,400 

327 

5 

8 

30th  June,  1900 

14,984,500 

74,9224 

8,740 

16 

10 

4,257,700 

281 

18 

1 

30th  September,  1900. 

10,775,250 

53,876* 

6,285 

11 

3 

9,399,750 

622 

7 

0 

31st  December,  1900.  . 

10,201,700 

51,008* 

5,950 

19 

10 

6,596,300 

436 

14 

10 

31st  March,  1901 

10,513,500 

52,5674 

5,256 

15 

0 

8,737,500 

538 

12 

3 

30th  June,  1901 

11,175,800 

55,879 

5,587 

18 

0 

10,133,000 

624 

12 

10 

30th  September,  1901 . 

10,894,500 

54,4724 

5,447 

5 

0 

11,627,900 

716 

15 

8 

31st  December,  1901 . . 

10,118,600 

50,593 

5,059 

6 

0 

14,016,100 

864 

0 

1 

146,703,350 

733,516| 

59,338 

9 

5 

166,748,750 

8,277 

5 

7 

Average  per  annum — Gallons,  29,340,670 

Gallons,  33,349,750 

£  ». 

d. 

Tons. 

Gals. 

Shipping  . .  .  .  733,516* 

=  146,703,350  59,338  9 

5 

Other  purposes  . . 

166,748,750  8,277  • 

7 

10  \ 

Total 

313,452,100  67,615  14 

2  ) 

Average  per  annum  for  all  purposes- 

— Gallons,  62,690,420. 

[G.  21—1902.] 

b 

APPENDIX  C. 


EE  POET  BY  MR.  THOMAS  STEWART,  M.T.C.E.,  ON  STEENBRAS 
RIVER  WATER  SUPPLY  SCHEME. 


(Put  in  by  Mr.  Tonkin,  1 4  th  April ,  1902.,) 


St.  George’s  Chambers,  Cape  Town. 

13th  March,  1899. 

STEENBRAZEMS  RIVER  WATER  SUPPLY  SCHEME. 

Report  to  the  Municipal  Councils  of  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  on  the  feasibility  and  cost 

of  obtaining  water  from  the  Steenbrazems  River. — Thomas  Stewart,  M.  Inst.  C.E. 

General  Description. — The  Steenbrazems  River  valley  is  about  39  miles  from  Cape 
Town  measured  by  the  Main  Road  to  Caledon.  The  valley  is  bounded  on  the  North-West 
side  by  a  narrow  range  of  mountains  which  forms  a  branch  of  the  main  chain  of  the 
Hottentots  Holland  Mountains,  and  then  northward  to  the  high  mountains  known  as  the 
Sneeuwk1  p,  completely  cutting  off  the  Steenbrazems  valley  from  the  low  ground  which  lies 
to  the  north  of  Gordon’s  Bay  ;  the  boundary  at  the  north-east  end,  or  top,  of  the  valley  is 
the  watershed  line  between  the  Steenbrazems  River  and  the  Grietjes  Gat  River,  a  tributary 
of  the  Palmiet  River  ;  and  the  boundary  on  the  south-east  side  is  formed  by  the  range  of 
mountains  which  divides  the  Steenbrazems  valley  from  the  Palmiet  valley  and  of  which 
Kogel  Berg  at  the  southern  end  is  the  most  conspicuous  landmark.  The  direction  of  the 
Steenbrazems  valley  is  almost  north-east  to  south-west.  The  length  of  the  valley  from  the 
upper  end  to  the  sea  is  about  10  miles.  Starting  from  the  north-east,  or  upper  end,  of  the 
catchment  area  the  height  above  sea  level  is  about  1,400  feet.  The  ground  gradually  slopes 
from  this  watershed  until  at  a  distance  of  about  3  miles  further  down  the  valley,  almost 
opposite  the  summit  of  Sir  Lowry’s  Pass,  it  is  not  more  than  1,150  feet ,  thence  for  a  distance 
of  about  four  miles  the  fall  is  only  60  feet.  At  this  point  the  valley  spreads  out  into  a 
basin-shaped  plain,  well  adapted  for  the  storage  of  water. 

About  three-quarters  of  a  mile  further  down,  the  river  is  augmented  by  a  stream  from 
Kogel  Berg,  and  thereafter  it  falls  more  rapidly  until  at  a  point  having  an  elevation  of 
about  1,040  feet  above  the  sea  it  descends  by  a  waterfall  into  a  narrow  gorge  by  which  it 
ultimately  finds  its  way  into  the  sea  about  two  miles  distant. 

The  point  where  tbe  river  leaves  the  basin  and  enters  the  gorge  is  that  recommended 
by  me,  further  on  in  this  report,  as  offering  the  most  suitable  site  for  a  dam. 

I  have  had  the  catchment  area  above  the  proposed  site  for  the  dam  surveyed,  and  I 
find  that  it  extends  to  twenty-three  and  a  half  square  miles. 

Geologically  the  whole  of  the  catchment  area  of  the  Steenbrazems  River  and  its 
tributaries  is  occupied  by  sandstone  and  shale  belonging  to  the  Table  Mountain  sandstone 
formation.  The  strata  have  been  much  disturbed  since  they  were  originally  laid  down  and 
now  appear  broken,  cleaved  and  highly  inclined ;  in  some  instances,  as  in  the  range  which 
divides  the  valley  from  the  low  country  near  Gordon’s  Bay,  they  stand  quite  vertical. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  strata  where  these  are  shown  in  the  stream  beds  and 
ravines,  as  well  as  on  the  steep  slopes  above  Gordon’s  Bay,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  they 
can  be  r  elied  upon  to  afford  the  necessary  water  tightness  to  the  reservoir. 

The  surface  features  of  the  Steenbrazems  catchment  area  on  the  left  side  of  the  stream 
consist  principally  of  low  rounded  promontories  and  steep  rocky  slopes  and  on  the  right 
side  of  the  stream  of  a  narrow  slope  about  four  miles  long  surmounted  with  a  steep  rocky 
crest. 

The  Steenbrazems  River  is  very  sluggish,  and  contains  numerous  pools  or  lagoons. 
The  banks  are  composed  of  peat  and  black  earth,  and  they  are  covered  with  thick  fringes 
of  Palmiet,  which  give  a  deep  brown  colour  to  the  water.  The  Kogel  Berg  stream,  on  the 
contrary,  is  a  swift  flowing  stream,  and  its  banks  are  quite  free  from  Palmiet,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  water  h  much  clearer  and  brighter.  If  subsequent  investigation  should  prove 
chat  the  Kogel  stream  alone  is  capable  of  yielding  all  the  water  required,  it  may  be  worth 
considering  whether  the  water  of  the  Steenbrazems  River  proper  should  not  be  excluded 
from  thn  reservoir,  at  any  rate  in  summer. 

Quantity  of  water  available. — Immediately  on  my  receiving  authority  to  proceed  with  the 
necessary  investigation  of  the  scheme,  steps  were  taken  to  erect  two  measuring  gauges  : — 
One  in  the  Steenbrazems  River  about  1,040  feet  above  the  sea,  near  what  appeared  to  be 
the  most  suitable  site  for  a  dam,  and  one  in  the  Kogel  Berg  stream  some  distance  above 
1  ere  r  joins  the  Steenbrazems  River.  The  erection  of  the  gauge  in  the  Steenbrazems 
R:  v-  as  completed  on  the  2nd  February,  and  the  erection  of  that  in  the  Kogel  Berg  stream 
on  the  16tu  of  the  same  month.  The  results  obtained  from  these  gauges  are  shewn  on 
Annexure  A. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  on  the  3rd  of  February,  the  day  on  which  the  first  gaugings  were 
obtained  from  the  Steenbrazems  gauge,  the  flow  was  3,730,000  gallons  per  24  hours.  Again, 
on  the  20th  February,  by  which  time  the  Kogel  stream  gauge  was  in  use,  a  flow  equal  to 
1,140,000  gallons  per  24  hours  was  obtained  in  tho  Ivogel  Berg  stream,  while  the  gauge  in 
the  Steenbrazems  River  which  was  observed  about  the  same  hour,  showed  only  a  small 
increase. 

As  i  o  rain  fell  iu  the  main  valley  it  is  evident  that  the  small  increase  registered  on  the 
Steenbrazems  gauge  came  from  the  Kogel  Berg  stream,  and  that  the  whole  increase  had  not 
reached  the  former  when  the  reading  on  the  gauge  was  taken. 

These  results  prove  that  the  Kogel  stream  is  frequently  replenished  by  rains  which  do 
not  extend  to  the  Steenbrazems  River  itself,  or  if  they  do,  they  are  too  light  to  add  to  the 
volume  of  the  stream.  It  may  therefore  be  concluded  that  the  Kogel  Berg  tributary  is 
comparatively  more  valuable  in  the  summer  time  than  the  main  stream. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  which  has  flowed  off  the  catchment  area  of  23.1-  square 
miles  since  the  3rd  February  is  30,850,000  gallons. 

The  flow  of  the  river  at  present  has  fallen  to  300,000  g  i lions  per  24  hours. 

The  present  season  has  been  specially  favourable  for  the  springs  and  mountain  streams 
of  tho  Peninsula,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Stesnbrazem’s  River  and  its  tributaries  have 
benefited  to  some  extent  also. 

It  is  extremely  probable  that  had  the  present  dry  season  been  as  dry  as  the  season  of 
1894-5,  1895-6,  and  1896-7,  the  quantity  of  water  which  would  have  run  off  would  have  been 
considerably  less. 

It  is  evident  from  the  gaugings  that  the  natural  flow  of  the  Steenbrazems  River  in 
summer  cannot  be  depended  upon  to  yield  an  adequate  or  reliable  supply,  therefore 
recourse  must  be  had  to  storing  the  rainfall. 

There  are  no  statistics  available  for  the  Steenbrazems  Valley,  because  until  last  month 
no  rain  gauges  had  been  in  use,  therefore  the  rainfall  must  be  estimated  from  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  returns  from  stations  where  the  clima  ic  and  physical  conditions  are  similar  to 
those  of  the  Steenbrazems  Valley.  Annexure  B.  gives  the  returns  for  the  six  wet  months 
and  the  six  dry  months  at  four  stations  in  the  Peninsula,  and  at  Somerset  West  and  Houw 
Hoek,  two  stations  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Steenbrazems  Valley. 

Somerset  West  is  950  feet  below  the  lowest  portion  of  the  catchment  area  of  the 
Steenbrazems  Valley,  and  six  miles  distant.  Houw  Hoek  is  90  feet  below  and 
15  miles  distant.  Except  that  the  wet  months  at  these  stations  agree  with  the  wet 
months  at  the  stations  in  the  Peninsula,  there  is  nothing  in  the  returns  from  these 
stations  which  is  applicable  to  the  Steenbrazems  Valley.  The  bare  precipitous  slope 
of  the  Steenbrazems  catchment  area  furrowed  by  numerous  watercourses,  the  state 
oi  the  ground  after  rains,  the  size  and  conditions  oc  the  river  bel,  and  the  extent  to  which 
the  stream  like  that  from  the  Kogel  Berg  is  increased  by  mist  and  light  rains,  dll  indicate 
the  conditions  in  the  Steenbrazems  catchment  area  are  closely  allied  to  those  which  prevail 
on  Table  Mountain  and  the  mountainous  portions  of  the  Cape  Peninsula. 

Taking  the  three  driest  consecutive  years  in  the  Peninsula  since  1881  (the  year  on 
which  the  first  rain  gauge  was  er-ected  on  Table  Mountain)  viz. :  1894,  1895,  and  1896,  the 
annual  amount  registered  at  the  following  stations  were  : — 


1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

Table  Mountain  Waai-Kopje  Gauge  . . 

54 ' 35 

58-77 

52 "  76 

Wynberg-  Reservoirs 

Tokai 

47-39 

49-48 

38  89 

38-17 

35-11 

— 

Simon’s  Town 

22  04 

20-47 

23-57 

The  quantities  which  fell  during  the  six  “  wet”  months  and  the 

six  “dry” 

months 

these  years  were  as  follows  : — 

SIX  WET  MONTHS. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

Table  Mountain  Waai-Kopje  Gauge  .  . 

37-77 

43-47 

3713 

Wynberg  Reservoir 

34-50 

37  ■  83 

25-26 

Tokai 

26-91 

26-99 

19-68 

Simon’s  Town 

15-05 

14-79 

15-39 

SIX  DRY  MONTHS. 

1894-5. 

1895-6. 

1896-7. 

Table  Mountain  Waai-Kopje  Gauge  .  . 

1615 

19-74 

13-80 

Wynberg  Reservoir 

12-47 

17-13 

11-22 

Tokai 

10-70 

b "  59 

Simon’s  Town  . .  . . 

7-36 

8-43 

7  •  60 

The  proportion  of  the  rainfall  which  ran  off  the  catchment  area  of  the  Table  Mountain 
Reservoir  during  these  years  was  carefully  observed.  It  was  found  to  vary  greatly  with 
the  character  of  the  fall  and  length  of  time  which  elapsed  between  two  rains,  but  taking 
the  ratio  of  the  discharge  to  the  whole  of  the  rainfall  for  each  of  the  “  wet  ’’  periods  of  the 
dry  years  they  were  found  to  agree  very  closely.  Judging  from  the  results  so  obtained,  I 
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have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  at  least  three-fifths  of  the  ^rainfall  in  the  Steenbrazems 
valley  will  be  available  during  the  months  of  April,  May,  June,  July,  August  and  September 
of  the  years  like  1894,  1895  and  1896. 

Consequently,  taking  the  catchment  area  at  23^  square  miles  and 'the  average  rainfall 
at  approximately  30  inches  for  the  six  “  wet  ”  months,  the  total  amount  of  water  which  will 
run  off  may  be  put  at  6,000,000,000  gallons. 

Quantity  of  Water  to  be  Provided. — One  of  the  most  important  questions  to  be  decided  by 
the  Municipal  Councils  concerned  before  any  works  can  be  designed  is  the  quantity  of 
water  to  be  provided  in  the  first  instance. 

I  understand  that  the  present  population  of  the  united  Municipalities  is  about  14,000. 
Allowing  for  an  increase  of  6,000,  which  will  bring  the  population  up  to  20,000,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  a  supply  of  600,000  gallons  per  twenty-four  hours  will  be  ample  for 
such  a  population.  This  quantity  of  water  could  be  easily  .^supplied  for  several 
years  to  come  from  the  existing  sources  of  Cape  Town  and  Wynberg,  consequently,  unless 
the  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  Councils  have  in  view  the  inauguration  of  a  scheme  which 
can  ultimately  be  extended  so  as  to  provide  for  a  large  supply  in  future  when  the  local 
sources  are  exhausted,  I  consider  there  is  no  occasion  to  go  to  such  a  distant  source  as  the 
Steenbrazems  River. 

The  total  consumption  of  Cape  Town  and  Southern  Suburbs  at  present  is  between  three 
and  a  quarter  and  three  and  a  half  millions  per  day.  In  ten  or  twelve  years  hence  the 
demand  for  water  will  probably  be  somewhat  in  excess  of  double  of  what  it  is  now — say 
eight  million  gallons  a  day.  Cape  Town  and  Wynberg  can  meet  all  the  increase  which 
they  will  require  up  to  the  end  of  that  period  from  their  existing  sources,  but  it  may  be 
accepted  beyond  question  that  the  other  suburbs  cannot.  Any  scheme,  therefore,  entitled 
to  their  consideration  should  enable  them  to  procure  in  the  first  instance  not  less  than  two 
millions  per  day,  and  be  so  arranged  as  to  afford  means  for  large  subsequent  extensions. 

If,  before  any  works  are  started,  a  definite  understanding  is  arrived  at  whereby  the 
other  public  bodies  in  the  district,  including  the  Corporation  of  Cape  Town,  agree  to  join  in 
the  project  at  som9  future  date,  then  I  would  recommend  as  an  alternative  that  the  supply 
in  the  first  instance  be  four  millions  per  day,  and  that,  as  before,  there  be  means  for  a  large 
extension. 

Storage  capacity  of  Reservoir. — The  site  of  the  storage  reservoir  is  shewn  on  drawings 
Nos.  1  and  2.  In  attempting  to  fix  the  boundaries  of  the  farm  diagrams  I  found  that  there 
was  much  doubt  as  regards  their  positions,  and  that  it  would  take  too  long  to  make  the 
surveys  necessary  to  enable  the  correct  boundaries  to  be  determined.  My  survey  is,  therefore, 
confined  to  the  correct  surveying  and  levelling  of  the  topographical  features  and  to 
contouring  the  valley  for  a  height  of  80  feet  above  the  proposed  outlet,  or  1,130  feet  above 
sea  level.  The  following  table  gives  the  capacity  of  the  reservoir  at  different  heights  :  — 


Above  sea  level 
at  Cape  Town. 

Above 

Stream. 

Contents  in  Gallons. 

Area  in 

Acres. 

1,080  ft. 

40  ft. 

225,000,000 

82 

1,090  ft. 

50  ft. 

615,000,000 

227 

1,100  ft. 

60  ft. 

1,408,000,000 

334 

1,110  ft. 

70  ft. 

2,498,000,000 

467 

1,120  ft. 

80  ft. 

4,016,000,000 

648 

1,130  ft. 

90  ft. 

6,000,000,000 

827 

General  Features  of  Proposed  Works. — As  the  works  embraced  in  tbe  alternative  schemes 
referred  to  above  only  differ  in  magnitude  and  details  of  construction,  it  will  be  con¬ 
venient  to  give  the  general  features  before  dealing  with  the  capacity  and  cost  of  each 

The  dam  for  impounding  the  water  in  the  reservoir  will  be  built  of  masonry  in  cement 
mortar.  The  foundations  will  be  carried  into  the  rock  in  the  bottom,  and  at  both  ends 
until  a  reliable  water-tight  foundation  is  reached.  From  the  pits  already  sunk  this  appears 
to  be  at  a  depth  of  12  feet.  The  dam  will  be  capable  of  impounding  the  quantity  of  water 
required  for  consumption,  together  with  that  which  will  be  required  to  make  good  the  loss 
by  evaporation  and  percolation. 

The  v  ater  for  use  in  the  suburbs  will  be  drawn  off  by  an  outlet  tower  with  sluice 
valves  for  draining  off  the  water  at  various  heights,  thence  the  water  will  be  led*by  means 
of  a  tunnel  through  the  dividing  mountain  range  to  a  [point  about  a  mile  south  of  the 
hamlet  of  Gordon’s  Bay,  and  from  the  mouth  of  the  tunnel  the  water  will  be  led  in  a 
comparatively  small  pipe  to  a  break  pressure  tank  situated  at  a  level  of  about  600  feet 
above  sea  level,  thence  in  a  much  larger  and  stronger  pipe  via  Somerset  West  Strand,  the 
Main  Road,  via  the  Railway  Station  to  where  the  public  road  crosses  the  Eerste  River  : 
from  this  point  the  main  pipe  will  be  laid  in  as  direct  ^a  line  as  possible,  or  as  may  be 
arranged,  across  the  flats  to  a  point  ou  the  slopes  above  Rondebosch  or  Mowbray. 

At  the  Rondebosch  end  there  will  be  filter  beds  and  a  service  reservoir,  placed  at  an 
elevation  of  about  3-i>0  feet,  capable  of  dealing-with  the  quantity  of  water  which  the  main 
is  designed  to  deliver. 
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The  smaller  scheme  of  supply,  as  already  stated,  should  be  capable  of  yielding  two 
million  gallons  per  24  hours.  The  capacity  of  the  reservoir  to  supply  this  throughout  the 
dry  season  together  with  the  necessary  surplus  for  contingencies  should  be  370  million 
gallons. 

The  dam  will  be  48  feet  high  measured  from  the  bed  of  the  stream,  and  228  yards 
long.  The  dam  ah  iuld  be  mile  broad  enough  at  the  base  to  enable  it  to  be  raised 
so  as  to  store  the  necessary  quantity  to  yield  at  least  4  million  gallons  per  day.  The 
quantity  of  masonry  in  it  is  much  increased  thereby  and  consequently  the  cost,  blit  it  would  be 
sheer  waste  of  money  to  construct  the  dam  of  a  less  section. 

The  outlet  works  and  tunnel  will  be  about  the  same  dimensions  whatever  the  capacity 
of  the  works. 

The  pipes  will  be  1 8  inches  in  internal  diameter.  This  will  not  allow  a  large  margin 
for  corrosion,  but  as  the  demand  will  have  exceeded  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  pipes  by 
the  time  it  becomes  materially  corroded,  a  duplicate  main  will  be  required,  consequently  a 
large  margin  need  not  be  given  in  the  first  instance.  The  cost  of  the  works  will  be  : — 


Reservoir,  dam  and  outlet  works 
Main  line 

Filter  beds  and  Service  reservoir 
Engineering  and  contingencies 


..  £80,400 
..  180,200 
. .  27,000 

. .  28,700 


£310,300 


Say— £320,000. 

The  alternative  scheme  of  supply  is  simply  an  extension  of  the  dam  provided  in  the 
preceding  one,  so  as  to  enable  it  to  impound  900  million  gallons,  equal  to  a  supply  of  four 
million  gallons  per  day  throughout  the  dry  season,  the  substitution  of  a  24  inch  main  in 
place  of  the  18  inch  main,  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  filter  beds  and  service 
reservoir. 

The  dam  will  be  57  feet  high  and  230  yards  long. 

The  cost  of  the  works  will  be  : — 


Reservoir,  dam  and  outlet  works 

.  .  £85,600 

Main  line 

..  293,100 

Filter  beds  and  service  reservoir 

43,000 

Engineering  and  contingencies 

42,100 

£463,800 

Say— £465,000. 


If  before  the  works  are  begun  it  is  clearly  established  that  the  other  public  bodies  are 
prepared  to  join  in  a  general  scheme  of  fairly  ample  dimensions,  then  I  would  recommend 
that  the  base  of  the  dam  be  made  wide  enough,  in  the  first  instance,  to  admit  of  its  being 
raised  so  as  to  cope  with  all  the  water  available  in  a  dry  year.  Until  statistics  are  obtained 
throughout  the  whole  of  a' wet  season  it  is  impossible,  however,  for  me  to  arrive  at  what 
this  height  should  be,  and  therefore  an  estimate  would  be  mere  guess  work. 

The  estimates  do  not  include  the  cost  of  land,  way-leaves,  legal  or  Parliamentary 
expenses. 

The  principal  items  constituting  the  work  embraced  in  the  scheme  are  the  rock  excava¬ 
tion  for  the  dam,  the  masonry  in  the  dam  itself,  the  driving  of  the  tunnel,  the  cast  iron 
pipes  and  the  laying  and  jointing  of  the  same.  The  pits  already  sunk  shew  that  the  excava¬ 
tion  must  be  taken  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  below  the  surface  in  order  to  secure  a  reliable  and 
watertight  foundation.  It  may  be  that  on  sinking  additional  pits,  bad  places  will  be  met  with, 
but  as  no  evidence  of  these  has  been  obtained  so  far,  I  have  not  estimated  for  them.  In 
estimating  the  cost  of  the  masonry  in  the  dam  1  have  taken  cement  at  8s.  per  cask  free  on 
board  in  England  and  cast  iron  pipes  at  £7  10s.  per  Colonial  ton  delivered  on  the  ground. 
These  prices  are  slightly  in  excess  of  those  prevailing  at  present,  but,  as  cement  and  cast 
iron  pipes  have  risen  considerably  during  the  last  few  years,  and  as  it  is  impossible  to  say 
whether  they  will  continue  to  rise  or  not,  it  is  desirable  to  give  a  margin. 

Recommendation. — I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Steenbrazems  Valley  offers  a  good  source 
for  obtaining  a  large  supply  of  water,  that  a  scheme  is  quite  feasible,  and  that  the  cost  of 
the  water  will  be  comparatively  moderate  provided  that  the  land  can  be  obtained  at  a 
reasonable  cost,  and  that  provision  is  made  for  storing,  conveying  and  disposing  of  not  less 
than  two  million  gallons  a  day. 

In  the  event  of  the  project  being  adopted  I  have  of  course  assumed  that  the  Municipal 
Councils  concerned  become  the  proprietors  by  agreement  or  arbitration  of  all  the  land 
within  the  catchment  area,  and  that  effectual  measures  will  be  taken  to  secure  the  prevention 
from  pollution  by  the  grazing  of  cattle  or  otherwise. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  STEWART,  M.I-w.  C.E, 
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COPY.  12,  Wale  Street, 

13th  March,  1899. 

Thomas  Stewart,  Esq.,  C.E., 

Cape  Town. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  you  I  have  connected  the 
proposed  dam  on  the  Steenbras  River  with  the  boundary  of  the  farm  owned  by  Mr. 
Stanford.  Particulars  of  this  connection  are  shown  on  the  accompanying  tracing  marked 
“A.” 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  I  consider  such  proposed  dam  to  be  entirely 
on  Crown  Land,  as  shown  by  my  survey,  and  that  Kogel  Bay  farm  does  not  extend 
eastward  of  the  range  of  high  barren  hills  as  shown  on  tracing. 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  T.  NISBET  ROBERTS, 

Government  Land  Surveyor. 


ANNEXURE  A. 

STEENBRAZEMS  RIVER  WATER  SUPPLY  SCHEME. 

Gauging  of  Streams. 


Gaugings  in  Gallons  per  24  Hours. 


Date,  1899. 

Steenbrazems  River. 

Kogel  Stream,  tributary  of 
Steenbrazems  River. 
Quantity  included  in  flow  of 
Steenbrazems  River. 

3rd  Februarv 

3,730,000 

4  th  ,, 

2,790,000 

5  th 

1,670,000 

6  th 

1,670,000 

7th 

2,138,000 

8tli  ,, 

1,730,000 

9th  ,, 

1,462,000 

10th 

1,130,000 

11th 

968,000 

12th 

832,000 

. . 

13th  ,, 

740,000 

14th 

696,000 

15th 

656,000 

16th  „ 

616,000 

17th 

580,000 

244,000 

18th  ,, 

580,000 

254,000 

19tli  ,, 

580,000 

298,000 

20th  ,, 

968,000 

1,140,000 

21st  ,, 

968,000 

748,000 

22nd  ,, 

696,000 

484,000 

23rd  ., 

596,000 

236,000 

24  th 

408,000 

204,000 

25th 

380,000 

204,000 

26th 

352,000 

204,000 

27th 

352,000 

204,000 

28th  „ 

328,000 

190,000 

1st  March 

328,000 

164,000 

2nd  ,, 

284,000 

138,000 

3rd  ,, 

264,000 

138,000 

4th  ,, 

328,000 

228,000 

5  th 

328,000 

190,000 

6th  ,, 

300,000 

164,000 

7  th 

272,000 

150,000 

8th  ,, 

252,000 

138,000 

9th  ,, 

272,000 

176,000 

10th 

300,000 

176,000 

11th  „ 

300,000 

176,000 

Note  —  On  the  20th  February  rain  of  the  previous  night  had  increased  the  flow  of  the 

Kogel  Stream.  This  increased  flow  had  not  reached  the  Steenbras  River  gauge  when 
observations  were  taken, 
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ANNEXURE  B. 

STEENBRAZEMS  RIVER  WATER  SUPPLY  SCHEME. 


Summary  of  Rainfall  at  four  Stations  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  and  two 
Stations  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Steenbrazems  Valley  during  the  six  wet 
months. 


April,  May,  June,  July,  August,  September. 


Year. 

T.  M.  Res. 

Wynlierg. 

Tokai, 

Simon’s 

Town. 

Houw  Hoek. 

Somerset 

West. 

1881 

22-39 

19-53 

1882 

4244 

20-81 

14-60 

1883 

50-60 

,  , 

30'65 

20-03 

1884 

39  74 

,  , 

25-86 

,  , 

18-66 

1885 

43-78 

,  , 

20-83 

19-35 

1886 

36-40 

23-48 

20-46 

.  , 

,  . 

1887 

33-67 

•  * 

20-40 

1903 

14-92 

13-53 

1888 

64-74 

43-36 

35-05 

24-54 

19-34 

1889 

47-11 

31-76 

23-10 

1890 

41-23 

.  . 

30-06 

25-35 

18-17 

1891 

52-92 

32-61 

25"65 

16-04 

1892 

59-27 

48-94 

30-70 

25-53 

1893 

43-21 

20-70 

17-29 

.  , 

1894 

37-77 

34-50 

26-91 

15-05 

11-96 

10-66 

1885 

43-47 

37-83 

26-99 

14-79 

1454 

16-85 

1896 

37-13 

25"26 

19-68 

15-39 

10-63 

13-73 

1897 

51-28 

40-33 

26-03 

18-05 

10-06 

14-38 

1898 

•  • 

40-83 

38*66 

29-42 

18-78 

21-26 

Six  Months  dry. 


October,  November,  December,  January,  February,  March. 


Year. 

T.  M.  Res. 

Wynbery;. 

Tokai.  ^ 

Simon’s 

Town. 

Houw  Hoek. 

Somerset 

West. 

1881-2  .. 

12-53 

6-80 

3-72 

1882-3  .. 

17-26 

.  , 

9-45 

•  , 

7-49 

1883-4  .. 

10-99 

,  , 

5-95 

.  , 

3-39 

1884-5  .. 

20-80 

13-31 

6-39 

1885-6  .. 

19-15 

.  , 

7-78 

4-69 

1886-7  .. 

15-19 

8-33 

8-79 

5-31 

6  44 

1887-8  .. 

18-01 

9-13 

6-92 

6*67 

5-09 

1888-9  .  . 

15  47 

9-97 

8-83 

4-57 

4-29 

1889-0  .  . 

14-48 

6-33 

5-79 

2-97 

2-72 

1890-1  .. 

14-34 

8-77 

7-86 

4-95 

1891-2  .. 

13  75 

6-13 

4-68 

7-58 

1892-3  . . 

16-85 

s-11 

5-97 

1893-4  .. 

12-89 

12-87 

6-12 

10-23 

1904-5  .. 

16-15 

12-47 

10-70 

7-36 

5"66 

5-03 

1895-6  .. 

19-74 

17-13 

8-43 

7-57 

5-41 

1896-7  .. 

13-80 

11-22 

6-59 

7-60 

3-39 

5-53 

1897-8  .. 

16-37 

10-50 

10-51 

9*89 

7-50 

COPY. 


St.  George’s  Chambers,  Cape  Town, 
27th  March,  1899. 


The  Town  Clerk, 

Rondebosch. 


Dear  Sir, 


Steenbrazems  River  Water  Supply  Scheme. 


I  beg  to  enclose  the  following  returns  in  connection  with  the  above  : — 

Return  shewing  rainfall  in  the  Steenbrazems  Valley  between  February  3rd 
and  March  25th,  1899. 

Return  shewing  gaugings  of  streams  in  the  Steenbrazems  Valley  between 
March  12th  and  March  24th,  1899. 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  THOMAS  STEWART. 


STEENBRAZEMS  RIVER  WATER  SUPPLY  SCHEME. 


Return  shewing  rainfall  from  four  rain  gauges  in  the  Steenbrazems  Valley. 


Dale. 

No.  1  Gauge 
at  Camp. 

No.  2  on  ridge  near 
Kogel  Berg. 

No.  3  opposite  to 
Sir  Lowry’s  Pass  on 
South  Side  of 
Steenbrazems  Valley. 

No.  4  North  Side  of 
Steenbrazems 
Valley  about  one 
mile  west  of  Sir 
Lowry’s  Pass. 

1899. 

Erected 

Erected 

Erected 

Erected 

February  1st 

February  4th 

February  6th 

February  9th 

5th  February 

0-15 

.  • 

.  . 

.  . 

7th  „ 

0-07 

19th  „ 

0-24 

0-37 

0-11 

o-io 

23rd  ,, 

nil 

0-09 

nil 

nil 

2nd  March 

0-05 

0-01 

>> 

3rd  „ 

n 

0-01 

nil 

>7 

8th  „ 

0-01 

>> 

J7 

15th  „ 

o-oi 

>7 

20th  „ 

0-03 

0  04 

0  •  §2 

23rd  „ 

1-26 

1-47 

0-90 

0-89 

COPY. 


The  Municipal  Clerk, 

Rondebosch. 


St.  George’s  Chambers,  Cape  Town, 
9th  June,  1899. 

Steenbrazems  River  Water  Supply  Scheme. 


Dear  Sir, 

As  requested  by  the  Mayor,  I  beg  to  enclose  a  return  shewing  gaugings  of  the 
stream  in  the  Steenbrazems  Valley  between  March  12th  and  June  2nd,  1899. 


Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  THOMAS  STEWART. 
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STEENBRAZEMS  RIVER  WATER  SUPPLY  SCHEME. 


Gauging  of  Streams. 
Gaugings  in  Gallons  per  24  Hours. 


Date,  1899. 

1  Steenbrazemw  River. 

1 

Kogel  Stream,  tributary  of 
Steenbrazems  River. 
Quantity  included  in  flow  of 
Steenbrazems  River. 

12th  March 

340,000 

164,000 

13th  „ 

284,000 

164,000 

14th  ,, 

272,000 

176,000 

15th  „ 

328,000 

176,000 

16th  „ 

300,000 

184,000 

17th  „ 

272,000 

176,000 

18th  „ 

252,000 

176,000 

19th  „ 

252,000 

176,000 

20th  „ 

300,000 

176,000 

21st  ,, 

328,000 

190,000 

22nd  ,, 

328,000 

176,000 

23rd  „ 

300,000 

176,000 

24th  ,, 

2,060,000 

1,336,000 

25th  „ 

1,840,000 

866,000 

26th  ,, 

900,000 

460,000 

27  th  „ 

740,000 

390,000 

28th  „ 

580,000 

290,000 

29th  ,, 

472,000 

220,000 

30th  ,, 

392,000 

290,000 

31st  ,, 

352,000 

220,000 

1st  April 

328,000 

204,000 

2nd  ,, 

300,000 

176,000 

3rd  ,, 

264,000 

164,000 

4th  „ 

252,000 

150,000 

5  th  ,, 

284,000 

190,000 

6  th  „ 

300,000 

190,000 

7  th  ,, 

352,000 

204,000 

8  th  ,, 

872,000 

436,000 

9  th  ,, 

656,000 

298,000 

10th  „ 

520,000 

220,000 

11th  „ 

-  456,000 

236,000 

12tli  „ 

408,000 

236,000 

13th  ,, 

580,000 

460,000 

14th  „ 

656,000 

380,000 

1 5th  , , 

832,000 

404,000 

16  th  „ 

5,700,000 

In  flood 

17th  ,, 

3,640,000 

1,874,000 

18th  „ 

2,060,000 

1,336,000 

19th  „ 

1,700,000 

1,120,000 

20  th  „ 

1,280,000 

830,000 

2  1  St  y  y 

1,048,000 

656,000 

22nd  „ 

924,000 

624,000 

23rd  „ 

1,000,000 

.  . 

24th  „ 

4,412,000 

2,146,000 

25th  „ 

2,360,000 

1,680,000 

26th  „ 

2,280,000 

1,530,000 

27th  „ 

5,700,000  | 

28th  „ 

5,480,000 

2,740,000 

29  th  „ 

3,700,000 

2,120,000 

30th  „ 

2,580,000 

1,530,000 

1st  May 

2,240,000 

1,200,000 

2nd  „ 

1,768,000 

900,000 

3rd  „ 

1,500,000 

748,000 

[G.  21—1902.]  e 


9 


Date,  1899. 

Steenbrazems  River. 

Kogel  Stream,  tributary  of 
Steenbrazems  River. 
Quantity  included  in  flow  of 
Steenbrazems  River. 

4th  May 

1,460,000 

714,000 

5th  ,, 

1,400,000 

686,000 

6th  ,, 

3,060,000 

2,400,000 

7th  ,, 

In  flood. 

8  th  ,, 

do. 

9th  „ 

do. 

10th  „ 

47,000,000 

do. 

11th  „ 

18,500,000 

do. 

12th  ,, 

11,000,000 

do. 

13th  ,, 

9,000,000 

2,740,000 

14th  „ 

9,000,000 

2,340,000 

15th  „ 

7,500,000 

2,206,000 

16th  ,, 

48,906.000 

In  flood. 

17  th  ,, 

53,024,000 

do. 

18th  ,, 

35,810,000 

do. 

19  th  ,, 

34,500,000 

do. 

20th  ,. 

18,500,000 

do. 

21st  ,, 

14,000,000 

do. 

22nd  „ 

12,000,000 

do 

23rd  ,, 

11,000,000 

do. 

24th  „ 

9,000,000 

•  a 

25th  „ 

9,000,000 

26th  „ 

8,250,000 

2,600,000 

27  th  ,, 

7,500,000 

2,340,000 

28th  „ 

6,850,000 

2,268,000 

29th  ,, 

6,750,000 

1,850,000 

30th  „ 

6,000,000 

1,680,000 

31st  „ 

12,552,000 

1,630,000 

1st  June 

11,645,000 

In  flood. 

2nd  „ 

48,128,000 

do. 

Note. — The  data  in  connection  with  the  flow  of  the  Riven  on  the  7th,  8th  and  9th  of  May  is 

not  available  at  present. 


STEENBRAZEMS  RIVER  WATER  SUPPLY  SCHEME. 

Supplementary  report  on  rainfall  observations  and  river  gaugings  made  during  the 
period  between  the  11th  March  and  the  30th  September,  1899.  By  T.  Stewart,  M.  inst., 
C.E.,  F.Gr.S. 

The  taking  of  rainfall  observations  and  river  gaugings  was  continued  without 
intermission  from  the  11th  March  to  the  30th  September,  1899. 

The  rain  gauges  in  use  were  those  enumerated  in  my  report  of  the  13th  of  March, 
1899,  and  the  river  gauges  were  also  the  same  up  to  the  30th  May,  but  after  this  date 
the  readings  were  taken  from  a  large  gauge  weir,  60  feet  long,  which  was  erected  for  the 
purpose  of  measuring  the  large  floods  which  were  anticipated  to  occur  during  the  wet 
season. 

Rainfall  Observations. — The  rain  gauge  at  the  Camp,  near  the  site  of  the  proposed  dam, 
was  read  regularly  every  day  at  8  a.m.,  and  additional  observations  were  taken  at  frequent 
intervals  when  rain  was  falling,  but  the  remainder  of  the  gauges  could  not  be  read 
except  at  intervals  of  several  days  owing  to  the  large  extent  and  the  rough  character  of  the 
area  over  which  they  were  scattered.  However,  with  one  exception,  they  were  usually  read 
sufficiently  often  to  enable  the  amount  of  each  important  fall  of  rain  to  be  registered.  The 
exception  was  the  gauge  on  Kogel  Berg,  which  was  in  a  very  remote  position  of  high 
altitude  and  required  a  day  to  visit  it,  moreover  the  visit  could  seldom  be  made  except  in 
clear  weather. 

All  the  gauges  were  observed  at  the  end  of  each  month.  The  result  of  these 
observations  are  shown  on  the  accompanying  table,  Annexure  A.  This  table  also  show*  the 
rainfall  registered  at  various  stations  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  and  at  Somerset  West  and 
Houw  Hoek  during  each  month  of  1899,  thereby  enabling  an  easy  comparison  to  be  made 
between  the  rainfall  in  the  Steenbrazems  catchment  area  and  the  rainfall  registered  at  the 
other  stations  enumerated. 
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Taking  the  average  rainfall  from  all  Stations  in  the  Steenbrazems  catchment  area  for 
May  and  June  (all  the  gauges  were  not  in  use  in  April)  and  comparing  it  with  the  rainfall 
registered  at  the  Table  Mountain  Dam  gauge  for  the  same  months,  the  following  results  are 
obtained  : — 

Steenbrazems  catchment  area,  average  of  6  gauges  . .  ..  .  .  10-38  inches 

Table  Mountain  Dam  gauge,  one  gauge  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  14-22  ,, 

Again,  taking  the  average  for  the  same  gauges  for  the  three  months  July,  August  and 
September,  the  results  are  as  follows  : — 

Steenbrazems  catchment  area,  average  of  6  gauges  . .  . .  ..  24-72  inches 

Table  Mountain  Dam  gauge,  1  gauge  .  .  .  .  , .  . .  . .  30-00  ,, 

It  will,  therefore,  be  seen  that  the  average  rainfall  in  the  Steenbrazems  catchment 
area  during  the  wet  season  of  1899  was  between  73  and  82-4  per  cent,  of  the  rainfall 
registered  at  the  Table  Mountain  reservoir.  It  should,  however,  be  noted  that  the  gauge 
on  the  ridge  near  Kogel  Berg  and  the  gauge  in  the  valley  below  Kogel  Berg  gave  consider¬ 
ably  higher  results  than  the  others.  I  am  of  opinion  that  these  results  apply  to  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  catchment  area  than  the  lower  results,  but  without  more  extended 
observations  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  relative  extent  of  the  area.  In  this  connection 
I  would  draw  attention  to  the  comparatively  small  rainfall  registered  on  the  summit  of 
Kogel  Berg  ;  this  mountain  is  the  highest  in  the  catchment  area,  yet  the  total  rainfall  for 
the  five  months,  May  to  September  inclusive,  is  less  than  that  recorded  for  the  same  months 
at  any  of  the  stations  occupying  very  much  lower  positions. 

Quantity  of  Water  Available. — As  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  my  report  of  the  13th 
March,  1899,  the  quantity  of  water  flowing  off  the  catchment  area  on  the  11th  of  that 
month  was  at  the  rate  of  300,000  gallons  per  day.  On  the  following  day  it  was  340,000 
gallons,  which  gradually  decreased  until  the  18th  March,  when  it  reached  252,000  gallons 
per  24  hours;  this  rate  of  flow  continued  throughout  the  19th,  but  ou  the  20th  it  rose  to 
300,000  gallons,  and  on  the  24th  to  2,060,000  gallons  per  day  owing  to  falls  of  rain; 
from  the  latter  date  the  flow  gradually  decreased  until  the  4th  of  April,  when  it  again 
reached  252,000  gallons  per  24  hours.  This  discharge  was  the  lowest  registered  on  any 
occasion  during  1899.  Rain  fell  on  the  7th  April,  causing  the  rate  of  flow  to  increase  to 
872,000  gallons  per  day,  a  rate  which  was  not  exceeded  until  the  16th,  when  a  rain  which 
fell  on  the  previous  day  caused  it  to  rise  to  5,700,000  gallons  per  day.  From  the  16th  to 
the  30th  April  the  flow  remained  above  1,000,000  gallons  per  day,  except  on  one  occasion 
when  it  fell  a  little  lower.  On  the  7th  May  one  of  the  heaviest  rains  recorded  in  the  area 
occurred.  This  produced  a  flood  which  topped  the  small  gauge,  and,  as  the  60  foot  gauge 
was  not  in  working  order  at  the  time,  it  could  not  be  measured  by  it ;  later  in  the  season, 
however,  another  flood  of  about  the  same  dimensions  occurred,  and  this  enabled  an  ap¬ 
proximate  estimate  of  the  flood  of  the  7th  May  to  be  arrived  at.  The  discharge  was  then 
found  to  have  been  approximately  500,000,000  gallons  a  day.  The  flood  fell  quickly  until 
by  the  12th  May  it  had  decreased  to  11,000,000  gallons  per  day.  The  lowest  gauging 
obtained  between  this  date  and  the  end  of  June  was  5,280,000  gallons  a  day. 

Annexure  B,  attached  to  this  report,  shows  the  river  gaugings  for  every  day  from  the 
12th  March  to  the  30th  June,  1899.  The  totals  are  as  follows  : — 


March 

April 

May 

June 


Totals  for  four  months  : — 


Gallons. 

14,120,000 

50,924,000 

1,021,830,000 

756,396,000 


..  1,843,270.000 


I  have  to  point  out  that  the  winter  rains  were  very  late  in  setting  in  last  season,  and 
that  the  rainfall  for  the  months  stated  was  much  below  the  average.  The  river  gaugings 
are  therefore  of  the  utmost  importance  in  showing  the  yield  of  the  catchment  area  in  the 
season  of  small  rainfall  and  in  indicating  the  extent  of  the  period  for  which  storage  must  be 
provided. 

I  may  mention  that  I  continued  that  taking  of  gauging  until  the  end  of  September, 
and  by  so  doing  I  secured  the  discharge  from  the  exceptionally  heavy  rains  which  occurred 
at  the  beginning  and  towards  the  end  of  August. 

St.  George’s  Chambers, 

Cape  Town. 

8th  March,  1 900. 


(Signed)  THOMAS  STEWART. 


STEENBRAZEMS  RIVER  WATER  SUPPLY  SCHEME. 
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No  return,  probably  nil. 
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ANNEXURE  R. 

STEENBRAZEMtt  RIVER  WATER  SUPPLY  SCHEME. 


Gaugings  of  Steenbrazems  River,  together  with  rainfall  registered  at  gauge 

near  proposed  Dam. 


Date,  1899. 

Rainfall. 

Inches. 

Flow  of  River 
in  Gallons 
per  24  hours. 

1st  to  11th  March 

Nil 

3,228,000 

|' 

12th  March 

340,000 

13th  „ 

284,000 

14th  „ 

272,000 

15th  ,, 

328,000 

16th  „ 

#  # 

300,000 

17th  ,, 

272,000 

18th  „ 

252,000 

19th  „ 

252,000 

20th  „ 

0-03 

300,000 

21st 

328,000 

22nd  ,, 

328,000 

23rd  „ 

1-17 

300,000 

24th  ,, 

2,060,000 

25th  ,, 

1,840,000 

26th  „ 

900,000 

27th  „ 

740,000 

28th  „ 

580,000 

29th  „ 

002 

472,000 

30th  „ 

392,000 

3l8t  ,, 

352,000 

Totals 

1  22 

14,120,000 

let  April 

328,000 

2nd  „ 

300,000 

3rd  „ 

264,000 

4th  „ 

252,000 

5  th  „ 

284,000 

6  th  „ 

,  , 

300,000 

7th  „ 

0-38 

352,000 

8th  ,, 

872,000 

9th  ,, 

•  • 

656,000 

10th  „ 

•  • 

(520,000) 

11th  ,, 

456,000 

12th  „ 

0-16 

408,000 

13th  „ 

580,000 

14th  „ 

656,000 

15th  ,, 

1-38 

832,000 

16th  „ 

5,700,000 

17th  „ 

%  , 

3,640,000 

18th  „ 

0-05 

2,060,000 

19th  „ 

.  , 

1,700,000 

20th  „ 

.  , 

1,280,000 

21st  „ 

,  . 

1,048,000 

22nd  „ 

0-05 

924,000 

23rd  „ 

1,000,000 

24  th  ,, 

,  , 

4,414,000 

25  th  ,, 

,  . 

2,360,000 

26th  ,, 

0-21 

2,280,000 

27th  ,, 

(5,700,000) 

28th  „ 

5,480,000 

29th  „ 

3,700,000 

30th  ,, 

1 

2,580,000 

Totals 

2-23 

1 

50,924,000 
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ANNEXTTKE  B. — Continued. 


Date,  1899. 

Rainfall. 

Inches. 

Flow  of  River 
in  Gallons 
per  24  hours. 

1  at  Mav 

2,240,000 

2nd  ,, 

1,768,000 

3rd  „ 

1,500,000 

4tli  ,, 

i: 

1,460,000 

5tli  „ 

0-40 

1,400,000 

6th  „ 

045 

3,060,000 

7th  ,, 

2-81 

3,260,000 

8th  ,, 

0-07 

500,000,000  ) 

Gauge  flooded 

9th  ,, 

111,500,000  j 

quantity  estimated 

1 Oth  , , 

47,000,000 

11th  „ 

18,500,000 

12th  „ 

, . 

11,000,000 

13th  ,, 

9,000.000 

14  th 

9,000,000 

15th 

0-66 

7,500,000 

16th  „ 

0-48 

48,906,000 

17th  ,, 

0  34 

53,024,000 

18th  ,, 

35,810,000 

19th 

34,500,000 

20th  ,, 

,  t 

18,500,000 

21st 

14,000,000 

22nd  ,, 

12,000,000 

23rd  „ 

11,000,000 

24th  „ 

0-03 

9,000,000 

25th  ,, 

9,000,000 

26th  „ 

8,250,000 

27th  ,, 

7,500,Ooo 

28th 

6,850,000 

29th  ,, 

6,750,000 

30th 

6,000,000 

31st  ,, 

0-43 

12,552,000 

5  67 

1,021,830,000 

1st  June 

11,790,000 

2nd  ,, 

0-66 

61,909,000 

3rd  „ 

26,215,000 

4h  „ 

16,600,000 

5  th  ,, 

11,430,000 

6th  ,, 

10,540,000 

7  th  „ 

10,200,000 

8  th  „ 

8,025,000 

9th  ,, 

6,450,000 

10th 

5,520,000 

11th  ,, 

5,520,000 

12th  „ 

5,280,000 

13th  ,, 

0-59 

5,865,000 

14th  ,, 

0-66 

83,287,000 

15  th  „ 

0-66 

68,360,000 

16th  „ 

33,750,000 

17th  ,, 

22,950,000 

18th  ,, 

0-39 

33,450,000 

19th  „ 

32  050,000 

20th  „ 

21,750,000 

21st  ,, 

0-07 

26,350,000 

22nd  ,, 

0  03 

22,650,000 

23rd  ,, 

0-48 

36,855,000 

24th  ,, 

0-16 

64.680,000 

25  th  ,, 

33,750,000 

26  th  „ 

23.100,000 

27th  ,, 

19,050,000 

28th  „ 

17,640,000 

29th  „ 

16,230,000 

30th  „ 

15,153,000 

Totals 

3'14 

756,396,000 

APPENDIX  D. 


(Laid  on  Table — 21st  Apkil,  1902.) 


No.  104. 


Office  of  the  Table  Bay  Harbour  Board, 

Cape  Town,  19th  April.  1902. 


Sir, — With  reference  to  the  evidence  which  I  gave  before  your  Commission,  and  to 
queetion  put  to  me  by  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  which  I  was  unable  to  answer  at  the  time- 
namely,  “  What  quantity  of  water  was  used  per  head  per  diem  by  the  natives  in  the 
Harbour  Board  Location,”  I  have  now  the  honour  to  give  below  a  statement  showing  the 
actual  consumption  for  the  past  five  months  per  month  and  per  head.  And  it  may  assist 
your  inquiries  to  know  that  the  Location  is  provided  with  open  closets  regularly  flushed, 
and  sufficient  bath  accommodation  for  all  the  inmates  : — 


Month. 

Per  Head 
per  Month. 

Per  Head 
per  Day. 

November 

427-02  gallons 

14-23  gallons 

December 

456-28  „ 

14-72  „ 

January  . . 

462-35 

14-95  „ 

February  . . 

269-03 

9-61  „ 

March 

400-2 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

12-9 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


E.  H.  HAMMERSLEY-HEENAN. 

Hon.  Sir  W.  B.  Berry,  Kt., 

Chairman, 

Capo  Peninsula  Commission, 

House  of  Assembly, 

Cape  Town. 


CAPE  DIVISIONAL  COUNCIL. 
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1902.— Jan.  1. — Balance  ..  ..  ..  ..  £26,858  14  11 


APPENDIX  F. 


(Laid  upon  the  Table — 23kd  Apkil,  1902.) 


The  Under  Colonial  Secretary, 

Cape  Town. 


Divisional  Council,  Cape, 

10,  Greenmarket  Square, 

14tli  April,  1902. 


RE  PROPOSED  ABOLITION  OF  THE  CAPE  DIVISIONAL  COUNCIL. 


Sir, — I  have  the  honour,  as  directed,  to  transmit  herewith  for  the  information  of  the 
Government,  a  detailed  report  of  the  proceedings  at  a  special  meeting  of  this  Council  held 
on  Thursday,  10th  instant,  to  consider  the  abovenamed  subject,  when  the  following 
resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  viz. : — 

“  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Divisional  Council.  And  further,  this  Council  recommends  to  the  Government  that  the 
scope  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  Commission  be  extended  to  inquiring  into  the  advisability 
of  the  proposed  County  Council  taking  over  the  control  of  the  roads  within  the  Cape 
Division;  also  having  regard  to  the  rapid  expansion  of  buildings  outside  Municipal 
areas  that  proper  sanitary  control  be  exereised  over  such  rural  areas.” 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Pro  H.  v.  d.  WESTHUYSEN, 

Frank  Perkins, 

Secretary. 

The  Secretary,  Cape  Peninsula  Commission, 

House  of  Assembly. 

Referred  for  consideration.  Langham  Dale, 

for  Under  Colonial  Secretary. 

Colonial  Secretary’s  Office, 

23/4/02. 


CAPE  DIVISIONAL  COUNCIL. 


SPECIAL  MEETING. 

Thursday,  10th  April,  1902. 

RE  MAINTENANCE  OF  ROADS  AND  PROPOSED  ABOLITION  OF  COUNCIL. 

Present : — Messrs.  H.  R.  Horne,  Civil  Commissioner,  Chairman;  T.  J.  O’Reilly;  W. 
Runciman,  M.L.A. ;  R.  Allan;  Lawton  ;  Starke;  W.  Hare;  aud  Stephan. 

The  Chairman.']  The  object  of  this  meeting  is  to  consider  the  resolutions  that  have  been 
arrived  at  by  the  Conference  of  various  Municipalities  with  regard  to  the  maintenance  of 
public  roads. 

The  Acting  Secretary  read  the  notice  convening  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Allan.]  I  move  that  we  go  into  the  items  seriatim. 

Mr.  Lawton  seconded. 

Carried  unanimously. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Runciman,  the  Chairman  said  there  would  be  no  objection  to  members 
speaking  more  than  once. 

Mr.  Rare.]  Before  proceeding  with  our  discussion,  I  should  like  to  know  if  all  the 
Municipalities  have  sent  in  replies  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Conference. 

The  Acting  Secretary.]  We  have  only  had  replies  from  one  or  two  of  the  Councils, 
namely,  Cape  Town,  Woodstock,  Mowbray,  Maitland  and  Durbanville. 

Mr.  Lawton.  \  I  should  like  to  have  this  matter  investigated  properly,  and  to  ascertain 
whether  any  communication  has  been  sent  to  all  the  various  Councils.  I  have  a  pretty 
intimate  knowledge  of  what  goes  on  at  Sea  Point,  and  I  have  no  recollection  of  anything 
being  sent  there 

[G.  21—1902.] 
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The  Acting  Secretary.]  The  resolutions  were  sent  in  due  course  to  each  Municipality. 

Mr.  Hare.]  I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting  at  which  it  was  decided  that  each 
Municipality  should  he  supplied  with  information  regarding  the  resolutions  of  the 
Conference,  and  also  to  ask  them  for  an  opinion;  but  I  know  it  was  before  the  Woodstock 
Council.  Some  of  the  Municipalities  have  replied ;  others  have  not. 

The  Acting  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  of  Conference  held  Thurs¬ 
day,  20th  March. 

Mr.  O'Reilly .]  It  is  now  nearly  three  years  since  I  put  my  hand  to  this  work,  and  I 
certainly  thought,  when  this  last  Conference  was  appointed,  that  something  definite  would 
be  arrived  at.  I  regret  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that,  in  my  opinion,  all  their  meetings,  all 
their  conversations,  and  all  their  resolutions  have  been  so  much  waste  of  time  and  energy. 
Nothing  definite  has  been  accomplished.  If  they  had  brought  up  a  resolution  stating  that 
the  time  has  now  arrived  when,  in  their  opinion,  the  Divisional  Council  should  be  abolished, 
there  would  be  something  substantial  and  explicit  to  deal  with.  What  has  the  Commission 
now  sitting  to  do  with  their  report?  Absolutely  nothing. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hare, 

The  Acting  Secretary  read  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Conference. 

Mr.  O'Reilly.]  It  can  be  gathered  from  the  resolutions  that  the  Conference  did  not 
arrive  at  them  as  a  body,  but  asked  for  the  consideration  of  the  Municipalities.  If  the 
resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Powrie  had  been  moved  and  carried  without  any  outside 
consideration,  that  would  be  all  right ;  something  definite  would  have  been  done  ;  but  it 
was  only  passed  by  the  Conference  pending  its  adoption  by  the  Municipalities. 

Mr.  Hare.]  Mr.  O’Reilly  is  quite  right.  Unfortunately,  1  was  not  present  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Conference,  and  I  certainly  thought  that  body  would  have  arrived  at  some 
more  definite  decision.  My  own  feeling  is  that  this  matter  should  be  sent  back  to  the 
Conference. 

Mr.  O'Reilly.']  No.  Let  us  look  at  the  matter  fairly.  There  are  several  Municipalities, 
such  as  Woodstock,  Wynberg  and  others,  that  will  never  agree  on  this  question. 

Mr.  Hare.]  Woodstock  has  agreed. 

Mr.  O'Reilly. J  Ah  !  there  it  is  ;  they  want  to  have  certain  things  done.  They  will  not 
come  into  line  except  something  is  done  to  relieve  them  from  certain  payments.  Then  Mr. 
Starke  has  always  been  very  strong  against  abolition.  Now  I  think  “  it  is  better  to  deal 
with  the  devil  I  know  than  with  the  devil  I  don’t  know.”  We  have  nothiug  before  us.  I 
say  it  with  the  greatest  respect,  but  the  Conference  has  practically  done  nothing.  That  is 
the  whole  summing  up  of  the  Conference  from  time  to  time.  Now  we  must  do  something 
here  to-day.  Let  us  be  practical,  and  what  we  have  to  do  is  this.  We  must  move  that  the 
time  has  arrived  for  the  abolition  of  the  Divisional  Council  and  that  special  arrangements 
should  be  made  for  places  like  Simon’s  Town,  Muizenberg,  Durbanville,  Maitland  and  the 
like,  with  one  Engineer.  Gentlemen  may  remember  that  about  five  years  ago  Mr.  Bisset, 
who  was  Mayor  of  Claremont,  brought  up  an  elaborate  report,  with  a  series  of  conditions 
including  the  abolition  of  certain  tolls  and  a  pro  rata  apportionment  of  expenditure  for  road 
maintenance,  but  the  whole  thing  fell  through.  Mr.  Allan  will  remember  that  we  carried 
a  resolution  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  the  abolition  of  the  Divisional  Council,  and  that 
resolution  stands  on  the  books  to-day.  If  the  Conference  had  carried  its  resolutions  without 
asking  for  outside  consideration,  something  definite  would  have  been  gained,  but  that  is 
not  the  case  ;  besides  which,  there  was  nothing  unanimous.  One  resolution  was  only 
carried  by  a  single  vote  and  another  only  by  three  votes.  There  was  a  want  of  unanimity 
all  through.  I  now  beg  to  move  : — 

“  That  this  Council  is  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  abolition  of 

the  Divisional  Council,  and  that  arrangements  be  made  for  the  maintenance  of  the 

stretch  of  road  between  Wynberg  and  Muizenberg  and  Simon’s  Town.” 

The  Chairman .]  Provision  must  be  made  for  the  maintenance  of  all  roads  outside  the 
Municipalities. 

Mr.  Runciman.]  To  a  certain  extent  I  agree  with  Mr.  O’Reilly  with  regard  to  the 
abolition  of  the  Divisional  Council,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  just  now  to  go  into 
details  as  to  what  should  be  done  when  the  Council  is  abolished.  Now  that  the  Cape 
Peninsula  Commission  has  been  appointed,  the  duties  of  the  Conference  practically  ceased 
from  that  time.  The  Conference  could  not  have  done  very  much  work  as  their  duties  were 
somewhat  limited  by  the  fact  that  it  was  a  question  whether  the  Municipalities  should  take 
over  the  Divisional  Council  roads.  We  want  something  more.  The  danger  arising  from 
the  outside  areas  was  brought  to  our  notice  when  the  Plague  was  in  our  midst  and  we  want 
specific  arrangements  authorised  by  the  Government  so  that  the  outside  roads  will  be  taken 
charge  of  while  the  roads  inside  the  Municipal  areas  are  maintained  by  the  various 
Municipalities.  Otherwise  these  Municipal  Councils  would  have  to  be  extended  and  I  do 
not  think  the  people  would  agree  about  that.  If  we  could  recommend  that  the  scope  of  the 
Cape  Peninsula  Commission’s  inquiry  should  be  extended  and  a  recommendation  submitted 
to  it  that  a  species  of  Local  Board  of  Works  be  appointed  for  dealing  with  all  questions  of 
water,  roads,  electric  lighting,  &c.,  also  including  the  question  of  roads  and  sanitary 
arrangements  outside  Municipal  areas,  we  would  be  doing  something  practical. 

The  Chairman.]  You  would  then  have  a  County  Council  established. 

Mr.  Runciman.]  We  need  not  say  that  it  would  be  ;  all  we  can  do  is  to  formulate  our 
opinions  and  forward  them  to  the  Government.  We  might  put  it  in  the  form  of  a 
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resolution  and  say  exactly  what  we  want  to  do.  But  the  Divisional  Council,  as  a  Council 
for  the  maintenance  of  roads,  has  had  its  day  and  it  must  go  ;  and  something  better,  with 
more  powers  than  we  have  at  present,  must  take  its  place.  I  deprecate  the  proposal  that 
the  Municipalities  should  take  over  the  whole  of  the  roads  inside  the  Municipal  areas, 
and  then  contribute  pro  rata  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  outside  roads,  thus  to  a 
large  extent  relieving  the  farmers  of  their  just  responsibilities.  The  whole  thing  had  not 
yet  been  fully  considered. 

Mr.  O'  Reilly.  ]  The  broad  question  to  be  decided  now  is,  do  we  agree  that  the  Divi¬ 
sional  Council  should  be  abolished  ? 

Mr.  Allan.']  Any  such  resolution  as  has  been  proposed  will  not  be  carried  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  this  Council  or  any  Municipal  Council.  It  is  impossible  at  present  to 
abolish  this  Council  and  substitute  some  other  Board  or  Council  for  it.  I  will  give  you  an 
instance.  Wynberg  is  not  prepared  to  maintain  the  Divisional  Council  roads  Wynberg 
derives  no  benefit  at  all  from  one  half  of  these  roads.  They  are  entirely  for  the  use  of  the 
Cape  Town  and  travelling  public  in  general,  not  for  the  village.  There  are  six  miles  of 
road  from  which  we  get  no  rates  at  all,  and  we  only  get  rates  from  two  miles  of  road.  Do 
you  think  that  these  roads  will  lpe  kept  up  by  Wynberg  for  the  convenience  of  Cape  Town? 
I  say  no.  Then  take  the  main  road  from  the  boundary  of  Wynberg  to  Hout’s.Bay,  who  is 
going  to  maintain  that  road  ?  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  road  from  Tokai  to  Diep 
River.  Do  you  think  the  farmers  alone  will  maintain  that  ? — No;  it  will  go  to  the  dogs 
again,  and  so  will  the  road  from  Wynberg  to  Muizenberg  What  the  Cape  Peninsula  Com¬ 
mission  has  to  decide  is  the  abolition  of  the  whole  of  the  Municipalities  and  the  appointment 
of  one  controlling  body  from  Cape  Town  to  Kalk  Bay  to  govern  the  people,  levy  taxes,  and 
deal  with  roads,  water,  scavenging,  &c. 

Mr.  Starke.]  I  must  say  that  the  country  people  are  not  in  general  prepared  to  take  over 
their  portions  of  the  roads,  because  those  districts  are  so  thinly  populated.  So  far  as  local 
roads  in  my  district  are  concerned,  I  think  the  people  will  maintain  them  readily  enough, 
but  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  pay  for  the  upkeep  of  main  roads  and  private  roads. 
Something  definite  must  be  settled,  such  as  deciding  so  much  per  £  on  Municipal  properties 
should  be  levied,  and  allowing  the  Municipalities  to  take  over  the  roads  in  their  own  districts, 
but  I  cannot  agree  to  the  abolition  of  the  Divisional  Council  until  some  proper  decision  has 
been  arrived  at. 

The  Chairman.']  The  question  really  before  us  is  this  :  Is  the  Divisional  Council  to  be 
abolished  or  not  ?  As  to  what  should  take  the  place  of  the  Divisional  Council  that  will  be 
an  after  consideration.  The  Commission  now  sitting  will  probably  have  something  to  say, 
and  will  propose  certain  things,  but  an  Act  of  Parliament  will  ultimately  have  to  be  passed. 

After  further  discussion,  the  following  resolution  was  moved  by  Mr.  O’Reilly  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Runciman  : — 

“  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Divisional  Council.  And  further,  this  Council  recommends  to  the  Government  that  the 
scope  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  Commission  be  extended  to  inquiring  into  the  advisability 
of  the  proposed  County  Council  taking  over  the  control  of  all  roads  within  the  Cape 
Division ;  also  having  regard  to  the  rapid  expansion  of  buildings  outside  Municipal 
areas,  that  proper  sanitary  control  be  exercised  over  such  rural  areas.” 

This  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  in  substitution  for  the  proposition  first 
submitted  by  Mr.  O’Reilly,  which  was  withdrawn. 

The  Council  thereafter  adjourned. 


d  2 


APPENDIX  G. 
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Table — 20th  May,  1902.) 


The  Secretary, 

Cape  Peninsula  Commission. 


Office  of  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Worts, 
Cape  Town, 

16th  May,  1902. 


Sn;, — In  compliance  with  the  request  made  by  the  Chairman,  I  now  have  the  honour 
to  submit  copy  of  report  by  the  Chief  Inspector  on  certain  defects  in  connection  with  the 
Simonstown  Storage  Reservoir. 

In  order  to  enable  the  Commission  to  more  clearly  understand  this  report,  I  would 
preface  it  by  stating  that  the  original  amount  of  £1 1,000  provided  for  these  works  was  a 
joint  grant  by  the  Imperial  and  Colonial  Government,  by  which  they  compounded  an 
annual  payment  of  £700  in  lieu  of  rates. 

Under  the  circumstances  mentioned  by  me  in  my  evidence,  this  Department  was  not 
consulted  at  all  in  this  matter,  the  Municipality  making  its  own  arrangements  regardiug 
designs  and  execution  of  the  works. 

When  it  was  found,  however,  that  the  works  could  not  be  completed  within  the  £11,000 
available,  the  Municipality  approached  the  Government  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  loan  of 
£2,500. 

It  was  then  for  the  first  time  that  the  matter  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment.  The  copy  of  the  Chief  Inspector’s  report  to  the  Hon.  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  gives  full  details  of  the  investigations  made  and  the  results  thereof. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  WESTHOFEN,  M.I.C.E., 
Engineer,  P.W.D. 


COPY. 

1 3/1224. C. 35. 


Office  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works, 

Cape  Town,  3rd  November,  1898. 


i :  :  d  SIMONSTOWN  WATER  WORKS. 


The  Secretary  for  Public  Works. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  deputed  Mr.  J.  M.  Wright  (who,  before  entering  this 
service,  was  engaged  under  Mr.  Deacon  on  the  Yyrnwy  Water  Works  for  the  Supply  of 
Liverpool)  to  make  an  independent  inspection  of  the  Simonstown  Reservoir,  for  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  which  an  additional  loan  of  £2,500  is  required  by  the  Municipality. 

You  are  aware  that  two  previous  inspections  have  been  made  without  obtaining 
information  that  would  warrant  me  in  recommending  the  granting  of  the  loan,  because  I 
could  not  then  see  any  reasonable  probability  of  the  work  being  a  success.  The  result  of 
Mr.  Wright’s  inspection  and  his  futile  efforts  to  get  necessary  information  from  Mr.  Stewart 
— through  his  assistants  or  personally — is  to  leave  me  in  the  same  unfortunate  position. 

The  tracing  of  plan  supplied  by  the  Town  Council  shews  the  work  as  laid  down  before 
the  Town  Council,  but  does  not  shew  it  in  its  present  condition  by  illustrating  the  alterations 
and  additions  that  have  been  thought  necessary  since  the  preparation  of  the  original  plan. 

The  original  plan,  to  my  mind,  shows  that  adequate  provision  was  not  made  for 
thoroughly  and  efficiently  draining  the  ground  on  and  in  which  the  reservoir  was  intended 
to  be  constructed  before  the  commencement  of  such  construction.  Experience  during  con¬ 
struction  has  shown  this  to  be  the  case,  as  set  forth  in  all  reports  I  have  received. 

The  bulging  and  cracking  of  the  back  wall  occurred  before  the  concrete  floor  was  placed 
in  position,  and  at  the  time  of  the  inspections  of  my  assistants  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain 
the  true  depth  or  extent  of  the  cracks,  as  they  had  been  raked  out  and  were  in  course  of 
repair,  and  they  have  been  unable  to  obtain  from  the  Town  Clerk,  or  from  anyone  engaged 
on  the  work,  such  information  as  a  qnalified  Engineer  would  be  able  to  ascertain  for  himself 
if  he  examined  the  bulge  and  cracks  before  they  had  been  interfered  with. 

The  remedial  measures  of  rubble  backing  and  repairs  of  cracks  having  been  done 
before  our  inspections  began,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  know  the  true  nature  and  extent  of 
the  fractures,  or  to  say  that  the  remedial  measures  are  such  as  will  secure  the  permanent 
stability  of  the  reservoir,  on  which  all  else  depends. 
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The  floor,  having  been  put  in  since  the  bulging  of  the  back  wall  inwards,  should  the 
pressure  of  tho  water  when  the  reservoir  is  full  press  it  back  appreciably  towards  its  original 
straight  liue,  a  crack  is  sure  to  occur  at  the  junction  of  wall  with  floor,  and  this  will,  in  my 
opinion,  extend  and  develop  every  time  the  reservoir  is  filled  and  emptied,  and  it  is  impossible 
at  this  stage  to  say  what  the  extent  of  the  resulting  damage  would  be,  and  hence  what  the 
cost  would  be  to  effectually  remedy  the  fault,  to  say  nothing  of  the  Municipality,  after  having 
become  accustomed  to  the  water  supply,  being  suddenly  deprived  of  the  advantage  of 
storage. 

The  class  of  materials  and  workmanship  employed  in  the  works  generally  is  eported 
to  be  very  good. 

The  work  has  been  carried  on  departmentally,  and  the  Mayor  informs  me  that  the 
Municipality  has  not  been  supplied  with  periodical  statements  of  quantities  of  the  different 
classes  of  work  done  and  how  the  actual  cost  compared  with  the  original  estimate  (in  faith 
of  which  they  embarked  on  the  enterprise),  so  that  I  am  unable  to  obtain  this  information, 
and  cannot  express  any  opinion  as  to  whether  the  works  have  been  conducted  on  good 
commercial  principles  or  with  due  economy. 

If  the  Municipality  is  not  in  a  position  to  give  some  reasonable  guarantee  of  the  per¬ 
manence  of  the  work  done,  the  Government,  if  granting  the  loan  at  all,  will  have  to  do  so 
simply  in  consideration  of  the  circumstance  that  the  Municipality  can  afford  to  pay  the 
interest  on  the  loan,  whatever  may  happen  to  the  reservoir. 

(Signed)  JOS.  NEWEY, 

Chief  Inspector  Public  Works. 


APPENDIX  H. 


(Laid  upon  the  Table  -27th  May,  1902.) 


Tlie  Secretary, 

Cape  Peninsula  Commission, 

Room  No.  1 8,  House  of  Assembly. 


Meteorological  Commission, 

Cape  Town,  26th  Majr,  1902. 


Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  certain  tables  showing  the  percentage 
monthly  rainfall,  calculated  in  terms  of  the  actual  total  rainfall  of  the  corresponding  year, 
for  the  Table  Mountain  Rainfall  Stations ;  also  tables  showing  the  evaporation  at  the 
Woodhead  Reservoir  and  at  the  Molteno  Reservoir,  Cape  Town. 

In  order  to  render  the  position  of  the  rain  gauges  on  Table  Mountain  perfectly  clear,  I 
euclose  a  rough  sketch  in  which  their  positions  are  approximately  defined. 

#  I  also  enclose  a  memo,  with  reference  to  certain  questions  asked  by  the  Peninsula 
Commission  on  Tuesday,  the  20th  inst. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CHARLES  STEWART, 
Secretary. 


*  This  appears  as  a  footnote  to  Mr.  Stewart’s  evidence. 


o 


DISA  HEAD— 2,500  FEET— RAINFALL. 

Monthly  Rainfall  of  each  Year  expressed  in  Percentages  of  the 
Total  for  the  Corresponding  Year. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Actual 

Annual 

Rainfall. 

°/ 

/  O 

°l 

/  O 

% 

% 

°/ 

/  O 

<7 

/  o 

% 

°l 

to 

°L 

i  O 

°/ 

/  O 

°/ 

/  O 

°/ 

/  O 

Ins. 

1881 

0-6 

1-5 

1  0 

13-8 

55  2 

6-1 

3-8 

106 

23 

1-5 

3  6 

0-6 

87-98 

1882 

01 

0-8 

5-8 

15*8 

8'6 

14-7 

20-8 

99 

59 

75 

1-0 

9-0 

49-23 

1883 

5-1 

2’6 

4-5 

9-4 

18  3 

1 1 ' 8 

16-3 

13-4 

8-0 

7-1 

1-9 

1-3 

32  •  65 

1884 

o-i 

1-5 

1-6 

6-8 

10-4 

19-6 

15-8 

3-8 

20-4 

11-5 

8-6 

04 

30-29 

1885 

0-9 

8-9 

3-6 

6-9 

19-3 

12-3 

83 

16-0 

7-8 

6-4 

5-1 

4.4 

3518 

1886 

10 

0-2 

11-2 

2-3 

12-0 

22-4 

9-6 

14-3 

8-0 

10-5 

2-1 

6-3 

40-69 

1887 

5-1 

2-4 

2-9 

8-5 

142 

10-6 

14  2 

12-5 

3-4 

13-6 

7-3 

5-3 

41-53 

1888 

1-0 

0-5 

1  •  9 

10-7 

17-7 

26-2 

11-7 

9-8 

64 

4-8 

4-7 

4.4 

57-92 

1889 

0-6 

8-0 

36 

16-6 

19-6 

9-1 

11-3 

7-9 

8-1 

5-1 

4  •  5 

5-5 

43-30 

1890 

23 

5-6 

2-5 

8-7 

20-1 

34 

21-8 

13-7 

7-4 

5-7 

5-9 

3-0 

45-68 

1891 

1  5 

5-6 

2-7 

12-4 

21-8 

10-5 

13-7 

11-3 

11-4 

1-6 

1-7 

5-7 

45-83 

1892 

3-3 

2  9 

7-1 

5-4 

13-0 

18-6 

16-8 

101 

7-0 

4-7 

6-1 

5-6 

59-85 

1893 

1-3 

2  •  6 

0-7 

11-7 

8-6 

17-1 

7*7 

14-6 

144 

17-4 

2-6 

1-2 

35-78 

1894 

1-0 

1-8 

6-3 

54 

5*6 

22-2 

16-3 

103 

73 

100 

1 2-5 

1-2 

35-59 

1895 

3-7 

0-8 

33 

13*8 

12-9 

15-0 

101 

11-0 

13-4 

5-8 

5-7 

4-5 

37-88 

1896 

3-8 

2-8 

15-7 

4  -9 

13-8 

19-2 

9-3 

14-9 

5*5 

45 

4.4 

1-2 

37-68 

1897 

2-8 

2-3 

5-6 

7-1 

7-2 

11-9 

24'0 

11-2 

10-5 

9-7 

4-6 

31 

38-26 

1898 

3-7 

3-9 

5-6 

13-8 

111 

11-3 

17-8 

50 

85 

10-8 

5-3 

3-2 

42-67 

1899 

3-1 

1  ‘4 

2-7 

6-4 

13-1 

11-9 

11-6 

25-8 

7-0 

10-1 

36 

3-4 

34-87 

1900 

5’4 

5  ■  7 

5-4 

7*8 

10-1 

6-2 

18-4 

11-8 

8-9 

6-7 

5-4 

8-2 

30-02 

Percentage  Means 

21 

2-9 

4-5 

9-8 

18-0 

13-8 

1 3-5 

11-7 

8-0 

7-2 

4-7 

38 

4314 

WAAI  KOPJE— 3,100  FEET— RAINFALL  TABLE 

Showing  Percentage  Rainfall  for  each  Month  in  terms  of  the 
Total  of  the  Corresponding  Year. 


1882 

% 

0-3 

°l 

/  O 

2*2 

% 

6-2 

<7 

/  0 

13-7 

% 

9-1 

% 

14-9 

°/ 

/  0 

17-9 

% 

9-3 

/  O 

5*5 

°/ 

/  0 

10-9 

°/ 

/o 

1-5 

O/ 

/  O 

8*4 

Ins. 

60-24 

1883 

2-5 

1-9 

3-1 

8-4 

20-3 

12-9 

15-2 

10-6 

12-9 

8-1 

1-8 

2-2 

62-96 

1884 

1-3 

2-6 

20 

8-1 

9-2 

15-5 

15-1 

6-1 

17-4 

11-5 

10-1 

0-9 

55-66 

1885 

1-3 

7-9 

4-0 

6-8 

14-8 

14-9 

9-6 

15-8 

8-2 

6-0 

5*7 

5-0 

62-49 

1886 

2-5 

2-0 

11-4 

1-7 

1 1-9 

21-6 

9-2 

14-0 

8-1 

10-0 

1-6 

6-0 

54-67 

1887 

4-8 

3-4 

2-1 

7-8 

13-9 

8-4 

14-2 

14-3 

3-6 

14-1 

5*6 

7-7 

54  09 

1888 

1-1 

0-9 

2-0 

9-6 

18-6 

29-1 

9-7 

10-9 

4-6 

3-4 

4-6 

5-3 

78-35 

1889 

0-2 

5-4 

2-7 

17-7 

20-4 

7*6 

14-7 

8-8 

8-6 

4-9 

2-5 

6-2 

60-61 

1890 

2-8 

5-0 

3-0 

7*5 

16-3 

4-3 

22-0 

14-5 

9-9 

4-6 

4-4 

5-4 

55-08 

1891 

1-5 

5-6 

2-6 

11-9 

24-4 

11-8 

11-9 

100 

10-6 

1-3 

2-1 

6-4 

65  "75 

1892 

31 

1-6 

4-4 

5*6 

14-0 

20-9 

15-2 

11-7 

6-4 

4-6 

6-5 

60 

80-36 

1893 

2-5 

2-6 

0-6 

10-4 

8-2 

16-8 

12-0 

16-3 

16-6 

ICO 

3-5 

0-5 

53-85 

1894 

1-2 

1-7 

70 

4-4 

11-7 

18-8 

17-2 

10-7 

6*7 

10-9 

9-1 

0-6 

54-35 

1895 

41 

0-8 

3*4 

15-9 

11-0 

131 

7-9 

140 

12-2 

6*7 

5-2 

5-7 

58-77 

1896 

3-7 

3-9 

10-1 

4-0 

14-3 

17-8 

13-6 

15-0 

5-8 

5*4 

55 

0-9 

52'76 

1897 

2-5 

1-9 

6-3 

6'5 

60 

13-8 

25-1 

14-1 

7-4 

91 

4-8 

2-4 

70-27 

1898 

3-4 

3-4 

4-4 

12-3 

11-2 

11-4 

19-5 

2-7 

10-4 

11-5 

6-8 

30 

69-51 

1899 

41 

1-2 

2-4 

4-0 

11-8 

9-2 

11-2 

26-8 

6*5 

7-6 

7-2 

7-7 

76"64 

1900 

.. 

3-3 

4-4 

6-2 

7-9 

13-2 

7-3 

17-0 

13-2 

9-3 

7-0 

4-3 

7-0 

62-54 

Percentage  Means 

2-5 

I 

1 

3-0 

4-4 

8-7 

13-9 

14*5 

14-3 

130 

8-6 

7-4 

51 

4-6 

62-58 
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KASTEEL  POORT— 2,500  FEET. 

Table  giving  Percentage  Rainfall  in  each  Month  calculated  on  the  Total  Actual 

Rainfall  of  the  corresponding  Year. 


Actual 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Annual 

Rainfall. 

°/ 

•/ O 

°l 

/  O 

°/ 

/  O 

°l 

to 

°/ 

/  O 

°/ 

/  O 

°/ 

/  O 

o/ 

/  o 

% 

°/ 

/o 

°/ 

/o 

% 

Ins. 

1885 

1  -5 

7-1 

4-0 

7-0 

15-9 

14-1 

10-3 

17-0 

6-9 

6-3 

5-4 

4-5 

63’71 

1886 

2-0 

0-3 

11-4 

2-1 

10-6 

22-6 

9-9 

15-5 

9’0 

9-6 

1-4 

5-6 

53-87 

1887 

4-8 

2-5 

23 

9-2 

160 

10-1 

14-1 

12-3 

3'8 

14-3 

6-0 

4'7 

53-61 

1888 

0-9 

0-3 

1-6 

8 ' 3 

18-7 

29-3 

12-4 

9-7 

5-8 

4-1 

4-6 

4 '5 

76-21 

1889 

0-4 

6  *  5 

3-7 

17-7 

20-6 

9-2 

13-3 

8-1 

8-1 

4-7 

2-6 

5-0 

60-06 

1890 

2-0 

44 

2*7 

7-7 

17-3 

3-6 

246 

14-6 

9-6 

5-8 

4-4 

3-6 

57  •  37 

1891 

1-3 

6-9 

2-8 

13-4 

18-6 

10-9 

13-7 

11-2 

11-2 

1-8 

1  -5 

6-7 

55-66 

1892 

2-2 

1-5 

5-5 

5*1 

13-4 

20-7 

19-0 

10-2 

6-6 

4-6 

5-1 

5-9 

80-69 

1893 

1-9 

2-3 

0-3 

11-2 

9-1 

18-6 

9-3 

15-7 

15-8 

13-3 

2-1 

0'5 

51-30 

1894 

0-4 

2-0 

7-5 

4-0 

10-8 

22-8 

15-4 

10-3 

6-4 

9-7 

101 

0-6 

48-11 

1895 

3-8 

C-3 

3-4 

14-0 

11-2 

14-1 

9-8 

13-7 

12-0 

7-5 

6-6 

3-4 

53-66 

1896 

28 

2-7 

10-9 

4-4 

143 

22-7 

11-5 

15-0 

5-4 

5-3 

4-2 

0-8 

52-16 

1897 

2-7 

1-7 

65 

7-0 

6-4 

14-1 

20-2 

15-2 

8-3 

9-8 

4-7 

3*5 

58-85 

1898 

2-9 

3-0 

4-8 

11-8 

12-7 

13-5 

19-9 

3-5 

9-6 

10-3 

5-7 

2-5 

66-63 

1899 

3-8 

1-1 

1-8 

6-2 

9-3 

12-8 

11-7 

27-7 

65 

8-6 

6-4 

4-1 

64-95 

1900 

3-9 

5-1 

6-5 

7-8 

12-7 

8-5 

15-8 

13-5 

8-1 

6-2 

4-8 

7-2 

57-00 

Percentage  Means 

2-3 

2-9 

4-6 

8-5 

13-6 

15-5 

145 

13-1 

8-7 

7-6 

4-9 

3-8 

59-60 

ST.  MICHAEL’S— 3,050  FEET. 


1885 

°/ 

/  o 

1-5 

°/ 

/  o 

6-4 

°/ 

/  o 

4-3 

°/ 

/  0 

6-3 

% 

16-5 

% 

13-9 

°l 

/  o 

9-3 

°/ 

lo 

18-8 

°/ 

/o 

7-3 

°i 

/  o 

6-2 

°/ 

/  0 

5-2 

% 

4-3 

Ins. 

77-86 

1886 

1-8 

0-9 

10-6 

1-7 

10-3 

22-9 

9-5 

16-3 

8-6 

9-6 

1-3 

6-5 

67-46 

188/ 

4-4 

3-4 

2-4 

8-2 

14-5 

9-4 

15-9 

13-0 

3-3 

13-5 

5-3 

6-7 

61-29 

1888 

0-9 

0-7 

1-8 

9-4 

21-7 

28-8 

10-6 

9-6 

4-3 

41 

4-2 

4-0 

99-08 

1889 

0-4 

6-9 

3-6 

18-1 

17-1 

8-8 

14-6 

7-1 

8-4 

5*6 

3-9 

5-7 

67-09 

1890 

2-1 

4-2 

2-7 

6-9 

16-8 

3-2 

25-8 

14-1 

9-3 

5-6 

4-6 

4-8 

66-00 

1891 

1-5 

7-0 

3-3 

11-4 

22-7 

10-1 

13-7 

9-6 

10-7 

1-7 

1-8 

6-4 

71-67 

1892 

2-8 

1-6 

4-6 

4-9 

12-4 

22-9 

18-8 

10-6 

6-4 

4-4 

5-6 

5-4 

97-89 

1893 

2-6 

2-7 

0-5 

11-0 

8-1 

18-4 

9-6 

16-9 

14-9 

12-3 

2-3 

0-6 

64-74 

1894 

0-7 

1-6 

6-9 

4-7 

10-5 

23-7 

16-3 

9-2 

6-0 

9-6 

10-1 

0-9 

63-15 

1895 

4-2 

0-6 

3-7 

14-3 

10-6 

12-3 

9-5 

14-7 

12-7 

8-2 

5-8 
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APPENDIX  T. 


(Laid  mw  the  Table — 28th  Mat,  1902.) 


Cape  Government  Herbarium 
Department 
Cape 


:  South.  African  Museum  Buildings, 
of  Agriculture, 
of  Good  Hope, 

Cape  Town,  ‘2‘2nd  May,  1902. 


Sik,— I  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  several 
species  of  Ulva  grow  abundantly  along  the  rocky  parts  of  the  Table  Bay  foreshore.  Our 
species  are  TJ.  Lactnea  and  U.  rigida,  much  smaller  than  the  northern  U.  latimma  reported 
by  you  in  Belfast  Lough,  but  of  precisely  similar  thin,  green,  easily  decomposable  tissue. 
We  also  have  vast  quantities  of  an  allied  seaweed,  Porphyra  laciniata ,  of  similar  texture,  but 
deep  purple  in  colour. 

For  the  most  part  these  Ulvaccce  reproduce  themselves  in  rock  pools  and  along  the  lee  of 
projecting  reefs.  From  these  they  are,  along  with  many  others,  torn  up  by  the  waves, 
carried  away  by  currents,  and  flung  ashore  wherever  a  stretch  of  sand  occurs  with  a  gentle 
inclination. 

There  is  also  the  huge  “  Sea-Bamboes,”  Laminaria  luccinalis,  and  the  Macrocystis pyriftra, 
which  contribute  largely  to  the  sea-wrack  on  the  shore.  These  two  dark  brown  algse 
almost  fill  up  the  surface  of  several  of  the  little  bays  just  beyond  Sea  Point. 

It  has  not  come  within  my  purview  to  note  the  relation  of  these  algse  to  the  discharge 
of  sewage  along  the  coast.  The  only  fact  which  seems  to  bear  upon  the  question  you  are 
discussing  noted  by  me  is  that  during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  many  of  the  more  delicate 
algte,  once  common  among  the  rock -pools  from  Mouille  Point  to  Sea  Point,  have  either 
disappeared  or  become  very  unfrequent.  I  have  attributed  this  to  the  pollution  of  the 
residual  sea- water  left  in  the  pools  during  the  reflux  by  the  sewage  poured  in  from  the 
fringe  of  houses  along  the  sea-face.  The  larger  algse  doubtless  suffer  proportionately. 

The  “Palmiet,”  you  report  as  lining  the  pools  of  the  Steenbras  liiver,  is  an  almost 
arborescent  species  of  rush,  Prionium  Palmita,  often  called  Juncus  serratus.  No  doubt  the 
slow  decomposition  of  its  great  palm-like  leaves,  dropping  into  the  water,  tends  to  produce 
an  additional  quota  of  peaty  colouring  matter,  besides  that  supplied  from  the  peat-humus 
of  the  banks.  But  I  am  not  aware  that  a  moderate  discoloration  of  mountain  streams  by 
this  kind  of  apocrenie  deposit  renders  the  water  less  potable,  save  by  reason  of  the  fancies 
of  the  consumers.  The  moorland  streamlets  of  Scotland  and  upland  Yorkshire  run  brown, 
yet  nobody  thinks  them  less  potable  thereby,  and  the  burn-trout  thrive  in  them  apace.  The 
Cape  Town  Table  Mountain  water  is  distinctly  peat-coloured,  yet  the  quality  is  undeniably 
excellent,  though  the  aspect  is  not  tempting.  The  colour  can  be  easily  got  rid  of  by  use  of 
permanganate  in  the  collection-pool  above  a  filter-bed ;  a  matter  respecting  which  no  one 
can  inform  you  better  than  can  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  M.I.O.E.  I  think  the  presence  of 
Palmiet  in  a  stream  supplying  a  wool-washery  in  Howison’s  Poort  was  many  years  ago  the 
subject  of  litigation  in  the  Eastern  jDistricts  Court,  and,  if  I  remember  rightly,  the  giant 
rush  was  held  guiltless. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  MAC  OWAN,  D.Sc.,  F.S.S., 

Government  Botanist. 


Mark  Garrett,  Esq., 

Secretary  to  Peninsula  Commission. 


O. 


(Laid  upon  the  Table — 30th  May,  1902.) 

Office  of  Government  Biologist, 

South  African  Museum, 

Cape  Town,  27th  May,  1902. 


No.  1680/2  4. 


Sik, — With  reference  to  your  request  on  behalf  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  Commission  for 
information  with  regard  to  the  seaweed  Vita  latissima,  and  with  regard  to  the  probability  of 
its  increasing  to  an  extent  that  would  be  obnoxious  on  the  foreshores  of  Table  Bay,  where 
discharge  of  sewage  is  made,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  this  seaweed  is  found  in 
both  the  Northern  and  Southern  Hemispheres ;  it  occurs  at  St.  Helena,  but  I  can  find  no 
record  of  its  occurrence  at  the  Cape.  Ulva  lactuca,  however,  occurs  here,  aud  is  common. 

1  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  definitely  that  this  weed  would  not  prove  objectionable 
with  discharges  of  large  quantities  of  sewage,  bat  am  of  opinion  that  this  would  not  be  the 
ease.  I  have  grown  the  weed  in  an  aquarium,  and  find  that  it  multiplies  very  rapidly  in 
standing  water,  but  the  waters  of  Table  Bay  are  under  the  intluence  of  currents,  though  to 
a  limited  extent.  They  cinnrt  in  any  sense  be  srid  to  be  land  locked,  and  are  practically 
uninfluenced  by  inflow  of  fresh  water,  their  specific  gravity,  which  I  have  ascertained  on 
several  occasions,  being  nearly  that  of  pure  sea  water. 

Any  further  information  which  I  can  supply  will  be  gladly  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Commission. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Sir, 


Your  obedient  Servant. 

J.  D.  F.  GILCHRIST, 

Government  Biologist. 


The  Secretary, 

Cape  Peninsula  Commission, 

No.  18  Boom,  House  of  Assembly. 


APPENDIX  J. 


(Laid  on  Table — 3bd  June,  1902.) 


The  Secretary, 

Cape  Peninsula  Commission. 


Office  of  the  Chief  inspector  of  Public  Works, 

Cape  Town,  31st  May,  1902. 


Six:, —  In  accordance  with  the  wishes  expressed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Commission  in 
your  letter  of  the  16th  instant  relative  to  the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Cape  Town 
sanitation  of  1888,  I  now  have  the  honour  to  submit  some  notes  on  the  evidence  given  by 
Messrs.  Bain  anil  Stewart. 

The  evidence  of  Mr.  Bain  is  mainly  confined  to  the  taking  of  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Twenty  Four  Rivers,  and  as  his  observations  are  merely  superficial,  and  not  founded  upon 
practical  data  ascertained  by  gauging  the  stream,  or  by  surveying  and  measuring  the 
drainage  area,  they  cannot  be  accepted  as  in  any  waj^  reliable  or  sufficient  to  base  any 
practical  scheme  upon.  But  there  are  other  considerations  which  must  not  be  lost 
sight  of. 

In  the  first  instance,  the  Twenty  Four  Rivers  stream  is  a  tributary  to  the  Berg  River, 
and  its  waters  belong  wholly  or  in  part  to  the  riparian  owners  along  its  banks  and  along 
the  Berg  River  to  its  mouth.  This  supply  is,  therefore,  as  much  subject  to  legal  disabilities, 
if  any  such  exist,  as  the  water  drawn  from  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  stream,  and  it  has  the 
additional  disadvantage  of  being  some  30  or  35  miles  further  from  Cape  Town,  whereby 
the  cost  of  the  pipe-lead  to  Cape  Town  will  be  substantially  increased. 

As  to  the  character  of  the  stream  itself  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  speak  definitely.  I 
have  passed  it  on  several  occasions  in  the  summer  time,  and  there  was  but  a  very  small  run 
in  it,  some  of  the  channels  being  quite  dry,  but  this  does  not  by  anjr  means  preclude  the 
possibility  of  there  being  a  very  strong  underflow  which  would  prove  the  perennial  character 
of  its  supply. 

Gauging  the  stream  at  some  point  up  the  mountain  slope  would  be  the  only  means  of 
obtaining  reliable  information  as  to  the  supply  of  water  obtainable  all  the  year  round. 

Mr.  Baiu  also  suggests  taking  the  waters  of  the  furrow  which  has  existed  for  many 
years,  and  which  takes  water  out  of  the  Breede  River,  near  Ceres  Road,  and  after  driving 
the  Artois  Mills,  passes  into  the  Berg  River,  near  the  entrance  to  Tulbagh  Kloof. 

Under  what  circumstances  this  proceeding  was  ever  sanctioned  it  is  not  easy  at  the 
present  time  to  find  out,  but  it  violates  one  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  Colony,  as  I 
understand  it  to  be,  namely,  that  water  cannot  be  taken  from  one  watershed  and  passed 
into  another.  But  even  supposing  that  by  right  of  prescription  this  water  cannot  be  taken 
from  the  Artois  Mills,  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  riparian  owners  along  the  banks  of  the 
lower  Breede  River,  which  are  already  much  hampered  by  the  want  of  water  in  this  river 
in  the  summer  time,  would  never  consent  to  any  further  encroachments  upon  that  supply. 
This  proposal  may,  therefore,  be  dismissed  as  both  impracticable  and  wrong  in  principle. 

Mr.  Stewart’s  evidence  offers  very  many  points  of  interest,  and  proves  above  all  things 
how  necessary  it  is  in  schemes  of  this  nature  to  take  large  and  broad  views  and  make  con¬ 
siderable  allowance  for  contingencies  which,  although  they  cannot  always  be  clearly  fore¬ 
seen,  are  yet  sure  to  arise. 

Mr.  Stewart  gives  the  population  of  Wynberg  at  5,500  including  the  Military  in  1888. 
I  am  not  aware  of  the  actual  figures  of  the  present  day,  but  they  cannot  be  more  than  double 
— if  so  much.  But  Mr.  Stewart  commits  himself  to  a  definite  statement  that  the  water 
supply  of  Wynberg  for  the  next  20  to  30  years,  that  is,  up  to  1013  and  1918,  would  be 
equal  to  any  increase  of  population  and  that  both  Claremont  and  Rondebosch  could  be 
supplied  as  well  as  Wynberg.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Wynberg  has  never  had  sufficient  water 
for  the  last  ten  years  for  its  own  people,  much  less  for  the  two  other  suburbs  mentioned  in 
addition. 

In  the  same  manner,  such  of  the  Municipal  Councillors  of  Cape  Town  as  gave  evidence 
were  quite  positive  that  the  construction  of  the  Woodhead  tunnel  would  give  all  the  water 
necessary  for  Cape  Town,  yet  the  Woodhead  Reservoir  in  addition  to  the  tunnel  has  failed 
to  meet  the  demands  made  by  the  town,  and  by  the  time  the  second  reservoir  is  completed 
and  able  to  store  the  balance  of  rainfall  on  the  mountain  the  supply  will  not  be  very  much 
more  than  the  demand — if  so  much. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  state  that  I  have  not  written  these  notes  in  a  spirit  of  mere 
criticism  or  of  fault-finding,  for  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties  under  which  Munici¬ 
palities  labour  in  carrying  out  works  of  this  nature — difficulties  due  mainly  to  lack  of  means 
and  to  a  very  natural  reluctance  of  saddling  posterity  with  more  obligations  than  are 
absolutely  unavoidable,  but  rather  with  a  view  to  shewing  that  questions  of  supreme 
importance  like  these  relating  to  public  health  and  public  safety,  should  not  be  left  to  be 
decided  by  men  whose  first  care  must  necessarily  be  the  conduct  of  their  own  business 
affairs  and  who  are  qualified  neither  by  training  nor  experience  to  efficiently  carry  out  the 
duties  imposed  upon  them.  That  there  are  on  the  vaiious  Municipal  Councils  many  gentle¬ 
men  who  are  fully  competent  to  manage  large  and  important  matters  goes  without  saying, 
but  they  are  in  a  minority  and  are  generally  over-ruled.  In  the  proposed  Council  or 
Board,  to  which  no  doubt  they  would  be  elected,  they  would  be  able  to  state  their  views 
more  fully  without  losing  sight  of  the  local  interests  which  they  represent. 
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With  reference  to  the  proposals  made  that  large  quantities  of  water  could  be  taken 
from  the  sources  of  great  rivers  and  conveyed  to  other  places,  I  should  like  to  point  out  to 
the  Commission  the  following  considerations  which  may  probably  be  urged  sooner  or  later 
upon  the  Legislature  in  connection  with  the  laying  down  of  some  universal  laws  dealing 
with  water  rights. 

In  all  rivers,  large  and  small,  it  will  he  found  that  some  of  the  best  and  most  fertile 
lands  are  those  lying  on  the  banks,  being  more  or  less  subject  to  inundation  or  partial 
inundation  during  the  rainy  season  Even  if  they  are  not  either  wholly  or  partially 
inundated,  the  soakage  of  water  into  the  soil  during  long  periods  of  flooding  in  the  river 
valley  makes  them  fit  for  ploughing  and  sowing  as  soon  as  the  waters  commence  to  subside, 
and  any  subsequent  floods  of  minor  character  will  still  make  themselves  felt  and  supply  the 
necessary  moisture  for  maturing  the  crops. 

Such  lands  will  be  found  at  all  points  from  the  headwaters  of  a  river  down  to  its 
mouth  and  every  tributary  to  a  river  will  furnish  its  quota  of  such  lands. 

In  years  of  a  generous  rainfall  the  abstraction  of  a  few  thousand  millions  of  gallons  of 
water  will  probably  not  make  itself  felt  very  much  although,  those  portions  of  land  lying 
furthest  away  from  the  river  channel  would  no  doubt  feel  the  diminished  supply  to  some 
extent,  hut  in  years  of  a  scanty  rainfall  some  of  these  lands  would  either  lose  the  benefit  of 
the  flood  waters  altogether  or  the  supply  would  he  so  seriously  diminished  as  to  cause 
serious  objections  to  be  raised  by  the  riparian  owners. 

I  more  particularly  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Commission  to  this  point,  because 
I  have  noticed  that  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  promoters  of  the  various  schemes  recently 
brought  forward,  there  seems  to  be  an  impression  that  so  long  as  the  ordinary  summer  flow 
is  allowed  to  run  down  the  river  all  obligations  to  riparian  owners  would  be  fulfilled. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  WESTHOFEN, 

Engineer  P.W.D. 


[G.  21—1902.] 
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(Laid  upon  the  Table  23/v/  August,  1902). 


APPENDIX  K. 


Office  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  Commission, 

No.  18  Room,  House  of  Assembly, 

Cape  Town,  5th  August,  1902. 

SURVEYS  OF  SOURCES  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Sin, — I  have  the  honour  to  intimate  that  in  coui'so  of  evidence  taken  by  the  Commission 
it  appeared  to  the  Commission  to  be  probable  that  a  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  the  Cape 
Town  and  Suburban  Municipalities  rninht  be  procurable  from  one  or  other  of  the  following 
sources,  viz.  :  Oiange  Kloof,  Palmiet  River,  Oliphant's  Hoek,  and  Twenty  Four  Rivers,  but 
that  the  information  obtainable  concerning  these  sources  from  witnesses  was  not  sufficiently 
definite  or  trustworthy  to  enable  the  Commission  to  recommend  any  one  or  more  of  them 
for  the  purpose  required. 

It,  therefore,  seemed  desirable  to  the  Commission  that  further  investigations  of  these 
possible  sources  should  be  undertaken,  and  with  that  object  in  view  they  obtained  reports 
from  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works  (copies  enclosed,  together  with  copies  of 
memoranda  by  Mr.  Stewart  thereon)  as  to  the  estimate  of  expenditure  that  would  be 
required  to  enable  the  officers  of  that  Department  to  furnish  the  Commission  with  the 
necessary  data. 

These  reports  having  been  duly  considered  and  approved,  I  have  the  honour  to  request 
that  you  will  obtain  for  the  Commission  the  necessary  authorization  from  the  Colonial 
Secretary  to  incur  the  indicated  expenditure,  or  otherwise  communicate  with  the  Public 
Works  Department,  and  furnish  the  Chief  Inspector  with  the  authority  required. 

With  special  reference  to  the  Orange  Kloof  locality,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that 
the  Commission  have  a  desire  to  ascertain  whether  there  can  be  constructed  below  the 
Constantia  Nek  a  storage  reservoir  capable  of  giving  a  supply  of  two  and  a  half  million 
gallons  of  water  per  diem  during  the  dry  season  of  say  six  months  in  the  year,  and  to  obtain 
a  report  on  the  cost  of  such  reservoir,  and  the  best  means  and  cost  of  conveying  such  daily 
supply  therefrom  to  the  service  reservoir  at  Wynberg,  such  report  to  indicate,  if  possible, 
the  comparative  cost  of  the  alternative  proposals  to  raise  the  water  by  pumping  or  to  convey 
it  by  tunnel. 

From  the  information  supplied,  the  Commission  is  satisfied  that  the  run-off  from  the 
Orange  Kloof  Watershed  is  sufficient  to  warrant  the  belief  that  the  two  and  a  half  million 
gallons  per  diem  above  referred  to  are  to  be  found  there.  The  point  is  whether  it  can  be 
stored  at  all,  and  more  especially  whether  it  can  be  stored  at  a  site  which  will  make  the 
storage  supply  available  for  use. 

(Signed)  WM.  BISSET  BERRY, 

Chairman  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  Commission. 

The  Under  Colonial  Secretary. 


Schedule  of  Papers  accompanying  Letter  from  Chairman  of  Cape  Peninsula  Commission 
to  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  dated  5m  August,  1902. 

Report  by  Mr.  Westhofen,  dated  12th  June,  1902. 

Memorandum  by  Mr.  Stewart,  dated  10th  July,  1902. 

Report  by  Mr.  Westhofen,  dated  15th  July,  1902. 

Report  by  Mr.  Westhofen,  dated  24th  July,  1902. 

Memorandum  by  Mr.  Stewart,  dated  4th  August,  1902. 


CAPE  PENINSULA  COMMISSION— PROPOSED  SURVEYS  FOR. 

The  Chief  Inspector. 

Scheme  A.  Survey  of  the  Orange  Kloof  River  Watershed  from  the  tunnel  down  to  the 
extreme  boundaries  of  the  Ofange  Kloof  Farm. 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  give  more  than  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the 
surveys  desired  by  the  Commission  inasmuch  as  none  of  our  Officers  know  sufficient  about 
the  localities,  the  means  of  approaching  them  and  the  labour  which  may  be  required  to 
carry  them  out. 

[G.  21—1902.1 
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It  would,  however,  I  think,  he  safe  enough  to  assume  that  the  survey  of  the  Orange 
Kloof  watershed  above  the  farm  which  has  been  acquired  by  the  AVynberg  Municipality 
could  be  done  in  say ‘2.">  days  if  done  by  one  officer  or  in  probably  16  to  17  days  if  two 
officers  were  engaged.  The  expenditure  in  either  case  should  not  exceed  £5  per  day  in  the 
first  case  or  a  total  of  1'  125,  and  say  £7  10s.  per  day  in  the  second  case  with  about  the  same 
total. 

Such  a  survey  would  comprise  the  mapping  out  of  the  watershed,  the  record  of  the 
levels  at  which  water  could  be  intercepted  and  either  led  over  the  Constantia  Nek  or  passed 
through  a  tunnel  or  alternatively  pumped  over  the  Nek. 

It  would  further  c emprise  the  levelling  of  one  or  more  sites  upon  which  a  storage 
Beservoir  could  be  construct*  d,  and  the  area,  depth,  and  contents  of  such  reservoir. 

The  amount  above  stat-d  would  not  however  include  any  gaugings  of  the  flow  of  water 
as  it  is  understood  that  the  quantity  of  water  running  past  the  farm  amounts,  according  to 
the  Chairman’s  note,  to  about  1,000  million  gallons  per  annum.  Neither  will  it  include  the 
cost  of  any  plans  or  designs  required  in  connection  with  any  works  which  may  hereafter  be 
decided  upon. 

Scheme  C.  Survey  of  the  watershed  of  the  Palmiet  Biver  and  of  probable  sites  for  one 
or  more  large  storage  reservoirs. 

The  preliminary  surveys  on  similar  liues  to  Scheme  “  A  ”  would  take  about  35  to  40 
days  for  two  officers.  The  transport  difficulties  would  not  be  so  great  inasmuch  as  the 
officers  would  have  to  go  into  camp. 

I  estimate  the  cost  of  this  survey  at  £300. 

With  regard  to  the  necessary  gaugings  of  the  stream  or  streams  I  wouli  estimate  that 
one  or  more  gauge  weirs  would  cost  from  £100  to  £120  each  to  construct. 

The  cost  of  keeping  a  man  to  record  the  runs  during  eighteen  mouths  would  be  about 
£12  to  £15  per  month  according  to  circumstances,  or  a  total  cost  for  this  service  of  say 
£270. 

Scheme  1).  Surveys  of  the  watershed  of  the  24  Bivers  Stream,  and  of  probable  sites  for 
one  or  more  storage  reservoirs. 

The  survey  would  probably  take  a  week  longer  than  that  of  Scheme  “C”  as  the 
tVinterlioek  is  high  and  more  inaccessible,  and  the  flow  divides  into  a  number  of  kloofs,  all 
of  which  would  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration . 

..jfl  I  should  say  this  survey  would  take  50  days  and  cost  £350. 

The  cost  of  gauge  weirs  and  of  the  observer  to  b9  stationed  at  the  site  for  say  18 
months  would  be  the  same  as  in  Scheme  “  C.” 

To  sum  up  therefore  the  3  surveys  would  cost  £775,  approximately,  and  the  gaugings 
of  flow-off  in  Schemes  C  and  L)  may  cost  about  £1,000. 

(Signed)  W.  WESTHOPEN, 

Engineer,  P.W.D. 


P.S. — It  may  b9  necessary,  in  order  that  these  proposed  surveys  could  be  made  avail¬ 
able  for  the  practical  construction  of  any  Works,  the  designs  of  which  should  be  based  upon 
them,  to  have  the  areas  computed  and  the  boundaries  verified  by  a  sworn  Government 
Surveyor. 

In  such  cases  a  sum  of  about  £100  will  have  to  be  added  to  the  above  totals  in  the  case 
of  each  scheme  which  may  require  the  services  of  such  Government  Surveyor. 


1 2th  June,  1 902. 


W.  W. 
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CAPE  PENINSULA  COMMISSION. 

Observations  on  Proposed  Sources  of  Supply. 

Memorandum. 

I  consider  that  in  order  to  compare  the  relative  merits  of  schemes,  observations  on  the 
rainfall  and  ruu-ofi  should  be  taken  over  at  least  two  dry  seasons. 

Fewer  observations  than  these  will  suffice  to  give  a  rough  idea  of  whether  the  scheme 
is  suitable  or  not,  but  it  will  not  enable  a  thorough  comparison  to  be  made.  In  my  opinion 
the  following  observations  should  be  taken  : — 

Orange  Kloof.  No  rainfall  observati  >ns  are  required.  A  catfeful  survey  of  the  site  of 
the  proposed  reservoir  and  numerous  pits  should  be  sunk  over  the  proposed  site  for  the 
dam.  These  pits  should  not  be  further  apart  than  100  feat.  If  it  is  decided  to  construct  a 
tunnel,  boreholes  should  be  put  down  on  the  proposed  route. 

Note.  No  reliable  estimate  of  the  cost  of  works  can  be  arrived  at  without  the  abovs 
information. 
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Palmiet  River.  Eight  or  ten  rain  gauges  should  be  placed  in  this  area — four  at  least  of 
these  gauges  should  be  observed  after  every  rain  and  the  remainder  at  intervals  of  a  month. 
At  least  one  river  measuring  gauge  should  be  put  in,  but  it  is  desirable  to  have  more. 
Observations  should  be  taken  both  of  the  water  flowing  over  these  gauges  when  the  stream 
is  rising  or  falling  or  in  flood  at  intervals  of  four  to  six  hours. 

It  is  desirable,  but  not  absolutely  necessary,  that  the  measuring  weir  in  the  river 
should  be  supplied  with  an  automatic  measuring  apparatus. 

Twenty  Four  Rivers.  A  river  measuring  gauge  should  be  provided.  The  depth  of 
water  flowing  over  this  gauge  should  if  possible  be  recorded  by  a  self-recording  apparatus. 
Plane  table  survey  of  the  catchment  area  will  be  quite  sufficient  in  the  first  instance.  It  is 
not  necessary  in  my  opinion  to  get  the  extent  of  the  catchment  area  closer  than  5  °/0. 

Note.  I  wish  to  point  out  that  while  these  observations  will  be  useful  in  getting  at 
the  capacity  of  the  areas  named  they  will  not  afford  any  indication  of  the  cost  of  the  works. 
To  enable  this  to  be  done,  pits  should  be  sunk  on  the  proposed  sites  of  the  reservoirs  and 
observations  taken  of  the  nature  of  the  ground  to  be  met  with.  This  is  work  that  should 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  an  engineer  thoroughly  experienced  in  the  designing  and  con¬ 
struction  of  waterworks. 


10th  July,  1902. 


(Signed)  THOMAS  STEWART. 


[>] 

Office  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works, 

Cape  Town,  15th  July,  1902. 

CAPE  PENINSULA  COMMISSION— LETTER  FROM,  DATED  10th  JULY,  1902. 
The  Chief  Inspeector. 

Scheme  A. — Orange  Kloof  Watershed,  below  Woodhead  Tunnel  Intake. 

1.  Mr.  Stewart,  in  bis  memorandum  dated  10th  July,  states  that  no  rainfall  observa¬ 
tions  are  required.  I  presume,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Stewart  is  in  a  position  to  supply  the 
necessary  information  when  necessary. 

2.  With  regard  to  the  gaugings  of  the  Orange  Kloof  stream,  I  understood  Mr.  Stewart 
to  say  that  the  Wynberg  Municipality  could  supply  this  information,  and  it  would  be 
advisable  for  the  C.  P.  Commission  to  apply  to  the  Council  for  all  the  data  that  body  is  in 
possession  of. 

3.  The  Chairman  instructed  us  to  assume  that  an  amount  of  1,000  million  gallons  per 
annum  is  available,  but  the  point  at  which  that  supply  can  be  tapped  is  not  indicated, 
although  it  is  possible  that  the  Wynberg  gaugings  might  settle  the  point. 

4.  A  note  by  the  Chairman  on  the  copy  of  my  report  states  that  storage  provision 
should  be  made  for  a  dry  period  of  200  days  at  two  millions  of  gallons  per  duy.  Unless 
replenishment  is  secured  by  rainfall  or  river  flow  the  storage  reservoir  should  therefore  have 
a  capacity  of  400  millions  of  gallons. 

5.  If  replenishment  takes  place  as  above  indicated,  it  might  not  be  necessary  to  provide 
so  large  a  quantity  ;  but  in  that  case  it  should  be  known  at  what  periods  of  time  replenish¬ 
ment  occurs  and  what  it  amounts  to.  Stream  gaugings  at  stated  times  would  supply  the 
information,  and  would  enable  us  to  determine  approximately  the  capacity  of  the  reservoir 
for  storage. 

6.  There  is,  however,  a  second  consideration  which  comes  into  play  here,  namely,  the 
level  at  which  such  a  reservoir  could  be  constructed.  If  the  Storage  Reservoir  of  full 
capacity  can  be  constructed  at  a  level  which  would  allow  the  conveyance  of  the  water  over 
the  Constantia  Nek,  it  would  of  course  be  the  most  satisfactory  and  most  economical  scheme. 
But  if,  as  circumstances  seem  to  indicate,  the  whole  of  the  river  flow  cannot  be  dealt  with 
in  this  manner,  and  that  the  whole  or  a  portion  of  it  will  have  to  be  passed  either  through 
a  tunnel  or  a  deep  cutting  on  the  Constantia  Nek,  then  it  is  absolutely  necessary  first  to 
ascertain  correctly  what  the  proportion  of  such  water  would  be  of  the  whole  quantity  stored, 
and  whether  it  would  not  be  cheaper  to  construct  two  or  more  reservoirs  at  different  levels. 

7.  In  that  case  the  highest  reservoir  would  discharge  by  gravity  over  Constantia  Nek, 
and  the  next  higher  through  a  tunnel  or  cutting ;  provided  of  course  that  the  site  of  the 
second  reservoir  is  not  found  sufficiently  extended  to  provide  for  a  reservoir  of  sufficient 
capacity  te  take  the  combined  storage  of  the  two. 

8.  The  balance  of  the  flow  would  of  course  require  to  be  pumped,  but  owing  to  the 
great  cost  and  trouble  entailed  by  pumping  operations,  the  latter  should  only  be  resorted  to 
JU  the  last  instance. 

9.  The  cost  of  the  necessary  surveys  to  establish  the  facts  needed  for  a  final  decision 
on  this  scheme  would  be  about  £150  ;  but  this  sum  would  not  include  the  taking  of  gaug¬ 
ings  at  any  gauge  weir  now  existing  or  which  may  hereafter  be  constructed. 
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,  ,  J,°-  ®h°uld  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  preparing  designs  for  a  definite  scheme 
that  the  boundaries  should  be. verified,  and  the  acres  computed  by  the  Government  Sur- 
veyor,  a  sum  of  about  £100  will  liave  to  be  added  to  the  above  amount. 

.1-  ,1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11, 12  )Vith  re2a£d  t0  tbe  investigation,  viz.,  trial  pits  or  borings  to  prove  the  nature  of 
the  foundations  of  Storage  Reservoirs  or  tunnel  or  cutting— such  would  of  course  form  part 
ot  the  preliminary  investigations  of  any  scheme  which  may  be  formulated,  but  they  do  not 
strict h  speaking,  belong  to  the  details  of  a  preliminary  survey. 


(Signed)  W.  WESTHOFEN. 


m 


The  Chief  Inspector. 


I  subjoin  here  the  estimates  for  the  three  other  surveys  desired  by  the  Commission 
namely —  ; 

Scheme  B  :  Palmiet  River. 

,,  C:  Twenty  Four  Rivers. 

,,  J)  :  Oiiphant’s  Hoek  River. 

As  a  preliminary  to  the  survey,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Commission,  or  for  the 
Government,  to  obtain  for  the  officers  directing  the  surveys,  and  their  assistants  and 
labourers — 


(1)  Access  at  all  times  to  all  the  lands  within  the  catchment  area  of  each  river 
whether  on  foot,  on  horseback,  or  by  cart  or  wagon  ; 

(2)  Permission  to  put  up  tents  or  temporary  huts; 

(3)  Permission  to  put  up  rain  gauges  ; 

(4)  Permission  to  construct  gauge  weirs  ; 

(5)  Permission  to  excavate  and  remove  sand,  gravel,  stone,  or  other  material,  for 
building  the  gauge  weirs  and  fixing  the  rain  gauges  ; 

(6)  Permission  to  make  any  excavation— such  as  trial  pits— to  ascertain  the  nature 
of  subsoil  and  foundations  ; 

(7)  Permission  to  take  borings  where  necessary  for  the  same  purpose  as  in  6. 

I  have  not  in  these  estimates  included  the  cost  of  taking  borings  or  digging  trial  pits 
or  trenches,  as  it  is  manifestly  a  difficult  matter  to  form  such  an  estimate  at  any  time,  the 
number  and  depth  of  such  pits  being  entirely  unknown.  Should  pumping,  for  instance, 
become  necessary,  or  should  the  pits  require  to  be  timbered  or  otherwise  made  safe  for  the 
men  working  therein,  the  cost  would  be  materially  increased. 


24th  July,  1902. 


(Signed)  W.  WESTHOFEN, 

Engineer,  P.W.D. 


PALMIET  RIYER. 

Scheme  B. 

Survey  oe  the  Watershed  of  the  Palmiet  River  and  of  Probable  Sites  for  One  or. 

More  Storage  Reservoirs, 

1.  From  rough  map  measurements  it  would  appear  that  the  catchment  area  of  this 
river  extends  to  about  15  square  miles. 

2.  I  presume  that  there  should  not  be  less  than  3  rain  gauges  set  up  at  suitable  points. 

3.  As  there  are  two  principal  streams  it  would  be  advisable  to  provide  two  gauge  weirs. 

4.  I  estimate  the  cost  of  an  ordinary  rain  gauge  at  £3, — original  cost. 

5.  I  estimate  the  cost  of  a  rain  gauge  suitable  for  weekly  readings  at  £4, —  original  cost. 

6.  I  estimate  the  cost  of  a  self-registering  gauge  (Negretti  &  Zambra’s)  at  £13, — 
original  cost  at  Cape  Town. 

7.  In  each  case  the  cost  of  transport  to  site  would  be  about  £2,  in  addition  to  the  above. 

8.  Gauges  set  up  in  localities  exposed  to  storms  and  attacks  by  cattle  or  men  would 
have  to  be  strongly  built  and  protected,  and  I  estimate  the  cost  in  each  case  at  £9. 

9.  Three  ordinary  rain  gauges  would  therefore  cost  £42. 

,,  weekly  read  „  „  ,,  „  ,,  £45. 

,,  self-registering  „  ,,  ,,  „  £72. 

10.  Each  gauge  weir  might  be  estimated  to  cost  £125,  or  for  the  two  weirs  £250. 

1 1 .  The  period  of  time  necessary  for  a  preliminary  survey  would  be  say  40  days,  and 
the  cost  say  £350. 

12.  One  officer  only  would  be  required  to  read  the  3  gauges  and  attend  to  the  rainfall 
measurements. 
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13.  If  the  observations  are  to  extend  over  two  years  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide 
him  with  a  temporary  house  at  a  suitable  point  in  the  locality,  for  which  a  sum  of  £100 
(first  cost  less  sale  price  after  termination)  must  be  provided. 

14.  It  would  not  be  safe  to  allow  less  than  £20  per  month  for  salary. 

15.  A  horse  would  also  have  to  be  provided  but  the  difference  between  first  cost  and 
sale  price  would  not  be  material. 

16.  I  estimate  therefore  the  cost  of  observations  in  this  instance  to  be  say  £600  if 
extending  over  two  years. 


Ordinary. 

Weekly. 

Self-Registering. 

Cost  of  Three  rain  gauges 

42 

45 

72 

,,  Gauge  weirs  .  . 

.  .  250 

250 

250 

„  Purvey 

.  .  350 

350 

350 

,,  Observations  .  . 

.  .  600 

600 

600 

Totals  .  . 

1242 

1245 

1272. 

TWENTY  FOUR  RIVERS. 

Scheme  C. 

Survey  of  the  Watershed  of  toe  Twenty  Four  Rivers  Stream  and  of  probable  sited 
for  One  or  More  Storage  Reservoirs. 

1.  Catchment  area  based  on  rough  map  measurements  is  about  72  square  miles. 

2.  Eight  rain  gauges  should  suffice. 

3.  Three  gauge  weirs  would  probably  suffice. 

4.  The  probable  cost  of  rain  gauges  of  whichever  pattern  might  be  selected  would  be 
the  same  as  in  the  case  of  the  Palmiet  River  proposal. 

5.  The  probable  cost  of  gauge  weirs  would  also  be  about  the  same  as  in  the  Palmiet 
River  case. 

6.  The  time  necessary  for  preliminary  survey  would  bo  about  90  days  and  the  cost  say 
£650. 

7.  In  this  case  two  officers  would  be  required  to  carry  out  this  service,  as  it  would  be 
impossible  for  one  man  to  undertake  the  necessary  duties,  but  after  the  survey  is  completed 
and  during  the  summer  months  when  little  or  no  rain  can  be  expected,  a  reduction  could  be 
made. 

8.  I  estimate  therefore  the  cost  of  observations  in  this  instance  at  say  £900  if  extending 
over  two  years. 


Ordinary. 

Weekly. 

Self- registering. 

Cost  of  8  rain  gauges 

lb 

120 

192 

,,  3  gauge  weirs 

375 

375 

375 

,,  Survey  . . 

650 

650 

650 

,,  Observations 

900 

900 

900 

Totals 

2037 

2045 

2117 

OLIPH ANT’S  HOEK. 

Scheme  D. 

Survey  of  tub  Watershed  of  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Stream,  and  of  Probable  Sites 
for  One  or  More  Storage  Reservoirs. 

1.  Catchment  area  based  on  rough  map  measurements  is  about  36  square  miles. 

2.  Four  to  five  rain  gauges  should  suffice. 

3.  One  gauge  weir  should  suffice,  as  I  am  given  to  understand  that  the  stream  is  well 
defined. 

4.  Cost  of  rain  gauge  of  whicherer  pattern  may  be  selected,  same  as  in  the  Palmret 
River  case. 

5.  Cost  of  gauge  weir  same  also. 

6.  Preliminary  survey  would  probably  extend  over  60  days,  and  would  cost,  say  £400. 

7.  One  officer  with  an  occasional  assistant  during  wet  season  would  suffice. 

8.  I  estimate  the  cost  of  observation  in  this  case  if  extending  over  two  years  at  £700. 


5  rain  gauges  .  . 

Ordinary. 

70 

Weekly. 

75 

Self-Registeing. 

120 

gauge  weir 

125 

125 

125 

Survey  .  . 

400 

400 

400 

Observations  .  . 

700 

700 

700 

Totals 

..  1,295 

1,3C0 

1,345 

24th  July,  1902. 


['] 

Memo,  on  Report  by  Mi;.  W.  Westhofen  to  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works  dated 

the  15th  of  July,  1902. 


1.  Referring  to  the  first  paragraph  iu  Mr.  Westhofen’s  report  I  would  point  out  that 
there  is  much  information  in  the  published  reports  of  the  Meteorological  Commission  which 
is  applicable  to  the  catchment  area  of  Orange  Kloof.  I  have,  of  course,  additional  informa¬ 
tion  in  my  possession  which  I  will  use  in  arriving  at  conclusions  regarding  the  capabilities 
of  Orange  Kloof. 

2.  I  may  state  that  the  Council  erected  a  stream  measuring  gauge  in  Orange  Kloof 
more  than  a  year  ago,  but  I  am  not  aware  whether  readings  have  been  taken  regularly  or 
not. 

3.  Referring  to  paragraphs  Nos.  0  and  7  in  Mr.  Westhofen’s  report  I  think  the 
question  of  building  two  reservoirs  in  Orange  Kloof  may  be  summarily  dismissed.  The 
only  suitable  site  for  a  large  reservoir  is  below  the  level  of  Coustantia  Nek. 

4.  I  consider  that  the  most  important  question  remaining  to  be  settled  in  Orange  Kloof 
is  the  suitability  and  cost  of  a  site  for  the  storage  reservoir. 


St.  George’s  Chambers, 

Cape  Town,  4th  August,  1902. 


(Signed)  THOMAS  STEWART. 


Colonial  Secretary’s  Office, 

Local  Government  and  Health  Branch, 

Cape  Town,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
13th  August,  1902. 

G/729. 

1780. 


SURVEYS  OF  SOURCES  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Sir, — In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  requesting  the 
authority  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  for  incurring  the  necessary  expenditure  on  the  surveys 
of  probable  sources  of  water  supply  for  the  use  of  Cape  Town  and  Suburban  Municipalities, 
I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  Colonial  Secretary  has  had  this  matter  under  special 
consideration,  but  that  he  is  not  prepared  to  sanction  the  proposed  outlay,  as  it  is  considered 
that  such  charges  should  be  borne  by  the  responsible  Local  Authorities  eventually  concerned. 

(Signed)  NOEL  JANISCH, 

Under  Colonial  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Cape  Peninsula  Commission, 

House  of  Assembly,  Cape  Town. 


APPENDIX  L. 


STATEMENTS 

OF 

MUNICIPAL  LOANS  Raised,  Repaid  and 

Outstanding 

On  the  31st  December,  1901. 


Sea  Point  .  . 

L 

(1) 

Cape  Town 

L 

(2) 

Woodstock 

..  L 

(3) 

Mowbray  .  . 

L 

(4) 

Rondebosch 

L 

(5) 

Claremont  .  . 

L 

(6) 

Wynberg  .  . 

L 

(G 

Kalk  Bay  .  . 

L 

(8) 

Simon’s  Town 

L 

(9) 

Summary  .  . 

L 

(10) 

[G.  21— 1 902. J 


a 


STATEMENTS  re  Loans  raised,  repaid  and  outstanding,  and  of  the 


Green  and  Sea  Point  as  on  31st  December,  1901. 


Amount 

Authorized. 

Description  or  Purpose. 

r 

late  when 
Raised. 

Description  of 
Debt. 

Rate. 

When 

Redeem¬ 

able. 

Amount 

Raised. 

£ 

General. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

3,000 

General  Improvements  . 

Apl.  1887 

Debentures 

5  per  cent. 

1906 

3,000 

0 

0 

2,000 

Do.  Do. 

,,  1888 

Do. 

5  per  cent. 

1907 

2,000 

0 

0 

3,000 

Town  Hall  and.  Grounds  . . 

4,000 

Roads,  &c.,  and  General  Improve- 

ments 

Aug.  1895 

Debentures 

4  per  cent. 

1915 

4,000 

0 

0 

4,000 

Town  Hall 

A,ug.  1897 

Loan  Std.  Bank 

3£  per  cent. 

1917 

4,000 

0 

0 

2,050 

Survey  of  Municipality,  Street 

1 

') 

Name  Plates,  &c. 

1 

2,050 

0 

0 

612 

Town  Hall  (renovation) 

y 

Apl.  1900 

y  Debentures 

)*4  per  cent. 

1919 

612 

0 

0 

2,700 

Stable  Buildings 

1 

1 

2,700 

0 

0 

1,888 

Storm  Overflows 

J 

J 

1,888 

0 

0 

8,500 

Town  Hall 

Stable  Buildings 

!■ 

Tune  and 

;  Do. 

LP„ce„t. 

1917 

8,500 

0 

0 

( 

Road  Improvements 

1 

) 

I 

) 

14,500 

Kerbing  and  Guttering  Streets, 

Workmen’s  Quarters  and  altera- 

tion  Town  Hall 

•  • 

46,250 

28,750 

0 

0 

Waterworks. 

6,000 

Waterworks 

Aug.  1897 

Loan  Std.  Bank 

3^  per  cent. 

1917 

6,000 

0 

0 

1,500 

Do. 

Apl.  1900 

Debentures 

4  per  cent. 

1919 

1,500 

0 

0 

7,500 

7,500 

0 

0 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

23,000 

Drainage  Works 

Tune  1896 

Loan  Std.  Bank 

3  j  per  cent. 

1916 

23,000 

0 

0 

12, ~-00 

Do.  Do. 

A.ug,  1897 

Do. 

3£  per  cent. 

1917 

12,500 

0 

0 

10,000 

Do.  Do. 

May  1898 

Do. 

4  per  cent. 

1903 

10,000 

0 

0 

1,250 

Drainage  Ventilators 

Apl.  1900 

Debentures 

4  per  cent. 

1919 

1,250 

0 

0 

5,000 

Drainage  (Sewer  Flushing  and 

Ventilation  Works) 

Ian.  1901 

Do. 

4  per  cent. 

1917 

5,000 

0 

0 

51,750 

51,750 

0 

0 

Grand  Totals. 

105,500 

88,000 

0 

0 

Amount  i 
unuied 
Authority 


3,000  0 


14,500  0 


17,500  0 


17,500  0  ( 


3 


Expenditure  in  connection  therewith  to  the  31st  December,  1901, 


j^i  (1).  APPENDIX  L. 
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Cape  Towr  as  on  31st  December,  1901. 


Description 

of 

Debt. 

Rate. 

When 

redeem¬ 

able. 

Debentures 

5  per  cent. 

1892 

Do. 

o 

1S92 

Do. 

6 

1892 

Do. 

5 

1922 

Do. 

4  per  cent. 

1942 

Do. 

4 

1943 

Do. 

4 

1943 

Do. 

3  h 

1949 

Do. 

3-J  per  cent. 

1949 

Do. 

4 

1943 

Do. 

4  per  cent. 

1943 

Do. 

4 

1943 

Do. 

4 

1943 

Do. 

3  2 

1948 

Do. 

3i 

1948 

Do. 

H  „ 

1949 

Amount} 

Authorized. 


Description  or  Purpose. 


Date 

when 

raised. 


General . 


2,200 

5.000 

1,000 

30,500 


41.700 

50.000 


Fruit  and  Vegetable  Markets  (Old) . 
Old  Fish  Market  . . 

Shambles 

towards  Public  Works 
towards  Flushing 


Contribution 

Contribution 

Scheme 

Contribution 


towards  Small-pox 
Hospital,  &c. 

House  and  Stables,  Rutger-street 
Street  Improvements 
Washhouses 


Redemption  of  existing  Loans 


20,000 

8,000 

17.000 

20,000 

709 


City  Hall 

Baths  and  Sea  Promenade . 
New  Fish  Market. . 
Opening-up  of  Streets 
Wood-paving 
Reflotation  ExDenses 


1 868 
,  1872 
)>1882 
1888 


(  1892 
(  1S96 
|  1896 
!  1899 


13,388 

10,000 

35,000 


25,000 

20,000 

150,000 


366,000 

60,000 

40,000 

40,000 

100,000 

19,000 


12,000 


15,000 

16.000 


1.126.497 


Sundry  Public  Improvements 
Athletic  Grounds 

Making- up  and  Sewering  New  Streets 

Pier  and  Sea  Promenade 
Paving  Dock- road  with  Granite  Setts 
Makiug-up  Private  or  Unadopted 
Streets 

Improvement  of  Adopted  Streets 
Plant  and  Buildings,  StreetDepots,  &c 
Salt  Water  System 
Refuse  Destructors 
City  Hall 
Expropriation  of  Land  (Adderley- 
Street) 

Markets — Fruit,  Vegetable,  Produce 
and  Fish 
Washhouses 

Salt  Water  Swimming  Baths 


1899 

1896 


1893 

1893 

1896 

1898 

1898 

1899 


Amount 

raised. 


s.  d. 


2,200  0  0 
5,000  0  0 

1,000  0  0 
|39,50O  0  0 


J8.200  0  0 

4,650  0  0 

7.046  0  0 
18,800  0  0 


8,000  0  0 
17.000  0  0 


709 

1,066 

12,322 

10,000 

12,000 

7,046 


154,539  0  0 


Amount  of 
unused 
Authoritv. 


28,850  0 

24,154  0 

20,000  0 


20,000  0 


15,954  0 


25,000  0 

20,000  0 


150,000 

366,001) 

60,000 

40,000 

40,000 

100,000 


19,000  0 


12,000  0 
15,000  0 
16,000  0 


971,958  0 
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(2). 


APPENDIX  L. 


Amount 

repaid. 


Debt  Outstand¬ 
ing. 


Present  Annual  Charge. 

- y. - 


Interest. 


Sinking 

Fund.' 


Amount  expended  Amount  expended 
out  of  Loan  on  out  of  Revenue 
purpose  for  on  purpose  con- 
which  authorized.  cerned. 


£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

f 

5,500 

0 

0 

105 

14 

6 

3,300 

0 

0 

40 

0 

8 

6,600 

0 

0 

152 

< 

1 

4,000 

0 

0 

107 

0 

0 

< 

7,000 

0 

0 

27,450 

0 

0 

1.372 

10 

0 

1,128 

10 

0 

1 1 ,300 

0 

0 

8,501 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

5 

9 

7 

2,000 

0 

0 

432 

Hi 

6 

(  8,200 

0 

0 

328 

0 

0 

61 

0 

0 

1 

12,850 

0 

0 

(  4,650 

0 

0 

186 

0 

0 

) 

(  7,046 

(  18,800 

0 

0 

0 

0 

281 

658 

16 

0 

10 

0 

/ 

) 

25,846 

0 

0 

8,000 

0 

0 

280 

0 

0 

8,000 

0 

0 

978 

18 

2 

17,000 

0 

0 

680 

0 

0 

17,000 

0 

0 

1.817 

16 

8 

709 

0 

0 

28 

7 

709 

0 

0 

7.852 

19 

3 

j  13,388 

v) 

0 

1  42 
(  492 

12 

17 

10 

7 

) 

) 

1 3,388 

0 

0 

6,526 

6 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

350 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

4,583 

5 

10 

19.046 

0 

1 

(  420 

(  246 

0 

12 

0 

2 

) 

) 

19,046 

0 

0 

6,024 

i 

9 

Amount  tem¬ 
porarily  spent 
out  of  Revenue 
balance  pending 
flotation  of  Loans. 


Total  Expenditure 
on  purpose  con¬ 
cerned  from  all 


s.  d. 


2,200  0  0 

5,000  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

2,0o0  0  0 


1,250  0  0 


134,289  0  0  5,366  16  7 


1,189  10  0 


9,749 


6  1 


2,939  2  0 
29,938  16  10 


1,54,539  0  0 


79,755  0  1  1 


£  s.  d. 


6,980  11  11 


,925  8  2 

0  17  6 


2,774  18  8 
40,000  0  0 


19.000  0  0 
8,401  9  11 


79,083  6  2 


£ 


s.  d. 


5,605  14  6 
3,340  0  8 
6.752  7  1 

4,107  0  0 

7,000  0  0 

19.801  0  0 

3.000  0  0 
5,005  9  7 
2,432  16  6 

12,850  0  0 

32,826  11  11 

8,978  18  2 

18,817  16  8 

8,561  19  3 

19,914  6  0 

14,583  5  10 

26,995  9  1 1 

0  17  6 


2,774  18  8 
49.749  6  1 


21,939  2  0 
38,340  6  9 


313,377  7  1 


Continued  on  next  page. 
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Cape  Town  as  on  31st  December,  1901.— (continued). 


Amount  „ 

Authorized.  Description  or  Purpose. 


I 


Date 

Description 

When 

when 

of 

Kate. 

redeem¬ 

raise  1. 

Debt. 

able. 

Amount 

raised. 


Amount  o:  I 
unused  ! I 
Authority  i 


£ 

Wclterrvorks. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

‘50.00CT) 

f  1883 

Debentures 

5 

per  cent. 

1922 

|50,000 

0 

0 

*1,650  | 
•10.000 
•17,700  f 

*6,000  j 

Purchase  of  Platteklip  Water  Rights,  &c. 
Additional  Water  Storage.  New 

Main  and  Service  Pipes 

[  1887 

J  1888 

1  1889 
|  1890 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

5 

4J 

H 

44 

j  j 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1,650 

10,000 

17,700 

6,000 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

*4.700 J 

11891 

Do. 

4.) 

)5 

1901 

4,700 

0 

0 

•36.200 

Reconstruction.  Molteno  Reservoir  . 

1884 

Do. 

5 

1892 

36,200 

0 

0 

*25,000 

Woodhead  Tunnel  and  Pipe  Track  .  . 

1888 

Do. 

5 

1892 

25,000 

0 

0 

50,000 

Water  Storage,  Table  Mountain 

1893 

Do. 

4 

1943 

50,000 

0 

0 

7.984 

Special  Waterworks  Expenses,  Sea 

Point,  &c. 

1893 

Do. 

4 

1943 

7,984 

0 

0 

97,000 

Water  Storage,  Table  Moun‘  ain 

1893 

Do. 

4 

,, 

1943 

97,000 

0 

0 

145,250 

Redemption  of  existing  Loans 

(  1893 

1  1896 

Do. 

Do. 

4 

4 

” 

1943 

1943 

101,250 

15,150 

0 

0 

0 

0 

j  28,850 

0  ) 

3,766 

Reflotion  Expenses 

1893 

Do- 

4 

,  , 

1943 

3,766 

0 

0 

147,000 

Additional  Storage  Reservoir 

f  1898 
)  1899 

Do. 

Do. 

3% 

H 

” 

1948 

1949 

28,000 

66,000 

0 

0 

0 

0 

|  53,000 

0  1 

50,000 

Water  Mains  Comprehensive  Scheme 

50,000 

0  ) 

40,000 

Service  Reservoir,  Kloof  Nek 

10,000 

0  ) 

692,250 

520,400 

0 

0 

171,850 

0  I 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

*10,500 

Various  Old  Works 

1883 

Debentures 

5 

1942 

10,500 

0 

0 

‘12,000 

Intercepting  Sewer,  District  VI 

1877 

Do. 

5 

1892 

12,000 

0 

0 

*6,075 

Survey  and  Drainage  of  Cape  Town 

1888 

Do. 

4^ 

2 

5  ) 

1898 

6,075 

0 

0 

28,575 

Redemption  of  Existing  Loans 

|  1892 
(  1896 

Do. 

Do. 

4 

4 

J  J 

1942 

1943 

18,075 

10,500 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5,232 

Sundry  Public  Improvements 

1896 

Do. 

4 

>  > 

1943 

5,232 

0 

0 

162,000 

Comprehensive  Drainage  Scheme 

j  1892 
(  1893 

Do. 

Do. 

4 

4 

1942 

1943 

fl51,775 

10,225 

0 

0 

0 

0 

100,000 

Completion  of  Drainage  Scheme  and 

i  1898 

Do. 

H 

J  J 

1948 

41,000 

0 

0 

Sea  Outfall 

1  1899 

Do. 

3^ 

.  , 

1949 

59,000 

0 

0 

135,000 

Stormwater  Sewer  (Scheme  B) 

(  1898 
)  1899 

Do. 

Do. 

3  A 
3  A 

>> 

1948 

1949 

9,000 

74,954 

0 

0 

0 

0 

|  51,046 

01 

250,000 

Stormwater  Drainage  (Scheme  A)  . . 

250,000 

01 

709,382 

408,336 

0 

0 

301,046 

0  J 

Electric  Lighting. 

90,000 

Electric  Installation  (Original) 

1893 

Debentures 

4 

per  cent. 

1943 

90,000 

0 

0 

100.000 

Additional  Plant,  &c. 

.  . 

100,000 

oc 

190,000 

.. 

90,000 

0 

0 

100,000 

oo 

2,718,129 

Grand  Totals 

1,173,275 

0 

0 

1,544,854 

0(1 

*  Authoriti*i  since  superseded,  t  Repayable  by  annual  drawings,  commencing  in  1890.  \  Repayable  by  annual  drawings  commencing  in  1902. 

Note  I.— Sinking  Funds  have  now  been  provide 
Not*  II. — The  amounts  expended  out  of  Revenue  are  greatly  understated  ;  the  figures  given  being  the  sums  pai 
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APPENDIX  L, 


(2) — ( continued ). 


nount  repaid. 

Debt  Outstand- 

Present  Annual  Charge 

t  .  _  _  _ 

. 

Amount  expended  Amount  expended 
out  of  Loan  on  out  of  Revenue 

Amount  tem¬ 
porarily  spent 
out  of  Revenue 
balance  pending 
dotation  of  Loans. 

Total  Expenditure 
on  purpose  con¬ 
cerned  from  all 

ing. 

1 

purpose 

for 

on  purpose 

con- 

Interest. 

Sinking 

Fund. 

which  authorized. 

cerned. 

f 

sources. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s. 

d. 

2,550 

0 

0 

27,450 

0 

0 

1,372 

10 

0 

1,128 

10 

0 

1 

1 

1,650 

0 

0 

1 

0,000 

0 

0 

!  14,000 

f  58,050 

0 

0 

126 
f  4,171 

14 

9 

14,125  14 

9 

7,700 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

0 

62,221  15 

0 

6,000 

0 

0 

!  18,000 

0 

0 

456 

17 

4 

18,456  17 

4 

4,700 

0 

0 

J 

J 

6,200 

0 

0 

36,200 

0 

0 

1,294 

18 

11 

37,494  18 

11 

5,000 

0 

0 

25,000 

0 

0 

18,569 

2 

5 

43,569  2 

5 

50,000 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 

50,000 

0 

0 

50,000  0 

0 

7.984 

0 

0 

319 

7 

2 

7,984 

0 

0 

373 

4 

8 

8,367  4 

8 

97,000 

0 

0 

3,880 

0 

0 

97,000 

0 

0 

6,182 

3 

9 

103,182  3 

9 

101,250 

0 

0 

4,050 

0 

0 

II 

II 

15,150 

0 

0 

606 

0 

0 

II 

II 

,  , 

3,766 

0 

0 

150 

12 

10 

3,766 

0 

0 

j  16,797 

3,766  0 

0 

|  94,000 

0 

O' 

980 

2,310 

0 

0 

0 

0 

|  94.000 

0 

0 

3 

6 

|  15,754  2  0 

1 

126,551  5 

6 

348  15  8 

348  15 

3 

3,800 

0 

0 

396,600 

0 

0 

15,668 

10 

0 

1,128 

10 

0 

404,000 

0 

0 

47,971 

0 

4 

16,102  17  8 

468,073  18 

0 

J,500 

0 

0 

10,500 

0 

0 

65 

2 

1 

10,565  2 

1 

2,000 

0 

0 

12,000 

0 

0 

2,553 

15 

10 

14,553  16 

10 

3,075 

0 

0 

18,075 

0 

0 

723 

0 

0 

137 

0 

0 

6,075 

0 

0 

15 

3 

9 

II 

6,090  3 

9 

10,500 

0 

0 

420 

0 

0 

II 

II 

5,232 

0 

0 

209 

5 

7 

5,232 

0 

0 

5,232  0 

0 

\  162,000 

0 

0 

6.071 

409 

1,435 

2,065 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1,141 

0 

0 

|  162,000 

0 

0 

) 

51,921 

12 

0 

) 

313,921  12 

0 

j  100,000 

0 

0 

0 

j  100,000 

0 

0 

1 

) 

83,954 

0 

0 

(  315 

1  2,623 

0 

7 

0 

10 

I  83,954 

0 

0 

2,172 

6 

6 

18,650  19  10 

104,777  6 

4 

i,575 

0 

0 

379,761 

0 

0 

14,270 

13 

5 

1,278 

0 

0 

379,761 

0 

0 

56,728 

0 

2 

18,650  19  10 

455,140  0 

0 

> 

90,000 

0 

0 

3,600 

0 

0 

90,000 

0 

0 

1,034 

19 

5 

91,034  19 

6 

/ 

1 

14,925 

10 

4 

33,546  8  11 

48,471  19 

3 

90,000 

0 

0 

3,600 

0 

0 

90,000 

0 

0 

15,960 

9 

9 

33,546  8  11 

139,506  18 

8 

10,625 

“ - 

0 

0 

1,000,650 

0 

0 

38.906 

0 

0 

3.596 

0 

0 

1,028.300 

0 

0 

200,414 

11 

2 

147,383  12  7 

I 

1,376,098  3 

9 

j|  Amount  raised  expended  in  redeeming  previous  Loans. 

r  the  who’e  of  the  existing  Loans. 

to  the  Loan  Fund  ;  in  many  instances,  the  extension  or  completion  of  a  work  was  charged  direct  to  Revenue. 


I 

Woodstock  as  on  31st  December,  1901. 


Amount 

Authorized. 

Description  or  Purpose. 

Date 

when 

raised. 

Description  of  Debt. 

Rate. 

When  re¬ 
deemable. 

Amount 

raised. 

Amount 
of  unused 
Authority, 

18,000 

30,000 

General. 

Paying  off  the  overdraft  at  the 
Bank,  to  pay  the  Government 
loan  and  enable  the  Council 
to  construct  the  kerbing  and 
guttering,  form  and  make 
roads,  streets  and  squares, 
also  to  construct  an  invert, 
as  specified  in  the  Schedule 
advertised 

Kerbing  and  guttering  streets 
and  other  works  connected 
with  Public  "Work 

1895 

1895 

1900 

Debentures  falling  due 
1919-1944 

Debent  ur es  falling  due 
1919-1941 

4  per  cent. 

31  per  cent. 

4  per  cent. 

25  years 

22  years 

£  s.  d. 

13,700  0  0 

4,300  0  0 

30,000  0  0 

£  s.  < 

48,000 

48,000  0  0 

125,000 

Waterworks. 

^  share  of  suburban  water¬ 
works 

1900 

Loan,  Standard 
Bank 

5  per  cent. 

1902 

56,723  16  0 

68,276  4 

173.000 

Grand  Totals  . . 

' 

104,723  16  0 

68,276  4 

Oliphant’s  Hoek  Water  Scheme 

1901 

Debentures  falling  due 
1.6.1906 

4  per  cent. 

5  years 

20,000  0  0 

Mowbray  as  on  31st  December,  1901. 


Amount 

Authorized. 

Description  or  Purpose. 

Date 

when 

raised. 

Description  of  Debt. 

Rate. 

When 

redeem¬ 

able. 

Amount 

raised. 

Amount  o 
unused 
Authority 

- 

t 

- 

£ 

General. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s. 

2,500 

r 

12,500*' 

1 

l 

r 

25,000  -< 

l 

16,000 

Town  Hall 

Town  Hall  . . 

Kerbing  and  Channelling 
Repayment  of  Old  Loan  )- 

Rapenberg  Farm 

Washhouses  . .  . .  J 

New  Roads  . .  . .  ^ 

Kerbing  and  Channelling 

Town  Hall  Additions  . . 

Naming  Streets,  etc. 

Repiairs  to  Drinking  Fountain  f 
Stamps  on  Debentures  (less  Pre-  1 
miums) 

Steenbras  River  Scheme  J 

1893 

1895 

1899-1901 

Debentures,  S.  A. 
Association. 

(  Debentures  South 
African  Mutual 
(  Assurance  Co. 

1  jj-  U 

)  -  ° 

|  /a 

2,500  0  0 

12,500  0  0 

25,000  0  0 

16,000  0 

) 

56,000 

40,000  0  0 

16,000  0 

) 

125,000 

Waterworks. 

|  Share  of  Suburban  Municipal 
Waterworks 

1900 

Loan  Standard 
Bank 

5  %, 

1902 

56,723  16  0 

68,276  4 

1 

181,000 

Grand  Totals . 

_ 

96,723  16  0 

84,276  4 

9 


(3) 


APPENDIX  L, 


Amount 
repaid . 

Debt 

Outstanding. 

Present  Annual  Charge, 
i - - - > 

Amount  expended 
out  of  Loan  on 
purpose  for 
which 
authorized. 

Amount 
expended 
out  of 
other  Loan 
Moneys. 

Amount  spent  on  some 
other  purpose. 

Balance  unexpended. 

Interest. 

Sinking  Fd. 

"v 

Purpose. 

Amount. 

Lent  to  P.e- 

Iu  hand.  venue  Account. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s. 

d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  8.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

13,700  0 

0 

548  0  0 

.. 

4,300  0 

0 

150  10  0 

| 

>  40,686  8  0 

•• 

2,313  12  0 

5,000  0  0 

.. 

30,000  0 

0 

1,200  0  0 

J 

48,000  0 

0 

1,898  10  0 

40,686  8  0 

2,313  12  0 

5,000  0  0 

56,723  16 

0 

2,836  3  10 

55,777  9  1 

-• 

946  611 

104,723  16 

0 

4,734  13  10 

96,463  17  1 

3,259  18  11 

5,000  0  0 

20,000  0 

0 

800  0  0 

20,000  0  0 

*  * 

(4) 


Present  Annual  Charge. 

Amount  ex¬ 
pended  out  of 
Loan  on  purpose 
for  which 
authorized. 

Amount 

expended 

Amount 
some  other 

spent  on 

Balance  unexpended. 

Amount 

Debt 

out  of 

J 

repaid. 

Outstanding. 

Interest. 

Sinking 

Fund. 

other 

Loan 

Moneys. 

V 

Purpose. 

Amount. 

In  hand. 

Lent  to Reve¬ 
nue  Account. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  8.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  8.  d. 

£  8.  d. 

50ft  0  0 

2,500  0  0 
358  14  11 
3,987  4  1 

1 

12,500  0  0 

562  10  0 

2,392  17  6 
4,212  9  0 
1,547  7  3 
14.876  14  9 

>  •• 

J  1 

'I 

1  7  3 

648  8  6 
3,576  13  5 

1 

25.000  0  0 

1,125  0  0 

..  j 

224  5  2 

2  4  9 

>  •• 

60  15  1 

4,200  8  4 

I 

7  10  0 

•  • 

1,403  0  0 

J 

.  . 

!,500  0  0 

37,500  0  0 

1,687  10  0 

35,737  9  4 

60  15  1 

4,201  15  7 

56,723  16  0 

2,836  3  10 

55,777  9  1 

946  6  11 

1,500  0  0 

94,223  16  0 

4,523  13  10 

91,514  18  5 

1,007  2  0 

4,201  15  7 

[G  21—190^.]  i 
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Rondebosch  as  on  31st  December  1901. 


Amount 

authorized. 

Description  or  Purpose. 

Date 

when 

raised. 

Description  of  Debt. 

Bate. 

When  re¬ 
deemable  . 

Amount 

raised. 

Amount  of  j. 
used  author 

General.  - 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s.  . 

r 

Erection  of  Wasbho  ses  and  to 

3.200  ^ 

cover  additional  cost  of  side- 
paths  alone  Main  and  Bel- 

>-  1894 

Debentures 

44  per  cent. 

•  •  7 

3,200 

0 

0 

niont  Boads 

;  1 

2.500  j 

Completing  and  equipping  the 
Town  Hall 

j  1899 

Do. 

5  ,, 

2,500 

0 

0 

( 

Erection  of  Town  Hall 

'  ) 

Local  Works 

12,550 

0 

0 

1S.OOO  J 

Erection  of  Municipal  Stables  . . 

'  1899 

Loan  Fd. 

40  vears 

2,S50 

0 

0 

( 

Redemption  of  Debentures 

) 

2,600 

0 

0 

I 

1,500 

Additional  cost  of  Town  Hall 

1900 

Debentures 

5  per  cent. 

1,500 

0 

0 

j 

25.200 

.. 

25,200 

0 

0 

Waterworks. 

125,000  | 

1  share  of  Suburban  Municipal 
W  aterworks 

|  1900 

Loan ,  St  andard 
Bank. 

5  per  cent. 

1902 

56,723 

16 

0 

68.276  4  ' 

150,200 

Grand  Totals  . . 

• 

•• 

.. 

•• 

SI. 923 

16 

0 

68,276  4  ) 

Claremont  as  on  31st  December,  1901. 

Amount 

Authorized. 

Description  or  Purpose. 

Date 

when 

Raised. 

Description  of  Debt. 

Rate. 

When 

Redeem¬ 

able. 

Amount 

Raised. 

Amount 
of  unusec 
Authority 

£ 

General. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£  s.  1 

2,600  | 

Eoads  and  Bridges 

Old  Debts 

1889 

[  Debentures 

5  per  cent. 

1,855 

745 

0 

0 

0 

0 

r 

1 

Boads  and  Bridges 

1892 

1 

2,983 

1 5 

1 

Town  Hall 

Annual  Drawings 

2,362 

i 

6 

•  •  - 

6.750-<; 

tV  ashhouses 

Property  Purchased 

;  of  £  1 0  0 — option 
,  of  repayment  at 

4  J  per  cent  . 

•• 

1,000 

151 

0 

16 

0 

11 

' 

Old  Debts 

end  of  10  years 

15 

18 

10 

L 

Contingencies 

,, 

j 

236 

1 

8 

l 

Boads  and  Bridges 

1S94 

/  Repayable  at  end 
i  of  15  years 

5,534 

18 

1 

7.500 

Washhouses 

Town  Hall 

” 

44  per  cent. 

1,675 

58 

0 

6 

0 

2 

r 

i 

Contingencies 

Boads  including  Kerbing  and 

1 

231 

15 

16 

9 

Guttering  andLevel  Crossings. 

1599 

12,485 

4 

Wagon  and  other  Sheds 

* 

1 

520 

9 

10 

16.000^' 

Town  Hall 

Boad  t\  atering  Plant  . . 

y  Local  Works 

Loan— 33  years 

1 

44  per  cent. 

234 

225 

7 

15 

3 

9 

Properties  Purchased  . . 

831 

16 

0 

Washhouses  . . 

359 

4 

10 

L 

Stormwater,  Culverts,  &c. 

-> 

1,342 

10 

0 

20,000  0  i 

20.000 

Boads  under  Act  41  of  1899 

501 

Boads  and  Bridges 

501  0  1 

1.543 

Stormwater.  Culverts,  &e. 

1,543  0  i 

2.378 

Stables  and  Shed 

t  . 

2,378  0  i 

1,130 

Property  Purchased  . . 

1,130  0  t 

142 

W ashhouses  . . 

142  0  1 

129 

Fencing  Sanitary  Deposit  Ground 

.  * 

129  0  1 

177 

Contingencies 

” 

17 1  O' 

58.850 

32,850 

0 

0 

26,000  0 

Waterworks. 

125.000 

4  Share  of  Suburban  Municipal 

Loan,  Standard 

56,723 

16 

68,276  3 

Waterworks 

1900 

Bank 

5  per  cent. 

1902 

1 

183,850 

Gri  nd  Totals. 

89,573 

16 

1 

94,276  3 

APPENDIX  L. 


II 


-<) 


Debt 

outstanding. 

Present  Annual  Charge. 

Amount  expended 

expended  Amou°t  spent  °n  9°me 

out  of  other  purp0se- 

Balance  Unexpended. 

i _  _  _  j 

iiount 

paid. 

- y 

- ;  out  of  Loan  on 

|  Lent  to 

Interes1. 

Sinking 

Fund. 

authorized. 

other  loan 
moneys.  P^pose. 

Amount. 

In  hand. 

:  some  other 
Account. 

s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

1 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  8.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

•• 

3,200  0  0 

144  0  0 

3,188  9  8 

.. 

,  . 

| 

2,500  0  0 

125  0  0 

f  14,263  0  4 

Interest 
on  over- 

(  21  10  0 

>1,180  19  0 

( 

draft 

) 

.  . 

3!  17  5 

17,617  2  7 

905  15  10 

2.596  1  0 

St<enbrns 

) 

2,600  0  0 

Water 

1  Scheme 

j  1.350  0  0 

• 

•• 

1,500  0  0 

75  0  0 

•• 

I 

J 

3:  17  5 

24,817  2  7 

314  0  0 

P05  15  10 

22,647  1  1  0 

1,371  10  0 

1,180  19  0 

-• 

56,723  16  0 

2,S36  3  10 

55,777  9  1 

946  6  11 

31  17  5 

81.540  18  7 

3,180  3  10 

905  15  10 

78,425  0  1 

1,371  10  0 

2.127  5  11 

<>) 


mount 

ipaid. 


Debt 

Outstanding. 


Amount  Ex-  Amount 

Present  Annual  Charge.  pended  out  of  Expended 
Loan  or  purpose  out  of 


Interest. 


s.  d. 
6*  0  0 


6)  0  0 


I*  8  0 


9  8  0 


9  8  0 


£  s.  d. 
800  0  0 


>  6.250  0  0 


7,500  0  0 


£  s.  d. 
90  0  0 


>281  5  0 


337  10  0 


Interest  and 
Sinking 
Fund. 


£  s.  d. 


>15,510  12  0 


>877  9  8 


31.060  12  0  70S  15  0  877  9  8 


56,723  16  1  2,836  3  10 


87,784  S  1  3,544  18  10  877  9  8 


for  which 
authorized. 


£  s.  d. 
1,855  0  0 
74-i  0  0 

2,962  11  3 

3,038  4  3 
581  8  9 

151  16  11 
15  18  10 

5,320  15  5 
2,120  18  5 
58  6  2 


3,694  10  11 
413  10  10 
193  10  0 
225  15  9 
1,014  19  6 
343  14  10 
977  10  2 


other 

Loau 

Moneys. 

£ 


Amount  spent  on 
some  other  Purpose. 


Balance  Unexpended. 


Purpose. 


Amount.  In  Hand. 


Lent 

to  Revenue 
Account. 


23,743  12  0 


55,777  9  2 


79,521  1  2 


£  s.  d. 


£  8.  d . 


£  s.  d. 


>  106  8  0 


9,000  0  0 


106  8  0  9,000  0  0 


946  6  11 


1,052  14  11  9.000  0  0 


Wynberg  as  on  31st  December,  1901 


Amount 

Authorized. 

Description  or  Purpose. 

Date  when 
raised. 

Description 
of  Debt. 

Rate. 

When  Re¬ 
deemable. 

Amount 

raised. 

Amount  o: 

unused 

Authority. 

£ 

General  Purposes. 

£ 

£  s.  i 

975 

Interest  and  Contingencies 

1  Sep.,  1890 

Debentures. 

5 

June,  1896 

975 

2,250 

l  Fencing  Park,  Kerbing  New 

1  Eoads  . . 

8  May,  1893 

Do. 

5 

June,  1901 

2,250 

1.000 

New  Roads,  Kerbing  . . 

8  Oct.,  1894 

Do. 

4 

June,  190o 

1,000 

.  # 

1,673 

New  Roads,  Kerbing  . . 

21  Aug.,  1896 

Do. 

3-1- 

June,  1905 

1,673 

.  . 

18,500 

\  Mew  Roads,  Municipal  Build- 

)  7  Mar.  and  5 

'  ings 

Do. 

)  4J 

)  June, 1905 

18,500 

450 

i  Municipal  Stables,  Kerbing  and 

j  Sep.,  1898 

I  4 

i  June,  1905 

4c  0 

•  , 

Gutteriug 

24,S4S 

•• 

•• 

24,848 

•• 

£ 

Waterworks. 

£ 

£  s.  < 

16,000 

Extension  of  Mains — Purchase 

of  Orange  Kloof  Farm 

18  Oct.,  1887 

Debentures. 

0 

June,  1893 

16,000 

i 

4,000 

Extension  of  Mains  and  Service 

Reservoir 

17  Dec.,  1888 

Do. 

5 

June,  1894 

4,000 

1,425  | 

Storage  Reservoir,  Compensation 

(  1  Sept.,  1S90 

Do. 

5 

June,  1896 

1,425 

600  ( 

and  Contingencies 

(  1  Sept.,  1890 

Do. 

June,  1896 

600 

8,000 

Storage  Reservoir  I 

17  Aug.,  1891 

Do. 

4$ 

June,  1898 

8,000 

2,250 

Storage  Reservoir  Meters 

8  May,  1893 

Do. 

O 

June,  1901 

2,250 

1,000 

Extension  of  Mams 

8  Oct.,  1894 

Do. 

4 

June,  1905 

1,000 

8,000 

Storage  Reservoir  II 

9  Sent.,  1895 

Do. 

1 

June,  1905 

8.000 

5,327 

I  Reduction  Loans,  1,  2,  3  and 

1  Meters  . . 

1  Reduction  Loans  1,2,  3,  Service 

21  Aug.,  1896 

Do. 

| 

J 

June,  1905 

5,327 

11,500 

Reservoir  II,  Extensions 
'  and  Meters 

25  Jan.,  1897 

Do. 

)  3" 

June,  1907 

11,500 

4,550 

f  Service  Reservoir  II,  Extension 
(  and  Meters 

7  March  and  5 
Sept.,  1898 

Do. 

I  4 

June,  1905 

4,550 

•• 

17,000 

)  Extension  Change  Kloof  Main 
/  Meters  ;  Extension  of  Mains 

17  Jan.,  1900 

Do. 

1  4 1 

j  12 

June,  1905 

13.500 

3,500  0 

2,000 

Diep  River  Extension . . 

27  Jan.,  1900 

Do. 

4 

June,  1915 

2,000 

3,000 

Service  Reservoir  II 

4  Feb.,  1901 

Do. 

5 

at  3  months 

3,000 

notice 

84,652 

81,152 

3,500  0  j 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

£ 

£  «.  c 

f 

Purchase  of  Farms  ;  Preliminary 

i 

i  * 

60,000  ' 

/ 

Survey 

14  June,  1899 

Debentures 

J  une,  1 905 

7,000 

) 

Drainage  Pipes  and  Carriage 

14  Feb.,  1901 

Do. 

(at  3  m’ths 

43,000  0 

notice) 

10,000 

60,000 

17  000 

43,000  0 

169,500 

Grand  Totals 

123,000 

46,500  0  I 
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APPENDIX  L. 


Amount 

repaid. 


Debt 

outstand¬ 

ing. 


Prt  sent  Annual  Charge. 

1 - -v - - 


Interest. 


Sinking 

Fund. 


Amount  ex-  Amount 

pended  out  of  expended 

Loan  on  purpose  out  of  other 
for  which  Loan 

authorized.  moneys. 


Amount  spent  on  some 
other  Purpose. 


Purpose.  Amount. 


Balance  unexpended. 


In  hand. 


Lent  to  some 
other  Loan 
Account. 


l£  *.  d. 


£  s.  d. 


4  DO  0  0 

1.00  0  0 
00  0  0 


».  >0  0  0 


£  i.  d. 


4 


£ 

975 

2,250 

1,000 

1,673 

18,500 

450 


£  s.  d. 

48  15  0 

112  10  0 
40  0  0 
58  11  1 

832  10  0 
18  0  0 


£  s.  d. 


£  s.  d. 


24,848 


1,110  6  1 


£  s.  d. 


11,200  560  0  0 


2,900 

1,025 

600 

8,000 

2,250 

1,000 

8,000 

5,327 


145  0  0 
51  5  0 

27  0  0 

380  0  0 
112  10  0 
40  0  0 
320  0  0 

186  8  11 


11,500  402  10  0 


4,550 

13,500 

2,000 

3,000 


182  0  0 

607  10  0 
80  0  0 
150  0  0 


74,852  3,244  3  11 


7,000 


£  s.  d. 


315  0  0 


10,000  5C0  0  0 


17,000  815  0  0 


0  0  0 


119,700  5,169  10  0 


£  s.  d. 


24.848  0  0  380  2 


24,848  0  0 


£  s.  d. 

16,000  0  0 

4,000  0  0 
1 ,090  0  1 

8,000  0  0 
2,250  0  0 
1,000  0  0 
8,000  0  0 

527  0  0 

10,000  0  0 

5,294  14  7 

15,320  12  3 

1,642  0  10 

1,638  4  4 
89  7  11 


380  2  7 


£  s.  d. 


£  s.  d. 


1,233  12  0 


74,852  0  0  1,233  12  0 


£  s.  d. 


7,000  0  0 


5,529  17  4 


£  s.  d. 


12,529  17  4 


112,229  17  4 


1,613  14  7 


£  s.  d. 


Loan  repaid 


£  s.  d. 


6,300  0  0 


6,3v0  0  0 


£  s.  d. 


£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 


2,856  8  1 


£  s.  d. 


£  s.  d. 


1,233  12  0 
380  2  7 


2,856  8  1  1,613  14  7 


6,300  0  0  2,856  8  1  1,613  14  7 
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Kalk  Bay  as  on  3ist  December,  1901. 


I. 


Amount 

authorized. 

Description  or  Purj  use. 

Date 

when 

raised. 

Description 
of  Debt. 

Rate. 

When  Re¬ 
deemable. 

Amount 

raised. 

Amount  of 
Unused 
Authority. 

£ 

General. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s.  c 

650 

Sanitary  Plant 

1895 

Local  Works  Loan. 

4  per  cent. 

650 

0 

0 

25  Years 

3,000 

Municipal  Offices  and  Ground  . . 

1901  \ 

'  3,000 

0 

0 

3.000 

Municipal  Stables  and  Cottages 

I 

Repayable  30tli  June, 

5  per  cent. 

1 908 

j 

for  Employes 

1901  i 

1908 

<  3,000 

0 

0 

2,000 

Roads  under  Act  41  of  Is 09 

1901  J 

l  2,000 

0 

0 

S,650 

8,650 

0 

0 

Waterworks. 

( 

W aterworks  . , 

1898 

Repayable  30th  June, 

4£  per  cent. 

1908 

20,000 

0 

0 

26,000  | 

1908 

1899 

5  per  cent. 

,  , 

6,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

» 

1901 

» 

5  per  cent. 

>  > 

1,000 

0 

0 

27,000 

.. 

27,00  ) 

0 

0 

35,650 

Grand  Totals  .  . 

•• 

35,650 

0 

0 

1 

I. 


Simonstown  as  on  31st  December,  1901. 


Amount 

Authorized. 

Description  or  purpose. 

Date 

when 

raised. 

Description  of  Debt. 

Rate. 

When 

redeema¬ 

ble. 

Amount, 

laised 

Amount 
of  unused 
Authority. 

£ 

1,125 

General. 

Stables,  &c. 

1901 

Local  Works  Loan, 

4  per  cent. 

25  years. 

£  s.  d. 

1,125  0  0 

£  s.  d 

11,000 

Waterworks. 

Water  Supply 

1896 

Local  Works  Loan, 

4  per  cent. 

25  years. 

11,000  0  0 

2,500 

1,346 

New  Reservoir 

Water  Extensions 

1898 

1901 

)  > 

” 

2,500  0  0 
1,346  0  0 

14,846 

14.84R  0  0 

1,929 

Drainage 

1901 

Local  Works  Loan, 

4  per  cent. 

25  years. 

1,929  0  0 

17,900 

Grurnd  Totals  . . 

17,900  0  0 

15 


(8)  APPENDIX  L. 


Amount 

repaid. 

Debt 

Outstanding. 

Present  Annual  Charge. 

a 

Amount  expended 
out  of  Loan  on 
purpose  for 
which  authorized. 

Amount 
expended 
out  of 
other  Loan 
Moneys. 

Amount  spent  on 

[some  other 
purpose. 

A 

Balance  Unexpended. 

Interest . 

i 

Interest  and 
Sinking  Fd. 

Pur¬ 

pose. 

Amount. 

In  hand. 

Lent  to  Revenue 
Account. 

£  s.  d. 

102  2  4 

•• 

£  s.  d. 

547  17  8 

3,000  0  0 

3,000  0  0 
2,000  0  0 

£  s.  d. 

|  400  0  0 

/ 

£  s.  d. 

41  8  10 

£  s.  d. 

650  0  0 

|  3,114  19  4 

1  101  2  10 

)  1,941  9  0 

£  s.  d. 

\ 

\ 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

1,462  12  5 

1,379  16  5 

102  2  4 

8,547  17  8 

400  0  0 

41  8  10 

5,807  11  2 

1,462  12  5 

1,379  16  5 

•• 

20,000  0  0 

6,000  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

900  0  0 

300  0  0 
50  0  0 

•• 

20,000  0  0 

6,000  0  0 
569  2  5 

•• 

• 

430  17  7 

27,000  0  0 

1,250  0  0 

26,569  2  5 

430  17  7 

102  2  4 

35,517  17  8 

1,650  0  0 

41  S  10 

32,376  13  7 

•• 

•  • 

1,462  12  5 

1,810  14  0 

. 


(9) 


Amount 

repaid. 


£  s.  d. 


=23  9  3 
53  16  o 


Debt 

Outstanding. 


£  s.  d. 
1,125  0  0 


Present  Annual  Charge. 


Interest. 


Interest  and 
Sinking  Fd. 


£  s.  d. 


9.576  10  9 

2.346  3  7 

1.346  0  0 


77  5  8  13,268  14  4 


177  5  8 


1,929  0  0 


16,322  14  4 


122  15  6 

1,139  3  4 

£  s.  d. 
71  12  2 


700  0  0 

159  2  4 

85  13  4 


944  15  8 


Amount  expended 
out  of  Loan  on 
purpose  for 
which  authorized. 


£  s.  d. 
66  15  6 


11,000  0  0 

2,500  0  0 
528  2  2 


14,028  2 


Amount  spent  on 
Amount  some  other 
expended  purpose. 

out  of  f - - J  1 - 

other  Loan  Pur- 

Moneys.  pose,  i  Amount.  In  hand. 


Balance  unexpended. 


£  s.  d. 


£  s.  d. 


d. 


V - 

Lent  to  Revenue 
Account. 


£  s.  d. 
1,058  4  6 


1,662  18  1 


15,757  15  9 


New  go  14  9 

Reserv’rl 


62  14  9 


103  IS  10 


103  18  10 


62  14  9 


103  18  10 


651  4  3 

651  4  3 


266  111 


1,975  10  8 
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Summary  of  Statements  showing  the  Loans  raised  by  certain  Municipalities fa 

amount  Outstanding,  §.} 


Amount 

authorized. 

Description  or  Purpose. 

Date  when 
Raised. 

Description  of  Debt. 

Rate. 

When 
Redf  era- 
able. 

Amount 

Raistd. 

Amount  of 
unused 
Authority. 

Amount 

Repaid. 

Debt 

Outstandi 

£ 

General  Purposes. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£  f 

■46,250 

Green  and  Sea  Point 

1SS7-1901 

Debentures,  &c. 

3|  to  5 

1906-1919 

28,750 

0 

0 

17,500 

0 

O' 

28  750 

1,126,497 

Cape  Town. . 

1868-1899 

Debentures 

3|  to  6 

1892-1949 

154,534 

0 

(1 

971,958 

0 

0 

20,250 

0 

0 

134,289 

48,000 

Woodstock  . . 

1896-1900 

Debentures 

3|  to  4 

1919-1944 

48.00U 

0 

0 

48,000 

56,000 

Mowbrav  . . 

1S93-1101 

Debentures 

n 

40,000 

0 

0 

16,090 

0 

0 

2,500 

0 

0 

37,500 

25.200 

Rondebosch 

18.14-1900 

Debentures,  &c. 

ik  to  5 

-1939 

25,200 

0 

0 

•• 

382 

17 

5 

24,817 

58,850 

Claremont  . . 

1889-1 S9f 

Debenture  s,  &a. 

32,850 

0 

0 

26,000 

0 

0 

1,789 

8 

0 

31,060  1 

24.S48 

Wynberg  .. 

1890-1S9S 

Debentures 

3|  to  5 

1896-1905 

24,848 

0 

0 

24,848 

1,3S5,645 

354,187 

0 

0 

1,031,458 

0 

0 

24,922 

9 

5 

829,264  i 

Waterworks. 

7,500 

Green  and  Sea  Point 

1897-1900 

Debentures,  &c. 

3i-4 

1917-1919 

7,500 

0 

0 

#  # 

7,500 

692,250 

Cape  Town , . 

1883-1899 

Debentures 

34-5 

1892-1949 

520,400 

0 

0 

171,850 

0 

0 

123,800 

0 

0 

396,600 

125,000 

*  Woodstock  . . 

1900 

Loan,  Standard  Bank 

5 

1902 

56,723 

16 

0 

68,276 

4 

0 

56,723  1 

125,000 

Mowbr  v  . . 

1900 

Do. 

5 

1902 

56,723 

16 

0 

68,276 

4 

0 

56,723  1 

125,000 

Rondebosch 

1900 

Do. 

5 

1902 

56,723 

16 

0 

68,276 

4 

0 

66,723  1 

125.000 

Claremont  . . 

<9.10 

Do. 

5 

1902 

56,723 

16 

1 

68.276 

3 

11 

56,723  1 

84,652 

Wynberg  .. 

1887-1901 

Debentures 

34-5 

1893-1915 

81,152 

0 

0 

3,500 

0 

0 

6,300 

0 

0 

74,852 

1,284,402 

•  • 

835,947 

4 

1 

448,454 

15 

11 

130,100 

6 

0 

705,847 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

51,750 

Green  and  Sea  Point 

1896-1901 

Debentures,  3tc. 

3-4-4 

1903-1919 

51,759 

0 

0 

51,750  < 

709,382 

Cape  Town.. 

1877-1899 

Debentures 

34-5 

1898-1949 

408,336 

0 

0 

301,046 

0 

0 

28,575 

0 

0 

379,761 

60,000 

Wynberg  .. 

1899-1901 

Do. 

4-4-5 

1905 

17, “00 

0 

6 

43,000 

0 

0 

17,000 

821,132 

•  • 

477,086 

0 

0 

344  046 

0 

0 

28,575 

0 

0 

448,511 

Electric  Lighting. 

190,000 

Cape  Town 

1893 

Debenture- 

4 

1943 

90,000 

0 

0 

100,000 

0 

0 

90.000 

Grarul  'Totals  ef  above. 

3,681,179 

.. 

1,757,220 

4 

1 

1,923,958  15 

11 

183,597 

5 

5 

1  573,622 

General  Purposes. 

8,650 

Kalk  P.ay  . . 

1895-1901 

Del  eDt.ures,  &c. 

4-5 

1908-1920 

8,650 

0 

0 

102 

2 

4 

8,547  1 

1,125 

Simon  s  Town 

1901 

Local  Works  Loan 

4 

25  years. 

1,125 

0 

0 

•• 

•  • 

1}  125 

9,775 

,  . 

,  , 

.  . 

9,775 

0 

0 

.  • 

102 

2 

4 

9,672 

Waterworks. 

27,000 

Kalk  Bay  . . 

1898-1901 

Debentures. 

44-5 

1908 

27,000 

0 

0 

,  # 

27,000 

14,846 

Simon’s  Town 

1 896- >  901 

Local  Works  Loan. 

4 

25  Years. 

14  846 

0 

0 

*  * 

1,577 

5 

8 

13,268 

41,846 

41,846 

0 

0 

1.577 

5 

8 

40,268 

Drainage,  and  Sewerage. 

1,929 

1,929 

Simon’s  Town 

1901 

Local  Works  Loan. 

4 

25  Years. 

1,929 

0 

0 

•• 

*  * 

Grand,  Totals. — Kalk  Bay 

and  Simon's  Town. 

53,560 

•• 

•• 

•• 

53,550 

0 

0 

•  • 

1,679 

8 

0 

51,870 

o 

0 

o- 

0<- 


b 

h 


Excluding  £20,000,  Oliphant’*  Hoek  Water  Scheme. 


APPENDIX  I 


(10) 

he  Cctpe  Deninsula,  the  purposes  for  which  such  Loa?is  have  been  raised,  and  the 
n  the  31st  December,  1901. 


Present  Annual  Charge. 


nterest 


£  s.  d. 

180  0  0 
366  16  7 
398  10  0 
587  10  0 
344  0  0 


708  15  0 
110  6  1 


Sinking 

Fund. 


£  8.  d. 
1,189  10  0 


1295  17  8  1,189  10  0 

ill-  — 


Interest  and 
Sinking 
Fund. 


£  8.  d. 

905  15  10 

877  9 
1,783  5  6 


270  0  0 
1668  10  0 
836  3  10 


836  3  10 

836  3  10 
836  3  10 
244  311 


.  3527  9  3 


1,128  10  0 


1,128  100 


892  10  0 
'it  270  13  5 

815  0  0 


.  1.978  3  5 

1 - 


1,278  0  0 


1,278  0  0 


600  0  0 


6101  10  4 


400  0  0 


3,596  0  0 


IS  | 


400  0  0 


if! 


250  0  0 


250  0  0 


1.S 


550  0  0 


113  1  0 


944  15  8 


944  15  8 


122  15  6 


Amount  Ex¬ 
pended  out  of 
Loan  on  pur¬ 
pose  for  which  < 
Authorized. 

Amount 
Expended 
out  ot 
ther  Loan 
Moneys. 

Amount  Ex¬ 
pended  out 
of  Revenue 
on  purpose 
concerned. 

Amount  tem- 

>orariIy  spent 
out  of 
Revenue 
3alance  pend¬ 
ing  flotation 
of  Loans. 

Amount  spent  on  some 
other  Purpose. 

Balance  Linexpended. 

I 

Purpose. 

Amount. 

In  Hand. 

Lent  to  some 
other  Loan 
Account. 

Lent  to 
Revenue 
Account. 

£  s  d. 

£  s.  d 

£  s  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s  d. 

£  8.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

25,206  13  7 

#  t 

3,390  2  1 

153  4  4 

154,539  0  0 

79,755  0  11 

79,083  6  2 

. . 

,  , 

40,686  8  0 

,  , 

. . 

,  . 

2,313  12  0 

5,000  0  0 

35,737  9  4 
22,647  11  0 

•• 

•• 

[nt.  on  Loan 
overdraft  & 
Steen  brat 
Water  Sch. 

1,371  *10  0 

60  15  1 

1,180  19  0 

•• 

4,201  15  7 

23,743  12  0 

106  8  0 

9,000  0  0 

24,848  0  0 

380  2  7 

•• 

•• 

327,408  13  11 

380  2  7 

79,755  0  11 

79,083  6  2 

1,371  10  0 

7  051  16  2 

153  4  4 

18,201  15  7 

7,500  0  0 

404,000  0  0 

47,971  0  4 

16,102  17  8 

55,777  9  1 

946  6  11 

55,777  9  1 

946  6  11 

55,777  9  1 

946  6  11 

55.777  9  2 

946  6  11 

74,852  0  0 

1,233  12  0 

Loan  rep’d 

6,300  0  0 

•• 

709,461  16  5 

1,233  12  0 

47,971  0  4 

16,102  17  8 

6,300  0  0 

3,785  7  8 

•• 

•  . 

51,103  9  5 

772  19  2 

26  15  9 

619  14  10 

379,761  0  0 

56,728  0  2 

18,650  19  10 

12,529  17  4 

•• 

•• 

2,856  8  1 

1,613  14  7 

•• 

443,394  6  9 

772  19  2 

56,728  0  2 

18,650  19  10 

2,883  3  10 

2,233  9  5 

90,000  0  0 

15,960  9  9 

33,546  8  11 

5  1,570,246  1  1 

2,386  13  9 

200,414  11  2 

147,383  12  7 

7,671  10  0 

13,720  7  8 

2,386  13  9 

18,201  15  7 

0  5,807  11  2 

1,462  12  5 

1,379  16  5 

2  66  15  6 

•• 

1,058  4  6 

0  5,874  6  8 

1,462  12  5 

2,438  0  11 

26,569  2  5 

.  . 

430  17  7 

8  14.02S  2  2 

New 

Reservoir. 

62  14  9 

103  18  10 

.  . 

651  4  3 

8  40,597  4  7 

62  14  9 

103  18  1C 

1,082  1  10 

6  1,662  18 

•• 

.. 

266  1  11 

2  48,134  9 

.. 

62  14  £ 

1,666  11 

3,786  4  8 

[G.  21—1902.] 


APPENDIX  M. 


DBAFT 


TO 

Provide  for  the  Unification  of  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities  of  the 

Cape  Peninsula. 

HE  REAS  it  is  expedient  that  the  soveral  Municipalities  heretofore  known 
respectively  as  the  Municipalities  of  Cape  Town,  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point, 
Woodstock,  Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  Claremont,  Wynberg,  and  Maitland,  should  be 
united,  unified,  and  incorporated  as  one  single  Municipality,  and  that  better  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  municipal  government  of  such  Municipality  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  thereof, 
as  follows : — 

1.  This  Act  shall  take  effect  upon  a  date  to  be  proclaimed  by  the  Governor  in  the 
Gazette ,  and  upon  such  date  the  Councils  of  the  several  Metropolitan  Municipalities 
shall  be  dissolved  and  shall  cease  to  exist. 

2.  In  this  Act,  unless  inconsistent  with  the  context,  the  following  terms  shall 
bear  the  meauing  set  opposite  to  them  respectively  : — 

Municipality. — The  Municipality  by  this  Act  constituted,  and  formed  by  the 
unification  and  incorporation  of  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities. 

Metropolitan  Municipalities. — The  Municipalities  of  Cape  Town,  Green  Point  and 
Sea  Point,  Woodstock,  Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  Claremont,  Wynberg  and 
Maitland. 

Council.—' The  Council  of  the  Municipality. 

Councillor. — A  Councillor  of  the  Municipality. 

Mayor. — The  Councilln-  chosen  by  the  Councillors  of  the  Municipality  to  be 
Mayor  thereof. 

Rating  District. — Any  section  of  the  Municipality  which  up  to  the  time  of  the 
taking  effect  of  this  Act  constituted  a  separate  and  independent  Municipality, 
and  in  which  the  rates  made  for  municipal  revenue  are  by  the  Council  made 
with  due  regard  to  the  special  financial  needs  of  such  Rating  District. 

Ward.— A  Sub-division  of  any  Rating  District  of  the  Municipality. 

Minister. — The  member  of  the  Executive  Council  of  this  Colony  who  shall  for  the 
time  being  be  Colonial  Secretary. 

Resident  Magistrate. — The  Officer  appointed  as  such  in  any  Rating  District  of  the 
Municipality. 

3.  The  laws  mentioned  in  Schedule  B  to  this  Act  and  so  much  of  any  other  law 
as  may  be  repugnant  to  or  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  are  hereby 
repealed;  provided  that  the  Council  of  the  Municipality  as  constituted  by  this  Act  shall 
be  subject  and  liable  to  every  contract,  engagement,  claim,  debt  and  demand  to 
which  the  Town  Council  of  the  City  of  Cape  Town  constituted  under  Act  26  of  1893, 
as  amended  by  Acts  15  of  1894,  25  of  1897  and  28  of  1902,  aud  the  Municipal 
Councils  of  the  several  Metropolitan  Municipalities  are  subject  and  liatile  at  the  time 
of  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act,  and  the  Council  of  the  Municipality  shall  likewise  be 
invested  with  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  assets,  benefits  and  claims  which  the 
aforesaid  Town  Council  aud  Municipal  Councils  are  at  the  time  of  the  taking  effect  of 
this  Act  vested  with  or  entitled  to ;  provided  further  that  the  repeal  of  the  said  laws 
shall  not  affect  anything  duly  done  or  any  right  acquired  or  liability  incurred  under 
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and  by  virtue  of  the  said  law9  before  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act ;  provided  further 
that  the  Acts  No.  45  of  1882,  No.  22  of  1893  aud  No.  20  of  1896  are  hereby  repealed 

iu  so  far  as  they  apply,  or  have  b}r  any  pr  iclamation  been  made  applicable  to  any  of 

the  said  Metropolitan  Municipalities  ;  and  provided  further  that  the  Acts  No.  45  of 
1882,  No.  22  of  1893,  and  No.  20  of  1896  shall  not  apply  to  the  Municipality  by  this 
Aot  constituted. 

4.  The  Municipality  shall  be  constituted  by  the  incorporation  and  unification  of 
the  following  Metropolitan  Municipalities:  — 

(a)  The  present  Municipality  of  Cape  Town  as  defined  by  Aot  26  of  1893. 

( b )  The  present  Municipality  of  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point  as  defined  by  Act 

14  of  1859. 

(c)  The  present  Municipality  of  Woodstook  as  defined  by  Proclamations  No. 

98  of  1883  and  No.  2  of  1897. 

(d)  The  present  Municipality  of  Maitland  as  defined  by  Proclamation  No.  15  of 

1902. 

( e )  The  present  Municipality  of  Mowbray  as  defined  by  Proclamation  No.  281 

of  1895. 

(/)  The  present  Municipality  of  Rondtbosch  as  defined  by  Proclamations  No. 

228  of  1890  and  No.  124  of  1896. 

(ff)  The  present  Municipality  of  Clarerr out  as  defined  by  Proclamations  No.  115 

of  1886,  No.  65  of  1887,  No.  242  of  1889,  and  No.  124  of  1896. 

(/<)  The  present  Municipality  of  Wyuberg  as  defined  by  Proclamations  No. 

115  of  1886,  No.  101  of  1887,  No.  132  of  1887,  and  No.  124  of  1896. 

(<’)  Such  other  areas  as  the  Grover  nor  may  from  time  to  time  proclaim  to  be  ldating 

Districts  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act. 

5.  The  Municipality  shall  be  divided  into  eight  rating  Districts  corresponding  to 
the  several  Metropolitan  Municipalities,  and  such  Hating  Districts  shall  be  known  as 
the  Rating  District  of  Cape  Town,  Green  Point  aud  Sea  Point,  Woodstock,  Maitland, 
Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  Claremont,  or  YV  ynberg,  a.s  the  case  may  be,  provided  that 
when  the  Boundaries  of  the  Municipality  are,  as  by  this  Act  provided,  extended  so  as  to 
include  the  area  known  as  Camps  Bay,  such  area  shall  constitute  an  additional  or  ninth 
Rating  District  of  the  Municipality. 

6.  The  Council  may  at  any  time  present  to  the  Grovernor  a  petition  praying  for  an 
extension  of  the  boundaries  of  the  Municipality  so  as  to  include  any  area  adjacent  to  the 
Municipality  and  not  lying  within  the  boundaries  of  any  other  Municipality,  and  it 
shall  thereupon  be  lawful  for  the  Grovernor,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered,  if  after  due 
enquiry  it  shall  appear  to  him  advisable  to  do  so,  by  proclamation  in  the  Gazette,  to 
extend  the  boundaries  of  the  Municipality  as  prayed  in  such  petition ;  and  with  regard 
to  the  area  so  included  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Municipality,  the  Governor  may 
either  incorporate  it  into  one  or  more  of  the  then  existing  wards  of  the  Municipality, 
or  may  constitute  it  a  separate  ward  of  the  Municipality,  or  may  constitute  it  a  separate 
Rating  District  consisting  of  one  or  more  wards,  as  shall  appear  to  him  most  advisable  ; 
provided  that  the  Council  shall  at  least  three  months  before  presenting  such  petition  to 
the  Grovernor  publish  in  the  Gazette  a  Notice  of  their  intention  to  do  so,  and  calling  for 
objections  to  be  lodged  in  writing  with  the  Town  Clerk,  which  objections,  if  any,  shall 
be  forwarded  by  the  Town  Clerk  to  the  Governor  with  such  petition. 

7.  The  Rating  District  of  Cape  Town  shall  be  divided  into  nine  wards,  the  Rating 
District  of  Woodstock  into  two  wards,  the  Rating  District  of  Claremont  into  two 
wards,  the  Rating  District  of  Wynberg  into  two  wards,  the  Rating  Districts  of  Sea 
Point  and  Green  Point,  of  Maitland,  of  Mowbray,  and  of  Rondebosch  shall  consist  of 
one  ward  each,  and  the  area  known  as  Camps  Bay,  when  it  shall  be  constituted  a 
Rating  District  under  this  Act,  shall  consifet  of  one  ward. 

8.  The  boundaries  of  the  wards  of  all  Rating  Districts  which  shall  consist  of  more 
than  one  ward  shall  after  due  enquiry  be  defined  by  the  Governor  upon  a  date  prior  to 
the  holding  of  the  first  general  election  of  Councillors  under  this  Act,  and  such 
boundaries  when  so  defined  shall  be  published  in  the  Gazette. 

THE  COUNCIL. 

9.  There  shall  be  in  the  Municipality  a  body  corporate,  which  shall  take  and  bear 

the  name  of  “  The  Town  Council  of  the . Municipality,”  and  by  that 

name  have  perpetual  succession,  aud  which  shall  have  a  common  seal,  shall  by  that 
name  sue  and  be  sued,  and  shall  do  all  aots,  and  have  and  enjoy  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  bodies  corporate,  as  such,  may  in  this  Colony  do  and  have. 
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10.  The  Council  shall  consist  of  sixty  Councillors  (one  of  whom  shall  he 
the  Mayor),  of  whom  the  Rating  District  of  Wynberg  shall  elect  seven  Councillors, 
in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say,  Ward  No.  1  shall  elect  four  Councillors,  ano  Ward 
No.  2  shall  elect  three  Councillors;  and  each  Ward  of  the  Rating  District  of  Wood- 
stock  shall  elect  four  Councillors.  Every  other  Ward  in  the  Municipality  shall  elect 
three  Councillors,  but  should  at  any  time  the  number  of  Wards  be  increased  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  then  from  time  to  time  upon  any  such  increase 
occurring,  the  number  of  Councillors  shall  be  increased  by  three  additional  Councillors 
for  each  additional  Ward. 

11.  Every  male  person  of  full  age,  who  is  qualified  to  vote  at  elections  of  Council¬ 
lors  under  this  Act,  shall  be  eligible  to  be  elected  a  Councillor  and  qualified  to  hold 
office  as  such,  but  so  long  only  as  he  shall  continue  to  possess  such  qualification  and  not 
be  disqualified  under  the  terms  of  this  Aot  or  otherwise. 

12.  No  person  shall  be  qualified  to  he  elected  a  Councillor,  or,  having  been  so 
elected,  to  continue  to  be  a  Councillor,  who 

(«)  Has  become  insolvent,  and  has  not  obtained  his  rehabilitation, 

(/>)  Has  assigned  his  estate  in  trust  for  his  creditors,  so  long  as  such  estate  is  in 
liquidation, 

(c)  Is  a  non-naturalized  alien, 

( d )  Is  not  qualified  to  be  registered  as  a  voter  under  this  Act, 

(e)  Is  of  unsound  mind, 

(,/)  Holds  any  office  of  profit  under  or  in  the  gift  of  the  Council,  or  is  directly  or 
indirectly  by  himself  or  his  partner  concerned  in  or  participating  in  the  profit 
of  any  contract  with  the  Council,  or  concerned  in  or  in  the  profit  of  any  work 
to  be  done  under  the  authority  of  the  Council,  or 

(g)  Is  otherwise  disqualified  by  this  Act :  Provided  that  nothing  in  this  section 
contained  shall  extend  or  apply  to  any  contract  entered  into  by  any  company, 
partnership  or  association  consisting  of  seven  or  more  persons,  or  any 
incorporated  company,  when  such  contract  is  entered  into  for  the  general 
benefit  of  such  company,  partnership  or  association  ;  and  provided  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  Councillor  to  purchase  at  public  sale  any  property  or  right 
which  the  Council  shall  offer  to  sell  by  public  competition. 

13.  No  person  elected  a  Councillor  shall  have  or  receive  any  salary,  or  shall  exact, 
take  or  accept  any  fee  or  reward  whatsoever,  for  or  on  account  of  anything  done  as  such 
Councillor,  nor  shall  he  act  as  agent  for  any  ratepayer  at  any  meeting  of  the  committee 
appointed  and  acting  under  section  one  hundred  and  eight  of  this  Act. 

14.  All  proceedings  of  the  Council  or  of  any  person  acting  as  Mayor,  Deputy 
Mayor,  Councillor  or  Town  Clerk  as  the  oase  may  he,  shall  notwithstanding  that  it  be 
discovered  that  there  was  some  defect  in  the  election  or  appointment  of  any  Councillor, 
officer  or  person  as  aforesaid,  or  any  disqualification,  be  as  valid  and  effectual  as  if  every 
such  Councillor,  officer  or  person  had  been  duly  elected  and  qualified. 

15.  Any  Councillor  who  shall  cease  to  possess  the  qualification  bv  this  Act  provided, 
or  shall  absent  himself  from  meetings  of  the  Council  for  four  consecutive  ordinary 
meetings  without  leave  from  the  Council  having  been  had  and  obtained,  or  who  is  a 
paid  agent  for  a  candidate  at  any  municipal  election  under  this  Act,  during  his  term 
of  office  shall,  ipso  facto ,  vacate  his  office,  and  the  Mayor  may  at  any  meeting  of  the 
Council  declare  any  such  vacancy  which  may  have  occurred,  subject  to  review,  by  motion, 
to  the  Supreme  Court :  and  in  case  any  person  elected  a  Councillor  shall  die,  or  become 
disqualified  under  the  terms  of  this  Act,  or  cease  to  be  qualified  to  he  a  Councillor,  or 
shall  resign,  or  shall  refuse  to  accept  the  office  of  Councillor,  or  in  case  of  any  vacancy 
happening  in  any  manner  whatever,  then  such  vacancy  shall  forthwith  be  filled  up  in 
the  manner  directed  by  this  Act ;  but  subject  nevertheless  to  the  provisions  hereinafter 
made  as  to  vacancies  occurring  within  three  months  of  the  annual  election,  or  within 
six  months  aRer  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act. 

16.  Upo  i  a  date  after  the  passing  of  this  Aot  but  prior  to  the  taking  effect 
thereof,  to  be  proclaimed  by  the  Governor,  a  general  election  of  Councillors  of  the 
Municipality  shall  be  held  in  manner  hereinafter  described  in  sections  seventeen  to 
forty-one  inclusive. 
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FIRST  ELECTION  OF  COUNCILLORS. 

17.  For  the  purpose  of  the  first  election  of  Councillors  under  this  Act  the  Voters’ 
Rolls  of  the  several  Metropolitan  Municipalities  as  last  determined  prior  to  the  said 
election  shall  be  conclusive  proof  of  the  right  of  each  voter  whose  name  shall  appear 
thereon  to  vote,  at  the  said  first  election,  for  the  ward  in  which  is  situate  the  immovable 
property  in  respect  of  which  he  is  entitled  to  vote,  provided  that  no  voter  shall  have 
more  thau  one  vote  for  each  Councillor  to  be  elected  for  such  ward,  and  provided 
further  that  every  person  who  shall  be  registered  as  a  voter  in  more  than  one  ward  of 
the  Municipality,  shall  be  entitled  to  select  the  ward  in  which  he  will  vote,  and  should 
he  decline  or  fail  to  make  such  selection  he  shall  be  registered  as  a  voter  in  such  ward 
as  the  returning  officer  may  think  proper. 

18.  The  Civil  Commissioner  of  the  Cape  or  such  other  person  as  the  Governor  shall 
appoint  shall  be  the  returning  officer  at  such  first  election,  and  such  election  shall  be 
held  before  such  returning  officer  ;  provided  always  that  no  returning  officer  shall  be 
or  become  a  candidate  for  office  at  such  election. 

19.  The  Minister  shall,  not  less  than  twenty-one  days  prior  to  such  first  election, 
publish  a  notice  of  such  election  in  one  or  more  local  newspapers,  and  in  such  notice 
shall  specify  a  day,  not  being  less  than  ten  or  more  than  fourteen  days  from  the  date 
of  giving  of  such  notice,  as  the  day  of  nomination,  and  shall  require  all  candidates  at 
such  election  to  be  nominated  in  manner  hereinuuder  mentioned. 

20.  No  person  shall  be  a  candidate  for  any  Rating  District  or  Ward  at  such 
election,  or  qualified  to  be  elected  a  Councillor  unless  he  shall  have  received  a  requisition 
sigued  by  at  least  five  enrolled  voters  whose  names  shall  appear  on  the  Voters’  Roll  as 
qualified  in  respect  of  such  Rating  District  or  Ward,  and  shall  have  transmitted  such 
requisition,  with  his  acceptance  thereof,  given  under  his  owu  hand  or  that  of  his  duly 
qualified  agent,  to  the  Minister  not  later  than  the  hour  of  four  o’clock  p.m. 
on  or  before  the  day  appointed  for  receiving  nominations :  Provided  that  if  any 
such  voter  shall  sign  more  requisitions  than  there  are  vacancies,  the  Town 
Cierk  shall  erase  his  name  from  all  such  requisitions  as  he  shall  have  signed, 
which  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  nomination,  be  deemed  never  to  have  been  signed  by 
him.  If  the  number  of  candidates  who  are  nominated  as  aforesaid  does  not  exceed  the 
number  of  Councillors  to  be  elected,  such  candidates  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
duly  elected  on  the  day  of  nomination.  If,  however,  there  shall  be  less  than  the 
required  number  of  candidates  nominated,  fhen  fresh  nominations  to  fill  the  vacancies 
shall  be  called  for  in  manner  aforesaid. 

21.  In  the  event  of  the  number  of  nominations  exceeding  the  number  of  Council¬ 
lors  to  be  elected,  the  Minister  shall,  forthwith  after  the  expiry  of  the  nomination  day, 
inform  the  returning  officer  under  this  Act  appointed  of  the  necessity  of  an  election 
being  held,  and  such  returning  officer  shall  forthwith  cause  a  notice  to  be  inserted  in 
one  or  more  newspapers  published  within  the  Municipality,  seating  the  names  of  the 
candidates  nominated,  the  day  upon  which  a  poll  will  be  taken  for  the  election  of 
Councillors,  not  being  less  than  six  days  or  more  than  fourteen  days  from  the  date  of 
such  notice,  nor  less  than  twenty-one  days  from  the  date  of  the  notice  calling  for 
nominations,  the  number  of  vacancies  to  be  filled,  and  the  places  where  the  poll  will 
be  taken.  And  the  poll  shall  take  place  accordingly,  and  shall  commence  at  eight 
o’clock  in  the  forenoon  and  close  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

22.  For  the  purposes  of  such  election  the  polling  stations  of  the  Districts  or  Wards 
shall  be  at  the  Town  Hall  therein  or  such  other  place  or  places  therein  as  the  Minister 
may  determine.  For  such  election  the  returning  officer  shall  provide  such  compart¬ 
ments,  desks,  ballot  boxes,  ballot  papers,  stamping  instruments,  copies  of  register  of 
voters  and  other  things,  appoint  presiding  officers  and  polling  officers,  and  do  such 
other  acts  and  things,  and  make  such  arrangements  to  facilitate  the  taking  of  the  poll  as 
he  may  deem  advisable  for  effectually  conducting  the  election  ;  and  everything  done  by 
tho  returning  officer  shall  be  at  the  expense  of  the  Council. 

23.  The  presiding  or  polling  officer  and  other  officers  of  the  polling  stations  shall 
keep  order  thereat,  shall  regulate  the  number  of  voters  to  be  admitted  at  a  time,  and 
shall  ex  lude  all  other  persons  except  the  returning  officer,  the  clerks,  the  candidates, 
the  agent  of  the  candidate,  and  the  constables  on  duty. 

24.  If  after  the  poll  has  been  appointed  at  such  election  any  candidate  nominated 
for  elec  ion  shall  be  desirous  of  retiring  from  the  candidature,  he  may,  not  later  than 
thiee  days  before  the  day  of  polling  sign  and  deliver  a  notice  of  his  retirement  to  the 
Civil  Commis-ioner,  who  on  receipt  of  such  notice  shall,  if  the  number  of  candidates  is 
by  such  retirement  reduced  to  ihe  number  of  persons  to  be  elected  at  such  election, 
declare  the  remaining  candidates  to  be  on  that  day  duly  elected,  and  if  the  said 
number  is  not  so  reduced,  shall  omit  the  name  of  the  person  so  retiring  from  the  list 
of  candidates,  and  such  person  shall  not  be  capable  of  being  elected  at  such  election. 
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25.  Every  candidate  may,  if  lie  think  fit,  appoint  by  writing  under  his  hand,  a 
person  to  represent  him  at  the  polling  station  to  see  that  the  votes  are  fairly  taken, 
and  may  also  appoint  in  writing  an  agent  to  represent  him  at  the  counting  of  the 
votes  by  the  returning  officer. 

26.  No  inquiry  shall  he  made  at  any  election  as  to  the  right  of  any  person  to  vote, 
except  that  the  polling  officer  may  himself,  or  at  the  request  of  the  agent  of  any  can¬ 
didate,  put  to  any  voter  the  following  questions,  or  any  of  them,  and  no  other  : — 

1st.  Are  you  the  person  whose  name  appears  as  A.B.  on  the  voters’  roll  of  voters 
in  this  ward  ? 

2nd.  Have  you  already  voted  at  this  election  ?  Or  (in  the  case  of  any  person 
entitled  to  vote  in  a  representative  capacity  under  section  forty-four  of  this 
Act) — Have  you  already  voted  at  this  election  in  this  capacity  ? 

3rd.  Have  all  sums  due  and  payable  by  you  or  for  which  you  are  liable  in  respect 
of  rates  payable  three  months  or  more  before  this  date  been  paid  ? 

And  no  person  who  shall  refuse  to  answer  any  such  question,  or  who  shall  not 
answer  the  first  and  third  of  such  questions  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  second  of  such 
questions  absolutely  in  the  negative,  shall  be  permitted  to  vote. 

27.  Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  make  a  false  answer  to  any  of  these  questions 
shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  to  be  recovered  in  the  court  of 
the  Resident  Magistrate,  or  in  default  of  payment  to  imprisonment  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  three  months. 

28.  All  the  acts  enumerated  as  acts  of  bribery  and  corruption,  personation,  or 
undue  influence  in  any  Act  for  the  time  being  in  force  regulating  or  in  respect  of 
elections  of  member’s  of  Parliament,  shall,  mutatis  mutandis,  be  deemed  to  be  acts  of 
bribery,  corruption,  personation,  or  undue  influence  with  reference  to  such  first 
election.  And  every  person  committing  any  act  forbidden  or  made  punish¬ 
able  by  any  such  Act  relating  to  elections  of  members  of  Parliament,  in  reference  to 
any  elections  under  this  Act,  shall  upon  conviction  incur  and  be  liable  to  such  penalty 
or  punishment  as  is  by  such  Act  provided. 

29.  Every  voter  coming  to  record  his  vote  shall  vote  without  undue  delay,  and 
any  voter  who  delays  unduly  in  recording  his  vote  may,  unless  he  shall  forthwith 
proceed  to  vote  upon  being  thereunto  required  by  the  presiding  officer,  be  removed 
from  the  polling  station,  upon  the  instruction  of  the  presiding  officer,  and  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  the  election. 

30.  The  voting  at  such  first  election  shall  be  by  ballot,  which  shall  be  conducted 
in  substance  and  as  nearly  as  is  material  as  follows : — 

(a)  The  polling  officer  of  that  Ward  or  District  shall  ascertain  that  the  name  of 

the  person  coming  to  vote  is  a  voter  enrolled  upon  the  Voters’  Roll  of 
the  Ward  or  District,  and  having  ascertained  that  such  person  is  so  enrolled 
and  his  number  on  such  Roll,  shall  enter  his  number  aud  the  number  of  his 
votes  upon  the  counterfoil  in  the  voting  ticket  book,  and  shall  then  tear 
out  the  ticket  corresponding  to  such  counterfoil,  and  having  stamped  the 
same  with  a  perforating  stamp  provided  for  that  purpose,  shall  hand  it  to 
the  voter.  And  every  voting  ticket  shall  be  in  the  form  set  forth  in  the 
Schedule,  with  such  printed  instructions  as  the  Minister  may  approve. 

(b)  When  the  voter  has  received  such  ticket,  on  which  shall  be  printed  in  alpha¬ 
betical  order  the  names  of  all  the  duly  nominated  candidates  at  such  election, 
he  shall  take  the  same  to  the  compartment  aud  desk  provided  for  that  purpose, 
and  signify  for  whom  he  desires  to  vote  by  secretly  placing  a  cross  opposite  the 
name  of  each  candidate  whom  he  wishes  elected  :  Provided  that  the  number  of 
crosses  shall  not  exceed  the  number  of  Councillors  to  be  elected  at  such 
election.  He  shall  then  fold  the  ticket  so  that  the  perforated  stamp  may  Le 
visible,  aud  having  held  up  the  ticket  so  that  the  polling  officer  can  recognise 
the  perforated  mark,  shall  drop  the  ticket  in  the  ballot  box  placed  in  front  of 
the  polling  officer. 

(c)  Should  the  voter  either  sign  his  name  on  the  ticket  or  make  any  mark  or  word 

by  which  his  voting  paper  could  become  recognisable,  then  such  voting  ticket 
shall  be  considered  blank  and  not  taken  into  account. 

31.  If  a  voter  inadvertently  spoils  a  ballot  paper  he  may  return  it  to  the  presiding 
officer,  who  will,  if  satisfied  of  such  inadvertence,  give  him  another  paper,  and  retain 
the  spoilt  paper,  and  the  spoilt  ballot  paper  shall  be  immediately  cancelled  and  the  fact 
of  such  cancellation  shall  be  noted  upon  the  counterfoil. 

32.  Any  presiding  officer,  on  the  application  of  any  voter  who  is  incapacitated  by 
blindness  or  other  physical  cause  from  voting  in  manner  prescribed  by  this  Act,  shall 
before  such  agents  of  the  candidates  as  may  be  present  cause  the  vote  or  votes  of  such 
voter  to  be  marked  on  a  ballot  paper  or  papers  in  manner  directed  by  such  voter,  and 
the  ballot  paper  or  papers  to  be  placed  in  the  ballot  box,  and  the  name  and  number  on 
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the  Voters'  Roll  of  every  voter  whose  vote  is  marked  in  pursuance  of  the  terms  of  this 
section,  and  the  reason  why  it  is  so  marked  shall  be  entered  on  a  list  in  this  Act  called 
the  “  list  of  votes  marked  by  the  presiding  officer.” 

33.  If  a  person  representing  himself  to  be  a  particular  voter  applies  for  a  ballot 
paper  after  another  person  has  voted  as  such  elector,  the  applicant  shall,  upon  duly 
answering  the  questions  permitted  bjr  this  Act  to  be  asked  of  voters  at  the  time  of 
polling,  be  entitled  to  mark  a  ballot  paper  in  the  same  manner  as  any  other  voter,  but 
the  ballot  paper  (hereinafter  called  a  tendered  ballot  paper)  shall  not  be  put  in  the  ballot 
box,  but  shall  be  given  to  the  presiding  or  polling  officer  appointed  for  that  purpose 
and  endorsed  by  him  with  the  name  of  the  voter  and  his  number  in  the  Voters’ 
Roll,  and  set  aside  in  a  separate  packet,  and  shall  not  be  counted  by  the  roturning 
officer.  And  the  name  of  the  voter  and  his  number  on  the  roll  shall  be  entered  in  a 
list  in  this  Act  called  the  “  tendered  votes  list.” 

34.  Every  polling  officer  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  close  of  the  poll,  shall, 
before  such  agents  of  the  candidates  as  shall  be  present,  make  up  into  separate  packets 
sealed  with  his  own  seal  and  the  seals  of  such  agents  of  the  candidates  as  desire  to 
affix  tlieir  seals, — 

(1)  Each  ballot  box  entrusted  to  any  polling  officer  under  his  direction  unopened 
but  with  the  key  attached  ;  and 

(2)  The  unused  and  spoilt  ballot  papers  together ;  and 

(3)  The  tendered  ballot  papers ;  and 

(4)  The  marked  copies  of  the  Voters’  Roll  and  the  counterfoils  of  the  ballot 
papers ;  and 

(5)  The  tendered  votes  list,  and  the  list  of  votes  marked  by  him  as  presiding 
officer,  and  a  statement  of  the  number  of  the  voters  whose  votes  are  so  marked 
by  the  presiding  officer  under  the  head  “  physical  incapacity,”  and  shall 
deliver  such  packets  to  the  returning  officer. 

The  packets  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  statement  made  by  each  presiding  or  polling 
officer  showing  the  number  of  ballot  papers  entrusted  to  him  and  accounting  for  them 
under  the  heads  of  ballot  papers  in  the  ballot  box,  unused,  spoilt,  and  tendered  ballot 
papers. 

35.  Upon  receipt  of  the  aforesaid  packets  from  such  presiding  or  polling  officer  by  the 
returning  officer,  the  latter  shall  take  charge  of  the  same,  and  shall,  in  the  presence  of 
such  agents,  if  any,  of  the  candidates  as  may  be  in  attendance,  open  the  ballot  boxes 
and  ascertain  the  result  of  the  poll  by  oounting  the  votes  given  to  each  candidate,  and 
shall  forthwith  declare  the  candidate  or  candidates  who  are  elected  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  according  to  the  vacancies  to  be  filled  up.  In  the  event  of  the  number  of 
votes  being  found  to  be  equal  for  any  two  or  more  candidates  all  of  whom  cannot  be 
declared  elected,  the  returning  officer  shall  by  lot  immediately  determine  the  election. 
The  decision  of  the  returning  officer  shall  be  final  subject  to  reversal  on  petition  to 
or  action  in  the  Supreme  Court  questioning  the  election  or  return  in  like  manner, 
mutatis  mutandis ,  in  which  elections  or  returns  of  members  of  Parliament  made  by 
law  be  brought  in  question. 

36.  The  returning  officer  shall  reject  and  not  count  any  ballot  papers,  which,  — 

(a)  Do  not  bear  the  official  mark  ; 

( b )  Give  votes  to  more  candidates  than  the  voter  is  entitled  to  vote  for ; 

(c)  Bear  any  writing  or  mark  by  which  a  voter  can  be  identified  otherwise  than  is 

in  this  Act  prescribed  ; 

( d )  Are  unmarked  or  void  for  uncertainty. 

37.  The  returning  officer  shall  endorse  “rejected”  on  any  ballot  paper  which  he 
may  reject  as  invalid,  and  shall  add  to  the  endorsement  “  rejection  objected  to”  if  an 
objection  be  in  fact  made  by  an  agent  to  his  decision. 

38.  The  returning  officer  shall  immediately  after  the  declaration  of  the  poll 
enclose  in  separate  packets  the  counted  and  rejected  ballot  papers.  He  shall  not  open 
any  sealed  packet  of  tendered  ballot  papers  or  marked  copy  of  the  Voters’  Roll  and  coun¬ 
terfoils,  but  shall  proceed  before  such  agents  of  the  candidates  as  are  present  to  reseal 
after  examination  each  of  the  other  sealed  packets  received  by  him  from  the  presiding 
or  polling  officers.  All  the  packets  aforesaid,  together  with  a  certificate  stating  the  names 
of  the  Councillors  declared  to  be  elected,  shall  be  enclosed  together  in  one  sealed  packet 
and  delivered  to  the  Minister,  who  shall  safely  keep  such  sealed  packet  for  six 
months,  after  the  expiration  whereof  the  said  packet  and  all  papers  contained  therein 
may  be  destroyed  in  the  presence  of  two  Councillors,  and  a  copy  of  the  certificate 
stating  the  names  of  the  Councillors  declared  to  be  elected,  duly  signed  by  the 
Returning  Officer,  shall  be  laid  before  the  Council  at  the  meeting  immediately 
following  such  election  of  Councillors  for  the  purpose  of  recording  the  Minutt  s  of 
Proceedings  and  shall  be  recorded  in  such  Minutes  of  Proceedings  accordingly. 

39.  No  such  sealed  packet  as  aforesaid  shall  be  opened  during  the  said  period  of 
six  months  unless  by  order  and  in  presence  of  the  Council  or  by  order  of  the  Resident 
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Magistrate,  the  Supreme  Court  or  any  j  udge  thereof  ;  and  if  any  person  shall,  contrary 
to  the  provisions  hereof,  wilfully  break  the  seal  or  open  any  such  packet  he  shall, 
upon  conviction,  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds,  which  may  be 
recovered  in  the  Court  of  the  Resident  Magistrate  having  jurisdiction. 

40.  The  Minister  shall  have  power  from  time  to  time  to  issue  instructions 
and  make  regulations  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  carrying  out  the  provisions 
of  this  part  of  this  Act,  as  to  the  proceedings  for  election  by  ballot,  provided  that  such 
instructions  and  regulations  are  not  inconsistent  with  its  terms. 

41.  No  election  shall  be  declared  invalid  by  reason  of  any  mistake  or  non-com¬ 
pliance  with  the  terms  of  this  Act  if  it  appears  to  the  Court  having  cognisance  of  the 
question  that  the  election  was  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  principles  laid  down  in 
this  Act,  and  that  such  mistake  or  non-compliance  did  not  affect  the  result  of  the 
election. 

Voters. 

42.  Every  person  of  full  age  not  disqualified  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  who 
on  the  fifteenth  day  of  March  in  any  year  is  the  owner  or  occupier  of  any  rateable 
immovable  property  of  the  value  of  or  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds,  in  any  ward 
or  Rating  District  in  the  Municipality,  and  who  shall  have  paid  all  sums,  if  any, 
then  payable  by  such  person,  in  respect  of  any  rates  made  three  months  or  more  before 
such  day,  shall  be  entitled  to  be  enrolled  on  the  Voters’  Roll  of  such  ward  or 
Rating  District. 

43.  When  more  persons  than  one  are  either  as  partners  or  otherwise  jointly 
liable  to  be  rated  in  respect  of  any  property,  or  are  joint  occupiers  of  any  property 
upon  the  assessed  value  of  which,  being  not  less  than  one  hundred  pounds,  rates  are 
assessed,  such  persons  shall  be  jointly  and  severally  liable  for  all  rates  levied  in  respect 
of  such  property,  and  shall  if  not  otherwise  disqualified  be  entitled  to  be  enrolled 
upon  the  Voters’  Roll  aforesaid  ;  provided  that 

(a)  Unless  the  assessed  value  of  the  property  when  divided  by  the  number  of  such 

persons  is  not  less  than  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  only  that  one  of  such 
persons  shall  bo  entitled  to  vote  in  respect  of  such  property  who  shall  be 
named  in  writing  by  them  all  and  enrolled  in  the  Voters’  Roll. 

(b)  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  be  enrolled  under  this  section  by  virtue  of 

being  a  member  of  or  shareholder  in  any  joint  stock  company,  society,  or 
association,  owning  or  occupying  any  propsrty. 

44.  Every  Society,  Association  or  Company  owning  or  occupying  property  in  any 
ward  of  the  Municipality  shall  be  entitled  to  be  enrolled  on  the  Voters’  Roll  of  such 
ward  with  the  same  rights  and  subject  to  the  same  restrictions  as  are  hereinbefore  given 
to  or  imposed  upon  persons  of  full  age,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  by  a  Director, 
Manager,  Secretary  or  other  official  of  the  Society,  Association  or  Company  duly 
authorised  to  that  end,  whose  name  shall  have  been  duly  placed  upon  the  Voters’ 
Roll  of  the  said  ward  as  representative  of  the  Society,  Association  or  Company. 

45.  Every  person  entitled  to  be  registered  as  a  voter  and  who  shall  be  the  owner 
or  occupier,  joint  owner  or  occupier  of  immovable  property  in  more  than  one  of  the 
wards  in  the  Municipality,  shall  be  entitled  to  select  the  ward  in  which  he  will  be 
registered  as  a  voter,  and  should  he  decline  or  fail  to  make  such  selection,  he  shall  be 
registered  as  a  voter  in  such  ward  as  the  Council  may  think  proper. 

46.  The  following  persons  shall  not  be  qualified  to  vote  at  any  elections  held 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act : — 

(1)  Persons  who  have  not  paid  all  sums  duo  from  them  in  respect  of  any  rates  due 

and  payable  three  months  or  more  before  the  day  of  voting. 

(2)  Persons  at  any  time  convicted  of  treason,  or  murder,  or  uutil  the  lapse  of  five 
years  from  the  date  of  release  of  any  person  cuuvicted  of  rape,  theft,  perjury, 
bribery,  of  receiving  a  bribe  or  of  any  other  corrupt  practice  at  any  election,  or 
any  infamous  crime,  unless  a  free  pardon  shall  have  been  granted. 

(3)  Persons  whose  names  do  not  appear  upon  the  Voters’  Roll  for  the  time  being. 

Making  of  Voters’  Roll. 

47.  The  first  Council  elected  under  this  Act  shall  forthwith  after  its  election,  and 
each  succeeding  Council  shall  biennially  iu  the  month  of  April,  cause  a  list  to 
be  made  of  all  persons  in  each  Rating  District  qualified  to  be  enrolled  on  the  Voters’ 
Roll  of  such  Rating  District,  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act ;  and  the  aforesaid  list 
shall  be  so  compiled  as  to  contain,  in  respect  of  each  ward  of  each  Rating  District  of  the 
said  Municipality,  the  name  of  every  voter  qualified  and  entitled  to  vote  in  each  such 
ward.  The  names  of  all  such  voters  of  each  ward  shall  be  arranged  in  alphabetical 
order  of  names  or  streets  as  t  lie  Council  shall  deem  fit,  and  shall  be  numbered 
consecutively ;  and  such  Voters’  Roll  shall  further  shew  the  full  name,  residence, 
qualification  and  profession  or  occupation  of  each  voter,  and  all  such  lists  shall  be  and 
remain  open  to  publio  inspection  as  is  hereinafter  provided. 
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48.  The  Mayor  or  Town  Clerk,  forthwith  after  the  making  of  such  list,  shall 
cause  such  list  to  be  affixed  in  some  conspicuous  position  in  some  public  place  within  the 
Rating  District  in  which  the  ward  is  situate  to  which  such  list  relates,  and  shall  cause 
to  be  appended  thereto  and  published  in  one  or  more  newspapers,  a  notice  of  not  less 
than  fourteen  days,  that  all  objections  and  claims  to  he  enrolled  will  be  heard  and 
determined  at  some  time  and  place  to  be  therein  stated. 

49.  The  Couuoil  or  any  Committee  thereto  authorized  by  the  Council 
shall  hear  and  determine  all  claims  and  objections  and  may  enrol  the  names  of  any 
voters  which  have  been  omitted,  and  strike  out  the  names  of  all  persons  not  entitled 
to  be  enrolled  ;  provided  that  no  name  of  any  person  shall  be  struck  out  until  such 
person  shall  have  had  two  clear  days’  notice  of  the  investigation  of  his  qualification,  and 
shall  be  heard  in  regard  thereto  should  lie  so  desire.  The  meetings  of  the  Council 
or  Committee  for  hearing  and  determining  such  claims  and  objections  may  be 
adjourned  from  time  to  time,  and  any  decision  may  be  brought  on  motion  by  petition 
under  review  of  the  Supreme  Court  if  notice  of  review  be  given  by  any  interested 
person  within  two  clear  days  after  the  declaration  of  such  decision. 

50.  The  several  lists  of  the  Rating  Districts  when  so  settled  and  amended  shall, 
subject  to  any  addition  which  may  from  time  to  time  be  made  in  manner  hereinafter 
provided,  be  the  Voters’  Roll  for  those  Districts  until  the  next  Rolls  shall  in  like 
manner  be  completed,  and  such  Rolls,  with  such  additions  as  may  be  made  thereto  in 
due  form,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  conclusive  and  only  proof  of  the  right 
of  every  person  enrolled  therein  to  act.  as  a  voter  in  the  District  of  which  it  is  the  Roll. 

51.  Any  person  who  after  any  such  Roll  shall  have  been  completed  shall  make 
application  in  writing  to  the  Council  or  Committee  to  be  enrolled  as  a  voter,  and 
shall  prove  his  qualification  and  not  be  disqualified  under  this  Act,  shall  be  entitled  to 
be  enrolled  as  a  voter  and  have  his  name  added  to  the  said  Roll ;  provided  that  no 
enrolment  in  pursuance  of  the  terms  of  this  section  shall  be  made  upon  application 
made  after  the  publication  of  the  notice  referred  to  in  section  nineteen  until  after 
such  election,  and  that  the  non-enrolment  of  any  voter  upon  any  such  application  shall 
not  invalidate  any  election  made  after  the  date  of  such  application,  and  that  any  voter 
whose  name  has  been  omitt<  d  merely  by  reason  of  the  non-payment  of  rates  in 
accordance  with  section  forty-two  may  make  application  under  this  section  upon  proof 
that  such  rates  have  been  paid. 

Annual  Election  of  Councillors. 

52.  An  annual  election  of  Councillors  shall  take  place  on  the  second  Monday  of 
September  of  each  and  every  year  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Councillors  to  replace 
an  equal  number  of  retiring  Councillors. 

53.  In  regard  to  the  first  general  election  of  Councillors  held  under  this  Act  the 
following  provisions  shall  have  effect : — In  each  of  the  wards  of  the  Rating  District 
of  Woodstock  and  in  ward  No.  1  of  the  Rating  District  of  Wynberg  the  two  Coun¬ 
cillors  for  each  ward  who  shall  receive  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  hold  office  for 
three  years,  the  Councillor  for  each  ward  who  shall  receive  the  next  highest  number  of 
votes  shall  hold  office  for  two  years,  and  the  Councillor  for  each  ward  who  shall 
receive  the  lowest  number  of  votes  shall  hold  office  for  one  year.  In  every  other 
ward  in  the  Municipality  the  Councillor  who  shall  receive  the  highest  number  of  votes 
shall  hold  office  for  three  years,  the  Councillor  who  shall  receive  the  next  highest 
number  of  votes  shall  hold  office  for  two  years,  and  the  Councillor  who  shall  receive  the 
lowest  number  of  votes  shall  hold  office  for  one  year.  And  at  every  election  thereafter 
the  candidate  or  candidates  as  the  case  may  be  in  each  ward  who  shall  receive  the 
highest  number  of  votes  shall  hold  office  for  a  period  of  three  years. 

°  54.  When  and  as  often  as  any  casual  vacancy  for  any  ward  shall  occur,  the  Councillor 
or  Councillors  to  be  elected  to  fill  such  vacancy  shall  be  elected  in  the  manuer  provided 
for  the  election  of  candidates  at  the  annual  election  ;  provided  that  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  up  any  casual  vacancy  within  six  months  after  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act  the 
provisions  for  election  at  large  hereinbefore  in  sections  seventeen  to  forty-one 
set  forth  shall  apply;  provided  that  in  the  event  of  there  being  one  Councillor 
to  be  elected  to  fill  a  casual  vacancy,  he  shall  hold  office  for  the  remainder 
of  the  term  for  which  the  Councillor  who  has  vacated  office,  and  whom  he  shall 
succeed,  would  otherwise  have  remained  in  office;  and  in  the  event  of  there 
b  -ing  two  or  more  candidates  selected  to  fill  casual  vacancies,  he  of  them  who 
stands  highest  at  the  election  shall  hold  office  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  the 
vacating  Councillor  who  had  the  longest  period  to  serve  before  his  term  of  three  years 
expired,  and  the  next  highest  candidate  shall  take  the  place  of  the  Councillor  with  the 
next  longest  unexpired  term  of  office,  and  so  on. 
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55.  The  Mayor,  or  in  ease  there  is  no  Mayor,  or  he  be  absent  or  incapable  of 
acting,  then  the  Deputy  Mayor,  and  if  there  is  no  Deputy  Mayor,  or  he  be  absent  or 
incapable  of  acting,  then  the  Town  Clerk,  and  failing  the  Town  Clerk,  then  such 
Councillor  as  the  Council  may  appoint,  shall  be  the  returning  officer  at  all  municipal 
elections,  and  all  such  elections  shall  be  held  before  such  returning  officer;  provided, 
further,  that  no  returning  officer  shall  be  or  become  a  candidate  for  office  at  such 
election. 

56.  The  provisions  contained  in  sections  nineteen  to  forty-one  inclusive  of  this 
Act  shall,  mutatis  mutandis,  apply  to  all  elections  of  Councillors  held  more  than  six 
months  after  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act ;  provided  that  fur  the  purposes  of  the  last- 
mentioned  elections  the  word  “  Town  Clerk  ”  shall  be  substituted  for  the  word 
“  Minister  ”  or  the  word  “  Civil  Commissioner  ”  wherever  the  same  ooeurs  in  the  said 
sections. 

Mayor  and  Deputy  Mayor. 

57.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Council  held  after  every  annual  election  of 

Councillors  the  Councillors  present  shall  elect  one  Councillor  to  be  Mayor,  who 
shall  be  styled  Mayor  of  the  and  who  shall  forthwith  enter  upon 

his  office  and  continue  therein  until  his  successor  be  appointed  after  the  next  ensuing 
annual  election  of  Councillors,  unless  his  office  be  sooner  vacated,  and  in  case  of  such 
vacancy  then  a  successor  shall  at  the  meeting  next  but  one  of  the  Council  after  such 
vacancy  be  chosen  by  the  Councillors  from  amongst  themselves,  who  shall  forthwith 
enter  upon  his  office,  and  serve  as  Mayor  for  the  remainder  of  the  period  for  which  the 
vacating  Mayor  was  elected  :  Provided,  always,  that  should  a  Mayor  for  any  reason  not 
be  elected  at  a  meeting  as  herein  prescribed,  he  may  be  elected  at  the  first  ordinary 
meeting  of  the  Council  held  thereafter  or  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose. 

58.  That  Councillor  in  office  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  the  Mayor  after  the 
annual  election  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  last  have  held  the  office  of  Mayor  in  the  Council 
at  any  time  prior  to  the  then  elected  Mayor,  and  failing  any  such  Councillor  still  in 
office  and  willing  to  serve  in  such  capacity,  such  other  Councillor  as  the  Council  shall 
elect,  shall  be  Deputy  Mayor,  and  shall  during  the  absence  or  illness  of  the  Mayor  do 
all  acts  which  the  Mayor  as  such  might  do.  The  fact  of  the  absence  or  illness  of  the 
Mayor  shall  be  notified  by  the  Town  Clerk  or  his  deputy  to  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Council  after  the  illness  or  absence  of  the  Mayor  has  happened,  and  be  recorded  in  the 
Council’s  minutes.  Such  record  shall  be  a  sufficient  authority  for  all  acts  done  within 
the  scope  of  this  Act  by  the  Deputy  Mayor  in  lieu  of  the  Mayor.  In  the  event  of 
the  office  of  Deputy  Mayrnr  becoming  vacant  by  reason  of  death  or  resignation,  or  by 
his  oeasing  to  be  a  member  of  Council,  the  Council  shall  at  the  next  ordinary  meeting 
following  the  meeting  at  which  such  vacancy  is  reported  fill  the  vacancy.  In  the  event 
of  the  temporary"  absence,  illness  or  incapacity7  to  act  of  the  Deputy  Mayor,  the  Council 
may  from  time  to  time,  at  any  ordinary  or  special  meeting,  appoint  a  Councillor  to  act 
as  Deputy  Mayor  during  such  period  as  the  Council  may  think  necessary7. 

59.  Where  by  any7  public  or  private  Act  of  Parliament  the  Mayor  is,  ex  officio,  a 
member  of  any  Board,  Council  or  other  body7,  or  otherwise  represents  the  Council  in 
his  capacity  of  Mayor,  the  Deputy  Mayor  or  the  person  acting  as  such,  in  the  event 
of  the  illness,  absence  or  incapacity  of  the  Mayor  to  act,  shall  occupy7  the  place  of  the 
Mayor  at  or  on  such  Board,  Council  or  other  body,  and  shall  otherwise  represent  the 
Council  and  the  Citizens  with  all  the  rights,  powers  and  privileges  of  the  Mayrnr,  and  a 
certificate,  signed  by  two  members  of  the  Council,  and  by  the  Town  Clerk,  certifying 
to  the  illness,  absence  or  incapacity  to  act  of  the  Mayor,  and  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Deputy  Mayor  or  to  the  authority  of  any  member  of  the  Council  to  act  as  Deputy 
Mayor,  shall  be  sufficient  proof  of  the  facts  therein  set  forth. 

Proceedings  of  Council. 

60.  The  Council  shall  hold  ordinary  meetings  not  less  than  onoe  in  eaoh  mouth  for 
the  transaction  of  business,  on  such  day  and  at  such  hours  as  the  Council  shall  from 
time  to  time  appoint,  and,  when  such  appointment  is  made,  the  Town  Clerk  or  his 
deputy  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  each  of  the  Councillors,  and  they  shall  afterwards, 
until  the  time  of  each  ordinary7  meeting  is  changed  and  notice  of  the  change  given  to 
the  Councillors,  be  required  to  attend  such  ordinary  meetings  without  notice. 

61.  The  Mayor  may,  and  on  a  written  requisition  of  twelve  Councillors,  shall  at  an  v 
time  convene  a  special  meeting  of  the  Council,  and  if  convened  for  the  day  upon  whicii 
an  Ordinary  Meeting  of  the  Council  is  held  such  special  meeting  may7  be  held  either 
before  or  after  the  hour  at  which  the  ordinary  meeting  is  held. 

62.  All  notices  of  any  special  meeting  or  adjourned  m°eting  of  the  Council  shall 
be  in  writing  or  print  or  partly  in  writing  and  partly  in  print  and  shall  be  delivered, 
or  sent  by  post  or  otherwise,  to  the  usual  place  of  business  within  the  Municipality,  or 
to  the  residence  of  each  of  the  Councillors,  tweuty7-l'our  hours  at  least  previous  to  such 
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meeting,  and  in  case  of  a  special  meeting  shall  specify  the  object  thereof,  and  no 
business  shall  be  transacted  at  any  speoial  meeting  except  such  as  is  stated  in  the  notice 
thereof.  But  want  of  service  of  suoh  notice  on  any  member  of  the  Counoil  shall  not 
affect  the  validity  of  a  meeting. 

63.  The  Councillors  present  at  any  meeting  may  from  time  to  time  adjourn  such 
meeting;  and  if  at  any  meeting  of  the  Council  a  quorum  of  twenty-one  Councillors  be 
not  present,  the  Councillors  present  or  the  major  part  of  them  voting,  or  any  one 
Councillor,  if  only  one  be  present,  may  adjourn  such  meeting. 

64.  All  meetings  of  the  Council  shall  be  held  within  the  Rating  District  of  Cape 
Town  and  in  such  building  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Council ;  and  all  meetings  of 
the  Council  shall  be  open  to  the  public :  provided  that  this  section  shall  not  apply  to 
any  Committee  meeting  either  of  the  Council  or  of  any  Committee  thereof  if  a 
resolution  to  exclude  the  public  be  carried  :  provided  that  not  less  than  six  Councillors 
shall  vote  for  such  resolution. 

65.  At  every  meeting  of  the  Council  the  Mayor,  if  present,  shall  be  Chairman. 
If  the  Mayor  be  absent,  then  the  Deputy  Mayor  shall  be  Chairman.  If  neither  the 
Mayor  nor  Deputy  Mayor  be  present,  such  Councillor  as  the  Councillors  present  choose 
shall  be  Chairman. 

66.  All  acts  of  the  Council  and  all  questions  coming  or  arising  before  the  Council 
may  be  done  and  decided  by  the  majority  of  such  Councillors  as  are  present  and  vote 
at  a  meeting  held  in  pursuance  of  this  Act ;  provided  the  whole  number  present  at  the 
meeting  whether  voting  or  not  be  not  less  than  twenty-one. 

67.  In  case  of  an  equality  of  votes  the  Chairmau  at  auy  meeting  of  the  Council 
or  of  a  Committee  shall  have  a  second  or  casting  vote. 

68.  Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  every  meeting  of  the  Council,  and  of  every 
meeting  of  any  Committee,  shall  be  drawn  up  and  entered  iD  books  kept  for  that 
purpose,  which  shall  be  signed  at  the  same  or  the  next  ensuing  meeting  by  the  Mayor, 
or  by  a  member  of  the  Council  or  of  the  Committee,  describing  himself  as,  or  appearing 
to  be,  Chairman  of  the  meeting  at  which  the  minutes  were  signed ;  and  suoh  minutes 
so  signed,  or  a  copy  or  an  extract  therefrom,  attested  by  the  Mayor  and  Town  Clerk, 
shall  be  received  in  evidence  in  proceedings  criminal  or  civil  without  further  proof. 

69.  All  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Council,  and  all  books,  writings, 
accounts,  and  records  thereof,  shall  be  made  and  kept  in  the  English  language,  it  being 
left  to  the  option  of  the  members  of  the  Council  to  address  the  Council  either  in 
English  or  Dutch. 

<0.  No  act  or  proceeding  of  the  Council  shall  be  questioned  on  account  of  auy 
vacancy  in  their  body  or  of  any  lack  of  qualification  or  of  any  disqualification  in 
regard  to  any  Councillor  taking  part  in  such  act  or  proceedings. 

Committees — District  Executive  and  General. 

71.  The  Councillors  elected  for  any  Rating  District,  or  any  number  of  them 
appointed  by  the  Counoil  shall,  during  their  term  of  office  as  Councillors,  form  a 
District  Committee  for  their  Rating  District.  The  District  Committee  of  each  Rating 
District  shall  annually,  within  one  week  after  the  annual  election  of  Councillors,  elect 
its  own  Chairman.  Each  District  Committee  shall  have  such  power  to  administer  such 
local  matters  within  the  Rating  District  as  shall  be  delegated  to  such  District  Com¬ 
mittee  by  the  Council. 

72.  The  Council  may  from  time  to  time  appoint  out  of  their  own  body  an  Executive 
Committee  and  such  and  so  many  Committees,  either  of  a  general  or  special  nature,  and 
consisting  of  such  number  of  persons  as  they  think  fit,  for  any  purposes  whioh  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Council  would  be  better  regulated  and  managed  by  means  of  such  Com¬ 
mittees,  and  may  also  delegate  to  any  Committee  such  powers  as  they  may  think  fit,  and 
fix  the  quorum  of  every  such  Committee;  and  every  suoh  Committee  may  from  time  to 
time  appoint  one  of  the  members  to  be  Chairman  thereof. 

73.  The  acts  of  a  Committee  shall  not  be  binding  upon  the  Council  until  submitted 
to  aud  approved  by  the  Council,  excepting  in  those  cases  in  which  the  Council  shall  by 
resolution  have  authorised  a  Committee  to  manage,  regulate,  or  conclude  any  matter  or 
matters  without  further  reference  to  the  Council. 

74.  All  questions  brought  before  any  Committee  shall,  provided  a  quorum  be 
present,  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 

75.  Until  the  contrary  be  proved,  every  meeting  of  the  Council,  or  of  a  Committee, 
in  respect  of  the  proceedings  whereof  minutes  have  been  made,  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  been  duly  convened  and  held,  and  all  the  members  present  at  the  meeting  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  been  duly  qualified ;  and  where  the  proceedings  are  the  proceedings  of 
a  Committee,  the  Committee  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  duly  constituted  and  to  have 
had  power  to  deal  with  the  matters  referred  to  in  the  minutes. 

76.  The  Council  may  from  time  to  time  make  rules  of  order,  not  inconsistent  with 
the  terms  of  this  Act,  for  the  regulation  of  their  proceedings  aud  business,  aud  may 
vary  or  revoke  the  same ;  and,  until  they  do  so,  the  existing  rules  of  order  of  the  Town 
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Council  of  Cape  Town  shall  be  aud  remain  in  full  force  excepting  in  so  far  as  they 
may  be  opposed  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  in  the  said  Rules  of  Order,  the 
Mayor,  Deputy  Mayor  or  Chairman  (as  the  case  may  be)  shall  have  power  to  name  a 
Councillor  :  and  upon  motion  made  and  adopted  by  net  less  than  two-thirds  of  the 
Councillors  present  and  voting  on  the  question,  to  suspend  a  Councillor  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  the  conclusion  of  the  next  succeeding  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Council. 
The  Rules  of  Order  adopted  by  the  Committee  shall  be  Rules  of  Order  in  Committees. 


Accounts  and  Audit. 

77.  The  Council  shall  annually,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  annual 
election  of  Councillors,  eleot  two  auditors,  who  shall  be  deemed  to  be  officers  of  the 
Council  and  amenable  to  regulations  under  the  Audit  Act  of  1875,  and  there  shall  be  paid 
to  them  out  of  municipal  funds  such  remuneration  as  the  Counoil  may  deem  fitting. 
The  election  of  suoh  auditors  shall  be  conducted  in  manner  similar  to  that  employed 
in  the  election  of  officers  of  the  Council. 

78.  It  shall  not  be  competent  to  eleot  as  an  auditor  any  Councillor  or  officer  of 
the  Council  or  any  person  related  to  any  Councillor,  or  to  any  officer  of  the  Council  who 
deals  with  cash  or  accounts,  in  or  within  the  third  degree  of  consanguinity  or  affiuity  : — 
Provided  : 

(' a )  That  no  auditor  who  was  at  the  time  of  his  election  duly  qualified  to  be 
electod  shall  cease  to  hold  such  office  by  reason  that  any  person  related  to 
him  in  or  within  such  third  degree  shall,  after  the  election  of  such  auditor, 
become  a  Councillor  of  the  Council  to  supply  any  casual  vacancy,  or  by 
reason  that  such  auditor  and  some  member  or  officer  of  the  Council  shall 
after  election  beoome  related  to  each  other  in  and  within  the  third  degree  of 
affinity ; 

(b)  That  if  any  auditor  shall  after  his  appointment  as  such  be  elected  a  Councillor 
or  other  officer  of  the  Council,  his  office  of  auditor  shall,  ipso  facto ,  become 
vacant. 

79.  Should  an  auditor  die  or  resign,  or  refuse  to  aot,  or  become  incapable  of 
acting  from  mental  or  bodily  disease,  or  cease  to  reside  within  the  Cape  Division,  or 
become  insolvent,  or  assign  his  estate  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  or  become  a  con¬ 
tractor,  or  bo  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  any  contract,  or  be  or  become  a 
surety  for  any  contractor  with  the  Council,  his  office  shall  become  vacant,  and  the 
remaining  auditor  shall  act  alone  until  another  auditor  is  appointed.  Such  vacancy 
shall,  however,  be  filled  as  soon  as  may  be  by  the  election  of  an  auditor  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  in  a  similar  manner  to  that  provided  in  Section  seventy-seven. 

80.  The  Council  shall  cause  books  to  be  provided,  and  true  and  regular  accounts 
to  be  kept  therein  of  all  sums  of  money  received  and  paid  on  account  of  and  for  the 
Council,  aud  of  the  several  purposes  for  which  such  sums  of  money  have  been  received 
and  paid,  and  of  all  revenue  which  may  have  accrued,  and  of  such  liabilities  as  may 
have  been  incurred  but  not  discharged  at  the  end  of  each  calendar  year,  and  of  such 
authorised  writing-off  of  irrecoverable  revenue,  or  for  depreciation,  as  are  hereinafter 
described;  and  shall  cause  all  such  entries  to  be  made  in  such  a  manner  as  to  readily 
and  clearly  produce  the  accounts  hereinafter  prescribed  as  required  of  the  said  Council ; 
and  such  books  shall  be  kept  in  the  Town  Hall  in  Cape  Town,  and  shall  not  be  taken 
thence  except  by  leave  of  the  Council  or  by  process  of  some  competent  court ;  and 
such  books  shall  at  all  reasonable  times  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  Councillor, 
Ratepayer  or  Creditor  of  the  Council,  as  well  as  by  the  auditors  under  this  Act,  and 
the  Councillors  and  other  persons  aforesaid  or  any  of  them,  may  take  copies  or  extracts 
from  the  said  books  without  paying  for  the  same. 

81.  The  Council  shall  cause  to  be  kept  in  such  books  accounts,  separate  in  respect 
of  each  Rating  District,  of  the  cost  of  the  several  Water  Supply  Systems  and  of  such 
properties  as  may  have  been  purchased  for  water  supply  pui poses,  showing  per  contra 
the  amount  of  the  debt  outstanding  in  connection  with  each  at  the  time  of  ihe  taking 
effeot  of  this  Act,  and  such  assets  and  liabilities  shall  be  treated  by  the  Council  at  assecs 
and  liabilities  of  the  Rating  Districts  concerned  until  an  additional  si  pply  of  water  has 
been  made  available  which  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  th«  whole  Council,  he 
ample  for  the  then  needs  of  the  whole  Municipality  ;  and  the  Council  shall  cau-e 
accounts  to  be  kept  showing  the  revenue  derived  from  such  water  supplies  or  prope  ths 
purchased  for  water  supply  purposes  and  of  the  expenditure  in  connection  with  the 
maintenance  of  such  water  supply  or  property  in  each  Hating  District ;  and  any  surplus 
of  such  receipts  over  expenditure,  including  interest  on  the  debt  and  anj  contr-bution 
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to  the  Sinking  Funds  for  the  extinction  of  such  debt,  shall  be  available  only  for  purposes 
of  the  Rating  District  concerned,  and  aujr  deficit  shall  b9  made  good  at  the  expense  of 
the  Rating  District  concerned.  Provided  : — 

(< (t )  That  whensoever  such  ample  supply  of  water,  as  above  described,  shall  be  made 
available  the  Council  shall  open  a  capital  account  for  the  whole  water  supply 
of  the  Municipality  to  which  account  shall  be  carried. 

1.  The  cost  of  the  new  supply  ; 

2.  The  cost  of  each  and  all  of  the  present  supplies  ; 

3.  The  cost  of  all  properties  purchased  in  connection  with  proposed  water 

supplies,  and 

4.  Per  contra  the  debt  outstanding  at  that  date. 

( b )  That  the  Rating  Districts  concerned  shall  thereupon  be  given  credit  for  any 

excess  of  the  cost  in  each  case,  witli  any  Sinking  Fund  in  existence,  and  any 
balance  unexpended  of  loans  raised,  over  the  then  outstanding  debt,  the 
sums  so  credited  being  treated  as  Betterment  Funds  available  for  permanent 
improvements  in  each  such  Rating  District. 

(c)  That  contributions  to  a  Sinking  Fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  whole  Water 

Debt  shall  thereupon  be  annually  made,  which  shall  be  at  least  equal  to  the 
estimated  average  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  capital  expenditure  after 
allowing  for  moneys  to  be  spent  out  of  water  revenue  on  renewals. 

(d)  That  thereupon  an  account  shall  be  kept  of  all  receipts  in  connection  with  water 
supplied  and  of  all  expenditure  on  the  maintenance  of  such  supply  and  of  all 
contributions  to  the  Sinking  Fund  in  connection  with  the  Water  Supply  Debt, 
and  of  all  moneys  spent  out  of  ordinary  water  revenue  on  renewals  ;  and  that 
any  surplus  of  receipts  in  such  account  may  be  carried  forward,  or  by  a  vote 
of  the  majority  of  the  whole  Council  be  wholly  or  in  part  transferred  to 
ordinary  revenue ;  and  that  any  deficit  of  receipts  in  such  account  may 
similarly  be  carried  forward,  or,  by  vote  of  the  majority  of  the  whole 
Council,  may  be  wholly  or  in  part  charged  against  ordinary  revenue. 

82.  The  Council  shall  also  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  in  such  books  an  account  for 
capital  expenditure  on  Electric  Lighting  Works  machinery  and  plant,  to  which  account 
shall  be  carried  the  cost  of  such  works,  machinery  and  plant  at  the  date  of  the  taking 
effect  of  this  Act,  and ,  per  contra,  the  outstanding  debt  at  that  date  ;  and  the  Rating 
District  or  Districts  concerned  in  such  expenditure  shall  be  given  credit  for  any  excess 
of  the  cost  of  such  works,  machinery  or  plant  in  each  case,  with  any  Sinking  Fund  in 
existence  in  connection  therewith,  any  balance  unexpended  of  any  loan  or  loans  raised 
in  connection  therewith  over  the  then  outstanding  debt,  the  sums  so  credited  being 
carried  to  Betterment  Funds,  available  only  for  permanent  improvements  in  each  such 
Rating  District ;  provided  that  sub-sections  (c)  and  (d)  of  the  preceding  section  shall 
then  apply,  mutatis  mutandis,  in  regard  to  Electric  Light  transactions. 

83.  The  Council  shall  also  cause  to  he  opened  and  kept  in  such  books  accounts, 
separate  in  regard  to  each  Rating  District,  for  such  Drainage  and  Sewerage  works  as  have 
been  undertaken  by  means  of  borrowed  moneys  in  each  such  District ;  and  to  such 
accounts  shall  be  carried  the  amounts  spent  out  of  such  loans  up  to  the  date  of  the 
taking  effect  of  this  Act,  and  per  contra  the  outstanding  debt  at  that  date;  and  the 
interest  on  such  debt  and  any  contributions  to  a  Sinking  Fund  for  the  extinction  of 
such  debt  and  the  cost  of  maintenance  and  repair  of  such  works  shall  be  a  charge 
against  the  Rating  District  concerned,  and  any  unspent  balance  of  loans  raised  for  such 
purposes  or  any  unexercised  borrowing  powers  shall  similarly  be  regarded  as 
available  only  for  Drainage  or  Sewerage  works,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  such 
particular  District ;  and  any  moneys  subsequently  borrowed  and  spent  for  Drainage 
or  Sewerage  shall  be  similarly  treated  as  chargeable  to  the  particular  Rating  District 
or  Districts  concerned,  as  well  as  the  interest  on  such  loans,  the  contribution  to  any 
Sinking  Fund  for  the  extinction  of  such  loans,  and  expenditure  for  the  maintenance 
and  repair  of  such  works ;  and  expenditure  on  sanitary  services  rendered  necessary  by 
the  absence  of  any  or  adequate  Drainage  or  Sewerage  works  shall  be  charged  against 
the  Rating  District  in  and  on  behalf  of  which  such  expenditure  is  incurred  and  not 
against  the  rate  of  the  Municipality  for  general  purposes. 

84.  The  Council  shall  also  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  in  such  books  a  Capital 
account  in  connection  with  all  other  expenditure  out  of  borrowed  moneys  on  Works, 
Buildings,  Land,  Plant  or  for  any  purposes  other  than  Water  Supply,  Electric  Light, 
Drainage  and  Sewerage  ;  and  to  this  account  shall  be  carried  the  debts  outstanding  at 
the  date  of  taking  effect  of  this  Act  in  connection  with  such  purposes  of  all 
the  Municipalities  which  are  by  this  Act  consolidated  in  one  Municipality  and  per 
contra  the  cost  of  such  Works,  Buildings,  Land,  et  cetera ,  so  far  as  such  cost  has  been 
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paid  out  of  such  borrowed  moneys  ;  but  so  soon  as  the  Board  of  Valuers  appointed  under 
Section  93  of  this  Act  shall  have  assessed,  as  therein  prescribed,  the  value  of  the  avail¬ 
able  assets  of  the  Municipality  as  at  the  date  of  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act,  such 
values  shall  be  substituted,  in  each  case,  for  the  cost  price  previously  entered  ;  and  the 
excess  thereafter  existing  of  the  amounts  entered  as  cost  of  works  which  cannot  be 
so  valued  with  the  value  of  such  assessed  assets  as  above  described  over  the  outstanding 
debt  shall  be  deemed  a  credit  of  the  particular  Rating  Districts  concerned  and  shall 
he  carried  to  the  “  Betterment  ”  Funds  of  each  such  District  for  use  only  in  such 
District  on  improvements  of  a  permanent  nature  ;  the  value  of  such  other  assets  as  may 
not  have  been  paid  for  out  of  borrowed  moneys  but  out  of  the  ordinary  revenue  and 
expenditure  accounts  of  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities  shall  then  be  carried  to  the 
same  account  and  shall  be  credited  to  the  particular  Rating  Districts  concerned,  to  bo 
used  in  the  reduction  of  the  differential  rates  of  such  Districts :  Provided  that  the 
interest  on  the  debt  outstanding  at  the  date  of  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act,  and  any 
contributions  to  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  extinction  of  such  debt  shall  be  charged 
against  the  Rating  District  in  each  case  concerned  until  such  debt  is  completely 
redeemed. 

85.  The  Council  shall  also  cause  to  be  opened  and  kept  in  such  books  accouuts 
separate  in  regard  to  each  Rating  District  to  each  of  which  shall  be  carried  receipts  and 
expenditure  for  purposes  which  are  not  universal  throughout  the  Municipality  and  not 
covered  by  loans,  including  such  as  are  indicated  in  Sections  82,  83  aud  84  of  this 
Act ;  and  to  these  accounts  shall  also  he  carried  any  cash  or  bank  balances  taken  over 
by  the  Municipality  on  the  date  of  the  taking  effect  of  tins  Act,  any  rates  or  other 
receipts  outstanding  at  the  said  date  which  may  be  subsequently  received  and  any 
amounts  due  by  the  Municipalities  at  that  date  and  chargeable  against  ordinary 
revenue  which  may  be  subsequently  paid  ;  and  such  portion  of  the  rate  assessed  from 
time  to  time  as  represents  the  particular  differential  rating  of  each  such  District 
shall  be  ci’edited  to  the  account  of  such  District  as  before  prescribed. 

86.  The  auditors  shall,  before  the  close  of  each  month,  examine  accounts, 
prepared  by  the  Treasurer  in  such  form  as  shall  he  prescribed  in  regulations  under  the 
Audit  Act,  1875,  of  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the  Municipality  during  the  previous 
month,  with  the  Balance  Sheet  of  the  Municipality  at  the  end  of  each  month,  to 
ascertain  that  such  statements  are  in  accordance  with  the  books  of  the  Council,  are 
supported  by  proper  vouchers,  that  the  expenditure  is  in  accordance  with  votes  or 
resolutions  or  contracts  of  the  Council,  and  that  such  votes,  resolutions  aud  contracts 
are  authorized  by  law  ;  also  to  ascertain  the  cash  balance  held  by  the  Treasurer  and 
where  such  balance  is  deposited.  Aud  the  Council  shall,  by  the  Treasurer,  produce 
and  lay  before  the  auditors  all  books,  papers  and  writings  in  their  custody  or  power 
relating  to  or  having  a  bearing  upon  the  transactions  recorded  in  such  accounts  ; 
and  if  the  auditors,  after  due  inquiry,  shall  be  satisfied  that  all  moneys  reoeived 
have  been  duly  and  properly  accounted  for,  and  that  all  payments  charged  have  been 
duly  authorised  and  made  and  correctly  charged,  and  any  transfers  from  one  account  to 
another  have  been  authorised  by  the  Council  and  are  such  as  may  he  legally  made, 
they  shall  certify  to  the  correctness  of  such  accounts  in  the  form  prescribed  by 
regulations  under  the  Audit  Act,  1875  ;  but  if  they  think  there  is  just  cause  to  disapprove 
of  any  item  in  the  said  accounts  they  may  disalF  v  the  same,  stating  in  a  report  to 
the  Council  their  reasons  for  such  disapproval  ;  aud  ii  any  such  auditor  shall  wilfully 
certify  any  such  account  knowing  the  certificate  on  the  account  verified  by  it  to  be 
untrue  in  any  material  particular,  he  shall  be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  contravening  this 
Section  of  this  Act,  and  shall  upon  conviction  be  liable  to  punishment  by  fine  not 
exceeding  twenty  pounds,  or,  in  default  of  payment  of  the  fine,  by  imprisonment  with 
or  without  hard  labour  for  any  period  not  exceeding  one  month. 

87.  Any  person  interested  in  the  said  accounts,  either  as  a  creditor  of  the  Council 
or  as  a  ratepayer  may,  either  by  himself  or  his  agent,  be  present  at  the  audit  of  the  said 
accounts  and  may  make  any  objection  in  writing,  signed  by  himself  or  such  agent,  to 
any  part  of  such  accounts. 

88.  The  Town  Clerk  shall  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  after  the  completion 
of  such  audit,  lay  such  accounts  and  statements  so  audited  and  certified  before  the 
Council  with  such  objections  as  may  have  been  made  under  the  preceding  section  ;  and 
the  accounts  and  statements  shall  then  he  finally  examined  and  settled  by  the  Council, 
and  if  the  same  be  found  just  and  true  they  shall  be  allowed  by  the  Council  and 
certified  accordingly  under  the  hand  of  the  Chairman  of  that  meeting,  and  copies  of 
such  accounts  and  statements  shall  be  kept  by  the  Town  Clerk  at  the  Office  of  the 
Council,  but  the  original  accounts  and  statements  so  certified  shall  forthwith 
be  forwarded  to  the  Controller  and  Auditor-Greueral  of  the  Colony,  with 
all  such  vouchers  as  he  may  require,  by  whom  they  shall  be  finally  audited  ;  aud  in 
conducting  the  examination  of  the  vouchers  relating  to  such  accounts  the  Controller 


14 


ami ‘Auditor-General,  after  satisfying  himself  that  the  accounts  bear  evidence  that  Hie 
vouchers  have  been  completely  checked,  examined  and  certified  as  correct  in  every 
respeot,  and  that  they  have  been  allowed  and  paid  by  the  Council,  may  audit  the 
same  as  satisfactory  evidence  of  receipt  of  revenue  or  payment  of  the  charges  to  which 
they  relate :  Provided  always  that  if  the  Government  shall  desire  any  such  vouchers 
to  be  examined  by  the  Controller  and  Auditor- General  in  gieater  detail  the  Controller 
and  Auditor-General  shall  cause  such  vouchers  to  be  subjected  to  such  detailed 
examination  as  the  Government  may  think  fit  to  describe. 

89.  If  any  person  who  may  be  surcharged  by  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General 
as  having  made,  or  authorised,  or  as  being  otherwise  responsible  for,  any  illegal  payment 
appearing  in  the  accounts  of  the  Municipality  or  for  any  short  collection  of  revenue 
due  to  the  Municipality,  shall  fail  to  adjust  or  recover  such  surcharge  within  such  time 
as  may  be  allowed  for  its  recovery  in  regulations  framed  under  the  provisions  of  the 
sixth  section  of  the  Audit  Act  of  1875,  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General  shall  report 
such  surcharge  and  all  necessary  particulars  to  the  Attorney-General,  who  shall 
sue  the  person  or  persons  in  default,  in  any  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  for  the 
recovery  of  auy  amount  which,  in  the  opinion  of  such  Attorney-General,  has  been 
properly  surcharged,  and  the  costs  adjudged  to  be  payable  by  the  defendant  in  anjr 
such  suit  shall  be  payable  by  such  defendant  personally  or  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
Council,  as  such  Court  may  direct. 

90.  On  completion  of  the  examination  and  audit  of  the  accounts  and  statements 
in  connection  with  each  month’s  transactions,  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General 
shall  grant  a  certificate  in  which  the  total  amount  of  the  sums  forming  respectively 
the  charge  and  discharge  of  such  account  and  the  balance,  if  any,  remaining  due  shall 
be  set  forth  ;  and  every  such  certificate  shall  be  signed  by  him  and  shall  be  valid  and 
effectual  to  discharge  the  Council,  as  the  case  may  be,  either  wholly  or  from  so  much 
of  the  amount  with  which  the  Couacil  may  have  been  chargeable  as  the  Council  may 
appear  by  such  certificate  to  be  discharged  from ;  and  upon  receipt  of  such  discharge 
for  the  month  of  December  in  each  year  the  Treasurer  shall  frame  an  abstract  or 
abstracts  showing  the  transactions  of  the  calendar  year  in  question  as  audited  and 
passed  by  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General  which  shall  be  verified  by  his  signature 
to  such  certificate  as  may  be  prescribed  in  regulations  under  the  Audit  Act,  1875,  and 
such  abstract  or  abstracts  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Controller  and  Auditor- General 
for  rectification  and  final  audit,  and  shall  thereafter  be  advertised  by  the  Council  in 
one  or  more  papers  published  in  the  Municipality,  and  shall  be  laid  before  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  with  such  report  thereon  as  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General  may  see 
fit  to  make. 

91.  The  auditors  or  the  Controller  and  Auditor- General  shall  be  entitled  at  any 
time  to  make  examination  without  previous  notice  to  anyone  of  the  books  and  cash  in 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  to  compare  the  cash  with  the  books  and  check  the  various 
balances,  the  cash  in  hand  and  the  bank  account ;  provided  that  in  each  case  a  report 
of  the  result  of  such  examination  shall  be  made  to  the  Council. 

92.  The  Council  shall  in  the  month  of  December  in  every  year  draw  out  an  estimate 
of  the  probable  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  year  next  ensuing,  showing  the 
several  taxes  or  rates  to  be  levied  or  assessed  during  the  same,  and  the  said  estimate 
shall  be  signed  by  the  Treasurer,  Mayor  and  Town  Clerk,  and  shall  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  any  enrolled  voter,  and  an  abstract  thereof  shall  be  advertised  in  one  or 
more  papers  published  in  the  said  municipality  before  the  31st  day  of  the  month  of 
January  in  the  year  next  ensuing.  And  after  such  publication  of  the  said  annual 
estimate  a  special  meeting  of  the  Council  shall  be  held  upon  fourteen  days’  notice, 
for  the  purpose  of  finally  considering  and  confirming  the  said  estimate,  and  at  such 
meeting  it  shall  not  be  competent  or  lawful  to  place  any  new  item  on  said  estimates 
or  to  increase  any  item. 

93.  As  soon  as  may  be  after  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act,  the  Council  shall  appoint 
a  Board  of  Valuers  to  value  the  available  and  realisable  assets  transferred  from  the 
Metropolitan  Municipalities  to  the  Council  by  this  Act  exclusive  of  cash  balances  and 
debts  due  to  such  Metropolitan  Municipalities  but  unpaid  and  outstanding  on  that 
date  and  exclusive  of  assets  in  connection  with  Water  Supply  undertakings  desciibed 
in  Section  81  of  this  Act;  and  the  said  Board  shall  consist  of  three  persons  of  whom 
one  only  shall  be  a  Councillor  and  one  shall  be  a  sworn  appraiser ;  and  the  said 
Board  shall  be  supplied  by  the  Town  Clerk  with  a  list  of  all  the  said  assets 
whether  Land,  Buildings,  Live  Stock,  Plant,  or  otherwise ;  and  the  said  Board 
shall  enter  against  each  item  in  such  list  the  sum  which  in  their  opinion  after  full  and 
careful  investigation  and  consideration  was  its  fair  value  on  the  date  of  the  taking 
effect  of  this  Act :  Provided  that  in  regard  to  land  granted  by  the  Government  for 
Municipal  purposes  the  value  only  of  the  improvements  made  by  the  Council  of  each 
Metropolitan  Municipality  shall  be  entered  and  not  the  value  of  such  land. 
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Officers. 


94.  The  Counoil  shall  from  time  to  time  appoint  a  fit  person  not  a  Councillor  to 
be  Town  Clerk  of  the  Municipality,  who  shall  hold  office  during  the  pleasure  of 
the  Council,  shall  perform  such  duties  as  the  Council  may  determine,  and  shall  have  the 
charge  and  custody  of  and  be  responsible  for  the  deeds,  records  and  documents  of  the 
Council  which  shall  be  kept  as  the  Council  shall  direct. 

95.  In  case  of  the  illness  or  absence  of  the  Town  Clerk,  or  in  case  the  office  of 
Town  Clerk  be  vaoant,  the  Council  may  appoint  a  Deputy  or  Acting  Town  Clerk  from 
among  the  Council’s  officers  to  hold  office  during  their  pleasure,  and  all  things  recpiired 
or  authorised  by  law  to  be  done  by  or  to  the  Town  Clerk  may  be  done  by  or  to  the 
Deputy  or  Acting  Town  Clerk. 

96.  The  Council  shall  from  time  to  time  appoint  a  fit  person,  not  being  a 
Councillor,  to  be  Treasurer  of  the  Municipality,  who  shall  hold  office  during  their 
pleasure.  The  Offices  of  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer  shall  not  be  held  by  the  same  person. 

97.  The  Council  shall  from  time  to  time  appoint  such  other  officers  as  they  may 
deem  necessary  and,  unless  it  shall  be  otherwise  stipulated  in  the  contract  with  or 
appointment  of  any  such  officer,  may  at  any  time  remove  auy  such  officer  upon  a  notice 
of  not  less  than  one  month,  or  in  case  of  misconduct  without  notice. 

98.  The  Counoil  shall  require  the  Town  Clerk,  the  Deputy  or  Acting  Town  Clerk, 
the  Treasurer  and  all  officers  charged  with  the  collection  or  the  administration  of  moneys 
or  the  custody  of  documents  or  property  of  the  Couucil  to  give  such  security  a3  they 
think  proper  for  the  due  execution  of  their  offices,  and  may  assign  to  every  officer  sucli 
duties  and  responsibilities  as  they  may  see  fit,  and  shall  allow  him  such  remuneration 
as  they  think  reasonable. 

99.  No  officer  appointed  by  the  Council  shall  be  engaged  directly  or  indirectly 
in  any  other  business,  trade  or  profession,  than  the  business  of  the  Council,  save  with 
the  express  sanction  of  the  Council. 

100.  Every  Treasurer  and  other  officer  appointed  by  the  Council,  shall  at  such 
times  and  in  such  manner  as  the  Council  shall  direct,  deliver  to  the  Mayor,  or  such 
person  as  they  shall  appoint,  true  and  perfect  accounts,  in  writing,  of  all  matters  and 
things  committed  to  his  charge,  anu  also  of  all  moneys  which  shall  have  been  by  such 
officer  received  by  virtue  or  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  and  of  how  much  thereof  shall 
have  been  expended  or  disbursed,  and  for  what  purposes,  together  with  proper  vouchers 
for  such  payments ;  and  every  such  other  officer  shall  pay  all  money  due  from  him  to  the 
Treasurer  or  as  the  Council  shall  direct,  and  if  any  such  Treasurer  or  officer  refuses 
or  neglects  to  make  or  render  suoli  account,  or  to  deliver  up  the  vouchers  rolating  to 
the  same,  or  to  make  payment  as  aforesaid,  or  refuses  or  wilfully  neglects  to  deliver  to  the 
Mayor,  or  to  such  person  appointed  to  receive  the  same  forthwith,  after  being  thereunto 
required  by  the  Mayor  by  notice,  in  writing,  under  his  hand,  given  to  or  left  at  his 
last  or  usual  place  of  abode,  all  books,  papers,  and  writings  in  his  custody  or  power 
belonging  to  the  Council,  or  relating  to  the  execution  of  his  duties,  or  to  give  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  the  Mayor  or  such  other  person  as  aforesaid  respecting  the  same,  then  and  in 
every  such  case,  upon  complaint  made  by  the  Mayor  or  by  such  person  as  aforesaid  to 
the  Supreme  Court  or  any  Judge  thereof,  the  said  court  or  judge  may,  if  they  or 
he  shall  see  fit,  order  the  officer,  so  refusing  or  neglecting,  to  appear  at  an  appointed  time 
and  place,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  court  or  judge  upon  the  hearing  of  the  case, 
that  any  moneys  remain  due  from  such  officer,  such  court  or  judge  may,  by  decree  of 
the  said  court,  or  warrant  under  the  hand  of  the  said  judge,  cause  such  money  to  be 
levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  officer,  and  if  no  goods  and 
chattels  of  such  officer  shall  be  found  sufficient  to  answer  and  satisfy  the  said  money 
and  the  charges  of  distraining  and  selling  the  said  goods  aud  chattels,  or  if  it  shall 
appear  to  such  court  or  judge  that  such  officer  had  refused,  or  wilfully  neglected,  to 
render  and  give  such  aocount  or  to  produoe  the  vouchers  relating  thereto,  or  that  any 
books,  papers  or  writings  belonging  to  the  Council  or  relating  to  the  execution  of  his 
duties  remained  in  the  hands  or  in  the  custody  or  power  of  such  officer,  and  he  refused 
or  wilfully  neglected  to  deliver  or  give  satisfaction  respecting  the  same  as  aforesaid, 
then  and  in  every  such  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  court  or  judge  to  make  such  order  as 
to  justice  shall  appertain  and,  if  such  court  or  judge  think  fit,  to  commit  such  offender 
to  the  common  gaol  within  the  Municipality,  there  to  remain  without  bail  until  he 
shall  have  given  a  true  aud  perfect  account  as  aforesaid,  or  until  he  shall  have  paid  such 
moneys  as  aforesaid  and  until  he  shall  have  delivered  up  such  books,  papers  and  writings, 
or  given  satisfaction  in  respect  thereof,  to  th ;  Council,  or  to  such  other  person  as  afore¬ 
said,  or  until  such  other  or  future  time  as  the  said  court  or  judge  shall  direct  :  Provided 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  such  Treasurer,  officer,  or  other  person 
being  tried,  and,  if  found  guilty,  convicted  and  sentenced  according  to  law  for  any 
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crime  or  offence  winch  he  may  have  committed  relative  to  any  matter  or  thing  entrusted 
to  him  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act ;  and  provided,  further,  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  prevent  the  Council  from  bringing  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  any 
sum  or  sums  due  by  the  Treasurer,  officer  or  other  person  to  the  Council 

101.  No  prosecution  or  commitment  of  any  treasurer  or  other  officer  or  person  shall 
acquit  and  discharge  any  surety  or  security  that  shall  or  may  have  been  taken  by  or 
given  to  the  Council,  for  the  due  and  faithful  execution  of  his  or  their  office  or  the 
payment  of  the  moneys  received  or  to  be  received  by  him  or  them  respectively.  ’ 

Valuation  of  Property. 

102.  The  Council  shall  from  time  to  time  appoint  to  be  Valuator  of  the 
Municipality  a  fit  person,  not  a  Councillor,  who  shall  be  a  sworn  Appraiser  of  the 
Supreme  Court  and  be  approved  by  the  Minister,  be  paid  by  salary  by  the  Council, 
hold  or  exercise  no  other  office,  trade,  employment  or  profession,  and  not  be  removable 
from  office  except  with  the  consent  of  the  Minister. 

103.  The  said  Valuator  shall  before  entering  upon  his  office  make  before  some 
Justice  of  the  Peace  a  solemn  declaration  in  the  terms  following  : — 

“  L - ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  skill 

and  knowledge,  and  without  fear,  favour,  or  prejudice,  truly  and  impartially 
appraise  and  value  all  such  property  as  I  shall  be  required  to  value  in  the 

Municipality  of . for  the  purpose  of  assessment,  and  that  I  shall 

conscientiously  value  the  same  at  and  for  the  full  and  fair  price  or  sum 
which  such  property  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  likely  to  realise  if  brought 
at  the  time  of  valuation  to  voluntary  sale  and  sold  upon  the  usual  terms  and 
conditions.  And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  intending 
to  fulfil  the  same. 

“Declared  at - ,  this - -  day  of  - - - - 

“  Before  me - 

And  every  such  declaration  shall  be  lodged  with  and  preserved  by  the  Council. 

104.  Every  owner  of  immovable  property  situated  within  the  Municipality  and 
liable  to  be  rated  shall  furnish  to  the  said  Valuator  annually  at  such  time  as  may  be 
determined  by  the  Council,  a  statement  signed  by  himself  or  by  his  agent  setting  forth 
the  actual  cost  to  him  of  such  immovable  property,  including  the  cost  of  all  buildings, 
additions  and  alterations  thereon  or  thereto,  also  setting  forth  what  in  his  opinion  is 
its  fair  market  value,  the  use  to  which  it  is  put,  and  the  rent  or  other  revenue  derived 
from  it. 

105.  The  said  Valuator  shall  base  his  valuation  of  all  immovable  property  on  the 
statement  referred  to  in  the  last  preceding  section,  provided  that  he  shall  also  have  due 
regard  to  the  price  which  such  property  would,  in  his  judgment,  be  likely  to  realize  if 
brought  at  the  time  of  valuation  to  voluntary  sale  and  sold  upon  the  usual  terms  and 
conditions ;  provided  further  that  if  such  estimated  price  be  less  than  a  sum  computed 
by  multiplying  by  ten  the  rent  or  other  revenue  derived  from  such  property,  such 
greater  sum  shall  be  taken  by  him  to  be  the  value  of  such  property  ;  and  provided  further 
that  if  such  statement  be  not  furnished  the  Valuator  shall  proceed  to  value  without 
such  statement  and  there  shall  be  no  appeal  against  such  valuation. 

106.  The  said  Valuator  shall  frame  a  Valuation  Roll  in  respect  of  each  Rating 
District  separately  in  such  a  manner  as  to  shew  : — 

(a)  The  name  and  the  address  of  the  owner. 

(£)  The  name  of  the  occupier  (or  if  unoccupied  to  be  stated). 

(c)  Description  of  the  property  valued. 

(i cl )  Name  and  situation  of  property. 

(e)  Rateable  value. 

107.  When  such  valuation  rolls  have  been  completed  they  shall  be  laid  before  the 
Council  and  copies  thereof  shall  lie  at  the  offioe  of  the  Council  and  at  such  place  within 
each  Rating  District  as  the  Council  may  determine  for  the  inspection  of 
every  owner  or  occupier  of  any  property  included  therein  who  may  at  all  reasonable 
times  inspect  the  same,  and  the  Council  shall  by  notice  published  in  one  or  more 
newspapers  published  in  the  Municipality,  and  by  circular  notify  owners  and  occupiers 
of  the  valuations  of  their  properties  and  call  upon  them  to  lodge  in  writing  with  the 
Town  Clerk  any  objections  they  may  have  against  the  valuation  of  any  property 
whether  owned  or  occupied  by  them  or  not,  within  a  specified  time  not  being  less  than 
fourteen  days  from  the  first  publication  of  such  notice. 
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108.  After  the  expiration  of  the  tirif>  specified  in  such  notice  ft  Valuation  Court  shall 
be  constituted  consisting  of  five  persons,  of  whom  two  shall  be  Councillors  of  the 
Municipality  appointed  by  the  Council,  and  the  remaining  throe,  one  of  whom  shall  be 
a  Barrister  or  a  Resident  Magatrate,  shall  bo  appointed  by  the  Governor,  and  such 
Barrister  or  Resident  Magistrate  shall  be  Chairman  of  such  Court. 

1 09.  Such  Court  when  so  constituted  shall  at  meetings  duly  called  by  the  Town  Clerk 
upon  the  instruction  of  the  Mayor  prooeed  to  consider  the  Valuation  Roll,  and  the 
objections  made  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  make  such  alterations  and  amend¬ 
ments  therein  as  to  them  may  seem  expedient,  and  to  increase  or  decrease  any  valuation 
whether  it  be  objected  to  or  not,  and  shall  further  be  entitled  to  take  on  oath  the 
evidence  of  the  Valuator  of  the  Municipality  and  of  objectors  appearing  before  the 
Court,  and  the  decision  of  such  Court  shall  be  binding  and  conclusive. 

110.  When  such  Court  has  completed  its  examination  of  the  valuation  roll  and 
has  made  suoh  alterations  and  amendments  therein  as  to  it  may  seem  necessary,  the 
Town  Clerk  shall  cause  copy  of  such  roll  as  settled  to  be  made  for  the  inspection  of 
persons  interested. 

111.  Notwithstanding  anything  to  the  contrary  in  this  Act  stated,  the 
Council  may  at  any  time  direct  that  a  valuation  be  made  of  any  property  discovered  to 
have  been  omitted  from  the  valuation  roll,  or  of  any  buildings  erected  or  improved,  or  of 
any  property  sub-divided,  or  of  portions  of  any  property  which  are  occupied  by  different 
persons  after  any  general  valuation  of  property  made  as  aforesaid,  or  may  within  three 
months  after  any  general  valuation  of  property,  direct  a  valuation  of  any  property 
which  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council  is  undervalued,  and  upon  the  making  of  any 
interim  valuation,  the  same  forms  shall  be  observed  as  are  in  the  last  preceding  section 
set  forth  with  regard  to  general  valuations,  excepting  that  in  the  option  of  the  Council 
the  prescribed  notice  may  be  served,  in  writing,  either  upon  the  owners  or  occupiers  of 
the  property  or  properties  affected  instead  of  being  published  as  aforesaid. 

112.  The  Valuatorofthe  Municipality  shall,  for  the  purpose  ofmakiug  any  valuation 
as  aforesaid,  have  power  to  enter  at  all  reasonable  hours  in  the  daytime  into  and  upon 
any  immovable  property  within  the  Municipality  without  being  liable  to  any  action  on 
account  thereof. 

113.  All  rates  made  or  levied  by  the  Council  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
shall  be  made  or  levied  upon  the  valuation  of  immovable  property  framed  in  terms  of 
this  Act  ;  and  until  such  a  valuation  be  made  such  rates  shall  be  levied  according  to 
the  existing  valuations  in  the  several  Metropolitan  Municipalities  by  this  Act 
incorporated  in  the  Municipality. 

Rates. 

114.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council  to  impose  and  levy  throughout  the 
Municipality  such  a  general  rate  as  it  may  deem  necessary  and  expedient  on  the  value 
of  all  rateable  immovable  properly  in  the  Municipality. 

115.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council  to  impose  and  levy  within  auy  Rating  District 
a  special  rate  on  the  value  of  the  rateable  immovable  property  witbin  such  Ratiog 
District. 

116.  The  General  Rate  shall  be  voted  and  levied  in  such  manner  as  the 
Council  shall  deem  advisable  and  expedient,  for  all  objects,  purposes  and  services 
necessary,  with  the  exception  of  the  purposes  and  services  in  the  next  succeeding 
section  mentioned,  and  tbe  said  General  Rate  shall  be  of  uniform  amount  throughout 
the  Municipality. 

117.  The  Special  Rate  for  any  Rating  District  shall  be  voted  and  levied 

(a)  For  the  payment  of  interest  and  sinking  fund  on  loans  charged  or  to  be  charged 

to  such  Rating  District  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  whether  as  determined 
at  the  time  of  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act,  or  as  thereafter  determined  by  the 
Council, 

(b)  for  all  purposes,  objects  and  services  lawfully  petitioned  for  by  the 

ratepayers  of  any  Rating  District  and  delegated  by  the  Council  to  the  District 
Committee  of  such  Rating  District  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and 

(c)  for  all  other  purrposes,  objects  and  services  for  which  it  is  by  this  Act  directed 

to  be  levied. 

118.  The  person  or  persons  in  whom  shall  be  vested  on  the  loth  day  of 
March  in  each  year  the  legal  title  to  any  immovable  property  shall  be  the  person  or 
persons  primarily  liable  for  the  rates  imposed  during  that  year  in  respect  of  such  pro¬ 
perty  ;  provided  that  any  person  entitled  to  the  usufruct  or  any  other  limited  interest 
for  life  in  respect  of  any  such  property  shall  be  deemed  to  be  invested  with  the  legal 
title  for  the  purposes  of  this  section  ;  and  provided,  always,  that  nothiug  in  this  Act 
contained  shall  in  any  way  affect  the  provisions  of  the  “  Crown  Property  Rating  Act, 
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1891,”  and  the  “  Public  Libraries  and  Museums  Relief  Act,  189  l,”  or  render  liable  to 
be  rated  any  places  used  exclusively  for  public  worship,  public  colleges  or  schools,  or 
institutions  supported  by  public  charity. 

1 19.  As  soon  as  possible  after  the  passing  of  a  resolution  to  levy  a  rate  on 
immovable  property,  in  addition  to  every  other  notification  required  by  law,  a  notice 
shall  be  posted  to  the  address  of  each  person  by  whom  any  money  is  payable  because 
of  such  resolution,  which  notice  shall  set  forth  the  rate  levied,  the  property  assessed, 
the  amount  payable,  the  latest  date  when,  and  the  place  at  which  payment  must  be 
made;  provided,  however,  the  non-receipt  of  such  notice  shall  not  be  any  defenoe  in 
any  proceeding  instituted  for  the  recovery  of  any  such  rate. 

120.  All  rates  levied  under  this  Act  shall  be  due  and  payable  at  the  offioe  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Council  on  the  15th  day  of  March  of  each  year,  aud  every  person  who 
shall  be  in  default  in  payment  of  any  such  rates  after  the  30th  day  of  June  in  eaoh 
year,  shall  become  liable  to  pay,  and  shall  pay  in  addition  to  the  rate  in  regard  to 
which  he  shall  have  made  such  default,  an  additional  sum  equal  to  one-twentieth  of  the 
rate,  and  such  additional  sum  together  with  the  original  rate  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the 
rate  payable  under  this  Act,  and  shall  be  recoverable  as  such  by  any  of  the  means 
provided  by  this  Act. 

Recovery  of  Rates. 

121.  After  any  rate  levied  by  virtue  of  this  Act  shall  have  been  assessed, 
notice  thereof  shall  be  advertised  in  one  or  more  newspapers  published  in 
the  Municipality,  and  the  Council  may  appoint  one  or  more  collectors 
for-  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  amounts  due  and  payable,  and  the  said 
collectors  are  hereby  authorised  to  demand  and  receive  the  amounts  so  to  be 
collected,  which  shall,  on  non-payment  thereof,  be  recoverable  at  the  suit  of  any  such 
collector,  upon  production  of  any  such  newspaper,  by  action  iu  the  court  of  the 
Resident  Magistrate  having  jurisdiction,  or  in  case  any  person  liable  for  any  rate  shall 
not  reside  within  the  Municipality,  then  either  in  the  court  of  the  Resident  Magistrate  of 
Cape  Town,  or  in  the  court  of  the  Resident  Magistrate  of  the  district  in  which  such 
ratepayer  shall  reside :  Provided  that  as  often  as  any  ratepayer  not  resident  in  the 
Cape  Division  shall  be  proceeded  against  in  the  court  of  the  Resident  Magistrate  of 
Cape  Town,  the  summons  directed  to  such  ratepayer  shall  be  served  upon  the  person,  if 
any,  in  occupation  of  the  premises  in  regard  to  which  the  rate  alleged  to  be  due  is 
claimed.  And  each  collector  shall  give  security  to  the  Council  for  the  due  execution 
of  his  office  to  such  amount  as  the  Council  shall  deem  sufficient. 

122.  If  the  amount  of  any  rate  which  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall 
have  been  assessed  on  any  immovable  property  liable  to  be  rated  or  portion  thereof 
shall  not  be  paid  by  the  owner  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council  to  sue 
either  the  occupier  thereof  at  the  time  such  rate  was  due  and  payable  or  the 
owner  separately  or  both  of  them  in  one  and  the  same  action,  each  for  the  whole, 
before  any  competent  court,  and  to  obtain  the  judgment  and  process  of  such  court  for  the 
recovery  of  the  same,  reserving  to  such  occupier  such  relief  against  the  owner  as  he  may  be 
lawfully  entitled  to:  Provided  that  every  person  who,  as  occupier  of  any  such  property  or 
portion  thereof,  shall  at  any  time  have  become  liable  to  pay  any  rate  which  may  have 
bijen  assessed  thereon,  shall  continue  to  be  liable,  and  may  be  sued  in  manner  aforesaid 
for  the  same,  notwithstanding  that  he  shall  have  ceased  to  occupy  such  property  or 
portion  thereof  :  Provided,  also,  that  any  and  every  rate  assessed  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  shall  in  so  far  as  the  owner  of  any  property  is  concerned,  be  and  be  deemed 
to  be  a  charge  upon  the  property  rated  and  recoverable  against  the  owner  at  the  time 
such  rate  was  levied  or  any  future  owner  ;  provided,  always,  that  no  future  owner  of 
property  shall  be  liable  for  any  rates  which  became  due  and  payable  at  any  period 
more  than  one  year  prior  to  the  date  upon  which  he  became  owner  of  the  said  property. 

123.  In  any  proceeding  to  levy  or  recover  rates,  or  consequent  on  the  levying 
or  recovering  of  auy  rate,  as  well  as  in  all  other  legal  proceedings  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  the  Valuation  Rolls,  Rate  Books  and  Records  of  the  Council,  and  all  entries 
made  therein,  and  extracts  or  certified  copies  thereof  signed  by  the  Town  Clerk  and 
sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  Council,  and  also  all  copies  of  any  newspaper  containing 
any  notice  necessary  to  be  proved,  shall,  upon  production  thereof  alone,  be  pnmn  facie 
evidence  of  such  rate  and  of  the  contents  there  d  without  any  evidence  that  the  notices 
required  by  or  other  requirements  of  this  Act  have  been  complied  with  ;  provided  that 
it  shall  be  competent  for  any  party  to  any  such  proceeding  to  offer  evidenoe  to 
prove  the  contrary. 

Loans. 

124.  The  Council  may  borrow  money  to  liquidate  the  principal  moneys  owing  by 
the  Municipality  on  account  of  any  previous  loan,  and  for  permanent  works  or  under¬ 
takings  for  the  benefit  of  the  Municipality  or  of  any  Rating  District,  provided  that : — 
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(o)  No  proposition  to  borrow  money  for  such  permanent  works  or  undertakings 
shall  be  adopted  by  the  Couucil  uuless  a  notice  thereof  has  been  published  in 
the  Gazette  and  in  one  or  more  newspapers  published  in  the  Municipality 
not  less  than  one  month  nor  more  than  three  months  before  such  pro¬ 
position  is  adopted,  stating  the  amount  of  the  moneys  proposed  to  be 
borrowed,  and  the  purposes  for  which  the  loan  is  to  be  applied,  and  in  case 
such  loan  is  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  any  land,  works  or  under¬ 
takings,  specifying  such  lands,  works  or  undertakings,  and  in  case  the  loan  is 
to  be  expended  in  the  construction  of  works  or  undertakings,  stating  that  the 
plans  and  specifications  and  estimate  of  the  cost  of  such  works,  and  the  state¬ 
ment  hereinbefore  mentioned  are  opeu  for  inspection  at  the  office  of  the 
Council,  and  calling  for  objections  to  be  lodged  in  writing  with  the  Town 
Clerk. 

( b )  No  resolution  adopting  such  proposition  shall  be  of  force  unless  carried  by  a 
majority  of  the  whole  Council. 

(e)  No  money  shall  be  borrowed  for  permanent  works  or  undertakings  unless  the 
approval  of  the  Minister  shall  first  have  been  given  to  such  borrowing  and  to  the 
work  or  undertaking  for  which  such  borrowing  is  proposed  ;  and  the  Minister 
may  appoint  an  inspector  to  make  a  public  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  such 
work  or  undertaking,  and  to  hear  any  objections  thereto  and  to  report  to  him 
thereon.  Provided  :  that  if  after  the  commencement  of  this  Act,  the  Couucil 
of  the  Municipality  borrow  any  money,  as  on  the  credit  of  the  Municipal  ty, 
which  the  Municipality  is  not  legally  bound  to  pay  all  Councillors  who  have 
consented  to  the  borrowing  of  such  money  shall  be  jointly  and  severally 
liable  to  repay  the  same  and  all  interest  thereon  to  the  persons  from  whom 
the  same  was  borrowed,  and  the  same  may  be  recovered  from  such  Councillors 
or  any  of  them,  as  money  lent  by  such  persons  to  such  Councillors  in  any 
Court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  but  in  no  case  shall  such  money  be  recoverable 
from  the  Municipality. 

125.  For  the  temporary  financial  accommodation  of  the  Council,  it  shall  bo  lawful 
for  the  Council  to  obta’n  an  advance  from  any  Joint  Stock  Bank  agreed  uj  on  by 
resolution  by  way  of  overdraft  of  the  current  account ;  provided  that  no  such  overdraft 
or  accommodation  shall  at  any  time  under  any  circumstances  exceed  the  Council’s 
income  for  the  year  ending  31st  December  previously  ;  and  provided  further  that 
interest  accrued  on  such  overdraft  shall  be  charged  against  the  general  revenue  of  the 
Municipality  or  against  the  special  rate  of  any  Rating  District  or  Districts  in  duo 
proportion  as  equity  may  require. 

126.  The  Act  No.  11  of  1867,  known  as  the  “  Public  Bodies’  Debts  Act,  1867,” 
shall  apply  in  the  case  of  all  debts  due,  or  which  may  hereafter  become  due, 
by  the  Council,  anything  in  the  said  Act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

127.  The  Council  shall  cause  to  be  kept  with  their  bankers  a  loan  account  separate 
and  apart  from  the  Council’s  ordinary  current  acrounls,  and  all  moneys  for;,  i.  g  part 
of  any  loan  incurred  or  taken  over  by  the  Council  other  than  a  temporary  loan  under 
section  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  of  t his  Act,  shall  be  paid  into  such  account  and 
be  applied  solely  to  the  purposes  for  which  the  same  was  borrowed  :  Provided,  how,  ver, 
that  the  Council  shall  at  any  time  be  entitled  to  utilise  temporarily  for  other  pu:  poses 
of  the  Municipality,  any  portion  of  such  moneys  not  immediately  required  i  r  use  in 
connection  with  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  borrowed,  if  the  amount  so  used 
temporarily  together  with  any  overdraft  then  existing  in  terms  of  section  onel;  mdred 
and  twenty-five  of  this  Act  shall  not  exceed  the  iucome  for  the  year  ending  on  llio  last 
preceding  31st  of  December,  and  if  the  Council,  by  special  resolution  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  which  not  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  Councillors  are  present,  and  voting, 
shall  concur  in  such  use  and  for  reasons  to  be  set  forth  in  such  resolution. 

128.  Whensoever  the  Council  may  deem  it  expedient  to  raise  by'  loan  on  stock 
or  debentures  in  the  Colony  any  sums  of  money  which  may  be  legally  burrowed, 
such  stock  or  debentures  shall  be  put  up  for  public  tender  in  such  amounts  as  may 
from  time  to  time  seem  fit,  and  may  be  disposed  of  for  the  best  terms  which  can  be 
thus  obtained.  If  more  tenders  than  one,  offering  the  same  or  equivalent  terms,  shall 
be  received  for  a  greater  amouut  of  such  stock  or  debentures  than  the  amount  for  the 
time  being  about  to  be  issued,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  accept  any  one  or  more  of  such 
tenders,  or  any  part  of  any  such  tenders  as  circumstances  may-  make  expedient. 
If  the  tenders  received  shall  be  deemed  unsatisfactory  or  if  tenders  for  a  portion 
only  of  the  amouut  to  be  issued  shall  be  accepted,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council,  at 
any  time  within  six  mouths  after  the  date  fixed  for  the  opening  of  tenders  to  issue  the 
whole  or  part  of  such  amouut,  or  of  such  portion  thereof  as  may  not  have  been  disposed 
of  by  public  tender  to  any  persons  applying  for  tli6  same,  at  the  best  price  obtainable,  not 
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being  less  than  the  equivalent  of  the  average  rate  offered  by  tender,  or  if  no  satisfactory 
and  sufficient  tenders  shall  have  been  received,  at  not  less  than  the  minimum  rate 
prescribed  in  the  advertisement  calling  for  tenders,  or  a  rate  equivalent  thereto  at  a 
different  rate  of  interest. 


Contracts. 

129.  The  Couucil  may  carry  out  any  works  departmentally,  and  may  from  time 

to  time  enter  into  any  contract  with  any  person  or  company  whatsoever,  for  any  work 
to  be  done  and  performed,  or  for  any  materials  to  be  furnished  to  and  for  the  purposes 
>f  this  Act,  or  in  connection  with  any  work  authorised  to  be  done  by  the  Council, 
which  contract  shall  specify  the  work  to  be  done  and  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  same, 
and  the  time  when  the  work  shall  be  completed  and  the  penalty  to  be  suffered  in  case 
of  non-performance  thereof.  Every  contract  shall  be  deemed  to  be  duly  executed  on 
behalf  of  the  Council  if  sealed  with  the  common  seal  of  the  Council,  and 

the  affixing  of  such  seal  shall  be  duly  witnessed  by  the  Mayor  and  Town 
Clerk,  or  by  two  Councillors  authorised  by  resolution  of  the  Council,  who 

shall  attest  such  documents  accordingly.  No  contract  above  the  value  of  fifty 
pounds  shall  be  entered  into,  unless  fourteen  days’  notice  be  previously  given  iu  one  or 
more  of  the  newspapers  published  in  the  Municipality  expressing  the  intention  of 
entering  into  such  contract,  in  order  that  any  person  willing  to  undertake  the 
same  may  take  proposals  for  that  purpose,  to  be  offered  and  presented  to  the 

Council  at  a  certain  time  and  place  in  such  notice  to  be  mentioned :  Provided, 

always,  that  if  the  Council  shall  be  of  opinion  that  it  will  not  be  advantageous  to 
contract  with  the  parson  offering  the  lowest  price  or  with  any  other  person  making  a 
proposal,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council  to  contract  with  such  other  person  or  persons 
as  they  shall  think  proper,  and  such  person  or  company  so  contracting  shall  give  security 
for  the  due  performance  thereof  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council :  provided,  further, 
that  the  foregoing  conditions  shall  not  apply  to  any  agreement  with  regard  to  any 
a  Ivertisements  published  by  the  Council  or  to  any  matter  of  such  urgency  that  it 
would  be  against  the  interests  of  the  Council  to  delay,  or  to  any  purchases  or 
orders  which  the  Couucil  nuy  consider  it  necessary  or  expedient  to  make  or  place 
outside  the  Colon}'.  Provided,  further,  that  any  Councillor  who  shall,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  become  a  Contractor  or  tender  for  any  contract,  either  in  his  name  or  m 
the  name  of,  or  jointly  with  any  other  person,  shall  forfeit  all  his  share  and  interest 
in  such  contract  for  the  benefit  of  the  Council,  and  shall  also  be  considered  to  have 
vacated  his  office  of  Councillor. 

130.  No  Councillor  shall  be  deemed  or  taken  to  have  vacated  his  office  of  Coun¬ 
cillor  or  to  have  incurred  any  penalty  or  forfeiture  whatever,  by  reason  merely  that  the 
Council  shall  have  entered  into  any  such  contract  as  in  the  last  preceding  section 
mentioned,  or  any  other  dealing  or  transaction  with  any  joint  stock  company  in  this 
Colony,  of  which  such  Councillor  shall  be  a  shareholder  or  in  which  he  shall  be  other¬ 
wise  interested,  nor  shall  any  shareholder  or  person  otherwise  interested  in  any  joint 
stock  company  with  which  company  the  Council  shall  have  entered  into  any  executed 
or  still  subsisting  contract,  dealing  or  transaction,  be  deemed  or  taken  to  be  ineligible 
to  be  elected  or  to  act  as  a  Councillor  by  reason  merely  of  such  contract,  dealing  or 
transaction :  Provided,  always,  that  no  Councillor  who  is  also  such  a  shareholder  or  so 
otherwise  interested  as  aforesaid  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  as  a  Councillor  upon  the 
question  of  making  or  entering  into  any  contract,  dealing  or  transaction  with  the  joint 
stock  company  in  which  he  is  interested  or  upon  any  matter  in  connection  with  such 
interest,  dealing  or  transaction  ;  and  any  Councillor  who  shall  so  vote  in  contravention 
of  this  restriction  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds : 
Provided,  also,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  taken  to  prevent  the 
Mayor,  being  such  a  shareholder  as  aforesaid,  from  signing  any  such  contract  as  by 
this  Act  is  required. 


Municipal  Property 

131.  From  and  after  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act  there  shall  be  vested  in  the 
Council : 

(a)  The  property  of  and  in  the  streets,  roads,  public  lanes,  thoroughfares,  foot 
pavements,  footpaths,  sidewalks,  squares,  parks  and  open  spaces,  to  which  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Metropolitan  Municipalities  shall  have  acquired  or  here¬ 
after  may  acquire  a  common  right  and  the  property  of  and  in  the  Green 
Point  Common  and  of  and  in  the  foreshore  within  the  Municipality  excepting 
in  so  far  as  it  is  situated  between  the  Harbour  Board  enclosure  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Breakwater  and  the  mouth  of  the  Castle  moat  or  ditoh ; 
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(6)  All  right,  title  and  interest  in  any  lands  or  buildings  which  shall  at  the  time 
of  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act  be  vested  in  the  Councils  of  the  several 
Metropolitan  Municipalities  :  Provided  always,  that  the  Council  shall  not 
have  the  right  to  sell,  part  with,  or  lease  or  appropriate  for  building  purposes 
any  portion  of  the  ground  known  as  the  Grand  Parade,  save  with  the  approval 
by  the  Governor  of  a  resolution  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  the  House  of 
Assembly  :  Provided  further  that  the  Council  shall  not  be  authorised  or  per¬ 
mitted  to  sell,  lease  or  otherwise  alienate  the  said  buildings  or  lands  without 
having  first  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being  to  such 
sale,  lease  or  alienation,  and  without  having,  previously  to  obtaining  such 
consent,  published  such  resolution  to  sell,  lease  or  alienate  during  three 
successive  weeks  in  two  or  more  papers  published  in  the  Municipality  :  Provided, 
also,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  affect,  or  be  construed  to  affect,  any 
right  or  title  which  His  Majesty’s  Imperial  Government  has,  or  may  have, 
in  the  said  lauds  or  buildings  or  any  part  thereof  ; 

(c)  The  property  of  and  in  all  other  movable  and  immovable  property  whatsoever 
which  shall  at  the  time  of  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act  be  owned  by  the  Council 
of  any  Metropolitan  Municipality  or  be  under  the  administration  of  such 
Council,  and  employed  by  it  for  the  use  of  such  Municipality. 

132.  The  Council  is  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  bring  or  cause  to  be  brought 
any  civil  or  criminal  action  or  proceedings,  in  manner  as  is  herein  provided,  against  any 
person  or  persons  who  shall  steal,  break  or  otherwise  damage  any  of  the  buildings  or 
other  things,  the  property  in  which  is  vested  in  the  Council,  subject,  however,  to  the 
provisions  of  the  law  for  the  time  being  in  force  in  that  behalf;  aud  in  all  such  actions 
and  proceedings  it  shall  be  and  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  sufficient  to  state  generally 
that  the  article  or  thing  for  on  no  account  of  which  such  action  or  proceeding  shall  be 
brought  is  the  property  of  the  Council.  If  any  person  shall  wilfully  break,  throw 
down,  spoil,  or  damage  auy  lamp,  lamp-iron,  lamp-post,  pale,  rail,  chain,  or 
other  furniture  thereof,  or  wilfully  extinguish  the  light  of  any  lamp,  or  shall 
break,  spoil  or  damage  any  building,  the  property  in  which  is  vested  in  the 
Council,  or  shall  wilfully  break  or  damage  any  public  watercourse,  sewer, 
drain,  pipe  or  ditch  within  the  Municipality,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person 
who  shall  see  the  offence  committed,  to  apprehend,  and  also  for  any  other 
person  or  persons  to  assist  in  apprehending  the  offender,  and  by  the  authority  of  this 
Aot  and  without  any  warrant  to  deliver  him  to  any  constable,  who  is  to 
keep  him  in  safe  custody,  and  with  all  reasonable  dispatch  to  convey  him 
before  any  Resident  Magistrate  having  jurisdiction,  and  if  the  person  accused 
shall  be  convicted  of  any  such  offence  by  such  Resident  Magistrate  he  shall  forfeit  any 
sum  not  exceeding  two  pounds  for  every  such  offence,  and  shall  also  make  full  satisfac¬ 
tion  for  such  damage  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds  sterling  as  the  Magistrate  may  at 
the  instance  of  the  Council  summarily  adjudge,  and  one  moiety  of  such  forfeiture 
shill  be  paid  to  the  person  or  persons  apprehendiug  such  offender,  and  the 
other  moiety  shall  be  applied  for  the  purpose  of  this  Act;  and  in  case  any  such 
offender  shall  not  on  conviction  pay  the  said  forfeiture,  such  Magistrate  is  hereby 
required  to  commit  him  to  the  common  gaol  or  house  of  correction,  there  to  b9  kept  at 
hard  labour  if  such  Magistrate  shall  so  order,  for  auy  ne  not  exceeding  one  calendar 
month  unless  such  forfeiture  shall  be  sooner  paid :  Provided  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  prevent  the  Council  from  electing  to  bring  any  civil  action  for  damages  against 
such  offender  before  the  Supreme  Court,  should  they  consider  the  amouut  of  such 
damages  to  exceed  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Magistrate. 

Water  Supply. 

133.  If  any  person  shall  carelessly  or  accidentally  do  auy  such  damage  or 
injury  as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  aud  shall  not  upon  demand  make  satisfaction  to  the 
Council  for  the  damage  or  injury  so  done,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Resident 
Magistrate,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  upon  the  application  or  complaint  of  the  Council, 
to  summon  the  party  complained  of,  aud  upon  hearing  the  parties  on  both  sides,  or  on 
the  non-appearance  of  the  party  complained  of  to  examine  the  matter  of  complaiut  aud 
award  such  sum  of  money,  by  way  of  satisfaction,  to  the  Council  for  such  damages  a* 
such  Resident  Magistrate  shall  think  reasonable ;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal 
forthwith  to  pay  such  money,  then  the  same,  and  all  expenses  attending  the  recovery 
thereof,  may  be  levied  and  recovered  as  auy  penalty  or  forfeiture  is  by  this  Act 
directed,  levied,  and  recovered  in  other  cases  :  Provided,  however,  that  nothing  herein 
contained  thall  prevent  the  Council  from  bringing  auy  civil  action  for  damiges  against 
such  offender  before  the  Supreme  Court  should  they  consider  the  amount  of  such 
damages  to  exceed  the  j  urisdiction  of  the  said  Magistrate. 
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131.  The  property  of  and  in  all  reservoirs,  springs  of  water,  waterworks,  main 
grate  pipes,  distributing  pipes,  pumps,  and  all  appurtenances  whatsoever  which  at  the 
time  of  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act  belong  to  and  are  used  for  the  supply  of  water  in  the 
several  Metropolitan  Municipalities  aforesaid,  shall  be  vested  in  the  Council,  provided 
that  the  cost  of  all  suoh  property  shall  be  dealt  with  as  provided  in  section  eighty-one 
of  this  Aot. 

135.  The  Couueil  is  hereby  empowered,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  section  one 
hundred  and  twenty- four  of  this  Act,  to  construct  aud  make  all  such  works  as 
may,  ia  the  opiuion  of  the  siii  Council,  be  necessary  aud  expedient  for  the  purpose  of 
impounding,  storing,  diverting,  appropriating,  taking  or  onveying  the  water  herein¬ 
after  referred  to,  whether  by  reservoirs,  dams,  water-courses  or  leadings,  pipes,  conduits, 
drains,  ditches  or  other  means,  and  to  erect  such  buildings  as  may  be  deemed  requisite 
for  the  purposes  of  the  said  works  for  securing  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Municipality,  and  for  the  shipping  visiting  the  Port  of  Table  Bay, 
and  for  such  other  purposes  as  the  Couueil  may  desire,  and  is  further  empowered  to 
raise  and  widen  such  dams  aud  reservoirs  aud  widen  such  water-courses  and  otherwise 
from  time  to  time  to  increase  such  works  so  as  to  increase  their  capacity  for  impound¬ 
ing.  storing,  diverting,  appropriating,  taking  and  conveying  the  said  water. 

136.  The  Council  is  empowere  1  to  take,  impound,  divert,  appropriate  aud  convey 
from  any  rivers,  stream  or  catchment  areas,  whether  within  the  Cape  Division  or  not,  such 
a  supply  of  water  as  they  may  require  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act.  And  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  them  so  to  do,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Governor,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  give  and  grant  to  the  said  Council  in  full  and  free  property 
all  Government  land  on  which  the  rivers  or  streams  selected  by  the  Council  take  their 
rise,  or  all  such  Government  laud  as  is  situate  at  or  immediately  adjoiniug  the  points 
on  such  rivers  or  streams  from  whence  it  is  intended  that  such  supply  shall  be 
taken,  impounded  and  diverted,  or  which  may  form  part  of  the  watershed  of  such 
rivers  or  streams,  or  whioh  may  form  part  of  any  catchment  area  selected  by  the 
Council ;  provided,  however,  that  if  such  taking,  impounding,  diversion,  appropriation 
or  conveyance  shall  deprive  any  person  of  any  water  or  right  of  water  which 
he  may,  at  the  time  of  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act,  possess  or  be  entitled  to,  or  in  any 
way  interfere  with  or  lessen  such  water  or  right  to  water,  the  Council  shall  in  their 
option  either  compensate  such  person  for  such  impounding,  diverting,  appropriating 
and  conveying  such  water,  or  expropriate  the  laud  or  property  in  respect  of  which  such 
person  shall  have  the  right  to  compensation,  and  in  estimating  the  amount  of  compen¬ 
sation  to  be  paid  in  either  case  all  the  like  proceedings  shall  be  taken  and  observed  as 
are  enacted  in  sections  143  to  145. 

137.  The  Council  is  hereby  empowered  with  the  consent  of  the  Governor  to  enter 
upon,  occupy,  enclose  and  use  for  the  purpose  of  this  Act  any  land  belonging  to  His 
Majesty  tte  King,  commonly  called  “  Crown  Lands,”  and  without  such  consent  to 
enter  upon,  ocoupy,  enclose,  take,  appropriate  and  use  any  land  the  private  property  of 
any  person  whomsoever,  which  may  be  required  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  and  take, 
carry  away  or  use  for  like  purposes  any  stone,  clay,  gravel  or  other  material,  and  may 
break  up  nr  excavate  any  land  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down,  repairing,  inspecting, 
maintaining  or  removing  any  reservoir  or  reoorvoirs,  pipe  or  pipes,  or  other  works,  and 
also  to  enter  upon  and  use  any  land  whatsoever  for  the  purposes  of  ascertaining  the 
suitability  of  any  river,  stream  or  catchment  area  as  a  source  of  water-supply  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Act. 

133.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Council  with  the  consent  of  the  Governor  to 
acquire,  appropriate  and  take  possession  of  any  laud  belonging  to  His  Majesty  the 
King  commonly  called  “  Crown  Lands,”  or  without  such  consent  to  acquire,  appro- 
pi  iate  and  take  possession  of  any  land  belonging  to  private  persons,  that  may  be 
required  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  sources  of  the  rivers  or  streams  selected,  or 
the  sources  of  supply  from  whence  the  water  may  flow  into  the  reservoirs,  darns, .  or 
places,  where  the  works  may  take  off  the  water  of  the  said  rivers  or  any  land  forming 
part  of  any  catchment  area  selected  by  the  Council. 

139.  The  said  Council  are  hereby  further  empowered  to  lay  down  pipes  or  construct 
conduits  under  or  along  any  public  road  or  street  or  under  or  along  any  ground  set 
apart  in  the  diagram  or  conditions  of  sale  of  any  sale  of  land  as  a  street  or  thorough¬ 
fare,  without  making  or  being  liable  to  make  any  compensation  in  respect  thereof. 

140.  The  Counc  1  is  hereby  further  empowered  to  construct  aud  maintain  lints  of 
telegraph  and  telephone  between  Cape  Town  and  the  sources  of  the  water  suppiy 
in  such  manner  as  the  said  Council  may  determine. 

141.  The  Council  shall  have  power  to  enter  into  any  contract  or  contracts  with  any 
joint  stock  company  or  co-partnership  or  individuals  for  tho  performance  of  the  whole 
or  any  portion  of  the  works  authorised  by  this  Act. 
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142.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Council  atall  times, by  themselves,  their  engineers, 
contractors,  or  workmen,  and  with  carts,  carriages  or  otherwise,  to  have  free  access  and 
right  of  way  to,  over  and  along  the  line  of  works,  and  to  and  from  all  other  property 
of  the  said  Council  acquired  under  the  provisions  of  this  Aot,  for  the  purpose  of  adding 
to,  repairing,  relaying,  or  supervising  the  said  works,  or  for  any  other  purpose  what¬ 
soever  that  may  be  deemed  expedient  by  the  said  Council  in  or  about  carrying  out  the 
purposes  of  this  Act. 

143.  For  the  purposes  of  all  arbitrations  referred  to  in  the  next  succeeding  section  there 
shall  be  three  arbitrators  to  wit,  A.B.,  C.D.,  and  E.F.,  or  such  successors  to  them  as 
the  Minister  shall  appoint.  The  said  arbitrators  shall  sit  together,  and  the  award  in 
writing  of  a  majority  of  them  shall  be  binding  and  conclusive  and  may  be  pleaded  in 
bar  of  any  action  or  legal  proceeding  brought  for  or  on  aocouut  of  the  matter  referred 
to  arbitration  ;  and  in  all  claims  against  the  Council  for  compensation  for  the 
deprivation  of  rights  to  storm-water,  the  said  arbitrators  shall  presume,  uuless  and 
until  the  contrary  be  proved,  that  such  deprivation  has  caused  no  damage  to  the  claimant. 

144.  If  any  person  from  whom  any  water  or  right  of  water,  land  or  any  stone, 
gravel,  or  other  material  may  be  required  to  be  taken  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  aud 
the  said  Council  shall  not  agree  upon  the  purchase  money,  or  hire  or  other  recompense 
to  be  respectively  given  and  accepted,  then  the  said  C  mncil  shall  cause  to  be  served 
upon  such  person  or  persons  a  written  notice,  offering  as  recompense  or  compensation 
whatever  sum  of  money  they  shall  deem  sufficient,  and  requiring  such  person  to  state, 
in  writing,  to  the  said  Council  or  to  some  other  person  by  thorn  appointed,  within  a 
oertain  limited  time  to  be  specified  in  the  said  notice,  being  not  less  than  fourteen 
clear  days  after  the  service  of  such  notice,  whether  he  is  willing  to  accept  the  sum 
therein  mentioned  or  not,  and  if  such  person  shall  refuse  the  sum  offered  or  neglect  to 
reply  to  the  said  notice,  then  the  said  Council  or  other  person  aforesaid  shall,  in 
writing,  call  upon  such  person  to  refer  to  arbitration  the  amount  of  recompense  or 
compensation  to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  said  Council,  aud  the  said  Council  or  other 
person  as  aforesaid  shall  cause  a  deed  of  submission  to  be  prepared,  which  shall  be 
signed  by  the  said  Council  or  other  person  aforesaid,  and  by  the  person  claiming  such 
recompense  or  compensation  as  aforesaid,  and  which  shall  clearly  set  forth  the  matter 
to  be  determined  by  the  said  arbitrators.  And  if  any  person  as  aforesaid  claiming 
such  recompense  or  compensation  for  land  or  materials  shall  refuse  to  sign 
the  deed  of  submission,  then  the  said  Council  or  other  person  aforesaid  may  lodge  in 
some  joint-stook  bank  in  the  Colony  the  sum  of  money  offered  by  them  as  aforesaid 
in  their  first  notice  in  this  section  mentioned,  for  or  on  account  and  at  the  risk  of  such 
person  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  at  all  times  be  ont'tled  to  draw  the  same  out  of  the  said 
bank  as  his  absolute  property,  and  the  said  Council  or  other  person  aforesaid,  upon  so 
lodging  the  said  sum,  shall  be  authorised  to  take  aud  use  the  land  or  materials  in 
question  as  freely  as  if  the  said  sum  had  been  agreed  upon  between  the  parties  as  the 
sum  to  be  paid,  or  had  been  awarded  by  the  arbitrators  under  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  and  as  if  all  acts  by  law  required  for  vesting  in  the  said  Council  or  other 
persons  aforesaid  a  sufficient  title  to  the  use  of  or  property  in  the  land  or  materials 
aforesaid  had  been  duly  done  and  performed. 

145.  In  ca9e  the  said  Council  or  other  person  aforesaid  shall  require  to  take  or  use 
any  land,  or  to  dig  out  or  carry  away  any  materials  or  to  acquire  any  water  or  right 
of  water  belonging  to  any  minor  or  other  person  under  guardianship  or  curatorship, 
then  the  guardian,  or  curator  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  authorised  in  his  capaoity  as 
such  guardian  or  curator  to  treat  and  agree  with  the  said  Council  or  other  person  afore¬ 
said  for  the  purchase  or  hire  of  the  land  or  materials  or  water  or  right  of  water  required, 
and  to  execute  any  contract  which  may  be  needful  for  carrying  out  any  agreement 
which  may  be  made,  aud  in  oase  of  non-agreement  to  refer  the  matter  in  difference  to 
arbitration,  as  in  the  last  preceding  section  mentioned.  But  all  moneys  which  shall 
either  by  agreement  or  arbitration  be  payable  by  the  said  Council  for  or  on  account  of 
any  land  or  materials  or  water  or  right  of  water  in  this  section  mentioned,  shall  be 
paid  by  the  said  Council  to  the  Master  of  the  Supreme  Court  administering  the 
Guardian’s  Fund,  who  is  hereby  authorised  to  receive  the  same  and  to  place  the  same 
to  the  credit  of  the  minor  or  other  person  entitled  to  such  money,  and  if  in  any  case  any 
person  of  full  age  shall  by  way  of  fidei  commissary  limitation  or  any  limitation 
of  a  like  nature  be  entitled  to  a  life  or  other  limited  interest  in  any  suoh 
land  as  aforesaid,  in  which  any  minor  or  other  person  under  guardianship  or 
curatorship  shall  be  also  interested  in  remainder  or  expectancy,  then  the  whole  value 
of  the  land  or  materials  as  fixed  by  contract  or  appraisement  shall  be  paid  as  aforesaid 
to  the  Master  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  person  who  was  entitled  to  the  life  ox- 
other  limited  interest  may  draw  the  interest  on  the  sum  so  paid  in  :  Provided,  however, 
that  if  any  suoh  person  shall  desire  to  have  his  share  of  such  sum  apportioned  and  paid 
out,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  apply  by  motion  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  an 
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apportionment  of  such  sum,  and  such  Court  shall  in  a  summary  manner,  upon  hearing 
the  parties  interested,  apportion  the  said  sum  and  order  the  said  share  of  the  applicant 
to  be  paid  out  to  him,  leaving  the  share  of  the  minor  or  other  person  under  disability, 
iu  the  hands  of  the  said  Master,  to  be  administered  i  i  like  manner  as  moneys  in  the 
Guardian’s  Fund,  the  property  of  minors  and  persons  under  disability,  are  therein 
administered.  Subject,  however,  at  all  times  to  such  orders  as  the  Supreme  Court 
aforesaid  may,  upon  motion  of  anyr  person  having  an  iuterest,  see  fit  to  make  in  regard 
to  such  money.  And  in  case  the  said  Council  shall  require  to  take  or  use  any  land  or 
materials  or  to  aoquire  water  or  right  of  water,  of  which  the  owner  shall  be  absent 
from  the  Co’ony  and  not  represented  by  any  agent  duly  accredited,  or  shall 
not  be  discoverable,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Council,  and  it  is  hereby 
authorised  to  cause  a  notice  to  be  inserted  in  the  Government  Gazette  and  one  or  more 
local  papers  lor  four  successive  weeks,  describing  as  accurately  as  may  be  the  land  or 
materials  or  water  or  right  of  water  which  are  required  to  be  used  or  taken,  and  calling 
by  name  on  the  owner  of  the  said  land  or  materials  or  water  or  rights  of  water  if 
known,  to  take  notice  that  the  said  Council  is  ready  and  willing  to  treat  with  the 
owner  or  owners  or  any  person  duly  authorised  by  him  or  them,  for  the  recompense  or 
compensation  to  be  made  by  the  said  Council  for  the  said  land  and  materials  or  water, 
or  right  of  water,  and  requiring  such  owner  or  owners  to  apply  within  six  months 
from  the  date  of  such  notice,  which  shall  be  the  day  of  its  publication,  to  the  said 
Council  stating  the  recompense  or  compensation  claimed,  and  if  the  owner  or  owners 
shall  apply  within  the  said  period  then  the  like  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  agreement 
for  or  otherwise  determining  the  recompense  or  compensation  to  be  respectively  given 
and  received  shall  in  all  respects  be  had  and  taken  which  are  prescribed  in  the  last 
preceding  section,  precisely  as  if  the  said  owner  or  owners  had  from  the  first  been  in 
actual  possession.  And  in  case  the  owner  or  owners  shall  not  apply  to  the  said 
Council  within  the  said  period  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Council  to  appoint 
some  competent  person  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  the  Division  to 
appraise  the  value  of  the  land  or  materials,  and  such  person  shall  make  oath  before 
some  Justice  of  the  Peace  that  he  hath  to  the  best  of  his  judgment  fairly  appraised 
such  value,  and  thereupon  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Council  to  pay  the  sum  at 
which  such  person  shall  have  valued  the  land  or  materials  or  water  or  right  of  water 
in  question  into  the  Guardian’s  Fund  to  the  credit  of  the  party  or  parties  entitled 
thereto,  subject  to  the  same  provisions  in  all  respects  which  are  provided  by  the 
Ordinance  No.  105  bearing  date  the  oth  July,  1833,  in  regard  to  moneys  placed  in  the 
same  fund  belonging  to  persons  absent  from  the  Colony.  And  the  said  Council  upon 
so  paying  the  said  sum  shall  be  authorized  to  take  or  use  the  land  or  materials  or  water 
or  right  of  water  in  question  as  freely  as  if  the  said  sum  had  been  agreed  upon  between 
the  parties  as  the  sum  to  be  paid,  and  as  if  all  acts  by  law  required  for  vesting  in  the 
said  Council  title  to  the  use  of  or  property  in  the  land  or  materials  as  aforesaid  had 
been  duly  done  and  performed. 

146.  Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  injure,  damage,  disturb,  obstruct  or  interrupt 
any  building,  or  line  of  telegraph  or  telephone,  erection,  conduit,  reservoir,  dam, 
watercourse,  drain,  ditch,  pipe  or  pipes  or  other  work  or  works  authorised  by  this  Act, 
or  shall  obstruct,  hinder  or  prevent  the  forming,  constructing,  completing  or  maintaining 
the  same  shall  upon  conviction  forfeit  for  the  use  of  the  said  Council  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  pounds,  or  be  imprisoned  with  or  without  hard  labour  for  any 
period  not  exceeding  six  calendar  months,  or  to  both  fine  and  imprisonment : 
Provided  that  nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be  held  or  taken  to  exempt  such 
person  from  any  civil  or  criminal  liability  for  anj  of  the  aforesaid  acts  to  which  he 
would  have  been  subject  if  this  Act  had  not  been  passed. 

147.  Any  person  who  shall  bathe  or  wash  himself  iu  any  dam  or  reservoir  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  said  Municipality  or  any  stream  flowing  into  such  dam  or  reservoir,  or 
shall  wash,  throw  or  cause  to  enter  therein  any  dog  or  other  animal,  or  who  shall 
place  or  throw  any  rubbish,  dirt,  filth  or  other  noisome  thing  in  any  suoh  dam,  reser¬ 
voir  or  stream,  or  wash  or  cleanse  therein  any  wool,  leather  or  skin  of  any  animal,  or 
any  clothes  or  any  other  thing  shall,  for  every  offence  on  being  convicted  thereof, 
forfeit  for  the  use  of  the  said  Council  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  pounds,  and  on  failure 
of  the  payment  of  such  fine,  the  party  convicted  shall  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned  with 
or  without  hard  labour  for  any  period  not  exceeding  twenty-one  days. 

Powers  and  Duties  of  the  Council. 

1 48.  The  Council  shall  cause  to  be  made,  provided,  erected,  and  built,  covered  in 
or  removed,  such  bridges,  sluices,  dams,  or  reservoirs,  watercourses,  drains,  and  ditches 
as  now  are  or  shall  be  deemed  necesary  within  the  Municipality,  and  shall  cause  the 
same  to  be  kept  at  all  times  in  good  and  efficient  repair,  and  from  time  to  time  to  make 
such  rules  and  regulations  thereon  as  they  shall  find  necessary. 
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149.  The  Council  is  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  remove,  put  down  and 
abate  all  nuisances  of  a  public  nature  witlrn  the  said  Municipality,  or  which  raav  tend 
either  to  injure  the  health  or  iu  a  way  affect;  the  safety  or  reasonable  c  rnifort,  peace 
and  quiet,  or  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  at  large,  and  if  need  be,  to  proceed  at  law 
before  the  Resident  Magistrate  or  Supreme  Court,  against  any  person  or  persons  so 
committing  such  nuisance  for  abatement  thereof  and  recovery  of  damages,  if  any  ; 
and  the  Council  shall  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  cause  all  streets,  watercourses, 
drains,  roads  and  places  within  the  said  Municipality  to  be  kept  clean  and  free  from 
dirt,  filth  or  rubbish ;  and  any  person  convicted  upon  the  oomplaiut  made  by  the 
Council  to  the  Resident  Magistrate,  of  throwing  dirt,  filth  or  rubbish  into  any  such 
street,  road,  watercourse,  drain,  or  place  as  aforesaid  shall  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum  of 
money  not  exceeding  five  pounds  ;  and  in  default  thereof  to  be  imprisoned  for  any 
peiiod  not  exceeding  two  mouths  unless  such  fine  shall  be  sooner  paid. 

150.  The  Council  shall  cause  the  public  streets,  roads,  and  places,  within  th« 
Municipality,  to  be  at  all  times  kept  in  good  and  efficient  repair;  and  as  far  as  the 
funds  of  the  Municipality  shall  permit  shall  cause  such  new  streets  and  roads  to  be 
made  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  public  use,  and  shall  keep  the  same  in  good  and 
efficient  repair,  and  from  time  to  time  make  such  rules  and  regulations  thereon  as  to 
them  shall  seem  fit. 

151.  The  rightto  and  propertyin  all  andsiugularthemain  and  divisional  roads  within 
the  Municipality,  and  to  and  in  all  gates,  bars,  sheds,  houses,  buildings,  toll-houses, 
public  dams  upon  or  belonging  to  any  such  main  or  divisional  road,  shall  vest  and  is 
hereby  vested  in  the  Council  of  the  Municipality ;  and  the  provisions  of  the  last  pre¬ 
ceding  section  shall  extend  and  apply  to  such  roads. 

152.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council  to  make  provision  for  lighting  in  a  suitable 
manner  the  whole  streets,  lanes,  squares,  public  passages,  thoroughfares  and  public  places 
within  the  Municipality,  and  to  provide,  erect  aud  maintain,  or  grant  leave  to  any  person 
or  persons,  company  or  companies  to  provide,  erect  aud  maintain,  under  such  conditions 
as  they  may  see  fit,  such  a  number  of  lamps,  lamp-posts,  lamp-irons,  and  other 
appliances  and  appurtenances  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and  to  light  or 
enter  into  contracts  for  lighting,  and  cause  to  be  lighted  such  lamps  by  means  of  oil, 
gas,  electricity  or  otherwise ;  and  the  Council  are  hereby  authorised  to  order  and 
require  such  lamp-posts,  lamp-irons  and  other  appliances  aud  appurtenanoes  to  be  put 
or  fixed  upon  the  sides  of  tbe  pavements,  footways,  streets  and  roads,  or  upon  or 
against  the  walls  and  palisades  of  buildings  on  the  sides  of  the  streets,  without  being 
liable  to  any  claims  for  compens  ition.  And  the  Council  mav  also  from  time  to  time 
make  such  regulations  on  the  aforesaid  matter  as  they  shall  find  necessary. 

153.  The  Council  is  hereby  empowered  with  the  consent  of  the  Local  Authority,  to 
supply  electricity,  electric  energy  or  power  for  the  purpose  of  lighting  or  supplying 
motive  or  other  power  to  any  person,  corporation  or  public  body  iu  the  Cape  Division, 
and  may  enter  into  contracts  for  that  purpose,  subject,  however,  to  provisions  of  Aot 
42  of  1895. 

154.  From  and  after  the  promulgation  of  this  Aot,  no  person,  corporation  or  publio 
body  may  supply  within  the  Municipal  limits,  either  for  sale  or  otherwise,  any  electri¬ 
city,  eleotric  energy  or  power  for  the  purpose  mentioned  iu  the  preceding  section 
without  the  permission  of  the  Council  given  in  writing  under  the  Corporate  S  >al, 
subject  to  such  conditions  as  the  Council  may  see  fit  to  impose,  which  permission  the 
Couucil  shall  not  be  obliged  to  grant  ;  provided,  however,  that  this  olause  shall  not 
apply 

(rt)  To  any  existing  undertaking  or  works  constructed  or  in  course  of  con¬ 
struction  before  the  passing  of  this  Act,  by  virtue  of  any  rights  previously 
acquired ; 

((/)  To  any  undertaking  or  works  which  may  be  construote  l  or  employed  by 
any  owner  or  occupier  of  property  for  supplying  electricity,  electric  energy 
or  power  upon  the  property  of  such  owner  or  occupier  only ;  provided 
however  that  nothing  in  this  sub-section  shall  be  held  to  emp  >wer  any  suoh 
owner  or  occupier  to  place  any  wires,  standards  or  the  like  on.  over  or 
under  any  street,  road  or  other  place  the  title  to  which  is  vested  in  the 
Council  or  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  Municipality  have  or  may  acquire 
any  common  right ; 

(c)  To  any  undertakings  or  works  now  constructed  or  to  be  hereafter  constructed 
by  any  railway  or  tramway  company  or  to  any  rights  which  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Tramway  Company,  Limited,  may  have  acquired  under  Act  22  of 
1895  or  undor  any  agreement  with  the  Corporation. 

(d)  To  any  undertakings  or  works  now  constructed  or  to  be  hereafter  con¬ 
structed  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Imperial  Government,  the  Colonial 
Government  or  the  Table  Bay  Harbour  Board  for  the  use  of  the  said 
Governments  or  Board  with  the  power  to  contract  as  between  themselve*. 
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155.  The  Council  is  hereby  empowered  to  supply  water  to  auy  person,  corporation, 
or  public  body  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  Municipality,  and  may  enter  into  contracts 
for  that  purpose. 

156.  After  the  Counoil  shall  have  conveyed  into  the  Municipality  a  supply  of 
water  sufficient  for  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Municipality,  the  Council  shall  have 
power  to  call  upon  the  owner  of  each  and  every  house  entitled  to  a  supply  of  water 
under  the  terms  of  this  Act  to  take  from  the  Council  at  his  own  expense  a  water-leading 
and  a  supply  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  gallons  per  diem  and  to  pay  the  prioe 
thereof,  and  upon  being  so  called  upon  every  such  owner  shall  be  obliged  so  to  do. 

157.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council  from  time  to  time  to  cause  such  sewers, 
drains  and  pipes  to  be  made,  laid,  altered,  deepened,  covered  over  and  maintained 
within  the  Municipality  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  effectual  draiuiug  of  the  Munici¬ 
pality  or  any  portion  thereof,  and  from  time  to  time  to  cause  to  be  made  and  maintained 
all  such  reservoirs,  sluices,  engines,  ventilating  shafts  and  other  works  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  cleansing  and  ventilating  such  sewers,  drains  and  pipes,  and  if  needful 
they  may  carry  such  sewers,  drains,  pipes  and  ventilating  shafts  through  and  across 
private  lands  or  beneath  or  against  private  buildings,  making  compensation  for  any 
damage  done,  which  compensation  shall,  if  not  mutually  agreed  upon,  be  settled  by 
arbitration;  and  the  Council  or  any  persons  duly  authorised  by  them  shall  have  right 
of  access  for  maintenance  of  such  sewers  and  drains. 

158.  The  Council  may  within  the  limits  of  the  Cape  Division  carry  any  sewer 
through,  across,  or  under  auy  public  road  or  street,  or  any  place  laid  out  as,  or  intended 
for  a  public  street,  and  through,  across,  or  under  any  vacant  or  unimproved  Crown  land, 
or  any  vacant  or  unimproved  land  belonging  to  the  Municipality,  and  may  expropriate 
any  vacant  or  unimproved  Crown  land  for  a  sewage  farm,  pumping  station,  or  for 
other  purposes  connected  with  the  drainage  and  sewage  of  the  Municipality  or  any 
part  thereof  without  paying  compensation. 

159.  The  Council  shall  have  power  to  take  and  expropriate  at  such  price  as  may 
be  fixed  by  arbitration  any  landed  property  within  the  Cape  Division  required  by  them 
for  the  purpose  of  sewage  works  and  pumping  stations  and  generally  for  any  purpose 
connected  with  the  drainage  and  sewage  of  the  Municipality  aud  may  carry  their 
drams  and  sewers  through  or  beneath  any  lauded  property  lying  within  the  Cape 
Division  along  any  proposed  route  for  such  sewers  from  the  Municipality  to  the  said 
sewage  works,  paying  such  compensation  for  damage  done  as  may  be  ascertained  by 
arbitration,  and  the  Council  and  its  officers  and  servants  shall  have  right  of  access  to 
private  property  for  maintenance  and  inspection  of  all  such  sewers  and  drains. 

160.  The  Council  shall  at  least  one  month  before  commencing  the  construction 
or  extension  of  any  sewer  or  sewage  works  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Municipality  give 
notice  of  the  intended  work  by  advertisement  in  one  or  more  newspapers 
published  in  the  Municipality.  Such  notice  shall  describe  the  nature  of  the 
intended  work,  and  shall  state  the  intended  terminus  thereof,  and  particulars 
of  the  roads,  streets,  and  other  land  (if  any)  through,  across,  under  or  on 
which  the  work  is  to  be  done ;  and  shall  name  a  place  where  a  plan  of  the  intended 
work  is  open  for  inspection  at  all  reasonable  hours,  and  a  copy  of  such  notice  shall  be 
served  on  the  owners  or  reputed  owners,  lessees,  or  reputed  lessees,  and  occupiers  of  the 
laud,  and  on  thfe  local  authority  having  the  ca.re  of  such  roads  or  streets. 

161  If  any  such  owner,  lessee  or  occupier,  or  auy  such  local  authority  or  any 
other  pei’son  who  would  be  affected  by  the  intended  works  objects  to  such  work  and 
serves  written  notice  ou  the  Council  of  such  objection  at  auy  time  within  the  said  period 
of  oue  month,  then  the  intended  work  shall  not  be  commenced  without  the  sanction  of 
the  Governor,  unless  such  objection  is  withdrawn. 

162.  The  Governor  may  on  the  application  of  the  Council  appoint  an 
Inspector  to  make  an  inquiry  on  the  spot  into  the  propriety  of  the  intended  work, 
and  the  objections  thereto,  and  to  report  to  such  Minister  as  the  Governor  may 
direct  on  the  said  matter.  And  on  receiving  the  report  of  such  Inspector  the  Governor 
may  make  an  order  disallowing  the  intended  work,  or  allowing  it  with  such  modifica¬ 
tion  (if  any)  as  he  may  deem  necessary. 

163.  The  Council  may  deal  with  any  land  held  by  it  for  the  purpose  of  receiving, 
storing,  disinfecting,  or  distributing  sewage  in  such  manner  as  it  deems  most  profitable, 
eith  r  by  leasing  the  same  for  a  period  not  exceeding  twenty  years  for  agricultural 
purposes,  or  by  contracting  with  some  person  to  take  the  whole  or  part  of  the  produce 
ot'  Mich  land,  or  by  farming  such  land  and  disposing  of  the  produce  thereof ;  provided 
always  that  in  dealing  with  land  for  any  of  the  above  purposes,  provision  shall  be  made 
for  effectually  disposing  of  all  the  sewage  brought  to  such  land  without  creating  a 
nuisance.  And  provided  further  that  before  exercisiug  the  powers  set  forth  in  this 
section,  the  Council  shall  give  all  such  public  notices  and  serve  all  such  notices  as  are 
iu  tiie  three  last  preceding  sections  referred  to,  and  if  objections  are  raised  thereto,  shall 
not  proceed  therewith  until  the  sanction  of  the  Governor  is  first  had  and  obtained. 
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164.  No  house  or  building  shall  be  erected  over  any  sewer  or  drain  belonging 

to  or  vested  in  the  Council  without  previous  notice  to  them  so  that  -uch  w  .rks  a  they 
may  deem  necessary  may  be  execute  I  fertile  p -or  otion  of  the  s-  v-  ■>  .■  a;  and  .f 

auy  bouse  or  building  be  erected,  without  such  notice,  t fie  Couu  il  may  deni  4;  h  f.ue 
same,  and  the  expense  incurred  thereby  shall  be  rec  werable  by  me  C.nnn-il  from  the 
person  erecting  such  house  or  dwelling. 

165.  Every  person  who  without  the  written  consent  of  the  Council  shall  make 
or  cause  to  be  made  any  opening  into  any  public  sewers  or  drains,  or  who  shall  destroy 
or  injure,  or  cause  to  be  destroyed  or  injured,  any  of  the  said  sewers  or  drains  cr  any 
works  in  connection  therewith,  vested  in  or  cons  ructed  under  the  authority  of  the 
Council,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  ten  pounds  sterling  over  and  above 
the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Council  in  making  good  the  damage  thereby  occasioned  ; 
and  such  penalty  and  expenses  shall  be  recoverable  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  and  upon  failure  to  pay  such  penalty  and  expenses  such  person  may  by  order  of 
such  court  be  imprisoned  for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  months. 

166.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council  from  time  to  time  to  enter  into  agree¬ 
ments  with  the  Colonial  Government,  the  Councils  of  other  Municipalities  and  other  public 
bodies  in  the  Cape  Division  with  a  view  to  carrying  out  any  public  works  or  for  any 
public  purposes  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  parties  ti  the  agreement  it  is  advisable 
should  be  dealt  with  jointly,  and  such  agreements  shall  be  in  sueii  terms  and  upon 
such  conditions  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon. 

167.  The  Council  may  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  may  require,  keep  up  and 
establish  within  the  Municipality,  a  market  or  markets  for  the  sale  of  cattle,  meat,  fish, 
game,  poultry,  vegetables,  fruit,  and  other  produce,  and  may  cause  suit¬ 
able  land,  houses  and  buildings  to  be  purchased,  built,  erected  and  kept  iu  repair  for  the 
convenience  of  persons  attending,  holding  and  superintending  such  market  or  markets, 
and  in  connection  therewith  may  lease  or  let  out  stalls  or  portions  of  such  market  or 
markets  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  deem  advisable,  and  may  also 
frame  and  make  such  regulations  and  impose  such  fines  as  they  shall  think  necessary 
for  ensuring  oi’der  and  cleanliness  within  the  said  market  or  markets. 

168.  The  Council  may  from  time  to  time  make  regulations  for  the  due  and 
proper  care  of  weights  and  measures  and  with  reference  to  the  quality  and  assize  of 
bread,  and  the  quality  of  meat  and  other  eatables;  and  may  empower  any  person,  at  all 
times  to  visit,  and  enter  into  the  shops  or  places  where  bread,  meat,  fish  and  other 
eatables  are  sold  for  the  purpose  of  assizing  the  bread  and  examining  the  weights  and 
measures,  and  also  of  takiug  proper  care  that  the  bread,  meat,  fish,  game  or  other  eatables 
therein  sold  are  good  and  wholesome,  and  to  seize,  confiscate,  remove  and  destroy  all 
bad  or  unwholesome  bread,  meat,  fish  and  other  eatables. 

169.  The  Council  shall  have  power  to  require  the  due  registration  of  births  and 
deaths  of  individuals  within  the  Municipality ;  and  with  regard  to  deaths,  they  shall  be 
entitled  to  require  medical  men  to  grant  to  persons  entitled  to  ask  therefor,  under  any 
regulation  which  may  be  framed,  such  certificate  as  to  the  cause  of  death  as  may  be 
required  to  be  furnished  to  the  Council  by  such  persons.  And  no  undertaker,  or 
other  person  shall  bury  a  corpse,  and  no  person  or  persons  shall  remove  or  cause  to  be 
removed  any  corpse  outside  the  M  unicipality  until  a  certificate  of  the  registration  of 
death  by  the  Council  shall  have  been  exhibited  to  him.  And  the  Council  may  make 
such  bye-laws  or  regulations  with  reference  to  births,  deaths  and  burials  as  to  them  may 
seem  expedient,  and  shall  therein  provide  for  the  registration  of  deaths  upon  every  day 
of  the  week. 

170.  The  Council  may  with  the  consent  of  the  Governor  contribute  annually,  out 
of  the  general  municipal  revenue,  towards  the  expense  of  the  South  African  and  other 
Public  Libraries  under  such  conditions  as  the  Council  shall  impose. 

171.  The  Council  may  with  the  consent  of  the  Governor  contribute  annually,  out 
of  the  general  municipal  revenue,  in  aid  of  Somerset  Hospital  of  Cape  Town  and  any 
other  Public  Hospitals  within  the  Municipality,  in  such  manner  and  undir  such 
conditions  as  the  Council  shall  deem  advisable. 

172.  The  Council  mn.y  from  time  to  time  out  of  its  revenues,  other  than  rates, 
pay  such  sums  as  it  may  deem  necessary  towards  public  functions,  public  demonstrations, 
and  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  representation  of  the  Council  as  such  on  any  such 
occasion  ;  provided,  always,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  so  as  to 
permit  any  Councillor  to  make  any  profit  cut  of  such  suras.  And  the  Council  may 
further  annually  pay  to  the  Mayor,  to  be  expended  by  him,  as  Mayor,  for  the  purposes 
of  public  hospitality,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  anything  to  the 
contrary  in  this  Act  contained  notwithstanding.  And  the  Council  may  further  an¬ 
nually  pay  to  any  college  or  publio  school  such  sum  annually  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient  tor  the  promotion  of  Higher  or  Elementary  Eduoation  within  this  Munici¬ 
pality. 
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173.  The  Council  may  pay  to  such  officers  and  servants  of  the  Municipality  as 
shall  be  superannuated  or  beoome  unfit  for  dutjq  such  pensions  or  retiring  allowances 
as  such  officers  or  servants  would  be  entitled  to  according  to  the  scale  and  regulations 
at  the  time  exis'ing  relative  to  pension  or  retiring  allowances  of  the  civil  service  of  the 
Lolony,  and  pay  such  allowances  and  gratuities  to  the  wives  and  families  of  deceased 
officers  or  servants  as  they  may  deem  proper  and  expedient. 

1(4.  The  Council  may  from  time  to  time  make,  establish,  construct  and  main¬ 
tain  public  baths,  abattoirs,  refuse  destructors,  urinals,  latrines,  cabmen’s  shelters,  coffee 
stalls  and  wash-houses,  with  or  without  drying  grounds,  and  public  bathing  places 
for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Municipality,  and  for 
any  such  purposes  may  expropriate,  purchase  and  acquire  lands  and  buildings  and  may 
utilise  municipal  property,  and  may  from  time  to  time  fit  up,  furnish  and  supply  the 
same  respectively  with  all  requisite  furniture,  fittings,  requirements  and  conveniences, 
aud  from  time  to  time  alter,  enlarge,  repair,  renew  and  improve  the  same  respectively 
and  afford  the  use  thereof  respectively  to  such  inhabitants  at  such  reasonable  charges 
and  under  and  subject  to  such  regulations  as  the  Council  may  deem  expedient. 

17  i.  Whenever  any  of  such  publio  baths,  bathing  places,  abattoirs,  refuse 
destructors,  urinals,  latrines,  cabmen’s  shelters,  coffee  stalls,  wash-houses  or  drying 
grounds  are  deemed  by  the  Council  to  be  unnecessary  or  too  expensive  to  be  kept  up, 
or  for  O' her  reason  it  be  deemed  inexpedient  to  continue  the  same  the  Council  may  dis¬ 
continue  the  same  and  sell  by  public  or  private  sale  the  lands,  buildings  and  materials 
for  the  best  prioe  that  can  reasonably  be  obtained  ;  provided  that  no  such  sale  shall  be 
made  unless  the  Council  resolve  thereon  at  a  meeting  at  which  two-thirds  of  the 
Councillors  in  office  be  present,  held  not  less  than  a  fortnight  after  notice  shall  have 
been  given  to  the  Council  at  a  meeting  "thereof  of  an  intention  to  move  that  suoh  dis¬ 
continuance  be  carried  out  and  such  sale  effected. 

176.  The  Council  may  from  time  to  time  make,  establish,  maintain,  enclose  and 
provide  gardens,  parks,  ornamental,  pleasure,  recreation,  athletic,  and  racing  grounds 
and  pavilions,  refreshment  rooms,  lavatories  and  other  oouvenieuces  in  connection  there¬ 
with  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Municipality  or  any  section  thereof,  and  may 
from  time  to  time  level,  drain,  plant  and  otherwise  lay  out  and  improve  the  same  for 
the  more  convenient  use  aud  enjoyment  thereof,  and  the  general  management,  regula¬ 
tion  and  control  of  the  same  shall  be  vested  in  the  Council  who  may  from  time  to  time 
determine  the  charges  if  any  to  be  made  for  the  use  thereof. 

177.  The  Council  may  from  time  to  time,  upon  obtaining  the  consent  of  the 
Colonial  Government  and  of  the  Table  Bay  Harbour  Board  respectively,  execute, 
construct,  carry  out,  improve,  work,  manage,  and  control  wharves  and  piers  with 
buil> lings  thereon  in  Table  Bay,  and  embankments  and  promenades  and  such  buildings 
along  the  seashore,  and  may  in  order  to  make  suoh  embankments,  promenades  or 
buildings  or  carry  out  any  other  work  of  public  utility  upon  obtaining  such  consent  as 
aforesaid,  reclaim  land  from  the  sea  in  Table  Bay;  and  all  such  wharves,  piers,  em¬ 
bankments,  promenades  and  reclaimed  land  shall  be  vested  in  the  Council  who  shall 
have  the  control  and  management  thereof,  and  be  entitled  to  make  regulations  with 
regard  to  the  use  thereof,  and  the  charges  to  be  made  in  connection  therewith. 

17*.  The  Council  may  from  time  to  time  erect  and  construct  buildings  and  may 
from  time  to  time  alter,  enlarge,  repair  and  remove  the  same  and  fit  up,  furnish  and 
supply  the  same  respectively  with  all  requisite  furniture,  fittings  and  conveniences  and 
may  from  time  to  time  let  or  lease  such  buildings  or  such  parts  thereof  as  are  not 
immediately  required  for  the  Council’s  purposes. 

179.  The  Council  may  for  the  purpose  of  municipal  improvement,  expropriate,  pur¬ 
chase  and  acquire  land,  with  or  without  buildings,  and  may  remove,  alter,  renew  or  repair 
such  buildings  and  trect  new  buildings  upon  such  land  and  all  streets  which  they  may 
close  to  traffic,  and  the  Council  may  from  time  to  time  sell,  let,  lease  or  otherwise  deal 
with  any  property  so  acquired  without  obtaining  the  sanction  of  the  Governor  :  Provided 
that  no  act  shall  be  done  under  the  powers  by  this  section  conferred  unless  and  until 
such  act  shall  have  been  resolved  upon  by  a  majority  of  Councillors  at  the  time  in 
office  at  a  meeting  of  the  Council  held  not  less  than  a  fortnight  alter  notice  shall  have 
been  given  to  the  Council  at  a  meeting  thereof  of  an  intention  to  move  for  such 
expropriation  or  purchase,  and  that  no  such  expropriation  of  laud  shall  take  place  until 
the  Council  shall  have  prepared  a  plan  showing  the  nature  of  the  intended  improvement 
or  work,  and  shall  one  month  before  proceeding  to  expropriate  have  given  notice  in  two 
or  more  newspapers  published  in  the  Municipality  of  the  intended  expropriation,  and 
Belting  foith  aplace  where  the  saidplan  shall  be  open  for  inspection  at  all  reasonable  hours, 
and  until  a  copy  of  such  notice  shall  have  been  served  on  the  owners  <  r  reputed  owners, 
lessees  or  reputed  lessees,  and  occupiers  of  the  said  land  :■  Provided  further  that  if  any 
person  into ested  as  owner,  lessee,  or  occupier,  shall  within  such  period  of  one  month 
serve  written  noLce  on  the  Council  of  any  objection  to  any  expropriation  at  any  time 
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within  the  said  period  of  oue  month,  then  such  intended  work  shall  not  be  commenced 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Governor,  unless  such  objection  be  withdrawn;  and  the 
Governor  may,  on  the  application  of  the  Council,  proceed  as  in  section  162  of  this  Act 
set  out,  and  make  such  order  as  in  the  said  section  is  referred  to. 

180.  Should  any  property  acquired  by  the  Council  under  the  terms  of  this  Act 
include  or  constitute  the  whole  of  the  properties  on  both  sides  of  any  street,  lane  or 
thoroughfare  ;  the  Council  is  hereby  invested  with  authority  to  close  such  street,  lane  or 
thoroughfare,  provided,  always,  that  if  the  Council  decide  to  close  any  such  street,  lane  or 
thoroughfare,  they  shall  not  less  than  one  month  prior  to  so  doing  advertise  their 
intention  in  two  or  more  local  newspapers,  during  which  time  any  person  feeling 
aggrieved  by  such  contemplated  closing  may  apply  to  any  competent  Court  for  relief, 
and  upon  any  such  application  being  made  within  such  period  of  one  month  the  Court 
shall  be  entitled  to  restrain  the  Council  from  such  closing  unless  they  shall  satisfy 
the  Court  that  no  real  or  substantial  damage  will  be  occasioned  to  the  applicant 
or  until  they  shall  have  expressed  their  willingness  to  make  compensation  for  such 
damage  as  may  be  found  by  arbitration  to  have  been  caused  to  such  applicant. 

Fire. 

181.  The  Council  may  purchase  or  provide  such  engines  for  extinguishing  fire, 
and  such  water  buckets,  pipes,  and  other  appurtenances  for  such  engines,  and  such  fire 
escapes  and  other  implements  for  safety  of  use  in  case  of  fire,  and  may  purchase,  keep 
or  hire  such  horses  for  drawing  such  engines  as  they  think  fit ;  and  may  purchase, 
build,  provide  or  hire  places  for  keeping  such  engines  with  their  appurtenances,  aud 
for  the  horses,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  the  persons  charged  with  the  management 
thereof,  and  shall  employ  a  force  of  firemen,  to  be  called  “  The  Municipal  Fire 
Brigade,”  which  shall  be  under  the  command  of  an  officer  appointed  by  the  Council, 
and  styled  the  “  Superintendent  ”  of  the  Fire  Brigade,  and  the  Council  may 
make  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  said  force,  and  may  therein  prescribe  who  shall  be 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  brigade  at  any  fire  when  the  superintendent  is  absent  or 
incapacitated  from  acting,  and  may  also  give  such  firemen  and  other  persons  such 
salaries  and  rewards  for  their  exertions  in  case  of  a  fire  as  the  Council  think  fit.  In 
the  absence  or  incapacity  of  the  superintendent,  unless  it  be  otherwise  prescribed  in 
the  regulations,  the  senior  in  rank  in  the  brigade  present  at  any  fire  shall  assume  the 
duties  of  the  superintendent,  and  be  the  officer  in  charge  for  the  time  being. 

182.  On  the  occasion  of  any  fire  within  the  Municipality,  the  superintendent  of 
the  said  brigade,  or  the  officer  in  charge,  shall,  from  the  time  he  arrives  at  the  fire, 
have  control  over  the  property  on  fire,  and  over  such  other  property  as  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  him  at  risk,  aud  shall  so  contiuue  until  he  reports  to  the  Council  that  the 
fire  has  been  extinguished,  which  report  may  be  made  verbally  to  the  Mayor  or  Town 
Clerk.  He  may  in  his  discretion  avail  himself  of  the  assistance,  and  if  he  does  aocept 
such  assistance,  shall  take  command,  of  any  persons  who  may  voluntarily  place  their 
services  at  his  disposal,  and  generally  he  may  take  any  measures  that  may  appear 
expedient  for  the  protection  or  saving  of  life  and  property,  with  power  by  himself, 
his  men,  or  any  person  under  his  command,  to  enter  upon,  break  into,  or  through, 
or  take  possession  of,  pull  down,  or  destroy  any  buildings  or  other  property  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting,  saving  life  or  property,  or  putting  an  end  to  or  preventing  the 
spread  of  a  fire,  doing  as  little  damage  as  possible ;  and  for  all  these  purposes  he  shall 
have  free  right  of  access  to,  and  liberty  to  draw  water  from  all  tanks,  cisterns,  pipes 
or  other  supplies  of  water,  whether  on  municipal  or  other  property.  The  persons 
volunteering  as  aforesaid  and  any  persons  whose  services  may  be  temporarily  engaged, 
for  the  time  they  are  assisting  shall  be  deemed  to  be  members  of  the  said  brigade,  and 
the  superintendent  or  the  officer  in  charge  shall  have  power  to  dispense  with  the  services 
of  auy  of  them  at  any  time. 

183.  The  police  shall  aid  the  brigade  in  the  execution  of  their  duties  :  they 
may  dose  any  street,  passage  or  thoroughfare,  in  or  near  which  a  fire  is  burning,  and 
may  on  their  own  authority,  and  shall  at  the  request  of  the  superintendent  or  other 
officer  of  the  brigade,  remove  any  persons  who  may  interfere,  or  are  considered  as 
likely  to  interfere  by  their  presence  or  otherwise,  with  the  operations  of  the  brigade. 

184.  The  brigade,  the  police,  and  all  persons  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  super¬ 
intendent  or  the  officer  in  charge,  are  hereby  indemnified  and  exempted  frcm  all  olaims 
or  demands  whatever  by  reason  of  anything  necessarily  done  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty,  and  the  Mayor,  Deputy  Mayor,  and  Council  are  hereby  indemnified  and  exempted 
from  all  claims  or  demands  whatsoever  by  reason  of  auy  damage  done  upon  sufficient 
necessity  by  them,  the  brigade,  the  police,  and  other  persons  aforesaid. 

185.  The  Council  shall  be  authorised  to  charge  on  a  private  dwelling-house  and  its 
out-buildings  which  shall  be  or  shall  have  been  on  fire  or  which  shall  only  have  boen 
prevented  from  taking  fire  by  the  efforts  of  the  brigade,  the  sura  of  five  pounds  sterling 
for  the  services  of  the  brigade  and  the  use  of  the  tire  engines  and  appliances,  and 
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also  the  sum  of  oue  pound  sterling  per  hour  for  every  jet  of  water  during  the  time  that 
such  j'et  shall  be  playing  upon  the  said  dwelling-house,  its  out-buildings  and  oontents, 
and  upon  the  adjoining  buildings  and  erections,  to  prevent  the  extension  of  the  fire. 
And  the  Council  are  hereby  authorised  to  charge  on  every  building  (other  than  a 
private  dwelling-house  and  its  out-buildings)  which  shall  be  or  shall  have  been  on 
fire  or  which  shall  only  have  been  prevented  from  taking  fire  by  the  efforts 
of  the  brigade,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  sterling  for  the  services  of  the  brigade 
and  the  use  of  the  fire  engines  and  appliances,  and  also  the  sum  of  two  pounds 
sterling  per  hour  for  every  jet  of  water  supplied  from  the  municipal 
waterworks  during  the  time  that  such  jet  shall  be  playing  upon  any  such 
building  and  its  contents  and  upon  any  adjoining  buildings  and  erections  to  prevent 
the  extension  of  the  fire :  Provided,  however,  that  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall 
not  extend  to  any  buildings  owned  or  occupied  by  the  Government  of  this  Colony 
when  and  so  long  as  any  special  agreement  exists  between  the  Council  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  the  Council  will  grant  the  services  of  the  brigade 
and  supply  water  for  the  extinguishment  of  fire  upon  such  buildings. 

lSti.  The  amounts  charged  on  any  building,  in  terms  of  the  last  preceding  section, 
shall  be  payable  by  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  such  building  in  equitable  proportions, 
and  the  distribution  thereof  shall  be  made  by  the  superintendent  or  officer  in  charge, 
whose  certificate  shall  be  final  and  binding  upon  all  parties  interested,  without  appeal 
or  review  on  any  ground  whatever.  The  amount  charged  on  any  building  shall, 
however,  be  recoverable  by  the  Council  from  the  owner  or  occupier  thereof,  or  both, 
who  may  be  sued  jointly  or  severally,  each  for  the  full  amount,  in  any  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction,  and  any  owner  or  occupier  paying  the  full  amount  charged  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  other  owners  and  occupiers  to  the 
extent  to  which  according  to  the  said  certificate  they  are  severally  liable. 

187.  No  expenses  incurred  by  the  Council,  superintendent  or  officer  in  charge,  in 
causing  to  be  pulled  down  or  destroyed,  any  buildings  or  erections,  or  any  parts 
thereof,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  or  preventing  the  spread  of  a  fire,  or  for 
saving  life,  or  in  attempting  to  save  buildings  adjacent  to  or  in  the  vicinity  of  a  fire, 
shall  be  chargeable  against  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  immovable  property,  but  the 
Council  shall  not  be  liable  to  rebuild  or  repair  or  make  compensation  for  any  damage 
caused  to  any  person  or  any  buildings  or  other  erections  so  dealt  with. 

188.  The  Council  shall  be  entitled  to  sue  for  and  recover  all  expenses  incurred  by 
them,  the  superintendent  and  officer  in  charge,  in  saving  and  removing  and  in 
attempting,  or  with  a  view  to  save  or  remove  movable  property  from  any  buildings  or 
erections  on  fire  and  from  any  buildings  or  erections  adjacent  to  or  in  the  vicinity  of 
any  buildings  or  erection  on  fire,  and  all  expenses  in  keeping  safe  custody  thereof,  from 
the  owners  of  the  movable  property  saved  or  removed  in  equitable  proportions,  and  the 
Council  shall  have  an  absolute  lien  upon  the  movable  property  so  saved  or  removed 
until  the  expenses  aforesaid  shall  have  been  received  by  the  Council.  The  apportion¬ 
ment  of  the  expenses  aforesaid  shall  be  made  by  the  superintendent  or  the  offioer  in 
charge,  whose  certificate  shall  be  binding  on  all  parties  without  appeal  or  review  on 
any  ground  whatever :  and  if  the  aforesaid  lion  be  not  paid  and  discharged  within 
twenty- one  days,  the  Council  shall  have  the  right  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  said 
movables,  or  any  of  them,  by  public  auction  after  three  days’  notice  in  two  or  more 
newspapers  published  in  the  Municipality,  and  after  applying  the  net  proceeds  in 
reduction  of  such  expenses  may  sue  for  and  reoover  any  deficiency  which  may  be 
found  to  exist. 

189.  The  superintendent  or  the  officer  in  charge  shall  make  a  report  in  writing  to 
the  Council  on  every  fire  he  attends,  and  shall  also  send  a  similar  report  to  the  Resident 
Magistrate  of  the  district  forthwith  after  the  fire. 

190.  All  expenses  incurred  by  the  superintendent,  the  brigade,  and  the  Council 
in  the  saving  and  removing  or  attempting  to  save  or  remove  movable  property,  and  in 
operations  to  save  property  and  extinguish  fire,  charged  against,  and  recoverable  by 
the  Council  from  owners  or  occupiers  of  movable  or  immovable  property  under  this 
Act,  and  all  damage  occasioned  by  the  brigade  in  the  execution  of  their  duties,  and  all 
sums  chargeable  upon  any  buildings,  and  payable  in  terms  of  section  one  hundred  and 
sixty-three,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  loss  or  damage  by  fire  within  the  meaning  of  any 
policy  of  insurance  of  such  property  or  buildings  against  fire :  Provided  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  so  as  to  compel  any  Insurance  Company  to  pay  any 
sum  in  excess  of  the  full  amount  insured  in  terms  of  such  policy. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

191.  The  rules  and  regulations  being  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  taking  effect  of 
this  Act  in  any  Metropolitan  Municipality,  in  so  far  as  the  same  are  not  contrary  to 
law  and  not  repugnant  to  or  inconsistent  with  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
Act,  shall  remain  as  legal,  valid  and  effectual  within  the  Rating  District  succeeding 
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such  Metropolitan  Municipality  as  if  the  same  had  been  word  for  word  inserted  in  this 
Act,  until  such  time  as  the  Council  shall  in  due  form  of  law  have  altered  or  repealed 
the  same. 

192.  The  Council  may  from  time  to  time  repeal,  alter,  add  to  or  amend  any  of 
the  municipal  rules  aud  regulations,  and  may  frame  any  new  rules  and  regulations 
within  the  scope  of  existing  rules  and  regulations  and  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and 
from  time  to  time  add  to,  alter  or  amend  the  same. 

193.  The  Council  may  also  from  time  to  time  make,  alter,  revoke  or  amend  rules 
and  regulations  for  all  or  any  of  the  following  purposes  : — 

(1)  For  regulating  the  duties  of  the  Council’s  officers  and  servants  ; 

(2)  For  regulating  the  level,  width,  direction  and  construction  of  new  streets 

made  by  the  Council  or  by  owners  of  private  property  and  the  sewerage  or 
drainage  thereof  ; 

(3)  For  regulating  the  structure  of  walls,  foundations,  roofs  and  chimneys  of  new 
buildings,  also  their  height  and  cubical  contents,  and  the  fixing  of  fireproof 
doors  and  shutters,  at  internal  and  external  openings;  for  securing  stability, 
the  observance  of  sanitary  precautions,  the  prevention  of  fires,  and  for 
purposes  of  healtli  and  public  safety  ; 

(4)  For  regulating  the  sufficiency  of  space  about  buildings  to  secure  a  free  circu¬ 

lation  of  air,  and  with  respect  to  the  ventilation  of  buildings  ; 

(5)  For  regulating  the  drainage  and  sewerage  of  buildings  and  for  compelling 
the  connection  at  the  owner’s  expense  of  private  drains  with  public  drains, 
sewers  or  pipes,  and  for  regulating  the  construction  by  the  Council  at  the 
owner’s  expense  of  all  house  drains  in  so  far  as  they  connect  with  aud  extend 
from  the  main  sewer  to  the  baok  line  of  the  footway  of  the  street ; 

(6)  For  regulating  waterclosets,  earthclosets,  privies,  ashpits  and  cesspools  in  con¬ 

nection  with  buildings,  and  to  prohibit  the  use  of  such  of  them  as  the  Council 
consider  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  continue  ; 

(7)  For  regulating  with  respect  to  the  closing  of  buildings  or  parts  of  buildings 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  aud  the  prohibition  of  their  use  for  such  habitation  ; 

(8)  For  prohibiting  brothels,  the  overcrowding  of  houses,  dwelling  places  and 
rooms  and  the  erection  of  objectionable  buildings; 

(9)  For  securing  the  regularity  of  lines  and  leveis  of  buildings,  the  class  of 
architecture  of  buildings,  and  the  removal,  alteration  and  prevention  of 
projections  or  obstructions  in  front  of  buildings. 

(10)  For  regulating  the  giving  of  notices,  and  the  deposits  for  the  Council’s 
approval  of  plans  and  sections  by  persons  intending  to  lay  out  streets  or  to 
construct  or  alter  buildings;  the  inspection  by  the  Council  or  its  officers;  aud 
as  to  the  power  of  the  Council  to  prevent,  remove,  alter,  or  pull  down  at  the 
expense  of  the  owner  any  work  begun  or  done  in  contravention  of  its 
regulations. 

(11)  For  compelling  the  pulling  down,  removing  or  rendering  safe  all  buildings, 
walls,  bridges,  earthworks  and  6toeps  of  an  unsafe  or  dangerous  character  or 
which  have  been  allowed  to  fall  into  a  dilapidated  or  ruinous  condition,  and 
for  doing  so  at  the  cost  of  the  owner  ; 

(12)  For  regulating  the  inspection  of  buildings  and  structures  by  the  Council 
and  its  officers ; 

(13)  To  provide  for  the  due  and  proper  care  of  the  common  pasture  and  other 
municipal  lands,  and  therein  to  specify  and  regulate  the  quantity  and  kinds 
of  live  stock  which  each  inhabitant  shall  be'  allowed  to  keep  and  depasture  on 
the  said  lands ; 

(14)  For  preventing  the  spread  of  oontagious  or  infectious  diseases  and  for 
preserving  the  public  health  ; 

(15)  For  regulating  and  preserving  public  parks,  walks,  avenues,  botanical 
gardens,  public  libraries,  bleaching  and  drying  gr-eens  and  grounds,  public 
wash-houses,  abattoirs,  urinals,  latrines,  cabmen’s  shelters,  coffee  stalls,  public 
baths,  public  places  of  recreation  and  open  spaces,  and  preventing  offences, 
nuisances  and  annoyances  therein  ;  and  for  regulating  bathing  and  the  hours 
of  bathing  near  public  thoroughfares  or  near  any  of  the  quays  or  piers  ; 

(16)  For  regulating  the  storage,  carriage,  removal  aud  use  of  gunpowder,  dyna¬ 
mite,  petroleum,  oils,  fireworks  and  other  combustibles,  and  explosives,  and 
for  regulating  the  use  of  firearms  ; 

(17)  For  regulating  the  removal  of  night  soil,  stable  litter,  filth,  and  refuse  from 
private  premises  aud  from  all  streets,  roads  and  public  places,  and  for  re¬ 
gulating  the  time  and  mode  of  removal  of  any  offensive  matter  or  thing ; 


32 


(IS)  For  imposing  a  tax  upon  the  keeping  of  dogs  and  providing  with  regard  to 
the  seizure,  sale  and  destruction  of  ownerless  dogs  and  those  in  respect  of 
whioh  the  tax  has  not  been  paid ; 

(10)  For  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  causing  vehicles  to  be  kept  under  proper 
control ;  for  preventing  and  removing  obstructions  in  the  streets,  roads, 
public  thoroughfares,  squares,  open  spaces,  foot  pavements  and  sidewalks  of 
the  city ;  for  dealing  with  diseased  animals,  and  the  burial  of  dead  animals, 
and  the  driving  of  live  stock  through  the  streets,  and  as  to  live  stock  found 
straying  in  the  streets  ; 

(20)  For  regulating  the  naming  from  time  to  time  of  the  streets,  roads,  thorough¬ 
fares,  and  open  spaoes  in  the  Municipality,  and  the  numbering  and'f  re¬ 
numbering  the  houses,  buildings  and  places  thereiu,  and  imposing  duties  and 
obligations  upon  the  inhabitants  in  respect  thereof  ; 

(21)  For  regulating  the  killing  of  cattle  and  sale  of  butcher’s  meat,  the  establish¬ 
ment  and  locality  of  slaughter  houses,  the  keeping  of  slaughter  houses  and 
meat  shops  in  a  cleanly  and  proper  state,  and  removing  the  filth  therefrom, 
and  requiring  that  all  such  places  shall  he  provided  with  a  sufficient  supply 
ot  water ; 

(22)  For  providing  that  cattle,  dogs,  live  stock  and  poultry  shall  not  be  kept  in 
such  places,  or  in  such  manner  as  to  be  a  nuisance  or  annoyance  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants;  for  prescribing  the  situations  or  places  in  which  swine  may  be  kept, 
and  for  prohibiting,  if  deemed  advisable,  the  keeping  of  swine; 

(23)  For  regulating  the  beating  or  shaking  of  carpets,  rugs  or  mats  in  streets  or 
public  places  generally,  and  the  hours  within  which  carpets,  rugs  or  mats 
may  be  beaten ; 

(24)  For  regulating  the  supply  and  distribution  of  any  water  under  the  control  or 
management  of  the  Council,  the  quantity  of  water  to  be  supplied  to  and  taken 
by  the  inhabitants,  the  price  to  be  paid  therefor,  the  time  or  times  at  which 
such  supply  is  to  be  received,  and  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  waste  of 
drinking  water  within  the  Municipality ; 

(25)  For  establishing  one  or  more  pounds  within  the  Municipality  and  for  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  management  of  pounds,  the  appointment  of  pouudmasters,  and 
for  making  such  pound  regulations  as  may  seem  necessary  or  expedient  ; 

(26)  For  preventing  any  person  or  persons  from  carrying  any  board,  basket  or 
burden,  so  as  to  obstruct  or  incommode  passengers  on  any  sidewalk  or  foot 
pavement,  and  for  preventing  the  wheeling  of  perambulators,  wheelbarrows 
and  similar  vehicles  on  any  sidewalk  or  foot-pavement,  except  for  the  purpose 
of  crossing  the  same  to  or  from  any  house  or  building ; 

(27)  For  preventing  persons  from  congregating  with  others  and  thus  causing  an 
obstruction  in  any  footpath,  foot-pavement,  sidewalk  or  crossing,  and  for 
preventing  the  flying  of  kites,  the  use  of  catapults,  and  playing  of  games  in 
public  streets,  thoroughfares,  and  open  spaces,  and  for  preventing  the  obstruc¬ 
tion  of  public  streets,  thoroughfares  and  open  spaces ; 

(28)  For  preventing  the  pollution  of  any  vrater  which  the  inhabitants  have  a 
right  to  use ; 

(29)  For  regulating  the  width,  kerbing,  paving,  guttering,  gravelling,  cleansing 
and  watering  of  roads  and  streets  ; 

(30)  For  supervising  and  licensing  pleasure  boats  and  vessels,  and  prescribing  the 
fees  to  be  paid  ; 

(31)  For  granting  licences  or  permits  for  the  making  of  bricks  and  for  digging  or 
removing  sand,  clay  or  gravel  and  for  quarrying  stone,  and  for  cutting  fire¬ 
wood,  brushwood  or  grass  upon  municipal  lands,  and  to  prescribe  the  fees  (if 
any)  to  be  paid  for  the  same ; 

(32)  For  regulating  traffic  and  processions; 

(33)  For  regulating,  supervising  and  licensing  hackney  carriages  and  cabs,  for 
fixing  the  amount  of  licence  fees  to  be  paid,  the  number  of  passengers  to  be 
carried,  the  fares  to  be  charged,  amount  of  luggage  allowed  to  passengers, 
for  regulating  disputes  as  to  fares,  the  position  of  cabs  on  stands  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Council,  and  for  the  safety  and  convenience  of  passengers 
and  the  public  ; 

(34)  For  regulating,  supervising  and  licensing  wagons,  carts  and  other  convey¬ 
ances  or  vehicles  drawn  by  any  horse,  mule,  donkey  or  ox  kept  or  used 
within  the  Municipality  or  plying  for  hire  or  profit,  and  for  fixing  the  licence 
fees  to  be  paid  ; 

(35)  For  regulating  the  supervising  and  licensing  of  tramcars  and  omnibuses  and 
for  fixing  the  licence  fees  to  be  paid,  the  number  of  passengers  to  be  carried, 
precautions  to  be  taken  and  provisions  to  be  made  against  accidents,  and 
regulating  for  the  safety  and  convenience  of  the  public ; 


33 


(36)  For  regulating  the  keeping  in  repair  and  paving  of  tramway  and  railway 
lines  running  over  public  streets  or  roads,  and  the  keeping  in  repair  and 
paving  by  tramway  and  railway  oompanies  and  owners  of  tramoars  and 
railways  of  the  roadway  between  and  adjacent  to  their  rails  ; 

(37)  For  regulating  the  use  of  bicycles,  tricycles  and  velocipedes  in  streets, 
squares,  thoroughfares  and  public  places  ; 

(38)  For  regulating  or  prohibiting  the  cleaning  and  training  of  animals,  repairing, 
cleaning  and  outspanning  of  vehicles  in  streets  and  public  places ; 

(39)  For  regulating  the  conditions  upon  which  and  the  localitj’-  where  noisome 
and  offensive  trades  may  be  carried  on,  and  for  prohibiting  if  deemed 
desirable  the  establishment  of  and  for  restraining  the  same ; 

(40)  For  planting  and  preserving  trees  and  shrubs; 

(41)  For  regulating  and  registering  houses  let  or  occupied  as  common  lodging- 
houses  and  sub-let  tenement  houses,  boarding-houses  and  hotels,  and 
inspecting  such  houses  and  hotels,  and  the  keeping  the  same  in  a  cleanly  and 
wholesome  state. 

(42)  For  maintaining  generally  the  good  rule  and  government  of  the  Municipality, 
and  the  safety,  convenience  and  comfort  of  its  inhabitants  ; 

(43)  To  empower  the  Council  to  make  regulations  regarding  the  licensing  and 
supervision  of  traction  engines,  street  locomotives,  motor  cars,  trailer  wagons 
and  other  vehicles  drawn  or  propelled  by  steam,  electricity,  air,  or  oil,  or 
other  mechanical  power  other  than  railway  locomotives,  and  to  regulate  and 
control  their  use  in  public  streets,  and  to  impose  and  recover  licence  fees  from 
bodies,  oompanies  or  persons  owning,  keeping,  or  using  the  same ; 

(44)  To  compel  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  vacant  or  unoccupied  land  within  the 
Municipality,  abutting  on  or  adjacent  to  any  public  street,  road  or  thorough¬ 
fare,  to  enclose  or  fence  in  the  same  ; 

(45)  To  empower  the  Council  to  make  regulations  as  to  the  landing  and  killing 
of  sea  birds  and  for  the  prevention  of  wanton  cruelty  to  the  same,  aud  to 
prosecute  any  person  for  breach  of  such  regulations ; 

(46)  Dealing  with  and  regulating  the  size  of  stacks  of  timber,  coal  and  inflam¬ 
mable  substances  and  the  manner  of  stacking  or  storing  the  same,  so  as  to 
protect  persons  and  property  in  the  neighbourhood  from  danger  from  fire  or 
otherwise. 

(47)  To  empower  the  Council  to  regulate  or  prevent  the  exhibition  of  public 
advertisements. 

And  in  framing  regulations  the  Council  may  prescribe  the  time  within 
which  any  works  or  things  required  to  be  done  shall  be  executed,  done  or 
completed,  and  may  provide  in  case  of  default  for  the  execution,  doing  or 
completion  by  the  Council  of  any  such  work  or  thing  at  the  expense  of  the 
defaulter. 

194.  Any  rule  or  regulation  made  under  this  Act  may  impose  a  penalty  for  any 
breach  thereof  and  may  also  impose  different  penalties  in  case  of  successive  breaches 
thereof,  but  no  penalty  shall  exceed  twenty  pmuds  ;  and  any  such  rule  or  regulation 
may  provide  that  iu  addition  to  any  such  penalty  auy  expense  incurred  by  the  Council 
in  consequence  of  the  breach  of  any  such  rule  or  regulation  and  in  the  execution  of 
any  work  directed  by  any  such  rule  or  regulation  to  be  executed  by  any  person  and 
not  executed  by  him  shall  be  paid  by  the  person  committing  suoh  breach  or  failing  to 
execute  such  work. 

195.  After  any  regulation  has  been  passed  by  the  Couucil  a  copy  of  the  same 
shall  be  posted  in  some  public  place  within  the  Municipality  and  a  notice  published 
iu  one  or  more  newspapers  published  in  the  Municipality  calling  attention  thereto, 
and  three  weeks  after  such  notice  shall  have  been  advertised  it  shall  be  submitted 
for  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  and  if  approved,  shall  be  published  in  the  Gazette 
and  thereupon  shall  have  the  force  of  law  in  the  Municipality. 

196.  A  copy  of  the  Gazette  containing  any  bye-law  or  regulation  shall  be  evidence 
of  the  due  making  of  such  bye-law  or  regulation  and  of  the  contents  thereof. 

Miscellaneous. 

197.  The  Council  shall  use  all  endeavours  to  keep  the  water  flowing  to  or  im¬ 
pounded  in  its  reservoirs  or  other  waterworks  from  being  fouled  or  in  auy  way  rendered 
impure,  and  for  this  end,  every  person  convicted  upon  the  prosecution  of  the  Council, 
of  any  of  the  following  offences,  shall  forfeit  to  the  use  of  the  said  Council  a  sum  not 
exceeding  five  pounds ;  on  failure  of  the  payment  of  such  fine  the  party  convicted  shall 
be  liable  to  imprisonment,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  for  any  period  not  exoeediug 
two  calendar  months; 

[G.  21— 19U2.J 


V 


34 


(a)  Every  person  who  shall  bathe  or  wash  himself  in  any  stream,  reservoir,  or 
other  waterworks  belonging  to  the  Council,  or  wash,  throw,  or  cause  to  enter 
therein  any  dog  or  other  animal  ; 

(ft)  Every  person  who  shall  throw  any  rubbish,  dirt,  filth,  or  other  noisome  thing 
into  any  such  stream,  reservoir,  or  other  waterworks,  or  wash  or  cleanse 
therein  any  cloth,  wool,  leather  or  skin  of  any  animal,  or  any  clothes  or  other 
thing. 

(e)  Every  person  who  shall  cause  the  water  of  any  sink,  sewer,  or  drain,  or  auy 
filthy  water  whatever,  belonging  to  him  or  under  his  control,  to  run  or  to  he 
brought  into  any  such  stream,  reservoir,  or  other  waterworks,  or  do  any  act 
whereby  the  water  under  the  charge  of  the  Council  shall  be  fouled  or  made 
impure  ;  and  every  such  last  mentioned  person  shall  also  forfeit  the  sum  of 
one  pound  for  each  day,  if  more  than  one,  during  which  the  last  mentioned 
offence  shall  he  continued. 

198.  In  case  the  Council  shall  require  to  take  or  use  any  land  within  the  limits  of 
the  Municipality  with  or  without  the  buildings,  if  any,  erected  thereon,  or  any  frontage 
or  stoep  belonging  to  auy  promises,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  any  act  or  of  executing 
anyr  work  or  undertaking  authorised  by  this  Act,  or  for  the  purpose  of  making  or 
improving  streets,  roads,  sidewalks,  thoroughfares,  causeways  or  pavements,  or  any 
other  municipal  purpose,  or  shall  require  to  dig  out  and  to  carry  away  any  materials, 
or  to  appropriate  or  to  make  use  of  any  springs,  streams  or  other  supplies  of  water 
belonging  respectively  to  any  person  or  persons  upon  any  lands  within  the  limits  of  the 
Municipality,  who  shall  not  be  bound  by  law  to  allow  the  Council  so  to  do,  then  and 
in  that  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  and 
empowered  to  treat  and  agree  with  every  such  person  or  persons  for  the  purchase,  hire 
or  use,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  any  such  laud,  buildings,  frontage,  stoep,  materials, 
springs,  streams  or  supplies  of  water  as  aforesaid  ;  or  for  the  payment  of  consequential 
damages,  and  generally  to  enter  into  any  such  contract  or  contracts  relative  to  the 
obtaining  or  using  of  any  such  land,  buildings,  frontage,  stoep,  materials,  springs, 
streams,  or  any  other  supplies  of  water  as  aforesaid,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
they  shall  deem  expedient.  And  if  any  such  person  or  persons  and  the  Council  shall 
n  )t  agree  upon  the  purchase  money  or  hire  or  recompense  for  consequential  damages  to 
be  respectively  given  by  one  party  and  received  by  the  other,  then  the  amount  of 
compensation,  hire  or  recompense  shall  be  settled  by  arbitration.  Provided  always 
that  arbitrators,  acting  under  the  provisions  of  sections  one  hundred  and  fifty-six,  one 
hundred  and  fifty-seven,  or  this  section,  in  deciding  upon  any  amount  to  be  paid  shall 
take  into  consideration  the  benefit  and  advantage  derived  or  to  be  derived  by  the  person 
claiming  recompense  or  compensation,  by  reason  of  any  work  or  improvement  done  or 
contemplated  by  the  Council. 

199.  Every  medical  practitioner  in  the  Municipality  shall,  upon  becoming  aware, 
or  being  of  opinion  that  any  person  attended  on  by  him  is  suffering  from  an  infectious 
disease,  shall  forthwith  send  a  certificate  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Council, 
or  such  other  officer  as  the  Council  may  appoint,  disclosing  the  name  and  residence  of  the 
piatient,  and  the  disease  he  believes  him  to  be  suffering  from,  and  for  every  certificate 
truly  reporting  the  occurrence  of  an  infectious  disease  the  Council  shall,  after  receiving 
the  certificate,  pay  to  the  medical  practitioner  a  fee  of  2s.  6d.,  if  the  case  occurs  in  his 
private  practice.  Any  medical  officer  not  complying  with  the  teims  of  this  section 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  contravened  a  provision  of  this  Act.  The  infectious  diseases, 
of  which  notice  must  be  given,  shall  include  small-pox,  cholera,  diphtheria,  membraneous 
croup,  erysipelas,  scarlatina  or  scarlet  fever,  and  typhoid,  typhus,  enteric,  relapsing, 
continued,  yellow  and  puerperal  fevers,  and  such  other  diseases  as  may  at  any  time  be 
declared  by  the  Medical  Council  to  be  infectious. 

200.  In  the  case  of  the  death  of  any  person  within  the  Municipality,  when 
there  has  been  no  medical  attendant  who  can  testify  as  to  the  cause  t  hereof,  the  occupier 
or  occupiers,  person  or  persons,  responsible  for  the  rent  of  the  house  in  which  the  death 
has  occurred,  shall  forthwith  upon  such  death  happening,  report  the  fact  to  the  Counoil 
and  to  the  Resident  Magistrate  having  jurisdiction,  the  latter  of  whom  shall,  should  he 
deem  it  advisable,  hold  an  inquest  as  to  the  cause  of  death,  and  in  the  event  of  his 
deciding  so  to  do,  he  shall  have  the  powers  and  be  charged  with  the  duties  set  forth  in 
the  Act  No.  22  of  1875,  known  as  the  “  Inquests  Act,  1875/’ excepting  in  so  far  as  auy 
part,  thereof  may  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

201.  In  all  cases,  where  by  this  Act  or  any  rule  or  regulation  at  any  time  in 
force,  the  Council  is  authorised  to  do  any  work  upon  any  priva'e  p>  op  rty,  the  ex penses 
to  which  the  (  ouncd  may  be  put  iu  doing  such  work  and.  defraying  ihi  costs  of  materials 
in  connection  therewith,  shall  be  a  first  claim  and  charge  upon  such  property,  and  be 
paid  in  preference  to  any  debt,  obligation  or  mortgage  thereon  by  the  owner  thereof ; 
provided  that  the  Council  shall  at  no  time  take  legal  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of 
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sucli  expenses  until  three  months  after  notice  has  been  given  to  the  owner  of  the 
property  affected,  and  in  case  of  the  owner  not  being  known  or  to  be  found,  until  the 
Council  can  show  that  due  diligence  has  been  used  in  endeavouring  to  ascertain  the 
whereabouts  of  the  owner  and  that  he  cannot  be  found. 

202.  In  any  action  or  suit  which  shall  or  may  be  brought  for  the  recovery  of 
any  penalty  or  sum  of  money  due  or  payable  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  or  for  or  in  respeot 
of  any  other  matter  or  thing  relating  to  this  Act,  by  or  against  the  Council,  the  warrant 
of  attorney  to  sue  or  defend  shall  be  deemed  to  be  duly  executed  if  issued  under  the 
common  seal  of  the  Council  and  signed  by  the  Town  Clerk;  and  all  such  costs,  charges, 
and  expenses  as  the  Council  shall  be  put  to  or  become  chargeable  with  by  reason  of 
bringing  or  defending  such  action  or  suit,  or  under  any  judgment  of  the  Court,  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Council,  and  no  Councillor  shall  be  personally  answerable 
or  liable  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  unless  such  action  or  suit 
shall  arise  in  consequence  of  his  own  wilful  neglect  or  default. 

203.  Any  summons  or  notice  or  any  writ  or  other  proceeding  at  law  which  any 
person  may  desire  to  serve  or  have  served  upon  the  Council  may  be  served  by  being 
given  personally  to  the  Town  Clerk  or  by  being  left  at  his  office  with  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  Council. 

204.  In  all  cases  on  which  any  matter  or  thing  is  by  this  Act  required  to  be 
advertised  or  printed  in  one  or  more  newspapers  published  in  the  Municipality,  the 
Council  shall  from  time  to  time  appoint  at  least  one  newspaper  which  may  be  regarded 
as  its  medium  for  such  purposes. 

205.  The  Council  shall  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  and  its  rules  and  regulations 
have  power  by  themselves  or  their  officers  to  enter  at  all  reasonable  hours  into  and 
upon  any  building  or  land  for  the  purpose  of  executing  any  work  or  making  any 
inspection  authorised  to  be  executed  or  made  by  them  under  this  Act  or  the  Council’s 
rules  and  regulations  without  being  liable  to  any  legal  proceedings  on  account  thereof. 

206.  Every  person  who  shall  at  any  time  obstruct  the  Council  in  any  of  its 
officers  in  the  performance  of  anjdhing  which  they  are  respectively  empowered  or 
required  to  do  by  this  or  any  other  Act  or  by  any  municipal  regulation,  shall  be  liable 
in  each  case  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  five  pounds. 

207.  Every  person  who  shall  contravene  any  provision  of  this  Act  or  any  rule  or 
regulation  in  force  in  the  Municipality,  shall  for  every  offence  be  liable  to  the  penalty 
expressly  imposed  by  this  Act  or  any  such  rule  or  regulation,  and  if  no  other  penalty 
be  imposed  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  ten  pounds. 

208.  All  offences  committed  in  contravention  of  this  Act,  or  of  any  municipal 
rule  or  regulation,  may  lawfully  be  prosecuted  in  the  Court  of  the  Resident  Magistrate 
having  jurisdiction  and  if  any  person  shall  be  convicted  of  any  such  offence,  and  shall 
not  pay  or  satisfy  the  amount  of  fine  imposed  on  him,  it  shall  be  lawful,  unless  other¬ 
wise  provided  in  this  Act,  for  such  Resident  Magistrate  to  sentence  such  offender  to 
any  period  of  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  months,  unless  such  fine  shall  be  sooner 
paid;  and  the  amount  of  all  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  when  recovered,  shall  be 
paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Council  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act. 

209.  Notwithstanding  anything  in  a  certain  deed,  dated  29th  September,  1863, 
granting  certain  land  to  the  Right  Reverend  Robert  Gray,  Bishop  of  Cape  Town,  as  a 
site  for  a  parsonage  in  connection  with  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Rondebosch,  and  notwith¬ 
standing  anything  in  a  certain  other  deed,  dated  31st  January,  1854,  granting  certain 
other  land  to  the  said  Bishop  of  Cape  Town,  as  pasture  land  for  the  minister  of  the 
said  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Rondebosch,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Board  of  Trustees  to 
transfer  to  the  Council  all  their  right  and  title  to  all  lands  granted  as  hereinbefore  set 
forth  by  the  said  deeds  of  grant  in  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be  mutually 
agreed  upon  between  the  said  Board  and  the  said  Council :  Provided  that  the  lands  so 
granted  and  so  transferred  shall  at  all  times  be  and  remain  open  spaces  for  the  use  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Municipality  as  a  place  of  exercise  and  recreation  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  Council  in  accordance  with  bye  laws  and  regulations  framed  as  by  this  Act 
provided.  Provided  also  that  any  sum  of  money  paid  as  purchase  price  of  such  land 
shall  be  chargeable  to  the  Council;  provided  further  that  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  the  purchase  prices  of  such  lands,  failing  agreement  between  the  parties, 
reoourse  shall  be  had  to  arbitration  ;  provided  also  that  any  sum  of  money  paid  as 
purchase  price  of  such  land  shall  be  applied  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  English 
Church  purposes  within  the  Parish  of  St.  Paul’s,  Rondebosch. 

2iU.  The  Counoil  is  hereby  empowered,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  Sec.  124  of 
this  Act,  to  expropriate,  purchase,  and  acquire  buildings  and  land  within  the  limits  of 
the  Municipality,  other  than  the  property  of  the  Imperial  Government,  the  Colonial 
Government  or  the  Table  Bay  Harbour  Board,  to  rebuild,  alter,  or  remove  such 
buildings,  and  on  the  said  land,  or  on  other  laud  belonging  to  the  Council  to  build  and 
erect  dwellings  for  artizans  and  other  members  of  the  poorer  classes. 
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211.  In  calculating  the  amount  of  compensation  which  any  person  may  be 
entitled  to  receive  for  buildings  or  land  expropriated  under  the  last  preceding  seotion, 
any  arbitrator  or  umpire  shall  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  such  buildings  or 
land,  on  account  of  their  condition,  construction  or  situation,  or  on  account  of  any 
other  sufficient  reason,  may  be,  or  may  be  likely  to  beoome,  liable  to  he  pulled  down, 
or  closed  against  use  and  occupation  under  any  Municipal  Act  or  Bye-Law  or  under 
any  Aot  relating  to  public  health. 

212.  Notwithstanding  anything  in  Section  4  of  Act  No.  25  of  1897,  or  in  any 
other  section  of  the  said  Act,  the  Council  shall  be  entitled  to  pave  and  sewer,  or  to 
contribute  to  the  cost  of  paving  and  sewering,  any  private  street  in  existence  at  the 
promulgation  of  Act  No.  25  of  1897,  with  the  consent  of  three-fourths,  or  any  other 
proportion,  of  the  owners  of  propert}r  abutting  on  such  street ;  providing  that  nothing 
in  this  section  shall  apply  to  any  road  or  street  within  the  Dock  area. 

213.  Whenever  any  act  or  thing,  prescribed  by  this  Actor  by  Act  No.  26  of  1893 
to  be  done  or  performed  at  or  before  a  certain  date  or  time,  shall  by  inadvertence  or 
error  not  nave  been  so  done  or  performed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor,  if  he 
shall  see  fit,  to  authorise  the  doing  or  performing  of  such  act  or  thing  at  some 
subs,  quent  time,  and  the  said  act  or  thing,  when  so  done,  shall  be  of  the  same  force 
and  validity  as  if  done  at  the  time  prescribed  as  aforesaid. 

214.  For  the  purposes  of  any  arbitration  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  when 
the  mode  of  arbitration  is  not  set  forth,  the  provisions  of  the  “  Lands  and  Arbitrations 
Clauses  Act,  1882,”  are  hereby  incorporated. 

215.  All  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  incurred  in  and  about  the  promotion  and 
passing  and  carrying  the  provisions  of  this  Act  and  of  the  Municipal  Regulations  into 
effect,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  money  authorised  to  be  received  by  the  Council  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

216.  The  provisions  of  the  Acts  Nos.  15  of  1894  and  25  of  1897  by  this  Act 
repealed  shall  mutatis  mutandis  and  save  in  so  far  as  they  are  repugnant  to  or 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  Aot  apply  to  the  Council  and  to  the  Municipality 
and  be  taken  and  read  as  part  of  this  Act. 

217.  This  Aot  may  be  cited  as 
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SCHEDULE  A. 


Form  of  Front  of  Fallot  Paper.  Vote. 


\ 

BROWN 

Counterfoil 

No. 

$ 

i 

(John  Brown,  of  21,  Adderley  Street, 
Cape  Town,  merchant.) 

JONES 

Note  : 

The  Counterfoil 
is  to  have  a  num¬ 
ber  to  correspond 
with  that  on  the 
back  of  the  ballot 
paper. 

« 

! 

2 

(Henry  Jones,  of  45,  St.  George’s 
Street,  Cape  Town,  attorney.) 

S 

1 

I 

3 

SMITH 

(Frederick  Smith,  of  51,  Kloof  Street, 
Cape  Town,  broker.) 

) 

4 

ROBINSON 

(George  Robinson,  of  33,  Strand 
Street,  Cape  Town,  dealer). 

Form  of  Back  of  Ballot  Paper. 

No . 


Election  for  7own  Council  of  the  City  of  Cape  Town . 


. 19.. 

Note. — The  number  on  the  ballot  paper  is  to  correspond  with  that  on  the  counterfoil, 


SCHEDULE  B. 


Repealed  Laws. 


Laws. 

Short  Titles  or  Description. 

Extent  of  Repeal. 

Act  No.  14  of  1395  .. 

For  creating  a  Municipal  Board  for  Green 

So  much  as  has  not 

Point  and  Sea  Point. 

already  been  re¬ 
pealed. 

Act  No.  34  of  1861  . . 

“Sea  Point  Waterworks  Company  Act,  1861  ” 

The  whole. 

Act  No.  26  of  1893  .. 

“The  Capo  Town  Municipal  Act,  1893  ” 

The  whole. 

Act  No.  28  of  1893  . . 

“The  Green  and  Sea  Point  Water  and 
Electric  Lighting  Company  Act,  1893.” 

The  whole. 

Act  No.  25  of  1897  . . 

“  Cape  Town  Municipal  Act  Amendment 
Act,  1897.” 

The  whole. 

Act  No.  28  of  1902  . . 

“  Cape  Town  Municipal  Act  Amendment 
Act,  1902.” 

The  whole. 

Act  No.  5  of  1895  . . 

“Green  and  Sea  Point  Municipal  Act,  1895  ” 

The  whole. 

Act  No.  15  of  1894  . . 

“  Cape  Town  Streets  Act,  1894  ”  .  . 

The  whole. 

,  ‘  "  *  * 
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APPENDIX  N. 


DRAFT 

BILL 

TO 

Abolish  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape  Division,  and  to  provide  for  the 
requirements  of  Local  Government  in  certain  parts  of  the  Fiscal 
Division  of  the  Cape  by  the  creation  of  a  Rural  Council. 


BE  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  by  and  with  the  consent 
of  the  Legislative  Counoil  and  the  House  of  Assembly  thereof,  as  follows : — 

PRELIMINARY. 

1.  This  Aot  shall  take  effect  upon  a  date  to  be  proclaimed  by  the  Governor  in  the 
Gazette ,  and  upon  such  date  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape  then  iu  office  shall  be 
dissolved,  and  the  members  thereof  go  out  of  office. 

2.  In  this  Act,  unless  inconsistent  with  the  context,  the  following  terms  shall  bear 
the  meaning  set  opposite  to  them  respectively  : — 

Chairman ,  the  Chairman  for  the  time  being  of  the  Rural  Council. 

Councillor ,  a  member  of  the  Rural  Council  constituted  under  the  provisions  of  this 

Act. 

Municipality,  the  Unified  Municipality,  constituted  by  Act  No.  of  1903. 
Division,  the  Fiscal  Division  of  the  Cape  exclusive  of  the  area  within  the  limits  of 
the  Unified  Municipality  constituted  by  Act  No.  of  1903. 

Divisional  Council,  the  Council  of  the  Cape  Division  as  constituted  by  Act  40  of 
1889  and  by  this  Act  abolished. 

Council ,  the  Rural  Council  of  The  Division  constituted  uuder  the  provisions  of 
this  Act. 

Minister,  the  Colonial  Secretary  for  the  time  being. 

Meeting,  a  meeting  of  the  Rural  Council. 

Ratepayer,  a  person  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  Road  Rate,  the  Rural  Rate,  or 
the  Sanitary  Rate  levied  by  the  Council  under  this  Act. 

Voter,  a  person  by  this  Act  entitled  to  vote  in  the  election  of  members  of  the 
Council. 

Noxious  Weed,  any  plant  at  any  time  proclaimed  by  the  Governor  to  be  a  noxious 
weed. 

Insect  Pest,  any  form  of  insect  life  proclaimed  by  the  Governor  to  be  a  pest. 

Bush  Fire,  a  destructive  burning  upon  any  naturally  wooded  or  shrubby  land. 
Animal,  any  horse,  gelding,  mare,  mule,  ass,  bull,  ox,  cow,  heifer,  calf,  sin  up, 
goat,  pig,  or  ostrich. 

3.  The  Act  No.  40  of  1889,  known  as  “  The  Divisional  Councils  Act,  1889,”  and 
the  Villages  Management  Act  of  1881,  and  amending  Acts,  together  with  so  much  of 
any  other  law  as  may  be  repugnant  to  or  inconsistent  with  auy  of  the  provisions  of  this 
Aot,  are  hereby  repealed  in  so  far  as  the  said  Acts  or  any  of  them  apply  to  the  Division 
or  any  part  thereof,  provided  that  the  Council  by  this  Act  constituted  shall  be  subject 
and  liable  to  every  contract,  engagement,  claim,  debt  and  demand  to  which  the 
Divisional  Council  is  subject  and  liable  at  the  time  of  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act,  and 
the  said  Rural  Council  shall  likewise  be  invested  with  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights, 
assets,  benefits  and  claims  waich  the  Divisional  Council  is  at  the  time  of  the  taking 
effect  of  this  Act  vested  with  or  entitled  to  ;  provided  further  that  the  repeal  of  the  said 
laws  shall  not  affect  anythiug  duly  done  or  any  right  acquired  or  liability  incurred 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  laws  before  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act. 
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ALTERATION  AND  BETTER  DEFINITION  OF  BOUNDARIES  OF 

ADJOINING  DIVISIONS. 

4.  The  provisions  contained  in  Division  II,  Part  II  of  Act  No.  40  of  1889,  shall 
mutatis  mutandis,  extend  and  apply  to  the  Council  and  to  the  Division,  and  be  taken 
and  read  as  part  of  this  Act. 

5.  As  soon  as  may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  but  upon  a  date  prior  to  the 
holding  of  the  first  general  election  of  the  Councillors,  the  Governor,  having  made  due 
enquiry,  shall  divide  into  ten  Districts  the  Division  of  the  Cape  outside  the  limits  of 
the  Unified  Municipality,  and  shall  define  the  boundaries  of  such  districts  by  Proclama¬ 
tion  in  the  Gazette. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

6.  The  Council  shall  consist  of  fourteen  members,  who  shall  be  styled  Councillors. 
I  our  members  shall  be  elected  by  the  Councillors  of  the  Municipality  from  among 
their  number,  and  one  member  shall  be  elected  by  the  Voters  in  each  of  the  ten 
districts  into  which  the  Division  shall  be  subdivided.  Councillors  of  the  Municipality 
shall  be  eligible  to  be  elected  members  of  the  Counoil. 


FIRST  ELECTION  OF  COUNCILLORS. 


7.  Upon  a  date  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  by  Notice  in  the  Gazette,  being  a 

date  prior  to  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act,  but  subsequent  to  the  taking  effect  of  Act 
No. - of  1903  (constituting the  Municipality),  the  Minister  shall 

(a)  call  upon  the  Council  of  the  Municipality  to  eleot  as  members  of  the  Rural 
Council  four  persons  qualified,  as  in  Section  11  of  this  Act  provided,  to  be  so 
elected  ; 

( b )  by  a  notice  in  the  Gazette  call  upon  the  voters  in  the  ten  respective  districts  of 
the  Division  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  every  such  district  respectively.  For 
the  purpose  of  such  notice  and  of  such  nomination  the  provisions  and  the 
forms  contained  in  sections  31  to  35  inclusive  of  Act  No.  40  of  1889, 
shall,  mutatis  mutandis,  apply. 

8.  Every  person  whose  name  shall  appear  on  the  Voters’  Roll  last  settled  by  the 
Divisional  Council  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  person  duly  qualified  to  vote  for 
members  of  the  Council  at  the  first  election  of  Councillors  under  this  Act ;  and  at  such 
first  election  every  such  person  shall  vote  in  the  District  in  which  is  situate  the  property 
in  respect  of  which  such  person  is  registered  as  a  voter,  and  shall  not  vote  in  any  other 
District. 

9.  Except  as  provided  in  sections  7  and  8  of  this  Act,  all  and  singular  the 
provisions  contained  in  Sections  31  to  79  of  Act  No.  40  of  1889,  as  amended  by  Act 
No.  27  of  1892  and  Act  No.  18  of  1899  shall,  mutatis  mutandis,  extend  and  apply  to 
the  first  election  of  Councillors  under  this  Act. 

10.  The  persons  declared  to  be  elected  Councillors  at  such  first  election,  whether 
they  have  been  elected  by  the  Council  of  the  Municipality  or  by  the  voters  in  Districts, 
shall  be,  form,  and  constitute  the  Rural  Council  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall 
come  into  office  on  the  date  proclaimed  by  the  Governor  for  the  taking  effect  of  this 

Act,  and  shall  go  out  of  office  on  the - day  of - ,  1906,  prior  to  which 

lastmentioned  day  a  new  election  of  Councillors  shall  take  place  ;  and  so  on  with 
triennial  vacancies  and  triennial  elections  for  ever. 


ELECTION  OF  COUNCILLORS. 

11.  The  provisions  contained  in  Sections  31  to  79  inclusive  of  Act  No.  40  of  1889 
as  amended  by  subsequent  Acts,  shall,  mutatis  mutandis,  extend  and  apply  to  all  such 
elections  of  Councillors  under  this  Act  after  the  first  election  aforesaid  ;  provided  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  a  retiring  Councillor  from  being  re-elected  ; 
and  provided  further  that  in  respect  of  all  elections  of  Councillors  alter  the  first 
election  aforesaid,  the  dates  for  receiving  nominations  of  Candidates  and  for  taking 
the  poll  (if  any)  shall  be  as  determined  by  the  Chairman. 
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QUALIFICATION  OF  ELECTORS  AND  COUNCILLORS  AND  TAKING 

OF  VOTERS’  ROLL. 

12.  Except  in  so  far  as  is  otherwise  piovided  for  in  Sections  7,  8  and  9  of  this 
Act,  the  several  provisions  contained  in  Sections  17  to  27  of  Aot  No.  40  of  1889  shall 
apply  to  the  Division,  to  the  Council,  and  to  all  Voters  at  all  elections  of  Councillors, 
and  shall  be  taken  and  read  as  part  of  this  Act. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  COUNCILLORS. 

13.  The  provisions  contained  in  Sections  28  to  30  inclusive  of  Act  No.  40  of  1889 
shall,  mutatis  mutandis,  apply  to  the  qualifications  of  persons  who  shall  be  eligible  as 
Councillors,  and  shall  be  taken  and  read  as  part  of  this  Act. 

EXPENDITURE  UPON  ELECTIONS. 

14.  The  provisions  contained  in  Sections  80  and  81  of  Act  No.  40  of  1889  shall, 
mutatis  mutandis,  extend  and  apply  to  elections  under  this  Act,  and  shall  be  taken  and 
read  as  part  of  this  Act. 

RETIREMENT  AND  VACANCIES. 

15.  The  provisions  of  Sections  82  to  84  inclusive  of  Act  No.  40  of  188  9  shall 
extend  and  apply  to  the  retirement  of  Councillors  and  to  vacancies  in  the  Council,  and 
shall  be  taken  and  read  as  part  of  this  Act;  provided  that  for  the  words  “Civil 
Commissioner  of  the  Division  ’’  in  Section  83  and  for  the  words  “  Civil  Commissioner” 
in  Section  84,  the  word  “  Chairman  ”  shall  in  each  case  be  substituted  and  read. 

TPIE  CHAIRMAN. 

16.  At  the  first  meeting  of  Councillors  held  after  every  general  election  of  Coun¬ 
cillors,  the  Councillors  present  shall  elect  a  Councillor  to  be  Chairman,  who  shall 
forthwith  enter  upon  his  r  ffice,  and  continue  therein  for  one  year  from  the  date  of  his 
election,  when  he  shall  retire  and  be  succeeded  by  a  Chairman  duly  elected  for  the 
succeeding  year,  unless  his  office  be  sooner  vacated.  And  in  case  of  such  vacaucy  as 
last  mentioned,  a  successor  shall,  at  the  meeting  next  but  one  of  the  Council  after  such 
vacancy,  be  chosen  by  the  Councillors  from  amongst  themselves,  who  shall  forthwith 
enter  upon  his  office  and  serve  as  Chairman  for  the  remainder  of  the  period  for  which 
the  vacating  Chairman  was  elected  ;  and  so  on  from  )Tear  to  year.  Provided  always 
that  should  a  Chairman  not  be  elected  at  a  meeting  as  herein  described,  he  may  be 
elected  at  the  first  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Council  held  thereafter,  or  at  a  special 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose  ;  and  provided  further  that  the  retiring  Chairman  in 
any  year  is  eligible  to  be  re-elected  Chairman. 

17.  The  Councillor  in  office  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  the  Chairman 
who  shall  last  have  held  the  office  of  Chaiiman  in  the  Council  at  any  time  prior 
to  the  then  elected  Chairman,  or  failing  any  such  Councillor  still  in  office, 
such  other  Councillor  as  the  Council  shall  elect,  shall  be  Deputy  Chairman,  and 
shall,  during  the  absence  or  illness  of  the  Chairman,  do  all  acts  which  the  Chairman  as 
such  may  do.  The  fact  of  the  absence  or  illness  of  the  Chairman  shall  bo  notified  by 
the  Secretary  or  his  deputy  to  the  first  meeting  of  the  Council  after  the  illness  or 
absence  of  the  Chaiiman  has  happened,  and  be  recorded  in  the  Council’s  minut<  8. 
Suoh  record  shall  be  a  sufficient  authority  for  all  acts  done  within  the  scope  of  this 
Act  by  the  Deputy  Chairman  in  lieu  of  the  Chairman  If  the  office  of  the  Deputy 
Chairman  shall  become  vacant  by  reason  of  death  or  resignation,  or  by  his  ceasing 
to  be  a  Councillor,  the  Council  shall  at  the  next  ordinary  meeting  following  the 
meeting  at  which  such  vacancy  is  reported  fill  the  vacancy. 

18.  At  every  meeting  of  the  Council  the  Chairman,  if  present,  shall  preside.  If 
the  Chairman  be  absent,  then  the  Deputy  Chairman  shall  preside.  If  neither  the 
Chairman  nor  Deputy  Chairman  be  present  such  Couucdlor  as  the  members  of  the 
Council  then  present  choose  shall  preside. 

19.  At  every  meeting  of  the  Council  five  shall  form  a  quorum,  and  the  Chairman 
or  other  Councillor  presiding  at  any  meetiug  shall  in  regard  to  all  questions  that  may 
come  before  such  meeting  have  his  original  or  deliberative  vote  as  well  as  a  casting  or 
second  vote. 

[G.  21—1902.]  a 
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PROCEDURE  AT  MEETINGS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

20.  The  provisions  contained  in  the  sections  numbered  89  to  .100  inclusive  of  Act 
No.  40  of  1889,  with  regard  to  the  procedure  at  meetings  of  Divisional  Counoils,  shall, 
mutatis  mutandis,  apply  to  meetings  of  the  Council  and  be  taken  and  read  as  part  of 
this  Act. 

OFFICERS  OF  COUNCIL. 

21.  As  soon  as  may  be  after  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act,  the  Counoil  shall 
appoint  and,  subjeot  to  the  approval  of  the  Minister,  may  suspend  or  dismiss 

(a)  One  or  more  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  who  shall  be  duly  qualified  medical 
practitioners ; 

( h 1  One  or  more  Veterinary  Inspectors  ; 

(c)  One  or  more  Road  Inspectors,  and 

(d)  One  or  more  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

The  Council  shall  also  be  empowered  to  appoint,  suspend  or  dismiss  such  other 
officers  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  deemed  expedient  and  as  the  Minister  may  approve. 
And  the  Council  may  lawfully  provide  for  the  salaries  of  all  such  Health  officers, 
Inspectors,  or  other  officers  out  of  revenue  provided  for  in  that  behalf  under  this  Act. 
Provided  that  the  provision  contained  in  Sections  101,  103,  104,  105  and  106  of  Act 
No.  40  of  1889,  shall,  mutatis  mutandis,  and  so  far  as  this  may  not  be  repugnant  to 
the  provisions  of  this  Act,  apply  to  all  officers  appointed  by  the  Council  under  this  Act. 

AUDITORS,  ACCOUNTS,  BORROWING  POWERS,  ETC. 

22.  The  provisions  contained  in  Sections  107  to  127  inclusive  of  Act  No.  40  of 
1889  shall  extend  aud  apply  to  the  Council  and  shall  be  taken  and  read  as  part  of  the 
Act;  provided  that,  in  all  the  said  Sections  or  Sub-sections  thereof,  for  the  words 
“  Civil  Commissioner  of  the  Division  ”  or  “  Civil  Commissioner,”  as  the  case  may  be, 
the  word  “  Chairman  ”  shall  be  substituted  and  read ;  and  provided  further 
that  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Council  shall  be  so  kept  and  drawn  up  as  to  show 
the  Council’s  expenditure  on  roads  separately  from  its  expenditure  for  the  other 
purposes  of  this  Act ;  and  such  expenditure  on  roads  shall,  whenever  it  is  referred  to 
in  this  Act,  be  taken  aud  construed  to  include  all  sums  of  money  paid  for  the  construc¬ 
tion,  maintenance  and  improvement  of  roads  and  bridges  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
ot  this  Act,  the  salaries  of  the  Road  Inspector  or  Inspectors,  and  such  a  proportionate 
part  of  the  cost  of  the  Council’s  establishment,  including  travelling  allowances  to 
Councillors,  as  shall  fairly  be  chargeable  to  Roads. 

REMUNERATION  TO  COUNCILLORS,  SUITS  BY  AND  AGAINST 

COUNCILS,  ETC. 

23.  The  provisions  of  Sections  128  to  130  inclusive  of  Act  No.  40  of 
1889  shall,  mutatis  mutandis,  apply  to  the  Council  and  be  taken  and  read  as  part  of 
this  Act. 


POWERS,  DUTIES  AND  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

(A)  Roads. 

24.  In  respect  of  all  main  and  divisional  roads  in  the  Division,  outside  the  limits 
of  the  Unified  Municipality,  the  Rural  Council  shall  have  all  the  rights,  powers  and 
duties  which  are  conferred  and  imposed  on  Divisional  Councils  by  Sections 
141  to  143  inclusive  of  Act  No.  40  of  1889,  and  all  the  provisions  of 
Sections  144  to  207  inclusive  of  the  said  Act  with  regard  to  the  con¬ 
struction  and  maintenance  of  roads,  the  taking  of  land  and  material, 
the  proclamation,  taking  over,  closing  and  diverting  of  roads,  the  definition 
of  the  width  of  roads,  the  construction  of  bridges,  the  inspection  by  Govern¬ 
ment  of  main  roads  and  bridges,  contributions  to  the  other  funds  in  regard  to  roads 
and  bridges,  offeuoes  in  regard  to  roads,  public  outspans  and  other  matters,  shall,  mutatis 
mutandis,  extend  and  apply  to  the  Council,  and  be  read  and  taken  as  part  of  this  Act; 
provided  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  Municipal  Council  existing  at  the 
time  of  the  taking  effect  of  this  Act  or  thereafter  created  (and  not  being  the 
Council  of  the  Municipality),  to  enter  into  any  agreement  with  the  Council  in  regard  to 
the  maintenance  and  control  by  such  Municipal  Council  of  any  portion  or  portions  of 
any  mffin  or  divisional  roads  which  may  be  within  the  limits  of  any  such  Munioipal 
Council  s  jurisdiction  on  such  terms  and  for  such  period  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between 
6uch  Municipal  Council  and  the  Council. 
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(B)  Public  Health. 

25.  Within  the  Division  outside  the  limits  of  any  Municipality. 

(a)  The  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  No.  4  of  1883  conferring  certain 
powers  and  imposing  certain  duties  on  Divisional  Councils  shall,  mutaixs 
mutandis ,  extend  and  apply  to  the  Council  and  shall  he  taken  and  read  as 
part  of  tliis  Act. 

(b)  The  Council  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  and  is  hereby  constituted  an 

Urban  Local  Authority  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  Public  Health  Amend¬ 
ment  Act  No.  23  of  1897. 

In  addition  to  the  bye-laws  or  regulations  which  the  Council  as  an  urban  local 
authority  is  required  to  make  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section? of  Act  No. 
23  of  1897,  the  Council  shall  make  such  bye-laws  or  regulations  as  are  provided  for  in  (a), 

( h ),  ( c )  of  Sub-section  3  of  Section  9  of  the  said  Act ;  and  with  reference  to  such  last 
mentioned  regulations,  the  provisions  of  sections  7  and  8  of  the  said  Act  shall  apply  and 
be  read  and  taken  as  part  of  this  Act. 

(C)  Contagious  Diseases  of  Animals. 

26.  All  the  powers  conferred  and  duties  imposed  on  Divisional  Councils  by  any 
Act  having  reference  to  the  existence,  prevention  or  suppression  of  any  disease  pro¬ 
claimed  by  the  Governor  to  be  a  Contagious  Disease  of  Animals  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
conferred  and  imposed  upon  the  Council. 

27.  Whenever  it  shall  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council,  or  whenever  there  is 
reasonable  ground  for  believing  that  any  animal  in  the  possession,  or  in  the  care  of  any 
inhabitant  of  the  Division  is  affected  with  contagious  disease,  or  whenever  it  shall  be 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  that  any  contagious  disease  exists  amongst  any 
animals  on  any  farm  or  land  within  the  Division,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Council, 
anything  in  Act  27  of  1893  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  forthwith  to  take  steps 
to  obtain  a  report  thereon  by  a  duly  qualified  Veterinary  Inspector,  in  order  that 
all  necessary  measures  may  be  adopted  in  accordance  with  bye-laws  or  regulations  as 
in  the  next  Section  provided,  for  preventing  the  spread  of  such  disease  or  for 
suppressing  the  same. 

28.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council,  with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  to 
frame,  alter,  make  and  enforce  such  bye-laws  or  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for 
preventing  the  introduction  into  the  Division  of  any  Contagious  Disease  of  Animals  or 
for  suppressing  such  disease  therein,  and  such  bye-laws  or  regulations  may  provide  for 
the  isolation,  inoculation,  or  slaughter  of  any  infected  animal. 

(D)  Insect  Bests. 

29.  As  often  as  it  shall  be  proclaimed  in  the  Gazette  that  any  Insect  Pest  exists 
in  the  Division  or  in  any  part  of  the  Colony,  and  that  there  is  a  danger  of  any  such 
Insect  Pest  being  introduced  into  the  Division,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council  to 
frame,  alter,  revoke,  or  enforce  bye-laws  or  regulations  for  preventing  the  introduction 
or  for  the  suppression  of  such  Insect  Pest  within  the  Division. 

30.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council,  with  the  approval  of  the  Minister,  out  of 
any  revenue  which  the  Council,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  empowered 
to  raise,  to  spend  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  for  the 
payment  of  such  officers  or  servants  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  required,  or  for 
defraying  any  other  expenses  lawfully  incurred  by  the  Counoil,  in  pursuance  of  any 
such  bye-law  or  regulation  aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  introduction  or 
for  the  suppression  of  any  Insect  Pest. 

(E)  Extirpation  of  Noxious  Weeds  and  Plants. 

31.  All  the  provisions  contained  in  Seetions  233  to  239  inclusive  of  Act  No.  40  of 
1889  shall,  mutatis  mutandis,  apply  to  the  Council  and  to  the  Division  and  be  read  and 
taken  as  part  of  this  Act. 

32.  As  often  as  the  Governor,  by  notice  in  the  Gazette,  shall  proclaim  any  weed 
or  plant  to  be  a  noxious  or  injurious  weed  or  plant,  and  if  the  Council  is  of  opinion 
that  such  noxious  or  injurious  weed  or  plant  is  spreading  in  the  Division  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Council,  with  the  approval  of  the  Minister,  out  of  any  revenue  which  such 
Council  shall,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  be  authorised  to  raise,  to  apply 
such  sum  of  money  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  towards  defraying  the  cost  of  extir¬ 
pating  such  noxious  or  injurious  weed  or  plant. 
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(F)  Prevention  of  Bush-fires. 

33.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Counoil  to  frame,  alter,  revoke  and  enforce  bye-laws 
or  regulations  for  the  prevention  of  destructive  hush-fires,  and  for  that  purpose,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Minister,  to  employ,  pay  or  dismiss  such  officer  or  servant  as  may 
from  time  to  time  be  deemed  expedient. 

(G)  Destruction  of  Vermin. 

34.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council,  with  the  approval  of  the  Minister,  to 
employ,  pay  or  dismiss  such  offioer  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  for  the  destruction 
of  such  vermin  as  may  be  proclaimed  by  the  Gt-overnor  to  be  by  its  prevalence  in  the 
Division  a  cause  of  injury  to  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants,  provided  that  the  Council 
may,  with  the  approval  of  the  Minister,  make,  alter  and  revoke  bye-laws  or  regulations 
for  the  reward  of  persons  who  may  destroy  such  vermin. 

(H)  Damage  of  Property  by  Stormwater. 

35.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council,  with  the  approval  of  the  Minister,  to  take 
such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  for  the  protection  of  any  roads,  bridges,  or 
other  property,  public  or  private,  against  damage  by  stormwater  originating  or  flowing 
within  the  Division. 


(I)  Pounds,  Pound  Fees,  Trespass,  Etc. 

36.  All  the  provisions  contained  in  the  Sections  213  to  220  inclusive  of  Act  No. 
40  of  1889,  and  all  the  provisions  of  the  Act  No.  15  of  1^92,  known  as  the  “Pounds 
and  Trespasses  Act,  1892,”  shall,  mat  at  is  mutandis,  extend  and  apply  to  the  Couucil 
and  to  the  Division,  and  be  read  and  taken  as  parts  of  this  Act. 

(J)  Animals,  Licenses  to  Keep  Dogs,  Etc. 

37.  All  the  provisions  contained  in  Sections  221  to  232  inclusive  of  Act  No.  40  of 
1889  shall,  muta tis  mutandis,  apply  to  the  Council  and  to  the  Division,  and  be  read 
and  taken  as  part  of  this  Act. 

(K)  Contracts. 

38.  All  the  provisions  contained  in  Sections  240  to  242  inclusive  of  Act  No. 
40  of  1889  shall,  mntatis  mutandis,  apply  to  the  Council  and  to  the  Division,  and  be 
read  and  taken  as  part  of  this  Act. 

(L)  Rural  Interests  Gf.nf, rally. 

39.  As  often  as  it  may  be  deemed  expedient  by  the  Governor  that  the  Couucil 
should  be  empowered  to  undertake  or  to  deal  with  any  matter  affecting  the  interests  or 
welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Division,  in  so  far  as  good  Local  Government  is 
concerned,  and  as  often  as  the  Governor  shall  by  Proclamation  declare  any  such 
matter  to  be  a  matter  which  the  Council  may  undertake,  or  may  deal  with,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Council  to  frame,  alter,  revoke  and  enforce  any  bye-laws  or  regulations 
in  that  behalf,  or  to  proceed  about  such  matters  in  such  other  manner  as  may  be 
deemed  expedient  ami  as  the  Minister  may  approve, 

RATEABLE  PROPERTY.  RECOVERY  OF  RATES. 

40.  The  provisions  contained  in  Sections  243,  244,  and  266  to  276  inclusive  of 
Act  No.  40  of  1889,  shell,  mntatis  mutandis,  apply  to  the  Council  and  to  the  rates 
levied  by  it  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

MODE  OF  MAKING  VALUATION. 

41.  The  provisions  contained  in  Sections  245  to  264  inclusive  of  Act  No.  40  of 
1889,  shall,  mntatis  mutandis,  apply  to  the  Council  and  to  the  Division  and  be  read  and 
taken  as  part  of  this  Act ;  provided  that  for  the  purpose  of  levying  any  Road  rate 
on  property  situated  within  the  Municipalities  of  Kalk  Bay,  Simonstown,  Durban- 
ville,  or  within  the  limits  of  any  other  Municipality  hereafter  proclaimed,  the 
valuation  thereof  last  made  for  the  Municipal  Council  having  jurisdiction  shall  be 
taken  to  be  the  valuation  on  which  the  Council  shall  levy  such  Road  rate. 
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MAKING  OF  KATES,  CONTRIBUTION  FROM  MUNICIPALITY,  ETC. 

42.  For  the  purpose  of  defraying  all  expenditure  on  roads  (as  defined  in  proviso 
to  Section  22  of  the  Act)  which  shall  be  incurred  by  the  Rural  Council  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Act, 

(1)  there  shall  be  payable  to  the  Rural  Council  by  the  Council  of  the  Munici¬ 
pality  a  contribution  in  money  equal  to  two-thirds  of  such  expenditure  on 
roads  in  each  year,  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say : — In  the  month  of 
January  of  each  year  the  Rural  Council  shall  frame  and  submit  for  the 
approval  of  the  Minister  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expenditure  on  roads 
during  such  year,  and  on  such  approval  of  such  estimate  being  communicated 
to  the  Council  of  the  Municipality  the  said  Council  of  the  Municipality  shall 
pay  to  the  Rural  Council  a  sum  equal  to  one-fourth  of  two-thirds  of  such 
estimated  expenditure,  on  the  first  day  of  the  month,  March,  June,  September, 
respectively  in  such  year,  and  on  the  1st  day  of  December  another  such  sum 
or  such  part  thereof  as  the  Rural  Council  may  find  to  be  then  required. 
As  soon  as  may  be  after  the  31st  day  of  December  of  such  year  the 
Rural  Council  shall  deliver  to  the  Council  of  the  Municipality 
a  certificate  (signed  by  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General)  of  its  actual 
expenditure  on  roads  during  such  year,  and  shall  thereupon  be  entitled  to 
receive  from  or  repay,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  the  Council  of  the  Municipality 
such  sum  of  money  as  shall  render  the  total  contribution  paid  by  the  Council 
of  the  Municipality  equal  to  two-thirds  of  such  actual  expenditure  for  such 
year ;  provided  always  that  in  no  year  shall  the  contribution  so  to  he  paid 
by  the  Council  of  the  Municipality  exceed  the  sum  of  £10,000 ;  provided 
further  that  in  default  of  the  payment  of  any  such  contribution  or  part 
thereof,  within  three  months  from  the  due  date  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Rural  Council  to  recover  the  same  by  legal  process,  together  with  interest 
at  5  per  cent,  from  the  date  of  default ; 

(2)  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council  to  levy  such  a  rate,  to  be  known  as  the 
Road  Rate,  as  it  may  deem  expedient  and  necessary,  on  the  value  of  all  rateable 
property  within  the  Division  outside  the  limits  of  the  Unified  Municipality  ; 
provided  that  the  provisions  of  section  265  of  the  Act  No.  40  of  1889  shall 
apply  to  such  rate ; 

(3)  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Council  to  impose  a  tax,  to  he  known  as  a  Vehicle 

or  Wheel  Tax,  on  all  traction  engines,  motor  cars,  wagons,  carriages,  carts 
and  other  vehicles,  drawn  by  horses  or  other  animals,  or  drawn  or  propelled 
by  steam,  electricity,  air,  or  oil  or  other  mechanical  power  other  than 
railway  locomotives,  and  being  the  property  of  any  person  residing  within 
the  Division  outside  the  limits  of  any  Municipality  ;  and  for  the  purposes  of 
this  section  to  make,  alter,  revoke  and  enforce  bye-laws  or  regulations. 

43.  For  all  the  purposes  of  this  Act  other  than  expenditure  on  roads  as  defined  in 
section  18  of  this  Act,  the  Council  may  levy  any  Rate  or  Rates,  to  be  known  as  a  Rural 
or  Sanitary  Rate  or  Rates,  on  the  value  of  all  rateable  property  within  the  Division  and 
outside  the  limits  of  any  Municipality,  and  such  Rate  or  Rates  shall  be  levied  and  collected 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  Road  rate  provided  for  in  this  Act. 

BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

44.  The  Council  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the  powers  of  making,  altering  and 
revoking  bye-laws  or  regulations  conferred  on  Divisional  Councils  by  Section  279  of 
Act  No.  40  of  1889,  and  all  the  provisions  contained  in  Sections  280  to  288 
of  the  said  Act  shall,  mutatis  mutandis,  apply  to  such  bye-laws  and  regulations. 

45.  All  bye-laws  and  regulations  lawfully  made  by  the  Council  under  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  Act,  or  of  any  Act  by  this  Act  made  applicable  to  the  Council,  shall  have 
the  force  of  law  within  the  Division  outside  the  limits  of  any  Municipality  ;  provided 
that  each  and  every  such  bye-law  or  regulation  shall,  after  it  has  been  confirmed  by 
the  Council,  be  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  and  if  approved  shall  be 
published  in  the  Gazette ;  provided  further  that  every  such  bye-law  or  regulation  may 
be  repealed  by  the  Governor. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

46.  All  the  provisions  contained  in  the  sections  numbered  286  to  295,  and  in 
seotion  297  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  of  Act  No.  40  of  1889  shall,  mutatis  mutandis , 
apply  to  the  Council,  and  be  taken  and  read  as  part  of  this  Act. 

47.  All  the  powers,  functions  and  duties  conferred  or  imposed  upon  Divisional 
Councils  by  any  of  the  A.cts  enumerated  in  seotion  296  of  the  Act  No.  40  of  1889,  or 
by  any  other  law,  shall,  except  as  hereinbefore  otherwise  provided,  he  deemed  to  be 
hereby  conferred  and  imposed  upon  the  Rural  Council. 

48.  This  Act  may  be  cited  for  all  purposes  as  the  “  Rural  Counoil  Act,  1903.” 

[G.  21—1902.]  H 
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LIST  OF  PAPERS,  MAPS,  RETURNS,  ETC., 

PUT  IN. 


1.  Bill  (draft)  for  Unification  of  Municipalities. 

(Put  in  by  Commission.)  Appendix  M. 

2.  Bill  (draft)  for  Rural  Council. 

(Put  in  by  Commission.)  Appendix  N. 

3.  Boring  for  Water. — Correspondence  between  Health  Department  and  Mr.  II. 
P.  Saunders. 

(Put  in  by  Dr.  Gregory.) 

4.  Boring  for  Water. — Maps  of  (1)  Cape  Town  and  (2)  Suburbs,  showing  Bore¬ 
hole  Localities. 

(Put  in  by  H.  P.  Saunders.! 

5.  Boring  for  Water. — Reference  List  of  Bore-holes  at  (1)  Cape  Town  and  Sea 
Point,  and  (2)  Woodstock  and  other  Suburbs,  indicating  places  where  Bores 
had  been  put  in,  together  with  their  depth  and  yield  of  water. 

(Put  in  by  H.  P.  Saunders.) 

6.  Boring  for  Water. — Report  to  Simonstown  Council  relative  to  Boring  in  the 
Simonstown  District. 

(Put  in  by  H.  P.  Saunders.) 

7.  Cape  Colony. — Map  of  South-Western  Portion  of. 

(Put  in  by  Chairman.) 

8.  Cape  Division. — Census  (1902)  Return. 

(Put  in  by  Statistical  Registrar.! 

9.  Cape  Division. — Map  of,  with  respective  Municipal  Areas  variously  coloured. 

(Put  in  by  Acting  Surveyor-General.) 

10.  Cape  Marine  Suburbs. — Extent  of  Proprietorship. 

(Put  in  by  R.  P.  L.  Wahl.) 

11.  Cape  Marine  Suburbs. — Table  of  Statistics  of  Gaugings  of  Streams  on  Estate. 

(Put  in  by  W.  T.  Olive.) 

12.  Cape  Peninsula. — Letter  giving  further  information  relative  to  existing 
Water  supply. 

(Put  in  by  W.  Westhofen.)  Appendix  J. 

13.  Cape  Peninsula  Local  Government  Problems. — Suggestions  for  the  Cape 
Peninsula  Commission. 

(Put  in  by  G.  Smart.) 

14.  Cape  Peninsula. — Statistical  information  relative  to  Yield  of  Springs  in. 

(Put  in  by  W.  T.  Olive.) 

15.  Cape  Peninsula  Commission. — Copies  of  Government  Notice  constituting. 

(Put  in  by  Secretary.) 

16.  Cape  Town. —  Agenda  for  Meeting  of  the  Cape  Town  Council,  held  on  the 
27th  February,  1902. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Cape  Town.) 

17.  Cape  Town. — Census  (1902)  Return. 

(Put  in  by  Statistical  Registrar.) 

18.  Cape  Town. — Communication  from  Mayor  to  J.  Newey  relative  to  tenour  of 
latter’s  evidence  before  the  Commission. 

(Put  in  by  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works.) 

19.  Cape  Town. — Financial  position  of  the  Council  in  respect  of  Loan  Moneys 
at  31st  March,  1902. 

(Put  in  by  City  Treasurer  ) 

20.  Cape  Town. — Financial  Statistics  of  Municipality  for  Five  Years  1S&7-1901. 

(Put  in  bv  Town  Clerk,  Cape  Town.) 

21.  Cape  Town. — Financial  Statement  of  Municipal  Affairs.  1897-1901.  Receipts 
and  Payments. 

(Put  in  by  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee.)  Appendix  A — A  (2). 

22.  Cape  Town. — Statement  of  Municipal  Loans. 

(Put  in  by  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee.)  Appendix  L  —  L  (2). 

[G.  21—1902.]  b 


4 


79.  Maitland. — Financial  Statistics  of  Village  Management  Board  and 

Municipality  for  five  years  1897-1901. 

(I’ut  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Maitland.) 

80.  Maitlaud. — Financial  Statement  of  late  Village  Management  Board  Affairs, 

1897-1901.  Receipts  and  Payments. 

(Put  in  by  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee.)  Appendix  A — A  (4.) 

81.  Manchester.  Report  of  the  Rivers  Committee,  22ud  January,  1900. 

(Put  in  by  T.  Stewart.) 

82.  Melbourne  and  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  — 'Report  on  Water  Supply 

and  Sewage. 

(Put  in  by  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works). 

83.  Melbourne  and  Suburbs. — Tramway,  Map  of. 

(Put  in  by  W.  Craig.) 

84.  Mowbray. — Census  (1902)  Return. 

(Put  in  by  Statistical  Registrar.) 

85.  Mowbray. — Financial  Statistics  of  Municipality  for  five  years  1897-1901. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Mowbray.) 

83.  Mowbray. — Financial  Statement  of  Municipal  Affairs,  1897-1901.  Reoeipts 
and  Payments. 

(Put  in  by  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee.)  Appendix  A — A  (5). 

87.  Mowbray. — Statement  of  Municipal  Loans. 

(Put  in  by  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee.)  Appendix  L — L  (4). 

88.  Mowbray. — Review  of  Municipd  Work,  Mowbray,  1901-2. 

(Put  in  by  Municipal  Engineer,  Mowbray.) 

89.  Municipal  A Iministration.  Cuttings  from  Newspapers  on  subject. 

(Put  in  by  John  Young.) 

90.  Municipal  Boundaries  and  System  of  Valuation.  Letter  concerning. 

(Put  in  by  J.  B.  Currey.) 

91.  Oliphant’s  Hoek. — Copy  of  Mr.  Wright’s  Report  on  Scheme. 

(Putin  by  Town  Clerk,  Woodstock.) 

92.  Oliphant’s  Hoek. — Form  of  Debenture. 

(Put  in  by  Mayor  of  Woodstock.) 

93.  Oliphant’s  Hoek. — Map  and  Gaugings. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Engineer,  Woodstock.) 

94.  Ol  pkant’s  Hoek. —  Memorandum  on  result  of  inspection  of  Map  put  in  by 
Town  Engineer,  Woodstock. 

(Put  in  by  T.  Stewart.) 

95.  Oliphant’s  Hoek. — Particulars  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure  in  regard  to 

Water  Supply. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Woodstock.) 

96.  Oliphant’s  Hoek. — Report  of  Town  Eugineer,  Woodstock,  relative  to  Water 

Supply. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Woodstock.) 

97.  Palmiet  Discoloration  of  Water. 

(Put  in  by  Professor  MacOwan.)  Appendix  I. 

98.  Palmiet  River. — Map  of  Catchment  Area. 

( Cut  in  by  St.  V.  W.  Erskine.) 

99.  Piague. — Letter  forwarding  copy  of  correspondence  relative  to  steps  being 
takeu  to  prevent  re-introduction  of  into  Cape  Town  through  the  port  of 
Table  Bay. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Cape  Town. 

100.  Port  Phillip. — Birdseye  View  of. 

(Put  in  by  W.  Craig.) 

101.  Proc'amations  constituting  : 

125  of  1882.  Maitland  Village  Management  Board. 

9  of  1883.  Simonstown  Municipality. 

97  of  1883.  Liesbeek  Municipality. 

98  of  1883.  Woodstock  Municipality. 

115  of  18^6.  Rondebosch,  Claremont,  and  Wynberg  Municipalities. 

228  of  1890.  Mowbray  Municipality. 

97  of  1891.  Kalk  Bay  Village  Management  Board. 

123  f  1895  Extent  of  Magisterial  Districts  of  Cape,  Wynberg,  and  Simons- 

to^vn. 

186  oi  1895.  Kalk  Bay  Municipality. 

2  of  1  -97.  Woodstock  Municipality.  Alteration  of  Boundaries. 

312  of  1897.  Durbinville  Village  Management  Board. 

173  of  1901.  Durbanyille  Municipality, 


15  of  1902.  Maitland  Municipality. 

(Put  in  by  Secretary.) 

102.  Proclamations  defining  Boundaries  of  : 

153  of  1880.  Field -Cornetcies  of  Simonstown  Division. 

265  of  1890.  Field -Cornetcies  of  Cape  Division. 

(Put  in  by  Secretary.) 

103.  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1897. 

(Put  in  by  Secretary.) 

104.  Public  Wash-houses  and  Laundries  in  Munioipal  Areas.  Correspondence 
relative  to. 

(Put  in  by  Under  Colonial  Secretary.) 

Pyrojim  Syndicate.  Conversion  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse  into  Fuel, 

(Put  in  by  J.  Churchman.) 

Railway  Department.  Discharge  of  Sewage  into  Table  Bay.  Letter  strongly 
objecting  to. 

(Put  in  by  General  Manager  of  Railways.) 

Railway  Water  Supply.  Letter  relative  to  Offer  made  by  Town  Council  of 
Cape  Town. 

(Put  in  by  General  Manager  of  Railways.) 

Railway  Water  Supply.  Three  Returns. 

(Put  in  by  General  Manager  of  Railways.) 

Rainfall  Records.  Letter  supplementing  Statistical  information  given  in 
evidence. 

(Put  in  by  Secretary  of  the  Meteorological  Commission.)  Appendix  H. 
Rainfall  Statistics.  Table  showing  Comparative  Rainfall  on  Table  Mountain 
and  at  other  points  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  during  the  years  1882-1901  ;  and 
Rainfall  at  Maclear’s  Beacon  and  Dam  Gauge  on  Table  Mountain  for  eaoh 
month  during  the  years  1894-1901  inclusive. 

(Put  in  by  T.  Stewart.) 

Reports  of  Select  Committees  upon  : 

Cape  Town  and  Green  Point  Water  Supply  Bill,  1859. 

Cape  Town  and  Wynberg  Water  Supply  Bill,  1887. 

Cape  Town  Municipal  Bill,  1859. 

Cape  Town  Municipal  Bill,  1879. 

Cape  Town  Municipal  Bill,  1881. 

Cape  Town  Municipal  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  1882. 

Cape  Town  Municipal  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  1885. 

Cape  Town  Municipal  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  1890. 

Cape  Town  Municipal  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  1892. 

Cape  Town  Municipal  Bill,  1893. 

Claremont  and  Woodstock  Water  Supply  Bill,  1898. 

Liesbeek  Municipal  Water  Supply  Bill,  1886. 

Sanitary  State  of  Cape  Town,  1857. 

Suburban  Municipalities,  1892. 

Woodstock  Water  Supply  Bill.  Two  Reports.  1889. 

(Put  in  by  Chairman.) 

112.  Reports  of  Select  Committees  upon  : 

Caledon  Street  Tramways  Bill,  June,  1895. 

Cape  Town  Metropolitan  Tramways  Bill,  June,  1895. 

Cape  Town  Southern  Suburbs  Tramways  Bill,  June,  1895. 

Green  Point  Tramway  Bill,  June,  1895. 

Port  Elizabeth  Tramways  Bill,  June,  1895. 

Rondebosch  Church  Lands,  1896. 

Southern  Suburbs  Tramway  Amendment  Bill,  May,  1897. 

Camps  Bay  Tramway  Bill,  September,  1899. 

(Put  in  by  Chairman.) 

113.  Researches  into  the  Bacterial  Purification  of  Sewage. 

(Put  in  by  Cochrane  and  Cherry.) 

114.  Retreat. — Inferior  and  Unsanitary  Buildings  erected  at.  Letter  intimating. 

(Put  in  by  Under  Colonial  Secretary.) 

115.  Rondebosch.— Agreement  between  Municipality  and  Electrioal  Engineers. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Rondebosch.) 

116.  Rondebosch. — Census  (1902)  Return. 

(Put  in  by  Statistical  Registrar.) 

117.  Rondebosch. — Financial  Statistics  of  Municipality  for  five  years  1897-1901, 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Rondebosch.) 
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118.  Rondebosoh. — Financial  Statement  of  Municipal  Affairs,  D97-1001. 

Receipts  and  Payments. 

(a)  From  Statistics  first  rendered. 

(i b )  From  Statistics  as  subsequently  rendered. 

(Put  in  by  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee  )  Appendix  A — A  (6), 
A  (7). 

119.  Rondebosoh. —  Statement  of  Munoipal  Loans. 

(Put  in  by  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee.)  Appendix  L — L  (5.) 

120.  Sewage  Purification. — Report  on  Bacterial  Method  by  Dr.  George  Turner. 

(Put  iu  by  Dr.  Gregory.) 

121.  Sewage  Treatment. —  Pamphlet  upon. 

(Put  iu  by  George  Kilgour.) 

122.  Sewage  Treatment  and  Disposal. — Interim  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
appoint  el  in  1898  to  enquire  and  report  what  methods  may  properly  be 
adopted. 

(Put  in  by  Dr.  Gregory.) 

123.  Sewage  of  Cape  Town  and  the  disposal  of  its  Sewage. 

Report  by  C,  Dunseombe. 

(Put  in  by  Chairman.) 

121.  Sewerage  of  the  Suburbs  of  the  City  of  Cape  Town  and  the  disposal  of  their 
Sewage. — Report  by  C  Dunseombe. 

(Put  in  by  Chairman.) 

125.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  disposal  of  the  City  of  Cape  Town. — Three  Plans  by  0. 
Dunseombe. 

(Put  in  by  Chairman.) 

126.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  disposal  of  Green  and  Sea  Point. — Plan  by  0. 
Dunseombe. 

(Put  in  by  Chairman.) 

127.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  disposal  of  Southern  Suburbs  of  Cape  Peninsula. — Plan 
by  C.  Dunseombe. 

(Put  in  by  Chairman.) 

128.  Simonstown. — Census  (1902)  Return. 

(Put  in  by  Statistical  Registrar.) 

129.  Simonstown. —  Correspondence  relative  to  Water  Supply  and  Drainage. 

(Put  in  by  Rear-Admiral  Moore.) 

130.  Simonstown. — Financial  Statistics  of  Municipality  for  five  years,  1897-1901. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Simonstown.) 

131.  Simonstown. — Financial  Statement  of  Municipal  Affairs,  1897-1901. 
Receipts  and  Payments. 

(Put  in  by  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee.)  Appendix  A — A  (11). 

132.  Simonstown.  —Statement  of  Municipal  Loans. 

(Put  in  by  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee.)  Appendix  L — L  (9). 

133.  Simonstown. — Letter  enclosing  copy  of  Resolution  passed  by  Town  Council 
in  connection  with  proposal  that  Municipalities  should  take  over  Maintenance 
of  Divisional  and  Main  Roads  within  their  respective  areas. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Simonstown.) 

134.  Simonstown. — Mayor’s  Minu+e  for  the  year  1901. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Simonstown.) 

135.  Simonstown  Reservoir. — Government  Report  relative  to. 

(Put  in  by  W.  Westhofen).  Appendix  G. 

136.  Slaughter  Houses  at  Maitland  and  Yzerplaat.  Letter  covering  Report  by 
Health  Officer. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Cape  Town.) 

137.  Slaughter  Houses. — Regulations  proposed  to  be  proclaimed  in  force  within 
the  limits  of  the  Cape  Division  outside  the  areas  controlled  by  any 
Municipality. 

(Put  in  by  Medical  <  'fficer  of  Health  for  the  Colony.) 

138.  Southern  Suburbs  Drainage  Board.  Report  on  a  Water  Supply,  made  by 
Mr.  W.  T.  Olive  on  23rd  March,  1897. 

(Put  in  by  Hon.  Colonial  Secretary.) 

139.  Steenbras  River. 

Drawing  No.  1. — Key  Plan  and  Longitudinal  Section. 

Drawing  No.  2. — Plan  of  Storage  Reservoir. 

Drawing  No.  3' — Plan  and  Section  of  Dam. 

Drawing  No.  4. —  Outline  Plan  of  Catchment  Area,  showing  Relation  of 
Reservoir  to  Farm  Boundaries. 

(Put  in  by  Mayor  of  Mowbray.) 
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140.  Steenbras  River  Farm. — Memorandum  supplementing  information  relative  to 

extent  of. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Roudebosch.) 

141.  Steenbras  River.  Letter  giving  information  with  regard  to  looality. 

(Put  in  by  W.  Spilhaus  ) 

142.  Steenbras  River. — Plan  of,  showing  Crown  Lands,  Kogel  Bay  Farms,  and 
Stanford’s  Farm. 

(Put  in  by  Mayor  of  Mowbray.) 

143.  Steenbras  River.  —Report  on  by  Mr.  Moore  Wilson. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Rondebosoh.) 

144.  Steenbras  River  Water  Supply  Scheme.  Report  on  by  Mr.  Thos.  Stewart. 

(Put  in  by  Mayor  of  Mowbray.)  Appendiv  C. 

145.  Suburban  Drainage  Board. — Draft  of  Bill  providing  for  the  creation  of. 

(Put  in  by  H.  Beard.) 

146.  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks. — Certain  Arbitration  Papers,  1899. 

(Put  in  by  E.  H  Heath.) 

147.  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks. — Attorney’s  Opinion  upon  Proprietorship 
of  Mains  used  to  supply  Water  to  the  four  Municipalities  concerned. 

(Put  in  by  Secretary  of  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks.) 

148.  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks. — Copy  of  Municipal  Guarantee  to 
Standard  Bank  for  sum  of  £300,000. 

(Put  in  by  Secretary  of  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks.) 

149.  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks. — Counsel’s  Opinion  on  withdrawal  of 
Municipalities  from  joint  arrangement. 

(Putin  by  Secretary  of  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks.) 

150.  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks. — Gauging  of  the  Albiou  Spring. 

(Put  in  by  Secretary  of  Suburbau  Municipal  Waterworks.) 

151.  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks. — List  of  Members  of  Joint  Committee. 

(Put  iu  by  Secretary  to  Joint  Committee.) 

152.  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks. — Report  on  Spriugs  belonging  to  the  Cape 
Town  District  Waterworks  Company  for  the  years  1893-1899. 

(Put  iu  by  Mayor  of  Woodstock.) 

153.  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks. — Resolution  of  Committee  of  Management 
relative  to  the  personnel  of  the  Commission. 

(Put  in  by  Secretary  of  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks.) 

154.  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  Returns  for  years  1893-94,  1894,  1895, 
1895-96,  and  1899.  Maximum  and  Minimum  Gaugings. 

(Put  in  by  E.  H.  Heath.) 

155.  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks.  Statistical  Information  called  for  by 
Commission. 

(Put  in  by  Secretary  of  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks.) 

156.  Summary  of  Statements  of  Municipal  Loans  Raised,  Repaid,  and  Outstanding 
on  the  31st  December,  1901. 

(Put  in  by  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee.)  Appendix  L — L  (10). 

157.  Summary  of  Statements  of  Ordinary  Revenue  and  Expenditure  rendered  by 
the  Cape  Peninsula  Municipalities  and  Cape  Divisional  Council,  1897-1901, 
and  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  1900-1901. 

(Put  in  by  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee.)  Appendix  A. — A  (13.) 

158.  Summary  of  Statements  of  Ordinary  Revenue  aud  Expenditure  (exclusive  of 
Water  Supply  aud  Electric  Lighting)  rendered  by  the  Cape  Peninsula 
Municipalities  for  the  year  1901. 

(Put  in  by  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee.)  Appendix  A. — A  (14.) 

159.  Surveys  of  Sources  of  Water  Supply. —  Details  of  Cost  involved  and  Time 
required  to  undertake  Surveys  of  the  Orange  Kloof,  Constantia,  and 
Muizenburg  Mountain  Plateaus,  the  Palmiot  River,  and  the  Twenty-Four 
Rivers  localities  as  possible  sources  of  Water  supply  for  the  Cape  Peninsula. 

(Put  in  by  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works.) 

160.  Surveys  of  Sources  of  Water  Supply. — Two  Reports  upon  Public  Works 
Department  proi^osals. 

(Put  in  by  T.  Stewart.) 

161.  Surveys  of  Sources  of  Water  Supply,  Orange  Kloof,  Palmiet  River,  Oliphant's 
Hoek,  aud  Twenty-Four  Rivers  localities. — Government  not  prepared  to 
defray  proposed  outlay. 

(Put  in  by  Under  Colonial  Secretary.)  Appendix  K. 

162.  Sydney. — Birdseye  View  of  Harbour. 

(Put  in  by  W.  Craig.) 
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163.  Sydney. — Extraot  from  Sydney  Morning  Herald ,  entitled  “The  Greater 
Sydney  Movement.” 

(Put  in  by  H.  V.  O’Meagher.) 

164.  Sydney. — Map  of,  with  Suburbs. 

(Put  in  by  W.  Craig.) 

165.  Sydney. — Report  on  the  Interception  and  Disposal  of  the  Drainage  of, 
June,  1877. 

(Put  in  by  W.  Craig.) 

166.  Sydney. — Report  upon  Public  Abattoirs,  September,  1900. 

(Put  in  by  W.  Craig.) 

167.  Sydney. — Twelfth  Report  of  the  Board  of  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage, 

June,  1900. 

(Put  in  by  W.  Craig.) 

168.  Table  Bay  Currents. — Letter  relative  to. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Cape  Town.) 

169.  Table  Mountain.  —  Letter  relative  to  area  under  Cape  Town  Municipal  control. 

(Put  iu  by  Town  Engineer,  Cape  Town.) 

170.  Table  Mountain. — Map  of. 

(Put  in  by  Acting  Surveyor-General.) 

171.  Table  Mountain. — Rainfall  Statistics. 

(Put  in  by  Secretary  of  Meteorological  Commission.)  Appendix  H. 

172.  Table  Mountain.  —  Report  upon  Reservoirs,  with  Appendices  showing  yearly 
Rainfall  on  Mountain. 

(Put  in  by  T.  Stewait.) 

173.  Table  Mountain. — Rough  Sketch  of  Summit,  showing  rain-gauge  localities. 

(Put  in  by  Secretary  of  Meteorological  Commission.)  Appendix  H. 

174.  Table  Mountain  Survey  for  Water  Supply  purposes.  Hydraulic  Engineer’s 

Plan,  1891. 

(Put  in  by  Chairman.) 

175.  Table  Mountain  Water.  Two  Analyses  of. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Cape  Town.) 

176.  Twenty-Four  Rivers.  Letter  giving  further  information  relative  to  as  source 
of  Water  Supply. 

(Put  in  by  W.  Westhofen.)  Appendix  J. 

177.  Twenty-Four  Rivers.  Letter  relative  to  variance  between  evidence  of  W. 
Westhofen  and  R.  Bromley  as  to  value  of  as  source  of  Water  Supply  for 
Cape  Peninsula. 

(Put  in  by  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works.) 

178.  Twenty-Four  Rivers.  Map  of. 

(Put  in  by  Acting  Surveyor-General.) 

179.  Twenty- Four  Rivers.  Mr.  T.  Bain’s  R sport  on  as  source  of  Water  Supply 
for  Cape  Peninsula. 

(Put  in  by  Chairman.) 

180.  JJlca  Latissima  as  a  Foreshore  Nuisance.  Pamphlet  on. 

(Put  in  by  H.  H.  Greenhill.) 

181.  Ulva  Latissima  as  a  Foreshore  Nuisance.  Report  on. 

(Put  in  by  Professor  Ma  cOwan).  Appendix  I. 

182.  Ulva  Latissima  as  a  Foreshore  Nuisance.  Report  on. 

(Put  in  by  Professor  Gilchrist).  Appendix  I. 

183.  Valuations  of  Property.  Correspondence  relative  to. 

(Put  in  by  Capt.  C.  H.  Jackson.) 

184.  Voters’  List  for  Cape  Division. 

(Put  in  by  Secretary  of  Di  visional  Council.) 

185.  Wimmer’s  Hoek  River,  Map  of. 

(Put  in  by  Acting  Survey  or- General.) 

186.  Witte  River,  Map  of. 

(Put  in  by  Acting  Survey  or- General.) 

187.  Woodstock. — Census  (1902)  Return. 

(Put  in  by  Statistical  Registrar.) 

188.  Woodstock. — Financial  Statistics  of  Municipality  for  five  years  (1897-1901). 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Woodstock.) 

189.  Woodstock. — Financial  Statement  of  Municipal  Affairs  (1897-1901).  Re¬ 
ceipts  and  Payments. 

(Put  in  by  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee.)  Appendix  A — A  (3.) 

190.  Woodstock. — Statement  of  Municipal  Loans. 

(Put  in  by  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee.)  Appendix  L — L  (3.) 

191.  Woodstock. — History  of  addition  of  portion  of  Maitland  to  Woodstock  area, 
forming  Woodstock  No.  1  and  Woodstock  No.  2. 

(Put  iu  by  Town  Clerk,  Woodstook.) 
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192.  Woodstock. — Letter  expressing  surprise  of  Council  at  excessive  estimate 
given  by  Mr.  Thos.  Stewart  before  the  Commission  in  regard  to  cost  of 
scheme  for  Cape  Peninsula  Water  Supply. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Woodstock.) 

193.  Woodstock. — Letter  relative  to  evidence  given  by  Dr.  Stoney  as  affecting  the 
Plague  administration  of  W oodstock. 

(Putin  by  Town  Clerk,  Woodstock.) 

194.  Woodstock. — Precis  of  Correspondence  with  other  Municipalities  on  proposed 
Drainage  scheme. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Woodstock.) 

195.  Woodstook.—  Valuation  of  Property  in  Woodstock  No.  1  and  Woodstock 
No.  2. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Woodstock.) 

196.  Woodstock. — Water  Supply  Return. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Woodstock.) 

197.  Wynberg. — Authority  to  Public  Works  Department  Officers  to  surve\ 
Orange  Kloof  Watershed. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Wynberg.) 

198.  Wynberg. — Census  (1902)  Return. 

(Put  in  by  Statistical  Registrar.) 

199.  Wynberg. — Counsel’s  Opinion  given  to  Municipality  re  Valuations. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Wynberg.) 

200.  Wynberg. — Financial  Statistics  of  Municipality  for  five  years  1897-1901. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Wynberg.) 

201.  Wynberg. — Financial  Statement  of  Municipal  Affairs,  1897-1901.  Receipfs 
and  Payments. 

(Put  in  by  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee.)  Appendix  A — A  (9.) 

202.  Wynberg. — Statement  of  Municipal  Loans. 

(Put  in  by  Financial  Returns  Sub  Committee.)  Appendix  L—L  (7.) 

203.  Wynberg. — Letter  from  Government  relative  to  Sewerage  Plans. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Wynberg.) 

204.  Wynberg. — Letter  from  Council  suggesting  desirability  of  compulsory  pay¬ 
ments  of  Municipal  rates  on  properties  before  transfer. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Wynberg.) 

205.  Wynberg. — Memoranda  supplementing  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Vollmer. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Wynberg.) 

206.  Wynberg. — Military  and  Railway  Department.  Charge  to  for  water. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Wynberg  ) 

207.  Wynberg. — Number  of  Water  Meters  in  Use. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Wynberg.) 

208.  Wynberg. —Return  of  Houses  unconnected  with  Water. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Wynberg.) 

209.  Wynberg. — Valuation  Court  Powers.  Counsel’s  Opinion. 

(Put  in  by  Town  Clerk,  Wynberg.) 


CAPE  PENINSULA  COMMISSION. 


MINUTES  OF  PROCEEDINGS, 


First  Meeting  held  in  No.  19  Committee  Room,  House  of  Assembly,  on  Monday, 

the  17th  March,  at  1015  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisskt  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Lawrence. 

„  Anderson.  „  Stewart. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

The  Chairman  informed  the  Members  ef  the  Commission  that,  although  they  had 
not  yet  received  their  formal  Commissions,  he  had  been  empowered  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  to  convene  a  meeting  at  as  early  a  date  as  he  deemed  advisable 

The  Secretary  than  read  Government  Notice  No.  190,  dated  13th  March,  1902, 
naming  the  members  of  the  Commission  and  detailing  the  nature  of  the  duties 
entrust'  d  to  it. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 

Resolved, — That  the  Commission  meet  daily  except  Saturdays,  at  10  in  the  morning, 
unless  at  any  Meeting  some  other  arrangement  in  respect  to  the  day  or  hour  of 
Meeting  be  made. 

Resolved, — That  a  notice  be  inserted  in  the  local  daily  papers  intimating  that 
the  Commission  had  commenced  its  sittings  and  inviting  all  Public  Bodies  in  the  Cape 
Division  to  submit  evidence  on  the  points  enumerated  in  Government  Notice  No.  190, 
and  reqiusUng  suea  Public  Bodies  to  communicate  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commission 
the  names  of  witnesses  and  the  subjects  on  which  they  would  be  prepared  to  give 
evidence. 

Resolved, — That  the  general  public  be  similarly  notified  by  advertisement  in  the 
press. 

Resolved, — That  the  evidence  of  each  witness  on  all  subjects  be  exhausted  as  far 
as  possible  when  he  appears,  but  that  such  evidence  be  divided  into  sections 
according  to  the  subjects  dealt  with. 

Resolved, — That  the  Secretary  write  to  all  the  Municipalities  in  the  Cape  Division 
with  the  exception  of  Cape  Town  asking  them  to  furnish,  as  soon  as  possible,  for  the 
information  of  the  Commission  : — 

(а)  Statement  of  receipts  and  payments  for  the  five  years  ended  31st 

December,  1901,  framed  under  Sections  96  and  97  of  Act  45  of  1882. 

(б)  Statement  framed  under  Section  99  of  the  said  Act  showing  the  financial 
position  of  the  Municipality  as  on  the  31st  December,  1901. 

( c )  Separate  accounts  under  Section  153  of  the  said  Act  for  each  loan 
incurred  and  its  expenditure  as  on  the  31st  December,  1901. 

The  following  Notices  of  Motion  were  given  : — 

Notices  ok  Motion. 

Mr.  Stewart. 

That  a  Circular  be  addressed  to  each  Municipality  calling  for  particulars  regard¬ 
ing  the  areas  of  the  various  Municipalities  and  their  boundaries ;  the  areas 
already  built  upon  ;  the  additional  areas  which  may  be  built  upon  hereafter  ; 
the  number  of  houses  within  the  limits  of  each  Municipality  ;  the  population 
within  each  Municipality  (suggesting  that  a  rough  census  be  taken) ;  and  the 
length  of  streets  within  each  Municipality  : — (a)  Under  control  of  Muni¬ 
cipality,  ( b )  Under  control  of  Divisional  Council,  (c)  Still  under  private 
control. 

Dr.  Gregory. 

That  the  Government  be  requested  to  obtain  through  the  Police  or  other  meano 
for  the  information  of  the  Commission  a  rough  census  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Cape  Peninsula  recording  the  following  particulars  : — (a)  name,  ( b )  sex, 
(c)  race,  (d)  age,  (e)  residence,  (f)  area. 

[G.  21—1902.] 
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The  Chairman  laid  upon  the  table  the  f  ollowing  Reports  and  Papers  : — 


Report  upon  the  Sanitary  state  of  Cape  Town,  June 
Report  upon  the  Woodstock  Water  Supply  Bill 
Second  Report  upon  the  Woodstook  Water  Supply  Bill 
Report  upon  the  Liesbeek  Municipal  Water  Supply  Bill 


1857 

1889 

1889 

1886 

1859 


Do. 

do. 

do. 

1879 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1881 

Do. 

do. 

Municipal  Acts  Amendment  Bill  .  . 

1882 

Do. 

do. 

do.  do. 

1885 

Do. 

do. 

do.  do. 

1890 

Do. 

do. 

do.  do. 

1892 

Report  upon  the  Cape  Town  Municipal  Bill .  .  .  .  .  .  1893 

Report  upon  the  Cape  Town  and  Green  Point  Water 

Supply  Bill  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1859 

Report  upon  the  Cape  Town  and  Wynberg  Water  Supply 

Bill  . 1887 


Report  upon  the  Claremont  and  Woodstook  Water  Supply 

Bill  . 1898 

Report  of  Mr.  C.  Dunscombe,  M.A.,  M.I.C.E.,  upon  the 

sewerage  of  Cape  Town  and  the  disposal  of  its  sewage  1891 
Report  of  Mr.  C.  Dunscombe,  M.A.,  M.I.C.E.,  upon  the 
sewerage  of  the  suburbs  of  the  City  of  Cape  Town,  and 
the  disposal  of  their  sewage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1891 

The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  the  following  papers,  received  from  the  Town 
Clerk  of  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  : — 

Mayors’  Minutes  for  the  years  1894  to  1901  inclusive. 

Copy  of  Agenda  for  a  Meeting  of  the  Cape  Town  Council  held  on  27th 
February,  1902. 

The  Secretary  also  laid  upon  the  table  copies  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Aot, 
1897. 


Mr.  Stewart  asked  that  the  last  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  London 
Water  Supply,  1899,  and  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  disposal  be 
procured  for  reference. 

Resolved, — That  if  such  reports  were  not  procurable  locally,  they  should  be 
obtained  from  London. 

Resolved, — That  the  Secretary  address  a  communication  to  the  Honourable  the 
Colonial  Secretary  pointing  out  that  “  Durbanville  ”  was  not  included  iu  the  list  of 
Municipals  ies  named  in  the  notice  appointing  the  Commission. 

Tne  Commission  adjourned  until  Thursday,  the  20th  March,  at  10  a.m. 


SECOND  MEETING. 


Thursday,  20 l/i  March ,  1902,  10  a.m. 


Present  : 


Dr.  Gregory. 
Mr.  Buk\  y. 

„  Stewart. 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry,  (Ch?irman. 


Dr.  Anderson. 
Mr.  Lawrence. 

„  De  Yilliers. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Certain  correspondence  relative  to  the  constitution  of  the  Commission  handed 
to  the  Commission  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Letters  from  Mr.  E.  H.  Heath  and  Mr.  H.  V.  O’ Meagher  offering  their  services  to 
the  Commission  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks,  Rondebosch, 
forwarding  a  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Management  to  the  effnct  that  the  Com¬ 
mittee  was  of  opinion  that  no  officer  or  person  in  any  way  connected  with  any 
Municipality  in  the  Peninsula  should  be  on  the  Commission,  was  read. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  inform  the  writer  that  the  Government  was 
responsible  for  the  constitution  of  the  Commission. 

Resolved, — that  the  press  do  publish  no  correspondence  produced  at  meetings  of 
the  Commission  unless  such  correspondence  be  handed  to  reporters  for  their  use  by  the 
Secretary. 

Returns  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure  from  the  Municipalities  of  Green  and  Sea 
Point  and  Mowbray  were  laid  upon  the  table,  as  also  was  a  Return  from  the  Cape 
Divisional  Council  enclosing  a  statement  of  General  Valuations  and  of  boundaries  of 
Field-oometcies. 


Ill 


The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  copies  of  the  following  Acts  and  Proclamations 
constituting  the  undermentioned  Village  Management  Boards  and  Municipalities: 

Act  14  of  1859,  Green  and  Sea  Point  Municipality. 

Proclamation  125  of  1882,  Maitland  Village  Management  Board. 
Proclamation  97  of  1883,  Liesbeek  Municipality. 

(Diep  River  to  Mowbray  inclusive.) 
Proclamation  98  of  1883,  Woodstock  Municipality. 

Proclamation  1  i  5  of  1886, Rondebosch,  Claremont  and  Wynberg Municipalities. 
Proclamation  228  of  1890,  Mowbray  Municipality. 

Proclamation  97  of  1891,  Kalk  Bay  Village  Management  Board. 
Proclamation  186  of  1895.  Kalk  Bay  Municipality. 

Proclamation  2  of  1897,  Woodstock  Municipality. 

(Alteration  of  Boundaries.) 
Proclamation  312  of  1897,  Durbanville  Village  Management  Board. 
Proclamation  173  of  1901,  Durbanville  Municipality. 

Proclamation  15  of  19 J2,  Maitland  Municipality. 

The  Secretary  also  laid  upon  the  table  copies  of  the  following  Proclamations 
defining  the  Boundaries  of  the  several  Field-cornetcies  in  the  undermentioned 
Divisions : 

Proclamation  153  of  1880,  Simonstown. 

Proclamation  265  of  1890,  Cape. 

The  Chairman  read  a  copy  of  instructions  received  from  the  Colonial  Secretary  for 
the  guidance  of  the  Commission. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 

Mr.  Stewart  proposed  and  Dr.  Anderson  seconded : — 

“  That  all  evidence  tendered  to  the  Commission  shall  be  given  in  public.” 

Carried  by  majority  of  4  votes  .to  3. 

Mr.  Gurney  thereupon  gave  the  following  Notice  of  Motion  : — 

“  That,  while  desirous  as  far  as  possible  that  the  evidence  given  to  this  Commission 
shall  be  given  in  public,  the  Motion  passed  on  the  20th  instant  be  rescinded, 
in  order  to  leave  the  Commission  at  liberty  to  deal  with  any  special  case, 
should  such  hereafter  arise.” 

Mr.  De  Villiers  gave  the  following  Notice  of  Motion  : — 

“  That  public  bodies  may  at  the  discretion  of  the  Commission  be  represented  by 
Counsel.” 

Mr.  Stewart  moved,  in  accordance  with  Notice  given  at  the  previous  meeting  : — 

“  That  a  Circular  be  addressed  to  each  Municipality  calling  for  particulars 
regarding  the  areas  of  the  various  Municipalities  and  their  boundaries ;  the 
areas  built  upon  and  in  process  of  being  built  upon  ;  the  additional  areas 
which  may  be  built  upon  hereafter  ;  the  number  of  houses  within  the  limits 
of  each  Municipality  ;  the  population  within  each  Municipality  (suggesting 
that  a  rough  census  he  taken  i  ;  and  the  length  of  streets  within  each  Munici¬ 
pality  : — (a)  under  control  of  Municipality,  ( b )  under  control  of  Divisional 
Council,  [c)  still  under  private  control.” 

Mr.  La'wrence  seconded  the  motion. 

Dr.  Gregory  withdrew  the  Notice  of  Motion  given  at  the  previous  meeting  by 
him,  and  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  above  motion  that  all  the  words  after 
“  Municipality  ”  on  line  5  be  omitted,  and  the  following  added  to  the  m<  tion  : — 

“  That  the  Government  be  requested  to  obtain  through  the  Police  or  other  means 
for  the  information  of  the  Commission  a  rough  census  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Cape  Peninsula,  recording  the  following  particulars  : — 

(a)  Name, 

(b)  Residence  or  address, 

(c)  Sex, 

(■ d )  Race, 

(e)  Adult  or  child.” 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Gurney  and  carried. 

Mr.  Stewart  proposed  that  a  Sub-Committee  be  appointed  to  draft  a 
statement  of  items  of  information  required  to  be  procured  from  public  bodies. 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Gurney  and  carried. 

Resolved, — That  such  Sub-Committee  consist  of  Dr.  Gregory  and  Mr.  Gurney. 
Resolved,-  That  the  Acting  Surveyor-General’s  evidence  be  taken  at  11'15  a.m. 
on  Monday,  the  24th  March. 

The  Commission  adjourned  until  1 1  o’clock  on  Friday,  the  21st  March. 

1  B 


IV 


THIRD  MEETING. 

Frida;/.  21, s/  March,  1902,  11  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 

Mr.  De  Yilliers. 


Mr.  Gurney. 

,  „  Lawrence. 
„  Stewart. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Statistical  Returns  from  several  Municipalities,  received  from  the  Registrar  of 
Statistics  for  the  Colony,  were  handed  in. 

Returns  of  Revenue,  Expenditure,  &c.,  received  from  the  Woodstock  Municipality 
aud  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks,  Rondebosch,  were  also  placed  upon  the  table. 

Letter  from  Mr.  J.  Churohman,  on  behalf  of  the  Pyrojim  Syndicate  of  London, 
relative  to  the  conversion  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse  into  fuel,  was  read  and  ordered 
to  be  recorded. 

Mr.  Gurney  asked  permission  to  abandon  the  Notice  of  Motion  given  by  him  at 
the  previous  meeting,  and  to  substitute  the  following  proviso  to  the  resolution  then 
carried  : — 

“  Provided,  however,  that  the  Commission  may,  on  motion  made  by  any  member, 
resolve  either  to  deliberate  or  to  take  evidence  in  any  special  case  in  camera .” 

Carried  by  4  votes  to  2. 

Mr.  De  Yilliers  proposed  : — 

“  That  Public  Bodies  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Commission,  be  represented  by 
Counsel.  ” 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Lawrence. 

Resolved, — That  this  matter  stand  over  for  further  discussion. 

Mr.  Stewart  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  points  upon  which  evidence  should  be  elicited  from  Public  Bodies,  and  moved  that 
the  Report  of  the  Sub-Committee  be  adopted. 

Dr.  Gregory  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried  unanimously. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 

Resolved,— That  copies  of  all  Returns  from  Local  Authorities  and  other 
bodies,  asked  for  by  the  Commission,  be  made  and  supplied  to  Members  as  soon  as 
practicable  after  receipt  by  the  Secretary ;  and  that  as  soon  as  the  Returns  were 
complete  an  abstract  in  tabular  form  be  made  for  the  use  of  members. 

R- solved, — That  application  be  made  to  the  Minister  for  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
placed  in  the  Standard  Bank  for  the  purposes  of  the  Commission. 

Resolved, — That  members  be  furnished  the  day  before  a  meeting  with  a  precis  of 
the  evidence  to  be  given  by  witnesses  at  such  meeting. 

The  Commission  adjourned  until  Monday,  the  24th  March,  at  11  a.m. 


FOURTH  MEETING. 

Monday ,  24 tli  March ,  1902,  11  a.m.. 
Held  in  No.  18  Committee  Room. 


Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  De  Yilliers. 


Mr.  Gurney. 

,,  Stewart. 

„  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  J.  Hanau  of  Wynberg,  offering  to  give  evidence  before 
the  Commission. 

Resolved, — To  thank  Mr.  Hanau  for  his  offer,  which  the  Commission  would 
be  pleased  to  avail  itself  of  later  on. 

Letter  read  from  the  Ratepayers’  Association  of  Observatory,  Mowbray  and 
Rosebank,  stating  that  Mr.  Hartley  had  been  deputed  to  give  evidence  on  behalf  of  the 
Association  before  the  Commission. 

Resolved, — To  ask  Mr.  Hartley  to  hand  in  a  written  statement  of  his  views  if 
convenient,  and  to  take  his  verbal  evidence  if  practicable  after  his  retnrn  from 
Europe. 

Rondebosch  Municipality  Returns  from  the  Registrar  of  Statistics  were  laid  upon 
the  table. 
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Letter  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  intimating  that  a  sum  of  money 
would  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Commission  by  the  Prime  Minister’s  Department, 
read  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Captain  Jurisch,  Acting  Surveyor-General,  appeared  and  gave  evidence. 

Resolved  that  the  Commission  adjourn  until  Thursday,  the  10th  April,  at  11  a.m. 


fifth  meeting. 


Thursday,  10 th  April,  1902,  11  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  De  Villiers. 


Mr.  Stewart 
,,  Gurney. 
„  Dyer. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  the  Maitland  Municipal  Return  called  for  by  the 
Commission. 

Reply  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  intimating  that  the  Municipality  of 
Durbanville  was  not  included  in  the  scope  of  the  Commission’s  enquiry,  read  and 
ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Correspondence  with  the  Colonial  Secretary’s  Office,  making  necessary  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  expeditious  printing  of  the  evidence  given  before  the  Commission,  was 
read  and  ordered  to  be  recorded 

Correspondence  received  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  relative  to  inferior 
and  unsanitary  buildings  erected  at  Retreat  and  vicinity,  was  read,  and  ordered  ho  be 
laid  upon  the  table  for  future  consideration. 

Letter  from  the  Rear-Admiral  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Naval  Forces, 
Simonstown.  in  reply  to  an  enquiry  whether  he  would  be  prepared  to  give  evidence 
before  the  Commission  in  regard  to  Municipal  affairs  at  Simonstown  in  so  far  as  they 
affected  His  Majesty’s  Naval  forces  thereat,  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the 
table  for  future  consideration. 

Letter  from  Messieurs  Silberbauer,  Wahl  &  Fuller,  relative  to  the  wish  of  the 
Cape  Marine  Suburbs,  Limited,  to  be  represented  before  the  Commission 
with  regard  to  the  question  of  how  Camps  Bay  is  to  be  dealt  with,  was  read  and  left 
open  for  future  consideration. 

An  application  from  the  Mowbray  Municipalit}',  asking  for  some  special  allowance 
for  extra  work  in  making  out  returns  for  the  Commission,  was  read. 

Resolved, — To  inform  the  Municipality  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commission  no 
such  claim  could  be  entertained,  as  the  work  being  performed  by  the  Commission  was 
in  the  interests  of  the  Municipalities  generally. 

Mr.  Gurney  handed  in  a  return  showing  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Cape 
Divisional  Council  during  the  last  five  years,  audited  by  the  Controller  and  Auditor- 
General. 

Returns  from  Green  and  Sea  Point,  Mowbray  and  Maitland  Municipalities  were 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Resolved, — That  a  Sub-Committee,  consisting  of  Dr.  Gregory  and  the  mover,  be 
appointed  to  prepare  abstracts  or  decide  upon  what  returns  shall  be  multigraphed  for 
the  use  of  members  of  the  Commission. 

Resolved, — That  the  Sub-Committee  be  authorised  to  engage  such  clerical  assistance 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  preparation  of  abstracts  and  for  the  multigraphing  of 
returns. 

Captain  Jurisch,  Acting  Surveyor-General,  appeared  at  1T30  a.m.,  and  gave 
further  evidence. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Hammersley-Heenan,  General  Manager  of  the  Table  Bay  Harbour 
Board,  appeared  at  11  '50  a.m.,  and  gave  evidence. 


VI 


SIXTH  MEETING. 


Frida;/,  11  th  April,  1902,  10' 15  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  De  Yilliers. 


Mr.  Stewart. 
„  Gurney. 
„  Dyer. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

An  application  from  the  Wynberg  Municipality  for  the  payment  of  cost  of  clerical 
assistance  engaged  to  make  out  the  returns  required  by  the  Commission  was  read. 

Resolved, — To  reply  in  terms  of  the  deoision  arrived  at  at  the  previous  meeting. 

Mr.  Advocate  De  Yilliers  ]  roposed  :  — 

“  That  public  bodies  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Commission,  be  represented  by 
counsel,  being  Advocates  of  the  Supreme  Court  or  Parliamentary  Agents ; 
that  such  counsel  may  examine  and  cross-examine  witnesses  through  and  by 
leave  of  the  Chairman  ;  and  that  such  counsel  may  address  the  Commission 
on  such  points  as  the  Commission  may  think  desirable.” 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Dyer,  and  carried. 

Resolved, — That  a  copy  of  the  resolution  be  sent  to  Messieurs  Silberbauer,  Wahl  and 
Fuller  in  reply  to  their  letter  of  the  9th  instant ;  and  also  that  copies  of  the  same  be 
furnished  to  the  Press  for  the  information  of  the  general  public. 

Messrs.  Samuel  Tonkin  (Mayor),  Andrew  Barnett  Reid  and  George  William 
Tearnan,  representatives  of  the  Mowbray  Municipality,  appeared  and  gave  evidence  at 
11  a.m. 

The  Commission  adjourned  at  1  p.m. 


SEVENTH  MEETING. 


Mondap,  14 th  April,  1902,  10T5  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  De  Yilliers. 


Mr.  Stewart. 
„  Gurney. 

„  Dyer. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  the  Woodstock,  Kalk  Bay  and  Claremont 
Municipal  Returns,  which  had  been  called  for  by  the  Commission. 

I  rSLEL;  Resolved, — That  abstracts  of  Municipal  Returns  as  soon  as  prepared  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  members  of  the  Commission. 

The  examination  of  the  representatives  of  the  Mowbray  Municipality,  Messrs.  S. 
Tonkin  (Mayor)  A.  B.  Reid  and  G.  W.  Tearnan,  was  resumed  at  10-20  a.m. 


EIGHTH  MEETING. 
Tuesday,  15 th  April,  1902,  10-30  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Gurnet. 

,,  Dyer. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Dr.  Gregory  laid  upon  the  table  three  copies  each  of  two  Reports,  the  one  being 
an  interim  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  appointed  in  1898  to  enquire  and  report 
what  methods  of  treating  and  disposing  of  sewage  might  properly  be  adopted ;  and  the 
other  being  a  Report  on  the  bacterial  method  of  sewage  purification  by  Dr.  George 
Turner,  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Cape  Colony. 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  De  Yilliers. 
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Resolved, — That  the  Woodstock  Council  be  requested  to  render  an  amended  Return 
of  Revenue  and  Expenditure  for  1901,  computed  on  a  cash  basis  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  returns  for  the  previous  four  years. 

Mr.  T.  J.  A.  Louw  (Chairman)  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Rouse  (Secretary),  representing 
the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks,  then  appeared  aud  gave  evidence  at  11  a.m. 


NINTH  MEETING. 
Wednesday,  1 6th  April,  1902,  10’15  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  Dk  Villiers. 
,,  Stewart. 


Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Dyer. 

,,  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  printed  abstracts  of  the  financial  transactions  of 
the  Mowbray  Municipality  during  the  last  five  years. 

The  examination  of  the  representatives  of  the  Mowbray  Municipality,  Messrs.  S. 
Tonkin  (Mayor),  A.  B.  Reid  and  G.  W.  Teaman  was  resumed  at  10‘20  a.m. 


TENTH  MEETING. 

Thursday,  Ylth  April,  1902,  10T5  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

,,  Anderson. 
Mr.  De  Villiers. 
,,  Gurney. 


Mr.  Stewart. 

,,  Dyer. 

,,  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  printed  abstracts  of  the  financial  transactions  of 
the  Cape  Divisional  Counoil  during  the  last  five  years. 

Letter  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Cape  Town,  covering  a  report  from  the  Health 
Officer  relative  to  an  inspection  of  certain  slaughter  houses  at  Maitland  and  Yzerplaat, 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 

Mr.  Stewart  indicated  the  following  as  possible  sources  of  water  supply  : — 

Steenbras  River,  Palmiet  River,  Head  of  the  Zonder  End  River,  Du  Toit’s  Kloof, 
Witte  River,  Breele  River,  Tulbagh  Kloif,  Berg  River  and  Oliphant’s  Hoek. 

The  examination  of  Mr  Louw  (Chairman)  and  Mr.  Rouse  (Secretary)  of  the 
Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  was  resumed  at  11  a.m. 


ELEVENTH  MEETING. 


Friday,  18M  April,  1902,  10T5  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

,,  Anderson. 
Mr.  Dk  Villiers. 
„  Gurney. 


Mr.  Stewart. 

,,  Dyer. 

„  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  from  the  General  Manager  of  Railways,  containing  tables  of  information 
relative  to  water  supply  called  for  by  the  Commission,  was  read. 

Referred  to  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee  for  disposal. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks,  giving 
certain  information  supplementing  that  given  by  Mr.  Louw  on  the  previous  day,  was 
read. 

^  Resolved, — To  insert  the  additional  information  as  a  footnote  to  the  Minutes 
of  Evidence  of  the  17th  instant. 

Mi'.  Edward  Henry  Heath,  lately  the  Secretary  of  the  Suburban  Municipal 
Waterworks,  gave  evidence  at  10'30  a.m. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 

The  Chairman  laid  on  the  table  a  copy  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Bain’s  report  on 
the  Twenty  Four  Rivers  locality  as  a  source  of  water  supply,  extracted  from  a 
Select  Committee  Report  on  Cape  Town  Sanitation,  1888. 


TWELFTH  MEETING. 

Monday ,  21  st  April ,  1902,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  De  Villikrs. 
,,  Gurney. 


Mr.  Dyer. 

„  Stewart. 

,,  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  the  following  Returns  : 

(1)  Printed  abstracts  of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Claremont  Municipality 
during  the  last  five  years. 

(2)  Railway  Water  Supplies,  furnished  by  the  General  Manager  of  Railways. 

(3)  Water  Supply  Return  received  from  the  Woodstock  Municipality. 

Returns  and  copies  of  Mayor’s  Minute  for  the  year  1901  received  from  the 

Simonstown  Municipality  were  handed  in,  and  the  Town  Clerk  reported  that  Mr. 
F.  H.  S.  Hugo  was  the  representative  appointed  by  the  Council  to  give  evidence 
before  the  Commission. 

The  following  Returns  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Suburban  Municipal 
Waterworks  were  handed  in  : 

(1)  Balance  Sheet  for  the  six  months  ended  31st  December,  1900. 

(2)  Balance  Sheet  for  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1901. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Woodstock  Municipality,  requesting  that  the 
returns  sent  in  by  him  might  be  amended  as  regards  certain  particulars,  was  referred 
to  the  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee. 

Further  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Water¬ 
works  relative  to  the  gauging  of  the  Albion  Spring  was  read  and  ordered  to  be 
recorded. 

Letter  from  Mr.  E.  H.  Heath,  supplying  further  information  relative  to  the 
Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks,  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

L.etter  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Cape  Town,  relative  to  the  currents  in  Table  Bay, 
was  read,  and  was  ordered  to  stand  over  for  future  consideration. 

Mr.  Hugh  Donnan  (representative)  and  Mr.  David  Walker  (Town  Clerk)  of  the 
Claremont  Municipality,  gave  evidence  at  10'20  a.m. 


THIRTEENTH  MEETING. 

Tuesday ,  22nd  April ,  1902,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  De  Villiers. 
„  Gurney. 


Mr.  Dyer. 

„  Stewart. 

„  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  tabulated  information  rendered  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion  by  the  Claremont  Municipal  Council. 


IX 


Letter  from  the  Honorary  Secretary  to  the  Constantia  Fruit  Growers’  Association, 
requesting  that  the  evidence  might  be  heard  of  three  gentlemen  named  therein,  was 
read ;  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  reply  to  the  effect  that  the  Commission 
wculd  be  pleased  to  take  their  evidence  if  they  would  first  indicate  the  particular  points 
apon  which  they  wished  to  speak. 

Letter  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Colony  was  put  in,  enclosing 
copy  of  regulations  relating  to  Slaughter-houses,  which  the  Governor  had  notified 
it  to  be  his  intention  to  proclaim  in  force  within  the  limits  of  the  Cape  Division  outside 
the  areas  controlled  by  any  Municipality. 

Return  from  the  General  Manager  of  the  Harbour  Board,  showing  the  quantity 
of  water  consumed  per  head  in  the  Docks,  was  put  in. 

Resolved, — That  the  information  be  published  as  an  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the 
Commission. 

The  Rondebosch  Municipal  Returns  called  for  by  the  Commission  were  handed  in, 
but  being  incomplete,  were  referred  back  to  the  Town  Clerk  of  Rondebosch. 

Mr.  T.  R  Price,  C.M.G  ,  General  Manager  of  Railways,  gave  evidence  at  1015 
a.m.,  and  the  examination  of  Mr.  Donnan  (representative  Councillor)  and  Mr.  Walker 
(Town  Clerk)  of  the  Claremont  Municipality,  was  resumed  at  11T5  a.m. 


FOURTEENTH  MEETING. 


Wednesday,  23 rd  April ,  1902, 10  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  De  Villiers. 
„  Gurney. 


Mr.  Dyer. 

„  Stewart. 

„  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  from  the  Woodstock  Municipality  was  read  naming  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr. 
Behr  as  the  Council’s  witnesses. 

Resolved, — That  their  evidence  be  taken  on  the  following  day. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks,  forwarding 
Attorney’s  opinion  upon  the  proprietorship  of  the  mains  used  to  supply  water  to  the 
four  Municipalities,  read  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Messieurs  Starke  (a  member)  and  Van  der  Westhuizen  (Secretary)  of  the  Cape 
Divisional  Council  gave  evidence  at  1CK0  a.m. 

Letter  from  Colonial  Secretary  relative  to  Divisional  Council  matters  read. 

Resolved  to  communicate  with  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  pointing  out  that  the 
delay  in  the  transmission  of  the  correspondence  necessitated  the  recalling  of  the 
Divisional  Council  witnesses. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 


FIFTEENTH  MEETING. 


Thursday ,  24 th  April,  1902,  10  a.m. 


Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  De  Villiers. 
„  Stewart. 


Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Dyer. 

„  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  the  following  papers : 

(1)  Tabulated  information  supplied  by  the  Town  Clerk,  Woodstock. 

(2)  Statement  of  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Cape  Divisional  Council  for  the 

half  year  ended  31st  December,  1901. 

(3)  Printed  abstracts  showing  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  Woodstock 
and  Kalk  Bay  Municipal  Councils. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Moore,  Mayor  of  the  Town  Council  of  Woodstock,  gave  evidence  at 
10- 15  a.m. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 

[G.  21  ~‘902.] 
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SIXTEENTH  MEETING. 


Friday,  25th  April,  1902,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  De  Yilliers. 
„  Lawrence. 


Mr.  Gurney. 
„  Stewart. 
„  Dyer. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  the  following  papers  : — 

(1)  Copy  of  Minutes  of  Meeting  of  Divisional  Council  re  Maintenance  of  Roads 
and  proposed  abolition  of  Counoil,  held  on  10th  April,  1902. 

(2)  Copy  of  resolutions  passed  at  a  Conference  of  Divisional  and  Municipal 
Council  Delegates  held  in  Cape  Town  on  5th  and  19th  December,  1901,  and 
23rd  January,  1902,  re  Main  and  Branch  Roads. 

Resolved, — To  have  printed,  as  an  annexure  to  the  Report  of  the  Commission, 
the  report  (handed  in  by  Mr.  Tonkin  on  the  14th  April,  1902),  made  by  Mr.  Stewart 
to  the  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  Municipalities  on  the  possibility  and  cost  of  obtaining 
water  from  the  Steenbras  River. 

Mr.  G.  C.  Behr,  representative  of  the  Municipality  of  Woodstock,  gave  evidenoe 
at  1015  a.m. 


SEVENTEENTH  MEETING: 


Monday,  28 th  April,  1902,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  De  Villiers. 


Mr.  Gurney. 
„  Stewart. 
„  Dyer. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  the  following  upon  the  table  : — 

(1)  A  map  of  the  Witte  River  locality,  prepared  in  the  office  of  the  Surveyor 
General. 

(2)  Copies  of  tabulated  information  relative  to  the  financial  position  of  the  Wood- 
stock  Municipality,  together  with  particulars  concerning  revenue  and 
expenditure  in  regard  to  Oliphant’s  Hoek  water  supply. 

(3)  Copies  of  Report  of  Town  Engineer,  Woodstock,  relative  to  the  Oliphant’s 
Hoek  Water  supply. 

(4)  Copies  of  summary  of  assets  and  liabilities  and  loan  accounts  of  the 

Green  And  Sea  Point  Municipality  to  31st  December,  1901  ;  and  copies  of 
tabulated  general  information  relative  to  the  Kalk  Bay  Municipality,  prepared 
by  the  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee. 

Letter  read  from  the  Kalk  Bay  Municipal  Council,  naming  delegates  appointed 
to  give  evidence  before  the  Commission. 

Memorandum  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Claremont,  detailing  views  concerning 
Local  Government,  was  put  in. 

Resolved, — That  copies  be  made  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  Commission. 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  Newey,  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works,  stating 
his  willingness  to  give  evidence  on  the  29th  April  and  drawing  attention  to  evidence 
given  by  certain  Public  Works  Department  officers  appearing  in  Blue  Book  “  C.l — 
1898”  Divisional  Councils. 

Two  Letters  from  the  General  Manager  of  Railways  were  read,  giving  further 
information  regarding  Railway  Water  Supply,  supplementing  his  evidence  given  on 
the  22nd  April. 

Resolved, — To  add  the  information  to  Mr.  Price’s  evidence. 

Mr.  Menmuir,  Town  Engineer  for  Woodstock,  gave  evidence  at  1020  am. 


XI 


EIGHTEENTH  MEETING. 


Tuesday ,  29th  April ,  1902,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  Stewart. 

,,  Lawrence. 


Mr.  Dyer. 

„  Gurney. 

„  De  Yilliers. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting'  were  read  aud  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  copies  of  a  memorandum  put  in  by  Mr.  D.  Walker, 
Town  Clerk,  Claremont,  detailing  views  on  Local  Government. 

Letter  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Cape  Town,  enquiring  what  evidence  the  Commission 
desired  Mr.  Rigby,  the  Town  Drainage  Engineer,  to  give,  was  read. 

Resolved, — To  reply  that  the  Commission  would  be  glad  if  Mr.  Rigby  could  give 
evidence  under  the  heads : — 1  ( a )  and  (e)  of  the  matters  detailed  in  the  Government 
Notice  appointing  the  Commission. 

Letter  from  Mr.  J.  H.  Beresford,  formerly  Town  Clerk,  Woodstock,  was  read. 
Resolved  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  letter  with  thanks. 

Letter  from  Mr.  W.  Spilhaus,  giving  certain  information  with  regard  to  the 
Steenbras  River  locality,  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dyer  :  Tha*  a  communication  be 
addressed  to  Mr.  T.  Stewart,  M.I.C.E.,  requesting  him  to  commit  to  writing,  for  the 
information  of  the  Commission,  the  extent  of  the  knowledge  in  his  possession  with 
regard  to  possible  sources  of  water  supply,  particularly  in  connection  with  the  sources 
mentioned  by  him  on  the  17th  April ;  and  intimating  that  the  Commission  would  like 
to  know  to  what  extent  Mr.  Stewart  would  be  prepared  to  give  evidence  in  respect  to 
such  sources.  Carried. 

Mr.  Moore  (Mayor)  and  Mr.  Behr  (Councillor)  of  the  Municipality  of  Woodstock 
appeared  and  gave  evidence  at  11T5  a.m.,  and  handed  in  (1)  a  copy  of  the  form  of 
Debenture  used  by  the  Woodstock  Council  in  connection  with  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
purchase ;  (2)  Return  of  gaugings  and  supply  of  the  Suburban  Waterworks  Springs  for 
the  years  1893 — 99. 


NINETEENTH  MEETING. 

Wednesday,  30 th  April ,  1902,  10  a.m. 


Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  Gurney. 

„  De  Yilliers. 


Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Dyer. 

„  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Certain  Financial  Returns  supplied  by  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Cape  Town 
for  the  years  1895  to  1901  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Resolved, — To  invite  Mr.  W.  Runciman,  of  Simonstown,  to  appear  on  Friday, 
the  2nd  May,  to  give  evidence. 

Mr.  Joseph  Newey,  M.I.C.E.,  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works,  gave  evidence 
at  10T5  a.m. 


TWENTIETH  MEETING. 

Thursday,  l^f  May,  1902,  10  a.m 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  Gurney. 

„  De  Villeirs. 


Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Dyer. 

„  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  Moore,  Mayor  of  the  Woodstock  Municipality,  gave  further  evidence  at 
10T5  a.m. 

2  C 


XU 


TWENTY-FIRST  MEETING. 

Friday,  2nd  May ,  1902,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry,  Chairman. 


Dr.  Gregory, 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  G  URNEY. 


Mr.  De  Yilliers. 
„  Stewart. 

„  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  the  General  Manager  of  Railways  intimating  that  if  such  a  pro¬ 
posal  as  the  discharge  of  sewage  from  Suburban  Municipalities  into  Table  Bay  were 
given  effect  to,  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  Railway  Department  and 
the  public  generally. 

Resolved, —  That  tbe  Town  Clerk,  Claremont,  be  requested  to  supply  a  copy  of 
proceedings  relative  to  the  proposed  purchase  by  Municipalities  of  the  Electric  Lighting 
Company’s  business. 

Mr.  W.  Runcimaa,  M.L  A.,  gave  evidence  at  10‘15  a.m.,  and  the  Hon.  A. 
Wilmot,  M.L.C.,  gave  evidence  at  12  noon. 


TWENTY-SECOND  MEETING. 


Monday,  5th  May,  1902,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry,  Chairman. 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  Gurney. 


Mr.  De  Villiers. 
„  Stewart. 

,,  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letters  relative  to  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Rigby,  Drainage  Engineer  to  the  Cape 
Town  Council,  and  Mr.  Hugo,  Mayor  of  Simonsfown,  were  read. 

An  intimation  having  been  made  that  Mr.  Rigby  desired  to  be  informed  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  evidence  expected  from  him,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  request  him 
to  call  upon  the  Chairman,  who  would  place  him  in  possession  of  the  information. 

A  similar  course  was  decided  upon  in  regard  to  Mr.  Wynne-Roberts,  Town 
Engineer  to  the  Cape  Town  Council. 

Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  memorandum  of  the  results  of  his  inspection  of  the  plans 
of  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Water  Scheme  put  in  by  the  Woodstock  Municipality  on  the 
1st  May. 

Resolved, — That  a  copy  of  the  memorandum  be  supplied  to  each  member  of  the 
Commission  for  their  confidential  use. 

The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  : — 

(1)  A  copy  of  the  Melbourne  and  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  report  on 
water  supply  and  sewage  (put  in  by  Mr.  Newey  on  3rd  May). 

(2)  Final  print  of  Minutes  of  Evidence  up  to  question  2118  of  Friday,  18th 
April. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 


TWENTY-THIRD  MEETING. 

Tuesday,  5th  May,  1902,  10  a.m. 


Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry,  Chairman. 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson 
Mr.  Gurney. 


Mr.  De  Yilliers. 
„  Stewart. 

,,  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Resolved  — To  invite  Mr.  G.  H  Moller  to  tender  evidence,  chiefly  on  the  question 
of  Valuation. 

Tbe  following  gentlemen  gave  evidence  : — 

Dr.  W.  W.  Stoney,  District  Surgeon,  Kimberley,  at  10'20  a.m. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Moore,  Mayor  of  Woodstock,  at  11T5  a.m. 

Mr.  F.  H.  S.  Hugo  (Mayor)  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Gillard  (Town  Clerk)  of  Simon’s 
Town,  at  1215  p.m. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH  MEETING. 


Wednesday,  7th  May,  1902,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  Gurney. 


Mr.  De  Villiers. 
„  Stewart. 

„  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  printed  abstracts  of  the  financial  transactions  of 
the  Wynberg  Municipality  during  the  last  five  years  ;  and  also  tabulated  information 
relative  to  the  same  Municipality  prepared  by  the  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee. 

Mr.  Theodore  Yollmer,  Councillor  of  the  Wynberg  Municipality,  gave  evidence 
at  10’15  a.m. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  MEETING. 

Friday,  9th  May ,  1902,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  Gurney. 


Mr.  De  Villiers. 
„  Stewart. 

,,  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  copies  of  agreements  between  the  Town  Council  of 
Rondebosch  and  the  Cape  Peninsula  Lighting  Company,  dated  respectively  26th 
April,  1892,  and  19th  September,  1898. 

Copy  of  Counsel’s  opinion  received  by  the  Wynberg  Town  Council  on  the  subject 
of  Valuation  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Newey,  enclosing  a  communication  from  a  Mr.  Needham 
relative  to  Divisional  Council  proceedings  read. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Newey,  enclosing  a  communication  from  the  Mayor  of  Cape 
Town  relative  to  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Newey  before  the  Commission  on  the 
30th  April  read. 

Resolved, — To  enquire  whether  it  was  Mr.  Newey’s  desire  that  the  Commission 
should  furnish  a  copy  of  his  evidence  to  the  Mayor  of  Cape  Town. 

Mr.  Theodore  Vollmer,  Councillor  of  the  Wynberg  Municipality,  gave  evidence 
at  1015  a.m. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  MEETING. 

Monday,  12 th  May,  1902,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  Gurney. 


Mr.  De  Villiers. 
„  Stewart. 

„  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  certain  tabulated  information  relative  to  the 
financial  position  of  the  Municipality  of  Rondebosch,  prepared  by  the  Financial  Returns 
Sub-  Committee. 


Letter  was  read  from  Mr.  D.  F.  Cole,  M.C.E..  Melbourne  University,  offering  to 
give  evidence  before  the  Commission  with  regard  to  his  experience  as  an  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  in  the  State  of  Victoria. 

Resolved, — To  ask  Mr.  Cole  to  call  upon  the  Chairman. 

Resolved, — Not  to  print  a  certain  memorandum  which  Mr.  Wilmot  wished  to 
add  to  his  evidence  given  before  the  Commission  on  the  2nd  May. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Newey,  containing  a  further  communication  from  Mr.  Needham 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  Runciman,  M.L.A.,  gave  further  evidence  at  10’15  a.m.,  and  Mr.  G.  K 
Moller  gave  evidence  at  11  a.m. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH  MEETING. 


Tuesday,  13 th  May,  1902,  10  a.m.  • 


Ppresent  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  G  URNEY. 


Mr.  De  Villiers. 
„  Stewart. 

,,  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  leid  on  the  table  copies  of  final  print  of  Minutes  of  Evidence 
up  to  question  3571. 

Mr.  Gurney  gave  notice  that  on  Wednesday,  he  would  propose  that  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Newey,  produced  at  the  previous  meeting  enclosing  a  communication  from  Mr. 
Needham,  be  dealt  with. 

Messrs.  Hugo  (Mayor)  and  Gillard  (Town  Clerk)  of  the  Simon’s  Town  Munici¬ 
pality,  gave  further  evidence  at  10'15  a.m. ;  and  Mr.  Clark,  Government  Electrical 
Engineer,  gave  evidence  at  11 '30  a.m. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH  MEETING. 


Wednesday,  14dh  May,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  Gurney. 


Mr.  De  Villi ers. 
„  Stewart. 

,,  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Memoranda  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Wynberg,  supplementing  evidence  given  by 
Mr.  Vollmer,  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Resolved, — That  the  enclosure  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Newey  laid  on  the  table  on 
the  12th  instant,  be  forwarded  to  the  Controller  and  Auditor- General,  and  that 
Mr.  Newey  be  apprised  that  the  letter  had  been  so  forwarded  as  the  subject  of  it 
did  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  enquiry  of  the  Commission. 

Mr.  T.  Vollmer,  representative  of  the  Wynberg  Municipality,  gave  further 
evidence  before  the  Commission  at  10T5  a.m. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 


TWENTY-NINTH  MEETING. 

Thursday,  loth  May,  1902,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry,  Chairman. 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Ander  ON. 
Mr.  Gurney. 


Mr.  De  Villiers. 
„  Stewart. 

„  Lawrence. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  Returns  showing  the  financial  position  of  the 
Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  as  on  the  31st  December,  1900,  and  31st 
December,  1901. 

Letter  from  Mr.  John  Young,  late  Town  Clerk,  Sea  Point,  offering  to  give 
evidence  on  Municipal  Administration,  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  J.  B.  Currey,  of  Rosebank,  on  Municipal  boundaries  and 
the  system  of  valuation. 

Resolved  that  the  letter  be  acknowledged  and  Mr.  Currey  be  informed  that  the 
Commission  would  be  pleased  to  take  his  evidence  later  on. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Newey,  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works,  relative  to  the 
communication  from  the  Mayor  of  Cape  Town,  forwarded  to  the  Commission  by  Mr. 
Newey  on  the  8th  May,  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Pamphlets  from  Messrs.  Cochrane  and  Cherry  on  “  Researches  into  the  Bacterial 
Purification  of  Sewage  ”  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Greenhill  on  “  TJlca  Latissima  as  a 
Eoreshore  Nuisance”  were  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
acknowledge  their  receipt  with  thanks. 

Mr.  W.  Craig,  A. M.I  C.E.,  of  the  Public  Works  Department,  gave  evidence  at 
10T5  a.m.,  and  Mr.  W.  Westhofen,  M.I.C.E.,  also  of  the  Public  Works  Department, 
gave  evidence  at  11  30  a.m. 
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THIRTIETH  MEETING. 


Friday ,  iftth  May,  1902,  10  a  an. 


Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 


Mr.  Gurney. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Printed  abstracts  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  Rondebosch  Municipality 
during  the  five  years  ended  31st  December,  1901,  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  following  reports,  handed  in  by  Mr.  W.  Craig,  A.M.I.C.E.,  for  the 
information  of  the  Commission,  were  laid  upon  the  table  : — 

(1)  Report  upon  Public  Abattoirs  at  Sydney,  September,  1900. 

(2)  Report  on  the  interception  and  disposal  of  the  drainage  of  Sydney  and 
suburbs,  June,  1877. 

(3)  Twelfth  Report  of  the  Sydney  Board  of  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage, 
June,  1900. 

Messieurs  E.  J.  Earp  (Mayor),  John  Andrews  (Town  Councillor),  and  W.  A. 
Batchelor  (Town  Clerk),  of  Rondebosch,  gave  evidence  at  1015  a.m. 

Letters  read  from  Mr.  Westhofen,  one  correcting  certain  evidence  given  by  him  on 
the  previous  day  relative  to  the  Newlands  Reservoir  and  the  other  forwarding 
information  and  a  Government  report  relative  to  the  Simonstown  Storage 
Reservoir. 

Resolved, — To  add  the  information  to  Mr.  Westhofen ’s  evidence. 


THIRTY-FIRST;fMEETING 

Tuesday,  2 0th  May,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  |  Mr.  DeVilliers. 

„  Anderson.  |  „  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Claremont,  transmitting  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Claremont  Town  Council,  that  the  Council  was  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Newey 
should  be  required  to  adduce  facts  to  substantiate  a  certain  statement  made  by  him 
before  the  Commission  on  the  30th  April  last. 

Resolved, — That  a  copy  of  the  letter  be  conveyed  to  Mr.  Newey  for  his 
information ;  and  that  it  be  suggested  for  his  consideration  that  he  appear  again  before 
the  Commission  with  the  view  of  supplementing  the  evidence  already  given. 

Letter  read  from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Claremont  intimating  that  as  soon  as  the 
Councils  concerned  had  concluded  their  deliberations  in  the  matter  of  electric  lighting 
the  information  asked  for  in  the  matter  by  the  Commission  would  be  forthcoming. 

Mr.  Charles  Stewart,  Secretary  to  the  Cape  Colony  Meteorological  Commission, 
gave  evidence  at  10-15  a.m.  ;  and  Mr.  R.  O.  Wynne-Roberts,  Town  Engineer,  Cape 
Town,  gave  evidence  at  11*10  a.m. 

THIRTY-SECOND  MEETING. 

Wednesday,  21  st  May ,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  |  Mr.  De  Villiers. 

„  Anderson.  |  „  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  Stewart,  Secretary  of  the  Meteorological  Commission 
making  enquiries  with  regard  to  certain  further  statistical  information  required  from 
him. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  supply  him  with  the  required  particulars. 

Letters  read  from  Mr.  John  Young,  lately  a  Secretary  to  the  Green  and  Sea 
Point  Municipality,  relative  to  Municipal  Management,  and  offering  to  give  evidence 
thereon. 

Resolved  to  inform  Mr  Young  that  his  evidence  would  be  taken  if  deemed 
necessary. 
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Letter  from  the  General  Manager  of  Railways,  forwarding  enclosures  rela¬ 
tive  to  an  offer  made  by  the  Cape  Town  Council  to  supply  the  Railway  Depart¬ 
ment  with  water,  read  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Messieurs  E.  J.  Earp  (Mayor),  John  Andrews  (Town  Councillor),  and  W.  A. 
Batchelor  (  Town  Clerk),  of  Rondebosch,  gave  further  evidence  at  1 0 •  1 5  a.m. 

THIRTY-THIRD  MEETING. 

Thursday,  22 nd  M ay,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  De  Villiers. 

„  Anderson.  „  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Cons  antia  Fruit  Growers’  Association, 
detailing  heads  of  evidence  that  the  Association’s  representatives  were  prepared  to 
give. 

Mr.  R.  0.  Wynne- Roberts,  M.I.C.E.,  Engineer  to  the  Cape  Town  Council, 
gave  further  evidence  at  10Y5  am. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 


THIRTY-FOURTH  MEETING. 

Friday,  23 rd  May,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman).  Mr.  de  Villiers. 

„  Gregory.  „  Gurney. 

„  Anderson. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Sea  Point,  stating  that  the  representatives  of 
his  Council  would  not  be  able  to  attend  to  give  evidence  before  the  Commission  on  the 
26th  May. 

Resolved, — To  ask  the  Town  Clerk  to  give  the  names  of  the  representatives. 

Letter  from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Simon’s  Town,  enclosing  copy  of  the  reso¬ 
lution  passed  by  the  Simonstown  Council  on  the  9th  July,  1900,  in  connection  with 
the  proposal  that  Municipalities  should  take  over  the  Divisional  and  Main  Roads 
within  their  respective  areas,  read  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  Wynne- Roberts  giving  supplementary  information  relative 
to  the  area  on  Table  Mountain  under  the  control  of  the  Cape  Town  Council. 

Resolved, — To  add  the  information  as  a  footnote  to  his  evidence. 

Letter  from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Woodstock  relative  to  the  evidence  given  by 
Dr.  Stoney  as  affecting  the  Plague  Administration  at  Woodstock,  read  and  ordered  to 
be  recorded. 

Resolved  that  the  evidence  of  the  Kalk  Bay  Municipal  representatives  be  taken 
on  Monday,  the  26th ;  of  the  Constantia  Fruitgrowers’  Association,  on  Tuesday,  the 
27th  ;  of  Mr.  William  Hay  on  Tuesday,  the  27th;  of  Mr.  H.  M.  Oakley  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  the  28th ;  and  of  Mr.  L.  McLean  on  Thursday,  the  29th  May. 

Mr.  Rigby,  Drainage  Engineer  to  the  Cape  Town  Council,  gave  evidence  at 
10Y5  a.m. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 


THIRTY-FIFTH  MEETING. 

Monday,  2 6ih  May,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  De  Villiers. 

„  Anderson.  „  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  printed  Financial  Abstracts  of  the  Green  and  Sea 
Point  Municipality,  and  tabulared  information  relative  to  the  Kalk  Bay  Municipality, 
as  prepared  by  the  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  Voters’ 
List  for  1-901,  supplied  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Divisional  Council, 
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Messrs.  II.  H.  Scowen  (Mayor),  George  Powell  (Councillor),  Alfred  Barnes 
(Town  Clerk)  and  Thomas  Bennett  (Engineer),  of  the  Kalk  Bay  Municipality, 
gave  evidence  at  10  45  a.m. 


THIRTY-SIXTH  MEETING. 

Tuesday,  27 th  May,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  De  Villiers. 

„  Anderson.  „  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  final  print  of  Minutes  of  Evidence  from  question 
3572  to  question  5593. 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  Charles  Stewart,  Secretary  of  the  Meteorological  Commission, 
forwarding  statistical  returns  relative  to  rainfall  on  Table  Mountain  and  to  evaporation 
at  the  Cape  Town  Reservoirs,  with  a  rough  sketch  of  the  top  of  Table  Mountain  show¬ 
ing  rain  gauge  localities,  and  a  memorandum  with  reference  to  the  evidence  given  by 
him  on  the  20th  May. 

Resolved, — That  the  returns  and  the  sketch  be  published  as  an  Appendix  to  the 
Report,  and  that  the  memorandum  be  added  as  a  footnote  to  Mr.  Stewart’s  evidence. 

At  10*15  a.m.,  Messrs.  Henry  Cloete,  C.M.G.,  and  R.  Myburgh,  representatives 
of  the  Constantia  Fruit  Growers’  Association,  gave  evidence ;  and  at  12  noon  Mr. 
William  Hay  appeared  and  gave  evidence. 

THIRTY-SEVENTH  MEETING. 

Wednesday,  28 th  May,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  I  Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Report  received  from  Professor  MacOwan  on  “  JJlva  Latissima  as  a  Foreshore 
Nuisance ’’and  on  “  Palmiet  Discolouratiou  of  Water”  placed  upon  the  table. 

Resolved, — That  the  communication  be  printed  as  an  Appendix  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion’s  Report. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Joseph  Newey  relative  to  a  request  made  by  the  Claremont 
Municipality  that  he  should  substantiate  a  certain  statement  made  by  him  in  evidence 
before  the  Commission,  read  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Letter  read  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Cape  Town,  giving  the  names  of  the  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Town  Council  deputed  to  give  evidence  before  the  Commission. 

Resolved, — To  ask  the  Mayor  to  give  evidence  on  Monday,  the  9th  proximo. 

Letter  read  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Cape  Town,  forwarding  certain  statistical  state¬ 
ments  relative  to  the  Cape  Town  Municipality. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  acknowledge  receipt  with  thanks,  and  to  intimate 
that  the  Commission  would  be  glad  to  have  the  further  information  promised  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Referred  to  the  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee. 

Letter  read  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Rondebosch,  giving  the  extent  of  the  Steenbras 
River  Farm. 

Resolved  that  the  information  be  added  as  a  footnote  to  the  evidence  of  Messrs. 
Earp  and  Andrews. 

Letter  read  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Cape  Divisional  Council,  oonveying  a 
resolution  of  the  Council  requesting  that  the  Commission  should  examine  Mr.  Bromley, 
District  Inspector,  Public  Works  Departmant,  as  to  the  Divisional  Council  Roads  in 
the  Peninsula. 

Resolved, — To  ask  Mr.  Bromley  to  appear  and  give  evidence  on  Friday,  the  30th 
May,  at  1130  a.m. 

Dr.  Gregory  put  in  certain  correspondence  between  the  Health  Department  and 
Mr.  H.  P.  Saunders  iu  the  matter  of  water  and  boreholes. 

Resolved, — To  ask  Mr.  Saunders  to  appear  and  give  evidence  on  Friday,  the  30th 
May,  at  10*15  a.m 

Mr.  II  M.  Oakley  gave  evidence  at  10*15  a.m.,  and  Mr.  Henry  Beard  gave 
evidence  at  12  noon. 

Mr.  Beard  put  in  copy  of  his  Mayor’s  Minute  for  the  Claremont  Municipality  for 
the  year  1893. 

[G.  21—1902.] 
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THIRTY-EIGHTH  MEETING. 

Thursday,  29 th  May,  1902,  10  a.tn. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson.  „  Stewart. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  copies  of  certain  statistical  returns  furnished  by 
he  Cape  Town  Council. 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  Newey,  Chief  Inspector  of  Publio  Works,  covering  state¬ 
ments  of  services  proposed  to  be  rendered  by  the  Department. 

Resolved, — To  confirm  the  statements  after  striking  out  the  words  “  and  thence 
to  Cape  Point  ”  in  Scheme  B  ;  and  to  enquire  what  time  would  be  occupied  in 
acquiring  the  necessary  information. 

At  10T5  a.m.  Mr.  Lachlan  MacLean  gave  evidence,  and  the  Revd.  F.  B.  Moore 
gave  evidence  at  12  noon. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 


THIRTY-NINTH  MEETING. 

Friday,  ZOth  May,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry,  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Andsrson.  „  De  Villiers. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  two  copies  of  a  memorandum  prepared  by  the 
Cape  Town  City  Treasurer  having  reference  to  the  Financial  position  of  the  Council 
in  respect  of  Loan  moneys  as  at  3 1st  March,  1902  ;  and  from  Mr.  Beard  a  draft  of 
a  Bill,  prepared  by  Mr.  (now  Sir)  J.  Rose  Innes  in  1892,  providing  for  the  creation 
of  a  Suburban  Drainage  Board. 

The  Town  Clerk,  Kalk  Bay,  submitted  a  statement  of  rain  gauge  readings  for 
the  years  1900  and  1901,  which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Letter  read  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Sea  Point,  giving  the  names  of  the  witnesses 
deputed  to  give  evidence,  and  asking  for  a  list  of  points  on  which  the  Commission 
required  evidence. 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary  supply  same. 

Letter  read  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Cape  Town,  stating  that  the  Mayor  would  bt? 
unable  to  attend  and  give  evidence  on  Monday,  the  9th  June. 

Resolved  that  the  evidence  of  Councillor  Ball  be  taken  on  9th  June,  Messieurs 
O’Reilly  and  Bosman  respectively  on  the  two  following  days,  the  other  representatives 
of  Committees  to  be  examined  later. 

Letter  read  from  Professor  Gilchrist,  Government  Biologist,  upon  “  Seaweed  as 
a  Foreshore  Nuisance.” 

Resolved, — That  the  letter  be  published,  together  with  Professor  MacOwan’s  on  a 
similar  subject,  as  an  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Commission. 

Resolved, — To  call  the  following  witnesses  : — Professor  Corstorphine  and  Mr. 
St.  Vincent  Erskine,  on  Monday,  the  2nd  June,  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  M.I.C.E.,  on 
Tuesday,  the  3rd  June,  Mr.  Hammersley-Heenan  (2nd  time)  and  Mr.  L.  Wiener,  on 
Wednesday,  the  4th  June,  and  the  representatives  of  the  Maitland  Municipality 
on  Thursday,  the  5th  June. 

Mr.  H.  P.  Saunders  gave  evidence  at  1 0 *  1 5  a.m.  This  witness  put  in  two  maps 
(1)  of  Cape  Town  and  (2)  of  the  suburbs  showing  borehole  localities,  and  reference  lists 
of  boreholes  at  (1)  Cape  Town  and  Sea  Point  and  (2)  Woodstock  and  other  suburbs, 
indicating  the  places  where  the  bores  had  been  put  in  together  with  their  depth  and 
yield  of  water. 

Mr.  Bromley,  Road  Inspector,  Public  Works  Department,  gave  evidence  at 
1P30  a.m. 
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FORTIETH  MEETING. 

Monday ,  2nd  June ,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

-Dr.  Gregory,  Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Vielters. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  aud  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  handed  in,  for  the  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee,  financial  and 
other  returns  received  from  the  Green  and  Sea  Point  Municipality. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  copies  of  the  final  print  of  Minutes  of  Evidence 
from  questions  5594  to  7059. 

Letter  read  from  Professor  Corstorphine,  expressing  regret  at  his  inability  to  give 
evidence  before  the  Commission. 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  M  I.C.E.,  intimating  his  wish  to  postpone 
giving  his  evidence  until  after  the  evidence  still  to  be  given  by  Public  Bodies  had  been 
taken.  Agreed  to. 

Letter  read  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Rondebosch,  forwarding,  for  the  information  of 
tie  Commission,  a  report  by  Mr.  Moore  Wilson,  on  the  Steenbras  River  locality,  and 
intimating  that  the  Rondebosch  Council  wished  the  repoit  to  be  treated  as 
“  confidential.” 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  Winner,  expressing  regret  at  being  uuable  to  attend  to  give 
evidence  on  Wednesday,  the  4th  June. 

Resolved, — To  ask  Mr.  Wiener  for  Thursday,  the  12th  June  ;  and  Mr.  Isidore 
Hanau  for  Wednesday,  the  4th. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works, 
asking  him  to  favour  the  Commission  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  making  the 
requisite  investigation  into  the  suitability  of  the  Twenty  Four  Rivers  locality  as  a 
source  of  water  supply. 

At  11-30  a.m.  Mr.  St.  Vincent  Erskine  gave  evidence,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
put  in  a  map  of  the  Palmiet  River  catchment  area. 


FORTY-FIRST  MEETING. 


Tuesday ,  3rd  June,  1902,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  Gurney. 


Mr.  Stewart. 

„  De  Villiers. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meetiug  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Copies  of  Statistical  Returns  received  from  the  Green  and  Sea  Point  Municipality 
were  laid  upon  the  table,  as  also  was  copy  of  a  Return  of  raiu  gauge  records  received 
from  the  Kalk  Bay  Municipality. 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  Westhofen  of  the  Public  Works  Department  giving  further 
information  relative  to  the  Twenty  Four  Rivers  as  a  source  of  water-supply  and  on  the 
capabilities  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  as  a  source  of  water  supply  generally. 

Resolved, — That  Mr.  Westhofen  be  thanked  aud  that  the  communication  be 
printed  as  an  Appendix  to  the  Commission’s  Report. 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  H.  V.  O’Meagher  enclosing  an  extract  from  the  Sydney 
Morning  Herald  entitled  “The  Greater  Sydney  Movement.” 

Resolved, — To  thank  Mr.  O’Meagher  for  the  cutting. 

Mr.  De  Villiers  put  in  draft  of  questions  for  Council’s  opinion  on  the  positiou  of 
Municipalities  with  regard  to  water  sirpply. 

Resolved, — To  submit  the  questions  for  Mr.  Schreiner’s  opinion. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 
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FORTY-SECOND  MEETING. 

Wednesday,  4.th  June,  1902,  10  a. in. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Villiers. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  with  a  slight 
verbal  alteration. 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  St.  Vincent  Erskine,  supplementing  the  information  given 
by  him  on  the  2nd  instant. 

Resolved, — To  print  Mr.  Erskine’s  letter  with  his  evidence. 

Letter  read  from  Mr.  T.  J.  O’Reilly,  Chairman  of  the  Public  Works  and 
Improvements  Committee  of  the  Cape  Town  Council,  intimating  his  unwillingness^to 
give  evidence. 

Resolved, — That  Mr.  O’Reilly  he  requested  to  arrange  for  the  attendance  of 
another  Member  of  the  Committee. 

Resolved, — To  write  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works,  stating 
that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commission  it  was  advisable  that  in  con¬ 
currence  with  Mr.  Bennett,  Engineer  of  the  Kalk  Bay  Municipality,  an 
estimate  should  be  framed  for  submission  to  the  Commission  of  the  cost 
(a)  of  raising  the  dam  wall  of  the  Kalk  Bay  Reservoir  for  the  purpose  of  so  in¬ 
creasing  its  storage  capacity  as  to  give  a  supply  for  Simonstown,  and  (b)  of  laying  a 
line  of  pipe  of  sufficient  size  to  convey  such  supply  to  kSimonstown ;  and  adding  that 
before  commencing  the  work  the  Commission  would  be  glad  to  learn  what  the  Chief 
Inspector  considered  would  be  the  necessary  cost  of  obtaining  the  information, 
including  the  fee  which  should  be  paid  to  Mr.  Bennett. 

Mr.  Hammersley-Heenan,  General  Manager  of  the  Table  Bay  Harbour  Board, 
reappeared  and  gave  further  evidence  at  10*15  a.m. ;  and  Mr.  Isidore  Hanau  gave 
evidence  at  11  ‘30  a.m. 


FORTY-THIRD  MEETING. 

Thursday,  5th  June,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Villiers. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Representatives  of  the  Municipality  of  Maitland,  Mr.  John  McGregor  (Mayor) 
and  Mr.  Edward  Hutt  (Town  Councillor),  gave  evidence  at  lO’IS  a.m. 


FORTY-FOURTH  MEETING. 

Friday,  6th  June,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir'W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Villiers. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Printed  abstracts  of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  late  Village  Management 
Board  of  Maitland  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Correspondence  received  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  relative  to  (1)  Pu  bli 
Washhouses  and  Laundries  in  Municipal  areas,  and  (2)  the  Pollution  of  the  Liesbeek 
River,  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
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Letter  read  from  the  British  Working  Men’s  Association  of  South  Africa,  con¬ 
veying  resolutions  passed  by  the  Association  on  matters  coming  within  the  scope  of  the 
Commission’s  enquiry. 

Resolved, — That  the  Association  be  notified  that  the  Commission  would  be  pleased 
to  examine  aDy  member  of  the  Association  deputed  to  give  evidence,  especially  in 
regard  to  the  points  indicated  in  Resolution  2. 

Mr.  Advocate  Be  Villiers  intimated  that  Mr.  Schreiner  was  not  in  a  position  to  give 
opinion  on  the  questions  submitted  to  him. 

Resolved, —  To  ask  the  Attorney-General  to  obtain  advice  from  the  Law  officers 
of  the  Crown  upon  the  several  questions. 

The  Commission  then  deliberated. 


FORTY-FIFTH  MEETING. 

Tuesday ,  10th  June ,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman), 

Hr.  Gregory.  I  Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Woodstock,  covering  (1)  copy  of  Mr.  Wright’s 
report  on  the  Oliphaut’s  Hoek  scheme,  and  (2)  Precis  of  correspondence  with  other 
Municipalities  on  the  drainage  scheme,  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Councillor  T.  Ball,  Chairman  of  the  Electric  Lighting,  Waterworks,  and  Fire 
Brigade  Committee  of  the  Cape  Town  Council,  gave  evidence  at  1015  a.m. 


FORTY -SIXTH  MEETING. 

Wednesday,  11  th  June,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Hr.  Gregory.  |  Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  tvere  read  and  confirmed. 

Councillor  Ball  gave  further  evidence  at  1015  a.m. ;  aud  at  12  noon  Councillor 
P.  J.  Bosman,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  and  City  Lands  Committee  of  the  Cape  Town 
Council,  was  associated  with  Air.  Ball,  and  gave  evidence  with  regard  to  the  proposed 
municipalization  of  the  Camps  Bay  locality. 

Mr.  Wahl,  of  the  firm  of  Silberbauer,  Wahl  &  Fuller,  on  behalf  of  the  Cape 
Marine  Suburbs,  Limited,  put  certain  questions  to  the  witnesses  through  the  Chairman. 


FORTY-SEVENTH  MEETING. 

Thursday,  TMh  June,  1902,  2G5  p.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Hr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson.  |  ,,  Stewart. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  copies  of  the  final  print  of  Minutes  of  Evidence 
from  question  7000  to  question  8189. 

Councillors  Ball  and  Bosman,  representatives  of  the  Cape  Town  Council,  gave 
further  evidence  at  2'30  p.m. 
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FORTY-EIGHTH  MEETING. 


Friday .  13//?  June,  1902,  10  a.m. 


Present  : 


Sir  W.  Btsset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Yiluiers. 

Mr.  Gurney. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  the  following  documents  put  in  by  Mr. 
Uammersley-Heenan,  the  General  Manager  of  the  Table  Bay  Harbour  Board : — 

(1)  Copy  of  Water  Agreement  between  the  Table  Bay  Harbour  Board  and  the 
Cape  Town  Council. 

(2)  Copy  of  Report  on  the  Liernur  system  of  Drainage. 

Letter  read  from  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  British  Working  Men’s  Association  of 
South  Africa,  deputing  two  representatives  to  give  evidence. 

Resolved. — To  fix  a  subsequent  date  for  their  attendance. 

Letter  read  from  Captain  C.  H.  Jackson,  forwarding  correspondence  relative  to 
valuations  of  property. 

Resolved  to  inform  the  writer  that  the  matter  had  been  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Commission. 

Councillor  Ball  gave  further  evidence  at  10 '30  a.m. 


FORTY-NINTH  MEETING. 

Monday ,  16//?  June,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisskt  Berry,  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson.  „  Stewart. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  copies  of  the  printed  financial  abstract  of  the 
Rondebosch  Municipality  as  amended,  and  slips  of  final  print  of  Minutes  of  Evidenoe 
from  question  8190  to  question  9186. 

Mr.  George  Smart  gave  evidence  at  10T5  a.  m. 


FIFTIETH  MEETING. 

Tuesday,  Ylth  June,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Anderson.  ,,  De  Yilliers. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  _ 

The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  slips  of  final  print  of  Minutes  of  Evidence 
from  question  9187  to  question  10072. 

Messrs.  R.  P.  L.  Wahl  and  W.  T.  Olive,  M.I.C.E.,  representing  the  Cape  Marine 
Suburbs,  Limited,  gave  evidence  at  10T5  a.m.,  and  Mr.  George  Smart  gave  further 
evidence  at  11 '30  a.m.  _ 

Mr.  Olive  in  the  course  of  his  evidence  put  m  a  table  of  statistics  of  gaugmgs 
streams  on  the  estate  of  the  Cape  Marine  Suburbs. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 

The  question  of  remunerating  Mr.  Olive,  Drainage  Engineer,  for  expert  evidence 
proposed  to  be  given  before  the  Commission  was  considered,  and  it  was  decided  to 
enquire  what  fee  he  would  require  for  attending  at  one  sitting  of  the  Commission  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  evidence  on  the  subject  of  Municipal  Drainage  in  particular 
and  on  any  other  matter  ‘^connected  with  Municipal  work  coming  under  the  scope  of 
the  Commission’s  enquiry. 
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FIFTY-FIRST  MEETING. 

Wednesday ,  18 th  June ,  1902,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  ('Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  Gurney. 


Mr.  Stewart. 

„  De  Yii.lxers. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 

Reply  read  from  Mr.  Olive  to  the  effect  that  his  fee  for  attendance  at  one  sitting 
would  be  50  guineas. 

Resolved, — That  further  consideration  of  this  matter  stand  over. 

The  Chairman  read  the  heads  of  evidence  proposed  to  be  given  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Stewart  on  the  following  day. 

At  11  a.m.,  the  Hon.  W.  P.  Schreiner,  K.C.,  gave  evidence. 


FIFTY-SECOND  MEETING. 

Thursday ,  \0th  June,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Vi  lexers. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

At  1 0*  1 5  a.m.,  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  M.I.C.E.,  gave  evidence.  The  witness  put  in 
Tables  showing  comparative  rainfall  on  Table  Mountain  and  at  other  points  in  the 
Cape  Peninsula  during  the  years  1882-1901,  and  rainfall  atMaclear’s  Beacon  and  Dam 
Gauge  on  Table  Mountain  for  each  month  during  the  years  1894-1901  inclusive. 


FIFTY-THIRD  MEETING. 

Friday.  20th  June ,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Villiers. 

Mr.  Gurnet. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  L.  Wiener  gave  evidence  at  10-15  a.m. ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  M.I.C.E., 
gave  further  evidence  at  11  a.m.,  and  put  in  a  Report  upon  Table  Mountain  Reservoirs 
with  Appendices  showing  yearly  rainfall  on  the  Mountain. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 


FIFTY-FOURTH  MEETING. 

Monday,  23 rd  June,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr  Gurnet. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Villiers. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Messrs.  W.  N.  Dixon  and  W.  J acobs,  two  representatives  deputed  by  the  British 
Working  Men’s  Association  of  South  Africa,  gave  evidence  at  lO'lo  a.m. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 
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FIFTY-FIFTH  MEETING. 

Tuesday ,  24 th  June ,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Yilliers. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

At  10  15  a.m.,  the  representatives  of  the  Municipality  of  Green  and  Sea  Point, 
Messrs.  J.  L.  M.  Brown,  M.L.A.  (Councillor),  H.  Herring  (Town  Clerk),  and  R.  H. 
Heward  (Town  Engineer),  gave  evidence. 


FIFTY-SIXTH  MEETING. 

Wednesday,  2 5th  June,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Yilliers. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Olive,  giving  further  information  with  regard  to  Springs  on  the 
Cape  Peninsula,  read,  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Letter  read  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Cape  Town,  stating  that  Mr.  J.  Wyllie  had 
been  deputed  to  give  evidence  before  the  Commission  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Councillor  T. 
J.  O’Reilly. 

Resolved, — To  ask  Mr.  Wyllie  to  attend  on  Tuesday,  the  Sth  July. 

Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  M.I.C.E.,  gave  further  evidence  at  10-30  a.m. 

Resolved  to  adjourn  until  Monday,  the  7th  July,  at  10  a.m.,  and  to  ask  the 
Mayor  and  Town  Clerk  of  Cape  Town  to  appear  on  that  day  at  10’15  a.m. 


FIFTY-SEVENTH  MEETING. 

Monday,  7th  July,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Anderson.  ,,  De  Yilliers. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Law  Department,  intimating  that  the 
Department  was  not  prepared  to  advise  in  regard  to  questions  concerning  the  position 
of  certain  Municipalities  in  the  matter  of  water  supply. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks,  forwarding 
copy  of  Municipal  guarantee  to  Standard  Bank  re  the  sum  of  £300,000,  read  and 
ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Letter  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Cape  Town,  forwarding  copy  of  correspondence 
relative  to  steps  being  taken  to  prevent  the  re-introduction  of  plague  into  the  City 
through  the  Port  of  Table  Bay,  read,  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Letter  read  from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Woodstock,  expressing  the  surprise  of  his 
Council  at  the  excessive  estimate  given  by  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart  before  the 
Commission  with  regard  to  the  cost  of  a  scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the 
Peninsula. 
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Resolved, — That  the  Public  Works  Department  be  communicated  with  in  regard 
to  the  information  in  respeot  of  surveys  of  water  sources  asked  for  on  the  29th  May 
and  2nd  and  4th  June. 

At  1015  a.m.  Mr.  William  Thorne  (Mayor)  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Finch  (Town  Clerk) 
of  Cape  Town,  gave  evidence. 


FIFTY-EIGHTH  MEETING. 

Tuesday ,  8th  July,  1902,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Yilliers. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

At  10’1 5  a.m.  Mr.  James  Wyllie,  Town  Councillor,  Cape  Town,  appeared  and 
gave  evidence;  and  at  1P30  am.  Mr.  Thorne  (Mayor)  and  Mr.  Finoh  (Town  Clerk) 
of  Cape  Town  gave  further  evidence. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  copies  of  final  print  of  Minutes  of  Evidence 
from  question  10073  to  question  10800. 


FIFTY-NINTH  MEETING. 

Wednesday ,  9th  July,  1902,  11  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Yilliers. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  cf  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  the  Public  Works  Department,  dated  the  8th  July,  covering  a 
report  from  the  Chief  Inspector  as  to  the  estimated  cost  involved  and  time  required  to 
undertake  surveys  of  the  Orange  Kloof,  Constantia  and  Muizenberg  Mountain 
plateaus,  the  Palmiet  River,  and  the  Twenty-Four  Rivers  as  possible  sources  of  water 
supply  for  the  Cape  Peninsula. 

Resolved, — To  eliminate  Scheme  B  (the  survey  of  the  Constantia  and  Muizenberg 
mountain  plateaus),  to  add  on  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  area,  and  to  defer  further  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  matter  until  the  following  day,  the  Commission  to  meet  at  9-30 
a.m.,  and  to  invite  Messieurs  Newey  and  Westhofen  to  be  present  at  11  a.m. 

Resolved, — To  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  read  on  the  7th  July 
from  the  Woodstock  Town  Council  relative  to  Mr.  Thomas  Stewrart’s  evidence,  and  to 
inform  the  Council  that  for  statements  volunteered  by  individual  witnesses  before  the 
Commission,  the  Commission  as  a  body  was  not  responsible. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 


SIXTIETH  MEETING. 
Thursday ,  10/7/  July,  1902,  9’30  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  Gurney. 


Mr.  Stewart. 

,,  De  Yilliers. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  deliberated. 

[G.  21—1902.] 
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At  11  a.m.,  Mr.  Joseph  Newey,  Chief  Inspeotor  of  Public  Works,  and  Mr.  W. 
Westhofen,  Chief  Engineer  in  the  Publio  Works  Department,  attended  at  the  request 
of  the  Commission,  and  consultation  ensued  relative  to  the  proposed  surveys  of  the 
Orange  Ivloof,  Palmiet  River,  Oliphant’s  Hoek  aud  Twenty  Four  Rivers  localities, 
Messrs.  Newey  and  Westhofen  undertaking  to  furnish  further  information  in  the 
matter  preparatory  to  the  Commission  approaohing  the  Commissioner  for  Publio 
Works  with  a  view  to  the  issue  of  the  necessary  authority  for  the  service. 


SIXTY-FIRST  MEETING. 

Wednesday,  23 rd  July,  1902,  10-30  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  De  Villiers. 

,,  Anderson.  ,,  Lawrence. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works,  dated  16th  July,  submitting  a 
statement  by  Mr.  Westhofen  in  regard  to  the  survey  of  the  Orange  Kloof  locality. 

The  Special  Census  Return  (July,  1902,)  for  the  Municipality  of  Maitland,  handed 
in  by  the  Statistical  Registrar  for  the  Colony,  was  laid  upon  the  table, 

The  Commission  deliberated. 


SIXTY-SECOND  MEETING. 

Thursday,  31sf  July,  1902,  10-30  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson.  „  Stewart. 

„  De  Villiers. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Further  Special  Census  Returns  (July,  1902,)  for  the  Municipalities  of  Green  and 
Sea  Point,  Simonstown,  Kalk  Bay,  Rondebosch,  Claremont,  and  Durbanville  received 
from  the  Statistical  Registrar,  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Secretary  also  laid  upon  the  table  the  concluding  portion  of  the  final  print  of 
Minutes  of  Evidence,  and  also  final  print  of  the  Index  of  Evidence. 

Letter  from  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Publio  Works,  dated  24th  July,  forwarding 
further  memoranda,  prepared  by  Mr.  Westhofen,  relative  to  proposed  surveys  of 
Palmiet  River,  Twenty  Four  Rivers,  and  Oliphant’s  Hoek  River,  was  read. 

Resolved, — To  hand  that  and  the  previous  correspondence,  relative  to  the  Orange 
Kloof  survey,  to  Mr.  Stewart  for  favour  of  report. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 


SIXTY-THIRD  MEETING. 

Monday,  \th  August,  1902,  10-30  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson.  „  Stewart. 

„  De  Villiers. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  Special  Census  Returns  (July,  1902,)  received 
from  the  Statistical  Registrar  for  Cape  Town,  Mowbray,  and  Woodstock,  and  an 
amended  return  for  Simonstown. 
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Letter  read  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Wynberg,  authorising  officers  of  the  Fublic 
Works  Department  to  enter  upon  the  Council’s  property  in  Orange  Kloof  with  a  view 
to  making  certain  necessary  surveys. 

Mr.  Stewart  handed  in  a  report  upon  the  proposals  of  the  Public  Works  Depart¬ 
ment  with  regard  to  the  Orange  Kloof  survey. 

Resolved, — To  communicate  with  the  Colonial  Secretary,  forwarding  copies  of  the 
memoranda  by  the  Chief  Inspector  and  by  Mr.  Stewart,  and  informing  him  that  the 
Commission  having  had  under  consideration  the  desirability  of  obtaining  further  in¬ 
formation  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  Orange  Kloof  locality  for  a  Storage  Reservoir, 
request  the  authority  for  the  proposed  survey  by  the  officers  of  the  Public  Works 
Department,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  there  could  be  constructed  below  the 
Constantin  Nek  a  reservoir  capable  of  storing  water  to  give  a  supply  of  2\  million  gallons 
per  diem  during  the  dry  season  of  six  months,  and  of  obtaining  a  report  on  the  cost 
of  such  reservoir,  and  the  best  means  and  cost  of  conveying  such  daily  supply  there¬ 
from  to  the  Service  Reservoir  at  Wynberg,  and  further  that  the  Commission  consider  it 
desirable  that  the  report  on  the  means  and  cost  of  delivering  the  water  to  the  Service 
Reservoir  should  indicate  the  comparative  cost  of  the  alternative  proposals  to  pump  or 
to  convey  by  tunnel. 

With  reference  to  the  communication  from  he  Chief  Inspector,  dated  24th  July, 
1902,  covering  Mr.  Westhofen’s  memoranda  of  observations  required  for  the  Palmiet 
River,  Oliphant’s  tloek  and  Twenty  Four  Rivers  schemes,  Mr.  Stewart  reported  that 
he  considered  it  would  be  desirable  for  the  Commission  to  have  these  observations  car¬ 
ried  out. 

Unanimously  resolved, — That  in  view  of  Mr.  Stewart’s  report  the  sanction  of  the 
Minister  be  obtained  to  incurring  the  expenditure  necessary  for  giving  effect  thereto. 

Tho  Commission  deliberated. 


SIXTY-FOURTH  MEETING-. 

Wednesday ,  6th  August,  1902,  10‘30  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Yilliers. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  the  Special.  Census  Returns  (July,  1902,)  for  tho 
Municipality  of  Wynberg,  furnished  by  the  Statistical  Registrar,  as  also  amended 
Returns  for  the  Municipalities  of  Woodstock  and  Mowbray. 

Letter  read  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Claremont,  intimating  that  Mr.  G.  H.  Dunn,  a 
Councillor,  had  been  deputed  by  the  Council  to  give  evidence  before  the  Commission 
on  the  subject  of  electric  lighting. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 


SIXTY-FIFTH  MEETING. 

Friday,  8th  August ,  1902,  10-30  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  I  Mr.  Gurney, 

„  Anderson.  |  „  Stewart. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  G-.  H.  Dunn,  representing  the  Municipalities  of  Claremont  and  Rondebosch, 
appeared  at  11  a.m.  and  made  a  statement  in  camera  on  the  subject  of  the  position  of 
those  Municipalities  in  regard  to  electric  lighting. 
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Dr.  Gregory  gave  notice  of  motion  as  follows : — 

“  That  this  Commission  do  inform  the  Councils  of  Rondebosch  and  Claremont  in 
connection  with  a  letter  from  the  latter,  dated  the  4th  August,  that  it  would 
be  desirable  to  introduce  into  any  fresh  electric  lighting  agreement  a  clause 
providing  for  the  event  of  the  establishment  of  a  oombined  Municipality 
including  their  areas;” 
with  the  following  alternative  : — 

“  That  this  Commission  do  officially  draw  the  attention  of  the  several  Municipal 
Councils  of  the  Peninsula  to  the  advisability  of  their  not  entering  into  any 
new  agreements  in  regard  to  arrangements  for  Avater  supply,  sewerage, 
lighting,  and  other  Municipal  affairs  without  making  provision  therein  for 
the  event  of  the  establishment  of  a  combined  Municipality.” 

The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  amended  Special  Census  (July,  1902,)  Returns 
for  the  Municipalities  of  Woodstock  and  Maitland. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 


SIXTY-SIXTH  MEETING. 

Saturday,  9th  August,  1902,  10  a.m. 


Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Villiers. 

„  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  deliberated. 


SIXTY-SEVENTH  MEETING. 

Monday,  11th  August,  1902,  10-30  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory'.  Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Anderson.  ,,  De  Villiers. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Dr.  Gregory  proposed  the  following  resolution  of  which  Notice  of  Motion  had 
been  given : — 

“  That  this  Commission  do  inform  the  Councils  of  Rondebosch  and  Claremont,  in 
connection  with  a  letter  from  the  latter,  dated  the  4th  August,  that  it  would  be 
desirable  to  introduce  into  any  fresh  electrio  lighting  agreement  a  clause  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  event  of  the  establishment  of  a  combined  Municipality 
including  their  areas.” 

There  being  no  seoonder,  the  proposal  dropped. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 


SIXTY-EIGHTH  MEETING. 

Tuesday,  12 th  August,  1902,  10-30  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Stewart. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Villiers. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  deliberated. 
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SIXTY-NINTH  MEETING. 


Saturday,  23rd  August,  19U2,  10'30  cun. 


(Held  in  the  Civil  Service  Commission  Rooms,  Hofmeyr  Chambers). 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  Gurney. 


Mr.  Lawrence. 

„  Stewart. 

„  De  Yilliers. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  intimating  that  the  Colonial 
Secretary  was  not  prepared  to  authorize  any  expenditure  from  public  funds  upon 
surveys  of  water  sources. 

Ordered  to  be  published  as  an  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Commission. 

Letters  read  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Woodstock,  giving  the  history  of  the  inclusion 
of  Woodstock  II  within  the  Municipality,  and  the  area  and  valuation  of  Woodstock  I 
and  Woodstock  II  respectively. 

Mr.  Gurney  proposed  and  Mr.  Lawrence  seconded  the  proposal,  which  was  carried 
unanimously,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Commission  be  conveyed  to  Mr.  Speaker  for  the 
use  of  the  Committee  Room  in  the  House  of  Assembly  from  17th  March  to  13th 
August,  and  that  an  honorarium  of  £5  be  given  to  the  servants  of  the  House  for 
services  rendered  during  that  period,  the  money  to  be  handed  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Houso 
for  proportionate  distribution. 

The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  Table  the  following  documents  : 

1.  Appendices  to  Report  as  finally  printed  up  to  date,  comprising  A  to  J  inclu¬ 
sive,  Appendix  A  being  numbered  1  A  to  1  M  consecutively. 

2.  Further  Special  Census  (July,  1902,)  Returns  received  from  the  Registrar  of 
Statistics,  comprising  :  Cape  Town  by  Districts  and  by  Tenements  ;  Woodstock  I  and 
II  respectively  ;  Robben  Island ;  and  certain  Rural  Areas  in  the  Cape  Division. 

Resolved, — To  convej  to  the  Registrar  of  Statistics  an  intimation  of  the  desire 
of  the  Commission  to  be  placed  in  possession  of  the  final  Population  Returns  of  Muni¬ 
cipalities  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

Dr.  Anderson  having  requested  permission  to  use  figures  given  in  the  Population 
Returns  for  purposes  of  a  Health  Report  then  in  course  of  preparation  by  him,  the 
desired  permission  was  accorded. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 


SEVENTIETH  MEETING. 


Saturday,  30 th  August,  1902,  11  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 
Mr.  Gurney. 


Mr.  Lawrence. 

„  Stewart. 

„  De  Villiers. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Wynberg,  conveying  a  resolution  of  the  Wyn- 
berg  Council  suggesting  the  desirability  of  amending  Act  45  of  1882  so  as  to  make  it 
compulsory  for  all  Municipal  rates  to  be  paid  on  properties  before  transfer. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  acknowledge  the  letter  and  to  acquaint  the  Town 
Clerk  that  the  subject  would  have  the  best  consideration  of  the  Commission. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 
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SEVENTY-FIRST  MEETING. 

Saturday ,  6th  September,  1902,  11  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Lawrence. 

,,  Anderson.  ,,  Stewart. 

Mr.  Gurney.  !  ,,  De  Villiers. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Letter  read  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Kalk  Bay,  conveying  a  resolution  of  the  Kalk 
Bay  Council  with  regard  to  compulsory  notification  of  transfer  of  immovable  property. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  in  acknowledging  the  letter  to  intimate  that  the 
matter  would  receive  the  best  attention  of  the  Commission. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 

Mr.  Lawrence  proposed,  and  Mr.  Gurney  seconded  the  proposal,  which  was  carried 
unanimously,  that  members  entrusted  with  the  drafting  of  sections  of  the  Report 
forward  their  respective  drafts  to  the  Secretary,  who  should  have  the  same  typed  and 
circulated  amongst  the  members,  such  drafts  with  the  annotations  of  the  members  to 
be  thereafter  transmitted  to  the  Chairman. 


SEVENTY-SECOND  MEETING. 

Thursday,  11  th  December,  1902,  11  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  |  Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson.  |  „  Dyer. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  on  the  table  printed  copies  of  Appendix  L  of  the  Report, 
numbered  consecutively  L  (1)  to  L  (10),  being  Statements  of  Municipal  Loans  as 
prepared  by  the  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee. 

The  Commission  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  draft  Report. 


SEVENTY-THIRD  MEETING. 

Friday,  12 th  December,  1902,  9‘30  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  |  Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson.  |  „  Dyer. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  resumed  consideration  of  the  draft  Report. 


SEVENTY-FOURTH  MEETING. 

Saturday,  13th  December,  1902,  9‘30  am. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson.  „  Dyer. 

Mr.  De  Villiers. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting.' were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  resumed  consideration  of  the  draft  Report. 
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SEVENTY-FIFTH  MEETING. 


Monday,  1 5th  December,  1902,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bxsset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Gurnet. 

„  Anderson.  „  Dyer. 

Mr.  De  Villiers. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  resumed  consideration  of  the  draft  Report. 


SEVENTY-SIXTH  MEETING. 


Tuesday,  16 th  December,  1902,  9‘30  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Gurnet, 

,,  Anderson.  „  Dyer. 

Mr.  De  Villiers. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  resumed  consideration  of  the  draft  Report. 


SEVENTY-SEVENTH  MEETING. 


Wednesday ,  Ylth  December,  1902,  9‘30  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

,,  Anderson. 
Mr.  De  Villiers. 


Mr.  Gurney. 
,,  Dyer. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  resumed  consideration  of  the  draft  Report. 


SEVENTY-EIGHTH  MEETING. 


Thursday,  1 8th  December,  1902,  9'30  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 


Mr.  Gurney. 

,,  De  Villiers. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  copies  of  the  final  print  of  the  following  Appen¬ 
dices  to  the  Report : 

(1)  Appendix  K,  being  correspondence  relative  to  Surveys  of  Sources  of  Water 
Supply  ; 

(2)  Appendix  L,  comprising  L  (1)  to  L  (10),  being  Statements  of  Municipal 
Loans  raised,  repaid,  and  outstanding  on  31st  December,  1901. 

The  Secretary  also  laid  upon  the  table  reprinted  copies  of  Appendix  A,  compris¬ 
ing  A  (1)  to  A  (14),  being  Abstracts  of  Municipal  ordinary  Receipts  and  Payments 
for  the  period  1897  to  1901  inclusive. 

The  Commission  resumed  consideration  of  the  draft  Report. 
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EIGHTY-SEVENTH  MEETING. 

Tuesday,  6th  January,  1903,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory  Mr.  Gurney 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Villiers. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  resumed  consideration  of  the  draft  Report. 


EIGHTY-EIGHTH  MEETING. 

Wednesday,  7th  January,  1903,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Villiers. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  resumed  consideration  of  the  draft  Report. 


EIGHTY-NINTH  MEETING. 

Thursday,  8th  January,  1903,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Gurney. 

,,  Anderson.  „  De  Villiers. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  resumed  consideration  of  the  draft  Report. 


NINETIETH  MEETING. 

Monday,  12 th  January,  1903,  10  a.m. 
Present  ; 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman) . 

Dr.  Anderson.  |  Mr.  Gurney. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  resumed  consideration  of  the  draft  Report. 


NINETY-FIRST  MEETING. 

Tuesday,  13 th  January,  1903,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  |  Mr.  Gurney. 

,,  Anderson. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  resumed  consideration  of  the  draft  Report. 
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NINETY-SECOND  MEETING. 

Wednesday ,  14 th  January,  1903,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  |  Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson.  j  ,,  De  Yilliers. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  resumed  consideration  of  the  draft  Report. 


NINETY-THIRD  MEETING. 

Thursday,  15 th  January,  1903,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  |  Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson.  |  „  De  Yiluers. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  resumed  consideration  of  the  draft  Report. 


NINETY-FOURTH  MEETING. 

Friday,  1  Qth  January,  1903,  10  a.m 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 

Mr.  Lawrence. 


Mr.  Gurney. 

,,  De  Yilliers. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Commission  resumed  consideration  of  the  draft  Report. 


NINETY-FIFTH  MEETING. 


Monday,  19 th  January,  1903,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (C  airman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Villiers. 

Mr.  Lawrence. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  Committee  resumed  consideration  of  the  draft  Report. 


NINETY-SIXTH  MEETING. 


Thursday,  22 nd  January,  1903,  10  a.m. 
Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Gregory. 

„  Anderson. 


Mr.  Gurney. 

„  De  Yilliers. 


The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  Advocate  De  Yilliers  put  in  draft  Bills  providing  for  the  creation  of  a 
Unified  Municipality  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  and  of  a  Rural  Council  in  the  Cape 
Division. 

The  Commission  deliberated. 

5  P 


XXXVI 


NINETY-SEVENTH  MEETING. 

Monday ,  26th  January ,  1903,  10  a.wr. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Hr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Gurney. 

,,  Anderson.  „  De  Villiers. 

Mr.  Lawrence. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  aud  confirmed. 

Dr.  Gregory  handed  in  the  greater  portion  of  a  Minority  Report  containing  34 
clauses,  and  stated  that  he  would  undertake  to  complete  the  Report  within  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  48  hours. 

The  Chairman  proposed  that  the  Report  of  the  Commission  as  drafted  he  adopted 
and  forwarded  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

Carried. 

Dr.  Gregory  protested  against  the  sending  in  of  the  Report  in  the  absence  of  any 
definite  expression  of  Mr.  Stewart’s  views  on  the  subject  and  without  his  (the  protestor’s) 
Minority  Report  which  was  practically  completed  and  had  been  laid  on  the  Table. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  ascertain  from  Mr.  Stewart  whether  he  would  be 
in  a  position  to  sign  the  Report  on  the  28th  instant  in  the  event  of  the  Commission  being 
prepared  to  hold  over  the  dispatch  of  it  until  that  day. 

The  Chairman  proposed  that  Mr.  Gurney,  Mr.  De  Villiers,  and  Dr.  Anderson 
should  form  a  Sub-Committee  to  finally  prepare  the  two  draft  Bills  forming  Appendices 
M  and  N  of  the  Report. 

Carried. 

A  letter  dated  the  23rd  January,  1903,  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary,  was 
put  in,  transmitting  certain  papers  and  official  documents  relating  to  the  proposed 
Drainage  Scheme  being  undertaken  by  the  Municipality  of  Wynberg. 


NINETY-EIGHTH  MEETING. 

Tuesday,  27  th  January ,  1903,  10  a.m. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Gregory.  Mr.  Gurney. 

„  Anderson.  „  De  Villiers. 

Mr.  Lawrence. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  Meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  portion  of  Dr.  Gregory’s  Minority  Report  was  read. 

Mr.  L  awrence  proposed  that  the  Report  of  the  Commission  as  adopted  be 
forwarded  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  as  soon  as  Mr.  Stewart  had  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  signing  it,  and  that  Dr.  Gregory’s  Minority  Report  be  considered  at  the 
next  Meeting  of  the  Commission. 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Gurney  and  carried,  Dr.  Gregory  voting  against  it. 

Dr.  Gregory  having  requested  that  the  portion  of  the  Minority  Report  put  in  by 
him  might  be  returned  to  him  for  amendment,  it  was  resolved  that  the  request  be 
complied  with  upon  the  understanding  that  the  Minority  Report  when  complete  be 
forwarded  through  the  Chairman  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

It  was  resolved  that  such  Maps,  Books,  Documents,  etc,  as  had  to  be  returned  to 
their  various  o  vners  be  sent  back  to  them  forthwith  by  the  Secretary,  accompanied  by 
a  letter  of  thanks  for  their  use :  and  that  all  other  Maps,  Books,  Documents,  and 
general  records,  the  property  of  the  Commission,  be  lodged  for  safe  keeping  in  Mr. 
Speaker’s  Chambers. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Speaker  for  the  use  of  the  room  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Commission  since  the  11th  December,  1902. 

It  was  resolved  that  an  honorarium  of  £5  be  given  to  the  servants  of  the  House 
for  services  rendered  since  that  date,  the  money  to  be  handed  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  for  proportionate  distribution. 
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A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  Chairman  for  the  unwearying  attention 
and  unfailing  courtesy  displayed  by  him  during  the  whole  existence  of  the  Commission. 

The  Chairman,  in  responding,  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Gregory  and  Mr. 
Gurney,  the  Members  of  the  Financial  Returns  Sub-Committee,  for  the  great  care  taken 
and  time  expended  in  compiling  the  Financial  Abstracts. 

Unanimously  passed. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  Secretary  for  his  assiduity  and  punctuality  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties. 
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NAMES  OF  WITNESSES  EXAMINED. 


Andrews,  John,  a  Councillor  (ex-Mayor)  of  the  Municipality  of  Rondebosoh,  and  a 
Member  of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  Committee. 

Ball,  Thomas,  C.M.G.,  a  Councillor  (ex-Mayor)  of  the  City  of  Cape  Town. 

Barnes,  Alfred,  Town  Clerk  of  the  Municipality  of  Kalk  Bay. 

Batchelor,  William  Alexander,  Town  Clerk  of  the  Municipality  of  Rondebosch. 

Beard,  Henry,  ex-M.L.A.,  a  resident  and  Councillor  of  Claremont  and  a  citizen  of 
Cape  Town. 

Behr,  George  Conrad,  a  Councillor  (ex-Mayor)  of  the  Municipality  of  Woodstock,  and 
a  Member  of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  Committee. 

Bennett,  Thomas,  Engineer  for  the  Municipality  of  Kalk  Bay. 

Bosman,  Petrus  Jacobus,  a  Councillor  of  the  City  of  Cape  Town. 

Bromley,  Robert,  Inspector  of  Roads,  Public  Works  Department. 

Brown,  John  Louis  Mitchell,  M.L.A.,  a  Councillor  of  the  Municipality  of  Green  and 
Sea  Point. 

Clark,  George  Muirhead,  M.A.,  A.M.I.C.  E.,  Government  Electrician. 

Cloete,  Henry.  C.M.G.,  Barrister-at-Law,  a  resident  of  Constantia,  and  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Constantia  Fruit  Growers’  Association. 

Craig,  William,  A.M.I.C.E.,  M.S.E.,  Assistant  Engineer,  Public  Works  Department. 

Dixon,  William  Noble'  a  representative  of  the  British  Working  Men’s  Association 
of  South  Africa. 

Donnan,  Hugh,  a  Councillor  of  the  Municipality  of  Claremont,  and  a  Member  of  the 
Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  Committee. 

Earp,  Edwin  John,  Mayor  of  the  Municipality  of  Rondebosch. 

Erskine.  St.  Vincent  Whitshed,  Government  Land  Surveyor. 

Finch,  Josiah  Robert,  Town  Clerk  to  the  Corporation  of  Cape  Town. 

Gillard,  William  Smale,  Town  Clerk  of  the  Municipality  of  Simon’s  Town. 

Hammersley-Heenan,  J  obert  Henry,  M.I.C.E.,  General  Manager  of  the  Harbour 
Board  of  Table  Bay. 

Hanau,  Isidor,  a  resident  of  Wynberg. 

Hay,  William,  ex-M  L.A.,  a  resident  of  Green  Point  and  a  citizen  of  Cape  Town. 

Heath,  Edward  Henry,  a  resident  of  Sea  Point,  and  formerly  Seoretary  to  the  Joint 
Water  Committee,  Rondebosch. 

Herring,  Herbert,  Town  Clerk  of  the  Municipality  of  Green  and  Sea  Point. 

Heward,  Richard  Henry,  Engineer  for  the  Municipality  of  Green  and  Sea  Point. 

Hugo,  Frederick  Hermanus  Schundorf,  Mayor  of  the  Municipality  of  Simon’s  Town, 
and  a  Member  of  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape 

Hutt,  Edward,  a  Councillor  (ex-Mayor)  of  the  Municipality  of  Maitland. 

Jacobs,  William,  a  representative  of  the  British  Working  Men’s  Association  of  South 
Africa. 

Jurisch,  Captain  Carl  Pleinrich  Leopold  Max,  Acting  Surveyor-General  of  the  Cape 
Colony 

Louw,  'I  homas  Arnoldus  Johannes,  Mayor  of  the  M unicipality  of  Claremont.  Chairman 
of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  Committee,  and  a  Member  of  the  Divisional 
Council  of  the  Cape 

MacLean,  Lachlan,  ex-Mayor  of  the  Municipality  of  Claremont,  and  a  Manager  of 
the  Union  Castle  Steamship  Company 

McGregor,  John,  Mayor  of  the  Municipality  of  Maitland 

Menmuir,  Robert  William,  M.I  C  E.,  Engineer  for  the  Municipality  of  Woodstock 

Moller,  Oerrit  Hendrik,  Auctioneer  and  Municipal  Valuator 

Moore,  Reverend  Frederick  Bullen,  Rector  of  Christ  Church,  Constantia,  and  a  resident 
of  Wynberg 

Moore.  William  Edward,  Mayor  of  the  Municipality  of  Woodstock,  and  a  Member 
of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  Committee 

Myburgh,  Ryk,  a  resident  in  Hout  Bay,  and  representative  of  the  Constantia  Fruit 
Growers’  Association 

Newey,  Joseph,  M.I.C.E.,  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works. 

Oakley,  Henry  Miller,  a  resident  of  Rondebosch,  and  a  Contractor  for  Water  Bores. 

Olive,  William  Thomas,  M.I.C.E.,  Engineer  for  the  Cape  Marine  Suburbs,  Limited. 
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Powell,  George,  a  Councillor  of  the  Municipality  of  Kalk  Bay. 

Price,  Thomas  Rees,  C.M.G.,  General  Manager  of  the  Cape  Government  Railways 

Reid,  Andrew  Burnett,  a  Councillor  of  the  Municipality  of  Mowbray,  and  a  Member 
of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  Committee. 

Rigby,  Herbert  Peter  Barrow,  M.I.C.E.,  Drainage  Engineer  for  the  Corporation  of 
Cape  Town. 

Rouse,  Herbert,  Secretary  of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  Committee. 

Runciman,  William,  M.L.A.,  ex-May  or  of  the  Municipality  of  Simon’s  Town,  and  a 
Member  of  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape. 

Saunders,  Harry  Percival,  a  Contractor  for  boring  Artesian  Wells. 

Schreiner,  Hon.  William  Philip,  K.C.,  Claremont,  formerly  Prime  Minister  of  the 
Colony. 

Scowen,  Harry  Harold,  Mayor  of  the  Municipality  of  Kalk  Bay. 

Smart,  George,  ex-Mayor  of  the  City  of  Cape  Town. 

Starke,  Robert,  a  Member  of  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape. 

Stewart,  Charles,  B.Sc.,  Secretary  of  the  Meteorological  Commission. 

Stewart,  Thomas,  M.I.C.E.,  Engineer-in-Chief  for  the  Reservoir  Works  of  the  City  of 
Cape  Town,  Engineer  for  the  Municipality  of  Wynberg,  Consulting  Engineer  to 
the  Municipality  of  Kalk  Bay,  and  a  Member  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  Com¬ 
mission. 

Stoney,  Dr.  William  Walter,  District  Surgeon  of  Kimberley,  and  formerly  Assistant 
Director  of  Plague  Administration. 

Teaman,  George  William,  a  Councillor  of  the  Municipality  of  Mowbray,  and  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  Committee. 

Thorne,  William,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Cape  Town. 

Tonkin,  Samuel,  Mayor  of  the  Municipality  of  Mowbray,  and  a  Member  of  the 
Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  Committee. 

Van  der  Westhuizen,  Henry,  Secretary  of  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape. 

Yollmer,  Theodore,  a  Councillor  of  the  Municipality  of  Wynberg. 

Wahl,  Robert  Paul  Loftus,  Solicitor  for  the  Cape  Marine  Suburbs,  Limited. 

Walker,  David,  Town  Clerk  of  the  Municipality  of  Claremont. 

Westhofen,  Wilhelm,  Engineer  to  the  Public  Works  Department. 

Wiener,  Ludwig,  ex-M.L.A.,  Claremont,  Chairman  of  the  Table  Bay  Harbour  Board. 

Wilmot,  Hon.  Alexander,  M.L.C. 

Wyllie,  James,  a  Councillor  of  the  City  of  Cape  Town. 

Wynne  Roberts,  Robert  Owen,  A.M.I.C.E.,  Engineer  and  Hydraulic  Engineer  for 
the  Corporation  of  Cape  Town. 


CAFE  OF  GOOD  HOPE. 


REPORT 

OF  A 

COMMISSION 


Appointed  to  Enquire  into  and  Report  upon  Certain 
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Cape  Peninsula  Commission. 
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12194-12205, 

{Maitland) 


13813-21,  14039  42, 
10878  ;  (Mowb  ay)  : 


Abattoirs  (Maitland)  :  11313-15,11319-28;  (Stoney) :  5770-73. 

Abolition  of  Divisional  Council  (Cane  Town)-.  14036-38,  14176-87  ;  ( Claremont ):  2811  et.  s/q.  , 

(Constantin)  :  9663-69,  9709,  10334-35,  10368,  10406-07  ;  (. Div .  Co.):  3284-85;  (MacLean)  :  10143-44, 
1 01 55  -  56  ;  (Maitland):  11400;  (Mowbray):  1654-56;  (Newey'*  :  5040  ;  (Rondebosch)  :  9034  ;  (Runcim  a)  ■ 
5514-15:  (Sea  Point):  13601-10;  (Simon's  Town):  7111;  (Smart):  12715-21;  (Miner)  :  13142-45; 
( Woodstock ):  5152-67;  ( JVynberg) :  7719. 

Albion  Spring  ( Woodstock )  :  4541-42,  4585-89. 

Alienated  Land  in  Cape  Town  ( Juriseh )  :  16-20. 

Alienated  Land  in  Green  and  Sea  Point  (Juriseh)  :  23-24. 

Alienation  of  Commonage  in  Cape  Peninsula  (Juriseh)  :  35-39. 

Analyses  of  Water  ( Oakley )  :  10U29-30. 

Andrews,  John,  see  Rondebosch. 

Area  (Cape  Town)  :  11488-96,  12118-28,  12135-38,  12143-66,  12185-88, 

14226-31;  ( Claremont ):  2147-58,  2198.99;  ( Ka/k  Bay):  9324-28; 

314-16,  319-22,  605-9;  (Iiondrbosch):  8201-13,  8217-24;  (Sea  Point):  13312-17;  (Simon’s  lorn): 

5900-3,  5913-18,  7195-7211;  (Woodstock):  3302-34,  3356-66,  3378-92,  3402-45,  3522-23,  3529, 

5096-98;  (Wynberg):  6C05-15,  6022,  6038-45,  6051-52,6186-88,  7640-42. 

Area  and  Commonage  of  Cape  Town  (Juriseh)  :  12-14,  110. 

Area  and  Commonage  of  Green  and  Sea  Point  (Juriseh) :  21  -22. 

Area  and  Commonage  of  Municipalities  Juriseh)  :  27. 

Area  and  Commonage  of  Woodstock  ( Juriseh )  :  25-26. 

Area  and  Limits  of  Cape  Division  (Juriseh)  :  10-11. 

Area  and  Limits  of  Cape  Peninsula  ( Juriseh )  :  8-9,  41-  44,  99-104. 

Audit  by  Government  (Beard)  :  10121-22:  (Cape  Town):  12232-36;  ( Hanau )  ;  10849-50;  (Hay)  :  9936-37 
(MacLean)  :  10177;  ( Wocd  took)  :  5249. 

Australian  Road  Management  (Craig)  :  7813-17. 

Ball,  Thomas,  see  Cape  Town. 

Barnes,  Alfred,  see  Kalk  Bay. 

Base  of  Table  Mountain,  Habitable  Portion  of  (Juriseh)  :  105-6,  115-20. 

Batchelor,  W.  A.,  see  Rondebosch. 

Beard,  Henry  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Liesbeek  Municipality.  — 10061-64,  10128-31. 

Bill  for  Combined  Drainaee  and  Water  Scheme. — 10065-71 . 

Waterworks  Municipal  relations. — 10072-83. 

Divisional  Council  relations.  — 10084. 

Maintenance  of  Roads.— 19085-86. 

Municipal  Affairs.  — 10087-95  :  10101-02,  10121-22. 

Valuations.  — 10096-10100. 

Municipal  Amalgamation.  — 10103-10. 

Board  of  Works.  — 10110-20. 

Go7ernment  Audit. — 10121-22. 

Divisional  Council  outside  Municipalities.— 10123-27. 

Tramways.  — 10132. 

Behr,  G.  C.,  see  Woodstock. 

Bennett,  Thomas,  see  Kalk  Bay. 

Berg  River  (Juriseh)  69-76. 

Board  of  Works  (Beard):  10110-20;  (Cape  Town):  13968-72,  14046;  (Claremont):  9811  et  sen-  (Con¬ 
stantsa):  9670-77,  9718-32,  9735-38,  9831-34,  10362-70;  (Hanau  -.  10812-16;  (Kalk  '  Bay)  : 

9528-31;  (MacLean):  10143-54,  10157-69,  10174-76,  10228-54,  10259-73:  (Maitland):  11258-66 

1 1S90-99  ;  (Newey):  4937-52,  1979-88,  4997,  5014-17,  5026,  5032-45';  (Rondebosch:  S5o2-0o’ 

8533-36;  (Runciman) :  5516-33,  5557-65,  5579-95,  6830-51,  6868-74;  (Schr-iner)  :  12785-12846  : 

(Smart):  12420-48,  12463-86,  12506,  12557,  1256  -64,  12570-71;  12576-78,  12718-20  ( Wcst.hofi 

7960-70,  7983-90,  7999  8007  ;  ( Woodstock) :  5796-5810,  5S4  »,  5892-95;  (Wynberg  7675-83. 

B  >ard  of  Works,  Brisbane  (Craig)  :  7799 

Hoard  of  Works,  Melbourne  (Craig)  :  7747-79.  7794,  7798,  7908-15,  7937. 

B  ard  of  Works,  Sydney  ( Craig)  :  7740-46,  7867-68,  7890-93,  7907-15. 

B  okkeeping  System  (Cape  Town)  :  11530-35,  11664-65,  13729-39. 

Boring  for  Water  (Capa  Town):  11639;  (Oakley):  9947-10055;  (Price):  2612,  2647-55,  2697-99  ;  (Saund'-s)  ■ 
10466-10533  ;  (Westhofen)  :  8109-11;  (Woodstock):  4097-4106,  4550-51  ;  (Wynbrg):  6545-48. 
Borrowing  Powers  (Cape  Town):  13791  99. 

Busman,  C.  ,T.,  see  Cape  Town. 

Boundaries  (Cape  Town):  11124,  11216  34,  12182-84  ;  ( Claremont ):  2203-26.2311  12;  (Mai  t  lan  l)  1093'> 
10939-40,  10964  11008,  11352-70;  (llondeboseh)  :  8892-8919;  (Sea  Point)  :  13572-79  (Simon's  Tow,,  ' 
7136  37;  (Woodstock):  3302-4,  3356-53,  3402-3,  3409-10,  3427-29,  5292-5300:  (Wynberg)  6038-39 
6041-45,  6051  52,  7640  42. 

Boundaries  of  Cape  Town  (Smart)  :  12710-14. 

Bourn  a  ies  of  Municipalities  ( Hanau)  :  10852-53  ;  (Juriseh)  :  46-58,  107  9. 

Hreede  River  ( T.  Stewart)  :  12970-71  - 
Bridges  ( Bromley )  :  10611  16,  10638-73. 

Brisbane  Board  of  Works  (Craig)  :  7799 

British  Working  Men’s  As'ociation  of  South  Africa,  see  Working  Men. 

Bromley,  Robert,  Road  Inspector,  Public  Works  Dept  :  Heads  of  Evidence . 

Roads. — Experi-nce  with:  10534-48:  Div  Couucil  management:  10549-81.  10587-89,  10674-78 

Effect  of  Tramways:  10582-83;  Transfer  of  Control :  10584-86,  10‘  17-18,  10697-700  ;  Div. 

1  ouncil  Financial  matter.-,  :  10590-97,  10671-73  ;  Width  of  :  1059S-610  :  Bridges  :  10611-16,  10638- 
73  ;  Maintenance  by  Government  :  10619-22  ;  Wheel  tax  :  10623-37. 

Water. — Twenty  Four  Rivers  as  a  source  of  supply  :  10679-97,  10701-09;  Other  sources  :  1 0  7 1 0  - 1  j . 
Brown,  John  L.  M.,  see  Sea  coint. 

Cabs  (Mowbray).— Amalarfmatiou  :  1567  :  Licences  and  Regulations  :  1542-56. 

Camps  Bay  (jurisch^M (rs. 

rn  oi  ■'iTino  -i  7 
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11524-40;  System  of  Book-keeping:  11530-35, 
Committees:  11547-49;  Valuation  of  Property  : 
11555-61,  11594-11600;  Differences  between 


Camp*  Bay  Company,  see  Marine. 

Camps  Bay  Local  Government  (Marine)  :  12610. 

Camps  Bay  Municipalization  (Cap)  Town) :  11816-11923,  12104-15,  14039-42,  14226-31  ;  (Marine)  :  12611-31, 
12649-61  ;  (Smart)  :  12451-54. 

Camps  Bay  Water  Supply  ( "ape  lown)  :  13902-03  ;  (Marine)  :  12632-35,  12670-80,  126S5- 12700. 

Capacity  of  Municipal  Councillors  (Netcey)  :  4957-64,  4990-92. 

Cape  District  Waterworks,  s.-e  Waterworks  '  t 

Cape  Division.— Area  and  Limi'sof  ( Jurisch ):  10-11. 

C  ;pe  Division. — Field  Cornetcies  (Jurisch)  :  11. 

Cape  Marine  Suburbs  (Marine)  :  12685-12700. 

Cape  Peninsula. — Area  and  Limitsof  (Jurisch)  :  8-9,  41-44,  99-104. 

Cape  Peninsula  Commonage. — Alienation  of  (Jurisch) :  35-39. 

Cape  Peninsula. — Definition  of  ( Jur.sch )  :  4-7,  99. 

Cape  Feniniula. — Land  privately  owned  (Jurisch)  :  29-34. 

Cape  Peninsula  Rainfall  (C.  Stewart) :  S543-70,  8619-25;  (Wc.it/iofen)  :  8037-39. 

Cape  Peninsula  Sewage  Outfalls  (Craig)  :  7838-51,  7879-84,  7898-7906. 

Cape  Peninsula  Water  Schemes  (Wynne -Roberts) :  8759-74,  9037-9136. 

Cape  Peninsula  "Water  Supply  (Craig)-.  7787-88,  7790-94,  7807-11,  7894-97,  7922-25,  7929-37 

(Westhofen) :  S008-13,  8040-49,  S114-72. 

Caps  Town.-B^^Thmias,^  J  representatives  of  the  Cape  Town  Council :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Constitution  of  Council. — 11409-22,  11459-61, 11497-11515. 

Constitution  of  Municipality. — 11423-58. 

Boundaries.— 11424,  12116-34,  12182-84. 

Ward  system  of  representation. — 11425-43. 

Registration  of  voters. — 11444-58. 

Interest  in  Municipal  matters. — 11462-66. 

Population  — 11467-87. 

Area. — Available  for  building  purposes  :  11488-96. 

Finance. — Estimates  :  11516-23  ;  Reserve  Fuad  : 

11664-65;  Sinking  Fund,  11541-46;  Dudes  of 
11550-54,  11562-69,  11595-11600;  Valuators: 

Valuations:  11570-73;  Valuation  Court :  11574-93. 

Water — Storage  Capacity  :  11601-22  ;  Schemes  for  additional  supply  :  11623-35;  Waste  on  Mountain 
slopes:  11636-38;  Boring  for  :  11639;  Supply  per  head:  11640-43;  Estimate  of  future  supply: 
11644-51  :  Cost  of  Reservoirs;  11652-58,  11669,  11675-81;  Amalgamation:  11659-63;  Cost  of 
Water  :  11666-81. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  —Sewage  Outfall :  11683-85, 

Sanitation. — Night  Soil  Removals  ;  11685-11706. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Cost  of  Scheme:  11708-10,  11724;  Woodstock  relations  :  11711-13,  11924-25; 

Sea  Point  relations  :  11714-16  ;  Amalgamation  :  11717-25. 

Streets  and  Roads. — Condition:  11726,  11821-23  ;  Divisional  Council  rates  :  11727-32  ;  Maintenance  of 
Roads  :  11733-58  ;  Material  used  :  11759-61  ;  Traction  Engines  :  11762-70  ;  Scavenging  :  11771-89, 
Sanita'ion. — Refuse  R'-movals :  11790-11803,  11824-32,  11835-36,  11842-45  ;  Refuse  Destructors: 

11804-12,  11833-34,  11837-41. 

Streets  and  Roads. — Construction  :  11813-19. 

Camps  Bay  — Proposed  Inclusion  in  Municipality  :  11846-11923,  12104-15. 

Lighting. -Electric:  11926-30.  11933-50,  11962-12023;  Gas:  11931-32,  11944,  11951-61. 

Tramways. — Control  of  :  11995-12003. 

Wash-houses. — 12024-33,  12059-63. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Stormwater  :  12034-38. 

Sanitation. — Infectious  Diseases  Hospital :  12039-41,  12070-76. 

Public  Baths.— 12042-43,  12064-68. 

Jetty. — 12043,  12069. 

Fire  Brigade. — 12044-46,  12077-87,  12092-96. 

Town  Hall :  12047-58,  12091. 

Sanitation. — Rentzkie’s  Farm  ;  12073,  12129-32,  12159-60  ;  Somerset  Hospital:  12088-90  ;  Foreshore  of 
Table  Bay  :  12139-42,  12189-90  ;  Port  Sanitary  authority  :  12190-92. 

Area.— Salt  River  Outspan ;  12118-28,  12143-60,  12185-88:  Table  Mountain.— 12135-38,  12161-66, 

12194-12205. 

Municipal  Powers  and  Regulations. — 12167-81. 

Municipal  Amalgamation.  -  12184-87,  12193,  12206-83. 

Municipal  Ratii  g. — 12216-26. 

Gover  iment  Audit  of  Account^.  — 12332-36. 

D-visi  jaal  Council. — 12284-12312. 

Cnnst:  ntia.  Municipalization  of. — 12288. 

F  inch^  I  osiahL  Roe  het^Tow  n  Clerk),  }  of  the  CaP6  Tuwn  Counoil :  Heads  of  Evident 
Finance. — Svstem  of  Book-keeping:  13729-39;  Excess  of  Water  Receipts  over  Water  Payments: 
18740-45;  Electric  Lighting  Works  Account :  13746-68  ;  Water  Revenue  :  13769-71,  13779-83, 
13S32-34,  13846-49,  13899-139. 1  ;  Interest  on  Bank  Deposit :  13772-75  ;  Police  Fines  :  13776-78; 
Consulidation  of  Loans:  13784-88  ;  Sinking  Fund :  13789-90;  Borrowing  Poweis  :  13791-99: 
Valuations:  13800-06;  Rating:  13807-12. 

Area — Cape  Town  a  favourite  place  of  residence:  13813  16;  Land  available  for  building  purposes: 
11817-20  ;  Municipal  Land  to  be  leasehold  :  13821. 

Water. — Views  r*  increased  requirements  :  13822-24,  13931-32;  Steps  taken  by  Corporation  for  further 
supply:  13825-23,  13835-38,  14109-21,  14131-59;  Corporation  able  to  control  Peninsula  supply  : 
13r.27,  13830,  13860-70;  Positiwn  of  Cape  Town  in  Money  Market:  1  827-23.  13904-08;  ;  harge  for 
to  Consumers  :  13829  ;  .Sea  Water  for  Flushing  Purposes:  13831,  13909-19,  13929-30;  Expenses  of 
Management:  13839-45;  Profit  on:  13846-49,  13899-13901;  Supply  to  Green  and  Sea  Point: 
13850-57  ;  Amalgamation  in  Large  Scheme  :  13858-98,  13933-44  ;  W  iter  Board  :  13867-70, 
13933-37,  14105-08;  Wynberg  Supply:  13886-97;  Camps  Bay  Supply:  139C2-03;  Creditof 
Suburban  Municipalities  :  13904-08. 

Sanitadon. — Control  of  Docks  and  Shipping  :  13911-12,  14196-14225. 

Water — Docks  Supply:  13  13-16  :  Suburban  Municipal  Supply:  13917-19,  13938-45;  Wo-king 
Expenses:  13920-23;  Table  Mountain  Emergency  Sujrply  :  13924-28,  13942,  13946-50  —  Fresh 
cheaper  than  Salt:  1392  '-30;  Dual  Supply — meth  >d  of  working  :  13923-37;  Possible  danger  to 
outside  supply  pipes:  13 1 46-59. 

D:a:nage  and  Sewerage. — Stormwater  :  14122-27. 

Sanitation. — Refuse  Disposal :  14128-30;  Refuse  Destructors  :  14129-30. 
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Streets  and  Roads. — Divisional  Council  Contribution:  14160-63:  Damage  by  Traction  Engines: 

14164-68;  Upkeep  of  Extra -Municipal  Roads  :  14169-76. 

Divisional  Council. — Abolition  of  :  14176-87, 

Municipalization  of  Constantia. — 14184. 

Lighting. —Electric  Plant,  Increase  of  :  14188-91:  Increased  Expenditure  on  :  14192-95. 

Sanitation. — Houses  unconnected  with  Sewerage  :  14199-14202. 

Camps  Bay. —Inclusion  of  in  Municipality  :  14226-31. 

Constitution  of  Council. — Committee  Meetings,  Increase  of  Work:  14232-35;  Ward  Representation  : 
14236-37,  14243-44  ;  Increase  in  number  of  Councillors  :  14243  ;  Municipal  Elections,  System  of  : 
14238-40;  Polling  hours  :  14241-42;  Municipal  Amalgamation:  14244-46. 

Wvt.LJE,  Jambs,  representative  of  the  Cape  Town  Council :  Head Is  of  Evidence. 

Water. — Views  re  increased  requirements  for  Peninsula  :  13955-73,  14069-71  ;  Board  of  Works  to  control 
supply:  13969-72, 

Drainage. — Cape  Town  Scheme  nearing  completion  :  13975. 

Sanitation. — Refuse  Disposal :  13976-95,  14088-S9  ;  Refuse  Destructors:  13981-82,  13985-94,  14090-93. 
Constitution  of  Municipality.  Ward  System  :  13998-14008. 

Finance. — Municipal  Valuations  :  14009-12,  14018-24  ;  Valuation  Court:  14013-17. 

Divisional  Council. — Valuations:  14025-35;  Contribution  to  for  Upkeep  of  Extra-Municipal  Roads: 

14027-35;  Abolition  of  :  14036-38. 

Camps  Bay. — Municipalization  of  :  14039-42. 

Municipal  Amalgamation  :  14043-71. 

Board  of  Works  for  Water  and  Electric  Light :  14046. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Bacteriological  Treatment  of  Sewage  :  14047-68,  14099-14103  :  Partial  Amal- 
mation  :  14050,  14055-56  ;  Discharge  of  Effluent  into  Liesbeek  R'ver  :  14060-63. 

Water. —Increased  Revenue  from:  14072-75. 

Fire  Brigade. — Appliances  for  High  Buildings  :  14077-84;  Maintenance  and  Control  :  14085-87. 

Water. — Dribble  System  :  14094-98. 

Cape  Town. — Alienated  Land  ( Juriseh ) :  16-20. 

Cape  Town  and  Districts  Waterworks,  see  Waterworks. 

Cape  Town. — Area  and  Commonage  ( Juriseh )  :  12-14,  110. 

Cape  Town  Boundaries  (Smart)  :  12710-14. 

Cape  Town  Drainage  ( Rigby )  :  9143-9320. 

Cape  Town. — Habitable  portion  of  (Juriseh)  :  15,  100,  110-114. 

Cape  Town  Lighting  (dark)  :  7303-16,  7322-32,  7336-39,  7381-83. 

Cape  Town  Municipal  Affairs  (Sea  Point)  :  13591-94;  (Smart):  12384-97,  12410-19,  12487-534,  12548-55, 
12559-60. 

Cape  Town  Sewage  Outfall  (Keenan) :  269,  300-3. 

Cape  Town  Sewage  (Rigby) :  9143-9320. 

Cape  Town  Valuations  (Mo/ter)  :  6909-14,  6921,  6926-46,  6993  98,  7002,  7023,  7 026  -29 . 

Cape  Town  Water  Supply  (Craig):  7784-85;  (Pri.ce):  2611-43,  2700-6;  ({smart)-  12766-67;  (Wynne- 
Roberts)  :  8630-8758,  9094-9100,  9118,  9123-28. 

Cape  Town  Water  Works  ( T .  Stewart )  :  12909,  129.11-14,  12918-41. 

Carriers’  Licences  (Hewey)  :  4850-58. 

Cement. — Sale  of  (1  Vy.berg):  6339-52,  6368-75,  6516-23,  6553-59,  7463-73. 

Cemeteries  (Maitland)  :  10933-35. 

Cemetery  (Constantsa) :  10428-50  :  (Kalk  Bag)  :  9632-39 

Central  Authority,  see  Board  of  Works. 

Charges  for  Water  (Cape  Town):  13829;  (Claremont):  2367-68;  (Maitland)  :  11048-49;  (Mowbray)  .  473-75, 
510,  1696-1705;  ( Wynberg ):  6267-69,  6524;  (W ynne-Roberts)  :  8661-71. 

Charges  for  Water  at  Simon’s  Town  (Runeiman):  5411-18. 

Clabkmont. — Donnan,  Hugh  (Councillor  of  the  Claremont  Municipality),  )  r,  ,  ,.  „  , 

Walkbr,  David  (Town  Clerk,  Claremont),  )  Heads  of  Evidence  : 

Area.  —2147,  2198  99  ;  Proportion  built  upon  :  2148  :  Commonage  :  2149  ;  Streams  :  2151-53  ;  Available 
for  building  purposes  :  2154-58. 

Population. — 2159-70,  3004 ;  Increase  of  :  2160-61,  2321  ;  Class  of  :  2162. 

Constitution  of  Council.  2171-80. 

Constitution  of  Municipality. — 2181-88,2307-10;  Valuations  :  2189-90,  2191-97  ;  Boundaries  of  :  2203- 
2226,  2311-12;  Boundaries  relations  with  adjoining  Municipalities:  2212-25. 

Finance.- — Loans,  Raising  of  :  2200-02,2257-67;  Expenditure  in  excess  of  Revenue  :  2227-29,  2237-43, 
2249-56,  2321-24  ;  Plant  Accounts  :  2230-33,  2251-53,  2268-70  ;  Value  of  Works  :  2244-45  ; 
Rating  :  2246-48  ;  Assets  and  Liabilities  :  2271-2306,  2349-63. 

Wash-house. — Value  of  :  2285-86,  2290.  * 

Sanitation. — Nightsoil,  disposal  of  :  2305,  2318-20. 

Water. — Early  history  :  2332-47  ;  Water  Board  a  Municipal  asset .  2349-63  ;  Inadequacy  of  :  2364-66  ; 
Charges  for:  2367-68  ;  Water  Board  relations  with  Municipalities:  2369-79;  Augmentation  of  : 
2380  ;  Reservoir  in  course  of  construction  :  2380-90,  2448-49,  2492-5502,  2509-13  ;  Steenbras  River 
Scheme:  2391,  2396-2400,  2426-27,  2459-60,2491-95;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme:  2391-95,  2398- 
2406,  2459-60  ;  Maitland  :  2407-08  ;  Powers  of  Water  Board  :  2409-25,  2450;  Legal  opinion  on 
Outside  Water  Supply  :  2429-30 :  Claremont  and  Wynberg  relations:  2431-34,  2467-69,  2486-92, 
2505,  2574-82:  Claremont  and  Wynberg  diverse  charges:  2435-38  ;  Fernwood  Stream:  2439-42, 
2493  ;  Liesbeek  River  rights  :  2443-47  :  Consultation  with  Ratepsyers  :  2451-58  ;  Wynberg  supply  : 
2461-62,  2464-70,  2498-99;  Railway  Department:  2471-81:  Cost  of  for  Streets :  2482-S3  ;  Cost  of 
for  Wash-house  :  2484-85  ;  Woodstoc  k  and  Cape  Town  2503-04,  2506-07  ;  Table  Mountain  supply  : 
2513-18. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  Systems:  2519-24,2535-40:  Inadequacy  of :  2524-33;  Cost  of  2541.  Sewerage 
scheme:  2542-2603,  2741-45,  2766-82,  2790-95;  Sewage  outfall  at  Woodstock  :  2543-61,2768-82; 
Sewage  outfall  on  farm  :  2562  ;  Sewage  outfall  in  Liesbeek  River  :  2572-73,  2596-2603,  2992,  2995  ; 
Septic  and  Bacteriological  tanks  :  2563-73,  2738,  2754-65,  2783-85,  2992;  Wynberg  averse  to  join  : 
2674-81  ;  Unification  -  2581-82;  Wynberg  sewage:  2583-84,  2593-95;  Sewage  in  (■tormwater 
drains  :  2585-86,  2750-53. 

Finance. — Borrowing  Powers:  2724-34. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.— General  outfall  question  :  2741-53.  Effect  of  temperature  :  2786-89. 

Streets  and  Roads. — Relations  with  Divisional  Council :  2796-2S10. 

Divisional  Council. — Reconstruction  of;  Central  Board,  Establishment  of;  ideas  generalh  :  2811-37, 
2841-42,  2844-77,  2884-89,  2905-54. 

Municipalities. — Unification  :  2839-40,  2843,  2945-46. 

Streets  and  Roads. — Divisional  Council,  expenditure  on  2878-84,  2914. 

Metropolitan  Tramways. — No  jurisdiction  over  2890-92. 

Streets  and  Roads.  -Maintenance  of  :  2893,  2899  .  Divisional  Council  Rate  :  2895-96. 

.Metropolitan  Tramways.— Attitude  of  Municipality  ;  2897-98;  Views  regarding  ;  2900-01. 
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Streets  and  Roads. — Public  Works  Department  control :  2902-0-1,  2928-32. 

Divisional  Council. — Establishment  and  plant:  2933-37. 

Lighting.  -  Electric  :  2955-74;  Gas:  2907-68. 

Wash-houses  :  2975-99. 

C  D.  Hospital :  3000. 

Slaughter-houses:  3001-03. 

Clark,  George  Muirhead.  H.A..  A.M.I.C.E.  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Electric  Lighting. — Business,  not  sentiment  :  7260-62  ;  Public  desire  to  obtain  :  7263  ;  Works  in 
United  Kingdom:  7266;  How  controlled  :  7267;  Pressures,  high  and  low  :  7208;  Progress  made  : 
7169-71  :  Comparison  with  Gas  :  7272-76,  7338  :  Financial  position  of  Companies  :  7276-83  :  Cost  of 
First  Outlay  :  7284  :  Capital  invested  per  light:  7286  87  ;  Earning  power  per  light:  7284, 
7291-92  ;  Cost  per  unit:  7287,  7309-12,  7333-37,  7391  ;  Other  uses  of  energy  :  7293-96  ;  Unit, 
definition  of:  7297;  Local  Authorities’  disabilities:  7298-7302,  7392-94;  Cape  Town  compared 
with  England  :  7303-9,  7336-39;  Cape  Town  compared  with  Suburbs  :  7310-16;  Suburban  instal¬ 
lation  risky  :  7319-21  :  Cape  Town  installation  :  7322-32  ;  English  cost  and  supply  :  7333-35  : 
Amalgamation  of  local  installations  :  7345-01,  7381-83:  Tramways,  control  of  :  7351-61  ;  Inaugu¬ 
ration  in  England  :  7362-65:  Municipal  compared  with  Company  management ;  7306-69;  Combi- 
natio  of  with  pumping  :  7370-77;  Combination  of  Stations  in  Suburbs:  7378-80;  Combination  of 
Suburbs  with  Cape  Town  :  7381-83  ;  Form  of  Account  :  7384-S7  ;  Government  Control  locally  : 
7388-90  :  Government  advice  on  Schemes  :  7395-7400. 

Cloete,  Henry,  see  Coustantia. 

Combined  Abattoir  ( Stoney )  :  5770-73. 

Combined  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  ( Stoney )  :  5763-69. 

Commonage  ( Claremont ):  -2149;  (Kalk  Bay):  9326-27;  {Maitland):  10879-90,  10964-97;  (Rondebosch)  : 

8204-11  ;  {Sea  Faint)  :  13314;  (Simon's  Town):  5913-17. 

Commonage  and  Area  of  Cape  Town  (Junsch)  :  12-14,  110. 

Commonage  and  Area  of  Municipalities  ( Juriseh ) :  27. 

Commonage  and  Area  of  Sea  Point  {Junsch)  21-22. 

Commonage  and  Area  of  Woodstock  ( Junsch )  :  25-26. 

Commonage  in  Cape  Peninsula. — Alienation  of  {Juriseh)  :  35-39. 

Conference  of  Divisional  Council  (Dir.  Jo.):  3080-3104,  3024-28. 

Consoli  i ation  of  Loans  ( Cape  Town)  :  13784-88. 

Const  anti  a.  Cloetr^H^ry,  C.M  i  Qoustantia  Fruit  Growers’  Association:  Head ,  of  Evidence. 

Divisional  Council  only  local  authority  at  Constantia. — 9658. 

Objection  of  Constantia  to  Municipalization. — 9659-62. 

Divisional  Council — Abolition  of  ;  9663-69,  9709. 

Board  of  Works. — Nature  and  Duties  :  9670-77,  9718-32,  9735-38,  9831-34. 

Amalgamation  of  Municipalities. — 9678-83. 

Divisional  Council. — Improvement  of  :  9684-86. 

Divisional  Council  Valuations.— 9687-9701 ,  9711-17,  9808. 

Maintenance  of  Roads  — 9703-9,  9784-87. 

Retreat. — Insanitary  buildings  :  9733-34. 

Valuation  of  Property. — Views;  9739-55. 

Government  Valuation  Court. — 9764-67. 

Wheel-tax.— 9768-83,  9805-7,  9817-20. 

Divisional  Council  road  management. — 9788-92. 

Constantia  Sanitation — 9794-9804,  9821-24. 

Rating  (town  and  country). — 9810-16. 

Moore,  Rev.  Frederick  Bullen  ;  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Divisional  Council. — Management  of  Constantia  Roads  :  10320-33,  10361,  10378-89  ;  Abolition  of  : 
10334-35,  10368,  10406-7;  Sanitation  administration  at  Constantia:  10336-60,  10390-10405, 

10451-53,  10456-62  ;  Board  of  Works  substituted  :  10362- 70. 

Valuation  of  Property. — System:  10371-77,  10415-16;  Government  Supervision:  10417-27,10454-55. 
Constantia  Cemetery. — 10428-50. 

Constantia  Municipalization  {’ape  Town)  :  12288,  14184  ;  ( Constantia )  :  9659-62;  {Smart)  :  12717,  12729 
Constitution  of  Council  (Cape  Town):  11409-22,  11459-61,  11497-11515,  14232-42;  {Claremont)  :  2171-80; 
(Maitland):  10922-24,  11401-03;  (Mowbray):  335-39,  598-004  ;  (Itondebosch)  :  8220-23;  (iVeodstock) : 
3342-44. 

Constitution  of  Divisional  Council  (IHv.  Co.)  :  3007-39. 

Constitution  of  Municipalitv  ( Cape  Town)  :  1 1423—58  ;  (Claremont'  :  2181-88,  2307-10  ;  (Balk  Bay)  : 

9329-31  ;  (Maitland)  :  10873-77,  10883,  10921,  10937-38  ;  (Mowbray):  335,1577-1610:  (Sea  Point)  : 
13324-31  :  (Woodstock)  :  3299-3301  ;  (Wynberg)  :  6028-36,  6049-50. 

Control  of  Dock  Road  ( Weiner )  :  13152-55. 

i.utrol  of  Peninsula  Water  Supply  (Cape  Town)  :  13827,  13830,  13860-70,  13968-72. 

Control  of  Roads  (Bromley)  :  10584-86,  10617-18,  10697-10700  ;  (Westhofen)  :  8112-14. 

Control  of  Tramways  ((’ark)  :  7351-61. 

Cost  of  Drainage  System  ( T .  Stewart):  13672-76. 

Cost  of  Water  in  Docks  (Htenan) :  154-5. 

Cost  of  Water  Scheme  ( T.  Stewart) :  12980-83,  13024-26,  13033-38,  13042-45,  13171,13192-13202,  13613, 
13632-34. 

Council  Committee  Meetings  (Cape  Town) :  14232-35. 

County  Council  (Div.  Co.)  :  3286-95. 

Craig,  William,  A.M.I.C.E.,  Assistant  Engineer,  Public  Works  Department :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Sydney  Board  of  Works. — 7740-46,  7867-68,  7890-93,  7907-15. 

Melbourne  Board  of  Works  — 7747-79,  7794,  7798,  7908-15,  7937. 

Melbourne  Water  Supply. — 7780,  7786-89,  7885-89,  7926-28. 

Sydney  Water  Supply.—  7781-83,  7794  97. 

Cape  "  own  Water  Supply. — 7784-85. 

Cape  Penit  sula  Water  Supply.’ — 7787-88,  7790-94,  7807-11,  7894-97,  7922-25,  7929-37. 

Brisbane  Board  of  Works  :  7799. 

Cape  Municipal  Amalgamation. — 7794,  7798  7806,  7834,  7852-62. 

Cape  Divisional  Council  — 7812-37. 

Australian  R  ad  Management. — 7813-17. 

Peninsula  Sewage  Outfalls  — 7838-51,  7879 '84,  7898-7906. 

Cape  Water  Schemes. — 7863-65. 

New  So  th  Wales  Government  Control. — 7868-69. 

New  South  Wales  Public  Management. — 7870-78,  7917-21. 

'freoit  A  Suburban  Municipalities  (Cape.  Town)  :  13904-08. 

Curren‘8  in  False  B -y  (Kalk  Bay)  :  9190,  9539-41. 
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Currents  in  Table  Bay  ( Heenan )  :  270-284  ;  (Sea  Point)  :  13497-08  ;  ( Woodstock)  :  4068-70,  4734-39. 
Debenture  (Woodstock)  :  3536-63,  3582.  4590,  4505-4606. 

Definition  of  Cape  Peninsula  (Jurisch)  :  4-7,  99. 

Definition  of  Source  of  Stream  (Jurisch)  :  128-31. 

District  Water  Works,  see  Waterworks. 

Divisional  Council.- Starke.  Robert,  Member  ,  f  }  c  Divlsl0ual  Council  :  Beads  oj  Evidence. 

Van  der  Wksthuizen,  H,  Secretary  )  * 

Constitution.  Number  of  Members  :  3007  :  Number  of  Districts  :  3008  ;  Representation  of  Municipali¬ 
ties  :  3010- 16  ;  Representation  of  outside  area  :  3017-18  :  Class  of  Members  :  3019-3024a. 

Meetings. — How  often  and  where  :  3025-27. 

Voters. — Number  of  :  3028-32  ;  Roll  of  :  3033-36. 

Staff. — Number  and  details  :  3037-39. 

Plant. — Value  of  :  3040-41  ;  How  paid  for  :  3042-43  ;  Where  and  how  kept  :  3044-48,  3053-56  ;  Nature 
of:  3051-52. 

Roads.  —  How  and  by  whom  made:  3049-50;  Cost  of  within  Municipalities  :  3057-65;  Cost  of  outside 
Municipalities:  3066-70;  Cape  Town  and  Green  Point :  3071-79:  Claremont:  3080-82. 

Conference. — Between  Council  and  Municipalities  :  3082-83;  Subject  of  :  3080-86;  Result  of  :  3087-94; 
Views  of  Council  on  :  3095-3104,  3124-28. 

finance . — Valuation,  how  effected  :  3105-07,  3114-15,  3131-36,  3146-52:  Suggested  reform  :  3108,  3111, 
3246;  System  in  New  Zealand  :  3112-13;  Rates,  Collection  of:  3116:  Loss  on  :  3117-22,3137-41, 
3143-45,  3243-45;  Outstanding:  3123,  3142;  Expenditure  :  3153-64  ;  Revenue  in  excess  of  :  3165- 
73  ;  Proposed  abolition  of  Tolls  :  3174-76  ;  Satisfactory  condition  of  Revenue  :  3177-81. 

Roads.  — Maintenance  of:  3182-4,  3188-91. 

Metropolitan  Tramways. — Arrangement  as  to  Roads  :  3185-87. 

Roads. — Taking  over  of  by  Public  Wrrks  Department:  3182-83,  3188.  3192-93, 
of  by  Municipalities:  3196,  3204  ;  Wheel  Tax  versus  Toll:  3196-3209; 

Municipalities:  3212-13. 

Sanitation. — Expenditure  on  :  3216-19,  3224-25. 

Slaughterhouses. — Ii  spection  of  :  3220-23. 

finance. — Valuation,  how  often  taken  :  3226  .  Cost  of  :  3227. 

Roads. — Supervision  of  Public  Works  Department  :  3228-30,  3279-83:  Construction  of  by  Government  : 
3231-32,  3273-78. 
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Sanitation. — Powers  and  duties  of  Council;  3233-42,  3248-56,  3257-72;  Insanitary  state  of  houses  at 
Retreat:  3247-51,  3255. 

Abolition.  Question  considered  :  3248-85. 

County  Council. — Establishment  of  :  3286-95. 

Divisional  Council  (Beard)  :  10084-86,  10123-27;  (Bromley),  financial  Affairs:  10590-97,  10671-73; 
Management  of  Roads:  10549-81,  10587-89;  10674-78;  (Cape  Town):  11727-58,  12284-12312,  14025- 
38,  14160-87;  (Claremont):  Establishment  and  Plant:  2933-37;  Expenditure  on  Roads:  2878-84, 
2918;  Reconstruction  of:  2811-38,  2841-42,  2844-77,  2884-89,  2905-54;  Relations  with:  2796-2810; 
(Constantsa),  Abolition  of  :  9663-69,  9709,  10334-35,  10368,  10406-07;  Improvement  of  :  9684-86;  Only 
Loaal  Authority:  9658;  Road  Management :  9788-92,  10320-33,  10361,  10378-89;  Sanitation  Adminis¬ 
tration  :  9733-34,  10336-60,  10390-10405,  10451-53,  '  0456-62  ;  Valuations  :  9687-9701,  9711-17,  9808; 
(Craig):  7812-37:  (Hanau) :  10820-37;  (Hay) :  9920-35  ;  (J.onw),  Road  Maintenance  :  1854-56,1858-62, 
1870-94,  1946-49  ;  Valuations:  1857,  1863:  Taxation:  1864-69;  (Maclean):  10143-44,  10155-56: 
(Maitland):  11400;  (Mowbray),  Constitution  and  Election:  1395-1402;  Difference  in  Valuation  of 
Property:  947-54;  Maintenance  of  Roads:  941,  1333,  1339-61,  140S-9 ;  Roads  inside  Municipality: 
1329«,  1331  ;  Roads  outside  Municipality  :  1418;  Views  regarding  Abolition  of  :  1654-56  ;  (Rondebosch), 
Abolition  :  9034  ;  Conference  :  8493-97  :  Contributions  :  8485-86  ;  Future  :  9028-35  ;  Maintenance 
of  Roads:  8483;  Rating:  8492,  8776-77;  Relations:  8484;  Valuations:  8487-91;  (Runcitnan), 
Abolition  of:  5514-15:  Board  of  Works  Substituted:  5516-33,  5557-65,  5579-95.  6830-51,  6868-74: 
Present  Constitution:  6861-67,  6873-74;  Simon’s  Town  Relations:  6811-29,  6852-60;  (Sea  Point), 
Abolition:  13601-10;  Relations:  13526-30;  (Simon’s  Town):  7095-7125:  (Westliofen) :  7944-59: 
(Wilmot)  :  5632-95;  (Woodstock),  Abolition  of:  5i62  ;  Additional  P<  wers :  5 1 63-55;  Auditing  of 

Accounts:  5896;  Conference:  5105-15;  Constitution  and  Election  :  5166-67;  Maintenance  of  Roads: 
5116-37,  5149-51  :  Performance  of  Duties  :  5218-19  ;  Relations  with  :  5101-4  :  Revonue  6138-41  ;  Tram¬ 
ways  Relations  :  5232,  5238-39  ;  Valuations  :  5142-48,  5168-76,5220,  5245-66;  (Wynberg),  Conference  : 
7635-40,  7702;  Maintenance  of  Roads  :  7531-34;  Relations  with  :  7530;  Views  concerning  :  7703-27. 
Divisional  Council  Abolition  (Neuey)  :  5040, 

Divisional  Council  Experience  (Stoney)  :  5725-30. 

Divisional  Council  Maintenance  of  Roads  (Newey)  :  4821-40,  4867-71. 

Divisional  Council  Reconstruction  (Wiener)  :  131  12-45. 

Divisional  Council  Relations  (Rail  Bay)  :  9547-9606. 

Dixon,  W.  N,  see  Working  Men. 

Docks  Road  Control  (Wiener)  ;  13152-55. 

Docks  Drainage  (Heenan)  :  285-291,  293-196,  304-6,  297-99. 

Docks  Drainage  and  Sewerage  (Rigby)  :  9232-38 
Docks  Electric  Power  (Herman)  :  182,  232-5,  310-11. 

Docks  Sanitation  (Wiener)  :  13104-05. 

Docks  Sewerage  (Heenan)  :  261-68. 

Docks  Water  Supply  (Cape  Town)  :  13913-16;  ( Heenan)  :  Agreement  with  Town  Council  :  247;  Charges  for 
to  Shipping:  193-204,  221-24,  239-44:  Consumption  of  Water  for  Electric  riant:  205-6;  Cost  of : 
154-55;  Deficient  Supply  :  166-86,  207-10,  214-15,  231-34,  236-38,  245-46,248-49:  For  what  purposes 
used  :  164-65  ;  Increase  of  in  the  Past  :  156-59  ;  Mode  of  Supply  ;  146,  259-60  :  Necessity  for  Contract : 
215a-19;  Pressure  required  :  225-30,  235,  251-8;  Prospective  requirements:  160-3,  187-92;  Quantity 
received  :  143-45,  1 17-48  ;  Use  of  Sea  Water  for  Flushing  :  211-13;  Variation  of  requirements  :  149-53  ; 
Whence  procured :  142;  (Wiener):  13067-85,  13090,  13103,  13111-23. 

Donnan,  Hugh,  see  Claremont. 

Drainage  Amalgamation  (Beard):  10065-71:  (Cape  Town):  11717-25,  14’050.  14055-56;  (Claremont): 
2574-84,  2593-95;  (Maclean):  10141-42,  10224-27;  (Mou-bray):  S7 1-3,  899- 948,  1562,  1568 ;  (Price): 
2679-86;  (Rondebosch):  8462;  (Smart):  12477-80,  12485,  12509-18;  (T.  oUwart)  :  13650-52. 

Drainage  Arrangements  (Maitland)  :  11112-16,  11165-69. 

Drainage  and  Sewerago  (Cape  Town)  :  11683-85,  11708-25,  11924-25,  12034-38,  13975,  14047-68,  14099- 
14103,  14122-27  ;  (Claremont)  :  2519-2603,  2735-95,  2992,  2995  ;  (Hay)  :  9874-S7  ;  (Kail:  Bay)  9488-90 
9507-43;  (Maclean):  10213-22,  10290-91;  (Mowbray):  694-98,  721-99,  805-23,  S65-908,  920-31.  1562, 
1668;  (Rigby):  9143-9320;  (Rondebosch):  8422-75;  (Sea  Point):  13424-27,  1343o-72.  13490-13523; 
(Simon’s  Town):  7057-72,7133-35;  (Smart) :  12477-80,  124S5.  12609-18;  (T.  Stewart)  :  13643-13727; 
(Woodstock):  4622-4741,4747-64,5050-59;  (Wynberg)  :  6585-6604,  7l83a-7628. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  of  Simon’s  Town  (Runeiman)  :  6428-29,  6899-6905. 

Drainago  and  Sewerage  Amalgamation  (Hanau)  :  10818  ;  (Maitland)  :  11166-04. 
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Drainage  of  Camps  Bay  ( Marine )  :  12081-83. 

Drainage  Outfall  for  Docks  (Keenan)  :  297-9. 

Drainage  Scheme  for  Docks  (Keenan)  :  285-291. 

Drainage  Schemes  (Eewey)  :  4S72-95. 

Drainage  Systems  in  Docks  (Keenan)  :  293-0,  304-6. 

Dribble  System  (Cape  Town)  14084-98;  (T.  Stewart )  :  13052,  13176-78,  13186-88;  (Working  Men):  13245, 
13296-99. 

Du  Toit's  Kloof  Water  Source  (T.  Stewart)  :  12970. 

Earp.  E.  J.,  see  Rondebosch. 

Electric  Lighting  (Clark)  :  7260,  et  seq. 

Electric.  Lighting  of  Railway  (Price)  :  2693-  96,  2716. 

Electric  Light  Plant  ( Cape  Town)  :  14188-95. 

Electric  Plant  Water  Consumption  in  Docks  (Keenan)  :  205-6. 

Electric  Power  in  Docks  (Keenan)  :  182,  232-5,  310-14. 

Erskine,  St.  Vincent  W  :  Reads  of  Evidence. 

Steenbras  River.  — Survey  and  supply  :  10720-23,  10735,  10737,  10740,  10752. 

Palmiet  River — Survey  and  supply  :  10720,  10723-64. 

Offer  to  Cape  Town  Council.  — 10737,  1075.5. 

Mode  of  bringing  water  to  Peninsula. — 10746-49. 

Government  to  undertake  Scheme. — 10753-55. 

Evaporation  Statistics  (C.  Stewart)  :  8611-15. 

Eviction  Camp  (Maitland)  :  10891-92,  10902-18,  10941-63,  11065-70. 

Extension  of  Municipalities  (Smart)  :  12718-29. 

False  Bay  Currents  (Kalk  Bay )  :  9490,  9539-41. 

Field- cornetcies  in  Cape  Division  (Juriseh)  :  11. 

Finance  (Cape  Town)  :  11516-11600,  13729-13812,  13832-34,  13846-49,  13899-13901,14009-35;  (Claremont): 
2200-2,  2227-2306,  2321-24,2349-63,  2724-34  ;  (Kiv.Co.):  3105-81,  3243-46;  (Kalk  Bay):  9341-9403; 
(Maitland):  11020-42;  (Mowbray):  340-432,  932-6:  (Rondebosch):  8224-99,  8312-14,  8369-71,  8822, 
8840-91,  12097-12103;  (Sea  Point)  :  13332-75,  13555-65;  (Simonstown)  :  5922-39,  7217-50  ;  ( 74 oodutock)  : 
3345-55,  3393-99,  3419-21,  3438-3603  ;  (Wynberg) :  6062-6208,  7692-99. 

Finance  of  Simonstown  (Runciman)  :  5474,  6875-98. 

Finch,  J.  R.,  see  Cape  Town. 

Fire  Brigade  (Cape  Town):  12044-46,  12077-87,  12092-96,  14077-87:  (Sea  Point):  13343-50;  (Smart) : 

12519-20  ;  (Wynberg)  :  7615. 

Flushing  with  Fresh  Water  (Cape  Town)  :  13929-30. 

Flushing  with  Sea  Water  (Cape  Town)  :  13831,  13909-10,13929-30;  (Rigby):  9319-20;  (Working  Men): 
13246-47,  13300-02. 

Flushing  with  Sea  Water  in  Docks  (Keenan)  :  211-13. 

Footpaths  (Working  Men)  :  13273. 

Foreshore  of  Table  Bay  (Cape  Town) :  12139-42,  12189-90  ;  ( Maitland )  :  11218-19. 

Fresh  Water  for  Flushing  (Cape  Town)  :  13929-30. 

Garden  use  of  Water  (T.  Stewart)  :  13021-23,  13053-64,  13184,  13629-30. 

Gillard,  W.  S.,  see  Simonstown. 

Government  Audit  (Beard) :  10121-22;  (Cape  Town):  12232-36;  ( Sanaa)  :  J10849-50  ;  (Hay):  9936-37  ; 

(MacLean)  :  10177  ;  (Woodstock) :  5249. 

Green  and  Sea  Point,  see  Sea  Point. 

Green  and  Sea  Point  Water  Supply  (Cape  Town)  :  13850-57. 

Green  Point,  see  Sea  Point. 

Habitable  Portion  of  Base  of  Table  Mountain  (Juriseh)  :  105-6,  116-20. 

Habitable  Portion  of  Cape  Town  l Juriseh)  :  15,  100,  110-114. 

Bahmebsley-Heenan,  R.  H.,  M.I.C.E.,  General  Manager  of  Table  Bay  Harbour  Board  :  Reads  of  Evidence : 
Water  Supply  for  Docks.—  W  hence  procured  :  142;  How  much  received:  143-5,  147-8;  How  supplied. 
146,  259-60  ;  Variation  of  requirements  :  149-53  ;  Cost  of  :  154-5  ;  Increase  of  in  the  past  :  156-9  ; 
Prospective  requirements  :  L6U-3,  187-92  ;  For  what  purposes  used  ;  164-5  ;  Deficient  supply  :  166-86, 
207-10,  214-15,  231-4,  236-8,  245-6,  248-9;  Charges  for  to  shipping :  193-204,  221-4,  239-44: 
Consumption  of  for  Electric  Plant :  205-6  ;  Sea  water  used  for  flushing  purposes  :  211-13  ;  Necessity 
for  Contract :  215a-19  :  Pressure  required  :  225-30,  235,  251-8  ;  Agreement  entered  into  with  Town 
Council  :  247- 

Sewerage  in  Docks. — Practically  none  :  261-4;  Scheme  proposed :  265-8. 

Cape  Town  Sewage. — Outfall  into  Table  Pay:  269,  300-3,  10765-84.10791-97. 

Currents  in  Table  Bay. — None  :  270,  10790  ;  Explains  opinion  :  271- 279a  ;  As  affecting  Sewage  :  280-4. 
Docks  Drainage. — Scheme  :  285,  291,  10785-89  ;  Systems  :  293-6,  304-0  ;  Present  and  prospective  out¬ 
fall  :  297-9. 

Population  of  Docks. — Number  of  white  and  coloured  :  292,  307-9. 

Electric  Power  in  Docks. — To  feed  machinery:  182;  Affected  by  want  of  water  :  232-5;  Prefers  own 
Installation  to  any  other  :  310-11. 

IIanau,  Isidor  :  Reads  of  Evidence. 

Municipal  Matters. — Views  upon  generally  :  10800-11,  10823-34,  10838-60. 

Board  of  Works. — 10812-16. 

Municipal  Amalgamation. — 10817-19,  10846-48,  10856-60. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  Amalgamation. — 10818. 

Divisional  Council. — 10820-37. 

Government  Control  of  Main  Roads. — 10821-24. 

Government  Audi*-. — 10849-50. 

Valuations.— 10851. 

Boundaries  of  Municipalities. — 10852-63. 

Water  Charges  and  Mode  of  Supply. — 10861-64. 

Hay,  William  :  Reads  of  Evidence. 

Amalgamation  of  Municipalities. —  9840-62,  9895-9919. 

Water  Supply. — 9863-73. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — 9874-87. 

Lighting. — 9888-94. 

Divisional  Council :  9920-35. 

Government  Audit. — 9936-37 
Valuation  of  Property. — 9938-41. 

Harbour  Board  Water  Supply  (Cape  Town  :  13913-16;  (Wiener):  13067-85,  13090-13103,  13111-23. 

Heath,  E.  H.  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Waterworks  Company.— Service  with:  1961-4;  Capital  of:  1965;  Bights  of:  1966;  Albion  Spring: 
1966-67;  1975,2016,  2034-35,  2042,  2044-51,2117;  Kommetje  Spring:  1966,  1986,  2022,  2043, 
2119,  2126,  2134;  Gauging  of  Streams:  1967-75,  2029-30,  2117-34;  2139-43;  Houses  supplied 
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1976-81,  2094;  Woodstock,  special  arrangement  with  :  1981-84;  Sources  of  supply  :  1985-86,  2021- 
26a.  2052-56,  2070-80  ;  Storage  of  water  :  1987,  2042  ;  Charges  made  by  :  1988  ;  To  whom  supplied  : 
1981-9  ;  Railway  Department  :  1989  ;  Quantity  supplied  :  1990-91,  2036-39,  2057-60  ;  Feeling 
towards:  1992-93;  Financial  statistics  of  :  1994-2001,  2005-09,  2027-28;  Arbitration  with  Munici¬ 
palities:  2002.07,  2019-20,  2031-32,  2081-93;  Land  owned  by:  2010-12;  Value  of:  2013-15; 
Augmentation  of  supply  :  2016-18;  Steenbras  River:  2018,  2070-71  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  :  2018, 
2072-73;  Reserve  fund  of:  2027-28;  Insufficient  supply:  2041;  Oblsson’s  servitude:  2049;  Con¬ 
sumption  per  bead  :  2057,  2105-08;  Provision  against  fire  :  2061-65;  Boring  for  water  :  2066-69; 
Witte  River  :  2074-75  ;  Palmiet  River  :  2076  ;  Table  Mountain  supply  :  2078-80  ;  Arbitration  Court 
evidence  :  2082-93,  2095-2101,  2133  ;  Revenue  and  Supply  Returns  :  2102-14  ;  Population  supplied  : 
2108-16;  Increase  in  supply  from  springs:  2117-27;  Newlands  Spring:  2119,  2126-27:  Gardens 
supplied  :  2136-36. 

Heenan,  R.  H.  H.,  see  Hammersley-Heenan. 

Herring,  Herbert,  see  Sea  Point. 

Heward,  R.  H.,  see  Sf  a  Point. 

Hospital  (Mowbray) :  1504  ;  (Rondebosch)  :  8856-59  ;  (W ynberg)  :  6399,  7616. 

Houses  unconnected  with  Sewerage  ( Cape  Town)  :  14199-14202. 

Hugo,  F.  H.  S.,  see  Simon’s  Town. 

Humidity  Statistics  (C.  Stewart)  :  8616-17. 

Hutt,  Edward,  see  Maitland. 

Incre  ise  of  Water  Supply  in' Docks  ( Heenen )  :  156-9. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  ( Cape  Town)  :  12039-41,  12070-76  ;  ( Rondebosch )  :  8866-59  ;  (Sea  Point)  :  13571  : 
(Sto/iey)  :  5763-69. 

Infirmary. — Need  for  (Smart)  :  12752-59. 

Insanitary  Buildings  at  Retreat  ( Constantin )  :  9733-34  ;  ( Div  Co.)  :  3247-56. 

Interest  in  Municipal  Matters  (Cape  Town)  :  11402-66. 

Jacobs,  William,  see  Working  Men. 

Jetty  (Cape  Town)  :  12043,  12069. 

Joint  Committee,  see  Waterworks. 

Jubisch,  Capt.,  Acting  Surveyor-General  of  the  Cape  Colony  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Cape  Peninsula. — Definition  of:  4-7,  99;  Area  and  Limits  of:  8-9,  41-44,  99-104. 

Cape  Division. — Area  and  Limits  of  :  10-11  ;  Field -cornetcies. — Names  and  Area  of:  11. 

Cape  Town. — Area  of:  12,  110;  Commonage  in:  13-14;  Habitable  portion  of:  15,  100,  110-14; 
Alienated  land  in  :  16-20. 

Green  and  Sea  Point. — Area  of  :  21  ;  Commonage  in  :  22  ;  Alienated  land  in  :  23-24. 

Woodstock. — Area  of :  25  ;  Commonage  in  :  26. 

Other  Municipalities. — Area  of  with  Commonage  :  27. 

Camps  Bay. — Not  under  Village  Management  Act :  28. 

Land  privately  owned.- How  brought  under  Mun.  Control:  29-30. 

,,  ,,  ,,  — Disposal  of  in  small  allotments  :  31-34. 

Commonage. — Alienation  of  :  35-39. 

Boundaries  of  Municipalities. — Definition  of  :  46-58,  107-9. 

Durbanville  and  Maitland. — No  longer  under  Village  Management  Act :  59. 

Steenbras  River.  — Particulars  concerning  :  61-65,  92,  124-5. 

Oliphant’s  Hoek. — Particulars  concerning  :  66-68,  97. 

Berg  River. — Particulars  concerning  :  69-70. 

Twenty-Four  Rivers — Particulars  concerning  :  71-80,  89-91,  125-7. 

Wemmer’s  Hoek. — Particulars  concerning  :  81-8S.  93-97,  109,  124,132-3. 

Foot  of  Table  Mountain. — Habitable  portion  of:  105-6,  115-120. 

Sources  of  Water  Supply. — None  beyond  those  mentioned  :  12-1 -23. 

Source  of  Stream. — Definition  of  :  128-31 
Kale  Bay. — Scowen,  Harry  Harold  (Mayor), 

Powell,  Georoe  (Councillor), 

Barnes,  Alfred  (Town  Clerk), 

Bennett,  Thomas  (Engineer), 

Area. — 9324-25  ;  Want  of  Commonage  :  9326-27  ;  Built  upon  :  9328. 

Constitution  of  Municipa’ity  :  9329-31 

Population. — 9332-40,  9340-47  ;  Property  Owners  :  9333. 

Finance. -Valuation  of  Property  :  9341-45,9399-9402;  Receipts  and  Expenditure:  9348-50;  Assets 
and  Liabilities:  9351-53;  Sales  of  Land:  9354-58,  9370-73;  Loans:  9359-69,  9403;  Police 
Expenditure:  9374:  Lighting  Expenditure  :  9375-76;  vlague  Expenditure  :  9377-83  ;  Borrowing 
Powers  :  9384-87  ;  Assets,  Value  of  :  9388-94  ;  Water  Works  Valuation  :  9395-98. 

Water. — Storage  of  :  9405-15,  9418  25,  9451-55,  9470-80  ;  Distribution  :  9426-28  ;  Noordhoek 

Supply  :  9429-38  ;  Simon's  Town  possible  supp'y  :  9438-48,  9473-75  ;  Catchmeut  Area  :  9456-59  ; 
Rainfall  and  Gaugiogs  :  9460-65,  9471  72  ;  Colour  of  :  9481  87. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.— Proposed  Scheme  :  9488-89,  9507-9,  9519-27  ;  Current t  in  False  Bay  : 

9490,  9539-41  :  Sewage  Outfa  1  :  «510-38,  9532-43. 

Sanitation. — Systems:  9491-96,  9502-6  ;  Cost  :  9497-9501. 

Drainage  apd  Sewerage. — Board  of  Works  :  9528-31. 

Streets  and  Roads.— Condition  and  Cost  of  Maintenance  :  9544  46,  9553-78  ;  Divis  Council  relations  • 
9547-9606 

Lighting.— Electric  :  9607-9,  9613  ;  Oil  :  9610  ;  G  s  :  9611-12. 

Wash-houses. — 9614-17. 

Public  School. — 9619-20 

Retreat  — Inclusion  in  Municipality  :  9023  32,  9649-52. 

Cemetery. — 9632-39. 

Amalgamation. — Wynberg  and  Kalk  Bay:  9640,  9648-50;  Wynberg  with  Claremont  and  Ronde¬ 
bosch  :  9641-43  ;  Wynberg  to  Sea  Point  :  9644-46. 

Kalk  Bay  Water  8upply  (T.  Stewart )  :  12943-44.  12962. 

Kimberley  Board  of  Health  (Stoney)  :  5731-53.  5778-84. 

Land  privately  owned  in  Cape  Peninsula  ( Jurisch )  :  29-34. 

Land  Sold  to  be  Leasehold  (Gape  lown)  :  13821. 

Legislation  to  Protect  Water  Schemas  (Newey)  :  4901-7. 

Licensing  of  Vehicles  (G on  tantia)  :  9768-83,  9805-7  :  (Swan)  :  12528-29. 

Liesbeek  Municipality  (Beard)  ;  10061-64,  10128-31  :  (Schreiner)  :  12783-54. 

Liesbeek  ftiver  Flow  (Maitland)  :  11220-  4. 

Lieubeek  River  Pollution  (Claremont)  :  2572-73,  2596-2603,  2992,  2995;  (Mowbray):  462-67’  (Rondebosch)  • 
8351-69. 


Kalk  Bay  Municipality  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 
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Lighting  (Cape  Town) :  1 1926,  12623,  13746-68,  1418S-95  :  ( Claremont ):  2955-74;  ( Hay):  9888-94;  (Kail; 
Bay):  9607-13;  (Maitland):  X1267,  11270-76;  (Mowbray)  Amalgamation:  1450-67,  1563,  1568  ; 

Electric;  1424-6,  1429-83;  Gas:  1427-28;  (Rondebgsch)  :  8783-93;  (Sea  Point):  13531-34,  13543-51, 
13547-51:  (Simon’s  Town):  7126-29;  (Smart):  12607-08:  ( Woodstock ),  Eleotric:  5268-74'',  5284-90; 
Gas:  5267-69,  5274-75,  5291,  5806-S  ;  ( Wynbery ):  7557,  7571. 

Lighting  Amalgamation  (Clark)  :  7345-61,  7381-83, 

Lighting  of  Camps  Bay  (Marine)  :  12664-65,  12683. 

Lighting  of  Railway  (Price) :  2693-96,  2716. 

Limits  and  Area  of  Cape  Division  ( furisch ) :  10-11. 

Limits  and  Area  of  Cape  Peninsula  (Jurisch) :  8-9,  41-44,  99-104. 

Loans  (Cape  Town)  :  T3784-8S  ;  (Claremont)  :  2200-2,  2257-67  ;  (Kalk  Bay)  :  9359-69,  9403;  (Maitland)  :  11042  ; 
(Mowbray):  343-73,  411-13,  1305-25  ;  (Rondebosch)  :  8224-36,  8251-55,  8257-59,  8282-85,  8290-99, 
8312-14,  8369-71;  (Sea  Point):  13332-33,  13360-62;  (Simon’s  Town):  5926-32,  5938;  (Westhofen): 
8053-59;  ( Woodstock)  :3505-6,  3520-63,  3582;  (Wynlerg)  :  6097-6111,  6122-36,  6189-91. 

I  oc-al  Government  of  Camps  Bay  ;  ( Marine )  :  12610. 

MacLean,  Lachlan  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Water  Supply. — Unification:  10140-42,  10224-27. 

Drainage  Soheme. — Unification:  10141-42,  10224-27. 

Divisional  Council. — Abolition  of  :  10143-44,  10155-56. 

Board  of  Works. — Nature  and  Duties  :  10143-54,  10157-69,  10174-76,  10228-54,  10259-73. 

Munoipaliti  s. — Amalgamation  :  10144-45,  10274-83,  10292-10312. 

Roads.— Maintenance  of :  10149-50,  10188-99,  10209-12,  10255-57,  10284-89. 

Valuation  Court. — 10169-73. 

Auditing  of  Accounts  — 10177. 

Municipal  Financial  matters. — 10178-87,  10200-08,  10258. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — 10213-22,  10290-91. 

Management  of  Railways  (Smart)  ;  12767-76. 

Maitland.—  McGregor,  John  (Mayor)  and  Hutt,  Edward  (Councillor)  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Constitution  of  Municipality. — 10873  -77,  10883,  10921,  10937-38. 

Area.  — 10878. 

Commonage. — Salt  River  Outspan  :  10879-90,  10964-97. 

Population. — 10891-10920. 

Eviction  Camp.— 10891-92,  10902-18,  10941-63,  11065-70. 

Registered  Voters. — 10919-20. 

Constitution  of  Council. — 10922-24,  11401-03. 

Valuations. — 10925-29,  11023. 

Boundaries.— 10932,  10939-40,  10964-11008,  11352-70. 

Cemeteries. — 10933-35. 

Uitvlugt  Location. — 10936. 

Slaughter-houses. — 11009-13,  11305-51. 

Finauce. — Revenue  in  Excess  of  Expenditure  :  11020-21  ;  Rates:  1  1022-24  ;  V.  M.  Board  Affairs  : 
11027-28;  Establishment  Expenses:  11029-33;  Increased  Rwenue:  11034;  Expenditure: 
11036-41  ;  Loans  :  11042. 

Water. — Where  derived:  11043;  Waterworks  Arrangements:  11044-47,  11085-87  :  Charges  for: 
11048-49;  Wells:  1 1050-60 :  Schemes  :  11061-64,  11071-11107  :  Eviction  Camp  Supply:  11065-70; 
Oliphant’s  Hoek  :  11072,  11099-11101  ;  Amalgamation  :  11102-07  :  Actual  Supply  :  11108-11111. 
Drainage. — Arrangements  :  11112-19,  11165-69. 

Sanitation.— Systems  :  1 1120-32. 

Woodstock  Sewage  Outfall. -11133-55. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  Amalgamation. — 11156-64. 

Sanitation. — Nightsoil  Deposits  :  11170-11217. 

Table  Bay  Foreshore. — Refuse  :  11218-19. 

Liesbeek  River  Flow. — 11220-24. 

Streets  and  Roads. — Maintenance  :  11225-66. 

Board  of  Works.— 11258-66,  11390-99. 

Light’ng. — Oil  :  '1267  :  Gas  negotiations  :  11270-75. 

Wash-houses.  —  Washing  atrangements  :  11276-11304. 

Abattoirs.— 11313-15,  11319-28. 

Municipal  Amalgamation. — 11371-99. 

Divisional  Council  Abolition. — 11400. 

Marine.— Wahl,  Robert  Paul  Loftus,  1  representing  the  Cape  Marine  Suburbs,  Limited:  Heads 

Olive,  William  Thomas,  M.I.C.E.,  /  of  Evidence. 

Cape  Marine  Suburbs  ■ — History  of  Company  :  12585  ;  Extent  and  position  :  12586-94,  12652-56  : 
When  acquirea  :  12595-96:  Proposals  re  Township  :  12597-12609,  12647-48,  12658-63;  Proposals 
re  Local  Government:  12610;  Inclusion  in  Cape  Town  Municipality;  12611-14,  12657-61; 
Conditions  .of  such  inclusion:  12615-31  ;  Water  supply:  12632-35,  12670-80,  12685-12700; 

Sewerage  :  12636-45  ;  Inclusion  in  Sea  Point  Municipality  ;  12649-56  ;  Lighting  :  12664-65,  12683  ; 
Drainage:  12681-83. 

McGregor.  John,  see  Maitland. 

Melbourne  Amalgamation  (Newey)  :  4880-88,  4917-37,  5009-13,  5026-31,  5046. 

Melbourne  Board  of  Works  (Craig)  :  7747-79,  7794,  7798,  7908-15,  7937. 

Melbourne  Water  Supply  (Craig)  :  7780,  7786-89,  7885-89,  7926-28. 

Menmuir,  R.  W. ,  see  Woodstock. 

Milnerton  Municipalization  ('mart)  :  12727. 

M  oller,  Gerbit  Hendrik  ;  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Valuations. — Cape  Town  :  6909-14,  6931-35,  7002,  7023;  Views  regarding  present  system:  6915-24, 
6943-46,  6978-79,  6981-82,  6985,  6992,  7019-21  ;  Divisional  and  Town  Council,  Difference  between  : 
6921,  6926-30,  6936-46,  6993-98,  7026-29  ;  Made  at  haphazard  :  6947-50  ;  Land  Registry  :  6951-53  ; 
Unowned  Ground:  6954-66;  Duties  of  Valuators:  6957;  Class  of  Valuators:  t959-62;  Beform 
proposed;  6944-45,  6962-77,  6980-81,  6983-84,  7024-25;  Woodstock:  6986-91,  6995;  Municipal: 
6999;  Wynberg  :  6920,  7000-7;  Difficulties  experienced  by  Valuators  :  7008-12  ;  Valuation  Courts  : 
7013-16,  7022-23. 

Moore,  Rev.  F.B.,  see  Constantia. 

Moore,  W.E.,  see  Woodstock. 

Mowbray.  Tonkin,  Samuel,  Mayor  of  Mowbray  Municipality:  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Area.— Increase  in  recent  years  :  314;  Rapenberg  Farm  used  for  Municipal  purposes:  315-16;  Avail¬ 
able  for  building  purposes  :  319-22. 

Population. — 323-7,  433-5,  582-97;  Increase  of :  328.  610-11  ;  Class  of:  329-34. 

Constitution  of  Municipality. — 335,  1577-1610. 

Constitution  of  Council. — 336-9,  598-601. 
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Finance. — Borrowing  powers:  340-2;  Loans,  particulars  of:  343-73,  411-13;  Transactions  with 
Suburban  Waterworks:  374-410;  Plant  Accounts:  414-18;  Rapenberg  Farm,  why  purchased: 
420,  608-9;  Rapenberg  Farm  Revenue:  421,  469-72;  Cost  of  Administration  :  422  8  ;  Rating: 
423,  429-30;  Road  Expenditure:  431-2. 

Water. —  Arrangements  with  ratepayers:  436-48;  Method  of  Supply:  449-66;  Detrimental  effect  of 
Act  45/82  :  457-61;  Liesbeek  River,  pollution  of:  462-7.  Charges  or  473-5,  5i0;  Cost  and 
life  of  a  meter:  476-7;  Whence  and  how  derived:  478-83:  Albion  Spring  :  485-9  ;  Amount  at  d 
how  distributed:  490-5:  Provision  for  future:  496,  519-30;  Smooih  relationship  wi>h  Water 
Board:  497-9;  Woodsiock  and  the  Water  Board:  500-4;  Termina'.ion  of  arrangement  with 
Water  Board:  505-9;  531-5;  Constituticn  of  Water  Board  :  511-18.  Steenbras  River  Scheme, 
History  of  :  536-51  ;  Sen-  mts  for:  Steenbras  River  the  best:  552-59;  Effect  of  Steenbras 
River  Scheme  upon  Waterworks :  560-66  ;  Scheme  to  be  under  one  controlling  body  :  567  ; 
Leave  Cape  Town  and  Woodstock  out:  568-71  ;  Witte  River  as  a  source  of  supply:  571-73; 
Separate  mains  from  each  source  .  574-V8  ;  Water  B  ard  has  exclusive  right  to  supply  :  579-80. 
Constitution  of  Council. — Interest  taken  in  Municipal  affairs  :  602-04. 

Area. — What  it  includes:  6U5-07  ;  Rapenberg  Farm,  reasons  for  purchase  :  608-09. 

Water. — Steenbras  River  Scheme:  611-93;  Water  Board  taken  over  :  613-17;  Unification:  902-03, 
1561,  1568,  1702. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage — General  particulars  :  694-98,  791-92,  805-23,  865-911,  920-31  ;  Scheme  in 
contemplation:  721-90;  Unification;  871-73,  899-908,  1562,  1568;  Outfall  into  Table  Bay  :  72'., 
788,  920-31. 

Sanitation. — Slopwater  disposal :  700-01,  704-05,  792-804,  909-11  ;  Nightsoil  disposal :  702-03,  706-15, 
824-48,  859-64,  914-16  ;  Refuse  disposal :  716-20,  849-58;  General  matters  affecting  :  917-19,937; 
Precautions  taken :  937-38. 

Finance. — Assets  covering  indebtedness  :  932-36. 

Streets  and  Roads. — Length  of:  940,  1416-17;  Maintenance  of:  941,  1333;  General  matter.-,  con¬ 
cerning:  942-46;  1299-1394. 

Divisional  Council. — Maintenance  of  roads:  941,  1333,  1339-61,  1403-09;  Difference  in  valuation  of 
property;  947-54. 

Streets  and  Hoads  —  Expenditure  on:  1301-58,  1410-15;  Loans:  1305-25;  Construction  of  :  1317-20; 
1416;  Roads  inside  Municipality:  1329a;  Roads  outside  Municipality:  14:8  ;  Control  of  : 
1331:  Rating:  1362-94,  1419. 

Divisional  Council. — Constitution  and  election  of:  1395-1402. 

Streets  and  Roads  — Cost  of  watering  of  :  1420-23. 

Lighting,— Electric :  1424-26,  1429-83;  Gas;  1427-28,  Electric  Light  bad,  Gas  better:  1424,  1446, 
1461-62;  Charge  for  Electric  Light :  1433-36,  1468,  1473;  Unification:  1-150-69,  1563,  1568. 
Wash-houses.— 1484-1501,  1507-25,  1569-74,  1576. 

Rapenberg  Farm. — 1494-1501. 

Town  Hall.-  1502-03,  1526-40. 

Hospital. — 1504. 

Rentzkie’s  Farm  for  Small-pox  Patients.— 1505a. 

Public  Library. — 1541. 

Cabs.— Licences  and  Regulations  :  1542-56  ;  Unification  :  1567. 

Municipality. — Unification  :  1611-53. 

Divisional  Council. — Views  regarding  abolition:  1654-56. 

Water. — Past  proposals  :  1687-95;  Charges  for  :  1696-1705. 

Teaknan,  G.  W.,  Representative  of  the  Mowbray  Municipality  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Entire  agreement  with  Mr.  Tonkin  :  1657-58 

Reid,  A.  B.,  Representative  of  the  Mowbray  Municipality:  Heads  of  Evidence. 

General  agreement  with  Mr.  Tonkin  :  1659. 

Views  regarding  amalgamation  of  Municipalities  :  1660-86. 

Municipal  Affairs  (Beard) :  19087-95,  10101-02,  10121-22;  (Hanau):  10800-11,  10823-34,  10838-60  ; 

(Maclean) :  10178-87,  10200-08,  10258. 

Municioal  Amalgamation  (Beard)  :  10103-10  ;  (Cape  Town):  12184-87,  12193,  12206-83,  14043-7L  14244-46  ; 

(  lavement)  :  2839-40.  2843,  2945-40  ;  (Constantin)  :  9678-83  ;  (  raig)  :  7794,  7798-78o6,  7b34, 

7852-62  ;  (Hanau)  :  10817-19,  10*46-48,  10856-60  ;  (Hay)  :  9840-62,  9895-9919  ;  (Kallc  Bat/)  : 

9640-50;  (Louw)  :  1265-67,  1281,1895-1945;  IMacl.ean):  10144-45,  10274-83,  10292-10312;  (Mail- 
land)  :  11371-99  ;  ( Mowhau )  :  1611-53,  1660-86  ;  (Newey)  :  4939-52  ;  (Price)  :  2685-90  ;  (Rondeb  xc>'  , 
8965-9027  ;  (Rumimnn)  :  5508-11,  5566-72,  5595  ;  (Schreiner)  :  12779-12858  ;  (Sea  TO'/i  )  :  13580-90, 
13595-13600;  (Simon's  Town):  7212-13;  (Smart):  12396-98,  12446-61,  12498-50,  12535-78, 

12703-09;  (Stone v)  :  5723-24,5759-69,  5774;  (Westhofen)  :  7991-98;  (Wiener):  13128-41,  13116-51  ; 

( Wooastock)  :  5301-49,  5792-95,  5811-91  ;  (Working  Men)  :  132y9  ;  (Wynberg)  :  7643-74,  7684,  7700-01. 
Municipal  Borrowing  Powers  ( Runcman )  :  5613-29. 

Municipal  Bom  daries  (Hanau)  :  10852-53;  (Jumsrh)  :  46-58,  107-9. 

Municipal  Councillors,  Capacity  of  (Newey)  :  4957-64,  4990-92. 

Munich  al  Elections  (Cape  l oun )  :  1 4238-42. 

Municipal  Extension  (Smart) :  12718-29. 

Municipal  Friction  (S  oney)  :  5714-15,  6719-22. 

Municipal  Inefficiency  (Stoney)  :  5706-10,  5754-58,  5775-76,  5787-88. 

Municipal  Powers  and  Regulations  (Cape  Town)  :  12167-81. 

Municipal  Rating  (Cape  'Juwn)  :  12216-26,  13807-12;  (Schreiner):  12803-04,  12817-24,  12840-44;  (Smart): 

12384-89,  12396,  12410-19,  12550-55. 

Municipal  Regulations  (Smart) :  12530-34. 

Municipal  Waterworks,  see  Waterworks. 

Municipalities,  Area  and  Commonage  of  ( Juriich )  :  27. 

Municipalization  of  Camps  Bav  (Cape  Town)  :  11846-11923,  12104-15,  14039-42,  14226-31  ;  1  Marine)  :  12G11- 
31,  12649-61;  (Smart):  12451-54. 

Municipalization  of  Constantia  (Cape  Town)  ;  12288,  14184  :  (Const antia)  :  9659-62:  (Smart)  :  12717.  12729. 
Municipalization  of  Miluerton  (Smart) :  12727. 

Muuicipalization  of  Retreat  f Kalk  Bay)  :  9623-32,  9649-52. 

Myburgh,  Ryk,  see  Constantia, 

Nativ  Locations  (S' man's  Town)  :  7138-91. 

Need  for  Infirmary  (Sm  rt)  :  12752-59. 

Newey,  Joseph  MIC  E.,  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works:  Heads  tf  Evidence. 

Matters  referred  to  Public  Works  D- partment  for  report. — 4759-65. 

•-ewage  Outfalls  into  Table  Bay. — 4770-79. 

Water  Supply. — Sources  of  :  4783-87,  5002-08,  5018-25. 

Stormwater,  ownership  of  — 4788-4806 
Water  Schemes. — Preliminaries:  4807-10,  4974-78. 

Sewage  Disposal  in  Suburbs. — 4810-11. 

[G.  21—1902.] 
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Public  Road*.— Method  of  Maintenance:  1812-18, 
Divisional  Council  Roads. — Maintenance  of  :  4821-27. 


Main  R  >ad  to  Wynberg. — 4S2S-30. 

Divisional  C  uncil  R  ads  -  Experdi'ure  on:  4831-40,  4C67-71. 

"V »in  Roads  outside  Municipalities.-  M-  ntt  nance  of  by  Government, :  4841-58,4967-71,  4998-5000. 

M  fin  Roads  within  M  unicipalities.—  Maintenance  of  :  4859-65,  4998-5001. 

xpert  ad-. ice  on  Water  and  Drainage  Questions.— 4872-95. 

Water  Statistics. — Reason  -or  paucity  of  :  4897-98. 

Water  Schemes. — Legislation  to  protect :  4901-07. 

Wt-ter  Statistics. — No  knowledge  in  Public  Works  Department:  4908-18,4993-95. 

Melbourne  Amalgamation. — Mr.  Thwaites  :  4880-8S,  4917-S7,  5009-13,  5026-31,  5040. 

Hoard  of  Works  proposed. — 4937-52,  4979-8S,  4997,  5014-17,  5026,  5032-46. 

Municipal  Councillors. — Capacity  of  :  4967-64,  4990-92. 

New  Township  of  Camp’s  Bay  ( Marine )  :  12597-12700. 

Noord  Hoek  Water  Source  (T  Stewart):  12943-62. 

Noord  Hoek  Water  Supply  (Kalk  Bay)  :  9429-38. 

Nuisance  from  Ventilating  Shafts  (Sea  Point )  :  13449-72,  13493-94,  13499-13523. 

Oakley,  Henry  Millkb  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Boring  ior  Water. — Results:  9947-62;  Woodstock,  9963-76,  10005-6,  10033-35  ;  Newlands  as  source  for 
General  Supply,  ’9977-81,  9994-98,  10017-22,  10025-26,  10038-55;  Contamination  of  Bore-holes, 
9982-85;  Railway  Department,  9986-91  ;  Unfavourable  localities,  9992-93,  10023,  10055;  Methods 
and  Supply,  9  99-10004.  K  028,  10036-37  ;  Cost,  10008-13  10031-32,  10048-52;  Analyses,  10029-30. 
Objec*  on  if  t  amps  Bay  to  Municipalization  (Cape  Town)  :  1  1846-11923. 

Objection  of  Costantia  to  Municipalization  ( Const antia )  :  9659-62. 

O  d  Somerset  H'  spital  ( Smart )  :  12737,  12753. 

Oiipham’s  Hoek  (Claremont)  :  2391-95,  2398-2406,  2459-60  ;  (Heath)  :  2018,  2072-73  ;  (Juritch)  :  66-68,  97  ; 
(Louw):  1119,  1125,1140-46,1149-51,  1212,  1287,  1773,1842;  (Maitland):  11072,11099-11101  ;  (Price)  : 
2678:  (Rondtbosch)  :  8380-82;  (Rune ■  man)  :  6804-10;  (1.  Stewart)  :  12970,  13036-39;  (Woodstock) 
3479-3504,  3-80-81,  3616-17,  3620-22,  3639-40,  3694-3830,  3872-79,  3882-93,3901-34,3943-4096, 
4116  4208,  4216  4497,  4503-49,  4552-76,  4590-4621,  5047-50,  5060-83;  ( Working  Ren):  13273-74. 

Oiive,  W.  T.,  see  Marine. 

Open  Spaces  (Woodstok) :  3422-27,  3435-37  ;  (Wynberg)  :  6186-88. 

Orange  Kloof  Rainfall  (  ’.  Stewart)  :  8545-51,  8555-62,  8593-8602. 

Orange  Kloof  Wa  cr  Source  {  Stewart)  :  12942,  13004-20,  13626  ;  (Wynberg) :  6237-40,  6272-75,  6283-86, 
6291-92  640  -16,  6420,  6426-27,  «466-8  4,652  -84,  7430-43. 

Ownership  of  Stormwater  (Newey)  :  478'  -4806  ;  (Schreiner)  :  12862-82. 

Paimiet  River  (Erslxns)  :  10720  10723-64  ;  (Heath)  :  2076;  (if.  Stewart)  :  12970;  ( Westhofen )  :  8089-95. 

Plant  of  Divisional  Council  (Die.  Co.):  3041-52. 

Police  Pines  ( Ca  e  down):  13776-78. 

Polling-hours  (Cape  Town)  :  14241-42. 

Polling  Regulations  (Working  Men)  :  13262-72,  13285-88,  13303-04. 

Pollution  of  Liesbeek  River  (Claremont)  :  2572-73,  2596-2603,  2992,  2995  ;  (Mowbray)  462-67  ;  (Ror.debosch) : 
8351-59. 


poor  — Support  of  (Smart) :  12730-64. 

Population  (Cape  Town):  11467-87  ;  (Claremont):  2159-70,  2321,  3004;  (Kalk  Bay):  9332-40,  9346-47; 
(Maitland):  10891-10920;  (Mowbray):  323-34,  433-5,  582-97,  610-11;  (Rondebosch)  :  8214-16;  (Sea 
Point):  13316,  13318-23;  (Simon’s  Town::  5905-11;  (Woodstock):  3334-41,3351-52,  3367-77,  3412-14. 
4254-55,  4258-60  4365-67;  (Wynberg)  :  6017-26,  6040,  6046-48. 

Port  Sanitary  Autho  i  y  (Cape  town::  12190-92. 

Po-it  on  of  Cape  Sown  in  Money  Market  (Cape  town)  :  13827-28,  13904-08. 

Powell,  George,  see  Kalk  Bay. 

Pbice,  T.  R.,  General  Manager  of  Railways  :  Reads  of  Evidence. 

Water.-  Sourc  s  of  in  Peninsula :  2610-12,  2619-20  ;  Sources  outside  Peninsula  :  2621-25,  2671  78  ;  For 
domestic  purposes  :  2613-18;  Better  supply  required  :  2626-36;  Mount  Pleasant  :  261 2612,  2636  ; 
Cape  Districts  Waterworks  :  2610,  2612,  2636-38  ;  Cape  Districts  Waterworks,  cost  of :  2639  42,  2648; 
Cape  Town,  cost  of  :  2641-43,  2700-06  ;  Shortage  of  :  2645 ;  Boring  for  at  Newlands  and  Rosebank  : 
2612,  2647  ;  Rosebank:  2647-51  ;  Boring,  cost  of  :  2648,  2652,  2653-55,  2697-99;  General  Scheme 
for:2653,  2667-69,2687;  Annual  consumption:  2666;  Daily  consumption  :  2707-12  ;  Increase  of 
consumption  :  2657-60  ;  General  Supply  :  2661-66,  2667-70  ;  Kalabas  Kraal  :  2667  ;  Oliphant’s 
Hoek  Scheme  :  2678  ;  Steenbras  River  Scheme  :  2678  ;  Information  at  disposal  of  Commission  : 
2687,  2715. 

Drainage. — Unsatisfactory  condition  of  in  Peninsula  :  2679-81;  Unification:  2682-86. 

Municipalitie-.— Unification  :  2688-90. 

Di  isional  Council. — Railway  not  concerned  :  2691-92. 

Lighting. — Electric,  Railway  prefers  own  arrangements  :  2693-96  ;  Would  combine  with  Harbour 
Board:  2716.  „ 

’^yilter_ _ ulbagh  Kloof  :  2”  1 3- 14,  2719-23  ;  Railway  Enginetr  will  give  evidence  :  2717-18. 

Prim-ess  Vbi  (T.Sewort):  13694-13700,  13709-10;  (Westhofen:  8144-46,  8155-58;  (Wynberg):  6624-57, 
6691-6  03  6772-78,7441-47  7521,  7588.7613-14,  7622-37. 

Probab  e  cost  of  Water  Scheme  (T.  Stewart)  :  12980-83,  13024-26,  13033-38,  13042-45,  131  71.  13192-13202, 
13613,  13632-34. 

Profit  on  Wa'er  (Cape  Town ,  :  13346-49,  13899-13901,  14072-75. 

Public  Baths  (tape  Toun)  :  12042-43,  12084-68  ;  (Working  Men)  :  13294-95. 

Public  Heath  Control  ( Bunciman )  :  5576-78. 

Pub  ic  Health  Regulations  (Smart) :  12533-34. 

Public  Library  (Mowbray)  :  1541. 

Public  School  ( Kalk  Bay) :  9619-20. 

Railway  Department  Water  Supply  (Wynne- Roberts) :  8644,  8663. 

Railway  Electric  Lighting  (Prtct)  :  2693-96,  2716. 

Railway  Management  (Smart):  12767-76. 

Railway  Water  Consumption  (Price):  2656,  2707-19. 

Rainfall,  collection  of  Data  (Wynne- Roberts),  9043-67. 

Rainfall  Statistics  (C  Stewart ):  8543-8625. 

Rapenherg  Farm  ( Mowbray )  :  315-16,  420-21,  469-72,  608-9,  1494-1501. 

Rates  (Divisional  Council)  :  31 1  6-23,  3  37-45.  3243-45. 

Refuse  Destructors  (C  pe  Town):  11804-12,  t :  833-34,  1 1837-41,  ’  3981-82,  13985-94,  14090-93,  14129-30. 
R.fme  Disposal  (Cape  Tmm):  11790-11803,  11824-32,  11835-36,  '  1842-45,  13976-95,  14088-89,  14128-30  ; 
(Mout/iay):  746-20,849-58;  (Sea  Point)  :  13428,  13473-89;  (Woodstock):  5214-17. 
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Refuse  Removal  [Working  Men):  13277-84,  13309-10. 

Registration  of  Voters  [Cape  Town) :  11444-58. 

Reid,  A.  B.,  se e  Mowbray. 

Rentzkie’s  Farm  [Cape  T  wn'  :  '2073,  12129-32,  12159-60;  (Mowbray):  1505a. 

Retreat.  -Inclusion  in  Municipality  (Kal/c  Bay)  :  9623-32,  0649-52. 

Retreat  Insanitary  Buildings  ( Constantia )  :  9733-34  ;  (Dir.  Co.)  3247-56. 

Rigby,  Heebeet  Peter  Babrow,  M  I.C.E.,  Drainage  Engineer,  Cape  Town  Corporation  :  Heals  of  Evidence. 
Drainage  and  Sewerage  (C.  T.). — Municipal  staff:  9143-44,  9203-5;  Systems:  9145-51,  92' 6-38, 
9296-9311;  Population  provided  for  :  9152,9243-45,  9296;  House  connections  :  9156-57,  9182-88, 
9318;  Length  of  streets:  9158-59  ;  Main  intercepting  sewer  capacity:  9 1 60-79,  9246-50;  W<  rk 
by  whom  and  how  done:  91S0-81,  918P-97  ;  Plans:  9198-9200;  Cost  of  maintenance  snd  plant: 
9212-19;  Capacity  of  plant:  9226-31:  Docks  system:  9232-38:  Discharge  of  sewage:  9239-83; 
Table  Bay  currents  :  9256-59,  9270-73;  Bacteriological  treatment:  9280-95,  9315-17  :  Sea  water 
flushing:  9319-20. 

Riparian  Rights  [S  h  re,ner)  :  12859-82;  [T.  Stewart):  12978-79. 

Road  Construction  [Working  Men)  :  13273. 

Road  Control  ( Han.au )  :  10821-24;  Wosthofen)  :  8112-14. 

Road  Maintenance  [Beard)  :  10086-86;  (MacLean):  10149-50,  10188-99,  10209-12,  10255-57,  1028t  89; 

(Newey)  :  4812-18,  4821-71,  4967-71,  4998-5001. 

Road  Management  ( Bromley )  :  10634-10700. 

Road  Management  in  Australia  [Craig) :  7813-17. 

Roads. —  [Div.  Co.)  3049-82,  3182-84,  3188-93,  3196-3213,  3228-32,  3273-83;  (Kuneiman)  :  5634-56,  5673-75, 
5596. 

Roads,  Government  Control  of  [Wibnot)  :  5633,  6645,  6650,  5652. 

Rondebosch.— Eabp,  Edwin  John  (Mayor),  \ 

Andrews,  John  (Councillor)  >  of  the  Rondeboseh  Municipality  :  Heads  of  I  rider, ce . 
Batchelor,  W.  A.  (Town  Clerk)  ) 

Area. — Built  upon  :  8201-3;  Commonage:  8204-11;  Available  for  huildiDg:  8212-13. 

Population. —  Class:  8214-16. 

Area.—  Number  of  Houses  :  8217,8822-24;  Value  of  Houses  :  8218-19,  8822-2!. 

Constitution  of  Council. — 8220-23 

Finance — Loans  raised  :  8224-36,  8251-55,  8257-59,  8282-85,  8290-99,  8312-14,  S369-71  ;  Receipts  and 
Expendituie  :  8237-50;  Sinking  Fund  :  8256,  8299  ;  Steenbras  River  Scheme  :  8259-66,  8840-91  ; 
Assets,  Actual  value  of  :  8267-81  ;  Valuation  of  Properly  :  8286-89,  8822. 

Water; — Source  of  Supply;  8300;  Suburban  V\  atei  wo  ks,  Relations,  830  -l1,  8316-25,  8350,  S36P- 
86,  8397-8405;  Steenbras  River  Scheme:  8326-37,  8377-79,  8382-12,  9012-15;  Rowlands 

Reservoir  :  8338-40,  8393  ;  Drinking  Fountains  and  Stand  Pipes  :  8141-47  ;  Quality  <f  Water; 
8348  ;  Liesbeek  River  Flow  :  8351-69  ;  Augmentation  of  Supply  :  8372-73;  W<  cdstcck  relations 
with  Waterworks  :  8376,  8403  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme  :  8380-82  ;  Vitws  re  Luger  Schemes  : 
8381-86,  8850-61  ;  Government  Con'trol  :  8393-96. 

Sanitation.— Systems  :  8407-9,  8412-14,  8418-20,  8463-70;  Cost  of:  8410-11,  8421,  8441-47,  8464, 
8825;  Charges  for  ;  8415,  8466-67  ;  Depositing  Ground  ;  84,6-17  ;  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital: 
8856-59. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. —  Scheme  for  :  8422-27,  8448-62,  8473-75;  Sewage  disposal  :  8428-36  ;  Storm¬ 
water  :  8437-40,  8471  ;  Unification  ;  8462. 

Streets  and  Roads. — Expenditure  on  :  8476  ;  Extent  of  :  8476  ;  Muniiipal  Powers  :  8477-82. 

Divisional  Council. — Mainteiance  of  Roads:  8483;  Relations:  8484:  t  ontributions  :  8485-86; 

Valuation  differences  :  8487-91  ;  Rating  ;  8492,  8776-77  ;  Conference  :  8493-97. 

Streets  and  Roads. — Upkeep  of  :  8499-8501 ;  Board  of  Management  :  85(2-6,  8533-36. 

Metropolitan  Tramways. — Regulations  for  :  8507- 1 1  ;  Protection  of  local  interests  :  8512-17,  8525-28; 

Crossings:  8518-20;  Municipalisation  of  ;  8521-24. 

Streets  and  Roads. — Width  ;  8629-32  ;  Taking  over  in  m  Divisional  Council :  8776-82. 
lighting.— Electric :  8783-93. 

Wash-houses. — 8794-99,  8822,  8833-35;  Washing  Reg uiatic ns  :  8800-5. 

Tannery  :  8806-12. 

Slaughterhouses  :  8813-19,  8826-32. 

Weights  and  Mea-ures  :  8836-38. 

Alteration  of  Boundaries.-  Views  concerning  :  8892-8919. 

Rondeboseh  Extension. — U<  satisfactory  condition  :  8920-63. 

Amalgamation.— Views  generally  :  8965-75,  8978-9022;  Wiodi-tock  with  Cape  Town  :  8976-78;  Sea 
Point  to  Wynberg  :  9023-24  ;  Mowbray  Jo  Claremont  :  9025-27. 

Divisional  Council. — Future  cf  ;  9028-35. 

Rondeboseh  Extension,— Condition  of—  [Rondeboseh)  :  8920-63. 

Rgnciman,  William,  M.L.A.  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Water.— Simon’s  Town  general  lequirements  :  5354-69,  5407-10,  5419-27,  5430-33,  54-'2-55,  54CS-73  : 
Ncord  Hoek  a  possible  future  source  :  5370-83,  6393-5403,  5456-62  5481-85,5497  98,  6796-0803  ; 
Red  Hilt  source  :  5384-92;  Admiralty  Reservoir  overflow  :  5401-06;  Charge  at  Simon’s  Town; 
5411-18. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.— Simon's  Town  :  5428-29,6899-6905. 

Water.—  Admrialty  and  Municipality,  Combination  between,  for  water  ard  drainage  :  5435-61,  5476-S0  ; 

Kalk  Bay  Storage  Scheme  ;  5463-67.  • 

Finance.— Simon’s  Town,  Admitalty  Contribution  in  lien  of  rates:  5474. 

Water.— Simon’s  Town  Re  ervoir,  C  nstruction  and  C<  st  of  :  6485-5507. 

Amalgamation.— Simon’s  I  own  with  other  Municipa  itiee  :  5508-11. 

Divisional  Council.— Aboltion  of  :  5514-15;  Board  of  Works  substituted,  Proposed  Powers  :  5516-33, 
5557-65,  5579-95,  6830-51,  686S-74. 

Streets  and  Roads.— Large  Views  regarding  :  5534-56,  5573-75,  5596. 

Amalgamai ion.— Municipalities  generally  :  5566-72,  5695. 

Public  Health.— One  controlling  body:  6576-78. 

Mot.  Tramways. — One  controlling  body  :  5582  86. 

Water  Schemes. — Large  views  regarding  :  5597-6612. 

Municipal  Borrowing  Powers.-  Large  views  regarding  :  5613-29. 

Water. — Oliphant's  Hoek  ;  6S04-10. 

Divisional  Council.—  Relations  with  Simon’s  Town  :  6811-29,6852-60;  Present  Constitution  :  08C1-G7, 
6873  74. 

Finance.— Position  of  Simon’s  Town  Council:  6875-86;  Appeal  to  Ratepayers:  6889-90,  C894-95  ; 
Govt.  Control :  6887-93,  6896-98. 

Salt  River  Outspan  (Cape  Toon) :  12118-28,  12143-60,  12185-88  ;  ‘Maitland)  :  10879-90,  10U  4-97. 

Sanitary  Control  of  Docks  and  Shipping  (Cape  Town) :  12190-92,  13911-12,  14196-14225. 

Sanitary  Reform  needed  (Working  Mtn)  :  13275,  13308-10. 
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Sanituion  /  ’  ’  •  Tor  n) :  Forcslv  re  of  Table  Bay  :  12139-42,  12189-90  ;  Houses  unconnected  with  Sewerage  : 

1 '199-14 .02  ;  infectious  Di-eases  Hospital:  12039-41,  12070-76;  Night  Soil  Removals;  11685-11706; 
Re i use  Destructors  :  11S04-12,  11833-34  11837-41.  13981-82,  13985-94,  14090-93,  14129-30;  Refuse 
Disposal:  11790-1180  i.  11824-32,  11835-36,  11842-45,  13976-95,  14088-89,  14128-30;  Rentzkie’s  Farm  : 
120T3.  12129-32.  121 59-60  :  Sanitary  Control  of  Docks  and  Skipping  :  12190-92,  13911-12  14196-14225: 

merset  H  >spit  1:  12088-90;  (Claremont):  0.  D.  Hospital :  3000  ;  Night-soil  disposal :  2305,  2313-20  ; 

S  aught.  r-houses  :  3001-3;  {Constamtia)  :  9733-34,  9794-9804,9821-24,10336-60,  10390-10405,  10451-53, 

1  "456-62  fii  3216-19,  3223-42,  3248-56,  3257-72 ;  (Kaltc  Bay)  :  9491-9506;  ( Maitland ) :  11120-32, 

1117  -11217 :  ^Mowbray)  :  General  matters:  917-19,  937;  Night-soil  disposal:  702-3,708-15,  824-43, 
S5'-64,  914-16;  Pr.cau'i  ms  taken :  937-38;  Refuse  disposal :  716-20,  849-58;  Renfzkie’s  Farm  :  1505a; 
Slopvrater  di-posal:  700-1,  704-5,  792.804,  909-11  ;  (Rondeboseh):  Charges  for :  8415,  8465-67  ;  ('ost  of  : 
8410-11.  S421,  8141-47.  8464,  S825  :  Depositing  Ground:  8416-17;  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital: 
8856-59;  Systems:  8407-09,  8412-14,  8418-20,  8463-70;  {Sea  Font):  13428-29,  13473-89,  13566, 
13571;  s  ",  Toil  a'  :  7073-89,  7151-57,  7162-65,  7169-79  ;  ( Wes'hofen)  :  8060-64;  (Woodstock)  : 
Refuse  Disposal:  6214-17:  Slopwater  Disposal:  4742-46;  (Working  Men):  13275-84,  13294-95, 
1330S-10  ;  (Wynbcrg,  :'6399,  6605-6795,  7441-47,  7621,  7588,  7613-16,  7622-39. 

Sanitation  of  Docks  (Wiener)  :  13104-05. 

Sanitation  of  Ships  ( Wiener ) :  13106-10. 

Saunders.  Harry  Peecival  :  Head<  of  Evidence. 

Waterboring. — Experience  :  10466-98,  10501-07,  10512-15,  10523-29;  as  a  source  of  Urge  supply: 

1 0JSS  ;  m  to  Table  Mountain:  10499-500,  10530-32 ;  Advantages  of :  10508-51  1;  Methods :  lu516-5‘22  ; 
at  Simonstown  :  10533. 

Scavenging  'Sea  Point)  :  13429. 

Scheme  for  D  >cks  Sewerage  (He man)  :  261-68. 

Scheme  f  r  Water  Supply  (Price) :  2653,  2667-79,  2687. 

Schbeimb,  Hun.  William  Philip,  K  G.  :  Scads  of  Evidence. 

Municipal  Amalgamation. — Present  management :  12779-82,  12801;  Liesbeek  Municipality  :  12783-84; 
Central  authority — constitution  of:  1 2"  So  - 1 28 1 6  :  Powers  of:  12817-37,  12845-46:  Rating: 

12803-04,  12817-24,  12840-44;  Existing  debts:  12838-40;  gfovernment  enquiry  into  schemes: 
12847-49:  Mutual  consent  vs.  coercion  :  12857-58. 

Water  upply. — Amalgamation  :  12850-56  ;  Riparian  rights  :  12859-82. 

Scowen,  H.  H.,  see  Kalk  Bay. 

Sea  Point.— Bec^wn,  , 

Herring 
Heward 
Area.— 13312-17. 

Commons  g. — 13314. 

Population. — 13316,  13318-23. 

Constitution  of  Municipality. — 13324-31.  , 

Finance. — Loans:  13332-33,  13360-62;  Assets:  13333-3S  ;  Receipts  and  Expenditure:  13339-75; 

Eire  Brigade  Contribution  :  13343-50  ;  Beach  Account :  13351-54;  Scavenging  Account :  13365-73. 
Water. — Source  of  Supply :  13375  77  ;  Mode  of  Supp’y  :  13378-93,  13413-19  ;  Requirements:  13394- 
13409;  Regulations:  13410-12;  Rates:  13420-23. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Completion  of  Scheme  :  13424-27. 

Sanitation. — Refu  e  disposal :  13428,  13473-89  ;  Street  Scavenging  :  13429. 

Drai;  age  and  Sewerage. — Stormwater:  13410-38;  Sewage  Guttall  :  13439-48,  13490-92,  13495-96  ; 
Smells  from  Ventilating  Shafts:  13449-72,  1  493-94,  13499  13523;  Currents  in  Table  Bay: 
13497-98. 

Streets  and  Roads. — Bad  Material :  13524-25  ;  Divisional  Council  relations  :  13526-30,  13601-10. 
Lighting. — Gas  :  13531-34,  13540-42;  Electric  :  13533,  13543-51. 

Amalgamation. — 13547-61. 

"Wash-houses. — 13535-36,  13552-54. 

Finance. — Somerset  Hospital  Contribution  :  13555-65. 

Sanitation. — School:  13566.  ' 

Administration. — Cost  of  Staff  :  13567-70. 

Sanitation. — Infectious  Diseases  Hospital:  13571. 

Boundaries  — 13572-79. 

Amalgamation. — With  Cape  Town  :  13580-87,  13595-96;  Municipal:  13588-90,  13597-13600. 

Cape  Town  Municipal  Affairs  -—13591-94. 

Divisional  Count  il. — Ab  lition  of :  13601-10 
Sea  Poii  t  Alienated  Land  (Jurisch) :  23-24. 

Sea  Point  Commonage  and  Area  'Juris  sh) :  21-22. 

Sea  Point  Drainage  Relations  (Cape  Town)  :  11714-16. 

Sea  Point  Water  Supply  (Cape  Town)  :  13850-57. 

Sea  Water  Flashing  (Cape  Town) :  13831,  13909-10,  13929-30  ;  (Rigby):  9319-20;  (Working  Men) :  13246-47, 
13300-02. 


Tohn  Louis  Mitchell,  M.L.A.  (Councillor), 
i,  Herbert  (Town  Clerk). 

,  Richard  Henry  (Engineer), 


Green  and  Sea  Point  Municipality 
Heads  of  Evidence. 


Sea  Water  Flushing  in  Docks  (He  nan)  :  211-13. 

Sewage  Disposal  (Cape  Twn):  14047-68,  14099-14103;  (Rondeboseh):  8428-36;  (Simon's  Town):  7073-89; 
(T.  Stewart):  13643-49,  13653-71,  13'  77-92,  13701-14;  (Westhofen) :  8077-84,  8140-54;  (Woodstock): 
4675-77,  5057-59;  (Won berg)  :  6522-6795,  7622-39. 

Sewage  Disposal  in  Suburbs  (  xewey)  :  481U-  1. 

Se  «nge  Outfall  (Cape  Twn)  :  11683-85,  14060-63  ;  ( Claremont )  :  2543-51,  2562,  2572-3,  2596-2603,  2768-82, 
2992.  2995  :  KukBay)  :  9510-38,  9532-43;  (Maitland)  :  11133-55  ;  (Mowfray):  721,  788,  920-31  ;  (Rigby)  : 
9239-83;. A.  iWc) :  13439-48,  13490-92,  13495-96;  (Smart)  :  12462,  12514-15  ;  (Woodstock) :  4653-67, 
4671-76,  4687-93. 


Sewage  Outfall  oi  Cape  Town  ( Hunan )  :  269,  300-3. 

S'  wage  Outfall  into  Table  Bay  (Niewey)  :  4770-79;  ( Wiener )  :  13086-89. 

Sewage  Outfalls  (Craig):  7838-51,  7879-84,  7898-7906. 

Sewerage  in  Docks  (Heenori)  :  261-68 
Sewerage  of  Camps  Bay  ( Marine )  :  12635-45. 

Shipping  Charges  f  r  Water  ( Ueenan )  :  193-204,  221-4,  239-44. 

Shipping. — Sanitation  of  (Wiener) :  13106-10. 

Silver  Mine  Stream,  ee  Noord  Hoek. 

Simon’s  Town — Hugo,  Frederick  ITermanus  Schoendohf  (Mayor)  )  ,  ...  ,  m  r  . , 

Oillaed,  William  Smalk  (Town  Clerk)  )  of  &unon  8  lown  :  3eadt  °f  Evidence  . 

Area. — Incr  ase  :  5900-03 

Popular  on. —Increase  :  5905-06;  Class:  5907;  Condition  :  5908-11. 

A  rea.— Commonage  :  5613-17;  Houses:  5918. 

Finance.--  Expenditure  level  with  Revenue:  5922-25;  Loans,  Particulars  of:  5926-32,  5938;  Staff 
Salaries  :  5933-37. 


INDEX  OF  EVIDENCE. 
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Water. — Expenditure  on  Waterworks :  5939  ;  Reservoir:  5940-41,  5945,  5952;  Dam  :  5941-51;  Storage 
(apaoity:  6953;  Amount  per  head:  5954-12;  Yield  of  Spring :  5959;  Schemes  for  Increased 
Supply:  5962-94,  7255;  Noordhoek  Source:  5963-89,  7o31-52;  Bed  Hill  Source:  5990-io 
Amalgamation  with  one  large  scheme  :  5' 95- 99,  7213-16,  7251. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Sjstem  :  7057-72. 

Sanitation. — Sewage  disposal:  7073-89. 

Streets  and  Roads. — Condition  :  7090-!  4  ;  Divisional  Council  Maintenance  :  7095-7 125. 

Lighting.— Oil :  7126-29. 

Wash-houses. — Control  and  Supply:  7130-32. 

Drainage.— Plans  for  augmentation:  7133-35. 

Municipal  Boundary  — Extension  needed  :  7136-37. 

Native  Locations.- — Population  :  7138,  7172  ;  t  ontrol :  7139-40,  7169-71  :  Area  :  7141.  7192;  Huts: 
7142-47,  71S3  ;  Powers  to  Establish  :  7147-50,  7158-61,  7184-91;  Sanitary  Condition:  7151-67, 
7162-65,  7169-79. 

Area. — Land  Built  upon :  7195-97  ;  Control:  7198-7204,  7207-11  ;  Howowncd:  7205-6. 
Amalgamation.. — Impracticable  :  7212-13. 

F.nance  —  Bates  levied  :  7217-34;  Admiralty  Interest:  7238-39;  Government  Interest:  7240-43  ; 
Contributions,  How  rrsed  :  7244-50. 

Simon’s  Town  Water  Supply  (7'.  Stewart)  :  12944-55,  12962. 

Sinking  Fund  ( ('ape  Town)  :  13789-90. 

Slaughter-houses  (JHvvional  Council ):  3220-23:  (Maitland):  11009-13,  11305-51;  (R ondtbosch)  :  8813-19, 
8826-32  ;  (Smart):  12524-27;  (Wynberg)  :  7602-11. 

Smabt,  Geobge  :  Heads  of  Evidence , 

Valuations. -12320-27,  12331-53,  12378-83. 

Valuation  Court. — 1 2 328-30,  12354-77. 

Municipal  Raring  • — 12384-89,  12396,  12410-19,  12550-55. 

Municipal  Debts. — 12390-97. 

Municipal  Amalgamation. — 12396-98,  12446-61,  12498-500,  12535-78,  12703-09. 

Streets  and  Roads. — Upkeep:  12399-12409,  12503-06,  12549-63. 

Board  of  Works.— 1^420-48,  12463-86,  12506,  12557,  12561-64,  12570-71,  12676-78,  12718-20. 

Sewage  Outfall  — 12462,  12514-15. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  Amalgamation. — 12477-80,  12485,  12509-18. 

Cape  Town  Municipal  Affairs.  — 12487-534,  12548-50,  12559-60. 

Lighting  Amalgamation. — 12507-08. 

Water  Amalgamation.— 12509,  12766-67. 

Fire  Brigade. — 12519-20. 

Tramways. — 12521. 

Wash-houses.  — 12522-23. 

Slaughter-houses.—  12524-27. 

Licensing  of  Vth'cles. — 12528-29. 

Building  Regulations — 12530 

Municipal  Regulations  on  one  basis.  — 12531-32. 

Public  Health  Regulations  — 12533-34. 

Cape  Town  Assets  — 12548,  12559. 

Cape  Town  Liabilities. — 12560. 

Ward  System  of  Representation.— 12571 -75. 

Cape  Town  Boundaries. — 12710-14. 

Divisional  Council  Abolition. — 12715-21. 

Municipalities,  Extension  of.— 12718-29. 

Constantia  Municipalization. — 12717,  12729. 

Miln  erton  Muni  cipali  zat  i  on . — 12727. 

Poor.— Support  of:  12730-64. 

Somerset  Hospital. — 12732,  12735. 

Wynberg  Hospital. — 12733-34. 

Old  Somerset  Hospital. — 12737,  12753. 

Infirmary  needed. — 12752-59. 

Water  Supply  of  Cape  Town. — 12766-67. 

Railway  Management. — 12767-76. 

Somerset  Hospital  (<  ape  Town)  :  12088-90;  (Sea  Taint) :  13565-65  ;  (Smart):  12732,  12735. 

Source  of  Stream, — Definition  of  (Juritch)  :  128-31. 

Sources  of  Water  Supply  (Bromley) :  10710-12  ;  (ErsJcine)  :  10720-64  ;  (Jwisch)  :  61-133;  (Newey)  :  4783-87, 
5002-8,  5018-25;  (Oakley):  9977-81.9994-98,  10017-22,  10025-26,  10038-55:  (Price) :  2610-28,  2671- 
78;  (Mondebosch)  :  8300  ;  (Saunders)  :  10488,  10499-600,  10530-32;  (T.  Stewart) :  12942-13045,  13171-75, 
13179-85,  13189-13234,  13611-17  :  (Westhofen) :  8085-8101,  8173-95  ;  (Wynne  Robert  ) ;  9038-42,9068-79. 
Sources  of  Waterworks  Supply  ( Claremont ):  2349-42,  2493  ;  (Mowbray)  :  485-89. 

Starke,  Robert,  see  Drvisional  Council. 

Steenbras  River  (Claremont):  2391,  2396-2406,  2426-27,  2459-60.  2494-95;  (Erskine)  :  10720-23, 

10735,  10737,  10740,  10752;  (Heath)  :  2018,  2070-71  ;  ( Jurisch j  :  61-65,  92,  124-25  ;  (Lowe)  :  1092-94, 
1119,  1123-24,  1146,  1212,  1288-89,  1836-41  ;  (Mowbray):  536-71,  611-93;  (Price):  2678:  (Rondebosch)  : 
8259-66,8326-37,  8377-79,8382-92,  8840-91,  9012-15;  (T.  Stewart):  12970,  13215-17:  (Woodstock): 
3894-3900,  3953-57,  4006-7,  4041-45,  4065-68,  4083-86,  4093-96. 

Sieps  taken  by  Cape  Town  Corporation  for  Increased  Water  Supply  (tape  Town):  13825-26,  13835-38, 
14109-21,  14131-59. 

Stewabt,  Chaeles,  B.Sc  ,  Secretary  to  the  Meteorological  Commission  :  Beads  of  Evidence. 

Rai:  fall  Statistics. — Period  collected  :  8543;  Table  Mountain  :  854  1,  8552-53,  8603-6;  Orange  Kloof: 
8545-51,  8556-62,  8593-8602:  Disa  Head  :  8554,  8556,  8564  ;  Waai  Ivopje:  8664,  8565:  Kasteel’s 
hoort :  8554,  8566  ;  St.  Michael’s:  8554,  8567;  Tokai :  8568-70:  Piquetberg  :  8577-78;  Suren 
8580-82:  Rocklands  :  8583-85:  Private  gauges :  8589-92. 

Evaporation  Statistics.— Table  Mountain  :  8611-15. 

Humidity  Statistics. —  Disa  Head:  8616-17. 

Rainfall  Statistics. — Dry  season  :  8619-25. 

Stewart,  Thomas,  M.I.C.E  :  Heads  of  evidence. 

Water  Supply. — Table  Mountain  Waterworks  Company:  12896-12904:  Table  Mountain  Catchment 
area:  12899,  12906-08,  12920,  12932,  13235  ;  ri  able  Mountain  (W’yirberg)  works  :  12909,  12915-17; 
Table  Mountain  ;Cape  '1  own)  works  :  12909,  12911-14,  12918-41 ;  Table  Mountain  Rainfall  Gauges  : 
12920,  12924,  12930-31,  12985-86;  Table  Mour  tain  Stream  Gaugings :  12920-21,  12927-29  ; 

Table  Mountain  Adequacy:  12936-37;  OraDge  Kloof:  12942,  13064-20,  13626;  Notrd  Hoek  : 
12943-62;  Simou’sTown:  12944-56,  12962;  Kalk  Bay  :  12943-44,  12962;  Oiher  Schemes :  12963- 
13045,  13171-75,  13179-85,  13189-13234  ;  Steenbras  River:  12970,  13215-17 ;  Palmiet  River  :  12970; 
Witte  River:  12970,  13219-34;  Du  Toit’s  Kloof:  12970;  Oliphant’s  Hoek:  12970,  13035-39 
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Breede  River  :'12970-7l  :  Twenty  Four  Rivers  :  12970-71,  13204-05;  Quantity  required  :  12974-76, 
131S2-S5,  131J-9-91  ;  Riparian  Rights:  12978-79:  Probable  Cost:  12980-83,  13024-26,  13033-38 
13042-45,  1  171.  13192-132(2,  13613,  13932-34;  Collection  of  Statistics:  12983  94,  13611  12; 
Time  to  complete  Sch.ine:  12993-1  f 003,  13172-15,  13179-80,  13625-30  ;  Garden  use  :  13021-23, 
1-  0‘3-64,  18184,  13029-30  :  Supply  en  route  :  13027-29  ;  Personal  Estimates:  13031-32,  13158-71, 
13631-32,  13635  :  Central  control  and  administration:  13040-52,  13172-75,  13616-24;  Dribble 
system  ei  ndi  rnned  •  13052,  13176-78,  13186-88  ;  Views  re  Sources:  13203-34,  13611-17;  Points 

for  consideration  :  13214. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Methods  of  Sewage  Disposal;  13643-49,  13653-71,  13677-92,  13701-14; 

•  Amalgamation:  13650-52  ;  Stormwatsr  :  13660,  13701-03;  Cost  of  Drainage  System;  13672-76; 
Wynberg  Scheme :  1369S-13700,  13709-10,  13715-27  ;  Princess  Vlei :  13694-13700,  13709-10, 

Stonfy.  Dr.  Wii.liam  Walter,  District  Surgeon,  Kimberley:  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Municipalities.  — Inefficiency  of,  to  cope  with  Plague:  5706-10,  5764-58.  5775-76,  5787-SS  ;  Friction 
between:  5714-15.6719-22;  Amalgamation  of,  feV  Health  purposes  :  5123-24,5759-69,  5774. 
Divisional  Councils. — Experience  of  :  5726-30. 

Kimberley  Board  of  Plealth — Control  and  Powers  of:  6731-53,  5778-84. 

Combined  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.— 5763-69. 

Combined  Abattoir:  5770-73. 

Storage  of  Water  ( Working  Men) :  13248-52. 

Stormwater  Ownership  (Newey)  :  4788-4806;  ( Schreiner ):  12862-82. 

Stormwater  Provision  (Cape  Tow u) :  14122-27;  (Sea  Point) :  13430-38;  (T.  Stewart) :  13660,13701-03. 

Streets  and  Roads  (Cape  ’Him):  11726-89,  11813-19,  14160-75;  ( Claremont ):  2796-2810,  2878-84,  2863- 
2904,  291S,  2928-32;  (Walk  Bav)  :  9544-9606;  (Maitland):  11225-66;  (Mowbray):  431-32,  940-46, 
1299-1394,1410-23;  (Rondebosch)  :  8476-8506,8529-36,8775-82;  (Runciman)  :  5534-56,  5573-75,5596; 
(Sea  Pint):  13365-73,  13524-30,  13601-10:  (Simon’ s  Town) :  7090-7125;  (Smart):  12399-12409,  12503- 
06,  12.349-53;  (Woodstock):  5085-99,  5116-37,  5149-51;  (Wynberg):  7529-56. 

Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  ( Lome )  :  Altitude  of  Supply  :  1950-58  ;  Amalgamation  Question  :  1265-67, 
1281,  1895-1945  ;  Arbitration  :  1779-80,  1826-30  :  Cape  Town  Supply  :  1771  ;  Catchment  Area  :  1220-34  : 
Charges  :  970,  992-93,  1036-45,  1051-61  ;  1172,  1253  ;  Constitution  :  959-69,  971-77,  1723-24  ;  Control : 
1256-60  ;  Cost  of  Staff  :  1262  :  Cost  of  Supply  :  1204-12  :  Distribution  :  1012-16,  1048-50,  1062-69, 
1165-87  ;  Divisional  Council  Matters  :  1015,  ,1854-69,  1947-49;  Finance:  994  1011,  1019-20,  1047, 
1293-98  ;  Harbour  Board  Supply  :  1770  ;  Levying  of  hates  :  1706-16  ;  Maintenance  of  Roads  :  1870-94, 
1946-49;  Maitland  Cemetery  Supply  :  1 0 1 5  ;  Mode  of  Supply  :  1071-82  ;  Municipal  Rela'ions  and  Supply  : 
973-1934:  Number  Supplied  :  1165-81;  Ohlsson’s  Supply  :  982-3,  986-7,  1015,  1076-80;  Oliphants 
Hoek:  1119,  1125,  1140-46,  1149-51,  1212,  1287,  1773,  1842;  Plant:  1021-35,  1820-24 ;  Powers:  1709-38, 
1735-36  :  Purchase  Price  :  978-79,  989-91  ;  Railway  Supply:  1015,  1168-75,  1236  ;  Rights:  978-81  ; 
Servitudes  :  982-88,  994-1003  ;  Sources  of  Supply  and  Gaugings  :  980-85,  1000,  1008-12,  1017-18,  1028, 
1074-80,  1112-18,  1781-94,  1834-35,  1958;  Steenbras  River :  1092-94,1119,  1123-24,  1146,  1212, 

1288- 89,  1836-41  :  Systems:  1247-53;  Twenty-Four  Rivers  :  1156-64  ;  Witte  River:  1147-49,  1152-55, 

1289- 91,1745-50,  1797-1819  ;  Wynberg  Supply :  1771-72,  1923. 

Suburban  Sewage  Disposal  (Newey)  :  4810-11. 

Suburban  Water  Supply  (Cape  Town)  :  13917-19,  13938-45. 

Support  of  Poor  (Smart)  :  12730-64. 

Sydney  Board  of  Works  (Craig)  :  7740-46,  7867-68,  7890-93,  7907-15. 

Sydney  Water  Supply  (Craig)  :  7781-83,  7794-97. 

System  of  Bookkeeping  (Cape  Town)  :  11530-35,  11664-65,  13729-39. 

Table  Bay  Currents  ( Htenan ):  270-284;  (Rigby):  9256-59,  9270-73;  (Sea  Point):  13497-98  ;  ( Woodstock ) 
466«-70,  4734-39. 

Table  Bay  Foreshore  (Cape  Town) :  12139-42;  12)89-90;  (Maitland):  11218-19, 

Table  Bay  Harbour  Board  Water  Supply  (Wynne- Roberts)  :  8644,  8663. 

Table  Bay — Sewage  Discharge  ( Wiener )  :  13086-89.  • 

Table  Mountain  Area  (Cape  Town)  :  12135-38,  12161-66,  12194-12205. 

Table  Mountain— Habitable  Portion  of  Base  of  (Jurisch)  :  105-6,  115-20. 

Table  Mountain  Rainfall  (C.  Stewart):  8544,  8552-53,  8603-06;  (T.  Stewart):  12920,  12924,  12930-31 
12985-86. 

Table  Mountain  Water  Evaporation  (C.  Stewart) :  8611-15. 

Table  Mountain  Water  Source  ( Wynberg )  :  6241-46,  6405-06,  6417-18,  7401-30,  7449-62. 

Table  Mountain  Water  Supply  ( Claremont) :  2513-18;  ( 7'.  Stewart):  12896-12937,  12985-86,  13235,  13026 
(Wynne- Roberts) :  8646,  8681-88,  9101-06. 

Table  Mountain  Water  Supply  Syndicate  (Wiener) :  13124-27,  13156-57. 

Tank  Dribble  System  ( T.  Stewart):  13052,  13176-78,  13186-88  ;  (Working  Men) :  13245,  13296-99. 

Tannery  ( Rondebosch )  :  8806-12. 

Teaman  G.  W.,  see  Mowbray. 

Thorne,  William,  see  Cape  Town. 

Time  to  complete  Water  Scheme  (T Stewart)  :  12993-13003,  13172-75,  13179-80,  13625-30. 

Tolls  (Div.  Co.)  :  3174-76,  3196-3209. 

Tonkin,  Samuel,  tee  Mowbray. 

Town  Hall  (Cape  Town)  :  12047-58.  12091  :  (Mowbray):  1502-3;  1526-40. 

Traction  Engines  (Cape  Town)  :  11762-70,  14164-68. 

Tramway  Control  (Clark)  :  7351-61. 

Tramways  (Beard)  :  10)32;  (Bromley)  :  10582-83  ;  (Capo  Town)  :  11995-12003;  (Claremont)  :  2890-92,  2897-98, 
2900-01;  (Div.  Co.):  3185-87;  (Rondebosch):  8507-28;  (Runciman):  6582-86;  (Smart):  12521; 
(Woodstock)  :  5177-5213,  5222-44;  (Wynne- Roborts) :  9134. 

Tulbagh  Kloof  (Price):  2713-23. 

Twenty  Four  Rivers  ( Bromley )  :  10679-97,  10701-09  ;  (Jurisch)  :  71-80,  89-91,  98,  125-7  ;  (Lome)  :  1156-64  ; 

(T.  Stewart)  :  12970-71,  13204-05;  (Westhofen)  :  8188-95. 

Eitvlugt  Location  (Mait  and)  :  10936. 

Valuation  Court  (Cape  Town) :  14013-17  ;  (MacLean)  :  10169-73;  (Smart)  :  12328-30,  12354-77. 

Valuations  (Beard)  :  10096-10100;  (Cape  Town)  :  11550-54,  11562-11600.  13800-06,  14009-35  ;  (Claremont)  : 
2180-97  ;  (Constantia) :  9687-9701  ;  9711-17,  9808,  9739-67,10371-77,  10415-27,  30454-55  ;  (Liv.  Co.): 
3105-15,  3131-36,  3146-52,  3226-37;  3246  ;  (IJanau)  :  10851  ;  (Hay) :  9938-41  ;  Kalk  Bay  :  9311-45, 
9399-9402;  f  Maitland)  :  10925-29,  11023;  (Mo  tier) :  6909  et-seq.;  (Mowbray):  947-54;  (Rondebotch) 
8286-89,  8822;  (Smart):  12320-27,  12331-63,  12378-83  ;  ( Woods  toe  k)  :  3345-50,  3368-99,  3419-21 
5142-48,  5168-76,  5220,  6245-66;  (Winberg)  :  6152-60,  6175-85,  6192-97,  6201-08. 

Valuators  [Cape  Tonya)  :  11555-61,  11594-11600. 

Van  der  Westhuizen,  H.,  see  Divisional  Council. 

Vehicles,  Licensing  of  (Constantia)  :  9768-83,  9805-7  ;  (Smart)  :  12528-29. 

Ventilating  Shafts  (Sea  Point )  :  13449-72,  13493-94,  13499-13523. 

Vollmer,  Theodore,  see  Wynberg. 

Voters’  Lists  ( Working-Men) :  13253-58,  13292-94. 

Wahl,  R.P.L.,  set  Marine. 
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Walker,  David,  see  Claremont. 

Ward  Representation  (Cape  Totvri) :  11425-43,  13998-14008,  14236-37,  14243-44;  (Smart/:  12671-co. 

(Working  Men):  13259-61,  13275-77  13289-91,  13305-07.  ,  ,  „ 

Wash-houses  (Cape  Town)  :  12024-33  12059-63  ;  (Claremont)  :  2285-86,  2290,  2484-85,  297o-99  ;  (KalkPayi: 
9614-17;  (Maitland):  11276-11304;  (Mowbray):  1484-1501,  1507-25,  1569-74,  1576 ;  (T&fytebosch)  : 
8794-8805,  8822,  8833-35;  (Sea  Point)  :  13535-36,  13552-54;  (Simon's  Town):  7130-32;  (Smart): 
12522-23;  (Woodstock):  5276-81;  (Working  Men)  :  13294-95;  (Wynberg)  :  7587-7601,  7613-11. 

Water  (Bromley)  :  10679-97,  10701-12;  (Cape  'Town):  11601-81,  13769-71,  13779-83,  13822-13908,  13913- 
13950;  13955-73,  14069-75,  14094-98.  14105-08,  14131-59;  (Claremont):  2332-2518,  2574-82:  (Hanau)  : 
10861-64;  (Hay):  9863-73;  (Kalk  Bay)  :  9395-98,  9405-87;  (MailUnd)  :  11043-11111;  (M.whray): 
436-580,  611-93,  902-3,  1561,  1568,  1687-1705;  ( Rondebosch )  :  8300-8405,  8850-51,  9012-15;  (Runcunan)  : 
5354-5427.  5430-73,  5476-5507,  5597-5612,  6796-6810;  ( Sea  Point):  13376-13423;  (Simon’s  Town): 
5939-99,  7031-52,  7213-16,  7251,  7255;  (T.  Stewart):  12896-13052,  13158-13235,  13611-13642  ; 
(Westhofen):  8008-8195;  (Woodstock):  3604-4621,  5047-50,  5060-83;  (Working  Men):  13239-52, 

13273-74,  13296-13302  ;  (Wynberg)  :  6209-6584,  7401-83,  7685-91. 

Water  Amalgamation  ( Beard)  :  10065-71;  (Cape  Town)  :  11659-63,  13858-98,  13933-44;  (MacLtau)  :  10140- 
42,  10224-27;  (Maitland):  11102-07;  (Mowbray):  902-3,  1561,  1568,  1702;  ( Rondebosch ):  8382; 
(Schreiner):  12820-56;  (Simon's  Toivn):  5995-99,7213-16,7251;  (Smart):  12509,  12766-67;  ( Woodstock ): 
4359-63, 4447-47a. 

Water  Analyses  ( Oakhy )  :  10029-30. 

Water  Board,  see  Waterworks. 

Water  Boards  (Cape  Town):  13867-70,  13933-37,  1396S-72,  14105-08;  (Wynne- Roberts)  :  9080-88,  9112-17, 
9119-33. 

-Water  Boring  (Cape  Town)  :  11639  ;  (Oaklev) :  9947-10055;  (Price) :  2612,  2647-55,  2697-99  ;  (Saunders): 

10466-10533  ;  ( Westhofen ) :  8109-11  ;  (Woodstock)  :  4097-4105,  4550-51  ;  (Wynberg)  :  6545-48 
Water  Committee,  see  Waterworks. 

Water  Requirements  in  Docks  ( Heenan )  :  160-3,  187-92. 

Water  Rev.  nue  (Cape  Town):  13769-71,  13779-83,  13832-34,  13846-49  13899-13901,  14072-75. 

Water  Schemes  (Cape  Town):  11623-35,  13825-26,  13835-38.  13955-73,  14069-71,  14109-21,  14131-59 
(Craig):  7^63-65;  (Maitland):  11061-64,  11071-11107;  (Newey)  :  4807-10,4872-95,  4897-98,  4901-18, 
4974-78,  4993-95. 

Water  Schemes  for  Peninsula  (Wynne- Roberts)  :  8759-74,  9037-9136. 

Water  Supply  (Brice),  Annual  Railway  Consumption:  2656;  Boring  for  Water:  2612,  2647-53,  2697-99: 
Cape  Town:  2641-43,  2700-6;  Daily  Railway  Consumption:  2707-12;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  :  2678; 
Scheme  for:  2653,  2667-79,2687:  Sources  of:  2610-28,  2671-78;  Steenbras  River:  2678:  Tulbagh 
Kloof:  2713-23;  Waterworks:  2610-12,2636-42,  2648. 

Water  Supply  of  Camps  Bay  :  (Marini)  ;  l''632-35,  12670-80,  12685-12700. 

Water  Supply  of  Cape  Peninsula  (Craig)  :  7787-88.  7790-94,  7807-11,  7894-97,  7922-25,  7929-37. 

Water  Supply  of  Cape  Town  (Craigi :  7784-85;  (Smart):  12766-67. 

Water  Supply  Souces  (Bromley)  :  10710-12  ;  ( Erskine )  :  10720-64  ;  (Jurtsch)  :  61-133  ;  (Newey)  :  4783-87, 
6002-08,  5018-25;  (Cakley)  :  9977-81,  9994-98,  10017-22,  10025-26,  10538-55;  (Price)  :  2610-28, 
2671-78;  ( Rondebosch ):  8300;  (Saunders):  10488,  10499-500,  10530-32;  (T.  Stewart):  12942-13045; 
13171-75,  13179-85,  13189-13234,  136LI-17  ;  (Westhofen)  :  8085-8101,  8173-95;  (Wynne- Roberts)  : 
9038-42,  9068-79. 

Wateewoeks.—  Louw,  T.  A.  J.,  Chairman  of  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks,  )  „  ,  ,  , 

Rouse,  Heebeet,  Secretary  to  the  Joint  Committee,  )  0  ‘lcll<-e. 

Constitution  of  Company  :  959-62,  17  3-24;  Constitution  and  working  of  old  Water  Board:  963-69; 
Charge  for  water  :  970,992-93,  1036-45,  1051-61,  1172.  1253  ;  Taking  over  by  Municipalities  :  971 -77  : 
Purchase  Price:  978-79,  989-9!  :  Water  rights:  978-81;  Servitudes:  982-88;  Value  of  servitudes: 
994-1003  ;  Capi'al,  how  raised  :  1004-06  ;  Appointment  of  liability  :  1008-11  ;  Distribution  of  water  : 
1012-16,  1048-50,  1062-69,  1  166-87  ;  Yield  of  springs  :  10' 7-18;  Increase  of  liabi  ity  :  1019-20  ;  Nature 
and  cost  of  plant :  1021  -36,  182'  -24  ;  Revenue,  increase  of  :  1047  ;  Water,  h<  w  suppli*  d  :  1071-82  ;  Albion 
Spring :  980,  985,  1028,  1073-74,  1834;  Koi  metje  Spring  :  980.  983,  1000,  1075-80, 1834 ;  Clarement :  973 
978,  1012,  1021,  1063,  1179,  1181  ;  Rondebos.h  :  973  1008,  1012,  1024.  1064-P5,  1121,  H81,  >277,  1836, 
1844;  Mowbray  :  973,  1008,  1012,  1024,  1066,  1092.  1121.  1181,  1277,  1836,  1844;  Woodstock  :  973, 
978,  1012,  1024,  1047,  1 065-57,  1062,  1091,  1095-1H0,  1125-39.  1181,  1238-43,  1263,  1267-70.  1274-76, 
1279-86,  1738-44,  1773-78,  1843,  1897-1901;  Maitland:  1012,  1181-87;  Railway  Department: 

1015,  1168-75,  1236;  Divisional  Counoil  Water  Supply:  1015;  Maitland  Cemetery:  1015; 

Ohlsson’s  supply:  982-83,  986-87,  1015,  1076-80;  Charge  for  meters:  1083-87,  1253;  Monopoly 
of  supply  :  1089-90  ;  Steenbras  River  :  1092-94,  1119,  1123-24,  1146,  1212,  1288-89,  1836-41; 
Dissolution  of  Partnership:  1111,  1741-43;  Augmentation  of  Supply:  1112-20,  1213-19,  1729-34; 
Snake  Stream:  1112,  1790,  1835,  1958;Poplar  Stream:  1112.  1790,  1835,  1955  ;  Fernwood  Estate: 
1112-16,  1790-94,  1835,  1968;  Hiddingh’s  Stream:  1115;  Gauging  of  streams:  1116-18,  1781-96, 
1834-35,  1958  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  :  1119,  1125,  1140-46,  1149-51,  1212,  1287,  1773,  1842;  Cape 
Town  and  Woodstock  relationships  :  1132-39,  1763;  Witte  River:  1147-49,  1152-55,  1289-91, 
1745-50,  1797-1819;  Twenty-Four  Rivers:  1156-64;  Number  of  houses  supplied:  1165-57,  1181; 
Population  supplied  :  1176-81  ;  New  reservoir  ,  1188-1203  :  Cost  of  supply  :  1204-12  ;  Catchment  Area  : 
1220-34  ;  Supply  not  equal  to  den  and  :  1235-37  ;  Dribble,  Meter  and  Zone  Systems  :  1247-53  ;  Company  a 
Commercial  venture:  1246,  1254-55,  1754;  Company  a  Joint  Liability  :  1268-74;  Board  to  control  all 
areas  :  1256-60  ;  Staff,  Costof  :  1262  ;  Unification  Question  :  1265-67,  1281,  18P5-1945  ;  Deficiency  of  Act 
24/98  :  1278-86  ;  Comparison  between  Oliphai  t’s  Hoek  and  Steenbras  Biver  :  1287-89  ;  Credit  and  Loans  : 
1293-98;  Levying  of  Rates :  1706-16;  Powers  of  Company:  1709-28;  Limitation  of  Borrowing 
Power:  1735-36;  Municipal  Water  Accounts:  1751-60;  Assets  of  Water  Committee:  1753-69: 
Harbour  Board  :  1770  ;  Wynberg:  1  771  -72,  1923  ;  Cape  Town  :  1771  ;  Arbitration  Court  evidence  :  1779-80, 
1825-30  ;  Expenditure  on  pipes  and  mains  :  1820-24  ;  Secretary  to  furnish  certain  information  :  1830-35  ; 
Divisional  Council  maintenance  of  loads:  1854-56,  1858-62,  1947-49;  Divisional  Council  valuations: 
1857,  1863  ;  Divisional  Council  taxation  in  Cape  Town  :  1864-68  ;  Divisional  Council  taxation  in  Clare¬ 
mont:  1869;  Roads,  general  question  of  maintenance:  1870-94,  1946-49  ;  Woodstock  drainage  gravita¬ 
tion  :  1901  ;  Wynberg  drainage  gravitation  :  1901-1912:  Wynberg  and  Claremont  relations:  1910-12  ; 
Cape  Town  and  Sea  Point  relations  :  1913  ;  Claremt  nt,  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  relations  :  1931-33  ; 
Claremont,  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  debts  :  1933-34  ;  Altitude  of  habitations  :  1950-58. 

Waterworks  (Hrath)  :  Arbitration  :  2002-27,  2019-20.  2031-32,  2081-2101,2133;  B<  ring  for  Water:  2066-f9  ; 
Charges:  1988;  Finance  :  1965,  1994-2001.2005-9,  2027-28,  2102-4;  Municipal  Relatioc  s  and  Supply : 
1981-84,  1981-93,2032-7.  2019-20,2031-32,  2081-93;  Number  Sup  plied  :  1976-89.  2094.  2108-16,2135-36; 
Ohlsson’s  Pervitude  :  2049  ;  Oliphants  Hoek  :  2018,  2072-73  ;  Palmiet  Biver  :  2076  ;  Quantity  Supplied 
1990-91,  20S6-39,  2057-60,  2105-8  ;  Rightf  :  1966  ;  Servitudes  :  2049:  Sources  of  Pupplv  aDd  augings 
1966-1975  2016-18.2021-56,  2079-80,  2117-2134,  2139-43  ;  Steetbras  River :  2018.2070-71:  Witte 
River:  2074-75  ;  (JTesthofen)  :  7970-82,  8014-15,  8115-25. 

Waterworks  Financial  Transactions  (Mowbray):  374-410;  Woodstock  :  .3631,  38-35-54, 

Waterworks  Municipal  Relations  (Beard) :  10072-83. 
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Waterworks  Relations  {Claremont)  :  2349-63,  2369-79,  2409-99  ;  (Maitland)  :  11044-47,  11085-87  ;  (Mowbray)  ■ 
497-94;  (Bondebnseh)  :  S301-11,  8316-25,  8350,  836G-S6,  8397-S4C5;  ( Woodstock ),:  3505-19,  3606-9, 
3614-15,  3618,  3621-3S,  36S1-S5,  3831-70,  3949,  3958-62,  4000-11,  4093-96,  4209-15,  4345,4353-58, 
4395-96.  4459. 

Waterworks  Relations  with  Woodstock  (Heath)  :  19S1-S4;  (Louw)  :  973-12S6,  1738-44,  1773-78,  1843,  1897- 
1901  ;  (Mowbray)  :  509-4  ;  (Hondebosch)  :  8376,  8403. 

Waterworks  Supply  (Price):  2610-12,  2636-42,  2648. 

A\  eights  and  Measures  ( Ro/idebosch )  :  S836-3S. 

WemmersHoek  (Jnrisch)  :  81-88,  93-97,  109,  124,  132-3. 

Wksthofkn,  William,  M.I.C  E.,  Engineer,  Public  Works  Department :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Divisional  Council.  — 7944-59. 

Board  of  Works,  Constitution  and  Duties  of.  -  7960-70,  7983-90,  7999-8007. 

Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks.-  7970-82,  SOi.4-15,  8115-25. 

Municipal  Amalgamation. — 7991-9S. 

Cape  Peninsula  Water  Supply. — 8008-13,  8040-49. 

Newlands  Reservoir.-  8014-15,  8115-25. 

Wynberg  Service  Reservoir. —  8018-25,  8032,  8104-8108,  8126-39. 

Simon’s  Town  Reservoir.-  8026-31,  8034-36,  8126-39. 

Cape  Peninsula  Rainfall. — 8037-39. 

Table  Mountain  Gauges.  — 8040-45. 

Government  Inspecti  n  of  Municipal  Works. — 8050-53,  8102-8108. 

Municipal  Loans. — 8053-59. 

Municipal  Slop  Removals. — 8060-64. 

Wynberg  Drainage  Scheme. —  8065-75,  8143-46,  8155-58. 

Municipal  Sewage  Disposal.— 8077-84,  8140-54. 

Sources  of  Water  Supply. — 8085-8101,  8173-95. 

Palmiet  River  Water. — 8089-95. 

Water  Boring. — 8109-8111. 

Government  Control  of  Main  Roads. — 8112-14. 

Princess  Vlei. — 8144-46,  8155-58. 

Wynberg  Water  Supply.  — 8159-72. 

Twenty-Four  Rivers. — 8188-95. 

Wheel  Tax  (Bromley):  10623-37  ;  (Constantin) :  9768-83,  9805-07,  9817-20  ;  ( Divisional  Council):  3196-3209 
(Netvey) :  4850-58. 

Wieneb,  Ludwig  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Harbour  Board  Water  Supply — 13067-85,  13090-13103,  13111-23. 

Discharge  of  Sewage  into  fable  Bay. — 13086-89. 

Sanitation  of  Docks. — 13104-05. 

Sanitation  of. Ships . — 13106-10. 

Table  Mountain  Water  Supply  Syndicate. — 13124-27,  13156-57. 

Municipal  Amalgamation. — 13128-41,  13146-51. 

Divisional  Council  Reconstruction. — 13142-45. 

Dock  Road  Control. — 13152-55. 

Wilmot,  Hon.  Alexander,  M.L.C.  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Divisional  Council. — Large  views  regatding:  5632-49,  5651,  5676-78,  5682,  5684,  5690,  5692-95; 
Government  to  take  over  main  roads  :  5633,  5645,  5650,  5652  ;  To  retain  Divisional  roads  :  5647  ; 
Upkeep  of  roads:  5654;  Revenue  how  to  be  derived:  5655-60;  Constitution  of:  5661-62; 
Chairman  of  :  5663-74. 

Witte  River  (Heath):  2074-75;  (Louw):  1147-49 ;  1152-55 ;  1289-91;  1745-50;  1797-1819;  (Mowbray): 
571-73;  (T.  Stewart)  :  12970.  13219-34. 

Woodstock. — Moobe.  William  Edwabd,  Mayor  of  Woodstock  Municipality  :  Reads  of  Evidence. 

Constitution  of  Municipalities:  3299-3301. 

Area.-  Boundaries:  3302-04,3356-58,  3402-03,  3409-10.3427-29;  Government  Waste  Land  :  3305-16  ; 
Municipal  Land  :  3316-20,  3430-37,  3441-45,  3522-23,3529;  Land  Sale  Sinking  Fund:  3315-20; 
Land  luilt  upon  :  3321-23,  3404-05;  Bouse  building:  3324-27,  8380-89;  3406-08  ;  Land  available 
for  sale:  3329;  Urban  character  of:  3359,  3366,  3378-79;  Rivers  and  streams:  3330;  Storm¬ 
water  channels  :  3331-32  ;  Altitude  of  Walmer  :  3333. 

Population.— Congestion  of:  3334-36,  3367-72,  3412-14  ;  Estimate  of:  3336  ;  Increase  of:  3337, 
3340-41  ;  Class  of  :  3338-9,  3351-52,  3373-77. 

Constitution  of  Council. — Number  of  Councillors:  3342-44. 

Finance. — Valuation,  method  of  :  3345-50,  3393-99.  3419-21;  Grant  for  school  purposes  :  3363-55. 
Area. — Woodstock  an  Industrial  centre  :  3365,  3378-79,  3383  ;  Military  portion  :  3390-92  ;  Artisans’ 
dwellings  :  3381-89,  3415-18  ;  Open  spaces  :  3422-27,  3435-37  ;  Division  between  Woodstock  I  and 
II  :  3427. 

Finance. — General  question:  3438-47  ;  Increase  of  Revenue  :  3448-52;  Increase  in  salaries:  3453-62, 
3586-89  ;  Loss  on  Water  Supply  :  3463-66  ;  Causes  of  loss  on  Water  Supply  :  3467-72  ;  Inadequate 
Supervision  :  3473-76  ;  Rectification  of  :  3477-78  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  purchase  :  3479-3504,  3580-81  ; 
Loan  Indebtedness  :  3505-6,  3520-38;  Share  in  Suburban  Waterworks  :  3505-19;  Debentures  on 
Loan:  3536-63,  3682;  Asse's  in  excess  of  Liabilities:  3564-72,  3590-91  ;  Loss  of  Revenue  by 
waste  of  water  :  3573-79  ;  Enquiry  by  Govt.  Official  :  3583-85  ;  Borrowing  powers:  3592-3603; 
Revenue,  what  included  :  3594-98. 

Water.—  Earnest  conditii  m  :  3604-08;  Arrangement  with  Waterworks:  3606-09;  Arbitration  Court 
evidence:  3610-12:  Arbitration,  result  of:  3613;  From  Water  Committee:  3614- 15,  3618  - 
Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme:  3616-17,  3620-22;  3639-40;  Relations  with  W.-.ter  Committee:  3621; 
38;  Cost  of  water  from  Water  Committee  :  3631. 

Beiib,  Geoege  Conbad,  Councillor  of  the  Woodstock  Municipality  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Water.  —Loss  of  Revenue  by  waste  :  3645-78  ;  Formation  of  Water  Committee  :  6681-85  ;  Shortage  of  : 
3686-93,  3949,  4000  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  first  contemplated  :  6694-3704,  3730-33, 

4012-23;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  Negotiations  with  Seller:  3698,  37C6.  3724-29,  3752-55.  3759- 
64;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  Topography  aid  rights:  3706-3723.3734-51,  3809-25.  3963-64, 
3981-92,  4060-62  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  power  to  purchase  :  3756-58  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoik  Scheme, 
payment  for  issue  of  debentures  :  3764-90,  3886-93,  3951-52 ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  Report  of 
Engineer:  3791-3804;  OiiphaDt’s  Hoek  Scheme,  no  interest  paid  on  purchase  money  :  3805-08; 
Oliphant’s  Boek Scheme,  quaniity  of  water  derived  :  3821  3901-08,  3923  ;  Olipbaut’s  Hoek  Scheme, 
quantity  of  wat  r  to  be  s'.ored  :  3826-30,  3909-10,  3i  23-34 ;  Relations  with  Water  Committee: 
3831-34  3855-70,  3968-62,  4001-11,  4093-96;  Joint  Liability  to  Water  Committee:  3*535-54; 
Oiiphant’s  Hoek  f-cbeme,  possible  refusal  of  sanction  by  Governor  :  6872-79,  3891;  Houses  supplied : 
3880,4075;  Olipbant’s  Dock  Scheme,  possible  difficulties:  3882-85;  Steenbras  River  Scheme 
3894-3900,  3954-57.  4006-07,  4041-45,  4065-68,  4083-86,  4093-96;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme, 
Independence  of  Woodstock  :  3911-18,  3945-46  ;  Olipbant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  gaugings :  3919-22, 
4024-26,4034-40,  4070-72;  Probable  consumption  of  water:  3937-43;  Water  Committee  supply 
inadequate  3949,  4000  ;  Oliphant’e  Hoek  compared  with  Steenbras  River  Schema:  3953-54, 
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4041-46,  4065-68;  Oliphant’s  Hoek,  illegality  of  purchase  :  3966-70;  Oliphant’s  Hoek,  ratepayers’ 
consent  to  purchase:  3971-80  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek,  refusal  of  Colonial  Secretary  to  sanction 
purchase:  3993-96;  Olipbant’s  Hoek,  facilities  for  reservoir:  4016-18;  Oliphant’s  Hoek,  surveys 
and  observations  :  4027-33;  Oliphant’s  Hoek,  technical  particulars  :  4046-53;  Water  for  gardens  : 
4058-59;  Oliphant’s  Hoek,  analysis  of  water:  4073-74  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek,  how  fed:  408U-82; 
Olipbant’s  Hoek,  possible  drought:  4087-92;  Boring  for  water :  4097,  4105. 

Menmuir,  Robert  William,  Town  Engineer,  Woodstock  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Water. — Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  visit  to  :  4117  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek,  reportsof  others  :  4118-35,  4201-02, 
4481-85;  Oliphant’s  Hoek,  details  of  visit :  4136-97;  Oliphant’s  Hoek,  gaugings  :  4148,  4155, 
4158-60,  4163,  4167-73,  4185-90  ;  4198-4200,  4237-38,  4272-86,  4333-41,  4479-80  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek, 
estimated  daily  supply:  4203-08,  4216-18,  4239-62,  4364-68,  4491-92;  Relations  with  Water 
Committee:  4209-16,  4395-96,  4459;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  possible  failure  of  supply  :  4219-21; 
Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  dam  storage:  4222-32,  4288-4302,  4312-33,  4448-51,  4461-65; 
Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  riparian  rights  :  4219-34,4287,  4304-11,  4495;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme, 
rights  acquired:  4236-36;  Population,  estimated  increase  of:  4254-55,  4258-60,  4366-67  ; 
Olipbant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  rainfall  observations :  4263-71,4422-23,  4426-42,  4476-78;  Oliphant  s 
Hoek  Scheme,  break  pressure  tanks  :  4342,  4443-46  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  altitude  of  reservoir  : 
4343-44;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  distance  of  reservoir  from  Suburban  Waterworks  Reservoir: 
4347-49  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  relation  of  reservoir  to  Suburban  Waterworks  Reservoir: 
4346,  4353-58;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  capacity  of  reservoir:  4350-51;  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
Scheme,  cost  of  reservoir:  4362;  General  scheme  for:  4359-63,  4447-47a  ;  Shortage  of  water: 
4369-78,  4391-94;  Cost  of  additional  water:  4382-88,  4452-55;  Altitude  of  present  supply: 
4389-91 ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  estmated  cost  of  :  4398-4400 ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme, 
Opponents  to:  4401  -03 ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  catchment  area:  4407-23  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
Scheme,  estimated  revenue  from:  4466-75,  4487-89;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  Burplus  supply  in 
hand  :  4486. 

}  of  the  Woodstock  Municipality  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Water. — uliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  dam  storage:  4503-4,  4636-46,  4607-11,  4621  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
Scheme,  riparian  rights:  4505-34,  4552-76;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  deputation  to  Colonial 
Secretary:  4612-14;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  offer  to  Claremont  to  join:  4546-48  ;  Boring  for 
water:  4550-61;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  cost  to  Mostert :  4549;  Meterological  observations: 
4539-44,  4577-87  ;  Albion  Spring,  affected  by  rainfall :  4641-42,  4685-87  ;  Albion  Spring,  gaugings 
of:  4688-89  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  issue  of  debentures:  4590,  4595-4606;  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
Scheme,  Standard  Bank  guarantee:  4591-93;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  gaugings  of:  4694  ; 
Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  original  plans  :  4612-21. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.— Character  of:  4622-23,  4633-34;  New  Scheme:  4627,  4636-37,  4732-33  ; 
Cost  of  Scheme  :  4628-31,  4681-86,  4747-54  ;  Plans  of  Scheme:  4635  ;  other  Municipalities  share; 
4f  38-45,  4705-22  ;  Details  of :  4649,4694-4704;  Conservancy  of  Table  Bay:  4650-62,  4671-76: 
Sewage  Outfalls  ;  4653-67,  4671-75,  4687-93  ;  Currents  in  Table  Bay:  4668-70,  4734-39;  Sewage, 
disposal  of  :  4676-77  ;  New  Scheme,  Govt,  sanction  for  :  4730-31. 

Sanitation. — Slop  System  :  4742-46  ;  Expenditure  on  :  4746. 

Moore,  William  Edwaed,  Mayor  of  Woodstock  Municipality  ;  Heads  cf  Evidence. 

Water. — Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  Plans  of  :  5047-60 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Plans  of  :  5050,  6053-55  ;  Alternative  proposals  of  Mr.  Olive  ;  5060-52,  6066 
Other  means  of  Sewage  disposal  :  5067-59. 

Water. — Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  Stormwater  and  Riparian  Bights:  6060-70;  Olipbant’s  Hoek 
Scheme,  Parliamentary  Petitions  :  5071-77  ;  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  Powers  under  Public  Health 
Act:  5078-83. 

Streets  and  Roads. — Expenditure  on  :  5085-91,  6099,  6098;  Increase  of  :  5093-95. 

Area. — Municipal  Land  :  5096-98. 

Divisional  Council. — Relations  with:  5101-04;  Resolutions  adopted  at  Ctnference:  61C6-16;  Main¬ 
tenance  and  control  of  roads:  6116-37,  5149-51  ;  Revenue:  6738-41  ;  Valuations:  5142-48, 
5168-76;  Abolition  of  :  5152;  Additional  Powers  :  6153-65;  Mode  ol  Election  :  5166-67. 
Metropolitan  Tramways. — Powers  and  Regulations  :  6177-5213,  6225-37- 
Sanitation. — Disposal  of  Refuse  :  6214;  Land  on  which  deposited  :  5215-17. 

Divisional  Council. — Performance  of  duties  :  5218-19;  Valuations:  5220,  5245-66. 

Metropolitan  Tramways. — Municipal  relations  with:  5222-24,  6240-41;  Divisional  Council,  relations 
with  :  6232,  5238-39  ;  Accidents  :  6242-44. 

Lighting.— Gas  :  5267-69,5274-75,  6291,5806-08;  Electric:  5268-74,  5284-90. 

Wash-houses.  — Proposed  erection  of  :  5276-78;  Public  Washing  :  6279-81. 

Alterati*  ns  of  Boundaries. — Views  concerning  :  5292-5300. 

Amalgamation. — Views  cenceining  :  6301-49,  5792-95,  5811-91  ;  with  Cape  Town  :  5878;  Woodstock 
stands  alone  :  5851,  6856. 

Central  Board  of  Works. — Views  cenceruing  :  5796-5810,  6842,  5892-96. 

Divisional  Council  — Auditing  of  Accounts  :  5896. 

Woodstock,  Area  and  Commonage  of  ( Jurisch )  :  25-26. 

Woodstock  Drainage  Relations  [Cape  Town  :  11711-13,  11924-25. 

Woodstock  Relations  with  Wat-rworks  (Heath):  1981-84:  (toiiw) :  973-1286,  1738-44,  1773-78,  1843, 

1 897- 1 901 ;  [Moubray):  500-4:  i Rondebosch)  :  8376,  8403. 

Woodstock  Sewage  Outfall  (Maitland)  :  11133-5,6. 

Woodstock  Water  Supply  (  Wyn^e- Roberts)  :  8663-66. 

Working  Men — Dixon,  William  Noble,  i  Representatives  of  the  British  Working  Men’s  Association  of 
Jacob,  William,  )  South  Africa  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Water  Supply. — bcarcity  of:  13239-44;  Dribble  System:  13245,  13296-99;  Sea  Water  for  Flushing  : 
13246-47,  13300-02  ;  Storage  of  W,.ter:  13248-52. 

Elections. — Voteis’  Lists:  13253-58;  Aliensno  Vote:  13257-58,  13292-94  ;  Ward  Representation: 

13259-61,  13275-77,  13289-91,  13305-07;  Polling  Regulations:  13262-72,  13285-88,  13303-04. 

Road  Construction  and  Footpaths  :  13273. 

Water  Supply. — Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme  :  13273-74. 

Sanitation. — Reform  needed  :  13275,  13308-10:  Refuse  Removal  :  13277-84,  13309-10;  Wash-houses  and 
Baths  :  13294-95. 

Municipal  Ama'gamati  n  :  13299. 

Willie,  James,  see  Cape  Town. 

Wynbbrq.—  Vollmer,  Theodore,  Councillor  of  the  Wjnberg  Municipality  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 

Area — Recent  Additions  :  6005-15,6053-60;  Actual:  6022. 

Population. — Number:  6017,6040;  Class:  6018-20,6023-26,  6046-48  ;  Where  densest :  6021. 

[G.  21—1902.]  d 
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Const'tution  of  Municipality:  6028-36,  6049-50. 

Aiea  — Aitoratii  n  of  Bi  undaries:  6‘  38-39  ;  Possible  future  additions:  6041-45,  6061-52. 

Finance. —  Expc  nditure  in  excess  ( f  E(  venue  :  6002-64  ;  Explanation  of  :  6065-66,  6074-77  ;  “  Plague  ” 
Expenditure:  6(66-73,  6171-73  ;  As.-ets.r  excess  of  Liabilities :  (  078;  Explanation  of  :  6*>79-83  ; 
Lands  vested  in  Council :  6084-88.  61C1-6  .  Assets  represent  money  paid;  6089  ;  Expenditure  on 
Waterworks :  6090-90,  6112;  Loans,  panioulars  of;  6697-6103,  6122-36;  loans,  Sinking  Fund 
for;  6104-05  6)89-91;  Leans, Low  repayable:  6108-11;  ‘‘  Royal  Visit”  expenses :  6092,  6112-16, 
6174;  Auditing  of  Accounts:  6116-21;  Loans,  general  principles:  6126-36;  Financial  Tear, 
confusion  with  calendar  year  :  6137-61;  Valuations:  6152-60,6176-85,6192-97,  6201-8;  Meters  as 
a  source  of  revenue  :  6165-70,  6624. 

Area — Open  spaces:  6186-88. 

Finance. — Borrowing  powers  :  6198-6204. 

Water.- Supply  per  lead:  6269-11,  6223-32;  General  consnmpticn :  6211-22,  6377-80,  6393-99; 
Regulations  :  6233-34;  6  range  Kloof  supply  :  6237-40,  6272-76,  6283-86,  6291-92,  6407-16,6420, 
6426-27,  6466-83,  6525-84,  7430-43;  Tabh  Mountain  supply  :  6241-46,  6405-06,  6417-18,  7401-30, 
7456-62;  Gaugings  of  water  sources :  6247  49  6415;  Supply  from  all  sources  :  6250-54,  6276-82, 
6287,6477-84,65  0-11.  6538  ;  Sterage  capacity:  6255-66,  6293-94  6417-6515,  6525-33;  Charge 
for:  6267-69,  6524;  Adequacy  cf  supply  :  6270-71,  6497-6502;  Estimate  of  supply:  6287-90; 
E'  ginetr’s  Eeturns  and  Eepi  rt :  6287-89,  6295-6313,  6534-37,  6678  ;  Service  Reservoirs:  6314-60, 
(486-96,  6551-52,  6581;  Sale  of  unused  cement  :  6339-52,  6368-75,  6516-23,  6553-59,  7463-73; 
Pipe  capacity:  63o3-61,  6445-65,  6501-12;  Clartmont  and  Eondebotch  relations:  6362-67; 
Mi  itary,  supply  to:  6381-88  ;  Eailway,  supply  to  :  6389-92. 

Sanitation  — Hospitals  and  Schools  free  :  6399. 

Water — Eairfall  <  beervations  :  646',  663-s-38;  Mode  of  supply  :  6503-9,  6524;  Pumping  and  tunnel- 
lit  g  for  :  6545-48  ;  Supply  to  e  ther  Municipalities  :  6560-76  ;  Vv  aste  Water,  utilization  of :  6562-71. 
Drainage — Stormwater:  6o85-G604. 

Sanitation. — Systems  of  :  6605-20,6704-1  1,  6782-92;  Sewage  disposal:  6622-6795,  7622-39;  Piincess 
Viei  faim  :  6624-57,  6691-6703,  6772-78,  7441-47,  7521,  7588,  7613-14,  7622-37  ;  Engineers’ 
Eeports;  6659-62,  6680-86  ;  Cost  of:  6671.  6719,  6770;  Engineer’s  powers:  6717;  Government 
sanction:  6730-52;  Milii  ary  con  ribution  :  6761-64. 

Water.-  Eary  hist  ry  :  74  1-lz  ;  Table  Mountain,  additional  area:  7449-65;  Drinking  fountains 
7474-77;  Compe  ling  powers :  7478-83. 

Drainage. — So  erne  in  progress  :  7483a-7528.  : 

Streeis  and  Bos  ds.—  Fxperdituie  on  :  75  9;  Relations  wilb  Divisional  Council :  7530;  Ma  infen  a  nee  by 
Divisional  Council:  75.1-34  ;  Conference  between  Delegates  :  7535-40;  Width  of  and  encroachment 
on:  7541  56. 

Lighting — Electric:  7557-86;  Gas:  7571. 

Wash-homes — Washing  airai  gements  :  7587-7601,  7613-14. 

Slaughter-houses. — Condition  :  7602-11. 

Fire  Brigade.— Up  to  date  :  7615. 

Sanitation. — Hospitals:  7616;  Sickness  and  its  causes  :  7617-24. 

Alteration  of  Boundaries. — Views  cot  cerning  :  7640-42. 

Amalgamation  —  Arguments  against :  7643-74,  7684,  7700-01. 

Central  Board  of  Works. — Preference  for  :  7675-83. 

Water. — Act  of  1887,  provisions  of  :  7685-91. 

Finance  — Powers  of  Municipal  Cou>  oils  :  7692-99. 

Divisional  C>  nncil.-  Conference  Eesolutions :  7702;  Views  concerning:  7703-27- 
Wynherg  Drainage  Scheme  (T.  SUwurt)  :  (3693-13700,  13709-10;  13716-27  ;  ( WtUhfoen )  :  8065-75,  8143-4b, 
8155-58. 

Wyr  berg  Hospital  (Smart) :  12733-34. 

Wynberg  •'  ater  Supply  ( Cape  Town)  :  13886-97  ;  (Westh  oen )  :  8159-72. 

Wynherg  Water  Works  (T.  Stewart)  :  12909,  1  915-17. 

Wynne-  Hobeets,  Robeet  Owen,  M.I  C.E.,  H  draulic  Engineer,  Cape  Town  Corporation  :  Heads  of  Evidence. 
Water  (C.  T.). — Storage  capac  ly  :  8631-4^,  8699  ;  Augmentation  of  supply  :  8644-45,  8742-53  ;  Harbour 
Board  :  8644,  8663  ;  Kailway  Departme  t :  8614,  8663  ;  Table  Mountain  as  sufficient  source  : 
8646;  Consumption  per  hea<( :  8652-56,  *730-37  ;  Ch  rge  for  meter  rent:  8658;  Meter  system: 
8659-62;  Charges:  *6C4  71;  Wood  t  i'ck  supply:  8663-66;  Comparat  ive  cost :  8673-76;  Table 
Mountain  collecting  rea :  t-681-88,  9101-6;  Possession  of  information:  8690-98,  8713,  8722; 
Ev  p  ration  loss  :  8  7  1 0  - 1 4  :  Cost  of  reservoirs:  87  5-22,  8754  58  ;  Reservoir  I  akage  :  8723-25; 
Population  supplied:  872o-29  ;  Flow  tbrou.i  mains:  8738-40;  Ad  quacy  of  supply:  8740-49; 
General  scheme  for  Peninsula  :  8759-74,9037-9(36  :  Sources  of  Supply  :  9o38-42,  9068-79. 

Collection  of  Rainfall  data.  —  9J43-67. 

Water  Boards. — 9080-88,  9119-  7,  9119-33. 

Cape  Town  Council  as  General  Distributor.— 9091-9100.  9118,  9123-28. 

Personal  Assistance. — 9107-11. 

Metropolitan  Tramways. —  9134. 


MINUTES  OE  EVIDENCE. 


CAPE  PENINSULA  COMMISSION. 


MONDAY,  24th  March,  1902. 
Present  : 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman). 


Mr.  J.  E.  R.  HE  VlLLIERS, 
Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 


Mr.  Lawrence. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 


Captain  Carl  Heinrich  Leopold  Max-  Jurisch  examined. 

1.  Chairman.']  Your  name,  please  ? — My  name  is  Carl  Heinrich  Leopold  Max 
J  urisch. 

2.  You  are  acting  Surveyor- General  ? — Yes,  I  am  acting  Surveyor-General  now. 

3.  Do  you  know  the  object  for  which  this  Commission  has  been  appointed,  Captain 
Jurisch  ? — Yes. 

4.  We  should  like  to  get  from  you  some  little  information  as  to  the  area  and 
boundaries  of  various  parts  of  the  Cape  Peninsula.  You  prepared  this  plan  produced  ? 
—Yes. 

5.  Now  will  you  tell  the  Commission  whether  what  is  generally  known  as  the 
Cape  Peninsula  is  the  same  as  the  Cape  Division,  or  whether  there  is  a  difference 
between  the  two  ? — Well,  the  Cape  Peninsula,  I  take  it,  is  everything  to  the  south¬ 
west  of  the  Municipalities,  because  the  other  parts  are  called  the  Cape  Flats. 

6.  The  Cape  Flats  are  embraced  in  the  limits  of  the  “  Cape  Division  ”  ? — Yes. 

7.  So  that  the  Cape  Peninsula  is  only  a  part  of  the  Cape  Division  ? — Yes. 

8.  Have  you  the  area  of  what  is  generally  known  as  the  Cape  Peninsula  and  also 
of  the  Cape  Division  ? — Of  the  Cape  Peninsula  ? 

9.  Yes  ? — No,  I  can  get  that. 

10.  And  also  that  of  the  Cape  Division  ? — Yes ;  do  you  want  it  in  morgen  or  in 
square  miles  ? 

11.  In  morgen. — It  is  200,226  morgen  or  662  square  miles.  These  figures 
include  Robben  Island.  The  map  produced  shows  the  boundaries  of  the  different 
Municipalities,  and  was  prepared  by  me.  I  also  prepared  the  following  return  which 
indicates  Die  various  field-cometcies  and  their  extent  : 
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200,226  morgen  =  Cape  Div. 
or  662  sq.  miles  =  do.  do. 


12.  Now,  the  area  of  Cape  Town,  can  you  tell  us  what  that  is  ? — The  Municipality 
of  Cape  Town  comprises  2,896  morgen. 

13.  Is  there  in  Cape  Town  what  is  usually  called  pasture  land  or  commonage  ?— 
Yes,  that  would  be  partly  Table  Mountain  and  the  slopes  to  the  West. 

14.  And  this  is  included  in  the  area  which  you  have  just  given  ? — Yes,  everything 
is  included  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Municipality. 

15.  Then  the  whole  of  that  is  scarcely  a  habitable  area  ? — No. 

16.  You  will  not  be  able  just  now  to  fell  us  the  extent  which  is  built  upon,  or 
that  is  alienated  ? — Can  you  say  how  much  is  alienated  to  private  owners  ? — Yes,  but 
I  would  require  time  for  that. 

17.  But  there  would  be  a  good  deal  of  land  which  is  not  included  in  what  would 
be  called  the  Municipality  proper  ? — Oh  no,  everything  is  included  in  the  Municipality. 
A  certain  area  is  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Town  Council,  and  out  of  that 
area  there  are  a  large  number  of  holdings  which  have  been  alienated  to  private 
owners  ;  but  of  course  the  whole  of  the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town  is  so  to  say  private 
property,  because  the  land  is  vested  in  the  Municipality  by  the  Act. 

18.  But  it  is  not  all  alienated  to  private  owners? — No. 

19.  But  you  cannot  give  us  the  extent  of  the  alienated  land  as  compared  with  the 
other  ? — No. 

20.  Are  the  boundaries  of  the  two  fixed ;  that  is  to  say,  is  the  extent  of  land 
which  is  alienable  separate  from  the  land  which  is  commonage  ?  Are  these 
boundaries  fixed  by  Government  Notice,  or  are  they  variable  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations  of  the  Municipality  ? — Everything  in  the  Municipality  is  alienable. 

21.  Now  about  Sea  Point  and  Green  Point,  have  you  the  area  of  that? — Yes, 
Green  Point  and  Sea  Point  are  619  morgen. 

22.  Is  there  any  commonage  attached  to  that  ? — Yes. 

23.  Could  you  say  how  much  is  alienated  ? — No. 

24.  Could  we  get  these  figures  from  you  later  on  ? — I  doubt  it,  because  the  Town 
Council  may  have  alienated  some  that  I  am  not  aware  of.  You  had  better  refer  to  the 
Council  for  that. 

25.  Have  you  the  area  of  Woodstock  ?  -760  morgen. 

26.  Is  there  commonage  to  Woodstook  as  well  ? — Yes. 

27.  And  Mowbray  ? — Yes,  they  are  all  marked  on  the  map.  Mowbray  has  740 
morgen,  including  commonage.  Rondebosch  has  1,034  with  commonage.  Claremont 
has  1,600  morgen.  Wynberg  has  1,688  morgen.  Kalk  Bay  has  4,240  morgen. 
Simonstown  has  1,483  morgen,  and  Maitland  has  928  morgen.  Then  another 
Municipality — Durbanville — which  has  lately  been  proclaimed,  has  1,050  morgen.  I 
may  say  there  are  no  Village  Management  Boards  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  ;  they  are  all 
Munieipalites.  There  are,  however,  little  villages,  or  rather  little  places  as,  for 
instance,  llout  Bay,  which  has  been  placed  under  Part  I.  of  the  Police  Offences  Act. 
Then  there  is  Philadelphia  which  has  nothing.  Another  small  place  called  Belville 
which  is  near  Durbanville,  but  there  is  no  record  of  any  Village  Management  Board 
being  in  existence  at  either  of  these  places. 

28.  Anything  about  Camp’s  Bay  ? — No,  that  is  hardly  a  village  yet,  though  it 
will  be  soon. 

29.  Now,  can  you  tell  the  Commission  whether  there  is  any  procedure  by  which 
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private  ownership  of  land  is  brought  within  the  control  of  the  municipality  ?  What  I  ^aptiui^  ^  ^ 
mean  is  this  :  supposing  land  has  been  alienated  which  is  situated  just  on  the  boundary  '  ‘  "1_  ' 
of  one  of  these  municipalities,  and  not  subject  to  the  municipal  regulations  at  the  24th  March,  1002. 
time  ? — The  moment  that  it  is  brought  within  the  limits  of  the  municipality  it  becomes 
subject  to  the  regulations. 

30.  How  is  it  taken  over  then  ? — By  the  proclamation. 

31.  There  has  been  a  lot  of  land  sold  lately  which  is  cut  up  into  small 
allotments  ? — Yes. 

32.  Has  it  is  not  gone  through  your  office  yet  ? — No ;  only  as  far  as  diagrams  are 
concerned,  they  are  examined  in  my  office  for  the  purposes  of  transfer. 

33.  Has  there  been  a  great  increase  within  the  last  six  months  in  that  respect  ? — 

Yes ;  It  has  so  far  been  a  record  year  for  the  Deeds  Office.  This  question  really 
belongs  more  to  that  Department. 

34.  In  what  part  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  has  that  taken  place  mostly  ? — I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  just  now,  but  I  think  everywhere — Flats  and  all  over. 

35.  But  no  land  which  would  be  called  commonage  belonging  to  any  of  these 
municipalities  is  alienated  in  that  way  as  far  as  you  know  ? — Not  to  any  great 
extent ;  I  would  only  know  in  so  far  as  these  applications  are  referred  to  my  office 
for  report. 

36.  Can  you  tell  us  if  the  various  municipalities  have  any  authority  to  alienate 
any  part  of  their  common  pasturage  land  to  private  owners  ? — Well,  they  cannot 
alienate  of  course  unless  they  have  the  title  themselves.  Cape  Town  Municipality  has 
the  power  to  alienate,  but  this  they  cannot,  however,  do  without  the  consent  of  the 
Governor. 

37.  Does  that  apply  to  all  the  municipalities  ? — No  ;  Woodstock  has  that  privilege 
in  so  far  as  the  first  proclamation  is  concerned  ;  but  afterwards  the  boundaries  of  the 
Woodstock  Municipality  were  extended,  and  the  condition  was  that  the  extended 
municipality  have  not  the  right  to  alienate  because  that  land  is  not  vested  in  them  by 
the  Aot.  Up  to  a  certain  extent  they  can  alienate  within  the  limits  of  the  old 
municipality. 

38.  But  the}'  must  first  get  title  ? — If  they  have  title  they  only  require  the 
consent  of  the  Governor. 

39.  Is  Woodstock  the  only  other  municipality  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  which  is  in 
that  position  ? — No,  Kalk  Bay  is  in  a  similar  situation,  and  I  am  not  certain  whether 
Wynberg  is  not  the  same,  but  I  will  ascerfaiu  and  let  you  know  later  on. 

40.  Dr.  Anderson.  ]  There  is  a  certain  part  of  the  Capo  Peninsula  which  comes 
under  the  municipalities,  and  the  part  outside  that  is  governed  by  the  Divisional 
Council  ? — The  whole  division  outside  the  municipality  comes  under  the  Divisional 
Council. 

41.  Then  the  boundaries  you  gave  are  those  of  the  Cape  Division? — The 
boundaries  are  defined  by  proclamation.  It  is  not  the  whole  Cape  Division  which  is 
given  on  the  map  produced  here,  I  think. 

42.  Mr.  Stewart .]  Do  I  understand  then  that  there  is  no  hard  and  fast  boundary 
for  the  Eariern  side  of  the  Cape  Peninsula,  dividing  it  ? — No  ;  the  Cape  Peninsula  is 
the  locality  which  is  only  known,  so  to  say,  locally,  but  I  do  not  think  the  boundary  is 
defined  anywhere. 

43.  Then  can  we  take  it  roughly  that  this  forms  the  Eastern  boundary  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  municipalities — a  line  from  Wynberg  to  Zeekoe  Vlei  ? — Yes.  Cape  Peninsula  is 
a  vague  name. 

44.  Well,  roughly  for  our  purposes  we  may  take  it  that  the  Eastern  boundaries  of 
the  various  municipalities  maybe  considered  as  the  boundary  of  the  Peninsula  ? — Yes. 

45.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  of  the  area  between  the  Eastern  boundary  of  which 
I  have  just  spoken,  and  the  foot  of  the  slopes  of  the  mountain  from  Muizenberg  to 
Cape  Town,  which  would  be  suitable  for  building  purposes? — Well,  I  could  calculate 
roughly. 

46.  Who  lays  down  the  boundaries  of  the  municipalities  in  the  first  instance  ? — 

Well,  the-local  bodies  make  an  application  to  the  Government  to  have  it  proclaimed  a 
municipality  and  then  the  boundaries  which  they  propose  are  investigated,  and  evidence 
is  taken  to  see  whether  it  is  a  fair  and  reasonable  proposal,  and  then  the  boundaries 
are  proclaimed,  the  Government  formulating  the  proclamation. 

47.  Is  it  the  Government  who  investigates  the  rights  and  wrong?  of  a  proposed 
boundary  ?  I  mean  when  there  is  any  question  about  it  ? — Yes. 

48.  Then  in  oase  of  a  dispute  between  two  municipalities,  I  understand  the 
Government  steps  in  ? — Yes,  we  have  had  such  an  instance  at  Maitland.  There  was 
some  opposition  to  the  prow  -^d  boundaries,  and  a  Commission  was  appointed.  That 
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Commission  investigated  the  pros  and  cons,  and  made  a  recommendation  to  the 
Government. 

49.  Did  that  Commission  consist  of  local  men  appointed  by  the  Government  ? — Yes. 

50.  Then  the  practical  decision  rests  with  the  Government  ? — Yes,  the  Commission 
reported  to  the  Government. 

51.  Have  the  existing  boundaries  of  the  municipalities  been  laid  down  according 
to  any  fixed  principles,  such  as  are  connected  with  the  shape  of  the  boundary  and  its 
suitability  for  water  supply  and  drainage? — Yes,  that  is  considered  when  the 
proposition  for  these  boundaries  is  made. 

52.  Who  considers  and  advises  that  ? — The  Commission,  if  it  is  found  necessary 
to  have  one  appointed,  which  is  usually  done  when  the  question  is  not  so  clear,  and 
beyond  doubt  that  it  could  be  settled  at  once  by  proclamation.  In  case  a  commission 
is  appointed  they  consider  all  the  pros  and  cons,  taking  into  consideration  at  the  same 
time  the  questions  of  water  supply,  drainage,  &c. 

53.  In  some  of  the  municipalities  the  centre  of  the  street  is  taken  as  the  boundary 
between  them  ;  can  you  give  us  any  special  reason  for  taking  the  centre  of  the  street  ? 
— No,  I  oould  not. 

54.  I  will  illustrate  my  reason  for  mentioning  this  by  taking  the  case  of  the 
Wynberg  and  Claremont  municipalities.  Claremont  is  on  the  one  side  of  the  street, 
and  Wynberg  on  the  other.  Each  municipality  wants  a  drain  ? — It  may  be  that  they 
want  the  middle  of  the  road,  so  as  to  give  each  one  the  right  to  lay  pipes  down,  but  I 
cannot  give  the  reason  for  certain. 

55.  But  you  see  this  division  would  result  in  a  double  expenditure  ? — I  am  not 
prepared  to  answer  that. 

56.  Can  you  give  me  the  length  of  the  boundary  of  Woodstook  Municipality, 
which  coincides  with  the  boundaries  of  the  municipality  of  Cape  Town? — Yes,  that 
can  be  done,  but  I  have  not  got  the  figures  here  now. 

57.  Can  you  supply  us  with  similar  information  for  the  other  municipalities  ? — 
Yes,  but  that  can  only  be  approximately  given. 

58.  Information  such  as  the  length  of  the  boundaries  of  one  municipality, 
coinciding  with  the  other  municipality,  compared  with  the  total  length  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  municipality  ? — Yes,  I  can  give  you  that. 

59.  Chairman.']  Are  there  any  other  areas  under  the  Villages  Management  Act  in 
the  Cape  Division? — No,  the  last  two — Durbanville  and  Maitland — have  been  disposed 
of  by  constituting  them  municipalities. 

60.  No  others  besides,  from  whom  applications  have  come  ? — No. 

61.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  area  through  which  the  Steenbras  River 
runs  ? — I  have  been  there  myself. 

62.  Is  that  Crown  land  ? — No,  it  is  mostly  private  property. 

63.  But  does  the  river  through  the  whole  of  its  course  run  through  private 
property  ? — I  will  have  to  consult  my  plans  in  order  to  answer  that. 

64.  The  pink  on  the  map  indicates  Crown  land,  does  it  not? — Yes,  the  plan 
explains  the  case. 

65.  At  any  rate,  as  far  as  you  are  aware,  the  Steenbras  River  runs  entirely  through 
alienated  land,  and  not  through  Crown  laud  at  all  ? — The  map  indicates  some  Crown 
land  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  land  through  which  the 
river  flows  is  private  property. 

66.  Now,  that  part  of  the  country  known  as  Oliphant’s  lloek;  are  you  personally 
acquainted  with  that,  and  is  there  any  Crown  land  there?— I  am  not  personally 
acquainted  with  it,  but  there  is  Crown  land  on  the  mountains. 

67.  Does  the  name  Oliphant’s  Hoek  appear  on  the  map,  or  is  it  perhaps  indicated 
there  by  any  other  name?— It  is  generally  known  by  the  name  of  French  Hoek,  and 
the  river  by  the  name  of  French  Hoek  River ;  it  is  also  known  by  that  of  Berg  River. 

68.  We  take  it  that  those  are  merely  other  names  for  that  of  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
River  ? — No,  there  is  no  river  called  Oliphant’s  Hoek  River.  The  river  is  called  the 
French  Hoek  River,  and  more  to  the  west  it  is  phrased  the  Berg  River. 

69.  What  is  the  name  of  the  river  that  has  been  spoken  of  as  a  possible  source  of 
a  water  supply  for  some  of  the  municipalities  ? — That  is  the  Berg  River. 

70.  And  it  runs  principally  through  private  pi’operty  ? — No,  the  Berg  River  is 
more  on  Crown  land  ;  it  passes  two  private  farms  in  the  mountains  and  then  flows  on 
until  it  meets  the  French  Hoek  River;  then  the  river  runs  through  a  strip  of  Crown 
land. 

71.  Do  you  know  the  tract  of  country  through  which  the  Twenty-four  Rivers 
runs? — I  have  some  knowledge.  The  course  is  indicated  on  the  map.  I  may  add  that 
with  regard  to  the  supply  of  water  from  the  Berg  River,  I  think  by  far  the  best  supply 
would  be  from  Wemmer’s  Hoek.  That  spring — a  tributary  of  the  Berg  River  — has 
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au  abundant  supply  of  beautiful  clear  water,  and  yields,  I  should  say,  millions  of  Captain 
gallons.  It  is  on  private  property  at  Wemmer’s  Hoek,  and  I  know  the  locality  well  c-H-L^_Ju,t,eh 
personally.  I  also  consider  that  the  expropriation  of  riparian  rights  there  would  not  24th  March, 1902. 
meet  with  so  much  difficulty  as  would  have  to  be  faced  at  French  Hoek,  as  at  that 
place  there  are  a  great  many  holdings  which  are  dependent  upm  the  water. 

72.  Those  springs  find  their  way  eventually  into  the  Berg  River  ? — Yes,  there  is 
the  one  spring,  I  speak  of  especially,  which  has  never  been  known  to  fail  or  to  get 
weaker  in  any  way.  It  is  of  a  uniform  strength,  always  the  same  and  has  an 
abundance  of  beautiful  clear  water.  That  is  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek. 

73.  Do  you  know  of  any  measurements  which  have  been  taken  ? — No,  but  I 
consider  the  stream  would  fill  a  pipe  about  one  foot  in  diameter. 

74.  Do  you  know  the  altitude  of  the  land  there? — It  is  considerably  high,  but  I 
don’t  know  the  exact  height. 

75.  It  is  not  indicated  on  the  map  ? — No,  but  it  would  certainly  gravitate  to  Cape 

Town. 

76.  Now  with  regard  to  the  country  through  which  the  Twenty-four  Rivers 
passes  ? — It  is  a  tributary  of  the  Berg  River. 

77.  Where  does  it  take  its  rise  ? — In  the  Langeberg  Mountains. 

78.  The  source  of  the  rivers  are  not  indicated? — No;  it  is  in  the  Wiuterhoek 
Mountains,  in  the  Langeberg  range. 

79.  In  what  Division  ? — In  the  Division  of  Tulbagh. 

80.  Now  is  there  any  Crown  land  in  that  neighbourhood  ? — Yes,  there  is  Crown 
land  in  the  Wiuterhoek  Mountain,  but  down  the  valley  it  is  all  private  property. 

81.  Dr.  Anderson.]  Where  about  is  Wemmer’s  Hoek  ? — The  Wemmer’s  Hoek 
valley  lies  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  River.  It  runs  dead,  you 
cannot  proceed  through  it,  aud  is  virtually  a  cul-de-sac. 

82.  What  distance  is  it  from  here  ? — It  is  close  to  the  Paarl. 

83.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  Is  that  Wemmer’s  Hoek? — Yes. 

84.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Where  does  the  water  of  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  go  to? — It  falls 
into  the  Berg  River. 

85.  And  what  is  the  distance  from  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  to  the  sea  along  the  Berg 
River  ? — I  could  hardly  say. 

86.  I  suppose  there  are  farms  down  the  valley  of  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek,  and  they 
take  their  water  from  the  Berg  River? — No,  the  farmers  in  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  of 
course  take  their  water  in  that  locality. 

87.  They  take  out  water  along  the  course  of  that  river? — Yes,  but  there  are 
numerous  tributaries. 

88.  And  have  they  riparian  rights  ? — Yes. 

89.  Where  does  the  water  from  Twenty-four  Rivers  go  to? — That  also  falls  into 
the  Berg  River,  but  much  lower  down. 

90.  Are  there  farms  along  that  river  ? — Yes. 

91.  And  the  owners  have  riparian  lights  ? — Yes. 

92.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  The  Steenbras  River  is  in  the  division  of  Caledon  to  the  East 
of  Sir  Lowry’s  Russ,  just  over  the  Nek? — Yes;  the  river  has  its  course  behind  the 
mountain  and  runs  parallel  with  it  to  the  sea. 

93.  Mr.  De  Villiers.]  You  would  impound  this  water  at  Wemmer’s  Hoek,  before 
it  falls  into  the  Berg  River? — Yes;  there  are  great  facilities  for  building  a  reservoir. 

94.  Is  very  much  of  the  water  from  Wemmer’s  Hoek  used  for  irrigation  ? — No  ; 

I  do  not  think  so. 

95.  But  do  not  all  the  owners  use  it  ? — Yes ;  but  all  the  owners  have  au 
abundance  of  water. 

96.  If  all  the  water  were  impounded  would  not  the  farms  go  to  ruin  altogether? 

— You  need  not  of  necessity  impound  all  the  water,  there  are  several  tributaries. 

97.  But  the  other  scheme — the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  one — is  not  the  fame  as  the  Berg 
River  Scheme? — Yes,  it  is  all  the  same;  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  or  the  Wemmer’s  llcek  ; 
it  is  all  the  same  scheme. 

98.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  What  I  want  to  get  clear  is  this  :  the  Twenty-four  Rivers  is 
much  lower  down  the  Berg  River  than  the  <  diphaut’s  Hoek.  The  one  is  in  the 
Tulbagh  Division  and  the  other  in  the  Paarl  Division.  The  distance  to  Twenty-four 
Rivers  would  be  much  greater  than  to  Oliphant’s  Hoek  ? — Yes,  very  much. 
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HIJ RSI) AY,  10th  APRIL,  1902. 

Present  : 


Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 
Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson 
Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 


Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers. 
Mr.  T.  N.  Dyer. 


Captain  Carl  Heinrich  Leopold  Max  Jurisch  further  examined. 


'  II  ^9.  Chairman .]  Can  you  tell  us  now  the  answer  to  the  question  put  to  you  when 

you  were  before  the  Commission  on  the  last  occasion,  as  to  the  proportionate  areas  of 
loth  April,  1902.  the  Cape  Peninsula  and  the  Cape  Division  as  they  were  then  defined  ? — The  area  of  the 
Cape  Peninsula  (of  course  it  can  only  be  given  roughly)  is  56,576  morgen ;  that  is 
taking  the  boundaries  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  roughly  as  the  Eastern  boundary  of  the 
municipalities. 

100.  Now  with  reference  to  question  No.  12,  put  to  you  on  the  same  occasion, 
when  the  area  of  Cape  Town  Municipality  was  given  as  2,896  morgen  ;  can  you  tell  us 
how  much  of  this  area  has  been  built  upon  ? — I  will  give  the  area  which  is  in  private 
hands  or  occupied  by  private  owners,  for  it  is  not  all  built  upon,  as  gardens  are  in  most 
cases  attached  to  the  houses,  but  the  area  appropriated  for  building  purposes  is  1,046 
morgen. 

101.  At  the  present  time  ? — Yes,  at  the  present  time  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  and 

1.850  morgen  is  still  open  municipal  land. 

102.  I  notice  here  upon  a  plan  drawn  by  Mr.  Dunscombe  that  in  1891  he  gives 
the  area  built  upon  as  682  acres,  and  the  area  capable  of  being  built  upon  as  1,100 
acres,  making  in  all  1,782  acres  P — Naturally  the  Town  has  increased  since. 

103.  You  say  the  area  built  upon  is  1,046  morgen  P — Yes. 

104.  So  that  the  difference  between  the  two  would  show  the  extent  to  which  the 
Town  has  grown  in  the  interval  ? — Yes,  that  is  assuming  that  Mr.  Dunscombe  was 
right. 

105.  With  regard  to  question  No.  45,  put  to  you  on  the  previous  occasion,  can 
you  give  us  any  idea  of  the  area  between  the  eastern  boundary  of  which  I  have  just 
spoken,  and  the  foot  of  the  slopes  of  the  mountain  from  Muizenberg  to  Cape  Town, 
which  would  be  suitable  for  building  purposes? — The  area  is  6,776  morgen,  but  this  is 
only  very  roughly  computed,  beoause  the  “  foot  of  the  mountain  ”  is  a  very  ill-defined 
term. 

106.  That  is  capable  of  being  built  upon? — Yes  ;  I  wish  to  add  that  last  time  I 
was  here  I  was  not  quite  certain  whether  waste  land  within  the  Municipality  of 
Wynberg  is  vested  in  the  Municipality,  and  I  am  now  in  a  position  to  say  that  it  is  so 
vested  under  Act  No.  34  of  1887. 

107.  There  is  another  question,  put  to  you  I  think  by  Mr.  Stewart,  as  to  the 
length  of  the  boundaries  ? — Yes. 

108.  We  want  the  boundary  of  Woodstock  coinciding  with  that  of  Cape  Town  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  530  roods. 

109.  And  similar  information  with  regard  to  the  oilier  municipalities  P — 1  am 
prepared  to  give  that :  Woodstock  and  Maitland,  930  roods  ;  Woodstock  and  Mowbray, 
550  roods;  Mowbray  and  Maitland,  150  roods;  Mowbray  and  Rondebosch,  1,100 
roods;  Rondebosch  and  Claremont,  1,650  roods;  Claremont  and  Wynberg,  1,250 
roods  ;  and  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point  on  the  one  side  and  Cape  Town  on  the  other, 
2,000  roods.  Then  with  regard  to  the  further  information  required  by  Mr.  Stewart  as 
to  the  ratio  the  common  parts  of  the  boundaries  bear  to  the  perimeter  of  each  Munici¬ 
pality,  lean  supply  the  length  of  the  peiimeters  of  the  following  Municipalities:  Green 
Point  and  Sea  Point,  3,100  roods;  Cape  Town,  7,800  roods;  Woodstock,  2,850  roods: 
Maitland,  3,700  roods  ;  Mowbray,  3,200  roods  :  Rondebosch,  4,150  roods  ;  Claremont, 
5,350  roods;  Wynberg,  5,300  roods;  Kalk  Bay,  10,700  roods;  and  Simonstown, 

7.850  roods.  For  the  information  of  the  Commission  I  may  say  that  a  rood  is  equal 
to  12  Cape  feet,  or  to  J2-396  English  feet.  If  you  will  permit  me,  I  wish  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Commission  to  this  tracing,  which  I  had  prepared  for  its  use.  From 
this  it  appears  that  the  Wemmer’s  Hook  River’s  source  got  s  beyond  the  closing  up 
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of  the  mountain ;  this  is  not  correct.  These  mountains  are  very  rugged,  and  have 
never  been  surveyed ;  but  I  know  from  personal  inspection  that  the  valley  is  closed 
at  its  Tipper  end  by  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  Mountains,  and  the  water  comes  from  inside 
that  valley.  The  spring  I  spoke  of  in  my  first  evidence  is  not  given  on  the  diagram, 
or  on  the  plans  in  my  office,  but  I  gave  the  information  from  memory. 

110.  Mr.  Gurney.]  You  said  that  the  area  of  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  was 
2,896  morgen,  of  which  1,046  had  been  built  over  ? — Yes. 

111.  But  the  remaining  1,850  morgen  is  not  all  available  for  building  purposes? 
— No ;  it  would  not  be  all  available  because  the  area  extends  to  the  sky-line  on  Table 
Mountain. 

112.  What  proportion  of  the  1,850  morgen  is  not  available? — It  all  depends  upon 
the  extent  of  expense  to  which  a  man  is  prepared  to  go  to  build  a  house,  because  he 
oan  build  a  house  almost  anywhere  if  he  chooses  to  go  to  the  expense  connected  with 
it. 

113.  But  a  large  proportion,  I  take  it,  of  the  1,850  morgen  is  outside  of  the 
mountain  ? — Yes,  it  includes  Lion’s  Hill ;  a  good  proportion  of  that  would  be  available 
for  building  purposes. 

114.  One-third,  do  you  think  ? — I  am  not  able  to  give  the  proportion. 

115.  Mr.  Stewart.']  You  mentioned,  Captain  Jurisch,  that  owing  to  the  “  foot  of 
the  mountain  ”  being  rather  an  indefinite  term,  it  is  difficult  to  give  the  exact  area 
between  Cape  Town  and  Muizenberg  ;  can  you  give  us  any  idea  of  the  height  of  the 
foot  of  the  mountain,  as  referred  to  by  you,  above  the  sea  level  ?  Is  it  300  feet  ? — No,  I 
oould  not. 

116.  But  there  are  few  houses,  except  in  Cape  Town,  above  300  feet  ? — Yes,  a  good 
many ;  many  years  ago  I  determined  the  height  of  a  house  in,  or  near,  Prince  Street, 
and  that  was  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet  above  sea  level. 

117.  Except  in  Cape  Town,  I  say  ? — Yes,  if  you  except  Cape  Town,  there  would 
be  few,  but  in  Cape  Town  there  must  be  a  good  many  buildings  higher  than  that  above 
sea  level. 

118.  As  a  matter  of  fact  that  is  proved  by  the  height  of  the  reservoir  supplying 
them  with  water  ? — Yes. 

119.  Do  you  think  the  Municipalities  will  be  in  a  position  to  give  us  the  proportion 
of  their  property  built  on,  and  the  land  which  may  be  built  on  hereafter  ? — Well,  that 
is  a  matter  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Town  Council. 

120.  I  merely  ask  you  whether  you  happen  to  know  whether  they  have  the 
necessary  data  to  supply  such  information  to  the  Commission  ? — No,  but  I  think  they 
should  have  that  information  and  could  give  it  without  much  difficulty. 

121.  Chair  wan.]  Is  there  within  your  cognizance  any  river,  or  stream,  or  source 
of  water  within  say  one  hundred  miles  of  Cape  Town  that  we  have  not  yet  mentioned  ? 
—I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  any  considerable  sources  of  water  supply,  besides 
those  already  mentioned. 

122.  We  had  it  pointed  out,  or  rather  we  discussed  with  you  three  sources  :  the 
Steenbras  River,  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  River  and  the  Twenty-four  Rivers;  now  can  you 
mention  any  other  river  or  stream  within  a  hundred  miles  of  Cape  Town  which  might 
be  a  source  of  water  for  the  Municipalities  ? — I  cannot  think  of  any  that  would  be 
available. 

123.  As  far  as  you  know,  at  any  rate,  there  is  none  ?—  No. 

124.  Dr.  Gregory.]  With  regard  to  all  the  rivers  you  have  mentioned  in  your 
evidence,  the  main  source  of  each  of  them  is  on  Crown  land,  is  it  not  ? — Th§  Wemmer’s 
Hoek  is  certainly  on  Crown  land ;  the  Steenbras  River  appears  to  rise  on  private 
property. 

125.  Chairman.]  That  is  what  you  said  the  other  day,  that  the  only  portion  of 
Crown  land  near  the  Steenbras  River  was  at  its  mouth?— Yes;  and  the  Steenbras 
River  passes  through  a  piece  of  private  property  which  is  here  marked  “  forest.”  The 
Twenty-four  Rivers  rise  in  the  Winter  Hoek  mountains,  I  believe. 

126.  Is  the  source  of  that  river  not  shown  on  the  map  produced  ? — No,  it  is  not. 

127.  Can  you  supply  the  Commission  with  a  map  on  which  the  source  is  shown 
more  fully  than  on  this  one  ? — Yes,  I  can  do  that. 

128.  Mr.  Stewart.]  May  I  ask  you  what  you  mean  exactly  by  source  ? — Well,  the 
source  is  where  the  main  river  rises  ;  of  course  there  are  tributaries  immediately  after 
the  rise  of  the  river ;  for  instance,  in  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek,  the  source  of  the  river  is  in 
the  mountain,  and  to  my  knowledge  there  are  about  five  tributaries  falling  into  the 
river  near  its  source. 

129.  But  does  that  mean  that  the  source  is  the  principal  supply  ? — No. 

130.  The  main  supply  of  the  water  may  oonie  from  other  sources  altogether  ?— 
Well,  that  will  have  to  be  settled  by  an  inspection,  I  should  say  ;  of  course  the  quantity 
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('  h  /T'yli.K’,  wa*er  *u  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  River  or  any  other  river  would  depend  on  the  source 
!  ■  ■  and  the  tributaries,  but  it  sometimes  happens  that  the  tributary  supply  is  stronger  than 

loth  April,  1002.  the  source  of  the  original  river. 

131.  Then  the  catchment  area  may  be  much  more  important  as  a  means  of  water 
supply  than  what  is  regarded  as  the  source  of  the  river ;  the  water  which  runs  off  from 
rain,  I  mean,  may  be  much  more  important  than  the  perennial  stream? — That  may  be  so. 

132.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Practically,  from  your  evidence  I  take  it  that  the  locality 
where  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  River  takes  its  souroe  is  on  Crown  land,  and  can  easily  be 
protected  ? — The  W emmer’s  Hoek  is  favourable  to  a  water  scheme,  as  very  few  farms 
are  dependent  upon  it. 

133.  But  how  about  the  main  souroe  of  the  river  ?  As  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  is  on 
Crown  land  it  oan  be  permanently  protected  from  pollution  ? — Yes,  it  can  be  per¬ 
manently  protected,  but  of  course  it  may  be  polluted  lower  down  where  it  passes  the 
farms. 


Mr.  R.  H.  Hammersley  Heenan,  M.I.C.E.,  examined. 

Mr.  134.  Chairman.]  Your  name,  please  ? — My  name  is  Robert  Henry  Hammersley- 

R  u  Been an**'  Heenan. 

134  (a).  And  you  are  General  Manager  to  the  Harbour  Board?— Yes,  at  Cape 
Town. 

135.  How  long  have  you  been  that  ? — Since  the  1st  November  last,  I  think. 

136.  And  before  that  you  were  Engineer- in-Chief  to  the  Harbour  Board  ? — 

Yes. 

137.  How  long  had  you  been  Engineer-in-Chief? — About  two  years. 

138.  And  previous  to  that  you  had  a  similar  appointment  at  Port  Elizabeth? — 
Yes,  I  was  Engineer-in-Chief  and  General  Manager  there. 

139.  And  before  that  at  East  London  ? — Yes,  as  in  railway  service. 

140.  So  that  for  many  years  you  have  been  engaged  in  engineering  work  connected 
with  Harbours  ? — Yes. 

141.  I  want  to  ask  you  first  about  the  water  supply  for  the  Docks  estate  in  Capo 
Town  ? — Yes. 

142.  Yrou  get  your  water  supply  from  the  Corporation  in  Cape  Town  ? — We 
receive  all  our  supply  from  the  Town  Council. 

143.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  how  much  you  received  last  year  ? — I  can  :  for 
shipping  purposes  we  received  29,340,000  gallons,  and  for  other  purposes  33,349,000 
gallons. 

144.  Can  you  give  the  total  ? — I  have  not  got  the  total  ready. 

145.  It  will  be  about  sixty-two  millions  ? — Yes,  I  find  it  comes  to  62,690,420 
gallons  exactly. 

146.  Is  that  supplied  by  meter  ? — Yes,  that  is  supplied  by  meter. 

147.  I  notice  in  the  Mayor’s  minute  he  gives  the  supply  at  seventy-seven  million 
gallons,  that  would  be  fourteen  million  gallons  more  than  you  give  ? — Well,  the  figures 
I  have  given  are  the  exaot  figures  we  have  been  charged  for,  and  I  do  not  suppose 
they  will  give  us  more  water  than  they  charge  us  for. 

148.  These  figures  in  the  Mayor’s  minute  are  for  1901? — There  must  be  a 
mistake  somewhere. 

149.  J  see  the  quantity  varies  every  month  ? — Yes. 

150.  And  during  what  months  of  the  year  do  you  require  most  water? — Well,  it 
is  very  difficult  now  to  form  an  idea. 

151.  For  shipping  purposes  say  ? — For  shipping  purposes,  towards  the  end  and 
the  beginning  of  the  year. 

152.  You  mean  the  calendar  year? — Yes. 

153.  That  is  generally  the  very  driest  time,  and  then  you  require  the  greatest 
supply  ? — Yes,  I  can  put  in  a  statement  showing  these  figures,  if  it  would  be  of  any 
use  to  the  Commission. 

154.  Now,  what  does  that  cost  the  Harbour  Board  ? — We  pay  two  shillings  per  ton 
of  one  hundred  gallons  for  the  water  for  shipping  purposes  ;  for  other  purposes  we  pay 
twenty-five  shillings  for  36,500  gallons,  or  Is.  2-794d.  per  1,000  gallons. 

155.  This  is  practically  the  same  rate  at  which  the  Corporation  supplies  water  to 
the  ordinary  consumer  ? — Yes,  it  is  the  same  rate. 

156.  Have  you  been  taking  more  water  lately  ? — Oh,  yes,  since  the  war  began. 

157.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  any  idea  of  the  annual  increase  for  the  last 
five  years? — Yes,  I  can  supply  that.  I  will  put  in  a  statement  showing  the  figures. 
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[Statement  put  in.  |  If  there  is  anything  in  addition  that  the  Commission  will  require, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  supply  it. 

158.  Does  that  shovv  prospective  increases  ? — No,  I  will  make  a  statement  with 
regard  to  that. 

159.  That  statement  shows  increases  during  the  last  five  years? — Yes. 

160.  What  are  the  prospective  requirements  of  the  Harbour  Board  ? — I  estimate 
the  present  requirements  for  the  next  five  years  'at  from  ninety  million  gallons  to  one 
hundred  million  gallons. 

161.  Ninety  million  gallons  with  a  gradual  rise  to  one  hundred  million  gallons  ? — 
Well,  with  the  fluctuations  of  trade  which  may  increase  and  the  various  works,  together 
with  a  great  many  elements  of  that  kind  which  are  taken  into  consideration  also. 

162.  From  that  you  have  made  an  estimate  for  the  needs  of  the  Harbour  Board  ? 
— Yes,  the  annual  average  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  about  -g-th  proportion  of  water 
used  and  water  supplied  for  shipping.  If  you  allow  one-sixth  it  would  fairly  allow 
for  the  increased  consumption  due  to  the  legitimate  advance  of  the  trade  of  the  port. 

163.  Would  that  cover  both  requirements  for  shipping  and  other  purposes  ? — 

Yes. 


164.  Do  you  use  water  for  flushing,  and  also  for  sanitary  purposes? — Yes. 

165.  And  that  is  included  in  the  estimate  ? — Yes,  and  we  use  a  very  large  quantity 
of  salt  water  also. 

166.  Have  you  experienced  any  difficulties  in  getting  your  supply  of  water? — 
Yes,  very  serious  difficulty  recently. 

167.  In  what  way  ?  — The  water  was  cut  off  at  the  main  for  certain  hours  of  the 
day,  and  the  works  at  the  Docks  had  to  be  practioally  stopped  for  the  time  being. 

168.  What  works  ? — All  the  engineering  works  in  connection  with  the  business  of 
the  Harbour,  that  is  to  say,  the  stone  crushing  machinery  was  unable  to  work,  and  no 
water  could  be  supplied  to  the  shipping  people  at  certain  hours  of  the  day ;  and 
perhaps  the  most  serious  thing  of  all  was  that  the  electric  light  had  to  be  put  out, 
even  at  the  New  Somerset  Hospital,  and  also  at  the  Breakwater  Convict  Station  on 
one  or  two  occasions. 

169.  Was  that  because  you  could  not  get  sufficient  water  for  the  boilers  of  the 
engine  ? — Yes. 

170.  Does  that  apply  to  this  year  or  not  ? — That  happened  within  the  last  three 
months. 

171.  Have  matters  improved  again  since  the  rains  began  to  fall  ? — Yes. 

172.  So  that  we  may  take  it  that  the  tendency  of  your  evidence  in  this  connection 
is  that  as  the  drought  advances  your  difficulties  at  the  Harbour  increase  ? — Yes. 

1 73.  Have  you  remonstrated  with  the  Corporation  about  that  ? — Most  emphatically, 
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yes. 

174.  Correspondence  I  suppose  has  taken  place  between  you  ? — Yes,  some. 

175.  Can  you  put  in  some  of  it  for  the  information  of  the  Commission  ? — Well, 
I  do  not  see  at  all  why  it  should  not  be  put  in,  and  as  the  Harbour  Board  has 
authorised  me  fully  to  represent  them  here  I  will  put  it  in  if  you  wish  it. 

176.  I  suppose  it  will  appear  from  that  correspondence  that  you  were  repeatedly 
asking  for  more  water  than  you  were  getting  ? — Yes,  and  pointing  out  the  very  serious 
risks  we  were  running  through  not  having  the  water. 

177.  At  present  you  know  of  no  other  means  of  getting  your  supply  than  from 
the  Cape  Town  Corporation  ? — No,  they  are  the  only  people  who  havo  the  water  to 
supply.  There  are  of  course  other  schemes  talked  of. 

178.  I  suppose  their  reason  for  not  giving  you  all  you  needed  was  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  ? — Well,  I  think  the  reason  was  that  they  used 
to  conserve  the  water  by  closing  dowu  the  reservoirs  at  certain  hours  of  the  day,  and 
the  Harbour  was  included  in  the  general  scheme. 

179.  So  that  at  certain  hours  of  the  day  you  had  no  water? — Not  a  drop  in  the 
pipes. 

180.  And  also  I  suppose  certain  hours  of  the  night  ? — Yes. 

181.  And  you  were  very  much  inconvenienced  in  consequence? — We  were  very 
seriously  inconvenienced.  Of  course,  things  cannot  be  allowed  to  go  on  as  they  have  ; 
if  the  Board  is  to  discharge  its  functions  in  a  proper  manner  it  will  be  obliged  to  do 
something. 

182.  Do  you  mean  the  Harbour  Board  ? — Yes,  for  instance,  we  are  laying 
down  a  large  electric  plant  to  work  the  machinery  at  the  Docks,  including  electric 
cranes,  and  an  abundant  and  constant  supply  of  water  is  an  absolute  necessity 

183.  That  is  to  say  that  unless  the  Corporation  can  give  you  the  supply  you  require 
you  will  seriously  have  to  consider  an  independent  supply  ? — For  certain. 

[G.  21— 1902.]  c 
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1S4.  Have  you  thought  of  any  such  independent  supply  ? — I  have  discussed  the 
matter  with  the  Kailwaty  Department  and,  of  course,  with  .the  Board,  to  see  what  can 
he  done  in  that  direction. 

185.  Have  these  discussions  shaped  to  suoh  definite  conclusions  that  you  could 
indicate  them  to  the  Commission  ? — No,  no  decision  has  as  yet  been  come  to. 

186.  But  the  matter  has  been  talked  of? — Yes. 

187.  Dr.  Gregory.']  You  say  that  the  quantity  now  is  about  sixty-two  million 
gallons  which  you  require,  and  that  it  increases  about  one-sixth  every  year? — Yes. 

188.  Would  not  that  mean  about  one  hundred  and  three  million  gallons  in  about 
the  fifth  year  ? — How  ? 

189.  You  stated  that  you  estimated  from  ninety  million  gallons  to  about  one 
hundred  million  gallons  ? — Yes. 

190.  Then  that  is  somewhat  an  understatement  ? — Very  little. 

191.  No,  but  an  increase  of  one-sixth  would  be  a  little  overstatement? — Yes, 
slightly  ;  it  varies  a  good  deal. 

192.  Then  we  would  be  safe  in  taking  it  that  at  the  end  of  your  fifth  year  you 
would  be  using  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  million  gallons  ? — I  should  say 
from  one  hundred  million  to  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  million  gallons,  but  this  is 
only  approximate — a  good  deal  of  guess  work  of  course. 

193.  The  charge  for  shipping  is  two  shillings  per  hundred  gallons  ?---’ Yes,  that  is 
by  the  Town  Counoil. 

194.  What  does  the  Board  charge  ? — Three  shillings. 

195.  Do  you  consider  that,  from  your  knowledge  of  Dock  administration,  a  fair 
charge  ? — Very  excessive,  in  my  opinion. 

196.  What  do  they  charge  at  Port  Elizabeth  for  water  to  the  shipping  people  ? — I 
am  speaking  from  memory,  but  I  think  four  shillings  and  sixpence  per  thousand  gallons. 
It  was  supplied  to  the  shipping  people  at  the  same  price  as  the  Board  paid  for  it,  except 
when  it  had  to  be  lightered  to  the  ship.  If  a  vessel  comes  alongside  there  is  no  special 
charge  made  for  the  water. 

197.  Then  at  Port  Elizabeth  it  is  about  four  shillings  and  sixpence  per  thousand 
gallons  and  the  Board  makes  no  profit  on  it? — Well,  I  am  trusting  to  my  memory  on 
that  point,  and  I  would  prefer  to  put  in  a  memorandum.  Here  we  reckon  two  hundred 
gallons  to  the  ton  which  is  very  confusing,  but  at  Port  Elizabeth  it  was  different. 

198.  What  is  the  charge  at  East  London  ? — I  don’t  know  at  all. 

199.  You  don’t  remember  that  ?  -No. 

200.  Is  it  your  experience  that  ships  prefer  not  to  take  water  at  Cape  Town  ? — 
Well,  I  suppose  they  prefer  getting  it  cheaper,  but  with  them  it  is  Hobson’s  choice  ; 
they  have  to  take  it. 

201.  Why  does  the  Board  make  a  charge  of  50  per  cent  ? — Because  the  Board  has 
to  supply  all  the  paraphernalia  for  supplying  the  ships.  An  allowance  must  be  made 
for  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  hoses  and  pipes,  and  the  leakage  in  the  hoses  which  is 
inseparable  from  such  a  business  as  that. 

202.  But  they  must  have  the  same  expense  at  Port  Elizabeth  if  your  memory 
serves  you,  and  they  don’t  charge  anything  extra  for  that  ? — No,  at  Port  Elizabeth, 
they  have  not  the  same  expense,  and  not  half  the  waste ;  the  water  is  taken  at  one 
place,  and  consequently  there  is  very  little  hose  used,  but  here  we  have  great  lengths  of 
it.  If  all  this  is  carefully  considered  it  will  be  found  that  the  extra  charge  by  the 
Board  is  nothing  to  speak  of  at  all. 

203.  Chairman .]  Here  your  charge  is  seven  shillings  and  sixpence  in  the  Bay, 
but  that  is  not  at  the  Docks  ? — Yes,  for  the  same  quantity. 

204.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  Twelve  shillings  and  sixpence  at  Port  Elizabeth,  and  that  is 
actually  taking  water  alongside,  that  is  all  you  can  say  ?: — On  that  point  1  would  like 
more  time  before  you  take  my  evidence  down. 

205.  You  speak  of  the  large  consumption  of  water  for  the  electrical  plant  ? — It  is 
not  such  a  very  large  consumption  after  all. 

206.  It  is  not  possible  to  use  sea  water? — Not  desirable,  certainly. 

207.  Mr.  Gurney. ~\  This  trouble  of  the  lack  of  water  is  not  a  new  matter  this 
year  ? — It  has  always  been  a  difficulty  as  far  as  I  understand  ;  it  certainly  has  been 
since  I  have  been  in  charge, 

208.  Has  the  Town  Council  promised  you  any  redress,  or  promised  that  it  would 
not  occur  again? — I  don’t  think  they  have  committed  themselves  to  any  opinion  upon 
that  subject  at  all. 

209.  Mr.  Dyer.  ]  I  suppose  in  r  a’ity  it  was  the  drought  that  caused  the  shortage 
on  this  occasion? — Well,  I  should  think  so. 

210.  You  have  no  idea  that  there  was  any  doubt  of  the  object  of  the  Town  Council 
in  depriving  the  Harbour  Board? — Oh,  no,  i  must  in  justice  to  the  Corporation  say 
that  they  have  done  everything  to  assist  me. 
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211.  You  said  that  for  flushing  purposes  water  was  used  ;  would  it  be  possible  to 
do  all  the  flushing  with  sea  water? — Yes,  such  a  scheme  has  been  under  disc"ssion. 

212.  Would  that  cause  much  saving,  do  you  think  ? — Well,  the  water  will  require 
to  be  pumped,  and  there  are  other  objections  to  it. 

213.  But  do  you  think  it  will  cause  much  saving? — I  don’t  think  so. 

214.  Mr.  Stewart.  ]  You  have  stated  that  it  is  a  great  drawback  to  the  Docks  to 
be  without  water  ? — Yes. 

215.  In  view  of  that,  has  the  Harbour  Board  ever  attempted  to  arrive  at  an 
agreement  with  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town,  or  any  other  body,  to  get  a  certain 
supply  of  water  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  it,  it  may  have  been  done  before  I  was  appointed. 

215(a).  But  considering  the  importance  of  a  certain  supply  ol  water,  is  it  not 
desirable  that  the  Harbour  Board  should  have  some  definite  agreement  with  somebody 
to  supply  this  water  ? — It  is  desirable  that  the  Harbour  Board  should  be  in  a  position 
to  be  absolutely  certain  of  their  supply,  and  steps  towards  that  end  should  be  taken,  in 
my  opinion. 

216.  But  without  an  agreement  of  this  sort  do  you  think  it  is  fair  to  any  public 
body  to  expect  it  to  keep  a  supply  of  water  for  the  Harbour  Board  on  tap,  and  not  to 
be  able  to  sell  it  elsewhere  ? — I  don’t  quite  understand  the  question. 

217.  If  you  have  no  agreement,  the  Cape  Town  Council,  or  any  other  Town 
Council,  is  not  bound  to  supply  you  with  water  ? — They  have  an  intimation  to  supply 
the  Board  with  water. 

218.  But  have  you  no  agreement  whatever  ? — That  I  cannot  say. 

219.  Are  you  any  different  from  any  private  consumer  in  Cape  Town  ? — Not  that 
I  know  of. 

220.  Can  you  give  me  any  idea  of  how  much  water  your  natives  use  per  day,  and 
your  white  men  also  ? — I  am  afraid  I  cannot  do  that,  but  I  can  give  you  afterwards 
the  number  of  whites  and  natives  employed  and  so  on. 

221.  I  understand  from  you  that  the  charge  made  to  the  shipping  people  is  very 
high  in  your  opinion  ? — Yes,  but  as  far  as  the  Board  is  concerned  it  canuot  be  supplied 
at  a  cheaper  rate. 

222.  Do  you  think  that  in  the  event  of  entering  into  an  agreement  and  taking  a 
definite  quantity  of  water,  and  paying  for  it  whether  you  use  it  or  not,  you  would  be 
in  a  position  to  get  it  at  a  lesser  charge  ? — Well,  that  would  greatly  depend  upon  the 
terms  of  the  agreement,  and  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  data  upon  which  the  agreement 
was  based ;  if  the  estimate  upon  which  it  was  based  were  correct,  then  I  think  such  an 
agreement  would  be  favourable  to  the  Board. 

223.  Of  course  the  charge  of  ten  shillings  for  a  thousand  gallons  is  very  high, 
and  one  wants  to  get  at  a  basis  upon  which  it  has  been  made  ;  if  you  have  no  agree¬ 
ment  you  must  not  be  astonished  if  they  charge  you  a  very  high  rate  for  a  few 
months? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

224.  Then  your  charge  seems  very  high  for  the  water ;  now,  would  it  not  bo 
possible  to  get  appliances  at  the  Docks  by  which  the  water  could  be  supplied  to  the 
shipping  people  at  less  cost  than  what  it  is  now  ? — No  ;  at  present  I  do  not  think  it  is 
possible — not  until  the  Docks  is  sufficiently  and  properly  equipped. 

225.  What  pressure  do  you  require  at  the  Docks  in  order  to  give  you  the 
necessary  pressure  for  the  working  of  your  scheme  ? — For  what  purpose  do  you  mean, 
for  supplying  the  ships  ? 

226.  The  general  supply  for  your  population  and  your  works,  including  the 
ships  ? — I  thinx  now  we  have  only  a  head  of  about  twenty  feet.  We  have  a  reservoir 
of  our  own.  The  water  runs  into  this  and  is  then  distributed  from  it,  and  that  has, 
I  think,  twenty  feet  head. 

227.  But  is  that  sufficient  for  you  ? — No,  I  should  like  to  have  more. 

227(a).  I  am  asking  you  that  question  ? — Well,  J  should  like  to  have  more  head. 

228.  Cannot  you  get  your  supply  from  the  Molteno  reservoir  ? — We  do  at  times 
get  our  supply  from  there  direct,  but  as  I  say  when  the  water  is  cut  off  we  have  to 
conserve  it  in  our  reservoir  while  it  runs  in  order  to  be  able  to  use  it  when  the  main 
is  shut  down. 

229.  Would  the  pressure  from  the  Molteno  reservoir  be  sufficient  for  you  ? — Yes. 

230.  Chairman].  There  is  a  direct  pipe  ? — Yes,  I  believe  so. 

231.  Mr.  Stewart.]  You  referred  to  the  stoppage  this  last  dry  season,  how  long 
did  that  continue  ? — For  about  six  weeks,  I  think,  off  and  on. 

232.  Were  you  able  to  resume  your  eleotrical  plant  within  that  time  ?— Oh  yes  ; 
the  electric  light  was  not  continuously  shut  off  ;  it  was  uncertain  and  that  was  the 
annoying  part,  for  instance,  the  light  had  to  be  shut  off  from  the  New  Somerset 
Hospital  and  the  Convict  Station,  which  must  have  caused  very  serious  inconvenience, 
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Air.  if  not  danger  to  the  Convict  Station,  where  the  guards  on  duty  had  only  the  electric 
lclt- Hunan.  Alght  to  go  by.  It  was  so  uncertain. 

283.  Can  you  give  us  auy  idea  of  the  number  of  times  you  were  deprived  of  the 
lot  1  p  ,  i'H>—  use  0f  (|le  electric  light  through  want  of  water? — Three  or  four  times. 

234.  Are  you  aware  that  your  shortage  was  perhaps  due  to  the  want  of  water  in 
the  mains,  through  the  pipes  being  out  of  repair  ? — It  was  due  entirely  to  the  water 
being  shut  off. 

235.  In  the  event  of  water  being  supplied  at  high  pressure  for  hydraulic  power, 
would  the  Harbour  Board  be  inclined  to  use  it,  or  would  they  prefer  to  have  electric 
power? — Well,  we  have  adopted  now  the  electric  power  system. 

236.  Chairman.']  Are  you  working  hydraulic  power  now  ? — No. 

237.  Mr.  Stewart.  |  Have  you  ever  applied  to  the  Town  Council  to  give  you  the 
required  pressure  ? — No. 

238.  I  may  take  it  that  as  you  have  not  sufficient  water  pressure  for  hydraulic 
power  you  have  adopted  electric  power,  but  you  might  still  consider  the  other  ? — 
Yes,  if  we  had  water  under  proper  control  and  at  high  pressure  it  would  be  a  very 
good  thing. 

239.  Chairman.]  In  connection  with  the  charge  it  was  rather  hinted  that  it  was 
an  unreasonable  one,  I  notice  that  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Town  Council,  the  Ex- 
Mayor,  Mr.  Ball,  has  it  at  thirteen  pence  per  thousand  gallons  ;  they  could  not  very 
well  sell  it  for  less  to  you  ? — The  excessive  charge  that  I  refer  to  is  the  charge  for 
shipping  purposes,  which  comes  out  at  ten  shillings  per  thousand  gallons. 

240.  That  is  what  the  Board  charges  ? — No,  that  is  what  the  Town  Council 
charged  the  Board ;  just  ten  times,  or  almost  ten  times  as  much  as  it  cost  them. 

241.  Why  do  they  charge  so  much  for  shipping  purposes  ? — Well,  that  is  a  matter 
for  the  Town  Council  to  answer. 

242.  Did  you  protest  to  the  Town  Council  ? — Yes. 

243.  Because  the  ships  are  considered  as  outsiders? — Well,  I  suppose  that  is  the 
idea ;  it  is  purely  a  Town  Council  matter  ;  I  consider  the  charge  a  very  high  one. 

244.  It  is  ten  times  as  much  as  what  they  charge  you  for  other  purposes  ? — Yes, 
very  nearly. 

245.  Dr.  Gregor;/.]  Have  you  had  your  water  restricted  in  previous  years  ? — Not 
while  I  have  been  here,  but  I  have  been  here  only  for  two  years. 

246.  As  far  as  you  are  aware,  it  is  not  this  particular  year  of  drought  that  has 
caused  it  ? — No,  I  have  been  advised  by  my  staff  that  they  were  never  certain. 

247.  Can  you  put  in  your  agreement  with  the  Town  Council  if  any  exists? — Yes, 
if  it  exists  I  will  put  it  in. 

248.  The  Town  Council  know  your  requirements  perfectly  well  by  now,  so  that 
should  cause  them  no  difficulty  ?  Oh,  there  is  no  difficulty  on  the  score  of  their  not 
knowing  our  requirements  ;  they  know  them  perfectly  well. 

249.  So  that  the  Town  Council  would  not  be  holding  water  for  you  and  deprive 
other  people  ? — No. 

250.  Have  the  Council  ever  raised  the  point  of  starting  a  system  by  which  you 
would  take  a  certain  permanent  amount  ? — No,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

251.  But  could  the  existing  mains  give  you  a  sufficient  pressure? — No,  not  for 
hydraulic  machinery. 

252.  Then  do  I  take  it  that  if  you  had  it,  it  could  be  used  for  hydraulic  machinery  ? 
— Well,  it  is  very  rarely  that  water  is  used  direct  for  giving  pressure ;  I  have  never 
done  it  myself ;  it  is  usually  accumulated  by  a  steam  engine. 

253.  But  what  I  mean  to  say  is,  you  have  now  decided  to  introduce  electric 
power  as  against  hydraulic  power  which  is  cheaper  and  better  than  electric  power  ? — 
No,  I  do  not  admit  that  hydraulic  is  either  cheaper  or  better  than  electric  power. 

254.  You  have  electricity  irrespective  of  the  water  supply  ? — Well,,  but  the  point 
raised  by  Mr.  Stewart  is  purely  an  engineering  one.  He  raised  the  question  of  the 
supply  of  hydraulic  power,  as  the  only  source,  and  when  I  was  considering  whether 
we  should  use  hydraulic  power  as  against  electric,  I  had  in  my  mind’s  eye  the 
adoption  of  accumulators,  which  means  pumping. 

255.  What  height  would  have  to  be  taken  ? — One  hundred  feet  gives  about  forty- 
four  lbs.  per  square  inch,  if  my  memory  serves  me  right. 

256.  You  really  want  a  height  about  seventeen  hundred  feet  or  sixteen  hundred 
feet  ? — Yes. 

257.  That  is  undoubtedly  higher  than  the  Molteno  Reservoir? — Yes. 

258.  So  that  practically  the  Town  Council  would  have  to  lay  a  separate  pipe  for 
you  some  distance  ? — Yes. 

259.  Chairman .]  How  do  you  discriminate  between  the  water  supplied  at  one 
shilling  and  that  supplied  at  ten  shillings  ? — We  have  a  meter. 
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260.  But  how  do  you  arrange  F  The  Town  Council  have  to  take  your  word  for 
it  ?  —Yes  ;  we  have  never  haa  any  dispute  on  that  score  about  the  shipping. 

261.  How  do  your  sewers  get  water  ? — Well,  the  Docks  have  no  sewers  at  all ;  we 
use  tubs  to  a  very  large  extent ;  some  houses  are  connected  with  town  drains. 


Mr. 

R.  H.  Hammers- 
ley-Heenan. 

10th  April,  1902 


262.  Water  closets  ? — Yes. 

263.  That  is  all  P — Yes.  There  is  no  sewer  which  we  can  use  unless  by  pumping 
from  the  dock  area,  or  unless  we  went  in  for  some  definite  system. 

264.  The  dock  area  is  not  included  in  the  sewerage  ? — No,  it  is  not. 

265.  Has  any  proposal  been  made  ? — No,  but  I  have  a  scheme  approved  by  the 
Harbour  Board,  and  I  think  by  the  Government,  to  introduce  a  separate  sewerage 
system  at  the  docks. 

266.  And  where  would  the  outfall  be  ? — It  would  be  into  the  sea  where  the  Cape 
Town  outfall  is. 

267.  Have  you  approached  the  Town  Council  about  it  ? — Yes. 

268.  Have  they  agreed  to  that  ? — It  is  not  settled  yet. 

269.  The  outfall  of  the  Cape  Town  sewer  is  outside  the  Breakwater  F — Yes,  some 
distauce  to  the  westward  near  the  lighthouse. 

270.  Now,  are  you  acquainted  with  the  currents  in  Table  Bay  ? — There  are  no 
currents  in  Table  Bay. 

271.  Is  not  that  rather  a  departure  from  the  general  belief  ? — I  think  so,  there 
are  certainly  no  currents  that  we  as  engineers  know  as  such  ;  no  motions  of  the  water 
that  we  call  currents :  that  is,  permanent  currents. 

272.  Then  supposing  that  a  proposition  was  made  to  lay  a  sewer  'discharging 
near  Salt  River  Mouth,  where  the  excrement  of  abcut  thirty  thousand  people  would  be 
deposited,  what  would  be  the  effect  upon  that  in  the  absence  of  currents?  Would  it  be 
deposited  on  the  spot  ? — No,  there  are  currents  introduced  by  wave  action,  which  will 
perhaps  displace  it  and  take  it  to  the  westward,  then  other  forces  oause  other  currents 
which  might  bring  it  back  again.  I  think  it  will  assist  the  Commission  more 
materially  on  that  point  if  you  had  a  copy  of  our  current  chart  taken  from  absolute 
observation. 

273.  Does  that  differ  from  the  points  indicated  on  the  plan  by  Mr.  Dunscombe  ? 
— I  will  have  a  look  at  it. 

274.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Dunsoombe’s  report  ?— I  have  not  seen  it.  On 
reference  I  find  that  even  on  this  plan  the  currents  are  indicated  in  all  directions  ;  and 
that  is  how  it  is  ;  there  are  no  set  currents  in  Table  Bay  or  in  Algoa  Bay. 

275.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  prolongation  of  the  Breakwater  has  at  all 
affected  the  currents  in  Table  Bay  ? — I  cannot  accept  that  because  I  hold  that  there 
are  no  currents  in  Table  Bay.  There  are  as  I  have  just  stated  induced  currents  from 
various  causes  which  work  in  all  directions ;  it  is  a  very  peculiar  thing,  and  at  first 
sight  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  understand,  but  it  is  my  firm  belief  that  there  are  no 
set  permanent  currents  in  Table  Bay. 

276.  Do  you  think  that  is  the  reason  why  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  carried 
their  sewer  outside  the  Breakwater? — If  that  were  not  so,  it  would  be  objectionable 
from  every  point  of  view.  I  think  it  would  be  fatal  to  the  port  of  Cape  Town  if  it 
were  otherwise. 

277.  Have  you  studied  the  question  of  the  currents  lately  ? — I  have  looked  into 
the  currents  very  closely. 

278.  When  designing  the  extension  of  the  Docks  ?— Quite  so. 

279.  If  there  were  a  strong  set  current  there  would  not  be  the  objection  to  dis¬ 
charge  at  Salt  River  ? — If  there  were  a  current  from  westward  to  eastward  I  should 
think  it  would  be  all  right. 

279  (a).  From  what  youkuow  of  the  currents  what  do  you  think  of  the  propriety  of 
such  a  scheme  ? — It  is  a  matter  for  the  Toavu  Council,  but  it  is  my  certain  and  fixed 
conviction  that  it  would  be  a  very  unwise  thing  to  do. 

280.  When  you  sewer  the  Docks,  you  propose  to  connect  with  the  Cape  Town 
mains, »and  discharge  outside  the  Breakwater  ?  —Yes. 

281.  Are  you  prompted  to  do  that  because  of  the  difficulty  you  foresee  in  the 
want  of  a  current  to  carry  the  sewerage  out  to  sea  ? — Yes. 

282.  Dr.  Gregory.']  The  present  outfall  of  the  City  Council,  do  you  consider  that 
sufficiently  provided  for  ? — I  have  never  given  any  attention  to  it ;  I  cannot  say  what 
current  you  have  there  or  what  you  have  not. 

283.  Chairman .]  Have  you  experienced  anything  there  ? — No,  except  bad  smells 
sometimes. 

284.  Do  you  mean  outside  the  Breakwater  ? — Yes,  where  the  outfall  is. 

285.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Is  your  drainage  scheme  of  the  Docks  within  measurable 
distance  ? — 1  hope  so. 
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/'  n  ^Ha  fit  286.  About  how  much  sewage  would  you  require  ? — I  have  to  provide  for  eight  of 
ei/- litei  nit .  nine  thousand  people. 

mh  \~rTl  i  o(>o  287.  That -is  excluding  the  Breakwater  Convict  Station  ? — Yes,  at  present  all  the 
‘ '  '' n  '  '  ships  use  the  docks,  which  is  not  only  objectionable,  but  a  very  serious  matter. 

‘288.  Chairman.']  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  all  the  ships  in  the  outer  basin  open 
their  closets  ? — Yes,  their  closets  are  always  open. 

289.  Would  you  submit  your  scheme  to  us  or  send  a  copy  of  iff — Of  the  drainage 
scheme  ? 

290.  Yes  ? — Yes,  it  is  the  Lieneur  system. 

291.  Would  that  increase  your  demand  for  water  to  any  considerable  extent? — 
No,  not  much. 

292.  What,  roughly,  do  you  think  it  would  amount  to  ? — Well,  I  would  prefer  to 
give  that  a  little  thought  before  answering  the  question.  With  regard  to  the  number 
of  people  at  the  docks,  I  may  say  that  we  have  living  there  116  Europeans,  18  coloured, 
and  1,978  natives  ;  that  does  not  include  a  great  number  of  people  who  are  not  under 
the  Board’s  control — but  there  are  no  means  of  computing  it — living  in  ships  and  in 
huts,  and  in  different  other  places. 

293.  Is  it  your  proposal  to  work  with  the  Lieneur  system  ? — Yes,  I  don’t  care 
about  the  other  system. 

294.  Is  not  the  Shone  system  in  vogue  in  Cape  Town  ? — Yes. 

295.  Why  don’t  you  take  that  for  the  Harbour  ? — There  are  a  great  many 
objections;  the  one  sucks  the  sewage  and  the  other  forces  it.  The  one  causes  a  vacuum 
and  the  other  forces  it  through. 

296.  That  is  why  you  have  adopted  the  Lieneur  system  ? — Yes,  that  is  why  I 
like  it. 

297.  Mr.  Dyer.]  Do  you  consider  the  present  outfall  would  be  sufficient  to  carry 
yours  without  any  increase  ?  -Do  you  mean  the  sewage  ? 

298.  Yes  ? — I  don’t  know  anything  at  all  about  it. 

299.  I  suppose  you  are  ascertaining  that  before  you  go  on  with  your  works  ? — 
Oh,  I  see  what  you  mean ;  yes,  at  present,  it  will  be  quite  sufficient.  I  have  also 
consulted  the  Drainage  Engineer,  and  he  is  quite  satisfied  on  that  point. 

300.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Have  you  seen  the  observations  on  which  Mr.  Dunscombe 
decided  to  put  the  oul fall  of  the  Cape  Town  sewer  where  it  is? — No,  I  don’t  know 
anything  at  all  about  it.  The  observations  that  I  have  given  are  the  same  as  those 
taken  by  Mr.  Groode,  who  was  specially  employed  jointly  by  the  Town  Council  and 
the  Board,  I  think. 

301.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  these  were  observations  which  were  used  by  Mr. 
Dunscombe  ? — I  presume  that  Mr.  Dunscombe  went  outside  the  Breakwater  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  absence  of  currents. 

302.  Have  you  in  the  course  of  your  work  acquired  any  knowledge  or  information 
which  would  lead  you  to  think  that  the  outfall  is  in  the  wrong  place  ? — On  the  con¬ 
trary,  I  think  the  Corporation  has  done  quite  right  in  taking  it  outside  the  Bay. 

303.  Have  you  seen  any  effect  outside  the  Bay  ? — No,  in  the  basin  we  have  great 
difficulty,  but  I  think  that  is  entirely  due  to  our  own  fault :  that  is  to  say,  vessels  in  the 
basins  cause  the  nuisance,  and  we  of  course  should,  by  regulations,  prevent  that,  but  it 
is  not  practicable  at  the  present  time. 

304.  Dr.  Anderson.]  I  understand  that  your  objection  to  the  Shone  system  was 
the  number  of  stations  required  ;  but  you  will  only  require  one  ? — Yes,  but  then  you 
require  so  many  subsidiary  stations,  and  a  certain  number  of  reservoirs  are  also 
required. 

305.  I  think  the  Shone  system  a  most  excellent  one,  and  of  course  at  the  present 
time  I  understand  you  can  get  power  from  the  Corporation  ? — I  don’t  think  they  can 
supply  us  as  they  would  want  another  station. 

306.  You  have  considered  it? — Oh  yes,  I  have  considered  it. 

307.  Mr.  de  VilUers.]  You  give  the  population  as  about  two  thousand  roughly, 
at  the  docks.  Is  that  only  practically  the  employes  of  the  Harbour  Board,  or  are  there 
many  other  people  over  whom  they  have  no  control  ? — With  regard  to  the  population 
we  have  a  native  location,  and  we  have  registered  practically  two  thousand  people,  but 
there  are  about  eight  or  nine  thousand  people  who  go  away  somewhere  at  night. 

308.  You  say  some  of  them  stay  in  huts? — Yes;  they  work  at  the  Docks,  and 
they  live  in  the  vessels,  and  some  sleep  sometimes  in  some  old  buildings  of  the  military. 

309.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Does  that  estimate  include  -the  Breakwater  cottages  ? — No, 
these  are  outside,  under  the  Town  Council  ;  I  am  speaking  specifically  within  the  dock 
area. 

310.  Mr.  Stewart.]  I  would  like  to  know  whether  in  the  event  of  having  a  large 
oentral  power  station,  the  Harbour  Board  would  prefer  to  take  their  electric  power 
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from  that  station,  or  would  they  prefer  to  have  their  own  installation? — I  think  for 
our  work  I  should  recommend  our  own  installation. 

•311.  More  particularly  now  that  you  are  going  in  for  energy  for  your  other 
work  ? — Yes,  and  for  the  ever  changing  load  that  we  have  on.  That  system  has  been 
adopted  in  every  port  in  the  world  that  I  have  been  at. 


Mr. 

It.  II.  H am  inert  • 
Ity-Heenan. 

lOtli  April,  1902. 
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FRIDAY,  11th  APRIL,  1902. 


Present : 


Hon.  Sir 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers. 


Btsset  Berry  {Chairman). 

Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 
Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  T.  N.  Dyer. 


Mr.  Samuel  Tonkin  examined. 


311(a).  Chairman.)  Your  name,  please  ? — Samuel  Tonkin. 

312.  You  are  the  Mayor  of  Mowbray? — Yes. 

313.  Can  you  give  us  the  extent  of  the  area  of  Mowbray  ? — I  really  don’t  know. 

314.  Have  you  added  to  it  or  increased  it  within  recent  years  ? — Not  to  any  great 
extent  within  the  last  eight  or  nine  years  ;  I  think  there  was  a  slight  increase  in  the 
area,  however,  that  we  took  in  with  the  purchase  of  the  Rapenberg  farm — about 
two  hundred  acres. 

315.  Is  that  place  occupied  for  farming  purposes  now? — Oil  no,  we  use  it  for 
Municipal  piu’poses. 

316.  Is  it  an  area  that  could  be  built  upon  ? — Yes,  a  great  portion  we  hope  to  sell 
by  and  by  at  a  good  profit ;  it  has  already  increased  to  about  five  or  six  times  its  value 
in  purchase  price. 

317.  With  that  exception,  the  area  of  Mowbray  woidd  bo  as  set  forth  in  the 
Proclamation? — Ju9t  so. 

318.  And  the  boundaries  would  also  be  as  set  out  in  the  same  Proclamation  ? — 
Yes;  there  was  a  small  piece  taken  in  from  Rondebosch. 

319.  Is  there  rntich  of  the  area  still  available  for  building  purposes? — Not  a  very 
large  extent. 

320.  Is  building  going  on  to  a  great  extent  at  the  present  time? — Yes,  very  great ; 
we  pass  an  average  of,  I  suppose,  about  twenty  plans  a  month. 

321.  And  land  is  changing  hands  a  good  deal  ? — Yes,  very  much. 

322.  Are  there  still  some  large  blocks  of  land  that  are  likely  to  be  bought  up  for 
building  purposes  ;  I  mean  to  be  cut  up  into  lots  ? — No,  there  are  only  one  or  two 
building  lots  but  they  are  already  sub-divided,  excepting  Mr.  Struben’s  property,  which 
has  not  been  sub-divided. 

323.  Now,  have  you  any  idea  as  to  the  population  of  Muwbray  ? — About  nine 
thousand. 

324.  Have  you  made  any  kind  of  rough  census  lately  at  all  ? — No,  we  calculated 
lately  by  counting  the  number  of  houses  and  multiplying  the  result  by  the  number  of 
inhabitants,  which  is  roughly  taken  at  7. 

325.  How  many  houses  then  are  there  ? — I  think  our  Secretary  sent  in  the 
number. 

326.  Is  that  the  only  idea  you  have  of  the  population  ? — Yes,  the  papers  sub¬ 
mitted  by  our  Secretary  give  the  information. 

327.  What  was  the  population  at  the  census  of  1891  ? — Between  five  and  six 
thousand. 

328  So  that  according  to  your  ideas  you  have  developed  about  50  per  cent.  ? — 
Yes,  we  were  only  about  2,500  strong  when  we  became  a  municipality. 

329.  Now,  the  class  of  persons  residing  at  Mowhray,  are  they  to  a  great  extent 
gentlemen  who  have  their  businesses  in  town,  and  merely  have  their  residences  there  ?—* 


Mr. 

Samuel  Tonkin. 
11th  April,  1902. 
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s  . T/\tdltt  ^h  yes,  there  are  gentlemen,  of  course,  and  then  there  is  a  class  of  young  ladies  who 
come  in  and  out  of  town — shop  assistants  and  so  on.  We  have  also  some  few  of  the 
11th  April,  1902.  workmen  of  Salt  River. 

330.  Of  course  there  are  also  a  number  of  people  who  have  their  businesses  at 
Mowbray  and  who  live  there  ? — Oh  yes,  within  the  Municipality. 

331.  Now  what  class  would  be  more  numerous,  do  you  think  ? — I  think  what  you 
might  call  the  middle  class  would  bo  more  numerous ;  the  principal  portion  would 
consist  of  workmen  and  shop  assistants. 

332.  Do  you  mean  those  that  come  into  Cape  Town  ? — Yes,  particularly  those  on 
the  Observatory  side. 

333.  Those  who  come  into  town  would  outnumber  those  who  carry  on  their 
business  in  Mowbray  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

334.  You  are  practically  an  urban  population  ? — Quite  so. 

335.  You  are  a  Municipality  constituted  under  the  general  Municipal  Act  ? — 
Yes,  Act  No.  45  of  1882. 

336.  How  many  Councillors  are  there  ? — Nine. 

337.  Are  they  elected  by  wards  ? — No. 

338.  The  whole  body  ? — Yes. 

339.  And  do  they  go  out  once  in  three  years  F— They  go  out  in  thirds. 

340.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  In  the  financial  statement  that  you  have  given  or  sent  to  the 
Commission  you  show  a  total  amount  of  loan  indebtedness  of  £58,500,  and  unused 
borrowing  power  at  £70,000;  that  makes  a  total  of  £128,500  borrowing  power? — I 
have  seen  that  statement. 

341.  Are  you  aware  how  the  £70,000  shown  as  unused  borrowing  power  is  com¬ 
posed  ? — No,  I  cannot  say,  but  I  think  it  will  probably  be  in  this  manner  :  The  rating 
up  to  this  present  year  has  been  twopence,  which  gave  us  £8,000  more  or  less.  This 
year  the  rate  is  fourpenee,  which  will  give  £16,000,  and  it  may  be  that  the  Clerk  has 
taken  it  as  his  idea  that  the  rate  would  be  threepence  in  the  future,  which  would  give 
us  £12,000,  and  simply  taken  the  basis  of  ten  times  that  amount,  but  I  cannot  say  for 
certain. 

342.  You  think  he  must  have  taken  the  £70,000  solely  as  “what  under  proper 
authority  if  applied  for  might  be  borrowed,”  based  on  the  rates  of  the  previous  year  ? 
— Yes,  and  we  have  borrowing  power  under  the  general  Act. 

343.  The  amount  of  your  last  indebtedness  is  £58,500  ? — Yes,  we  have  just 
taken  up  the  loan  of  £21,000,  of  which  only  about  £7,000  has  yet  been  received, 
leaving  £14,000  borrowed  but  not  expended. 

344.  For  what  is  that  ? — For  curbing  and  guttering  streets,  and  for  permanent 
works  of  that  nature. 

345.  The  return  shows  two  loans,  one  of  £12,500  and  one  of  £25,000,  and  it 
shows  that  these  amounts  have  been  spent  upon  curbing  and  guttering  streets  and 
upon  wash  houses  and  other  permanent  works  generally,  the  two  amounting  to 
£37,500? — Yes,  and  we  borrowed  another  £21,000  since. 

346.  So  that  the  £9,500  shown  in  this  statement  referred  to  as  a  loan  to  the 
Council  apparently  by  a  Mr.  Stanford,  is  not  included  at  all  ? — No,  we  have  purchased 
the  property  and  passed  a  bond  on  it,  Rondebosch  passing  a  similar  bond. 

347.  What  property  ? — The  Steenbras  River  farm. 

348.  Oh,  that  was  borrowed? — Yes,  in  conjunction  with  Rondebosch  we  pur¬ 
chased  the  fsrm,  and  Mowbray  and  Rondebosch  paid  off  £1,000,  and  we  gave  a  bond 
for  the  balance.  I  may  say  that  this  can  be  disposed  of  any  day. 

349.  Well,  £9,500  was  bonded  to  Mr.  Stanford,  but  how  about  the  remainder  ? 
— We  owe  Mr.  Stanford  £9,500,  and  Rondebosch  owes  him  another  £9,500,  which 
makes  up  the  total  of  £19,000. 

350.  So  that  the  Steenbras  River  farm  purchase  does  not  figure  at  all  in  any  of 
your  last  accounts  ? — No,  it  is  kept  as  a  separate  thing. 

351.  It  is  neither  paid  for  out  of  rates  nor  out  of  authorised  loans  ? — What  we 
have  paid  has  been  paid  out  of  rates.  I  am  speaking  from  memory,  but  as  far  as  my 
memory  serves  me  we  have  borrowed  no  money  for  that  purpose. 

352.  But  the  accounts  show  that  £12,533  has  been  paid  nominally  out  of  rates,  as 
against  which  this  £9,500  increase  in  connection  with  the  bond  is  shown,  so  that  some 
£3,000  has  been  paid  out  of  rates  ? — That  is  about  it. 

353.  How  is  that  applied  ?—  Well,  we  paid  Mr.  Stewart,  I  think,  some  £1,200  or 
£1,500  for  his  report ;  then  there  were  survey  expenses  which  amounted  to  a  good  deal, 
besides  we  had  to  pay  Mr.  Stanford  interest  on  the  £9,500. 

354.  How  is  the  expenditure  of  that  £3,000  held  to  be  justified  under  the  Act  out 
of  rates  ? — I  don’t  know, 
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355.  You  are  not  prepared  to  urge  that  it  is  a  legal  expenditure  ? — That  is  not  a 
question  that  I  am  capable  of  answering  just  now. 

356.  Can  you  tell  us  what  rate  of  interest  you  are  paying  on  that  £9,500  ? — I 
think  five  per  cent.  Of  course  when  we  purchased  that  from  Mr.  Stanford  it  was 
impossible  to  call  a  public  meeting  and  to  go  through  the  usual  form  which  perhaps 
should  have  been  done,  because  delay  would  have  meant  the  loss  of  our  chance,  as  there 
were  others  in  the  market  who  were  prepared  to  outwit  us.  We  had  the  first  chance 
but  we  had  only  a  short  time  allowed  us  to  decide,  within  which  time  we  had  to  see 
the  water  supply  and  act  promptly. 

357.  But  without  going  into  any  question  about  the  Steenbras  River  Scheme,  and 
r  its  merits  from  a  financial  point  of  view,  you  are  not  prepared  to  justify  the  expendi¬ 
ture  because  of  its  legality  but  because  of  its  desirability? — Yes,  and  we  can  get  rid 
of  the  liability  to-morrow.  Mr.  Struben,  for  instance,  told  me  he  was  prepared  to  go 
in  for  it.  The  money  is  perfectly  safe. 

358.  So  we  find  that  Rondebosch  is  concerned  in  this  matler  in  the  same  way  as 
Mowbray  ? — Yes,  it  is  a  joint  concern  and  each  has  paid  exactly  half. 

359.  Then  there  is  a  liability  shown  also  to  Mr.  Tonkin  and  seven  others,  £5,000.  A 
loan  raised  apparently  ;  but  is  that  a  loan  raised  under  either  of  the  Acts  ? — No,  I  will 
explain  that  to  the  Commission.  We  had  reached  our  overdraft  at  the  Standard  Bank 
and  we  found  that  our  rates  would  not  come  in  until  February ;  we  could  not  stop  the 
works,  so  the  Councillors  themselves  jointly  went  to  the  Standard  Bank  and  raised  the 
£5,000  which  was  lent  to  the  Council  and  which  has  been  repaid. 

360.  It  has  been  repaid  since  the  end  of  last  year? — Yes. 

361.  In  connection  with  the  loan  just  raised  ? — A  portion  of  the  money  was  for 
work  that  had  been  done,  and  money  had  to  be  borrowed  to  cover  that  and  also  to  make 
provision  for  the  future  ;  it  was  done  in  terms  of  a  resolution,  and  it  was  done  under 
the  Act  of  1897,  I  think,  besides  there  was  an  overdraft  to  be  repaid,  which  was  done. 

362.  But  your  ordinary  aocouut  showed  an  overdraft  of  over  £9,000  at  the  end 
of  last  year? — Yes;  £6,000  about  was  the  amount  owing  to  loan  account,  which 
together  with  the  overdraft  amounted  to  about  £9,000;  we  therefore  borrowed  about 
£2, COO  more  than  we  were  entitled  to  borrow,  and  we  gave  a  promissory  note  to  the 
bank,  and  repaid  it  out  of  the  money  which  was  raised  by  the  loan,  and  the  balance 
was  paid  out  of  rates  as  they  came  in. 

363.  But  the  £9,000  overdraft,  in  December,  surely  represents  the  difference 
between  the  expendit  ure  in  former  years  and  the  rates  which  had  been  taken  from  the 
inhabitants  ? — Ytes,  a  shortfall  of  rates. 

364.  Then  do  I  understand  that  you  have  raised  a  permanent  loan? — No,  that  is 
not  it;  I  moved  that  the  rate  should  be  4d.  instead  of  2d.  to  clear  off  the  debt ;  and 
in  that  way  we  raised  a  special  rate  of  2d.  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  off  the  debts  that 
have  accumulated,  so  that  has  been  paid  out  of  rates. 

365.  But  the  £5,000  loan  by  you  and  others  was  raised,  as  a  loan  for  which  you 
were  responsible,  in  connection  with  this  £9,000  ? — Yes 

366.  The  bank  had  also  made  an  overdraft  to  nearly  that  amount  ? — We  had  got 
up  to  about  £7,000  when  the  bank  stopped  us  and  said  no,  they  could  not  allow  a 
greater  overdraft  unless  we  gave  fresh  security,  and  the  security  was  given  to  the  bank 
by  the  Councillors  in  the  form  of  a  promissory  note  for  £5,000,  and  we  were  allowed 
to  go  on  overdrawing  against  that.  That  is  to  say,  they  discounted  our  note  and  paid 
it  into  their  credit.  As  far  as  our  books  are  concerned,  the  overdraft  was  £9,000. 

367.  But  the  overdraft  was  £6,000  nett,  and  the  £5,000  had  been  included  so 
that  the  total  amount  would  be  £11,000  ? — I  cannot  say;  there  was  £6,000  owing  to 
loan  account,  and  that  is  therefore  included  in  the  new  loan  account  for  permanent 
works,  which  were  resolved  to  be  paid  out  of  future  loans  to  be  borrowed  upon  resolu¬ 
tion. 

368.  And  there  was  an  overdraft  on  loan  account  of  how  much? — About  £6,000. 

369.  And  the  overdraft  on  the  ordinary  account  was  £9,000  ?  -Yes,  I  suppose  it 

was. 

370.  That  is  £15,000  together? — We  have  paid  off  this  £5,000,  and  now  we  have 
paid  off  the  balance  of  the  loau,  and  we  have  a  credit  of  between  two  and  three 
thousand  pounds. 

371.  This  loan  of  £5,000  secured  by  you  and  the  other  seven  Councillors  was 
secured  as  an  advance  to  the  Council  in  the  meautime  until  the  rates  came  in  ? — Y’es, 
that  was  it. 

372.  Is  no  sinking  fund  maintained  for  the  repayment  of  the  debt  ? — The  new 
loan  is  to  be  paid  off  by  instalments  of  £500  per  annum  ;  and  we  have  the  right  to  pay 
the  loan  of  £21,000  at  the  rate  of  not  exceeding  £500  per  annum.  We  have  paid  off 
nothing  as  yet  The  intention  of  the  Council  was  to  pay  £1,000  out  of  next  year’s 
rate,  the  next  payments  to  be  at  the  rate  of  £500  per  year. 
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373.  But  you  had  no  sinking  fund  last  year? — The  fact  is  we  were  too  young; 
we  were  not  in  a  position  to  do  it. 

374.  Then  I  have  referred  to  the  loan  aocouut  as  shown  in  the  return,  but  there  is 
no  entry  made  there  of  the  transaction,  in  which  the  Mowbray,  Bondebosoh,  Claremont 
and  Woodstock  Municipalities  are  concerned  in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  the 
Suburban  Waterworks  ? — Yes. 

375.  Are  there  no  entries  in  your  books  ? — No. 

376.  But  the  Municipality  has  given  a  guarantee  to  the  Standard  Bank  for  one 
quarter  of  £300,000,  is  not  that  so  ? — Yes,  that  was  done  before  Bondebosch  and 
Mowbray  went  into  it. 

377.  No,  but  you  have  given  them  a  guarantee  of  one-fourth  of  £300,000  ?• — Yes. 

378.  And  upon  that  they_  have  credited  the  Suburban  Water  Company  with 
£300,000  ? — Yes,  that  is  so.  We  have  borrowed  the  money  but  we  have  not  taken  it 
all  up  ;  we  have  taken  up  £223,000  only.  I  am  speaking  from  memory,  but  it  is 
something  of  that  sort  ;  there  is  still  about  £70,000  left. 

379.  But  surely,  although  that  money  has  not  passed  through  your  hands,  as  you 
have  accepted  the  liability  and  own  a  fourth  of  the  Suburban  Waterworks,  you  should 
have  entries  in  \our  books  for  that,  should  you  not  ? — I  don’t  think  so  ;  the  Suburban 
Waterworks  is  managed  by  a  Committee,  and  practically  we  have  no  liability  so  far  as 
yet,  because  it  has  all  been  profit,  and  what  they  have  got  will  much  more  than  cover 
them. 

380.  So  that  although  you  have  a  quarter  liability,  inasmuch  as  you  have  a 
quarter  asset  in  the  concern,  you  don’t  consider  it  necessary  to  make  any  entry  in  your 
books  ?■ — We  cannot  make  an  entry  in  our  books  unless  some  money  has  passed  through 
our  hands. 

381.  Although  you  own  a  quarter  of  the  Suburban  Waterworks  ? — We  have  an 
interest  in  the  Suburban  Waterworks  ;  the  four  Councils  have  an  interest  on  the  books 
of  the  Waterworks,  which  are  kept  entirely  apart  down  there.  Had  we  been  called 
upon  to  make  any  payments  we  would  have  had  the  entries  in  our  books. 

382.  Chairman .]  While  you  are  on  that  point,  will  you  j  ust  explain  why  you  have 
not  been  called  upon  to  make  payments  ? — Because  there  are  profits. 

383.  Where  do  the  profits  come  from  ? — From  the  sales  of  the  water  to  the 
inhabitants. 

384.  How  is  that  arranged  and  by  whom  ?  —By  a  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Councils. 

385.  And  have  you  given  the  Committee  the  necessary  power  to  levy  rates  ? — No 
rates  are  levied  ;  they  simply  charge  two  pounds  ten  shillings  per  hundred  gallons  per 
day.  It  is  quite  different  from  the  Cape  Town  rate  of  three  pence  in  the  pound  and 
two  pounds  per  hundred  gallons  for  water.  The  Suburban  Waterworks  charge  each 
householder  or  person  making  application  for  the  water  two  pounds  ten  shillings  per 
hundred  gallons  per  day.  That  has  more  than  paid  expenses,  besides  leaving  us 
thousands  of  pounds  as  a  margin  of  profit. 

386.  They  charge  that  in  Mowbray  ? — Yes,  and  also  in  Bondebosch  and 
Claremont. 

387.  Hoes  the  Act  provide  that  a  rate  shall  be  levied  ? — It  gives  us  power  to  levy 
a  rate  if  there  is  a  shortfall  in  the  money,  for  instance,  if  the  two  pounds  ten  shillings 
were  not  sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses,  then  we  have  the  power  to  levy  a  rate  in 
order  to  meet  the  deficiency. 

388.  You  cannot  compel  every  householder  to  take  the  water  at  that  rate  ;  it  is 
optional  with  them? — Yes,  they  can  take  it  or  leave  it;  the  payment  is  a  voluntary 
one  ;  they  make  (he  application  for  the  water,  we  supply  them  with  it  and  charge  for 
it,  but  we  cannot  compel  them  to  take  it  under  the  Act. 

389.  Mr.  Gurney .]  To  make  the  position  quite  clear,  the  Mowbray  Municipality 
owns  a  quarter  of  the  Suburban  Waterworks  as  a  matter  of  fact  ? — Yes,  we  are  liable 
for  a  quarter. 

390.  And  a  quarter  of  any  profit  will  ultimately  come  to  the  Mowbray  Munici¬ 
pality  ? — If  we  ever  see  it. 

391.  It  is  a  matter  of  business  then  ? — Yes,  it  is  a  mere  commercial  transaction. 

392.  I  take  it  that  two  people  are  elected  by  you  to  serve  upon  this  committee  on 
your  behalf  ? — Yes,  Mr.  Beid  and  I  are  the  two  members  of  the  Council. 

393.  Dr.  Gregory .]  As  this  constitutes  a  liability  of  your  Council,  it  can  surely  be 
shown  in  your  balance  sheet  ? — No,  nothing  having  been  received. 

394.  Yes,  but  you  might  at  the  end  of  the  year  receive  profits  ? — Then  it  must 
appear  in  the  account  as  such. 

305.  What  is  done  with  it  then  ? — The  profits  are  used  for  the  expenses  of  the 
works  we  are  constructing — new  reservoirs — which  will  cost  £76,000  ;  for  these  hitherto 
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we  have  not  drawn  on  tlio  capital  account,  as  it  has  been  paid  out  of  the  income  derived 
from  the  water  sale. 

396.  Mr.  Gurnet/.']  But  by  the  acquisition  of  this  asset  you  have  deliberately  in¬ 
curred  a  liability  of  £75,000,  surely  that  should  have  been  shown  in  your  books  and 
in  the  accounts  ?—  'i'key  are  not  shown  there,  but  they  are  shown  in  the  Councils 
minutes. 

397.  There  should  be  some  record  of  the  fact  that  the  Couucil  is  concerned  iu  this 
transaction  ? — As  I  say,  that  is  recorded  iu  the  minutes  and  resolutions  of  the  Council. 

398.  But  not  in  the  Cash  Books? — No. 

399.  Now,  in  this  connection,  might  I  ask  you  has  the  Council  incurred  any  other 
financial  liabilities  that  don’t  figure  in  their  books? — No,  nothing  else. 

400.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Were  the  ratepayers  consulted  before  this  liability  was  taken 
on  ? — Oh,  yes  ;  we  could  not  do  it  until  a  meeting  of  the  ratepayers  had  been  held 
under  the  Water  Company’s  Act,  which  provides  how  that  is  to  be  done.  Well,  a 
public  meeting  was  duly  exiled  and  thereat  the  proposal  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

401.  Chairman.]  That  was  before  the  Claremont  and  Woodstock  Act  came  into 
Parliament  ? — Oh,  no,  after ;  but  Rondebosch  and  Claremont  came  in  afterwards  as 
they  had  a  right  to  come  in.  We  were  to  come  in  on  equal  terms  if  we  came  in  within 
a  certain  period. 

402.  You  know  the  provisions  of  section  4  of  the  Claremont  and  Woodstock  Act 
of  1898 ;  that  is  what  I  had  in  my  mind  as  to  the  manner  in  which  you  raised  the 
monej7  to  cover  a  shortfall? — We  simply  charge  for  the  water,  and  if  that  should  fail, 
then  we  are  empowered  to  levy  a  rate. 

403.  But  under  what  Act  have  you  the  power  to  make  that  charge? — Under 
section  18  of  the  Act ;  it  has  been  so  from  the  beginning. 

404.  And  they  pay  for  what  is  consumed  ? — Yes. 

405.  That  is  seen  to  by  the  Committee  ? — Yes,  if  they  take  more  than  two 
hundred  gallons  per  diem  then  they  get  a  meter. 

406.  The  Committee  has  the  necessary  power  ? — Yes,  they  frame  the  regulations 
and  decide  upon  the  tariff. 

407.  Does  that  system  obtain  iu  all  four-  of  the  Municipalities  ? — No,  they  have  a 
different  arrangement  at  Woodstock  under  the  special  Act,  by  which  the  Couucil  pays 
for  the  water  that  is  received  from  the  Waterworks,  and  that  Council  then  charges 
whatever  they  choose  to  their  inhabitants. 

408.  Mr.  Gurney.]  In  which  part  of  Woodstock? — Well,  that  is  to  say  Woodstook 
No.  1,  which  was  under  the  old  Act  before  the  new  part  was  added,  which  latter  part 
pays  in  the  same  manner  as  we  pay. 

409.  Chairman.]  And  you  never  had  occasion  to  levy  a  rate  at  all  ? — No. 

410.  Then  you  have  the  profits  that  arise  out  of  the  water  charge? — Yes,  these 
profits  have  been  accumulated  and  are  being  used  towards  building  new  reservoirs  so 
far  as  they  will  go. 

411.  Mr.  Gurney.]  In  addition  to  the  £3,000  in  connection  with  the  Steenbras 
River  farm  charged  to  the  rates,  £1,403  was  oharged  to  the  loan  account ;  can  you 
explain  that,  Mr.  Tonkin? — Well,  I  should  like  to  look  into  that  first. 

412.  That  would  apparently  bean  addition  to  the  other  expenditure  ?— I  don’t 
know. 

413.  It.  is  down  in  the  account  rendered  as  part  of  the  loan  of  £25,000,  that  is, 
part  of  the  expenditure  under  that  Act  ?-  I  cannot  speak  without  reference  to  the 
books  ;  my  impression  is  that  it  is  not. 

414.  Can  you  tell  us  how  the  purchase  of  plant  is  charged  for  in  your  accounts  ? 
— It  has  been  paid  entirely  out  of  rates  ;  we  have  not  borrowed  any  money  for  the 
purchase  of  wagons,  carts,  nudes,  or  anything  of  that  kind.  All  that  has  been  paid 
for  out  of  rates.  It  is  only  permanent  works  that  the  loans  have  been  applied  for,  and 
when  the  loans  are  applied  for  the  several  items  for  which  the  money  is  required  are 
fully  specified  beforehand. 

415.  Then  if  the  cost  of  plant  has  always  been  charged  against-  the  rates,  can  you 
explain  how  the  depreciation  of  plant  is  also  charged  against  the  rates  ? — It  is  a 
natural  consequence  ;  if  a  mule  dies  to-day  we  must  replace  it  by  another  mule 
to-morrow. 

416.  But  then  that  is  not  depreciation,  but  actually  new  plant? — Pardon  me,  if  a 
mule  dies  it  is  depreciation  of  plant,  because  if  a  mule  which  is  paid  for  out  of  the 
rates  becomes  unserviceable,  the  one  placed  in  its  stead  is  also  paid  out  of  the  rates 
and  in  the  same  manner  with  carts  and  wagons  and  such  things ;  they  depreciate  only 
in  value. 

417.  The  only  difference  here  seems  that  the  depreciation  of  plant  would  represent 
an  increase  occasioned  by  the  purchase  of  new  plant  to  take  the  place  of  other  plant  or 
plant  under  repair  ? — It  may  be  one  or  other  or  both. 
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418.  But  in  any  case  it  means  actual  expenditure  of  money  ? — No,  you  cannot 
call  it  actual  expenditure. 

419.  Then,  can  you  explain  why  street  repairs  are  shown  sometimes  separately  as 
roads  expenditure  ”  ?  What  do  you  mean  by  “roads  expenditui  e  ”  ;  there  are  two 

headings,  that  of  “  roads  expenditure  ”  and  “  street  repairs  ”  ? — I  am  afraid  our 
previous  Treasurer  or  Secretary  was  not  quite  up  to  the  mark,  and  it  is  possible  he 
added  two  headings  to  the  same  thing.  We  have -a  new  man  now,  and  things  are 
getting  straighter  in  that  respect. 

420.  Rapeuberg  property  was  purchased  out  of  loan  account  for  £4,500  ;  for  what 
purpose  was  that  purchased  in  the  first  place  ? — Well,  we  were  placed  in  a  difficult 
position ;  Mowbray  was  rather  hemmed  iu,  that  is  to  say,  we  could  not  go  higher,  as 
Rondebosch  was  on  that  side  with  Mr.  Rhodes’s  property  adjoining,  and  on  the  other 
side  we  had  Woodstock.  We  were  practically  encircled,  and.  had  no  outlet  for  water 
or  place  where  we  could  dump  our  rubbish.  There  was  an  urgent  necessity,  and  I  saw 
at  once  that  if  we  could  purchase  Rapenberg  Farm  it  would  suit  us  admirably  for  these 
purposes.  The  farm  was  then  purchased,  and  we  adopted  the  tub  system  for  all  slop 
water,  which  was  carried  away  and  deposited  in  the  trenches  on  the  farm,  where  it 
ultimately  filtered  and  so  on  ;  and  then  another  portion  of  the  farm  is  kept  for 
dumping  down  all  the  rubbish  of  the  community  and  so  on. 

421.  And  from  what  source  does  the  Council  get  its  revenue  out  of  the  farm  ?  — 
There  is  a  large  farm  house  on  the  premises,  and  we  get  one  hundred  pounds  rent  per 
year  for  that ;  then  we  sell  sand  but  not  a  very  large  Quantity,  and  then  there  are  the 
wash  houses,  but  the  expenditure  was  more  than  the  income.  The  item,  however,  had 
to  appear  as  a  receipt.  We  were  the  first  to  build  wash  houses,  and  go  in  for  the  tub 
systi  nr  for  receiving  bedroom  slops.  I  must  say,  however,  on  the  question  of  revenue 
that  we  liaye  taken  from  the  farm  an  immense  quantity  of  gravel  which  would  amount 
in  value  to  nearly  half  the  purchase  price  of  the  farm  and  without  any  depreciation  to 
the  faun. 

422.  The  cost  of  yoiu’  administration  has  very  materially  increased  since  1897 ; 
it  has  become  three  times  as  much  as  it  was?— -The  population  has  increased  to  nearly 
three  times  the  original  number. 

423.  The  rate  has  not  increased  by  three  times  ? — No,  that  is  just  it ;  the  rate  was 
kept  at  two  pence,  although  as  the  population  increased  the  number  of  houses  increasea 
which  meant  an  increase  of  income  at  the  same  time,  but  then  the' expenditure 
naturally  increased  also  with  it ;  we  had  to  keep  a  larger  number  of  scavengers. 

a 24.  But  scavengers  are  not  part  of  the  Town  House  establishment  ?  I  am 
speaking  of  the  cost  of  the  establishment;  that  was  £426  in  1897,  and  has  become 
£1,276  in  190  l  ?— Oh,  I  suppose  it  is  because  in  1897  we  had  no  engineer  and  no 
surveyors ;  we  had  no  one  to  examine  Or  approve  plans ;  everything  was  thrown 
upon  the  Public  Works  Committee,  whose  Chairman  did  nearly  all  the  work.  We 
found  that  things  could  not  go  on  in  that  way  and  we  employed  an  engineer  in 
the  City  to  do  part  of  it  for  about  two  or  three  years,  and  now  we  have  an  engineer 
fixed,  and  I  am  in  hopes  that  he  will  this  year  pay  his  salary  out  of  savings  wrought 
through  his  services. 

425.  You  were  paying  an  engineer  before  that  under  some  other  heading  ? — Yes, 
I  think  the  fixed  man  came  in  1898  or  1899. 

426.  The  first  permanent  engineer  only  came  at  the  latter  end  of  last  year? — The 
other  was  not  what  you  might  call  permanent,  although  we  paid  him  £100  per  annum 
and  certain  commissions. 

427.  Under  what  headings  would  he  be  charged  for  for  those  years  ? — The  com¬ 
missions  would,  I  think,  be  charged  very  likely  against  expenditure  under  roads, 
curbing  and  guttering,  &e. 

428.  And  the  salary  ? — That  ought  to  have  been  included  in  the  salaries  which 
would  have  been  paid  out  of  loan. 

429.  In  connection  with  the  expenditure  on  private  roads  there  is  a  special  rate 
raised  at  different  times  ;  these  rates  are  not,  I  take  it,  supposed  to  cover  the  cost  ? — 
Ob,  no,  nothing  like  it. 

430.  They  are  only  a  contribution  towards  it? — Only  a  very  small  contribution; 
it  has  happened  that  we  cannot  get  the  special  rate  out  of  the  houses  that  hav§  been 
built. 

431.  In  1898  and  1899  an  expenditure  of  about  £1,213  is  charged  against  rates 
for  curbing  and  channelling  roads,  but  you  have  raised  a  loan  for  that  ? — Yes,  there 
were  some  items  that  year  outside  the  loan  that  had  been  agreed  upon  in  the  loan  and 
paid  out  of  revenue. 

432.  There  is  a  contribution  received  by  the  Council  of  £62  10s.,  which  is  partly 
towards  the  cost  of  watering  roads  ? — That  is  for  watering  Divisional  Council  roads, 
and  that  body  pays  a  contribution  towards  it. 
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433.  Mr.  Stewart. I  did  not  quite  catch  what  you  said  just  now  with  regard  to  ^wn)^ron!  tn 

the  calculation  upon  which  you  base  your  population  ?— Well,  in  1891,  Mr.  de  Smidt  '  — 

had  a  census  taken  for  the  Government,  and  he  advised  me  to  multiply  ihe  number  of  nth  April  1902 
houses  by  7.  as  he  considered  that  would  be  a  fair  calculation.  I  am  no  expert  in  these 

matters,  and  as  I  considered  Mr  de  Smidt  a  good  authority  1  adopted  his  suggestion  as 
my  basis. 

434.  When  Mowbray  became  a  separate  Municipality  what  was  the  population  ? — 

I  think  2,500. 

435.  And  now  you  call  it  9,000  ?— Yes,  approximately. 

436.  Referring  to  the  question  of  water  you  say  that  your  ratepayers  are  not 
compelled  to  take  the  water  from  you? — No 

437.  And  you  are  not  compelled  to  supply  them  ? — I  don’t  think  we  are  compelled 
under  the  Act  to  supply ;  we  do  of  course  sell,  and  so  far  we  have  met  every 
application. 

438.  If  you  have  the  water  you  will  sell  it,  of  course  ? — Oh,  yes. 

439.  In  the  event  of  a  large  general  scheme  coming  on,  do  you  consider  that  the 
arrangement  should  stand  that  ratepayers  are  not  compelled  to  take  the  water  ? — No,  I 
think  that  if  there  is  a  general  scheme  for  water  that  each  householder  should  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  take  at  least  one  hundred  gallons  of  water ;  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
sanitary  and  drainage  purposes. 

440.  You  are  aware  that  in  large  towns  in  England  the  inhabitants  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  take  water  ? — Yes. 

441.  Is  it  not  jjdesirable  that  the  compulsory  power  should  exist  thereby  enabling 
you  to  raise  money  easily  for  your  works  ? — Yes,  of  course. 

442.  In  order  to  have  that  compulsory  power  it  would  be  necessary  to  go  to 
Parliament  ? — Oh,  yes. 

443.  You  are  aware  that  in  previous  years  endeavours  were  made  to  carry  water 
schemes  for  the  Peninsula  without  those  powers  ? — Yes.  I  know  all  about  it. 

444.  What  happened  ? — They  failed  altogether  ;  they  had  no  power  to  levy  rates, 
and  for  that  reason  people  in  England  would  not  put  money  into  it. 

445.  Were  the  ratepayers  of  the  suburbs  willing? — No,  people  are  never  willing 
to  pay  rates. 

446.  Were  they  willing  to  have  the  compulsory  power  ? — No,  and  because  of  that 
the  thing  fell  through. 

447.  People  would  not  put  their  money  into  the  thing  unless  there  was  power  to 
levy  rates? — No. 

448.  Then  for  a  large  scheme  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  have  compulsory 
power  in  order  to  raise  the  money  any  cheaper  ? — Yes. 

449.  Now,  do  you  approve  of  the  method  by  which  water  is  supplied  to  the 
houses  at  Mowbray  at  the  present  time  ?  I  mean  the  method  of  giving  it  in  gallons  to 
the  houses  by  what  is  termed  the  dribble  system  ? — It  is  very  bad  there. 

450.  Do  you  consider  it  should  be  altered  ? — Well,  my  own  feeling  is  that  if  you 
could  get  a  good  dribble  system,  it  is  a  better  system  to  have  as  you  won’t  have  the 
amount  of  waste  that  you  will  have  if  you  give  a  house  the  full  force. 

451.  But  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view  would  it  not  be  better  that  the  water 
should  be  drawn  direct  from  the  main  and  not  led  into  some  storage  cistern  on  the 
way  ? — Medical  men  think  so,  but  I  have  not  found  any  trouble  in  that  direction  ; 
even  the  medical  men  differ  on  the  point. 

452.  You  are  aware  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  cisterns  are  left  in  an  open 
state  ? — Yes. 

453.  And  that  rubbish  sometimes  gets  into  them  ?—  Yes. 

454.  Have  you  considered  the  question  of  supplying  the  water  to  private  con¬ 
sumers  by  meter  ?  — There  is  a  great  deal  of  that  in  the  suburbs  ;  I  suppose  that  more 
than  half,  or,  at  any  rate,  a  very  large  proportion  of  our  water  is  now  supplied  by 
meter  in  the  suburbs. 

455.  Do  you  think  we  could  get  that  information  exactly? — Yes,  we  could  give  you 
from  our  waterworks  the  quantity  of  water  supplied  by  meter  exactly,  and  the  number 
of  houses  supplied  by  the  dribble  ;  of  course  we  oould  not  give  the  exact  quantity  of 
water  that  passes  through  the  dribble. 

*456.  To  be  quite  clear,  I  want  the  number  of  houses  supplied  by  dribble,  and  the 
number  supplied  by  meter  ;  oould  that  be  given  ? — Dli,  yes. 

457.  Gan  you  say  whether  the  restricting  effect  of  Act  No.  45  of  1882  is  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  earning  out  of  public  works  by  increasing  Municipalities  like 
Mowbray  ? — We  are  restricted  under  the  Act  to  go  in  exoess  of  ten  times  the 
revenue  to  which  we  are  limited,  but  still  we  can  borrow  by  oonsent  of  the  ratepayers, 
but  we  would  have  to  go  to  Parliament. 
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458.  Yes,  but  without  a  special  Act?  — No,  we  are 
previous  year’s  rates. 

459.  So  that  to  carry  out  a  work  costing  beyoml  that 
Parliament  ? — Yes. 


limited  to  ten  times  the 
you  would  have  to  go  to 


460.  So  that  Act  really  is  detrimental  ? — Yes,  there  is  no  doubt  about  that.  I 
think,  however,  that  the  ratepayers  are  generally  prepared  to  grant  loans  for  carrying 
out  necessary  works.  If  a  good  case  is  laid  before  them,  I  have  never  known  them  to 
hesitate  in  the  suburbs.  There  have  been  a  few  queer  cases  in  Cape  Town. 

461.  Mr.  Gurney  ]  When  you  say  detrimental  you  mean  difficult  ? — That  should 
have  been  the  word,  perhaps  ;  that  is,  I  suppose,  what  Mr.  Stewart  really  meant.  I 
mean  detrimental  in  so  far  as  it  delays. 

462.  A  portion  of  the  Liesbeek  River  goes  through  your  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

466.  Have  }rou  ever  had  any  trouble  from  the  effects  of  pollution  in  that  river  ? — 

Yes,  it  has  been  detrimental  to  the  inhabitants,  I  think;  the  river  is  not  used  for  any 
other  than  washing  and  cleaning  purposes,  as  the  water  is  unsuitable,  -and  lower  down 
it  cannot  even  be  used  for  that. 

464.  Years  ago  the  pollution  of  the  !  iesbeek  River  was  a  serious  question ;  an 
enquiry  was  held  and  evidence  taken? — Yes,  there  was  an  Act  passed. 

465.  At  the  present  time,  is  the  condition  of  that  river  fairly  satisfactory  ? — It  is 
not  as  satisfactory  as  it  ought  to  be,  but  that  oannot  be  altered  until  we  have  a  proper 
drainage  scheme. 

466.  Does  the  pollution  come  from  your  own  Municipality  or  from  the  Munici¬ 
palities  higher  up  ? — From  all  more  or  less. 

467.  Then  it  would  be  of  some  value  to  you  if  there  were  some  controlling  body 
dealing  with  the  whole  river ;  the  controlling  bodies  now  are  the  Municipality  who 
pass  on  the  pollution  from  the  one  to  the  other  ? — Yes,  the  pollution  of  the  river  is 
undoubtedly  a  question  of  drainage.  It  would  be  impossible  to  keep  that  river  clean 
until  a  system  of  drainage  has  been  introduced  when  it  could  be  kept  perfectly  clean. 

468.  Mr.  Dyer.']  I  presume  there  is  no  commonage  attached  to  Mowbray  ? — No, 
there  is  no  commonage  at  all. 

469.  Can  you  tell  us  whether  the  farm  Rapenberg  pays  ? — It  has  paid  its  expenses 
fairly  well  hitherto,  and  in  addition  it  has  yielded  us  a  fair  quantity  of  iron  stone  and 
gravel,  the  latter  about  to  the  value  of  half  the  cost  of  the  farm. 

470.  And  a  separate  account  is  kept  of  the  expenditure  and  receipts  ? — An 
account  has  been  kept  of  the  quantity  of  gravel  taken  out. 

471  Is  that  debited  to  any  particular  works? — No. 

472.  But  is  it  impossible  to  tell  us  what  the  revenue  really  is  ? — The  revenue  con¬ 
sists  of  the  rental  of  the  house,  the  sale  price  of  some  sand  (though  not  a  large  quantity), 
some  revenue  from  the  wash  houses,  and  then  in  addition  we  have  had  that  gravel 
taken  out  without  any  depreciation  to  the  value  of  the  farm. 

473.  What  is  the  charge  for  water  per  hundred  gallons  per  day  ? — £2  10s. 

474.  And  what  is  the  charge  per  meter  ?— The  same. 

475.  That  could  not  be  so?— Aou  see  they  give  a  guarantee  to  take  not  less  than 
200  gallons,  for  which  they  pay  £5  per  annum  and  over  and  above  that  they  pay  Is. 
44d.  per  thousand  gallons,  and  also  the  charge  for  meter  rent  which  is  £2  10s.  per 
annum.  This  price  depends  upon  the  size  of  the  meter. 

476.  Dr.  Gregory .]  What  is  the  prime  cost  of  a  meter? — I  don’t  know,  but  it 
would  not  be  more  than  £8  or  £9. 

477.  And  what  is  the  life  of  a  meter  ? — From  five  to  seven  years,  but  all  the  time 
they  have  to  be  kept  in  repair  by  a  meterman. 

478.  Chairman .]  Where  do  you  get  the  water  from  ? — The  major  portion  from 
the  Albion  Spring. 

479.  Where  is  that  ? — At  Rondebosch 

480.  Is  that  below  the  level  of  most  of  your  property  at  Mowbray  ? — Yes,  down 
to  the  level  of  the  river. 

481.  And  you  pump  it  up  ? — Yes. 

482.  Where  to  ? — To  our  reservoir. 

483.  That  is  partly  the  work  of  the  Water  Committee  ? — Yes. 

484.  Have  you  any  idea  what  that  costs  per  annum  ? — I  am  a  member  of  the 
Water  Board,  but  I  do  not  carry  these  figures  in  my  head. 

485.  Have  you  the  whole  of  the  water  of  that  spring  ? — Oh  no,  a  portion  only  ; 
tome  must  go  down  the  river. 

486.  You  say,  I  think,  it  is  five  hundred  thousand  gallons  per  diem? — Yes. 

487.  What  is  the  capacity  of  the  spring  ? — It  yields  something  like  a  million  and 
a  quarter  a  day. 

488.  Has  it  ever  been  measured  ? — Oh,  yes. 
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489.  Is  there  any  other  draw  besides  that  ? — Yes,  there  is  one  other  party  who  has 
the  right  to  take  out  one  hundred  thousand  gallons  per  day.  The  property  belongs  to 
Ohlsson,  hut  has  been  rented  by  Wordon  &  Pegram  :  this  property  is  adjoining  ours 
and  they  pump  it  direct  from  the  spring.  Then  we  have  a  reservoir  in  the  mountain 
receiving  water  from  different  streams  there. 

490.  You  have  a  supply  of  about  one  million  gallons  ? — Oh  yes,  an  average  of 
one  million  and  seventy-five  thousand  gallons. 

491.  And  with  that  you  have  to  supply  the  inhabitants  of  Mowbray,  Claremont, 
Rondeboseh  and  Woodstock  ? — Yes. 

492.  Only  a  part  of  Woodstock? — No,  the  whole.  And  we  supply  the  Railway 
Department  also  with  a  quantity  of,  I  think,  120,000  gallons  a  day. 

493.  Have  you  any  method  of  dividing  the  water  between  the  Municipalities  ?  — 
The  only  place  where  there  is  a  division  actually  is  Woodstock  No.  1.  There  we  have 
one  or  two  meters  indicating  the  supply  to  Woodstock,  for  which  they  pay  in  the 
gross,  and  they  supply  from  that  their  own  people. 

494.  Then  you  are  supplied  as  far  as  possible  equally  ? — Yes,  there  is  no  restraint 
there. 

495.  And  you  have  made  no  arrangement  by  which  one  body  may  receive  a 
greater  supply  than  the  other  ? — Of.ly  the  old  contracts  that  we  made  with  Woodstock 
and  Claremont,  but  as  far  as  I  am  aware  none  of  the  Municipalities  concerned  have 
ever  come  up  to  their  maximum  supply. 

496.  I  may  take  it  that  you  are  not  satisfied  with  the  supply  you  get  from  the 
spring  as  you  went  to  Steenbras  River  ? — We  will  require  much  more  ;  the  Peninsula 
has  been  increasing  to  such  an  extent  in  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  that  in  the  near 
future  we  will  require  a  far  larger  supply  of  water  than  we  have  got,  and  it  is  to  meet 
this  expected  increased  demand  that  we  wish  to  make  provision. 

497.  Suppose  the  inhabitants  want  to  complaiu  about  the  shortage  of  water,  to 
whom  would  they  complain  ? — To  the  Committee. 

498.  And  have  the  down  Council  of  Mowbray  ever  had  to  remonstrate  with  the 
Committee  on  the  supply  of  water? — No,  we  have  been  very  fairly  dealt  with ;  I  think 
all  the  customers  have  been  fairly  dealt  with,  and  there  has  been  no  feeling  of 
jealousy  or  anything  of  that  sort. 

499.  On  the  whole  the  scheme  works  very  smoothly  between  them  ? — Yes,  there 
is  no  friction.  This  question  is  perhaps  fittingly  connected  with  the  Oliphants  River 
Scheme  which  Woodstock  wants  entirely  to  themselves. 

500.  If  any  of  these  Municipalities  wish  to  get  out  of  the  present  arrangement, 
could  it  be  done  ? — I  see  no  reason  why  not ;  they  could  arbitrate. 

501.  Would  you  be  prepared  to  pay  Woodstock  anything  to  go  out  of  your 
scheme,  or  would  you  expect  to  be  paid  ? — Well,  seeing  that  they  paid  nothing  to  come 
in,  why  should  they  be  paid  to  go  out  ? 

502.  But  they  get  water  ? — And  we  are  willing  to  supply  them. 

503.  Suppose  they  stop  taking  water  ? — If  they  should  not  be  receiving  our  water, 
we  should  have  more. 

504.  Well,  then  on  that  account  should  not  you  pay  them  something  ?— Well, 
hitherto  they  pay  for  what  they  receive  ;  if  they  don’t  receive  anything,  then  they 
don’t  pay. 

505.  Generally,  if  any  of  these  Municipalities  wished  to  withdraw  from  this 
arrangement,  they  are  at  liberty  to  do  so  ? — There  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not ; 
it  is  a  simple  matter  for  arbitration  as  to  whether  they  should  pay  or  whether  they 
should  be  paid,  because  there  will  still  be  the  cost  of  the  laying  of  the  pipes.  As  an 
illustration,  supposing  Mowbray  wanted  to  withdraw,  the  pipes  would  still  go  through 
the  Municipality  to  Woodstock  to  supply  them  with  their  water,  so  that  it  would 
undoubtedly  be  a  question  for  arbitration. 

506.  Then  at  whose  expense  are  new  pipes  laid  down? — Now? 

507.  Yes? — By  the  Committee  of  the  Suburban  Water  Works. 

50S.  Mr.  D>/er.~\  And  it  belongs  to  them  ? — Yes,  they  have  the  right  from  the 
concession  to  lay  down  water  pipes. 

509.  Chairman .]  Have  they  to  consult  you  about  cutting  up  the  streets  ? — They 
simply  give  us  notice  and  we  give  permission. 

510.  It  was  said  that  your  water  charge  is  rather  high?— 1  don’t  think  it  is  an 
excessive  charge  ;  you  pay  two  pouuds  per  hundred  gallons  per  day  in  Cape  Town. 

511.  Mr.  Gurney. J  You  are  the  Board  elected  by  the  Council? — Each  Couucil 
elects  two  men  to  represent  it ;  the  person  must  either  be  a  Councillor  or  he  must  be  a 
ratepayer. 

512.  That  gives  you  eight  members? — Yes. 

513.  And  then  you  elect  your  own  Chairman  ? — Yes. 
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£>14.  And  that  is  then  the  governing  body  ? — Yes. 

515.  There  has  not  been  a  scarcity  of  water  since  this  Committee  was  appointed 
•  as  far  as  Mowbray  is  concerned  ? — This  year  I  think  for  about  three  or  four  nights 

some  of  the  pressure  was  taken  off,  and  that  is  the  only  shortage  of  water  we  have  had 
during  this  last  summer. 

516.  During  all  this  time  has  there  been  any  difficulty  in  getting  members  of 
your  Council  to  become  members  of  this  Board  ? — Not  at  all. 

517.  Chairman.']  They  are  very  anxious  to  become  members  ?  —  I  don’t  know  ;  it 
throws  a  good  deal  of  work  upon  them. 

518.  Mr.  Gurney.]  There  is  no  fee  attached  to  it? — No,  ratepayers  may  have  a 
fee  but  Councillors  are  not  paid ;  up  to  the  present  time  only  one  gentleman  who  is  not 
a  Councillor  has  been  on  the  Board,  but  to  my  knowledge  no  one  lias  ever  received  any 
remuneration  for  his  services. 

519.  Dr.  Gregory.]  As  Mayor  of  Mowbray,  are  you  satisfied  with  the  water  supply 
as  it  now  stands  ? — I  am  satisfied  if  we  can  keep  up  the  supply,  but  I  am  afraid  that 
the  supply  will  very  soon  be  too  small  for  the  inhabitants,  as  they  are  increasing 
rapidly. 

520.  Are  they  increasing  more  rapidly  now  than  they  were? — Well  I  don’t  know 
that,  but  we  had  five  years  ago  the  same  quantity  of  water  that  we  have  now,  and  the 
population  increases,  but  the  quantity  of  water  does  not  increase. 

521.  But  at  present  you  are  satisfied  that  it  is  sufficient  ? — As  we  have  it  to-day 
we  are  all  supplied. 

522.  How  many  houses  are  there  in  the  Town  of  Mowbray  ? — I  think  from  about 
twelve  hundred  to  fourteen  hundred. 

523.  And  they  all  take  water  ? — Nearly  all. 

524.  But  I  understood  you  to  say  a  little  while  ago  that  there  was  little  space  left 
for  building  in  your  Municipality  ? — There  are  no  large  properties  to  be  sub-divided, 
as  all  the  land  has  already  been  sub-divided. 

525.  How  many  new  houses  can  still  be  placed  there  ? — Some  hundreds.  We 
have  not  much  scope  for  building ;  we  cannot  go  higher  up  as  Mr.  Rhodes’  property 
adjoins,  and  we  cannot  go  much  lower  down  to  the  Flats  either,  as  there  we  would  get 
into  Rondebosch. 

526.  Then  practically  as  far  as  your  Municipality  is  concerned  your  future  supply 
will  not  be  much  greater  thain  what  it  is  now  ? — We  calculate  about  double. 

527.  If  you  have  fourteen  hundred  houses  now,  and  you  get  about  one- third 
increase,  you  will  need  about  two  million  gallons  of  water  per  day  ? — Yes 

528.  Do  you  consider  that  you  pump  annually  about  349  million  gallons,  which  is 
about  one  million  a  day  ? — Yes,  but  we  have  mountain  springs. 

529.  Then  practically  you  have  one  million  gallons  a  day  running  to  waste  ? — 
We  must  be  supplying  more  than  that ;  we  are  not  dependent  entirely  upon  the  pump¬ 
ing,  there  are  streams  constantly  running  in. 

530.  Chairman.]  The  spring  is  not  the  only  source  ? — Oh  no,  we  have  recently 
spent  a  good  deal  of  money  in  bringing  in  new  streams,  that  is  within  the  last  month 
or  six  weeks. 

531.  Dr.  Gregory.]  You  say  that  it  will  be  possible  for  one  of  the  four  combined 
Municipalities  to  withdraw  from  this  arrangement,  but  I  take  it  that  it  will  have  to  be 
done  with  the  consent  of  the  other  Municipalities  ? — Naturally,  it  will  be  a  question  for 
arbitration. 

532.  Arbitration  as  far  as  the  financial  part  of  it  goes  ? — Yes. 

533.  But  no  member  could  withdraw  without  the  consent  of  the  others  ? — No,  1 
should  think  not. 

534.  If  one  or  two  were  to  withdraw  would  you  then  have  sufficient  water  for 
your  needs  ? — We  should  have  an  increased  quantity  as  far  as  it  will  go  for  new  houses 
that  may  be  built  hereafter,  but  that  would  not  last  us  very  long 

535.  But  then  you  are  supplying  them  with  nearly  one-third  of  your  water  ? — I 
suppose  it  is  very  nearly  that,  but  the  other  three  municipalities  are  increasing  so  very 
rapidly  that  it  will  very  soon  be  consumed.  There  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  getting 
an  augmentation  from  a  farm. 

536.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  the  history  of  the  Steenbras  River  scheme  ? — 
Yes,  it  started  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Councils  of  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray ;  it  was 
before  the  purchase  of  the  Waterworks;  we  were  consulting  about  the  water  question. 
I  mooted  the  Steenbras  River  scheme  and  suggested  that  it  was  worth  our  while  to 
look  into  it.  The  result  was  that  Mr.  Syfret,  who  also  knew  something  of  it,  and  I 
were  asked  to  go  down  and  inspect  the  Steenbras  River.  We  brought  up  our  report 
and  then  the  Councils  went  down  and  examined  it  jointly.  Besides  we  had  reports  from 
Mr.  Struben’s  son,  an  engineer,  and  there  was  also  a  report  from  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe, 
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P  who  acted  for  Mr.  Rhodes,  which  Engineer  Wibon  had  prepared,  and  we  also  got  Mr. 

Stewart  to  go  down  and  give  us  his  opinion  ;  the  reports  were  all  favourable  and  we 
purchased  the  place  from  Mr.  Stanford. 

537.  Were  all  the  reports  favourable  you  say  ? — Yes  and  very  muoh  alike.  Sir 
Charles  Metcalfe  gave  a  larger  quantity  than  the  others. 

538.  What  was  the  quantity  estimated  ? — I  don’t  know. 

539.  Could  you  put  in  these  reports  ? — Yes,  I  see  no  objection. 

540.  How  came  you  to  be  misled  in  supposing  that  Mr.  Stanford’s  farm  governed 
the  whole  supply  ? — A  surveyor  had  gone  down  to  survey  and  was  told  that  there  was 
Government  ground  and  another  farm  which  Struben  had  purchased  ;  then  Struben 
had  his  farm  'surveyed  and  found  that  he  had  not  the  full  area,  and  the  amount 
would  have  to  be  made  up  by  taking  in  a  greater  part  of  Kogel  Bay,  and  the  boundary 
came  down  to  the  river.  We  then  had  to  make  arrangements  and  had  the  offer  of 
Stanford’s  Farm  and  Kogel  Bay. 

.541.  And  you  say  Struben  offered  all  his  rights  to  the  river  at? — £23,000,  that 
is  to  say  the  half  of  Kogel  Bay  Farm  to  the  skyline,  so  that  we  had  the  whole 
of  the  water  area  on  that  side,  and  the  Government  had  promised  us  also  the  land 
surrounding  the  basin  with  the  right  as  well  of  carrying  our  pipes  from  the  Steenbras 
River  down  to  Gordon’s  Bay  over  the  Government  ground. 

542.  I  don’t  quite  understand  the  exact  relationships  between  Kogel  Bay  Farm, 
and  what  was  supposed  Government  land,  and  Struben ’s  Farm,  as  to  how  they  occupy 
the  supply  ? — Stanford’s  Farm  lies  from  the  mouth  of  the  gorge  up  the  valley,  and 
between  the  boundary  of  that  farm  and  the  Kogel  Bay  Farm  there  was  a  slip  of 
Government  land  which  gave  access  to  the  river  and  also  to  the  ground  where 
reservoirs  would  have  to  be  supplied.  Mr.  Stewart  knows  the  locality.  Mr.  Struben’s 
farm  borders  on  the  river  so  that  he  has  a  certain  right  to  the  water,  but  he  would 
have  to  bring  it  on  to  his  land  ;  and  we  get  all  his  right  to  the  water  and  the  water¬ 
shed  for  this  £23,000. 

543.  When  did  Mr.  Struben  purchase  Kogel  Bay  ? — About  the  same  time  as  we 
purchased. 

544.  Had  his  boundaries  been  as  they  were  supposed  to  be  it  would  not  have 
affected  you  ?  -  No,  not  to  any  great  extent. 

545.  Mr.  Gurney.]  Would  he  not  still  have  riparian  rights  ? — He  would  have  the 
right  to  the  river,  but  he  could  not  take  an  ounce  of  it  out  because  of  the  slopes.  In 
any  case,  it  would  have  been  a  matter  in  which  we  should  have  been  bound  to  do 
something.  The  offer  includes  the  whole  of  the  watersheds  and  the  right  to  the 
Steenbras  River. 

546.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Do  you  know  what  he  paid  for  the  farm  ? — I  think  it  was 

£12,000. 

547.  So  that  he  is  giving  you  half  and  charging  you  twioe  as  much  ? — That  is  a 
commercial  transaction. 

548.  And  he  bought  at  the  time  you  were  negotiating  ? — Yes. 

549.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that  he  had  knowledge  which  you  did  not  have  as  to 
the  real  boundaries  of  the  farm  ? — I  doubt  whether  he  had  then,  but  it  is  clear  that  we 
cannot  do  without  the  two  farms,  because  we  must  have  the  upper  one  to  prevent 
pollution,  and  with  Kogel  Bay  he  had  a  certain  right  to  the  water 

550.  But  it  was  really  a  slip  of  Government  ground  ? — Yes. 

551.  Mr.  Gurney.']  Was  that  the  Mr.  Struben  who  was  employed  as  engineer? — 
No,  his  son,  but  we  did  not  employ  him. 

552.  Dr.  Gregory.]  You  are  aware  of  the  different  schemes  which  have  been 
advanced  for  the  supply  of  water  for  the  different  municipalities  ? — Yes,  I  kuow  most 
of  the  schemes.  I  suggested  one  myself  some  years  ago  which  will  still  come 

553.  And  from  your  knowledge  which  do  you  consider  to  be  the  best  of  them  all  ? 
— I  think  the  Steenbras  River ;  I  think  it  is  more  feasible  that  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek, 
which  I  am  afraid  will  land  the  purchasers  with  no  end  of  litigation,  as  there  are  no 
end  of  riparian  rights  along  the  Berg  River,  as  everybody  must  know,  right  down  to 
Saldanha  Bay.  .  At  the  Steenbras  River  there  are  no  riparian  rights;  only  the  right  of 
Struben. 

554.  £23,000  would  give  you  all  the  control  ? — Yes,  the  whole. 

555.  As  far  as  leading  it  to  the  Peninsula  is  concerned  is  it  in  your  opinion 
equally  accessible  ? — I  think  so ;  but  of  course  it  is  an  engineering  question. 

556.  Mr.  Gurney.]  Has  it  been  gone  into  ? — Yes,  we  have  had  Mr.  Stewart’s  report 
on  that. 

557.  Is  there  a  rough  estimate  of  what  it  is  likely  to  cost  ? — Yes,  that  we  can 
supply  you  with  and  also  with  the  report. 

558.  Dr.  Gregory.]  The  supply  from  the  Steenbras  would  supply  all  your  needs  ? 

— Yes,  it  would. 
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559.  How  far  do  you  think  it  would  go  towards  other  municipalities  ? — I  think  it 
would  be  better  to  have  that  report  before  you,  for  then  you  will  find  that  we  can  go 
on  to  some  sis  or  seven  millions  a  day,  but  it  depends  entirely  upon  the  height  we 
build  tbe  reservoir.  The  mountain  is  so  constructed  as  if  it  were  really  made  for 
the  purpose ;  it  requires  no  real  extent  of  wall ;  the  higher  you  go  with  it  the  larger 
quantity  of  water  oan  be  supplied. 

560.  Supposing  the  Steenbras  River  scheme  were  introduced  into  the  Municipality, 
how  would  that  effect  the  Waterworks  in  which  you  have  an  asset  and  a  liability  to  the 
extent  of  one-fourth  ? — Our  idea  is  that  the  present  Committee  would  take  it  over  and 
they  are  willing.  As  far  as  our  water  supply  will  he  concerned,  we  have  already  been 
approached  with  a  view  of  supplying  all  the  villages  along  the  road ;  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Somerset  West  spoke  to  me  the  other  day.  De  Beers  would,  I  understand, 
also  take  water  from  us,  and  the  villages  along  the  new  railway  will  be  growing. 

561.  That  is,  outside  your  Municipality  ? —Yes,  but  we  can  supply  them. 

562.  How  will  it  financially  affect  your  present  Waterworks? — I  think  it  will  be 
an  improvement  ultimately,  because  we  shall  have  a  larger  supply,  for  I  am  sure  the 
water  we  have  now  won’t  be  sufficient  in  two  years  to  come. 

563.  Practically  it  resolves  itself  into  this :  that  you  require  a  common  Water 
Board  to  look  after  the  water  arrangements  of  your  neighbourhood  ? — That  is  what  we 
have  now,  a  common  Board  between  the  Councils. 

561.  And  any  fresh  scheme,  should  that  be  in  the  hands  of  a  common  Board  ?  — 

Yes. 

565.  Otherwise,  you  would  get  into  financial  difficulties  ? — Yes,  for  certain  ;  they 
would  be  at  cross  purposes.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Committee  would  be  able  to  do 
what  is  right  in  the  matter.  Our  sole  object  is  the  benefit  of  the  community;  we  don’t 
want  to  make  money. 

566.  But  so  far  from  having  a  number  of  separate  schemes,  you  would  strongly 
advocate  your  present  scheme  ? — I  would  prefer  it. 

567.  To  take  in  a  larger  area  and  a  larger  number  of  municipalities,  and  what¬ 
ever  scheme  is  finally  adopted,  it  should  be  under  one  controlling  body? — We  don’t 
want  to  take  Cape  Town  in. 

567(a).  'i  hen  do  I  take  it  that  you  wish  to  include  everything  except  Cape  Town  ? 
— I  say  Cape  Town  must  remain  out. 

568.  Mr.  Gurney.']  Do  you  want  to  take  Woodstock  in  ?— No,  I  think  we  should 
remain  as  we  are — Rondebosch,  Claremont,  and  Mowbray;  and  Woodstock  might  have 
their  own  scheme. 

569.  What  is  your  objection  to  taking  Woodstock  into  any  scheme  ? — We  would 
have  no  objection  if  Woodstock  will  bring  us  into  the  Oliphants  Hoek  scheme,  but  they 
want  to  keep  that  to  themselves. 

570.  Is  not  that  an  argument  that  you  should  have  one  common  controlling  body 
for  all  ? — I  don’t  think  so  ;  what  we  want  is  that  there  should  be  a  good  supply,  and 
that  it  should  be  properly  administered. 

571.  Then  I  understand  from  a  business  point  of  view  you  think  that  whatever 
scheme  is  adopted  should  be  under  one  controlling  body  and  should  supply  as  large  an 
area  as  possible,  but  that  you  would  rather  not  have  to  negotiate  with  Woodstock  and 
Cape  Town  ? — That  is  so,  my  opinion  is  — and  I  have  expressed  the  opinion  often — 
that  the  Steenbras  River  supply  should  go  to  these  three  Municipalities  and  supply 
between  that  and  Gordon’s  Bay  ;  that  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  should  supply  Woodstock, 
Maitland,  Milnerton,  Durban  Road  and  those  places ;  and  that  Cape  Town  should  go 
to  Witriver  for  their  supply.  This  I  have  urged  long  ago. 

572.  Chairman.]  Where  is  the  Witriver  ? — Just  above  Wellington.  It  runs 
through  Bain’s  Kloof. 

573.  Is  that  a  tributary  of  the  Berg  River  or  Breede  River  ? — The  Breede  River. 

574.  Then  you  say  they  would  have  to  have  separate  mains  all  along  ?— Yes,  they 
could  get  water  out  of  that  which  would  be  enough  for  the  whole  concern. 

575.  Yes,  but  do  you  consider  that  they  could  put  it  all  into  one  main.  Or  would 
they  have  to  run  three  mains  to  the  Peninsula  ? — I  should  run  three  mains  from  three 
different  places.  I  should  run  a  main  from  Steenbras  River,  from  Oliphants  Hoek, 
and  from  Witriver. 

576.  Will  they  each  take  separate  courses  to  the  Peninsula  ? — Of  course.  Steenbras 
would  go  from  Gordon’s  Bay  across  the  Flats;  Oliphants  Hoek  would  go  down 
through  Kraaifontein  past  Durban  Road,  and  vVitteriver  very  much  the  same  course. 

577.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Then  Durban  Road  could  be  supplied  by  either  ?  Practically 
one  main  would  do  for  these  two  schemes  ? — I  think  they  would  have  to  be  so  large 
that  it  would  not  be  very  practicable. 

578.  Chairman.]  You  see  a  difficulty  in  combining  mains  because  you  have 
different  objectives  ? — Yes. 
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579.  Mr.  Di/er.~\  At  present  you  have  the  exclusive  right  under  the  Act  ? — Yes,  s-  ^ 'unkm 

so  long  as  we  have  the  water  to  supply  we  have  the  exclusive  right,  that  is  under  the  ‘  — 

first  concession  or  agreement  between  Claremont  and  Woodstock.  llth  APnl>  1<JU'2 

580.  So  that  any  other  scheme  would  have  to  be  given  to  you  first  ? — Under  the 
first  agreement  that  was  made. 

581.  Mr  Stewart.  ]  Besides  the  report  that  you  have  mentioned  will  you  also 
furnish  the  Commission  with  all  the  plans  and  other  documents  connected  with  it  ? — 

Yes. 


MONDAY,  14th  APRIL,  1902. 


Present  : 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman). 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 
Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 


Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E  de  Villiers. 
Mr.  T.  N.  Dyer. 


Mr.  Samuel  Tonkin  further  examined. 

582  Chairman .]  You  gave  us  a  lot  of  interesting  information  generally  about  nth  ^  firil .13  '2. 
the  administration  of  Municipal  affairs  at  Mowbray  on  Friday  last,  and  I  would  like  a 
little  further  information  on  the  general  condition  of  Mowbray.  I  would  like  to 
know  whether  there  are  many  coloured  people  there  ? — Yes,  a  good  many. 

583.  And  are  they  owners  of  property  there  ? — Yes,  some  of  them  own  property. 

584.  What  occupations  do  they  generally  follow?- -A  variety  of  occupations  ; 
many  of  them  are  brickmakers  employed  in  the  brick-fields  ;  some  are  harness-makers  ; 
some  arc  masons  ;  others  have  carts  and  vehicles  ;  and  some  are  builders,  and  so  on. 

Almost  everything  that  you  can  think  of. 

585.  Now,  what  would  be  the  average  style  of  property  which  they  occupy  as  far 
as  the  value  is  concerned  ? — Most  of  them  occupy  small  properties,  averaging  I  should 
say  from  thirty  shillings  to  £2  10s.  per  month  in  rent. 

586.  The  capital  value  of  the  property  would  be  about  three  to  four  hundred 
pounds  ? — Yes,  I  should  say  from  two  hundred  to  thi-ee  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

587.  And  are  they  generally  the  owners  of  such  property  ? — Not  generally ;  some 
of  them  are. 

588.  Most  of  them  are  tenants  ? — Yes. 

589.  Would  the  bulk  of  that  property  be  owned  in  Mowbray? — Not  by  coloured 
people. 

590.  No,  but  by  Europeans? — Yes,  most  of  them  are  owners  within  the 
Municipality. 

591.  All  these  men  have  votes  or  rather  can  have  them  under  the  Municipal  Act  ? 

— Oh,  yes. 

592.  And  these  men  just  referred  to,  are  they  qualified  to  be  voters  for  Municipal 
purposes  ? — I  don’t  think  very  many,  comparatively  speaking,  because  a  very  large 
proportion  of  them  are  coloured  labourers,  and  they  would  probably  not  have  the 
necessary  qualification. 

593.  Are  any  of  them  qualified  to  be  Councillors  ? — Some  of  the  coloured  people 
have  a  sufficient  qualification  for  becoming  Councillors. 

594.  Do  they  take  any  interest  iu  Municipal  matters? — According  to  what  their 
employers  press  upon  them  principally,  except  of  course  those  who  are  actually 
proprietors  of  property. 

595.  They  have  voted  at  Municipal  elections  ? — Yes. 

596.  And  do  they  roll  up  at  Municipal  meetings  convened  for  ratepayers  ? — 

Very  few. 

597.  Are  they  increasing  in  Mowbray  ? — Not  very  rapidly  ;  and  they  are  not 
likely  to  inorease  there  to  any  very  large  extent.  We  find  that  the  coloured  people 
are  getting  outside  the  Municipalities  as  much  as  they  can. 

£  2 
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Mr-  598.  With  reference  to  your  Councillors  ;  those  who  generally  become  Councillors, 

'Ionian.  Rre  raeu  wllose  business  would  be  in  Cape  Town  but  who  reside  in  Mowbray,  or  n 

14th  April,  1902.  are  they  men  carrying  on  business  and  residing  in  Mowbray  ? — The  majority  have 
their  business  in  Cape  Town,  but  we  have  about  four  or  five  builders  in  our  Council. 

599.  Then  it  would  appear  that  the  majority  of  the  Councillors  are  builders  P— 

Yes,  five  out  of  nine. 

600.  And  these  gentlemen  are  carrying  on  business,  some  in  Cape  Town  and 
some  in  Mowbray  ? — Yes. 

601.  Have  you  ever  any  difficulty  in  getting  men  to  become  Councillors  ? — No, 
we  have  never  had  occasion  to  call  a  second  time  for  nominations. 

602.  There  is  generally  a  keen  contest  for  seats  on  the  Board  P — Sometimes  yes, 
but  then  we  have  sometimes  had  elections  when  there  lias  been  no  opposition. 

603.  Speaking  generally,  is  there  any  considerable  interest  taken  in  Municipal 
matters  in  Mowbray  ? — Yes. 

604.  A  growing  interest  P — Yes,  it  has  been  growing  for  the  last  four  or  five 
years. 

605.  Do  you  own  any  part  of  what  is  oalled  Rosebank  ? — A  portion  of  Rosebank 
is  in  Mowbray  and  a  portion  also  in  Rondebosch,  but  these  are  merely  postal  deliveries. 

606.  Your  Municipality  runs  through  Rosebank  does  it  not  ? — It  runs  outside  of 
the  Rosebank  station  ;  our  boundary  is  on  this  side  of  the  station. 

607.  And  you  have  a  portion  of  Observatory  Road  ? — Yes,  exactly  in  the  same 

way. 

608.  Now,  you  spoke  about  the  farm  Rapenberg  the  other  day  ;  I  think  you  said 
that  it  was  because  you  found  the  area  of  available  land  was  so  small  that  you  bought 
that  farm  P — Yes,  principally  because  we  had  noplace  where  we  could  carry  on  sanitary 
operations. 

609.  Are  there  any  other  farms  available  for  the  same  purpose  P — No,  it  was  the 
only  one. 

610.  All  the  other  land  there  is  in  the  hands  of  other  parties  ? — Yes. 

I  wish  to  correct  what  I  said  last  Friday  about  the  population  ;  I  calculate  that 
our  population  will  increase  from  about  twenty  to  thirty  thousand — that  is  pretty  well 
near  treble  what  we  are  now — in  twenty  or  twenty-five  years.  I  find  that  there 
will  be  much  more  laud  available  for  building  purposes  than  what  I  stated  in  my 
evidence. 

611.  I  he  population  will  be  treble,  you  say  ? — Yes,  treble  whaf'it  is  now. 

With  reference  to  what  I  said  the  other  day  about  the  water  coming's  in  three 
mains ;  my  reason  for  that  statement  is  that  the  main  for  the  Steenbras  River  scheme 
would  come  from  Grordon’s  Bav  to  the  main  road  somewhere  near  Somerset  West ;  it 
will  then  be  taken  along  the  main  road  to  Eerste  River,  and  then  take  some  line 
to  the  new  Klipfontein  road,  and  then  all  along  that  road  to  Rondebosch  ;  going  in  a 
straight  line  I  thought  would  be  a  great  advantage  ;  the  distance  with  the°  junction  of 
the  Oliphants  Hoek  scheme  at  Durban  Road  would  be  about  three  or  four  miles.  Then 
I  also  thought  that  if  you  had  only  one  main  and  that  got  out  of  order  you  jjwould  be 
stuck,  whereas  the  three  mains  would  between  them  enable  you  to  tide  over  during 
any  temporary  interruption  of  one  or  other  of  them. 

612.  Dr.  Gregory].  When  did  you  first  contemplate  the  Steenbras  River  scheme  ? 

— I  cannot  fix  the  time,  but  1  think  about  four  years  ago. 

6 13.  And  when  did  you  first  contemplate  jointly  taking  over  the  waterworks  ? — It 
was  mooted  when  Woodstock  and  Claremont  first  began  to  claim  the  right  of  taking  it 
over. 

614.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? — I  suppose  between  two  or  three  years ;  I  have 
not  got  the  dates. 

615.  Then  you  really  went  in  for  taking  over  the  waterworks  after  starting  the 
Steenbras  River  scheme  p — Oh  yes,  long  before  that  we  had  decided  upon  joining 
Woodstock  and  Claremont ;  we  only  came  in  when  the  time  for  our  doing  so  had 
nearly  expired. 

616.  Supposing  you  could  have  carried  the  Steenbras  River  scheme  promptly, 
would  you  still  have  taken  over  the  Cape  District  waterworks  P — I  think  we  should . 

617.  You  think  in  any  case  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  take  over  the  water¬ 
works  whatever  scheme  came  afterwards  ? — Yes,  that  has  been  my  opinion  all  through. 

I  was  asked  the  other  day  whether  we  could  supply  the  reports  in  these  matters  ; 

I  now  put  in  a  report  by  Mr.  Stewart  on  the  Steenbras  River  scheme.  [Report  put 
in.  Appendix.]  The  plans  I  think  Mr.  Stewart  must  have  ;  we  have  only  tracings. 

With  regard  to  the  other  two  referred  to,  the  one  was  handed  to  Mr.  Struben  almost  at 
once  again,  because  we  thought  it  proper  to  do  so ;  the  other  one,  supplied  by 
Mr.  Rhodes,  was  given  us  with  the  dist’-uct  understanding  that  the  terms  should  not 
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be  made  public  without  his  authority,  and  without  the  consent  of  Sir  Charles  Metoalfe  Mr. 
we  could  not  give  that;  but  what  we  have  handed  in  contains  everything.  Samuel  Tonkin. 

618.  Who  was  Mr.  Struben,  junior,  employed  by? — No  one,  lie  did  the  thing  of  14th  April,  1902. 
his  own  accord. 

619.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Referring  to  the  report  by  Mr.  Stewart  on  this  question,  what 
was  the  total  quantity  which  he  said  you  could  get  from  the  catchment  area  of  the 
Steenbras  River  ? — The  total  quantity  I  think  is  six  thousand  million  gallons  ;  that 
would  represent  the  contents  of  the  reservoir,  aud  would  cover  an  acreage  of  827,  and 
equal  to  a  supply  of  17,000,000  daily. 

620.  Chairman.']  Would  that  mean  the  quautity  of  water  flowing  from  the  area 
drained  by  the  river  ? — No,  that  is  the  quantity  that  the  reservoir  will  contain. 

621.  Mr.  Stewart.]  But  that  is  the  estimate  of  the  quantity  that  will  come  off  the 
catchment  area,  and  then  the  reservoir  will  be  built  to  contain  that  quantity  ? — Well, 
the  reservoir  would  be  90  feet  above  the  stream  ;  there  are  827  acres.  I  suppose  that 
would  then  be  the  storage  capacity  of  the  reservoir. 

622.  Is  there  any  data  given  to  warrant  the  assumption  fhat  that  quantity  of 
water  would  be  available  for  the  reservoir  ? — It  is  given  somewhere ;  a  lot  of  water 
will  still  be  running  away. 

623.  Well,  how  much  would  that  compute  to  daily,  roughly  ? — That  I  think 
would  give  you  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  million. 

624.  Then  in  answer  to  Dr.  Gregory  you  stated  seventy  million  gallons  a  day  ? 

— That  would  depend  upon  the  height  of  the  reservoir  ;  we  calculated  about  90  feet. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  available  per  day  would  depend  upon  the  amount  of 
storage  provided. 

625.  Were  any  surveys  of  the  relative  boundaries  of  the  farms  made  for  you 
before  you  acted  in  the  matter  ? — We  had  the  boundaries  of  Mr.  Stauford’s  farm 
pointed  out  to  us  and  they  were  given  accurately. 

626.  Then  how  did  it  come  about  that  Mr.  Struben  afterwards  discovered  that 
his  boundaries  oame  into  this  farm  ? — The  Kogel  Bay  farm  includes  the  mountain 
from  the  sea  side  ;  over  the  mountain  into  the  Kogel  Bay  was  the  Steenbras  River 
valley.  According  to  the  old  beacons  of  Struben,  it  was  far  beyond  Mr.  Stanford’s 
boundary  on  the  mountain  side.  Had  they  given  the  correct  area  then  there  would 
have  been  Government  land  between  the  two  farms,  but  in  taking  the  survey  of  Kogel 
Bay  farm,  Mr.  Marais  found  that  he  had  not  the  area  given  in  the  transfer  or  in  the 
title  deed  ;  then  Mr.  Struben  applied  to  the  Government  for  an  ameuded  title  deed, 
and  the  boundary  was  then  extended  on  that  side  towards  Mr.  Stanford’s  farm.  That 
was  how  it  came  about.  There  was  according  to  the  old  diagram  aud  according  to  the 
old  beacons  a  slip  of  Government  ground  between  Stanford’s  farm  and  Kogel  Bay 
farm.  Mr.  Marais  made  the  survey,  and  it  would  appear  that  some  of  the  land  there 
is  practically  worthless  ;  at  any  rate  it  was  stated  by  a  gentleman  that  it  was  in  these 
rugged  parts  not  worth  more  than  three  pence  an  acre. 

627.  The  short  and  the  long  of  that  is  that  there  was  a  confliot  between  the 
diagrams  ? — There  was  a  conflict  or  rather  a  shortage  in  the  diagram  of  Mr.  Struben. 

628.  You  told  us  that  you  knew  something  ®of  the  Steenbras  River  before?  Do  • 
you  know  the  district  northward  from  there,  say  to  Tulbagh,  and  do  you  know  whether 

there  are  other  sources  of  water  supply  iu  that  range  of  mountains  oapable  of  yielding 
sufficient  for  the  Municipalities  ?  -From  what  I  know  of  the  place  I  don’t  know  of 
any  in  that  range.  There  is  a  stream  towards  the  Palmiet  River  side  but  that  would 
not  be  of  much  use. 

629.  Did  Mr.  Stewart  take  some  gaugings  of  the  Steenbras  River  ? — Yes. 

630.  Up  to  what  date  were  they  taken? — Up  to  the  30th  June,  1899. 

631.  Have  any  gauges  since  that  date  been  taken  ? — No,  no  gauging  since. 

632.  None  taken  in  the  dry  seasons  since? — Not  sinoe ;  this  commenced  on  the 
first  of  March,  the  driest  part  of  the  season. 

633.  Of  one  season  ?—  Yes. 

634.  Have  any  gaugings  beeu  taken  of  the  subsequent  dry  seasons? — No. 

635.  Have  you  looked  into  the  question  of  cost,  or  have  you  been  advised  what 
the  cost  of  three  mains  to  carry  the  same  quantity  of  water  that  one  main  oould  oarry 
would  amount  to  ? — No. 

636.  Would  you  be  astonished  to  hear  that  practically  it  would  add  50  per  cent, 
to  the  cost? — But  the  Steenbras  River  main  and  the  <  diphant’s  Hoek  main  could  not 
possibly  join  till  they  came  to  Durban  Road. 

637.  I  am  presuming  that  there  would  be  one  source  to  supply  all  the  needs  ? — 

In  that  case  it  goes  without  saying,  Mr.  Stewart. 

638.  And  it  would  be  better  if  we  could  get  one  source  for  the  whole  district,  a/ 
the  cost  in  the  three  would  be  50  per  cent,  higher  than  iu  the  one  ? — It  would  be  i 
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M>.  the  water  oould  be  brought  to  one  spot  and  there  is  no  disposal  of  it  on  the  way ;  hut 
if  you  could  supply  water  on  the  way  I  think  the  income  derived  from  that  would  he  a- 
nth  April.  mo2.  considerable  advantage,  and  cover  the  50  per  oent.  upon  i  lie  cost. 

639.  Dr.  Grejory.]  As  long  as  the  water  is  consumed  you  will  get  the  revenue 
from  it  whether  it  is  consumed  at  Somerset  Strand,  Durbauville  or  any  other  place  ? 
— Yes,  if  we  have  a  larger  area  to  supply,  we  would  supply  a  larger  quantity  of  water, 
and  the  profits  would  be  greater. 

640  Mr.  Gurney.]  You  said  that  -Mr.  Struhen  had  offered  his  farm  for 
£23,000  to  the  Councils,  is  that  a  firm  offer  that  holds  good  still? — Well,  I 
don’t  think  it.  would  quite  hold  good  now. 

641.  You  have  it  not  in  writing? — We  had  a  letter  which  does  not  exactly  fix  the 
period,  but  he  said  something  in  his  letter  to  the  effect  that  the  value  would  increase  as 
there  is  interest  to  be  considered  and  the  expenditure  was  increasing,  but  I  may  say 
that  the  £23,000  is  not  only  for  the  Kogel  Bay  farm,  but  for  the  two  other  farms 
above  Stanford’s  as  well. 

642.  But  you  don’t  know  that  tSie  r'ffer  of  the  £23,000  holds  good  to-day  ?— -No, 
I  don’t  think  it  would,  I  think  he  will  want  more  now  than  two  years  ago  as  there  has 
been  the  accumulated  interest,  and  then  there  is  a  lawsuit  pending  still. 

643.  So  really  it  is  quite  indefinite  what  he  would  take  now  ? — Yes,  but  I  think 
it  is  likely  that  he  will  be  glad  to  sell  it  even  now  for  the  £23,000. 

644.  Dr.  Gregory.]  What  is  the  uature  of  the  iawsuit? — When  Struben  applied 
for  the  amended  title,  we  opposed  it,  through  the  Glovernment,  of  course,  as  we  could 
not  do  it  any  other  way,  but  we  guaranteed  the  Government  that  if  they  went  on  with 
the  case,  we  would  defray  the  cost  of  the  trial.  The  case  went  against  the  Govern¬ 
ment  i  here  is  another  point  in  the  case  in  which  the  Government  was  specially 
interested  affecting  the  foreshore  of  Kogel  Bay,  and  the  Government  wanted  to  have 
that  point  definitely  settled,  and  that  is  the  action  on  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council.  In 
so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  though  the  point  went  against  us,  we  should  not  have 
appealed. 

645.  Then  practically  as  far  as  you  are  concerned  the  thing  is  settled? — Yes, 
unless  the  appeal  upsets  the  whole  decision  inasmuch  as  the  boundary  which  the  Court 
gave  to  Struben  entered  the  farm.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  question  of  the  fore¬ 
shore  upsets  the  whole  judgment. 

646.  And  you  said  the  boundaries  of  your  farm  as  described  on  the  diagram  were 
absolutely  correct  ? — Yes,  there  is  no  dispute  about  our  boundary  whatever. 

647.  Yet  Strubeu’s  farm  goes  into  it  ? — Yes,  because  of  his  diagram  of  the 
place,  and  if  the  boundary  has  to  be  extended  to  the  river,  which  is  practically  the 
decision  of  the  Court,  then  of  course  it  will  run  into  our  farm.  I  don’t  think  the  Court 
knew  this  at  the  time.  But  they  did  not  claim  that  in  the  first  instance,  and  it  was 
only  afterwards  discovered  that  there  was  a  shortage,  but  otherwise  our  beacons  were 
oorrect. 

648.  And  in  your  opinion  without  Mr.  Struben’s  rights  the  Steenbra3  River 
would  be  valueless  ? — Yes,  we  could  not  do  anything  without  it. 

649.  Mr.  Gurney.]  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  did  not  have  a  survey  of  the  farm 
until  after  you  had  bought  it  ? — There  was  no  time  to  do  that,  but  the  beacons  were 
all  pointed  out. 

650.  Are  not  ail  the  subsequent  troubles  largely  due  to  that  ? — No,  our  beacons 
were  right ;  you  must  understand  that  the  farms  did  not  come  together  at  all.  But  the 
Court  now  gave  it  that  this  boundary  shall  go  to  the  river,  because  the  river  is 
described  in  the  diagram  as  the  boundary,  as  well  as  on  the  title  deed,  and  that  is  how 
it  comes  through  our  land  now,  but  as  far  as  our  boundaries  are  concerned  our  beacons 
were  quite  correct.  You  see  there  was  a  strip  of  Government  land  between  the  two 
farms. 

651.  Mr.  Stewart.]  In  consequence  the  boundary  was  made  much  further  North 
than  the  actual  shape  of  the  ground  previously  described  in  the  diagram  ? — Kogel 
Bay,  yes,  it  is  really  to  the  West. 

652.  I  think  we  are  speaking  of  different  boundaries ;  I  mean  the  North 
boundary  ? — That  is  the  river. 

653.  Chairman.]  May  I  ask  if  there  are  any  plans  of  these  farms  from  which  we 
can  get  some  definite  knowledge  of  their  situation  ? — If  you  will  excuse  me  five  minutes 
I  will  go  down  and  bring  up  the  plans. 

654.  Very  well? — I  will  fetch  them. 

Witness  having  returned, 

655.  Have  you  got  those  plans  now  ? — Yes,  I  have  got  five.  I  should  like  a 
receipt  for  them,  and  will  put  them  in  on  condition  that  they  are  returned  to  us  after 
the  Commissicn  have  done  with  them.  The  first  plan  shows  the  Steenbras  River  farm, 
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Struben’s  farm  and  Stanford’s  farm.  It  indicates  the  boundaries,  and  the  original 
beacons  I  can  point  out.  (Witness  explained  to  the  Commission  how  the  shortage 
discovered  by  Mr.  Marais  affected  the  boundaries,  and  stated  further  that  though  the 
original  beacons  do  not  show  it  the  actual  boundary  of  the  Kogel  Bay  farm  is  the 
river.)  According  to  the  description  on  the  diagram,  the  river  is  the  boundary.  [Plan 
put  in.] 

I  also  put  in  four  plans,  viz.  : — 

(a)  Plan  No.  I. — Steenbras  River  water  supply  scheme. 

( b )  Plan  No.  II. — Showing  storage  reservoir. 

(c)  Plan  No.  Ill — Section  of  dam. 

(d)  Plan  No.  IV. — The  catchment  area,  showing  relation  of  reservoir  to  farm. 

Plan  No  IV.  also  shows  the  two  farms  that  Mr.  Struben  lias  bought  and  also  the 

Kogel  Bay  farm,  or  rather  half  of  the  Kogel  Bay  farm.  These  three  farms  he  offers 
us  for  £23,000 

656.  Dr.  Gregory  ]  You  will  completely  submerge  his  three  farms  with  your 
land  ? — The  water  will  come  in  the  portion  of  No.  II.  and  a  very  small  portion  in  No. 

III. 

657.  Is  your  Council  represented  in  the  appeal  before  the  Privy  Council  ? --No,  it 
is  a  case  between  the  Government  and  Mr.  Struben  ;  Struben  has  sued  the  Government 
for  an  amended  title. 

658.  Yes,  but  is  the  question  which  the  Supreme  Court  decided  in  Strnben’s 
favour  which  extends  his  boundary  into  your  farm  brought  up  before  the  Privy 
Council  ? — It  is  all  one  judgment. 

659.  Is  that  point  argued  ? — I  don’t  know,  I  am  sure.  It  was  in  Mr.  Reid’s 
hands. 

660.  But  the  point  is :  did  you  represent  to  the  Government  the  necessity  for 
argument  on  that  point  ? — Yes,  they  are  perfectly  aware  of  that ;  I  mean  the  Attorney 
was  perfectly  aware  of  that. 

661.  Chairman.]  To  what  extent  is  the  question  of  your  water  supply  wrapped 

up  in  the  question  of  the  settlement  of  the  boundaries  ?-  -You  see  it  is  this - 

662.  I  mean,  financially  ? — Rondeboscli  Council  and  our  Council  are  in  for 
£20,000,  including  the  expenses  of  the  lawsuit  up  to  the  time  of  judgment  in  the 
Supreme  Court. 

663.  Yes,  but  suppose  that  Mr.  Struben  gets  judgment  in  his  favour.  That  would 
mean  that  oertain  lands  would  become  his,  which  would  be  required  for  your  water 
scheme  ? — Yes. 

664.  And  you  will  have  to  buy  these  lands.  Now  to  what  extent  would  they 
affect  your  water  schemo  ? — The  water  scheme  could  not  go  on  unless  we  bought  it. 

665.  Dr.  Gregory.']  You  say  it  is  not  a  firm  offer  on  the  part  of  Struben? — It 
was  for  the  time  being. 

666.  But  he  has  also  offered,  I  understand,  to  take  your  share  if  you  were  pre¬ 
pared  to  sell  ? — Yes. 

666(a).  Is  that  a  firm  offer  from  him  ? — An  equally  firm  one  with  ours. 

667.  Do  you  think  that  holds  good  now  ? — I  don’t  know  now  that  the  Royal 
Commission  is  dealing  with  the  question  what  we  are  going  to  do. 

668.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  He  did  not  offer  you  bis  farm  at  what  he  gave  for  it? — No. 

669.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Who  first  suggested  the  Steenbras  River  scheme  ? — I  was 
the  first,  I  think. 

670.  On  what  information  did  you  suggest  it  ? — I  suggested  the  Steenbras  River 
because  I  thought  it  would  afford  a  vc  ry  good  source  from  which  to  obtain  a  supply  of 
water.  I  had  some  knowledge  of  the  place  and  Mr.  Syfret  who  also  knew  something 
about  it  supported  me. 

671.  Chairman']  But  is  that  from  your  own  knowledge  ? — Yes. 

672.  You  had  been  there? — Yes,  I  had  seen  something  of  it. 

673.  You  had  no  interest  in  the  matter? — None  whatever. 

674.  You  have  nothing  to  say  against  the  water? — No. 

675.  You  said  the  other  day  that  it  was  discoloured? — Yes,  but  the  discolouration 
could  be  got  rid  of  ;  it  is  caused  by  the  paimiet  which  grows  on  the  farm. 

676.  Is  that  the  same  matter  that  colours  the  water  on  Table  Mountain  ? — I  sup¬ 
pose  it  is  the  same  thing  ;  I  don’t  know  whether  there  is  paimiet  on  the  mountain. 

677.  It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  some  of  the  water  coming  from  Table  Mountain 
is  discoloured  from  vegetable  matter? — Yes,  but  I  don’t  know  whether  that  is  from 
paimiet. 

678.  And  that  discolouration  could  be  got  rid  of  by  doing  away  with  the 
paimiet  you  say  ? — Yes. 

679.  Now,  how  would  you  get  rid  of  the  paimiet  ? — By  taking  it  out. 
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c<j  .  680.  It  does  not  militate  against  the  quality  of  the  water  really? — No;  every  - 

. —  "  '  thing  goes  to  show  that  the  water  is  very  good,  barring  this  disoolouration. 

14  th  Apiil,  1902.  681.  Dr.  Anderson.]  Has  the  water  been  analysed? — Yes. 

682.  Can  you  putin  any  analysis? — I  am  not  sure,  I  think  I  could  get  it,  and  if 
so,  I  will  send  it  in  to  you.  I  think  the  analysis  was  made  by  Mr.  Hahn,  and  I  am 
not  sure  whether  it  is  net  embodied  in  the  report  put  in. 

683.  Mr.  Stewart .]  All  the  tributaries  of  the  Steenbras  River  give  clear  water? — 
Oh  yes ;  the  one  that  goes  down  to  our  farm  is  perfectly  clear,  and  I  think  quite  pure. 

684.  And  you  could  store  that  and  let  the  darker  water  go  waste  if  necessary  ? — 
I  suppose  that  could  be  done,  but  it  is  an  engineering  question  entirely 

685.  Chairman.]  You  have  no  idea  what  would  be  the  proportion  of  the  clear 
water  and  the  coloured  water  to  the  total  supply  ?—  It  depends  upon  the  season  of  the 
year.  In  the  drier  season  most  of  the  water  comes  from  the  Kogel  Bay  mountain  side 
and  is  perfectly  clear,  and  that  is  the  largest  stream  in  the  summer  time  ;  that  is  the 
stream  that  comes,  not  from  the  catchment  area,  but  from  the  spring  in  the  mountain, 
and  would  yield  up  to  two  million  per  day. 

686.  But  in  any  ease  the  Steenbras  River  Scheme  implies  the  construction  of  a 
large  reservoir  in  that  neighbourhood  ;  you  don’t  intend  to  lead  the  water  direct  into 
the  Municipalities  ? — Yes,  to  catch  the  larger  suppty,  but  from  what  we  saw  when  we 
were  up  there  in  February,  when  there  was  a  large  stream  of  water  running,  I  consider 
that  if  we  could  get  the  whole  of  that  stream  it  would  supply  an  immediate  quantity 
which  would  be  sufficient  without  the  building  of  the  reservoir  ;  and  I  should  say  that 
from  that  source  we  would  get  about  two  million  gallons  per  day.  A  very  large 
stream  was  running  then. 

687.  That  was  in  February,  you  say  ? — Yes. 

688.  Would  that  run  on  to  your  farm  ? — Yes. 

689.  February  is  a  dry  time  ? — Yes,  the  driest  time,  I  take  it. 

690.  Is  there  anyone  in  the  way  there  ? — No  one  but  Struben.  It  runs  from 
there  down  the  waterfall  into  the  sea.  Struben’s  ground  is  on  the  left  and  Grovern- 
ment  ground  on  the  right,  and  this  the  Government  have  had  surveyed  with  the 
intention  of  giving  it  to  us  at  the  usual  price. 

691.  The  Government  put  no  difficulty  in  your  way? — No,  no  difficulty  what¬ 
ever;  in  fact,  the  survey  has  already  been  made,  and  the  final  settlement  is  only 
pending  this  judgment  by  the  Privy  Council. 

692.  Mr.  Stewart,']  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Tonkin,  the  relative  flow  of  the 
two  streams  referred  to  are  given  in  the  appendix  to  the  report. 

693.  Chairman.]  There  is  no  objection  to  our  incorporating  this  report  into  our 
Teportif  we  think  it  necessary  ? — None  whatever. 

694.  Can  you  tell  us  something  about  the  drainage  of  Mowbray  ? — Yes. 

695.  Have  you  any  drains  or  sewers  about  Mowbray  ? — We  have  two  or  three 
storm  water  sewers,  but  we  have  no  underground  drainage. 

696.  The  storm  water  conduits,  are  they  surface  or  underground? — We  have  an 
iron  pipe  of  18  inches  to  carry  storm  water;  that  is  a  covered  drain  and  goes  down  to 
the  river.  There  are  other  similar  drains,  but  otdy  for  storm  water.  At  the  railway 
crossing  there  is  also  a  two  feet  iron  pipe  catching  all  the  storm  water  and  carrying  it 
down  to  the  river. 

697.  It  all  discharges  into  the  Liesbeek  River  ? — Yes. 

698.  Are  there  any  underground  drains  on  private  property  ? — No,  none  whatever. 

699.  Have  you  auy  noxious  trades  about  Mowbray  like  tanneries,  &c.  ? — No,  we 
.  have  none  within  the  Municipality. 

700.  And  now  tell  us  how  slops  are  disposed  of  in  Mowbray? — ihe  bed-room 
and  kitchen  slops  are  accumulated  in  tubs  which  we  supply  every  house  with,  and  these 
are  carted  away  daily.  In  some  instances  they  are  taken  away  twice  a  day,  but  that  is 
only  in  a  few  instances.  In  any  case  there  is  one  removal  every  day. 

701.  By  your  contractor? — No,  by  our  own  carts,  and  they  are  taken  away  to 
Rapenberg  Farm,  where  it  runs  into  the  sand. 

702.  And  ihe  tubs  for  night  soil  ? — These  are  weekly  removals,  at  night. 

703.  By  your  Council? — Yes,  for  which  we  make  a  charge. 

704.  Do  you  make  a  charge  for  the  slop  removal  ? — No. 

706.  And  what  do  these  slop  removals  cost  you? — Roughly  speaking,  £1,600  a 
year.  We  calculate  it  that  the  cost  of  the  removal  of  the  sL>p  water  aud  of  the  night 
soil  together  would  amount  to  the  interest  on  about  £80,000,  at  4  per  cent. 

706.  What  do  the  residents  pay  for  the  tub  removals? — They  pay  according  to 
the  value  of  the  property — from  4d.  to  Is.  If  the  property  is  worth  £250,  4d.  is 
charged ;  if  £500,  then  8d.  is  charged  ;  and  upon  any  value  above  that  the  charge  is  Is. 

707.  And  you  empty  them  once  a  week  for  that  ? — Yes. 
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708.  Are  there  any  water  closets  in  Mowbray  in  addition  ? — Thro  are  some  earth 
closets,  but  not  many,  comparatively  speaking  only  a  few. 

709.  Has  the  Municipality  anything  to  do  with  them? — No,  that  is  done  by 
private  contract. 

710.  Any  cesspools? — Very  few  now. 

711.  Can  you  tell  us  how  mauy  houses  are  attended  to  in  that  way  by  the  Munici¬ 
pality  ? — I  cannot  do  it  from  memory. 

712.  But  you  can  get  us  a  return  from  the  office  ? — Yes  ;  if  my  memory  serves 
me  right,  I  think  there  are  about  1,250  houses. 

713.  From  which  tub  removals  are  made  ? — No,  the  removals  are  not  made  from 
all  the  houses ;  proprietors  of  large  properties  are  allowed  to  use  the  refuse  for  manure, 
and  so  on. 

714.  Then  the  removals  are  not  compulsory  ? — No,  it  is  not  compulsory  in  the 
case  of  large  properties  of  a  certain  given  area  of  ground ;  there  the  proprietors  or 
occupiers  are  allowed  to  empty  the  tubs  themselves. 

715.  But  you  have  the  power  to  compel  the  ordinary  householder  to  take 
advantage  of  your  system  ? — Oh  yes,  by  the  regulations. 

716.  Now  what  is  done  with  your  refuse  ? — That  is  removed  by  our  own  carts  and 
taken  to  Rapenberg  farm. 

717.  Do  you  make  any  charge  for  that  ? — No,  no  charge. 

718.  Have  you  any  idea  what  that  costs  you  ? — I  think  an  estimate  has  been 
given  for  this  work  under  “  scavenging.” 

719.  How  often  is  that  removed  from  premises,  once  a  week,  or  twice  a  week  ? — I 
think  three  times  a  week. 

720.  And  for  cleansing  the  streets  ? — We  have  the  gutters  swept  every  day,  and 
the  dirt  is  taken  out  and  carted  away. 

721.  Now  have  you  any  comprehensive  drainage  scheme  on  foot  at  the  present 
time? — Yes,  we  have  agreed  together  with  Claremont  and  Rondebosch  to  join  with 
Woodstock  in  one  general  drainage  scheme,  known  as  the  Woodstock  scheme,  which 
will  have  its  outfall  into  Table  Bay. 

722.  Have  you  got  so  far  as  to  have  authority  for  that  scheme  at  all? — No, 
Woodstock  has  only  just  received  their  authority. 

723.  From  the  inhabitants  ? — Yes ;  it  was  no  use  bur  getting  the  necessary 
authority  until  Woodstock  had  got  theirs.  We  are  now  preparing  our  plan  for  the 
purpose  of  submitting  them  to  the  ratepayers  We  cannot  apply  to  the  ratepayers 
until  we  have  the  plans  and  specifications  ready  ;  they  are  being  prepared  and  the 
Council  has  already,  so  far  as  the  Board  itself  is  concerned,  adopted  the  scheme  by 
their  vote  to  join  in  the  Woodstock  outfall. 

724.  It  would  be  necessary  to  have  Parliamentary  authority  for  that  scheme, 
would  it  not  ? — No,  I  think  it  could  be  done  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  which  gives 
us  power  to  go  outside  the  Municipality.  But  Woodstock  will  bring  their  main  up  to 
the  boundary  of  Mowbray  and  there  we  will  join. 

725.  Will  there  be  any  objection  to  discharge  into  Table  Bay  ? — I  don’t  know  of 
any  objection  ;  there  certainly  will  be  none  on  our  part. 

726.  But  on  the  part  of  the  Conservators  of  Table  Bay  ? — Well,  I  suppose  that 
is  the  Harbour  Board  ;  I  see  they  have  got  their  authority  extended  to  Blaauwberg  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Bay. 

727.  Is  not  that  a  cpiestion  that  requires  a  settlement  beforehand  ? — The  only 
question,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  is  whether  it  would  be  detrimental  to  the  Bay.  Our 
opinion  is,  and  we  are  backed  by  expert  opinion,  that  it  would  not  be  detrimental  to 
the  Bay,  so  long  as  the  pipe  is  taken  out  a  sufficient  distance  so  as  to  come  into  the 
current. 

728.  But  are  all  experts  agreed  upon  that  point  ? — I  have  never  known  them  all 
to  agree.  Even  Doctors  differ.  But  I  don’t  think  there  is  any  danger  myself. 

729.  You  don’t  think  Cape  Town  people  would  object  to  that  ? — I  don’t  see  how 
they  can  possibly  object  to  it ;  they  have  themselves  run  a  pipe  out  there  from  the 
Military  Hospital.  Woodstock  took  them  into  Court  over  that  business,  but  Wood- 
stock  lost  the  case,  and  there  has  been  no  danger  from  that  pipe  taken  out  from  the 
Military  Hospital.  We  have  had  the  expert  opinion  of  Mr.  Dunscombe  and  Mr. 
Pritchard,  both  agreeing  to  the  opinion  I  hold.  Of  course  I  don’t  think  it  would  be 
right  to  bring  the  pipe  nearer  town,  that  is  to  say  to  the  Woodstock  side  ;  but  if  it  is 
carried  out  beyond  Mellish’s  farm  there  would  be  no  difficulty  at  all,  and  all  the  expert 
opinion  that  we  have  got  goes  to  show  that  there  would  be  no  danger  there. 

730.  Did  not  Mr.  Dunscombe  combine  his  opinion  with  the  irrigation  plan  as 
well  ? — First  of  all,  the  irrigation  plan  farm  would  not  answer. 

731.  How? — There  was  no  land  up  there  fit  for  farming. 

|_G.  21—1902.]  F 
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i  32.  You,  yourself,  see  uo  objection  to  discharging  the  sewage  into  Table  Bay  ? 
— No. 

i  33.  And  the  Wynberg  people,  what  are  they  doing ;  are  they  helping  you  in 
this  scheme  ? — This  scheme  was  mooted  about  five  or  six  years  ago.  Wynberg  was 
then  prepared  to  go  with  us ;  it  was  then  doubtful  as  to  whether  we  should  have  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  water  to  give  effect  to  the  scheme.  Wynberg  got  sufficient  water 
of  their  own  and  they  then  decided  to  adopt  their  own  drainage  soheme  by  getting  a 
farm  at  Diep  River  side. 

i  34.  I  suppose  your  people  are  keen  for  this  scheme  ? — Yes. 

1 35.  It  would  mean  a  saving  for  you  ? — Oh,  yes,  it  would  bo  an  infinite  saving  to 
us. 

r' <36.  What  is  the  whole  soheme  going  to  cost? — We  have  made  a  calculation, 
although  of  course  it  is  an  approximate  one,  as  our  plans  and  specifications  are  not  yet 
completed,  but  we  have  estimated  that  the  cost  to  Mowbray  would  be  about  £40,000  to 
£50,000. 

'  37.  Your  present  expenditure  for  drainage  purposes  amounts  to  the  interest  on 
£80,000  at  4  per  cent.  ? — Yei s,  and  the  question  of  drainage  is  one  of  life  and  death  to 
Mowbray. 

738.  I  suppose  we  would  be  able  to  get  these  plans  ? — When  they  are  completed, 
but  they  are  not  yet  finished,  and  it  will  take  some  time  before  they  will  be  ready. 

^39.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Who  is  preparing  the  plans  ? — Our  Engineer. 

740.  Tour  Town  Engineer  ? — Yes. 

741.  You  say  it  is  to  be  a  combined  scheme  from  Mowbray? — Yes,  with  Wood- 
stock,  Claremont  and  Rondebosch. 

742.  Now,  is  each  of  your  Town  Engineers  getting  out  plans? — I  believe  that 
Rondebosoh  is  about  to  begin,  but  they  have  not  commenced  yet. 

743.  But,  then,  do  I  understand  that  you  are  making  a  combined  scheme,  but 
that  each  Council  is  working  out  its  own  details  without  reference  to  the  others  ? — The 
combined  scheme,  so  far  as  the  main  for  the  whole  is  concerned,  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Olive,  and  then  our  Engineer  would  drain  into  that  main. 

744.  Have  you  consulted  Mr.  Olive  ? — Yes,  we  have  consulted  him,  and,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken,  the  combined  Councils  of  Claremont,  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  have 
also  consulted  him. 

745.  Have  you  a  combined  Committee  for  this  work  ? — The  Councils  have  been 
meeting  jointly  on  this  question  of  drainage  for  some  time  past. 

7 46.  Do  the  full  Councils  meet,  or  only  representatives  from  each  ? — I  think  the 
representatives  from  each.  On  the  water  question  we  have  been  meeting  jointly,  but 
on  the  question  of  drainage  there  have  been  three  delegates  from  each  of  the  Councils 
of  Claremont,  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray.  Woodstock  had  already  their  scheme ; 
they  will  bring  the  main  up  to  our  boundary. 

747.  What  communication  have  you  had  with  Woodstock  about  it  ? — We  have 
sent  a  resolution  to  Woodstock,  agreeing  to  join  in  with  their  scheme. 

748.  Who  has  employed  Mr.  Olive,  the  combined  Committees  or  the  Councils  ? — 
So  far  as  Mr.  Olive  is  concerned,  we  have  only  had  his  opinion,  for  which  we  have  paid  ; 
we  have  no  arrangement  with  him  as  yet,  except  that  it  is  clearly  understood  between 
the  three  Councils  that  Mr.  Olive  will  construct  the  main,  and  arrangements  will  then 
be  made  as  to  what  we  are  to  pay  for  our  portion  of  the  work. 

749.  What  powers  have  the  different  representatives  been  given  by  the  Councils 
to  deal  with  this  matter? — I  don’t  know.  I  don’t  think  any  actual  power  has  been 
granted,  but  each  of  the  Councils  has  passed  a  resolution  to  that  effect. 

750.  How  did  you  arrange  with  regard  to  the  expenditure  incurred  in  getting  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Olive  ? — In  that  case  we  have  divided  the  expenditure  between  us. 

751.  And  there  is  a  standing  resolution  between  the  Councils  of  such  an  agree¬ 
ment  ? — Yes,  when  we  wanted  Mr.  Olive’s  opinion  we  asked  him  what  he  would  charge 
for  the  same  upon  certain  matters  which  were  indicated.  He  replied  so  much.  Then 
each  of  the  Councils  agr>  ed  to  nay  their  share  of  the  amount  and  then  the  agreement 
was  made. 

752.  Then  do  I  understand  that  in  order  to  work  out  a  combined  scheme  for  the 
Municipalities,  representatives  of  three  Municipalities  meet  practically  with  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  fourth,  which  is  to  take  over  the  sewage  of  the  first  three,  and  they  practi¬ 
cally  get  no  engineer  for  the  main  scheme,  and  that  the  individual  details  of  the  scheme 
are  being  worked  out  by  your  several  Town  Engineers  without  reference  to  one 
another  ? — The  other  two  Municipalities  have  no  engineer  as  yet. 

753.  Then  who  is  working  out  their  scheme? — They  have  not  begun  making 
their  plans  as  yet;  I  think  one  of  the  Councils  is  thinking  of  approaching  our  Council 
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on  the  subject,  but  no  start  has  as  yet  been  made.  Until  the  Woodstock  Council  had  Stmwl 
the  consent  of  their  inhabitants,  it  was  no  use  our  moving,  although  the  Mowbray  — r 
Council  had  begun  to  make  their  surveys  even  before,  as  it  was  necessary  to  have  tbe  14th  APn1’  190i- 
survey  for  other  purposee  besides  drainage,  so  that  we  have  ours  ready. 

754.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  outfall,  the  levels  and  the  amount  of  sewage 
to  be  received? — Mr.  Olive  gave  each  Council  the  advice  as  to  how  to  calculate  the 
quantity  that  would  be  required  twenty-five  years  hence.  We  consider  that  we  will  go 
up  to  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  thousand  in  twenty-five  years ;  hence  it  would  be 
necessary  for  us  to  provide  for  that  quantity  now,  and  Rondebosch  came  to  a  similar 
conclusion  as  to  what  they  would  require ;  so  did  Claremont.  The  result  of  these 
calculations  was  given  to  Mr.  Olive,  and  he  calculated  the  requirements  of  the  outfall 
of  the  pipes  of  the  Woodstock  main  on  the  principle  of  the  number  of  inhabitants 
given  twenty-five  years  hence  in  these  Municipalities. 

755.  Yes,  but  that  supposes  that  you  would  discharge  into  the  Woodstock  sewer  ; 
has  any  definite  arrangement  been  communicated  to  your  Council  as  to  where  you 
should  join  and  at  what  level  ? — Yes,  at  Eden  Road  and  Station  Road,  Observatory. 

756.  And  have  you  received  any  information  from  them  on  those  points  ? — •  Yes, 
from  Woodstock ;  they  have  shewn  us  their  plans. 

757.  You  have  received  that  officially? — Oh,  j'es,  that  lias  been  received  by  each 
of  the  Councils. 

758.  The  sewage  from  Rondebosch  and  Claremont  you  will  have  to  receive  into 
your  drain  ? — Yes,  the  same  as  Woodstock  receives  the  other  three. 

759.  And  have  you  definitely  informed  them  where  and  at  what  level  they  have 
to  discharge  into  your  sewers  ? — That  point  has  not  been  decided  yet ;  it  could  not  be 
gone  into  before  Woodstock  had  consulted  its  ratepayers,  although  I  may  say  that  five 
or  six  years  ago  Mr.  Olive  made  a  survey  from  the  Wynberg  boundaries,  and  the 
whole  thing  is,  therefore,  so  far  complete  and  ready  to  be  taken  up. 

760.  But  does  it  not  strike  you  as  a  somewhat  scraggy  way  of  one  local  authority 
not  being  able  to  know  what  the  others  are  doing  ? — We  are  quite  sure  of  what  we  are 
doing  ;  although  it  has  not  been  carried  by  the  separate  Municipalities  at  public  meet¬ 
ings,  we  are  all  satisfied  as  to  what  we  are  doing  in  the  matter.  The  main  is  to  be 
constructed  and  supervised  by  Mr.  Olive,  and  then  our  Municipality  will  drain  into 
the  main. 

761.  Then  you  are  virtually  forced  to  accept  Mr.  Olive  or  any  other  engineer  that 
Woodstock  may  appoint ;  and  has  no  arrangement  been  made  as  to  remuneration  ? — 

Mr.  Olive  has  given  us  his  terms,  but  we  have  not  accepted  anything  yet. 

762.  Has  he  a  definite  arrangement  with  Woodstock  already  ? — Yes,  he  is  getting 
so  much  per  annum,  and  also  a  certain  commission  on  the  work  to  be  done,  but  the 
other  Councils  have  not  yet  decided  anything. 

763.  And  you  say  this  whole  question  has  really  been  lagging  for  ten  years? — 

No,  this  scheme  has  been  pending  for  about  six  years. 

764.  This  question  of  drainage  has  been  under  discussion  for  eleven  years  and 
the  particular  scheme  for  six  years  ? — Yes. 

765.  Now,  does  it  not  strike  you  that  had  there  been  an  authority  for  all  these 
local  Municipalities,  who  would  have  bad  the  power  once  and  for  all  to  approach 
this  matter  in  a  businesslike  spirit  and  with  proper  powers  for  dealing  with  it  in  regard 
to  the  area  of  each  Municipality  as  a  whole,  that  the  scheme  would  have  fructuated 
long  ago  ? — Yes. 

766.  I  mean  some  suitable  scheme? — Yes,  but  if  this  scheme  were  carriod  out 
ten  years  ago  it  would  have  to  be  renewed  to-day. 

767.  But  our  knowledge  is  always  advancing? — Yes,  but  no  one  would  have 
supposed  ten  years  ago  that  Cape  Town  would  have  grown  to  the  extent  it  actually  has. 

768.  Uuiteso;  but  no  scheme  adopted  now  or  at  any  other  time  would  be  answer¬ 
ing  the  purposes  sufficiently  ten  years  hence? — We  cannot  get  beyond  a  certain  area, 
that  we  know. 

769.  You  are  bringing  up  that  as  an  argument  that  it  would  be  wise  to  stand 
still  ? — No,  1  would  have  carried  it  right  through  had  I  the  power,  but  our  proposal 
came  rather  near  to  a  certaiu  gentleman’s  house,  and  he  stirred  the  whole  Municipality 
up  against  us.  It  was  a  mere  personal  matter,  otherwise  we  would  have  carried  the 
scheme  through  theu. 

770.  Your  opinion,  then,  is  that  if  there  were  a  combined,  authority,  with  proper 
powers,  a  suitable  scheme  could  have  been  brought  into  force  years  ago  ?  — That  is  if 
there  had  been  the  powers  to  force  it.  Then  of  course  it  could  have  been  done. 

<  <  1.  l'heu  you  are  naturally  also  of  opinion  that  the  sooner  such  a  body  is  con¬ 
stituted,  the  better  for  finally  dealing  with  the  matter? — 1  think  we  would  have  come 
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to  a  decision  at  once  if  this  Commission  had  not  existed.  I  think  we  should  have  been 
able  to  complete  our  arrangements  within  a  month. 

77:2.  In  what  way  has  this  Commission  delayed  your1 — I  don’t  think  it  would  be 
wise  for  anyone  to  move  while  this  Commission  is  considering  the  same  subject.  Other¬ 
wise  we  should  have  done  it  by  joining  with  Woodstock,  Claremont  and  Rondebosch, 
as  we  were  prepared  to  do,  and  in  that  direction  we  were  already  working. 

773.  Do  I  understand  that  all  four  Municipalities  are  combined  in  this  matter 
already  ? — We  have  all  combined  in  this  matter  of  carrying  out  this  drainage  scheme. 

771.  Not  as  individual  Councils,  but  as  combined  local  authorities  by  resolution  ? 
—Yes. 

775.  Have  you  fixed  on  the  proportion  of  the  cost  which  is  to  be  borne  by  each  ? — 
We  have  so  far  considered  the  cost  of  the  main  that  we  decided  to  share,  but  it  has  not 
actually  been  settled  yet.  That,  however,  is  a  mere  question  of  commercial  transaction, 
or  arbitration,  whether  the  cost  should  be  borne  according  to  the  area  only,  or  whether 
it  should  be  borne  according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  which  I  think  is  the  right  thing- 
to  do.  The  number  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  Municipality  is  the  proper  basis,  for  according 
to  that  the  capacity  of  the  drain  required  is  calculated.  Our  idea  was  that  we  should  go 
up  to  25,000,  Rondebosch  to  another  25,000,  and  Claremont  to  50,000,  making  a  total 
of  100,000.  Then  Woodstock  has  already  been  considered  at  about  30,000,  and  their 
calcidation  is,  that  the}'  would  go  up  to  60,000,  and  the  total  number  of  inhabitants  is, 
therefore,  taken  as  the  basis  for  the  provision  of  the  main  sewer. 

776.  That  is  on  the  population  basis  ? — Yes, 

777.  Has  that  basis  been  accepted  by  the  other  Municipality  ? — I  think  three  of 
them  have  accepted  the  basis  so  far,  but  we  have  not  consulted  Woodstock  on  that 
point. 

778.  Mr.  Gurney .]  Do  you  anticipate  Woodstock  will  accept  an  arrangement  like 
that  when  it  has  to  carry  your  drainage  through  its  limits  ? — I  don’t,  see  why  they 
should  not,  considering  that  we  are  paying  a  share  of  the  construction  and  of  the 
upkeep. 

779.  Dr.  Gregory  ]  On  the  population  basis  ? — Yes. 

780.  But  you  have  no  surety  that  they  will  acoept  that  ? — Well,  they  arc 
reasonable  and  I  think  it  ean  be  arranged. 

781.  Then  you  have  really  so  far  advanced  that  you  could  settle  the  thing 
within  a  month  ? — I  think  we  could.  It  is  a  mere  question  of  arranging  with  them. 

782  Mr.  Gurney .]  Without  mentioning  terms  ? — But  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  we  have  the  right  to  outside  our  Municipality. 

783.  Yes,  but  at  your  own  expense  ? — The  whole  matter  is  arranged  between  us, 
it  would  be  to  their  advantage  as  well. 

784.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Have  the  individual  Councils  then  approved  of  this  scheme  ? 
— They  have  approved  of  the  scheme. 

785.  And  nothing  more  at  present  ? — Yes,  we  are  preparing  our  plans  and 
specifications  ;  Rondeboscli  and  Claremont  are  about  doing  the  same  thing,  that  is 
what  I  understand  from  the  Mayor  of  one  of  those  places  who  has  recently  spoken  to 
me  with  reference  to  the  preparation  of  the  plans. 

786.  But  you  have  no  idea  of  the  cost  ? — The  cost  of  the  drainage  ? 

787.  Yes,  the  total  or  your  portion  ? — No,  it  is  approximate  only. 

788.  You  have  received  no  undertaking  frorii  Woodstock  tha.t  they  will  take  your 
sewage  Y — Yes.  I  have  au  idea  that  the  estimated  cost  of  the  outfall  has  been  given 
to  us,  that  is  to  say  from  the  outfall  to  our  boundary,  anti  they  have  defiuately  under¬ 
taken  to  accept  our  sewage. 

789.  Have  you  accepted  their  offer  definitely? — No,  we  could  not;  they  only 
decided  themselves  last  week,  and  the  Councils  have  not  met  since,  but  the  thing  is 
settled  in  our  mind ;  it  is  merely  a  formal  resolution  which  we  have  to  pass. 

790.  Mr.  Gurney .]  The  scheme  still  requires  the  consent  of  the  Governor  in 
Council  ? — Yes,  and  the  public  meeting’s  resolution  would  be  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  proper  authority  which  in  this  case  is  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

791.  Dr.  Gregory.]  You  mentioned  that  you  had  certain  storm  water  drains? — 
Yes,  but  they  take  no  bedroom  or  kitchen  slops,  ouly  storm  water  drains  ;  they  take 
no  household  drainage. 

792.  Then  you  say  you  remove  household  drainage  by  tubs  ?-.-’ Yes. 

793.  And  that  is  removed  daily  ? — Yes. 

794.  From  every  house  ? — Yes. 

795.  Then  you  remove  from  twelve  to  fourteen  hundred  tubs  a  day  ? — Yes. 

796.  And  this  is  taken  to  Rapenberg  farm  ? — Yes. 

797.  And  what  is  done  with  it  when  it  gets  there  ? — It  runs  into  the  sand  and 
disappears  ;  we  never  see  anything  more  of  it. 
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798.  How  is  it  applied  to  the  land  ? — Emptied  in  different  places. 

799.  It  is  not  used  for  irrigation  ? — No,  but  the  grass  grows  very  freely  where  it 
runs  in. 

800.  In  your  opinion  are  all  the  household  slops  removed  in  that  way  ? — 
My  opinion  is  that  they  ought  to  be,  and  I  believe  that  nearly  all  are.  No  appreciable 
quantity  goes  into  the  gutters. 

801.  Does  that  include  bath  water  ? — Oh' no,  we  could  not  do  that;  only  kitchen 
and  bedroom. 

802.  What  becomes  of  the  bath  water  ? — It  runs  into  the  gutters. 

803.  And  then  into  the  storm  water  sewer  ?  — Yes,  where  there  is  a  sewer. 

804.  Some  little  while  ago  I  noticed  that  kitchen  slops  went  into  the  surface 
gutters,  has  that  been  put  right  ? — It  is  not  quite  settled  yet,  we  have  asked  the 
Government  to  assist  us  with  regard  to  the  Railway  Department,  where  there  was  some 
difficulty. 

805.  The  Railway  Department  has  an  interdict  against  you  for  running  this 
water  ? — Yes. 

806.  And  you  have  asked  the  Government  to  assist  you  ? — That  is  to  say,  we  have 
our  plans  and  submitted  them  to  the  Government,  because  we  cannot  lead  the 
water  away  without  the  consent  of  the  Government,  and  the  Railway  Department 
were  against  our  proposal,  but  I  think  it  will  be  settled  when  Mr.  Price  returns  from 
the  Matoppos.  As  far  as  I  understand,  the  engineers  are  agreeable  and  satisfied,  and 
it  will  be  led  away  towards  Woodstock.  The  piping  is  already  there,  and  we  are 
placing  it  where  it  ought  to  be. 

807.  Where  will  it  discharge  eventually  ? — Down  towards  Varschdrift. 

808.  It  won’t  discharge  into  the  Black  River  ? — No. 

809.  What  will  this  cost  you  P — I  think  about  £1,400.  We  are  doing  everything 
that  the  Railway  requires,  but  it  will  be  nearly  all  wasted  when  the  drainage  scheme 
comes. 

810.  And  how  many  houses  does  that  river  serve  ? — I  could  not  say. 

811.  It  is  a  very  small  proportion  at  any  rate  of  the  houses  of  your  Municipality  P 
— It  includes  the  whole  of  the  Observatory  portion  on  the  upper  side  of  the  line. 

812.  How  many  houses  do  you  think  ? — About  six  or  seven  hundred,  I  should 
think,  but  I  am  speaking  only  approximately. 

813.  But  that  is  of  course  only  dealing  with  the  foul  water  and  washing  water 
out  of  houses,  and  not  of  kitchen  and  bedroom  slops  P — No,  that  will  still  have  to  be 
carried  away  by  the  carts  from  the  tubs. 

814.  And  will  you  have  to  spend  money  in  the  same  manner  in  regard  to  other 
portions  of  the  town  ? — Yes,  there  is  another  portion  of  the  town  where  we  have  ap¬ 
proached  a  proprietor  for  permission  to  enable  us  to  lay  an  underground  drain  through 
his  land. 

815.  And  what  will  that  cost  you  P — About  £400. 

816.  That  will  also  be  wasted  when  the  drainage  scheme  comes  ? — No,  because  the 
greater  portion  of  that  will  always  be  used  for  a  stormwater  drain,  and  it  would  be 
necessary  even  if  we  hail  the  new  drainage  scheme. 

817.  Where  do  the  stable  and  such-like  drains  go  ? — The  stables  are  supposed  to 
have  receptacles  to  receive  urine,  and  to  be  earted  away  in  the  tubs. 

818.  And  is  this  enforced  P — It  is  quite  possible  that  there  may  be  one  or  two  not 
doing  so,  but  we  are  endeavouring  to  get  it  carried  out  now  that  our  new  reguiations 
have  given  us  the  power  to  do  so. 

.  819.  Your  surface  drains  running  along  the  side  of  the  streets  carry  a  lot  of  dirty 
water,  which  with  all  your  efforts  you  cannot  prevent  running  into  it  ? — No,  it  is  pre¬ 
vented  by  regulations. 

820.  But  in  practice  a  very  large  amount  of  dirty  drainage  runs  into  your  surface 
draius  P — No,  not  a  very  large  amount.  Here  and  there  there  might  be  a  case. 

821.  But  passing  the  majority  of  your  streets  even  in  dry  weather  there  is 
generally  something  running  down  the  gutters  ? — There  will  always  be  the  bath  water 
and  the  washing  of  the  yards,  and  that  would,  of  course,  be  running  iuto  the  street, 
but  you  could  not  call  that  quite  as  objectionable  as  you  found  in  the  Woodstock 
Municipality. 

822.  It  is  not  a  question  of  degree  but  of  an  unhealthy  condition  P — Oh,  yes. 

823.  You  think  it  is  a  very  urgent  matter  that  the  drainage  scheme  should  be 
brought  in  P — Yes,  that  is  the  reason  why  I  moved  twelve  years  ago  in  that  direction. 

824.  Your  night  soil  has  practically  to  be  moved  in  tubs  ?  -  Yes. 

825.  Where  does  that  go  to  P — It  is  taken  to  Rapenberg  and  buried  there. 

826.  How  is  it  buried  there  ?  — Trenches  are  dug,  and  then  covered  over  again 

82 (.  And  no  tree  planting  is  carried  on  in  conjunction  with  it  P — No. 
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v, i miw  tv nhir.  ®^8.  ‘^J1^  how  are  the  tubs  cleaned  ? — They  are  washed  and  then  tarred. 

f _ 6”  829.  Have  you  any  separate  tub  system  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  infectious 

uth  April,  1902  disease  such  as  typhoid,  so  that  there  is  no  danger  of  a  tub  coming  from  a  house 
where  there  is  a  case,  and  being  returned  to  an  uninfected  house  ? — We  have  no 
separate  system,  but  there  is  no  likelihood  of  that  happening.  It  is  quite  possible 
though,  and  if  we  know  of  such  a  case,  every  precaution  is  taken  to  keep  the  tub 
separate  and  have  it  disinfected  and  tarred  immediately. 

830.  Do  you  find  much  difficulty  in  exercising  proper  supervision  over  that 
work  ? — None  whatever  now.  It  is  carried  out  weekly,  and  there  is  no  difficulty 
whatever. 

831.  I  mean  as  far  as  the  proper  disinfecting  and  cleaning  of  the  tubs  are  con¬ 
cerned? — Oh,  no. 

832.  That  works  very  smoothly  ? — Yes. 

833.  But  there  are  a  certain  number  of  houses  that  have  earth  closets  ? — Some. 

834.  Are  there  many  ? — 1  cannot  say;  it  is  a  private  arrangement. 

835.  Have  they  to  come  and  ask  for  permission  ? — They  don’t  come  under  our 
supervision  at  all ;  an  arrangement  is  made  between  the  inhabitants  and  the  contractor. 

836.  Who  is  the  contractor  ? — They  have  O’Brien’s  patent ;  it  is  taken  away  for 
them. 

837.  And  what  do  they  do  with  it  ?■ — I  don’t  know. 

838.  What  is  their  charge  ? — Is.  per  week. 

839.  And  what  is  your  charge  ? — According  to  the  value  of  the  house — 4d.,  8d., 
and  Is.,  as  I  have  said  before. 

840.  You  are  cheaper  ? — Yes,  for  the  smaller  1  louses. 

841.  But  some  people  would  still  prefer  O’Brien’s  ?— Yes,  because  it  is  less 
offensive. 

842.  Where  does  O’Brien  deposit  his  ;  does  he  take  it  to  Rapenberg  Farm  ? — I 
don’t  know  what  he  does  with  it. 

843.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  arrangements  in  force  in  Woodstock  for  the 
removal  of  night  soil,  is  it  in  your  opinion  urgently  necessary  that  a  drainage  scheme 
should  be  put  into  force  ? — It  is  my  opinion  that  a  drainage  system  should  be  put  into 
force  as  soon  as  possible  for  many  reasons. 

844.  And  the  manner  of  dealing  with  night  soil  is  cne  of  these  reasons  ? — Oh, 
yes  ;  it  would  be  no  use  to  have  a  drainage  system  which  did  not  provide  for  that. 

845.  And  I  think  you  said  there  were  not  many  cess-pits  in  the  place  ? — Not 
many. 

846.  Are  there  any  ? — There  may  be. 

847.  With  the  knowledge  of  the  Council  ? — I  don’t  know,  but  none  are  allowed 
to  be  constructed  now. 

848.  But  are  any  allowed  to  be  used  that  are  already  constructed  ? — 1  cannot 
say  ;  it  would  all  depend  upon  the  situation  and  upon  the  surroundings 

849.  The  refuse  you  say  is  removed  and  taken  to  Rapenberg,  what  is  done  with 
it  then  ? — We  simply  dump  it  down  there. 

850.  Don’t  you  burn  it  ? — Not  to  any'  great  extent,  although  we  set  fire  to  it. 

851.  Do  you  get  any  revenue  from  this  farm  ? — Only  what  I  stated  on  Friday, 
such  as  the  rent  of  the  house,  the  sale  of  the  sand,  and  the  value  of  the  gravel. 

852.  Is  water  laid  on  there  ? — Yes,  water  is  laid  on  as  far  as  the  wash  house,  out 
of  which  we  also  get  some  revenue. 

853.  Then  I  understand  that  you  are  not  making  any  revenue  out  of  this  farm  by 
using  the  refuse  as  manure,  but  that  in  this  respect  it  is  simply  used  as  a  dumping 
ground  ? — Yes. 

854.  Has  such  a  question  ever  been  mooted?  — We  have  thought  of  it,  but  we 
have  not  seen  our  way  to  enter  into  that  speculation.  I  don’t  think  it  would  be  a  suc¬ 
cess  if  we  were  to  try  it. 

855.  Has  the  question  of  leaving  your  sewage  on  the  Rapenberg  farm  and  making 
bacteriological  beds  ever  been  considered  by  your  Council,  and  where  would  the 
affluent  be  carried  to  ? — Yes;  it  would  have  to  run  into  the  Black  River. 

856.  Could  you  not  use  it  for  irrigation  ? — No. 

857.  You  have  here  an  item  of  expenditure  of  £1,692  for  “  scavenging,”  for  what 
is  that  ? — I  take  it  that  is  for  removing  slop  water. 

858.  Then  there  is  another  item  for  refuse,  I  see  ;  now  can  you  explain  these  on 
your  financial  statement,  viz  : — “  sanitary  removals,  receipts  ”  £299,  and  “  scavenging  ” 
£1,692,  “  night  soil  removal  ”  £1,650  ;  it  also  appears  you  have  received  for  removing 
night  soil  £1,700  a  year;  has  your  night  soil  actually  earned  the  revenue  ?  -D' is 
quite  clear  that  it  cannot  he.  The  profit  would  actually  amount  to  about  £100,  but 
then  an  allowance  has  to  be  made  for  tire  interest  on  the  money  expended  on  the 


39 


upkeep  and  so  on.  Our  wagons  and  mules  cost  us  a  certain  amount  of  money,  and  the 
plant  should  also  be  included  ;  the  value  of  which  is  omitted  from  the  £1,650. 

859.  Are  you  quite  sure  that  the  removaljof  night  soil  is  undertaken  once  a  week  ? — 
Yes,  the  Municipality  is  divided  in  six  Sections,  and  each  Section  is  taken  on  a  day  of 
the  week.  There  is  no  indiscriminate  going  about  to  remove  ;  they  are  bound  to  go 
from  house  to  house. 

860.  In  the  “£1,650  cost  of  night  soil  removal,”  what  is  included? — 
I  cannot  speak  positively  at  the  moment,  but  I  think  it  is  everything  with  reference  to 
the  Department  set  forth  in  the  return  ;  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  enumerate  every  item 
from  memory. 

861.  How  much  are  you  spending  every  year  on  slop  water  and  sanitary  removals  ? 
— Our  expenditure  for  that,  I  calculate,  was  from  twelve  to  sixteen  hundred  pounds  a 
year.  I  cannot  speak  positively  as  to  the  actual  amount.  We  have  eight  wagons 
removing,  and  the  average  cost  of  each  wagon  would  be  about  £200  a  year. 

862.  Chairman .]  Your  estimate  was  that  you  were  spending  now  what  would 
amount  to  the  interest  on  £80,000  at  4  per  cent? — Yes,  the  two  together. 

863.  Dr.  Gregory.  ]  How  much  does  that  amount  to  ? — Eight  wagons  at  £200 
would  be  £1,600  :  then  there  is  another  £1,700  that  has  been  paid  by  the  inhabitants 
for  the  night  soil,  making  a  total  of  £3,300,  that  would  work  out  at  about  4  per  cent, 
on  £80,000. 

864.  That  is  the  night  soil? — No,  it  is  for  the  two  together. 

865.  That  gives  you  all  the  inhabitants  combined  ? — Yes,  and  if  we  have  this 
underground  drainage  carried  out,  the  inhabitants  would  be  freed  to  the  extent  of 
about  £1,600  or  £1,700.  If  it  cost  more  we  would,  of  course,  require  an  additional 
rate  to  cover  the  same. 

866.  But  do  you  think  you  would  get  a  sufficient  and  proper  scheme  for 
£40,000? — That  was  the  estimate  by  Mr.  Olive,  but  I  should  add  another  £10,000, 
owing  to  rate  of  wages  now. 

867.  And  that  would  bring  the  Municipal  sewer  within  a  reasonable  distance  of 
every  house? — Yes. 

868.  Of  course,  you  would  have  to  add  the  cost  paid  by  private  individuals  ? — 
That  is  outside  us,  and  would  be  paid  for  by  the  proprietor  of  the  property  the  same  as 
is  being  done  in  Cape  Town. 

869.  But  you  have  taken  in  the  people’s  contribution  ? — Yes,  but  it  is  just  this  : 
that  the  payment  for  connections  will  be  made  by  the  landlord  and  not  by  the  occupier, 
who  will,  therefore,  be  freed  from  the  drainage  when  the  scheme  is  carried  through, 
and  only  the  landlord  will  have  to  put  his  hands  into  his  pockets  to  the  extent  of  about 
£20  or  £25  per  house. 

870.  In  that  scheme  is  it  proposed  to  take  the  storm  water  to  the  extent  of 
what  falls  in  the  yards  and  on  the  roofs  ? — Only  what  falls  in  the  yards. 

871.  Mr.  & 'ieicarti]  We  take  it  from  you  that  .for  the  last  twelve  years  you 
have  advocated  a  drainage  scheme,  would  you  approve  of  one  general  scheme  for 
all  the  Municipalities? — Yes. 

872.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  better  that  each  Municipality  should  do  its  own 
drainage  instead  of  having  one  board  to  do  the  lot  ? — Well,  in  my  opinion  as  we  are 
constituted  now,  it  would  cost  us  no  more  to  do  it  separately  than  to  do  it  by  one  board. 
We  can  actually  do  ours  cheaper,  I  think,  for  we  have  our  own  Engineer,  and  so  on. 

873.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  have  one  supervision  for  the  lot  ? — I  don’t  see 

that. 

874.  Who  would  be  responsible  for  the  working  of  the  whole  of  the  scheme? — If 
Mr.  Olive  is  engaged  on  the  main  sewer  he  would  be  responsible  for  that. 

875.  And  who  would  be  responsible  for  the  other  sewers  ? — Our  own  Engineer. 

876.  And  in  case  of  a  dispute  as  to  things  not  working  properly,  who  would 
decide? — It  is  impossible  for  it  to  occur  in  our  Municipality  ;  the  main  drain  would  be 
laid,  and  we  drain  into  it. 

877.  But  supposing  a  question  like  that  of  bad  smells  arose,  on  whose  shoulders 
would  that  be  put  ? — It  would  rest  with  our  Engineer. 

878.  What  engineer  ? — The  engineer  within  the  Municipality,  of  course. 

879.  Not  the  main  sewer? — We  shall  be  responsible  for  our  sections,  and  we 
should  take  care  that  those  are  properly  constructed. 

880.  You  are  aware  that  questions  have  arisen  at  Sea  Point  ? — Yes,  but  their 
case  may  be  different  from  ours. 

881.  Then  thei'e  is  as  a  matter  of  fact  no  definite  arrangement  whereby  the 
responsibility  would  be  fixed  definitely  on  your  Engineer  for  the  main  sewer  as  against 
the  Engineer  for  the  street  sewers  ? — No. 

882.  How  much  sewage  per  day  are  you  providing  for? — We  really  should  have 
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that  from  Mr.  Olive  ;  he  made  the  calculations  when  we  supplied  him  with  the  nudibei 
of  inhabitants  on  the  basis  of  what  they  would  be  twenty-five  years  hence. 

883,  Shall  we  have  Mr.  Olive  to  give  evidence  upon  this  question  on  behalf  oi 
your  Municipality  ? — I  should  fancy  that  he  would  give  it  on  behalf  of  the  Wood- 
stock  Municipality,  as  he  is  their  consulting  Engineer,  and  in  fact  has  charge  of  the 
whole  thing. 

S84.  Mr.  Gurney .]  With  regard  to  the  question  of  drainage  for  Uitvlugt,  would 
that  affect  Mowbray? — I  think  the  Uitvlugt  drains  would  naturally  go  towards 
Maitland. 

885.  In  the  opposite  direction  ? — Yes,  away  from  us. 

886.  At  any  rate,  you  have  heard  of  no  proposal  that  Uitvlugt  should  oome  into 
it  ? — No,  but  the  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Valkenberg  will.  I  think. 

887.  That  is  outside  your  boundary  ? — No,  that  is  within  our  boundary. 

888.  Dr.  Gregory .]  This  scheme  would  go  as  far  as  to  include  Claremont ;  why  do 
you  not  contemplate  including  Wynberg? — We  did  contemplate  some  time  ago,  but 
there  was  some  difficulty. 

889.  Was  that  a  financial  difficulty  on  the  part  of  Wynberg  ? — No ;  the  levels 
were  taken  to  beyond  Plumstead,  but  the  lower  part  would  not  be  able  to  come  in. 
The  rest  would  flow  into  Claremont  very  easily.  I  think  about  three-fourths  would 
come  in.  The  water  was  a  difficulty. 

890.  Not  the  whole? — No. 

891.  The  remainder  can  come  in  by  pumping? — Oh,  yes. 

892.  Was  the  Wynberg  Council  definitely  approached  by  the  combined  Munici¬ 
palities  ? — Five  or  six  years  ago  Wynberg  was  with  us,  and  met  with  us  constantly 
in  consulting  about  a  scheme,  and  it  was  only  on  the  question  of  water  that  it  did  not 
go  through  at  the  time.  Wynberg  thought  that  we  would  not  have  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  water,  and  then  they  went  in  for  their  own  scheme. 

893.  Have  they  advanced  any  reasons  for  withdrawing? — No,  not  since.  We 
have  not  approached  them  as  they  have  gone  on  with  their  own  scheme.  They  simply 
fell  out  and  we  made  no  enquiries. 

894.  Why  ? — They  have  remained  to  themselves  since. 

895.  If  Cape  Town  Council  would  be  prepared  to  receive  your  sewage,  would  you 
consent  to  oombine  with  them  to  take  it  ? — I  would  rather  not,  as  there  would  have  to 
be  an  eternal  pumping  into  Cape  Town,  and  I  do  not  like  that. 

896.  Is  that  your  only  objection  ? — No,  but  the  expense  is  what  I  look  to.  I 
don’t  want  this  continued  pumping,  as  it  would  be  an  everlasting  cost.  That  is  really 
my  only  difficulty. 

897.  It  is  simply  an  engineering  difficulty  ? — Yes. 

898.  But  otherwise  you  would  consider  it  a  good  scheme  ? — Yes  ;  if  we  can  only 
get  rid  of  the  sewage  into  a  sewer  and  into  the  water  without  pumping,  then  I  am 
satisfied. 

899.  Chairman .]  Do  you  think  your  people  in  Mowbray  would  be  as  keen  to  go 
into  the  general  scheme  if  there  were  a  general  board  for  the  four  Municipalities  as 
when  you  would  be  doing  it  separately  ? — I  don’t  know,  I  am  sure,  I  can  hardly 
answer  that  question,  but  I  should  think  that  if  they  can  get  a  drainage  scheme  they 
would  not  very  much  mind  how  it  is. 

900.  I  will  put  it  this  way.  Would  you  rather  carry  out  your  own  work,  or  see  a 
Central  Board  ? — Well  I  think  our  Council  is  divided  on  the  subject. 

901.  Has  that  question  been  formally  considered? — No,  not  formally,  the 
Councillors  are  divided,  some  are  in  favour,  others  against.  My  own  opinion  is  that 
we  are  better  off  as  we  are,  and  I  think  we  have  advanced  considerably  more  since  we 
have  been  alone  than  would  have  been  possible  otherwise. 

902.  But  you  are  prepared  to  join  with  Rondebosch,  Claremont  and  Woodstock 
in  regard  to  water  ? — Yes. 

903.  And  you  said  that  would  work  very  well  ? — Yes,  it  has  worked  very  well  so 
far. 

904.  Would  you  not  then  prefer  the  same  in  drainage  matters  as  well? — If  it 
could  be  confined  entirely  to  water  and  drainage  then  I  would  have  no  objection. 

905.  That  is  to  say  limiting  the  Board’s  operations  to  water  and  drainage  ?—  Yes. 

906.  You  would  be  agreeable  to  that  ? — Yes. 

907.  And  the  Municipalities  would  be  left  to  administer  other  Municipal  matters 
outside  that  ? — Yes. 

908.  Do  you  think  they  would  do  it  more  economically  than  you  would  ? — I  don’t 
know. 

909.  Dr.  Anderson.']  With  regard  to  the  slop  water  going  into  the  gutters  at 
Mowbray,  I  suppose  the  inhabitants  do  washing  in  their  back  yards? — No,  we  do  not 
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allow  that,  as  we  have  wash-houses.  We  have  prohibited  the  washing  in  yards, 
except  perhaps  a  lady  Washing  a  few  napkins  or  so. 

910.  Some  of  the  household  refuse  you  take  to  Rapenberg  farm  ? — Yes. 

911.  Have  you  had  any  complaint  of  the  nuisance? — No,  there  is  no  property 
near  to  the  farm,  and  the  stuff  is  constantly  burning. 

912.  What  is  the  soil  like  at  Rapenberg  ? — A  great  deal  of  it  is  iron-stone,  and  a 
good  deal  of  it  is  sand. 

913.  Is  it  easily  worked  ? — Oh  yes,  we  get  a  great  deal  of  iron-stone  there. 

914.  With  regard  to  emptying  the  night  soil  the  charge  is  so  much  per  week  ?  — 
No,  according  to  the  value  of  the  property. 

915.  Has  an  application  to  be  made  for  the  removal  ? — No,  the  carts  go  round, 
taking  the  different  sections  daily. 

916.  And  how  do  the  people  pay  ? — We  have  a  collector  who  goes  round  every 
week. 

917.  With  regard  to  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurrin  g,  how  do  you  get  to  know 
about  that  ? — The  Doctors  inform  us. 

918.  You  have  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ? — Yes,  Dr.  Hewat. 

919.  What  is  his  salary  ? — £50  per  year,  and  besides  that  he  makes  certain 
charges  under’the  Public  Health  Act. 

920.  Then  with  regard  to  the  proposed  outlet  of  this  sewer  into  Table  Bay,  you 
don’t  anticipate  any  nuisance  from  it? — No. 

921.  There  is  no  nuisance  from  the  Hospital  at  Woodstock? — Not  exactly  on  that 
account.  The  nuisance  is  caused  by  the  slop  water  running  through  the  streets  of 
Woodstock.  For  some  years  a  great  deal  of  the  Cape  Town  sewage  from  Districts 
Nos.  4,  5,  and  6  went  down  there. 

922.  And  there  has  been  no  nuisance  ?— No. 

923.  Chairman .]  Is  it  not  notorious  that  the  neighbourhood  is  full  of  bad  smells  ? 
— It  does  not  come  from  that  drain. 

924.  Where  does  it  come  from  ? — From  the  streets  as  I  said  before,  as  all  their 
slops  run  into  the  gutters. 

925.  And  these  run  into  ? — Into  the  sea. 

926.  Then  it  is  not  carried  down  ? — I  don’t  know  what  becomes  of  it ;  it  is  taken 
down  to  low  water  mark. 

927.  Is  not  that  the  whole  point  ? — No,  because  our  sewer  is  to  be  taken  out  three 
hundred  yards  into  the  Bay  so  that  it  comes  into  a  current. 

928.  But  that  is  just  the  point,  the  Engineer  says  that  there  is  no  current  ? — They 
will  differ.  There  is  certainly  an  undercurrent,  that  is  clear.’ 

929.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Supposing  you  are  not  allowed  to  discharge  into  the  Bay, 
what  are  you  going  to  do  ? — I  don’t  know. 

930.  Chairman.']  I  will  just  read  to  you  what  an  Engineer  said  the  other  day, 
when  the  following  question  was  put  to  him  : — “  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  prolonga¬ 
tion  of  the  Breakwater  has  at  all  affected  the  currents  in  Table  Bay,”  his  answer  was 
“  I  cannot  accept  that,  because  I  hold  that  there  are  no  currents  in  Table  Bay,  there  are 
induced  currents  which  work  in  all  directions  ;  it  is  a  peculiar  thing,  and  at  first  sight 
it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  understand,  but  it  is  my  firm  belief  that  there  are  no  set 
currents  in  Table  Bay  ”  ? — That  is  not  according  to  Mr.  Good’s  opinion.  His  chart 
shows  currents  I  have  seen  them  myself,  but  of  course,  there  are  Engineers  and 
Engineers. 

931.  I  suppose  you  would  not  bo  in  favour  of  discharging  such  a  quantity  of 
sewage  if  there  is  any  possibility  of  its  coming  back  to  the  shore.  The  expert  the 
other  day  gave  a  very  strong  opinion  about  that  subject  ? — We  have  very  strong  expert 
opinion  that  there  is  no  chance  of  this ;  Captain  Perry  gave  that  opinion,  and  he  made 
a  survey  of  Table  Bay  himself. 

932.  Dr.  Anderson.]  Your  total  indebtedness  is  £58,500  at  the  present  time. 
What  assets  do  you  have  as  a  Municipality  for  that  ? — Well,  it  has  all  been  expended 
on  permanent  works. 

933.  What  permanent  works  ? — Such  as  gutters,  kerbing,  &c.,  and  then  there  is 
Rapenberg  Farm,  which  is  worth  £25,000  any  day. 

934.  Could  we  have  the  length  or  kerbing  of  the  streets  which  had  been  done  upon 
this  total  indebtedness? — Yes,  there  is  no  objection  to  supply  you  with  that. 

935.  Everything  in  connection  with  the  town  would  be  included  ? — Oh,  yes. 

936.  Mr.  Dyer.]  And  the  sanitary  expenditure? — Oh,  yes. 

937.  What  precautions  are  taken  in  case  fever  is  discovered? — The  tubs  are  dis¬ 
infected. 

938.  Yes,  but  is  there  any  speoial  mark  put  on  these  tubs  ? — No,  I  could  not  say, 

but  that  would  be  the  proper  thing  to  do.  ' 
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939.  Chairman."]  Has  Aot  No.  20  of  1896  boon  proclaimed  in  force  in  your 
Municipality  ? — Yes,  I  think  so  ;  all  the  amended  Municipal  Acts  have  been  adopted  by 
the  Mowbray  Council. 

940.  Can  you  give  us  the  length  of  the  streets  in  your  Municipality? — No. 

9  41.  What  length  of  road  is  maintained  by  the  Divisional  Council  ? — About  two- 
and-a-half  miles. 

942.  And  your  streets,  are  they  on  the  whole  fairly  well  constructed  ? — Yes. 

943.  Have  they  all  side-walks  ? — Not  all ;  some  ot'  the  roads  are  only  twenty  feet 
wide,  and  of  course,  it  is  impossible  to  have  side-walks,  but  under  our  amended  byc¬ 
laws  no  new  road  is  constructed  under  thirty  feet ;  we  have  done  away  with  the  twenty 
feet  roads. 

944.  And  as  far  as  the  construction  of  new  roads  is  concerned,  how  do  you  find  the 
Act  which  I  have  just  referred  to  works? — We  have  had  no  case  under  it  yet. 

945.  Then  your  expenditure  in  the  construction  of  new  roads  has  not  been  much 
affected  by  this  Act  as  yet  ? — No,  there  are  no  cases  as  yet. 

946.  Have  you  any  trouble  with  the  Divisional  Council  with  regard  to  the  road 
which  passes  through  your  Municipality  ? — No,  we  have  had  no  trouble,  they  have  met 
us  fairly  in  the  kerbing  and  guttering  on  the  pound  for  pound  principle.  The  roads 
made  formerly  they  made  us  a  contribution  for. 

947.  Can  you  tell  me  in  connection  with  this  question  how  it  is  that  the  Divisional 
Council  valuation  for  the  same  properties  is  so  different  from  your  valuation  ? —  No,  I 
could  not,  and  sometimes  we  have  had  the  same  men  making  the  two  valuations  and 
yet  giving  it  differently. 

948.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  same  man  would  make  your  valuation,  say 
£800,000,  and  the  Divisional  Council  valuation  for  the  same  property  £400,000  ? — 
Previous  to  the  last  valuation  it  was  done  by  the  same  man  and  given  differently. 

949.  Dr.  Gregory .]  At  the  same  time  ? — Within  a  few  months. 

950.  Chairman.']  Can  you  say  if  there  is  any  reason  given  for  that?— No,  it  is 
quite  possible,  though,  that  there  may  have  been  properties  built  in  the  interim  which 
would  make  the  difference. 

951.  To  whom  could  we  go  to  get  the  best  information  on  that  subject  as  far  as 
you  know,  because  the  question  of  valuation  is  of  interest  to  the  inquiries  that  we  have 
to  undertake,  and  there  is  this  great  difference  in  the  valuation  ? — Do  I  understand 
that  the  Divisional  Council  valuation  is  £400,000  ? 

952.  Yes  ? — There  must  be  a  mistake  somewhere,  but  you  nrnst  bear  in  mind  that 
the  Divisional  Council  take  their  valuations  by  Field-cornet cies,  portions  of  which  may 
overlap  into  the  different  Municipalities,  and  thus  the  valuation  of  some  of  the  pro¬ 
perties,  say  in  Rondebosch,  would  fall  into  a  Field-cornetcy,  in  Mowbray,  and  thus  the 
valuations  are  not  shewn  in  the  Municipalities  by  the  Divisional  Council  in  the  same 
way  as  the  Municipal  valuation  would  be,  the  latter  being  confined  solely  to  the  Muni¬ 
cipal  boundary. 

953.  Then  the  Divisional  Council  does  not  seem  to  trouble  itself  very  much 
about  the  Municipal  boundaries  ? — I  don't  think  so. 

954.  Mr.  Gurney.]  There  are  reasons  assigned  for  holding  that  the  valuation 
should  be  different,  and  we  shall  have  them  presently  ?— I  don’t  know  what  the 
reasons  can  be.  My  idea  is  that  the  valuation  should  be  based  on  what  the  property 
will  fetch  in  the  open  market,  and  I  don’t  see  what  reasons  the  valuator  can  have  for 
departing  from  that. 
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Mr.  Thomas  Arnoldm  Johannes  houw  examined. 

955.  Chairman .]  You  are  Mayor  of  Claremont  and  Chairman  of  the  Water 
Management  Committee  P — Yes. 

956.  And  you  are  resident  at  Sans  Souci  within  the  Municipality  P — Yes. 

957.  For  how  long  have  you  been  resident  there  P — For  about  ten  years. 

958.  So  that  I  presume  you  are  familiar  with  Municipal  and  water  matters 
generally  in  that  neighbourhood  F  —  Yes. 

959.  How  long  have  you  been  a  member  of  the  Water  Board  P — Since  its 
formation. 

960.  And  Chairman  P — Since  January  last. 

961.  Your  Board  came  into  existence  under  the  Water  Supply  Act  for  Claremont 
and  Woodstook  of  1898  ? — Under  Act  No.  24  of  1898. 

962.  And  you  succeeded  the  Directorate  of  the  District  Water  Works  Company  ? 
—Yes. 

963.  And  how  long  had  they  been  in  existence  ? — If  I  am  not  mistaken  they 
had  been  working  since  1890,  which  I  gather  from  the  documents. 

964.  They  began  to  deliver  water  as  far  back  as  1890  ? — Yes. 

965.  Was  the  capital  taken  up  locally,  or  was  it  held  in  England  ?  —The  greater 
part  of  it  in  England,  but  there  were  some  local  people — Ohlsson  and  others — who 
were  also  holders  of  some  of  the  capital. 

966.  And  you  have  been  resident  there  nearly  the  whole  time  that  they  havo  been 
working  F — Yes,  the  major  part  of  the  time. 

967.  And  did  they  give  general  satisfaction  F — Personally  I  cannot  grumble 
because  I  have  my  own  private  supply,  but  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  grumbling  by 
others  who  got  their  supply  from  the  Waterworks. 

968.  To  bring  about  this  change  who  took  the  initiative,  the  Municipality  or  the 
Company  F — I  think  the  Municipality  started  the  ball  rolling. 

969.  Did  that  Water  Company  gather  revenue  from  a  charge  which  they  made 
or  from  levying  a  rate  F — By  water  charge. 

970.  And  do  you  continue  the  same  charge  F — Yes,  we  have  been  working  on  the 
same  lines. 

971.  Then  the  Act  provides  that  the  Municipalities  concerned  should  take  over 
the  rights  and  obligations  as  well  as  the  plant — in  fact,  the  whole  concern  as  it  stood 
— by  agreement  if  possible,  and  if  not  by  agreement  then  by  arbitration  F — Yes. 

972.  And  it  was  by  arbitration  that  the  concern  was  taken  overP — Yes;  that  was 
the  only  satisfactory  solution  that  we  could  arrive  at. 

973.  Did  all  four  of  the  Municipalities  which  were  concerned  in  the  water  area 
nominate  arbitrators,  or  only  one  or  two  ? — No,  only  two — Claremont  and  Woodstock 
— came  into  the  scheme  originally,  and  it  was  allowed  to  Rondobosch  and  Mowbray  to 
come  in  if  they  chose  within  six  months. 

974.  And  you  nominated  how  many  arbitrators  F — Well,  one  was  nominated  on 
behalf  of  the  Municipalities,  one  on  behalf  of  the  then  Water  Board,  and  one  was 
appointed  jointly.  There  were  three  arbitrators. 

975.  Was  there  no  umpire  F — Yes,  the  third  was  the  umpire. 

976.  And  you  came  to  an  agreement  F — Yes,  a  final  settlement. 

977.  Now,  what  was  sold  by  the  Company  F  —They  sold  the  whole  thing  as  a 
going  concern,  which  included  all  the  machinery,  all  the  water  rights  and  all  the  ground. 

978.  What  were  the  water  rights  F — Well,  I  had  better  give  you  the  whole  thing  : 
the  purchase  price  as  set  forth  in  the  award  between  the  Municipalities  of  Claremont 
and  Woodstock  and  the  Cape  Districts  Waterworks  Company  amounted  to  £219,350. 

979.  Then,  in  terms  of  the  award,  the  purchase  price  was  payable  on  the  1st 
January,  1S99,  and  to  bear  interest  at  4  per  cent,  after  that  date  to  the  date  of 
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Hr.  payment.  Certain  items  were  taken  into  account,  and  the  actual  amount  paid  to  the 
T.  l.  J.  Louu .  Company  was  £210,659  2s.  Id.  This  really  expresses  the  total  cost  of  the  conoern, 
15th  April,  1902.  which  included  all  the  machinery  and  the  rights  of  the  previous  Company,  and  of 
course  the  land,  which  is  very  extensive. 

980.  What  are  the  water  rights  ?— 1 The  Alhion  and  the  Kommetje  springs,  and 
such  other  water  rights  which  may  accrue  in  the  future. 

981.  The  sole  right  to  these  ? — There  were  some  servitudes  on  them. 

982.  What  were  the  servitudes  ? — The  servitudes  are  as  follows  : — 

(1)  The  primary  right  of  70,000  gallons  water  per  day  for  Ohlsson’s 
Brewery  purposes. 

983.  That  is  out  of  the  Kommetje  spring  ? — Yes,  and  the  further  servitudes  are: 

(2)  The  primary  right  of  5,000  gallons  of  water  per  day  for  Ohlsson’s 
residential  purposes. 

(3)  The  right  of  using  100,000  gallons  per  diem  for  manufacturing 
purposes,  such  as  ice-making  and  aerated  waters  by  the  Ohlsson 
Breweries. 

(4)  The  right  of  excluding  all  brewery  companies,  other  than  Ohlsson’s, 
from  using  water  for  trade  purposes. 

(5)  The  right  of  Ohlsson  &  Company  to  require  that  free  of  cost  a  water 
supply  main  be  laid  to  buildings  erected  on  their  land,  the  actual 
quantity  of  water  to  be  paid  for  at  the  ordinary  rates  to  consumers. 

984.  Was  there  not  subsequently  some  order  or  arbitration,  or  some  mandate, 
which  provided  that  500,000  gallons  of  water  per  day  should  flow  down  the  river  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  so  ;  I  forgot  to  mention  that. 

985.  Out  of  which  spring  ? — Out  of  the  Albion  Spring. 

986.  Then  it  means  also  that  the  175,000  gallons  per  diem  to  Ohlsson  are  subject 
to  servitude  ? — Yes. 

987.  I  suppose  Ohlsson.  looks  after  himself,  but  who  sees  to  the  five  hundred 
thousand  that  is  supposed  to  go  down  the  river  ?— Well,  the  public. 

988.  Have  you  employed  a  bailiff  to  see  to  that  part  of  the  business  ? — It  is  an 
open  secret  that  during  the  very  dry  seasons  they  have  not  had  that  supply ;  we  have 
been  using  it  for  better  purposes  than  to  let  it  run  down  the  river,  but  we  have  no 
bailiff. 

989.  Have  you  bought  the  Company  out  ?— -Yes,  we  have  finished  with  them. 

990.  In  cash  ? — Yes. 

991.  How  much? — £217,000. 

992.  You  sell  the  water  at  the  rate  of  £2  10s.  Od.  per  100  gallons  per  annum  ? — 

Yes 

993.  The  £2  10s.  Od.  is  the  annual  charge  ? — Yes. 

994.  What  is  the  value  of  Ohlsson’s  servitude  reckoned  out  on  that  basis  ? — I 
could  not  tell  you. 

995.  Have  you  the  total  that  the  water  servitudes  would  amount  to  at  the  rate  of 
an  annual  charge  of  £2  10s.  Od.  per  hundred  gallons  per  day  ? — It  can  be  worked 
out. 

996.  It  would  amount  to  a  considerable  sum  ? — Yes,  it  would  indeed. 

997.  It  would  run  into  about  £60,000  or  £70,000  ? — I  suppose  so,  but  I  have 
not  worked  it  out. 

998.  It  means  a  saving  to  Ohlsson  of  at  least  £3,000  a  year  ? — At  the  very  least, 
1  should  say. 

999.  Now  should  not  we  add  that  to  the  purchase  price  which  you  paid  ? — I  don’t 
think  so  ;  I  don’t  see  why  it  should  be. 

1000.  You  have  to  supply  that  quantity  of  water,  and  it  must  cost  you  some¬ 
thing  to  supply  it  ? — Virtually  we  do  supply  it,  hut  the  major  part  of  the  water  comes 
out  of  the  Kommetje  spring,  which  is  close  by  to  his  estate,  so  to  say  the  overflow. 

1001.  But  if  they  had  not  got  that  supply  they  would  have  had  to  pay  for  it  ? — ~ 

Yes. 

1002.  So  that  you  lose  that  revenue  to  the  extent  of  about  £3,000  Y — Yes,  but  I 
suppose  the  arbitrators  took  that  into  consideration. 

1003.  I  want  to  get  at  the  capital  price,  for  it  seems  to  me  that  if  you  are  obliged 
to  supply  a  consumer  with  175,000  gallons  of  water  a  day  free,  it  practically  amounts 
to  a  loss  of  revenue  Y — Yes,  it  is  a  loss  of  revenue. 

1004.  You  raised  the  money  from  the  Bank  Y — From  the  Standard  Bank,  yes. 

1005.  The  whole  Y — Yes. 

1006.  At  what  rate  of  interest  Y — We  had  to  pay  the  Waterworks  Company 
interest  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent,  up  to  date  of  settlement,  and  the  Bank  we  pay  5  per 
cent. 
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1007.  Have  you  any  sinking  fund  ? — Not  as  yet. 

1008.  Subsequently  to  your  arbitration  being  settled,  Rondeboseh  and  Mowbray 
came  in  ? — Yes. 

1009.  Did  you  apportion  the  liability  so  contracted  in  any  way  between  the 
several  Municipalities  ? — Yes,  it  is  divided  into  four  shares. 

1010.  Equal  shares  ? — Yes. 

1011.  Did  that  imply  an  equal  division  of  water  as  well  ? — No,  because  the 
population  varies  very  much. 

1012.  And  it  was  mutually  agreed  that  the  water  should  be  divided  on  the  popula¬ 
tion  basis  P — No  ;  I  will  give  you  the  basis :  Claremont  was  to  receive  a  supply  of 
200,000  gallons  ;  Rondeboseh  200,000;  Mowbray  100,000  ;  Woodstock  200,000;  and 
Maitland  10,000  ;  these  are  the  daily  supplies,  but  Maitland  should  not  be  included  in 
the  answer  perhaps.  Some  of  these  Municipalities,  I  may  add,  have  exceeded  their 
supply,  whereas  in  some,  like  for  instance  Rondeboseh,  they  did  not  draw  their  full 
supply. 

1013.  You  will  tell  us  perhaps  definitely  how  the  water  is  now  distributed, 
because  I  understand  that  you  charge  in  accordance  with  the  amount  of  water  supplied  ? 
— What  I  wish  to  convey  is  that  this  was  really  the  basis  decided  upon  at  the  time 
between  the  various  municipalities. 

1014.  How  much  does  it  amount  to  altogether  ? — 700,000  gallons. 

1015.  And  does  that  represent  the  distribution,  together  with  the  500,000  gallons 
allowed  to  go  down  the  river  and  the  175,000  supplied  to  Mr.  Ohlsson  ? — That  is  not 
all ;  it  is  not  the  right  total,  I  mean,  which  is  difficult  to  give  you  exactly  now.  But 
the  overflow  is  500,000  ;  then  the  Railway  Department  gets  120,000  gallons  ;  the  Divi¬ 
sional  Council  gets  7,000  ;  and  the  Maitland  Cemetery  gets  2,000  a  day.  This  makes 
a  total  of  1,508,000  gallons. 

1016.  The  whole  comes  to  1,508,000  per  day ;  that  is  to  say,  the  whole  distri¬ 
bution  ?— Yes. 

1017.  And  that  was  supposed  a  fair  yield  of  the  springs  as  bought  ? — Well,  no,  I 
won’t  say  that. 

1018.  Do  you  remember  whether  a  fair  yield  of  the  springs  was  given  you  at  the 
time  ? — I  have  only  got  the  yield  of  the  springs  during  the  year  1901 ;  1  cannot  tell 
you  what  the  yield  per  month  or  day  is,  but  the  annual  yield  for  that  year  was 
349,378,500  gallons. 

1019.  Have  you  increased  your  liability  since  you  have  taken  over  the  concern  ? 
—Slightly. 

1020.  By  how  much  ? — I  cannot  say ;  we  purchased  a  few  plots  of  ground  which 
came,  I  will  almost  say  dangerously,  near  to  our  ground,  and  we  paid,  I  think,  from 
three  to  four  hundred  pounds. 

1021.  Referring  again  to  the  question  of  plant,  you  took  over  the  whole  of  t  he 
plant  which  was  in  existence  at  the  time  ? — Yes. 

1022.  And  that  consisted  of  pipes,  machinery  and  reservoirs,  &c.  ? — Yes. 

1023.  Could  )ou  give  the  Commission  some  idea  of  what  the  whole  plant  consisted 
of  roughly? — Plant,  pipes,  meters,  &e.,  came  to  £31,741  13s.  Id.  I  can  give  an  idea 
of  the  area  served. 

1024.  Have  you  had  to  increase  your  plant  in  that  direction? — Yes,  whenever 
the  necessity  arose  The  area  is  as  follows: — Claremont,  4,110  acres;  Rondeboseh, 
1,850  acres;  Mowbray,  1,790  acres;  and  Woodstock,  970  acres. 

1025.  And  some  of  these  were  piped  ? — Yes,  all  over. 

1026.  And  you  have  had  to  invest  a  lot  of  money  in  increasing  facilities  in  that 
direction  from  these  areas  ? — Yes,  we  continue  to  increase  because  there  are  continually 
new  demands  springing  up,  new  buildings  are  going  up,  and  in  proportion  to  this 
increase  new  mains  and  new  pipes  are  constantly  required ;  you  cannot  help  it. 

1027.  And  where  do  you  get  that  capital  from? — We  take  that  out  of  revenue. 

1028.  Then  vvliat  other  plant  was  there  ? — Machinery  for  pumping  water  out  of 
the  Albion  spring  into  the  mains  and  into  the  reservoir ;  the  machinery  is  very 
powerful  and  cost  a  lot  of  money. 

1029.  To  what  height  do  you  have  to  pump  it? — 260  feet. 

1030.  And  from  that  reservoir  you  provide  every  part  ? — Yes,  but  we  aro  not 
always  pumping  into  the  reservoir;  it  is  a  peculiar  tiling  but  we  pump  into  the  mains, 
and  when  the  mains  are  full  the  water  forces  into  the  reservoir,  so  that  it  may  happen 
and  does  happen  that  during  the  drv  season  perhaps  for  hours  or  days  we  hardly  get  a 
sufficient  supply  in  order  to  fill  the  reservoir,  but  we  succeed  in  getting  the  mains  full. 

1031.  The  overflow  of  the  mains  finds  its  way  into  the  reservoir,  and,  if  necessary, 
flows  back  again  into  the  mains  ? — Yes. 

1032.  Where  do  you  get  the  revenue  for  that  from  ? — Out  of  the  water  rates. 
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1033.  And  you  have  had  very  much  revenue  of  late  seeing  that  you  have  been 
able  to  renew  the  plant  out  of  that  revenue  P — Yes,  since  we  have  taken  over  we  have 
been  continually  re-constructing  the  works,  and  also  internal  arrangements  in  the 
office.  But  I  must  point  out  that  we  are  smart  in  getting  in  our  revenue ;  we  have 
no  large  outstandings,  and  we  have  had  sufficient  to  cover  all  the  expenses,  besides 
paying  towards  the  new  reservoir  also  out  of  the  revenue  a  sum  of  £4,000. 

1034.  Well  now,  did  they  pay  dividends  on  the  same  basis  ?- -Well,  that  I  don’t 
know. 

1035.  Was  the  award  made  to  the  company  based  on  the  rate  of  dividend  they 
received  or  on  the  value  of  the  plant,  &c.  ? — No,  I  believe  both  were  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration. 

1036.  I  think  you  said  you  charge  for  water  at  the  rate  of  £2  10s.  Od.  per  hun¬ 
dred  gallons  ? — Yes. 

1037.  And  the  revenue  from  that  source  has  been  so  great  as  to  enable  you  to  lay 
down  new  works  ? — Yes,  our  revenue  is  increasing  every  quarter  on  account  of  the  new 
supply  that  we  give  to  various  people. 

1038.  Do  you  think  it  is  fair  when  you  get  a  larger  revenue  to  devote  it  to  the 
construction  of  new  works  rather  than  to  lower  the  price  of  water  ? — Yes,  until  we 
have  an  augmentation  of  our  supply  that  would  be  sufficient. 

1039.  Is  that  a  fair  charge  you  are  making  to  the  present  consumers  ? — It  is  a 
fair  charge ;  I  think  it  compares  very  fairly  with  Cape  Town  and  other  water  supplies. 

1040.  Well,  that  may  not  be  fair  ? — So  far  we  have  fixed  upon  that. 

1041.  It  is  something  above  the  charge  which  prevails  in  Cape  Town  P — Yes, 
about  ten  shillings. 

1042.  Is  it  not  a  fair  thing  for  the  Board  to  consider  the  question  of  making  the 
charge  for  water  as  low  as  possible  ? — That  is  certainly  the  duty  of  the  Board,  but  at 
the  same  time  they  have  to  turn  their  attention  to  other  aspects  of  the  question,  such 
as  pecuniary  matters,  which  require  looking  into,  and  we  may  in  the  near  future 
consider  a  reduction.  At  present  we  are  not  able  to  do  it  as  loans  will  have  to  be 
settled  first. 

1043.  What  is  the  price  at  Wynberg  ? — I  have  no  idea  ;  it  may  be  less  than  our 
charge  but  then  Wynberg  has  not  the  expenses  that  we  have  ;  they  do  not  pump 
their  water. 

1044.  But  the  question  is  that  you  are  not  content  to  make  a  charge  for  the 
water  on  the  basis  of  the  cost  of  the  supply,  but  you  are  making  a  charge  in  order  to 
enable  you  to  construct  new  permanent  works  which  ought  to  be  charged  to  loan  account  P 
— Yes,  but  we  must  provide  for  the  future  ;  we  have  several  works  under  construction 
for  augmenting  our  supply. 

1045.  And  in  addition  to  that  you  are  charging  the  consumers  interest  at  the  rate 
of  five  percent,  on  the  money  borrowed  ? — Yes,  it  will  oome  to  five  per  cent. 

1046.  Then  it  would  be  fair  to  say  that  you  are  really  applying  your  sinkiug 
fund  to  the  construction  of  new  permanent  works  ?— Yes,  that  is  more  or  less  the  idea. 

1047.  You  say  your  revenue  is  increasing,  can  you  tell  the  Commission  from 
which  of  the  Municipalities  the  larger  share  of  the  increase  is  coming  ? — The  larger 
share  certainly  comes  from  Woodstock  ;  there  is  a  very  large  demand  for  water. 

1048.  And  can  you  tell  us  whether  a  correspondingly  larger  proportion  goes  to 
W ooclstock  ? — Oh  yes,  it  gets  far  in  excess  of  the  other  Municipalities.  They  get 
practically  from  us  250,000  gallons  a  day. 

1049.  You  deliver  that  in  bulk  ? — Not  to  the  whole  of  Woodstock. 

1050.  Only  to  a  certain  portion  ? — Yes  ;  to  area  No.  II  we  deliver  like  we  do  to 
all  other  Municipalities  through  the  meter  and  through  the  dribble  system;  for  the 
other  portion  we  deliver  in  bulk. 

1051.  And  for  the  portion  which  you  deliver  to  individual  consumers,  you  collect 
the  charges  ? — Yes. 

1052.  And  that  which  you  deliver  in  bulk  ? — The  Municipality  pays  us  for. 

1053.  At  the  same  rate  P — No,  at  a  lower  rate  because  they  do  the  collection. 

1054.  How  does  that  work  out  ? — Our  guarantee  is  to  supply  them  for  this  portion 
with  200,000  gallons  at  a  shilling,  and  in  excess  of  that  at  one  shilling  and  threepences 

1055.  But  taking  it  on  the  £2  10s.  basis,  suppose  that  you  supplied  the  consumer', 
of  Woodstock  individually,  how  many  two  pounds  ten  shillings  would  you  get  P — 
That  can  be  calculated  if  we  had  the  uumber  of  consumers,  or  by  dividing  the  total  by 
£2  10s ;  that  is  how  one  would  get  it. 

1056.  Do  you  know  what  Woodstock  pays  you  for  the  bulk  supply  ?  -Last  year 
they  paid  us  £4,448  15s.  7d. 

1057.  That  is  for  the  supply  so  far  P — 'Yes,  for  19  million  gallons. 

1058.  That  is  exclusive  of  what  you  supply  to  the  consumers  ? — That  is  only  No. 
I.  area. 
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1059.  But  that  which  you  deliver  in  bulk  the  Municipality  deliver  themselves 
and  make  their  own  charge.  Now,  is  the  charge  which  they  make  the  same  as  the  one 
you  make  to  the  individual  consumer  ? — That  I  don’t  know  ;  the  Act  allows  them  to 
charge  £2  only. 

1060.  So  that  the  persons  who  get  their  water  delivered  from  that  hulk  supply  get 
it  at  less  than  what  you  charge  ? — Yes,  and  the  Municipality  loses. 

1061.  Dr.  Gregory.']  At  the  ordinary  rates  it  would  amount  to  about  £5,000  ?  - 
I  cannot  say. 

1062.  Chairman .]  Woodstock  still  wants  more  ? — Yes. 

1063.  And  the  other  Municipalities,  are  they  getting  all  they  require,  or  do  they 
also  complain  ? — Well,  Claremont  gets  more  than  originally  agreed  upon  ;  they  are  not 
in  the  same  position  as  Woodstock,  although  the  demand  is  very  great. 

1064.  And  at  Rondebosch  ? — Their  demand  is  not  so  large. 

1065.  But  they  are  also  asking  for  much  more  ? — No,  not  much  more. 

1066.  Mowbray  ? — Very  little  demand  also. 

1067.  There  is  a  large  prospective  demand  because  these  Municipalities  have  been 
considering  the  necessity  of  increasing  their  supply  ?  — Yes. 

1068.  Would  the  supply  which  you  command  meet  the  prospective  needs  of  these 
Municipalities,  do  you  think  ? — No,  we  cannot  meet  it ;  it  is  impossible. 

1069.  So  that  you  do  not  complain  if  these  Municipalities  look  further  afield  for 
a  bigger  supply  ? — No. 

1070.  Have  you  considered  the  question  at  all  of  imposing  a  rate  upon  these 
properties  ? — No,  there  has  been  no  necessity  for  it  yet. 

1071.  Has  all  the  water  that  you  supply  to  be  pumped?  —No,  not  all;  we  are  not 
pumping  now,  for  instance. 

1072.  Where  does  the  rest  come  from  ? — From  the  mountains.  We  have  two  or 
three  intakes. 

1073.  But  the  water  from  the  Albion  :  would  that  flow  into  the  mains  if  it  were 
not  pumped  ? — No,  it  would  flow  into  the  Liesbeek  River. 

1074.  But,  normally,  if  you  want  to  deliver  water  from  the  Albion  Spring  to 
your  customers  you  must  pump  it  ? — Yes. 

1075.  That  does  not  hold  good  also  with  reference  to  the  Kommetje  Spring? — 
Yes,  it  must  be  pumped  also,  but  of  course  the  Kommetje  Spring  is  on  a  much  higher 
level. 

1076.  And  have  you  to  pump  the  175,000  gallons  that  you  supply  to  Ohlason  ? — 
No,  it  goes  out  of  the  Kommetje  Spring  direct. 

1077.  The  property  is  very  high  up? — Yes,  but  below  the  spring. 

1078.  Mr.  Gurney.]  The  Kommetje  Spring  is  the  Newlands  Spring? — No;  the 
Newlands  Spring  is  not  in  this  matter  at  all ;  it  is  entirely  separate. 

1079.  That  is  entirely  Ohlsson’s? — He  and  I  owned  a  half  share  each. 

1080.  Chairman.]  You  don’t  pump  all  the  water  that  flows  from  the  Kommetje 
Spring? — A  great  deal  goes  to  Ohlsson,  and  during  the  summer  time  he  practically 
monopolises  the  supply  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  not  worth  our  while  to  pump  during 
the  day  ;  the  major  part  we  get  out  of  it  is  pumped  during  the  night. 

1081.  Now  what  arrangements  do  you  make  with  the  private  consumers  as  far  as 
the  laying  down  of  pipes  is  concerned ;  do  you  lay  down  private  connections,  or  do  you 
insist  upon  the  consumer  doing  that  ? — No,  we  have  been  laying  the  pipes,  but  they 
have  to  pay  for  the  expense  connected  with  it.  We  lay  15  feet  of  piping  from  the 
mains,  and  beyond  that  the  consumer  comes  in. 

1082.  15  feet  are  laid  at  the  expense  of  the  Board  ? — Yes. 

1083.  Now  about  the  supply  of  the  meters;  do  you  charge  in  addition  to  the  £2 
10s  T — There  is  a  meter  rent. 

1084.  Does  that  go  to  the  Board’s  revenue  ? — It  is  a  very  important  branch  of 
the  revenue. 

1085.  The  rate  of  charge  ? — There  are  258  half-inch  meters,  for  which  the  rent 
oharge  is  £2  per  annum  ;  there  are  136  j-inch  meters,  for  which  the  rent  charge  is  £2 
10s. ;  and  44  one-inch,  for  whicli  the  rent  charge  is  £3  per  annum. 

1086.  For  the  most  part  it  is  done  by  meter? — Oh,  no ;  there  are  a  very  large 
number  supplied  through  the  dribble  system. 

1087.  The  man  who  takes  the  meter  must  take  a  certain  quantity  ? — Yes  ;  the 
man  who  takes  a  large  quantity,  say  up  to  8  or  10  thousand,  is  the  meter  man  ;  the 
small  consumers  are  supplied  by  dribble. 

1088.  And  there  is  uo  waste  by  those  who  arc  supplied  by  the  dribble  ? — There 
is  always  waste  ;  it  is  very  difficult  to  stop  it. 

1089.  You  have  the  monopoly  of  that  area  of  supply  ? — Virtually  we  have. 

1090.  Over  how  much  of  it  ? — There  is  no  other  supply  save  and  except  ours. 


Mr. 

T.  A.  J.  Louu\ 
15th  April.  190.3. 


48 


r  (  ^r'jM(U,  1091.  How  did  Cape  Town  come  into  Woodstock  then  ? — That  was  with  our  per- 
011,1  ‘  mission. 

15th  April.  1902  1  092.  Does  not  the  same  thing  apply  to  Mowbray,  that  they  cannot  take  the 

Steenbras  River  on  without  your  permission?  Yes,  they  could  bring  it  to  the 
boundary,  and  we  could  buy  it  from  them. 

1093.  Can  }rou  prevent  them  bringing  the  water  through  ? — I  am  not  quite  elear 
on  that  point ;  they  could  perhaps  briug  it  through  but  how  about  the  distribution  ; 
they  are  not  entitled  to  distribute. 

1094.  Do  you  think  you  could  stop  them  ? — Yes. 

1095.  Suppose  Woodstock  wanted  to  hive  off  to-morrow  from  your  supply  ? — I 
would  buy  a  new  hat. 

1096.  You  won’t  stand  in  their  way  ?  —No. 

1097.  That  means  then  that  they  have  the  right  to  get  their  own  supply  ? — I 
don’t  know. 

1098.  Before  you  can  let  them  go  what  will  have  to  be  done  ? — I  suppose  there 
will  have  to  be  arbitration  to  settle  the  matter.  You  see  the  position  is  virtually  this  : 
there  are  four  partners  in  the  concern,  if  one  partner  wants  to  withdraw,  the  question 
is  what  did  he  put  in. 

1099.  One-fourth,  is  it  not  ? — But  virtually  the  Municipality  has  put  in  nothing. 

1100.  They  have  putin  one-fourth  of  the  capital  ? — They  have  put  in  nothing  ; 
it  is  only  a  liability  for  one-fourth  of  the  capital. 

1101.  The  capital  is  divided  equally  amongst  the  four  Municipalities  ? — Yes,  but 
I  take  it  that  if  one  withdraws  the  remaining  three  would  be  liable  for  the  whole. 

1102.  Then  you  would  not  insist  upon  barring  or  compelling  Woodstock  if  they 
wish  to  clear  out  ? — I  don’t  see  why  we  should  insist  on  it  if  they  feel  so  disposed  ;  I 
would  let  them  go, 

1103.  Would  you  pay  them  to  go  ? — No. 

1104.  What  would  become  of  their  assets  ? — We  would  take  over  their  assets  and 
liability  ;  we  would  take  over  everything. 

1105.  Would  you  consider  that  the  asset  which  they  possess  in  the  share  of  the 
water  is  of  the  value  of  the  share  they  have  in  the  liability  for  the  capital  ? — Just  so, 
that  is  the  way  I  would  put  it. 

1106.  Dr.  Gregory .]  We  have  it  that  it  is  more  ? — That  much  depends. 

1107.  Chairman.']  And  the  plant? — Well,  the  plant  belongs  to  us  all  jointly. 

1108.  Yes,  but  it  is  not  of  much  value  as  it  lies  there  at  Woodstock? — No,  they 
belong  to  the  Board. 

1109.  And  Woodstock  has  the  right  to  go  in  for  its  own  scheme  if  they  find  that 
they  cannot  continue  with  you  in  addition  to  working  a  new  scheme  ? — I  don’t  see 
why  both  schemes  should  not  be  gone  on  with.  It  would  mean  an  abundance  of  water. 

1110.  Suppose  they  did  not  want  to?  Why  should  they? — Suppose  we  had 
carried  out  our  original  idea  when  the  Board  was  formed.  The  four  agreed  that  we 
should  go  in  in  order  to  satisfy  Woodstock  as  well  as  the  whole  of  the  suburbs.  We 
should  then  have  been  able  to  supply  all  the  needs  including  the  upper  levels  in  Wood- 
stock  for  which  they  had  been  forced  to  go  to  Cape  Town,  and  besides  we  would  have 
been  able  even  to  supply  Cape  Town  and  the  docks  as  well. 

1111.  Practically  it  comes  to  this  that  if  any  of  these  Municipalities  wished  to 
break  away  from  the  present  arrangement  it  would  be  a  matter  of  arbitration  between 
you  ? — Yes. 

1112.  Have  you  considered  any  big  scheme  for  augmenting  your  supply  at  all  ? — 
Yes ;  the  Board  has  been  considering  whether  we  should  not  get  an  augmentation 
from  the  immediate  suburbs,  and  we  have  lately  succeeded  in  getting  a  supply  from 
two  sources — that  is  an  additional  supply.  The  one  is  from  the  Snake  and  the 
other  from  the  Poplar  streams.  We  have  finished  the  laying  down  of  the  pipes 
which  will  give  about  38,000  per  day  into  our  reservoir ;  no  pumping  is  required 
as  it  comes  in  by  gravitation.  Then  we  have  under  consideration  a  further  augmen¬ 
tation  of  supply,  but  this  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get ;  it  is  from  the  estate  of 
Mr.  C.  D.  Rudd,  or  rather  from  the  syndicate  which  has  bought  his  Fernwood 
estate  ;  but  if  we  succeed  in  getting  the  whole  of  that  it  will  mean  another  157,000 
gallons  a  day.  We  can  however  hardly  expect  to  get  the  whole  of  it  because 
that  would  mean  the  whole  of  the  estate  would  then  have  no  water  for  irrigation  pur¬ 
poses  The  idea  of  my  Committee  was  to  try  and  get  the  supply  of  one  of  the  springs, 
which  will  mean  another  50,000  gallons  a  day,  and  thus  our  supply  will  be  augmented 
by  close  on  one  hundred  thousand  gallons  a  day. 

1113.  Including  the  supplies  which  you  have  mentioned  from  the  immediate 
suburbs  ? — No,  not  the  38,000  ;  only  the  Fernwood  water  will  have  to  be  paid  for. 

1114.  Has  any  option  been  secured  for  that? — No,  the  present  proprietors  have 
been  asked  to  name  a  price,  but  as  yet  they  have  not  favoured  us  with  one. 
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1115.  The  Board  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  purchase  of  Fernwood  so  far  — No  ; 
besides  I  may  mention  there  are  other  sources  of  supplies  which  we  could  get  and  wnich 
would  help  us  materially.  There  is,  for  instance,  Hiddingh’s  stream. 

1116.  Has  the  supply  from  Fernwood  been  gauged  ? — Yes,  that  has  been  gauged 
in  the  summer  time  by  two  competent  men. 

1117.  Has  the  other  supply  also  been  gauged  by  competent  men? — Yes,  by  our 
Engineer. 

1118.  And  those  are  his  figures  ? — No,  some  of  them  are  his  figures,  but  the  large 
figures — 157,000 — are  by  our  late  Engineer,  Mr.  Bennett. 

1119.  Any  other  scheme? — Then  we  have,  of  course,  under  consideration  the 
Steenbras  River  scheme ;  we  had  also  under  consideration  the  Oliphants  Hoek 
scheme.  One  of  these  schemes  the  Board  would  have  had  to  decide  upon  as  soon  as 
we  were  supplied  with  all  the  information  required  upon  such  an  important  matter. 
All  the  information  has  been  before  the  Board  as  regards  the  Steenbras  River  scheme, 
and  we  are  in  a  position  to  go  into  the  matter  now. 

1120.  Your  view  is  that  the  water  from  the  Steenbras  River  should  be  brought  to 
your  area  and  placed  under  the  control  of  your  Board  ? — Yes,  nearly  all  the 
Municipalities  agreeing  to  that,  which  I  think  will  do. 

1121.  At  the  present  time  Mowbray  is  responsible  for  the  purchase  of  a  farm 
there  ? — No,  Mowbray  and  Rondebosch  jointly. 

1122.  And  you  take  over  that  liability  ? — We  have  not  decided  it  yet. 

1123.  Would  you  deliver  the  Steenbras  River  water  on  the  same  conditions  and 
on  the  same  terms  as  you  are  delivering  the  present  water  on  your  area  ? — That  is  our 
intention. 

1124.  And  you  claim  the  same  rights  and  obligations  for  tbat  supply? — Yes. 

1125.  Now  with  regard  to  the  Oliphants  Hoek  Scheme  ? — That  was  not  near  so 
far  advanced  as  regards  the  information  we  wanted  some  months  ago,  as  the  Steenbras 
River ;  and  we  have  arranged  with  the  Woodstock  Municipality  that  our  Engineer 
should  be  employed  in  order  to  finish  the  work  which  would  enable  us  to  decide  between 
the  two  schemes.  In  order  to  carry  that  out  we  incurred  a  cost  of  £593  4s.  8d.  The 
money  was  put  to  the  debit  of  the  Woodstock  Council,  and  of  this  amount  there  is  still 
due  £343  which  requires  settlement  as  between  us  and  the  Council  of  Woodstock  on 
account  of  some  items  being  in  dispute ;  but  I  daresay  we  sball  settle  the  same  soon 
now.  And  now  that  we  have  got  the  whole  information  with  regard  to  the  Oliphants 
Hoek  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  oome  to  a  decision  in  the  next  few  months.  It  was 
originally  agreed  that  the  Water  Board  should  have  the  selection  of  either  of  these 
two  schemes,  and  now  Woodstock  turns  round  and  says  they  propose  to  have  this 
gold  mine — Oliphants  Hoek— to  themselves,  and  that  we  shall  not  have  a  slice  of  it. 

1126.  They  put  up  a  claim  to  control  their  own  supply  ? — Yes,  they  want  to  stand 
aloof. 

1127.  And  at  the  same  time  they  want  to  get  out  of  the  arrangement  with  you  ? 
— No,  they  want  to  have  two  strings  to  their  bow. 

1128.  You  claim  the  right  of  control  within  the  four  Municipalities,  and  are  you 
prepared  to  waive  that  right  as  far  as  Woodstock  is  concerned  in  the  Oliphants  Hoek 
scheme  ? — I  think  all  the  Committeemen,  save  and  except  the  representatives  of 
Woodstock,  would  agree  ;  I  don’t  think  there  will  be  any  objection  against  Woodstock 
leaving  us. 

1129.  And  having  their  own  supply  ? — Yes. 

1130.  And  settle  matters  with  you  by  arbitration  ? — Yes,  you  quite  understand 
our  position;  there  are  Claremont,  Mowbray,  Newlands,  and  Rondebosch  ;  we  are  more 
or  less  in  one  basin,  our  interests  are  the  same  and  do  not  clash. 

1131.  Taking  Wynberg  also? — No;  Wynberg’s  water  supply  comes  the  other 
way,  and  their  drainage  goes  quite  in  a  different  direction. 

1132.  Woodstock  received  some  supply  of  water  from  Cape  Town  as  well  ? — Yres. 

1133.  What  is  the  reason  of  that  ?— They  went  and  built  above  our  water  level, 
namely,  the  Walmer  Estate,  so,  of  course,  we  could  not  supply  them.  Then  they  asked 
whether  if  they  approach  Cape  Town  with  a  view  of  getting  a  supply  from  there,  we 
would  give  Cape  Town  Council  permission  to  use  our  mains  in  order  to  supply  that 
portion  of  Woodstock  which  at  present  we  could  not  supply.  "We  agreed  to  that  and 
they  drew  from  Cape  Town  a  supply  of  50,000  gallons.  They  began  getting  tins 
supply  of  water  in  the  month  of  May,  1901,  and  Cape  Town  shut  them  off  on  the  1st 
February,  1902,  in  the  heart  of  summer. 

1134.  Did  they  use  your  mains? — Yes. 

1135.  IIow  did  they  do  this  seeing  that  your  mains  were  below  the  level  at  which 
you  were  asked  to  supply  water  ? — Our  mains  were  below  the  level,  but  they  added  the 
additional  mains. 

[G.  21—1902.] 
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M36.  Did  the  Woodstock  people  do  that  themselves  ? — -I  daresay  it  was  done  by 
.  the  Woodstock  Municipality. 

I5fli  April,  1902.  1137.  And  now  Woodstock  recurs  upon  you? — Yes,  in  the  driest  part  of  the 

summer  months  when  we  could  scarcely  supply  our  own  demands  without  any  strain. 
In  February  Cape  Town  simply  told  Woodstock  that  they  could  not  have  any  more 
water,  and  they  shut  them  clean  off. 

1138.  And  you  received  the  prodigal  witli  open  arms? — We  had  to  supply  them. 

1139.  Dr.  Gregory.']  How  did  you  supply  them  from  your  level  ? — We  gave  them 
the  water,  and  I  think  they  took  it  up  by  carts.  We  had  to  stint  ourselves  at  the  time 
to  supply  them  when  Cape  Town  shut  them  off. 

1140.  Have  you  had  any  investigation  of  the  Oliphants  Hoek  supply? — Oh,  yes, 
we  have  been  there  picnicking. 

1141.  Has  it  been  gauged  ? — Yes. 

1142.  So  far  as  the  information  before  you  is  concerned,  are  you  favourably 
disposed  to  that? — Personally  I  like  it,  and  the  Board  is  favourably  disposed.  It  is 
of  excellent  qualify,  but  there  are  great  difficulties.  In  fact,  insurmountable  difficulties. 

1143.  Perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  to  tell  us  why  you  think  them  insurmountable  ? 
— We  will  never  get  over  the  question  of  riparian  rights.  It  runs  through  the 
Malmesbury  and  Paarl  Districts,  and  all  the  farmers  along  the  river  use  it.  If  it  is 
shut  off  higher  up,  stagnant  pools  will  result  all  along  the  Berg  River.  In  years  past, 
when  I  was  representing  Malmesbury,  I  invariably  found  that  when  a  ease  of  fever 
broke  out  in  that  part  it  originated  along  the  Berg  River. 

1144.  Is  the  Oliphants  River  the  main  source  ? — Almost  the  main  souroe. 

1145.  And  you  speak  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — Yes,  I  know  the  scheme  will  be 
opposed  by  no  less  than  three  Divisional  Councils. 

1146.  So  that  has  put  Woodstock  in  a  difficult  quarter  as  regards  the  Oliphants 
Hoek  River  scheme  ? — Yes.  Personally  I  may  say  that  I  would  have  gone  in  for 
neither  of  the  Oliphants  Hoek  or  the  Steenbras  River  schemes. 

1147.  Chairman.]  There  was  a  river  mentioned  to  us  called  the  Witte  River,  which 
is  a  branch  of  the  Breede  River  ;  are  you  acquainted  with  that  ? — I  know  that  very 
well,  as  I  was  born  near  by. 

1148.  Has  the  supply  from  that  river  been  mooted  by  your  Board  ? — It  has  never 
been  mooted,  because  I  believe  that  the  supply  of  water  does  not  belong  to  any  par¬ 
ticular  individual  just  now,  but  that  Mr.  Rhodes  has  purchased  it,  and  that  it  now 
belongs  to  the  De  Beers. 

1149.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  De  Beers  Company  ? — I  have  reason  to  believe 
■  that  that  is  the  case.  Some  £ years  ago  the  Witte  River  water  supply  was  offered 
to  the  Cape  Town  Council ;  they  went  to  inspect  it,  and  came  to  the  decision  that  it 
was  the  best  supply  in  South  Africa. 

1150.  Do  you  give  this  information  from  hearsay? — No,  I  know  that.  The 
whole  scheme  was  offered  to  the  Cape  Town  Council  for  £120,000,  with  all  the 
riparian  rights,  and  it  would  yield,  I  should  think,  four  or  five  million  gallons  a  day 
of  pure  mountain  water. 

1151.  Dr.  Gregory  ]  When  was  that?— About  nine  years  ago,  and  Cape  Town 
Council  declined  it,  but  at  that  time  Mr.  Stewart  made  the  greatest  mistake  he  ever 
committed  in  his  life  by  offering  the  Council  to  build  a  reservoir  on  Table  Moun¬ 
tain  at  a  certain  figure.  Since  then  Mr.  Rhodes  bought  the  place  for  £10,500,  but 
lower  down  all  the  riparian  rights  have  gone  back  to  the  people,  and  you  cannot 
get  them  now. 

1152.  Chairman.]  You  said  a  few  minutes  ago  that  the  riparian  rights  went 
down  along  the  Berg  River  as  far  as  the  sea  ;  would  not  the  riparian  rights  of  the 
Witte  River  run  in  the  same  way? — No;  the  Breede  River  comes  from  Worcester,  so 
that  taking  the  Witte  River  out  of  it  the  flow  of  the  water  would  not  be  affected,  and 
all  the  farmers  along  there  use  the  water  for  irrigation  purposes.  That  is  the  scheme 
we  ought  to  have. 

1153.  But  you  say  it  is  out  of  the  question? — I  don’t  think  it  is  obtainable 
now.  If  Mr.  Rhodes  were  alive  we  might  get  it,  but  unfortunately  he  is  gone. 

1154.  Mr.  Gurney.]  You  say  the  yield  would  be  between  four  and  five  million 
gallons  a  day  ? — Yes,  it  has  been  tested. 

1155.  Chairman.]  Is  there  another  that  you  can  think  of  ? — No. 

1156.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  Twenty-four  Rivers  which  runs  into  the 
Berg  River  ?J — Yes,  I  remember  having  seen  a  scheme  in  the  House  of  Assembly  some 
years  ago. 

1157.  That  was  Mr.  Bain’s  survey  ? — I  don’t  know. 

1158.  Do  you  know  that  part  ? — Yes. 
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1159.  Do  the  same  remarks  which  you  have  made  with  reference  to  the  Oliphants 
Hoek  River  on  the  question  of  riparian  rights,  &o.,  apply  to  the  Twenty-four  Rivers  ? 
— To  some  extent. 

1160.  Not  to  the  same  extent  ?— No. 

1161.  Is  tuat  because  there  is  a  larger  supply  of  water  ? — Just  so. 

1162.  It  would  not  affect  either  the  riparian  proprietors  on  the  Twenty-four 
Rivers  or  on  the  Berg  River? — No. 

1166.  Do  you  know  that  supply  ? — Well,  I  have  been  in  the  neighbourhood,  but 
I  cannot  tell  you  the  quantity  ;  there  are  a  lot  of  streams  from  all  parts,  and  it  is  a 
difficult  matter. 

1164.  You  have  only  the  general  impression  that  there  is  a  considerable  quantity 
of  water  available  from  that  source  with  similar  rights  as  on  the  Oliphants  Hoek 
River  ?— Yes. 

1165.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  the  number  of  the  houses  that  you  supply 
with  water  in  the  Municipalities? — We  supply  now  by  meter  416  houses  and  by 
dribble  5,691. 

1166.  In  the  four  Municipalities  ? — Yes. 

1167.  A  total  of  about  6,000  houses  ? — Over  6,000. 

1168.  And  are  you  still  supplying  to  the  Railway  Department  ? — Yes. 

1169.  Where  do  you  deliver  that,  at  their  station? — Yes,  mostly  at  Salt  River 
and  Woodstock. 

1170.  Would  they  be  prepared  to  take  more  than  you  are  inclined  to  give? — 
Well,  we  have  tried  to  limit  them  down  to  a  certain  amount  to  increase  the  supply  of 
our  other  customers,  but  we  have  invariably  found  that  they  got  over  the  limitation. 

1171.  And  you  supply  them  by  meter? — Yes. 

1172.  And  at  the  same  charge? — I  will  give  you  the  figures.  They  receive  one 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  gallons  a  day,  and  they  paid  us  £8,081  10s.  That 
is  contract  price. 

1173.  All  that  you  deliver  at  Salt  River  ? — The  majority,  yes,  and  then  of 
course  it  goes  over  the  whole  system  of  the  railway  from  there. 

1174.  Where  do  you  enter  upon  railway  property  ? — At  Salt  River,  Woodstock, 
and  Kenilworth.  Salt  River  and  Woodstock  are  the  two  chief  supplies.  Salt  River 
has  the  greatest. 

1175.  Do  I  understand  four  delivery  pipes  went  to  these  meters? — Yes. 

1176.  Has  your  Board  any  idea  of  the  population  it  is  supplying? — Yes;  I  cannot 
give  you  the  population  of  last  year,  but  I  can  give  you  that  of  the  year  before. 

1177.  That  is  for  the  year  1900  ? — Yes. 

1178.  How  have  you  arrived  at  that  population  ? — We  have  that  from  the 
returns. 

1179.  You  mean  perhaps  the  census  of  1891  ? — No,  no  ;  it  is  much  later.  We 
get  it  from  the  Municipal  returns.  Claremont  had  a  population  then  of  15,000,  and  it 
is  now  18,000, 1  think. 

1180.  Do  you  mean  to  say  it  has  gone  up  3,000  in  one  year? — No,  I  am  not 
quite  certain.  I  was  told  the  other  day  it  was  18,000,  but  I  don’t  know  exactly. 

1181.  That  is  the  Municipal  census? — Yes.  That  of  Claremont  1,785  houses. 
Ipmdebosch  population  5,500,  number  of  houses  850.  Mowbray  7,500  with  1,050. 
Woodstock  30,000  with  3,000  houses,  and  Maitland  2,500  with  388  houses.  Total 
houses,  7,073. 

1182.  You  have  mentioned  Maitland,  but  that  is  not  included  in  your  area  under 
the  Act? — No. 

1183.  How  does  it  come  in? — We  have  been  supplying  them  with  water,  but  now 
that  it  has  a  separate  Municipality  we  have  been  considering  the  point  of  leaving 
Maitland  out. 

1184.  You  are  under  no  obligation  to  supply  them? — No. 

1185.  You  supply  them  so  far  as  you  can  spare  the  water  from  other  consumers  ? 
—Oh  yes,  we  like  to  supply  people  who  take  water  instead  of  whisky. 

1186.  It  would  be  better  to  send  the  water  to  Maitland  than  to  the  railway 
people  ? — Yes,  it  would. 

1187.  And  of  course  you  will  contemplate  supplying  Maitland  because  at  the 
same  time  you  contemplate  enlarging  your  supply  ? — We  are  not  yet  out  of  the 
wood  in  regard  to  a  sufficient  water  scheme. 

1188.  You  are  building  a  reservoir  just  now,  what  is  the  estimated  cost  of  that  ? 
—£71,000. 

1189.  What  is  the  capacity  of  it  ? — 30,000,000  gallons. 

1190.  And  are  you  raising  money  for  that  ? — That  was  the  new  loan  which  we 
submitted  to  the  London  Market  only  a  few  weeks  ago,  but  we  did  not  succeed. 
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r  (  'J1'-  1191.  £71,000,  and  it  would  only  give  you  aoapaoity  of  30,000,000  gallons  ?— It 

'  '  *_1  j0UW'  is  the  cheapest  tender  we  could  get. 

loth  April,  1902.  1192.  How  is  it  being  built  ? — With  concrete  mostly.  It  is  at  a  very  high  level, 

aud  out  of  it  we  would  be  able  to  supply  the  highest  points  including  the  Walmer 
Estate  in  Woodstock. 

1193.  Have  you  auy  figures  to  compare  that  cost  with  ? — No. 

1194.  Do  you  know  what  the  Woodhead  Reservoir  will  cost  ? — Do  you  mean  the 
one  on  the  mountain  that  leaks  ? 

1195.  We  will  assume  that  it  does  not  leak,  but  do  you  know  the  capacity  ? — No. 
1  did  know ;  I  also  knew  what  it  cost,  but  I  have  forgotten.  I  think  it  would  be 
something  similar  to  the  one  which  we  intend  to  construct  if  we  carry  out  the  Steenbras 
River  Scheme,  but  our  reservoir  is  quite  different,  as  it  has  to  be  excavated,  and  a  much 
more  expensive  piece  of  work.  In  their  case  there  is  only  a  wall  to  be  built,  and  that 
throws  the  water  back  over  a  large  tract  of  country. 

1 196.  Are  there  no  other  places  in  your  neighbourhood  to  build  a  reservoir? — No. 
That  reservoir  is  for  the  purpose  of  storing  mountain  water,  and  also  water  which 
might  come  from  any  other  scheme  that  we  may  adopt  would  go  into  it  and  be  dis¬ 
tributed  from  there. 

1197.  You  don’t  defend  the  actual  cost;  it  is  inevitable? — Ido  defend  the  cost 
because  it  is  the  lowest  tender  we  could  get. 

1198.  Apart  from  that  would  you  admit  that  the  cost  is  comparatively  high 
for  the  capacity  ? — No. 

1199.  Suppose  I  mention  to  you  a  town  where  there  is  a  90,000,000  gallon 
reservoir,  which  cost  only  £16,000  some  ten  years  ago  and  is  still  in  good  order, 
what  would  you  say  ? — I  would  say  that  the  question  of  cost  depends  upon  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  country. 

1200.  The  question  of  storage  is  one  which  the  Commission  will  have  to  enquire 
into,  and  what  I  want  to  find  out  is,  how  you  can  build  a  reservoir  for  £71,000 
which  will  hold  only  30,000,000  gallons  of  water  and  at  the  same  time  deliver  it  to  the 
consumer  at  a  very  low  rate  ?  I  may  say,  for  instance,  that  the  Woodhead  Reservoir 
cost  £140,000  aud  has  a  capacity  of  225,000,000  gallons  ? — Well,  suppose  that  we 
take  the  Molteno  Reservoir,  what  is  the  capacity  of  that,  and  what  does  it  not 
cost?  That  is  a  fair  criterion.  We  don’t  wish  to  be  compared  with  the  Woodhead 
Reservoir. 

1201.  The  question  is,  is  it  an  inevitable  cost,  or  is  it  a  fair  cost? — I  think 
it  is  fair. 

1202.  And  it  is  not  an  excessive  cost  to  the  ratepayers  in  yout  opinion  ? — No  ; 
you  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  building  of  a  reservoir  to-day  would  cost  very  much 
more  than  it  would  have  cost  to  build  seven  or  eight  years  ago. 

1203.  But  how  far  would  your  supply  be  augmented  by  an  expenditure  of 
£71,000  when  the  storage  capacity  provided  for  that  money  is  only  30,000,000 
gallons ;  if  the  water  brought  from  the  Steenbras  River  had  to  be  stored  in  this 
reservoir  your  supply  would  soon  be  exhausted  ? — I  don’t  think  so. 

1204.  Dr.  Gregory .]  You  pay  £217,000  for  virtually  a  supply  of  half  a  million 
gallons  a  day  when  you  took  your  servitude  supplies? — No,  I  won’t  say  that. 

1205.  You  supply  349,000,000? — 349,000,000  were  pumped  last  year,  but 
beyond  that  there  is  a  supply  from  the  mountain  which  is  not  pumped,  you  must 
add  a  considerable  amount  to  that. 

1206.  How  much  did  you  supply  last  year  then  ? — Our  daily  consumption  last 
year  was  1,075,000  gallons  per  day. 

1207.  Did  that  include  the  servitude  ? — That  includes  the  pumping  and  the 
mountain  supply. 

1208.  That  includes  what  Mr.  Ohlsson  takes  ? — No,  exclusive  of  that. 

1209.  That  is  1,075,000  gallons  per  day? — Yes. 

1210.  Then  you  pay  £217,000  for  that? — Well,  we  paid  that  for  the  whole 
concern. 

1211.  So  that  if  you  spend  another  £71,000  on  a  reservoir  it  would  make  a  total 
expenditure  of  £300,000  ? — In  round  figures. 

1212.  Do  you  think  that  compares  favourably  or  unfavourably  with  what  you 
would  get  from  one  large  scheme  such  as  the  Steenbras  River  or  the  Olipliant’s  Hoek 
River  ? — If  I  was  satisfied  that  from  either  of  those  schemes  you  could  get  your  water 
supply  direct  by  gravitation,  then  of  course  in  the  long  run  it  would  cost  much  less 
than  the  present  system  which  we  have ;  you  cannot  get  away  from  that. 

1213.  But  I  gather  from  your  evidence  that  you  will  sooner  or  later  have  to  take 
up  some  soheme  ? — As  the  population  is  increasing  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
do  so. 
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1214.  Would  it  not  have  been  better  to  have  undertaken  a  main  scheme  for  the 
whole  at  once  ? — No  ;  it  was  better  to  take  over  the  water  works  then. 

1215.  I  understand  then  that  the  sohemes  having  been  put  off  so  long,  it  became  t-5th  April,  1902. 
absolutely  necessary  to  acquire  the  Cape  Town  water  works  to  meet  the  present  needs  ? 

— I  won’t  say  that  exactly. 

1216.  I  mean  the  question  has  been  put  off  so  long  by  the  different  local  authorities 
that  it  became  necessary  to  do  something  at  once  as  a  matter  of  urgency,  and  with  that 
view  it  was  considered  better  to  secure  the  Cape  District  Water  Works  ? — True,  within 
another  year  or  two  there  will  be  sucli  a  demand  for  water  that  we  cannot  supply  it,  and 
if  this  30,000,000  gallon  reservoir  is  finished  it  would  fill  during  the  winter,  and  that 
would  mean  months’  supply  to  us. 

1217.  If  there  had  been  some  foresight  on  the  part  of  the  Council  in  adopting  a 
comprehensive  scheme  some  years  ago,  it  would  not  have  been  necessary  to  undertake 
this  comparatively  expensive  one  of  the  Cape  District  Waterworks  ? — I  don’t  know ; 
we  have  thought  it  right  to  do  it. 

1218.  You  mean  that  the  Cape  District  Waterworks  rights  would  have  interfered 
with  a  subsequent  scheme  ? — They  might  have  clashed. 

1219.  And  therefore  it  was  better  to  acquire  the  Cape  District  Waterworks  scheme 
as  a  preliminary? — Just  so. 

1220.  Have  you  any  catohment  area  for  the  Cape  District  Waterworks? — Not 
much. 

1221.  Then  your  new  reservoir  is  practically  simply  required  to  store  surplus 
water  in  the  wet  season  ? — Rain  water. 

1222.  But  the  rain  water  would  imply  a  catchment  area  ? — Yes,  we  have  a  sufficient 
oatchment  area  to  fill  this  reservoir  without  a  drain  on  any  of  the  springs. 

1223.  How  many  acres  does  your  catohment  area  consist  of  ? — It  is  the  whole 
slope  of  the  mountain,  from  the  boundary  of  Mr.  Rhodes’  place  on  this  side  it  extends 
right  through  to  the  boundary  of  his  farm  on  the  other  side. 

1224.  Is  that  your  own  land  ? — Yes. 

1225.  So  that  you  can  conserve  it  ? — Yes  ;  I  forget  the  area  now. 

1226.  Chairman .]  It  belongs  to  the  Water  Board  ? — Yes,  it  is  all  that  wooded 
oouutry,  with  here  and  there  a  small  plot  of  private  property,  some  of  which  we  have 
bought  out. 

1227.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  But  if  your  reservoir  is  going  to  depend  upon  the  catchment 
area,  what  steps  are  you  taking  to  preserve  it  ? — There  are  no  steps  necessary,  and  by 
the  time  that  the  reservoir  is  ready  we  shall  have  all  the  springs  and  streams  that  I  have 
spoken  of  which  will  run  into  it. 

1228.  And  it  will  have  to  fill  up  from  the  catchment  area  ? — Yes,  we  are  only 
going  to  fill  this  reservoir  during  the  winter,  although  we  might  do  so  by  pumping  in 
summer. 

1229.  That  is  then  the  surface  water  ? — Yes. 

1230.  Who  owns  the  water  ? — We  ;  it  falls  upon  our  grounds,  and  we  collect  it. 

1231.  This  is  surface  water  that  actually  falls  on  your  ground  ? — Yes,  our  ground 
extends  right  up  to  the  cliffs. 

1232.  And  will  you  take  steps  to  prevent  pollution  ? — It  is  not  necessary,  no  one 
oan  pollute  it. 

1233.  You  say  it  is  a  valuable  asset  ?  In  which  way  ? — In  supplying  us  with  an 
additional  water  supply,  and  if  at  any  future  time  we  should  decide  to  sell  it  in  plots, 
it  would  realise  a  large  amount.  It  extends  right  down  to  Newlands  Avenue,  and  that 
part  would  be  valuable  for  building. 

1234.  Chairman.]  All  that  land  you  got  with  the  Company’s  assets  which  you 
bought  ? — Yes. 

1235.  Dr.  Gregory.]  You  are  at  present  really  not  meeting  the  demands  ? — Well, 
up  to  the  present  we  have ;  we  have  refused  no  application  except  that  from  Maitland. 

1236.  And  the  Railway  Department  ? — Yes,  we  cut  them  down  ;  although  it  is 
really  a  matter  of  a  few  years  only  when  it  will  become  a  very  serious  question  to  us. 

I  think  within  the  next  two  years  or  eighteen  months. 

1237.  And  something  has  got  to  be  done  within  that  time  ? — Yes. 

1238.  You  say  you  have  been  giving  part  of  the  supply  of  Woodstock  to  Cape 
Town  ? — No,  we  have  not  been  giving  it. 

1239.  You  had  to  give  it  ? — Yes. 

1240.  And  I  gather  from  what  you  say  that  you  really  don’t  wish  to  have  Wood- 
stock  in  your  scheme  ? — No,  we  get  on  very  well,  but  Woodstock  is  always  troubling. 

1241.  The  tendency  of  your  evidence  is  that  you  would  rather  not  supply  Wood- 
stock  ? — I  want  a  man  to  get  on  with  me,  not  always  seeking  something  new. 
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T  ^  ^T- ;  t  1242.  For  certain  reasons  they  are  working  with  the  Board  with  some  difficulty  ? 

''ll.  °"  '  It  is  very  difficult  for  me  to  say,  but  they  consider  that  Oliphant’s  ELoek  is  a  gold  mine 
16th  April,  1902.  to  them  compared  with  the  other. 

1243.  Hut  is  it  not  your  opinion  that  it  is  far  better  to  run  the  water  supply  under 
one  Board  and  that  it  would  not  be  the  right  measure  to  let  Woodstock  separate  off  ? — 
Do  you  mean  by  one  Board  Claremont,  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  ? 

1244.  As  many  as  you  can  bring  into  it  ? — No,  I  would  not  be  favourably 
disposed  towards  that.  I  would  not  personally  consent  to  the  present  Board  of 
Claremont,  Mowbray  and  Rondebosch  being  swallowed  up  by  a  larger  Board,  because 
that  would  materially  tell  against  us. 

1245.  In  what  way  ? — We  would  make  them  a  present  of  a  very  valuable  asset — 
the  Albion  Spring. 

1246.  And  you  are  running  this  as  a  commercial  concern  instead  of  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public  ? — No. 

1247.  Is  not  the  dribble  system  considered  a  bad  one  generally  and  that  it  is 
better  to  supply  the  water  direct  ? — I  may  say  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difficulty.  I 
believe  in  neither  the  dribble  system  nor  the  meter  system,  and  would  prefer  the  zone 
system. 

1248.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  zone  system  ? — A  full  supply  for  a'  certain  time 
and  then  withdraw  the  water. 

1249.  That  is  only  a  matter  of  service  ? — Yes,  it  is  distribution. 

1250.  But  amongst  householders  there  is  a  consensus  of  sanitary  opinion  that  the 
dribble  system  is  a  bad  system  for  the  householder  to  take  his  supply  from  ?  It  is 
because  it  is  stored  in  indifferent  tanks  ? — That  is  the  fault  of  the  proprietor. 

1251.  Oh,  no;  but  from  a  health  point  of  view? — You  will  be  surprised  in  what 
state  people  keep  their  tanks  sometimes,  as  I  noticed  an  instance  in  Cape  Town  the 
other  day. 

1252.  From  a  public  health  point  of  view,  people  should  take  their  water  from  a 
meter  direct  from  a  haain  ? — Yes,  that  would  be  better. 

1253.  Now,  does  not  your  charge  varying  from  two  to  three  pounds  per  meter 
rent  militate  against  that  ? — You  can  hardly  expect  us  considering  our  youth  and  the 
fact  that  our  ventures  are  in  the  nature  of  experiments  to  be  quite  perfect,  but  I  dare¬ 
say  that  in  course  of  time  as  things  develop,  we  should  be  able  to  improve  upon  many 
of  these  systems  at  present  in  vogue. 

1254.  You  are  running  it  now  as  a  commercial  venture  ? — Yes.  Suppose  we  ran 
it  at  a  loss,  it  would  mean  a  tax  on  the  landed  proprietors. 

1255.  Yes,  but  you  are  not  running  it  at  a  loss;  you  are  putting  all  the  revenue 
into  permanent  works  ? — We  cannot  get  out  of  it  just  now  ;  I  don’t  see  how  we  can  do 
with  less  construction  at  present. 

1256.  Is  that  not  an  argument  that  you  should  have  one  Board  with  proper 
powers  and  exercising  authority  over  all  these  areas  ? — That  is  quite  another  thing  to 
have  proper  powers ;  that  is  where  the  Act  is  deficient  and  the  Board  has  not  the 
proper  powers. 

1257.  If  it  had  the  proper  powers  do  you  think  it  would  be  better  to  take  in  a 
larger  area  under  one  Board  ? — No,  that  I  do  not  agree  with.  I  don’t  believe  in  one 
Board  taking  the  control  of  the  whole  water  question  in  the  Peninsula,  I  think  it 
would  be  a  failure. 

1258.  Why  ? — Because  you  will  have  no  universal  treatment.  I  may  be  wrong, 
but  that  is  my  opinion. 

1259.  You  have  not  had  that  experience  as  far  as  the  water  is  concerned  with  the 
four  districts? — We  have  a  case  now  with  Woodstock.  Wynberg  have  their  own 
scheme  and  their  own  supply  and  they  get  on  very  well. 

1260.  But  you  will  admit  that  it  would  be  very  much  more  expensive  to  run  each 
one  with  a  separate  staff  ? — I  am  not  so  sure. 

1261.  Who  is  your  Engineer? — Mr.  Wright. 

1262.  And  what  does  your  staff  cost  you  annually  ? — £1,702  10s.  was  the  amount 
paid  for  salaries  last  year,  and  includes  the  Secretary,  Engineer,  and  whole  staff. 

1263.  Would  not  that  sum  be  duplicated  again  if  Woodstock  went  out?  — Yes,  I 
daresay  it  would,  but  then  I  take  it  that  Woodstock  will  be  able  to  look  better  after  its 
own  interest. 

1264.  But  don’t  you  think  that  the  best  human  forethought  could  arrange  schemes 
for  these  several  places  where  the  units  would  be  looked  after  ? — That  requires 
consideration. 

1265.  The  principle  of  absorption  and  amalgamation  :  is  not  that  a  sound  one  ? — 
Yes,  to  some  extent  it  is,  but  I  don’t  know  whether  I  can  apply  it  to  the  waterworks. 

1266.  What  things  do  you  advooate  it  in  ? — Drainage  and  sewage  ;  there  I  think 
we  have  to  drop  into  one  basket. 
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12G7.  And  where  does  water  differ  from  drainage  and  sewage  ? — In  this  way,  that 
we  have  a  valuable  asset  in  the  case  of  water.  Woodstock  has  no  valuable  asset  like 
we  have. 

1268.  But  Woodstock  has  put  its  liability  into  it  ? — Yes. 

1269.  It  is  of  value  P — Yes. 

1270.  And  you  will  have  to  pay  it  out  ? — That  is  where  you  are  wrong. 

1271.  Chairman.^  Suppose  the  Sheriff  was  asked  to  raise  this  £217,000,  how 
would  he  get  the  money  ? — He  would  sell  the  whole  concern  and  take  the  money. 

1272.  But  is  not  that  money  to  be  regarded  as  a  loan  under  the  Public  Bodies 
Debts  Act,  and,  if  the  money  had  to  be  realised,  would  not  the  proper  course  be  for  the 
creditor  to  apply  to  the  Court  to  levy  a  rate  to  that  amount  ? — Yes,  I  suppose  to  some 
extent. 
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1273.  Therefore  it  is  a  joint  liability  and  is  equally  divided  between  the 
Municipalities  so  that  each  Municipality  would  be  liable  for  one  quarter  of  the  capital 
invested  ? — To  some  extent ;  but  still  that  is  not  exactly  what  I  mean.  The  position  I 
hold  is  this,  that  we  have  jointly  and  severally  purchased  certain  things.  No  money 
has  passed  ;  one  of  the  parties  wants  to  withdraw,  and  he  would  be  allowed  to  do  so  if 
the  others  agree  to  take  over  the  liabilities  and  assets. 

1274.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Suppose  that  Woodstock  borrowed  its  share  of  the  liability 
and  paid  in  the  money  P — It  cannot  do  that,  as  the  Act  provides  for  it.  But  that 
is  just  our  difficulty  :  Woodstock  is  always  wanting  something  or  other  and  we  can  do 
nothing  without  her  consent. 

1275.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  But  then  Woodstock  has  not  made  any  proposal  to  withdraw, 
it  simply  wishes  to  be  allowed  to  augment  its  water  supply  at  its  own  cost  ? — No,  it 
has  not  made  a  formal  proposal  to  withdraw,  but  Mr.  Behr,  the  Mayor,  asked  me  one 
day  how  we  would  view  it  if  Woodstock  withdrew. 

1276.  That  is  not  formal  ? — No;  no  proposition  has  been  made.  They  want  our 
supply  and  then  take  their  additional  supply  as  well. 

1277.  Suppose  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  were  to  decide  to  take  up  a  water 
scheme,  do  you  hold  that  you  could  interfere  with  their  getting  a  second  supply  on 
their  own  account  ? — We  have  just  submitted  that  point  for  legal  opinion  and  have  had 
no  reply  yet. 

1278.  Chairman .]  The  Act  is  deficient  P — Yes,  the  Act  is  wanting. 

1279.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  You  say  that  the  two  schemes  would  be  a  very  expensive 
thing? — Yes,  b"t  Woodstock  is  going  to  develop  a  great  deal,  and  it  will  have  to 
supply  Maitland,  Milnerton  and  othor  Suburban  areas.  Our  original  idea  in  taking  / 
both  schemes  was  to  get  one  supply  for  the  whole  of  the  area. 

1280.  Why  did  you  go  back  upon  that  ? — Because  Woodstock  kicks. 

1281.  Then  the  principle  of  amalgamation  is  good,  but  the  attitude  taken  up 
Woodstock  creates  a  difficulty  in  working  ? — Yes. 

1282.  So  that  if  you  had  a  Board  with  proper  powers,  it  might  work  ? — No,  the 
Act  should  be  amended  so  that  the  majority  could  decide. 

1283.  Your  principle  is  all  right,  but  there  is  a  flaw  in  the  working  ? — Yes.  With 
us  the  idea  has  been  a  large  scheme  to  supply  all  the  water  that  is  necessary,  even  Cape 
Town  and  the  Docks,  when  they  ran  short. 

1284.  All  that  is  required  is  better  machinery  ? — Yes,  and  the  consent  of  Wood- 
stock. 

1285.  You  said  you  were  not  quite  out  of  the  wood  yet  as  regards  the  water 
schemes;  what  do  you  mean  by  that  ? — We  cannot  come  to  terms  without  Woodstock. 

1286.  So  that  it  comes  round  to  the  one  thing  again  ? — Yes,  the  Act. 

1287.  Mr.  Gurney .]  In  spite  of  what  you  said,  the  Oliphants  Hoek  is  considered  a 
very  good  scheme  ;  now  which  scheme  would  you  advocate  ? — I  would  advocate  both 
schemes  if  Oliphants  Hoek  could  be  obtained. 

1288.  But  would  not  one  scheme  be  sufficient? — No,  not  for  the  whole  of  the 
future  requirements  of  all  the  suburbs,  as  there  will  be  a  tremendous  demand  for  water 
soon,  and  even  supposing  either  of  them  were  sufficient,  I  would  take  Oliphants  Hoek 
before  Steenbras  River. 

1289.  Why  ? — Because  the  water  is  purer  and  better.  It  is  similar  to  that  of  Witte 
River  and  is  not  off-coloured  like  the  Steenbras  River. 


1290.  You  say  Mr.  Rhodes  purchased  the  rights  of  the  Witte  River  for  £10,500, 
but  many  of  the  riparian  rights  have  gone  back  to  the  owners,  so  that  he  doesjnot 
possess  the  whole  thing  ? — No,  the  farm  is  where  the  water  rises,  and  he  possesses  the 
source  of  the  riparian  rights. 

1291.  And  then  you  think  this  could  not  be  acquired  now  without  great  cost  ? — 
It  is  difficult  to  say,  people  don’t  cultivate  now  like  they  used  to  along  the  river,  and  it 
may  be  possible  to  obtain  these  rights  at  a  reasonable  figure  even  now. 
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1292.  You  said  that  the  Woodhead  Reservoir  was  leaking,  what  grounds  had  you 
for  that  ? — I  saw  it  in  the  papers. 

1293.  What  is  }'our  reason  for  borrowing  at  5  per  cent,  from  the  bank  instead  of 
at  the  lower  rate  at  which  local  bodies  usually  borrow  from  3|  to  4  per  cent.  ? — Where  ? 

1294.  In  the  London  market? — We  have  tried  the  London  market,  but  failed. 

1295.  Why  did  that  fail  ? — That  is  the  question.  I  have  my  own  opinion  on 
that  point.  I  should  not  like  to  give  expression  to  that  here,  but  one  reason  is,  I 
think,  it  was  put  in  at  the  wrong  time. 

1296.  Then  don’t  you  consider  that  with  a  properly  constituted  Board  with  proper 
powers  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  credit  and  loans? — No,  I  believe  there 
has  not  been  a  better  thing  put  in  the  London  market  than  the  one  we  put  forward, 
and  I  think  the  English  investors  made  a  great  mistake  in  not  going  in  for  it.  But  if 
you  had  proper  power,  in  my  opinion,  the  Board  would  have  no  difficulty. 

1297.  If  you  have  an  unanimous  Board? — The  Board  was  quite  unanimous. 

1298.  But  there  is  a  certain  disunion? — No,  not  the  slightest  effect  would  that 
exercise,  but  there  is  something  else  behind  it. 


WEDNESDAY,  16th  APRIL,  1902. 

Present  : 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers. 

Mr.  Lawrence. 

Mr.  Samuel  Tonkin  further  examined. 

1299.  Chairman.']  When  you  left  off  your  evidence  the  other  day  we  were  just 
beginning  to  put  you  some  questions  with  regard  to  the  roads  and  streets  of  Mowbray  ; 
do  you  claim  that  your  streets  and  roads  are  in  fair  order? — Yes,,  in  reasonable  order. 

1300.  How  do  they  compare  with  the  section  of  the  main  divisional  roads  which 
pass  through  your  area  ? — I  think  our  roads  are  better. 

1301.  In  the  statement  that  you  sent  in  I  see  that  you  spent  £14,  r  88  on  street 
construction  ?— I  think  the  Clerk  gave  you  the  particulars. 

1302.  As  far  as  you  know  that  would  be  about  correct  ?— I  think  so. 

1303.  And  how  much  of  this  amount  has  been  spent  since  the  Act  of  1896  was 
extended  to  the  Municipality  of  Mowbray  ? — I  cannot  say,  I  take  it  that  that  Act  will 
only  apply  to  properties  that  would  be  subdivided  after  the  passing  thereof. 

1304.  Just  so? — There  have  been  no  roads  constructed  on  properties  subdivided 
since  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

1305.  The  loan  then  was  contracted  before  that  Act  was  extended  to  your 
Municipality  ?— The  bulk  of  it,  yes.  The  statement  from  which  you  quote  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  last  five  years.  But  we  also  raised  a  loan  of  £25,000  in  1899. 

1306.  That  was  from  the  South  African  Mutual  Association  ?— Yes. 

1307.  And  according  to  the  returns  sent  in  by  the  Clerk  £14,788  appears  as  a 
portion  of  that  loan  ?— All  that,  except  perhaps  £500,  has  been  expended  since. 

1308.  That  loan  was  raised  to  cover  indebtedness  already  in  existence  ?— No. 

1309.  But  I  understand  that  this  loan  of  £25,000  was  raised  in  1899  ?— Yes. 

1310.  Well,  and  the  £14,788  for  the  expenditure  of  making  new  streets  :  had  that 

been  spent  before  1896? — It  could  not  have  been.  .  * 

1311.  What  I  am  trying  to  get  at  is  this :  the  Municipal  Amendment  Act,  which 
gave  you  the  power  to  charge  the  owners  of  new  lands  in  wnieh  new  streets  were  being 
laid  out  the  cost  of  construction,  was  passed  in  1896,  and  T  want  to  know  how  much  of 
this  £14,788  had  been  spent  before  the  Act  came  into  force,  or  how  much  has  been 
spent  in  consequence  of  it  ? — I  may  say  that  none  of  it  has  been  expended  undei  that 
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Act,  that  i3  to  say,  the  Act  has  not  as  yet  beeome  applicable  to  any  constructions  of 
this  kind. 

1312.  You  raised  the  loan  in  1899  ? — Yes. 

1313.  How  is  it  that  in  this  return  that  sum  of  £14,788  appears  as  a  portion  of  that 
loan  ? — The  fact  is  that  a  portion  of  these  roads  had  been  constructed  out  of  the  previous 
loan,  and  as  the  owners  had  aiso  already  paid  a  special  rate  towards  the  construction 
of  these  roads  for  two  years,  the  Council  thought  it  would  be  right  that  these  roads  that 
happened  to  be  left  should  be  constructed  on  the  same  basis  as  those  previous  to  1896, 
and  the  rates  treated  accordingly. 

1314.  But  what  period  of  construction  would  that  £14,788  really  apply  to, 
because  that  is  the  point  that  I  wish  to  get  hold  of  ? — I  don’t  know. 

1315.  How  has  the  passing  of  the  Act  affected  you  then  ? — It  has  not  affected  us 
up  to  the  present  time,  but  it  will  affect  us  soon  ;  the  rates  upon  the  new  portions 
which  have  been  subdivided  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  have  not  yet  been  levied. 

1316.  Then  the  net  result  is  this,  that'  you  have  not  as  yet  taken  advantage  of 
the  powers  given  you  under  that  Act  ? — No. 

1317.  What  do  you  include  in  the  making  of  a  new  street  in  Mowbray  ?- — We 
include  the  forming,  making,  kerbing  and  guttering.  The  street  is  not  considered 
made  until  the  kerbing  and  guttering  is  all  done,  and  if  any  kerbing  should  be  left 
it  is  finished  afterwards. 

1318.  You  have  a  good  deal  of  that  still  to  do? — Yes  ;  first  we  had  to  do  the  old 
roads  and  now  of  course  the  new  roads. 

1319.  And  compel  the  owners  in  that  neighbourhood  to  pay  half  ? — Yes. 

1320.  What  proportion  of  your  streets  within  the  Mowbray  Municipality  would 
still  have  to  be  made,  or  put  in  proper  order  ?— I  should  say  more  than  half  of  them. 

1321.  How  do  you  propose  to  raise  money  to  do  that  with  ? — We  shall  have  to 
borrow  more  money  when  this  loan  is  expended,  to  complete  some  of  them  with.  Mr. 
Reid  informs  me  now  that  three-fourths  of  our  roads  are  already  done. 

1322.  It  appears  from  this  return  that  the  loan  has  already  been  expended  ? — \es. 

1323.  The  whole  of  the  loans  that  you  have  taken  up? — Yes;  of  the  new  loan 
now  we  have  taken  up  £7,000,  which  is  included  in  the  £58,000. 

1324.  The  statement  shows  two  loans — one  from  the  South  African  Association, 
and  one  from  the  South  African  Mutual  Association  ? — Yes,  but  we  have  raised 
another  one  of  £21,000,  which  we  had  to  take  up. 

1325.  And  that  will  all  be  expended  in  making  roads  ? — Yes,  and  for  kerbing 
and  guttering. 

1326.  What  do  you  expect  to  be  your  rate  in  the  pound  in  Mowbray  in 
consequence  of  that  borrowing  ? — I  don’t  think  we  shall  require  more  than  threepence 
next  year,  but  of  course  it  will  depend. 

1327.  And  the  tenants’  rates? — That,  I  think,  will  be  one  shilling,  the  same  as 

last  year.  « 

1328.  You  will  have  to  go  to  the  ratepayers  ? — Yes,  we  give  notice,  and  if  there 
is  any  objection  then  a  poll  is  taken. 

1329.  You  did  that  lately  with  reference  to  the  fourpenny  rate  ? — Yes  ;  we  are 
limited  to  twopence  under  the  Act  No.  45  of  1882. 

1329  (a).  According  to  the  return  I  have  here,  there  are  2f  miles  of  Divisional 
Council  roads  within  the  boundaries  of  your  Municipality? — ¥es,  we  calculate  2| 
miles  as  near  as  possible. 

1330.  You  say  your  streets  are  generally  kept  in  as  good  a  condition  as  the 

Divisional  roads  ? — Yes,  quite  as  good,  if  not  better.  ' 

1331.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  discussion  about  that  point,  as  to  who  shall 
have  the  control  of  that  2§  miles  of  road  ? — Yes. 

1332.  I  suppose  it  is  your  contention  that  you  pay  too  much  for  what  you  get 
direotly  ? — Oh,  certainly,  that  has  been  our  contention  all  through. 

1333.  According  to  this  return,  your  Municipality  appears  to  have  paid  to  the 
Divisional  Council  £3,122  in  respect  of  main  roads  passing  through  the  whole  of  the 
Cape  Division,  and  the  proportion  of  that  expended  within  the  Municipality  of  Mowbray 
for  the  year  would  be  £800  ? — According  to  those  figures ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  those 
figures  are  incorrect.  Mowbray,  unfortunately,  forms  part  of  two  field-cornetcies,  and 
the  Divisional  Council  accounts  are  kept  by  field-cornetcies,  and  the  roads  consequently 
overlap. 

1334.  This  is  the  Divisional  Council  return,  and  according  to  that  the  amount 
expended  for  the  twelve  months  within  the  Mowbray  Municipality  is  £800  5s.  3d.  ? — 
Yes. 

1335.  And  the  extent  within  the  Municipality  of  Rondebosoh  given  at  4^  miles 
has  received  an  expenditure  of  £2,055  0s.  lOd.  ? — I  think  those  figiu-es  are  wrong. 
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1336.  Would  you  give  some  explanation  of  that? — They  have  their  roads  made  by 
sections,  the  first  section  going  up  to  and  including  Woodstock ;  then  a  section  goes  on 
whioh  inoludes  Roudebosch  aud  Mowbray.  There  must  be  an  error  in  the  figures 
owing  to  the  overlapping  of  these  seotions  in  the  different  Municipalities. 

1337.  But  the  error  would  be  to  your  advantage  ?  Yes. 

1338.  That  is  to  say  more  is  expended  in  your  Municipality  than  appears  here  ? — 
Yes,  but  it  is  a  nuisance  having  no  control. 

1339.  I  am  ooming  to  that ;  the  total  amount  raised  for  maintaining  the  roads 
outside  the  Municipal  boundaries  appears  to  be  £13,415 ;  have  you  any  idea  how  much 
of  that  you  contribute  from  Mowbray  ? — The  difference  would  be  between  the  amount 
whioh  they  expended  within  our  Municipality  and  the  amount  which  they  received  from 
our  rates.  They  received  from  us  £2,000,  and  they  spent  £800,  so  that  we  have  been 
paying  towards  the  up-keep  of  outside  roads,  £1,200. 

1340.  From  the  return  it  appears  that  they  received  £3,122,  and  that  they  paid 
back  £800  ? — Then  we  would  b9  contributing  about  £2,300. 

1341.  On  this  ground  the  various  Municipalities  iu  the  Peninsula  have  made 
complaint  of  the  Divisional  Council  in  that  Municipalities  are  over-taxed  for  the 
maintenance  of  extra-municipal  roads,  and  that  the  roads  within  the  Municipalities  are 
not  maintained  in  that  condition  of  efficiency  that  the  Municipalities  believe  the  amount 
of  money  that  has  been  exacted  warrants  ? — Yes. 

1342.  That  is  a  grievance  that  you  have  in  common  with  all  the  Municipalities  ? — 

Yes. 

1343.  And  it  has  been  the  subject  of  a  Conference  between  you?— It  has  been. 

1344.  I  have  here  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  Conference  that  was  held  some¬ 
where  about  the  beginning  of  this  year,  and  I  understand  you  attended  that 
Conference  ? — Yes,  I  did. 

1345.  Certain  resolutions  were  adopted  ? — They  were. 

1346.  The  general  effect  sought  by  these  resolutions,  as  far  as  I  understand  them, 
is  to  put  the  Municipalities  in  a  better  position  with  reference  to  the  control  of  the 
roads  within  their  own  boundaries,  and  to  ease  taxation  in  respect  of  the  roads  outside 
their  boundaries  ? — That  is  it. 

1347.  A  resolution  was  passed  to  that  effect  unanimously  ? — Yes. 

1348.  As  far  as  I  understand,  the  Conference  resolved  that  a  copy  of  the  resolution 
should  be  sent  to  each  of  the  Municipalities  for  their  consideration  ? — Yes. 

1349.  And  acceptance  or  otherwise  ? — Yes. 

1350.  What  was  the  result  in  the  Mowbray  Municipality  ?  —  Our  Council  passed 
a  resolution,  which  was  sent  to  the  Divisional  Council ;  I  think  it  was  to  the  effect 
that  our  Council  should  take  over  the  roads  within  our  Municipality ;  there  was  a 
division  of  opinion  as  to  whether  we  should  pay  anything  at  all  towards  the  up-keep  of 
the  country  roads. 

1351.  Then  your  Council  did  not  adopt  the  resolution  of  Conference  ? — No,  not 
fully. 

1352.  Have  you  an  individual  view  about  that  question? — My  individual  view 
has  been  from  the  beginning  when  there  was  a  Parliamentary  Commission,  of  which 
Sir  James  Innes  was  Chairman,  sitting  upon  this  question  some  years  ago.  I  said  then 
that  the  Municipality  should  have  control  of  the  roads  within  its  area,  and  that  it 
should  contribute  towards  the  up-keep  of  country  roads ;  that  was  my  private  opinion 
then,  and  I  am  still  of  the  same  opinion  ;  I  moved  to  that  effect  at  the  Conference,  but 
my  Council  are  not  all  of  that  opinion. 

1353.  The  resolution  appears  to  have  been  moved  by  Mr.  Gibbs  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Ball  ?  — That  may  be  another ;  I  proposed  a  resolution  on  the  lines  indicated. 

1354.  And  you  adhere  to  that  opinion  ? — Yes. 

1355.  What  is  meant  by  contributing  their  pro  rata  share  according  to  the  Muni¬ 
cipal  rating  value  of  their  properties  ? — The  Divisional  Council,  or  whoever  may  have 
the  making  up  of  the  country  roads,  would  make  an  annual  estimate  of  what  they 
would  require  for  the  year,  and  then  after  deducting  the  money  raised  outside  the 
Municipalities,  the  difference  to  be  raised  according  to  the  value  of  the  property  within 
the  Municipalities,  dividing  it  between  them  in  pro  rata  shares. 

1356.  That  is  to  say  the  share  is  to  be  proportionate  to  the  amount  of  their 
separate  valuations  ? — That  was  the  idea  ;  yes. 

1357.  This  would  work  out  to  something  like  this:  suppose  the  amount  stated  by 
the  Divisional  Council  was  £10,000,  then  after  deducting  the  yield  of  the  extra-muni¬ 
cipal  properties,  the  question  would  be  the  share  of  each  Municipal  unit  toward  that 
£10,000? — Ju>t  so. 

1358.  To  find  that  you  take  the  total  municipal  valuations  of  the  Municipalities  of 
the  Peninsula  and  find  the  percentage  that  your  valuation  bears  to  that  total  ? — Yes ; 
what  percentage  we  would  have  to  pay. 
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1359.  Then  there  is  another  resolution  which  was  proposed  by  you,  “that  the 
main  and  municipal  roads  passing  through  these  Municipalities  be  maintained  by  the 
said  Municipalities  ”  ? — Yes. 

1360.  Do  you  still  adhere  to  that  ?-  -Oh,  yes,  fully. 

1361.  And  saddle  yourselves  with  the  liability  ?  — Yes. 

1362.  Then  I  see  another  resolution  proposed  by  you,  “  that  the  various  Munici¬ 
palities  have  the  same  rating  powers  as  those  possessed  by  the  Divisional  Counoil  ”  ?  — 
Yes. 

1363.  Those  are  practically  unlimited?— I  think  it  is  unlimited,  but  that  makes 
no  difference,  because  the  rates  that  would  be  levied  under  the  Divisional  Council  Act 
to  exercise  the  powers  which  might  be  given  to  us  would  be  appropriated  to  the  making 
of  the  roads  which  the  Municipalities  take  over. 

1364.  Is  that  clear  from  the  resolution  ? — It  is  clear  to  my  mind. 

1365.  But  would  not  the  resolution  mean  that  you  want  that  power  in  addition 
to  what  you  already  possess  ? — That  is  just  what  I  wish  to  explain  ;  the  wording  of  the 
resolution  should  be  “  That  the  various  Municipalities  should  have  the  same  rating 
powers  as  those  possessed  by  the  Divisional  Council  for  the  construction  of  divisional 
roads.”  That  is  how  it  should  have  read  ;  there  was  no  idea  that  the  Municipalities 
should  have  a  rating  power  to  levy  any  figure  without  going  to  the  ratepayers.  The 
idea  is  to  enable  them  to  keep  up  the  divisional  roads  in  addition  to  the  roads  they 
already  have,  and  that  for  that  purpose  they  should  have  the  same  rating  powers.  If 
I  may  put  it  by  way  of  illustration  :  supposing  the  up-keep  comes  to  £1,000,  then  we 
should  levy  a  rate  that  would  yield  £1,000. 

1366.  On  their  own  property  ? — Yes  ;  in  addition  to  the  rate  of  two  pence  which 
they  have  the  power  to  levy  under  Act  No.  45  of  1882.  And  that  resolution  was  car¬ 
ried  unanimously  by  us. 

1367.  Is  it  not  very  ambiguous  ? — The  Conference  dearly  understood  the  resolu- 
lution. 

1368.  The  resolution  was  a  substantive  resolution  ? — Yes,  but  the  Conference 
clearly  understood  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Municipalities  to  keep  up 
divisional  roads.  I  see  there  is  a  word  or  two  required  in  the  resolution  to  make 
it  perfectly  clear ;  the  words  “  to  enable,”  or  some  such  words,  should  be  inserted, 
because  that  was  the  intention  at  the  time  and  clearly  understood  by  the  Conference. 
I  had  no  idea  whatever  to  spring  increased  rating  powers  upon  the  inhabitants, 
but  only  to  raise  money  for  the  up-keep  of  the  roads 

1369.  You  will  admit,  however,  that  there  is  an  ambiguity  about  it? — Yes. 

1370.  As  it  stands  the  only  impression  it  conveys  to  me  is  that  the  Conference 
was  of  opinion  that  the  Municipalities  concerned  should  have  the  same  unlimited  rating 
powers  which  were  given  to  the  Divisional  Council  ? — No,  that  was  not  the  intention. 

1371.  And  I  think  it  is  so  that  there  is  no  limit  to  the  rating  power  of  the 
Divisional  Council  ? — No,  there  is  no  limit. 

1372.  Then  this  is  clearly  an  error  and  should  be  corrected  ? — Yes. 

1373.  Would  it  not  be  a  simpler  plan  that  the  Municipality  should  have  increased 
power  of  rating,  and  that  they  should  levy  the  whole  sum  at  once  instead  of  making 
two  bites  at  the  cherry ;  suppose  you  find  that  a  certain  rate  was  required  for  this 
purpose  you  could  simply  include  it  in  the  ordinary  rate  for  municipal  expenditure  ? — 
Yes,  if  the  powers  are  increased  under  the  Act. 

1374.  You  would  have  to  have  increased  rating  power? — Yes,  we  could  not 
without  that  take  over  these  roads. 

1375.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  do  it  by  one  rate  ? — Yes,  that  has  been  my 
opinion  right  through. 

1376.  And  then  pay  out  contributions  if  necessary  ? — Yes. 

1377.  Following  the  lines  of  the  Conference  I  see  it  has  been  a  question  amongst 
the  Municipalities  as  to  whether  they  should  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  the  Divisional 
Council  or  not ;  I  am  now  going  into  these  points  because  I  understand  from  these 
resolutions  that  the  Conference  was  in  favour  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Divisional 
Council,  and  that  an  alternative  was  discussed.  The  full  resolution  adopted  reads  as 
follows  :  “  That  it  is  in  our  opinion  desirable  and  necessary  that  measures  be  adopted 
for  conferring  upon  the  Municipal  authorities  of  Cape  Town,  Woodstock,  Maitland, 
Durbanville,  Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  Claremont,  Wynberg,  Kalk  Bay,  Simons- 
town,  Green  and  Sea  Point,  all  the  powers  and  duties  in  regard  to  roads 
at  present  existing  and  situate  within  the  respective  municipal  areas  and 
vested  in  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape,  provided  the  various  Munici¬ 
palities  are  willing  to  contribute  their  pro  rata  share,  according  to  the  Municipal 
rateable  value  of  their  properties  towards  the  up-keep  of  roads  outside  Municipal  areas 
subjeot  to  special  consideration  being  given  to  Kalk  Bay,  Simonstown,  Maitland  and 
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Durbanville.’’  That  opened  up  the  question  as  to  whether  the  Divisional  Council 
shall  be  reformed  or  ended  or  mended  ? — Yes. 

1378.  And  you  seem  to  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  should  be  mended  ? — 

Yes. 


1379.  Not  ended  ? — Well,  I  don’t  see  how  the  country  roads  are  going  to  be  kept 
up  if  you  end  it. 

1380.  You  propose  that  the  Council  should  be  reformed,  and  that  the  members 
should  be  elected  by  the  Municipal  Councils.  On  what  ground  would  you  support  that 
resolution  ? — I  think  Cape  Town  should  send  two  members  and  the  Municipalities 
each  one. 

1381.  1  mean  on  the  principal  of  general  indirect  election  ? — It  does  not  come 
direct  from  the  ratepayers ;  the  Council  would  elect  the  members.  I  prefer  this 
because  such  great  apathy  is  shewn  by  the  electors  at  Divisional  Council  elections,  as, 
for  instance,  the  other  day  they  had  an  election  out  our  way  when  only  a  very  small 
proportion  turned  up  to  poll,  and  therefore  I  think  it  would  be  far  better  to  have  them 
elected  by  the  different  Councils ;  more  interest  will  be  shewn,  and  the  members  would 
have  some  control  over  the  money.  At  present  they  receive  our  money  and  we  have 
no  control  over  it. 

1382.  That  apathy  may  still  exist  in  the  mind  of  the  ratepayers,  although  the 
election  is  indirect? — Yes,  but  the  ratepayers  take  a  great  interest  in  the  Municipal 
elections.  The  election  would  be  in  the  same  way  as  the  Water  Board. 

1383.  Are  you  so  satisfied  with  the  working  of  the  Water  Board  that  you  would 
have  the  Divisional  Council  elected  on  the  same  lines  ? — I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  manner  in  which  tha;  election  takes  place.  The  Councillors  know  more  about  it 
than  the  ratepayers,  who  take  no  interest  whatever  in  our  proceedings. 

1384.  I  don’t  quite  see  how  it  is  likely  to  give  greater  efficiency  to  the  Divisional 
Council,  that  is  my  point  ? — It  will,  because  the  members  will  have  more  interest  ; 
they  will  have  the  double  interest  of  the  Council  as  a  Council,  and  also  an  interest  in 
the  Division. 

13^5.  The  question  is  of  considerable  interest  to  the  enquiry  by  the  Commission 
as  to  whether  there  shall  be  direct  or  indirect  eleotion  ? — Yes. 

1 386.  You  are  in  favour  of  the  indirect  election  ? — For  that  purpose,  yes. 

1387.  Generally,  what  has  been  the  fate  of  these  resolutions  in  your  Counoil  ? — 
I  think  they  have  been  favourably  received  on  the  whole. 

1388.  Have  they  been  specially  considered  ? — Yes,  I  could  have  brought  you  the 
resolutions,  if  I  had  known,  which  were  passed  by  the  Council  in  favour  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  roads,  the  election  and  the  contribution  to  the  country  roads.  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  that  was  not  the  opinion  of  the  whole  Council. 

1389.  Are  you  able  to  state  what  other  method  has  been  suggested  for  the  up¬ 
keep  ? — No. 

1390.  Can  we  get  any  of  your  opposing  Councillors  to  speak  for  themselves  ? — I 
think  the  conclusion  was  that  the  Divisional  Council  should  keep  the  country  roads. 

1391.  What  difference  would  there  be  in  the  Municipality  of  Mowbray  in  this 
respect  from  all  tire  other  Municipalities  throughout  the  whole  country,  are  they  not 
all  in  the  same  boat  ? — I  think  so. 

1392.  Thera  is  nothing  special  about  that  interest  down  here  ? — No. 

1393.  It  is  generally  understood  throughout  the  Colony  that  the  Towns  must 
contribute  towards  the  up-keep  of  roads  outside  their  boundaries  ? — That  is  the  general 
opinion. 

1394.  But  there  is  also  an  opinion  that  they  should  not  contribute  ? — Yes,  in  the 
Conference  there  was  a  strong  opinion. 

T  495.  Mr.  Qurney .]  You  have  been  making  suggestions  that  the  Divisional 
Council  should  continue  and  consist  of  representatives  of  each  of  the  Municipalities 
and  of  the  outside  public ;  manifestly  the  Municipal  representatives  would  be  in  an 
overwhelming  majority  under  that  scheme  ? — I  don’t  think  so,  not  more  than  they  are 
at  present. 

1396.  At  present  they  are  not  absolutely  representatives  of  the  Council,  though 
they  may  be  representatives  of  the  neighbourhood  ? — Yes,  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray 
have  a  member  for  each,  and  there  is  one  for  W  oodstock ;  the  only  difference  is  as  to 
whether  they  should  be  elected  by  the  body  of  ratepayers  or  indirectly  through  the 
Council. 

1397.  What  I  am  driving  at  is,  would  not  the  natural  result  be  when  they  are 
elected  in  the  way  you  suggest  :  that  the  extra  Municipal  roads  are  likely  to 
suffer  ? — I  don’t  think  so. 

1398.  You  don’t  think  the  tendency  would  be  to  economise  at  the  expense  of  the 
extra  Municipal  roads  ? — No. 
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1399.  When  you  speak  of  the  poor  attendance  at  Divisional  Council  elections,  you  Mr. 

speak  of  Mowbray  and  Rondebosch  only? — No,  all  over  Ten  in. 

1400.  Would  you  be  surprised  if  that  is  not  the  case  in  all  ? — I  should  be  surprised.  16th  April,  1902. 

1401.  At  Wynberg  they  take  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  Divisional  Council 
election  ? — I  thought  that  recently  Mr.  Allan  was  returned  without  any  opposition. 

1402.  Yes,  but  that  was  because  there  was  such  a  strong  feeling  that  he  was  a  very 
good  man  ? — I  think  the  apathy  is  shewn  everywhere. 

1403.  The  fact  that  the  Divisional  Council  in  its  work  has  to  pass  through  so 
many  Municipalities  makes  it  exceptional  in  the  Peninsula  as  against  the  country  ? — 

Yes,  and  of  course  that  means  a  great  many  difficulties  for  the  Divisional  Council 
whereas  in  the  country  they  generally  only  deal  with  one  Municipality. 

1404.  That  tends  to  increase  the  friction  ? — Yes,  that  may  increase  the  difficulty 
at  this  end. 

1405.  Has  it  occurred  to  the  Conference  that  the  extra-Municipal  roads  might  be 
entrusted  to  the  Public  Works  Department? — It  was  referred  to  in  the  debate;  there 
were  one  or  two  who  thought  that  the  country  roads  might  be  dealt  with  in  the  same 
manner  that  they  were  before  the  Divisional  Councils  came  into  existence. 

1406.  That  did  not  find  support  ? — No. 

1407.  Was  that  perhaps  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  regarded  outside  the  bounds 
of  possibility  that  the  Divisional  Council  should  altogether  disappear  ? — I  don’t  think 
the  feeling  was  that  the  Connell  should  entirely  disappear. 

1408.  Would  it  not  in  your  opinion  simplify  matters  to  hand  it  over  to  the  Public 
Works  Department,  and  then  contribute  towards  the  cost? — Yes,  the  grandest  Com¬ 
mittee  in  the  world  is  one  consisting  of  two  with  the  second  absent. 

1409.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  that  ? — I  should  have  no  objection  at  all ;  only 
there  would  soon  be  an  outcry  that  the  Government  is  expending  our  money  without 
our  knowing  anything  about  it  ;  the  ratepayers  would  take  that  view  of  it. 

1410.  In  the  matter  of  streets;  in  the  amounts  which  the  Secretary  has  sent  us, 

£1,213  is  shewn  as  having  been  spent  on  kerbing  and  channelling  and  charged  to  the 
rates ;  according  to  your  evidence  to-day,  ought  not  that  to  have  been  charged  to  loan  ? 

— Some  of  the  items  were  down  that  came  out  of  rates. 

1411.  A  deliberate  act  on  the  part  of  the  Council? — Yes,  certain  sections  were 
done  upon  resolution  of  the  Council. 

1412.  Would  the  same  apply  to  the  side-paths  ? — Yes. 

1413.  And  £3,714  4s.  lOd.  is  charged  to  rates? — Yes,  that  is  making  up  and 
repairing  roads. 

1414.  No,  permanent  roads  are  charged  separately  ? — But  some  of  the  roads  have 
been  constructed  out  of  rates  as  well. 

1415.  That  was  deliberately  decided  upon? — Yes. 

1416.  Dr.  Anderson .]  We  are  not  quiie  clear  as  to  the  proportion  of  streets  that 
were  made  and  those  still  beiug  made  ? — I  think  about  §  has  been  made. 

1417.  Can  you  supply  us  with  the  length  of  streets  in  Mowbray  at  the  present 
time? — No,  but  I  can  send  it  to  you. 

1418.  Mr.  Dyer.]  The  mileage  of  roads  outside  the  Municipality  governed  by 
the  Divisional  Council  ? — The  mileage  of  roads  both  outside  and  inside  the  Municipality 
are  given  in  the  returns. 

1419.  Do  you  think  that  the  present  rate  levied  by  the  Divisional  Council  would 
be  sufficient  without  a  contribution  from  the  Municipalities? — Well,  my  opinion  is  that 
it  is  a  question  of  proper  valuation. 

1420.  Chairman .]  Do  you  have  to  pay  anything  for  the  watering  of  the  streets  in 
Mowbray  ? — Yes,  we  water  the  streets  and  pay  for  the  water  which  we  use,  and  the 
Divisional  Council  repay  us  a  portion  of  the  cost  for  watering  their  roads,  which 
amounted  last  year  to  £62  10s. 

1421.  Do  you  pay  the  Board  the  same  as  the  individual  ratepayer  does? — We  pay 
Is.  d^d.  per  1,000  gallons. 

1422.  ’That  is  then  a  special  charge  ? — Yes,  it  comes  to  the  same  as  every  one 
pays  over  and  above  their  200  gallons.  I  should  like  to  say  that  I  am  not  quite  certain 
whether  we  have  a  special  charge  or  not ;  they  supply  us  by  meter. 

1423.  And  you  use  it  for  other  public  purposes  as  well  ? — Yes,  some  quantity 

of  it. 

1424.  In  the  matter  of  lighting,  how  are  you  off  in  Mowbray  ? — We  have  a  great 
number  of  lights,  but  the  light  is  not  good. 

1425.  Electric  lights  ? — Yes. 

1426.  Supplied  by  whom? — The  Electric  Light  Company  in  Rondebosch. 

1427.  Have  you  gas  there  ? — No  gaslights. 

1428.  Is  there  a  distribution  or  supply  of  gas  iu  Mowbray? — Yes,  the  Gas  Com¬ 
pany  have  laid  their  mains  and  are  supplying  the  inhabitants. 
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L429.  You  have  no  complaint  to  make  then  about  the  light  ? — Only  that  the  light 
is  not  good. 

1430.  Have  you  remonstrated  about  that  ? — Yes,  over  aud  over  again  ;  the  fact  is 
they  have  not  got  the  power. 

1431.  Have  you  any  redress? — We  have  no  redress;  we  are  in  their  hands,  and 
rhey  have  a  monopoly. 

1432.  Is  the  electric  light  much  used  by  the  inhabitants  generally  in  Mowbray  ? — 
A  great  number  of  houses  have  lights,  but  I  cannot  saj'  to  what  extent. 

1433.  Is  the  same  charge  made  generally  by  the  Company  throughout  its  whole 
area  of  supply? — For  street  lamps  I  think  they  have  mad"  the  same  charge  throughout. 

1434.  And  for  domestic  supply  ? — Not  the  same  as  the  charge  for  the  street  lights. 
Th by  charge  us  per  lamp. 

1435.  To  the  individual  consumers,  is  the  charge  the  same  ?  Yes,  by  unit. 

1436.  How  long  has  this  monopoly  been  in  existence  ?— Eight  years. 

1137.  And  how  long  has  it  still  to  run? — Two  years  from  November  next;  we 
have  a  five  yearly1  contract,  which  was  renewed  three  years  ago. 

1438.  Is  it  the  same  with  the  other  Municipalities  ? — Their  contract  will  expire  at 
different  periods. 

1439.  Are  you  at  liberty  to  get  another  supply  after  that? — Oh,  yes,  we  can  then 
do  as  we  like. 

1440.  Will  there  be  any  joint  effort  on  the  part  of  the  different  Municipalities  to 
get  abetter  order  of  things? — I  have  already  spoken  to  our  Council  about  it,  and 
advised  that  we  should  at  once  advertise  for  tenders  to  run  from  the  termination  of  our 
contract,  because  we  have  never  been  satisfied,  even  from  the  beginning. 

1441.  Do  they  give  you  sufficient  energy? — They  have  not  sufficient  power,  the 
light  is  weak. 

1442.  Have  you  had  an  expression  of  expert  opinion  to  the  effect  that  it  is  owing 
to  insufficiency  of  power  ? — I  have  seen  it  myself  ;  when  the  power  is  strong  the  light  is 
good,  but  they  do  not  keep  it  up.  I  don’t  think  their  machinery  is  strong  enough. 

1443.  You  will  not  be  at  liberty  to  use  gas  for  public  purposes  until  the  contract 
expires  ? — I  think  we  could. 

1444.  Do  you  think  so  ? — Yes,  but  we  could  not  replace  what  exists ;  our  contract 
is  that  we  pay  for  so  many  lights,  and  if  we  exceed  those,  as  we  have  already  done,  we 
are  at  liberty  to  go  elsewhere.  We  have  gradually  increased  the  number  of  lights,  as 
they  were  needed  from  time  to  time. 

1445.  That  is  to  say  your  contract  is  a  minimum  and  you  have  exceeded  that  ? — 
Yes,  and  they  have  not  the  exclusive  right  to  supply  us. 

1446.  Do  you  anticipate  better  effects  now? — I  have  told  the  Chairman  of  the 
Electric  Lighting  Company  that  the  gas  lights  were  very  much  better  than  the  eleotric 
lights. 

1447.  So  that  to  a  large  extent  the  remedy  will  be  in  your  own  hands  ? — Yes. 

1448.  Dr.  Gregory  ]  You  speak  about  a  monopoly,  do  I  understand  that  the  Cape 
Districts  Lighting  Company  has  the  exclusive  right  of  supplying  electric  power  in  the 
suburban  Municipalities  ? — No,  I  don’t  think  so. 

1449.  So  that  they  have  not  really  got  the  monopoly  ? — No,  there  is  no 
concession. 

1450.  Has  it  ever  occurred  to  the  Suburban  Municipalities  to  combine  and 
provide  their  own  electric  energy  in  the  same  manner  as  Cape  Town  has  done  for 
itself? — The  Councils  have  not  jointly  considered  that  question  at  all. 

1 451.  It  would  be  a  feasible  scheme,  I  suppose,  to  combine  the  same  as  they  propose 
to  combine  for  water  and  drainage  ? — Yes,  it  is  quite  feasible. 

1452.  And  would  it  not  be  a  desirable  thing  for  them  to  combine  with  Cape  Town 
to  supply  all  ? — It  would  be  better  for  us  to  combine  and  have  it  from  one  source.  The 
idea  was  that  we  could  get  it  from  the  Tramway  Company. 

1453.  Has  the  question  received  consideration  ? — This  matter  will  have  to  be 
considered  when  the  contracts  begin  to  fall  in,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  urged 
advertising  early,  so  that  the  Tramways  or  Cape  Town  might  tender. 

1454.  But  instead  of  advertising  to  enter  into  another  contract,  would  it  not  be 
preferable  if  you  had  a  combined  Board  to  deal  with  the  matter  and  see  what  could  be 
done  towards  a  joint  scheme  for  the  suburbs? — I  should  prefer  that  if  the  profits  were 
divided  amongst  the  Municipalities. 

1455.  Such  a  scheme  would  be  desirable  if  you  could  combine  with  Cape  Town  ? 
— I  don’t  know  ;  it  would  be  a  big  affair  for  Cape  Town  to  send  their  lights  out 
another  eight  miles. 

1456.  But  eight  miles  is  not  the  limit  that  they  send  electric  power  ? — No  ;  but 
the  further  you  go  the  more  expensive  it  becomes. 
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1457.  It  is  not  an  unreasonable  length  ? — No;  but  I  should  think  that  they  have  ^r- 

enough  on  their  own  hands.  — 

1458.  Suppose  it  would  be  possible,  then  it  would  be  a  desirable  thing  ? — Yes,  if  16th  April,  I9n2 
we  could  get  our  light  cheaper  and  better ;  but  I  should  want  a  better  light  than  the 

Cape  Town  lights,  which  are  very  bad  just  now. 

1459.  The  best  means  would  be,  don’t  you  think,  a  combined  Board  of  some 
description  ? — Yes. 

1460.  So  that  the  manufacturing  of  the  power  would  be  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  local  authorities  themselves  ?— That  is  what  I  want. 

1461.  Mr.  Gurney.]  When  you  referred  to  the  badness  of  the  Cape  Town  lights, 
you  mean  the  Municipal  lights,  and  not  the  Railway  Department  or  the  Harbour 
Board  ? — Yes,  Municipal  only. 

1462.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Has  your  electric  light  always  been  bad  ? — From  the 
beginning. 

1468.  You  say  that  the  Municipality  of  Mowbray  consumed  more  light  than  they 
undertook  to  do  in  the  contract  ? — Yes. 

1464.  Have  you  ever  given  the  Company  any  forecast  of  ihe  increased  light 
that  you  would  want  ? — Yes,  they  understood  from  the  beginning.  The  increase  is 
only  a  light  here  and  there,  perhaps  one  or  two  a  month,  just  as  circumstances  require 
from  time  to  time. 

1465.  The  increase  from  year  to  year  has  been  quite  small  ? — Yes,  quite  small, 
comparatively. 

1466.  But  you  have  never  given  them  an  estimate  beforehand  of  what  you  might 
require  ? — No, 

1467.  You  are  in  favour  of  a  central  station  for  the  supply  of  electric  light, 
whether  in  conjunction  with  Cape  Town  or  on  its  own  basis? — Yes. 

1468.  Mr.  Dyer.  |  How  much  is  the  charge  per  unit  for  private  supply  ? — Is.  9d. 

1469.  Do  you  know  to  whom  the  plant  belongs — cables  and  lamps?  — To  the 
Company. 

1470.  They  have  the  right  to  take  those  away  when  you  terminate  your  contract 
at  the  end  of  the  five  years  ? — Yes,  but  I  think  they  would  rather  leave  them  there. 

1471.  They  will  have  to  leave  them  to  supply  the  private  consumers?  —  Oh,  yes. 

1472.  You  say  there  is  no  concession,  but  I  suppose  they  must  have  some  bind  of 
a  concession  if  they  have  the  right  to  put  down  mains  and  erect  posts  ? — Yes,  but  no 
concession  for  exclusive  supply. 

1473.  Can  you  tell  us  what  the  charge  per  lamp  per  night  is  ? — 7|d. 

1474.  Chairman.]  Is  this  Company  worked  under  a  special  Act  of  Parliament  ? — 

No,  it  is  a  private  Company. 

1475.  And  they  get  all  their  power  of  entering  streets  from  the  Municipality  ? — 

Yes. 

1476  You  require  no  special  Act  for  that  ? — No. 

1477.  Mr.  Dyer.]  What  is  the  furthest  point  from  the  power  station  ? — It  is 
exactly  two  miles  to  the  outside  boundary  of  Mowbray. 

1478.  Do  they  go  beyond  that  point  ? — Not  this  way,  but  they  go  more  than  two 
miles  the  other  way ;  they  go  three  miles  or  more. 

1479.  I  suppose  you  know  that  the  longer  the  distance  is  over  which  the  power  is 
carried  the  greater  is  the  loss  in  current? — Yes 

1480.  Does  the  Company  supply  Woodstock  ? — No,  they  use  gas. 

1481.  On  the  same  condition  that  they  supply  you? — Yes,  but  the  streets  of 
Woodstock  are  lit  by  gas. 

14*2.  Mr.  Gurney.]  You  spoke  of  the  Tramway  Company  supplying  you,  but  is 
it  Tiot  a  fact  that  they  have  not  sufficient  power  themselves  ?— They  have  a  breakdown 
now  and  again. 

1483.  How  far  is  the  electric  light  sent  by  the  Tramway  Company  ? — I  think 
about  seven  miles — to  Plumstead,  which  is  their  terminus. 

1484.  Chairman.]  Have  you  anything  to  say  about  the  wash-houses  at  Mowbray  ? 

— Except  that  we  have  a  wash-house  at  Rapenberg  farm. 

1485.  You  make  a  charge  to  the  people  who  use  it  ? — Yes. 

1486.  And  the  water,  you  supply  that  ? — Yes. 

1487.  And  the  Municipality  pays  for  that  at  the  same  rate? — Yes,  I  think  Is.  per 
thousand  gallons. 

1488.  And  the  people  who  go  to  wash  have  an  unlimited  supply  ? — Yes,  they  are 
not  stinted. 

1489.  Who  generally  tenants  the  wash-house? — AVomeu  come  there  with  their 
bundles  to  wash  clothes,  and  we  charge  them  3d.  per  tub. 

1490.  You  have  tubs  there  ? — Yes. 
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Washing  is  not  allowed  within  the  Municipality  except  at  the  wash-house  ? 

What  becomes  of  the  water  in  the  wash-house  P — It  is  led  away  into  the 

And  where  would  it  go  to  ? — We  have  not  been  able  to  find  out! 

How  far  is  Rapenberg  farm  from  the  Liesbeek  River  ? — A  long  way  ;  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Municipality  towards  the  Camp  Ground. 

1495.  It  is  on  the  limit  of  the  Municipality  ? — Yes,  it  is  outside  the  Camp  Ground 
road.  If  it  drained  into  any  river  at  all  it  would  be  into  the  Black  River,  but  we  find 
that  it  does  not  reach  that  even. 

1496.  And  you  have  not  been  able  to  find  out  where  the  drainage  goss  top— No, 
it  is  perfectly  dry  between  the  farm  and  the  Black  River. 

1497.  What  is  the  extent  of  the  ground  there  ? — Very  large.  The  drainage  is 
led  in  different  directions. 

1498.  And  there  is  natural  filtration  going  on  in  that  spot  P — Yes. 

1499.  Could  you  drain  your  sewers  from  the  Municipality  on  to  that  farm  ? — No, 
because  we  should  have  to  pump. 

1500.  It  is  higher  than  the  generality  of  the  Municipality? — Not  higher  as  a 
whole,  but  the  wash-house  is  higher. 

1501.  Could  much  of  the  Municipal  area  of  Mowbray  be  drained  or  sewered  on  to 
the  Rapenberg  farm  ? — No,  not  much,  because  as  I  said  before,  it  would  have  to  be 
pumped. 

1502.  Are  there  any  other  public  works  about  Mowbray  ? — The  Town  Hall. 

1503.  Any  revenue  from  that? — We  have  a  small  revenue  from  it  which  has  paid 
the  interest. 

1504.  Any  hospitals  ? — Yes,  the  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  Suburban  Hospital  is 
within  the  boundaries  of  Mowbray. 

1505.  Any  Contagious  Diseases  Hospital  ? — No. 

1505  (a).  What  do  you  do  with  Small-pox  patients  ? — Send  them  to  Rentzkie’sfarm. 

1506.  Have  you  had  plague  ? — We  don’t  want  plague. 

1507.  The  working  of  these  wash-houses  has  proved  a  great  convenience  ? — Yes, 
ours  was  the  first  in  the  suburbs. 

1508.  What  did  it  cost  you  ? — I  think  about  £1,600  altogether. 

1509.  There  is  sufficient  revenue,  then,  from  the  use  of  the  wash-house  to  cover 
the  money  invested  ? — It  does  not  pay  for  the  water  consumed ;  it  does  not  cover 
expenses. 

1510.  Then  the  deficiency  comes  out  of  the  general  rate  ? — Yes,  we  prefer  that  to 
having  the  washing  done  in  the  river,  where  we  allow  no  washing  now. 

1511.  Mr.  Gurney .]  In  the  accounts  rendered  the  loss  is  shown  as  £249  on  the 
wash-house  ? — Yes,  no  doubt  that  would  be  it. 

1512.  Is  there  a  oaretaker  ? — Yes. 

1513.  Dr.  Gregory .]  You  have  a  caretaker  on  the  place  ? — Yes,  he  lives  in  a 
cottage  attached  to  the  wash-house,  and  we  pay  him  24s.  per  week. 

1514.  You  are  really  running  the  wash-house  at  a  loss  ? — fes. 

1515.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  adjoining  Municipality  has  a  washhouse  adjoining 
yours  ? — Yes. 

1516.  How  far  off  ? — Two  or  three  hundred  yards. 

1517.  And  they  run  theirs  altogether  off  their  own  bat  ? — Yes. 

1518.  Probably  at  a  loss  too  ? — Perhaps  ;  they  make  the  same  charge. 

1519.  Practically  the  wash-houses  are  exactly  alike  ?— Yes. 

1520.  It  is  almost  not  too  much  to  sa3r  that  it  is  ridiculous  to  have  two  wash-houses 
as  near  as  that  to  one  another,  each  with  a  separate  administration  ? — I  don’t  think  so, 
because  the  building  would  have  to  be  larger. 

1521.  Yes,  but  supposing  you  could  have  combined  for  this  little  matter,  could  it 
not  have  been  done  cheaper  ? — No,  Rondebosch  have  a  caretaker  there  who  is  also  in 
charge  of  their  stables  which  they  have  at  the  same  place,  and  our  caretaker  looks  aftea 
the  dumping  ground.  We  would  be  obliged  to  have  two  caretakers. 

1522.  But  surely  the  two  officers  could  have  their  work  split  up,  one  for  the 
wash-houses,  and  the  other  for  the  other  work  ? — Oh  yes,  but  it  works  very  well. 

1523.  Then  you  advocate  it  as  a  good  thing  to  have  two  houses  near  to  one 
another  with  two  caretakers  and  exactly  similar  ? — Rondebosch  had  no  ptlier 
ground,  and  it  is  only  an  accident  that  the  two  houses  are  so  close  together.  The 
people  from  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  go  to  the  respective  places  to  wash. 

1524.  I  admit  that  it  is  an  accident  that  they  are  so  near  together,  but  it 
would  be  better  to  take  a  general  scheme  having  a  larger  area  than  to  have  a  number 
of  little  units  P — Supposing  that  you  had  three  Municipalities  in  one  you  would  still 
be  obliged  to  have  four  or  five  wash-1  louses  on  account  of  the  distance. 
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1525.  But  here  you  have  them  close  together? — But  you  see  we  both  come  to  the 
boundary  from  the  extreme  ends,  and  it  is  quite  an  accident  that  these  had  to  be  built 
so  close  together. 

1526.  You  have  a  Town  Hall ;  how  much  did  that  cost  you  ? — -I  think  you  have 
the  estimate  on  the  papers. 

1527.  The  papers  show  a  loan  of  £3,000  for  it.  Is  that  what  it  cost  you? — No 
it  must  have  cost  more.  Approximately  I  should  think  about  £6,000. 

1528.  Out  of  what  have  you  paid  that? — Out  of  two  loans  One  loan  was  for 
£12,500  and  another  of  £25,000,  and  a  portion  comes  out  of  the  loan  of  £21,000.  It 
was  borrowed  out  of  the  loan  of  1899  and  paid  back  again. 

1529.  Your  Town  Hall  cost  you  about  £6,000  then  ? — Yes. 

1530.  Rondebosch  also  has  a  Town  Hall? — Yes. 

1531.  I  suppose  you  don’t  know  what  that  cost  them? — I  think  about  £8,000, 
but  I  am  not  certain. 

1532.  And  how  far  is  Rondebosch  Town  Hall  from  the  Mowbray  Town  Hall? — 
A  little  over  a  mile.  I  don’t  wish  to  speak  as  to  the  cost,  as  I  don’t  know  for  certain. 

1533.  Does  it  not  seem  to  you  a  very  large  expenditure  for  what  after  all  are 
small  local  authorities  so  close  to  one  another.  Presuming  you  had  one  local  authority 
for  the  c  unbined  area,  you  don’t  think  they  would  have  put  up  two  Town  Halls  there  ? 
— No,  I  don’t  think  so. 

1534.  Then  practically  there  is  very  little  to  recommend  the  putting  up  of  two 
Town  Halls  ? — Except  the  absolute  necessity  for  it.  For  about  two  years  we  had  a 
small  room  about  I  the  size  of  this  Committee  room,  and  we  wanted  more  space  to 
oarry  on  office  work ;  we  then  bought  the  property  and  built  the  hall. 

1535.  But  your  Town  Hall  would  practically  provide  accommodation  for  the  staff 
administering  the  combined  area  ? — No,  it  would  not,  neither  would  Rondebosch  or 
Claremont. 

1536.  Not  a  building  that  cost  £3,000  ? — No,  unless  you  appropriated  the  Hall. 
Then  we  have  let  a  room  to  the  Library,  which  covers  the  outlay. 

1537.  For  one  Town  Hall  for  the  two  Municipalities  you  would  have  to  expend 
£14,000?— I  don’t  say  that;  it  all  depends  upon  what  kind  of  a  building  you  go  in 

for. 

1 538.  It  practically  resolves  itself  into  this  :  that  each  looal  authority  must  have  a 
Town  Hall,  and  keep  up  its  prestige,  and  have  a  suitable  building  compared  with  the 
others  ? — No,  !  don’t  think  so  at  all ;  there  is  nothing  about  keeping  up  prestige  in  the 
matter  ;  we  have  simply  gone  in  for  what  was  absolutely  necessary. 

1539.  Does  your  building  only  provide  offices? — -No,  we  have  a  Hall,  and  then 
there  is  a  Library  portion,  which,  as  I  said  before,  brings  in  a  rental  that  covers  the 
cost  of  the  outlay. 

1540.  Then  you  consider  that  your  Hall  is  really  a  revenue  earning  thing  ? — It  is. 

1541.  You  have  spoken  of  a  Public  Library ;  that  is  also  run  on  the  lines  of  a 
library  for  the  local  authorities  ? — I  don’t  know  that  it  is  ;  it  was  the  first  library  in  the 
suburbs  ;  it  went  on  for  a  long  time  and  did  well,  the  residents  in  other  Municipalities 
found  it  was  inconvenient  to  have  to  go  so  far  for  their  books,  and  opened  one  in  each 
of  the  other  Municipalities ;  we  have  given  them  the  room,  and  simply  charged 
sufficient  to  cover  the  interest  on  the  cost. 

1542.  You  issue  cab  licences  in  your  area  ? — Yes. 

1533.  And  Woodstock  also  ?— Yes. 

1544.  And  Rondebosch  on  the  other  side? — Yes. 

1545.  None  of  these  plying  there  would  require  a  new  licence  if  they  crossed  the 
boundary  of  the  Municipality  ? — The  regulations  of  Claremont,  Rondebosch  and  Mow¬ 
bray  provide  for  that. 

1546.  And  they  have  to  continue  at  the  same  rate  ? — Yes. 

1547.  That  is  to  say  that  you  have  had  to  combine  virtually  ? — We  jointly  framed 
the  regulations  so  that  they  should  be  similar,  and  they  were  all  passed  at  the  same 
time.  The  idea  was  that  the  cab-driver  should  have  no  right  to  stop  when  he  comes  to 
a  boundary,  but  should  go  on  at  the  same  rate. 

1548.  It  is  questionable  whether  it  is  really  a  legal  regulation  ? — That  is  for  the 
Law  Department  to  decide,  as  they  passed  them. 

1549.  You  had  practically  to  combine? — We  did  it  because  it  was  right  as  far  as 
the  inhabitants  were  concerned,  and  we  did  not  want  the  cab-driver  to  play  fast  and 
loose  with  the  fares.  It  was  a  measure  to  protect  the  inhabitants. 

1550.  Can  a  cab-driver  licensed  in  your  Municipality  ply  for  hire  without  paying 
for  a  fresh  licence  in  either  of  the  Municipalities  of  Rondebosch  or  Woodstock  ?  — Yes, 
the  licences  are  interchangeable. 

1551.  Does  that  apply  to  Woodstock? — I  don’t  know  whether  they  have  any  cabs 
there,  I  have  not  seen  any. 

[G.  21—1902.]  k 
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St  Mry  ,  1552.  So  far  as  putting  the  licensing  of  vehicles  on  a  proper  footing,  you  combine 

a>u,< together — Mowbray,  Rondebosch  and  Claremont  ? — Yes,  we  framed  the  regulations 

16th  .4pril,  iy02.  together. 

1553.  And  you  would  say  that  that  was  practically  combining  ? — Well,  the  effeot 
is  the  same. 

1554.  You  had  a  joint  Committee  to  draft  these  regulations  ? — Yes,  there  were  two 
or  three  from  each  Counoil  to  frame  these  regulations 

1555.  And  that  not  only  applies  to  cab-drivers,  but  to  everything  else,  such  as 
building  regulations,  speed,  &o.  ? — Yes. 

1556.  Now  what  your  good  sense  prompted  you  to  do  would  be  a  very  desirable 
basis  to  apply  right  through  the  Peninsula  ? — It  would  be  a  very  good  thing  for  the 
inhabitants  as  far  as  cab-hire  is  concerned. 

1557.  It  would  be  a  ridiculous  thing  if  a  man  is  riding  a  bicj^cle  from  Cape  Town 
to  Wynberg  to  be  subjected  at  the  latter  place  to  a  number  of  regulations  as  to  speed  ? 
—  Yes,  it  would  be  very  awkward. 

1558.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  that  is  what  the  Government  has  striven  for  to  get  one 
common  speed  to  apply  to  all  ? — I  think  the  speed  should  be  similar  all  over. 

1559.  Yes,  the  Government  has  had  the  matter  in  hand  to  see  that  things  are 
placed  on  a  common  basis  ?  —  I  did  not  know  that  the  Government  had  it  in  hand. 

1560.  You  have  combined  for  hospitals  ? — Yes,  it  is  called  the  Suburban  Hospital. 

1561.  You  have  combined  for  water  ?— Yes. 

1562.  And  you  are  combining  for  drainage  ? — Yes,  we  hope  to  do  so. 

1563.  And  you  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  possible  to  combine  for  lighting? — Yes. 

1564.  And  as  far  as  the  Polico  are  concerned  you  are  practically  combined  ? — No, 
we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Police. 

1565.  Quite  so,  but  it  has  to  be  combined  ? — We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Police. 

1566.  No,  not  personally,  but.it  was  necessary  for  the  Government  to  combine  it? 
— Yes,  the  Government  did,  to  bring  them  under  one  head. 

1567.  And  then  as  regards  cab  licences  and  regulations,  you  are  practically 
combined,  and  you  are  inclined  to  think  that  if  it  had  been  possible  to  combine  for  such 
things  as  wash-houses  and  Town  Halls,  you  may  have  done  so  ;  so  I  take  it  that  there  is 
very  l'ttle  left  for  the  Municipal  Government  ? — Yes.  We  are  all  doing  it  alike,  but 
separately. 

1568.  And  in  the  long  run  you  would  admit  that  it  would  be  preferable  to  get 
some  local  authority  which  could  control  it  on  a  proper  basis  with  proper  power? — 
I  am  in  favour  of  a  board  for  water  and  drainage  and  electric  light. 

1569.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Where  did  the  washing  take  place  before  you  built  your 
wash-house  ? — In  the  river. 

1570.  Was  that  detrimental  ? — Yes. 

1571.  So  that  the  building  of  the  wash-house  has  improved  the  health  of  the  place  ? 
— Yes,  that  is  why  we  don’t  mind  running  it  at  a  loss. 

1572.  Why  did  you  put  your  wash-house  where  it  is? — Because  we  had  no  other 
place. 

1573.  You  could  not  dispose  of  the  water  from  it  in  any  other  way  ? — No. 

1574.  That  would  have  been  possible  if  you  had  had  a  drainage  scheme  at  the  time  ? 
— Yes,  then  it  could  have  been  done,  and  it  could  have  been  put  in  a  more  central 
position. 

1575.  Dr.  Anderson.']  Have  you  any  slaughter-houses? — None  at  all,  Rondebosch 
has  that  part. 

1576.  Mr.  Dyer.]  You  said  the  loss  on  the  wash-house  is  about  £50  a  year,  does 
that  include  the  interest  ou  the  outlay  ? — No,  only  actual  expenditure. 

1577.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  Was  Mowbray  a  part  of  the  Liesbeek  Municipality? — Yes, 
and  I  was  a  member  of  it. 

1578.  Can  you  tell  us  why  it  was  broken  up  again ;  it  comprised  the  whole  of  the 
Suburbs  from  Mowbray  to  Wynberg  ? — Yes. 

1579.  It  included  Wynberg  and  Woodstock  ? — Not  Woodstock. 

1580.  Why  was  it  broken  up  ? — That  is  a  long  story. 

1581.  Will  you  tell  us  as  shortly  as  you  can? — There  was  a  good  deal  of  feeling 
existing  when  they  tried  to  form  a  company  for  water. 

1582.  Chairman.]  That  was  in  1886? — Yes;  it  fell  through  because  the  people  at 
Home  would  not  advance  money  unless  there  were  rating  powers,  and  there  were  no 
rating  powers.  Then  someone  suggested  that  they  should  get  a  rating  power  through 
the  Municipality,  and  that,  of  course,  sot  up  the  backs  of  the  inhabitants;  some  went 
in  with  the  deliberate  object  of  wrecking  it. 

1583.  ]\[r.  Lawrence.]  Is  that  why  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  came  to  grief? — Yes. 
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1584.  The  members  went  i  \  with  the  intention  of  making  it  unworkable  ? — Yes,  I 
came  in  afterwards,  and  there  was  a  contort  between  those  who  tried  to  make  it  a 
success  and  those  who  opposed.  Eventually  the  breaking-up  party  succeeded  in  carry¬ 
ing  the  day  by  a  majority  of  one. 

1585.  But  did  they  find  it  difficult  to  work  such  a  large  area? — No,  the  mistake  was 
in  breaking  it  up;  I  think  it  would  have  worked  if  it  had  gone  on,  although  as  far  as 
Mowbray  is  concerned  it  benefited  very  considerably  by  the  change.  They  hardly  did 
anything  for  us,  which  was  the  same  thing  when  we  were  a  portion  of  Rondebosch,  and 
we  only  made  headway  when  we  became  a  Municipality  ourselves. 

1586.  I  suppose  there  was  a  good  deal  of  jealousy? — Yes. 

►  1587.  You  don’t  anticipate  anything  of  that  kind  wh<m  you  go  in  for  combined 

schemes,  such  as  drainage,  water,  and  so  on  ? — I  don’t  think  for  such  items  as  those, 
because  they  are  general  needs. 

1588.  Chairman .]  That  was  a  Municipality  under  the  old  Municipal  Ordnance? — 
No,  under  Act  No.  45  of  1882. 

1589.  Under  the  Scanlen  Act  ? — Yes. 

1590.  That  Water  Bill  was  brought  in  not  by  the  Municipality  but  by  the 
Company  ? — Yes,  in  the  first  instance. 

1591.  The  Company  did  not  form  itself  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
Municipalities  whioh  lie  over  this  way  ? — Yes,  is  that  the  present  Company  you  are 
speaking  of,  or  the  old  Company  ? 

1592.  The  old  Company  ? — No,  the  Water  Company  was  formed  first,  and  there 
was  no  public  authority. 

1593.  Then  you  went  to  Parliament  to  get  powers  for  yours  in  1886? — Not  for 
water ;  we  were  under  the  Scanlen  Act. 

1594.  In  1886  a  Bill  was  brought  in  to  empower  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  to 
acquire  certain  rights  on  Table  Mountain  for  a  Water  Scheme? — It  was  then  that  the 
split  took  place. 

1595.  Then  the  Council  was  in  existence  in  1886  ? — Yes,  a  report  was  given  on 
the  Table  Mountain  W ater  Supply  ;  that  was  the  one  that  we  wanted  to  go  in  for. 

1596.  What  was  the  manner  of  your  breaking  up,  was  it  done  by  resolution  ?- — 
Yes,  by  resolution ;  the  fact  was  this,  that  the  Municipality  was  going  in  for  this 
scheme,  and  there  was  the  other  scheme  also,  so  that  is  how  the  trouble  arose. 

1597.  But  how  did  you  break  up,  in  what  manner  ? — By  vote  of  the  Council, 
and  by  petition  to  have  the  boundaries  of  the  Municipalities  altered.  It  was  first 
formed  into  three — Wynberg,  Claremont,  and  Rondebosch,  including  Mowbray. 

1598.  Then  they  petitioned  the  Governor  at  the  time  ? — Yes.  the  thing  was  done 
by  the  then  Government. 

1599.  And  you  thought  it  was  a  wise  thing  to  do  on  their  part  ? — No. 

1600.  So  as  usual  you  blamed  the  Government  ? — I  did  not  blame  the  Govern¬ 
ment. 

1601.  They  could  have  refused  the  petition? — Possibly. 

1602.  How  long  was  that  Municipality  in  existence  ?— I  think  about  four  years. 

1603.  It  was  in  existence  the  same  time  as  the  Company  ? — It  ceased  about  the  time 
when  the  Company  came  into  existence.  A  portion  of  the  Councillors  wanted  to  go 
in  for  the  Table  Mountain  Scheme  and  another  portion  for  the  Ackerman  Scheme. 

1604.  Until  that  arose  you  worked  very  well? — Yes,  fairly  well. 

1605.  Then  there  were  conflicting  interests  ? — Yes. 

1606.  If  you  could  alter  your  Municipal  area  iu  1886,  could  you  not  alter  it  in 
1902  ? — Yes,  if  we  could  agree 

1607.  The  two  Municipalities  might  jointly  petition  ? — Yes. 

1608.  What  was  it  upon  whioh  you  disagreed  ? — It  is  very  difficult  for  me  to  say 

now. 

1609.  Was  it  matters  connected  with  money  ? — I  think  a  good  deal  of  the  dis¬ 
agreement  was  with  regard  to  the  administration,  that  is  to  say  Mowbray  had  decided 
upon  what  they  thought  ought  to  be  done,  and  Rondebosch  had  decided  upon  their  line 
of  action,  and  that  is  how  the  trouble  arose  which  resulted  in  a  petition  going  in  to 
divide  it  into  two. 

1610.  There  is  no  way  of  altering  your  area  now  without  enoroaohing  on  one  or 
other  of  the  Municipalities  ? — That  is  so. 

1611.  Do  you  think  that  the  unification  of  your  three  Municipalities  would  be  a 
good  thing  ? — I  think  it  is  quite  possible ;  their  interests  are  one,  and  I  think  between 
the  three  they  will  agree  fairly  well. 

1612.  You  have  not  met  to  discuss  the  question  ? — No,  but  we  have  met  to  discuss 
the  question  of  water  and  drainage,  and  we  have  met  also  when  we  framed  our 
regulations,  so  as  to  make  them  uniform  as  near  as  possible  for  the  sake  of  builders  and 

others. 
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1613.  Suppose  you  were  to  broach  the  subjeot  again,  would  the  existence  of  your 
indebtedness  be  any  bar  ? — It  might. 

1614.  Have  you  ever  thought  of  how  that  could  be  settled  P — I  suppose  we  would 
have  to  pool  the  debts. 

1615.  Are  you  now  speaking  after  deliberate  judgment,  or  merely  on  the  spur  of 
the  moment  ? — On  the  spur  of  the  moment. 

1616.  You  would  pool  the  debts,  and  distribute  the  liabilities  ? — Yes. 

1617.  Could  not  any  liability,  if  there  were  disagreement,  be  limited  to  the  area  in 
which  it  was  incurred  ;  that  is  to  say  if  you  will  have  a  higher  percentage  of  debt 
in  one  Municipality  than  in  another? — That  would  be  a  matter  of  arrangement. 

1618.  It  could  be  done  on  that  basis? — It  could  be  done. 

1  619.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  is  it  not  done  in  countries  like  England  ? — Oh,  yes. 

1620.  And  then  when  it  is  done  on  that  basis,  the  ratepayer  gets  his  rate  account 
specifying  the  various  heads  under  which  he  pays.  That  is  to  say,  if  Municipality  A.’s 
debt  is  three  times  that  of  Municipality  B.’s,  then  Municipality  A.  would  pay  so  much 
more  of  the  total  charge  for  indebtedness  ? — Yes,  it  could  be  worked  out  on  that  basis. 

1621.  The  debts  are  to  be  pooled  and  the  charges  for  the  indebtedness  shared 
generally  ? — Yes. 

1622.  You  think  that  would  be  a  fairer  way  than  the  other? — Of  course  anything 
that  is  fair  is  to  my  mind  the  thing  to  be  done ;  whatever  is  fair  and  honest,  just  as  in 
a  partnership.  After  all  the  unification  is  only  another  form  of  partnership,  and  it 
would  be  done  on  the  basis  of  what  each  one  put  in. 

1623.  What  prevents  unification ?  Is  there  sentiment  behind  this? — I  suppose 
there  is  ;  you  cannot  get  rid  of  it. 

1624.  Is  there  jealousy  ?—  I  don’t  think  it  exists  now  to  the  extent  it  did  eight  or 
ten  years  ago  ;  we  have  got  closer  together,  and  our  coming  into  contact  about  matters 
generally  has  had  the  effect  of  a  better  understanding. 

1625.  Can  you  say  in  what  particular  way  a  benefit  would  arise  by  amalgamation? 
— The  benefit  would  be  in  getting  a  better  water  supply  and  an  underground  drainage, 
which  will  be  useful  to  us  all. 

1626.  And  on  general  grounds  that  would  be  better  and  more  economically  done  ? 
— Yes,  because  for  instance  the  three  could  bring  a  scheme  which  would  give  us  a  much 
better  water  supply  than  we  would  be  able  to  do  separately. 

1627.  Would  you  not  be  able  to  economise  the  salaries  ? — My  own  opinion  is  that 
as  far  as  the  salaries  are  concerned  we  would  not  be  able  to  economise  to  any  great 
extent.  The  salaries  would  not  be  materially  altered,  as  the  men  at  present  employed 
have  their  hands  full,  and  under  the  combined  system  we  would  have  to  employ  about 
the  same  number  of  clerks  and  some  would  be  receiving  higher  salaries. 

1628.  In  the  event  of  the  area  of  the  old  Liesbeek  Municipality,  which  now 
consists  of  several  Municipalities,  being  taken,  how  would  you  propose  to  divide  the 
representation  of  the  Council  ? — What  area  ? 

1629.  Claremont,  Mowbray,  Wynberg  and  Rondeboseh? — I  don’t  think  the  thing 
would  work  well  if  you  take  the  four.  I  think  it  would  work  without  Wynberg. 

1630.  Why  ? — Because  Wynberg  is  distinct  from  the  rest  as  much  as  it  possibly 
can  be.  If  the  area  right  up  to  Kalk  Bay  were  included  in  Wynberg,  that  is  to  say 
everything  the  other  side  Wynberg,  in  one  scheme,  and  everything  this  side  Wynberg  in 
another  scheme,  then  I  think  the  thing  would  work. 

1631.  Mr.  Gurney.']  It  is  a  geographical  difficulty  ? — Yes,  if  there  is  to  be  any 
amalgamation,  it  should  be  Claremont,  Rondeboseh  and  Mowbray. 

1632.  The  principal  reason  why  you  think  Wynberg  could  not  combine  with  the 
other  Municipalities  is  on  account  of  the  geographical  difficulty,  the  greater  part  of  it 
being  lower  than  the  others  ? — Yes ;  there  they  have  their  own  drainage  scheme  and 
water  supply.  I  don’t  think  it  w»uld  work. 

1633.  Is  there  any  reason  why  these  difficulties  should  not  be  got  over? — Their 
drainage  is  towards  False  Bay. 

1634.  How  does  that  effect  the  case  ? — At  this  side  from  Claremont  the  outfall  is 
Table  Bay,  on  the  other  side  it  is  towards  False  Bay.  There  would  have  to  be  two 
schemes,  as  they  cannot  drain  towards  Cape  Town,  and  I  am  afraid  the  thing  won’t 
work. 

1635.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Then  all  the  Wynberg  drainage  goes  towards  False  Bay  P — 
Yes,  they  drain  in  that  direction  ;  there  may  be  a  little  on  this  side  whioh  would  fall 
this  way,  but  that  could  be  taken  round  the  hill. 

1636.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  f  of  the  Wynberg  drainage  fell  into  yours  P — 
That  was  Mr.  Olive’s  opinion. 

1637.  Chairman.]  Is  that  correct  ? — No,  I  don’t  think  so. 

1638.  But  how  does  the  drainage  affect  the  question  of  union  ;  is  it  a  matter  of 
sentiment  or  of  geographical  difficulty  that  the  unification  of  Wynberg  and  the 
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three  Municipalities  is  impossible? — There  is  nothing  impossible  from  the  point  of  view. 

163  *.  Then  it  becomes  a  matter  of  sentiment  ? — Yes,  sentiment  rules  the  world. 

1610  I  want  to  get  your  views  on  the  matter? — I  don’t  think  it  would  work. 

1611.  Ought  we  not  to  draw  a  distinction  between  sentimental  causes  and 
physical  cauces  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

1612.  What  is  it  that  hinders  you  combining  with  Woodstook  ? — Woodstock 
should  join  with  Cape  Town. 

1613.  What  is  it  that  hinders  you  all  from  joining  together? — Nothing  but 
sentiment. 

1611  Dr.  Gregory .]  Do  you  thiuk  if  it  could  be  made  to  work,  that  it  would  be 

►  to  the  common  advantage  ? — I  am  doubtful  to  that  extent. 

1615.  Why  are  you  doubtful? — Take  Cape  Town,  it  does  not  seem  to  work  in 
Cape  Town  ;  for  instance,  District  No.  6  is  always  complaining. 

1646.  Then  in  the  interest  of  Cape  Town  it  might  bo  better  to  unify  the  other 
Municipalities  with  it,  as  you  may  get  representatives  from  the  other  Municipalities,  who 
might  help  District  No.  6? — That  might  be,  but  each  would  be  looking  after  his  own 
portion. 

1647.  Personally,  the  only  amalgamation  which  you  see  at  all  possible  is  that 
between  Mowbray,  Rondebosch  and  Claremont  ?— That  is  my  opinion. 

1648.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  This  won’t  meet  the  difficulty  ? — Yes,  but  I  don’t  condemn 
the  others,  if  it  could  be  made  to  work. 

1649.  Chairman.']  The  real  difficulty  is  the  sentiment  of  the  people  ? — Yes,  you 
will  find  sentiment  at  Woodstock  if  you  want  to  join  them  to  us,  and  the  same  with 
Wynberg. 

1650.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Your  Municipalities  joining  with  Woodstook  and  Cape 
Town,  would  you  consider  that  a  suitable  combination  ? — Yes,  it  might  work. 

1651.  And  Wynberg,  Constantia  up  to  Kalk  Bay,  would  be  a  good  combination  ? 
Yes,  their  interests  are  one. 

1652.  Chairman.]  But  you  are  prepared  to  join  with  Woodstock  in  drainage  ? 
— Yes,  in  drainage  that  would  improve  their  outfall.  The  greatest  cost  is  the  outfall, 
and  if  the  four  others  join  then  it  will  reduce  the  cost  of  Woodstock. 

1653.  That  is  on  the  supposition  that  there  is  no  objection  raised  to  the  outfall  ?  — 
Yes,  that  is  another  consideration. 

1654.  I  gather  your  view  of  the  Divisional  Council  is,  that  all  the  powers  vested 
in  the  Couucil  with  reference  to  roads  within  the  Municipal  areas,  should  determine  as 
far  as  the  Divisioual  Counoil  is  concerned,  and  that  the  latter  body  should  oontinue  to 
exist  for  the  up-keep  and  maintenance  of  roads  outside  the  Municipality,  but  you  don’t 
believe  in  the  abolition  of  the  Divisional  Council  ? — No. 

1655.  Would  you  say  that  you  caunot  get  on  without  it? — There  must  be  some 
authority  to  look  after  the  roads  outside  the  Municipal  boundaries. 

1656.  But  you  said  in  answer  to  Mr.  G-urney  that  you  prefer  these  roads  to  be 
made  by  the  Public  Works  Department  ? — Oh  no,  I  said  it  was  possible,  not  preferable. 
On  general  principle  we  would  like  to  have  something  to  say  with  regard  to  the 
expenditure  of  our  money. 


Mr.  George  William  Teaman  examined. 

1657.  Chairman.]  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Tonkin,  now  do 
you  generally  agree  with  it,  or  are  there  any  special  points  which  you  would  like  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Commission  ? — I  agree  with  everything  Mr.  Tonkin  has  said, 
as  he  expressed  himself  here,  and  I  would  only  emphasise  the  difficulty  we  have  with 
the  Divisional  Council  in  the  way  of  gravelling  streets,  and  so  on. 

1658.  You  practically  endorse  everything  that  he  has  said  ? — Yes,  more  particu¬ 
larly  with  regard  to  the  unification  of  the  Municipalities. 


Mr.  Andrew  Burnett  Reid  examined. 

1659.  Chairman.]  Now,  Mr.  Reid,  do  you  also  agree  with  Mr.  Tonkin’s  evidenoe, 
or  do  you  wish  to  implement  it  in  any  way  ? — I  agree  with  him  generally,  but  I  am 
very  strong  on  the  question  of  the  unification  of  the  Municipalities,  for  the  same  areas 
which  lie  has  mentioned,  although  if  there  were  other  areas  which  could  be  brought  in 
practically  and  would  tend  to  make  things  cheaper,  I  would  have  no  objection.  I 
consider  that  the  water,  drainage  and  lighting  should  be  under  one  oentral  Board. 
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That  would  1)6  for  the  area  of  Claremont,  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray ;  but  not  as 
regards  drainage  and  light,  which  could  b?  extended  right  through  if  it  were  practicable. 

1660.  Mr.  Gurney  ]  Would  you  like  to  soe  all  difficulties  removed  by  a  combina¬ 
tion  once  and  for  all  ? — Yes,  especially  drainage,  water  and  light. 

1(  61.  Are  you  including  Cape  Town  ?— Well,  no,  I  don’t  think  I  would  include 
Cape  Town,  but  I  should  have  no  objection  as  long  as  it  could  be  made  to  work  in 
practice.  At  present  I  don’t  think  Cape  Town  should  be  included. 

1662.  Chairman.']  Why? — I  should  have  no  objection  in  regard  to  the  water 
supply. 

1663.  What  is  the  reason  for  not  including  it  in  the  same  Municipal  Administra¬ 
tion  generally  ? — Because  I  think  it  would  be  too  large  to  be  workable. 

1664.  Would  it  be  too  large  ?—  All  the  suburbs  would  be  too  large. 

1665.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  there  is  a  growing  tendency  in  England  on  the  part  of 
Municipalities  constituted  very  much  like  the  Municipalities  up  to  Wynberg  to  come 
under  one  Board  ? — I  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  in  many  respects.  Of  course,  we 
have  not  the  perfection  that  they  have  in  England  but  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  it 
could  be  done. 

1666.  But  is  it  not  because  things  have  not  come  to  the  perfection  that  they  had 
hoped  to  bring  it  to,  that  they  go  in  for  unification? — Yes. 

1667.  All  things  would  be  better  and  more  economically  administered  here  under 
such  a  scheme  ? — Yes. 

1668  And  everything  which  tended  to  grant  facilities  for  town  life  would  be  an 
improvement  ? — Yes. 

1669.  Do  you  tee  any  physical  difficulty? — No. 

1670.  Do  you  agree  that  it  is  a  matter  of  sentiment,  and  not  of  Municipal 
indefeasibility? — Quite  so. 

1671.  Then  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  indebtedness  ? — That  could  be  got  over, 
i  think. 

1672.  Mr.  Gurney .]  You  don’t  see  any  practical  difficulties,  but  the  difficulties 
that  there  are  would  tend  to  inorease  the  longer  the  unification  is  put  off  ? — Yes. 

1673  And  really  the  greatest  difficulty  is,  of  course,  the  advancement  in  the 
different  local  authorities  ? — Yesr  you  will  improve  things  when  you  get  the  whole 
thing  as  a  common  interest. 

1674.  Chairman.']  And  we  are  dealing  with  the  metropolitan  area  where  the 
whole  country  would  like  to  see  good  government  ? — Yes. 

1675.  This  being  a  Metropolitan  area,  the  Parliament  of  the  country  would  have 
a  special  right  to  look  into  the  matter  of  its  local  government  ? — Yes. 

1676.  This  area  is  differently  constituted  from  the  others  in  the  country,  and  even 
at  Home  Parliament  has  dealt  differently  with  the  Metropolis  of  London  than  with 
other  Municipalities? — Yes. 

1677.  Is  your  view  with  the  minority  in  the  Council? — No,  with  the  majority. 

1678.  And  is  that  the  view  of  the  ratepayers  ? — I  don’t  know. 

1679.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Is  not  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  practically  different 
from  all  other  parts  of  the  Colony,  as  men  have  a  personal  interest  in  more  than  one 
Municipality  ? — Quite  so,  for  instance,  men  at  Wynberg  or  Mowbray  may  have  an 
interest  in  the  government  of  Cape  Town,  as  they  have  their  business  there. 

1680.  Chairman.]  The  whole  population  seems  to  be  of  the  same  ideas  and 
aspirations  ? — Yes,  and  they  have  the  same  needs,  and  before  long  they  will  have  to 
join  together. 

1681.  Dr.  Gregory.]  The  difficulties  really  would  he  greater  in  preventing  it  than 
bringing  it  about,  and  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  there  is  a  unification  taking  place  as 
regards  drainage  and  water  ? — Yes,  water,  light  and  drainage. 

1682.  Chairman.]  Are  there  any  other  special  points  upon  which  you  differ  from 
Mr.  Tonkin  ? — No,  I  think  Mr.  Tonkin  has  expressed  everything  very  well  as  far  as  I 
oan  remember;  there  may  be  small  details,  but  they  are  of  no  importance,  and  there  is 
nothing  special  that  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Commission  to. 

1683.  Dr.  Gregory.]  What  Water  Scheme  do  you  particularly  favour  ? — I  don’t 
favour  any  individual  scheme,  but  I  should  be  in  favour  of  one  which  would  supply  the 
needs  of  the  whole  of  the  Peninsula  for  some  years  to  come. 

1684.  Chairman.]  Everything  under  one  scheme? — Yes;  make  it  as  large  as 
possible. 

1685.  That  is  in  the  direction  of  unification  too? — Yes. 

1686.  And  that  would  be  more  easily  carried  out  if  the  Municipalities  were 
amalgamated  ? — Yes. 
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Mr.  Samuel  Tonkin  further  examined. 

1687.  Mr.  Stewart.]  I  understand  that  you  have  been  acquainted  with  the  water 
supply  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  you  are  acquainted  with  the  report  which  Mr. 
Gamble  made  in  1881  P — Yes. 

1688.  Do  you  remember  the  recommendation  which  he  made  at  the  beginning  of 
that  report  ? — It  is  a  long  time  ago. 

1689.  He  recommended  that  there  should  be  one  water  scheme  for  the  whole  of 
the  Suburbs  ? — Yes,  he  did. 

1690.  I  understand  it  was  attempted  to  float  a  Company,  but  it  was  not  success¬ 
ful  ? — No,  that  was  what  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  wanted. 

1691.  Then  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  was  formed,  and  you  gave  evidence  on  the 
Bill,  but  then  the  Municipality  could  not  carry  out  the  scheme  for  the  reasons  you 
have  given,  and  after  that  Cape  Town  and  Wynberg  went  to  Parliament,  and,  as  it 
were,  split  the  resources  of  the  Cape  Town  Mountain  ? — Yes. 

1692.  In  the  Act  which  Wynberg  got,  was  there  any  provision  for  enabling  the 
other  Suburban  Municipalities  to  come  into  it  ? — I  cannot  say,  but  I  think  not. 

1698.  Was  it  not  the  case,  that  Claremont  aud  Rondebosch  were  entitled  within 
six  months  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  to  claim  a  share  ? — I  cannot  say  now,  it  is  a 
long  time  ago. 

1694.  Anyhow,  if  they  could,  they  did  not  exercise  that  right? — No,  they 
dropped  into  the  Ackerman  Scheme  which  came  in  about  the  same  time.  I  fought  for 
it  at  the  time  in  the  Liesbeek  Municipality. 

1695.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  spoke  in  favour  of  keeping  the  Liesbeek  Muni¬ 
cipality  intact  ? — Yes. 

1696.  Do  you  know  what  Wynberg  charges  for  their  water  per  thousand  gallons  ? 
—  1  don’t  know  the  price. 

1697.  It  is  about  a  shilling  ? — Yes,  by  meter. 

1698.  And  the  Waterworks  charge  Is.  4d.  ? — Yes. 

1699.  So  that  the  nett  result  of  Claremont  and  Rondebosch  not  being  able  to  go 
with  Wynberg,  is  that  they  pay  Is.  4d.  instead  of  the  smaller  charge  ? — If  the 
Wynberg  charge  is  correctly  given,  which  I  don’t  think  it  is. 

1700.  The  result  has  been  that  the  other  Municipalities  have  to  pay  more? — 
Yes,  in  consequence  of  that  split,  no  doubt  we  have  to  pay  more. 

1701  Assuming  of  course  that  there  was  sufficient  water  ? — Yes. 

1702.  Does  not  this  formau  argument  for  the  amalgamation  of  the  Municipalities 
and  for  the  creation  of  one  Waterworks  Board  ? — Yes. 

1703.  Chairman.']  As  a  matter  of  fact,  your  Board  oharges  more  for  the  water 
than  it  cost  ? — We  could  not  live  if  we  did  not. 

1704.  But  you  charge  so  much  in  excess  of  the  cost  that  you  are  actually  con¬ 
structing  works  out  of  the  balance  ? — Yes,  for  the  present,  but  that  won’t  last  long. 

1705  The  price  will  come  down  ? — 5Tes  ;  the  Waterworks  Company  carried  it  on 
as  a  commercial  speculation  previous  to  our  getting  it,  and  we  are  continuing  the  same 
rate  of  oharges  until  we  know  where  we  are.  You  must  remember  we  are  paying  five 
per  cent,  for  the  money.  Any  profits  that  may  aocrue  will  go  to  the  Municipalities. 


Mr. 

Samuel  Tonkin, 
lGth  April,  1902. 


72 


Mr. 

T.  A.  J.  Lokw. 
17th  April,  1902. 


THURSDAY,  17th  APRIL,  19C2. 


Present : 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman). 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 
Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
Mr.  TV.  E.  Gurney. 
Mr.  Lawrence. 


Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers. 
Mr.  T.  N.  Dyer. 


Mr.  Thomas  Arnoldus  Johannes  Lome  further  examined. 

[Mr  Louw  asked  permission  to  correct  a  misunderstanding  It  was  stated  in  the 
papers  in  his  previous  evidence  that  he  told  the  Commission  that  the  Water  Board  had 
no  power  to  levy  rates  ;  this  is  an  error  :  the  Board  has  the  power  to  levy  rates.] 

1706.  Dr.  Gregory.']  With  regard  to  the  levying  of  rates,  there  are  apparently 
two  things  that  can  be  done  uuder  Section  6  of  the  Act.  You  may  levy  a  general 
rate  which  may  [.he  applied  to  paying  interest  on  your  loan  and  extinguishing  the  loan  ; 
that  rate  may  he  levied  either  by  the  Council  or  by  the  Committee  of  Management 
should  the  Council  delegate  the  power  to  the  Committee.  Now,  has  such  a  rate  ever 
been  levied  ? — No 

1707.  And  iChas  not  been  in  contemplation  ? — No. 

1708.  You  are  paying  interest  out  of  your  revenue  ? — Yes. 

1709.  Then  there  is  power  under  Section  18  to  fix  a  tariff  of  charges  which  is  to 
be  done  either  by  the  Council  or  by  the  Committee  of  Management  should  the  Council 
delegate  the  powers  to  the  Committee ;  now,  there  is  such  a  tariff  of  charges  being 
levied  ? — Yes. 

1710. tThat  is,  of  course,  where  you  get  your  revenue  from  ? — Yes. 

1711.  Is  that  levied  by  you  or  by  the  Council  ? — No,  it  is  not  really  levied ;  it  is  a 
continuation,  just  as  we  took  it  over.  The  Council  has  never  given  any  instructions, 
but  we  do  levy  a  rate  indirectly.  We  collect  the  rates,  but  it  is  nothing  more  than  a 
continuation  of  what  it  was  prior  to  our  taking  it  over. 

1712.  But  that  is  levying  the  rate,  and  if  the  Council  has  never  given  you  the 
power  how  can  you  as  a  Board  levy  it  ? — That  is  where  you  are  wrong  ;  we  are  not 
levying  a  rate. 

1713.  A  water  charge  ;  the  section  of  the  Act  reads  as  follows  : — “  The  said  Coun¬ 
cils  [that  is  Claremont  and  Woodstock]  and  in  the  event  of  the  said  other  Council 
or  Councils  [that  is  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray]  becoming  entitled  to  participate 
as  aforesaid  such  other  Council  or  Councils  or  the  Committee  of  Management, 
should  the  said  Councils  and  other  Council  or  Councils  as  the  case  may  be,  as  afore¬ 
said,  delegate  the  powers  hereinafter  referred  to,  to  the  said  Committee,  are  hereby 
empowered  from  time  to  time  to  frame  and  publish  a  tariff  of  charges  by  which  the 
supply  of  water  by  private  or  other  waterleadings  for  domestic,  irrigating,  industrial 
or  other  purposes,  shall  be  regulated  within  the  limits  of  the  said  Municipalities,  and 
the  payment  for  such  supply  shall  be  in  accordance  with  such  tariff,  and  are  further 
empowered  to  make  such  regulations  from  time  to  time  as  may  be  required.”  Surely 
you  must  have  had  some  powers  given  you  by  the  Council  in  terms  of  that  section  ? — 
The  fact  is  that  we  are  simply  continuing  on  the  same  lines  as  the  Company  did  before 
us,  because  when  we  took  over,  these  rates  had  been  levied  by  the  Company  and  were 
in  existence,  and  we  continue  the  water  charge. 

1714.  Then  you  are  not  acting  within  the  four  corners  of  your  Act  ? — I  think  so, 
two  members  are  conducting  the  management  of  the  whole  concern  by  delegation. 

1715.  Of  course  the  Act  is  very  indefinite  as  to  how  that  delegation  is  to  be 
carried  out  ? — Yes,  we  are  conducting,  not  only  the  water,  but  everything  else  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  concern. 

1716.  They  have  delegated  nothing  to  you? — The  management  of  the  whole 
concern. 

1717.  Chairman .]  I  see  under  section  1  of  the  Act  that  the  acquisition  includes 
the  rights,  properties,  assets,  liabilities  and  obligations  of  the  Company  which  were 
handed  over  to  you,  and  one  of  the  rights  of  that  Company  was  to  make  such  a  charge 
for  the  water  and  that  right  was  handed  over  to  you  ? — Yes. 
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1717(a).  In  consequence  of  that  you  considered  it  unnecessary  for  the  Councils  to 
give  you  special  powers  by  resolution?  —  Quite  so,  it  is  a  continuation;  we  took  over 
everything  as  it  was. 

1718. ^  Zb\  Gregory.\  It  seems  clear  that  you  should  have  such  power  ;  suppose  you 
instituted  proceedings  against  a  defaulter,  would  not  such  an  objection  be  fatal  ? — We 
could  recover.  We  had  a  case  where  such  a  defence  was  put  up  or  was  going  to  be 
raised,  but  when  the  hearing  came  on  judgment  went  by  default.  If  every  small 
matter  connected  with  the  duties  of  the  Board  had  to  be  referred  to  the  Council  for 
approval  it  would  be  very  awkward,  it  would  be  nonsense. 

1719.  Mr.  Lawrence .]  You  have  a  general  delegation  ? — Yes,  and  if  the  delegates 
do  not  answer  then  it  would  be  for  the  Councils  to  replace  them. 

1720.  Dr.  Gregory .]  That  is  just  my  point — whether  you  have  actually  had  the 
powers  delegated  to  you  ? — Yes,  we  have  the  power. 

1721.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  Has  there  been  a  formal  resolution  of  the  Council  ? — No. 

1722.  Dr.  Gregory.']  Would  it  not  then  be  quite  possible  for  any  of  the  Councils 
if  they  dissented  from  your  actions  to  repudiate  anything  you  have  done  ? — No,  I  don’t 
think  that  would  be  the  case. 

1723.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  As  the  members  of  the  Water  Committee  are  delegated  by 
the  Councils  you  consider  it  sufficient  ? — Yes. 

1724.  Dr.  Gregory.  |  And  that  is  the  way  in  which  the  Board  is  constituted  ? — 

Yes. 

1724  (a).  You  have  stated  in  your  evidence  that  the  vote  on  any  subject  had  to 
be  unanimous,  and  therefore  Woodstock  would  always  create  a  difficulty  by  preventing 
unanimity,  and  that  was  the  reason  why  things  could  not  be  carried  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

1725.  But  now,  Section  8  of  the  Act  distinctly  provides  that  three  members  shall 
form  a  quorum,  and  that  all  matters  and  questions  shall  be  decided  by  a  majority  of 
votes  of  members  present  and  voting  at  any  meeting  ? — Yes,  but  there  is  another 
clause  where  it  says  that  it  must  bo  done  jointly.  Any  big  matter  has  to  be  agreed  to 
jointly  by  the  Board. 

1726.  You  are  really  referring  to  the  augmentation  of  the  water  supply  ? — Yes. 

1727.  Acting  jointly  ? — Yes. 

1728.  And  that  means  that  you  must  be  unanimous? — Yes.  In  smaller  matters 
we  go  by  a  majority ;  for  instance,  if,  when  we  considered  the  Steenbras  scheme, 
Woodstock  dissented,  we  could  do  nothing,  but  if  we  wanted  to  raise  the  salary  of  our 
Secretary  by  £15  or  £20  we  would  do  that  by  a  majority. 

1729.  You  say  it  would  be  necessary  to  augment  your  supply  under  anycireum- 
stances  from  some  other  source  ? — Undoubtedly  . 

1730.  And  you  are  personally  in  favour  of  the  Olipliant’s  Hoek  source,  but 
a  proposal  of  either  that  or  the  Steenbras  River  source  was  under  discussion.  Now, 
both  these  sources  are  outside  the  Cape  Division,  are  they  not  ? — Yes. 

1731.  Therefore,  as  a  Water  Committee,  you  could  not  touch  either  of  these 
schemes? — No,  according  to  the  Act  we  cannot  touch  them;  we  have  no  power,  but 
the  various  Municipalities  can  take  it  independently  of  us ;  and  if  they  did,  and  brought 
it  to  our  boundary,  there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  us  from  buying  it  from  them 
and  distributing  it. 

1732.  But  that  is  a  roundabout  way  of  doing  it  ? — Yes,  but  unfortunately  it  is 
the  only  way. 

1733.  So  that  you  have  really  no  power  to  augment  your  water  supply  ? — No, 
not  beyond  our  limits. 

1734.  But  quite  apart  from  that,  any  augmentation  would  mean  an  expenditure 
of  more  than  £200,000  ? — Outside  our  limits,  certainly. 

1735.  For  general  purposes  you  can  only  borrow  under  the  Act  to  the  extent  of 
£500,000,  so  that  you  will  not  be  able  to  raise  the  money  for  such  a  large  scheme  ? — 
No,  unless  the  Act  were  amended  in  that  direction. 

1736.  Practically,  it  is  impossible  for  you  as  a  Board  to  undertake  any  scheme, 
whether  Steenbras  River  or  Oliphant’s  Hoek  ? — No,  we  could  not,  unless  the  Act  is 
altered.  It  is,  I  may  say,  the  idea  of  the  Board,  as  soon  as  Parliameut  sits,  to  get  the 
Act  amended  in  the  direction  indicated  ;  the  Act  is  deficient. 

1737.  Chairmen.]  You  don’t  take  a  share  of  the  responsibility  in  regard  to  the 
framing  of  the  Act  ? — No,  but  of  course  you  only  find  out  the  defects  in  working  it. 

1738.  Dr.  Gregory.]  The  water  which  you  supply  to  Woodstock  really  goes  to  it 
under  something  in  the  shape  of  a  contract  ? — No,  it  is  not  a  contract  exactly,  it  is 
more  or  less  an  agieement  arrived  at  between  the  Municipalities,  but  we  do  not  only 
supply  Woodstock  with  the  quantity  agreed  upon  ;  they  get  an  over  supply. 

1739.  And  they  pay  you  according  to  contract  for  that  over  supply  ? — They  are 
entitled  to  a  certain  quantity  under  the  Act ;  for  the  over  supply  they  pay  us  one 
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shilling  and  threepence.  I  think  they  pay  us  the  lump  sum  annually  for  all  the 
200,000  gallons. 

1740.  Who  collects  the  money  ? — They  collect  the  money  for  area  No.  1,  and  then 
they  charge  their  own  rate  to  the  consumers. 

1741.  Now,  in  your  evidence  the  other  day,  you  said  that  Woodstock  could 
withdraw  from  the  soheme,  if  the  other  Municipalities  consented? — No,  I  said  the 
Board  would  be  favourably  disposed  to  such  a  proposal. 

1742.  As  a  matter  of  fact  there  is  nothing  in  the  Act  to  enable  any  party  to 
withdraw  ? — No  ;  there  also  the  Act  requires  amendment. 

1743.  Then  Woodstock  cannot  go  out  of  it? — No;  neither  oan  we,  nor,  according 
to  the  Act,  can  they  go  in  for  the  water  scheme. 

1744.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  If  they  cannot  go  in  and  you  cannot  go  in,  how  are  we 
going  to  get  the  water  ? — I  don’t  know  unless  Parliament  meets  quiokly. 

1745.  Dr.  Gregory.]  You  say  the  late  Mr.  Rhodes  bought  the  rights  in  connection 
with  the  Witte  River ;  did  he  buy  it  from  the  Syndicate  or  how  ? — Yes,  from  a  small 
Syndicate  who  had  bought  the  farm. 

1746.  Was  that  the  syndicate  which  offered  it  to  the  Town  Council  of  Cape 
Town  ? — Y"es. 

1747.  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  this  from  your  own  knowledge,  or  are  you  merely 
speaking  from  hearsay  ? — I  know  it  from  a  member  of  the  syndicate  whose  letter  I  can 
put  in  if  you  like. 

1748.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  And  you  say  it;was  offered  to  the  Town  Council  ? — Yes,  at  a 
certain  figure — £120,000,  I  think. 

1749.  Were  you  a  member  of  that  syndicate  ? — No. 

1750.  And  you  had  no  interest  in  it  ? — None  whatever. 

1751.  Mr.  Gurney.']  Section  14  of  the  Act  reads  as  follows  : — “The  said  Counoils, 
and  in  the  event  of  the  said  other  Council  or  Councils  becoming  entitled  to  participate 
as  aforesaid,  such  other  Council  or  Councils  shall  keep  or  cause  to  be  kept  a  separate 
and  distinct  account  of  all  moneys  borrowed  and  all  revenue  received  under  this  Act 
and  of  all  moneys  expended  or  set  apart  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 
and  such  an  account  shall  until  all  sums  borrowed  under  this  Act  shall  have  been 
repaid  and  the  aforesaid  debt  as  incurred  extinguished,  be  annually  prepared  up  to  the 
31st  of  December  in  each  year,  and  shall  be  deposited  and  lie  in  the  Municipal  Offices 
of  the  respective  Municipalities  for  inspection  at  all  reasonable  times  by  any  ratepayer 
of  either  of  the  said  Municipalities.”  Are  you  aware  that  the  Municipalities  have 
apparently  ignored  that  clause  ? — The  accounts  have  been  supplied  to  the  Councils,  and 
they  have  been  placed  upon  the  table  for  the  inspection  of  the  public — that  is,  the 
accounts  from  the  Water  Board. 

1752.  But  they  have  no  entries  whatever  in  their  books  or  in  their  accounts? — 
But  what  would  be  the  use,  why  should  they  have  them  ?  Where  does  it  come  in  ? 
No  money  has  passed  between  the  Municipalities  and  the  Water  Board.  All  that 
was  required  we  have  done,  inasmuch  as  we  have  submitted  our  accounts  to  the 
Municipalities,  and  these  accounts  have  been  on  the  table  for  inspection.  The  Muni¬ 
cipalities  have  kept  no  accounts. 

1753.  The  asset  of  the  Water  Committee  has  been  spoken  of  as  a  valuable  asset, 
and  it  really  belongs  to  the  four  Municipalities  ? — Yes,  jointly. 

1754.  It  is  not  in  any  sense  a  commercial  concern  ? — Yes,  it  is. 

1755.  And  the  share  of  each  of  these  four  Municipalities  comes  to  one-fourth  of 
this  valuable  asset  ? — Yes. 

1756.  And  each  has  paid  its  share  of  the  purchase  price  which  was  borrowed  from 
the  Bank  ? — No  ;  I  don’t  agree  that  they  have  paid  separately  the  purchase  price.  It 
was  borrowed  in  a  lump  sum,  and  no  money  passed  through  the  Municipalities. 

1757.  But  it  did  not  pass  through  the  Board’s  hands  either,  and  yet  the  Board 
paid  it  on  behalf  of  the  Municipalities  on  receipt  of  four  guarantees? — It  passed 
through  the  books  of  the  Board. 

1758.  And  should  similarly  have  passed  through  the  Municipal  books? — You  may 
think  so ;  I  think  there  is  no  necessity  for  it. 

1759.  Is  not  this  quarter  share  of  each  Municipality  in  the  Suburban  Waterworks 
just  as  much  an  asset  as  the  Town  Hall  of  each  of  them  ? — No,  because  the  Town  Hall 
is  different ;  that  is  an  asset  of  the  Municipality  for  which  a  loan  is  raised  by  the 
Municipality  and  paid  for  by  money  which  passes  through  the  books  of  the  Munici¬ 
pality,  whereas  the  Water  Board  is  distinct  entirely,  and  does  not  touch  the  Munici¬ 
pality  books ;  it  is  so  to  say  the  formation  of  a  different  company. 

1760.  But  that  does  not  seem  to  be  according  to  this  section  of  the  Act,  where  it 

says  distinctly  “  .  .  .  the  said  Councils  shall  keep  or  cause  to  be  kept  a  separate 

and  distinct  account  of  all  moneys  borrowed  and  of  all  revenues  received  under  this 
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Aot  and  of  all  moneys  expended  or  sot  apart  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  ^  M/r- ioutc 

and  such  an  aocount  shall  until  all  sums  borrowed  .  .  .  ”  and  so  on  ? — If  it  were  ‘ 

necessary  an  entry  could  bo  made  in  their  books  :  but  there  it  would  be  a  mere  figure,  17th  April,  1902 
and  what  for  ? 

1761.  Supposing  that  this  Commission  found  itself  ultimately  in  a  position  to 
recommend  to  Parliament  the  amalgamation  of  certain  Municipalities,  the  question 
would  arise  what  assets  each  of  the  Municipalities  possessed  ;  surely  any  one  of  these 
could  be  said  to  hold  quarter  share  of  this  important  asset  ? — Well,  you  will  then  get 
the  answer  from  all  the  Municipalities,  “  This  is  the  amount  of  the  purchase  price, 
we  each  own  quarter  share.” 

1762.  Well  then  the  quarter  share  is  an  asset  just  as  much  as  the  Town  Hall  ? — 

I  don’t  say  that,  but  I  quite  see  your  point,  it  is  a  matter  of  account. 

1763.  Supposing  such  a  thing  as  an  amalgamation  of  Cape  Town  and  Wood- 
stock  took  place,  should  not  Woodstock  still  possess  the  quarter  share  even  though 
it  was  not  taking  water  ?  Would  it  not  be  entitled  to  say,  “  I  hold  a  quarter  share  in 
that  flourishing  concern  ”  ? — No,  they  would  have  to  go  altogether ;  we  have  legal 
opinion  on  the  point,  and  I  think  you  will  find  that  it  goes  the  other  way. 

1764.  Mr.  de  Villiers. ]  Counsel’s  opinion  ? — An  attorney’s  opinion. 

1765.  And  what  about  the  liability? — We  would  take  that  over.  To  take  an 
illustration,  the  position  would  be  this :  Claremont  possesses  a  Town  Hall  ;  as  a 
Municipality  we  can  sell  that  Town  Hall  and  build  another,  but  we  cannot  sell  our 
quarter  share  of  the  Waterworks;  we  cannot  dispose  of  that. 

1766.  Dr.  Gregory .]  That  only  means  that  it  is  not  negotiable  ? — Yes. 

1767.  But  it  is  an  asset  all  the  same? — Yes,  but  you  cannot  dispose  of  it;  if 
Woodstock  did  net  want  the  water  it  would  have  to  go. 

1768.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  If  the  amalgamation  took  place,  and  they  no  longer  wanted 
the  wacer,  on  what  ground  would  you  force  them  to  give  up  that  asset  at  the  price 
which  it  cost  ? — That  is  where  our  Act  wants  amendment. 

1769.  Could  they  not  hold  on  to  their  asset  even  though  they  took  no  water  from 
you  but  got  an  independent  supply  ? — That  is  a  point  upon  which  I  am  not  prepared 
to  offer  an  opinion.  Of  course  they  could  not  get  out  of  their  200,000  gallons. 

1770.  You  never  in  any  way  assisted  the  Harbour  Board  ? — No. 

1771.  But  you  have  assisted  Wynberg  ? — No,  but  we  have  assisted  Cape  Town — 

I  mean  the  old  Company  did  some  years  ago. 

1772.  Did  you  not  supply  Wynberg  by  putting  a  small  connection  above  Kenil¬ 
worth  ?— Not  during  our  duration. 

1773.  Mr.  de  Villiers.]  You  say  you  did  not  want  Woodstock  to  go  out,  because 
they  wanted  the  Oliphaut’s  Iloek  scheme  to  themselves,  and  at  the  same  time  they 
wanted  to  keep  their  share  with  you  ? — Yes. 

1774.  But  you  have  a  greater  demand  than  you  can  meet,  why  not  then  let  them 
go  out  and  simply  supply  them  with  what  they  might  want  ? — You  would  have  a 
bigger  supply  for  distribution  elsewhere,  such  as  the  railway  ? — Simply  because  of  the 
legal  opinion. 

1775.  If  they  wanted  their  own  supply  it  would  be  to  your  advantage,  or  in  any 
case,  you  would  not  lose  by  it  ? — The  case  is  too  complicated.  ‘ 

1776.  There  are  fittings  which  I  take  it  will  remain  your  property,  and  you  could 
continue  to  supply  them  through  those  fittings  ? — Yes. 

1777.  Well  then,  if  they  wanted  another  supply  of  water  why  not  let  them  have 
it  ?— If  they  wanted  it  from  the  sea  let  them  have  it. 

1778.  The  new  reservoir,  would  that  be  high  enough  to  supply  the  whole  of 
Woodstock  ? — After  due  deliberation  we  decided  upon  the  height  of  the  reservoir  ;  all 
the  levels  were  taken — and  especially  to  satisfy  Woodstock — and  it  was  found  that  we 
could  from  this  reservoir  supply  the  highest  point. 

1779.  Mr.  Stewart .]  Have  you  as  Chairman  of  the  Waterworks  Board  seen  the 
evidence  taken  before  the  arbitration  court  between  the  Suburban  Waterworks  Com¬ 
pany  and  tbe  Municipalities  ? — I  have  only  been  Chairman  during  the  last  six  months. 

1780.  You  don’t  know  if  the  existing  Water  Board  possesses  a  copy  of  it? — No, 
they  don’t. 

1781.  Have  they  copies  of  the  gaugings  taken  of  the  various  sources  of  their 
supply  for  a  number  of  years  past  ? — Well,  if  they  have  not  got  the  one  I  don't  believe 
they  have  got  the  other.  These  are  questions,  I  think,  that  could  better  be  answered 
by  the  Secretary. 

1782.  Chairman. j  Wo  don’t  contemplate  examining  the  Secretary  separately, 
unless  it  becomes  absolutely  necessary  to  do  so  on  material  points  which  he  alone  can 
supply,  and  1  shall  bo  glad  if  you  would  inform  us  from  time  to  time  of  such  points  ? 

— Well,  that  is  one  point. 
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T  t  f'  lomp  1~83.  Mr.  Stewart.']  My  reason  for  putting  this  question  was  because  you  stated 
—  ’  when  you  were  examined  the  other  day  that  certain  gaugings  of  the  Albion  Spring  and 

i,th  April,  i!'02.  other  sources  had  been  taken  ? — I  got  that  information  from  our  Engineer. 

1784.  I  want  the  gaugings  for  a  series  of  years  ;  we  know  that  the  flow  of  certain 
springs  varies,  and  therefore  such  information  would  be  of  very  much  value  ? — Last 
year  we  pumped  more  than  auy  previous  record. 

1785.  Can  we  get  those  gaugings  ? — Oh  yes  ;  if  the  Secretary  is  able  to  supply 
them  you  shall  have  them,  but  of  course  he  can  only  give  them  since  the  Board  has 
been  in  existence. 

1786.  The  question  is  the  permanency  of  the  various  sources  ? — All  we  know  is 
that  the  supply  from  the  Albion  Spring  during  last  year  has  been  much  more  than  it 
has  been  in  previous  years. 

1787.  That  is  exactly  what  I  want  to  get  at  ;  in  some  previous  years  it  has  been 
less  ?— I  don’t  know,  but  last  year  we  pumped  more. 

1788.  And  therefore  I  should  like  to  know  what  the  gaugings  of  previous  years 
were  ? — I  will  put  it  fairly  :  probably  we  pumped  more  last  year,  and  therefore 
we  did  not  perhaps  get  more  because  the  spring  was  so  much  stronger  this  year. 
Virtually  we  took  more  out  of  the  spring  this  year  but  whether  the  spring  was  stronger 
this  year  than  in  former  years  I  cannot  say. 

1789.  Chairman.]  Will  the  gaugings  really  show  what  the  real  flow  of  the  spring 
has  been  or  only  what  you  pumped  out  of  it  ? — Only  what  Ave  pumped  out  of  it. 

1790.  Mr.  Stewart-.]  Can  you  tell  me  when  the  gaugings  of  the  Poplar  and  Snake 
streams  were  taken  ?— One  was  taken  in  February  and  the  other  last  week. 

1791.  Had  there  been  any  rain  shortly  before  ? — Not  much  ;  not  in  February 
certainly. 

1792.  Could  you  give  us  the  exact  dates  when  these  gaugings  Avere  taken  ? — I 
don’t  think  I  have  the  exact  dates  but  they  can  be  supplied — sent  in  by  the  Secretary — 
if  you  like.  * 

1793.  Can  you  tell  me  when  the  gaugings  of  the  Fernwood  water  was  taken  ? — 
That  was  also  taken  about  the  same  time — there  may  be  about  a  week  or  fortnight 
difference — but  it  was  about  the  same  time.  Our  Engineer  will  know  and  the  informa.- 
tion  can  be  supplied.* 

1794.  What  do  you  make  the  total  quantity  which  you  will  get  from  these  three 
sources  ?  You  gave  the  information  the  other  day  as  about  100,000  gallons  per 
day,  not  taking  in  the  whole  of  the  Fernwood  water  ? — I  said  that  the  increase  from 
the  Snake  and  the  Poplar  streams  would  be  38,000  gallons,  and  that  if  we  could  get 
the  one  spring  from  Fernwood,  that  would  yield  another  50,000  gallons.  We  cannot 
expect  to  get  the  whole  of  this  estate’s  water. 

1795.  How  much  do  you  expect  then  altogether  F — 100,000  gallons  per  day. 

1796.  How  long  do  you  think  that  will  last  you  ? — Not  very  long,  but  the 
advantage  would  be  that  the  springs  being  at  such  a  high  level  we  would  be  able  to 
supply  that  part  of  Claremont  which  is  called  the  Paradise  Estate  and  which  we 
cannot  supply  now.  But  this  would  not  be  considered  as  a  material  augmentation  of 
our  future  supply. 

1797.  You  told  us  that  you  knoAv  the  Witte  River? — Yes. 

1798.  To  make  it  a  little  more  clear  for  the  members  of  the  Commission,  could 
you  describe  where  the  Witte  River  rises? — You  almost  want  a  map  for  that;  it  rises 
somewhere  near  the  French  Hoek  Mountains,  and  Aoavs  along  I)u  Toit’s  Kloof  to  the 
southern  side  of  Wellington  until  it  empties  itself  into  the  Breede  River  more  to  the 
east. 

1799.  Was  it  the  whole  of  the  Witte  River  that  the  syndicate  of  1892  proposed 
to  sell  to  Cape  Town  ? — Yes,  I  believe  it  was  the  whole  of  the  flow,  because  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year  the  farmers  along  the  valley  turn  out  all  the  water ;  in  fact,  I  have 
been  informed  on  good  authority  that  during  the  very  dry  seasons  all  the  water  has 
been  turned  out  by  putting  up  a  small  embankment. 

1800.  Have  they  the  right  to  do  that  ? — They  must  have  it  by  prescription  by 
noAV,  if  they  had  it  not  otherwise.  It  is  a  great  many  years  now  that  they  have 
exercised  that  right. 

1801.  Is  the  channel  there  sufficiently  large  to  take  the  whole  flow  C)f  the  river  ? — 
From  information  which  I  have  had  upon  the  subject  I  think  it  is  sufficiently  large. 

1802.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  the  quantity  of  water  cannot  be  increased 
beyond  what  the  channel  has  carried  since  1852  ? — No. 

1803.  You  gave  us  certain  gaugings,  on  what  knowledge  were  those  gaugings 
based  ? — Upon  information  Avhich  I  received  from  one  of  tire  members  of  the  syndicate. 
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1804.  Can  yon  toll  us  when  the  gauging  was  made  ? — About  ten  years  ago.  T  A  j  \ouw 

1805.  At  what  time  of  the  jmar? — That  I  cannot  say.  _ 

1806.  You  don’t  know  the  gaugings  made  in  November,  1892? — No,  I  don’t  i<th  April,  1902 
know. 

1807.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  certain  gaugings  made  for  the  Town  Council  of 
Cape  Town  ? — No. 

1808.  When  it  was  given  at  only  2£  million  gallons  in  24  hours  ? — Is  that  the 
whole  flow  ? 

1809.  Yes,  coming  over  ? — No. 

1810.  One  gauging  marie  by  the  City  Engineer  of  Cape  Town  for  the  time  being  ? 

I  don’t  know. 

1811.  You  stated  that  £120,000  was  the  amount  asked  by  the  syndicate  ? — Yes. 

1812.  What  did  that  cover  ? — It  covered  all  the  riparian  rights  below,  and  the 
purchase  of  the  farm  with  the  water  rights. 

1813.  The  riparian  rights  below  whore  ? — Eight  down  from  the  top  of 
Wagonmaker’s  Valley  where  the  water  goes  over  the  Nek  to  the  Berg  River. 

1814.  There  are  no  water  rights  on  the  Witte  River  itself  until  it  reaches  the 
Breede  River  ? — No. 

1815.  Have  they  hard  and  fast  agreements  that  all  the  riparian  rights  of  the 
farms  concerned  in  this  water  were  offered  ? — Yes,  but  I  only  know  of  it  from  hearsay. 

1816.  Then  thore  would  be  the  cost  in  bringing  the  water  of  that  scheme  over  and 
above  the  purchase  price  ? — Of  which  scheme  ? 

1817.  I  mean  the  whole  cost.  Cape  Town  would  have  to  pay  more  if  they  take 
it  over  ? — I  don’t  know. 

1818.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  distance  from  Cape  Town  ? — About  forty-five 
miles ;  that  is  going  through  the  Koeborg. 

1819.  It  would  be  a  very  costly  proceeding  ? — Probably. 

1820.  Dr  Anderson .]  Can  you  supply  the  Commission  with  the  amount  of  money 
that  you  spent  out  of  revenue  on  the  capital  account  ? — Well,  that  is  on  pipes  and  mains. 

1821.  Yes,  new  mains  since  you  have  taken  it  over? — In  1901  the  additions 
amounted  to  £2,116  4s.  6d.,  and  in  1900  to  £290  17s.  8d. 

1822.  Chairman .]  What  are  you  quoting  from  ? — The  Balance  sheet. 

1823.  Can  all  these  accounts  be  put  in  as  they  have  been  supplied  to  the 
various  Councils  ? — Oh,  yes,  they  can  be  supplied. 

1824.  Then  the  information  that  Dr.  Anderson  is  asking  for  now  ftould  appear  in 
those  returns  ? — Yes. 

18, '5.  As  Chairman  of  the  Water  Board,  would  you  3ee  that  the  Secretary  supplies 
the  Commission  with  the  evidence  taken  at  the  time  of  the  arbitration  ? — Do  you  want 
all  the  evidence,  because  it  is  very  bulky? 

1826.  All  the  evidence  taken  at  the  arbitration,  if  it  could  be  obtained  ? — It  is 
impossible. 

1827.  Well,  so  far  as  it  is  practicable  then  ? — It  is  awfully  voluminous. 

1828.  Mr.  Dyer.']  Was  it  ever  printed  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

1829.  Chairman.  ]  Tho  evidence  has  been  referred  to  and  it  ought  to  be  available  ? 

— Well,  all  I  know  is  that  our  Secretary  has  been  informed  by  Mr.  Moore  that  lie 
could  peruse  part  of  the  evidence  at  his  office,  and  it  is  very  voluminous. 

1830.  We  would  like  a  search  to  be  made,  or  at  any  rate,  an  endeavour,  to  get  it 
for  the  Commission  ? — I  think  the  best  course  would  be  for  the  Secretary  to  make 
enquiries  whether  it  has  been  typewritten  ;  I  am  under  the  impression  that  it  was,  and 
if  so  a  copy  might  be  obtained  for  the  Commission. 

1831.  It  appears  that  you  took  the  opinion  of  Counsel  on  the  question  of  the 
legality  of  one  Municipality  withdrawing  from  their  agreement  .  Could  we  be  supplied 
with  the  case  submitted  to  Counsel  and  also  with  his  opinion? — No,  we  took  an 
attorney’s  opinion  on  the  question  of  the  Municipality  going  in  for  an  independent 
water  supply. 

1832.  Can  we  get  that  ? — Yes. 

1833.  And  we  should  be  glad  if  the  Secretary  would  furnish  us  with  copies 
supplied  to  the  Councils  in  terms  of  Section  14  of  the  Act  from  time  to  time  ? — Yes. 

1834.  Then  we  should  like  the  Secretary  to  supply  us  with  the  gaugings  of  the 
springs  taken  in  February  in  addition  to  that  of  the  Albion  and  the  Kommetje 
Springs  ? — Yes. 

1835.  Indicating  the  dates  when  the  gaugings  of  the  Suake  and  l’oplar  Streams 
and  the  Fernwood  or  any  other  source  were  taken  ? — Yes. 

1836.  Am  I  take  it  that  the  Mowbray  Municipality  was  tho  first  to  initiate  in 
recent  years  the  proposal  of  getting  (lie  water  from  the  Steenbras  River  ?  No,  it  was 
a  joint  affair  between  Mowtray  and  Eondeboseh. 
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1837.  They  did  take  some  steps,  however,  to  get  a  supply  some  years  ago,  and 
recently  renewed  the  proposal  ? — Yes. 

1838.  Was  it  their  proposal  to  work  their  supply  through  the  Board  ? — That  I 
cannot  say. 

1839.  Was  any  approach  made  to  you? — Lately  both  schemes  were  submitted  to 
the  Board,  that  is  to  say  since  the  Board  has  been  constituted. 

1840.  With  a  view  to  having  the  water  supplied  to  consumers  through  your 
Committee  ? — Yes. 

1841.  So  that  they  are  working  in  harmony  with  you  and  not  independently  ? — Yes. 

1842.  And  the  same  applies  to  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  scheme? — Yes,  the  proposal 
was  that  we  should  take  over  the  whole  of  the  scheme  and  supply  the  water  through 
our  Committee. 

1843.  So  that  it  is  an  element  in  both  schemes  that  the  water  should  still  be 
supplied  through  your  Committee? — No,  Woodstock  has  withdrawn  and  they  want  to 
bring  in  their  own  scheme. 

1844.  And  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray,  have  they  made  a  similar  proposal  ? — No, 
they  are  sticking  to  their  original  proposal. 

1845.  You  are  the  Mayor  of  Claremont  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

1846.  And  the  Municipality  has  appointed  delegates  to  give  evidence  before  this 
Commission  ? — Yes. 

1847.  But  now  that  you  are  here,  we  should  like  to  have  your  ideas  on  the  points 
that  have  been  referred  to  the  Commission  generally  ? — Yes,  but  I  think  it  is  hardly 
fair.  I  am  here  in  my  capacity  as  representing  the  Water  Board,  and  it  was  not  my 
inten  tion  to  give  evidence  upon  Municipal  matters. 

1848.  Have  you  the  same  objection  to  give  your  evidence  generally  upon  the 
question  of  amalgamation  or  of  the  relation  of  these  Municipalities  to  the  Divisional 
Council  ? — No,  these  are  large  questions  upon  which  everyone  knows  my  opinion,  but  I 
don’t  care  upon  entering  into  the  internal  arrangement  of  the  Municipality. 

1849.  You  are  not  a  member  of  the  Divisional  Council? — Yes,  I  am. 

1850.  The  members  are  elected  by  wards  ? — Yes. 

1851.  What  ward  do  you  represent? — Claremont  and  Newlands. 

1852.  You  are  the  only  representative  ? — Yes. 

1853.  And  you  live  in  Newlands? — Yes. 

1854.  There  is  an  opinion  about  the  advisability  of  discontinuing  the  present  plan 
of  having  the  main  roads  passing  through  Municipalities  maintained  by  the  Divisional 
Council  ?  Is  it  your  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  to  alter  it  ? — I  have  held  all  along 
that  all  the  roads  within  the  Municipalities  should  be  taken  away  from  the  Divisional 
Council  and  given  to  the  Municipalities  to  maintain.  In  fact  the  dual  control  has  the 
result  of  making  the  interests  between  the  Municipality  and  the  Divisional  Council 
clash,  and  it  should  be  done  away  with. 

1855.  Could  you  mention  any  specific  instance  as  showing  how  that  dual  control 
affects  the  interests  as  between  the  respective  Councils  ? — There  is  the  question  of 
valuation  ;  the  Municipal  valuation  and  the  Divisional  Council  valuation  show  a  great 
discrepancy  between  them.  Then  there  is  the  question  of  the  construction  of  the  roads. 
The  Divisional  Council  comes  into  the  Municipalities,  although  I  must  say  they  keep 
their  roads  in  fair  order  ;  still  there  is  always  a  good  deal  of  grumbling,  and  the  people 
object  to  paying  double  taxes,  and  it  would  be  better  to  have  one  rate  ;  besides  I  think 
it  would  be  cheaper. 

J  856.  Then  the  principal  grievances  are  inefficiency  and  expensiveness  ? — Yes. 

1857.  On  the  question  of  valuation  you  have  not  so  much  to  complain  about  as 
other  people  ;  you  are  valued  by  the  Divisional  Council  at  £1,172,000,  and  by  the 
Town  Council  at  £1,273,000  ? — Yes,  but  where  the  grumbling  comes  in  is  that  nothing 
near  the  amount  which  is  exacted  from  us  and  spent  on  the  roads  within  the  area. 

1858.  You  mean  that  a  great  deal  more  money  is  raised  for  Divisional  Council 
purposes  within  our  area  than  is  spent  in  your  area,  and  that  the  excess  falls 
heavily  upon  the  ratepayers  ?— Yes,  we  pay  for  others. 

1859.  But  is  not  that  universally  the  case  throughout  the  whole  Colony? — I 
believe  attempts  have  been  made  in  the  past  to  get  an  Act  passed  exempting  the  Towns 
from  Divisional  Council  taxation. 

1860.  There  you  share  a  general  grievance  ? — Yes. 

1861.  And  if  you  took  over  from  the  Divisional  Council  the  maintenance  of  ihe 
Divisional  Roads  within  your  own  boundaries  and  maintain  them  at  your  own  cost, 
would  you  propose  to  give  any  contribution  towards  the  maintenance  of  extra 
Municipal  roads  ? — No. 

1862.  Would  you  make  tlioir  cost  and  up-keep  and  construction  entirely  »  charge 
upon  the  districts  through  which  the  roads  run  ?-  Yes  ;  there  has  always  been  a  great 
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deal  of  grumbling,  and  in  consequence  the  outside  people  have  been  relieved  of  toll 
duty  ;  and  therefore  they  might  pay  towards  the  up-keep  of  their  own  roads.  Besides 
we  know  that  the  average  properties  on  farms  outside  are  not  valued  as  high  as  the  nth  April,  1902 
properties  in  town. 

1863.  How  would  you  propose  that  a  fair  valuation  should  be  ascertained? — That 
will  work  out  itself.  If  you  cut  off  the  town  and  leave  the  outside  wards  to  the 
Divisional  Council  they  will  ascertain  whether  their  taxation  is  too  small  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  roads,  and  they  will  level  up  accordingly.  Again,  if  they  find  even 
when  they  have  levelled  up  that  the  rate  is  insufficient,  they  will  put  a  proper  valua¬ 
tion  upon  their  property. 

►-  1864.  From  these  returns  it  appears  that  half  of  tlio  Divisional  Council  revenue 

in  the  Peninsula  is  taken  from  Capo  Town? — Yes,  that  is  a  special  grievance,  which 
falls  on  Cape  Town  as  well. 

1865.  What  return  does  the  Divisional  Council  make  to  Cape  Town  in  respect  of 
this  large  contribution  ? — I  don’t  know. 

1866.  They  have  no  roads  to  maintain  in  Capo  Town  ? — I  don’t  know. 

1867.  Don’t  they  make  a  special  grant  to  Cape  Town  ? — I  really  cannot  tell  you. 

1868.  Is  it  not  so  that  an  amount  is  handed  over  by  the  Divisional  Council  to  the 
Municipal  Council  in  respect  of  rates  collected  ? — I  cannot  tell  you  ;  there  is  some¬ 
thing  of  the  sort,  I  think. 

1869.  In  the  case  of  Claremont,  I  find  that  last  year  the  Divisional  Council 
raised  £4,885,  and  spent  upon  the  portion  of  the  road  going  through  your  area 
£1,476.  That  shows  that  a  much  larger  amount  of  money  is  raised  in  your  area  than 
is  spent  in  it  ? — That  is  the  grievance. 

1870.  Here  is  another  instance:  There  was  spent  last  year  on  roads  outside  the 
Municipality  £13,500,  and  there  was  raised  in  the  way  of  revenue  from  the  area  outside 
the  Municipalities  only  £2,829.  This  is  only  about  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  amount 
that  is  spent  on  the  extra  Municipal  roads  ? — Yes,  that  is  «o. 

1871.  Your  proposal  with  reference  to  that  is  that  the  extra  Municipal  property 
should  be  practically  saddled  with  the  whole  of  the  extra  Municipal  expenditure  ? — Yes. 

1872.  You  are  not  in  favour  of  giving  any  contribution  at  all  ? — No. 

1873.  Would  not  the  Municipalities  derive  some  advantage  from  these  roads? — 

Well,  then  you  must  follow  up  the  whole  matter  right  through  ;  for  instance,  taking 
the  main  road  to  the  Paarl,  the  Divisional  Council  would  only  be  responsible  to  maintain 
it  up  to  its  boundary,  but  I  am  prepared  to  admit  that  these  roads  lead,  more  or  less, 
to  the  big  centres. 

1874.  A  road  like  that  to  the  Paarl  is  what  we  would  call  a  highway  ? — Yes. 

1875.  Don’t  you  think  that  the  maintenance  of  the  highways  of  the  country 
should  be  contributed  to  by  all  of  us? — Yes,  but  don’t  saddle  us  with  the  lot. 

1876.  There  may  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  we  should  contribute 
this  or  that  amount,  but  I  want  your  opinion  on  the  general  question  ? — I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  Government  should  take  over  all  the  highways,  and  that  the  charge 
should  be  against  the  general  revenue. 

1877.  Mr.  Gurn/ty.']  Would  you  let  the  extra  Municipal  properties  off  of  all  the 
costs  ? — No,  they  have  to  maintain  Divisional  roads. 

1878.  A.nd  the  road  going  through  Newlands  is  a  highway,  I  presume  ? — There 
is  a  difference,  I  think  ;  all  we  say  is  :  take  away  the  Divisional  Council'from  us,  and  we 
will  maintain  all  the  rnaiu  roads  within  our  boundaries.  The  highways  outside  those 
areas  to  be  maintained  by  the  Government,  and  the  outside  branch  roads  to  be  main¬ 
tained  by  the  Divisional  Council. 

lo79.  Chairman .]  Was  not  that  a  plan  that  existed  at  one  time  ? — It  was  before 
the  House,  but  it  was  not  carried. 

1880.  There  was  what  is  called  a  Road  Board  ? — I  don’t  know. 

1881.  It  was  found  not  to  work  very  well? — I  don’t  know  ;  it  must  have  been 
before  my  time. 

1882.  Would  not  the  tendency  be  for  highways  in  outlying  districts  to  get 
neglected  if  they  weie  to  be  looked  after  solely  by  the  Government  ? — You  mean  when 
they  are  under  Government  control  ? 

1883.  Yes. — Why  should  they  neglect  them  ?  they  don’t  neglect  the  railways. 

1884.  Ah,  but  they  get  all  the  traffic  and  the  revenue  from  the  railways  ? — That 
is  another  question. 

1885.  But,  speaking  generally,  do  you  think  it  would  be  safe  to  entrust  this  work 
to  the  Government? — Yes,  I  trust  the  Government. 

1886.  But  would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  Government  levying  any  rate  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  highways  ? — No,  it  should  come  under  general  revenue. 

1887.  There  would  have  to  be  taxation  then,  1  fake  it  ?— No,  no  special  taxation. 
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17th  April,  1902.  1889.  Dr.  Gregory.']  Tolls?— No. 

1890.  Chairman.]  And  the  Government  would  have  to  establish  a  system  of 
inspectors,  road  parties,  &c.  ? — They  have  got  inspectors  all  the  same. 

1891.  They  have  no  working  parties  on  every  road  ? — No,  but  they  have  inspectors. 

1892.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  economically  done  ? — Well,  I  don’t  know,  but 
still  I  suppose  it  is  the  best  proposal.  I  would  do  it  on  the  same  lines  as  you  work  the 
railway. 

1893.  And  would  you  ask  for  no  local  contribution  ? — I  don’t  know,  it  much 
depends  as  the  country  developes,  and  what  would  be  classified  as  highways.  I  think 

the  whole  of  the  Colony  has  got  the  necessary  highways,  and  that  the  roads  which  will  < 
be  hereafter  constructed  will  be  branch  roads  which  will  have  to  be  looked  after  by  the 
various  Divisional  Councils. 

1S94.  Then,  would  you  have  two  parties  working  in  the  same  Division — Govern¬ 
ment  with  the  highways  and  the  Divisional  Council  with  the  other  roads  ? — There  will 
be  no  clashing  ;  there  might  be  competition,  which  is  very  good. 

J  895.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Peninsula  suffer  any  disability 
by  the  number  of  Municipalities  which  now  exist  ?— Well,  I  don’t  know,  I  could  not 
tell  you  the  opinion  of  the  population  exactly,  but  I  know  my  own  opinion. 

1896.  Well,  speak  for  yourself  ? — Isay  we  have  too  many  small  Municipalities 
altogether  for  the  suburbs,  but  on  the  other  hand  I  am  not  in  favour  of  one  big  Council 
for  the  lot ;  Wynberg  stretches  the  other  way  ;  Rondebosch,  Mowbray,  Newlands  and 
Claremont  live  in  one  basin,  and  might  be  formed  into  one  Municipality,  as  their 
interests  are  identical. 

1897.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Not  Woodstock  ? — No;  I  take  it  Woodstock  would  go  to 
Cape  Town  or  remain  by  itself. 

1898.  By  having  one  Municipality  you  would  have  a  much  smaller  staff  and  do 
away  with  many  of  the  extra  hands  ? — Yes,  the  area,  after  all,  of  these  four  Municipali¬ 
ties  is  very  small ;  Claremont  has  4,000  acres,  Rondebosch  2,000  acres,  and  Mowbray 
1,400  acres. 

1899.  What  advantage  would  there  be  to  that  area  in  dissociating  itself  from 
Woodstock  and  Cape  Town? — The  interests  are  not  the  same,  although  in  the  matter 
of  drainage  we  meet  Woodstock  in  the  outfall. 

1900.  Mr.  Gurney.]  You  are  not  putting  Woodstock  out  of  that  on  account  of  the 
dispute  about  the  water? — No,  Woodstock  goes  another  way. 

1901.  Chairman .]  But  what  difference  does  that  make? — The  watershed  of 
Wynberg  goes  in  a  different  direction,  and  Woodstock  goes  in  another  direction, 
whereas,  the  other  Municipalities  are  all  in  one  basin  and  have  the  same  interest.  • 

1902.  But  what  is  the  reason  for  bounding  a  Municipality  by  the  nature  of  its 
watershed  ? — I  think  there  is  a  very  good  reason  for  it. 

1903.  You  don’t  want  to  say  that  there  is  only  one  watershed  in  Cape  Town  ? — 

It  is  only  one  basin. 

1904.  But  there  is  more  than  one  watershed  in  Cape  Town  ? — No,  only  one. 

1905.  Now,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  four-fifths  of  Wynberg  can  be  drained  by  way  of 
Claremont  ? — It  goes  the  other  way  towards  False  Bay. 

1906.  Not  all  of  it? — None  comes  our  way,  I  am  certain  of  that. 

1907.  What  reason  is  there  in  the  nature  of  things  why  an  area  simply  because  it 
has  a  different  watershed  from  a  contiguous  area  should  not,  be  associated  with  it 
in  forming  one  Municipal  area  for  administrative  purposes  ? — Because  they  are 
differently  situated.  Wynberg  has  its  own  waterworks  and  drainage,  which  goes  in 
another  direction. 

1903.  You  fall  back  on  the  drainage,  but  is  it  not  a  fact  that  Wynberg  is  going 
to  construct  sewage  irrigation  works  in  their  neighbourhood  ?— No  ;  they  are  going  to 
drain  in  the  direction  of  False  Bay. 

1909.  They  are  not  going  to  drain  into  False  Bay  ? — No,  but  into  some  lake  in 
that  direction. 

1910.  But  there  is  nothing  in  that  which  prevents  Wynberg  joining  Claremont 
for  Municipal  purposes  ? — They  don’t  pull  together. 

1911.  Now  we  are  getting  at  it,  it  is  because  they  don’t  pull  together;  can  we 
not  make  them  pull  together  ? — I  don’t  think  so,  but  you  piay  try. 

1912.  Then  you  give  up  the  drainage  objection  ? — No,  it  has  also  got  something 
to  do  with  it. 

1913.  Mr.  Gurney.]  You  speak  of  the  different  interests  being  the  difficulty  in 
effecting  a  union,  and  yet  Sea  Point  and  Cape  Town  have  joined  ? — Yes,  but  Sea  Point 
cannot  save  itself. 
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1914.  Chairman.']  Is  it  not  so  that  this  difference  of  interests  is  only  an  imaginary 
one  ? — No,  if  you  were  to  poll  the  public,  you  will  find  that  it  is  not  imaginary  but 
real. 

1915.  I  am  trying  to  get  at  the  reason  for  the  belief  ?  Perhaps  it  is  all  sentiment  ? 
— To  a  certain  extent. 

1916.  I  am  trying  to  find  out  why,  if  these  Municipalities  join,  they  could  not 
work  harmoniously ;  is  it  not  a  fact  that  many  men  liv'ing  in  Wynberg  have  businesses 
in  Cape  Town  ? — Yes. 

1917.  Then  there  is  identity  of  interest  ? — The  residents  who  live  in  Wynberg  and 
have  their  businesses  there  far  outnumber  the  others. 

1918.  But  where  is  the  diversity  of  interest  ? — They  hold  different  views  from  the 
man  who  has  his  business  in  Cape  Town,  because  they  like  to  localise  their  interests. 

1919.  Then  you  fall  back  on  the  one  point :  that  Wynberg  opposes  unification 
because  of  its  local  interest  in  its  own  area  ? — Yes. 

1920  Now,  is  it  not  very  much  a  matter  of  sentiment  ? — I  daresay  that  has  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  it. 

1921.  And  howr  are  we  to  get  over  that  sentiment? — I  don’t  know.  Napoleon 
once  said  “  Give  me  a  grain  of  sentiment  and  I  will  conquer  the  world.” 

1922.  There  is  no  insuperable  difficulty  ? — There  is  no  insuperable  difficulty,  but 
we  cannot  drain  Wynberg. 

1923.  Could  you  not  point  out  to  us  a  way  by  which  a  union  of  these  Munici¬ 
palities  could  be  effected  ? — No,  Wynberg  will  not  join. 

1924.  Don’t  you  think  the  Engineer  will  get  over  the  drainage  difficulty  ? — He 
may  ;  the  Engineer  will  tell  you  that  the  different  Municipalities  have  different  courses 
cf  drainage. 

1925.  But  h  ;w  does  that  stand  in  the  way  of  the  union  ? — I  don’t  know. 

1926.  On  the  other  hand  that  does  not  seem  to  help  you,  your  drainage  must  go 
to  Woodstock,  yet  you  object  to  join  with  Woodstock  ? — Our  basin  is  sloping  towards 
Woodstock,  and  therefore  we  join  them  for  drainage,  but  if  necessary  we  could  do 
without  them  and  they  could  do  without  us. 

1927.  Suppose  you  find  it  impossible  to  carry  out  that  one  big  scheme  ? — Then 
we  will  buy  a  farm  and  drain  on  to  the  Flats. 

1928.  Well  then,  does  notit  come  to  this  that  drainage  is  out  of  it? — Yes. 

1929.  Then  you  could  join  with  Wynberg? — No,  they  won’t. 

1930.  Then  it  must  be  sentiment? — Yes. 

1931.  Then  the  result  of  your  evidence  on  the  subject  is  that  Claremont, 
Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  could  be  brought  together  ? — Yes,  and  be  a  happy  family. 

1932.  How  are  we  to  set  about  this  ? — The  best  way  you  can. 

1933.  If  you  get  these  together,  what  would  you  do  with  their  debts  ? — I  think 
we  shall  be  about  level  as  regards  debts  in  a  year  or  so,  hut  I  have  not  gone  into  that. 
At  present  Claremont  figures  the  lowest,  hut  it  is  difficult  for  me  now  to  give  the 
information.  I  believe  our  debt  stands  at  about  £31,000,  and  I  think  the  other 
Municipalities  of  Mowbray  and  Rondebosch  are  higher. 

1934.  I  see  Rondebosch  is  given  in  the  last  return  at  £26,000  ? — It  is  much 
higher  than  that. 

1935.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Putting  sentiment  on  one  side,  there  is  no  practical  reason 
why  the  whole  of  the  Municipalities  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  should  not  he  unified  ? — 
You  mean  right  on  from  Woodstock  to  Cape  Point  ? 

1936.  Take  it  up  to  Ivalk  Bay  ;  there  is  no  practical  difficulty  ? — No. 

1937.  Then  really  it  is  only  sentiment  that  stands  in  the  way  ? — Yes,  but  I  don’t 
know  whether  it  will  work,  as  it  would  be  such  a  scattered  area. 

1938.  Mr  Gurney.]  It  would  tend  to  economy  ? — No,  it  is  too  scattered 

1939.  Actually,  the  area  is  not  larger  than  many  of  the  great  Municipalities  in 
England  ? — I  don’t  know. 

1940  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  meeting  of  Councils  in  an  office  is  not  affected  by 
the  largeness  of  the  area  they  represent  ? — The  area  from  here  to  Kalk  Bay  ? 

1941.  Yes. — If  you  can  get  over  sentiment,  1  have  no  objection  to  amalgamating 
the  whole  of  the  suburbs  under  one  Board  like  the  London  County  Board,  because 
then  you  get  into  a  bigger  thing. 

1942.  Dr  Gregory.  ]  Matters  such  as  drainage,  water  supply  and  lighting  must  he 
done  better  under  one  combined  authority  than  to  have  it  carried  out  separately  ? — 
Then  it  becomes  a  very  big  thing,  and  the  question  always  arises  whether  we  have  the 
men  in  the  Colony  to  attend  to  these  things.  I  don’t  think  we  have.  If  you  go  in 
for  a  big  scheme,  such  as  swallowing  up  all  the  Municipalities  in  the  Suburbs  from 
Woodstock  right  down  to  Kalk  Bay,  you  want  men  with  sufficient  time  and  leisure, 
and  from  my  experience  in  all  public  matteis  of  this  kind,  the  difficulty  to  got  such 
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men  has  always  beeu  a  great  drawback.  Then,  if  you  cannot  get  such  men  to  devote 
their  time  to  suoh  matters  for  love,  you  will  have  to  pay  them. 

1943.  Would  not  a  large  scheme  like  that  attract  men  of  good  calibre  who  don’t 
come  forward  now  ? — I  do  not  think  so ;  you  will  find  that  the  Municipalities  comprise 
the  best  men  now — exoept  myself — that  can  be  obtained.  Since  I  have  been  here  for 
the  last  ten  years  there  bas  always  been  a  keen  contest  at  Municipal  elections,  exoept  a 
place  like  Rondebosoh,  where  the  interest  is  not  so  keen. 

1944.  But  Claremont  always  had  many  good  men  like  yourself  coming  forward  ? 
— We  always  look  to  the  future. 

1945.  Mr.  Gurney.']  Your  contention  is  that  such  a  scheme  might  hold,  but  that 
it  would  be  difficult  to  find  men  to  devote  their  time  to  it? — -If  you  oan  get  over  that, 
I  am  your  man. 

1946.  Mr.  de  Villiers.]  You  told  us  that  you  considered  that  the  main  roads 
outside  the  Municipalities  should  be  done  by  the  Government  ? — All  the  highways. 

1947.  Have  you  any  objection  to  the  Divisional  Councils  doing  the  roads  and 

charging  the  Government  ? — That  is  a  matter  of  arrangement.  , 

1948.  Then  you  would  not  have  those  inspectors  ? — The  inspectors  are  there  all 
the  same. 

1949.  Would  it  not  be  more  convenient  for  the  Divisional  Council  to  maintain  the 
roads  and  then  charge  the  Government  ? — That  is  a  matter  between  the  Government 
and  the  Divisional  Council. 

1950.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  in  the  Municipalities  houses  are  built 
higher  up  the  slopes  of  the  mountain  than  formerly  ? — Yes,  especially  as  regards 
Woodstock.  But  they  have  also  to  a  large  extent  to  go  towards  the  flats.  Mowbray 
and  Rondebosch  cannot  creep  up  any  higher,  Mr.  Rhodes’s  property  stopping  them,  and 
Newlands  is  stopped  by  the  Waterworks,  so  they  must  go  down  to  the  Flats. 

1951.  And  as  regards  Cape  Town  and  Wynberg  ? — At  Wynberg  there  is  nothing 
to  stop  them. 

1952.  Then  it  would  be  some  economy  if,  in  the  case  of  a  large  scheme  from 
outside  being  adopted,  a  supply  to  the  higher  areas  should  be  taken  from  the  higher 
source  on  Table  Mountain  ? — Not  necessarily  from  Table  Mountain. 

1953.  Supposing  you  cut  off  your  lower  levels,  it  would  be  more  economical  to 
supply  the  higher  ones  from  Cape  Town,  if  the  water  could  be  spared,  than  to  bring  the 
water  over  the  Flats  at  high  pressure  in  order  to  distribute  it  up  the  slopes  of  Table 
Mountain  ? — You  will  not  have  enough  water,  I  am  afraid. 

1954.  But  assuming  you  have  and  you  cut  off  your  lower  levels  of  the  existing 
Municipalities  and  use  Table  Mountain  water  in  the  higher  levels,  would  it  not  result  in 
a  saving  ? — I  don’t  think  so.  Do  you  mean  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  River  scheme  ? 

1955.  I  am  not  referring  to  any  particular  scheme,  but  supposing  water  is  brought 
from  any  outside  source,  it  will  be  cheaper  to  supply  the  higher  levels  with  water  from 
Table  Mountain  than  to  bring  the  water  across  the  Flats  at  high  pressure  ? — I  don’t 
know  ;  our  information  is  that  the  water  would  be  brought  by  gravitation  to  the 
highest  level. 

1956.  But  is  it  not  the  case  that  the  higher  the  pressure  the  greater  the  cost  ? — 
— Yes. 

1957.  Then  it  would  he  better,  assuming  that  there  is  enough  water  on  Table 
Mountain,  that  even  the  area  from  Cape  Town  to  Wynberg  should  be  a  joint  supply  ? 
— No,  I  don’t  know,  because  the  District  Waterworks  will  be  able  to  bring  the  water 
up  to  a  level  higher  than  you  will  ever  build.  I  am  not  referring  to  the  pressure, 
which  is  an  engineering  point. 

1958.  Does  it  not  stand  to  reason  that,  if  you  have  to  provide  a  pressure  of  500 
feet  across  the  Flats,  it  would  be  much  more  expensive  than  to  serve  the  higher 
levels  from  Table  Mountain  ? — Yes,  but  will  you  have  the  water  ? 

[Note. — The  following  return,  supplementing  the  above  evidence,  was  supplied  on 
the  next  day  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Bouse,  Secretary  to  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  : 

{a)  The  gauging  of  Snake  and  Poplar  streams,  at  38,000  gallons  per  diem,  was 
taken  on  1st  April,  1902,  before  fall  of  late  rains. 

( b )  The  gauging  of  Fernwood  Estate  (all  sources)  at  157,000  gallons  per  diem, 
was  taken  on  the  14th  February,  1902,  the  height  of  the  dry  season.] 
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FRIDAY,  18th  APRIL,  1902. 


Present : 


Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman). 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 
Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
Mr.  Lawrence. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Dyer. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers. 


Mr.  Edward  Henry  Heath  examined. 

1959.  Chairman.']  What  is  your  name,  Mr.  Heath? — Edward  Henry  Heath.  Mr- 

1960.  And  you  are  at  present  resident  in  Cape  Town  ? — Sea  Point.  E'  H‘  I,eath- 

1961.  What  are  you  by  profession  ? — I  was  lately  the  Secretary  of  the  Suburban  18th  April,  1902. 
Waterworks  Company. 

1962.  And  at  present  ? —  I  am  working  with  Mr.  Syfret. 

1963.  Were  you  a  long  time  in  the  service  of  the  defunct  Company  ? — 13  years. 

1964.  From  the  very  commencement  ? — Yes,  I  was  the  first  officer  of  the 
Company. 

1965.  And  the  capital  of  the  Company  was  mainly  held  in  England  ? — Yes,  there 
were  very  few  shareholders  here. 

1966.  And  they  took  over  certain  concessions  for  water  supply  which  were  already 
in  operation  ? — Yes,  all  the  water  rights  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Ohlsson’s 
servitudes — a  certain  quantity  out  of  the  Albion  Spring  and  the  Kommetje  Spring. 

1967.  Can  you  tell  us  the  amount  of  water  they  hold  from  the  sources  that  were 
handed  over  to  them  ? — Yes,  I  have  some  information  here,  but  the  Waterworks 
Company  took  a  record  too.  The  original  flow  of  the  Albion  Spring  has  greatly 
increased. 

1968.  But  have  you  any  statistics  on  the  subject  ? — Yes,  they  were  prepared  for 
the  Arbitration  proceedings,  showing  the  maximum  and  minimum  gaugings. 

1969.  Where  did  you  get  those  ? — They  were  compiled  by  myself  and  the 
engineers  in  connection  with  the  arbitration  proceedings. 

1970.  Have  they  been  in  your  possession  ever  since  ? — Yes;  these  are  my  private 
property. 

1971.  And  what  are  they  copies  of,  do  you  say  ? — Of  the  record  of  the  gaugings. 

1972.  Taken  by  whom  ? — By  successive  engineers  of  the  Company,  and  there  has 
been  a  book  kept  in  the  office  containing,  for  the  period  from  1893  to  1900,  a  record 
of  the  maximum  and  minimum  gaugings. 

1972.  Would  you  put  in  the  table  ? — Yes.  [Table  putin.] 

1973.  This  purports  to  be  an  extract  from  the  record  of  the  gaugings  taken  for 
the  period  1883  to  1900  ? — Yes. 

1974.  By  the  engineers  of  the  Waterworks  Company  ? — Yes,  a  record  was  kept  in 
the  office  ;  there  is  a  gauge-book. 

1975.  Is  not  that  available  for  the  Commission  ? — I  should  think  so,  but  1  am 
bound  to  say  that  it  is  not  absolutely  correct.  There  is  a  slight  difference ;  the 
gauge  is  not  properly  constructed  at  the  Albion  Spring. 

1976.  Have  you  any  record  of  the  number  of  houses  that  were  supplied  by  the 
Waterworks  Company  ? — Yes. 

1977.  Can  you  put  that  in,  in  the  shape  of  a  return  ? — I  have  only  the  one  copy 
but  I  could  get  copies  for  you.  I  have  it  as  far  back  as  July,  1893. 

1978.  That  was  about  two  years  after  the  Company  started? — The  Company 
started  in  1888. 

1979.  The  earliest  record  of  the  number  of  houses  supplied  is  from  1893  ? — Yes  ; 
it  goes  back  as  far  as  the  1st  July,  1893.  I  have  the  total  number  of  houses  and  the 
number  whioh  the  Waterworks  supplied. 

1980.  Will  you  read  those  to  us,  please? — Yes;  the  supply  in  1893  was  as 
follows: — Claremont:  number  of  houses  1,125,  of  which  we  supplied  556,  leaving  569 
still  to  be  supplied ;  Rondebosch  :  number  of  houses  583,  of  which  we  supplied  324, 
leaving  259  still  to  be  supplied;  Mowbray:  number  of  houses  611,  of  which  we 
supplied  355,  leaving  256  still  to  be  supplied ;  Maitland  :  the  number  for  this  place  is 

M  2 


84 


Mr. 

E.  H.  Heath. 
Hth  A.pril,  1902 


more  or  less  an  estimate  which  I  made,  the  number  of  houses  being  calculated  at  407, 
of  which  we  supplied  309,  leaviug  98  still  to  be  supplied. 

1981.  And  Woodstock? — Woodstook  we  supplied  in  bulk,  but  I  estimated  the 
number  of  houses  at  1,200 ;  that  only  applies  to  Woodstock  No.  I.,  beoause  Woodstock 
No.  II.  had  not  been  built  then  practically.  Woodstock  was  entitled  to  50,000  gallons 
por  day,  in  terms  of  a  special  arrangement  entered  into  between  the  Municipality  and 
the  Waterworks  Company. 

1982.  When  was  that  arrangement  entered  into  ? — In  1888. 

1983.  And  the  Town  Council  of  Woodstook  was  in  existence  then? — Yes. 

1934.  And  they  paid  you  how  much? — A  minimum  of  £1,000  per  annum,  for 

which  they  were  entitled  to  50,000  gallons  of  water  per  day,  and  the  arrangement  was 
that,  whether  they  took  the  water  or  not,  they  had  to  pay  the  £1,000. 

1985.  And  the  Company  collected  water  from  the  mountain  side  ?  Is  that 
the  source  of  the  Spring? — No;  they  got  the  water  from  the  springs  on  the  mountain 
side  and  from  the  Albion  and  Kommetje  Springs,  which  are  much  lower  down. 

1986.  But  not  from  the  surface  mountain  side? — Well,  the  mountain  spring  is 
the  surface  stream. 

1987.  And  where  did  they  lead  it  into  ? — Into  the  service  reservoir  holding 
750,000  gallons. 

1988.  What  charge  did  the  Company  make  to  the  private  consumer  ? — £2  10s. 
per  100  gallons  per  day,  which  works  out  at  Is.  4|d.  per  thousand. 

1989.  Did  they  supply  the  Railway  Department  ?— Not  in  1888,  but  I  think  we 
started  to  supply  the  Railway  Department  in  1891. 

1990.  Have  you  any  record  of  the  quantity  which  you  supplied  to  them  ?— Yes,  a 
record  was  kept. 

1991.  Have  you  got  it? — I  have  not  got  the  record  here,  but  I  can  give  it 
to  you  from  my  own  personal  knowledge ;  the  supply  has  been  as  high  as  180,000 
gallons  a  day.  They  guaranteed  to  take  20,000  gallons  a  day,  and  the  maximum 
which  they  were  allowed  to  take  was  120,000  gallons.  When  they  exceeded  that  the 
Waterworks  Company  could  have  withdrawn  the  excess. 

1992.  Was  there  any  complaint  made  by  the  various  Municipalities  to  the 
Company  during  your  time- as  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  supply  of  the  water? — Well, 
there  was  always  an  amount  of  feeling  between  the  Municipalities  and  the  old 
Company,  because  the  Company  expected  to  be  taken  over,  and  were  therefore  averse  to 
extending  their  system  under  those  circumstances,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  were 
complaints. 

1993.  This  initiative  towards  the  abolition  of  the  Company  was  taken  by  the 
Municipalities  ? — Yes. 

1994.  Did  the  Company  make  a  good  thing  out  of  it  ? — Yes. 

i9  5.  What  dividend  did  they  give  during  your  time  ?— The  last  dividend  was  12 
per  cent. 

1996.  12  per  cent.  ? — Yes,  that  was  all  they  were  allowed  to  pay  under  the 
English  Act. 

1997.  For  how  many  years  did  they  pay  that  ? — Only  in  the  last  year  of  their 

existence. 

1998.  Do  you  remember  what  the  dividends  were  for  the  other  years  ? — They  paid 
nothing  the  first  ye.ir ;  the  second  year  they  paid  one  per  cent.,  aua  then  they  went  up 
to  ihree,  f  >ur  and  a  half,  six,  eight,  ten,  and  at  last  twelve  ;  that  was  besides  placing 
something  to  the  reserve  fund. 

1999.  Now,  about  the  capital  of  the  Company  ? — It  was  a  nominal  capital  of 
£100, 000,  of  which  £80,000  was  called  up  and  subscribed,  and  £20,000  held  in 
reserve.  The  debentures  were  £5f,000  first,  and  then  later  on  another  £10,000  second. 

2000.  So  that  £140,000  was  the  capital  liability  ? — Yes. 

2001.  Was  the  dividend  on  the  debentures  the  same  as  on  the  Stocks  ?— No,  there 
was  a  guarantee  of  six  per  cent,  on  first  and  7  per  cent,  on  second. 

20G2.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  arbitration  between  the  Company  and  the 
Municipalities  ?—  Oh,  yes. 

2003.  On  what  basis  was  the  award  finally  fixed? — We  claimed  under  the 
English  system  on  so  many  years’  purchase — of  course  Arbitrators  never  give  any 
reason  why  they  come  to  a  certain  decision — but  we  claimed  on  the  basis  of  last  year's 
profits  on  25  years’  purchase.  We  calculated  the  exact  profit  and  multiplied  that  by 
the  number  of  years’  purchase. 

2004.  What  was  finally  decidod  ? — They  awarded  £227,000,  £218,000  for  th® 
property  and  then  the  value  of  the  stock,  which  had  to  be  taken  over  at  book  value  ; 
and  also  the  outstanding  debts. 

2005.  And  you  say  the  capital  in  stock  and  debentures  was  £140,000  ? — Ye*. 
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2006.  Ou  what  basis  did  they  then  bring  that  up  to  £217,000  ? — Well,  the  Mr- 

Company  did  not  eiaim  on  the  capital  value,  but  on  the  value  as  a  going  concern.  ' 

2007.  Aud  the  Arbitrators  awarded  that? — They  awarded  £'227,000,  but  the  I8t  April,  1902 
Company  asked  £407,000.  The  Company  claimed  on  the  prospective  value,  because 

the  Company  could  have  gone  on  increasing  their  supply  which  would  have  brought 
more  revenue,  but  the  Arbitrators  threw  that  out. 

2008.  Do  you  remember  what  the  value  of  the  plant  was  at  that  time  ? — The 
capitalised  value  of  the  whole  plant  ? 

2009.  Without  taking  into  consideration  the  value  of  the  springs  or  the 
prospective  income  of  the  Company.  Was  the  plant  valued  separately  ? — Yes,  we  did 
value  it.  It  is  shown  in  a  return,  which  I  have  heie,  setting  forth  the  basis  upon  which 
the  Company  claimed,  and  I  will  put  that  in.  [Return  put  in.]  I  may  mention 
further  that  the  plant  was  shown  in  the  Company’s  stock  book. 

2010.  Can  you  give  us  the  extent  of  the  laud  which  belonged  to  the  Company  ? — 

Yes,  it  was  500  acres. 

2011.  Where  does  that  lie  mostly? — On  the  Eastern  slopes  of  Table  Mountaiu. 

2012.  To  whom  does  it  belong  now  ? — To  the  four  Municipalities :  Claremont, 

Rondebosch,  Mowbray,  and  Woodstock. 

2013.  What  was  that  valued  at  by  the  Company  ? — It  was  valued  at  about 
£25,000. 

2014.  I  see  in  the  return  it  figures  at  £26,000  ? — Yes,  I  know  it  was  £25,000  or 
thereabouts. 

2015.  Is  that  land  at  present  very  much  in  the  same  condition  in  which  it  was 
when  it  was  taken  over  from  your  Company  ? — Well,  a  certain  amount  of  timber  has 
gone  off  it  now,  but  still  I  think  the  lower  portion  of  it  could  be  sold  at  a  profit. 

2016.  Did  that  Company  take  any  interest  in  augmenting  the  supply  of  their 
water  for  disposal  ? — Yes,  first  of  all  they  increased  the  flow  of  the  Albion  Spring  to 
about  three  times  what  it  was ;  before  that  it  only  yielded  500,000  gallons. 

2017.  Did  they  do  anything  in  the  way  of  attempting  to  procure  a  supply  outside 
their  own  area  ? — ’No,  not  outside  their  own  area  ;  but  they  contemplated  making  a 
large  storage  reservoir  on  the  slopes  of  Table  Mountaiu  at  about  the  same  spot  where 
the  present  service  reservoir  is  being  built. 

2018.  The  Steenbras  River  aud  Oliphant’s  Hoek  had  not  been  discovered  in  those 
days  ? — -They  were  not  brought  forward  in  those  days,  and,  besides,  the  Company 
oould  not  have  gone  in  for  either  of  those,  because  its  life  was  too  limited  for  suoh  a 
big  scheme. 

2019.  Aud  were  the  Company  willing  to  hand  the  oonceru  over  ? — No,  they  would 
have  liked  to  have  kept  it. 

2020.  But  the  Municipalities  took  advantage  of  the  clause  iu  the  Aot  which  gave 
them  the  power  to  step  in  ? — Yes,  it  was  according  to  the  agreement. 

2021.  Dr  Gregory^]  You  say  one  of  the  mountaiu  springs  is  not  really  a  spring 
but  merely  a  surface  stream? — Well,  yes,  it  fluctuates ;  I  have  seen  it  as  low  as  10,000 
gallons  a,  day,  and  it  runs  up  to  two  million  gallons.  That  is  not  th6  Kommetje 
spring  I  am  speaking  of. 

2022.  The  Kommetje  spring,  is  that  a  good  spring  ? — It  fluctuates  also. 

2023.  Where  is  your  gathering  ground  for  the  mountain  spring  ? — On  the 
eastern  slopes. 

2024.  is  that  the  500  acres  you  spoke  of  ? — Not  the  whole  of  the  500  acres  would 
be  gathering  ground  for  that  spiiug,  but  then  there  are  springs  higher  up  the  mountain 
which  did  not  belong  to  the  Waterworks  Company,  but  which  came  in  over  the 
Company’s  ground 

2025.  Are  those  very  strong  ? — Yes. 

2026.  Who  does  that  laud  belong  to  ? — The  Cape  Town  Municipality  comes  down  a 
certain  way,  otherwise  it  is  Crown  land  ;  the  Company  could  go  right  up  to  the 
krantzes. 

2026  (a).  There  is  no  ground  up  there,  where  the  water  supply  of  that  spring  is 
derived  from,  available  for  building  purposes? — No.  I  may  add  that  there  is  about  oue 
mile  of  12  inoh  pipe  to  the  reservoir  from  the  Mountain  Spring. 

2027.  What  did  your  reserve  fund  amount  to? — We  wrote  off  £2,000  as 
depreciation  of  plant. 

2028.  What  became  of  that  wheu  you  sold  the  waterworks  ? — We  did  not  take 
that  into  account  at  all,  but  went  on  the  English  system  of  so  many  years’  purchase  and 
on  prospective  value 

2029.  Mr.  Stewart. ]  Do  you  know  whether  this  book  containing  the  gaugings 
was  in  existence  wheu  you  left  the  Waterworks  Board? — Yes  ;  we  had  to  add  six  per 
cent,  to  the  figures  recorded  there. 
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Mr-  ‘2030.  And  can  you  tell  us  whether  that  book  contained  gaugings  of  the  various 

E'  springs  since  the  Waterworks  Company  started? — The  record  was  kept  since  1893. 

isth  April.  1902.  2031.  Did  you  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Arbitration  ? — Yes. 

2032.  Are  you  aware  that  the  different  Municipalities  who  gave  evidence  then 
made  complaiuts  against  the  Company  for  insufficiency  of  supply? — Yes,  they  made  a 
great  point  of  it. 

2033.  Do  you  kuow  whether  any  complaints  have  been  made  sinoe? — Oh,  yes, 
the  Water  Board  cannot  supply  the  upper  portion  of  Claremont  at  all  in  the  summer 
time. 

2031.  Do  yon  remember  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  the 
Albion  Spring  ? — Yes. 

2035.  What  was  the  net  result  of  that  judgment  ? — The  riparian  owners  had  to 
have  their  500,000  gallons,  pro  rata ,  for  24  hours,  and  the  Waterworks  Company  were 
entitled  to  whatever  quantity  thev  could  get  out  of  the  spring  in  excess  of  that,  but  as 
a  matter  of  fact  they  really  take  the  whole  of  the  spring,  and  generally  the  riparian 
owners  do  not  get  their  quantity. 

2036.  In  the  dry  time  what  was  the  quantity  of  water  you  could  take  away,  assum¬ 
ing  that  the  half  million  gallons  flowed  into  the  river  ? — 650,000  gallons  about,  but  then 
you  see  we  had  to  take  the  water  between  six  in  the  morning  and  eight  at  night.  In 
the  night  there  was  practically  very  little  consumption,  which  was  mostly  during  the 
day,  so  that  you  must  not  divide  that  supply  by  24  hours. 

2037.  Do  I  understand  that  while  the  Company  were  in  operation  they  deprived 
the  riparian  owners  ? — No,  not  the  Company,  the  Water  Board. 

2038.  Was  this  500,000  gallons  abstracted  for  twenty-four  hours  ? — Yes,  they 
were  obliged  to  do  it. 

2039.  Has  that  been  done  since  the  Water  Board  came  into  existence? — Oh,  yes, 
it  has  to  be  done. 

2040.  So  that  practically  the  Water  Board  are  supplying  consumers  by  obtaining 
water  which  they  are  not  entitled  to  ? — Certainly. 

2041.  How  long  before  the  late  Company  were  taken  over  was  the  estimate  made 
which  showed  that  the  water  supply  would  not  be  sufficient  for  the  demands  ? — ’About 
1896  or  1897.  Five  years  ago  the  Company  were  beginning  to  feel  that  the  existing 
sources  were  insufficient  for  the  population. 

2042.  To  be  quite  clear  as  to  your  sources,  can  you  tell  the  Commission  what  the 
Waterworks  Company  did  with  the  water  which  they  took  from  the  Albion  Spring? — 
Well,  they  first  of  all  pumped  it  into  the  mains,  and  if  the  consumption  did  not  exceed 
the  quantity  pumped,  the  overflow  went  into  the  service  reservoir,  so  that  if  you  started, 
say  on  Monday  morning,  with  a  dry  main  and  empty  reservoir,  perhaps  on  Tuesday 
you  might  have  two  feet  of  water  in  the  reservoir.  As  a  matter  of  fact  we  lost  during 
the  last  two  or  three  years. 

2043  Where  is  the  Kommetje  Spring  ? — About  one  hundred  yards  on  the  north 
side  of  Newlands  Avenue,  opposite  Mr.  Ohlsson’s  brewery. 

2044.  How  far  from  the  Albion  Spring  ? — About  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

2045.  At  a  higher  elevation  ? — Yes. 

2046.  How  much  water  could  you  get  from  the  Kommetje  Spring  during  the  driest 
seasons  ? — It  fluctuates  very  much.  The  gaugings  have  been  as  low  as  60,000  gallons, 
and  as  high  as  500,000  gallons  per  day,  the  latter  of  course  during  the  wet  weather. 

2047.  Can  the  Company  take  all  that  water? — Not  under  existing  circumstances, 
unless  they  pump  it  in. 

2048.  You  mean  it  does  not  run  by  gravitation  ? — No,  they  could  only  get  it  by 
pumping. 

2049.  But  are  the  Company  entitled  to  take  away  all  that  water  ? — No,  Mr. 
Ohlsson  has  a  servitude  on  it  for  the  brewery  and  ice  factory. 

2050.  Where  would  you  take  that  water  if  it  were  pumped? — Practically  into  the 
main. 

205 1 .  And  if  there  was  a  surplus  of  the  consumption,  it  would  go  into  the 
reservoir  ? — Yes. 

2052.  And  your  next  source  is  on  the  mountain  ? — Yes. 

2053.  That  is  entirely  from  the  surface  ? — Yes. 

2054.  Do  you  know  where  the  water  takes  its  rise  ? — Yes,  I  have  been  up  there 
myself ;  at  any  rate,  where  I  considered  to  be  the  source  ;  but  it  travels  in  several 
directions  right  up  at  the  krantzes.  You  could  see  it  from  the  Main  Road,  but  it  is 
almost  inaccessible. 

2055.  Some  of  the  water  comes  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Maclear  Beacon  ? — 

Yes. 

2056.  And  that  is  Government  land  ? — Yes. 
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2057.  Have  you  got  a  record  of  the  quantity  of  water  consumed  per  day  per  head 
of  the  population  supplied  by  you?— Well,  I  have  got  the  exact  quantity  that  we 
supplied,  and  we  can  divide  it  by  the  population ;  and  I  have  put  down  the  require¬ 
ments  at  thirty  gallons  per  head  p<n‘  day. 

2058.  Did  you  supply  much  water  to  the  Municipalities  for  watering  roads  ?  — 
Yes,  they  have  had  a  large  quantity,  I  can  give  you  the  figures  :  In  Claremont,  in 
1899,  they  used  roughly  27,500  gallons  a  day  on  the  average. 

2059.  Mr.  Gurney.]  That  was  in  the  summer  time  ? — Yes. 

2060.  Mr.  Stewart.]  And  the  other? — Yes,  Rondebosch,  including  wash-houses, 
23,600  gallons;  Mowbray,  including  wash-houses,  9,000  gallous;  Woodstock  is 
watered  by  the  Divisional  Council. 

2061.  What  provision  is  made  for  fire  extinguishing  purposes? — There  are 
hydrants  about  every  two  hundred  yards. 

2062.  In  all  the  streets  ? — Mostly  in  the  main  roads,  but  I  won’t  say  in  every 
street ;  some  of  the  hydrants  have  become  old  fashioned. 

2063.  In  your  opinion,  is  the  provision  for  extinguishing  fires  sufficient  ? — No. 

2064.  Do  you  know  whether  it  has  been  improved  by  the  Water  Board  ? — The 
Company  had  commenced  to  lay  down  a  few  hydrants,  but  the  Municipalities  are  to 
be  blamed  themselves  in  the  matter ;  there  is  not  enough  pressure. 

2065.  Then  we  may  take  it  from  you  that  the  provision  for  fire  extinction 
purposes  is  quite  insufficient  ? — Yes. 

2066.  Mr.  Dyer.]  Has  the  Company  ever  tried  boring  for  water  ? — No. 

2067.  Was  it  ever  suggested?—  It  was  suggested,  but  the  Company  did  not  see 
its  way  clear  to  go  in  for  it,  as  the  shareholders  would  not  increase  the  capital.  Five 
shafts  were  sunk  on  the  mountain  side  above  the  Kommetje  Spring,  but  they  were  not 
successful. 

2068.  Is  it  not  within  your  knowledge  that  any  private  parties  have  been  boring  ? 
— Yes,  I  know  that  young  Mr.  Edwards  has  tried  for  Mr.  Jeppe,  but  he  did  not 
sucoeed.  Mr.  Ohlsson  has  bored  with  great  success  just  below  the  Kommetje  Spring, 
and  he  has  got  a  very  fine  flow  of  about  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  gallons  a  day. 

2069.  Do  you  know  the  size  of  the  bore? — Four-inch,  I  think. 

2070.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  of  these  outside  sources  of 
supply,  such  as  the  Steenbras  River  ? — I  have  been  there  myself. 

2071.  Would  you  give  us  the  benefit  of  your  opinion  on  it  ? — I  think  the  Steenbras 
River  is  a  very  good  source  of  supply,  but  unless  they  come  to  an  arrangement  with 
Mr.  Struben,  they  will  have  a  very  expensive  wall  to  build. 

2072.  And  the  Oliphant’s  Iloek,  have  you  been  there? — Yes;  I  think  that  will 
rather  be  a  costly  wall. 

2073.  Why  ? — It  will  be  very  much  longer  ;  the  dam  will  cost  much  more. 

2074.  Have  you  inspected  any  other  sources  of  supply  ? — Yes,  I  have  been  up  to 
the  Witte  River  at  Bain’s  Kloof ;  it  was  in  October,  and  the  flow  was  very  strong. 

2075.  That  would  be  after  the  rain  ? — I  went  up  there  shortly  after  that  accident. 

2076.  Have  you  been  to  Palmiet  River? — I  have  been  up  between  Caledon  and 
Sir  Lowry  Pass,  but  I  cannot  give  an  opinion  on  that. 

2077.  Are  there  any  other  sources  that  you  know  of  ? — No,  those  are  the  only 
three  I  can  think  of. 

2078.  Have  you  been  to  the  top  of  Table  Mountain  ? — Yes. 

2079.  Have  the  springs  on  the  Eastern  slopes  of  the  mountain  increased  since  the 
reservoir  has  been  established  on  the  top  ? — Yes,  the  gaugings  show  a  greater  increase. 

2080.  Could  the  supply  on  Table  Mountain  be  considerably  increased  ? — I  don’t 
think  much,  but  of  course  there  is  the  Hout  Bay  Valley,  and  they  might  have  another 
reservoir  there  on  the  Wynberg  side. 

2081.  Chairman.]  You  remember  the  Arbitration  proceedings? — Yes,  I  was 
present. 

2082.  Have  you  got  copies  of  the  proceedings  and  the  evidence  ? — I  think  I  could 
find  it,  but  I  don’t  know  whether  it  will  be  complete,  although  I  think  I  could  pretty 
well  put  it  together. 

2083.  Could  you  supply  the  Commission  with  it  ?  —Yes. 

2081.  You  don’t  know  of  your  own  knowledge  of  the  proceedings  where  the 
records  are  ? — Copies  were  given  to  each  of  the  arbitrators. 

2085.  Who  were  the  arbitrators? — Ex  Chief  Justice  Kotze,  Gh  W.  S  eytler,  and 

J.  W.  Jagger. 

2086.  Who  represented  the  Compauy  ? — Mr.  Gh  W.  Steytler,  and  Mr.  Innes  and 
Sir  Henry  Juta  were  their  counsel. 

2087.  And  the  Municipalities? — Mr.  Jagger,  and  Mr.  Searle  was  counsel.  Then 
these  elected  the  third  party,  but  as  they  could  not  agree  they  had  to  go  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  Ex  Chief  Justice  Kotze  was  appointed  by  an  Order  of  Court. 
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Mr-  ,  2088.  Where  could  we  get  a  copy  of  these  reoords? — I  think  from  the  Woodstock 

Municipality,  or  from  W.  E.  Moore  &  Son. 

lsth  April,  u.02.  2089.  Could  you  give  the  Commission  any  information  about  the  £500  which  was 

paid  to  an  engineer  in  connection  with  (he  arbitration  ? — It  was  paid  to  the  Mayor  of 
Claremont  by  the  joint  Councils  as  au  honorarium.  Claremont  and  Woodstock  paid  it, 
and  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  until  afterwards. 

2090.  What  was  that  money  paid  for  ? — It  was  stated  as  an  honorarium. 

2091.  But  you  don’t  know  muoh  about  it  ? — Yes,  I  know  that  it  was  paid  as  an 
honorarium  for  services  rendered  in  connection  with  the  taking  over  of  the  Waterworks. 

2092.  You  think  we  are  more  likely  to  get  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  from  the 
Woodstock  Municipality  than  from  any  other  source  ? — I  could  give  you  some  sheets. 

2093.  Will  you  put  in  what  you  have  ? — Yes,  I  will  look  them  up. 

2094.  Then  with  regard  to  the  return  you  have  already  put  in  of  the  number  of 
houses  supplied  with  water  by  the  Company,  does  that  include  the  total  number  of 
houses  in  the  area  ? — Yes,  hut  there  are  still  a  number  not  supplied  iu  Claremont. 

2095.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  the  Waterworks  Board  was  supplied  with 
a  copy  of  the  whole  of  the  arbitration  proceedings  ? — There  was  an  arrangement  made 
by  which  we  should  have  seven  copies  ;  the  three  arbitrators  were  supplied  with  a  copy 
each.  I  had  a  copy  and  Mr.  Moore  had  one. 

2096.  Of  the  whole  proceedings  ? — Yes,  it  was  taken  verbatim. 

2097.  Was  it  very  voluminous  ? — Yes,  the  arbitration  occupied  eighteen  days. 

2098.  Was  it  published  from  time  to  time  in  the  newspapers  ?— No. 

2099.  What  became  of  the  other  copies? — They  were  placed  on  the  table  every 
morning,  one  for  the  arbitrators  and  one  for  counsel.  Counsel  took  their  copies  away, 
and  I  sent  mine  to  London. 

2100.  As  far  as  you  know,  was  any  copy  handed  over  to  the  Water  Board  ? — 
Well,  it  was  arranged  between  them  that  the  Waterworks  should  pay  half  the  cost  of 
the  printing,  and  Messrs.  Tredgold,  McIntyre  &  Bisset,  and  W.  E.  Moore  &  Son,  who 
represented  the  Municipalities,  I  suppose,  looked  after  their  copies. 

2101.  Then  the  Water  Board  has  a  copy  ? — No,  I  don’t  thiuk  they  have  got  a 
copy,  but  a  copy  might  be  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Moore. 

2102.  C  n  you  give  us  any  idea  of  the  growth  of  these  Municipalities  from  time 
to  time  ? — Yes,  I  can  put  in  returns  showing  revenue  and  supply  of  the  Company  for 
a  certain  period  of  years.  [Returns  put  in.] 

2103.  Do  you  want  these  returns  sent  back  to  you? — Yes,  I  should  like  to  keep 
them. 

2104.  We  may  use  them  for  the  time  being  ? — Yes. 

2105.  Dr.  Gregory.']  You  say  that  your  experience  was  that  the  consumption  of 
water  iu  the  Municipalities  came  to  thirty  gallons  per  head  ? — No,  that  is  what  we 
estimated  that  we  should  require  in  case  of  a  drainage  scheme. 

2106.  Ah,  yes,  in  case  of  a  drainage  scheme,  but  what  was  the  actual  consumption? 
— The  actual  consumption  was  about  1,200,000  gallons  up  to  the  end  of  last  year. 

2107.  But  you  don’t  know  what  it  was  per  head  ?  —No,  but  this  can  be  worked 
out  by  the  population. 

2108.  Chairman.]  That  can  be  worked  out  from  the  figures  given  in  the  returns 
which  you  have  put  in  ? — Yes1,  but  I  have  an  estimate  of  the  population  of  last  year. 

2109.  Did  the  Company  make  up  an  estimate  of  the  increase  of  population  within 
their  area  ? — Yes. 

2110.  Have  you  any  statistics  on  that  subject  ? — Yes. 

2111.  Would  you  just  mention  them? — Yes;  in  Claremont  the  population  was  in 
1895  7,000,  in  1898  10,000,  and  in  1901  15,000;  Rondebosch,  in. 1895  5,400,  iu  1898 
6,000,  and  iu  1901  6,500  ;  Mowbray,  in  1901  8,500  ;  and  Woodstock,  in  1901  30,000. 
For  the  last  two  I  have  not  the  figures  for  the  other  years. 

2112.  Mr.  Dyer.]  I  see  in  the  case  of  Rondebosch  the  increase  is  very  small?  — 
Yes,  they  are  rather  scattered. 

2113.  Chairman.]  On  what  basis  was  that  estimate  made? — I  took  six  persons 
per  house. 

2114.  Was  that  estimate  made  by  you  for  the  Company  ? — Yes. 

2115.  And  you  went  on  the  basis  of  six  persons  to  each  house  ? — Yes  ;  in  Wood- 
stock  it  worked  out  into  decimals,  but  I  think  I  took  six  all  round. 

2116.  If  we  multiply  the  houses  supplied  by  your  Company  by  six,  it  would  give 
(he  required  result  ? — Yes,  but  somo  of  the  houses  have  not  been  supplied  yet.  I  have 
already  given  you  the  figures. 

2117.  Dr.  Gregory.]  You  stated  that  the  Albion  Spring  has  increased  in  your 
experience  since  the  Woodhead  Reservoir  was  built? — The  gaugings  show  an  increase. 

2118.  Do  you  attribute  that  (o  the  fact  that  , the  reservoir  was  constructed? — 
There  is  a  theory  to  that  effect,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  is  a  coincidence. 
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2119.  Have  all  the  springs  increased,  the  Kommetje  Spring  as  welly — Yes, 
generally  I  think,  the  Newlands  Spring  too. 

2120.  Was  the  increase  at  once,  or  gradual  ? — Gradual. 

2121.  The  increase  has  not  been  due  to  a  greater  amount  of  pumping,  has  it  ? — 
No,  I  don’t  think  so,  but  they  pump  the  spring  dry  sometimes. 

2122.  Within  your  knowledge  or  experience,  have  you  known  springs  in  other 
places  increase  as  a  result  of  the  building  of  a  reservoir  ? — Yes,  I  know  of  one  spring 
that  disappeared  altogether,  after  the  construction  of  a  reservoir  above  it. 

2123.  Disappeared  ? — Yes,  I  have  forgotten  the  name  of  the  place,  but  it  was  a 
small  village  in  Scotland. 

2124.  But  that  was  not  due  to  a  reservoir  ? — No. 

2125.  Mr.  Stewart .]  You  have  no  definite  information  on  which  you  base  that 
theory  ? — Only  the  fact  that  since  the  reservoir  has  been  constructed,  gaugings  have 
increased. 

2120.  Has  that  been  the  experience  in  regard  to  the  new  springs  in  the 
neighbourhood? — Well,  I  believe  the  Newlands  Spring  has  been  benefited  and  that  is 
just  below  the  Kommetje  Spring,  and  it  belongs  to  the  Ohlsson  Company. 

2127.  Do  you  know  to  what  extent  that  has  increased  ? — No,  Mr.  Ohlsson  has 
gaugings,  but  I  don’t  know. 

2128.  Mr.  Stewart .]  As  a  matter  of  fact,  have  you  taken  gaugings  ? — 1  have  only 
seen  the  records. 

2129.  Biit  have  you  taken  gaugings  yourself,  or  are  you  merely  stating  that  from 
hearsay  ? — I  have  seen  the  reoords. 

2130.  But  you  don’t  know  anything  about  it  from  your  own  knowledge  ? — I  have 
seen  the  gaugings. 

2131.  But  you  cannot  speak  from  personal  knowledge,  you  are  not  an 
Engineer  ? — No. 

2132.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  Are  there  any  reasons  to  suppose  that  these  gaugings  are 
wrong  ? — Yes,  some  of  them. 

2133.  Dr.  Gregory.]  What  are  the  reasons  for  that  ? — The  Arbitration  Proceedings 
will  throw  a  good  deal  of  light  upon  that. 

2134.  Mr.  Stewart.]  The  Kommetje  Spring  is  more  or  less  a  surface  spring? — 

Yes. 
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2135.  Was  the  Company  supplying  a  good  many  gardens,  and  can  you  tell  us 
roughly  the  quantity  of  water  supplied  for  that  purpose  ? — In  the  four  Munici¬ 
palities  ? 

2136.  The  total  amount. — About  200,000  gallons  a  day. 

2137.  Then,  dividing  the  total  quantity  supplied  by  the  population,  will  not 
enable  us  to  get  at  the  comsumption  per  head  for  domestic  purposes  ? — No. 

2138.  Chairman.]  I  suppose  you  are  not  interested  in  the  general  question  of 
Municipalities  ? — No,  just  the  water  supply. 

2139.  Dr.  Gregory.]  You  have  put  in  this  table  of  gaugings,  but  are  we  to 
understand  that  they  are  no  good — that  they  are  unreliable? — Oh,  no;  I  think  if  you 
apply  to  the  Water  Board  they  will  give  you  their  gauge-book,  and  then  it  could  be 
worktd  out  by  an  increase  of  six  per  cent. 

2140.  During  what  time? — During  a  series  of  years,  and  when  the  gaugings 
were  taken,  they  were  very  carefully  gone  into,  and  then  the  difference  was 
discovered. 

2141.  And  according  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  belief  six  per  cent,  is  a 
correct  estimate  ? — It  was  worked  out  by  the  Engineers  for  the  Arbitration. 

2142.  Who  were  the  Engineers? — Mr.  Olive,  Mr.  Stewart,  and  Mr.  MacMillan. 

2143.  Mr.  Stewart.]  As  a  matter  of  fact  did  not  we  find  that  the  gaugings  were 
taken  wrongly  ? — Yes. 


|_G.  21  -1902.] 
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MONDAY,  21st  APRIL,  1902. 


Present : 


Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman) . 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory, 
Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
Mr.  Lawrence. 

Mr.  T.  N.  Dyer. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Mr.  T.  Stkwaet. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers. 


Messrs.  Hugh  Donnan  (Councillor  of  the  Claremont  Municipality)  and  David  Walker 
(Town  Clerk  of  the  Claremont  Municipality),  were  examined. 

2144.  Chairman.']  What  is  your  profession,  Mr.  Donnan  ? — I  am  a  builder. 

2145.  Andjmu  are  resident  in  Claremont  ? — Yes. 

2146.  And  how  long  have  you  been  a  resident  there  ? — It  is  fully  twenty  years 
since  I  first  came. 

2147.  Can  you  give  us  the  area  of  the  Claremont  Municipality  ? — Yes,  it  is  3,790 
aores. 

2148.  And  can  you  tell  the  Commission  what  proportion  of  that  is  built  upon  ? — 
About  375  acres  :  that  is  au  estimate  I  have  made  upon  taking  the  population  at  18,000, 
and  taking  48  persons  to  an  acre. 

2149.  Has  Claremont  any  commonage  ? — There  is  no  land  which  you  would  term 
commonage,  but  there  is  a  football  field  adjoining  Claremont  Station  which  has  been 
left  for  sports  purposes,  and  this  would  revert  to  the  Municipality  under  certain 
conditions.  That  is  the  only  part  which  might  be  called  commonage  which  I  know  of. 

2150.  Then  where  does  the  unimproved  land  of  Claremont  lie  mostly  ? — 
Principally  on  the  Claremont  Flats. 

2151.  What  streams  run  through  your  Municipality? — There  are  the  Liesbeek 
River,  the  Black  River  and  the  Kromboon  River. 

2152.  In  what  direction  is  the  natural  drainage  of  your  Municipal  area  ? — 
Towards  Table  Bay. 

2153.  In  respect  of  these  rivers,  which  of  them  would  carry  the  most  water  into 
Table  Bay  ? — The  Liesbeek. 

2154.  And  is  there  a  very  large  proportion  of  your  area  at  a  very  high  altitude 
which  would  not  be  quite  suitable  for  building  purposes  ? — Yes,  about  one  thousand 
acres  of  land  is  at  a  high  altitude,  and  I  estimate  that  about  400  acres  are  unsuitable 
for  building  purposes. 

2155.  How  high  is  the  level  that  you  at  present  supply  water  to  P — The  highest 
portions  that  we  supply  are  about  400  feet.  When  I  say  400  feet  I  take  the  level,  say, 
to  the  railway  at  Newlands,  and  it  would  be  about  500  feet  from  the  sea  level. 

2156.  All  below  that  line  you  can  supply  from  your  present  Waterworks  ? — Yes. 

2157.  And  when  that  reservoir  that  you  are  now  building  is  complete,  you  will 
be  able  to  supply  at  a  higher  level? — That  is  about  300  feet  above  the  Newlands 
Station,  so  that  we  could  not  supply  anything  above  that,  although  I  may  mention 
that  some  of  the  intakes  are  about  600  feet  up.  From  the  reservoir  I  do  not  think  we 
could  supply  above,  say,  250  to  300  feet. 

2158.  Then  there  would  still  be  an  area  capable  of  being  built  upon  which  you 
would  not  be  able  to  supply?  -  Yes. 

2159.  You  estimate  the  population  at  18,000  ? — Yes. 

2160.  On  what  do  you  base  that  estimate? — On  the  yearly  "increase  since  the 
taking  of  the  last  census,  and  also  on  the  number  of  houses  added  since  then. 

2161.  But  on  what  basis  do  you  calculate  the  increase  ?  Have  you  any  particular 
method  that  you  go  upon  ? — Of  course  there  has  been  no  census  taken,  but  for  the 
Municipalities  we  generally  compute  it  on  the  birth-rate  and  influx  of  population,  but 
that  is  a  varying  quantity.  I  might  say  that  these  figures  are  supplied  by  the  Medical 
Officer ;  it  is  his  estimate,  and  for  all  practical  purposes  we  find  it  fairly  accurate. 

2162.  Can  you  give  us  the  number  of  Europeans  and  also  the  number  of 
coloured  people  within  your  area  ? — The  proportion  is  about  half ;  there  is  a  large 
coloured  population. 

2163.  And  the  occupations  of  the  people  generally  are? — Their  occupations  are 
varied.  About  an  average  of  two  thousand  go  to  the  city  per  day  —the  bulk  of  the 
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others  remain.  There  are  builders,  shopkeepers,  and  of  course  all  the  other  trades  such 
as  bakers  and  butchers,  &c.  Then  a  large  number  are  employed  in  the  Mineral  Water 
Factories,  and  also  in  the  Breweries,  which  have  been  considerably  augmented  of  late. 

2164.  And  the  occupations  of  the  Coloured  people  ? — They  are  mostly  labourers, 
although  there  are  some  carpenters  and  masons  amongst  them. 

2165.  Can  you  give  us  the  number  of  houses  in  Claremont  ? — The  number  of 
houses  would  come  up  to  about  2,500  as  near  as  possible. 

2166.  Have  you  the  respective  numbers  of  these  occupied  by  European  and 
Coloured  people  ? — No,  I  have  not  got  the  particulars  here. 

2167.  Would  it  be  possible  for  you  to  get  them? — Yes,  but  it  will  take  some  little 
time. 

2168.  It  is  not  on  your  roll  ? — No  ;  I  might  say  that  the  Coloured  people  are  con¬ 
fined  for  their  dwellings  to  a  certain  congested  area,  and  if  we  went  on  the  basis  of 
calculating  the  European  population  by  taking  six  or  seven  per  house,  that  of  the 
Coloured  people  would  work  out  to  about  twelve  per  house. 

2169.  l)o  you  know  the  number  of  Municipal  voters  in  Claremont  ? — 2,000. 

2170.  And  you  will  supply  us  with  the  number  of  European  and  Coloured  voters 
respectively  ? — Yes,  that  can  be  supplied. 

2171.  Your  Council  consists  of  nine  members? — Yes. 

2172.  What  class  do  they  mostly  consist  of  ? — They  vary. 

2173.  I  mean  their  occupations  or  professions  ? — We  have  city  merchants,  and - 

2174.  In  the  City  of  Cape  Towu? — Yes;  then  we  have  one  lawyer,  and  the 
others  are  made  up  of  tradesmen. 

2175.  Resident  tradesmen  ? — Yes. 

2176.  How  many  of  that  class  would  there  be  at  present? — There  is  Mr.  Louw, 
who  is  a  retired  gentleman,  as  the  Mayor,  Mr.  Maskew,  a  produce  merchant,  Mr.  Moss, 
a  builder,  Mr.  Wood,  a  commission  agent,  Mr.  Merrington,  a  speculator,  Mr.  Zietsman, 
a  lawyer,  and  Messrs.  Dunn  and  Behr,  merchants. 

2177.  Is  that  Council  fairly  representative  of  the  ordinary  style  of  gentlemen  that 
you  get  to  attend  to  Municipal  matters  ? — Yes,  I  should  say  it  is  as  regards  occupation. 

2178.  You  are  quoting  from  figures,  may  I  ask  what  you  are  quoting  from? — - 
From  a  small  diary  which  has  been  compiled  by  the  Municipal  Clerk,  giving  various 
statistics  of  the  Municipality  of  Claremont. 

2179.  Could  you  put  that  in? — We  will  let  you  have  a  copy  of  it;  the  Secretary 
will  send  you  a  copy. 

2180.  That  diary  has  been  prepared  specially  in  reference  to  Claremont  ? — Yes 
but  it  also  gives  information  as  regards  the  Waterworks. 

2181.  Now,  how  long  has  Claremont  been  a  Municipality  ? — I  think  since  1886. 

2182.  For  about  fifteen  years  ? — Yes. 

2183.  Before  that,  you  were  a  portion  of  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

2184.  And  before  that,  there  was  a  Village  Management  Board? — Yes. 

2185.  And  you  were  in  Claremont  at  the  time  of  the  existence  of  the  Liesbeek 
Municipality  ? — Yes. 

2185(a).  Do  you  remember  that  Board  ? — Yes. 

2186.  Were  you  a  member  of  it? — No. 

2187.  Can  you  tell  us  bow  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  came  to  split  up  ? — The 
Municipal  Government  as  far  as  the  Suburbs  were  concerned  was  in  its  infancy,  and  there 
were  conflicting  interests  in  the  various  Municipal  areas  which  led  to  a  certain  amount 
of  jealousy,  certain  of  them  accusing  the  others  of  getting  advantages  over  them,  and 
that  resulted  in  the  split.  They  could  not  agree  on  various  matters,  and  it  was  decided 
to  separate.  I  may,  however,  say  that  at  the  present  day  there  is  a  different  state  of 
things  as  regards  that ;  we  are  a  little  bit  advanced  now  in  Municipal  government, 
and  I  think  that  there  is  a  unanimous  feeling  that  a  larger  body  would  be  workable 
now. 
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2188.  AVe  will  come  to  that  by-and-bye.  Was  it  not  partly  on  the  water  question 
that  you  split  up  ? — No,  I  don’t  think  that  the  water  question  came  to  the  front  at 
that  time. 

2189.  Would  your  Secretary  be  able  to  put  in  a  table  showing  the  increase  in  the 
valuation  of  Claremont  ? — Yes,  we  have  it  in  this  book  from  which  I  have  been  quoting, 
but  1  think  the  Secretary  has  sent  in  a  return  showing  those  figures. 

2190.  From  1886? — Yes,  I  think  it  has  been  sent  in  by  the  Secretary,  who  I 
helieved  copied  it  from  this  book. 

2191.  Yes,  I  find  that  the  Commission  has  that  return.  Can  you  tell  the  Com¬ 
mission  what  method  of  valuing  you  follow  in  your  Municipality? — The  valuation  is 
given  out  to  a  competent  valuator. 

2192.  And  how  do  you  find  your  competent  valuator  ? — By  advertisement. 
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21  Do.  Which  is  answered  by  the  man  who  regards  himself  as  a  competent 
valuator,  and  the  Council  then  judge  whether  lie  is  competent  or  not  ? — Yes,  and 
generally  the  Council  is  guided  by  his  past  record. 

2194.  Would  you  give  preference  to  a  man  who  has  had  experience  in  that 
direction  ? — Yes. 

2195.  Do  they  give  general  satisfaction,  and  what  is  the  general  method  of 
valuation  ? — Yes  ;  they  consider  what  the  property  would  bring  in  in  the  open  market 
at  a  particular  time ;  he  does  not  go  on  the  amount  of  what  it  has  cost. 

2196.  Does  the  some  man  sometimes  value  for  the  Divisional  Council  as  well  as 
for  the  Municipal  Council  ? — Yes. 

2197.  And  when  that  is  the  oase,  would  the  valuations  be  the  same  or  would  they 
still  be  different  ? — We  have  found  that  it  varies  ;  in  fact  I  have  heard  valuators  say 
that  the  valuations  for  the  Municipality  has  to  be  higher  than  that  for  the  Divisional 
Council  purposes. 

2198.  In  some  of  the  smaller  Municipalities  in  the  suburbs  the  area  for  Divisional 
Council  purposes  is  different  from  the  area  for  Municipal  Council  purposes  ? — I  don’t 
know. 

2199.  Is  the  area  the  same  for  Divisional  Council  purposes  as  for  Municipal 
Council  purposes  ? — Yes,  to  my  knowledge  it  is. 

2200.  Just  tell  me  at  what  time  you  began  to  raise  money  by  loans? — The  first 
loan  was  raised  in  1889  at  5  per  cent. 

2201.  What  was  the  cause  of  your  going  into  the  money  market? — The  Munici¬ 
pality  had  only  just  recently  started  then,  and  there  were  certain  works  which  had  to 
be  gone  on  with,  such  as  road-making,  &c. 

2202.  You  found  in  that  year  that  you  required  more  money  than  you  could  levy 
rates  for  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  a  table  here  showing  the  financial  position  of  Claremont  in 
1891,  and  it  gives  that  loan  which  was  raised  for  the  construction  of  roads,  side-paths, 
and  the  Kildare-road  Bridge,  and,  further,  for  liquidating  the  debts  of  the  Liesbeek 
Council 

2203.  Have  the  boundaries  of  your  Municipality  remained  the  same  as  when  you 
began,  or  have  you  added  to  it  or  altered  the  boundaries  in  any  way  ? — I  believe  the 
boundaries  remain  about  the  same. 

2204.  You  have  not  as  a  Municipality  bought  any  land  during  that  time? — No. 

2205.  Is  it  the  case  with  your  Municipality  that  you  march  with  Rondebosch  very 
closely  on  the  one  side  ;  in  fact,  is  there  a  street  of  which  you  have  one  side  and 
Rondebosch  the  other  ? — Yes,  the  centre  of  the  road  is  the  boundary  between  us. 

2206.  And  there  are  difficulties  in  connection  with  that  road  ? — Yes,  in  connection 
with  the  upkeep  of  it. 

2207.  .Was  there  any  difficulty  in  connection  with  the  extinguishing  of  a  fire  in 
that  road  ? — The  fire  did  not  occur  in  that  road  ;  it  was  in  another  street. 

2208.  Was  there  no  difficulty  as  to  which  Municipality  should  send  a  fire  brigade 
to  put  it  out  ? — Yes,  I  was  speaking  of  a  fire  previous  to  one  to  which  I  think  you 
refer ;  the  other  one  broke  out  up  in  Newlands,  but  there  was  no  doubt  then  on  the 
score  of  who  should  put  it  out,  because  that  was  within  our  own  area.  It  was  off 
Dean-street,  and  our  brigade  reaohed  it,  I  think,  about  twenty  minutes  after  it  was 
reported. 

2209.  Then  there  was  no  trouble  in  this  connection  ? — No. 

2210.  Have  you  granted  any  lands  or  bought  any  lands  for  schools  or  other 
purposes  of  that  kind  ? — No. 

2211.  And  those  athletic  grounds,  do  they  belong  to  the  Town  Council? — No, 
they  were  granted  by  Mr.  Arderne  to  a  certain  cricket  club,  and  the  terms  were  that 
should  the  cricket  club  cease,  the  grounds  will  revert  to  the  Municipality  for  all  time. 
The  Mayor  at  present  is  one  of  the  trustees. 

2212.  Dr.  Gregory.']  That  road  that  partly  belongs  to  you  and  partly  to  Ronde¬ 
bosch,  what  arrangement  have  you  entered  into  for  metalling  and  keeping  it  in  order? 
— It  was  found  that  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  form  a  line  of  demarkation  down  the 
centre  of  the  road,  so  we  have  struck  a  line  half-way  up  the  road,  Rondebosch  main¬ 
taining  the  upper  portion  and  Claremont  the  lower  portion. 

2213.  Do  all  your  boundaries  run  down  the  centre  of  the  roads  or  through 
properties  ? — No,  that  is  the  only  one,  but  there  is  the  Kenilworth-road  on  the 
Wynberg  side ;  their  boundary  comes  up  to  the  other  side  of  the  road,  but  we  have  the 
full  up-keep  of  that  road. 

2214.  You  have  houses  on  that  side  of  the  road  ? — 'The  rates  are  collected  by 
Wynberg,  and  they  have  the  full  benefit  of  that  road,  but  I  will  say  that  we  have  a 
kind  of  a  set-off  against  that  in  the  case  of  the  Mains  Avenue,  which  is  maintained  by 
Wynberg. 
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2215.  That  is  where  all  the  drainage  comes  to  from  Kenilworth  ? — Yes,  a 
considerable  part,  and  that  has  given  us  considerable  trouble. 

2216.  That  is  from  the  Wynberg  area  ? — Yes,  and  also  stormwater  from  the  Wyn- 
berg  area  we  have  to  put  up  with ;  we  have  a  good  deal  of  correspondence  with 
Wynberg  on  that  same  point. 

2217.  So  that  the  matter  of  the  boundary  coming  over  there  is  causing  you  the 
same  considerable  inconvenience  ? — Yes,  a  great  deal. 

2218.  And  where  it  passes  their  property,  it  is  -of  equal  inconvenience  to  the 
property-holders  ? — Yes. 

2319.  Are  there  any  houses  which  are  partly  in  one  and  partly  in  another  Muni¬ 
cipality  P— No,  not  that  I  know  of,  but  of  course,  the  boundary  runs  through  private 
property. 

2220.  In  the  event  of  sales  and  transfers  of  such  property,  do  they  cause  auy 
inconvenience  P — Yes,  it  is  bound  to  cause  a  little  inoonvenience  to  those  who  have  to 
pass  transfer  as  they  have  two  Municipalities  to  deal  with. 

2221.  And  a  person  has  to  register  his  sale  in  both  P — Yes. 

2222.  And  there  is  no  countervailing  benefit  that  you  can  suggest  for  obviating 
these  arbitrary  divisions  ? — No,  I  oannot  suggest  any.  I  may  say  that  the  registration 
of  course  is  not  given  to  the  Municipalities.  The  Act  does  ilot  compel  them  to  do  so. 
It  is  the  Divisional  Council,  but  of  course  at  the  same  time  there  are  the  rates  levied 
by  the  various  Municipalities. 

2223.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  having  to  give  notice  to  the  two  Municipalities  ? 

— No. 


Yes 


2224.  But  you  have  got  to  do  it,  and  you  got  Government  to  consent  to  it  P- 
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2225.  If  it  were  general  then  it  would  be  a  difficulty  for  the  owner  to  have  to 
report  it  in  both  oases  ? — Yes. 

2226.  This  question  of  the  boundary  then  is  one  of  the  disadvantages  of  having  a 
number  of  small  Municipalities  where  one  would  be  sufficient  ? — Yes,  it  certainly  is  one 
of  the  disadvantages. 

2227.  Mr.  Gurney. \  Coming  to  the  matter  of  fiuance,  your  ordinary  expenditure 
has  for  several  years  been  in  excess  of  your  ordinary  revenue,  has  it  not  ? — Yes.  for 
four  years  past  there  has  been  an  increase  over  our  income. 

2228.  Iu  excess  of  your  revenue  ? — Yes. 

2229.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  your  expenditure  usually  would  be  charged  either 
against  loans  or  against  your  ordinary  receipts  under  heads  of  rates,  &c? — Yes. 

2230.  I  think  Government  has  ruled  that  plant  cannot  be  charged  to  any  loan  P — 
That  is  so. 

2231.  How  do  you  deal  with  plant  in  making  up  your  accounts? — Well,  our 
Municipal  Clerk  is  here  and  he  has  got  these  particulars  at  his  fingers’  ends,  and  I  think 
it  would  save  the  time  of  the  Commission  if  he  were  examined  on  these  points,  being 
able  to  give  more  reliable  information. 

2232.  Chair  man. We  look  upon  you  both  as  giving  evidence,  and  if  there  are 
any  points  in  which  the  Secretary  can  better  furnish  evidence,  we  shall  be  glad  if  you 
would  say  so,  for  then  he  could  answer  those  questions  ? — Yes,  he  knows  more  about 
the  accounts. 


[From  this  stage  the  Secretary ,  Mr.  David  Walker,  answered  several  questions 
relating  to  accounts .] 

2233.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  Well  then,  how  do  you  deal  with  plant  in  making  up  your 
accounts? — We  have  opened  a  plant  account  and  write  so  much  off  every  year  for 
depreciation,  by  simply  taking  a  certain  percentage  as  depreciation  and  debiting  that 
to  revenue. 

2234.  In  other  words  you  only  charge  depreciation  in  the  first  case  P — Yes. 

2235.  And  in  consequence  the  revenue  and  expenditure  account  which  you 
prepared  does  not  always  show  a  deficit  in  these  years  referred  to? — Not  always. 

2236.  No,  it  does  not  in  1898-’99P — ^No,  but  since  that  it  does. 

2237.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  actual  payments  have  been  in  excess  of  the  receipts 
to  the  sum  of  £570  per  annum  ? — Yes,  for  the  last  four  years. 

2238.  Are  you  prepared  to  justify  the  expenditure  of  money  in  that  way,  and  not 
bringing  it  up  in  the  year’s  expenditure  P — You  mean  the  spending  of  money  on  plant  P 

2239.  Yes,  out  of  what  funds  do  you  make  that  expenditure  ? — Out  of  ordinary 
revenue  each  year. 

2240.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  have  been  paying  it  for  years  by  overdrawing  at 
the  Bank  ? — Yes. 

2241.  That  is  scarcely  paying  out  of  revenuo? — Well,  no. 
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2243.  The  result  lias  been  that  you  had  in  December  au  overdrawn  balance  at  the 
Bank  of  some  £13,000  ? — Yes,  December  last  year. 

2343.  That  is  a  shortfall  of  your  ordinary  revenue  as  against  your  ordinary 
expenditure  ? — Not  quite  ;  it  includes  a  great  many  permanent  works  which  we  are 
now  going  to  iuclude  in  our  new  loan. 

2244.  Can  you  give  us  the  value  of  these  permanent  works  roughly  ? — About 
£6,400. 

2245.  That  £6,400  is  proposed  to  be  covered  out  of  the  new  loan  of  £26,000, 
which  we  will  come  to  presently  ? — Yes,  and  that  still  leaves  some  £7,000  shortfall  in 
the  ordinary  revenue. 

2246.  Apparently  from  1888  the  tenants’  rate  has  always  been  and  still  is  8d.  ? — 

Yes. 

2247.  But  the  owners’  rate  has  been  2d.  from  1897  without  variation  until  this 
year,  as  you  have  just  put  it  up  to  2|d.  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

2248.  That  Jd.  will  bring  you  in  about  £2,000  ? — Yes,  £2,500. 

2249.  So  that  you  have  no  proposition,  it  appears,  to  face  the  whole  of  the 
accumulated  shortfall  ? — Not  the  £7,000. 

2250.  Only  £2,000  of  that  will  be  provided  for  ?— Yes. 

2251.  You  will  still  be  short  at  least  about  £5,000? — Yes,  but  of  course  that 
£5,000  consists  principally  of  plant,  and  is  an  asset  as  it  were.  We  entered  upon  the 
departmental  system  last  year,  and  spent  about  four  thousand  pounds  on  plant,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  very  unfair  to  debit  that  to  revenue  in  one  year. 

2252.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  your  plant  is  shown  in  the  accounts  which  you  have 
rendered  to  us  as  £4,667  ? — Yes. 

2253.  Out  of  the  £7,000  which  had  already  been  spent  ? — Yes. 

2254.  And  practically  that  £7,000  has  been  obtained  by  overdrawing  at  the  bank  ? 
— Yes. 

2255.  The  portion  that  remains  is  £2,000  ? — Yes,  that  is  so ;  £4,600  has  been 
spent  on  plant. 

2256.  That  is  represented  by  nothing,  it  is  simply  a  short-fall,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

2257.  Now,  you  have  raised  certain  loans  for  which  you  have  given  us  returns  ; 
one  in  18b9,  of  which  £1,800  is  outstanding,  on  which  I  think  you  pay  5  per  cent.  ? — 
Yes. 

2258.  One  in  1892  of  £2,650,  on  which  you  pay  4J  per  cent.,  and  another  in 
1894  of  £7,500.  on  which  you  are  also  paying  4|  per  cent.,  and  one  from  the 
Government,  of  which  £15,510  12s.  is  still  outstanding.  That  is  to  say  £31,000  at 
present  represents  your  debt  ? — That  is  our  debt  at  the  present  time. 

2259.  You  have  arrongements,  I  think,  for  annual  drawings  of  £100  on  the  first 
two  of  these  loans? — We  have. 

2260.  And  the  second  is  payable  in  1909  ? — Yes. 

2261.  Has  the  Council  made  any  preparation  for  repaying  that  loan  ?  Have  you 
any  sinking  fund  ? — No  arrangements  whatever,  that  is  referring  to  the  1894  loan. 

2262.  The  last  loan  being  under  the  Local  Works  Loans  Act,  is  being  repaid 
by  half-yearly  instalments  ? — Yes. 

2263.  Now,  out  of  this  last  loan  of  £16,000,  £9,000  has  been  received  for 
expenditure  on  certain  specified  public  works,  but  has  not  yet  been  so  spent  ? — We 
have  still  a  balance  of  £9,000  in  hand. 

2264.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  not  in  hand,  you  have  used  it  up  by  partly  repaying 
the  overdraft  you  have  at  the  bank  ?  You  have  got  an  overdraft  at  the  bank  ? — Yes, 
we  have  taken  it  as  a  temporary  loan  as  it  were. 

2265.  That  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Council  ? — No,  not  till  the  Act  41  of  1899 
had  been  passed,  so  that  we  raised  the  money  by  way  of  overdraft  at  the  bank  with  a 
view  to  its  inclusion  in  the  new  loan. 

2266.  So  that  this  is  only  a  temporary  measure  ? — Yes. 

2267.  You  still  propose  to  spend  the  £9,000  on  the  original  purpose  ? — Yes, 
undoubtedly. 

2268.  That  treatment  of  plant  to  which  we  have  referred ;  I  did  not  quite  gather 
from  your  replv  what  justification  you  hold  for  that  ? — It  is  a  principle  the 
Municipality  adopted  before  I  was  Town  Clerk.  Take  .last  year,  during  which  an 
expenditure  of  £3,000  was  incurred  on  plant ;  it  would  be  very  unfair  to  debit  the 
whole  of  that  amount  to  one  year’s  revenue,  because  the  plant  is  good  for  five  or  six 
years. 

2269.  The  object  is  to  avoid  charging  one  particular  year’s  revenue  with  what  is 
spread  over  a  period  ? — Yes. 

2270.  Although  it  creates  financial  difficulties  ? — In  a  way  it  might. 
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2271.  In  your  assets  and  liabilities  you  show  a  debt  of  £31,000,  and  overdraft  at  Messrs, 
the  Standard  Bank,  which  is  a  temporary  loan  from  the  loan  account,  making  a  total  Suyh^DtMnm 
of  about  £45,450  ? — Yes.  David  Walker. 

*  2272.  Against  that  you  show  certain  assets  which  you  value  at  £42,648  ? — Yes.  19Q9 

2273.  In  these  assets  you  include  certain  items,  such  as  permanent  works 
executed  under  loans,  one  or  two  of  which  appear  to  be  the  cost  of  building  roads, 
making  side  paths,  level  crossings,  standposts  for  road  watering,  and  so  forth  ? — -Yes. 

2274.  Apparently  some  £15,000  of  your  assets  are  represented  by  works  of  the 
latter  description  ? — That  is  so. 

2275.  Do  you  think  it  is  justifiable  to  consider  these  as  assets  from  a  financial 
point  of  view  ?■ — No,  I  don’t  think  so. 

2276.  Your  personal  opinion  is  that  they  should  not  be  so  included  ? — That  is  my 
personal  opinion. 

2277.  This  would  at  once  reduce  your  assets  to  less  than  they  are  ? — It  is  a  question 
whether  the  assets  should  really  be  reduced,  because  I  think  if  property  were  entered 
under  its  proper  value  the  final  result  would  be  much  better. 

2278.  The  Claremont  Hall  building  figures  at  an  amount  which  is  apparently  the 
cost? — That  is  the  actual  cost. 

2279.  Is  the  value  of  that  building  a  good  deal  more  ? — The  ground  is  worth 
more  than  that. 

2280.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  of  the  value  ?  —About  £7,000.  Then  the  ground 
in  the  rear  of  the  hall  is  quite  worth  £700  ?  Yes. 

2281.  And  it  is  put  down  here  as  £50,  and  so  the  assets  'are  not  at  their  proper 
value  ? — Yes. 

2282.  It  is  the  same  with  the  gravel  quarries,  the  £633  17s.  2d.  is  apparently 
the  cost  of  the  gravel  quarry,  and  although  you  have  removed  a  lot  of  quarry,  the 
value  is  still  the  same  ? — Much  greater. 

2283.  Would  it  theu  be  underestimated? — Yes. 

2284.  By  how  much? — The  present  value  is  £2,500. 

2285.  The  wash-houses  and  ground  also  figure  at  £2,712,  which  is  practically  the 
cost? — Yes,  that  is  the  cost. 

2286.  Is  not  that  the  present  value  ? — No,  that  is  not  the  present  value,  that  is 
what  it  cost  us ;  we  have  23  acres  of  ground,  and  we  put  the  value  down  at  about 
£7,000. 

2287.  The  wagon  shed  in  Stegmann’s  Road,  that  is  put  down  at  what  it  cost  ? — 

Yes,  but  it  is  not  worth  more  than  that. 

2288.  Apparently  these  are  the  only  assets  +hat  are  understated  ? —Yes,  these 
would  be  the  only  assets  understated. 

2289.  There  is  no  Municipal  land  held  by  the  Council  ? — No,  except  this  land  at 
the  wash-house  and  the  stables,  which  amount  to  23  acres. 

2290.  What  is  the  actual  value  of  the  wash-house  and  ground  ? — The  land  £7,000, 
the  wash-house  and  caretaker’s  house  £1,500,  making  a  total  of  £8,500. 

2 i 9 1 .  But  this  would  still  leave  your  assets  considerably  less  than  your  liabili¬ 
ties  ? — Yes. 

2292.  The  increase  values  that  you  have  given  us  come  to  about  £11,815  ? — Yes. 

2293.  As  against  some  £15,000  that  would  have  to  come  out  of  the  assets  and 
expenditure  such  as  on  roads,  sidepaths,  &c.,  so  that  that  would  leave  your  liabilities 
some  £6,000  more  than  your  assets;  is  not  that  so? — Yes,  it  appears  so  from  the 
figures.  Of  course  these  valuations  that  we  have  given  now  are  only  approximate. 

The  land  might  be  worth  a  good  deal  more. 

2294.  Now,  the  Couucilis  proposing  to  borrow  another  £26,000  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

2295.  Is  that  in  any  way  for  the  purchase  of  what  will  afterwards  be  assets,  or  is 
that  all  to  be  spent  on  such  works  as  widening  of  roads  and  so  on  ? — About  £20.000 
is  to  be  paid  on  construction  of  roads  under  Act  41  of  1899,  so  that  in  25  years’  time 
the  owners  will  be  required  to  repay  three-fourths  of  that  expenditure,  the  Council 
bearing  one-fourth. 

2296.  All  for  that  principally  ? — Yes,  £20,000  of  it. 

2297.  Consequently  really  from  that  point  of  view  three-fourths  of  that  amount 
would  represent  a  valuable  asset  ?— Yes. 

2298.  Now,  since  the  first  of  July  last  I  think  you  have  introduced  the  Depart¬ 
mental  system  instead  of  the  Contract  system  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

2299.  Have  you  fouud  that  it  economises  or  otherwise  ? — So  far  as  it  has  gone  we 
find  that  it  economises.  1  might  say  that  it  economises  a  good  deal,  because  we  are 
doing  about  one-third  more  work  for  the  same  money  ;  besides,  from  a  sanitary  point 
of  view  the  work  is  more  efficiently  done.  There  is  no  comparison  between  the  past 
and  the  present. 
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2600.  W  hy  is  not  the  sanitary  deposit  ground  bought  for  £151  odd  and  paid  from 
the  1889-’92  loan  included  jin  assets  ?  Does  it  represent  the  purchase  of  ground  ? — 
Well,  I  presume  it  does  ;  it  took  place  before  I  became  Town  Clerk. 

2301.  Do  you  know  where  this  land  is  situated? — It  is  situated  just  between 
Belvidere-road  and  a  short  distance  from  Lansdowne-road,  the  eastern  boundary' 
scarcely  comes  up  to  the  boundary  of  the  Belvidere-road,  which  is  in  front  of  the 
Lansdowne  lioad,  running  in  that  direction.  I  presume  the  £151  would  be  included 
in  the  assets  which  appear  for  the  wash-house  and  land,  in  the  £7,000. 

2302.  It  is  not  included  in  the  cost  of  the  wash-house? — Oh,  no. 

2303.  At  any  rate  it  is  an  asset  ? — Yes. 

2304.  About  what  value  ? — I  cannot  say. 

2305.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Is  not  the  ground  that  the  sanitary  deposit  and  the  wash¬ 
house  are  on  all  one  ? — Yes,  we  take  it  as  a  whole — 23  acres. 

2306.  Mr.  Gurney .]  So  that  the  whole  thing  would  be  included  in  the  valuation 
of  £8,500  ?— Yes. 


[ From  this  stage  Mr.  Donnan  principally  answered  all  the  questions .] 

2307.  Mr.  Stewart.']  Do  I  understand  you  to  say,  Mr.  Donnan,  that  you  were 
a  member  of  the  old  Liesbeek  Municipality  ? — No. 

2308.  Do  you  know  the  number  of  Councillors  that  were  on  it  ? — No,  I  could  not 

give  that  information.  . 

2309.  How  do  you  know  that  it  was  not  a  question  of  waterworks  that  led  tD 
that  split  ? — Well,  I  am  speaking  from  memory,  and  from  the  general  impression  that 
has  been  left  on  my  mind  it  was  on  account  of  a  good  many  questions,  and  probably 
the  water  was  one  of  them,  but  I  don’t  think  it  was  the  sole  one. 

2310.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  water  was  the  question  which  began  the  difference 
which  led  to  the  split  ? — I  could  not  say. 

2311.  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  offer  as  to  whether  the  boundary  between  two 
Municipalities  should,  be  the  centre  of  the  street,  or  of  properties  between  two  streets  ? 
Well,  from  a  Municipal  point  of  view  I  would  say  between  the  properties  for  the 
administration  of  roads  ;  there  would  be  less  friction  in  that  case  than  there  is  now. 

2312.  With  the  centre  of  the  road  as  boundary,  you  have  to  put  down  two  sets  of 
sewers,  and  two  sets  of  water  pipes  ? — That  is  so. 

2313.  Mr.  Dyer.]  What  system  of  night  soil  removal  have  you  ? — Tub  system. 

2314.  Duplicate  system  ? — Yes. 

2315.  And  the  removal  is  done  in  tanks  ? — No,  in  pails  with  sealed  lids. 

2316.  And  is  taken  away,  how  ? — In  wagons. 

2317.  And  how  do  you  dispose  of  it  ? — It  is  deposited  on  this  special  piece  of 
ground,  of  23  acres,  at  the  wash-house,  in  trenches. 

2318.  Do  you  make  any  use  of  the  ground  after  that? — Yes,  we  cultivate  that ; 
we  use  a  considerable  portion  of  that  ground  where  night  soil  has  been  deposited  for 
growing  forage  for  our  horses,  which  form  part  of  our  Municipal  plant. 

2319.  And  it  answers  all  right  ? — Yes,  it  is  excellent. 

2320.  That  is  plant  employed  in  this  service  and  is  included  in  the  plant  that  the 
Town  Clerk  has  given  us  ? — Yes,  it  is  included  in  that. 

2321.  I  suppose  we  may  take  it  that  the  large  increase  of  expenditure  in 
exoess  of  your  revenue  is  due  to  a  corresponding  increase  of  population  ? — Yes. 

2322.  And  the  construction  of  a  number  of  new  streets  and  so  on? — Yes,  it  has 
been  largely  owing  to  that,  and  besides,  during  the  last  two  years  there  has  been  an 
enormous  amount  of  extra  expenditure  thrown  upon  us  by  the  outbreak  of  plague ; 
that  we  had  to  face  as  it  could  not  be  put  off,  although  we  had  an  insufficiency  of 
revenue. 

2323.  That  expenditure  would  not  be  incurred  continually  ?'■ — Not  unless  there  is 
a  recurrence  of  the  same  thing. 

2324.  And  the  increase  of  revenue  will  eventually  wipe  off  the  extra 
expenditure  ? — Yes,  for  instance  our  plant  spreads  over  a  period  of  ten  years,  and 
we  knock  off  the  total  depreciation  yearly. 

2325.  Dr.  Gregory.]  You  have  adopted  this  Act  No.  41  of  1899  ? — Yes. 

2326.  Do  you  know  whether  Wynberg  has  adopted  it  ? — I  could  not  say. 

2327.  And  Bondebosch  ?— Yes,  it  has. 

2328.  In  Section  7  of  the  Act  it  provides  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  owner 
of  property  to  sell  such  property  in  sub-divided  portions  without  first  submitting  a  plan 
of  such  sub-division  to  the  Council,  which  must  be  inspected  and  approved  of  by  the 
Council,  and  it  must  arrange  for  all  new  roads  on  that  property  before  it  can  be  sold. 
Do  you  remember  that  provision  ? — Yes. 

2329.  Now,  in  the  case  of  property  partly  in  the  one  Municipality  and  partly  in 
the  other,  would  not  that  create  a  considerable  amount  of  difficulty  ? — The  difficulty 
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would  lie  with  the  owners.  I  don’t  think  it  would  create  much  difficulty  with  the  Messrs. 
Municipality.  HvghLjm*m 

2330.  And  that  is  what  I  want  to  get  at.  The  one  Council  might  say  that  the  David  Walker. 
ground  is  to  be  cut  up  and  roads  made  in  one  form,  and  the  other  Council  might  — 
stipulate  another,  and  so  the  owner  might  not  be  able  to  sell  the  ground  at  all  ? — That  21st 
is  one  of  the  risks  that  a  speculator  would  have  to  take. 

2331.  So  that  there  being  two  Councils,  there  is  a  risk  to  owners  of  properties  in 
oase  of  sub-dividing  it  ? — Yes,  there  is  a  certain  risk. 

2332.  Chairman .]  On  the  question  of  waterworks,  we  would  like  to  get  one  or 
two  points  from  you.  I  think  you  said  that  ip  1881  the  four  Village  Management 
Board  Areas  of  Wynberg,  Claremont,  Mowbray  and  Rondebosch  were  united  ? — Yes. 

2333.  United  under  the  Act  that  was  then  passed  in  18^2  ? — Yes. 

2334.  Then  perhaps  you  remember  that  about  that  time  there  was  a  Company 
started  called  the  Cape  Town  Table  Mountain  Water  Supply  Company? — Yes. 

2335.  That  Company  owned  the  water  ? — Yes 

2336.  Did  they  give  water  to  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

2337.  You  were  here  at  that  time  ? — Yes. 

2338.  That  was  the  first  time  that  the  Table  Mountain  water  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  private  Company  ? — Yes. 

2339.  Do  you  remember  why  that  Act  was  never  given  effect  to  ?  Do  you 
remember  any  talk  of  their,  not  having  rating  powers  for  the  Municipality  ? — No,  I 
don’t  remember  that;  I  left  for  England  just  about  that  time,  and  I  remained  away 
about  four  3' ears  ;  on  my  return  the  Waterworks  had  inaugurated  their  supply. 

2340.  You  came  back  in  1886  ? — Yes. 

2341.  Did  you  become  a  Town  Councillor  then  ? — No. 

2342.  Do  you  remember  that  the  Company  offered  the  Liesbeek  Municipality 
their  water-supply  or  their  waterworks  ? — No. 

2343.  Do  you  remember  that  about  that  time  Cape  Town  and  Wynberg  also  got 
water  powers  on  Table  Mountain  ? — Yes. 

2344.  So  that  we  may  take  it  that  the  split  in  the  suburbs  that  you  mention  had 
a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  water  question  ? — Probably  so. 

2345.  A  little  while  after  that  a  new  Water  Company  came  into  existence,  having 
their  headquarters  in  your  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

2346.  That  was  for  the  Albion  Spring,  theKommetje  Spring,  and  those  places? — 

Yes. 


2347.  And  the  reversion  of  that  Company’s  supply  you  have  in  Claremont  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  so. 

2348.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Water  Boards? — Yes. 

2349.  Do  you  regard  the  property  of  the  Water  Board  as  an  asset  of  the  Munici¬ 
palities  concerned  ? — Yes  ;  I  regard  it  as  an  asset  for  the  combined  Municipalities. 

2350.  For  the  combined  Municipalities,  in  what  way? — As  far  as  I  can  see,  the 
Act  does  not  stipulate  any  sharing  of  interest  or  of  profits  in  the  event  of  sales.  It 
makes  no  provision  for  that,  and  I  look  upon  it  as  being  an  asset  for  the  four  Munici¬ 
palities.  Originally  it  belonged  only  to  the  two  Municipalities,  Claremont  and  Wood- 
stock,  but  Mowbray  and  Rondebosoh  afterwards  joined,  and  each  has  a  quarter  share 
of  the  water.  I  therefore  regard  it  as  an  asset  for  the  four  combined  Municipalities. 

2351.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  has  not  your  Council  given  a  guarantee  to  the  Bank 
for  the  Water  Committee  in  respect  of  one-fourth  of  the  money  invested  in  that  scheme  ? 
— Yes,  that  is  so. 

2352.  Then  you  have  a  liability  of  £75,000,  and  that  being  so,  you  must  have  an 
asset  of  a  corresponding  amount  ? — The  Act  does  not  seem  to  imply  that. 

2353.  But  does  it  imply  that  you  have  a  division  of  liabilities  ? — Yes,  I  think  it 

does. 

2354.  Does  it  more  imply  that  you  have  a  liability  of  £75,000  than  that  you 
should  have  an  asset  to  that  extent  as  a  set-off  ? — Well,  it  is  a  peculiar  Act ;  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  Act  provided  a  Committee  which  was  to  be  chosen  by  the  four  Muni¬ 
cipalities.  Their  representatives  on  the  Committee  have  the  power  over  the  water- 
supply,  but  it  does  not  seem  that  any  provision  has  been  made  for  division  of  assets. 

2355.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  a  special  block  of  land  administered  by  the  Committee 
is  within  the  Municipal  area  of  Claremont  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

2356.  And  the  main  source  of  water-supply  is  in  Rondebosch  ? — Yes. 

2357.  And  the  plant  is  distributed  over  all  four  Municipalities? — Yes.. 

2358.  In  your  valuation  of  the  propertv  of  Claremont,  do  you  include  that  land 
which  is  administered  by  tlie  Committee  ? — Yes,  we  include  it. 

2359.  As  part  of  your  valuation  ? — Yes. 

2360.  Do  you  rate  for  it  ?  —  Yes. 
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2361.  Who  pays  the  rates? — The  old  Company  used  to  pay  the  rates,  and  the 
Committee  has  been  rated  since. 

2362.  In  respect  of  that  land  ? — Yes. 

2363.  Then  it  must  be  some  one’s  asset,  otherwise  you  oould  not  rate  for  it  ? — We 
are  only  able  to  rate  it  as  land  lying  within  the  Municipality. 

2364.  Do  you  oonsider  the  water-supply  fairly  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Claremont? — No,  we  don’t  get  the  supply  that  we  want,  there  is  not 
sufficient  water. 

2365.  It  is  not  only  not  sufficient,  but  you  have  no  means  at  present  of  giving 
water  to  some  houses  owing  to  their  situation  ? — That  is  so. 

2366.  And  to  meet  that  difficulty  you  are  constructing  a  new  reservoir  ? — Yes. 

2367.  The  charge  for  water  to  the  consumer,  I  think  is  £2  10s.  for  100  gallons 
per  day  per  annum  ? — Yes. 

2368.  And  that  leaves  a  very  considerable  margin  in  your  general  account  ? — 

Yes. 

2369.  What  is  done  with  the  surplus  ? — Well,  we  had  to  raise  a  loan  for  which 
we  pay  five  per  cent,  in  order  to  take  over  the  old  Company,  and  after  liquidating  that, 
we  have  considerably  over  £1,000  devoted  to  the  construction  of  the  new  reservoir. 

2370.  And  you  think  it  is  fair  to  do  that  ? — Yes,  we  cannot  divert  the  money  in 
any  other  way. 

2371.  Have  the  Councils  been  consulted  in  that  ? — No,  I  don’t  think  the  Councils 
were  consulted  in  regard  to  that ;  the  Act  specifies  the  procedure. 

2372.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  have  never  published  a  financial  statement  so  that 
the  consumers  could  see  what  was  being  done  with  the  money  ? — There  has  been  a 
financial  statement  sent  to  the  Municipalities,  but  it  has  not  been  published. 

2373.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  consumers  don’t  know  that  they  are  paying  a  good 
deal  more  for  the  water  than  it  costs  ? — Yes,  but  I  think  you  cannot  charge  the  bare 
cost  under  the  working  of  the  Committee,  we  have  only  had  a  short  period,  and  the 
Committee  should  first  see  how  things  go.  There  have  been  so  many  things  to  attend 
to :  first  of  all  there  was  the  taking  over  of  the  Company,  and  there  is  the  augmenting 
of  the  water-supply.  We  have  not  had  time  to  tell  as  yet  what  the  profit  would  be. 

2374.  But  the  broad  fact  remains  that  you  are  getting  more  revenue  from  this 
water  charge  than  the  water  costs  ? — Yes. 

2375.  And  leaving  a  surplus  ? — Yes. 

2376.  And  that  you  spent  on  new  works? — Yes. 

2377.  Practically  without  the  knowledge  of  the  consumers  of  the  water? — No,  the 
returns  are  sent  to  the  various  Municipalities,  and  the  memb  >rs  of  these  Municipalities 
representing  the  consumers  have  the  information. 

2378.  The  members  of  the  Councils,  yes,  but  the  individual  consumer  does  not 
know? — No,  I  must  say  that  the  order  of  things  which  existed  at  first  has  now  been 
altered.  Formerly  the  Committee’s  deliberations  were  in  committee  from  which 
the  press  was  excluded ;  since  then  it  has  been  decided  to  admit  the  press  so  that  all 
the  transactions  of  the  Committee  are  now  public,  a,nd  I  take  it  that  at  the  end  of  the 
financial  year  the  Balance  Sheet  will  be  produced  in  the  usual  way. 

2379.  Mr.  Gurnet/.']  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  statement  referred  to  is  rendered  by  the 
Suburban  Municipal  Water  Board  to  each  of  the  Municipalities  and  lies  on  the  table 
where  it  is  available  for  any  ratepayer  if  he  chooses  to  apply  for  it  ? — Yes. 

2380.  Chairman.]  For  the  purpose  of  augmenting  this  supply  of  water,  what 
works  are  you  constructing  or  what  schemes  have  you  in  hand? — We  are  at  present 
constructing  a  reservoir  with  a  capacity  of  30,000,000  gallons,  and  when  that  is  finished 
we  shall  be  able  to  supply  the  highest  points  in  Claremont  and  Woodstock. 

2381.  And  that  is  going  to  cost? — £71,000. 

2382.  Is  that  a  fair  price  to  have  to  pay  for  a  small  reservoir  like  that  ? — Yes,  it 
is  a  fair  price,  it  was  the  lowest  tender  for  the  work. 

2383.  Does  not  that  compare  unfavourably  with  other  reservoirs  in  the  matter  of 
price  and  storage  capacity  ? — Probably  it  may  ;  experience  has  been  that  the  reservoirs 
have  cost  far  in  excess  of  their  estimates.  I  believe  that  was  the  case  with  Cape  Town, 
when  the  cost  of  their  reservoir  far  exceeded  the  estimates. 

2384.  To  put  that  plainly,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  your  reservoir  will  cost  twice  as 
much  per  million  gallon  capacity  as  the  Cape  Town  reservoir  cost  ?--  Well,  I  have  not 
the  comparative  figures  in  my  mind,  so  I  cannot  say. 

2385.  To  take  a  comparison,  the  figures  that  have  been  put  in  showed  that  the 
Woodhead  Reservoir  is  to  hold  225,000,000  gallons,  and  will  cost  only  £140,000  ;  and 
for  your  reservoir  the  figures  show  that  you  are  going  to  pay  £71,000  for  a  reservoir 
which  is  to  hold  only  30,000,000  gallons  ? — Yes,  that  is  so 

2386.  Can  you  explain  how  that  comes  about? — Well,  the  explanation  is  this,  that 
the  situation  is  altogether  different ;  on  Table  Mountain  they  simply  build  a  wall  at 
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the  one  end  of  the  valley  and  our  reservoir  is  to  be  built  on  the  side  of  the  mountain 
where  a  great  deal  of  excavation  will  have  to  be  done,  besides  which  we  will  have  to 
construct  huge  concrete  walls  to  contain  the  water.  Our  reservoir  has  a  clay  bed,  and 
altogether  the  positions  of  the  two  are  so  different  that  you  cannot  draw  a  comparison. 

2387.  I  am  not  thinking  so  muoh  of  the  nature  of  the  works,  but  I  am  looking  at 
the  relative  advantages  to  the  consumers  of  the  water  ?  Could  not  the  £71,000  have 
been  spent  in  a  way  which  would  have  given  a  much  better  supply  of  water  to  the 
consumers  ? — I  don’t  know,  probably  that  might  have  been  done,  but  I  might  say  as  an 
argument  in  favour  of  the  Committee,  that  the  position  of  getting  a  reservoir  was  of  such 
a  nature,  and  considering  the  ruling  prices  at  the  present  time,  that  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  the  Committee  to  have  got  a  cheaper  estimate,  which  under  those  circum¬ 
stances  I  consider  very  low. 

2388.  And  you  think  that  it  was  a  just  thing  to  spend  the  money  in  that  way  in 
the  interest  of  the  ratepayers  ? — We  had  no  power  at  that  time  to  go  further  afield  ;  the 
various  Councils  were  consulted  in  regard  to  this,  and  they  authorised  the  expenditure 
to  be  undertaken  by  the  Committee. 

2389.  Did  you  submit  the  matter  to  the  individual  Councils? — Yes. 

2390.  And  a  resolution  was  passed  in  support  of  that  by  each  Council  ? — Yes. 

2391.  Have  you  any  other  scheme  afoot? — There  were  two  schemes  afoot — the 
Steenbras  River  Scheme  and  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  River  Scheme.  There  have  been 
several  inspections  of  those  localities,  but  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme  has  been  withdrawn 
from  the  Committee’s  participation  in  it.  When  it  was  offered  in  the  first  instance  I  was 
present  at  one  inspection,  and  it  was  after  that  that  it  has  been  withdrawn,  for  what 
reason  I  do  not  know. 

2392.  Have  you  a  resolution  from  the  Woodstock  Council  to  that  effect  ? — There 
has  been  a  decision  to  that  effect. 

2393.  Have  they  approached  you  by  resolution? — -They  invited  the  Munici¬ 
palities  and  the  Committee  to  inspect  the  sources  of  supply. 

2394.  Did  they  at  that  time  intimate  that  it  was  their  intention  to  place  that 
supply  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  ?— Yes. 

2395.  And  that  has  now  been  altered  ? — Yes. 

2396.  With  reference  to  the  Steenbras  River  Scheme,  when  that  was  first  mooted, 
was  the  same  intimation  made  to  the  Committee  ? — Yes. 

2397.  And  that  still  continues  ? — Yes. 

2398.  Has  the  Committee  given  any  declaration  in  favour  of  the  one  or  the 
other  ? — The  Committee  has  not  decided,  but  I  may  say  that  the  various  Munici¬ 
palities  were  approached  in  regard  to  the  desirability  of  taking  one  or  other  or  both  of 
these  schemes.  Claremont  Council  gave  a  favourable  reply  to  take  the  Steenbras  River 
Scheme.  Of  course,  they  would  like  taking  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  if  they  could  get  it. 
There  has  been  a  motion  brought  forward  in  the  Committee  to  take  over  the  Steen¬ 
bras  River  on  the  terms  offered  by  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray.  That  has  not  come  to 
a  vote  yet,  but  it  will  be  in  a  meeting  or  two. 

2399.  You  are  aware  that  there  are  some  difficulties  now  with  reference  to  the 
Steenbras  Scheme? — I  don’t  know  that  there  is  any  difficulty  as  regards  that  scheme. 

2400.  Is  there  not  a  legal  difficulty  in  connection  with  it  ? — Well,  there  is  only 
one  owner  lower  down  to  deal  with,  and  that  is  not  a  formidable  difficulty,  but  one 
which  could  be  met. 

2401.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  your  powers  in  that  respect? — Do  you  consider 
that  you  have  the  power  as  a  Committee  to  acquire  that  property  and  the  rights  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Steenbras  River,  and  to  bring  the  water  from  there  to  your  con¬ 
sumers  in  the  four  Municipalities  ? — Not  alone,  we  would  require  the  sanction  of  the 
various  Municipalities. 

2402.  Would  they  all  have  to  give  their  sanction  ? — I  think  a  majority  should 
carry.  Of  course,  that  is  my  individual  opinion. 

2403.  Dr.  Gregory .]  That  is  not  the  opinion  of  your  legal  adviser? — I  have  not 
seen  that  opinion. 

2404.  Did  not  your  Committee  take  any  such  opinion  ? — They  are  taking 
Counsel’s  opinion,  but  I  have  not  heard  it  yet. 

2405.  Chairman.~\  Then  suppose  one  of  these  Municipalities  want  one  scheme, 
and  are  very  strongly  in  favour  of  it,  and  the  other  three  Municipalities  are  in  favour 
of  another  scheme,  how  do  you  propose  to  deal  with  the  one  Municipality  if  they  won’t 
go  in  ? — I  take  it  we  will  have  to  submit  to  the  majority. 

2406.  Do  you  think  the  majority  has  compelling  power? — Yes,  the  constitution  of 
the  Committee  is  similar  to  the  constitution  of  the  Councils,  and  the  majority  carries. 

2407.  At  present  you  are  supplying  Maitland  as  well  as  the  other  Municipalities  ? 
— Yes,  the  old  Water  Company,  or  Albion  Spring  Water  Works,  used  to  supply  Mait¬ 
land,  and  we  have  not  withdrawn  it. 
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2408.  It  has  been  going  on  all  that  time  ? — Yes,  we  are  not  compelled  to  do  so, 
though. 

2409.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  You  have  read  the  Act  constituting  your  Committee  ? — Yes. 

2410.  Then  you  are  aware  that  you  cannot  undertake  any  scheme  outside  the 
Distriot  of  the  Cape  Division  ? — Yes,  there  is  a  clause  to  that  effect.  I  take  it  that 
would  require  an  amended  Act  of  Parliament.  We  can  only  borrow  up  to  £500,000, 
and  at  present  we  are  applying  for  £300,000,  which  will  leave  only  £200,000  to  work 
with,  and  that  would  be  inadequate  for  a  fresh  scheme  ;  the  only  way  would  he  to  get 
a  new  Act  with  fresh  borrowing  powers. 

2411.  So  praotioally  it  would  be  premature  for  you  to  consider  such  a  scheme 
until  you  get  fresh  power  ? — I  don’t  think  it  is  premature,  because  as  practical  men  we 
have  to  look  to  the  future,  and  I  think  we  should  be  failing  in  our  duty  if  we  had  not 
taken  up  all  the  resources,  and  we  are  pretty  safe  in  anticipating  that  the  power 
required  will  be  granted  to  the  Committee  idtimately. 

2412.  Have  you  any  contemplation  of  getting  an  amended  Act? — Yes. 

2413.  The  Act  provides  for  two  classes  of  rates  by  Seotion  4  and  subsequent 
Sections,  you  can  levy  a  rate  ? — Yes. 

2414.  I  mean  all  the  Municipalities  ? — Yes. 

2415.  And  under  Section  18  you  can  levy  charges  for  water,  and  at  present  you 
are  levying  such  charges,  are  you  not  ? — Yes. 

2416.  Through  these  charges  you  are  able  at  any  rate  to  pay  £4,000  towards  the 
construction  of  a  new  reservoir  ? — Yes. 

2417.  But  as  I  read  the  Act,  you  should  levy  a  rate,  or  the  Municipality  should, 
in  order  to  pay  interest  on  loans,  and  to  provide  for  all  other  claims? — Well,  I  look 
upon  it  as  being  an  alternative ;  of  course  we  took  over  the  assets  of  the  old  Board 
who  levied  the  specific  charge  of  £2  10s.  per  100  gallons  per  day  per  annum.  We 
have  continued  that  and  are  simply  carrying  on  the  old  arrangements.  Whether  we 
will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  permanent  rate  would  be  the  better  way,  is  for  the 
future  to  determine. 

2418.  Have  you  not  considered  the  question  of  whether  you  should  reduce  your 
water  rate  and  levy  a  Municipal  rate  ? — No,  that  has  not  been  discussed  to  my  know¬ 
ledge  ;  I  might  say  that  I  have  only  been  a  few  months  on  the  Committee. 

2419.  Mr.  De  Villiers.~\  You  say  that  you  have  no  power  to  go  out  of  the  Cape 
Division  ? — According  to  this  Act,  not. 

2420.  But  all  the  Municipalities  can  go  out  of  the  Cape  Division  ? — Yes,  they  can 
under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

2421.  Of  1897  ?— Yes. 

2422.  And  they  could  empower  you  to  go  ? — Yes. 

2423.  Then  you  would  not  need  an  Act  for  that  ? — Probably  for  that  we  would 

not. 

2424.  Do  you  know  the  Wynberg  Water  Supply  Act,  No.  34  of  1887  ? — No,  I 
do  not  know  that  Act. 

2425.  They  can  give  you  the  right  to  obtain  a  supply ;  and  you  can  join  their 
Water  Scheme  within  a  certain  period  by  giving  notice  under  Section  20  of  that  Act 
that  you  claim  a  share  in  that  water  supply  ?  Claremont  and  Rondebosch  both  have 
this  right,  now  do  you  know  why  they  did  not  avail  themselves  of  it  ? — I  could  not  say, 
I  was  not  a  member  then  of  the  Municipality,  and  I  don’t  know  their  reasons. 

2426.  You  said  you  were  considering  the  question  of  taking  over  the  Steenbras 
River  Scheme  :  what  does  that  mean,  sharing  it  or  taking  it  over  solely  for  your¬ 
selves? — No,  the  offer  has  been  made  by  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  who  practically 
own  the  scheme  at  present,  and  they  offered  to  sell  their  rights  at  cost  price  plus  expenses 
up  to  date. 

2427.  Then  you  were  not  speaking  of  their  sharing  altogether  ? — The  motion  was 
to  accept  it  and  take  it  over  at  the  discretion  of  the  Municipalities  of  coui’se. 

2428.  I  see  you  have  been  speaking  as  a  member  of  the  the  Water  Board,  and  not 
as  a  member  of  the  Council? — Yes. 

2429.  We  have  it  that  the  Water  Board  has  legal  opinion  on  the  question  of  one 
Municipality  undertaking  a  supply  ? — I  don’t  know,  I  have  not  seen  the  opinion. 

2430.  Chairman .]  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  told  us  that  the  Councils  have 
an  opinion  on  the  question  of  any  of  the  four  Municipalities  going  in  for  their  own  water- 
supply,  and  told  us  he  would  let  us  have  a  copy  of  it  ? — I  have  not  seen  it. 

2431.  Mr.  Stewa>t.~\  I  think  you  said  you  did  not  know  why  the  Claremont 
Municipality  did  not  claim  to  join  the  Wynberg  Scheme  ? — No. 

2432.  Can  you  tell  us  who  was  the  Mayor  of  Claremont  at  that  time  ? — What 
year  was  that  ? 

2433.  1887-1888  ?— Mr.  J.  C.  Molteno. 
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2434.  I  suppose  the  Mayor  at  that  time  would  be  able  to  give  us  some  enlighten¬ 
ment  on  that  question  ? — I  have  no  doubt. 

2435.  Do  you  know  what  the  ratepayers  in  Wynberg  have  to  pay  for  the  water 
per  100  gallons  for  a  house  per  year? — No,  I  don’t  know. 

2436.  You  don’t  happen  to  know  that  it  is  about  £2  ? — I  believe  it  is  somewhere 
about  that,  but  as  I  am  not  residing  there,  I  am  not  conversant  with  their  charges. 

2437.  Assuming  that  the  Wynberg  people  pay  £2  and  the  other  Municipalities 
£2  10s.,  it  appears  that  the  disruption  has  meant  an  increased  charge  to  the  rate¬ 
payers  of  the  latter  ? — The  present  Board  took  the  matter  over  as  a  going  concern, 
and  keep  it  on  at  the  same  price  which  the  Company  charged  before  them,  and  when 
the  matter  was  considered  by  the  arbitration,  we  found  that  a  good  deal  of  the  plant 
had  depreciated  very  considerably.  We  knew  that  the  mains  would  require  to  be 
relaid  in  several  points,  we  also  knew  that  we  could  not  increase  our  capital,  but  would 
have  to  maintain  these  works  out  of  revenue,  and  I  therefore  think  that  it  would  have 
been  unwise  for  the  Board  to  have  reduced  their  charges  before  they  have  had  two  or 
three  years  experience  of  the  working  of  the  business. 

2438.  At  present  the  householder  in  Claremont  has  to  pay  £2  10s.  where  the 
householder  in  Wynberg  only  pays  £2  ? — Yes. 

2439.  In  your  capacity  as  a  Councillor  of  Claremont,  do  you  know  anything 
about  the  Fernwood,  Poplar  and  Snake  Streams? — Well,  as  a  part  owner,  I  know  a 
little  about  the  Fernwood  Stream. 

2440.  Can  you  tell  us  where  that  water  Hows  to  in  the  ordinary  course  ? — At 
present  all  the  extra  water  is  distributed  through  the  grounds  of  Fernwood  for  Mr. 
Rudd’s  use. 

2441.  And  any  surplus  ? — Mr.  Rudd  had  the  power  to  use  every  drop  of  that 
water  ;  he  used  it  up  in  his  garden  by  irrigation.  In  the  summer  time  he  used  up 
every  drop,  but  I  suppose  in  the  ordinary  course  the  residue  would  go  to  the 
Liesbeek  River. 

2442.  Supposing  the  water  was  not  interrupted  on  the  way,  where  would  it  go 
to  ? — To  the  Liesbeek  River. 

2443.  There  are  some  water  rights  on  the  Liesbeek  River  ? — Yes,  I  believe  so. 

2444.  And  have  any  of  the  riparian  owners  along  the  Liesbeek  River  objected  to 
the  diversion  of  the  water  for  the  purposes  of  the  Waterworks  Company  ? — Not  to 
my  knowledge. 

2445.  Has  that  water  been  diverted  yet  ? — Are  you  speaking  of  the  Fernwood 
Spring  ? 

2446.  Yes. — It  has  not  been  diverted  yet. 

2447.  Have  the  Waterworks  Board  as  yet  diverted  any  of  the  water  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  the  inhabitants  ? — No. 

2448.  Can  you  give  us  any  instances  of  storage  reservoirs  which  would  enable  you 
to  draw  a  comparison  in  regard  to  the  outlay  of  £71,000,  which  you  propose  to  spend  on 
one  having  a  capacity  of  30,000,000  ?  Can  you  say  whether  it  is  an  extraordinary  price 
or  not  compared  with  similar  reservoirs  ? — 1  am  not  prepared  to  go  into  that. 

2449.  Mr.  La>crence.~\  I  should  like  to  know  whether  in  considering  the 
construction  of  the  proposed  new  works,  as,  for  instance,  the  spending  of  £71,000 
on  that  reservoir,  you  consult  the  ratepayers  of  the  four  Municipalities  ? — The  rate¬ 
payers  have  delegated  their  power  to  the  Committee.  Section  2  of  Act  No.  34  of 
1898  gives  you  an  answer  to  that,  it  reads  as  follows :  “  The  said  Councils  shall  when  it 
becomes  necessary  or  expedient  so  to  do,  have  full  power  and  authority,  acting  jointly, 
from  time  to  time  to  take  all  necessary  steps  to  augment  the  water  supply  of  the  Dis¬ 
tricts  through  and  over  which  the  Company’s  operations  extend  and  within  the  Cape 
Division  as  may  be  agreed  upon  in  such  manner  as  may  hereafter  be  decided  on  by  the 
said  Councils,  and  agreed  between  them  :  provided  that  nothing  in  this  Section  con¬ 
tained  shall  be  taken  to  confer  any  power  upon  ihe  said  Councils  to  borrow  any  sum 
beyond  the  said  sum  of  £500,000  sterling  for  the  above  purpose.”  So  that  Claremont 
gives  their  consent  to  the  Committee  to  complete  that  reservoir. 

2450.  Yes,  I  understand  that  the  powers  of  the  Water  Board  were  delegated  to 
them  by  the  Council  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

2451.  Now  then,  does  the  Council  consult  the  ratepayers? — They  did  in  regard  to 
the  taking  over  of  the  scheme.  This  Act  was  promulgated  by  consent  of  the 
ratepayers. 

2452.  Supposing  you  wish  to  spend  a  couple  of  hundred  thousand  pounds,  would 
you  consult  the  Councils  in  regard  to  the  spending  of  that  money  ? — Yes,  if  we  wanted 
to  exceed  our  borrowing  powers  provided  for  under  the  Act. 

2453.  Dr.  Gregory .]  You  have  already  £300,000  ? — Yes. 

2454.  And  you  cannot  borrow  over  the  £200,000  as  a  Board,  but  the  Counoils 
acting  jointly  can  borrow  it  ? — Yes. 
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2455.  And  they  acting  jointly  can  only  build  the  reservoir? — Yes,  and  that 
£71,000  will  be  paid  out  of  the  £300,000  which  they  borrowed. 

2456.  Mr.  Lawrence.']  My  point  is  this  :  supposing  the  Water  Board  wishes  to 
spend  another  £200.000,  do  they  have  to  consult  the  ratepayers  before  undertakiug 
this  new  work  ?  Do  they  have  to  submit  their  scheme,  or  could  they  spend,  the  money 
any  way  they  like  ?  Should  they  have  to  apply  to  the  Councils  and  the  Councils 
consult  the  ratepayers  ? — No,  under  the  Act  they  have  the  power. 

2457.  Cha  innan.]  Then  jmu  have  proceeded  to  spend  the  £71,000  borrowed 
without  the  Couucil  of  Claremont  consulting  the  ratepayers  of  Claremont  ? — Yes. 

2458.  Mr  Lawrence. ]  You  maintain  that  you  can  spend  the  other  £200,000 
without  consulting  the  ratepayers? — Yes.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  under  the 
Act. 

2459.  I  think  you  have  mentioned  the  Steenbras  River  Scheme,  and  also  the 
Oliphant’s  Hoek  River  Scheme  ? — Yes. 

2460.  And  what  is  your  opinion  of  them  ? — There  are  no  two  opinions  in  regard 
to  the  qualities  of  the  water  ;  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  is  superior  water,  but  I  don’t  think 
the  storage  capacity  is  so  good.  The  Steenbras  River  can  have  an  unlimited  quantity 
of  water  stored  for  very  much  less  cost. 

2461.  I  understand  that  Wynberg  has  a  very  good  water  supply,  is  that  so  ? — 

Yes. 

2462.  Have  they  surplus  ? — No,  they  had  a  shortfall  this  last  year  like  all  the 
other  portions  of  the  Peninsula  ;  they  could  not  supply  full  quantities. 

2463.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  schemes  than  have  bean  considered  by  the 
Municipalities  for  the  supply  of  the  Peninsula  outside  the  Steenbras  River  and  the 
Oliphants  Hoek  ? — No,  I  don’t  know  of  any,  although  I  think  there  has  been  some 
prospecting  on  Table  Mountain. 

2464.  Mr.  Stewart.']  Do  you  know  whether  the  shortness  of  water  at  Wynberg 
was  due  to  the  insufficiency  of  their  Waterworks  or  to  their  having  no  additional  water 
available  ? — Well,  I  understood,  though  I  cannot  speak  dogmatically,  that  the  streams 
gave  out  at  certain  periods  in  the  summer  with  the  result  that  they  could  not  supply 
their  ordinary  demand. 

2465.  Do  you  know  whether  a  large  quantity  flows  away  which  could  be  utilised 
if  proper  works  were  in  existence  ? — I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  that. 

2466.  Would  you  be  astonished  to  hear  that  on  the  Orange  Kloof  Farm  about  a 
million  and  a  half  gallons  per  day  actually  flow  away  which  could  be  rendered  avail¬ 
able  ? — Well,  I  am  not  aware  of  those  facts. 

2467.  Did  your  Board  ever  ask  Wynberg  whether  they  had  any  surplus  of  water 
which  they  could  dispose  of  to  your  Board  ? — The  Board  did  not  ask,  but  I  think  a 
portion  of  the  ratepayers  of  Claremont  made  application  to  Wynberg. 

2468.  Do  you  think  they  could  get  a  supply  of  water  without  the  consent  of  the 
Waterworks  Board  ? — Well,  the  application  was  made  during  the  reign  of  the  old 
Company ;  at  that  time  the  Company  was  not  in  a  position  to  supply  these  portions, 
and  the  ratepayers  made  application  to  Wynberg.  Wynberg  replied  that  the}7  would 
be  willing  to  supply  the  water  if  they  were  allowed  to  annex  that  part  of  Clare¬ 
mont,  which  our  Council  would  not  permit,  and. the  thing  fell  through. 

2469.  Do  you  know  whether  they  asked  to  get  this  supply  permanently,  or  for  a 
particular  season  ? — I  think  permanently. 

2470.  Chairman.]  You  have  no  interconnection  now  with  Wynberg  in  regard  tc 
the  water? — No. 

2471.  Are  you  under  an  obligation  to  meet  any  railway  demands  ? — We  supply 
them  up  to  120,000  gallons,  but  I  don’t  think  we  are  obliged  to.  We  take  them  as 
landowners. 

2472.  And  you  say  they  cannot  oall  upon  you  to  supply  a  given  minimum  of 
water  ? — No. 

2473.  Can  they  call  upon  you  for  any  amount  ? — Only  as  ordinary  ratepayers. 

2474.  Do  you  charge  the  Railway  Department  the  same  price  that  you  charge 
others  ? — I  think  they  have  a  reduced  tariff,  but  these  are  facts  relating  to  Municipal 
Water  matters  into  which  I  am  not  now  prepared  to  go. 

2475.  I  think  you  charge  the  Railway  Department  by  meter,  is  not  that  the  case  ? 
—Yes. 

2476.  You  contend  that  you  are  not  bound  to  supply  the  Railway  Department  ? — 
I  take  it  we  are  not,  beyond  their  right  as  ordinary  ratepayers. 

2477.  So  that  if  you  sell  to  them  60,000,000  gallons  iu  the  course  of  a  year,  you 
would  not  be  really  obliging  the  Railway  Department  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
ordinary  consumer  ? — N  o,  we  would  be  obliged  to  supply  them  in  the  ordinary  course 
as  ratepayers. 
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2478.  Does  the  Department  pay  rates  ? — They  own  land,  but  they  don’t  pay 
rates. 

2479.  What  do  they  use  the  water  for? — For  station  and  domestic  purposes,  and 
also  for  their  engines. 

2480.  You  cannot  differentiate  between  publio  uses  and  domestic  uses  ? — We 
cannot  for  household  purposes,  but  for  trade  purposes  we  can  refuse. 

2481.  Then  for  domestic  purposes  the  supply  would  be  to  the  Station  Master’s 
dwelling-houses  and  to  the  cottages? — Yes. 

2482.  What  do  you  pay  in  Claremont  for  water  for  the  streets? — Is.  per  1,000 
gallons. 

2483.  Does  the  Municipality  pay  that  to  the  Committee  ? — Yes. 

2484.  Is  that  the  only  use  that  you  make  of  the  water  publicly  ? — No,  we  use  it 
for  the  wash-house. 

2485.  And  by  paying  at  the  same  rate  ? — Yes. 

2486.  These  ratepayers  of  Claremont  who  wanted  Wynberg  to  supply  them  with 
water,  are  they  getting  any  supply  at  all  now  ? — No. 

2487.  They  are  without  a  supply  ? — Yes. 

2488.  Although  there  is  really  a  supply  at  baud,  if  it  were  not  for  these  arbitrary 
divisions  by  Municipal  boundaries  ? — Yes. 

2489.  Why  did  ( 'laremont  refuse  to  go  with  Wynberg  under  these  circumstances  ? 
— From  a  Municipal  point  of  view  it  would  not  have  been  a  wise  thing  to  alienate  any 
part  of  their  Municipality.  I  don’t  think  as  a  Municipality  we  could. 

2490.  Is  it  not  a  prime  duty  of  Councillors  as  rhe  local  authorities  to  supply  those 
inhabitants  with  water? — At  the  time  that  the  application  was  made  the  old  Company 
had  the  matter  in  hand,  and  the  Municipalities  had  no  power,  except  that  they 
intended  taking  over  the  Company  by  arbitration,  and  the  first  thing  they  did  when 
they  took  it  over  was  the  building  of  a  new  reservoir  in  order  to  supply  the  Paradise 
Estate,  which  is  at  a  very  high  level  in  Claremont,  and  also  the  higher  parts  of 
Woodstock. 

2491.  Is  that  why  you  are  putting  up  this  large  reservoir  ?  — Yes.  The  reason  is 
to  supply  these  two  high  levels,  Woodstock,  and  the  Paradise  Estate  in  Claremont. 

2492.  Do  I  understand  that  you  are  incurring  this  large  expenditure  on  the 
reservoir  merely  to  supply  an  area  which  could  under  existing  circumstances  be  well 
and  cheaply  supplied  from  Wynberg? — We  are  making  it  to  supply  a  want.  It  is 
for  the  whole  Municipality,  and  at  present  we  have  only  a  storage  capacity  of  750,000 
galloiH,  which  is  our  service  reservoir,  and  is  altogether  inadequa'e,  and  therefore  the 
Committee  decided  tc  complete  a  larger  reservoir  on  a  higher  altitude,  so  that  they 
could  have  a  larger  storage  capacity  and  be  able  to  supply  higher  points. 

2493.  If  it  were  not  for  the  high  portions  of  the  Municipality,  could  you  not 
have  increased  your  Municipal  supply  at  a  proportionately  less  expenditure  ? — I  don’t 
think  we  could  have  done  it  then ;  now  of  course  there  is  the  Fern  wood  supply,  which 
has  only  just  come  into  the  market,  and  from  that  the  Paradise  Estate  could  be 
supplied. 

2494.  Supposing  Wynberg,  Claremont,  and  Mowbray  were  amalgamated,  would 
you  then  consider  it  a  good  investment  to  complete  this  reservoir  ?  Could  not  Wyn¬ 
berg  have  supplied  all  the  needs  ? — No  ;  I  take  it  that  if  all  these  various  Munici¬ 
palities  amalgamated  they  would  have  to  go  further  afield  and  get  a  larger  storage 
capacity.  For  instance,  if  we  take  the  Steeubras  River  supply,  we  could  not  draw 
direct  from  the  mains,  bat  we  would  first  of  all  have  to  bring  it  into  our  reservoir. 

2495.  Does  it  not  advance  the  argument  that  these  reservoirs  at  a  high  altitude 
should  be  intended  to  supply  the  higher  parts  of  the  Suburbs  only  which  could  not  be 
supplied  by  the  Steeubras  River  or  any  other  similar  scheme  ? — The  Steenbras  River 
could  supply  almost  any  altitude,  as  it  runs  at  a  high  level. 

2496.  That  would  mean  pressure  ? — Yes,  it  would  have  to  be  broken  on  the  way. 

2497.  Then  you  could  not  carry  it  up  ? — The  storage  reservoir  would  be  high 
enough  to  supply  all  the  wants,  as  above  that  level  there  is  no  land  suitable  for  building. 

2498.  But  still  if  you  amalgamated,  Wynberg  Reservoir  would  serve  all  the  needs 
of  the  higher  points  ? — Yes,  but  when  this  reservoir  was  decided  upon  fhere  was  no 
idea  of  amalgamation. 

2499.  If  you  had  intended  that,  would  you  have  undertaken  this  reservoir  ? — 
Personally,  in  that  case  I  would  not  have  voted  for  it. 

2500.  Chairman .]  You  don’t  intend  to  pump  water  from  the  springs  into  the  upper 
reservoir  ? — We  can  if  we  need  to. 

2501.  Is  your  plant  or  engine  strong  enough  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

2502.  Mr.  Dyer.l  In  case  of  this  dam  not  being  erected,  you  could  not  supply  the 
upper  portions  of  Woodstock  ? — No,  for  that  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  have 
the  higher  reservoir. 
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2503.  Mr.  Laurence. ]  Could  Cape  Town  supply  Woodstook  ? — No,  Cape  Town 
could  uot  supply  itself  during  a  certain  period  of  the  year,  and  there  was  a  time  when 
the  old  Company  had  to  be  tacked  on  to  Cape  Town  to  help  them. 

2504.  But  I  am  referring  to  the  levels? — Yes,  as  regards  levels  Cape  Town  can 
supply  Woodstock. 

2505.  Mr.  Stewart.]  But  would  it  not  be  better  to  let  Wynberg  supply  the 
higher  levels  than  to  have  this  expensive  reservoir  ? — I  dare  say,  if  it  were  practicable 
to  amalgamate  Wynberg. 

2506.  Do  you  know  the  height  of  Kloof  Neck  above  Cape  Town  ? — No,  but  I 

take  it  to  be  about  900  feet.  ' 

2507.  Then  you  could  distribute  from  there  to  auy  level  in  Woodstock? — Yes. 

2508.  Between  Cape  Town  and  Wynberg  you  could  supply  all  the  higher  levels 
round  the  Peninsula? — Yes. 

2509.  You  have  referred  to  the  faot  that  it  was  necessary  to  receive  the  water  from 
the  Steenbras  River  into  a  storage  reservoir  ? — Yes. 

2510.  You  mean  really  a  service  reservoir? — Yes. 

2511.  Which  would  hold  two  or  three  days  supply  ? — Yes. 

2512.  So  that  you  would  not  require  it  to  be  that  size  ? — Well,  something  may  go 
wrong  with  the  pipes,  and  therefore  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  have  a  storage 
reservoir  in  order  to  tide  over  any  period  of  interruption.  I  am  not  an  engineer,  but 
still  that  appears  to  me  to  be  the  common  sense  view  of  it. 

2513.  Then  supposing  you  had  communication  with  the  supply  on  Table 
Mountain,  would  not  that  meet  you  in  respect  of  repairs  to  the  others  ? — Table 
Mountain  is  not  able  to  supply  Cape  Town,  and  therefore  it  would  be  folly  for  the 
suburbs  to  apply  to  Cape  Town  in  the  summer. 

2514.  Do  you  know  how  much  Table  Mountain  can  supply  per  day  ? — I  only 
know  that  it  could  not  supply  in  the  height  of  summer. 

2515.  When  was  that  ? — This  year. 

2516.  Do  you  know  how  much  water  was  in  store  even  this  year  ? — I  cannot 
answer  that,  but  I  know  that  many  ships  in  the  Bay  had  to  go  without  water  ;  in  fact, 
one  ship  had  to  supply  the  other. 

2517.  Supposing  Cape  Town  had  sufficient  works  to  conserve  all  the  water  available 
on  Table  Mountain,  would  it  not  be  able  to  supply  during  a  temporary  break  down 
between  this  and  Steenbras  River  ? — Yes,  if  it  could  conserve  all  the  water,  but  if  you 
ask  my  personal  opinion,  I  would  say  it  is  unwise  to  link  your  faith  on  one  point  only. 
Table  Mountain  might  give  out  at  any  time,  a  slight  shock  of  earthquake  might  put 
an  end  to  your  supply  there.  I  think  it  would  be  wiser  to  go  further  afield  and  get 
a  larger  supply,  and  I  think  the  Steenbras  River  is  a  suitable  field,  and  water  can  be 
stored  there  to  supply  all  the  Districts  for  many  years  to  come. 

2518.  We  were  discussing  the  question  of  a  larger  supply  and  the  real  necessity  to 
build  this  reservoir  for  £71,000,  now,  an  earthquake  would  as  readily  apply  to  the 
Steenbras  River  as  it  would  to  Table  Mountain  ? — Yes  ;  I  might  say  that  with  regard 
to  the  building  of  the  new  reservoir,  it  was  our  intention  to  store  up  this  30,000,000 
gallons  when  the  water  was  running,  whioh  would  serve  as  a  standby  in  time  of  need. 

2519.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  system  of  drainage  in  Claremont  ? — We  have 
only  stormwater  drains,  but  no  proper  system  of  drainage. 

2520.  Open  drains  ? — Yes,  only  for  stormwater. 

2521.  And  close  drains  for  stormwater  ? — Yes,  certain  parts. 

2522.  Cross  streets  and  so  on  ? — Yes. 

2523.  You  have  no  drains  from  houses  ? — No,  we  are  daily  removing  slop  water 
at  our  own  expense. 

2524.  And  the  stormwater  drains  are  they  adequate  for  your  requirements  ? — No 
far  from  it.  We  have  been  adding  year  by  year  but  we  have  not  enough. 

2525.  The  Liesbeek  receives  the  stormwater  from  the  larger  area  ? — Yes. 

2526.  But  in  spite  of  that  you  consider  you  still  require  stormwater  works  ? — Yes. 

2527.  Has  any  damage  been  done  in  Claremont  owing  to  the  absence  of  these  ?— 
Yes,  considerable  damage. 

2528.  Have  you  had  to  pay  ? — Yes. 

2529.  How  much  ? — In  one  instance  we  had  to  pay  about  £400  as  a  result  of  a 
lawsuit. 

2530.  Was  that  avoidable  in  any  way,  I  mean  was  it  owing  to  the  neglect 
of  anything  which  the  Council  might  have  done  to  their  main  ? — Well  I  might 
say  that  in  the  early  period  of  the  Municipality  when  there  was  a  good  deal  of  vacant 
land,  the  system  was  to  turn  the  water  on  to  that  vacmt  land  as  a  means  of  getting 
rid  of  it  quickly,  and  the  damage  has  resulted  from  that. 

2531.  The  storm  water  drains  should  really  carry  the  water  to  the  Liesbeek  ? — 
Yes,  and  to  the  other  rivers. 
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2532.  But  you  tire  not  at  that  point  of  efficiency  which  you  would  like  to  be  at  ? — 
No,  there  is  a  portion  included  for  this  purpose  in  the  new  loan  of  £26,00C. 

2533.  And  a^e  you  having  the  work  carried  out  under  the  superintendence  of  an 
Engineer  ? — Yes. 

2534  You  have  a  Town  Engineer  ? — Yes,  but  I  may  say  that  we  have  Mr.  Olive, 
who  surveyed  the  district  and  mapped  out  certain  lines  for  us,  and  we  are  practically 
following  these. 

2535.  In  the  absence  of  house  drainage  you  have  a  collecting  system  ? — Yes. 

253(5.  And  you  work  that  by  the  Council? — Yes. 

2537.  It  has  cost  you  something  like  £3,000  within  the  last  twelve  months  ? — 
Yes,  about  that. 

2533.  Mr.  Lawrence .]  That  is  for  drainage  ? — Yes,  for  sanitary  removal. 

2539.  Chairman.']  If  you  had  a  good  drainage  scheme  you  would  save  all  that 
money  ? — Yes,  and  have  a  very  much  better  service. 

2540.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  then  to  dispense  with  the  whole 
of  that  eventually  ?  —  There  would  of  course  be  the  interest  on  whatever  loans 
we  might  raise,  but  I  think  we  would  get  a  much  more  efficient  scheme  and  pay 
much  less  every  year  than  we  are  paying  at  present  for  an  inadequate  service. 

2541.  Your  present  sanitary  system  runs  into  the  interest  of  about  £80,000  at  4 
per  cent  ? — Yes,  and  the  charge  at  present  to  ratepayers  would  be  done  away  with. 

2542.  Have  you  any  comprehensive  scheme  afoot  for  the  underground  drainage  of 
your  Municipality? — We  propose,  in  fact,  we  were  invited  by  Woodstock  to  join  issue 
with  them  in  a  common  sea  outfall  together  with  the  other  Municipalities  between,  and 
we  have  got  to  that  point  that  we  have  consented  to  join.  We  have  further 
arranged  to  engage  Mr.  Olive  as  Engineer  for  our  portion  of  the  work,  and  we  are 
only  now  waiting  on  Woodstock. 

2543.  You  mean  that  the  Engineer  who  has  given  the  plan  for  the  outfall  to 
Woodstock  has  surveyed  your  Municipality  with  a  view  to  connecting  ? — Yes,  it  was 
only  a  flying  survey,  but  it  is  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  form  a  basis,  and  if  the  scheme  goes 
through  then  we  have  arranged  to  employ  Mr  Olive  as  Eugineer  for  our  Municipality. 

2544.  What  does  that  scheme  include? — The  whole  drainage  of  the  Municipality, 
that  is  for  sewage,  not  for  storm-water.  It  also  provides  for  a  trunk  sewer,  and  then 
of  course  it  includes  the  sea  outfall.  To  this  we  have  agreed  to  pay  our  pro  rata  share 
of  the  cost. 

2545.  But  your  idea  is  to  carry  out  your  portion  of  it  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  same  Engineer  who  is  doing  the  Woodstock  portion,  and  to  that  extent  you 
would  act  jointly  with  Woodstock  ? — Yes,  I  might  say  that  our  Municipality  is  inde¬ 
pendent  of  Woodstock  as  far  as  the  internal  sewerage  is  concerned,  and  we  simply  join 
in  one  sea  outfall. 

2546.  Have  you  any  estimate  of  what  your  share  of  the  cost  would  be  ? — Our 
internal  sewer  would  cost  about  £30,000,  and  the  trunk  sewers  and  outfall  would  cost 
about  £40,000,  so  that  roughly  it  would  cost  us  £70,000. 

2547.  Individual  householders  would  have  to  connect  with  the  trunk  ? — Yes.  The 
details  havo  not  been  worked  out,  but  our  idea  is  that  the  roads  running  through  the 
most  congested  part  of  the  Municipality  should  be  sewered  ;  of  course  for  the  more 
outlying  parts  it  would  not  be  wise  to  lay  the  pipes  as  it  would  be  an  enormous 
expense,  anil  we  propose  to  continue  to  deal  with  them  on  the  bucket  system.  As  they 
continue  to  build  up  from  time  to  time  we  will  take  them  in.  For  instance,  we  have 
a  large  portion  still  to  be  built  upon,  and  we  therefore  propose  to  confine  ourselves  to 
the  more  congested  portions. 

2548.  Then  from  the  area  that  would  not  be  sewered,  you  would  continue  to 
collect  as  now  ? — Yes. 

2549.  And  there  would  be  no  special  charge  ? — No,  we  would  collect  that  and  it 
would  be  paid  for  out  of  rates. 

2550.  Is  it  understood  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  about  the  scheme  ? — So  far 
we  contemplate  no  difficulty.  Of  course  it  has  not  been  before  the  ratepayers  yet,  but 
as  I  said  we  are  waiting  on  Woodstock. 

2551.  Have  you  given  any  consideration  to  the  point  of  what  you  would  do 
supposing  you  cannot  have  the  outfall  in  Table  Bay  ? — Of  course  we  have  not  come 
up  to  that  yet,  and  we  look  upon  it  that  there  will  be  no  objections. 

2552.  Do  you  know  whether  the  consent  of  the  Harbour  Board  has  been  acquired 
for  that  scheme? — Well  the  consent  of  the  Harbour  Board  has  been  given  to  Cape 
Town. 
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2553.  In  what  direction  ? — To  the  Green  Point  outfall. 

2554.  But  that  is  outside  the  breakwater  ? — Yes,  but  there  is  an  outfall  this  side 
of  Adderley  Street. 

1_G.  21—1902.]  p 


10G 


Messrs. 
Hugh  lionnan 
and 

Jiavid  Walker. 
'21st  April,  1902. 


2555.  Are  you  sure  of  that  ? — There  was  another  outfall  there. 

2556  Has  it  not  been  stopped  now?- -I  don’t  know. 

2557.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  it  is  only  a  stormwater  outfall? — I  am  not  positive  of 
it  now. 

2558.  As  far  as  you  know  no  consent  by  the  Harbour  Board  has  been  given? — No. 

2559.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Harbour  Board  is  the  Table  Bay  conservancy 
and  has  something  to  say  ? — Yes. 

2560.  Then  it  will  be  for  Claremont  hereafter  to  consider  what-  would  be  done 
with  their  drainage  if  the  present  scheme  cannot  go  through  ? — Well,  it  has  been  in 
the  minds  of  some  that  as  an  alternative  it  might  be  done  by  the  septic  tank  or  some 
other  method,  and  that  the  residue  of  it  would  run  into  Table  Bay. 

2561.  And  there  would  be  land  within  your  area  that  would  be  suitable  for  that 
purpose  ? — Yes. 

2562.  And  if  it  were  necessary  to  have  a  sewage  farm,  that  could  be  acquired 
readily  ? — Yes,  I  think  that  has  been,  disposed  of,  though  the  greater  portion  of  Clare¬ 
mont  lies  low,  and  I  don’t  think  it  could  be  done.  I  think  that  was  either  Mr.  Duns- 
combe’s  or  Mr.  Pritchard’s  scheme.  Besides,  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  what  has 
taken  place  in  Europe.  Berlin  was  looked  upon  as  a  model  of  what  could  be  done 
by  the  sewage  farm  system,  but  experience  has  proved  it  to  be  a  failure,  the  land 
becoming  so  saturated  that  it  will  not  take  the  drainage,  so  that  the  only  way  is  a  sea 
outfall.  We  are  going  on  the  presumption  that  there  will  be  no  prohibitive  Act  to  our 
carrying  it  through. 

2563.  As  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  of  Claremont,  have  you  considered  some 
other  possible  plan  ?— Yes,  the  septic  tank  system  could  be  introduced  if  the  effluent 
were  allowed  to  run  off. 

2564.  Have  you  seen  this  done  anywhere? — I  saw  it  in  Scotland  at  Barrhead, 
where  I  had  the  pleasure  of  inspecting  the  works  where  they  had  that  system,  to  which 
there  were  no  objections. 

2565.  Is  not  that  known  as  the  Cameron  method  ? — Yes. 

2566.  Mr.  Lawrence .]  And  the  Scott  Moncrieff  too  ? — No. 

2567.  Chairman .]  Then  would  you  be  prepared  to  favourably  entertain  a  scheme 
of  that  kind  ? — Yes,  I  think  if,  assuming  that  the  sanction  to  our  going  in  for  a  sea 
outfall  is  later  on  not  granted,  owing  to  its  being  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the 
Harbour  Board,  then  the  sewage  could  be  treated  by  the  septic  tank  system. 

2568.  Is  it  part  of  the  present  scheme  to  have  the  septic  tank  ? — No. 

2569.  But  the  installation  of  the  septic  tank  would  alter  the  whole  proposal  ?— ~ 
No,  it  could  be  done  by  a  simple  installation  of  the  system.  There  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  adding  it  to  the  scheme. 

2570.  But  then  you  would  have  to  provide  for  the  effluent  from  the  tank  into  the 
main  sewer,  and  therefore  to  serve  the  individual  householder  it  would  involve 
considerable  alteration  in  the  proposal  ? — Not  a  serious  amount  compared  with  the  total 
amount  to  be  expended  ;  it  woul  i  be  a  very  small  thing  to  add  this. 

2571.  Dr.  Gregory.~\  Where  would  you  have  your  bacteriological  tanks  ? — Well, 
I  could  not  exactly  say. 

2572.  If  you  want  that  bacteriological  system,  would  it  be  possible  to  discharge 
into  the  Liesbeek  ? — Yes,  but  I  don’t  think  it  would  be  allowable  under  the  Liesbeek 
Act. 

2573.  Chairman .]  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  effluent  from  septic  tanks  are  in  Scotland 
and  other  places  discharged  into  rivers  ? — Yes,  but  I  think  the  Act  of  the  Liesbeek 
River  would  prevent  our  doing  it. 

2574.  Dr.  Gregory .]  You  propose  joining  with  Mowbray,  Rondebosch  and 
Woodstock;  why  do  }rou  exclude  Wynberg  ? — Well,  I  think  Wynberg  has  excluded 
itself.  I  might  say  that  I  have  had  conversations  with  many  of  the  Councillors  there 
and  they  are  all  unanimous  on  the  point  of  being  isolated.  Their  watershed  really 
runs  towards  False  Bay. 

2575.  In  Kenilworth  you  are  taking  stormwater  belonging  to  Wynberg  into  your 
surface  drains: — That  is  so. 

2576.  Then  you  would  have  to  take  Wynberg  sewage  into  your  drains?— It  is  a 
moot  point  between  Wynberg  and  ourselves.  These  roads  are  so  constituted  that  the 
natural  drainage  com' s  to  Kenilworth  Road  over  which  we  have  jurisdiction. 

2577.  But  geographically  some  portions  of  Wynberg  would  ilow  in  your 
direction  ? — Yes,  that  is  so,  but  they  could  Orain  it  by  making  their  sewers  very  low. 

2578.  It  would  be  very  expensive? — Yes. 

2579.  What  area  of  Wynberg  would  that  comprise? — About  200  acres  roughly 
speaking. 

2580.  If  you  had  your  drainage  system  and  Wynberg  had  its  drainage  system, 
you  would  probably  be  in  a  position  to  pay  Wynberg  out  in  the  same  way  in  regard  to 
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this  portion  as  she  paid  your  ratepayers  out  in  regard  to  water  ?  You  could  refuse  to 
drain  for  them  ?  —  Well,  of  course  that  is  a  point  that  would  need  consideration  when 
we  come  up  to  it,  we  have  not  contemplated  that  yet. 

2581.  If  such  a  state  of  tilings  could  come  about  in  regard  to  the  water-supply,  it 
might  come  about  in  regard  to  drainage  ? — It  is  possible.  Personally  I  would  not 
be  averse  to  Wynberg  joining.  I  should  say  it  would  be  better  if  we  had  a  combined 
Municipality  witli  smaller  vestries  for  looking  after  local  affairs,  such  as  passing  of 
plans  for  the  various  districts  and  so  on,  and  I  might  say  that,  personally,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  if  we  had  a  combination  from  False  Bay  to  Table 
Bay. 

2582.  But  now  as  regards  drainage  is  concerned,  do  you  think  it  would  be  better 
to  have  a  joint  scheme  ? — Yes,  I  would  say  so. 

2583.  blow  does  Wynberg  propose  dealing  with  its  sewage  ? — I  believe  they  are 
inaugurating  a  sewage  farm.  They  are  at  present  busy  laying  the  mains. 

2584.  They  won’t  have  any  sewage  effluent  that  will  eventually  come  your  way  ? — 
No.  It  will  all  go  the  other  way  as  far  as  I  know  ;  but  I  have  not  seen  their  plans,  and 
therefore  cannot  speak  in  regard  to  their  system. 

2585.  Some  of  your  storm-water  drains  are  taking  sewage  ? — Yes.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  control  these  things.  People  will  put  matter  in  that  should  not  go  in.  We 
are  stopping  it,  and  a  good  many  have  been  before  the  Magistrate. 

2586.  In  consequence  of  this,  have  you  had  to  expend  any  money  in  making 
temporary  drains  ? — No,  we  have  spent  money  in  making  these  existing  drains  so 
that  the  various  owners  cannot  put  sewage  into  them.  We  have  simply  spent  the 
money  to  prevent  sewage  going  into  these  drains,  and  in  some  instances  running  along 
the  main  roads.  We  found  that  many  of  the  owners  had  the  drains  laid  ostensibly 
for  storm- water,  but  actually  allowed  sewage  to  go  into  them,  and  we  had  to  prevent 
that. 

2587.  Where  does  it  go  to  now  ? — It  is  collected  by  the  slop  carts. 

2588.  In  this  scheme  that  you  are  considering  now,  you  as  a  Municipality  are 
only  concerning  yourselves  about  the  drains  in  your  own  district  ? — Yes. 

2589.  And  it  is  immaterial  to  you  as  long  as  you  get  your  sewage  through  to  your 
boundary  how  it  is  dealt  after  that  ? — No.  The  Municipalities  will  have  a  say  in  the 
trunk  sewers.  From  the  time  the  sewage  leaves  Claremont  it  will  pass  through  Ronde  - 
bosch,  and  so  on  until  it  joins  the  sea  outfall,  these  trunk  sewers  will  have  to  be 
maintained  by  the  Municipalities  concerned. 

2590.  Then  you  will  require  a  general  Board  ? — Yes,  similar  to  the  Water  Board. 

2591.  With  special  Officers? — Yes,  I  suppose  in  the  nature  of  things  we  will 
require  that. 

2592.  You  have  had  no  difficulty  with  the  Scheme  in  regard  to  your  plans  and  so 
on  ? — It  has  not  got  to  that  stage. 

2593.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Do  you  know  what  the  Wynberg  Municipality  proposes  to 
do  with  the  underground  drainage  in  the  piece  of  ground  between  Indian  Road  and 
Kenilworth  Road  ? — No. 

2594.  You  have  seen  the  plan  ? — No. 

2595.  So  you  don’t  know  anything  about  Wynberg  drainage  P — No. 

2596.  Have  you  seen  the  effluent  from  the  bacteriological  tanks  ? — I  have 
handled  it. 

2597.  Supposing  you  could  work  it,  would  you  be  permitted  to  put  it  into  the 
Liesbeek  River  ? — Personally,  I  don’t  think  there  would  be  any  bad  results  from  it ;  I 
have  seen  water  into  which  it  runs,  which  is  comparatively  pure,  fish  living  in  it. 

2598.  Arc  there  fish  in  the  Liesbeek  at  present? — I  think  so. 

2599.  So  that  if  the  effluent  was  good  enough  for  the  fish  to  live  in  there  would 
be  no  objection  ? — Yes,  provided  there  are  no  houses  supplied  from  the  river. 

2600.  Then  the  outfall  sewer  would  not  be  necessary  ? — Yes,  if  you  take  away  the 
liesbeek  Act,  then  I  think  it  would  not  be.  I  am  not,  however,  advocating  the  septic 
tank  system,  but  I  am  only  mentioning  it  as  an  alternative,  the  consensus  of 
Engineering  opinion  is  in  favour  of  a  sea  outfall. 

2601.  Supposing  you  are  not  allowed  to  have  your  sea  outfall  you  propose  to  have 
bacteriological  tanks  ? —  Yes,  and  the  effluent  to  run  into  the  sea. 

2602.  By  a  main  sewer  ? — Yes. 

2603.  But  if  you  got  this  Liesbeek  Act  repealed  and  you  were  allowed  to  run  your 
effluent  into  the  Liesbeek  River  itself,  would  it  not  be  a  saving  to  do  away  with  your 
outfall  sewer? — No,  the  outfall  sewer  would  be  cheaper  in  the  long  run  than  the  septic 
system  or  a  sewage  farm,  which  involve  a  continual  annual  expenditure.  I  might 
instance  Glasgow,  whose  sewage  principally  went  into  the  river  Clyde.  They 
inaugurated  a  system  which  cost  them  about  £100,000,  and  they  sold  the  solids  as 
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manure  to  farmers.  In  about  four  or  fivo  years  the  farmers  discovered  that  it  did  not 
7  and  enrich  the  land,  and  they  would  not  take  it  at  any  price;  it  then  became  necessary  to 
/)<-•,;/  iralke r.  inaugurate  a  system  of  steamers  Hopper,  to  take  it  away  to  the  sea. 

21st  April.  1902. 


TUESDAY,  22nd  April,  1902. 


Present  ; 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory.’ 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 

Mr.  Lawrence. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers, 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 
Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  T.  N.  Dyer. 


Mr.  Thomas  Rees  Price ,  C.M.G.,  examined. 

Mr.  2604.  You  are  General  Manager  of  the  Gape  Government  Railways? — Yes. 

T'  R'  r’ire"  2605.  And  you  have  occupied  that  position  for  some  time  ? — Yes,  since  May  of 

22nd  April,  1902.  last  year. 

2606.  Can  you  tell ,  me  for  how  many  years  you  have  been  connected  with  the 
work  of  the  Railway  Department  ? — Yes. 

2607.  And  you  are  well  acquainted  with  the  requirements  of  the  Railway 
Department  in  regard  to  water  and  so  on  ? — Yes,  ever  since  I  have  been  connected 
with  the  Railway  Department  since  1880. 

2608.  And  you  have  been  in  this  part  of  the  Colony  for  a  good  portion  of  that 
time  ? — I  have  been  in  this  part  of  the  Colony  since  1894. 

2609.  This  Commission  has  been  appointed  to  consider  amongst  other  things  what 
would  be  the  best  sources  of  a  water  supply  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  whole  of 
the  Cape  Peninsula,  and  amongst  these  requirements  are  included  the  wants  of  your 
Department.  The  questions  which  we  would  like  to  put  to  you  therefore  would  have 
reference  mainly  to  that  matter,  unless  there  are  other  matters  upon  which  you  are 
prepared  to  give  evidence.  Now,  you  are  acquainted  with  this  return  that  has  been 
put  in? — Yes,  I  am. 

2610.  I  suppose  that  you  are  supplied  in  Cape  Town  with  water;  now,  who 
supplies  you? — We  have  several  sources  of  supply.  'Che  main  source  in  so  far  as  the 
purchase  of  water  is  ooneerned  is  from  the  Cape  Districts  Water  Committee  with 
whom  we  have  an  agreement  for  a  supply  of  a  maximum  of  120,000  gallons  per  day. 
We  have  another  agreement  entered  into  with  Mr.  Ceatlivres,  whereby  we  get  or  should 
get  a  supply  of  water  of  80,900  gallons  per  day. 

2611.  That  is  Mount  Pleasant? — Yes. 

2612.  Any  other  supplies? — Yes,  we  have  another  agreement  with  the 
Wynberg  Municipality,  whereby  we  can  call  upon  them  to  supply  us  with  100,000 
gallons  of  water ;  but  we  have  not  exercised  that  right  yet,  aud  it  is  at  present  not  our 
intention  to  do  so.  These  are  our  main  sources  of  supply  under  agreement.  In 
addition  to  that  we  have  been  securing  water  for  ourselves  by  boring  at  Newlands,  also 
near  the  Steam  Shed,  near  Cape  Town,  and  latterly  we  have  been  boring  successfully,  I 
am  glad  to  say,  at  Rosebank.  Our  agreement  with  the  Cape  Districts  Water  Committee 
is  for  a  certain  fixed  period,  and  it  runs  until  1910  with  the  option  of  renewal  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  for  a  supply  on  the  same  terms  for  a  further  period  of  20  years. 
We  are  paying  to  the  Cape  Districts  Water  Committee  a  little  over  a  shilling  per 
1,000  gallons,  to  the  Mount  Pleasant  owners  £100  per  quarter;  and  our  agreement 
with  the  Wynberg  Municipality  is  to  pay  one  shilling  and  threepence  per  1,000 
gallons. 

2613.  Do  you  require  water  for  what  may  be  called  domestic  purposes  in  connection 
with  the  Railway  Department  ? — Yes  ;  roughly  speaking  two-thirds  of  our  water 
supply  is  used  for  locomotive  purposes,  and  the  remaining  one-third  for  domestic 
purposes.  The  locomotive  supply  includes  electric  lighting.  That  is  of  oourse  only 
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approximate,  but  I  merely  supply  these  figures  now  to  give  the  Commission  some  idea 
of  the  quantities. 

2014  Does  the  Department  pay  for  the  water  taken  for  domestic  purposes? — Yes,  22nd 
it  is  included  in  all  the  payments  which  I  have  mentioned. 

2615.  There  is  no  charge  to  those  who  use  the  water  domestically? — No  ;  I 
should  mention  that  when  I  referred  to  the  one-third  required  or  used  for  domestic 
purposes,  I  included  the  water  used  for  station  purposes  in  addition  to  what  is  used  by 
the  Station  Masters  and  others  in  their  private  homes. 

2616.  Water  for  domestic  purposes  would  simply  include  those  houses  which 
are  occupied  by  the  employees  of  the  Railway  Department  who  live  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Railway  Works  ? — No,  when  I  said  one-third  quantity  of  the  water  was  used 
for  domestic  purposes  I  had  in  my  mind  water  used  for  station  purposes,  such  as  clean¬ 
ing  purposes,  and  so  on,  besides  what  the  employees  use  in  their  private  homes. 

2617.  You  don’t  supply  water  to  employees  who  live  outside  the  bounds  of  the 
Station  ? — No,  not  to  persons  who  do  not  live  on  Government  property. 

2618.  And  you  charge  these  people  anythiug  for  the  use  of  the  water  ? — We  have 
not  been  charging. 

2619.  That  practically  is  your  supply  of  water  in  what  we  may  call  the 
Peninsula  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Town  ? — Yes. 

2620.  Outside  that  range  have  you  any  arrangements  for  supplying  water  taking 
the  various  lines  of  railway,  say,  as  far  as  Simonstown,  the  line  to  Sir  Lowry’s 
Pass,  to  Malmesbury,  and  the  main  line  northwards,  can  you  give  us  the  information 
roughly  ? — As  to  the  portion  of  the  line  between  Wynberg  and  Simonstown  we  have 
a  water  supply  that  we  only  partially  exercise  our  rights  of,  such  as  at  Muizenberg, 
and  also  at  Kalk  Bay,  besides  receiving  a  certain  quantity  of  water  from  the 
Municipality  of  Simonstown. 

2621.  Under  advantageous  conditions  ? — Moderately  so;  then  on  the  main  and 
its  branch  lines  we  have  an  arrangement  enabling  us  to  get  water  at  Sir  Ijowry’s  Pass, 
Somerset  West,  at  Stellenbosch,  and  at  Malmesbury.  And  we  also  pump  water  from 
the  Berg  River  near  the  Paarl,  near  Lady  Grey  Bridge  Station.  The  approximate 
quantity  of  water  that  we  use  at  these  various  places  per  day  is  at  Kalk  Bay  3,000 
gallons,  Sinfoostown  10,000  gallons,  Kraaifontein  (where  we  pump)  3,000  gallons, 
Paarl  40,000  gallons,  Bosman’s  Crossing,  which  is  the  Stellenbosch  supply,  9,000 
gallons,  Somerset  West  2,000  gallons,  Sir  Lowry’s  Pass  10,000  gallons,  Malmesbury 
5,000  gallons,  Moorreesburg  14,000  gallons. 

% 

[*  Mr.  Price  subsequently  reported  that  water  sufficient  for  Railway  purposes  was 
obtained  from  a  well  by  means  of  a  hand  pump,  and  a  borehole  by  means  of  a  windmill 
pump,  the  previous  source  of  supply — from  Mr.  Lochner’s  dam — having  been  dis¬ 
continued.] 

2622.  The  supply  at  Moorreesburg;  how  is  that  obtained? — By  pumping. 

2623.  And  between  Moorreesburg  and  Malmesbury  ? — We  get  at  Malmesbury 
5,000  gallons  a  day,  the  water  rights  of  which  were  purchased  some  years  ago  for  the 
sum  of  £1,600.  Unfortunately  the  water  is  not  good  for  railway  purposes,  and  my 
information  is  that  throughout  that  district  the  water  is  not  suitable  for  railway 
purposes.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  howeAer,  I  am  now  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of 
water  in  that  neighbourhood  which  is  reported  upon  as  good,  and  I  am  going  to  get 
that  specially  tested. 

2624.  Is  that  owing  to  the  chemical  composition  of  the  water  ? — I  am  now 
mentioning  it  particularly  from  a  locomotive  point  of  view. 

2625.  It  interferes  with  the  working  of  the  engines? — Yes;  water  containing 
lime  or  salt  in  any  quantities  is  unsuitable  for  our  purposes.  We  always  endeavour  to 
avoid  that  class  of  water. 

2626.  Speaking  generally  of  all  the  requirements  of  your  Department,  are  those 
sources  of  supply  which  you  have  just  mentioned  susceptible  of  improvement? — Yes, 
we  think  they  are. 

2627.  And  you  would  be  very  glad,  I  suppose,  to  see  methods  of  improvement 
suggested? — We  hope  that  as  the  outcome  of  this  Commission  there  will  be  a  better 
supply  obtainable,  otherwise  we  are  endeavouring  to  obtain  abetter  supply  for  ourselves. 

2628.  In  the  meantime  would  you  defer  until  you  see  what  the  report  of  this 
Commission  is  ? — Yes ;  we  are,  on  account  of  that,  moving  in  a  leisurely  way. 

2629.  It  is  slightly  beyond  the  scope  of  the  Commission,  but  I  would  like  to 
know,  and  I  think  the  Commission  would  like  to  know,  whether  we  might  take  into 
consideration  in  our  recommendation  of  a  scheme  the  question  of  a  water  supply  for 
the  needs  of  your  Department  outside  the  Peninsula  ? — I  should  like  to  emphasise  the 
advantage  it  would  be,  I  submit,  to  the  Colony  generally  and  to  the  Peninsula  in 
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particular  if  the  supply  could  be  obtained  from  sources  traversed  by  the  Railway,  and  it 
i .  R^rnee.  woul<^  pe  my  duty  to  recommend  to  the  Government  to  gvie  any  support  that  it  might,  be 
2 2nd  April,  1902.  possible  in  regard  to  obtaining  water  from  any  source  that  would  be  outside  the 
Peninsula  area  which  would  be  served  by  the  Railway,  for  two  reasons.  First  of  all  it 
would  euable  us  to  draw  our  supply  as  the  Commission  might  resolve  to  recommend, 
at  route  to  Cape  Town,  whether  it  be  from  one  or  two  or  more  sources.  In  addition  it 
would  be  of  advantage  to  the  Peninsula  as  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  Railway  to 
have  a  good  supply  of  water  along  the  Railway  route  which  could  benefit  the  land  apart 
from  railway  purposes  in  this  way  :  The  tendency  to  purchase  land  along  the  R.ailway 
lines  for  building  purposes  is  very  manifest  now,  and  what  I  have  been  able  to  gather 
if  these  purchasers  were  sure  of  water  supply  in  the  neighbourhood  more  building 
would  take  place.  That  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  revenue  of  the  Colony  through 
the  Railway  Department,  and  it  would  also  be  of  advantage  in  enabling  us  to  give  an 
improved  railway  service  to  those  particular  areas  as  a  result  of  the  building.  For 
that  reason  I  should  wish  to  urge  upon  the  Commission  the  advantage  it  would  be  to 
secure  a  water  supply  from  any  area  served  by  the  Railway,  and  that  it  would  be 
preferable  to  obtain  the  water  in  that  way  than  to  have  to  look  elsewhere. 

2630.  Then  one  of  the  practical  effects  of  that  would  be,  that,  assuming  that  we 
find  a  very  large  supply  of  water  available  but  that  the  cost  of  bringing  that  water  to 
the  Peninsula  would  be  very  large,  greater  than  would  be  the  cost  of  some  other  supply, 
but  that  by  means  of  the  former  supply  we  could  show  that  we  could  serve  the  Rail¬ 
way  with  all  its  requirements  en  route  we  might  thereby  have  a  means  of  getting  over 
the  difficulty  of  the  increased  cost  ?  Do  you  follow  me  ? — Yes,  I  think  I  do,  and 
I  would  say  in  answer  to  that  provided  the  cost  to  the  Railway  Department  was  within 
the  proximity  of  what  we  could  secure  the  water  for  ourselves,  proceeding  on  the  lines 
I  have  indicated,  I  should  feel  justified  in  advising  the  Government  to  secure  our  water 
supply  if  possible  from  this  or  any  other  source  as  long  as  it  travels  along  the  route  of 
the  It  ail  way. 

2631.  Of  course  it  would  be  a  condition  precedent  that  the  quality  of  water  met 
your  needs?— Yes,  otherwise  it  would  be  expensive  water  almost  at  any  price. 

2632.  I  suppose  it  would  be  immaterial  to  your  Department  whether  you  are  to 
assist  such  a  scheme  with  capital  or  water  charge  ? — It  would  be  immaterial ;  we  shall 
be  prepared  either  to  contribute  a  lump  sum  towards  the  cost  of  providing  that  supply 
—approximately  corresponding  to  what  we  could  obtain  it  for  ourselves — or  pay  a 

.  reasonable  rate  per  thousand  gallons  also  to  the  extent  of  what  we  should  have  to  pay 
if  we  provided  for  ourselves. 

2633.  Really  it  would  amount  to  this,  that,  if  we  could  find  a  source  of  a  very 
large  supply  of  water  that  will  serve  the  Peninsula  fully  and  would  also  serve  the 
Railway  Department  fully,  with  all  its  requirements,  and  which  would  thus  be  susceptible 
of  a  large  development,  the  financial  needs  would,  be  forthcoming  for  such  a  scheme  ? — 
I  think  so,  and  I  hope  the  Commission  will  take  into  consideration  the  possibility  of 
obtaining  that  source  of  water  from  more  than  one  direction,  so  as  to  be  able  to  serve 
m  )re  than  one  line  of  railway. 

2634.  It  might  be  possible  to  obtain  supply  from  several  sources  in  independent 
areas,  and  eventually  lead  them  to  the  Peninsula  together? — That  was  what  was  in  my 
mind. 

2635.  And  it  would  be  of  advantage  at  the  same  time  if  every  one  of  these 
independent  sources  could  at  the  same  time  supply  a  line  of  railway  ? — Yes. 

2636.  The  arrangements  by  the  Department  are  not  of  such  a  permanent  character 
as  to  preclude  them  from  entering  into  any  new  arrangement  in  furtherance  of  suitable 
schemes? — With  the  exception  of  the  Cape  Districts  Water  Committee,  which  has  8 
years  to  run.  But  I  am  looking  forward  to  the  growth  of  the  trade  being  such  that  we 
should  require  a  further  supply  of  water,  and  we  could  enter  into  arrangements  for  the 
immediate  further  supply  plus  the  quantity  we  should  require  later  on.  I  may  say 
with  regard  to  the  Mount  Pleasant  supply,  where  we  are  entitled  to  80,000  gallons  of 
water  per  day,  we  cannot  x’eally  in  summer  get  our  full  supply.  With  regard  to  the 
Wynberg  supply  I  understand  that  the  Council  would  be  very  glad  to  be  released  from 
their  obligations. 

2637.  Possibly  the  same  thing  might  happen  with  reference  to  the  Cape  Districts 
Water  Committee  ? — It  may  be  so.  At  present  it  is  our  stand-by,  so  that 
we  would  not  release  them  of  their  obligation  until  we  are  sure  of  a  supply  elsewhere. 
They  supply  us  with  a  minimum  of  20,000  gallons  of  water  per  day  and  a  maximum 
of  120,000  gallons  per  day. 

2638.  But  you  sometimes  go  beyond  the  120,000  ? — Yes,  that  would  be  so,  but 
anything  over  and  above  that  we  would  be  justified  in  taking  from  anybody  else. 

2639.  That  costs  you  an  average  of  over  £3,000  per  annum? — Yes,  it 
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works  out  just  over  one  shilling  per  1,000  gallons  ;  for  ihe  first  20,000  gallons  we  pay  a  ^  jt^Trice 
little  over  Is  Id.,  and  over  and  above  that  Is.  per  1,000.  — — 

2640.  You  are  supplied  by  meter? — Yes.  22nd  April,  1902 

2641.  How  does  that  compare  with  what  you  pay  to  Capo  Town  ? — The  charge  we 
pay  to  Cape  Town  is  10s.  per  1,000  gallons. 

2642.  That  is  ten  times  as  much  as  you  pay  for  the  other  ? — Yes,  and  hence  we 
take  from  them  as  little  as  possible. 

2643.  Is  the  price  intended  to  be  prohibitive  ? — Possibly;  I  wrote  to  the  Town 
Clerk  on  the  subject  to  see  whether,  if  we  took  a  fixed  quantity,  we  could  not  obtain 
the  water  at  a  lower  charge,  but  the  correspondence  did  not  lead  to  any  reply  beyond 
an  acknowledgment  being  returned. 

2644.  Then  the  net  result  of  your  evidence  is  that  your  arrangements  are  not  very 
satisfactory  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  Department,  taking  them  as  a  whole? — We 
are  taking  steps  to  improve  them. 

2645.  Have  you  had  short  tge  during  the  last  summer  ? — When  there  was  a 
prospect  of  shortage  we  at  once  proceeded  to  obtain  water  for  ourselves,  and  I  am  glad 
to  say  we  were  successful. 

2646.  You  have  to  spend  money  in  that  direction  daily,  such  as  in  the  upkeep  of  the 

pumps  and  wages  paid  to  the  workmen  ? — That  is  also  a  matter  that  has  engaged  a  good 
deal  of  attention,  and  the  result  of  our  investigation  is  that  if  we  take  in  large 
quantities  of  the  water  which  we  can  obtain  in  the  Peninsula  it  would  enable  us  to  do  so  < 

to  advantage. 

‘  2647.  You  spoke  of  a  good  supply  you  acquired  at  Rosebank  Do  you  use  that 

for  engine  purposes  ? — Yes,  and  we  can  obtain  60,000  gallons  per  day  close  to  the 
station. 

2648.  To  what  cost  would  it  woi’k  out  for  a  similar  quantity  supplied  by  the 
Water  Committee? — We  have  not  been  able  to  test  it  sufficiently  yet  in  order  to  form 
a  comparison,  because  if  we  pumped  continuously  we  have  not  had  the  means  of 
ascertaining  at  what  level  the  water  would  remain.  If  we  continue  to  get  the 
existing  large  supply  the  cost  would  be  less  than  that  made  by  the  Capo  Districts 
Water  Committee. 

2649.  Dr  Gregory.^  At  Rosebank  the  water  has  acted  satisfactorily  for  engine 
purposes? — Yes.  ' 

2650.  And  for  domestic  purposes  too? — We  have  sent  it  for  analysis,  but 
remembering  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  soakage,  we  should  at  any  rate  take  care  that 
it  should  be  used  only  for  engine  purposes  and  cleaning  purposes,  for  the  present. 

2651.  But  it  is  not  brack  at  all  ? — No,  it  is  not  brack  water. 

2652.  But  your  evidence  in  regard  to  boring  seems  to  me  to  imply  that  considering 
what  you  have  to  spend  on  pumping  there  is  very  little  saving  as  compared  with  taking 
a  local  supply  from  the  Cape  Districts  Supply  Company  ? — Yes,  our  experience 
has  always  been,  not  only  in  the  Peninsula  but  also  elsewhere,  that  pumping  is 
expensive,  and,  if  we  could  obtain  a  supply  by  gravitation,  we  should  prefer  bringing 
the  water  a  considerable  distance  and  securing  it  by  gravitation  rather  than  obtain  it 
by  pumping. 

2653.  With  regard  to  these  supplies  which  you  obtain  by  pumping,  would  you  ba 
willing  to  let  them  lapse  in  favour  of  a  general  scheme  if  one  were  introduced  ? — Yes, 
that  is  to  say  a  good  scheme  for  our  Department. 

2654.  Have  you  spent  much  money  in  obtaining  a  supply  ? — It  is  not  con¬ 
siderable. 

2655.  You  have  really  not  committed  yourself  to  very  much  ? — No  ;  and  besides 
we  could  use  the  pumping  engines  for  other  purposes. 

2656.  In  this  return  that  has  been  furnished  by  your  Department,  I  see  that 
your  annual  consumption  of  water  in  1897  was  52,604,000  gallons? — Yes. 

2657.  Whereas  in  1901  it  was  80,287,000  gallons — an  increase  of  nearly  50  per 
cent.  Can  you  tell  me  what  that  is  due  to  ? — The  great  increase  of  traffic  since,  and 
the  general  development,  of  the  railway  working  in  the  Peninsula. 

2658.  But  you  are  still  running  the  same  lines  in  1901  that  you  were  running  in 
1897  ? — Yes ;  with  the  exception  that  we  have  quadrupled  the  line  between  Cape  Town 
and  Salt  River,  and  that  is  one  indication  of  the  growth  that  I  have  referred  to. 

2659.  Do  you  think  it  would  go  on  increasing  at  that  rate  ? — I  think  it  is  likely 
that  the  traffic  will  increase  at  that  rate,  but  whether  we  shall  continue  to  increase  the 
use  of  water  for  locomotive  purposes  I  could  not  say,  because  we  are  anticipating  to 
possibly  use  electric  traction  for  a  portion  of  our  railways  in  tho  Peninsula,  and  that 
will  probably  reduce  our  water  consumption.  But  as  against  that  I  may  mention  that 
the  (ioveinment  have  approved  of  the  erection  of  a  number  of  workmen’s  dwellings, 
and  I  hope  that  they  will  largely  increase  the  number ;  if  that  is  done  then  our  water 
supply  will  not  continue  to  increase  in  the  same  ratio  I  fancy. 
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2660.  Puttiug  aside  the  erection  of  the  dwellings,  so  far  from  increasing  it,  it 
would  probably  decrease  ? — Some  portion  of  the  consumption  would  decrease  but  on 
the  other  hand  if  our  traffic  develops  as  I  am  looking  forward  to  then  that  would  make 
up  in  that  direction  for  the  decrease. 

2661.  Your  supply  comes  to  about  220,000  gallons  per  diem  ? — Yes. 

2662.  And  your  main  line  to  Malmesbury  to  about  175,000  gallons  per  diem  ?— 

Yes. 

2663.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  safe  for  the  Commission  in  forming  an  estimate 
of  your  requirements  to  increase  that  at  all  ? — I  think  it  would  be  prudent  for  the 
Railway  Department  and,  if  1  may  say  so,  for  the  Commission,  to  assume  that  we 
shall  require  half  a  million  gallons  per  day. 

2664.  That  would  be  a  safe  working  basis  for  us  to  go  on  ? — Yes. 

2665.  That  is  for  what  line  ? — South  of  the  Paarl  including  the  branches. 

2666.  And  how  much  of  that  would  be  for  the  Peninsula  line,  we  will  say  as  far 
as  Durban  Road  ? — I  should  think  it  would  be  a  safe  estimate  to  put  it  down  at 
350,000  gallons  per  day  as  far  as  Durban  Road  and  150,000  gallons  beyond  that. 
The  Commission  will  understand  that  I  am  only  giving  these  figures  approximately. 

2667.  You  have  spoken  of  more  than  one  supply.  Would  not  that  be  very  ex¬ 
pensive  ?  Would  it  not  be  expensive  from  a  public  point  of  view,  if  not  from  your  own 
point  of  view  ?  Would  it  not  be  better  if  the  public  took  all  their  supply ^from  one  source  ? 
— Not  necessarily,  because,  assuming  that  you  take  a  portion  of  your  water  supply  from 
Caledon  district,  and  assuming  also  that  you  are  able  to  obtain  a  supply  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Hopefield  (Kalabas  Kraal  being  one  of  the  places  I  take  it)  of  sav 
1,000,000  gallons,  that  is  if  the  water  is  found  good,  that  would  mean  for  the  larger 
scheme  a  lesser  expenditure  as  the  pipes  would  have  to  be  laid  from  these  different 
places  to  the  main  junction. 

*  2668.  Suppose  we  got  water  of  ten  or  twelve  million  gallons  from  the  Caledon 
district,  of  course  that  might  supply  all  your  stations  down  to  Sir  Lowry’s  Pass  ? — 
Yes. 

2669.  Could  you  not  take  off  some  of  that  supply  for  your  other  stations  along 
the  Malmesbury  and  Paarl  lines  ? — Not  very  well ;  but  assuming  that  you  get  all  the 
supply  from  Caledon,  it  would  not  be  right  for  the  Peninsula  water  to  bear  the 
expenditure  of  assisting  the  Railway  in  its  supply  to  either  Malmesbury  or  the  Paarl. 
That  would  become  a  Railway  matter.  The  object  I  had  in  bringing  before  the  Com¬ 
mission,  other  things  being  equal,  was  that  it  would  serve  to  develop  the  country  if 
you  could  obtain  your  supply  from  several  sources  to  correspond  with  the  various 
branches  that  serve  Cape  Town. 

2670.  Of  course  it  is  so  nebulous  at  present  that  it  is  scarcely  worth  while  to  ask 
you,  but,  assuming  that  we  got  the  water,  )'ou  would  be  prepared  to  take  a  supply 
from  the  service  line  ? — If  it  could  be  economically  done  I  would  have  no  hesitation  to 
recommend  it  to  the  Government. 

2671.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  suitable  water  supplies  ? — We  have 
been  making  a  good  many  inquiries.  Our  inquiries  have  been  directed  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  obtaining  supplies  in  the  various  districts,  and  there  are  negotiations  pending. 
I  feel  myself  justified  in  saying  that,  supposing  these  negotiations  were  successfully 
concluded  and  we  can  come  to  satisfactory^  arrangements  with  the  Water  Department, 
that  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  objection  to  place  these  various  sources  of 
water  under  a  central  authority,  only  we  would  have  to  safeguard  the  interest  of  the 
Railway. 

2672.  What  amount  would  the  respective  sources  of  supply  be  ? — It  is  difficult  to 
answer  that  now,  because  we  have  not  had  sufficient  time  to  test  the  various  sources  in 
order  to  ascertain  which  would  be  worth  while  going  on  with. 

2673.  What  is  the  minimum  and  maximum  supply  of  these  sources? — In  one 
case,  three-quarter’s  of  a  million  gallons  a  day. 

2674.  And  the  greatest  supply  you  would  be  able  to  obtain  P — Which  source  do 
you  mean  P 

2675.  All  your  sources — Considerably  over  one  million  gallons.  We  are  only 
looking  out  for  our  own  supply  arid  possibly  the  Harbour  Board. 

2676.  I  understand  that  your  final  decision  in  that  matter  will  really  depend  on 
what  is  undertaken  upon  the  advice  of  this  Commission  P — That  is  to  say  we  have  been 
moving  rather  slowly  in  the  expectation  that  possibly  some  understanding  might,  be 
come  to. 

2677.  IIow  long  do  you  think  you  could  delay  your  negotiations  P — I  do  not 
think  we  could  delay  our  negotiations  very  long,  but  our  position  as  regards  the  water 
supply  is  practically  secured.  That  is  with  the  quantity  that  is  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Government  under  contract,  together  with  what  we  can  supply  ourselves. 
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2678.  In  the  course  of  your  inquiries  have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  Mr- 
Oliphant’s  Hoek  and  Steenbras  River  schemes  ? — 1  have  purposely  refrained  from  T'  R'  l,e' 
making  any  inquiries  because  I  felt  that  there  were  other  people  looking  after  that  22nd  April,  1902. 
water. 

2679.  To  pass  from  water  to  drainage,  your  line  is  running  right  through  the 
Peninsula.  Can  you  tell  us  whether  you  have  suffered  any  inconvenience  on  acco  unt 
of  there  being  no  proper  drainage  done  by  the  local  bodies  ? — Yery  much.  The  rail¬ 
way  travels  through  the  various  Municipalities,  and  the  slope  of  the  ground  seems  to 
lend  itself  for  making  the  railway,  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  it  ought  to  be,  the 
depositing  ground  for  undesirable  matter,  which  either  runs  down  or  soaks  down  along 
the  line. 

2680.  You  have  had  to  take  action  at  law  ? — We  had. 

2681.  To  protect  the  interest  of  the  travelling  public  ? — Yes  ;  aild  apart  from  those 
particular  drains,  which  led  to  legal  redress  being  sought,  we  have  had  to  call  atteution 
to  the  very  unsatisfactory  state  of  things  in  that  connection  where  the  sewage  drainage 
is  allowed  to  come  to  the  Railway  Department  so  that  a  recurrence  should  be  avoided. 

2682.  Do  you  then  consider  it  a  matter  of  urgency  that  there  should  be  a  drain¬ 
age  scheme  for  all  the  Urban  areas  of  the  Peninsula  promptly  carried  out  ? — I  think 
so  undoubtedly. 

2683.  Do  you  think  that  the  time  has  long  past  when  it  should  have  been  done  ? — 

It  ought  to  have  been  done  years  ago. 

2684.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  matter  of  drainage  ? — I  have  not. 

2685.  In  considering  a  drainage  scheme  for  the  Pensnsula  would  you  advise  a 
comprehensive  scheme  for  all  the  authorities  concerned  ? — My  personal  impression  is 
with  regard  to  drainage  as  in  regard  to  other  matters  that  it  should  be  under  one  con¬ 
trol. 

2686.  You  are  strongly  of  that  opinion  ? — Yery  definitely. 

2687.  Mr.  Gurney.~\  I  think,  Mr.  Prioe,  you  said  that  if  the  Commission  after 
taking  evidence  found  itself  in  a  position  to  consider  this  question  of  a  water  supply 
that  any  information  which  you  might  have  would  beat  our  disposal? — It  will  be 
entirely  at  your  disposal. 

2688.  Have  you  experienced  any  difficulty  in  railway  matters  through  there  being 
so  many  different  Municipal  authorities  in  the  suburbs  ? — Yes. 

2689.  Can  you  give  us  an  illustration  of  the  class  of  difficulty  ? — I  might  refer  to 
the  burning  question  of  overhead  bridges  for  instance.  I  think  if  we  had  one  collec¬ 
tive  body  to  deal  with  that  particular  question  instead  of  the  several  local 
authorities  concerned,  the  outlook  would  be  destinct.ly  wider  and  would  be 
an  advantage  to  the  public  and  all  concerned.  Similarly  in  the  matter  of  drainage 
it  is  likely  if  we  had  one  authority  an  understanding  might  have  been  come 
to  long  ago ;  and  the  same  thing  with  the  water  supply.  If  the  suburbs  had  been 
under  one  authority  the  Railway  Department  might  have  had  a  water  supply  which 
would  have  avoided  the  large  charge  of  ten  shillings  made  for  water  in  Cape  Town. 

2690.  From  a  railway  puint  of  view  you  would  certainly  be  in  favour  of 
amalgamating  the  different  Municipalities?—!  should  welcome  such  an  amalgamation. 

2691.  Has  the  Railway  Department  very  much  to  do  with  the  Divisional 
Council  ? — Not  very  much. 

2692.  Have  you  any  remarks  to  make  in  connection  with  the  questions  arising  in 
that  direction  ? — Nothing  from  a  railway  point  of  view.  I  could  only  give  it  from  an 
individual  point  of  view. 

2693.  In  regard  to  electric  light,  the  railway  has  now  its  own  ? — It  has. 

2694.  And  if  a  large  comprehensive  scheme  of  electric  power  were  taken  up  in 
consequence  of  the  action  of  this  Commission,  would  it  be  practicable  for  the  Railway 
Department  to  fall  in  with  that,  or  would  it  be  necessary  for  the  Railway  Department 
to  be  independent  ?— It  would  be  essential  for  the  Railway  Department  to  have  an 
independent  supply  for  two  reasons.  First  of  all  the  lighting  of  the  stations,  which  is 
a  special  matter  for  the  Railway  Department,  and  then  the  time  may  come  when 
electric  power  would  be  used  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  we  are  doing  now.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  we  are  considering  the  use  of  electric  power  to  a  larger  extent  than  we 
are  doing  at  present  at  the  Salt  River  Workshops,  and  it  would  never  do  for  us  to  be 
hampered  in  this  respect. 

2695.  So  that  this  Commission  in  considering  the  qmstion  of  electric  light  should 
disregard  the  Railway  requirements  entirely  ? — If  I  may  .say  so,  should  not  only 
disregard  them  but  advise  that  the  Railway  Department  should  be  unhampered  in  its 
operations  in  that  direction. 

2696.  Do  you  imply  that  it  is  hampered  in  any  way  now  ? — No,  but  why  I 
mention  it  is  because  there  are  two  Bills  pending  which  are  seeking  power  in  this 
direction,  and  I  have  advised  the  Government  to  oppose  them. 

[G.  21—1902.] 
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'fr-  2697.  Mr.  Stewart .]  In  this  statement  of  yours  about  the  price  paid  for  water, 

T'  rr"v'  there  is  an  item  marked  “  Nil  ”  in  tire  case  of  bore-holes.  Is  that  correot  ? — I  think 
2nd  April,  1S02.  the  ouly  place  is  Rosebank  where  it  is  “Nil”;  but  it  does  not  couvey  a  correct 
impression. 

2698.  You  have  to  pump  from  all  these  boring  holes? — Yes. 

2699.  And  the  cost  of  pumping  in  the  case  of  small  supplies  is  rather  considerable  ? 
— Yes. 

2700.  Have  you  any  theory  of  how  Cape  Town  comes  to  make  this  extraordinary 
charge  often  shillings  per  1,000  gallons? — I  understand  that  the  reason  which  is  given 
is  to  discourage  the  water  supply  such  as  ours  being  obtained  from  Cape  Town. 

2701.  How  long  has  it  been  in  existence  ? — For  many  years. 

2702.  Probably  it  started  in  the  old  days  when  Cape  Town  was  hard  up  for 
water  ? — It  may  be  so,  but  I  cannot  say.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it. 

2703.  Has  the  Railway  Department  ever  applied  to  the  Town  Council  with  a  view 
to  entering  into  an  agreement  with  them  ? — I  have  applied  myself. 

2704.  How  long  ago? — Within  the  past  year. 

2705.  Where  you  prepared  to  take  a  minimum  quantity  ? — —If  the  price  asked  for 
permitted  us  to  do  so. 

2706.  On  the  same  conditions  as  the  Districts  Water  Works  Company  ? — Yes. 

2707.  Your  daily  consumption  I  notice  is  abouc  220,000  gallons? — Yes,  but  it 
becomes  necessary  for  us  to  be  assured  of  a  supply  of  not  less  than  300,000  gallons 
per  day,  because  the  number  of  trains  which  run  on  certain  days,  such  as  on  a 
Saturday,  are  a  good  many  more  than  those  running  for  instance  on  a  Sunday. 

2708.  You  have  a  maximum  that  exceeds  this  average? — Yes;  considerably. 

2709.  Have  you  any  idea  of  what  proportion  that  quantity  bears  to  the  quantity 
consumed  in  Cape  Town  and  Suburbs  ? — No. 

2710.  You  admit  it  is  not  a  very  big  proportion? — I  am  not  able  to  speak  as  to 
what  the  Municipalities  use. 

2711.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  daily  consumption  at  the  present  time  of  the  whole 
is  about  4|  million  gallons,  so  that  the  300,000  gallons  is  not  a  very  big  proportion  of 
tha:  ? — No,  it  would  not  be. 

2712.  And  in  considering  a  scheme  for  a  large  supply  of  water  from  an  outside 
source  if  sufficient  provision  were  made  for  the  increase  to  Municipalities,  that  quantity 
would  for  some  years  cover  the  ordinary  requirements  of  the  Railway  Department  ? — 
Probably. 

2713.  Do  you  know  Tulbagh  Kloof? — Yes. 

2714.  If  a  large  dam  were  constructed  there  for  a  reservoir  would  the  Railway 
Department  be  prepared  to  assist  ? — We  are  at  present  arranging  to  deviate  the  Main 
Line  there,  which  might  possibly  enable  something  of  the  kind  being  done  in  that 
direction. 

2715.  Chairman  ]  The  maximum  quantity  that  you  would  require  would  be 
larger  than  one  million  gallons  ? — I  am  not  sure.  I  may  say  with  regard  to  our  water 
question  I  would  be  prepared  to  place  all  the  information  that  I  have  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Chairman. 

2716.  Mr.  Laurence.']  You  say  you  think  that  the  Railway  should  continue  to 
supply  its  own  electric  power.  Would  the  Railway  combine  with  the  Harbour  Board 
in  this  matter? — We  should  be  prepared  to  do  so.  At  the  present  time  we  have  been 
called  upon  to  prov.de  electric  light  to  a  number  of  authorities,  such  as  the  Military 
authorities  and  so  on. 

2717.  Dr.  Gregory.]  In  regard  to' these  water  supplies  are  they  being  dealt  with 
by  your  own  Departmental  Engineer? — Yes. 

2718.  So  that  if  we  wanted  anything  from  them,  there  would  be  no  objecttion  to 
their  giving  evidence? — None  whatever. 

2719.  You  have  been  asked  about  the  Tulbagh  Kloof.  Do  you  know  that  place 
generally  ? — Yes. 

2720.  Would  it  not,  in  your  opinion,  be  absolutely  impracticable,  because  it 
world  submeige  a  small  village? — The  subject  has  been  in  conversation  in  the 
Department,  and  the  idea  was  that  if  the  Tulbagh  Kloof  submerged  such  an  area  of 
laud  we  would  not  undertake  the  work  for  railway  purposes. 

2721.  Mr.  Stewart.]  It  is  not  impracticable? — Except  the  extent  of  the  area  that 
would  be  put  under  water. 

2722.  Dr.  Gregory.]  It  is  impracticable  from  that  point  of  view  from  the  interests 
that  would  be  submerged  and  the  value  of  the  land  ?— Well,  I  cannot  speak  with 
authority. 

2723.  Chairman.]  Does  recourse  to  that  scheme  imply  the  shifting  of  a  village? — 
I  have  not  sufficient  engineering  knowledge  to  offer  an  opinion. 
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2724.  Chairman .]  With  reference  to  the  little  red  book  which  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Messs. 

Walker,  put  in  yesterday,  and  which  I  may  say  I  read  with  a  great  deal  of  interest,  I  * 

should  like  him  to  clear  up  one  or  two  little  points.  On  page  18  of  the  book  you  have  2»a«/d  Walker. 
given  what  you  consider  the  borrowing  powers  of  the  Town  Council  to  be;  you  say  — — 

that  they  still  have  borrowing  powers  amounting  to  £108,813  7s.  10d.,  and  you  base  22n<*  April,  1902. 
that  upon  what  is  set  forth  in  Section  162  of  A.et  45  of  1882  in  terms  of  which  the 
Municipality  may  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  times  their  annual  revenue.  Now, 

I  want  to  know  what  your  view  is  upon  this  question,  do  you  take  it  for  granted  that  a 
Municipality  has  any  other  borrowing  powers  over  and  above  what  they  borrow'  for 
waterworks  in  terms  of  the  Act  ? — Yes  that  is  my  view. 

2725.  And  then  if  the  Municipality  agreed  that  it  owed  £75,000  in  resptc>;  of  a 
water  scheme  at  present,  that  would  not  affect  its  borrowing  powers  under  the  Act  ? — 

Quite  so. 

2726.  I  put  the  question  because  there  has  been  debating  as  to  whether  that 
£75,000  is  a  liability  or  not,  and  you  hold  that  it  does  not  affect  your  borrowing 
power? — No,  but  in  the  event  of  the  Municipalities  going  into  the  large  drainage 
scheme  that  £75,000  would  figure  as  a  debit  against  the  £108,000. 

2727.  And  generally  you  think  it  is  quite  safe  for  a  Municipality  like  Claremont 
to  borrow  up  to  ten  times  their  last  annual  revenue  ? — Quite  safe. 

2728.  You  don’t  think  there  is  a  source  of  danger  when  there  is  no  specific  method 
of  obtaining  a  true  valuation? — No. 

2729.  You  are  practically  at  the  discretion  of  the  valuer  ? — Yes,  and  it  all  depends 
upon  the  rate  that  you  levy. 

2730.  The  rate  is  fixed,  is  it  not  ? — Oh,  no,  you  can  go  up  to  any  amount  with  the 
consent  of  the  ratepayers. 

2731.  The  point  that  I  want  so  bring  out  is  this,  that  the  rate  is  fixed  by  law, 
whereas  the  amount  of  your  valuation  is  not  fixed  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  point. 

2732.  And  in  that  respect  you  are  practically  at  the  discretion  of  the  valuer  for  the 
time  being  ? — That  is  so. 

2733.  So  that  your  powers  of  borrowing  are  also  at  the  mercy  of  the  valuer? — 

Yes,  to  that  extent. 

2734.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  In  arguing  that  the  £75,000  borrowed  in  connection  wiih 
the  Waterworks  does  not  come  as  against  borrowing  powers  under  the  Act  of  1882, 
you  are,  I  take  it,  relying  upon  the  provisions  of  Section  21  of  the  Act  of  1898,  which 
says  :  “  Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  be  taken  to  affect  or  interfere  with  fhe 
borrowing  powers  conferred  upon  Municipal  Councils  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Municipal  Act,  1882  ”  ? — Quite  so. 

2735.  Mr.  Stewart.']  Now,  Mr.  Donnan,  you  were  giving  us  some  information 
about  Glasgow  yesterday  ? — Yes. 

2736.  I  should  like  you  to  state  whether  you  consider  that  there  is  a  large 
resemblance  between  the  conditions  at  Glasgow  and  the  conditions  applying  to  the 
Liesbeek  Valley? — Well,  the  conditions  are  hardly  the  same,  but  I  am  bound  to 
point  out  that  in  the  very  early  days  Glasgow  was  a  small  place  compared  to  what 
it  is  now. 

2737.  But  are  the  conditions  practically  the  same  ? — No,  they  are  not  the  same. 

2738.  You  refer  to  the  septic  tank  system  in  particular  ?  Do  you  mean  the 
septic  tank  specially,  or  do  you  mean  the  bacteriological  system  without  reference  to 
any  particular  method  of  treatment? — I  had  in  my  mind  the  septio  tank  which  is 
supplied  to  Exeter. 

2739.  You  are  not  a  bacteriologist? — No. 

2740.  And  you  are  not  a  sanitary  engineer  ?— No. 

2741.  Dr.  Anderson.]  These  authorities  you  say  had  some  ideas  that  there  might 
be  some  objections  to  the  outfall  ? — What  authorities  ? 

2742.  The  four  Municipalities. — No. 

2743.  Was  there  no  conversation  or  discussion  that  there  might  be  objections 
raised  to  the  proposed  outfall  ? — No.  That  was  not  contemplated  in  this  particular 
scheme,  but  1  gave  it  simply  as  my  own  idea. 

2744.  Have  you  considered  some  other  outfall  ? — The  position  was  decided  upon 
by  Mr.  Olive,  I  believe,  and  he  went  according  to  the  various  reports  on  the  subject, 
the  last  of  which  was  given  by  Mr.  Good. 

2745.  Have  you  considered  that  an  outfall  might  be  provided  which  is  not  in  the 
bay  at  all  ? — No,  I  don’t  think  that  such  an  outfall  lias  been  thought  of.  I  don’t  know 
of  any  other. 

2746.  Where  does  the  sewage  for  Cape  Town  go  to? — I  believe  it  has  a  sea 

outfall. 
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2747.  Is  it  not  into  Table  Bay  ? — Well,  it  is  into  the  mouth  of  it  I  should  say. 

2748.  It  might  be  possible  to  connect  your  sewage  with  the  Cape  Town  sewage  ? 
— I  don’t  think  that  has  been  discussed. 

2749.  Then  you  mention  certain  matters  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  sewage  at 
Glasgow,  and  also  the  septic  tank  system  ? — Yes. 

2750.  One  of  the  great  objections  to  all  these  systems  of  disposal  of  sewage  is  the 
difficulty  of  dealing  with  water  in  times  of  flood  ? — Yes,  but  in  this  system  we  do  not 
contemplate  to  put  storm  water  into  the  sewers,  it  is  pure  and  simply  for  sewage. 

2751.  If  you  find  it  necessary  to  undertake  any  system  a  certain  amount  of  storm 
water  wall  go  into  it  ? — A  very  small  amount  from  the  yards  of  the  different 
dwellings. 

2752.  So  that  there  has  been  a  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  water  in  times  of 
flood  ? — Yes,  in  that  way.  The  system  I  mention  is  one  of  sewage  pure  and  simple, 
and  in  any  method  of  treatment  of  sewage  it  is  a  more  costly  thing  than  to  have  a  sea 
outfall,  which  is  the  cheapest. 

2753.  Is  it  not  at  times  necessary  to  turn  the  sewage  into  the  effluent  channel? 
In  times  of  flood,  yes. 

2754.  Chairman .]  You  have  been  to  Exeter? — No,  I  have  been  to  Barrhead. 

2755.  At  that  place  the  same  kind  of  works  are  in  use  as  in  Exeter? — Yes. 

2756.  That  is  Cameron’s  method  ? — :Yes,  and  I  was  very  much  taken  up  with 
the  working  of  it,  as  there  is  a  total  absence  of  bad  smell,  and  it  is  very  oheaply 
worked  practically  by  one  man,  being  so  to  say  self-acting. 

2757.  And  that  provides  sewage  for  10,000  people  ? — Yes,  besides  a  great  deal  of 
noxious  material  from  manufacturing  works  go  into  it. 

2758.  And  the  Authority  there  raised  no  objection  to  that  ? — No.  In  fact  it 
had  been  in  force  for  about  five  years,  and  up  to  that  time  it  had  proved  entirely 
satisfactory.  Barrhead  is  some  distance  from  the  sea,  situated  on  the  river  Cart  whioh 
is  a  tributary  of  the  Clyde,  and  the  effluent  runs  into  this  river  and  is  ultimately 
discharged  into  the  Clyde. 

2759.  Your  knowledge  of  Barrhead  depends  upon  personal  observation,  and  on 
what  you  were  told  by  the  Municipal  Authorities  there  who  control  the  place  ? — Yes. 

2760.  And  so  far  as  you  learnt  it  gave  satisfaction  to  those  Authorities  ? — Yes,  I 
spoke  to  one  of  the  manufacturers  who  is  a  Sanitary  Engineer  there  and  who  was  an 
authority  on  the  subject,  and  he  said  that  the  thing  had  given  entire  satisfaction. 

2761.  Dr  Gregory .]  In  regard  to  this  system,  do  they  have  any  sludge  to  deal 
with  ? — Very  little,  the  works  are  situated  in  a  valley  when  they  clean  the  different 
chambers  and  the  sludge  is  deposited  in  the  lower  part  of  the  valley  which  has  been 
turned  into  a  magnificent  garden. 

2762.  How  much  ground  do  they  use  for  the  disposal  of  this  sludge  ? — I  am  only 
speaking  from  memory,  but  I  think  the  whole  extent  is  not  more  than  five  acres. 

2763.  Chairman .]  For  ten  thousand  people  ? — Yes. 

2764.  Dr.  Gregory .]  But  of  course  you  will  have  to  have  special  ground  here  for 
applying  the  sludge  and  you  would  not  have  that  at  Salt  River  Mouth  ? — I  think  the 
ground  would  be  suitable.  In  the  septic  tank  system  the  organism  which  takes  place  is 
of  a  kind  to  prevent  its  giving  out  any  dangerous  gas,  or  any  stuff  of  that  kind 
which  is  all  absorbed  by  the  action  which  takes  place  in  the  tanks. 

2765.  But  you  will  have  the  sludge  to  dispose  of  ? — Yres,  a  little. 

2766.  If  I  may  refer  for  a  moment  to  the  arrangement  made  between  your  three 
Councils  and  the  Woodstock  Municipality  in  regard  to  this  sewage  scheme,  you  are 
each  to  carry  out  your  own  schemes  so  far  as  it  applies  to  your  own  districts  ?— Yes. 

2767.  You  have  not  resolved  on  your  plans  ? — No,  but  there  are  plans  which  Mr. 
Olive  considers  will  be  sufficient  to  plot  his  scheme  on. 

2768.  If  that  plan  goes  through,  then  you  would  have  to  discharge  at  a 
given  point  into  the  Woodstock  sewer;  has  that  point  been  fixed? — No,  we  have 
only  got  a  flying  survey,  but  the  Engineers  assure  us  that  there  is  no  difficulty  as 
regards  levels,  and  that  practically  the  whole  district  can  be  dealt  with. 

2769.  But  still  1  don’t  see  how  an  Engineer  can  start  the  plans  unless  he  has  got 
definite  information  as  to  where  he  has  to  discharge  ? — It  is  all  agreed  upoD,  but  the 
exact  point  where  we  should  join  the  trunk  sewer  has  not  been  fixed  definitely. 

'.i770.  So  that  the  levels  have  not  yet  been  fixed? — No,  only  approximately,  but 
the  details  of  the  scheme  have  not  been  gone  into  yet. 

2771.  Your  final  level,  where  all  these  drains  are  to  enter,  is  really  fixed  by  the 
sea  level  ? — That  is  so. 

2772.  Now,  if  at  any  point  on  that  system  you  interpolated  any  bacteriological 
tanks,  what  would  be  the  effect  ? — These  tanks  could  be  interpolated  with  a  very  small 
fall,  say  ten  feet. 


117 


2773.  But  ten  feet  is  a  considerable  difference  of  level  in  the  outfall  ? — No,  I  Htigh^DMtntn 

I  don’t  think  so.  and 

2774.  Even  five  feet  would  be  a  considerable  difference  in  the  level  of  the  outfall  David  Walker. 
of  the  sewer  ? — I  think  the  altitude  of  the  various  Municipalities  is  sufficient  to  provide  22nd  .  -  ig92 
for  it. 

2775.  It  is  sufficient,  but  once  you  have  started  your  scheme  and  run  into  the  sea, 
how  are  you  going  to  interpolate  bacteriological  beds  afterwards  ? — I  see  no  difficulty. 

Some  method  could  be  devised. 

2776.  Chairman .]  But  that  is  a  point  that  should  be  raised  before  you  start  your 
work  ? — Yes,  I  think  that  should  be  urged,  so  that  if  at  any  time  it  were  necessary  to 
interpolate  tanks,  provision  could  then  be  made  to  meet  such  a  contingency.  It  would 
be  better  if  that  point  were  decided  first. 

2777.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  I  asked  that  question  because  yesterday  you  gave  your  evidence 
that  you  were  going  to  discharge  into  Table  Bay,  and,  if  you  foimd  that  it  created 
a  nuisance  that  the  tanks  would  then  be  interpolated  into  the  system  ? — I  said  if  there 
were  any  bad  effects  from  the  system  as  proposed,  another  coidd  be  adopted  whereby 
the  sewage  could  be  treated  by  the  septic  tank  system  whereby  a  purer  effluent  would 
enter  the  sea. 

•  2778.  But  if  bacterial  beds  are  to  be  constructed  afterwards  then  considerable 
modifications  would  have  to  be  made? — Yes. 

2779.  The  level  of  the  outfall  into  the  sea  is  a  more  or  less  fixed  one,  therefore  if 
you  provided  for  that  modification  being  made  would  you  not  have  to  either  runyour  sewers 
or  a  part  of  them  at  gradients  which  are  not  usual,  or  by  some  other  means  make 
provision  for  the  alteration  of  level  which  the  interpolation  of  the  bacterial  beds  would 
involve? — Yes,  I  suppose  so. 

2780.  Mr.  Lawrence .]  You  could  not  discharge  into  the  Bay  without  the  consent 
of  the  Harbour  Board  ? — I  believe  the  consent  of  the  Harbour  Board  would  be 
necessary. 

2781.  If  they  refuse  you  will  have  to  consider  the  question  of  the  septic  tank  ? — I 
take  it  that  they  would  have  to  prove  that  it  would  be  a  nuisance  before  they  could 
refuse. 

2782.  Mr.  Stewart. ]  Then,  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  method  of  disposing  of  your 
sewage  has  really  not  been  settled  yet  ? — Yes,  it  has  been  settled  ;  we  have  decided  to 
have  a  sea  outfall,  and  upon  that  we  are  all  agreed. 

2783.  Is  it  settled  that  there  should  be  an  alternative  in  the  scheme  to  provide 
for  the  treatment  of  the  sewage  by  septic  tanks  or  otherwise  ? — No. 

2784.  Did  you  say  that  the  cost  at  Barrhead  was  very  small  ? — Yes. 

2785.  Si'  that  if  we  went  in  for  bacteriological  tanks  here  the  cost  should  not  be 
very  high  either  ? — It  would  not  be  considerable  ;  I  think  it  would  oost  about  double 
what  it  would  cost  in  Scotland. 

2786.  Chairman.']  You  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  these  matters,  now 
can  you  tell  us  what  effect  a  low  temperature  lias  upon  work  of  this  description — frosty 
weather  as  compared  to  warm  weather  ? — I  raised  the  question  when  I  was  there,  but 
was  informed  that  there  was  no  difficulty. 

2787.  Then  you  learnt  that  it  was  the  same  in  cold  as  in  warm  weather  ? — Well, 
it  changed. 

2788.  Possibly  you  have  formed  some  opinion  as  to  how  this  part  of  the  Colony 
would  be  affected  in  that  respect  ?  Here  you  have  a  suitable  temperature,  and  would  it 
not  be  likely  that  the  process  would  go  on  more  rapidly  from  day  to  day  than  in  a  cold 
oliraate  ? — Yes. 

2789.  There  is  a  difference  in  operations  due  to  the  climatic  conditions  ? — Yes,  the 
difference  in  the  temperature  here  is  not  so  great  as  at  Home,  and  I  think  the  process 
would  be  more  regular  here. 

2790.  Now  that  these  questions  have  been  raised,  I  presume  that  your  Council 
will  satisfy  itself  in  the  first  instance  that  the  sea  outfall  in  Table  Bay  can  be  obtained, 
and  that,  in  the  second  place,  as  an  alternative,  that  provision  is  made  for  having  some 
scheme  of  sewage  disposal  on  land  ? — Yes. 

2791.  So  that  you  will  not  finally  sanction  a  scheme  until  you  are  satisfied  on 
these  points  ?- — Yes,  I  may  say  that  the  scheme  is  just  hinging  on  the  sea  outfall. 

2792.  And  I  understand  from  you  that  the  same  Engineer  that  has  been  employed 
at  Woodstock  is  to  be  employed  by  you  ? — Yes. 

2793.  So  that  your  drainage  would  be  made  to  fit  in  with  that  of  Woodstock  ? — 

Yes,  we  wish  to  avoid  friction  between  Engineers. 

2794.  Have  you  any  information  on  the  point  that  Mowbray  intends  carrying  out 
their  drainage  scheme,  which  is  part  of  the  general  scheme  by  means  of  their  own 
Eugincer  ? — Y  es,  I  believe  so,  as  far  as  the  internal  sewer  is  concerned,  not  the  trunk 
Bewer. 
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2795.  That  would  be  made  by  Mr.  Olive  ?• — Yes,  I  think  he  will  take  oharge  of 
the  trunk  sewer  from  Claremont  to  the  Bay. 

279(1.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  streets  and  roads,  we  would  like  to  ask  you 
a  few  questions  bearing  on  your  relationship  with  the  Divisional  Council.  You  have 
had  to  borrow  a  good  deal  of  money  to  make  your  streets  ? — Yes,  a  good  deal. 

2797.  And  has  the  Divisional  Council  to  do  with  more  than  one  road  within  your 
area  ? — Yes,  with  several ;  putting  it  into  miles  it  comes  to  six  and  one-eighth  miles. 
We  have  got  the  main  road  one  and  three-quarter  miles,  the  main  street,  Newlands, 
one-quarter  mile;  Palmboom-road,  half  a  mile  (a  divisional  road);  Paradise-road, 
half  a  mile  ;  Oak  Avenue,  Newlands,  half  a  mile  ;  Protea-road,  quarter  mile  ;  a  portion 
of  Lansdown-road,  quarter  mile  ;  and  Campground -road,  one  mile. 

2798.  That  seems  a  very  complicated  business? — Yes,  we  have  a  good  many 
difficulties,  seeing  that  we  have  no  jurisdici ion  over  these  roads. 

2799.  The  main  road  given  at  one  and  three-quarter  miles  is  the  tram  road  whioh 
leads  on  to  Simon’s  Town  ? — Yes,  and  your  Newlands- street  starts  near  Dean-street, 
and  is  called  the  Newlands  Avenue  ? — No,  it  is  a  divisional  road,  and  is  a  quarter  mile 
1  °ug- 

2800.  I  see  in  the  Divisional  Council  return  for  1901  they  claim  to  have  spent 
£842  10s.  lid.  in  respect  of  every  mile  of  your  six  and  one-eighth  miles? — I  estimate 
it  at  £241. 


2801.  But  then  they  add  £106  in  respect  of  material  ? — I  have  not  got  that. 

2802.  At  any  rate  it  works  out  that  they  claim  an  expenditure  of  £342  10s.  lid. 
on  each  mile  of  road  ? — Yes. 

2803.  The  Divisional  Council,  however,  obtained  from  the  Municipality  of  Clare¬ 
mont  in  1901  £4,885  ? — Yes. 

2804.  And  they  spent  at  a  rate,  as  I  have  said,  of  £342  10s.  lid.  on  each  mile,  so 
that  they  get  from  you  nearly  £3,000  more  than  they  spent  on  your  roads  ? — Accord¬ 
ing  to  that  return. 

2805.  For  the  current  year  they  are  rating  you  for  £3,452,  and  they  will  spend 
probably  about  the  same  as  before  ? — Yes. 

2806.  Now,  can  you  tell  me  in  what  condition  these  roads  are,  which  are  main¬ 
tained  either  altogether  or  in  part  by  the  Divisional  Council  as  regards  efficiency  of 
maintenance  or  state  of  repair? — We  have  had  frequently  to  call  attention  particularly 
to  the  main  road,  part  of  which  is  maintained  by  the  Tramway  Company  and  part  by 
the  Divisional  Council,  the  result  being  that  the  whole  road  is  not  prepared  at  the 
same  time,  and  consequently  does  not  wear  even. 

2807.  And  you  do  nothing  to  it  ? — Nothing  except  watering. 

2808.  And  who  maintains  the  footpaths  ?— We  do. 

2809.  And  the  Divisional  Council  maintains  thirty  feet  of  road  between  ? — Yes. 

2810.  And  is  there  friction  ? — Efficient  supervision  is  not  maintained,  but  I  must 
say  that  they  are  very  attentive  to  our  requests,  but  if  there  were  only  one  authority 
it  would  be  more  efficiently  done. 

2811.  And  you  are  in  favour  of  abolishing  the  Divisional  Council  altogether? — 
No,  I  am  in  favour  of  reconstructing  it,  because  if  you  abolish  it  you  would  require 
something  to  put  into  its  place.  If  reconstructed,  such  a  body  might  be  entrusted 
with  such  matters  as  water,  drainage  and  electric  light.  Mr.  Walker  has  a  scheme 
which  he  would  like  to  lay  before  you. 

2812.  Would  you  rather  see  the  Divisional  Council  supplanted  by  something  in 
the  nature  of  a  Central  Board  of  Works? — Exactly. 

2813.  Where  will  that  Board  come  from? — Well,  I  should  say  that  such  a  Board 
would  be  elected  by  the  people ;  then  there  ought  to  be  small  councils  or  vestries 
whose  duties  it  would  be  to  look  after  purely  looal  matters,  and  representatives  from 
these  vestries  might  come  into  the  composition  of  the  Board. 

2814.  Then  you  would  have  a  system  of  indirect  election  from  the  small  Board  to 
the  larger  one  ? — Yes. 

2815.  And  let  the  larger  Board  deal  with  light,  drainage,  water,  rating,  and  the 
possession  of  the  Tramway  System,  if  municipalised  ? — Yes. 

2816.  That  would  leave  very  little  for  the  Boards  to  do  ? — Such  matters  as  passing 
of  plans  and  seeing  to  small  matters  connected  with  drainage,  sanitary  matters,  and 
so  on. 

2817.  Do  you  think  you  would  get  proper  men  to  become  members  of  a  srrfall 
Board  of  that  kind  ? — I  think  so. 

2818.  What  qualifications  would  you  insist  upon  ? — The  same  qualification  that 
now  exists. 

2819.  And  would  there  be  a  separate  qualification  for  membership  of  the  Central 
Board  of  Works  ? — No ;  the  same. 
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2820.  And  would  you  have  this  one  Board  dealing  with  the  whole  Peninsula 
from  Simon’s  Town  to  Green  Point  ?■ — Yes. 

2821.  And  would  you  give  them  rating  powers  Yes,  absolutely.  The  small 
vestries  should  send  in  estimates  to  the  Central  Board  as  to  what  they  will  require, 
and  upon  those  estimates  the  Central  Board  would  levy  their  rates. 

2822.  And  give  the  vestries  a  certain  amount  of  money  to  spend,  or  should  the 
vestries  give  the  Central  Board  a  certain  amount  of  money  to  spend  ? — No ;  the 
Central  Board  should  give  the  vestries  a  certain  amount  of  money  to  spend. 

2823.  And  you  would  give  the  Board  power  to  rate  for  their  own  purposes  and 
for  the  purposes  of  the  vestry  ?  —  Yes. 

2824.  Do  you  think  such  a  Central  Board  would  work  well,  and  can  you  give  us 
an  example  of  any  Board  constituted  in  the  same  way  ? — Well,  they  have  similar 
facilities  given  at  Home. 

2825.  In  what  part  perhaps  Mr.  Walker  will  tell  us  ? — What  I  thought  might 
be  done  is  to  have  one  large  Council  for  the  whole  Peninsula  and  besides 
have  the  Peninsula  divided  into  districts,  which  districts  should  be  entrusted  with 
purely  local  affairs  such  as  maintaining  the  roads  and  administering  the  Public 
Health  Act,  and  the  District  Committees  would  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Central 
Board.  These  District  Committees  would  frame  and  submit  their  estimates  to  the 
larger  Council,  and  if  the  larger  Council  approved  of  them,  then  rates  would  be  levied 
accordingly  by  the  larger  or  County  Council,  and  the  money  paid  from  time  to  time  to 
the  District  Committees  upon  requisition  to  the  larger  Council,  detailing  the  purposes 
for  which  the  money  is  required.  That  is  what  is  done  in  the  County  Councils  at 
Home. 

2826.  Have  similar  Boards  in  England  the  right  to  nominate  members  for  the 
County  Council  ? — Yes,  what  are  styled  Palish  Councils,  and  members  are  nominated 
from  them  upon  the  District  Committee. 

2827.  Mr.  Lawrence.']  But  are  they  elected  by  the  Council  of  the  Parish  ? — No, 
by  the  ratepayers. 

2828.  Chairman.]  That  is  the  point  that  I  want  to  get  hold  of,  because  Mr. 
Donnan  said  that  the  local  municipal  council  should  elect  certain  members  to  the  larger 
Board,  and  that  the  ratepayers  generally  should  elect  certain  other  members  to  the 
larger  Board.  So  that  it  seems  to  me  you  would  have  two  classes,  some  elected 
by  the  rateyayers  and  others  elected  by  the  smaller  Boards  ? — But  under  the 
scheme  I  propose,  the  councillors  would  originally  all  be  elected  by  the  ratepayers. 
The  larger  Council  would  be  elected  by  the  ratepayers,  and  so  would  the  District 
Committee  in  the  same  way,  the  latter  having  a  representation  on  the  larger  Council, 
but  those  are  matters  of  detail  which  can  be  thought  out  afterwards.  I  think  the 
larger  body  should  control  all  the  larger  matters  in  the  Municipality,  such  as  water, 
drainage,  electric  light  and,  as  Mr.  Donnan  said,  the  Tramway  System,  besides  the 
question  of  protection  against  fire.  That  is  what  they  practically  do  at  Home,  where 
they  control  all  matters  including  the  Police,  road  maintenance  and  public  health,  and 
other  matters  which  would  not  be  applicable  to  a  County  Council  established  here. 

2829.  Your  plan  is  not  to  be  confined  specially  to  Claremont,  it  embraces  Cape 
Town  and  all  the  others ;  and  do  you  think  the  Corporation  at  Cape  Town,  with  the 
Mayor  at  their  head,  would  like  to  see  a  body  over  them  which  took  their  drainage, 
their  lighting,  and  their  water  out  of  their  hands,  and  put  them  into  that  of  a  Board, 
consisting  of  members  drawn  from  different  districts  right  away  from  Simonstowu  to 
Cape  Town  ;  don’t  you  think  that  there  would  be  a  difficulty  there  of  dealing  with 
ratepayers  who  would  see  their  business  in  the  hands  of  such  a  Board  instead  of  being 
able  to  control  their  own  Municipal  affairs  with  their  Mayor  at  their  head  ? — That  is 
sentiment. 

2830.  But  there  is  more  than  sentiment  there  ? — Cape  Town  Council  need  not 
have  all  the  local  affairs  taken  out  of  their  hands  by  the  Central  Board,  only  such 
matters  as  water,  drainage,  lighting,  tramways,  &c.,  but  a  scheme  could  be  devised 
under  County  Council  administration  whereby  Cape  Town  could  retain  its  prestige  of 
a  City  Council. 

2831.  These  are  practically  the  things  for  which  a  Municipality  exists  ? — I  should 
say  it  exists  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  the  public  health  and  local  interests  of 
the  community. 

2832.  And  water  and  drainage  ? — Yes,  but  there  are  a  great  many  other  minor 
matters  connected  with  Local  Government  which  could  be  detailed. 

2833.  And  these  District  Committees  that  you  speak  of  would  be  the  same  as  the 
Field-cornetcies  ? — Yes,  they  might  be  so. 

2834.  And  would  you  give  them  power  to  rate  or  raise  money  through  the 
Central  Board  ? — Everything  should  be  done  through  the  Central  Board. 
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2835.  Would  you  have  a  Council  for  each  Field-oornetoy  in  the  Cape  Division  ? — 
You  would  require  something  of  that  kind. 

2836.  What  would  he  your  unit  of  administration  outside  of  the  Municipalities  ? 
— I  have  not  thought  that  out. 

2837.  It  would  practically  be  a  Field-cornetcy  ? — I  have  not  thought  it  out,  but 
I  should  think  it  would  mean  a  little  more  than  that  in  the  outlying  districts. 

2838.  What  advantage  would  that  have  over  a  system  which  would  combine  all  the 
Municipalities,  say  from  Wynberg  to  Green  Point,  under  a  Board  having  powers 
to  levy  rates,  &c.,  plus  the  maintenance  of  main  roads  and  divisional  roads  within  the 
Municipal  area  ?  Would  you  leave  the  management  of  all  those  matters  in  the  hands 
of  the  larger  Municipality  ? — The  advantage  of  the  larger  or  County  Council  scheme 
would  be  that  it  would  provide  for  the  future  growth  of  the  Peninsula. 

2839.  If  all  the  existing  Municipalities  were  amalgamated  it  would  not  mean  a 
very  large  Municipality  after  all  ? — No. 

2840.  It  would  not  be  a  large  Municipality  if  you  compare  it  with  the 
Municipalities  in  England  or  Scotland,  or  America,  or  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  ? — 
No, 

2841.  Yes,  but  the  difference  is  this,  you  would  have  this  new  Board  controlling 
from  Simonstown  to  Green  Point,  and  dealing  with  water,  drainage  and  eleotric  light, 
and  borrowing,  I  think  ? — Yes. 

2842.  And  alongside  of  that  you  would  have  so  many  District  Councils  representing 
Wynberg,  Claremont,  Rondebosch,  Mowbray,  Woodstock,  Cape  Town  and  Sea 
Point,  each  looking  after  such  matters  as  are  not  going  over  to  the  larger  Board  ? — 
There  would  require  to  be  a  certain  amount,  of  amalgamation  of  those  places  for 
District  Committee  purposes. 

2843.  Now,  what  advantage  would  that  give  you  over  one  large  Municipality 
between  Wynberg  and  Sea  Point? — The  advantage  it  would  give,  I  think,  is  that  the 
different  localities  would  be  better  served  for  local  purposes  by  the  smaller  Councils 
controlling  convenient  districts  than  by  a  huge  Council  controlling  such  a  scattered  area 
as  that  from  Sea  Point  to  Simonstown.  The  amalgamation  of  the  Municipalities  from 
Simonstown  to  Sea  Point  would,  however,  be  a  better  system  of  Local  Government 
than  the  present. 

2844.  Now,  Mr.  Donnan,  were  you  present  at  a  Conference  which  was  attended 
by  delegates  from  the  different  Municipalities  ? — No. 

2845.  But  a  resolution  from  that  Conference  came  before  your  Council? — Yes, 
there  was  a  resolution. 

2846.  Did  you  do  anything  in  that  matter  ?— No ;  I  think  the  feeling  of  our 
Council  was  that  the  Divisional  Council  should  be  abolished,  but  I  dou’t  think  a 
definite  decision  was  come  to  in  the  matter ;  I  am  of  course  speaking  only  from 
memory.  The  position  is  this,  there  are  so  many  things  that  we  have  in  common,  and 
we  find  a  difficulty  in  consulting  one  another  for  the  purpose  of  passing  certain  resolu¬ 
tions  which  are  necessary,  as  we  cannot  act  independently,  and  the  interests  of  the 
Municipality  and  your  Divisional  Council  overlap,  so  that  often  a  lot  of  time  is  wasted, 
because  certain  of  the  Municipalities  decide  upon  a  certain  line  of  action,  and  another 
does  not  agree,  and  so  the  thing  is  thrown  to  the  wind ;  all  that  would  be  done  away 
with  if  there  were  a  Central  Board  to  deal  with  all  these  questions. 

2847.  May  I  ask  if  your  Council  has  considered  the  advisability  of  initiating  such 
a  Central  Board  as  you  have  detailed  ? — No,  there  has  been  no  resolution,  it  is  merely 
my  own  opinion. 

2848.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Is  it  shared  by  a  large  number  of  the  Councils? — Yes. 

2849.  Chairman .]  There  is  a  general  feeling  that  an  amalgamation  of  interests  is 
required  without  committing  yourselves  to  any  particular  plan  of  doing  it  ? — Yes,  that 
is  so. 

2850.  Dr.  Gregory.']  Mr.  Walker  mentioned  that  the  Board  should  look  after  such 
matters  as  water,  lighting,  drainage,  Tramway  systems,  if  acquired,  and  fire  extinction, 
and  under  the  smaller  Councils  public  health  and  roads,  now  first  of  all  with  regard  to 
publio  health,  why  should  you  consider  that  a  local  matter  ? — I  did  not  quite  finish  my 
statement,  my  idea  was  that  the  larger  Board  should  appoint  a  Medical  Officer  to 
supervise  the  whole  of  the  District,  and  he  would  have  such  Officers  as  Sanitary 
Inspectors  under  his  control.  Those  Inspectors  to  be  appointed  by  the  District 
Committees. 

2851.  Then  it  would  be  under  the  main  authority? — Yes. 

2852.  And  it  would  be  administered  by  the  Officer  of  the  Main  Authority  ? — Yes. 

2853.  So  that  you  delegate  your  authority  to  the  Medical  Officer  ? — Yes. 

2854.  Therefore  public  health  has  to  be  added  to  that  list  ? — Yes,  but  it  would  be 
as  well  to  have  some  local  administration. 
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2855.  Why  do  you  put  roads  under  the  smaller  bodies ;  are  you  not  now  suffering 

from  the  effeots  of  these  roads  being  cut  up  by  so  many  bodies  that  the  power  of  action 
in  dealing  with  them  is  not  sufficient  ? — To  a  certain  extent.  I  had  in  my  mind  the 
formation  of  an  area  or  district  as  before  stated.  < 

2856.  Why  could  not  the  Main  Authority  look  after  roads  as  well  as  the  smaller 
bodies  ? — There  is  no  reason  why  the  Main  Authority  should  not  appoint  a  Chief 
Engineer  to  superintend  all  the  roads  in  the  Peninsula. 

2857.  So  that  practically  that  could  come  into  the  list  of  amalgamation  ? — Yes, 
but  they  would  require  a  certain  amount  of  local  or  district  supervision. 

2858.  I  am  coming  to  that,  but  there  is  no  reason  why  that  should  not  work  provided 
the  interest  of  the  local  areas  have  an  assurance  that  they  will  be  looked  after  ? — 
Quite  so. 

2859.  Then  there  is  the  passing  of  building  plans?— Yes. 

2860.  Does  not  that  strike  you  as  a  matter  that  should  be  done  on  a  definite  basis, 
and  controlled  by  the  Main  Authority  ? — There  is  no  reason  why  the  Main  Authority 

'  should  not  frame  regulations  to  enforce  a  uniform  system  for  the  whole  Peninsula. 

2861.  Why  should  not  their  building  officers  examine  these  plans  and  pass  them  ? 
— They  could,  but  these  are  details. 

2862.  But  they  involve  great  points  in  regard  to  architectural  and  sanitary  fitness 
of  buildings,  which  is  a  matter  that  requires  to  be  looked  after,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  done  by  the  Main  Authority  through  their  officers? — I  quite 
agree  that  the  larger  body  should  have  regulations  to  guard  against  that,  but  I  may 
say  if  you  had  one  man  to  superintend  the  whole  of  the  District  from  Sea  Point  to  Simons- 
town  you  would  find  that  the  erection  of  buildings  would  not  be  properly  supervised, 
and  consequently  they  would  be  erected  contrary  to  plans  in  many  instances.  It  is  the 
matter  of  proper  supervision  which  is  of  importance. 

2863.  That  is  a  matter  of  administration  ? — Yes. 

2864.  And  if  the  larger  body  could  administer  lighting,  water  and  drainage,  they 
could  also  administer  building  regulations  ? — Yes,  but  I  think  that  the  supervision 
would  be  better  carried  out  if  delegated  to  the  District  Committee  so  far  as  the  area 
which  is  governed  is  concerned. 

2865.  Then  there  is  one  other  matter  and  that  is  the  general  carrying  out  of  the 
Municipal  Regulations  ;  would  it  not  be  better  to  have  prosecutions  carried  out  under 
one  main  authority  ? — Yes. 

2866.  Now,  I  think  you  have  nothing  left  for  your  local  bodies,  everything  is 
done  by  the  Main  Board  ? — Yes,  practically  all  the  important  matters  are  dealt  with 
by  the  Main  Board,  but  still  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  local  supervision  which  it  is 
necessary  to  carry  out  to  ensure  the  wants  of  the  district  being  attended  to. 

2867.  Is  not  that  merely  another  way  of  expressing  the  necessity  for  protecting 
the  interest  of  the  small  areas  as  against  the  combined  interest  ?  To  insure  that  the 
Main  Authority  exercises  proper  supervision  over  all  these  districts  alike  ? — That  is 
practioally  what  it  comes  to. 

2868.  Cannot  that  be  arrived  at  by  your  system  of  representation  on  the  main 
body  ?  —Yes.  I  may  state  that  I  only  gave  an  outline  of  what  I  thought  would  be  a 
good  system  of  Local  Government  as  compared  with  the  present  system.  Any 
combination  would  be  better  than  the  large  number  of  small  Municipalities  existing  at 
present,  that  is  an  undoubted  fact. 

2869.  Really  then  the  factor  that  you  wanted  to  arrange  for  is  proper  representa¬ 
tion,  so  that  all  the  areas  are  properly  represented  on  this  body  and  have  a  sufficient 
voice  ? — Quite  so,  including  the  whole  area,  urban  and  rural. 

2870.  If  the  smaller  bodies  were  inaugurated  they  would  have  to  maintain  a 
separate  staff,  and  that  would  mean  much  greater  expense  than  if  things  were  main¬ 
tained  by  the  larger  Board  ? — Yes,  very  probably. 

2871.  They  would  each  require  building  inspectors,  engineers,  surveyors,  road 
inspectors  and  60  on  ? — No,  you  would  not  want  an  engineer  and  surveyor  for  each 
district,  but  you  would  want  a  road  inspector  and  building  inspector. 

2872.  It  could  be  far  better  and  more  economically  arranged  under  one  head 
authority,  could  it  not  ? — Yes,  as  far  as  local  government  is  concerned,  under  one  head. 

2873.  So  that  I  take  it  that  it  is  your  opinion  that  there  should  be  one  Local 
Authority  for  all  these  Municipal  areas  ? — That  is  what  it  comes  to. 

2874.  But  every  portion  of  this  area  should  be  properly  represented  on  the  Central 
Board  ? — In  such  a  manner  that  local  interests  are  protected. 

2875.  And  if  that  could  be  done  you  think  the  thing  would  work  properly  ? — I 
see  no  reason  why  it  should  not. 

2876.  You  have  given  us  some  sort  of  idea  of  your  representation  on  this  Board, 
but  as  things  now  stand  that  woidd  not  hold  good  under  this  new  scheme? — Yes,  if 
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such  a  scheme  were  adopted  such  scheme  would  require  to  be  amended  to  some  extent, 
and  it  would  do  away  with  having  District  Committees.  The  representatives  of  the 
various  areas  would  not  be  elected  in  the  same  manner  as  say  in  Cape  Town,  where  it 
is  all  one  body.  There  should  be  what  might  be  termed  Electoral  Divisions,  and  a 
member  or  members  of  the  large  Council  proposed  should  be  elected  by  that  division 
instead  of  a  certain  number  of  members  elected  for  the  whole  area  from  Sea  Point  to 
Simonetown  without  representing  any  particular  district. 

2877.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  any  Government  Nominees  on  such  a 
Board  ? — No. 

2878.  You  have  compared  the  amount  paid  in  rates  to  the  Divisional  Council  and 
the  amount  spent  by  the  Divisional  Council  in  your  District  ? — Yes. 

2879.  So  that  they  spent  less  than  they  raised  in  your  district  ? — Yqs,  very  much 

less. 


2880.  Do  you  not  consider  that  the  Municipalities  have  some  advantage  from  the 
roads  outside  their  areas  in  the  more  rural  portions  of  the  district  ? — No,  I  don’t  think 


so. 


2881.  But  these  roads  are  mainly  for  traffic  to  and  from  the  Urban  areas  ? — 
(Mr.  Donnan ) :  True,  but  the  traffic  is  so  little,  and,  if  the  rateable  values  were 
adjusted,  and  put  on  a  proper  basis  I  think  the  amount  that  is  required 
for  the  various  roads  would  be  met  in  the  outlying  districts.  Of  course 
this  large  scheme  that  we  have  mapped  out,  the  large  governing  body 
would  take  in  a  very  large  area  so  that  a  good  many  of  these  rural  roads 
would  be  taken  in,  and  would  be  maintained  under  the  sway  of  the  larger  Board. 
I  may  point  out  as  a  little  comparison  :  the  expenditure  by  the  Divisional  Council  on 
the  sixth  and  one-eighth  miles  of  roads  was  £241  per  mile  as  against  the  maintainance  of 
our  Municipal  roads,  which  amounts  to  twenty-one  miles,  and  works  out  at  £88  10s. 
per  mile,  there  is  a  considerable  difference,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  the  Municipal 
roads  have  been  fairly  well  maintained. 

2882.  Chairman. ]  Do  you  hold  that  your  roads  on  which  you  spent  £88  10s. 
are  just  as  well  kept  as  those  on  which  the  Divisional  Council  spent  £343  10s.  lid.  per 
mile  ? — Yes. 

2883.  Dr.  Gregory .]  But  there  is  a  great  expense  in  keeping  up  Main  Hoads  in 
comparison  with  Bye  Roads? — Yes,  but  apart  from  the  amount  I  maintain  that  the 
roads  that  the  Divisional  Council  keep  up  are  on  all  fours  with  the  roads  that  are 
maintained  by  the  Municipal  Council,  because  the  Main  Roads  are  partly  maintained 
by  the  Tramway  Company,  so  that  there  is  a  set  off  of  about  half. 

2884.  You  think  you  could  maintain  this  six  miles  of  road  better  and  cheaper 
yourselves  than  the  Divisional  Council  do  it  for  you  ? — Yes,  we  have  our  Officers  there 
on  the  spot,  and  our  supervision  will  be  more  efficient.  With  regard  to  the  larger 
scheme  I  might  say  that  if  there  were  more  supervision  the  work  would  be  more 
efficiently  and  more  cheaply  done. 

2885.  That  is  you  should  have  areas  apportioned  to  different  Officers  ? — Yes. 

2886.  So  that  it  would  be  quite  sufficient  for  you  to  have  the  area  apportioned  in 
that  wav  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

2887.  But  under  the  scheme  you  mention  a  certain  amount  of  contribution  would 
have  to  be  paid  to  the  rural  roads  by  the  Urban  areas  because  the  Main  Board  will  see 
to  them  ? — Yes. 

2888  But  now  supposing  you  only  abolish  the  Town  Council  so  far  as  Urban 
areas  are  concerned,  don’t  you  thiuk  you  should  still  contribute  to  the  rural  roads  ? — 
No,  that  should  be  purely  a  Government  affair,  and  I  don’t  think  tbo  Municipality 
should  contribute.  These  outlying  Districts  benefit  by  the  Municipal  roads  in  the  same 
way  as  the  urban  districts  may  benefit  by  the  rural  roads. 

2889.  In  fact  the  extra  Municipal  properties  should  be  taxed  by  a  higher  rate  so 
as  to  meet  all  their  requirements  and  they  should  not  come  back  on  you  ? — Yes. 

2890.  Mr.  Gurney. \  Do  you  consider  that  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Claremont  in  regard  to  the  Tramway  Company  are  properly  protected  by  the  Municipal 
body? — There  are  difficulties,  we  have  practically  no  jurisdiction  over  the  Tramway 
Company  ;  they  run  over  the  Main  Road  which  is  under  the  Divisional  Council,  so  that 
if  there  is  any  complaint  in  regard  to  the  Tramway  management,  we  cannot  deal  with 
them  direct,  but  have  to  go  to  the  Divisional  Council. 

2891.  And  the  same  applies  to  the  other  Municipalities  ?  Yes. 

2892.  That  is,  although  the  Tramway  passes  through  the  Municipality,  you  have 
nothing  to  say  to  it  ?— "£es. 

2893.  Mr.  De  VilUers .]  If  you  had  to  maintain  all  these  roads  instead  of  the 
(  ivisional  Council,  it  would  come  out  of  your  present  rates  ? — I  think  we  could  main¬ 
tain  it  with  a  considerably  less  rate  thau  what  the  Divisional  Council  put  on  ;  the 
increase  in  our  own  rates  would  be  very  little  more. 
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2894.  But  could  you  do  it  out  of  your  present  power  of  rating,  or  would  you  have 
to  get  a  larger  rating  power  ? — No,  to  our  present  rating  power  we  would  probably 
have  to  add  one  farthing  or  even  less. 

2895.  Dr.  Gregory .]  The  Divisional  Council  rate  is  three  farthings  is  it  not  ? — 
This  year  it  is  f  of  a  penny. 

2896.  Chairman .]  Last  year  it  was  a  penny  ? — Yes. 

2897.  Mr.  Stewart .]  What  position  did  the  Claremont  Municipality  take  up  when 
the  Tramway  Bill  was  before  Parliament  ? — I  don’t  know,  I  was  not  a  member  of  the 
Council  then  although  I  know  that  there  was  some  opposition  taken  to  the  Tramway, 
but  that  was  purely  by  the  ratepayers,  and  there  was  some  action  taken  by  the  Council 
with  regard  to  footpaths  and  width  of  road.  The  Council  insisted  upon  thirty  feet  of 
road,  and  upon  so  much  for  side  paths.  That  we  enforced  in  conjunction  with  the 
Divisional  Council. 

2898.  You  don’t  know  what  stand  the  Municipality  took  up  before  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  Tramway  Bill  ? — I  could  not  say. 

2899.  Dr.  Anderson.]  To  what  do  you  ascribe  the  difference  in  the  respective 
amounts  which  your  Municipality  and  the  Divisional  Council  pay  for  the  maintenance 
of  roads  ? — Want  of  proper  supervision. 

2900.  Are  you  in  favour  of  Tramways  being  put  under  a  public  body  ? — Yes. 

2901.  And  rather  that  they  should  be  run  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  instead  of 
the  shareholders  ? — Yes. 

2902.  Mr.  Dyer.]  Does  the  Public  Works  Department  exercise  any  control  over 
the  construction  and  maintenance  of  Divisional  roads  ? — I  don’t  know,  I  believe  so. 

2903.  It  would  be  possible  for  the  Public  Works  Department  to  have  entire  con¬ 
trol  of  the  roads  ?• — Yes,  outside  the  Municipal  limits,  I  think. 

2904.  You  think  that  would  be  a  great  saving  ? — Yes. 

2905.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  I  would  like  to  know  from  Mr.  Walker  whether  in  dealing 
with  matters  some  distance  from  the  centre  in  your  Municipality,  Municipal  Committees 
are  not  appointed  ? — Yes. 

2906.  Supposing  that  a  Central  Board  was  appointed  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  the 
Peninsula,  could  not  the  different  districts  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way  ? — Yes,  my 
idea  of  having  a  District  Committee  was  to  have  it  on  the  spot  so  that  it  oould  control 
everything  in  a  sort  of  limited  area. 

2907.  And  they  would  deal  with  small  matters  ? — Yes. 

2908.  And  the  larger  matters  would  be  dealt  with  by  the  Central  Board  ? — Yes. 

2909.  And  that  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  people  living  in  the  Peninsula 
as  a  whole  ?■ — Yes. 

2910.  And  it  ought  to  be  administered  much  more  cheaply  ? — Yes. 

291 1.  And  you  would  get  more  efficiency  ? — Yes. 

2912.  You  have  had  some  experience  of  County  Councils  at  Home  ? — Yes. 

2913.  Are  they  elected  by  the  ratepayers  ? — Yes. 

2914.  And  they  have  District  Committees? — Yes,  the  counties  are  divided  into 
districts,  but  of  course  the  area  is  larger  there  than  the  Cape  Peniusula. 

2915.  What  authority  have  you  in  these  District  Committees  ? — They  are  entrusted 
under  the  Act  with  administration  of  publio  health  matters,  maintenance  of  roads  and 
sanitary  matters  generally. 

2916.  You  cannot  say  whether  they  have  a  Health  Officer  in  each  of  these 
districts  ? — They  have  the  power  to  appoint  a  Health  Officer  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  County  Council. 

2917.  And  then  do  they  have  a  staff  to  deal  with  the  roads? — Yes,  separate 
Engineer. 

2918.  I  take  it,  Mr.  Donnan,  that  the  cost  of  Divisional  Council  roads  is  caused 
by  the  great  distance  of  the  field  of  operation  from  the  centre,  and  that  the  going  back¬ 
wards  and  forwards  means  extra  expense  ? — Yes. 

2919.  Then  there  is  another  matter  with  regard  to  rating,  Mr.  Walker ;  you  said 
that  the  wards  would  be  rated  and  that  the  District  Committee  would  prepare  an 
estimate  of  all  requirements,  and  would  send  that  to  the  Central  Board,  who  would  then 
levy  the  rate ;  now,  would  you  have  a  different  rate  for  each  district  ? — Yes. 

2920.  You  would  not  have  a  uniform  rate  ? — No. 

2921 .  Each  district  according  to  its  requirements  ? — Yes. 

2922.  Or  rather  according  to  the  estimates  furnished  by  the  District  Committee  ? 
— Yes,  I  think  that  would  be  much  fairer. 

2923.  Would  you  not  have  the  difficulty  that  now  exists  with  all  Municipalities, 
and  the  ratepayers  would  cry  out  that  they  arc  not  equally  dealt  with,  as,  for  instance! 
Mowbray  is  paying  now  Id.,  and  you  are  paying  2£d.,  and  others  are  paying  2d.,  and 
so  on  ;  would  it  not  be  better  to  have  a  uniform  rate  levied  by  the  Central  Board  5 —No 
I  don’t  thmk  so. 
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2924.  Is  there  not  a  probability  that  one  district  would  have  a  considerable 
amount  of  work  done  and  in  another  district  very  little,  owing  to  the  class  of 
Councillors  elected  ? — No,  if  they  were  under  the  control  of  one  Central  Board  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  that  Board  to  see  that  the  requirements  of  each  district  were  attended  to. 

2925.  You  mean  of  course  that  the  rate  is  to  be  spent  in  the  District  where  it  is 
levied  ? — Yes,  undoubtedly. 

2926.  Chairman.']  But  that  would  be  only  in  regard  to  the  work  by  the  Looal 
Committee  ? — Yes. 

2927.  Then  your  larger  Board  would  have  power  to  rate  in  respect  of  drainage, 
light  and  maintainance  of  roads  ? — Yes,  for  the  whole  area  under  control  of  the  larger 
Board. 

2928.  I  think  Mr.  Donnan  suggested  that  the  extra  Municipal  roads  might  be 
handed  over  to  the  Public  Works  Department  ? — Yes. 

2929.  Would  that  mean  that  Government  would  have  to  find  another  source  of 
revenue  somewhere  or  another? — I  am  only  speaking  of  roads  outside  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  large  Central  Board,  and  I  take  it  that  the  Board  of  Works  would  rate  in  certain 
Districts.  The  Government  would  maintain  the  roads  through  the  Public  Works 
Department — and  anything  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Central  Board  would  be 
administered  by  them. 

2930.  Mr.  Walker’s  idea  was  that  the  whole  of  the  Cape  Division  should  be 
mapped  out  into  districts  like  Field-cornetcies,  but  then  we  came  upon  the  idea  that 
the  Public  Works  Department  should  maintain  the  road,  and  I  want  to  know  how 
things  would  fit  in  if  the  Public  Works  Department  had  to  maintain  the  roads  outside 
the  Municipality  ? — Field-cornetcies  would  have  to  be  established  and  their  rates  would 
be  according  to  the  requirements,  but  the  main  body  would  have  jurisdiction  over  these 
and  the  Public  Works  Department  would  be  excluded  from  having  anything  to  do  with 
the  rates  at  all. 

2931.  Then  the  whole  area  of  the  Cape  Division  would  be  covered  ? — Yes. 

2932.  And  there  would  he  nothing  for  the  Public  Works  Department  to  do  in  it? 
—No. 

2933.  Now  in  Claremont,  has  the  Divisional  Council  any  local  establishment  ? — - 
No. 

2934.  Where  is  the  plant  kept  ? — They  have  stables  in  Wynberg,  but  not  very 
far  from  their  seat  of  operations. 

2935.  So  that  there  is  not  much  loss  of  time  in  bringing  the  men  to  the  work  ? — 
No,  the  difficulty  is  want  of  proper  supervision. 

2936.  You  have  one  station  in  Wynberg,  where  is  the  nearest  one  to  that  ? — I  think 
somewhere  about  Mowbray. 

2937.  Mr.  Gurney.]  Is  there  not  also  one  at  Plumstead? — I  think  so. 

2938.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Do  I  understand,  Mr.  Walker,  that  you  would  have  one  rate 
for  local  purposes  and  another  for  general  purposes  of  the  Central  Board  ? — Yes,  I 
think  so,  if  you  require  a  rate  for  electric  light  or  any  other  similar  matter  entirely 
under  the  control  of  the  larger  Council,  you  would  want  a  general  rate  and  besides 
that  a  rate  for  purely  local  affairs. 

2939.  That  the  main  area  does  not  benefit  in  ? — Yes. 

2940.  If  that  principle  ie  carried  out  your  general  Municipal  Act,  providing  for 
special  rates  for  certain  parts  of  your  area,  would  apply  ? — Yes,  to  a  certain  extent  it 
would. 

2941.  And  it  is  a  well  recognised  principle  of  Local  Government  that  a  rate  may 
only  be  levied  for  certain  areas  ? — Yes,  like  they  do  in  the  County  Councils  at  Home. 

2942.  But  your  main  rates  would  practically  be  the  general  rates — sewage  and 
water  ?— Yes,  and  the  Public  Health  Rate  might  be  a  general  Rate. 

2943.  On  this  principle  ? — Yes. 

2944.  Otherwise  you  would  have  no  difficulty,  but  if  you  had  an  underestimate, 
you  would  have  to  levy  fresh  rates  ? — Yes,  or  make  provision  in  the  following  year’s 
estimate. 

2945.  Chairman.]  Then  the  matter  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  various  Munici¬ 
palities  could  be  arranged  for,  so  that  the  charge  in  respect  of  each  Municipality’s 
indebtedness  could  remain  a  charge  upon  the  inhabitants  within  that  area  ? — Yes. 

2946.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  that  way  ? — No,  that  is  what  the  County  Councils 
did  when  they  took  over  from  the  local  authorities  existing  prior  to  the  passing  of  the 
Local  Government  Act.  I  would  like  to  mention  that  there  should  be  one  auditor 
for  the  whole  of  the  Peninsula. 

2947.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  You  mean  he  should  be  appointed  by  the  Government? — •' 

Yes. 

2948.  Chairman .]  And  a  general  valuer? — Yes,  also  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Government.  He  should  not  be  appointed  by  the  Municipalities. 
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2940.  Do  you  know  wliat  the  system  in  New  Zealand  is? — No.  Huqk1)onnan 

2950.  They  have  a  Valuer  General  appointed,  and  he  has  several  officers  under  an<i 

him  ? — That  would  be  the  proper  thing.  _  .  .  David  Walker. 

2951.  As  a  practical  man  you  see  a  danger  in  connection  with  the  existing  22o(1  Aprii 
method  of  valuations  ? — Yes. 

2952.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Would  you  do  away  with  the  Valuation  Courts  ? — Oh  no, 
the  ratepayers  must  have  a  means  of  appeal. 

2953.  So  that  ultimately  the  Board  will  be  the  final  appeal  ?  Yes, 


undoubtedly. 

2954.  Mr.  Gurney.']  When  you  spoke  of  the  appointment  of  an  auditor  by  the 
Government,  you  mean  that  the  Auditor-General  for  the  Colony  should  undertake  the 
auditing  of  the  accounts  ? — Yes. 

2955.  Chairman.]  In  the  matter  of  lighting,  have  you  anything  to  say  to  the  Com¬ 
mission  ?  Are  you  satisfied  with  your  present  arrangement  ? — I  may  say  that  there 
is  at  present  a  Committee  at  work  in  regard  to  that  matter. 

2956.  You  are  supplied  by  some  Company,  the  same  as  Mowbray? — Yes. 

2957.  Have  you  any  complaints  with  reference  to  the  quality  of  the  electric 
light  ? — Yes,  it  is  inadequate,  hut  they  are  augmenting  their  plant,  and  promise  that 
when  that  is  completed  there  would  he  a  sufficient  supply  ;  they  are  also  erecting  a 
new  power  station  in  Claremont. 

2958.  Have  you  an  agreement  with  them  ?  Did  you  give  them  a  concession  ? — 


Yes. 


2959.  How  long  has  that  concession  to  run  ? — Thirty  years  from  now. 

2960.  They  have  practically  a  monopoly  of  electric  light  within  your  area  for 
the  next  thirty  years  ? — That  is  one  of  the  points  that  we  are  debating  just  now ;  there 
is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  the  Company  could  claim  that,  and  an  inquiry 
is  being  instituted. 

2961.  That  is  the  same  Company  that  supplied  from  Mowbray  to  Wynberg 
inclusive  ? — Yes. 

2962.  And  are  you  all  under  the  same  conditions  ? — No,  it  is  not  uniform,  and 
that  is  what  our  Councils  have  been  driving  at  to  try  and  get  a  uniform  tariff. 

2963.  And  then  is  it  in  any  way  suggestedjthat  it  should  be  municipalised  ? — Yes, 
but  we  have  had  a  report  from  the  Government  expert  and  he  is  of  opinion  that  it 
would  not  pay  Claremont  to  take  it  over. 

2964.  How  would  the  combination  of  the  four  Municipalities  result  in  that 
respect  ? — I  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing. 

2965.  It  would  be  possible  in  such  an  event  to  supply  the  light  cheaper  ? — Yes, 
the  report  of  the  Government  expert  tended  that  way. 

2966.  Dr.  Gregory.]  He  made  no  objections  as  regards  the  distance  the  power  has 
to  bo  transmitted  ? — No,  that  was  really  the  practical  point,  but  it  was  not  dealt  with. 

2967.  Chairman.]  Gas  is  coming  your  way  ? — Yes,  we  have  been  approached  by 
the  Gas  Company,  and  I  believe  they  are  laying  their  mains  to  Wynberg. 

2968.  Are  you  prevented  from  using  gas  ? — No. 

2969.  You  must  take  a  minimum  supply  of  light  from  the  Company,  and  could 
you  get  any  other  supply  above  that  ? — For  electric  light  we  cannot  go  elsewhere. 

2970.  Is  that  by  Parliamentary  enactment  or  contract  ? — By  contraot. 

2971.  So  that  if  we  want  information  on  this  subject,  we  would  have  to  get  a  copy 
of  this  contraot  ? — Yes,  I  have  it  here  and  will  put  it  in.  [Contract  put  in.] 

2972.  Mr.  De  Villiers.]  Is  there  any  contract  with  regard  to  the  supply  of  electrio 
light  to  private  houses  ? — Yes,  there  is  a  contract ;  it  is  in  the  concession. 

2973.  There  is  no  agreement  about  talking  over  the  plant  after  the  agreement 
should  end  ? — Yes,  there  is  an  agreement,  we  could  take  it  over  after  the  lapse  of  ten 
years,  and  I  believe  the  time  of  the  first  ten  years  will  be  up  on  the  1st  November  naxt. 

2974.  Chairman.]  It  is  open  for  revision  then  ? — Yes. 

2975.  Have  you  any  wash-houses? — We  have  one  wash-house. 

2976.  Do  you  permit  the  washing  of  clothes  within  the  Municipal  area  ? — No,  it 
is  against  the  regulations. 

2977.  Do  you  carry  that  out  with  some  effectiveness  ? — Yes. 

2978.  And  that  wash-house  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Water  Works 
Company  ? — Yes. 

2979.  Where  is  that  wash  house  situated  ? — Near  the  depositing  ground  on  the  23 
acres  of  which  I  spoke  yesterday. 

2980.  Where  does  the  water  run  to  ?— Wc  havo  filtering  beds  of  coke  where  it  is 
distributed. 

2981.  And  eventually  ? — It  soaks  into  the  ground  and  disappears. 

2982.  And  do  you  repair  those  beds  ? — Yes,  we  ohange  the  coke  frequently. 
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2983.  How  often  ? — About  onoe  in  three  months. 

2984.  Is  that  to  prevent  bad  smells  ? — It  is  to  take  the  soapy  and  fatty  matter 
which  is  produced  out  of  the  water. 

2985.  There  is  no  disagreeable  smell  about  these  places  ? — Well,  I  don’t  think  that 
there  is. 

2981).  What  is  your  charge  ? — 2d.  an  hour  with  a  maximum  of  6d.  per  day  per 
tub  which  includes  water. 

2987.  Do  you  supply  hot  water  ? — No,  cold  water. 

2988.  You  have  no  means  for  heating  ? — No,  we  have  no  artificial  means  for 
heating,  but  of  course  there  is  a  natural  drying  place. 

2989.  And  that  wash-house  is  near  to  where  you  dump  down  the  refuse  ? — Yes, 
it  is  on  a  portion  of  the  23  acres. 

2990.  Was  that  land  acquired  by  purchase  s' — Yes,  we  paid  about  £600  for  it. 

2991.  Is  it  on  a  low  level ;  or  on  an  average  level  with  the  rest  of  your  area  ? — 
It  is  on  an  average  level. 

2992.  Is  it  suitable  for  the  septic  tank  system  ? — No,  because  you  require  an 
outfall  for  the  effluent,  and  there  is  no  outfall  there  unless  you  put  it  into  the  tributary 
of  the  Liesbeek  River. 

2993.  Would  you  have  to  pump  l' — No,  I  think  it  is  fairly  adapted  as  a  wash¬ 
house  ground. 

2994.  In  the  neighbourhood  is  there  other  land  that  could  be  bought  if  you 
should  desire  to  increase  it  ? — No.  ‘ 

2995.  Where  would  the  natural  drainage  of  that  go  to  ? — Into  the  Black  River, 
and  ultimately  into  the  Liesbeek. 

2996.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Your  wash-house  is  on  the  border  of  the  Municipality  ? — 
Near  to  it. 

2997.  And  just  over  the  border  Rondebosch  has  a  small  wash-house  ? — Yes, 

2998.  And  these  two  wash-houses  are  practically  identical  ? — I  don’t  know,  they 
are  not  near  to  each  other  at  all,  now  that  I  think  of  it ;  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray 
have  their  wash-houses  close  together,  but  ours  is  a  good  distance  away. 

2999.  And  yours  is  not  near  Wynberg  ? — No. 

3000.  Dr.  Anderson .]  Have  you  got  a  Contagious  Diseases  Hospital  in  Clare¬ 
mont  ? — No,  but  we  have  been  trying  to  get  one  up  in  conjunction  with  Wynberg. 
There  are  difficulties,  and  we  have  not  as  yet  arrived  at  any  satisfactory  conclusion. 

3001.  Have  you  any  slaughter-houses? — No,  none 'within  our  limits. 

3002.  Chairman.']  Where  is  the  slaughtering  generally  done  ? — Outside  the 
limits  of  the  Municipality.  We  have  had  great  difficulty  with  that,  it  is  carried  on 
just  over  the  boundary,  over  which  we  have  no  control. 

3003.  In  whose  area  ? — In  that  of  the  Divisional  Council. 

3004.  Is  there  any  other  matter  you  would  like  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  ? — With  regard  to  the  population  I  am  now  in  a  position  to  supply  the 
information  asked  for  yesterday  ;  out  of  our  number  of  householders  of  2,650,  1,573 
are  Europeans,  and  there  are  1,077  coloured,  of  whom  one-third  of  the  latter  are 
registered  voters. 
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WEDNESDAY,  23 no  April,  1902. 

Present  : 


Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman). 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 

Mr.  Lawrence. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villi ers. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 
Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  T.  N.  Dyer. 


Mr.  Robert  Starke  (member  of  the  Cape  Divisional  Council)  and  Mr.  Henry  van  der 
Westhnizen  (Secretary  to  the  Divisional  Council)  were  examined. 


3005.  Chairman .]  You,  Mr.  Starke,  have  been  deputed  by  the  Divisional 
Council  to  give  evidence  before  this  Commission  on  behalf  of  the  Council  ? — Mr. 
Councillor  Hare  and  I  were  deputed  by  the  Council,  and  I  expect  Mr.  Hare  will 
be  here  presently. 

3006.  And  Mr.  Van  der  Westhuizen,  you  are  here  to  give  any  assistance  which 
might  be  required  from  you  ? — Yes,  I  have  been  specially  asked  by  the  Commission  to 
give  evidence. 

3007.  The  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape  consists  of  14  members? — Yee. 

3008.  And  outside  the  Cape  Town  area  the  Cape  Division  is  divided  into  eight 
Districts  ? — Yes. 

3309.  Each  District  returning  one  member  ? — Yes. 

3010.  Could  you  tell  the  Commission  in  what  way  these  Municipalities  in  the 
suburbs  are  grouped  in  these  Districts  ? — By  Field-cornetcies. 

3011.  Yes,  but  do  you  combine  any  of  the  suburban  Munici] lalities  into  one  Field- 
cornetcy  ? — No;  there  is  one  for  Woodstock,  with  certain  portions  of  Maitland, 
I  think,  and  I  am  not  certain  whether  certain  portions  of  Rondebosch  are  not 
included  also ;  one  member  for  Mowbray,  one  member  for  Claremont,  one  member  for 
Wynberg,  one  member  for  Simoustown,  and  one  member  for  Muizenberg  and  Kalk 
Bay  and  outlying  districts. 

3012.  No,  but  first  of  all  give  me  the  area  between  Wynberg  and  Cape  Town, 
how  many  would  you  have  in  that  ? — Four,  I  think. 

3013.  So  that  four  members  out  of  the  6ight  district  members  represent  the 
Suburbs  ? — Yes,  the  boundary  division  is  between  Wynberg  and  Muizenberg. 

3014.  Woodstock  has  one  member  for  itself? — Well,  I  cannot  say  now;  there 
are  certain  portions  of  Woodstock,  I  think,  which  fall  into  Mowbray,  and  1  think 
certain  portions  of  Maitland  also,  but  I  am  not  sure  how  they  are  divided.  At  auy 
rate  the  division  is  by  Field-cornetcies. 

3015.  How  has  that  arrangement  been  come  to? — It  was  come  to  years  ago, 
before  these  Municipalities  were  in  existence. 

3016.  And  they  have  never  been  altered  since  ? — No. 

3017.  I  think  you  have  accounted  for  five  members  so  far,  now  will  you  tell  us 
about  the  other  three  ? — There  is  one  member  for  Downs  No.  1  and  Tigersberg  and 
Riet  River  ;  and  I  represent  Blauwberg,  Durbanville  and  Koeberg. 

3018.  Then  practically  it  comes  to  this  :  that  six  members  represent  Cape  Town, 
five  members  represent  the  small  Municipalities,  and  three  represent  the  rural  District  ? 
— No,  six  members  represent  the  smaller  Municipalities,  including  Simonstown.  I 
might  say  that  Simonstown  is  a  Municipaiity,  and  each  representative  has  a  smail 
portion  outside  the  Municipalities  also ;  and  the  rural  areas  are  represented  by  two 
members. 

3019.  Who  generally  form  the  Divisional  Council,  townsmen  or  gentlemen 
residing  in  rural  Districts  ? — Mostly  townsmen. 

3020.  I  presume  you  reside  in  a  rural  district?— Yes,  I  think  I  am  the  only  one 
residing  outside  the  Municipalities. 

3021.  What  part  of  the  Division  is  that  ? — Koeberg  No.  1. 

3022.  Can  you  explain  how  it  comes  about  that  you  have  not  more  rural  members 
on  this  Council  ? — Because  I  suppose  the  suburban  population  outvotes  them.  It 
would  be  useless  for  an  outside  man  to  stand  for  these  Districts,  as  he  would  have  no 
chance  whatever  in  the  suburbs. 

3023.  Still  there  is  one  other  representative  for  a  rural  district  besides  yourself  ? 
— Yes,  Mr.  Langerman  represents  the  other  rural  district ;  he  lives  at  Sea  Point,  but 
owns  property  outside  and  represents  one  portion. 
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3024.  And  the  other  gentlemen  ?- -There  is  Mr.  Hugo,  who  represents  Simons- 
Town,  but  he  is  put  in  by  the  Municipality. 

3024  (a).  Mr.  Lawrence .]  And  Muizenberg  ? — That  is  about  the  same  as  Simons- 
Town  ;  Muizenberg  and  Kalk  Bay  are  represented  by  Mr.  Runciman. 

3025.  Chairman. J  How  often  does  the  Divisional  Council  meet? — They  have 
their  or  Jinary  meetings  once  a  month. 

3026.  Did  they  have  twelve  meetings  last  year  ? — Yes. 

3027.  Where  do  they  meet  ? — In  their  office  in  Grreenmarket  Square,  in  Cape 
Town. 

3028.  Can  you  tell  me  the  number  of  voters  that  are  on  your  roll  ? — For  the 
whole  ? 

3029.  Yes. — No,  I  have  not  gone  into  that. 

\_From  this  stage  Mr.  van  der  Westhuizen  answered  most  of  the  Questions .] 

3030.  Perhaps  the  Secretary  will  be  able  to  tell  us  ? — I  have  not  got  the  figures 
here,  but  the  voters’  list  will  show. 

3031.  Can  you  supply  us  with  a  copy  of  the  figures  distinguishing  the  number  of 
voters  who  have  the  right  as  ratepayers  from  those  coming  under  the  £75  qualification  ? 
— Yes. 

3032.  And  the  Commission  would  also  like  to  have  the  number  who  possess  the 
Councillor’s  qualification — the  £500  qualification  ? — That  could  be  supplied. 

3033.  How  often  is  that  roll  of  voters  made  up  ? — Every  three  years. 

3034.  How  is  it  set  about? — We  have  men  who  go  about  and  make  it  up; 
tenders  are  called  for  and  the  successful  tenderers  are  supposed  to  go  about  and  collect 
the  information. 

3035.  You  invite  tenders,  and  those  tenderers  go  about  and  make  up  the  roll? — 

Yes. 

3036.  Is  it  fairly  accurate  ? — Yes,  the  roll  is  fairly  accurate ;  I  think  there  are 
very  few  omissions,  and  very  few  are  put  on  who  ought  not  to  be  on.  I  am,  of  course, 
speaking  for  outside  areas;  as  for  the  town  and  suburbs,  I  could  not  speak. 

3037.  What  does  your  staff  of  the  Divisional  Council  consist  of  ? — There  is  a 
Secretary,  Assistant  Secretary  and  four  clerks  ;  six  in  all. 

3038.  And  what  other  officers  are  attached  to  it  ? — An  Engineer,  two  Sub-. 
Inspectors  and  Road  Overseers  and  Grangers. 

3039.  Have  you  an  Inspector-in-Chief  ? — The  Engineer  is  really  the  Inspector-in- 
Chief. 

3040.  Can  you  give  us  some  idea  of  the  value  of  the  plant  you  have  in  working  ? 
— I  have  a  statement  here. 

3041.  Could  you  put  that  in  ? — Yes.  [Document  put  in.]  [Appendixf\ 

3042.  Can  you  tell  us  how  the  plant  is  paid  for  ? — Out  of  revenue. 

3043.  You  don’t  borrow  money  for  it  ? — No. 

3044.  Could  you  tell  us  the  stations  in  the  Division  where  plant  is  kept  ? — Yes  ; 
at  Victoria  Road  on  the  Sea  Point  side,  Hout  Bay,  Observatory  Road,  Rondebosch, 
Wynberg,  Muizenberg  and  Elsjes  Bay,  that  is  for  the  suburbs.  Then  at  the  4th  Mile 
and  8th  Mile  on  the  Maitland  Road,  and  also  at  Durban  Road ;  besides  those,  plant  is 
kept  at  two  stations  on  the  Malmesbury  Road. 

3045.  Under  whose  supervision  are  they? — Under  the  supervision  of  the  overseer 
of  the  gang,  who  is  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  the  plant. 

3046.  From  whom  does  he  take  his  orders  ? — From  the  Engineer. 

3047.  From  whom  does  the  Engineer  take  his  orders  ? — From  the  Divisional 
Council. 

3048.  He  is  supposed  to  carry  out  the  given  orders  from  time  to  time  ? — Yes. 

3049.  Is  any  work  done  by  contract  ? — Occasionally,  but  not  very  much  in  recent 
years. 

3050.  Your  work  is  chiefly  done  by  your  own  staff  ? — Yes,  except  the  building  of 
bridges,  which  is  given  out  by  public  contract. 

3051.  You  have  a  steam  crusher  ? — Yes. 

3052.  More  than  one  ? — Yes,  two. 

3053.  Where  are  they  placed? — At  Elsjes  Bay,  near  to  where  we  have  our 
quarry. 

3054.  Are  they  stationary  ? — No,  they  are  portable,  but  stationed  there. 

3055.  So  that  all  the  macadam  that  is  crushed  there  is  distributed  over  the  line  by 
your  own  plant  ? — No,  by  rail. 

3056.  What  is  the  reason  that  they  are  stationed  at  that  place  particularly  ? — It 
is  on  account  of  the  mateH  al ;  they  are  placed  where  we  can  get  the  best  material. 

3057.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  return  which  was  put  in  by  the  Divisional 
Council  ? — Yes. 
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3058.  Will  you  kiudly  just  look  near  the  top  on  the  right  side  of  the  return  where 
you  will  find  the  number  of  miles  given  within  each  of  the  Municipalities  for  which 
you  are  responsible  ? — Yes. 

3059.  Now  at  the  extreme  right  hand  column  you  show  the  average  cost  per  mile 
per  annum  ? — Yes. 

3060.  Now  will  you  explain  to  me  how  it  came  that  you  give  the  average  cost  of 
roads  per  mile  at  £589  19s.  8d.  for  Rondebosch,  and  in  Claremont  at  £342  10s.  lid. 
Why  is  there  that  difference  of  about  £260  ? — Well  the  only  explanation  is  that 
during  that  particular  period  we  used  more  macadam  in  the  Rondebosch  area. 

3061.  That  is  an  exceptional  case  for  that  year  ? — Yes. 

3062.  It  would  not  be  the  normal  condition  of  affairs? — Well  we  have  got  the 
principal  branch  road  in  Rondebosch  upon  which  macadam  has  been  extensively  used. 
These  roads  are  used  to  a  very  great  extent  now,  owing  to  the  diversion  of  traffic  from 
the  main  road  since  the  Tramway  came. 

3063.  Still  you  divide  the  whole  cost  of  the  macadam  equally,  don’t  you  ? — No, 
the  equal  division  would  only  be  as  far  as  wages  are  concerned. 

3064.  These  items  are  simply  worked  out  in  accordance  with  your  figures,  and  are 
not  based  on  actual  results  by  experience  of  working  ? — It  is  impossible  to  get  an 
absolutely  accurate  result,  because  in  the  first  instance  the  wages  have  to  be  distributed 
over  the  various  Municipalities,  so  that  you  must  divide  it  between  the  Municipalities. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  send  a  lot  of  macadam  to  one  Municipality  and  charge  a 
certain  wage  to  that  particular  Municipality  in  respect  of  it,  and  therefore  the  wages 
are  simply  divided  equally  between  all  the  Municipalities,  although,  of  course,  strictly 
speaking,  one  Municipality  might  be  entitled  to  a  larger  share. 

3065.  Well,  then,  it  is  simply  an  office  appropriation  and  it  is  not  based  on  the 
work  actually  done  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

3066.  Now  then,  let  us  proceed  to  the  figures  given  for  the  make-up  of  the  roads 
outside  the  Municipalities? — Yes. 

3067.  I  have  just  drawn  your  attention  to  the  oost  within  Municipalities  as 
varying  very  much  ? — Yes. 

3068.  But  you  give  the  cost  per  mile  outside  the  Municipality  at  one  figure, 
viz  :  £92  2s.  8d.  ? — That  is  right. 

3069.  Why  is  that  uniform ?  Is  that  also  an  office  apportionment? — Yes,  but 
then  the  figures  are  more  nearly  accurate,  as  we  can  deal  better  with  the  roads  outside 
the  Municipal  areas. 

3070.  But  that  is  purely  an  office  arrangement  too  ? — That  is  so,  but  the  figures 
are  more  or  less  oorrect. 

3071.  Now,  under  the  heading  of  the  Municipalities  of  Cape  Town  and  Green 
Point,  there  are  no  figures  shown  as  regards  expenditure  ? — It  is  because  we  maintain 
no  roads  in  Cape  Town. 

3072.  Why  ? — Because  Cape  Town  maintains  the  roads  itself. 

3073.  Why  does  Cape  Town  maintain  the  roads  and  not  any  of  the  other  Muni¬ 
cipalities  ?— That  is  specially  provided  for  under  the  Act. 

3074.  Which  Act?  —Under  the  Divisional  Council  Act  No.  40  of  1889. 

3075.  What  clause  ? — I  could  not  quote  the  clause,  but  it  is  so.  There  is  a 
special  arrangement  by  which  a  portion  of  the  rates  levied  for  Divisional  road  pur¬ 
poses  is  refunded  to  Cape  Town  in  consideration  of  the  maintenance  of  a  road  from 
Woodstock  to  Strand-street. 

3076.  Only  for  maintaining  the  road  in  that  portion  ? — No  :  in  the  whole  of  Cape 
Town.  I  might  make  it  clear  by  way  of  illustration.  Suppose  we  levy  £1,000,  and 
we  divide  it,  Cape  Town  gettiug  half,  then  half  of  the  Divisional  Council’s  share, 
amounting  to  £250,  would  go  back  to  Cape  Town  in  consideration  of  the  maintenance 
of  these  roads. 

3077.  With  reference  to  Green  and  Sea  Point,  does  the  same  arrangement  obtain 
there  ?  No  provision  is  made  for  Sea  Point  at  all  I  see  in  the  figures.  Why  is  that  ? 
— Because  we  maintain  no  road  there.  We  havo  no  Divisional  road  in  Sea  Point,  but 
in  consideration  of  Sea  Point  maintaining  all  the  roads,  it  has  been  the  custom  for  the 
Divisional  Council,  with  the  sanction  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  pay  them  a 
certain  sum  annually.  We  have  been  paying  them  £250  for  some  years,  and  now  for 
about  three  or  four  years  we  have  paid  £500  per  annum  ;  and  further  application  has 
been  made  by  the  Council  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  for  his  sanction  to  pay 
them  £1,000  in  consideration  of  the  increase  of  rates. 

3078.  So  that  you  spend  nothing  in  consideration  of  the  rates  which  you  got  from 
Sea  Point  amounting  to  £3,000  ? — Nothing  beyond  t  he  £500  which  we  pay  them. 

3079.  Is  there  any  reason  why  3ome  such  arra  ugement  should  not  be  come  to 
with  the  other  Municipalities  ? — Well,  there  is  not  exactly  a  reason  why  that  should 
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Messrs.  110t  be  done,  but  I  am  afraid  they  would  waut  too  big  a  contribution ;  in  fact  they 

•iml  ^  would  like  to  get  it  all,  but  I  may  say  that  the  Divisional  Council  maintains _  roads 

Henry  r,m  d,r  within  the  areas  of  all  the  suburban  Municipalities. 
iresthnizm.  3080.  Now,  take  Claremont.  You  show  there  that  it  costs  you  £342  10s.  lid. 

•>3rd  April.  1902.  per  mile  within  that  Municipal  area,  and  you  levy  that  rate  per  mile  from  the  rate¬ 
payers  of  Claremont.  Now,  if  they  say  that  they  can  maintain  the  roads  better  than 
you  maintain  them  for  something  less  than  £100  per  mile,  don’t  you  agree  that  they 
would  have  a  grievance  ? — True,  but  they  have  had  an  opportunity  of  taking  over  the 
road6  and  of  maintaining  them. 

3081.  When  ? — On  two  separate  occasions  that  I  can  remember. 

3082.  When  was  that  ?— About  two  years  ago  when  the  various  Suburban  Muni¬ 
cipalities  had  a  Conference  in  Cape  Town  with  the  Divisional  Council,  but  then  they 
would  come  to  no  arrangement  at  all.  And  j  ust  now  we  have  had  another  Conference 
with  the  various  Municipalities  on  the  same  subject,  and  practically  with  the  same 
result. 

3083.  Can  you  give  me  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Conference  whioh  was  held 
two  years  ago  ? — No,  but  I  could  get  one,  I  think. 

3084.  Such  an  arrangement  could  not  be  come  to  without  legislation  ? — I  don’t 
know. 

3085.  What  was  the  reason  of  their  failing  to  come  to  an  agreement  ? — I  think 
the  majority  were  against  it.  Some  of  them  were  prepared  to  take  over  the  roads  and 
maintain  them,  but  then  they  would  not  undertake  to  contribute  anything  towards  the 
upkeep  of  the  country  roads,  that  is  to  say,  roads  outside  the  Municipal  area  like  the 
roads  on  the  Flats  and  at  Koeberg  and  so  on. 

3086.  But  at  the  last  Conference,  did  not  they  come  to  a  unanimous  resolution 
to  take  over  the  Divisional  roads  within  their  own  area,  besides  paying  a  contribution 
to  roads  outside  their  area? — There  was  a  resolution,  but  that  was  not  carried  by  an 
unanimous  vote. 

3087.  I  will  read  to  you  the  resolution. — Are  those  the  resolutions  which  were 
arrived  at  by  the  Divisional  Council  or  the  Conference  ? 

3088.  The  copy  that  I  have  here  is  taken  from  your  own  office,  “  Divisional 
Council  Office,  Greenmarket  Square,”  and  the  Conference  was  held  on  the  15t’n  and 
19th  December,  1901,  and  on  the  23rd  January,  1902  ? — But  they  were  not  unanimous. 

3089.  I  will  read  to  you  the  resolution  as  follows  : — “  That  it  is  in  our  opinion 
desirable  and  necessary  that  measures  be  adopted  for  conferring  upon  the  Municipal 
authorities  of  Cape  Town,  Woodstock,  Maitland,  Durbanville,  Mowbray,  Rondebosch, 
Claremont,  Wynberg,  Kalk  Bay,  Simonstown,  Green  and  Sea  Point,  all  the  powers 
and  duties  in  regard  to  roads  at  present  existing  and  situate  within  the  respective 
Municipal  areas,  and  vested  in  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape,  provided  the  various 
Municipalities  are  willing  to  contribute  towards  the  upkeep  of  roads  outside  the 
Municipal  areas,  subject  to  special  consideration  being  given  to  Kalk  Bay,  Simons¬ 
town,  Maitland,  and  Durbanville.”  Carried  imanimously  ?  —  Yes,  but  the  Munici¬ 
palities  don’t  agree  to  that. 

3090.  This  is  a  resolution  arrived  at  by  a  Conference  between  the  Divisional 

Council  and  Municipal  delegates,  and  it  was  held  in  Cape  Town  ? — I  will  explain  : 
This  resolution  was  referred  back  to  the  Municipalities  for  consideration,  and  they 
would  not  agree  to  it.  And - 

3091.  But  allow  me  to  point  out  that  the  resolution  was  carried  unanimously  ? — 
I  think  I  can  explain  that,  Mr.  Chairman :  The  Conference  was  between  the  Divisional 
Council  and  delegates  from  the  Municipalities;  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  but  these 
delegates  made  it  distinctly  understood  that  they  would  have  to  carry  the  resolution 
back  to  their  Councils  for  consideration,  and  that  it  would  be  within  the  power  of  the 
Councils  to  reject  the  proposals  if  they  chose  to  do  so,  and  the  Councils  did  so  reject 
them. 

3092.  Not  in  every  case  ? — I  believe  Mowbray  was  agreeable,  but  the  majority  of 
them  declined  to  accept  the  resolution.  1  am  under  the  impression  that  Claremont  was 
also  agreeable. 

3093.  At  all  events  it  is  clear  that  the  Conference  was  unanimous  on  that  point  ? 
— Oh  yes. 

3094.  And  that  the  delegates  sent  by  the  various  Municipalities  were  in  favour  of 
seme  arrangement  of  this  kind? — Yes. 

3095.  What  am  I  to  understand  is  the  opinion  of  the  Divisioaal  Council  on  that, 
point? — They  have  come  to  no  resolution  on  the  subject ;  they  decided  exactly  as  it  is 
expressed  in  the  resolution,  that  is  to  say,  the  Municipalities  are  to  take  over  the 
Divisional  Roads  within  their  areas,  maintain  them,  and  give  a  contribution  awards 
the  upkeep  of  roads  outside  the  Municipal  area. 
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•‘{096.  The  Divisional  Council  is  favourable  to  that  ? —  Yes. 

6097.  On  the  same  basis  as  herein  mentioned,  that  is  to  say,  by  percentage  ? — 

Yes. 

3098.  Would  you  give  me  an  explanation  of  the  method  by  which  this  was 

arrived  at  ?— Supposing  the  rateable  value - 

3099.  I  would  put  it  to  you  this  way  :  The  Divisional  Council  would  ascertain 
in  the  first  instance  the  cost  of  the  annual  upkeep  of  the  extra  Municipal  roads  and 
they  would  deduct  from  that  the  amount  of  revenue  derived  from  the  extra  Municipal 
area  ? — Yes. 

3100.  Then  suppose  that  £10,000  is  the  amount  arrived  at  after  making  that 
deduction,  that  sum  would  be  divided  amongst  the  various  Municipalities  in  accordance 
with  the  ratio  which  that  sum  bears  to  the  total  Municipal  valuation.  The  percentage 
in  the  one  case  would  be  the  same  as  the  percentage  in  the  other.  Suppose  Cape  Town 
has  a  percentage  of  60  per  cent,  of  the  total  valuation,  then  Cape  Town  would  have  to 
pay  60  per  cent,  of  the  £10,000  ;  and  if  Mowbray  had  10  per  cent,  of  the  total 
valuation,  then  Mowbray  would  pay  10  per  cent,  of  the  £10,000.  That  was  the 
explanation  which  was  given  to  us  the  other  day  ? — I  don’t  think  that  was  the 
intention  of  the  Divisional  Council  at  all.  The  idea  was  this  ;  that  they  would  make 
up  their  estimates  for  the  year  for  the  upkeep  of  the  country  roads  ;  and  suppose,  we 
will  say,  that  the  estimate  required  comes  to  £10,(  00,  and  that  the  rates  on  the  country 
properties  only  yield  £2,000,  then  the  Council  would  come  for  the  balance  of  £8,000 
to  the  Municipalities — from  Cape  Town  to  Simonstown — according  to  the  rateable 
value.  If  Cape  Town  has  a  value  of  ten  times  that  of  all  the  other  Municipalities, 
then  Cape  Town  would  pay  ten  times  as  much  as  the  others. 

3101.  Perhaps  I  have  not  made  myself  clear,  but  that  is  exactly  the  position  ;  per¬ 
haps  you  did  not  follow  me  when  I  spoke  of  extra  Municipal  roads  which  you  would 
call  outside  roads? — Yes,  that  is  so,  and  then  we  agree. 

3102.  Then  there  is  auother  point ;  has  the  Divisional  Council  come  to  any  decision 
upon  how  that  money  would  be  raised  within  the  Municipal  areas  as  far  as  the  Muni- 
palities  themselves  are  concerned? — Yes  ;  but  they  merely  want  their  contribution. 

3103.  And  they  would  be  content  if  they  got  that  contribution  from  the  Munici¬ 
palities  ? — Yes. 

3104.  And  they  would  forego  their  rating  power  and  leave  the  Municipalities  to 
raise  the  money  as  best  they  can  ? — Yes. 

3105.  How  do  you  get  the  Divisional  Council  valuation  effected? — It  is  genei’ally 
done  by  calling  for  tenders  in  terms  of  the  Divisional  Council  Act,  and  invariably  the 
lowest  tender  is  accepted  without  any  regard  to  the  qualifications  of  the  valuator.  That 
has  been  my  experience  at  any  rate. 

3106.  Is  that  a  satisfactory  arrangement  ? — Very  unsatisfactory. 

3107.  Does  that  give  an  explanation  of  how  it  is  that  properties  in  the  same  areas 
are  so  often  very  differently  valued  for  Divisional  Council  and  Municipal  purposes 
respectively  ? — That  has  a  lot  to  do  with  it  undoubtedly,  because  invariably  one  finds 
that  one  man  gets  one  district  or  two  or  three  according  to  his  tender.  A  third  mau 
gets  another  district  and  so  on.  One  mau  may  get,  we  will  say,  Cape  Town  and 
Woodstock  ;  the  second  man  would  get  Claremont,  Rondeboseh  and  Mowbray ;  the 
third  man  may  get  Wynberg  and  Constantia.  Each  one  has  his  own  method  of 
valuation,  and  I  think  that  accounts  for  the  discrepancies. 

3108.  Have  you  anything  to  suggest  as  an  amendment  in  this  direction  ? — I  have 
repeatedly  brought  it  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  and  I  may  say  to  the  notice  of  the 
Government — at  any  rate  I  have  often  spoken  to  Government  Officials — that  men 
should  be  permanently  appointed  as  between  the  Divisional  Council  and  the  various 
Municipalities  and  paid  by  these  bodies  conjointly.  If  a  mau  is  permanently  appointed 
he  gets  a  far  better  insight  iuto  the  value  of  the  properties  as  well  as  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  properties  themselves.  At  present  the  man  goes  to  value  his  districts 
and  he  sees  a  bit  of  land  of  which  lie  cannot  find  the  owner,  and  it  is  put  down  to 
somebody  who  does  not  own  it,  and  really  as  a  matter  of  fact  in  that  way  a  good  many 
ratepayers  go  free,  whilst  others  have  to  pay  their  rates. 

3109.  This  question  of  the  valuation  of  property  is  becoming  a  serious  concern  ? — 

Yes. 

3110.  It  is  becoming  a  very  great  matter  in  this  respect;  that  public  bodies  now 
are  authorised  to  raise  money  in  accordance  with  the  amount  of  their  year’s  revenue 
which  is  based  on  the  valuation  of  their  property  ? — Yes. 

3111.  So  that  the  tendency  for  public  bodies  would  be  to  get  their  valuation  as 
high  as  possible,  particularly  when  they  require  to  raise  certain  loans  ?  —  Yes,  that  is  so. 

3112.  Do  you  know  what  has  been  the  effect  in  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand 
where  a  similar  state  of  things  existed  ? — No. 
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olio.  The  effect,  there  was  that  Parliament  was  compelled  to  appoint  a  Valuer- 
General  whose  duty  it  would  he  to  approve  of  valuers  in  the  districts  and  towns? — 
That  plan  would  be  as  good,  if  not  better,  than  the  one  I  suggested. 

3114.  Then  the  difference  in  the  valuation  in  your  Council  and  the  Municipal 
Council’s  is  accounted  for  sometimes  by  the  fact  that  the  areas  are  valued  by  different 
men  ? — Yes,  undoubtedly. 

3115.  For  instance,  Rondebosch  in  your  literature  would  not  correspond  with 
Rondebosch  in  the  Municipal  literature  ? — No. 

3 1 1 6.  Have  you  any  particular  method  of  collecting  your  rates  ?  Do  you  send 
men  round? — No;  we  send  circulars  stating  when  the  rates  are  payable,  and  these 
circulars  are  repeated  when  the  rates  have  become  overdiie.  After  that,  we  charge 
interest  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent.,  from  the  due  date  of  the  rates  to  the  day  of  payment, 
and  then  after  a  certain  time  has  elapsed  we  hand  the  rates  over  to  the  Agent  of  the 
Council  for  collection. 

3117.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  any  idea  of  the  percentage  of  the  loss  that  the 
Divisional  Council  sustains  in  the  collection  of  rates? — Well  it  has  been  more  heavy 
within  the  last  three  or  four  years;  perhaps  five  years  I  should  say.  I  think  it  amounts 
to  about  20  per  cent,  in  some  cases,  and  that  is  accounted  for  by  the  valuator  who 
values  the  property  bringing  up  spurious  names,  spurious  properties,  and  spurious 
everything  else.  The  owners  could  not  be  found  by  the  valuator  and  he  puts  it  down 
to  some  one  to  whom  it  does  not  belong,  and  if  that  man  is  called  upon  for  the  rates  he 
disputes  it.  We  have  no  end  of  trouble  in  this  direction. 

3118.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  have  lost  as  much  as  20  per  cent,  in 
the  recent  years  ? — Yes. 

3119.  Mr.  Laivrence. ]  Is  that  on  the  total  amount? — Yes. 

3120.  Chairman.']  You  mean  in  some  years  ? — Yes. 

3121.  You  don’t  perhaps  mean  in  some  locality? — No,  in  some  years. 

3122.  That  would  be  diffused  over  the  whole  area  ? — Yes. 

3123.  In  one  of  the  returns  that  I  have  come  across  I  find  that  on  the  30th  June, 
1900,  you  put  down  your  yearly  outstanding  rates  at  £6,634,  and  I  think  in  the 
following  year  they  are  put  down  at  £5,558.  Is  this  £5,558  included  in  the  £6,634  P 
— Part  of  it  would  be  included. 

3124.  Then  I  understand  from  you,  Mr.  Van  Westhuizen,  that  the  Divisional 
Council  would  be  agreeable  to  meet  the  suburban  Municipalities  so  far  as  to  withdraw 
from  their  areas  altogether  on  condition  that  they  keep  up  the  main  roads  and  branch 
roads  within  their  areas  and  make  a  contribution  towards  the  upkeep  of  the  outside 
roads  ? — Yes. 

3125.  The  only  objection  that  they  would  be  inclined  to  raise  to  that  would  be 
that  the  Divisional  Council  systematically  values  the  outside  property  too  low,  and 
what  would  be  your  reply  to  that  ? — There  would  be  something  in  that,  but  the  evil 
has  been  remedied  to  a  very  considerable  extent  through  the  last  valuation,  when  two 
men  got  the  valuation  right  through,  and  I  think  it  was  pretty  fairly  done  as  far  as 
country  properties  are  concerned. 

3126.  And  the  further  allegation  by  the  suburban  Municipalities  would  be  that 
if  the  Municipalities  were  not  obliged  to  give  this  contribution  towards  the  upkeep  of 
the  outside  roads,  the  valuation  of  the  outside  property  could  be  levelled  up  without 
any  unfairness  to  the  owners,  to  the  extent  that  would  enable  the  rate  to  be  levied 
on  it  sufficient  to  keep  up  the  roads  ? — That  is  a  moral  impossibility. 

3127.  You  think  it  would  be  impossible  to  level  up  the  valuation  on  the  outside 
properties  to  that  extent  ? — Absolutely  impossible. 

3128.  Then  would  you  say  that  it  is  the  view  of  the  Divisional  Council  that 
any  proposal  in  that  direction  which  the  suburban  Municipalities  might  make  must  be 
based  upon  a  contribution  from  them  towards  the  upkeep  of  the  outside  roads  ? — 
Undoubtedly. 

3129.  You  have  no  loan? — None  whatever. 

3130.  Do  you  agree  with  all  that  the  Secretary  has  stated,  Mr.  Starke  ? — Yes. 

3131.  Dr.  Grpgort).]  Have  the  valuators  to  make  a  sworn  declaration  ? — Yes. 

3132.  Then  according  to  your  evidence  the  declaration  of  these  valuers  must  have 
been  incorrect  ? — Oh,  no,  the  declaration  is  there,  and  the  valuer  cannot  undertake  his 
work  before  he  has  signed  the  declaration. 

3133.  Quite  so;  but  your  valuators  supplied  you  with  a  list  of  valuations  of 
properties  which  did  not  exist  ? — Certainly,  either  the  properties  did  not  exist  or  the 
owners  could  not  be  found. 

3134.  Then  the  declaration  of  that  valuation  to  the  effect  that  it  is  a  correct  one 
in  respect  of  those  properties  must  have  been  -wrong? — No,  he  does  not  make  a 
declaration  that  it  will  be  absolutely  correct,  but  that  he  will  value  the  properties  “  to 
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the  best  of  his  ability.”  He  does  not  say  that  he  is  going  to  bring  in  a  correct  list. 
He  merely  declares  that  he  will  do  it  “  to  the  best  of  his  ability.’ 

3135.  Then  would  it  not  have  been  possible  for  you  to  proceed  against  the 
valuator  for  making  a  false  declaration  ?  —  They  can  always  plead  ignorance,  as  they 
generally  do. 

3136.  Then  the  declaration  is  of  no  practical  value? — Absolutely  of s  no  value 
whatever;  in  fact,  it  might  not  exist  at  all. 

3137.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  You  spoke  of  a  loss  of  20  per  cent,  in  rates  owing  largely  to 
the  improper  modes  of  valuation  ? — Yes. 

3138.  If  such  rates  had  never  been  due,  owing  to  the  non-existence  of  the  proper¬ 
ties,  they  would  not  represent  a  loss  ;  but  it  would  mean  that  your  expectations  were 
not  realised  ? — Exactly. 

3139.  They  are  not  a  loss  in  the  same  way  as  a  defalcation  is  a  loss  ? — No. 

3140.  And  simply  mean  that  the  expectation  was  not  realised? — Yes. 

3141.  But  the  20  per  cent,  does  not  seem  to  tally  with  the  return  which  has-been 
prepared  for  the  Commission  bjr  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General,  shewing  receipts 
and  expenditure  of  the  Divisional  Council  for  the  last  five  years,  and  showing  the 
valuation  of  the  property  rated  and  the  rate  levied.  In  1896-97,  a  penny  rate  on  the 
amount  of  property,  the  value  of  which  is  stated  at  £7,650,133,  would  give  the  sum 
of  £31,790.  You  received  £29,851,  and  there  is  a  difference  between  the  receipts  and 
the  rate  levied  of  £1,940  ? — Yes. 

3142.  And  you  show  £4,850  as  outstanding  ? — Yes. 

3143.  So  apparently  there  is  no  writing  off  for  that  year? — No  there  is  no  writing 
off.  I  may  state  that  I  am  speaking  from  memory  but  if  you  will  go  back  8  or  9  years 
you  will  find  that  the  rates  written  off  as  irrecoverable  in  the  district  would  only  be 
about  £100  or  £200  ;  and  within  the  last  four  or  five  years,  it  has  been  as  much  as 
£4,000,  ranging  from  £1,600  to  that  amount.  And  I  am  quite  sure  that  within  the 
last  3  years  they  would  amount  at  least  to  about  £3,000  or  £4,000. 

3144.  That  would  be  something  nearer  10  per  cent,  than  20  per  oent.  ? — Yes; 
that  would  be  about  10  per  cent. ;  I  was  only  giving  the  figures  roughly  from  memory 
when  I  said  20  per  cent. 

3145.  And  those  figures  stated  just  now  do  not  represent  an  actual  loss,  only  a 
disappointment? — It  is  a  loss  to  the  ratepayer  who  has  to  pay  his  rates,  because  if  land 
exists  of  which  you  cannot  find  the  owner  somebody  else  pays  his  rates. 

3146.  But  you  said  spurious  land  by  which  I  take  it  that  you  mean  land  that  did, 
not  exist? — Perhaps  I  should  not  have  used  the  word  “spurious."  What  I  mean  is 
that  the  valuation  is  done  in  a  very  haphazard  kind  of  a  way.  We  find  that  the  valu¬ 
ator  in  the  interim  valuation  piles  it  up  as  much  as  possible  because  with  the  general 
valuation  he  is  paid  for  it  at  a  low  figure.  For  instance  for  the  last  interim  valuation  I 
believe  the  valuator  got  as  much  as  one- fourth  more  than  at  the  general  valuation. 

3147.  Do  you  mean  he  is  paid  that  ? — Yes. 

3148.  You  are  implying  that  he  is  careless  in  the  first  place  in  order  to  have 
plenty  of  work  left  for  the  interim  ? — No  ;  in  the  first  instance  he  perhaps  sees  a  bit 
of  land  adjoining  some  person’s  property  and  he  simply  puts  it  down  to  such  a  person, 
and  he  is  not  particular,  because  at  a  general  valuation  he  gets  a  lump  sum;  but  at  the 
interim  valuation  he  brings  up  every  bit  of  property  that  he  possibly  can  whether  the 
owners  are  correot  or  otherwise. 

3149.  Would  the  Divisional  Council  accept  as  a  valuator  a  man  who  before  had 
done  that  sort  of  thing,  would  they  take  him  on  again  ? — They  have  done  it  in  spite 
of  repeated  protests  that  I  have  made.  I  have  spokeu  to  members  of  the  Council 
about  it,  but  they  say  that  on  principle  the  lowest  tender  must  be  accepted,  absolutely 
regardless  of  the  qualification  of  the  man. 

[Mr.  Starke  here  stated  that  he  did  not  agree  with  Mr.  Van  der  Westhuizen  in 
this  respect  inasmuch  as  that  principle  was  not  followed  the  last  time.] 

3150.  Is  not  reference  made  to  the  transfers  registered  in  the  Deeds  Office  ? — 
Very  rarely  indeed. 

3151.  And  is  none  made  by  the  officers  of  the  Council  ? — Oh  yes  ;  we  keep  as 
correct  a  record  there  as  we  possibly  caD. 

3152.  So  that  in  that  way  you  endeavour  to  cheok  the  valuation  ? — Yes,  we 
endeavour  to  do  that. 

3153.  In  the  return  which  the  Controller  and  Auditor- General  has  had  prepared  for 
this  Commission,  for  the  last  five  years  the  total  expenditure  is  given  as  £179,000  as 
against  receipts  of  £198,000,  the  latter  nearly  £20,000  more.  The  expenditure  is 
made  up  in  this  way  :  £134,950  has  been  spent  on  roads,  £26,307  on  salaries  of 
officers,  expenses  of  valuation,  payments  to  Councillors,  interest  and  other  payments  ; 
£16,730  has  been  handed  over  to  the  Town  Council,  the  Village  Management  Board 
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of  Maitland  and  Durbanville  and  the  Sea  Point  Municipality  ;  and  £1,450  has  been 
spent  on  the  Public  Health  Act. 

3154.  Thus,  out  of  the  £179,000,  only  £134,000  has  been  spent  on  roads.  These 
are  the  figures  given  to  us  by  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General  ;  now  does  not  the 
amount  of  £  134,0001  nclude  a  great  many  other  items  such  as  salaries  ? — It  would  be 
an  argument  whether  it  does. 

3155.  And  does  it  not  also  include  profits  to  contractors  ? — No,  we  do  not  now  have 
any  work  done  by  contracts  except  the  building  of  bridges  ;  nothing  else  is  done  by 
contract. 

3156.  And  during  the  five  years  ? — I  don’t  remember  any  work  at  all  ;  the  amount 
may  perhaps  include  the  salaries  of  a  few  Inspectors. 

3157.  So  that  the  £134,000,  barring  that  it  includes  the  salaries  of  a  few  inspectors 
is  absolute  expenditure  on  the  roads  themselves? — Absolutely.  It  would,  of  course, 
include  plant  such  as  the  carts  and  horses  and  the  feeding  of  the  horses,  and  so  on. 

3158.  You  have  promised  to  supply  the  Commission  with  a  return  showing  the 
rolling-stock  and  plant  of  the  Divisional  Council  ? — Yes.  and  also  the  voters’  roll. 

3159.  Ymu  have  a  building  in  which  you  hold  your  office  ? — Yes. 

3160.  You  purchased  that  in  the  year  1899? — Yes,  and  we  own  other  properties  as 

well. 

3161.  Those  will  be  included  in  this  return  ? — Oh,  yes. 

3162.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  building  was  purchased  out  of  money  specially 
approved  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  ? — Yes. 

3163.  And  has  proved  a  profitable  investment  ? — Yes. 

3164.  And  it  was  paid  for  out  of  rates  ? — Yes,  out  of  one  year’s  rates. 

3165.  Can  you  explain  to  us  the  following :  In  your  financial  statement  for  the 
year  ending  30th  June,  1901,  your  revenue  receipts  are  given  at  £58,000,  and  your 
expenditure  amounted  to  £37,000,  some  £20,000  in  excess  ? — For  the  year  1901  ? 

3166:  For  the  year  1900-01,  up  to  the  30th  June? — No,  I  don’t  know.  I  could 
not  exactly  say. 

3167.  Does  it  not  appear  from  that  that  either  the  rate  has  been  excessive  or  that 
the  roads  have  not  been  properly  maintained  ? — Possibly  items  were  included  in  the 
estimates  for  the  year’s  expenditure  which  were  not  carried  out. 

3168.  Chairman.']  What  was  your  rate  for  that  year? — I  think  one  penny. 

3169.  Mr.  Gurney.]  Your  valuation  increased  that  year  by  one  million  ? — Yes. 

3170.  Your  rate  was  increased  by  one  farthing  ? — Yes. 

3171.  And  your  expenditure  was  one  thousand  pounds  more  than  the  previous 
year  ? — Yes,  but  I  think  we  went  on  for  about  fifteen  months  before  the  next  rate  was 
levied. 

3172.  You  had  apparently  assessed  the  rate  very  considerably  in  excess  of  your 
demands  ? — There  must  have  been  a  flaw  in  the  estimates  which  were  submitted ;  there 
were  perhaps  items  included  which  were  never  carried  out.  We  are  not  bound  to  levy 
a  rate  every  twelve  months,  and  we  could  go  on  a  little  longer  if  we  had  a  surplus. 

3173.  But  you  would  not  make  the  public  pay  the  sum  of  £20,000  in  advance  ?- — 
It  may  be  that  the  expenditure  came  out  less  on  account  of  our  not  using  as  much 
macadam  as  we  expected  to  use.  That  is  a  very  heavy  item  of  expenditure. 

3174.  Chairman.  I  Were  you  not  at  that  time  contemplating  the  abolition  of  the 
tolls  ? — Yes. 

3175.  To  free  the  people  from  toll  charges  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  was  in  contemplation 
at  that  time. 

3176.  And  you  might  have  levied  an  extra  rate  in  order  to  make  up  the  revenue 
which  you  expected  to  lose  by  the  abolition  of  the  tolls  ? — I  think  that  the  reason  was 
that  we  could  not  get  sufficient  trucks  for  our  work,  and  we  had  to  reduce  the  output 
of  macadam;  there  may  be  other  reasons,  but  that  would  be  the  greatest  amount. 

3177.  Mr.  Gurney.]  The  statement  of  liabilities  which  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Commission  by  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General  you  would  regard  as  being  a 
document  that  you  would  have  handed  to  the  Chairman  ? — Yes. 

3178.  In  it  you  show  horses,  mules,  carts,  wagons,  rollers,  and  so  on,  at  a  value 
of  £6,018  10s.  Od.  ;  buildings,  toll- houses,  roads,  stations,  &c.,  £6,555  ;  office  and 
requisites,  Greenmarket  Square,  £6,500.  These  are  all  your  assets  except  outstanding 
rates  and  any  small  outstanding  debts  ? — Yes,  these  are  our  permauent  assets. 

3179.  That  £19,000  has  been  paid  out  of  rates  ? — Yes. 

3180.  And  on  the  30th  June,  1901,  you  held  in  addition  a  cash  balance  of  nearly 
£20,000  ? — Yes. 

3181.  So  that  you  had  well  protected  yourselves  against  the  ratepayers  ? — Very 
well,  yes. 

3182.  You  are  aware  that  the  Public  Works  Department  has  held  that  in  regard 
to  the  Divisional  Councils  generally  main  roads  would  be  much  better  looked  after  if 
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they  were  done  by  the  Government  than  by  the  Divisional  Council  F — I  am  not  aware 
that  that  was  their  opinion. 

3183.  Are  the  main  roads  well  maintained  ? — Yes,  far  better  than  they  were  by 
the  Government  at  the  time  the  Government  had  them. 

3184.  Are  you  speaking  of  the  main  roads  through  the  Municipalities  as  well  as  23ra  April,  1902. 
outside  ? — Yes,  of  all  the  main  roads. 

3185.  Do  you  consider  that  the  arrangement  with  the  Tramway  Company  is  one 
which  interferes  with  the  ordinary  user  of  the  roadF — I  don’t  kudw. 

3186.  Do  you  consider  that  the  road  over  which  the  Company  runs  their  trams  is 
fairly  well  maintained? — Yos. 

3187.  Not  as  good  as  before  the  tram  came? — It  is  notin  as  good  a  condition 
now  as  it  was  before  the  tram  came. 

3188.  Do  you  think  that  the  men  you  possess  in  the  matter  of  making  and 
maintaining  roads  are  likely  to  be  equal  to  those  whom  the  Public  Works  Department 
could  supply  ? — Certainly. 

3189.  You  have  thoroughly  competent  and  efficient  men  ? — Yes. 

3190.  Is  there  not  only  one  engineer  to  look  after  148  miles  of  roads  ? — Yes,  but 
he  has  two  sub-inspectors  under  him  who  are  competent  and  well  qualified  in  road 
making. 

3191.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  of  how  often  he  would  personally  go  over  all 
these  roads  ? — At  least  once  a  month. 

3192.  When  a  Select  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council  on  Divisional  Councils 
sat  in  December,  1898,  they  called  for  various  returns  of  members  of  the  Divisional 
Council,  and  various  answers  to  questions.  They  also  asked  a  number  of  your 
Councillors  and  some  who  were  not  Councillors  for  their  opinion  as  to 
suggestions  with  reference  to  the  proper  management  of  main  aud  divisional  roads  ? — 

Do  you  remember  the  answers  that  were  given  then  ? — No,  I  never  saw  them. 

3193.  Would  it  surprise  you,  then,  perhaps  to  find  that  a  great  many  were  in 
favour  of  the  Government  taking  over  the  main  roads,  as  they  would  be  very  muoh 
better  done  ? — They  might  be  better  done  in  other  Divisions,  but  they  could  not  he 
better  done  in  the  Cape  Division. 

3194.  You  were  personally  asked  for  yoiu-  opinion,  Mr.  Starke  ? — No,  I  was  not 
oalled  upon  to  answer  that  question,  I  am  positive  of  that. 

3195.  I  have  your  answer  printed  here? — Well,  then  I  would  deny  that. 

3196.  You  were  asked  your  opinion  whether  if  the  roads  were  taken  over  by  the 
Municipalities  within  their  areas  you  would  suggest  a  plan  for  gathering  in  revenue  ; 
aud  you  then  expressed  the  opinion  (at  least,  according  to  the  final  publication  of  the 
Select  Committee)  that  the  whole  system  was  bad,  that  the  toll  should  be  abolished  and 
that  a  wheel  tax  would  be  better  ? — I  was  never  asked  that, 

3197.  You  must  have  filled  in  a  return? — No,  I  have  never  filled  in  any  return. 

3198.  Well,  a  Mr.  Starke  did  according  to  this  record? — Oh,  yes,  I  recollect  now, 

I  did  answer  that  question. 

3199.  Well  now,  have  you  formed  any  different  idea  or  larger  idea  on  the  question 
of  a  wheel  tax  ? — I  am  sound  on  that  still. 

3200.  Have  you  gone  sufficiently  into  the  question  as  to  what  sort  of  a  wheel  tax 
it  should  be  ?  Would  you  make  any  allowance  for  a  wider  wheel  ? — -Well,  an  allowance 
should  be  made  for  a  wide  wheel,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  an  increased  rate  should  be 
put  on  a  rough  wheel. 

3201.  But  a  wide  wheel  would  mean  a  heavy  load? — Yes,  but  it  does  net 
cut  into  the  road  so  much. 

3202.  You  have  given  it  careful  attention  ? — Yes. 

3203.  And  you  are  strongly  in  favour  of  a  wheel  tax  ? — 'Yes. 

3204.  Would  you  apply  that  only  outside  the  Municipal  boundaries ;  that  is,  0 

assuming  that  the  Municipalities  take  over  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  within  their 

areas  ? — I  would  not  be  against  that,  but  I  think  it  really  ought  to  be  general. 

3205.  Di  you  think  a  sufficient  fund  for  the  up-keep  of  the  roads  could  be  derived 
from  a  wheel-tax  annually  ? — No. 

3205  (a).  Chainnan.~\  I  suppose  you  would  say  that  a  wheel  tax  is  a  sort  of 
farmers’  tax  ? — Well,  there  are  a  good  many  people  who  keep  carriages  merely  for 
pleasure,  and  I  do  not  see  why  they  should  not  contribute  something  towards  the 
up-keep  of  the  roads. 

3206.  Would  it  not  be  a  difficult  tax  to  collect  ? — Not  very  difficult ;  it  would  have 
to  be  by  registration. 

3207.  And  would  you  tax  bicycles  ? — I  think  they  ought  to  be  taxed,  because  I 
see  that  the  bicycle-riders  make  a  good  deal  of  noise  when  the  roads  are  not  in  good 
order. 
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JlJStAtok  ,  320?'  And  the  traction  engine  ?— Those  would  be  the  rough  wheel  that  I  have 
aud  spoken  of. 

BWetthui-  dtr  3'09-  An  extra  tax  on  them  ?— Yes,  they  do  a  lot  of  damage. 

fstjnzvn.  3210.  You  appear  to  he  firmly  opposed  to  the  Divisional  Council  giving  up  its 

3rd  April,  1902.  powers  to  the  Government?— I  am,  certainly;  I  don’t  say  that  our  District  would 
suffer  if  we  did,  but  I  think  that  there  are  many  districts  in  the  country  that  would 
be  justly  entitled  to  the  same  consideration  as  the  Cape  Division  ;  for  instance,  there 
is  a  vast  difference  between  the  amonnt  of  use  a  road  is  put  to  by  a  sheep  farmer  as 
compared  to  an  agricultural  farmer  ;  the  one  will  perhaps  only  convey  a  few  loads  per 
annum  over  the  roads,  whereas  the  other  would  convey  hundreds  of  loads,  and  if  all  the 
roads  are  to  be  made  by  the  Government  and  justice  done  generally,  then  I  think  it 
would  entail  a  heavy  burden  upon  the  Treasury  of  the  Colony. 

321 1.  It  would  mean  a  very  heavy  expenditure  for  the"  Government  ? — Yes,  and 
I  don’t  think  the  country  would  be  able  to  bear  it. 

3212.  Mr.  de  Villiers. ]  Do  you  think  that  the  operations  of  the  Divisional 
Council  are  likely  to  extend  outside  Municipal  areas  by  the  construction  of  more 
roads  ?— Yes,  I  may  say  that  even  in  the  district  where  I  have  been  living  for  the  last 
twenty  years  I  have  myself  spent  for  the  upkeep  of  roads  pretty  nearly  a  shilling  in 
the  pound.  There  are  miles  of  roads  that  we  have  to  do  ourselves. 

3213.  Are  there  many  more  to  be  built  as  the  country  develops  ?— In  my  own 
district  I  think  one  road  would  be  required ;  there  are  no  others  of  any  magnitude 
that  I  can  think  of. 

3214.  Have  you  a  map  shewing  all  the  roads  and  all  the  Field-cornetcies  in  the 
Cape  Division  ? — Yes. 

3215.  Can  you  let  us  have  a  copy  of  it  ? — It  is  in  the  Divisional  Couucil  Offioe, 
but  I  don’t  know  whether  a  copy  can  be  supplied.  You  have  not  got  more  than  one 
map  ? — I  don’t  think  so. 

3216.  Dr.  Anderson.']  I  see  that  the  expenditure  in  1900-01  was  £1,200  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  what  is  that  for  ? — Typhoid  Fever,  Plague,  and  so  on. 

3217.  Is  there  any  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  under  the  control  of  the  Divisional 
Council  ? — No,  but  we  contribute  towards  the  upkeep  of  Rentzkie’s  Farm. 

3218.  You  have  not  levied  any  special  rate  for  such  purposes  ? — No,  never. 

3219.  Have  you  any  Sanitary  Inspectors  ? — We  had  six  at  the  time  of  the  Plague 
and  we  have  two  now. 

3220.  You  have  a  number  of  slaughter-houses  within  the  Division  which  are  not 
included  in  the  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

3221.  And  are  those  slaughter-houses  inspected  ? — Yes,  we  did  have  them 
inspected,  but  we  have  found  that  any  steps  we  have  taken  are  of  no  avail,  as  we 
have  no  power  to  touch  the  people. 

3222.  You  have  no  men  who  inspect  the  animals  before  they  are  slaughtered  ? — 
No,  we  have  no  power. 

3223.  But  the  Sanitary  Inspector  would  have  the  power  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  ? — No,  whatever  we  have  done  has  been  bounce  ;  we  have  no  power. 

3224.  You  have  just  stated  that  you  are  contributing  to  the  upkeep  of  Rentzkie’s 
farm,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  have  you  done  so  ? — They  will  get  their  first  cheque  from 
us  this  week. 

3225.  But  the  agreement  has  not  been  ratified  ? — Oh  yes,  I  had  a  letter  to  that 
effect  from  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  last  week. 

3226.  Mr.  Dyer.]  How  often  is  the  valuation  made  ? — The  quinquennial  valua¬ 
tion  is  made  every  five  years,  and  the  interim  valuation  is  made  every  year. 

3227.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  of  the  cost  of  that  ? — The  general  valuations  have 
cost  up  to  £900,  and  the  interim  valuations  up  to  £1,200. 

*  3228.  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  Public  Works  Department  exercises  supervision  over 

your  roads? — Yes,  the  main  roads. 

3229.  And  if  anything  is  wrong,  I  suppose  you  are  called  upon  to  make  the 
oecessary  alteration  ? — Yes. 

3230.  So  that  it  would  not  cost  much  more  if  they  had  the  control  of  your  roads 
entirely  ? — Yes ;  it  has  been  proved  that  the  Divisional  Council  kept  the  roads  for 
nearly  half  the  cost  which  it  amounted  to  when  they  had  the  Central  Road  Board ;  this 
came  out  when  the  Commission  sat. 

3231.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  Does  the  Government  contribute  to  the  cost  of  new  roads 
in  the  Division  ? — They  construct  and  we  take  them  over. 

3232.  After  they  are  made? — Yes,  that  is  by  agreement  between  the  Cape 
Divisional  Council  and  the  Government. 

3233.  Is  the  Divisional  Council  the  Local  Authority  for  the  Cape  Division  under 
the  Public  Health  Act? — Well,  the  Public  Health  Act  is  so  mixed  up  that  you  don’t 
know  who  the  Local  Authority  is,  or  who  is  not. 
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3234.  Supposing  there  is  an  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  or  plague  in  a  rural  area, 
what  would  happen  ? — We  would  step  in.  and  do  the  best  we  can. 

3235.  What  would  you  do? — We  would  notify  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  send  out  men — we  have  two  good  men — to  see  that  the  necessary  precautions  are 
taken. 

3236.  You  have  a  Health  Officer  for  the  Division  ? — No. 

3237.  I  suppose  in  the  case  of  an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  you  would  engage 
a  medical  man  as  Health  Officer? — Yes,  and  we  have  two  Sanitary  Inspectors #at.  the 
present  moment. 

3238.  What  do  they  do  ? — They  patrol  the  district ;  we  have  gangs  of  Kafirs  at 
Camp’s  Bay,  Constantia,  Hout  Bay,  and  so  on,  and  they  have  to  visit  these  places,  see 
that  they  are  kept  clean,  and  report  any  cases  of  illness. 

3239.  Are  they  constantly  in  the  employ  of  the  Council  ? — Not  constantly  ;  we  had 
six  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  plague,  and  at  that  time  the  Government  used  to 
contribute  to  the  payment  of  these  inspectors,  and  they  wrote  and  told  us  that  we 
might  dispense  with  their  services,  but  afterwards  we  discovered  the  state  of  things 
which  existed  at  Camp’s  Bay  and  Constantia,  and  it  was  thought  advisable  to  engage 
them  again. 

3240.  So  that  from  time  to  time  you  engage  them  as  necessity  arises  ? — Yes. 

3241.  Some  time  ago  there  was  an  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  Constantia 
area  ? — Yes,  a  very  serious  one. 

3242.  Did  you  take  action  ? — Yes,  we  had  the  district  patrolled  and  had  things 
generally  attended  to. 

3243.  Chairman .]  With  regard  to  the  question  of  rates ;  you  say  that  the  uncol¬ 
lected  amounts  to  something  like  ten  per  cent.  ? — Yes,  that  is  about  it. 

3244.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  before  a  property  can  be  transferred  the  Divisional 
Council  rates  have  to  be  paid  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

3245.  So  that  eventually  you  do  recover  this  ten  per  cent.  ? — No,  the  major 
portion  we  never  recover,  and  I  will  give  you  reasons  ;  for  instance,  a  man  comes  to 
pass  transfer  of  a  bit  of  land  ;  he  gives  us  all  the  information  required  by  the  Act,  and 
we  find  that  we  cannot  trace  the  land,  and  under  those  circumstances  he  gets  what  is 
called  a  “  Non-traceable  ”  certificate  upon  which  the  Government  passes  transfer. 

3246.  The  only  remedy  that  you  can  suggest  as  a  method  of  valuing  property  is 
the  permanent  appointment  of  valuators  by  the  Government  or  jointly  by  the  Local 
Bodies  ? — Yes. 

3247.  Now,  some  correspondence  was  referred  to  us  in  connection  with 
the  unsightly  and  insanitary  state  of  buildings  erected  at  Retreat,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Tokai,  and  I  see  amongst  that  correspondence  a  letter  from  your  Office. 
Do  you  know  anything  about  the  matter  ? — Yes,  I  personally  went  round  there  to 
inspect  the  place. 

3248.  And  you  say  that  the  Divisional  Council  have  no  power,  and  that  you 
would  require  power  to  deal  with  these  matters  ? — Yes. 

3249.  I  believe  the  matter  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Divisional  Council  by 
your  Engineer,  who,  I  understand,  had  reported  the  matter  to  someone  ? — I  believe 
that  a  member  of  the  Council  brought  it  to  their  notice  first. 

3250.  There  is  also  a  letter  from  the  Colonial  Office  on  this  subject,  forwarding  a 
letter  from  your  Office.  The  Engineer  wrote  the  letter  to  your  Council,  I  presume  ? — 
No,  he  reported  to  our  Council. 

3251.  The  letter  has  reference  to  the  erection  of  unsightly  buildings  at  Retreat. 
Where  is  Retreat  ? — Just  the  other  side  of  Plumstead. 

3252.  Then  there  is  a  letter  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Tokai  Convict 
Station,  and  another  letter  from  the  Divisional  Council  to  the  Colonial  Secretary’s 
Office  urging  the  introduction  of  legislation  with  a  view  to  giving  the  Divisional 
Council  proper  power.  Is  that  matter  still  standing  where  it  did? — Yes,  we  have 
referred  the  question  to  our  Solicitors  for  legal  opinion,  which  we  have  not  got  yet. 

3253.  Then  it  is  a  moot  point  whether  you  have  power  or  not  ? — Very  doubtful 
indeed. 

3254.  Will  you  furnish  us  with  a  oopy  of  the  case  submitted  to  Counsel  as  well  as 
Counsel’s  opinion  when  received  by  you  ? — Yes. 

3255.  And  if  necessary  we  could  recall  you  and  get  further  information  with  regard 
to  that  matter? — Yes  ;  I  might  say  that  I  have  got  a  list  here  giving  the  details  of 
these  buildings  down  there. 

3256.  You  could  put  that  in  later  on  ? — Yes. 

3257.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Your  Council  is  nominally  in  charge  of  the  Public  Health 
of  the  whole  division  outside  the  Municipal  areas,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  nominally. 

3258.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  has  no  powers  whatever  under  any  Act  of  Parlia- 
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nient  except  in  connection  with  the  suppression  of  infectious  diseases  ? — That  is,  I 
believe,  the  case. 

3259.  And  you  have,  for  instance  in  this  Constantia  area,  instituted  proceedings 
for  the  pollution  of  water  particularly  by  the  washing  of  clothes  ? — One  case  only. 

3260.  And  the  proceedings  have  been  dismissed  by  the  Magistrate  on  account  of 
your  having  no  power  ? — No,  the  court  dismissed  the  case  and  cautioned  the  woman, 
but  we  were  afterwards  politely  told  that  we  were  not  to  bring  any  case  like  that  into 
court  again. 

3261.  As  a  matter  of  fact  all  through  your  district  immediately  outside  the  areas 
of  the  Municipal  boundaries  all  kinds  of  sanitary  transgressions  are  going  on  ? — Yes. 

3262.  All  sorts  of  habitations  are  being  built  which  are  overcrowded  with  no  sani¬ 
tary  accommodation  ;  water  is  being  polluted  and  drunk,  and  in  fact  they  are  committing 
almost  every  sanitary  misdemeanour  and  you  have  no  power? — No,  we  have  no  power, 
all  we  have  done  so  far  has  been  by  bounce. 

3263.  Would  you  advise  that  some  Municipal  areas  should  be  altered  so  as  to 
include  these  areas  with  sanitary  defects,  as,  for  instance,  would  you  say  that  Constantia 
area  should  be  included  in  the  Municipality  of  Wynberg  ? — That  would  be  a  very  good 
thing,  but  I  don’t  think  it  could  be  done. 

3264.  Why  not  ? — The  same  old  thing,  I  suppose,  that  people  don’t  like  to  pay 
Municipal  taxes. 

3265.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  And  more  freedom  too  ? — Yes,  the  Constantia  people 
would  never  put  up  with  it. 

3266.  Dr.  Gregory.]  You  are  of  opinion  that  whatever  body  is  the  Local 
Authority  controlling  the  rural  area  of  your  division  it  should  be  possessed  of  proper 
sanitary  powers  ? — Yes,  all  through  the  district. 

3267.  And  it  is  a  matter  of  urgency  that  it  should  be  done  ? — Yes,  certainly,  and 
if  it  is  not  done  quickly,  the  whole  Cape  Flats  will  be  in  a  disgraeful  state.  I  just 
noticed  the  other  day  a  man  putting  up  an  iron  building  which  I  suppose  is  intended 
to  be  permanent,  without  any  sanitary  accommodation  whatever. 

3268.  Your  powers  that  you  would  get  would  not  be  retrospective,  and  therefore 
these  defects  might  continue  for  years  to  come  ? — The  Act  should  at  any  rate  be  so 
worded  that  the  Divisional  Council  would  have  full  power  to  enforce  proper  sanitary 
arrangements.  Buildings  are  erected  along  the  roads  without  proper  sanitation,  and  it 
will  be  found  very  difficult  to  control  these  places,  in  some  cases  almost  impossible. 

3269.  The  same  thing  has  occurred  within  Cape  Town  owing  to  sanitary  neglect 
years  ago  ? — Yes. 

3270.  Especially  in  regard  to  private  roads  and  streets;  is  that  within  your 
knowledge? — I  have  no  intimate  knowledge,  but  I  have  heard  of  it.  The  same  tling 
exists  in  some  parts  outside  already. 

3271.  In  the  event  of  the  Divisional  Council  having  proper  powers  for  dealing 
with  sanitary  matters  in  the  rural  areas  you  would  appoint,  I  presume,  a  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  ? — I  am  certain  that  would  be  done,  and  the  thing  would  work  properly  then. 
We  find  at  present  that  the  steps  we  are  taking  amount  to  a  waste  of  money,  because 
we  have  no  power. 

3272.  I  believe  the  Divisional  Council  have  at  all  times  earnestly  tried  what  they 
could  do  under  the  Act  ? — Absolutely  so.  % 

3273.  You  say  Government  constructs  the  new  roads,  and  then  you  take  them 
over  ? — Yes. 

3274.  Under  what  agreement  was  that  ? — I  cannot  quote  the  letter  now  ;  it  was 
an  agreement  arrived  at  some  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  when  the  question  of  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Cape  Flats’  roads  came  forward ;  the  Government  then  asked  the 
Divisional  Council  in  how  far  they  would  be  prepared  to  make  these  roads  and  the 
Divisional  Council  replied  that  if  the  Government  constructed  these  roads,  the  Council 
would  take  them  over. 

3275.  And  they  are  constructed  out  of  Government  funds? — Yes. 

3275  (a).  And  do  you  always  take  over  roads  from  the  Government? — Yes,  as 
soon  as  they  are  properly  completed. 

3276.  There  was  a  difficulty  about  taking  over  that  most  necessary  road  across  the 
Flats  to  Mowbray  ? — You  mean  from  the  Camp  Ground  ? 

3277.  Yes. — Well,  it  is  because  that  road  has  not  been  made.  The  old  road  was 
a  divisional  road,  but  the  Government  closed  it  across  Yalkenberg  Asylum,  and  as 
people  could  not  come  across  there  from  Maitland  that  part  of  the  road  fell  into  a  state 
of  disrepair  and  the  same  thing  happened  at  Rapenberg. 

3278.  Did  not  the  Divisional  Council  throw  back  the  construction  of  that  road  for 
a  number  of  years? — No,  I  believe  the  plan  of  the  contemplated  new  road  was  submit¬ 
ted,  and  the  Government  was  infoi’med  that  as  soon  as  the  road  was  made  satisfactorily 
the  Council  would  take  it  over. 
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3279.  The  Government  lias  the  right  to  inspect  your  roads  and  to  require  you  to 
do  anything  that  is  necessary  tor  keeping  them  in  order? — So  far  as  main  roads  are 
concerned. 

3280.  Are  the  main  roads  in  your  division  periodically  inspected  ? — Yes,  I  should 
say  once  in  six  months. 

3281.  Do  you  consider  the  inspection  sufficient? — Yes,  and  I  don’t  see  what  else 
they  can  do ;  if  they  find  any  defects  they  bring  them  to  our  notice,  and  we  remedy 
them. 

3282.  How  frequently  have  you  had  defects  brought  to  your  notioe  within  the 
last  year  ? — ( )nce. 

3283.  And  that  was  in  regard  to  what  road  ? — The  road  at  Fishhook  Beach,  and 
that  was  in  regard  to  some  sand  which  is  always  accumulating  there. 

3284.  Chair  man. ~\  I  have  just  received  a  letter  here  [  Appendix ]  sent  by  the 
Divisional  Couucil  to  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of 
the  Couucil.  I  am  sorry  you  did  not  mention  this  matter  to  me  before? — I  was 
confusing  the  resolution  conveyed  in  this  letter  with  the  resolution  you  spoke  of  that 
was  arrived  at  by  Conference. 

3285.  We  have  been  somewhat  at  cross  purposes  in  this  examination,  as  we  did 
not  know  about  this  letter  which  has  only  just  been  put  into  my  hands,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  Divisional  Council  has  considered  the  question  of  its  own  abolition,, 
and  have  actually  come  to  a  resolution  in  favour  of  its  own  abolition  ? — Yes. 

3286.  And  I  gather  from  this  correspondence  that  the  Council  proposes  to  set  up 
in  its  place  a  County  Council? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

3287.  And  it  would  give  this  County  Council  the  control  of  the  roads  in  the 
Cape  Division.  Does  that  refer  to  roads  passing  through  the  Municipalities  as  well,  or 
only  to  outside  roads  ? — I  think  Municipal  as  well  as  Divisional  roads. 

3288.  All  roads  ? — Yes,  main  and  branch  roads. 

3289.  Aud  the  streets  ? — Everything,  I  think  ;  but  I  must  say  that  I  was  not 
present  at  the  meeting  when  the  resolution  was  passed. 

3290.  And  how  is  the  County  Council  to  be  constituted? — I  think  there  was  some 
suggestion  that  thei'e  should  be  a  member  from  each  Municipality,  and  that  the  outside 
areas  should  elect  more  or  less  in  the  same  way  as  at  present.  As  far  as  I  remember, 
the  idea  was — two  representatives  from  Cape  Town,  one  from  each  Municipality,  and 
the  outside  areas  by  Field -cornet cy  Divisions. 

3291.  Then  it  would  practically  remain  the  same,  except  the  change  of  name  ? — 
1’retty  well. 

3292.  You  really  coutiuue  the  functions  of  the  Divisional  Couucil  in  the  County 
Council  ? — Yes,  only  it  would  be  cut  up  into  wards,  I  suppose. 

3293.  Mr.  Dyer .]  And  your  area  will  be  extended  ?— No,  it  will  be  the  same, 
only  the  County  Council  will  have  a  little  extra  power. 

3294.  Chairman .]  But  how  is  it  proposed  to  derive  any  benefit  by  .abolishing  the 
Divisional  Council  under  those  circumstances? — I  cannot  answer  that  question.  Mr. 
O’Reilly  moved,  and  Mr.  Ruucinian  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

3295.  Mr.  Laurence.  ]  Whose  scheme  is  it? — Mr.  O’Reilly  was  the  first  of  the 
Councillors  to  make  mention  of  this  County  Council,  and  lie  submitted  a  proposal,  but 
Mr.  Runciman  could  not  support  it,  aud  the  resolution  was  amended  so  as  to  meet  the 
difficulty,  and  was  then  agreed  to. 
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THURSDAY,  24th  APRIL,  1902. 


Present  : 


Hon.  Sir  1 > ■  ssf.t  Berry  ( C/iTtirman ). 


1  'r.  A.  .1 .  Gregory. 
Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
Mr.  Lawrence. 

Mr.  T.  N.  Dyer. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Yn, iters. 


William  Edward  Moore  examined. 

3296.  Chairman.  ]  Your  name,  Mr.  Moore? — William  Edward  Moore. 

3297.  You  are  Mayor  of  Woodstock,  and  by  profession  you  are  a  solicitor? — Yes. 

3298.  Aud  how  long  have  you  been  resident  in  Woodstock  ? — About  fifty  or  sixty 
years. 

3299.  The  AVoodstoek  Municipality  was  created  under  Act  No.  45  of  1882  ? — 
Yes ;  before  that  it  was  a  Village  Management  Board  created  under  the  Act  29,  1881, 
and  when  the  Municipal  Act  of  1882  was  passed,  it  was  brought  under  that  Act.  I 
was  the  Chairman  of  that  Board  for  about  one  year,  and  also  for  four  years  Mayor 
of  the  newly-created  Municipality — altogether  for  about  five  years. 

3300.  You  ceased  to  be  a  Councillor  for  a  time  and  came  in  again  ? — Yes,  I  came 
in  again  last  August. 

3301.  Woodstock  has  never  been  combined  with  any  other  Municipality  or 
Municipal  area? — No. 

3302.  Can  you  give  us  the  area  of  Woodstock? — 1,608  acres.  The  present 
boundaries  of  Woodstock  are  not  the  same  as  the  original  boundaries,  though ;  the 
boundaries  origiually  were  confined  to  the  inside  of  the  Military  line  from  Cape  Town, 
and  extended  to  what  is  called  the  Maitlaud  Road  ;  subsequently  they  were  extended 
to  Observatory  so  as  to  include  part  of  Maitland.  Previous  to  that  the  boundaries 
were  altered  by  the  Cape  Town  Municipal  Act  and  put  outside  the  Military  line. 

3303.  At  any  rate  you  march  with  Cape  Town  on  the  one  side  and  Mowbray  on 
the  other  ? — Yes. 

3304.  And  roughty,  your  other  boundaries  are  the  Sea  and  the  Mountain  ? — Yes, 
extending  to  the  flow  of  the  river  until  it  reaches  a  point  at  Observatory  from  where  it 
follows  the  centre  of  the  road  to  the  Mountain  side. 

3305.  You  have  a  special  Act  which  deals  with  the  laud  in  that  area  ? — Yes. 

3306.  What  is  the  effect  of  that  generally  ? — It  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of 
vesting  Government  Waste  Land  in  the  Municipality;  I  have  not  got  the  Act,  but 
that  was  the  object. 

3307.  That  was  an  Act  of  1893  ? — Yes,  it  was  a  very  short  Act.  . 

3308.  It  is  still  iu  force? — Yes  ;  although  the  land  was  vested  in  the  Muuicipality 
Government  has  the  right  to  claim  any  portion  of  it  for  public  purposes. 

3309.  Aud  could  you  sell  auy  of  it  without  the  consent  of  the  Government? — No. 

3310.  Does  that  Act  hold  vice  versa ,  so  that  the  Government  cannot  alienate  the 
land  without  consulting  you? — Unless  Government  requires  it  for  public  purposes. 

3311.  Has  any  land  been  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Municipality  ? — Oh,  yes. 

3312.  How  much  of  it  ? — I  would  have  to  refer  to  the  figures,  and  perhaps  later  on 
n  the  course  of  the  examination  I  could  give  you  that  information. 

3313.  And  there  is  still  a  good  deal  of  the  land  left?— Yes. 

3314.  I  mean  for  sale  ? — Yes. 

3315.  And  I  think  you  have  agreed  by  resolution  to  devote  the  proceeds  of  these 
sales  to  a  special  purpose  ? — Yes,  to  a  Sinking  Fund,  and  we  have  commenced  that 
already. 

3316.  From  land  sales  ? — Yes,  and  from  general  revenue.  I  may  say  that  besides 
this  waste  land  the  Municipality  has  other  laud  of  its  own,  which  it  acquired  at  the  time 
when  the  Municipality  was  formed,  and  also  subsequently  during  the  period  of  its 
existence. 

3317.  Land  bought  by  the  Municipality  ? — Yes,  from  time  to  time. 

3318.  Do  you  include  that  now  in  the  present  area  of  Woodstock? — Yes,  all 
included  in  that  area. 
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33 I !).  Since  when  have  you  begun  to  form  a  Sinking  Fund  out  of  land  sales  ? — When 
I  entered  the  (Juuucil  last  August,  1  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  establishing  a  Sinking 
Fund,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  future  repayment  of  loans,  aud  that  suggestion  would 
have  been  adopted  at  once  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  we  started  the  year  with  a 
deficiency  of  between  £5,000  and  £6,000.  This  deficiency  has  been  wiped  out  since, 
and  we  have  paid  into  the  Standard  Bank  the  sum  of  £600  towards  the  establishment 
of  a  Sinking  Fund  ;  besides  this  £600,  we  have  also  deposited  some  £43  derived  from 
the  sales  of  a  small  portion  of  laud.  The  arrangement  is  that  the  proceeds  of  all 
future  sales  of  land,  together  with  a  yearly  sum  of  £600  from  revenue,  shall  be  added 
to  this  deposit  for  the  purposes  of  a  Sinking  Fund. 

3320.  And  that  payment  now  includes  nothing  from  laud  sales,  bijt  is  out  of 
general  revenue  ? — Yes,  except  the  small  sum  of  £43  which  I  have  mentioned. 

3321.  Is  there  much  of  your  area  built  upon-:' — Considerable  extent  within  the 
Municipality. 

3322.  In  what  direction  does  that  lie,  on  the  higher  level  or  on  the  lower  ? — On 
both,  but  principally  on  the  lower  level. 

3323.  Could  you  give  the  Commission  an  approximate  idea  of  the  relative  pro¬ 
portions  of  the  area  built  upon  and  the  area  unbuilt  on  ? — Only  from  a  cursory  view, 
but  about  half  is  still  available  for  building  purposes. 

3324.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  building  going  on  in  Woodstock? — Daily. 

3225.  Is  that  by  individuals  who  build  houses  for  their  own  occupation,  or  by 
speculators  in  building  ? — Partly  the  one  and  partly  the  other,  but  principally  by 
those  who  are  building  foi  the  purpose  of  selling  again.  There  is  such  a  great  demand 
for  houses  that  as  a  matter  of  fact  as  soon  as  the  foundation  is  put  in  the  house  is  let. 

3326.  And  then  the  builders  would  generally  acquire  blocks  of  laud  and  divide  it 
up  ? — No,  the  builders  buy  mostly  for  the  purpose  of  building  houses  and  then 
disposing  of  the  houses,  but  of  course  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  speculation  and 
land  has  gone  up  enormously. 

3327.  The  price  has  within  recent  time  risen  very  much  in  Woodstock  ? 
— Enormously. 

3328.  Have  you  any  commonage  attached  to  Woodstock  ? — No. 

3329.  So  that  in  terms  of  the  land  grant  or  of  the  Act  constituting  you  a 
Municipality  you  say  it  is  possible  that  the  whole  of  the  area  of  Woodstock  could  be 
sold  for  building  purposes  ? — No  doubt  in  course  of  time  it  will  be  built  upon.  This 
last  quarter  there  have  been  plans  for  about  230  houses,  of  which  99  have  been 
completed  in  the  course  of  the  quarter,  and  almost  daily  plans  are  coming  in. 

3330.  Have  you  any  rivers  or  streams  or  other  natural  waters  ? — Yes,  there  is  a 
stream  called  the  Salt  Fiver  ;  principally  that  stream  gets  it  water  from  the  sea  during 
Springtide  when  the  water  goes  up  a  certain  distance,  and  the  part  beyond  that  contains 
water  which  comes  from  the  Black  and  Liesbeek  Rivers. 

3331.  You  have  no  stormwater  channels  running  from  your  area  ? — One  or  two. 

3332.  Do  they  present  any  difficulty  to  you  ?-•  Yes  ;  frequently  there  is  a  heavy 
down-pour  of  rain  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  the  roads  have  been  flooded. 

3333.  Upon  the  general  question  of  water  supply,  is  there  much  of  your  area  at 
an  altitude  that  cannot  be  supplied  by  present  arrangements  ? — There  are  certain 
portions  where  buildings  have  been  erected,  such  as  Walmer,  where  it  is  difficult  to 
obtain  sufficient  pressure  in  order  to  supply  them. 

3334.  In  what  part  of  Woodstock  would  there  be  the  greatest  congestion  of 
population  ? — At  the  present  time  ? 

3335.  Yes  ;  would  it  be  on  the  lower  level  ? — No,  not  so  much  the  lower  level ; 
it  is  more  or  less  general.  But  still  there  is  less  congestion  in  the  upper  portion,  where 
a  better  class  of  houses  is  being  erected. 

3336.  Have  you  made  an  estimate  of  the  present  population  of  Woodstock  ? — 
Well,  of  course  we  can  only  do  it  approximately ;  the  number  of  houses  within  the  two 
areas  of  Woodstock  Nos.  1  and  2  (the  division  of  which  I  will  explain  when  we  come 
to  the  water  question)  is  3,949  up  to  the  commencement  of  the  present  year.  The 
average — which  is  a  difficult  matter — judging  by  the  number  of  children,  we  put  down 
at  eight  to  each  house,  which  would  give  it  at  31,592. 

3337.  Could  you  give  the  Commission  an  idea  of  the  rate  at  which  the  population 
is  increasing  year  by  year  ?  Have  you  any  statistics  of,  say,  five  or  six  years  ago  ? — 
No,  I  don’t  think  we  have  those  statistics  as  far  back  as  that.  It  is  only  since  the 
Government  has  enforced  through  an  Act  of  Parliament  the  registration  of  births  and 
deaths  that  we  are  able  to  keep  count.  I  have  not  got  the  census  of  1891,  but  I  suppose 
that  would  give  the  population  at  that  time. 

•4338.  ,1s  your  population  mainly  a  European  one  ? — -Principally  ;  wo  have  very 
few  coloured  people. 
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3339.  Is  there  any  portion  reserved  for  the  occupation  of  the  coloured  people  F — 
No;  Imay  mention  that  at  the  time  when  the  Municipality  started  there  were  a 
number  of  Kafirs  in  a  location  on  private  property  ;  these  Kafirs  frequently  had  what 
are  called  tribal  fights ;  as  a  consequence  they  often  ran  about  the  place  in  a  nude  state, 
and  we  were  uuable  to  protect  ourselves.  This  eventually  led  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Municipality.  Then  Special  Constables  were  sworn  in,  and  a  fight  took  place  between 
the  Special  Constables  and  the  Kafirs,  which  resulted  in  the  latter  leaving  the  place  ; 
but  we  have  no  location  in  the  Municipality,  and  we  have  refused  to  allow  one. 

3340.  Could  you  give  me  any  statistics  about  the  increase  of  the  number  of  houses 
for  the  last  two  or  three  years ;  for  instance,  how  many  plans  were  passed  last  year  F — 
1  could  let  you  know  later  on. 

3341.  And  such  information  as  would  enable  us  to  form  some  idea  of  the 
prospective  increase  of  house  accommodation  and  population  ? — Yes. 

3342.  You  have  nine  Councillors  in  your  Municipality,  have  you  not  ? — No, 
twelve. 

3343.  And  what  class  do  they  generally  belong  to  ;  I  mean  by  profession  ? — I  am 
the  only  professional  man  upon  the  Council;  then  there  is  Mr.  Behr,  who  is  an 
auctioneer,  and  the  others  are  made  up  of  artisans,  capitalists,  hotel-keepers,  and  so  on. 

3344.  No  particular  class  dominates  ? — No. 

3345.  How  do  you  make  up  your  valuation  in  your  Municipality  ? — By  following 
1  he  ordinary  course  which  is  adopted  ;  we  appoint  two  valuators. 

3346.  Do  you  call  for  tenders  ? — Yes,  and  when  the  tenders  are  accepted  we  do 
not  go  by  the  lowest  tender ;  we  judge  of  the  capabilities  of  the  valuators  and  from 
whom  we  are  most  likely  to  get  a  fair  valuation  of  the  property.  They  are  sworn  to 
value  the  property  according  to  the  value  which  in  their  estimation  it  would  realise  if 
put  up  voluntarily  to  public  auction. 

3347.  Are  you,  speaking  generally,  satisfied  with  the  result  of  those  valuations 
which  you  obtain  in  that  way  ? — The  last  valuation  I  think  was  a  very  fair  one. 

3348.  Mr.  Gurney.']  What  date  was  that  P — The  last  year  was  for  1901  ;  it  was 
after  that  that  I  came  into  the  Council.  There  is  a  considerable  increase  upon  the 
previous  valuation. 

3349.  Chairman.]  At  the  Court  held  to  hear  objections  were  there  many 
objections  lodged  ?— No,  as  a  whole,  not  many  objections.  One  gentleman  objected 
to  the  valuation  of  the  properties  of  a  few  of  the  Councillors  being  too  low,  and, 
although  he  was  a  Councillor  himself,,  he  did  not  object  to  his  own  property,  except 
that  the  valuation  was  too  high. 

3350.  I  suppose  no  man  objects  to  his  own  property  being  too  low  ? — Well,  I 
have  certain  cottages  occupied  by  some  poor  people  and  I  am  not  charging  them  the 
full  rental ;  the  valuation  upon  them  was  made  accordingly ;  I  pointed  out  to  the 
Council  that  under  ordinary  circumstances  they  would  bring  me  in  a  much  larger 
rental,  and  the  Council  increased  the  valuation. 

3351.  You  have  a  very  considerable  railway  population  ? — Yes. 

3352.  I  suppose  that  generally  they  are  tenants,  or  are  they  owners  of  property  F 
—Yes,  generally  tenants  ;  some  of  them  would  be  owners  of  property. 

3353.  Have  you  as  a  Municipality  made  any  grant  for  hospitals  or  schools  or 
cl  lurches  or  public  buildings  of  any  kind  F — We  have  not  made  a  grant  for  a  hospital, 
but  we  have  allowed  a  hospital  to  be  erected  on  the  Municipal  land,  the  land  being 
si  ill  vested  in  the  Municipality. 

3354.  For  schools  F — The  Municipality  has  been  making  a  grant  of  money,  but  I 
pointed  out  to  them  that  it  was  illegal  and  that  the  Municipality  had  no  power  to 
make  such  a  grant,  though  they  could  erect  a  school  and  control  it  themselves. 

3355.  They  have  the  power  now  to  make  a  grant  of  land  for  school  purposes  F  - 
Yes  ;  but  no  land  has  been  granted  yet  for  school  purposes. 

3356.  I  suppose  your  boundaries,  as  between  Cape  Town  and  Woodstock  on  this 
side  and  M<  >wbray  on  the  other  side,  are  very  ill  defined  F — How  ? 

3357.  I  .mean  in  this  way,  that  any  ordinary  pedestrian  going  along  would  not 
know  when  he  left  Cape  Town  and  when  he  entered  Woodstock  F — Originally  the 
boundaries  were  more  clearly  defined,  and  then  any  such  person  would  have  known, 
but  now,  so  many  buildings  have  been  erected  all  along  the  road,  and  the  toll  having 
been  removed,  it  would  be  difficult  for  him  to  tell  the  boundary  between  Cape  Town 
and  Woodstock. 

3357  (a).  Would  the  same  apply  between  the  boundary  of  Woodstock  and  Mowbray 
on  the  other  sideF — No,  there  is  intervening  land,  and  besides  the  cemetery  also 
intervenes. 

3358.  Still  a  traveller  might  walk  from  Cape  Town  to  liondebosch  and  not  know 
the  difference  between  the  Municipalities  F — For  that  matter  he  might  walk  even  to 

Wynberg. 
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3359.  The  whole  area  is  more  or  less  an  urban  area  ? — No,  because  take,  for 
instance,  Cape  Town,  with  the  exception  of  what  is  now  called  the  East  End  Park  where 
the  Government  has  been  planting  some  trees,  it  is  practically  one  block  of  buildings, 
and  beyond  that  all  indications  are  suburban. 

3360.  Still,  taken  even  from  that  point  of  view,  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
homogeneousness  about  it? — No,  I  do  not  think  so,  because  you  find  in  the  majority 
of  the  shops  in  the  one  portion  have  dwellings  attached  to  them,  whereas  in  the  other 
direction  they  are  nearly  all  residential  houses.  Take,  for  instance,  Cape  Town  and  its 
gardens,  the  upper  part  of  Cape  Town  and  the  upper  part  of  the  suburbs  have  a  great 
similarity  between  them. 

3361.  The  same  would  hold  good  with  reference  to  Sea  Point? — Yes. 

3362.  There  is  one  great  characteristic  of  the  whole  area  that  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  people  reside  in  one  part  and  do  business  in  another  part? — Not  in  Woodstock. 

3363.  Generally  speaking  from  Sea  Point  to  Wynberg  ? — Of  course  take  Sea 
Point,  Rondebosch,  and  Wynberg,  many  of  the  people  living  there  have  their  businesses 
in  town,  but  take  Woodstock,  a  very  large  portion  of  the  population  are  employed  in 
Woodstock,  and  in  that  respect  Woodstock  would  differ  from  the  other. 

3364.  But  still  there  is  an  element  in  the  population  who  do  business  elsewhere  than 
in  Woodstock,  and  yet  reside  there  ? — Oh,  yes,  and  that  part  is  considerably  decreasing, 
because  there  are  very  many  manufactories  in  the  course  of  erection. 

3365.  What  are  those  manufactories? — Kamp’s  Cold  Storage,  I)e  Beers  Cold 
Storage ;  there  is  a  large  Brewery  which  has  started  an  enormous  pile  of  buildings, 
Saunderson’s  Saddlery,  and  then  there  is  another  man  who  is  going  to  start  a  very 
large  Soap  Factory.  In  addition  to  that,  the  Milling  Company  have  bought  extensive 
lands,  and  they  are  going  to  put  up  an  enormous  bakery,  with  cottages  for  their 
employes,  within  the  area  of  Woodstock. 

3366.  And  these  things  will  increase  the  urban  character  of  Woodstock? — Yes, 
Woodstock  is  no  longer  the  village  of  Papeudorp ;  it  is  now  the  town  of  Woodstock. 

3367.  Dr.  Gtegory .]  Have  you  much  overcrowding  in  parts  of  your  town  ?-- 
There  was  with  the  outbreak  of  the  war  when  all  the  refugees  came,  but  it  is  not  to 
that  extent  now.  Our  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  pretty  active,  and  anything  of  that 
kind  is  reported  to  the  Council. 

3368.  But  when  you  take  an  average  of  eight  persons  to  a  house — and  I  take  it 
the  houses  are  very  small,  as  a  rule,  about  four  or  five  rooms — don’t  you  think  that 
that  is  a  very  large  average  ? — I  don't  think  so.  I  don’t  know  what  the  cubic 
contents  would  be,  but,  at  all  events,  I  don’t  think  that  a  man  with  his  wife  and 
children  would  be  overcrowded  in  a  house  with  four  or  five  rooms. 

3369.  Perhaps  five  rooms  is  rather  a  high  average? — Yes,  you  may  have  four 
rooms  and  a  kitchen. 

3370.  Did  you  say  that  the  overcrowding  has  abated  since  the  refugees  have 
left  ? —  Y es. 

3371.  A  good  many  were  removed  owing  to  Plague  operations  were  they  not? — 
Some;  not  very  many.  There  were  comparatively  very  few  cases  in  Woodstock. 

3372.  No  ;  I  mean  houses  were  closed  ? — Not  very  many. 

3373.  You  say  that  a  very  large  number  of  railway  employes  form  part  of  your 
population  ? — A  good  portion. 

3374.  In  the  event  of  the  Railway  Department  establishing  a  village  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  Woodstock  Municipality,  how  would  that  effect  your  population? — Well, 
of  course  it  would  affect  the  population  to  the  extent  of  the  number  removed,  but 
there  are  a  good  many  others,  such  as  tradesmen,  who  would  soon  occupy  the  houses 
vacated  by  these  railway  employees. 

3375.  But  why,  if  the  purchasing  population  is  thus  reduced,  should  tradesmen 
from  elsewhere  go  there  ? — Because  living  is  cheaper  in  Woodstock  than  elsewhere. 

3376.  The  railway  employes  number  about  5,000  ? — I  cannot  tell. 

3377.  In  your  opinion  the  removal  of  the  railway  employes  will  not  materially 
affect  the  future  growth  of  Woodstock  ? — N<3,  I  don’t  think  so. 

3378.  Is  it  not  your  opinion  that  the  future  of  Woodstock  is  to  become  the  most 
industrial  manufacturing  c  -litre  of  the  Peninsula? — Yes. 

3379.  Aud  that  in  the  not  distant  future  Woodstock  will  be  somewhat  different  to 
all  the  other  urban  areas,  in  that  the  population  will  be  mainly  composed  of  the 
industrial  classes  of  inhabitants  and  that  you  will  have  very  few  well-to-do  residents? 
— All  along  the  upper  area  a  class  of  buildings  are  erected  and  will  be  erected,  which 
would  be  suitable  even  for  the  upper  ten. 

3380.  You  state  in  the  return  prepared  by  your  .Secretary  that  there  are  222 
buildings  in  the  course  of  erection  ? — Yes. 
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;r  /M'v  -  ,  3381.  What  is  the  general  class  of  these  buildings  ?  Are  they  not  mostly  small 

cw' "  artisans'  dwellings  ? — It  all  depends  what  you  would  consider  a  small  class  of  house  ; 

4th  April,  1902  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  houses  now  being  built  are  really  superior  to  those 
v  hich  were  originally  erected. 

3382.  But  they  are  not  the  class  usually  called  residential  buildings  ? — No,  not 
what  a  mercantile  gentleman  would  occupy. 

3383.  There  is  .no  question  that  the  future  of  Woodstock  will  be  almost  purely  an 
artisan  and  industrial  area  ? — To  a  certain  extent  it  will  be. 

3384.  Has  the  question  of  providing  artisans  with  dwellings  ever  occupied  the 
attention  of  your  Council  ? — No,  they  have  not  taken  up  that  question ;  they  have  enough 
to  do  at  present  in  looking  after  their  streets  and  sanitary  matters  without  entering  into 
general  speculation  with  regard  to  building.  I  say  speculation  because  matters  cropped 
up  in  Cape  Town,  where  I  also  served  as  Councillor  for  2J  years,  and  I  then  expressed 
my  opinion  upon  the  question  of  Municipalities  becoming  landlords  at  the  expense  of 
the  landlords. 

3385.  You  say  it  is  a  speculation  :  Has  that  been  the  general  experience  in 
England  in  providing  workmen’s  dwellings  ? — I  have  not  been  in  England  and  so  I 
cannot  say,  but  when  I  speak  of  speculations  I  mean  that  the  Council  would  utilise 
the  rates  paid  by  the  owners  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  buildings  and  thereby  com¬ 
peting  with  the  man  whose  rates  have  been  so  used. 

3386.  I  presume  we  may  take  it  that  your  opinion  is  rather  the  opinion  of  a 
property  owner  than  of  a  Town  Councillor? — No,  because  at  the  time  when  I 
expressed  that  opinion  I  had  only  my  dwelling-house. 

3387.  Presuming  that  an  endeavour  were  decided  upon  to  undertake  a  soheme 
for  providing  artisans’  dwellings  do  you  not  think  that  such  a  scheme  should  be 
undertaken  jointly  by  Cape  Town  and  Woodstock  ? — I  don’t  think  it  should  be 
undertaken  jointly.  I  don’t  think  that  the  inhabitants  of  Woodstock  would  like  to 
join  in  anything  of  that  kind  with  Cape  Town.  We  are  on  very  good  terms  and  we 
have  always  been  on  very  good  terms  ;  we  offered  to  go  to  their  assistance  at  the  time 
with  their  drainage  and  they  have  assisted  us  with  water,  but  beyond  that  I  don’t 
think  there  would  be  any  joint  action  between  the  two. 

3388.  So  that  if  the  necessity  for  erecting  artisans’  dwellings  is  established  and  a 
proper  scheme  were  discovered  would  you  then  have  two  schemes — one  for  Woodstock 
and  one  for  Cape  Town  ? — Yes,  if  each  Council  would  agree  to  that  Cape  Town  would 
have  to  erect  their  cottages  within  the  Cape  Town  area  and  Woodstock  would  have  to 
erect  theirs  within  their  own  area. 

3389.  Do  you  know  what  has  influenced  the  Railway  Department  to  enter  upon 
the  scheme  of  workmen’s  dwellings  for  their  employees  ?  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the 
difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  dwellings  has  led  them  to  this  decision  ? — I  don’t  know 
what  animated  the  Railway  Department  to  take  that  step ;  I  only  heard  of  it  when 
they  proposed  to  erect  certain  cottages  near  the  cemetery,  but  they  have  been  informed 
that  that  area  has  been  reserved  for  an  extension  of  the  cemetery. 

3390.  In  describing  your  area,  it  does  not  seem  clear  whether  the  Military  Hospital 
falls  within  it  ? — No  ;  they  call  it  the  Woodstock  Hospital. 

3391.  Then  none  of  the  Military  area  comes  into  your  area  ? — Simply  a  small 
portion  where  Craig’s  Battery  is. 

3392.  And  is  that  not  likely  to  lead  to  any  complications  or  difficulties  ? — I  don’t 
think  so  ;  we  have  never  had  any  difficulties.  I  may  say  that  at  the  lower  blockhouse 
there  is  a  very  small  area  within  ours,  but  it  is  very  trifling. 

3393.  Mr.  Gurnet, y.~]  You  stated  that  in  your  opinion  the  valuation  last  August 
was  very  satisfactory.  You  would  not  say  the  same  of  the  previous  valuation,  would 
you  ? — Well,  I  was  not  in  the  Council  at  the  time  it  was  made,  so  I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  express  an  opinion  upon  that  matter. 

3394.  You  are  aware  that  an  officer  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  investigate 
Woodstock  Council  matters,  and  he  called  attention  to,  amongst  other  things,  the 
remarkable  discrepancies  between  the  valuations  of  the  Divisional  Council  and  the 
Municipality? — Yes,  I  am  well  conversant  with  the  report  furnished  by  that  gentleman. 

3395.  To  give  you  an  illustration  :  One  property  was  purchased  for  £5,850 ;  the' 
Divisional  Council  valuation  was  £2,625  and  the  Municipal  valuation  £4,125  ;  another 
property  was  sold  for  £1,000,  which  was  valued  for  Divisional  Council 
purposes  at  £250,  and  for  Municipal  purposes  at  £450,  and  so  on.  These 
are  remarkable  discrepancies,  and  can  you  give  us  any  idea  of  how 
they  arose  ?  —  After  the  valuation  was  made,  property  went  up  by 
leaps  and  bounds,  far  beyond  what  any  person  could  have  contemplated,  and  I  think 
that  is  the  cause  of  the  difference  between  the  valuation.  Then  I  also  think  that  the 
valuator  knew  that  there  was  not  so  much  required  for  the  Divisional  Council  as  For 
the  Municipality,  and  that  they  valued  accordingly. 
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3‘19< I.  That  is  exactly  what  I  want  to  get  at  ;  lias  it  been  a  deliberate  policy  to  ,  Mr 
value,  for  Divisional  Council  purposes,  lower  than  for  Municipal  purposes? — I  won’t  ^_oor*- 

say  that  it  has  been  a  deliberate  policy,  but  it  has  been  done.  24th  April.  1903. 

•3397.  It  was  because  not  so  much  was  required  ? — Yes,  it  is  really  a  habit,  and 
then  we  know  that  the  farms  outside  are  very  considerably  nndervalued. 

3398.  Chairman .]  Is  not  that  a  policy? — The  valuators  may  have  a  policy  in 
doing  so. 

3399.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  That  would  not  in  any  way  explain  the  absolute  omission  of 
properties  from  the  Municipal  roll  ? — No,  but  they  may  arise  from  this  property  changing 
hands  from  time  to  time,  and,  if  no  communication  is  made  either  to  the  Divisional 
Council  or  to  the  Municipal  Council,  it  becomes  difficult  afterwards  to  trace  the  property 
to  their  proper  owners,  because  it  happens  that  the  property  may  have  changed  hands 
some  years  before,  and  yet  it  still  stands  in  the  original  name.  I  may,  however,  sav 
that  as  far  as  the  Woodstock  Council  is  concerned  the  Town  Clerk  and  the  Treasurer 
harve  rectified  that,  and  we  have  now  a  complete  record  of  all  the  owners  within  the  area 
of  Woodstock. 

3400.  Mr.  de  Vi/liers .]  Can  you  tell  us,  Mr.  Moore,  whether  Woodstock  has 
adopted  the  Municipal  Amendment  Acts  of  1896  and  1899? — Yes,  both. 

3401.  Mr.  Stewart .]  You  saw  the  evidence  of  the  Surveyor- General  ? — I  read 
through  some  of  the  evidence,  but  I  have  not  gone  through  the  whole,  as  it  was  very 
voluminous. 

3402.  He  gave  us  the  perimeter  of  Wo  idstook  ;  do  you  know  what  it  is? — No. 

3403.  6‘64  miles,  and  the  part  of  the  boundary  which  corresponds  to  Cape  Town 
is  1 4  miles  ? — I  have  no  idea. 

3404.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  of  this  part  as  to  whether  it  is  built  on  or  still 
open  ? — The  principal  portion  is  open  on  the  upper  .side,  but  the  lower  parts  are  all 
built  up. 

3405.  The  principal  portion  which  is  open  is  on  the  slopes  of  the  Mountain  ? — Yes. 

3406.  From  what  you  say  about  building  going  on  in  Woodstock,  I  understand 

that  the  buildings  in  the  upper  part  will  correspond  approximately  in  character  to  the 
buildings  iu  the  upper  part  of  Cape  Town  ? — Approximately.  , 

3407.  And  in  the  lower  levels  they  are  more  or  less  industrial  buildings  ? — Yes. 

3408.  So  that  on  the  same  level  Woodstock  would,  roughly  speaking,  approximate 
to  Cape  Town  ? — Yes,  with  the  exception  of  the  industrial  buildings,  the  residential 
buildings  will  approximate  to  a  gr<  at  extent  to  many  buildings  in  Cape  Town,  that  is 
to  say,  the  class  of  buildings  put  up  in  the  upper  part  of  Woodstock  will  consist  of  a 
better  class  of  building  than  the  lower. 

3409.  Dr.  Anderson.]  What  is  the  nature  of  the  boundary  between  Cape  Town 
and  Woodstock  ? — Originally  the  boundary  was  a  straight  line,  but  with  the  altera¬ 
tions  which  came  later  the  upper  part  runs  with  a  good  many  angles. 

3410.  I  may  take  it  that  the  boundaries  pass  through  properties? — Not  through 
properties,  but  through  passages  between  properties. 

8411.  Do  many  of  the  railway  workmen  possess  their  own  houses  ? — T  cannot  tell 
you  the  number,  but  I  know  that  many  of  them  have  their  own  houses  ;  the  majority 
of  them,  however,  I  think,  are  tenants. 

3412.  With  regard  to  the  overcrowding,  you  say  you  don’t  think  that  it  exists 
now  to  any  extent? — Yes. 

3413.  Have  you  made  any  regulations  with  regard  to  that  ? — The  general  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Municipality  on  sanitation,  and  then,  besides,  we  have  the  power,  to  deal 
with  them  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

3414.  Overcrowding  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  deal  with? — Yes,  but  it  can  be 
overcome. 

3415.  You  say  that,  if  Woodstock  were  in  favo  >r  of  putting  up  artisans’  buildings 
and  Cape  Town  were  of  the  same  opinion,  you  don’t  think  it  would  be  possible  to  act 
jointly  in  that  matter  ?— No. 

3416.  What  is  the  reason  ? — Because  Woodstock  stands  by  itself. 

3417.  And  therefore  it  would  uol  be  possible  for  Cape  Town  and  Woodstook  to  put 
up  a  block  of  artisans’  buildings  near  to  Zonnebloem,  acting  together  in  the  matter  ? — 

They  could,  but  I  don’t  think  Woodstock  would  do  it. 

3418.  Why  not  ? — Because  for  many  years  to  come  they  will  have  so  much  work 
before  them  in  connexion  with  the  formation  of  streets,  questions  of  drainage  and  water 
supply,  and  various  other  things,  that  they  would  have  quite  enough  to  do.  The 
question  of  the  erection  of  artisan’s  buildings  has  not  come  up  before  the  Council 
during  ray  time,  nor  during  the  time  that  I  was  Mayor  and  Chairman  for  the  previous 
five  years.  But  my  own  conviction  is  that  the  Council  as  a  whole  will  not  be  in 
favour  of  doing  that,  besides  there,  are  so  manv  buildings  being  erected  near  the  town 
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suitable  for  the  requirements  of  artisans  that  there  would  be  quite  sufficient  provision 
in  that  direction. 

3419.  Mr.  Dyer.~\  Something  has  been  said  about  the  differ  race  in  the  valuation 
of  the  Divisional  Council  and  the  Municipal  Council ;  can  you  tell  us  whether  the  same 
measures  are  taken  by  both  these  bodies  in  obtaining  their  valuation  ? — The  same 
valuators  have  in  some  instances  been  appointed  by  both  bodies  Every  Council  should 
have  its  own  Official  Valuator,  and  members  of  a  Council  should  not  be  parties  to  a 
suit  and  judges  at  tbe  same  time.  The  Valuation  Court  should  be  independent. 

3420.  But  how  do  the  Councils  obtain  these  valuations? — Tenders  are  called  for 
and  sent  in  at  certain  amounts. 

3421.  And  in  many  cases  the  same  valuators  have  valued  the  properties  for  both 
bodies  ? — Ves,  the  difference  between  the  valuations  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to 
explain,  and  I  have  already  stated  my  view  in  regard  to  that  matter. 

3422.  Mr.  Lawrence .]  Are  there  anv  Public  gardens  in  Woodstock  ?  -No,  except 
the  Municipal  gardens  round  the  Town  Hall. 

3 ±23.  That  is  immediately  round  the  Town  Office? — Yes,  and  there  is  a  certain 
area  on  the  slope  of  the  mountain  near  the  upper  road,  which  it  was  my  idea  to  lay  out 
and  kerb,  and  then  sell,  adding  the  proceeds  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  but  the  majority  of 
the  Councillors  were  in  favour  of  reserving  it  for  a  public  garden. 

3424.  So  that  a  good  piece  of  land  is  reserved  for  that  ? — Oh  yes,  an  excellent 
piece. 

3425.  Have  you  got  any  squares  or  ground  set  apart  for  that  ? — No. 

3426.  In  your  evidence  you  said  tnat  you  expected  the  whole  of  Woodstock  would 
be  built  over,  and  I  should  like  to  know  what  provision  has  been  made  in  this  direction 
for  the  future  ? — The  Council  have  not  given  auy  attention  to  this  matter.  Owners 
subdivide  and  dispose  of  their  property  by  auction,  and  so  long  as  they  conform  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Council  in  regard  to  the  width  of  their  streets,  and  comply  with 
the  sanitary  arrangements,  the  Council  would  not  be  justified  in  laying  down  a  rule 
that  any  owner  of  property  should  reserve  anything  for  a  square ;  they  would  not  have 
the  power.  The  only  way  for  us  would  be  to  purchase  a  piece  of  land. 

3427.  We  have  some  evidence  with  regard  to  Woodstock  No.  1  and  Woodstock 
No.  2,  how  are  they  divided  ? — Woodstock  No.  1  was  the  original  Papendorp  ;  it 
inoludes  all  places  up  to  Maitland-road,  which  leads  from  the  upper  part  opposite 
Roodebloem  ;  then  it  goes  down  and  meets  the  lower  main  road.  On  the  upper  side  it 
extends  somewhat  further.  Afterwards,  complaints  were  made  by  the  Maitland  people 
that  they  were  paying  rates  to  the  Village  Management  Board,  and  they  applied 
to  the  Government  to  be  created  a  Municipality  or  to  be  joined  on  to  Wood- 
stock  No.  1.  A  Commission  was  appointed  consisting  of  the  Magistrate,  the 
Surveyor- General  and  myself  to  investigate  and  report  on  the  matter.  The  majority 
were  in  favour  of  extending  it  to  Polo  Road,  and  I  handed  in  a  minority  report  to 
extend  it  to  Observatory,  and  the  Government  adopted  the  minority  report.  As  to  why 
it  is  called  Woodstock  No,  1  and  No.  2,  I  will  explain  when  we  come  to  the  question 
of  the  water  supply. 

3428.  Well  now,  is  the  old  toll  site  the  boundary  of  Cape  Town  and  Woodstock 
on  this  side  ? — No,  on  the  other  side.  There  was  a  certain  variation  made  there  under 
the  Municipal  Amendment  Act,  the  boundaries  were  changed  from  the  inner  side  to 
the  outer  side  of  the  Military  line. 

3429.  Is  the  boundary  about  where  the  Tramway  station  is  ? — Yes,  the  Cape  Town 
Council  wanted  to  rate  the  Tramway  property,  but  they  found  that  it  was  outside  the 
boundary,  and  that  by  the  change  Cape  Town  had  annexed  it. 

3430.  Chairman .]  According  to  the  statement  handed  in  there  has  been  only  one 
what  would  be  called  an  extensive  sale  of  Municipal  land  and  that  was  in  the  year 
1900,  which  realised  about  £16,000;  was  that  one  sale  or  more  than  one? — Not 
altogether  one  sale,  I  will  tell  you  how  that  arose ;  when  the  Municipality  started  they 
wanted  a  dumping  ground,  and  they  also  wanted  road  material,  so  we  bought  the  land 
on  the  Leliebloem  side,  which  is  the  land  that  I  have  referred  to  that  the  Council 
wished  to  keep  for  a  public  park,  and  there  we  obtain  street  material.  Below  where 
the  Gas  Company  now  have  their  works,  the  Council  bought  the  ground,  and  owing  to 
the  shape  of  it,  which  is  hollow  and  filled  with  water  during  the  Spring  Tide,  it  has 
been  gradually  covered  up  by  being  used  as  a  dumping  ground.  A  portion  of  it  was 
sold  to  the  Gas  Company,  a  portion  to  the  Railway  Department  and  another  portion  to 
the  Milnerton  Railway  people.  Then  recently  the  Government  expropriated  another 
large  YJorti(m  of  that  ground  ;  we  went  to  arbitration,  and  I  think  they  awarded  us 
£14,000  odd.  These  are  the  lands  which  were  sold  for  the  £16,000  and  realised  out  of 
the  small  investment  of  the  Council  who  paid  £250  for  it. 

3431 .  That  big  sale  gave  you  a  balance  of  £12,4)00  for  the  next  year  ? — Yes. 
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3432 .  (Jan  you  pul  your  finger  on  any  special  purpose  that  thal  money  was  devoted 
fo  iu  1 1)01  ? — I  was  not  in  the  Council,  Mr.  Behr  was  Mayor  at  the  time,  but  I  may- 
say  that  £7,000  was  applied  towards  the  purchase  of  Oliphaut’s  Hoek,  and  the  24th 
remainder  went  into  general  purposes. 

3433.  Was  any  restriction  placed  on  the  money  by  the  Government  ? — No,  I  dou’t 
think  so. 

3434.  There  is  still  a  remaining  area  of  Municipal  land  that  you  have  not  sold  ?  — 

Yes, 

3435.  Is  there  any  of  that  area  suitable  for  a  public  park  ?— 1 Oh  yes,  that,  is  the 
part  where  we  have  removed  the  road  material,  and  there  would  be  quite  sufficient  for 
that  purpose. 

3436.  Is  there  any  idea  of  appropriating  it  for  that  purpose  ? — Yes,  that  is  the 
idea  of  the  majority. 

3437.  Can  you  give  us  tire  extent  of  it  ?- — No. 

3438.  Mr.  Gurney .]  In  the  statement  rendered  to  the  Commission  for  the  last  tive 
years  the  receipts,  as  summarised,  are  shown  as  £98,206,  and  the  payments  £98,!  10,  a 
difference  of  £95  only.  But  the  receipts  include  £5,000  loan  from  the  loan  account; 
and  £16,509  from  the  sale  of  lands  ?■ — Yes. 

3439.  Making  a  total  of  £21,509  altogether  from  those  two  sources  ? — Yes. 

3440.  That  is,  instead  of  being  £95  to  the  good,  you  would  have  been  £21,500  to 
the  bad,  but  for  these  two  items  ? — Yes,  so  I  presume 

3441.  The  smaller  sales  of  Municipal  lands,  I  think,  were  only  approved  by  the 
Governor  subject  to  the  money  being  spent  on  specified  works? — Yes. 

3442.  And  those  works  are  included  on  the  other  side  of  the  account? — Yes. 

3443.  It  was  only  the  large  sale  of  £14,500  which  was  not  restricted? — Yes. 

3444.  And  the  £5,000  borrowed  from  the  loan  account  is  still  due  ? — No,  we  have 
paid  it  back,  and  besides  we  have  added  £600  to  our  Sinking  Fund,  and  in  the  course 
of  a  couple  of  months  when  we  have  got  in  our  revenue  we  would  be  in  a  very 
different  position  to  the  time  when  fhe  investigation  was  made. 

3445.  What  I  was  driving  at  was  this,  that  the  result  of  the  five  years,  but  for 
the  £14,500  sale  of  Municipal  land  and  this  loan,  would  have  been  a  deficit  of  some 
£20,000  ? — Yes. 

3446.  And  therefore  unless  some  steps  were  taken  to  reduce  the  expenditure  or 
increase  the  receipts,  the  Council  had  a  very  unsatisfactory  prospect  before  it? — Yes. 

3447.  Have  steps  been  taken  with  that  view  ? — Yes,  and  have  resulted  in  an 
increase  of  revenue. 

3448.  Has  the  revenue  been  increased  by  an  increase  of  rates  ?— Yes. 

3449.  You  have  only  an  owners’  rate? — Yes,  and  we  have  never  gone  beyond  2d. 
in  the  £1. 

3450.  And  this  year  ? — No  increase. 

3451.  How  then  have  you  increased  your  receipts? — Increased  valuation  on  the 
properties  and  looking  after  tbe  money. 

3452.  As  a  matter  of  fact  during  these  five  years  things  have  not  been  managed 
quite  as  they  should  have  been  ? — No,  I  cannot  say  they  were. 

3453.  The  increase  in  salaries  is  a  very  marked  item,  starting  iu  1897  at  £580, 
it  had  grown  in  1901  to  £3,188,  nearly  six  times? — According  to  ray  figures  in  1897 
the  salaries  were  £547  8s.  4d.  ;  in  1898,  £709  7s.  fid. ;  in  1899,  £1,366  16s.  8d. ;  in 
1900,  £1,905  3s.  1  Id.  ;  and  in  1901,  £2,919  1  Is.  8d. 

3454.  The  figures  you  are  quoting  from  are  for  the  year  ending  30th  June  P— 

Yes. 

3455.  In  the  abstract  of  accounts  rendered  to  the  Commission  you  will  find  that 
the  figures  are  given  for  the  calendar  year  and  not  for  the  financial  year  ? — This  is  the 
first  time  I  have  seen  this  statement,  but  I  find  that  it  is  so. 

3)456.  The  fact  is  that  the  figures  under  that  head  increased  from  £580  in  1897 
to  £3,188  iu  1901  ? — Yes,  and  there  was  a  greater  increase.  When  I  entered  the 
Council  I  found  that  they  had  increased  the  permanent  and  temporary  salaries  to 
£5,700  per  annum. 

3457.  You  are  aware  that  the  officer  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  make  the 
investigation  drew  attention  to  this  question  ? — Yes. 

3458.  That  was  shortly  before  you  became  Mayor  ? — Yes. 

3459.  Since  then  you  have  given  the  matter  careful  attention  and  what  has 
been  the  result  ? — The  result  has  been  that  we  have  adopted  a  totally  different  system. 

The  Departments  were  placed  under  two  heads, — the  Town  Clerk  and  the  City 
Engineer  controlled  the  different  Departments  under  their  separate  heads,  and  they 
considered  themselves  solely  responsible  to  the  Council,  but  now  certain  Departments 
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n  £*r)(  came  under  the  Town  Clerk  an  1  the  other  Departments  ate  all  classed  under 

U _  the  City  Engineer’s  Department,  the  Town  Clerk  being  the  responsible  head  to  the 

tth  April,  1902.  Council.  By  amalgamating  in  this  way  a  saving  has  been  effected,  but  of  course  with 
the  growth  of  the  Municipality  and  the  diminution  of  Officers,  some  have  had  to  have 
their  salaries  increased.  The  Town  Clerk  for  instance  only  drew  £400  a  year  which 
lias  been  increased  to  £600,  and  our  salaries  now  amount  to  £3,362. 

3460.  So  that  you  have  actually  reduced  them  since  you  took  office  ? — Yes. 

3461.  But  not  so  as  to  make  them  less  than  the  figures  shewn  in  these  amounts  ? 
—No. 

3462.  And  with  the  large  increase  in  the  five  years  you  think  this  is  justified  by  the 
growth  of  the  Town  ? — Decidedly.  We  must  have  men  well  paid,  for  then  you  get 
your  work  doue  well. 

3463.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  shortfall  of  revenue  as  against  the  expenditure  in 
these  five  years,  which  would  have  resulted  but  for  the  sale  of  the  Municipal  lands,  was 
partly  caused  by  a  loss  of  £5,000  under  the  water  arrangements  for  District  No.  1  ? — 
Yes. 

3464.  You  have  an  arrangement  by  which  the  Water  Company  supplies  you  with 
water  at  a  certain  price,  and  you  again  sell  it  to  the  ratepayers? — Yes. 

3465.  And  without  going  into  the  details  at  the  moment,  that  resulted  in  this 
loss  of  £5,000  ? — I  don’t  know  the  amount,  but  it  was  a  heavy  loss. 

3466.  That  went  on  consistently,  and  the  Council  apparently  took  no  notice  of  it 
until  this  Grovernment  Offioer  reported  on  the  matter,  which  was  before  you  became 
Mayor  ? — It  was  about  the  same  time. 

3467.  How  was  it  that  the  Council  submitted  so  long  to  a  loss  of  that  sort? — Mr. 
Behr,  who  was  Mayor  before  me,  would  be  able  to  explain  it  better.  Before  I  came  in 
they  had  appointed  an  Engineer  at  £400  a  year  to  try  and  ascertain  what  was  the  cause  of 
their  losing  £1,500  a  year  instead  of  making  a  profit  of  £1,200,  so  that  the  loss  was 
really  £2,700  a  year,  and  the  Engineer  found  that  there  was  no  proper  check,  besides  a 
good  deal  of  dishonesty  went  on,  people  using  more  water  than  they  were  entitled  to, 
and  a  lot  of  water  running  to  waste. 

3468.  Chairman.']  You  are  supplied  by  meter  ? — Yes,  and  under  our  Act  we  had 
to  supply  each  owner  with  fifty  gallons,  so  that  they  would  pay  for  fifty  gallons  and 
probably  use  two  hundred  gallons. 

3469.  You  were  paying  more  for  the  water  than  you  got  from  Woodstock? — Yes, 
to  give  you  an  illustration,  a  man  applied  for  water  to  put  up  two  cottages,  and  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Council  another  man  erected  three  buildings  simply  by  joining  on  a 
pipe  to  the  firs"  man’s  supply,  and  the  Council  knew  nothing  about  it. 

3470.  The  Water  Committee  supplied  you  in  bulk,  and  they  charged  you  by 
meter  ? — Yes,  it  is  according  to  agreement. 

3471.  And  there  was  a  considerable  wastage,  and  thereby  a  loss  of  revenue  ? — Yes. 

3472.  Mr.  Gurney .]  I  think  the  officer  investigating  the  matter  found  that  the 
loss  was  due  to  :  — [a)  defective  meters;  ( h )  loss  through  fixed  charge  being  inadequate ; 
(c)  water  used  for  Municipal  purposes  not»  being  charged  for ;  (d)  loss  on  plumber’s 
accounts  ? — Yes. 

3473.  As  a  ma  ter  of  fact,  at  that  time  you  had  very  inadequate  supervision  over 
all  the  arrangements  ? — Yes. 

3474.  There  was  a  plumber  who  had  to  look  after  these  things,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  he  had  to  supervise  and  mend  taps,  and  had  various  things  to  do  all 
over  the  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

3475.  So  that  in  some  instances  it  was  found  difficult  for  him  to  properly  supervise 
things,  because  lie  had  to  repair  some  weeks  350,  250,  and  in  others  300  taps  ? —  Yes. 

3476.  Then  the  taps  were  of  very  inferior  quality,  and  the  Municipality  had  no 
rules  forcing  people  to  have  desirable  taps  ?— I  don’t  know  if  there  were  rules. 

3477.  Under  the  new  arrangement  this  year  you  would  have  a  profit  instead  of  a 
loss  ? — -Yes,  all  these  things  have  been  placed  under  the  Town  Engineer. 

3478.  Although  this  loss  has  been  allowed  to  go  on  for  five  years  or  more,  all  that 
has  been  stopped  now  ? — Yes,  as  far  as  we  could,  we  have  ordered  a  number  of  meters  in 
order  to  check  the  supply.  Besides  we  have  passed  a  resolution  that  each  householder 
instead  of  taking  50  gallons  should  take  at  least  200  gallons.  There  should  now 
be  a  profit  instead  of  a  loss. 

3479.  In  the  ordinary  expenditure  is  included  £7,317  in  connection  with  the 
purchase  of  Oliphant’s  Hoek? — Yes. 

3460.  That  you  regard  as  a  legitimate  charge  against  the  ordinary  account  owing 
to  the  windfall  of  this  £14,500  produced  by  the  sale  of  land  ? — 'Yes. 

348J .  The  remaining  debt  incurred  in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  land  at 
Oliphant’s  Hoek  you  covered  by  debentures  at  four  per  cent.  ? — Yes,  £20,000  for 
five  years.  All  this  occurred  before  my  time. 
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3481(a).  So  that  the  Council  uow  holds  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  and  Le  Roque  ffr  ^fr'Mniirr 
farms  and  certain  rights  represented  by  the  £20,(100  Municipal  debentures  and  tho 
£7,000  expenditure? — Yes  .  24fU  A.pnl,  uo 

3482.  You  are  not  able  to  pay  the  interest  of  these  debentures  at  present  owing 
to  an  order  of  Court  ? — We  are  able  and  willing  to  pay,  but  the  interdict  of  the  Court 
prevents  our  doing  so. 

3483.  The  officer  who  made  the  investigation  last  July  called  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  fact  that  in  his  opinion  this  £20,000  could  not  pass  audit:' — I  thiuk  he 
also  held  the  opinion  that  the  Councillors  who  voted  for  it  were  personally  liable. 

3484.  Did  he  not  hold  that  the  £20,000  purchase  was  illegal  in  the  first  instance  ? 

— I  think  so,  the  report  was  very  voluminous. 

3485.  These  are  the  transactions  :  firstly  the  purchase,  and  secondly  the  issue  of 
the  debentures  ? — Yes. 

2486.  And  I  believe  that  he  said  that  the  issue  of  the  debentures  and  the  purchase 
were  illegal  ? — Yes,  that  was  his  opinion. 

3487.  Then  you  got  Counsel’s  opinion  which  recommended  you  to  hold  on  to  your 
purchase?  -Yes,  we  have  had  several  opinions  from  Counsel  on  the  matter,  but  a  rate¬ 
payer  took  the  matter  into  court  and  obtained  the  rule  nisi. 

3488.  Against  your  paying  interest  ? — Yes. 

3489.  So  that  as  far  as  your  financial  position  is  concerned  you  hold  these 
properties  and  rights,  and  you  have  these  liabilities  of  £20,000  debentures  and  £7,000 
paid  out  ? — Yes,  and  a  very  good  position  we  are  in  too  as  regards  that;  and,  not¬ 
withstanding  tho  difficulty,  which  is  not  insuperable,  we  have  got  full  value  for  the 
money. 

3490.  The  purchase  represents  two  farms,  Oliphant’s  Hoek  and  La  Roche  ;  and 
this  £7,233  Is.  7d.  represents  expenditure  in  connection  with  that  purchase? — It  also 
includes  certain  surveys  which  were  made,  but  the  £20,000  was  for  the  payment  of  tho 
rights  of  all  the  riparian  owners  down  to  the  Berg  River. 

3491.  And  the  right  of  laying  pipes? — Yes,  and  constructing  roads  and  doing 
everything  that  was  neeessary  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  scheme. 

3492.  And  these  farms  over  which  these  rights  were  purchased  were  at  the 
time  valued  for  something  like  £8,900  for  Divisional  Council  purposes  ? — That  is  made 
up  by  one  of  the  farms  alone,  for  which  a  man  has  refused  £10,000. 

3493.  So  the  Divisional  Council  valuation  was  absurdly  low? — Well,  it  is  not  for 
me  to  condemn  the  valuators  at  the  time,  but  at  any  rate  it  was  far  below  what  the 
places  were  worth  at  the  time. 

3494.  Mr.  Dt/er.~\  They  did  not  grumble  at  the  valuation  ?  —I  believe  not. 

3495.  Mr.  Gurm »//.]  So  that  although  the  Divisional  Council  valuation  of  the 

farms  which  the  valuator  had  declared  he  had  put  down  at  a  fair  valuation  at 
£8,900,  the  Council  did  not  think  it  excessive  to  pay  for  only  certain  rights  on  them 
£20,000  ? — They  considered  it  was  a  fair  value. 

3496.  Aud  therefore,  you  considered  that  the  assets  are  worth  the  sum  paid 

and  the  liabilities  incurred  ? — In  a  week’s  time  a  syndicate  could  be  formed  and  I  know 

that  one  man  is  ready  to  put  £  1 0,000  into  it. 

3497.  Chair  man. If  the  water  rights  were  sold,  would  they  bring  in  more  thau 
the  Council  paid  irrespective  of  the  land  ? — Yes,  in  this  case.  There  are  a  series  of 
farms  below .  the  spring  all  exercising  riparian  rights,  and  we  have  bought  all  these 
rights. 

3498.  Mr.  Lawrence .]  You  bougl it  the  source  of  the  water  ? — Yes,  and  the  riparian 
rights  of  all  the  owners  down  to  the  Berg  River. 

3499.  Dr.  Gregor)/ ,\  You  say  these  water  rights  are  worth  £20,000,  or  might  be 
within  a  week ;  is  that  the  prospective  value  in  case  the  scheme  is  adopted  by  the 
Municipality  ? — -Oil  yes,  for  the  purpose  of  the  scheme. 

3500.  Then  supposing  that  the  scheme  were  not  adopted,  would  it  still  be  of  that 
value  ? — 1  cannot  assume  that  the  scheme  will  not  be  carried  out,  but,  assuming  that  it 
is  not.  then,  as  far  as  the  Councils  are  concerned,  it  would  not  be  of  that  value  ;  but 
there  is  a  syndicate  quite  prepared  to  carry  out  the  scheme;. 

3501.  Mr.  Gurnet /.]  With  a  view  to  supplying  Woodstock? — Yes,  and  all  along 
the  line. 

3502.  If  the  scheme  were  abandoned  and  some  other  scheme  taken  up,  the  value 
of  these  rights  would  no  longer  be  £20,000,  but  would  probably  revert  to  the 
Divisional  Council  valuation  of  £8,900  ? — That  is  an  abstract  question  which  I  can 
hardly  answer. 

3503.  Dr.  Gregory. \  Would  it.  be  possible  to  put  in  a  financial  statement  of  the 
Oliphant’s  Hook  Sobeme,  showing  the  money  that  has  been  expended  upon  it  ? — You 
have  here  the  amount  of  money  that  has  been  expended,  but  I  think  subsequently 
additional  money  was  spent  for  a  survey. 


150 


Mr-  3504.  Mr.  Qnrnry.]  The  survey  has  not  been  paid  yet  ? — Yes,  the  Council  agreed 

n  .  Epitome.  g[Ye  £500  towards  it.  £250  was  paid  and  £250  was  remitted  to  the  Waterworks 
ith  Vpril.  1902.  Company,  and  if  the  Commission  wish  to  have  a  statement  I  could  furnish  one. 

3505.  You  have  also  a  loan  indebtedness  of  £68,000 — three  loans,  one  of  £18,000, 
another  of  £30,000,  aud  yet  another  of  £20,000.  And  in  addition  you  have  an 
indebtedness  of  £75,000  to  the  Standard  Bank  in  conueotiou  with  the  purchase  of  the 
Suburban  Waterworks? — Yes,  a  quarter  share  in  that. 

3506.  You  own  a  quarter  share,  and  you  have  this  liability  of  £75,000  against 
it  ?-  -Yes. 

3507.  At  the  time  when  you  became  Mayor  you  found  that  the  Officer  who  made 
the  investigation  liad  oalled  attention  to  the  fact  that  no  entries  of  this  liability  had 
been  made  in  the  Council’s  books  ? — Yes. 

3508.  Have  they  been  made  since  ? — Yes,  in  the  balance  sheet. 

3509.  The  Council  now  recognises  that  this  is  one  of  their  liabilities  and  assets  ? — 
Yes,  they  brought  it  up. 

3510.  It  is  recognised  as  a  valuable  asset  of  the  Municipal  Council? — Yes,  other¬ 
wise  we  would  not  have  gone  in  for  it. 

3511.  Would  you  always  be  able  to  retain  this  interest  in  the  Suburban  Water¬ 
works,  ev«n  if  you  obtained  a  bountiful  water  supply  elsewhere ;  and  would  you  always 
expect  a  quarter  share  of  the  profits  ? — I  don’t  know ;  but  are  you  dealing  with  the 
water  question  now  ? 

3512.  Only  from  a  financial  point  of  view  ;  do  you  regard  it  as  a  purchase  by  the 
Municipality — an  investment — of  one  quarter  share  in  the  waterworks  ? — For  the 
purpose  of  water. 

3513.  But  if  you  got  a  profit,  it  is  yours  for  that  as  well  as  for  any  other 
purpose  ? — But  I  take  it  that  the  profit  would  go  towards  a  reduction  of  the  water 
charges. 

3514.  Suppose  that  Wood-dock  obtained  no  water  from  the  Suburban  Waterworks 
Committee,  and  that  they  had  a  supply  of  their  own,  would  not  Woodstock  still  be  entitled 
to  an  account  from  the  Municipal  Water  Board? — It  is  not  a  Board;  it  is  a  Committee 
of  Management — I  notice  that  other  witnesses  call  it  a  Board — there  are  two  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  each  Couucil,  and  the  Committee  have  the  power  of  controlling  and 
regulating  the  water  supply.  The  Committee  are  the  delegates  from  the  Council,  aud 
I  think  undoubtedly  the  Council  would  hold  on  to  the  asset. 

3515.  If  they  did  not  require  the  water,  would  they  still  hold  on  to  the  asset  ? — 1 
am  not  prepared  to  auswer  that  question.  It  would  depend  entirely  on  the  appropria¬ 
tion  of  profits  if  profits  were  made,  because  I  take  it  that  it  is  possible  that  they  would 
in  that  case  reduce  the  price  of  the  water  to  the  extent  of  the  profits  derived. 

3516.  Under  these  circumstances  Woodstock  would  naturally  hold  on  to  the 
arrangement  even  if  it  were  not  taking  the  water  ? — Yes. 

3517.  And  claim  its  share  in  the  profits  ? — Of  course  they  would  do  that.  The 
effeot  of  it  would  be  that  they  would  be  relieving  the  Committee  ofthe  supply  of  their 
water  which  could  be  distributed  elsewhere. 

3518.  But  then  if  that  were  done,  would  you  not  be  ready  to  give  up  your 
asset? — Oh  no,  we  never  discussed  the  matter  in  the  Council. 

3519.  It  is,  however,  a  bona  fide  asset  which  appears  in  your  balance  sheet  now  ? 
—Yes. 

3520.  Then  for  the  loan  indebtedness  ;  what  have  you  in  the  way  of  definite 
assets  ? — The  valuation  of  our  Municipal  property  of  £73,000. 

352 1 .  That  would  include  the  Town  Hall  and  the  ground  around  it  as  well  as  the 
ground  which  you  hold  on  the  hill  and  the  remainder  below  that  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  got 
totals  showing  these  assets. 

3522.  Chairman .]  Is  that  the  unbuilt-on  land  of  the  Municipality  ? — Yes,  round  the 
Town  Hall. 

3523.  That  land  could  not  be  realised  without  tho  consent  of  the  Government  ? — 
Such  a  course,  I  take  it,  requires  the  consent  of  the  Government,  and  the  Government 
would  not  consent  unless  a  definite  object  for  which  the  land  is  required  is  placed 
before  them,  that  is  the  usual  course  adopted. 

3524.  Mr.  Gurney.']  Your  Municipal  building  only  cost  something  under 
£2,000  ? — Yes,  but  we  have  added  considerably  to  it,  and  there  is  a  good  extent  of 
land  in  front  as  well  as  at  the  back  of  the  building,  and  also  where  we  have  the 
stsblss 

3525.  And  all  that  is  included  in  the  £73,000  ? — Yes. 

3526.  And  a  large  part  of  the  value  of  that  would  ultimately  go  to  the  Sinking 
Fund  towards  the  repayment  of  the  debt  under  this  new  arrangement  ? — Whatever  we 
realise. 
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3527.  You  have  decided  that  all  the  proceeds  of  land  should  be  carried  to  a 
Sinking  Fund  ? — Yes,  from  one  capital  account  to  another  capital  account.  This 
should  have  been  done  before  and  that  is  where  the  Council  made  the  mistake. 

3  5  28.  How  much  of  this  £73,000  is  likely  ultimately  to  find  its  way  into  the  Sinking 
Fund  F  —  Well,  the  Town  Hall  is  being  used  and  we  pay  no  rent  for  it,  therefore 
although  it  will  not  be  realised,  it  is  practically  a  Sinking  Fund.  All  the  proceeds  of 
sale  of  Municipal  land  is  in  future  to  go  to  the  Sinking  Fund  towards  paying  the  debt. 

3529.  You  cannot  say  how  much  of  this  £73,000  represents  Municipal  land  that 
will  be  ultimately  so  treated  F — It  is  difficult  to  say,  because  there  is  also  the  ground  set 
aside  for  the  public  Park  which  will  not  be  realised  and  consequently  cannot  go  to  the 
Sinking  Fund.  Then  Government  has  given  us  notice  that  they  want  more  land  of  the 
piece  that  we  use  for  a  dumping  ground,  and,  the  moment  that  that  is  sold  and  paid 
for  by  the  Government,  the  money  would  go  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  besides  our  annual 
contribution  of  £600  every  year  out  of  general  revenue. 

3530.  Your  first  loan  of  £18,000  was  raised  in  1894  F — I  don’t  know  the  date. 

3531.  And  £13,700  of  it  is  in  four  per  cent,  debentures  and  £4,300  in  three  and  a 
half  per  cent,  debentures.  These  I  think  are  repayable  by  annual  drawings  commencing 
in  1919  ? — I  don’t  know  the  date,  I  was  not  Mayor  at  the  time. 

3532.  The  next  loan  of  £30,000  was  raised  in  1898  and  is  similarly  repayable  by 
annual  drawings  from  1919.  You  were  not  preparing  for  these  drawings  when  you 
became  Mayor  ? — No. 

3533.  But  now  you  will  be  ready  for  them  ? — Yes. 

3534.  Then  the  £75,000  is  borrowed  at  present  from  the  Standard  Bank,  at 
present  for  the  water  F — Yes,  at  five  per  cent. 

3535.  The  loan  of  £18,000  in  1894  was  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  an  overdraft 
at  the  Bank,  paying  off  the  Government  loan,  and  also  to  enable  the  Council  to 
construct,  kerb,  gutter,  and  form  streets  and  squares.  The  next  loan  was  also  for 
kerbing  and  guttering.  So  that  you  have  nothing  representing  these  loans  except  the 
work  performed  in  the  Municipality,  which  of  course  cannot  be  sold  F — Yes. 

3536.  The  third  loan  of  £20,000  debentures  represents  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  water 
scheme  ? — Yes,  they  have  put  it  to  loan  account  but  I  consider  that  neither  the  purchase 
price  owing  nor  the  balance  paid  off  should  go  to  loan  account  until  the  loan  is  applied 
for  in  order  to  pay  the  indebtedness.  The  debenture  is  the  same  as  giving  a  man  a 
promissory  note  payable  at  a  certain  date,  and  no  loan  has  ever  been  raised  upon  it. 

3537.  Chairman .]  That  £20,000  is  debentures  for  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  scheme  F 
_ Yes. 

3538.  When  was  that  contracted  F — In  1901. 

3539.  Mr.  Gurney. ~\  I)o  I  understand  you  to  hold  that  the  £20,000  debentures  do 
not  represent  a  loan  F — I  consider  it  is  not  in  the  shape  of  a  loan. 

3540.  Debentures  not  in  the  shape  of  a  loan  F — Yes,  not  issued  for  a  loan.  I  don’t 
look  upon  it  as  being  in  the  shape  of  a  loan.  If  I  go  to  a  shopkeeper  and  purchase  a 
quantity  of  goods  and  I  give  him  a  promissory  note,  then  that  is  not  a  loan,  but  if  I  go 
to  you  aud  borrow  the  money,  then  that  would  be  a  loan. 

3541.  You  remember  that  the  Officer  who  made  the  investigation  pointed  out  that 
before  proceeding  to  borrow  any  money  the  Council  should  do  certain  things  F — Yes. 

3542.  You  don’t  consider  that  the  Council  has  borrowed  this  £20,000  F — No, 
adopting  the  wording  of  the  report  framed  by  that  Officer. 

3543.  And  you  say  you  did  not  borrow  the  money  F — No  ;  when  we  wish  to  raise 
a  loan  the  ratepayers  are  consulted,  and  they  ratify  the  action  of  the  Council  or  otherwise. 

3544.  These  debentures  that  you  issued  for  the  payment  of  these  riparian  rights 
are  not  simply  an  acknowledgment  to  the  person  fi’om  whom  you  bought  these  rights, 
but  a  promise  to  pay  to  the  debenture  holders  each  one  his  respective  amount.  This 
man  had  the  property  and  the  riparian  rights,  and  in  payment  you  gave  him  £20,000 
debentures.  Each  one  of  those  debentures  represents  that  the  Municipality  of  Wood- 
stock  owes  £1,000  to  each  of  the  debenture  holders  F — No,  I  don’t  think  that. 

3545.  Chairman.^  Have  you  a  form  of  the  debenture  F — No,  but  I  could  get 
me. 

3546.  Mr.  Gurney.^  It  is  certainly  a  new  thing  to  most  of  us  that  a  debenture 
issued  does  not  represent  a  debt  F — A  debenture  issued  for  money  borrowed  does  ;  but 
when  it  is  issued  for  an  indebtedness  I  take  it  that  it  is  not  in  the  shape  of  a  loan. 
Supposing  the  Council  had  expended  a  certain  sum  of  money  upon  certain  property  and 
they  gave  a  personal  acknowledgment  of  debt,  then  there  you  have  an  acknowledgment 
of  indebtedness.  But  if  the  Municipality  went  and  borrowed  money  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  or  private  persons,  then  they  would  obtain  a  loan  to  pay  that  indebtedness. 

3547.  You  don’t  consider  this  £20,000  as  a  loan  raised  by  the  Municipality F — No. 
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ir  3548.  Chairman.']  Does  not  that  frustrate  all  the  conditions  of  the  Act  of 

"°J '  Parliament  8  If  you  hold  that  the  Municipality,  can  raise  an  unlimited  sum  of  money, 
'->4tli  April.  1902.  would  not  the  whole  safeguard  he  gone  ? — No,  that  would  not  be,  if  they  kept,  fairly 
within  the  amount  for  which  they  may  go  into  debt. 

3549.  I  would  like  to  have  an  explanation  ? — Others  may  think  differently,  but 
that  is  my  view.  It  was  not  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Government  until  after  the  rate¬ 
payers  had  adopted  the  scheme  for  the  Board  to  raise  a  loan  to  pay  their  indebtedness. 
Of  course  in  this  case  they  have  paid  £7,000  of  the  amount  and  have  given  the 
debentures  for  the  balance. 

3550.  Mr.  Gurney.]  The  Officer  making  the  investigation  considered  that  it  was 
illegal  and  that  the  Councillors  were  jointly  liable  to  pajr  the  sum? — That  is  so. 

3551.  Your  contention  is  that  those  Councillors  borrowed  the  money  and  not  the 

Municipality  ? — Well - 

3552.  The  position  he  held  was  that  the  Municipality  had  illegally  borrowed,  and 
that  therefore  the  Councillors  who  voted  for  it  were  personally  responsible  ? — Yes. 

3553.  Your  contention  is  that  the  Council  has  not  borrowed  but  that  the 
Councillors  personally  have  borrowed  the  money  ? — No,  certainly  not,  the  Council  made 
the  purchase. 

3554.  And  no  one  is  liable  ? — They  bought  the  property. 

3555.  Is  the  original  seller  bound  to  hold  these  debentures? — No,  they  are 
negotiable  just  like  a  promissory  note. 

3556.  And  you  still  hold  that  you  have  not  borrowed  the  money? — Not  in  that 

case. 

3557.  Chairman.]  Would  not  the  whole  safeguard  intended  to  he  set  up  by  Section 
146  of  the  General  Municipal  Act,  under  which  j'ou  are  working,  be  undermined  by  a 
proposition  of  that  kind  ? — How  so  ? 

3558.  Because  it  says  there  distinctly  that  no  proposition  for  borrowing  money 
shall  be  adopted  unless  a  notice  has  been  published  iu  the  Government  Gazette  setting 
forth  the  object  for  which  the  borrowing  is  required  and  so  on  ? — I  quite  agree  with  you. 

3559.  Now,  how  could  the  Municipality  lawfully  issue  these  debentures  ;  that  clause 
seems  to  establish  certain  safeguards  for  a  Municipality,  and  according  to  your  theory  it 
seems  that  all  these  safeguards  can  be  blown  to  the  wind?  —With  all  due  respect,  my 
interpretation  is  that  the  Council  cannot  make  the  purchase  without  the  consent  of  the 
ratepayers,  and  the  Government  must  approve  of  that — that  is  for  the  purchase  of 
property  for  certain  purposes — and  the  scheme  would  have  to  be  ratified  by  the  rate¬ 
payers  afterwards. 

3560.  When  they  Avant  to  raise  a  loan  in  order  to  pay  for  that,  they  would  have 
to  apply  to  the  Government  to  enable' them  to  raise  the  loan  to  pay  ;  and  that  meaus 
that  a  public  body  cannot  indiscriinately  borroAV  any  sum  of  money  Avithout  first  obtain¬ 
ing  the  consent  of  the  Government.  According  to  your  contention  the  Council  has 
issued  debentures,  but  is  it  not  a  debt  incurred  by  the  Municipality  ? — Oil  yes,  as  long 
as  it  was  all  ratified  by  the  ratepayers  afterwards. 

3561.  Then  the  provisions  of  this  Act  have  been  set  aside  ? — No;  the  ratepayers 
have  ratified,  and  we  have  applied  to  the  Government  to  raise  a  loan  to  payoff  the  debt. 

3562.  Mr.  Gurney.]  That  is  not  the  opinion  of  your  Counsel  which  you  were 
quoting  ? — I  am  only  giving  my  own  vieAv. 

3563.  Well,  it  is  a  surprising  vieAv? — There  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun. 

3564.  Your  statement  of  assets  and  liabilities  shew  £39,000  excess  of  assets  over 
liabilities,  and  we  have  discussed  the  various  items,  but  a  part  of  that  is  the  value  of 
the  Municipal  Hall  and  stables? — Yes. 

3565.  But  practically  the  position  is  unusually  favourable  owing  to  the  fact  that 
you  have  these  valuable  Municipal  lands? — Yes. 

3566.  Probably  a  more  favourable  statement  than  any  other  Suburban  Municipality 
would  be  able  to  present  ? — Yes,  and  partly  due  to  that. 

3567.  Very  largely  ? — The  Avaste  lands  vested  iu  the  Council  by  Act  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  are  comparatively  small,  and  are  always  liable  to  be  resumed  by  Government,  but 
the  purchased.  Municipal  land  is  different. 

3568.  But  the  prosperous  position  of  the  Woodstock  Municipality  is  really  due  to 
the  Government  having  given  them  these  valuable  lands  ? — Comparatively  to  a  very 
small  extent. 

3569.  A  part  of  the  £73,000  valuation  was  the  £15,000  realised  the  other  day  ? — 
All  purchases  and  sales  made  by  the  Council,  and  of  course  the  £15,000  would  be 
included. 

3570.  But  does  the  £73,000  represent  the  land  given  you  by  the  Government? — 
T  cannot  say  to  Avliat  extent. 

3571.  The  larger  part  is  land  purchased  by  the  Municipality  ? — Yes, 
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•3572.  So  that  it  is  not  due  to  the  Act,  hut  the  good  fortune  of  the  Municipality  ? 
— No,  the  wisdom  of  the  Municipality.  We  looked  to  the  future  and  made  this 
purchase,  which  has  proved  a  very  beneficial  one  to  the  Council. 

3573.  Mr.  Stewart.']  Po  I  understand  that  Woodstock  has  lost  a  considerable 
amount  of  revenue  owing  to  the  waste  of  water  ? — Yes. 

3574.  You  are  aware  of  course  that  all  public  bodies  dealing  with  the  distribution 
of  water  have  had  to  contend  with  waste  for  many  years  back  ? — I  believe  that  has  been 
the  case. 

3575.  Are  you  aware  that  it  has  paid  them  to  take  steps  to  prevent  the  waste  of 
water  ? — I  don’t  know  what  steps  they  are  taking. 

3576.  But  the  Woodstock  Council  did  not  take  steps  to  prevent  the  waste  until 
their  attention  was  drawn  to  it  from  an  outside  source  ? — I  don’t  know,  but  at  all  events 
it  is  clear  that  there  was  no  proper  check,  and  when  I  say  no  proper  check  you  are 
aware  that  there  is  a  great  difficulty  in  controlling  and  checking  water  unless  you  go  in 
for  the  most  expensive  kind  of  meters,  and  even  those  are  liable  to  err. 

3577.  Woodstock  has  adopted  stringent  measures? — Very  stringent. 

3578  And  they  hope  to  get  an  increased  revenue  ? — In  fact  we  have  derived  an 
increased  revenue  already. 

3579.  So  that  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  will  pay  Woodstock  to  have  better  supervi¬ 
sion  ? — Yes,  than  they  had  before ;  at  present  the  supervision  is  good. 

3580.  Dr.  Anderson.]  You  say  the  riparian  rights  which  have  been  secured  from 
the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  for  £20,000  are  all  from  one  individual  ? — Yes,  he  purchased 
them  from  all  the  parties. 

3581.  Can  you  tell  me  how  long  they  had  been  in  his  possession  ? — I  don’t  know, 
it  was  carried  through  during  Mr.  Behr’s  Mayoralty. 

3582.  With  regard  to  that  opinion  of  yours  on  the  legality  or  otherwise  of  those 
debentures  ;  what  is  the  present  condition  of  affairs  since  you  have  been  to  the  Supreme 
Court? — The  rule  nisi  was  made  but  before  it  was  made  absolute  sufficient  time  was 
allowed  us  to  call  a  meeting  of  ratepayers  who  have  ratified  the  action  of  the  Council 
and  authorised  them  to  go  on  with  the  scheme. 

3583.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  You  mentioned  that  an  Officer  enquired  into  matters  at 
Woodstock;  was  he  a  Government  Official  appointed  by  the  Government? — Yes, 
appointed  by  the  Government. 

3583(a).  Why  was  he  appointed  ? — Articles  had  appeared  in  the  Cape  Town  papers 
representing  matters  of  the  Council  in  a  bad  light,  and  it  was  then  suggested  that  the 
Council  should  approach  the  Government  to  appoint  an  Officer,  but  out  of  deference  to 
the  feelings  of  the  Auditors  to  the  Council,  it  was  decided  that  they  should  apply  to  the 
Government. 

3584.  Was  the  report  satisfactory? — I  think  on  the  whole. 

3585.  To  the  Council  ? — I  think  so ;  he  pointed  out  the  different  directions  in 
which  improvements  should  be  made,  and  many  of  these  directions  have  been  carried  out 
so  that  things  are  on  a  better  basis  now  than  they  were  before. 

3586.  Dr.  Gregory.]  You  say  that  the  amount  of  salaries  of  your  staff  has 
increased  from  1897  about  six  times  ? — Yes. 

3587.  And  you  say  it  is  really  due  to  the  expansion  of  the  Municipality  ? — Yes, 
and  carrying  out  the  work  of  the  Municipality  in  a  much  more  efficient  manner  than  it 
was  done  before. 

3588.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  your  revenue  has  only  increased  about  three  times ; 
have  your  boundaries  been  extended  ? — No.  And  the  increase  of  revenue  has  enabled 
us  to  increase  the  salaries. 

3589.  But  the  increase  you  say  is  not  only  duo  to  the  increase  of  the  Municipality, 
but  to  the  increase  of  efficiency  ? — The  increase  of  the  Municipality  as  well  as  the 
efficiency  of  those  employed. 

3590.  There  is  one  point  in  connection  with  your  loan  account.  Your  balance  sheet 
of  liabilities  and  assets  shows  an  excess  of  assets  over  liabilities  of  close  on  £40,000. 
You  are  really  at  the  present  moment  in  a  bettev  position  than  that,  because  your 
assets  here  only  show  £2,300  remaining  of  your  1900  loan,  whereas  you  really  have 
about  £7,000,  having  repaid  the  £5,000  you  borrowed  from  revenue  account  from  that 
loan  ? — Yes. 

3591.  So  that  your  balance  of  excess  of  assets  over  liabilities  is  really  about 
£45,000  at  the  present  moment  ? — It  would  be  about  that  in  round  figures. 

3592.  Chairman].  You  know  clause  152  of  the  Municipal  Act  of  1882? — Yes. 

3593.  It  limits  the  power  of  borrowing  to  ten  times  the  annual  revenue  ? — Yes. 

3594.  Your  borrowing  powers  amount  to  about  £150,000.  Now,  would  you  tell 
me  what  you  regard  as  revenue  for  that  purpose.  Would  you  limit  it  to  rates  ? — The 
Act  does  not  say  so,  and  I  think  any  source  of  revenue  would  be  applicable.  The  Act 
does  not  clearly  define  the  term. 
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w  3595.  You  include  there  “  water  revenue  ”  ? — Yes,  and  “  sand  revenue,”  which 

_ _ 'yr4'  latter  is  derived  from  the  sale  of  sand  above  high  water  mark. 

2ith  April,  1902.  35  96.  Would  you  inolude  that  in  the  revenue  ? — Yes,  if  the  Legislature  intended 

that  it  should  only  apply  to  rates  they  would  clearly  have  said  so. 

3597.  For  instance,  you  would  not  include  that  obligation  of  £75,000  for  the 
Water  Committee  as  part  of  a  sum  which  you  can  borrow  under  that  Act? — There 
are  provisions  made  outside  the  Act  of  1882,  empowering  the  Councils  to  borrow  up  to 
£500,000. 

3598.  The  theory  is  that  you  practically  sell  water,  and  by  that  sale  you  get 
another  revenue  whioh  is  quite  distinct  from  the  Act  of  1882  ? — Yes,  that  is  as  I 
regard  it. 

3599.  The  same  thing  would  hold  good  to  Municipalities  generally  ? — The  Muni¬ 
cipalities  having  an  interest  in  the  matter. 

3600.  And  generally  with  reference  to  Municipalities? — Oh,  yes,  with  water. 
These  four  Municipalities  are  represented  by  the  Committee  of  Management  and 
empowered  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  to  raise  a  special  loan,  and  therefore  the 
argument  could  not  be  brought  forward  in  their  case.  They  are  empowered  to  raise  a 
sum  of  money  quite  distinct  from  the  general  Municipal  Act,  and  if  they  wanted  to 
borrow  money  for  the  creation  of  a  water-supply,  for  instance,  the  amount  whioh  they 
could  borrow  is  not  limited  under  that  clause,  but  they  would  require  an  Act  of 
Parliament. 

3601.  There  is  an  Act  which  gives  them  the  power  with  the  consent  of  the 
Government  ? — Yes,  under  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1897. 

3602.  So  that  as  a  Municipality  you  could  use  powers  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  over  and  above  the  powers  given  you  under  this  clause  ? — Yes. 

3603.  And  up  to  the  present,  have  you  done  that?: — No  ;  unless  in  the  making  of 
this  purchase  of  Oliphant's  Hoek  they  did  so  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Act.  They  could  not  do  it  under  the  Act  of  1882.  The  Public  Health  Act  gives 
them  much  greater  power  than  they  had  before. 

3604.  Up  to  the  passing  of  this  Act  known  as  the  Water  Act  of  Woodstock  and 
Claremont  of  1898,  what  was  the  arrangement  in  Woodstook  for  the  water-supply  ? 
— When  the  Municipality  was  created,  the  supply  was  from  wells. 

3605.  Entirely  ? — Yes  ;  then  we  had  the  water  analysed,  and  we  found  that  most  of 
it  was  unwholesome.  After  that  Mr.  Wheeler  applied  to  the  Council  to  grant  hitn  a 
concession,  for  twenty  years,  which  if  they  did  he  would  supply  them  with  water. 

3606.  Is  that  the  Mr.  Wheeler  referred  to  in  the  Act  ? — Yes ;  in  1887  a  contract 
was  entered  into  with  him  by  which  he  had  to  supply  the  Couucil  with  water  within  a 
certain  period,  the  Council  to  take  50,000  gallons,  aad  he  being  bound  to  supply  them 
up  to  200,000  in  accordance  with  the  agreement  attached  to  the  Act.  Later  on  Clare¬ 
mont  entered  into  the  same  arrangement  with  Mr.  Wheeler,  and  eventually  the  Water 
Company  was  formed.  We  commence!  with  50,000  gallons  and  went  up  to  200,000 
gallons,  which  is  supplied  in  bulk  for  Woodstock  No.  1.  Woodstock  No.  2  is  supplied 
direct  to  the  consumers  by  the  Committee,  because  when  the  agreement  was  made  and 
the  Act  was  passed  we  were  only  dealing  with  Woodstock  No.  1.  We  took  Counsel’s 
opinion,  and  it  was  found  that  Woodstock  No.  2  was  placed  on  a  different  basis 
altogether.  It  is,  however,  considered  by  the  Committee  desirable  that  they  should  be 
placer!  on  one  footing,  and  that  either  the  Council  should  supply  the  whole  and  pay 
for  the  water  or  that  the  Committee  should  supply  the  whole  direct. 

96  ;7.  Before  the  Committee  came  into  existence  was  the  work  done  by  the  Com¬ 
pany  fa:  vly  satisfactory  ? — -There  were  some  complaints,  but  the  boon  conferred  upon 
the  people  in  getting  the  water  was  so  great  that  the  complaints  were  nothing  compared 
to  the  benefit  derived. 

3608.  It  was  fairly  adequate  compared  with  the  population  ? — Yes. 

3609.  And  in  1898  the  Municipality  resolved  to  take  advantage  of  a  clause  in  the 
Act  which  gave  them  the  right  to  acquire  the  Waterworks  ? — Yes. 

3610  In  connection  with  that  matter,  it  has  appeared  from  evidence  that  as  a  part  of 
the  arbdrati  on  proceedings  a  lot  of  very  valuable  informal  ion  about  gaugings,  springs,  &c., 
w'/  su’  dli':'],  and  we  have  been  trying  to  get  possession  of  some  of  these  for  the  use 
of  she  Cm  amission  ;  do  you  know  how  we  could  jget  access  to  that  ? — I  have  handed  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Water  Committee  spme  papers  which  I  think  contain  the  whole  of 
he  evidence. 

3611.  Was  that  since  this  Commission  has  been  sitting? — I  cannot  say,  but  it  was 
quite  recently,  it  was  a  very  important  case,  and  we  found  that  hydraulics,  electrolysis, 
aud  other  branches  of  science  were  merged  into  this  case. 

3612.  If  that  record  is  in  existence  we  are  likely  to  find  if  from  the  Water  Com¬ 
mittee  ? — Probably  ;  I  will  try  and  ascertain  from  the  Secretary,  Mr.  House. 
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361;}.  When  was  this  Water  Committee  brought  into  use  ? — Iu  1899,  it  was  when 
we  went  to  arbitration  ;  the  Company  went  to  a  considerable  amount  of  expense  and 
got  out  an  expert  to  give  evidence  in  their  favour,  and  I  think  the  claim  amounted  to 
something  over  £400,000,  and  £218,000  was  awarded,  I  think.  The  award  was 
from  the  1st  January,  1899,  and  the  Company  had  gone  on  increasing  the  meter 
supply  so  that  they  shewed  a  return  of  twelve  per  cent,  for  the  last  year.  We  had  to 
take  it  over  as  a  going  concern  and  they  claimed  on  the  basis  of  the  twelve  per  cent, 
which  was  only  shewn  for  the  last  year,  but  the  arbitrators  awarded  that  we  take  it 
over  from  the  1st  January  for  £218,000  at  four  per  cent. 

3614.  You  started  working  in  1900  ? — I  think  so. 

3615.  The  supply  of  water  which  the  Water  Committee  sent  to  Woodstock  was 
soon  found  to  be  inadequate  for  the  wants  of  the  people  ? — Yes,  and  the  pressure  was 
insufficient  so  that  we  could  not  supply  the  higher  levels  such  as  W aimer  Estate. 

3616.  So  that  from  about  1900  you  began  to  look  out  for  a  supply  of  water  from 
another  source  ? — I  was  uot  in  the  Council,  but  1  suppose  it  was  under  discussion. 

3617.  I  see  from,  this  abstract  that  the  first  expenditure  on  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
Scheme  was  iu  1900,  when  £446  was  paid  out  ? — Yes. 

3618.  That  would  imply  that  in  that  year  the  dissatisfaction  with  the  supply  was 
begun  to  be  felt  ?- — Yes  *  . 

3619.  And  that  your  Couucil  began  to  look  afield  for  further  water  ? — Yes. 

3620.  Could  you  tell  the  Commission  if,  when  this  scheme  matures,  it  is  the 
intention  of  your  Council  to  hand  over  that  supply  to  the  Committee  and  work  it  through 
the  Committee  ? — I  don’t  know,  but  1  may  say  that  there  was  a  letter  on  the  subject 
addressed  to  the  Claremont  Council,  saying  that  it  would  be  a  desirable  thing  for  the 
two  Councils  to  join  in  the  scheme,  but  I  don’t  know  whether  Claremont  Council  took 
it  into  consideration.  Nothing  was  don*  and  no  action  was  taken  by  the  Claremont 
Council  until  Woodstock  Council  had  purchased.  In  the  meantime  the  owner  of  the 
place  would  not  wait  as  he  said  he  had  a  better  offer,  and  then  Woodstock  bought  it 
and  Claremont  has  no  right  beyoud  that  one  letter  which  only  made  a  suggestion  that 
it  would  be  desirable  to  join.  There  has  been  no  formal  proposal  submitted  to  the 
Water  Committee  by  Woodstock  to  work  this  Oliphant’s  River  scheme  through  the 
Committee. 

3621.  Then  Woodstock  Council  holds  to  the  opinion  that  they  can  work  this 
scheme  independently  of  the  Water  Committee? — Oh  yes. 

3622.  Does  the  Water  Committee  hold  that  view  too  ?-  I  don’t  know  that  it  has 
actually  been  discussed,  and  I  take  it  that  the  position  of  Mowbray  and  Rondebosoh 
with  the  Steenbras  River  would  be  exactly  the  same.  The  Committee  of  Management 
are  only  the  delegates  of  the  Councils  and  it  is  for  the  Councils  to  decide  these  matters. 

3623.  Assuming  that  you  were  to  get  an  independent  source  of  water  adequate  to 
all  the  wants  of  Woodstock,  to  what  extent  do  you  believe  you  could  supply  Woodstock 
consumers  from  this  independent  supply  and  decline  taking  water  from  the  Water  Com¬ 
mittee  ? — You  mean  the  liability  or  not  ? 

3624.  Yes. — I  take  it  wo  would  be  able  to. 

3625.  You  could  deprive  the  Water  Committee  of  all  the  revenue  derived  from 
Woodstock? — 1  don’t  go  as  far  as  that.  Woodstock  would  ask  to  be  relieved  if  they 
oould  get  an  independent  supply  and  that  would  enable  the  Water  Committee  to  supply 
others,  and  Woodstock  would  say,  “  we  will  release  you  from  our  supply  of  water  in 
order  to  enable  you  to  supply  others  who  are  not  now  supplied.” 

3626.  And  what  happens  ? — They  would  get  more  revenue  and  would  not  lose. 

3627.  But  they  would  get  it  from  another  quarter  ? — Yes. 

3628.  That  does  not  meet  my  point;  1  want  to  know  whether  it  has  been 
discussed  by  the  Woodstock  Council  that  they  consider  themselves  justified, 
supposing  an  adequate  supply  of  water  were  obtained  for  that  Municipality,  to  decline 
taking  water  from  the  Water  Committee  ?  — I  don’t  think  that  they  could  decline. 

3629.  W ould  you  still  be  liable  under  the  arrangements  with  (he  Water  Com¬ 
mittee? — Yes,  it  is  a  partnership  created  under  Act  of  Parliament — a  joint  concern. 

3630.  To  what  extent  would  you  consider  that  that  liability  would  continue  to 
obtain  under  those  circumstances? — Woodstock  would  be  unable  without  the  consent  of 
the  others  to  provide,  either  for  the  present  or  the  future,  an  independent  supply,  they 
would  be  bound  by  the  terms  of  their  agreement. 

3631.  I  am  not  sure  how  much  you  pay  for  water  to  the  Committee  of  Manage¬ 
ment? — The  last  was  £5,738  5s.  3d.,  total  *£19,498. 

3632.  That  sum  is  last  year’s  contribution  that  Woodstock  made  to  the  revenue  of  the 
Water  Committee,  and  you  don’t  consider  that  you  could  get  out  of  that  payment  even 
if  you  got  an  adequate  supply  of  water  from  another  source  ? — Not  without  the  oonsent 
of  the  others. 
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3633.  So  that  it  means  that  you  cannot  get  an  independent  supply  at  all  without 
the  oonsent  of  the  others  ? — Yes,  we  can,  hut  we  must  pay  that  amount. 

3634.  Has  any  basis  been  arrauged  upon  which  such  a  payment  would  be  made  ? 
— It  has  not  been  discussed. 

3635.  That  would  be  a  matter  of  arbitration  between  you  and  the  Water  Com¬ 
mittee  ?  —Not  arbitration,  but  a  matter  of  settlement.  Because  arbitration  would 
imply  that  one  of  the  parties  could  get  out  of  their  contract,  but  this,  is  a  partnership 
created  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  no  oue  party  could  get  out  of  it  without  the  consent 
of  the  other,  besides  we  would  have  to  consult  our  creditors  ;  for  instance  the  Standard 
Bank  might  not  agree  to  it,  and  we  are  debtors  jointly  and  severally. 

3636.  Dr.  Gregory.']  But  the  Act  provides  no  means  by  which  one  of  the  four 
parties  could  withdraw  ? — No. 

3637.  The  Act  as  good  as  says,  “  once  in  always  in”  ? — I  take  it  it  would  involve 
an  amendment  of  the  Act. 

3638.  Even  if  you  got  the  consent  of  the  other  parties  ? — Yes. 

3639.  Chairman.]  We  find  that  in  1900  the  people  in  Woodstock  began  to  think 
about  getting  an  additional  supply  of  water,  and  that  in  consequence  £446  was  spent 
in  that  year  on  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme,  what  was  that  spent  on  ? — I  think  it  was 
i  n  connection  with  some  surveys. 

3640.  Was  it  at  the  instance  of  the  Woodstock  Council  ? — Yes  ;  Mr.  Behr  would 
be  able  to  give  you  all  the  information. 


FRIDAY,  25th  APRIL,  1902. 


Present  : 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman). 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 
Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
Mr.  Lawrence. 

Mr.  T.  N.  Dyer. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villi  ers. 


Mr.  George  Conrad  Behr  examined. 

3641.  Chairman.]  Your  name  ? — George  Conrad  Behr. 

3642.  What  is  your  profession  ? — I  am  an  auctioneer. 

3643.  You  are  residing  in  Woodstock,  and  a  member  of  the  Woodstock  Council? 
—  Yes,  I  have  been  residing  there  for  the  last  23  years;  I  have  been  connected  with 
the  Municipal  Council  for  20  years,  and  have  been  Mayor  for  four  years. 

3614.  When  did  you  cease  to  be  Mayor? — In  August  last,  when  Mr.  Moore 
succeeded  me. 

3645.  We  had  your  Mayor  yesterday,  and  we  got  from  him  a  good  deal  of  infor¬ 
mation  that  we  required  on  a  great  many.poiuts  ;  we  do  not  propose  to  take  you  over  all 
that  ground  again — we  have  exhausted  the  information  required  under  the  first  five 
headings  of  the  subject  of  inquiry,  viz.: — “Area.”  “Population,”  “Constitution,” 
“Finance,”  and  “Loans”;  so  tnat  we  can  at  once  proceed  under  the  heading  No.  6, 
viz.: — “  Water  Schemes.” — I  wish  to  refer  to  the  evidence  given  by  our  Mayor 
yesterday ;  according  to  the  report  published  in  the  newspapers  it  would  appear  that  he 
seated  that  the  loss  of  £5,000  which  resulted  from  the  water  was  for  one  year,  whereas 
it  extended  over  five  years. 

3646.  We  will  ask  you  some  questions  on  that  now  ? — Yes. 

3647.  We  had  from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Woodstock  .statements  of  reoeipts  and 
expenditure  for  the  five  years,  beginning  with  1897  and  ending  with  1901,  and  from 
these  various  statements  an  abstract  has  been  made  out,  a  copy  of  which  I  put  before 
you  ? — Yes. 

3648.  Well,  now  you  will  see  that  the  receipts  for  the  whole  of  the  five  years  are 
tutalLd  in  the  last  right-hand  column  of  the  Receipt  Abstract,  and  one  of  the  sources  of 
receipt  you  will  see  there  under  “  Water  Supply  ”  ? — Yes. 
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3649.  If  you  look  along  towards  the  right,  you  will  see  the  revenue  derived  hy 

the  Municipality  of  Woodstock  from  the  sale  of  water  for  the  years  1897,  1898,  1899, 
1900  and  1901  amounted  to  £15,861  18s.  9d.  ? — Yes.  5 

3650.  And  then  if  you  look  on  the  other  side  of  the  Abstract — the  Expenditure 
6ide — under  the  heading  of  “  Water,”  you  will  see  that  the  expenditure  for  these  same 
years  amounted  to  £19,498  2s.  4d.,  and  just  below  that  line  you  will  see  the  “  Water 
Plumber,”  with  an  expenditure  for  the  same  period  of  £2,640  15s.  ? — Yes. 

3651.  Have  you  anything  to  say  about  these  figures  which  show  an 
excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue  of  £5,200  ? — On  the  credit  you  will  see 
“  Plumber’s  Receipts  ”  amounting  to  £1,237  9s.  2d.,  and  this  £5,000  is  spread,  of 
course,  over  all  these  years,  but  the  statement  I  read  this  morning  in  the  paper  led 

k  one  to  believe  that  the  loss  occurred  in  one  year,  whereas  it  is  spread  over  the  whole 
of  the  five  years. 

3652.  And  I  suppose  it  is  a  loss  that  the  Town  Council  deplores? — Yes. 

3653.  And  you  are  taking  Steps  to  remedy  that  ? — Yes,  we  have  raised  the  water 
oharge.  There  is  an  open  How  in  Woodstock  aud  only  some  people  are  supplied  by 
meter.  We  found  that  according  to  the  Act  they  were  entitled  to  take  up  to  50 
gallons,  which  is  their  minimum  supply,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  they'  were  using  more 
and  paying  the  same. 

3654.  You  will  notice  the  loss  begins  by  means  of  this  statement  ?  In  1897  the 
receipts  are  put  at  £2,525  10s.  8d.  and  the  expenditure  at  £2,832  5s.  2d.  ?  — Yes, 
that  is  so  ;  that  is  quite  correct. 

3655.  Was  that  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Board? — Yes,  we  have  been  trying 
in  all  manners  of  ways  to  get  at  it.  It  was  not  a  very  big  loss  at  first  and  knowing 
that  we  had  no  underground  drainage,  and  knowing  that  if  the  inhabitants  were 
not  debarred  from  using  the  water  they  would  keep  their  houses  much  cleaner,  we 
allowed  it,  but  the  loss  afterwards  became  rather  large. 

3656.  Did  you  discover  any  irregularities  on  the  part  of  the  consumers  ? — Not 
exactly  ;  only  that  they  were  using  more  water  than  they  were  paying  for. 

3657.  That  is  an  irregularity  ? — Yes. 

3658.  And  you  are  taking  steps  now  ? — Yes,  we  have  been  putting  meters,  and 
those  who  have  no  meters  must  pay  a  fixed  charge  for  a  fixed  quantity  whether  they 
use  that  quantity  or  not. 

3659.  You  are  now  applying  a  remedy  ? — Yes. 

3660.  Mr.  Gurney.-]  As  a  matter  of  fact  wages  to  the  Plumber  and  his  staff 
figure  under  “  Wages”  aud  not  under  this  heading  of  £2,640  ? — Well,  the  Plumbers 
are  there  to  make  connections  for  which  the  owners  pay. 

3661.  But  the  salaries  of  the  Plumber  aud  his  men  are  included  under  this  head¬ 
ing  of  “  Wages  ” — £20,425  ?— No,  it  comes  under  the  heading  of  “  Water  Plumber  ”; 
I  believe  the  figures  given  under  that  heading  really  represent  what  has  been  spent 
under  that  department. 

3662.  You  are  aware  that  a  Government  Offioer  was  appointed  and  made  an 
investigation  into  the  affairs  of  your  Council  about  August  last  ? — Yes. 

3663.  And  he  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Plumber  and  his  staff  were 
charged  under  wages  and  not  under  this  heading  of  “  Plumber,”  which  he  took  included 
material,  and  that  secondly  the  loss  was  not  only  £5,000  but  somewhere  nearer 
£10,000  ?  —In  the  Plumber’s  department  ? 

3664.  On  the  water  question  ? — I  don’t  know. 

3665.  Chairman .]  That  was  not  brought  to  your  notice  ? — No,  but  it  may  have 
been  in  the  report. 

3666.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  But  you  have  overlooked  that  ? — I  don’t  recollect  that. 

3667.  You  don’t  recognise  that  the  expenditure  figuring  as  “  Water  ”  and 
“  Water  Plumber”  did  not  include  the  wages  of  the  plumber  and  his  staff? — No. 

3668.  But  in  the  report,  this  Government  officer  drew  the  attention  of  the  Council 
to  these  matters,  aud  also  to  the  fact  that  the  loss  had  been  going  on  for  five  years  ? — 
In  the  Plumber’s  department  ? 

3669.  On  the  water?— Yes. 

3670.  And  he  told  you  also  the  causes  of  the  loss  in  his  report,  I  thiuk  ? — It 
may  be. 

3671.  But  up  to  that  time  had  the  Council  made  any  attempt  to  avoid  this  loss  ? 
Oh,  yes,  they  had  meters  placed,  and  they  also  raised  the  price. 

3672.  At  that  time  ? — I  thiuk  we  received  the  report  on  the  8th  October  of  last 
year,  and  the  investigation  was  up  to  the  30th  June,  1901. 

3673.  Was  it  not  subsequent  to  the  investigation,  if  not  subsequent  to  the  receipt 
of  the  report,  that  the  Council  took  action  in  the  matter  ? — Yes. 
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•3674.  But  uutil  then  the  loss  had  really  been  allowed  to  run  on  for  five  years  ? — 
\  es ;  wo  have  tried  to  check  the  waste  in  all  manner  of  ways,  but  our  staff  was  not  an 
up-to-date  one. 

3675.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  was  reported  at  that  time  that  a  great  number  of 
meters  had  not  been  recording  for  months,  perhaps  years? — Yes. 

367 6.  And  it  was  the  duty  of  the  plumber  to  have  put  them  right  ? — Yes. 

3677.  So  that  it  was  really  largely  due  to  want  of  organisation  ? — Yes. 

3678.  But  all  that  has  been  put  right,  and  you  are  expecting  a  profit  this  year  ? — • 

Yes. 

3679.  Chairman.']  Now,  Mr.  Behr,  were  you  Mayor  of  Woodstock  in  1900  ? — 

Yes. 

3680.  You  had  been  Mayor  for  a  year  or  two  before  that  ? — Yes. 

3681.  Them  you  were  Mayor  when  the  Cape  Districts  Water  Company  ceded 
their  rights,  obligations  and  duties  over  to  the  Joint  Committee  ? — Yes. 

3682.  The  proposal  to  take  over  the  old  Company  as  a  going  concern  emanated 
from  the  Municipality  ? — From  Claremont  and  Woodstock. 

3683.  And  subsequently  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  fell  in  with  your  arrange¬ 
ments  ? — Yes. 

3684.  What  was  the  date  on  which  you  finally  took  over  that  concern  ? — 1st 
January,  1899. 

3685.  And  from  that  time  until  now  the  Joiut  Committee  has  had  the  control  of 
the  distribution  of  water  in  your  area  ? — Yes. 

3686.  Now  how  long  was  it  after  the  1st  January,  1899,  before  the  people  of 
Woodstock  began  to  complain  of  shortage  of  water  ? — That  has  been  within  the  last 
few  years. 

3687.  Well,  was  it  in  1900  ? — Complaints  were  made  even  before  we  took  over 
the  old  Company  ;  and  the  old  Company  would  not  order  new  leadings  or  do  anything 
because  we  had  given  them  notice  to  take  over  the  water. 

3688.  So  that  even  in  the  days  of  the  old  Company,  Woodstock  made  complaints 
in  connection  with  the  supply  of  water  ? — Yes. 

3689.  But  the  Company  would  give  no  redress  ? — They  said  we  must  go  on  with 
the  arbitration. 

3690.  At  that  time  had  you  been  looking  f about  for  a  further  supply  of 
water  ? — Since  I  became  Mayor,  and  I  was  on  the  Committee  of  the  Arbitration 
proceedings. 

3691.  Were  you  on  the  Arbitration  Court  ? — No.  I  was  one  of  those 
appointed  by  the  Council  to  serve  on  the  Committee  in  order  to  watch  Arbitration 
proceedings,  but  I  was  not  an  arbitrator.  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Company  would  not  supply  more  water  because  they  had  not  any  more  to  give,  and 
that  is  why  we  thought  that  it  would  be  as  well  for  us  to  look  further  afield  for  more 
water,  especially  as  we  had  the  drainage  scheme  coming  on. 

3692.  That  was  the  first  hint  that  you  had  that  there  was  really  not  water  enaugh  ? 
— Not  to  supply  the  four  Municipalities. 

3693.  In  consequence  of  that  in  1900  you  took  the  first  steps  ? — Yes. 

3694.  Now  you  will  see  from  the  abstract  of  expenditure  which  I  put  into  your 
hands,  under  the  reading  of  “  Oliphant’s  Hoek,”  near  the  bottom  of  the  column  and 
under  the  year  “  1900,”  an  expenditure  of  <£446  0s.  9d.;  can  you  tell  me  what  led  up 
to  that? — I  was  first  approached  about  the  farm  Oliphant’s  Hoek  in  1899. 

3695.  Let  us  be  quite  correct  about  the  dates,  Mr.  Behr  ? — Yes,  it  is  quite  right ; 
it  was  in  May,  1899,  that  I  was  first  approached. 

3696.  That  was  about  four  months  after  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  four 
Municipalities  came  into  existence  ? — That  is  so. 

3697.  Are  you  sure  they  started  their  control  from  the  1st  January,  1899? — Yes, 
I  am  quite  sure,  and  when  I  was  approached  I  summoned  a  Council  meeting  and  we 
decided  to  purchase  the  place.  This  definite  proposal  wa#  made  to  me  on  the  20th 
March,  1900,  but  negotiations  were  really  pending  from  May,  1899. 

3698.  Negotiations  with  whom  ? — Mr.  Mostert. 

3699.  Who  is  Mr.  Mostert  ? — The  man  who  owned  the  farm  Oliphant’s  Hoek. 

3700.  Is  that  the  farm  known  as  Le  Roque  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  name  of  the  farm 
as  a  whole,  but  it  has  been  divided  into  four  parts,  and  eaoh  has  a  separate  name. 
One  is  called  Tiger  Kloof,  another  is  Meerluts,  and  so  on. 

3701.  In  the  diagram  that  we  have  here,  there  is  a  farm  indicated  under  the  nam  e 
La  Roche,  is  that  the  same  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  farm. 

3702.  It  was  sub-divivided  into  four  parts  ? — Yes. 

3703.  And  Mr.  Mostert  is  the  owner  ? — Yes,  he  is  the  owner  of  one-fourth  part. 

3704.  And  then  he  approached  the  Council  ? — Yes,  first  in  1899. 
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3705.  Did  he  make  an  offer  to  the  Council  ? — He  approached  the  Council  and  Mr. 
informed  them  that  there  was  a  quantity  of  water  which  was  permanent  and  whioh  ( ■  ■tiehr- 
would  he  sufficient  to  supply  Woodstock  with  ;  I  went  out  therewith  our  engineer  and  25th  April,  1902. 
after  1  saw  the  place  T  made  up  my  mind  that  I  would  certainly  advise  the  Council  to 

purchase  the  farm.  Mr  Mostert  wanted  £30,000.  £25,000  for  the  water  rights,  and 
£5,000  for  the  farm.  The  water  rights  include  the  riparian  rights  down  to  the  Berg 
River.  I  have  got  a  tracing  here  of  the  farm,  which  I  will  put  in  if  it  is  of  any  use  to 
the  Commission.  [Tracing  put  in.] 

3706.  Will  you  look  at  the  map  which  was  supplied  by  the  Surveyor-General, 
and  from  which  it  appears  that  the  farm  you  indicated  on  your  tracing  appears  to  me 
somewhere  near  the  bank  of  the  Wemmer’s  Hock  River  ? — Yes. 

3707.  This  river  rises  in  the  French*  Hoek  mountains,  then  passes  Le  Roque  farm 
and  lower  down  passes  some  other  farms  until  it  meets  the  Berg  River  ? — Yes,  but  the 
Wemmer’s  Hoek  River  really  starts  from  Coma  Drift ;  all  the  tributaries  of  the 
Olipliant’s  Hoek  River  join  at  Coma  Drift. 

3708.  What  is  the  name  of  the  main  stream  ? — Wemmer’s  Hoek  River. 

3709.  Now,  which  of  the  four  parts  of  the  farm  was  Mr.  Mostert’s  ? — The 
extreme  we-t  in  the  corner  ;  it  is  a  natural  basin  and  surrounded  by  mountains,  and 
the  Tiger  Kloof  River  comes  into  this  farm. 

3710.  So  that  you  are  really  purchasing  the  easterly  half  of  the  farm  Le  Roque? 

—Yes. 

3711.  And  all  the  water  rights  of  the  stream  running  from  north  to  south  through 
that  farm  ? — Yes. 

3712.  When  did  Mr.  Mostert  become  the  owner  of  that  piece  of  ground? — I 
could  not  say. 

3713.  And  what  riparian  rights  did  he  propose  to  sell  to  you? — All  the  rights 
down  to  the  Berg  River.  There  are  about  ten  or  eleven  farms  below  the  Oliphant's 
Hoek,  and  the  owners  of  all  these  farms  have  renounced  their  rights  to  the  water. 

3714.  But  has  Mr.  Mostert  acquired  these? — He  sold  them  to  us. 

3715.  When  did  he  come  into  possession? — We  purchased  from  him,  but  I 
cannot  say  when  he  came  into  possession.  All  these  water  rights  are  registered  on  the 
title  deeds. 

3716.  When  you  went  there  in  May,  1899,  did  Mr.  Mostert  have  those  rights  in 
his  possession  ? — He  must  have  had,  otherwise  he  could  not  have  offered  them  to  us. 

3717.  Did  you  take  any  steps  to  find  out  whether  that  was  the  case  or  not  ? — No, 

I  thought  it  was  time  enough  later  on  to  see  whether  all  these  rights  were  registered 
before  we  paid  him.  VV e  would  see  that  all  these  rights  were  registered  as  servitudes 
on  the  title  deeds. 

3718.  At  that  time,  in  May,  1899,  did  Mr.  Mostert  shew  you  any  agreement  that 
he  had  entered  into  with  the  owners  of  the  riparian  rights? — He  did  not  shew  me  any 
agreement,  but  he  told  me  that  he  had  those  rights,  and  he  must  have  had  them, 
because  we  have  had  them  all  registered  since. 

3719.  After  arranging  with  Mr.  Mostert,  you  have  had  the  servitude  of  the  water 
right  engrossed  on  the  various  title  deeds?  —  Yes. 

3720.  Are  you  satisfied  that  that  has  all  been  done  ? — Yes ;  Messrs.  Van  Zyl  & 

Buissinne  were  the  attorneys  for  the  vendor,  and  we  also  had  Mr.  Moore  at  that  time 
(acting  for  the  Council),  and  I  daresay  they  have  seen  to  it. 

3721.  How  many  proprietors  are  there  between  your  farm  and  the  Berg  River? — 

Ten  or  eleven  farms. 

3722.  And  you  are  certain  that  Mr.  Mostert  had  legally  acquired  the  rights  and 
sold  them  to  you  ? — Yes. 

3723.  That  was  done  in  May,  1899  ? — No,  in  March,  1900. 

3724.  Your  negotiations  had  been  pending  from  May,  1899,  for  nearly  twelve 
months  before  the  purchase  was  concluded? — Yes,  wa  purposely  protracted  these 
negotiations,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  gauge  the  flow  of  the  water.  We  did  not  wish  to 
ask  him  for  an  option  because  in  that  case  he  most  likely  would  have  said  “Give  me 
£500  or  £1,<'00  for  the  option,”  but  we  kept  him  on  the  string. 

3725.  Is  Mr.  Mostert  a  resident  iu  Woodstock,  or  is  he  a  farmer? — No,  he  lives 
in  Cape  Town. 

3726.  Is  he  a  farmer  by  occupation  ? — No,  he  simply  owns  the  farm  and  I  look 
upon  it  as  a  commercial  speculation  by  Mr.  Mostert. 

3727.  You  think  he  acquired  the  property  with  the  object  of  selling  it  to  some 
Municipality  ? — I  don’t  know  ;  but  it  is  clear  that  there  must  have  been  some  agree¬ 
ment  between  him  and  the  farmers  lower  down  otherwise  he  would  not  have  been  able 
to  sell  those  rights  to  us. 
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(,  *rx  h  3728.  Did  you  make  any  inquiry  as  to  what  Mr.  Mostert  had  paid  for  the  farm 

— '  ''  a»id  the  rights  ? — No,  but  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  £25,000  was  not  too  much,  and 
oth  April,  1902.  I  advised  the  Council  to  take  it  otherwise  I  wouLd  float  a  syndicate. 

3729.  You  don’t  know  what  Mr.  Mostert  paid  ? — I  was  afterwards  told  that  he 
paid  something  like  £12,000  altogether  for  the  farm  and  rights.  I  heard  this  after  the 
sale  between  us  had  been  concluded. 

3730.  When  did  you  first  moot  this  matter  with  the  Municipal  Council  ? — In 
May,  .1899,  when  it  was  first  offered  to  me. 

3731.  May  I  just  ask  you  first  whether  you  want  these  papers  back  which  you  have 
put  it  ? — No,  I  don’t  require  them. 

3732.  In  May,  1899,  you  first  brought  this  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Council? 
—Yes. 

,  3733.  And  in  March,  1900,  the  arrangement  was  concluded  between  the  Counoil 

and  Mr.  Mostert  ? — Yes. 

3734.  By  which  the  Council  agreed  to  buy  the  easterly  portion  of  the  farm 
Le  Roque  and  the  water  rights  which  had  been  ceded  to  Mr.  Mostert  down  to  the 
Berg  River  ? — Yes. 

3735.  Did  you  make  any  inquiries  as  to  whether  any  of  the  farms  lower  down 
are  using  the  water  along  the  Berg  River  ? — I  made  enquiries  at  the  Paarl  and  I 
found  that  the  only  people  who  were  using  the  water  there  were  Messrs.  Mossop  and 
Fra  ter  for  wool  washing  purposes. 

3736.  How  far  is  it  between  the  debouchure  of  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  River  into 
the  Berg  River,  and  the  Paarl  ? — The  stream  empties  itself  into  the  Berg  River 
about  1|  miles  from  the  bridge. 

3737.  How  far  is  it  from  the  Paarl  to  the  spot  where  the  smaller  stream  empties 
itself  into  the  Berg  River  ? — I  could  not  say. 

3738.  Are  there  farms  between  the  two  places? — There  are  farms,  but  the  owners 
are  not  using  the  water ;  the  river  is  low,  and  if  they  want  to  irrigate  their  lands  they 
would  have  to  pump  the  water. 

3739.  Still  as  they  are  riparian  owners,  they  would  have  riparian  rights  ? —  I 
don’t  know  what  is  meant  by  riparian  right.  I  don’t  know  whether  a  farm  which  borders 
on  a  river  and  does  not  use  the  water  could  be  said  to  possess  riparian  rights. 

3740.  And  you  don’t  know  how  far  these  farmers,  assuming  that  they  have  these 
riparian  rights,  would  fall  in  with  your  plan  ? — I  spoke  to  a  well-known  surveyor  at 
the  Paarl — perhaps  it  is  just  as  well  not  to  mention  his  name  now — and  he  informed 
me  that  there  was  not  a  single  farm  using  the  water,  as  they  were  all  getting  their 
water  from  the  Paarl  Rock,  so  I  was  perfectly  satisfied. 

3741.  But  a  man,  although  he  does  not  use  the  water,  may  sfill  have  property 
in  it  ? — His  boundary  would  be  the  river,  but  suppose  he  does  not  use  it  for  33  years. 

3742.  But  in  this  country  is  it  uot  generally  understood  that  if  a  river  passes 
alongside  a  man’s  farm  he  has  a  right  to  the  water  in  that  river? — Supposing  he 
does  not  use  it  for  33  years,  what  then  ?  But,  if  this  right  were  established  and  the 
water  was  taken  out  of  the  Berg  River,  it  would  not  in  any  way  interfere  with  the 
Oliphant’s  Ploek  stream. 

3743.  No,  but  would  the  taking  of  the  water  out  of  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  River 
interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  people  on  the  Berg  River? — No,  we  can  construct  a 
retaining  wall,  and  will  then  be  able  to  store  280,000,000  gallons. 

3744.  What  we  have  to  consider  is  this ;  how  far  the  natural  flow  of  the  Berg 
River  is  to  be  interfered  with  by  your  proposal  to  impound  the  water  from  the  Oliphant’s 
Hoek  River  ? — The  only  answer  I  can  give  to  that  is  that  suppose  the  right  is 
established  by  these  people  on  the  Berg  River,  we  must  allow  a  certain  amount  of 
water  that  rises  in  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  River  to  flow  down  the  Berg  River,  then  we  are 
prepared  to  do  so  as  it  will  not  interfere  with  our  scheme. 

3745.  You  are  prepared  to  allow  the  ordinary  natural  average  flow  to  run  down 
the  Berg  River  ? — Yes,  it  is  the  same  with  the  Albion  Spring.  There  they  have  to 
allow  500,000  gallons  of  water  to  run  down  into  the  river. 

3746.  But  you  are  aware  that  the  riparian  people  got  an  interdict  to  let  that  water 
go  down?—  Yes;  under  which  500,000  gallons  of  water  run  into  the  Liesbeek  River, 
and  we  will  allow  the  whole  of  the  Oliphant’s  River  to  run  into  the  Berg  River. 

3747.  Then  do  you  claim  all  the  storm  water  ? — Yes,  the  quantity  running  over 
the  weir  in  winter  must  be  something  enormous.  It  has  a  catchment  area  of  34 
square  miles. 

3748.  Then  there  would  be  more  storm  water  falling  than  you  would  require  ? — 

Yes. 

3749.  And  the  reasonable  share  of  the  storm  water,  which  ought  to  flow  into  the 
Berg  River,  would  still  go  down  also  ? — Yes, 
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3750.  And  you  are  prepared  to  allow  the  average  summer  flow  to  go  down  as 

well? — Yes,  it  must  be  proved  that  they  have  the  right  to  that.  They  might  set  up  ' _ 

all  sorts  of  rights.  25tli  April,  H)02 

3751.  That  would  be  a  question  for  the  lawyers,  I  presume  ? — Yes. 

3752.  Then  in  March,  1900,  you  completed  these  arrangements  with  Mr. 

Mostert  ? — Yes. 

3753.  You  did  not  consult  the  ratepayers  at  that  time  about  this  purchase  ? — We 
had  no  time ;  l  believe  that  Mr.  Mostert  had  an  idea  of  approaching  Cape  Town,  and 
we  had  been  keeping  him  on  the  string  for  a  very  long  time,  so  he  gave  us  48  hours 
to  decide.  I  called  a  Council  meeting,  and  we  decided  to  purchase. 

3754.  How  long  did  you  keep  him  on  the  string  ? — From  May,  1899,  to  March, 

1900. 

3754(a).  Could  not  something  have  been  done  during  the  previous  10  months  to 
obtain  the  consent  of  the  ratepayers  ? — Our  Engineers  were  busy  taking  the  levels. 

3755.  Did  he  get  rusty  ? — Yes. 

3756.  Under  what  powers  did  you  propose  to  go  outside  your  Municipality  to 
purchase  land  and  water  rights  ? — Under  the  Act  of  1882. 

3757.  Which  provides  that  the  ratepayers  must  be  consulted  ? — Although  no 
aotual  meeting  was  called  they  were  perfectly  aware  of  what  we  were  doing  ;  we  told 
the  majority  of  the  influential  ratepayers,  and  when  we  issued  the  debentui’es  and  paid 
the  <£25,000  we  advertised  in  the  Cape  Times  and  in  the  Government  Gazette  ;  no  objec¬ 
tions  were  raised  and  the  debentures  were  issued. 

3758.  Nothing  was  done  during  the  twelve  months  preceding  March,  1900.  You 
did  not  get  the  concurrence  of  the  ratepayers  during  that  time  ? — Our  engineers  were 
busy  contouring  the  valley  and  taking  the  gauging,  and  we  were  not  prepared  to  go 
to  the  ratepayers. 

3759.  But  had  all  your  arrangements  been  completed  in  1900  ? — No. 

3760.  Then  for  all  you  knew  you  might  have  been  buying  a  “  pig  in  a  poke  ”  ? — 

No,  we  knew  what  we  were  doing. 

3761.  The  engineer  had  not  reported? — He  had  reported  favourably. 

3762.  But  had  he  completed  his  survey  ? — No,  and  before  you  can  go  to  the  rate¬ 
payers  you  must  have  your  plans  and  specifications  ready. 

3763.  Then  you  were  not  ready  with  your  plans  and  specifications  ? — No,  not  at 
the  time  of  the  purchase. 

3764.  You  issued  to  Mr.  Mostert  twenty  debentures  each  in  the  sum  of  £1,000? 

— I  think  they  were  £500  debentures,  at  any  rate  for  £20,000. 

3765.  Have  you  got  a  copy  of  that  debenture  form  ? — No,  but  I  think  I  could  get 
a  blank  form  for  you  in  the  office. 

3766.  Is  it  the  same  as  the  ordinary  form  that  you  issue  for  a  debenture  ? — No,  it 
is  differently  worded.  I  was  advised  at  the  time  that  instead  of  paying  the  whole 
amount  in  cash  we  should  pay  £5,000  in  cash,  and  that  the  £20,000  would  be  like  a 
mortgage  bond  or  a  promissory  note,  and  I  quite  agree  with  what  the  Mayor  stated 
yesterday,  that  in  that  transaction  we  considered  that  we  were  not  raising  a  loan.  It 
would  have  been  legal. 

3767.  In  what  way  would  it  have  been  legal  ? — I  don’t  know. 

3768.  You  tried  to  commit  the  Municipality  to  that  purchase  ? — Well,  we  were 

^  perfectly  prepared,  if  the  ratepayers  did  not  confirm  the  action  of  the  Counoil,  to  take 

f  the  whole  thing  into  our  own  hands,  and  even  now  I  could  find  sufficient  capital  to 

II oat  the  whole  concern. 

3769.  You  gave  the  debentm’es  in  the  name  of  the  Council  ? — We  did,  and  we 

advei'tised  that  we  intended  doing  so,  and  no  objections  were  raised.  • 

3770.  Do  you  still  justify  that  ? — Yes. 

3771.  Don’t  you  think  that  the  whole  meaning  of  the  Municipal  Act  in  connection 
with  the  raising  of  moneys  by  Municipalities  is  just  to  prevent  that  kind  of  thing,  and 
it  moreover  specifies  that  in  the  matter  of  raising  loans  the  Municipality  shall  first 
consult  the  ratepayers  in  a  certain  fashion  ? — If  we  were  to  raise  money  for  the  purpose 
of  permanent  works  then  I  think  it  is  the  duty,  according  to  the  Act,  for  the  Mayor  to 
call  a  meeting  of  ratepayers  and  consult  them. 

3772.  You  still  hoid  that  you  have  not  raised  that  £20,000  ? — No,  it  is  part  and 
parcel  of  the  purchase.  It  is  in  the  same  way  as  a  man  buying  a  house  and  taking  a 
mortgage  bond  on  it  for  the  balance  of  the  purchase  price. 

3773.  Who  has  to  pay  the  purchase  amount  ? — The  Council ;  it  runs  for  five  years. 

3774.  Then  you  admit  that  you  committed  the  Council  to  the  arrangement  ? — Oh, 

yes. 

3775.  And  you  did  so  without  consulting  the  ratepayers? — Yes. 

3776.  As  you  are  really  bound  to  do  by  the  Act  ?— We  had  no  time  to  consult 
them  in  the  purchase  of  the  farm. 

[a  21— 1902.] 
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(7  c^'jirhr  3777.  Then  you  admit  that  you  did  something  that  you  would  rather  not  have 

- — rr'  done  ? — We  had  no  time;  and  I  did  not  want  the  opportunity  to  slip  from  me.  A 
-  'Ith  April,  1902  pertain  amount  of  pressure  was  brought  upon  us  by  Mr.  Mostert.  to  act  at  onoe.  and  we 
decided  to  purchase. 

3778.  Could  you  not  have  obtained  a  supply  elsewhere  ? — I  know  of  no  other 
supply. 

377.9.  Were  these  debentures  entered  in  the  Municipal  books  and  are  they  trans¬ 
ferable  ? — Yes. 

3780.  And  they  were  to  be  redeemed  in  five  years’  time  ? — Yes. 

3781.  Out  of  a  loan  ?  *— Out  of  a  larger  loan,  that  is  to  say,  the  £300,000  which 
the  ratepayers  have  now  given  us  the  power  to  raise,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  bring  the 
water  into  Woodstock. 

3782.  Even  if  the  ratepayers  gave  you  power  to  raise  a  loan  for  the  Waterworks, 
the  Colonial  Secretary  has  to  approve  of  the  scheme  ? — Yes,  according  to  the  Public 
Health  Act. 

3783.  You  practically  accepted  the  scheme  without  submitting  it  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary  ? — We  have  done  so. 

8784.  He  has  not  approved  of  it  ? — On  account  of  this  Commission. 

3785.  But  did  you  submit  it  before  March,  1900  ? — It  was  not  ready  then. 

3786.  So  you  committed  the  Woodstock  Council  to  a  certain  water  scheme  before 
putting  your  application  in  for  the  loan  on  account  of  these  Waterworks  for  the  approval 
of  the  Governor  in  Council? — We  purchased  the  farm. 

3787.  That  practically  committed  Woodstock  Council  to  tire  scheme  ? — Yes. 

3788.  What  interest  do  these  debentures  bear  ? — Eour  per  cent. 

3789.  And  where  is  the  interest  payable  ?  —At  Woodstock. 

3790.  At  the  Town  House  ? — Yes. 

3791.  Has  your  Engineer  now  reported  on  that  scheme  ? — We  have  our 
Engineer’s  report  on  the  scheme. 

3792.  What  Engineer  was  that  ? — Mr.  Menmuir. 

3793.  Has  he  been  some  time  in  your  service  ?  —I  think  for  about  eight  months. 

3794.  Is  that  the  same  gentleman  who  went  up  with  you  the  first  time  to  inspect 
the  place  ? — No  that  was  Mr.  Gray. 

3795.  Has  he  reported  on  the  scheme  ? — Yes,  at  the  time  as  far  as  the  possibilities 
of  the  farm  were  concerned. 

3796.  Just  a  flying  survey  report  ? — Yes. 

3797.  And  since  then  Mr.  Menmuir  has  been  making  up  fuller  details  ? — Yes. 

3798.  Has  he  gauged  the  flow  of  the  river  ? — Yes. 

3799.  And  has  he  made  a  report  under  that  head  ? — Yes. 

3800.  And  he  has  brought  you  the  plans  and  specifications  ? — Yes. 

3801.  And  these  are  in  your  office  ? — We  have  them — yes. 

3802.  Could  they  be  shewn  to  us  ? — Yes. 

3803.  We  should  be  glad  if  they  could  be  placed  at  our  disposal,  and  we  will  take 
care  of  them  in  the  meantime  ? — Yes,  they  will  be  supplied. 

3804.  Perhaps  you  would  not  like  us  to  get  the  originals  ;  in  that  case  could  you 
supply  us  with  copies  ? — I  think  we  have  copies,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  supply  you 
with  them. 

3805.  And  you  have  paid  no  interest  on  the  purchase  money  ? — No,  we  are  barred 
by  the  Supreme  Court. 

3806.  You  are  interdicted  from  paying  the  interest  ? — Yes,  until  we  can  get  the 
consent  of  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

3807.  And  that  consent  is  awaiting  the  report  of  this  Commission  ? — It  appears 
so. 

3808.  That  is  what  you  say  ? — Yes. 

3809.  Now,  have  no  objections  against  your  scheme  been  lodged  by  any  of 
the  riparian  proprietors  along  the  Berg  River,  or  by  any  township  or  public  body  ? — 
We  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Paarl  in  which  we  were  notified  that  they  intend 
to  interdict  us  from  using  the  wafer. 

3810.  And  they  do  that  as  riparian  proprietors  on  the  Berg  River  ? — I  suppose  so. 

3811.  Has  any  other  letter  been  addressed  to  you? — I  think  the  Piquetberg 
people  have  also  written.  The  Paarl  people  started  the  thing  ;  they  had  the  chance  of 
acquiring  this  very  same  farm  some  time  ago  and  they  let  the  opportunity  slip,  and 
now  that  we  have  bought  it  they  want  it  too,  and  we  have  also  received  a  similar 
communication  from  Piquetberg. 

3812.  How  do  they  come  in  ? — I  don’t  know,  I  am  not  acquainted  with  that 

part. 

3813.  Are  they  situated  on  the  Berg  River? — I  think  so,  but  I  am  not  sure, 


163 


•'5814.  Is  it  perhaps  the  Divisional  Council  of  Piquetberg  that  has  made  the  Mr. 
complaint  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  is  the  Divisional  Council.  G'  Hchr- 

3815.  And  it]would  seem  that  the  proprietors  all  the  way  down  the  Berg  River  25th  April,  i  uo2. 
are  taking  umbrage  at  your  appropriating  the  water  of  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  scheme  ? — 

It  appears  so. 

3816.  And  how  about  the  threatened  lawsuits  by  the  riparian  proprietors  along 
the  Berg  River  ? — 1  don’t  think  much  of  those  lawsuits. 

3817.  They  only  try  to  bluff  you  ? — Yes. 

3818.  Perhaps  to  get  another  £20,000  out  of  you  ? — I  don’t  know. 

3319.  I  suppose  before  you  arrange  with  them  you  will  considt  the  ratepayers? — - 
►  Arrange  with  whom  ? 

3820.  The  claimants? — They  will  have  to  prove  that  they  have  a  right  to  the 
water. 

3821.  How  much  water  do  you  contemplate  to  secure  from  this  scheme  ? — Well, 
in  the  summer  time  about  February,  which  is  the  driest  season,  we  found  that  about 
two  million  gallons  were  running  over  the  weir. 

3822.  All  this  is  to  run  down  into  the  Berg  River  ? — Yes,  that  is  what  they  say. 

3823.  But  that  is  what  you  are  prepared  to  do,  you  say  ? — Yes,  if  it  is  proved 
that  they  have  a  right  to  the  water. 

3824.  Then  we  may  take  it  that  all  that  may  have  to  go  ? — Quite  so ;  but  the 
question  is,  would  they  be  entitled  to  the  whole  of  it. 

3825.  In  any  case,  you  say  you  are  prepared  to  let  it  go  ? — The  question  is,  what 
portion  they  would  be  entitled  to. 

3826.  How  much  of  it  do  you  propose  to  store  ? — 280,000,000  gallons. 

3827.  Then  you  might  find  yeurselves  at  the  end  of  the  winter — the  rainy  season 
— confined  to  280,000,000  gallons,  and  unable  to  put  auy  more  water  in  until  the 
winter  rains  again,  is  it  not  so  ? — If  the  whole  flow  has  to  be  taken  away  then  it  would  be 
the  case. 

3828.  So  that  your  280,000,000  storage  would  be  your  six  months’  supply  ? — It 
would  be.  But  we  reckon  that  if  we  store  for  about  four  months  it  would  be  sufficient. 

3829.  Then  your  280,000,000  gallons  will  be  a  four  months’  supply  ? — Yes. 

3830.  That  of  course  would  be  adequate  for  the  present  population  of  Woodstock 
and  for  the  prospective  population  a.s  well  ? — Yes.  I  was  reading  over  the  report  of 
Mr.  Stewart  on  the  Steenbras  River  scheme,  and  I  found  that  in  the  month  of  February 
490,000  gallons  were  running  over  the  weir,  and  then  it  also  appears  that  at  the  Steen¬ 
bras  River  they  would  have  to  be  dependent  upon  a  storage  reservoir. 

3831.  Now,  when  you  began  to  think  about  this  scheme,  what  was  your  idea  about 
the  relationships  that  ought  to  continue  between  that  scheme  and  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  ? — None  whatever.  When  we  were  first  approached  about  the  farm  we  wrote  to 
Claremont  asking  them  whether  they  would  join  us  in  the  purchase,  but  they  simply 
recorded  our  letter  and  did  nothing,  so  we  purchased  it  alone,  so  as  far  as  I  am  aware 
no  offer  has  been  made  to  the  Water  Board. 

3832.  That  is  to  say,  you  went  into  this  scheme  without  any  intention  of 
distributing  the  water  to  Woodstock  through  the  Joint  Committee  ? — None  whatever. 

3833.  In  other  words,  you  believed  that  you  were  entitled  to  bring  to  Woodstock 
a  supply  to  the  inhabitants  there  without  consulting  the  Joint  Committee  ? — That  is 
so ;  they  had  no  water  to  give  us  this  last  summer,  and  Cape  Town  came  to  our  assist- 

1  ance,  which  saved  us  from  a  water  famine. 

3834.  That  means  that  you  had  distinctly  considered  that  you  were  entitled  to 
work  your  water  arrangements  independent  of  the  agreement  you  had  entered  into 
with  the  Joint  Committee  ? — Quite  so. 

3835.  And  for  which  latter  you  signed  an  obligation  to  the  Standard  Bank  for 
£75,000? — For  £300,000;  that  includes  the  purchase  of  the  Waterworks ;  the  four 
Municipalities  signed  that. 

3836.  You  signed  that  jointly  and  severally  ? — Yes. 

3837.  And  are  you  jointly  and  severally  liable  for  the  £300,000,  or  are 
you  only  liable  for  one-fourth  part  of  it  ? — I  am  not  certain,  but  I  am  uuder  tho 
impression  that  it  was  jointly  and  severally.  The  award  was  £219,000  or  thereabouts, 
and  we  arranged  for  £300,000  so  as  to  enable  us  to  augment  the  supply  and  build  an 
additional  reservoir. 

3838.  And  of  course  that  has  been  raised  as  borrowed  money? — Not  up  to 
£300,000. 

3839.  Up  to  how  much  ? — I  should  think  it  will  be  up  to  about  £280,000  when  the 
reservoir  has  been  completed. 

3840.  You  got  the  money  from  the  Standard  Bank  ? — Yes,  at  five  per  cent. 

3841.  Has  the  Standard  Bank  addressed  any  communication  to  you  on  the 
subject  ? — On  what  subject  ? 
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Mr-  3842.  On  the  subject  of  this  loan? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

3843.  Aud  has  the  Standard  Bank  not  notified  you  that  although  the  four 
2,)th  April,  1P02,  Councils  have  borrowed  the  £300,000  Woodstock  would  be  limited  to  £75,000? — 

No. 

3844.  Or  do  they  say  that  you  are  jointly  liable  for  the  whole  ? — No,  I  think  the 
four  Mayors  signed  the  document  to  allow  an  overdraft  up  to  the  amount  of  £300,000. 

3845.  And  does  the  Bank  send  you  an  account  ? — We  pay  interest  every  month 
out  of  revenue. 

3846.  The  Joint  Committee  ? — Yes. 

3847.  Has  the  Bank  given  you  any  indication  of  your  liability  as  the  Council  of 
Woodstock  ?— No. 

3848.  You  receive  no  communications  from  them,  from  time  to  time  ? — No,  the 
undertaking  is  a  good  one. 

3849.  I  want  to  know  the  relationship  between  the  Bank  and  your  Council  ? — I 
don’t  remember  any  communication  having  been  sent  to  us  by  the  Bank. 

3850.  Has  your  Council  given  a  guarantee  for  the  whole  amount,  or  a  portion  of 
it  ? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

3851.  In  the  balance  sheet  sent  to  us  here  it  is  referred  to  ? — I  think  it  is  just  a 
debit  and  credit  entry. 

3852.  I  will  read  to  you  what  the  Secretary  says  in  the  account  sent  to  us,  as 
follows: — “  Woodstock  acquired  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  1898  a  one-quarter  share 
interest  in  the  Cape  Town  Districts  Waterworks  Company,  now  known  as  the 
‘  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks.’  The  cost  was  £219,599  6s.  2d.,  for  which  Wood¬ 
stock’s  share  is  £54,899  16s.  7d.  A  loan  of  £300,000  from  the  Standard  Bank  was 
arranged  jointly  by  the  Municipalities  interested,  of  which  the  cost  of  purchase, 
namely,  the  sum  of  £219,599  6s.  2d.  only,  was  drawn,  leaving  £80,400  13s.  lOd.  still 
available.  This  service  loan  is  now  being  expended  in  the  construction  of  a  reservoir ; 
no  income  has  been  derived  from  the  water,  aud  I  cannot  state  whether  any  may  be 
expected  in  the  future  or  not,  but  it  is  more  than  paying  expenses  of  management.” 
Well,  now,  some  communications  must  have  come  to  the  Council? — I  daresay  it  was 
discussed  in  the  Council  when  it  was  decided  that  the  Mayors  of  the  respective 
Municipalities  should  sign  this  document. 

3853.  The  Secretary  could  not  furnish  this  information  if  it  were  not  in  black  and 
white  somewhere  on  your  books  ? — That  is  so. 

3854.  What  I  wanted  to  get  at  is  this :  to  what  extent  has  your  Municipality 
arranged  to  raise  this  £300,000  placed  to  your  credit  in  the  bank,  did  you  raise  only 
to  the  extent  of  £75,000  or  to  the  extent  of  £300,000,  and  as  your  credit  is  being 
drawn  upon,  does  the  bank  send  you  any  communication  to  that  effect  ? — Any  com¬ 
munication  which  is  sent  goes  direct  to  the  Water  Board,  which  consists  of  eight 
members — two  from  each  Municipality. 

3855.  Well  now,  do  you  consider  that  you  are  liable  to  the  Joint  Committee  for 
any  monies  ? — How ;  do  you  mean  in  liquidation  ? 

3856.  Look  at  the  abstract  I  gave  you,  and  you  will  see  that  in  1901  you  paid 
for  water  £5,738  5s.  3d.,  and  in  1900  you  paid  an  amount  of  £4,683  18s.  9d.  To  whom 
did  you  .pay  the  money  ? — To  the  Water  Board. 

3857.  For  water  supplied  by  meter  ? — Yes. 

3858.  Suppose  that  you  don’t  take  a  supply,  what  would  happen  to  you  then  ? — 
The  other  Municipalities  would  take  it.  Under  the  agreement  we  have  to  be  supplied 
with  a  minimum  of  50,000  gallons  and  up  to  that  extent  I  think  we  would  be  bouud 
to  take  the  water. 

3859.  You  are  bound  to  pay  for  that  ? — Yes. 

3860.  Whether  you  take  the  water  or  not  ?-  Yes,  for  the  50,000  gallons. 

3861.  You  hold  that  it  depends  upon  yourselves  and  Woodstock  whether  your 
connection  with  the  Joint  Committee  will  exceed  the  50,000  gallons  of  water  or  not? 
—Yes. 

3862.  And  that  you  could  stop  the  water  and  the  J oint  Committee  would  lose 
their  revenue  so  far  as  Woodstock  was  concerned  ? — Yes,  to  a  certain  extent. 

3863.  But  you  can  cut  off  the  connection  ? — Yes,  but  the  Joint  Committee  can 
always  dispose  of  the  water  elsewhere. 

3864.  Supposing  the  Joint  Committee  could  not  dispose  of  it  elsewhere  ? — They 
will  have  no  difficulty  whatever. 

3865.  But  suppose  they  could  not,  and  that  they  were  short  of  revenue  ? — They 
can’t  supply  all  the  demands  now,  they  have  had  to  stop  a  certain  quantity  supplied  to 
the  Railway  Department. 

3866.  I  daresay  that  is  so,  but  we  want  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  the  position. 
Supposing  that  you  cut  off  the  connection,  could  you  thereby  get  out  of  your  liability 
to  the  Joint  Committee? — Yes,  if  we  went  into  this  scheme. 
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3867.  You  mean  that  you  can  sever  your  connection  with  the  Joint  Committee  ^ 

by  going  into  this  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme? — Well,  I  don’t  know,  I  suppose  another  '  7 _ r"' 

Act  would  have  to  be  brought  in  to  allow  us  to  retire.  April,  1902. 

3868.  Then  it  is  your  opinion  that  you  cannot  sever  your  connection  without  an 
Act  of  Parliament  ? — No. 

3869.  And  yet  you  went  in  for  a  scheme,  the  whole  basis  of  which  was  that  you 
should  sever  your  connection  ?—  They  could  not  give  us  sufficient  water.  The  business 
of  the  Town  was  retarded.  In  January  last  we  passed  155  plans — some  being  for  the 
construction  of  four  ot  five  houses — we  could  not  guarantee  the  water  to  these  people, 
and  I  maintain  that  thereby  the  business  of  the  place  was  retarded. 

3870.  Take  the  £5,378,  last  year’s  expenditure,  suppose  that  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
scheme  was  put  into  full  swing,  do  }rou  hold  that  you  could  get  out  of  the  payment  of 
that  £5,378  ? — Yes,  because  we  are  not  taking  the  water,  but  we  would  have  to  pay  for 
the  50,000  gallons  minimum  supply. 

3871.  Have  you  considered  any  other  scheme  ? — No. 

3872.  Suppose  that  the  Governor  in  Council  refused  to  sanction  the  loan  for 
carrying  out  that  scheme  of  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek,  what  is  going  to  happen  ? — I  think 
then  the  Government  had  better  step  in  and  take  over  the  whole  Municipality,  and  we 
will  retire. 

3873.  But  the  Governor  is  bound  to  satisfy  himself  that  it  is  the  best  possible 
scheme  ? — Oh  yes. 

3874.  And  suppose  he  cannot  be  satisfied? — 1  cannot  see  how  he  could  not  be 
satisfied. 

3875.  Suppose  he  is  advised  that  it  is  not  the  best  scheme  ? — 1  don’t  know. 

3876.  Have  you  no  proposal  to  submit  in  connection  Avith  it  ? — No. 

3877.  I  think  you  stated  a  few  minutes  ago  that  the  Council  could  have  been 
released  if  they  had  liked  from  any  liability  it  had  on  these  debentures  ? — Yes,  but  1 
don’t  know  what  view  the  ratepayers  will  take  of  it  now,  as  they  have  confirmed  the 
action  of  the  Council.  I  admit  it  is  rather  a  complicated  business. 

3878.  But  suppose  again  that  the  action  of  the  ratepayers  and  of  the  Council  is  not 
confirmed  by  the  Governor  in  Council? — Then  I  don’t  know  what  is  going  to  happen. 

3879.  You  have  not  allowed  yourself  to  contemplate  the  possibility  of  giving  up  that 
scheme  ? — As  far  as  the  Council  and  the  ratepayers  are  concerned,  no.  We  can  clearly 
see  that  unless  we  get  the  water  there  will  be  a  water  famine.  If  all  the  available  land 
in  Woodstock  is  built  up,  we  will  have  a  population  of  something  like  80,000,  and  they 
have  to  be  supplied  with  water  aud  a  drainage  scheme. 

3880.  At  present  you  have  some  3,949  houses  in  Woodstock,  and  you  are  supply¬ 
ing  2,194  ? — Yes,  I  think  that  is  so. 

3881.  It  therefore  follows  that  your  supply  is  not  nearly  adequate  ? — No,  it  is  not. 

3882.  But  would  it  not  take  three  or  four  years  to  complote  youB  scheme  ? — No, 
it  would  not  take  very  long,  we  have  not  many  cuttings  to  make,  aud  we  could  start 
at  both  ends. 

3883.  But  you  will  have  lawsuits  ? — They  would  have  to  prove  that. 

3884.  But  an  interdict  may  be  granted  against  you  ? — Yes,  but  then  we  would 
have  to  go  into  the  principal  case. 

3885.  That  would  cause  delay  ? — Yes,  it  would. 

3886.  We  understand  that  you  are  in  a  difficulty  ;  you  admit  that  yourself.  Now 
would  it  not  be  possible  for  some  public  spirited  men  in  Woodstock  to  take  up  these 
debentures  and  hold  them,  pending  the  deoision  of  the  Governor  in  Council  ? — We 
have  thought  of  that. 

3887.  I  suppose  the  interdict  does  not  prevent  Mr.  Mostert  from  disposing  of 
these  debentures,  and  therefore  could  it  not  be  done  ? — The  matter  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  legal  authority,  aud  we  are  being  sued  by  Mr.  Mostert  for  the  interest  on  the 
debentures  for  six' months,  and  if  Mr.  Mostert  gets  judgment  in  his  favour,  I  suppose 
he  will  take  out  a  Avrit. 

3888.  And  then  ? — I  don’t  know. 

3889.  But  he  could  not  touch  Municipal  property ;  is  he  suing  the  Council  or 
the  members  of  the  Council  ? — The  Council. 

3890.  And  those  who  signed  the  debentures  would  be  held  liable  under  the  terms 
of  the  Act  ? — I  don’t  know,  since  the  ratepayers  have  ratified  the  action  of  the  Council 
I  take  it  that  they  are  liable  just  as  much  as  the  Councillors. 

3891.  Does  it  not  only  amount  to  a  concurrence  in  the  action  of  the  Council  aud 
not  a  ratification,  the  whole  thing  being  dependent  upon  the  decision  of  the  Governor 
in  Council  ?— That  is  a  legal  point  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  disouss. 

3892.  At  all  events  you  are  not  in  a  very  serious  difficulty  at  present  ? — No. 

3893.  Mr.  Lawrence.']  When  is  the  case  coming  on  ? — 1st  of  May. 


381*4.  C/minnan.]  You  have  no  evidence  to  give  to  the  Commission  on  any  other 
scheme  ? — No,  the  only  other  scheme  I  know  of  is  the  Steenbras  River  scheme. 

3S95.  You  have  been  there  ? — Yes. 

3896.  What  do  you  think  of  that? — Well,  I  don’t  like  to  express  an  opinion,  but 
the  water  is  very  discoloured. 

3897.  Were  you  there  before  you  went  to  Oliphant’s  Hoek  ? — No,  I  went  to 
Oliphant’s  Hoek  first,  and  then  to  Steenbras. 

3898.  So  that  your  ideas  of  the  Steenbras  River  scheme  were  somewhat  modified 
by  what  you  had  seen  in  the  other  direction  ? — Yes. 

3899.  When  did  you  visit  Steenbras  River? — Just  before  the  case  came  on 
between  the  Government  and  Strnben.  I  don’t  know  the  exact  date,  but  it  was  in  the 
summer  time,  either  the  end  of  1900  or  the  beginning  of  1901, 

3900.  About  fifteen  months  ago  ? — About  that,  but  I  am  more  or  less  guided  by 
Mr.  Stewart’s  report.  There  is  a  large  area  there  for  conserving  water,  but  the  water 
is  as  brown  as  a  berry,  whereas  at  Oliphant’s  Hoek  it  is  as  clear  as  crystal. 

3901.  The  Oliphant’s  Hoek  scheme  would  not  be  sufficient  for  Woodstock? — Oh, 
yes,  we  shall  have  water  to  spare. 

3902.  How  muoh  ? — I  have  put  down  500,000  gallons  for  Woodstock  a  day, 
300.000  gallons  for  the  Cape  Government  Railways,  100,000  gallons  for  the  Breweries, 
5,000  gallons  for  the  Divisional  Council  and  200,000  gallons  for  Maitland  and  other 
villages  along  the  road.  And  we  have  put  down  100,000  gallons  for  applicants  now 
refused. 

3903.  Where  would  they  be  placed  ? — At  Woodstock. 

3904.  Is  that  in  addition  to  the  500,000  you  have  already  mentioned  ? — It 
appears  so  from  these  figures. 

3905.  Is  that  all  ? — Yes,  it  makes  a  total  of  1,205,000  gallons. 

3906.  That  is  what  you  calculate  would  be  the  daily  possible  supply  ? — Yes. 

3907.  May  I  ask  what  you  are  reading  from  ? — A  memorandum  which  our 
Engineer  prepared  for  me.  I  will  put  it  in.  [Memorandum  put  in.] 

3908.  If  you  get  500,000  gallons  of  water  for  Woodstock,  and  you  have  a 
population  of  30,000,  it  would  work  out  at  about  16  gallons  per  head  per  day,  and  if 
your  population  increases  to  80,000  then  you  would  only  have  about  eight  gallons  or 
less  per  head  ? — We  could  store  much  more  water  than  that,  I  think  we  could  have 
three  storage  places. 

3909.  How  many  days’  water  do  you  propose  to  store  ? — Ninety-three  days ;  we 
have  made  provision  for  280,000,000  gallons. 

3910.  And  you  think  that  would  be  sufficient  for  the  present  ? — Yes,  we  could 
add  on  afterwards  if  we  require  more. 

3911.  But  that  i3  a  very  small  scheme  comparatively.  In  the  future  the 
Peninsula  would  want  something  like  10,000,000  gallons  of  water  a  day  ? — Of  course 
we  only  look  as  far  as  Woodstock  is  concerned.  We  are  willing  to  help  our  sister 
Municipalities,  bur  still  we  look  to  ourselves  first. 

3912.  Then  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  approval  of  your  scheme  by  the  Governor  in 
Council  would  militate  against  the  construction  of  any  large  Waterworks  Scheme  for 
the  supply  of  the  whole  Peninsula? — How  is  that  to  be  managed  ? 

3913.  I  am  hardly  here  to  answer  questions  ;  I  am  here  rather  to  put  them  ? — I 
don’t  know  of  any  other  supply. 

3914.  Would  it  not  militate  against  a  large  scheme  if  every  small  Municipality 
had  its  own  supply  ? — Our  Municipality  is  not  a  small  one  ;  it  is  the  third  on  the 
list,  first  Cape  Town,  then  Port  Elizabeth,  and  then  Woodstock. 

3915.  But  you  could  not  call  it  a  very  large  Municipality  ? — We  could  not  hold 
more  than  80,000  people. 

3916.  If  you  go  in  for  your  own  independent  water  supply,  may  not  Mowbray 
want  to  go  in  and  detach  itself  from  the  Joint  Committee,  and  then  Rondebosch 
might  want  to  do  the  same  thing  ? — Yes,  but  in  that  case  they  would  have  to  look  for 
another  scheme. 

3917.  Dr.  Gregory.']  You  propose  having  this  supply  chiefly  for  Woodstock, 
Maitland,  and  the  Railway  ? — Yes,  and  probably  others  who  may  require  the  water  on 
the  road.  We  thought  that  we  shall  be  able  to  supply  Durban  Road  and  all  the 
villages  from  Klapmuts  and  so  on ;  the  pipe  track  would  cross  at  Simondium. 

3918.  I  understand  it  is  not  only  Woodstock  but  all  these  other  places  that  you 
are  goingto  supply  from  this  source  ? — Yes. 

3919.  Have  you  had  your  gaugings  taken  from  the  River  ? — We  have  had  some 
gaugings  taken  by  a  wooden  gauge.  We  ai’e  erecting  an  automatio  recorder,  but  it  is 
not  in  working  order  yet. 

3920.  How  long  have  you  been  gauging? — Nearly  twelve  months  during  the 
summer.  Last  year  the  weir  was  washed  away. 
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3921.  Could  you  furnish  the  Commission  with  these  gaugings  F — -Yes,  I  think  so.  ^  ^ieh, 

3922.  I  notice  here  that  your  engineer  states  that  during  the  dry  season,  on  j _ 

Jauuary  14th,  it  was  running  at  a  rate  of  six  and  a  quarter  million  gallons  per  day,  25th  April,  1 902. 
and  that  on  the  oth  of  that  month  it  was  running  at  a  rate  of  two  and  a  quarter 

million  gallons  per  day  roughly.  From  your  knowledge,  do  they  represent  the  usual 
flow  during  the  summer  months  F — The  usual  flow  during  the  summer  months  could  be 
safely  put  at  two  million  gallons,  and  that  would  be  under  the  estimate.  I  think  it  was 
after  a  rain  that  it  registered  six  millions.  * 

3923.  So  that  your  supply  in  the  summer  months,  in  the  dry  season,  should  be  two 
million  gallons  if  you  took  all  the  water,  and  you  propose  to  store  280,000,000  gallons  .' 

— Yres.  . 

3924.  Now,  what  period  do  you  take  the  dry  season  to  cover  F — From  December 
to  February. 

3925.  Not  March  ? — Yes,  I  would  say  up  to  the  15th  March. 

3926.  Then  you  reckon  four  months  of  the  year  F — Yes,  hut  I  think  I  should  say 
from  December  to  March,  and  that  is  four  mouths. 

3927.  Then  your  storage  water  would  be  used  during  the  four  months  F — No, 
according  to  the  calculation  we  would  have  a  flow  in  the  river  of  1 12,000,000  gallons. 

3928.  No,  but  you  would  draw  on  your  storage  water  during  the  four  months, 
that  is  what  I  mean  F — Yes. 

3929.  Roughly  speaking,  you  would  be  drawing  2,000,000  gallons  per  day  from 
your  reservoir,  which,  as  at  present  contemplated,  will  store  280,000,000  F — Yes. 

3930.  But  it  could  be  more,  practically  two  and  a  half  million  gallons  a  day  F — I 
don’t  follow  you. 

3931.  You  store  280,000,000  which  is  to  be  spread  over  120  days,  that  would  give 
you  a  supply  of  2|  million  per  day  F — Yes,  that  is  so. 

3932.  So  that  you  think  during  the  dry  season  you  could  get  2|  million  gallons  a 
day  without  drawing  on  the  River  itself,  and  that  if  you  drew  on  the  River  itself  you 
would  get  another  2,000,000  F — I  think  the  springs  could  be  opened  up,  and  I  daresay 
that  a  quantity  of  water  is  lost. 

3933.  I  understand  that  you  are  certain  of  a  supply  of  2^  million  gallons  and  a 
possible  4J  million  gallons  a  day  F — Yes. 

3934.  Then  why  have  you  been  telling  the  Commission  all  this  time  that  you 
would  only  be  drawing  your  required  1^  million  gallons  per  day  F — Well,  that  is  the 
memorandum  made  up  by  the  engineer. 

3935.  I  have  his  memorandum  here. — He  will  be  better  able  to  explain  that. 

3936.  You  state  that  you  have  about  32,000  inhabitants  F — Yes. 

3937.  And  your  consumption  of  water  in  1901  was  99,000,000  gallons  and  there¬ 
fore  that  only  gives  a  little  over  84  gallons  per  day  for  each  inhabitant,  taking  the 
population  at  32,000.  That  is  extremely  small  F — Yes. 

3938.  So  that  when  you  get  your  drainage  scheme  you  have  to  reckon  on  using  at 
least  30  gallons  per  day  F — -No,  I  think  20  would  be  quite  enough. 

3939.  Will  yon  agree  that  30  gallons  is  the  usual  experience  of  sewered  cities  F — 

I  don’t  know. 

3940.  And  to  apply  the  usual  experience  to  your  town,  you  will  find  that  at  least 
1,000,000  gallons  per  day  will  be  required  by  the  present  population  when  your  sewer 
is  completed  F — That  is  if  the  inhabitants  are  receiving  only  30  gallons  F 

3941.  Thirty  gallons ;  your  present  supply  should  be  about  1,000,000  gallons  a 
day  if  you  had  sewers  F — I  suppose  so. 

3942.  The  forecast  furnished  by  your  Council  is  as  follows : — At  present  you 
need  for  1902  one-third  million;  in  1907,  three-quarters  of  a  million;  in  1912,  one  and 
a  quarter  ;  and  in  1942,  one  and  three-quarter  millions  per  day.  Don’t  you  agree  that 
that  is  entirely  unreliable  F — I  don’t  know,  they  have  been  calculating  that. 

3943.  If  your  population  in  1942  will  number  seventy  or  eighty  thousand,  and  each 
one  is  to  receive  30  gallons  a  day,  it  would  work  out  to  about  2,400,000  gallons  per  day, 
roughly  2J  millions,  and  if  jrou  took  all  the  water  that  you  could  get,  it  would  not  do 
more  than  meet  the  needs  of  your  own  Council  without  supplying  any  outside 
authorities  F — Yes,  if  the  consumption  is  2|  millions  per  day,  but  I  must  point  out 
that  I  have  been  quoting  a  very  low  figure,  as  I  don’t  want  to  exaggerate  the  thing, 
but  if  a  careful  record  is  gone  into  I  think  you  will  find  that  the  average  will  be 
3,000,000  gallons  a  day. 

3944.  Still,  as  the  figures  now  stand,  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  scheme  wiil  only  be 
sufficient  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  Wooistock  Council  forty  years  hence  F — The 
Engineer  will  be  able  to  tell  you  that  there  could  be  three  storage  reservoirs. 

3945.  As  at  present  contemplated,  it  may  only  supplj’  sufficient  for  the  needs  of 
Woodstock  ;  now.  don’t  you  think  that  if  you  are  going  to  have  a  water  supply,  and  to 
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, .  Tflrhi  bring  it  to  the  Peninsula  such  a  long  distance,  that  you  should  get  an  adequate 

- "  amount  while  you  ai’e  at  it  ? — I  don’t  know,  I  think  we  shall  have  sufficient  water 

.itU  April,  1902.  there  for  Woodstock.  Of  course,  I  am  not  taking  Cape  Town  into  consideration  nor 
the  other  suburbs,  but  I  say  if  we  have  the  water  to  spare,  we  will  give  it  to  them. 

3946.  In  other  words,  you  are  only  considering  Woodstock  ? — That  is  all. 

3947.  Now,  from  a  business  and  practical  point  of  view,  don’t  you  think  that  it 
would  be  undesirable  for  e&oh  Municipality  to  have  its  own  water  scheme,  and  bring 
the  water  a  very  long  distance  ? — Yes,  but  I  am  afraid  that  it  will  not  work  otherwise  ; 
there  will  be  friction.  I  have  noticed  it  on  the  Water  Committee. 

3948.  Chairman.']  Friction  there  now  ? — Not  exactly  friction. 

,  3949.  Dr.  Gregory.]  What  does  the  friction  arise  from  ? — An  inadequate  supply 

of  water. 

3950.  You  stated  that  when  you  went  into  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Soheme  you 
considered  it  to  be  as  part  of  the  augmentation  provided  for  under  the  Water  Board 
Act  ? — Oh,  no. 

3951.  Will  you  state  whether  the  payment  of  this  will  come  out  of  the  £300,000  ? 
— That  is  a  proposed  Municipal  loan  of  £300,000.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Water  Board.  We  have  the  sanction  of  the  ratepayers  to  borrow  £300,000  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  this  water  into  Woodstock. 

3952.  And  will  £300,000  entirely  cover  the  expenditure  ? — I  don’t  think  it  will 
cost  as  much  ;  we  have  calculated  freely,  rather  over  than  under. 

3953.  Does  not  a  supply  of  2|  million  gallons  a  day  and  a  possible  4J  million 
seem  very  expensive  at  £300,000  ? — We  have  worked  it  out  and  we  find  that  we  shall 
have  a  very  large  surplus,  and  we  shall  be  paying  Is.  where  we  are  paying  Is.  6d.  now. 

3954.  Is  it  not  expensive  as  compared  to  other  schemes  ? — I  don’t  think  so,  for 
instance  it  won’t  costas  much  as  the  Steenbras  Scheme,  as  we  have  hardly  any  tunnelling 
to  do. 

3955.  You  say  Mowbray  Municipality  are  going  in  for  the  Steenbras  River 
Scheme  ? — Yes,  they  have  purchased  it  together  with  Rondebosch. 

3956.  They  are  in  the  same  position  as  you  are  ?■ — In  a  worse  position. 

3957.  Supposing  you  take  the  scheme  and  Mowbray  adopts  the  other  scheme,  then 
Claremont  and  Rondebosch  would  be  left  with  the  present  Waterworks ? — No,  they 
would  join  Mowbray,  aud  they  have  already  consented  to  do  so. 

3958.  Now,  as  quarter  owner  of  the  Waterworks  revenue,  how  will  you  be  affected 
by  this  scheme  ? — Well,  I  suppose  we  would  have  to  arbitrate  if  we  had  to  go  out  of 
it ;  we  shall  look  to  getting  something  out  of  it,  because  we  maintain  that  our  asset  is  a 
very  good  and  valuable  one,  and  if  we  are  to  retire  we  shall  expect  to  be  paid  out. 

3959.  What  do  you  think  is  the  value  of  your  holding  now  ?  —  We  will  have  to 
take  into  consideration  the  pipes  which  are  in  our  Municipality — the  price,  less  depre¬ 
ciation. 

3960.  What  do  you  consider  the  value  of  your  share  now  F — I  have  not  gone  into 
that  matter,  but  I  know  it  is  a  good  one. 

3961.  At  any  rate,  you  expect  to  get  something  out  of  it?- -Yes. 

3962.  Do  you  think  that  the  other  Municipalities  would  consent  to  pay  you  out? 
— If  they  are  reasonable  business  men  they  must  look  at  it  on  a  commercial  basis. 

3963.  With  regard  to  the  Berg  River,  what  proportion  of  its  flow  is  formed  by 
the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  River  ? — I  cannot  see  any  difference  between  the  two  unless  the 
latter  runs  swifter.  I  was  at  the  bridge  which  is  about  one  and  a  half  miles  off 
where  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  River  empties  itself  into  the  Berg  River,  and  I  cannot  see 
any  difference. 

3964.  The  Engineer  says  it  comes  to  about  one-tenth  ? — There  are  a  good  many 
other  tributaries  to  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  before  it  enters  the  Berg  River.  There  is  a 
good  stream  coming  down  the  Hagel  River,  which  joins  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  River,  but 
these  would  not  be  affected  by  our  scheme.  Their  contention  is  that  we  are  taking 
water  out  of  the  Wemmer’s  River, and  we  say  we  are  not, but  we  are  taking  water  from 
our  farm. 

3965.  Mr.  Gurney.]  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  purchasing  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  with 
these  water  rights,  the  Council  practically  was  aware  of  the  illegality  of  these 
proceedings,  but  being  a  desirable  thing  they  purchased  ? — We  know  that  we  should 
have  consulted  the  ratepayers  but  we  had  not  the  opportunity. 

3966.  So  that  you  knew  you  were  taking  a  responsibiiity  upon  yourselves  in  doing 
that  ? — Yes. 

3967.  And  one  member  of  the  Council  objected  to  your  doing  this,  simply  on  the 
ground  of  its  illegality  ? — Yes,  there  was  one,  but  I  don’t  wish  to'  go  into  that. 

3968.  Chairman.]  At  that  time  ? — Yes. 

3969.  Mr.  Gurney.]  He  dissented? — Yes, 
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3970.  Then  you  advertised  that  you  had  purchased  in  the  name  of  the  Municipal 
Council  of  Woodstock  the  farm  Oliphant’s  Iloek  and  the  water  rights,  and  that  you 
were  going  to  issue  debentures  for  the  £20,000,  but  the  notice  which  you  inserted  in 
the  Gazette  led  the  people  who  saw  it  to  believe  that  you  were  negotiating  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  146  of  Act  45  of  1882,  thereby  professing  that  yo.u  were  issuing 
these  debentures  under  that  section  ;  the  section  of  the  Act  reads  as  follows  : 
*■  No  proposition  for  borrowing  money  i’er  any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be 
adopted  by  the  Council,  unless  a  notice  thereof  has  been  published  in  the  Government 
Gazette  and  also  twice  in  some  newspaper  generally  circulating  in  the  neighbourhood, 
not  less  than  one  month  nor  more  than  three  months  before  such  proposition  is 
adopted,  stating  the  amount  of  the  moneys  proposed  to  be  borrowed,  and  the  purposes 
for  which  the  loan  is  to  be  applied,  and  in  case  such  loan  is  to  be  expended  in  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  any  land,  works,  or  undertakings,  specifying  such  land,  works,  or  undertakings, 
and  in  case  the  loan  is  to  be  expended  in  the  construction  of  works  or  undertakings, 
stating  that  the  plans  and  specifications  and  estimate  of  such  works,  and  the  state¬ 
ment  hereinbefore  mentioned,  are  open  for  inspection  at  the  office  of  the  Council.’’ 
So  that  when  you  were  announcing  to  the  public  that  you  were  issuing  these  debentures 
under  Section  146  you  were  well  aware  that  you  were  not  complying  with  the  Section  ? 
— Yes,  we  were  aware  of  that,  but  we  had  not  the  time  to  consult  the  ratepayers,  and 
so  we  purchased  the  land.  We  did  it  on  a  former  occasion  when  we  purchased  a  place 
for  £250,  and  afterwards  sold  a  part  of  it  for  £20,000. 

3971.  And  you  are  aware  that  you  were  making  yourself  personally  responsible  ? 
— I  am  perfectly  prepared  to  take  the  responsibility,  but  the  ratepayers  have  consented 
to  take  the  thing ;  they  are  keen  on  having  it. 

3972.  Until  they  did  so  you  held  yourselves  personally  responsible  ? — Yes. 

3973.  And  now  that  the  ratepayers  have  consented,  you  feel  that  you  are 
practically  relieved  ? — I  don’t  care  which  way  it  goes. 

3974.  Dr.  Gregory.^  You  have  consulted  the  ratepayers  and  obtained  their 
sanction  to  this  scheme  now  ? — Yes,  we  had  a  very  large  representative  meeting  in  St. 
Mary’s  Hall. 

3975.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  Assuming,  with  regard  to  the  purchase  of  this  farm,  that  in 
consequence  of  any  arrangement  suggested  by  this  Commission  being  afterwards 
carried  out  abundance  of  water  was  forthcoming,  the  ratepayers  of  Woodstock  would 
be  perfectly  satisfied  so  long  as  they  could  get  a  bountiful  supply  of  water,  irrespective 
of  where  it  comes  from  ? — Well,  I  think  they  would  prefer  to  get  it  from  Oliphant’s 
Hoek,  because  the  profits  which  will  be  derived  from  that  scheme  will  afterwards  reduce 
the  cost  of  the  water.  There  is  no  tenants’  rate  in  Woodstock,  and  we  have  never 
gone  beyond  2d.  in  the  £  for  the  owners’  rate. 

3976.  One  could  understand  perhaps  that  as  the  Councillors  have  made  themselves 
personally  responsible,  they  would  wish  Oliphant’s  Hoek  to  be  carried  through  rather 
than  anything  else,  but  so  far  as  the  ratepayers  generally  are  concerned,  all  they  want 
is  an  abundant  supply  of  water,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  them  where  it  is 
brought  from  ? — No  ;  they  want  it  from  Oliphant’s  Hoek,  because  there  will  be  the 
profits  derived  from  it. 

3977.  Dr.  Gregory  ]  There  should  be  no  profits? — Why  not;  how  are  we  to  exist? 

3978.  It  is  one  of  those  necessaries  of  life  which  should  not  be  run  at  a  profit  ? — 
I  agree  that  we  should  supply  the  water  as  cheaply  as  possible. 

3979.  Mr.  Gurney .]  If  a  scheme  providing  an  abundant  supply  of  water  for  the 
whole  of  the  Peninsula  at  a  cheap  rate  were  forthcoming,  the  ratepayers  would  get  just 
as  much  benefit  from  the  big  water  scheme,  would  they  not  ? — You  would  not  be  able 
to  work  it  as  cheaply  as  we  would  be  able  to  work  it  ourselves.  As  a  rule,  Government 
does  not  work  things  cheaply. 

3980.  Chairman .]  It  need  not  necessarily  be  the  Government  ? — That  is  so. 

3981.  Mr.  de  V Utters.']  You  don’t  know  anything  abo  it  the  farms  below  the 
Paarl,  as  to  whether  they  use  the  water  in  the  Berg  River  or  not?— No,  I  don’t  think 
they  use  it  there  at  all,  and  I  don’t  think  they  can  use  it  for  drinking  purposes  either 
as  there  is  a  wool  washing  business  going  on 

3982.  You  say  they  could  not  use  the  water  of  the  Berg  River  ? — They  could,  but 
they  would  have  to  pump  it. 

3983.  There  are  other  ways  of  getting  at  the  water,  they  could  take  it  out  higher 
up  by  means  of  furrows,  which  is  often  done  ? — The  river  lies  very  low,  and  the  fax-ms 
are  lying  high  up,  and  I  don’t  think  the  farmers  would  do  that. 

3984  You  agree  that  the  value  of  a  farm  is  diminished  if  the  water  supply  is 
diminished? — Yes,  if  they  use  the  water. 

3985.  But  even  if  they  don’t  use  it,  when  they  want  to  sell  the  farm,  if  there  are 
no  water  riguts  or  if  the  water  rights  have  been  diminished,  the  price  would  be  less  ? — 

I  don’t  know. 
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3986.  You  might  hare  to  let  the  water  run  right  down  to  the  sea  in  the  summer, 

in  the  dry  season  ? — Yes. 

3987.  There  is  very  good  water  on  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  farm  ?— Yes,  there  are 
three  springs. 

3988.  Therefore  you  would  lose  the  use  of  these  springs  in  the  summer  in  the  dry 
season  ? — Yes,  if  we  have  to  let  the  water  run  down  the  river. 

3989.  All  you  oould  do  is  to  catch  up  all  the  surface  water  ? — Yes,  but  the  water 
would  constantly  run  through  our  reservoir.  So  that  the  water  in  the  reservoir  will 
always  remain  clear. 

3990.  Do  you  intend  to  resist  the  claimants  from  the  Paarl  ? — Yes. 

3991.  You  have  no  idea  of  compromising  ? — I  don’t  know  what  they  want. 

3992.  If  they  did  not  get  an  interdiot  they  might  let  you  build  your  reservoir,  and 
afterwards  sue  you  for  damages  if  any  damages  result. 

3993.  You  said  that  the  Colonial  Secretary  had  refused  his  consent  on  account  of 
this  Commission  ? — I  take  it  so. 

3994.  But  if  this  Commission  had  not  been  sitting  he  would  still  have  had  to 
make  up  his  mind  about  this  scheme  ? — I  take  it  so,  hut  also  that  it  was  merely  a 
matter  of  form,  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  would  not  stand  in  the  way  of  an  adequate 
water  supply  for  Woodstock. 

3995  Don’t  you  think  he  would  have  to  use  his  judicial  power  under  the  Act  to 
inquire  into  the  suitability  and  practicability  of  the  scheme  ? — Yes. 

3996.  It  would  be  his  duty  and  he  might  have  to  decide  against  you  whether  this 
Commission  was  sitting  or  not  ? — We  went  into  the  matter  fully  before  we  purchased, 
and  we  have  two  or  three  thoroughly  competent  engineers’  reports 

3997.  Do  you  know  under  what  Act  it  is  proposed  to  go  outside  the  Municipality? 
— Under  the  Act  No.  45  of  1882. 

3998.  But  can  you  go  under  that  Act  ? — I  think  so. 

3999.  Chairman.']  Is  it  not  the  Public  Health  Act  ?— Yes,  that  may  be  it. 

4000.  Mr.  de  Villiers.]  If  those  Municipalities  should  afterwards  suffer  through 
this  ;  the}'  might  very  easily  suffer  because  you  say  you  want  to  supply  the  Railway 
and  also  Maitland,  but  the  Water  Committee  has  been  supplying  them  so  far  with  so 
much  ? — Yes,  but  they  cannot  suffer  because  they  have  not  sufficient  water. 

4001.  But  if  they  could  get  a  scheme  through  by  which  they  would  secure  a 
large  supply  of  water,  then  you  would  be  taking  away  some  of  their  custom  ? — That 
could  be  arranged  :  we  could  suppl}'  the  Water  Board  and  they  could  supply  their 
customers. 

4002.  Assuming  that  you  don’t  supply,  then  there  would  be  competition  ? — 
We  don’t  wish  to  compete. 

4003.  There  may  be  more  water  if  there  are  two  schemes,  but  anyhow  they  might 
either  have  to  make  a  higher  charge  for  their  water  or  else  impose  a  rate  ;  and  in  that 
ease  do  you  think  it  fair  that  these  three  Municipalities  should  suffer  alone  ? — We 
don’t  wish  to  retire. 

4004.  Would  you  consent  to  a  water  charge  being  levied  in  Woodstock  under  the 
Act — whioh  the  four  Municipalities  have  the  power  to  do  ? — They  are  paying  for 
water  now. 

4005.  But  you  are  referring  to  a  water  charge,  and  I  am  referring  to  a  water 
rate  ? — They  would  not  consent  to  a  rate  besides  the  water  charge. 

40;i6.  Have  you  got  authority  from  your,  ratepayers  about  the  Steenbras  River 
Scheme  ?—  No,  we  have  only  just  received  the  report,  but  the  Water  Board  have  asked 
us  to  consider  the  matter. 

4007.  You  don’t  intend  to  oppose  the  scheme  ? — No,  we  won’t  stand  in  their 

way. 

4008.  You  say  that  you  expect,  in  case  you  should  dissolve  partnership,  to  be 
paid  out  ? — If  they  wished  us  to  withdraw  from  the  Board  then  they  should  pay  us 
accordingly. 

40u9.  And  take  over  your  liability? — Yes;  but  it  would  be  a  very  remote 
liability. 

4010.  Yes,  but  how  about  the  creditors  of  the  Municipalities? — They  not  only 
have  got  the  water,  but  there  is  still  available  land  as  well. 

4011.  But  would  the  creditors  be  satisfied? — At  present  the  Standard  Bank  are 
the  greatest  creditors,  and  there  may  be  a  difficulty. 

4012.  Mr.  Stewart.]  1s  it  not  a  fact  that  the  publication  of  initial  proceedings  in 
water  schemes  of  en  lead  to  considerable  expense  ? — Yes,  of  course  litigation  means 
money. 

4013.  What  I  mean  is  that  it  i.s  sometimes  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  the 
Council  that  they  should  proceed  openly  to  select  a  water  scheme  ? — Oh,  certainly.  I 
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wish  to  say  that  people  would  always  be  found  to  oppose  a  scheme ;  for  instance,  ^  CBe\r 

there  is  a  brak-wattr  well  in  Woodstock  which  ordinarily  is  never  used,  and  du'dng  the  ‘  _ * 

last  drought  we  proposed  to  make  use  of  this  water — this  is  called  the  Bromwell — and  25th  April,  1 902 
certain  persons  came  forward  and  opposed  it. 

4014.  In  any  case  it  is  better  from  various  points  of  view  that  the  preliminary 
proceedings  of  the  Council  in  regard  to  a  water  scheme  should  not  be  divulged  ?— -Yes. 

4015.  When  did  you  first  visit  Oliphant’s  Hoek  ? — In  May,  1899. 

401 G.  Could  you  tell  us  briefly  what  were  the  characteristics  upon  which  you 
selected  Oliphant’s  Hoek  as  a  source  of  supply  ? — I  took  into  consideration  more 
or  less  the  water  supply  of  Kalk  Bay  as  far  as  the  construction  of  this  weir  is  con- 
__  oerned,  and  then  we  have  sand  and  stone  and  almost  all  material  which  is  required  on 
the  spot ;  we  would  only  have  to  take  up  cement. 

4017.  And  a  large  quantity  of  water  ? — Yes,  and  also  the  comparative  ease  of 
constructing  a  reservoir. 

4018.  The  great  facilities  for  obtaining  building  material  on  the  spot  ? — Yes. 

4019.  Do  you  remember  if  the  preceding  dry  season  had  been  a  wet  or  a  dry  one, 
comparatively  speaking? — Well,  I  think  it  was  a  very  wet  one. 

4020.  You  don’t  remember  the  state  of  the  season  compared  with  previous  years  ? 

— No,  I  could  not  tell  you. 

4021.  Do  you  remember  if  rain  had  fallen  in  that  district  shortly  before  ? — Yes, 

I  think  so. 

4022.  Is  it  possible  that  the  flow  of  the  stream  may  have  been  increased  by  rain 
at  that  time  ?— Yes. 

4023.  What  you  saw  then  was  not  the  average  dry  weather  flow  ? — No. 

4024.  You  stated  that  the  usual  flow  is  about  2,000,000  gallons  a  day  ? — Yes. 

4025.  Plow  does  that  compai’e  with  the  minimum  flow  ? — Well,  I  should  say  that 
would  be  the  minimum  flow. 

4026.  P’hen  it  is  not  the  usual  flow  ? — No,  I  think  it  is  the  minimum  flow. 

4027.  lias  any  survey  been  made  of  the  catchment  area  ? — Yes. 

4028.  How  large  is  it  ? — 34|  square  miles. 

4029.  Have  any  rainfall  observations  been  made  in  that  area  ? — We  had  a  gauge, 
but  I  could  not  tell  you  whether  we  had  all  the  gaugings  taken. 

4030.  How  many  gauges  do  you  say  ? — One  gauge  only. 

4031.  Do  you  think  one  gauge  for  an  area  of  that  extent  would  give  a  fair  idea  ? 

— Well,  in  the  winter  time  the  whole  place  is  simply  like  a  sponge. 

4032.  But  you  had  no  rainfall  observations  before  you  when  you  visited  it  in  May  ? 

No. 

4033.  Do  you  know  if  the  rainfall  observations  taken  subsequently  are  available  ? 

— I  could  make  inquiries  and  let  you  have  them. 

4034.  What  you  have  given  us  of  the  gaugings  of  the  stream  are  gaugings  taken 
during  the  dry  season  ? — Yes. 

4035.  When  was  the  first  gauging  of  the  stream  taken  ? — I  could  not  tell  you  the 
exact  date,  but  I  could  furnish  you  with  that. 

4036.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  number  of  separate  gaugiugs  which  have  been 
taken  since  the  first  gauging  was  taken  ? — I  think  it  was  taken  every  second  day. 

4037.  For  how  long  during  the  dry  season  ? — All  through  the  dry  season.  The 
old  man  in  charge  of  the  farm  takes  them  and  sends  them  down.  They  are  only  taken 
by  foot-rule  at  the  flow  over  the  weir,  and  then  of  course  the  width  of  the  flow  is  taken 
in  the  calculation. 

4038.  During  how  many  months  have  the  gauging3  been  taken  ? — I  think  we 
started  with  the  gaugings  somewhere  about  three  or  four  mouths  after  we  conolu  led 
the  purchase,  and  the  purchase  was  concluded  in  March,  1900. 

4039.  For  how  many  months  in  the  year  have  the  gaugings  been  taken.  Could 
you  give  the  months  when  they  were  taken  ? — No. 

4040.  Has  any  estimate  been  given  of  the  quantity  of  water  which  flows  off  in  a 
year  in  the  catchment  area  ? — No. 

4041.  I  think  you  mentioned  in  evidence  that  you  had  seen  a  report  on  the 
Steenbras  Scheme  ? — Yes. 

4042.  That  I  think  gives  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  that  may  be  expected  to  flow 
•ff  ? — Yes. 

4043.  But  a  similar  estimate  has  not  been  made  for  Oliphant’s  Hoek  ? — No,  such 
an  exhaustive  report  as  that  of  Mr.  Stewart  of  the  Steenbras  River  has  not  been 
made  of  Oliphant’s  Hoek. 

4044.  The  oatchmeut  area  of  the  Steenbras  River  is  23  square  miles  and  the 
catohment  of  Oliphaut’s  Hoek  is  34  square  miles  ?— Yes,  that  is  right. 
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h  4045.  Assuming,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the  flow  off  is  about  the  same  in 

—  ’’  both  eases,  Oliphants  would  give  a  bigger  yearly  flow  off  than  Steenbras  River  ? — Yes, 
26th  Ap.il, 'lffb*.  I  think  so. 

4046.  Have  the  necessary  works  been  designed  for  impounding  the  water  at 
Oliphant’s  Lloek? — Yes. 

4047.  And  have  trial  pits  been  made  as  regards  the  nature  of  the  foundation? — 
Yes,  I  tliiuk  so. 

404*.  You  are  not  sure  ? — No. 

4049.  Could  we  get  the  contents  of  the  reservoirs  at  different  heights  ? — I  think  so. 

4050  Do  you  know  whether,  in  estimating  the  cost  of  the  work,  the  cost  of  the 
iwoposed  dam  is  taken  for  a  dam  of  such  a  width  that  it  can  be  increased  ultimately  ? 
—Yes. 

4051.  Can  we  get  that  ? — Yes. 

4052.  Do  you  know  if  provision  has  been  made  for  evaporation  ? — I  could  not  tell 

you. 

4053.  Evaporation  in  the  dry  season  is  a  very  considerable  amount  ? — Yes,  by 
wind  and  sun. 

4054.  Do  you  know  the  consumption  of  the  water  per  head  per  day  for  Cape 
Town  ?— No. 

4055.  Would  you  be  astonished  to  hear  that  it  is  at  present  about  24  gallons  per 
head  ? — That  may  be. 

4056.  Then  you  admit  that  the  provision  of  Woodstock  should  be  at  least  equal 
to  Cape  Town  ? — Yes. 

4057.  And  you  don’t  know,  I  suppose,  that  at  the  Commission  at  Johannesburg,  the 
Town  Council  have  requested  the  supply  of  60  gallons  per  head  per  day? — I  am  not 
aware  of  that. 

4058.  Are  there  many  gardens  in  Woodstock  ? — No,  not  very  many. 

4059.  So  that  in  the  future  you  don’t  expect  a  large  quantity  of  water  will  be 
required  for  that  ?— No.  The  gardens,  I  suppose,  all  will  be  subdivided  into  building 
lots. 

4060.  Coming  to  the  question  of  water  rights,  you  stated  that  you  had  acquired 
nil  the  water  rights  on  this  stream  down  to  Berg  River,  but  you  did  not  require  any 
on  the  Berg  River. 

4061.  I  suppose  it  would  be  quite  possible  in  years  to  come  for  a  syndicate  or 
company  to  be  formed  to  pump  water  out  of  the  Berg  River  below  where  you  secure 
the  water  rights  ? — I  think  so. 

4062.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  a  man  having  a  right  to  that  water  from 
pumping  it  away  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

4063.  Are  you  aware  of  the  arbitration  proceedings  that  took  place  in  connection 
with  the  Wynberg  Waterworks  ? — No. 

4064.  Nor  those  at  Port  Elizabeth  ? — No. 

4065.  You  mention  that  the  drawback  to  the  Steenbras  Scheme  is  the  fact  that 
there  would  have  to  be  a  tunnel  ? — I  said  it  would  not  cost  so  much  to  bring  thewater  from 
Oliphant’s  lloek  as  it  would  cost  from  Steenbras.  The  estimate  for  Steenbras  exceeds 
that  of  the  Oliphants  Hoek  by  £50,000. 

4066.  For  the  same  quantity  of  water  ? — Yes,  15  or  18  inch  pipe.  And  that  is, 
I  think,  for  making  the  dam  wide  enough  so  that  it  is  possible  afterwards  to  store 
6,000,000,000  gallons. 

4067.  But  if  there  is  a  difference  in  the  estimate,  it  may  be  accounted  for  that  in 
the  one  case  the  wall  is  to  be  sufficiently  large  to  "be  raised  afterwards  to  hold 
6,000,000,000  gallons  and  in  the  other  case  pr  rvision  is  not  ? — Yes. 

406*.  But,  in  computing  this  6,000,000,000  gallons  ns  you  have  done,  you  may  not 
be  quite  correct  ? — Perhaps  not. 

4069.  Dr.  AndenonD]  You  had  some  plans  prepared  before  the  ratepayers’ 
meeting.  Who  prepared  them  ? — Mr.  Menmuir,  the  Municipal  Engineer. 

4070.  AVere  all  the  surveys  and  gaugings  made  by  him  ? — No,  some  were  made 
by  a  former  Engineer.  The  levelling  of  the  pipes  on  the  track  was  made  by  another 
Engineer. 

4071.  You  had  no  gaugings  taken  before  March,  1900  ? — No. 

4072.  You  were  exactly  in  a  similar  position  with  regard  to  the  Oliphant’s  Ho&k 
water  in  March,  1900,  as  you  were  in  May,  1899,  when  you  first,  saw  it  ? — We  merely 
took  a  superficial  gauging  then. 

4073.  Since  this  you  had  various  enquiries  made  into  the  water  supply,  but  have 
you  had  the  water  analysed  ? — Yes,  at  various  times  ;  by  Dr.  Hewat,  I  think. 

4074.  Can  we  get  a  copy  of  hisueport? — Yes. 
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4075.  Mr.  Lawrence.']  You  said  you  had  4,000  houses  at  Woodstock,  and  2,000  of 
them  were  supplied  by  the  Waterworks  Gjmpany  through  you,  roughly  speaking? — 
Yes,  one  part  of  Woodstock  is  supplied  direct  by  the  Water  Board — Woodstock  No. 
2 — which  was  giveu  to  us  in  1895,  when  the  Government  appointed  a  Commission  to 
form  the  boundaries,  and  it  forms  a  large  area  between  Salt  Elver  and  Observatory. 

4076.  The  whole  population  is  supplied  from  one  source  ? — Yes. 

4077.  You  have  no  wells? — They  are  not  allowed  to  use  the  wells. 

4078.  You  have  heard  that  we  want  10,000,000  gallons  of  water  per  day  for  the 
Peninsula,  can  you  tell  us  where  we  could  get  it  ? — No,  I  don’t  know. 

4079.  You  don’t  think  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  could  supply  that  ? — No. 

4080.  Chairman.]  Do  I  understand  that  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Eiver  is  fed  entirely 
by  rain  fall  ? — No,  there  are  springs. 

4081.  Is  there  any  spring  like  the  Albion  Spring? — I  have  not  been  up  to  the 
source,  but  there  are  three  distinct  springs. 

4082.  Have  you  seen  these  springs  ? — No,  it  was  too  high  up  for  me. 

4083.  I  think  I  heard  you  say  that  the  Committee  of  Management  of  the  water 
for  the  four  Municipalities  approached  you  recently  on  the  sub]  ect  of  the  Steenbras 
Scheme  ;  what  did  they  ask  you  to  do  ? — They  wanted  us  to  consent  to  take  over  the 
scheme. 

4084.  "When  was  that  ? — Not  very  long  ago. 

4085.  Was  it  since  you  entered  into  negotiation  with  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek,  since 
you  issued  those  debentures? — Yes,  not  long  since;  it  was  quite  recently. 

4086.  And  you  declined  ? — -Well,  we  have  not  had  Mr.  Stewart’s  report  before 
ub,  and  we  have  only  j  ust  received  it. 

4087.  Do  you  think  th  re  is  any  danger  of  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  area  suffering  from 
drought  ? — Well,  I  spoke  to  a  Mr.  Peplar,  the  former, proprietor,  who  has  been  living 
there  for  a  long  time,  and  he  'told  me  that  the  stream  could  always  be  relied  upon. 

4088.  But  supposing  that  there  was  no  rain  for  about  twelve  months,  which  is  no 
uncommon  thing  in  this  country,  would  you  be  dependent  entirely  for  the  natural  flow 
of  the  river  which  would  have  to  go  down  to  the  Berg  Eiver? — I  don’t  think  it  is 
possible  in  Cape  Town  that  we  will  be  twelve  months  without  rain. 

4089.  But  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  in  this  country  ? — Not  in  the  Peninsula. 

4090.  Supposing  there  was  a  shortfall  of  rain,  then  you  would  not  be  able  to 
store  water  ? — I  suppose  so. 

4091.  Then  you  would  be  praotieally  without  water  if  the  natural  flow  has  to  go 
down  the  river  ? — Those  are  all  possibilities. 

4092.  But  they  have  to  be  taken  into  account? — Yes;  but  if  the  springs  were 
opened  up  they  may  increase. 

4093.  When  you  say  that  you  have  been  approached  about  the  Steenbras  Scheme, 
were  you  approached  as  the  Town  Council  or  as  members  of  the  Joint  Committee  ?  — 
As  the  Town  Council  of  Woodstock;  they  would  have  to  approve  of  it. 

4094.  Was  the  same  proposal  submitted  to  Eondebosoh  and  Claremont  ? — To 
Claremont ;  Eoudebosch  and  Mowbray  are  the  owners. 

4094(a).  They  approached  the  Joint  Committee,  and  then  the  Committee  came  to 
you  ? — Yes. 

4095.  And  has  the  Joint  Committee  done  any  tiling  in  the  matter  within  your 
knowledge  ? — No,  they  have  done  nothing. 

4096.  Nothing  in  the  way  of  accepting  either  of  the  schemes  ? — No. 

4097.  Mr.  Gurnet/.]  When  Woodstock  found  that  it  was  short  of  water,  you 
spent  some  money  on  waterboring  ? — Yes. 

4097(a).  Did  not  the  firm  that  undertook  that,  offer  to  do  it  for  a  lamp  sum  of 
£500,  only  payable  when  they  found  you  a  supply  of  some  150,000  to  200,000  gallons 
per  day  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  that,  but  the/  wanted  to  bore  in  our  Municipal  yard, 
and  we  told  them  that  that  was  no  good,  as  we  wanted  the  water  for  higher  levels. 

4098.  Did  not  they  offer  to  take  the  risk  if  you  allowed  them  to  bore  where  they 
liked?— t-I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

4099.  And  was  it  not  rather  that  they  said  that  they  would  put  down  bore  holes 
to  any  extent  if  you  would  allow  them,  for  so  certain  were  they  of  finding  water  that 
they  could  even  find  it  at  the  back  of  your  offices  ? — No,  I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

4100.  The  officer  who  made  the  investigation  reminded  the  Counoil  that  this 
firm  had  made  this  offer  to  bore  at  their  own  risk  only  to  be  paid  £500  for  each 
separate  supply  that  they  produced  of  150,000  gallons  a  day  ? — 1  don’t  know  anything 
about  that. 

4101.  But  that  the  Council  insisted  on  their  going  to  bore  at  the  block-house  ? — 

We  did  not  restriot  them  to  the  block-house,  but  we  wanted  them  to  bore  on  the 
mountain  side  so  as  to  supply  the  high  levels.  .  , 


Mr. 

0  C.  Sthr. 
2oth  April,  190 
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G  4102.  Did  they  not  report  to  you  that  this  place  where  you  wanted  them  to  bore 

—  '  was  the  driest  part  of  the  mountain,  and  that  it  would  be  throwing  money  away? — 

iMth  April.  1902.  Why  did  they  come  ?  We  told  them  anywhere  upon  the  mountain  side,  so  long  as  we 
got  the  water  for  the  higher  levels. 

4103.  I  think  your  recollection  is  not  quite  aocurate? — It  is  quite  acourate. 

4104.  At  any  rate,  it  was  after  this  abortive  boring  somewhere  near  the  block¬ 
house,  that  you  took  up  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  scheme  ? — They  bored  at  the  baok  of 
the  House  of  Mercy. 

4105.  I  don’t  think  you  have  quite  a  clear  recolleotion  of  this  matter,  and  I  shall 
be  glad  if  you  would  refresh  your  memory,  so  that  we  could  ask  you  some  further 
questions  upon  it  when  you  come  again  ? — Yes. 


MONDAY,  28th  APRIL,  1902. 

Present  : 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  A. 

Dr.  A. 

Mr.  T. 

Mr.  Robert  William  Menmuir  examined. 


J.  Gtkegory. 
J.  Anderson. 
N.  Dyer. 


Mr.  W.  E/  Gttrney. 

Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  be  Villiers. 


Mr.  4106.  Chairman.']  What  is  your  full  name,  Mr.  Menmuir? — Robert  William 

R.  W.  Menmuir.  Menmuir. 

28th  April,  l<i02.  41  07.  Your  professional  qualifications  ? — I  am  an  Associate  Member  of  the 

Institution  of  Civil  Engineers. 

4108.  And  you  are  resident  engineer  at  Woodstock? — Yes,  I  am  the  Town 
Engineer  of  Woodstock. 

4109.  How  long  have  you  been  in  that  capacity  in  the  service  of  the  Municipality 
of  Woodstock  ? — For  about  nine  months. 

4110.  And  where  were  you  engaged  before  that? — I  was  Deputy  Borough 
Engineer  in  Ipswich. 

4111.  Did  you  come  out  to  the  Colony  under  an  engagement  to  Woodstock? — 
Yes ;  I  was  appointed  in  England. 

4112.  By  the  Woodstock  Council  ? — Yes. 

4113.  Was  that  with  special  reference  to  the  water  scheme  at  present  before  the 
Council  ? — No,  generally  as  Town  Engineer. 

4114.  And  have  you  had  experience  in  hydraulic  works  in  England? — Yes. 

4115.  Were  you  connected  with  the  Waterworks  of  the  Ipswich  Corporation  ?  — 
No,  I  was  assistant  waterworks  engineer  at  Lancaster. 

4116.  Now  I  presume  it  was  very  soon  after  you  came  out  that  the  Woodstock 
Council  required  you  to  inspect  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  proposition  ? — I  had  been  out  about 
four  or  five  months. 

4117.  And  your  first  visit  took  place  about  four  or  five  months  ago  ? — December 
the  5th  was  the  date. 

4118.  And  were  any  reports  or  observations  made  by  other  Engineers  handed  to 
you  at  the  time  ? — I  have  seen  only  odo  report. 

4119.  Who  is  that  by? — Mr.  Wright. 

4120.  Can  you  put  a  copy  of  that  report  in  before  the  Commission  ? — I  am  afraid 
I  could  not. 

4121.  Why  ?  Is  it  private  property  ? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of.  I  have  not  got 
a  copy  here,  but  I  could  forward  you  one,  I  think. 

4122.  Where  is  the  report? — In  my  office. 

4123.  Is  it  not  regarded  as  a  private  document  ? — No. 

4124.  And  therefore  it  i6  available  for  the  Commission  ? — Oh,  yes ;  I  could  have 
»  ©spy  made  for  you. 
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4125.  Is  that  the  Mr.  Wright  who  is  at  present  constructing  the  Joint  Committee’s 

reservoir  ? — Yes,  the  same  gentleman.  s'  ^  •  Mtnmwr. 

4126.  In  what  capacity  had  he  been  employed  by  the  Woodstock  Municipality  ?  28tk  April,  1902 
— He  completed  the  survey  from  Klapmuts  to  Town. 

4127.  That  report;  does  it  deal  with  the  capabilities  of  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
River  ? — To  a  certain  extent. 

4128.  Do  you  know  how  long  he  had  been  engaged  in  connection  with  that  work  ? 

— I  could  not  say  for  certain,  but  I  think  for  about  three  or  four  months. 

4129.  It  will  appear  from  the  report,  I  suppose  ? — Yes,  I  daresay  it  will. 

4130.  Has  any  other  engineer  been  engaged  on  that  scheme? — Yes,  I  believe  Mr. 

Gray  made  a  proposal  which  had  something  to  do  with  it. 

4131.  Have  you  any  report  from  Mr.  Gray  ? — No. 

4132.  You  are  not  aware  as  to  whether  there  are  any  other  reports  in  existence? 

— No,  1  am  not  aware  that  there  are  any ;  at  any  rate  I  have  not  seen  any. 

4133.  As  far  as  you  know,  was  Mr.  Gray  the  first  engineer  who  reported  on  that 
scheme  ? — Yes,  I  believe  so. 

4134.  As  far  as  you  know,  was  it  in  consequence  of  his  reports  that  the  Town 
Council  acquired  certain  rights  in  that  direction  ? — That  I  cannot  say. 

4135.  The  first  written  report  which  you  have  on  the  whole  scheme  is  that  of  Mr. 

Wright  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

4136.  Would  you  tell  the  Commission  or  give  the  Commission  some  details  of  the 
nature  of  the  various  surveys  you  have  made  in  connection  with  the  scheme? — Yes, 
perhaps  I  lxad  better  start  with  the  reservoir  at  the  top  and  come  down  this  wajr. 

4137.  Just  give  us  the  details  as  accurately  as  possible  without  going  into 
unnecessary  matters.  An  idea  of  what  the  scheme  involves  from  A  to  Z  ? — Yes,  but 
would  you  like  me  to  give  the  scales  ? 

4138.  No;  I  believe  there  is  a  stream  the  origin  of  which  has  not  been  clearly 
indicated  to  us  ? — Perhaps  I  had  better  commence  to  answer  the  question  by  stating 
that  the  watershed  area  is  about  34  square  miles. 

4139.  Put  the  Commission  in  possession  of  the  main  facts  of  the  scheme  ? — I  have 
a  report  here,  Mr.  Chairman. 

4140.  Will  you  kindly  read  it  ? — Yes;  the  first  paragraph  is  as  follows  :  — 

“  Woodstock  Municipal  Offices, 

“  February  12th,  1902. 


“OLIPHANT’S  HOEK  WATER  SUPPLY. 


“  WATERSHED. 

“  Measuring  from  the  Surveyor-General’s  map,  the  distance  from  proposed 
Oliphant’s  Hoek  Reservoir  to  the  farthest  source  of  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  is  about 
eiglit  miles,  the  area  of  the  Watershed  above  the  reservoir  is  about  34  square 
miles,  and  on  the  basis  of  30  inohes  rainfall  less  one-tliird  for  evaporation  and 
absorption,  and  taking  three  millions  of  gallons  per  day,  only  one  part  in  ten  of 
the  water  will  be  abstracted,  but  taking  the  whole  area  of  the  Berg  River  Water¬ 
shed,  above  the  Paarl,  which  is  203  square  miles,  only  one  part  in  60  will  be 
abstracted  from  such  river.” 

4141.  How  many  of  the  facts  mentioned  in  that  paragraph  are  from  your  own 
observations  ? — T  have  had  to  use  the  Surveyor-General’s  maps  which  I  take  it  will  be 
admitted  to  be  correct.  There  is  one  here. 

4142.  Is  that  the  same  map  as  the  one  suspended  in  this  room  ? — No,  it  is  on  a 
larger  scale. 

4143.  The  distance  from  the  reservoir  to  the  furthest  point  of  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek 
Stream  is  about  eight  miles  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

4144.  And  on  the  same  map  ba«is  you  have  an  area  of  watershed  of  34  square 
miles  ? — Yes. 

4145.  And  you  taken  basis  of  thirty  inches  of  rainfall  ? — Yes. 

4146.  Where  do  you  get  that  basis  ? — That  is  simply  an  assumption  ;  we  have 
no  rainfall  returns  whatever.  At  the  time  when  the  purchase  was  made  some  gauges 
were  fixed,  but  they  have  been  destroyed. 

4147.  Have  you  inquired  from  the  Meteorological  Commission? — No,  but  I 
understand  that  there  is  no  station  nearer  than  the  Paarl, 
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j,  lf.  4148.  Have  you  made  any  inquiries  as  to  where  the  nearest  rain  gauges  are 

J —  placed  to  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  River  ? — No,  I  have  only  the  return  which  is  given  iu 

28th. April,  1902.  he  “  Argus  Annual.” 

4149.  Are  you  not  aware  that  there  is  a  Meteorological  Commission  in  this 
Colony  ? — I  am  aware  of  that. 

4150.  But  you  have  not  searched  their  records  ? — No. 

4151.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  term  in  the  report  “  taking  the  whole  area  of 
the  Berg  River  watershed,  above  the  Paarl,  which  is  203  square  miles,  only  one  part  in 
sixty  will  be  abstracted  from  such  river  ”  ? — I  wanted  to  show  what  an  infinitesimal 
quantity  it  would  be  that  we  would  abstract  from  the  river. 

4152.  That  is  what  is  meant  by  that? — Yes. 

4153.  On  what  foundation  do  you  estimate  the  area  above  the  Paarl  as  203  square 
miles  ? — By  the  Surveyor-General’s  map. 

4154.  From  the  same  source  ? — Yes. 

4155.  You  have  really  not  verified  these  estimates  by  practical  observations  con¬ 
ducted  by  3'ourself  ? — I  have  got  no  rain  gaugings,  if  that  is  what  you  mean 

4156.  Are  there  any  springs  at  the  source  of  that  river  of  any  great  etrength  ? — 
Oue  spring  which  is  directly  above  the  reservoir. 

4157.  But  the  river  runs  eight  miles  before  it  reaches  the  reservoir  ? — Yes,  it  is  at 
the  Oliphant’s  Kloof — at  the  top  of  the  valley  ;  and  from  what  I  have  beeu  told — I 
don’t  know  it  from  personal  knowledge — that  Spring  has  never  failed  yet. 

4158.  Have  you  gauged  that  stream  ? — Only  in  connection  with  the  other 
Spring  ;  our  gauging  takes  the  three  Springs. 

4159.  You  have  only  one  gauge  ? — Yes,  it  takes  the  whole  lot  which  will  serve 
the  reservoir. 

4160.  Fixed  at  a  point  below  the  junction  of  the  three  head  waters : — Yes. 

4161 .  Then  do  all  these  three  head  waters  rise  in  springs  ? — I  could  not  say  ;  I 
have  been  over  the  ground,  and  the  average  rise  of  the  watershed  is  about  two  thou¬ 
sand  feet  above  the  reservoir  itself. 

4162.  Have  you  been  on  the  spring  from  which  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  River 
comes  ? — No. 

4163.  Has  that  been  gauged  by  anyone  ?  —Only  combined  with  the  others  as  I 
explained  to  you. 

4164.  At  that  point  below  the  junction  of  the  three  ? — Yes. 

4165.  Well  then,  I  take  it  that,  barping  that  spring  at  the  head  of  the  Oliphant’s 
Hoek  River  stream,  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  water  of  the  other  streams  is  not 
simply  raiu  water  as  it  falls  ? — That  I  cannot  say ;  my  own  impression  is  that  they 
are  all  three  fountains. 

4166.  But  to  what  extent  you  don’t  know  ? — No. 

4167.  At  any  rate  you  have  taken  gaugings  at  the  junction  of  the  three  streams? 
— Yes. 

4168.  And  over  what  time  do  they  extend? — Mine  unfortunately  extended  only 
over  four  months  :  from  December  1st  to  the  end  of  March.  And  on  December  1st 
4|  millions  come  over;  it  decreases  on  the  21st  December  to  millions;  in  the 
beginning  of  January  it  goes  up  again  to  eleven  millions  ;  and  on  the  12th  of  January 
it  was  as  high  as  83  millions ;  then  it  goes  back  again  to  2^  millions  on  the  30th 
January  ;  and  for  the  whole  month  of  February  I  dares  ty  the  average  would  be  about 
2\  million  gallons  a  day.  I  could  put  in  a  copy  of  these  gaugings  afterwards,  if  the 
Commission  desire  to  have  it. 

4169.  These  are  the  only  gaugings  that  you  have  been  able  to-  take? — There  are 
others  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Wright ;  I  have  tried  to  get  them,  but  he  is  away  at 
present. 

4170.  At  any  rate,  these  gaugings  were  taken  by  you  between  the  1st  December 
and  the  27t,h  March  ? — Yes. 

4171.  And  for  the  accuracy  of  these  you  are  prepared  to  vouch  ? — Yes. 

4172.  Aud  they  are  based  upon  gaugings  taken  by  yourself  at  the  point  below  the 
junction  of  the  three  head  streams  of  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek? — Yes. 

4173.  Can  you  give  us  this  report  to-day  ?— -No,  I  cannot,  but  I  will  try  and  send 
it  to  you  to-morrow.  I  had  such  short  notice  that  really  I  had  no  time  to  prepare. 

4174.  Now,  could  you  tell  us  how  far  it  is  from  the  head  waters  of  these  three 
streams  to  where  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  river  debouches  on  the  Berg  River? — I  could 
not  without' measuring,  but  I  could  measure  it  for  you  from  the  tracing  produced. 

4175.  You  have  not  gone  over  the  grounds  ? — No  ;  I  could  measure  it  from  the 
big  map  I  have  here,  from  which  it  works  out  to  about  85  miles  from  the  reservoir  to 
the  debouchure  of  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  and  the  Berg  Rivers,  and  from  the  reservoir  to 
the  furthest  exient  of  the  catchment  area  is  another  eight  miles. 
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4176.  That  would  represent  the  length  of  that  stream  to  be  about  sixteen  miles?  ^  rr^enmuir 

— Yes,  that  is  so.  ' — 1 

4177.  '  Are  there  private  farms  on  both  sides  of  that  stream  ? — The  little  plan  shows  28th  April,  1902 
the  farms.  The  farm  Oliphant’s  Hcek  and  a  portion  of  the  farm  Le  Roque  belongs 

to  us,  and  we  also  have  some  rights  over  the  Tigers  Hoek  farm. 

4178.  What  rights  ?  On  the  Upper  North  Bank  of  the  river  ? — Yes. 

4179.  Have  you  bought  the  riparian  rights  down  to  the  Berg  River  on  both  sides  ? 

—Yes. 


4180.  Including  such  streams  as  flow  into  Wemmer’s  Hoek  River  ? — Yes. 

4181.  There  are  some  smaller  streams  marked  on  this  map  as  running  into  the 
Wemmer’s  Hoek  River? — The  Tiger  Kloof  is  shown,  and  we  have  the  right  to  take 
the  water  from  that  also,  but  that  is  below  our  reservoir. 

4182.  As  far  as  you  know  that  is  the  lowest  brauch  river  from  which  you  could 
take  the  water  ? — Yes;  that  is  a  joint  right,  but  it  does  not  affect  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
scheme  which  is  above  it. 

4183.  Well  then  the  proposal  is  to  build  the  reservoir  below  the  junction  of  these 
three  upper  streams  ? — Yes. 

4184.  Will  you  kindly  read  further  from  your  report  ? — Yes,  paragraph  two  is  as 
follows: — “Oliphant’s  Hoek  Reservoir:  The  capacity  of  the  proposed  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
Reservoir  is  280  million  gallons,  and  this  will  hold  93  days’  supply  without  any  water 
from  the  stream  being  taken  into  account,  although  on  the  5th  of  this  month  the 
amount  of  water  running  down  the  stream  and  over  our  gauge  is  2|  inches,  represent  ■ 
mg  some  2,187,360  gallons  in  24  hours  ;  on  January  14th  it  was  5  inches,  representing 
6,220,800  gallons  in  24  hours,  and  this  during  a  period  of  drought.  The  top  water 
level  of  the  reservoir  will  be  1,296  feet  above  low  water  of  Table  Bay.  It  is  proposed 
to  construct  a  substantial  dam  for  impounding  the  above  quantity  of  water  with  proper 
overflow  for  storm  water  ;  a  valve  tower  within  the  reservoir-  to  control  the  supply.  A 
culvert  to  go  from. the  tower  through  the  solid  ground.  The  water  main  will  be 
carried  on  proper  bearers  within  the  culvert.” 

4185.  Perhaps  you  would  explain  to  the  Commission  what  the  nature  is  of  the 
gauge  that  has  been  put  up  at  that  river  ? — It  is  the  ordinary  timber  construction. 

4186.  Some  of  the  members  do  not  know  much  about  these  matters,  and  I  shall 
be  glad  if  you  will  kindly  explain  to  us  exactly  the  nature  of  the  structure  ? — Planks 
have  been  built  across  the  stream,  and  a  strip  of  steel  has  been  fastened  to  the  top  and 
we  measure  the  height  according  to  that  ;  I  may  say  that  the  width  of  the  weir  is  twelve 
feet. 


4187.  Is  that  the  ordinary  method  of  doing  that  kind  of  work  ? — Yes. 

4188.  And  you  are  satisfied  with  the  results  obtained  from  this  ? — Yes. 

4189.  And  tljey  have  been  conducted  by  yourself  ? — Yes,  of  course  my  men  have 
put  up  the  structure. 

4190.  For  these  observations  you  are  prepared  to  vouch  ? — Yes. 

4191.  Will  you  read  further  from  your  report  ? — Yes,  the  rest  of  the  report  is  as 
follows  : — 


“  PIPE  LINE. 

“  For  three  miles  from  the  reservoir  it  is  proposed  to  use  13  inch  steel 
pipe,  having  a  hydraulic  inclination  of  1  in  41  :  a  break  pressure  tank  will  be  at 
the  end  of  this  pipe,  from  three  miles  to  twenty  miles  (17  miles  length)  a  19  inch 
steel  pipe  will  be  placed,  and  another  break  pressure  tank  at  the  end  thereof. 
From  20  miles  to  the  terminus  in  Mountain  Road,  Woodstock,  a  length  of  25  miles 
with  a  hydraulic  inclination  of  1  in  528—  it  is  proposed  to  use  a  20  inch  steel  pipe. 
The  greatest  pressure  in  the  pipe  will  occur  near  Salt  River  Station,  and  will  be 
304  lb.  per  square  inch,  and  the  intensity  of  stress  upon  the  £  inch  metal  of  the 
pipe  will  be  about  5  tons  per  square  inch. 

“SERVICE  RESERVOIR. 

“  The  position  of  the  proposed  reservoir  at  top  of  Mountain  Road  is  at  the 
junction  with  the  road  leading  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  Blockhouse  ;  this  reservoir 
will  have  a  capacity  of  about  8  million  gallons,  and  the  top  water  level  will  be  426 
feet  above  low  water  of  Fable  Bay.  A  valve  tower  will  be  placed  within  the 
reservoir,  and  a  culvert  will  he  built  from  the  tower  through  the  solid  ground,  the 
water  main  being  placed  therein  on  proper  bearers,  and  then  taken  down  Moun¬ 
tain  Road  to  the  distributing  main. 

Sgd.  R.  W.  Menmuir,  A.M.Inst.  C.E., 
Town  Engineer.” 

[G.  21—1902.]  z 
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R  4192.  These  recommendations  are  yours  ? — Yes. 

..^um.uir.  4193.  Ami  this  report  is  based  on  your  recommendation  of  the  proposed  scheme? 

28th  April,  1902.  »— Yes. 

4194.  Have  you  suggested  all  these  things  yourself,  or  has  any  other  gentleman 
been  previously  associated  with  you  on  the  work  ? — Well,  these  are  my  suggestions 
undoubtedly,  and  I  have  not  been  associated  with  anyone  else. 

4195.  Have  these  recommendations  been  approved  of  by  the  Counoil? — Yes. 

4196.  They  have  been  adopted  by  the  Town  Council? — Yes. 

4197.  But  nothing  has  been  done  up  to  this  time  in  the  way  of  giving  effect  to 
that  ? — No,-  unfortunately  not. 

4198.  Are  there  gaugings  going  on  still  ? — Yes. 

4199.  I  suppose  you  find  that  they  are  very  much  affected  by  the  condition  of  the 
weather  ? — Yes,  undoubtedly. 

4200.  But  no  gaugings  have  been  taken  completely  through  a  dry  season  ? — Well, 
the  gaugings  that  I  have  are  intended  to  embrace  the  dry  season  of  this  year  from 
December  to  March. 

4201.  There  is  another  report  which  has  been  put  in  in  connection  with  the  water 
supply,  and  it  is  signed  by  Mr.  E.  8.  Smith,  Town  Clerk  of  Woodstock,  giving  us 
certain  statistics  ;  are  you  acquainted  with  that  report  ? — Yes. 

4202.  Are  the  facts  and  figures  given  in  that  report  in  any  way  based  upon 
figures  supplied  by  yourself  ? — Undoubtedly,  yes. 

4203.  That  estimate  of  500,000  gallons  daily  to  Woodstock  is  your  estimate  ? — 

Yes. 

4204.  And  the  estimate  of  300,000  gallons  daily  to  the  Railway  Department  is 
also  your  estimate  ? — Yes. 

4205.  On  what  do  you  base  that  estimate  ? — At  the  present  time  the  Railway 
Department  is  supplied  through  a  meter  at  Woodstock,  which  is  deducted  from  our 
supply,  so  that  we  know  at  the  present  time  what  they  are  consuming. 

4206.  And  what  are  they  consuming  now  ? — I  could  not  tell  you ;  I  have  for¬ 
gotten. 

4207.  But  on  what  do  you  base  ycur  estimate  of  their  requirements  ? — We  know 
that  they  are  very  short  of  water  and  that  they  would  willingly  take  twioe  the  quantity 
they  are  getting  at  present. 

4208.  That  estimate  supposes  you  alone  supply  them  ? — They  cannot  get  water 
llnless  it  is  given  to  them  through  the  Woodstock  main,  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  fair 
assumption  of  what  they  would  require. 

4209.  They  are  at  present  taking  water  from  the  Joint  Water  Committee  of 
Management  of  the  Councils  ? — Yes. 

4210.  The  Woodstock  Council  is  responsible  to  the  Joint  Water  Committee  of 
Management  for  a  certain  revenue  ? — Yes.  The  Railway  Department  have  been 
getting  their  water  direct  from  the  Joint  Water  Committee  of  Management.  It  is 
supplied  by  meter  and  the  quantity  is  deducted  from  ours. 

4211.  Now,  if  the  Joint  Committee  are  deprived  of  this  delivery  of  water  to  the 
Railway  Department,  it  would  be  a  loss  of  revenue  to  them? — Undoubtedly. 

4212.  Then  that  loss  would  fall  back  upon  the  Woodstock  Council,  as  well  as  on 
the  other  Councils  ? — I  daresay  they  could,  arrange  to  take  a  certain  quantity  of 
water  from  the  joint  concern.  I  know  that  they  have  been  very  hard  pressed  for 
water. 

4213.  They  are  at  present  consuming  170,000  gallons  per  day  ? — Yes. 

4214.  And  you  propose  to  supply  them  with  300,000  gallons  ? — Yes. 

4215.  And  that  would  practically  abolish  the  dependence  of  the  Railway  Depart¬ 
ment  on  the  Joint  Committee’s  supply  ?— Yes,  it  might  do  that,  but  I  know  that  they 
are  very  shirt  of  water,  and  they  would  be  glad  to  get  a  supply  from  us  if  we  only 
had  it  to  give  them. 

4216.  Did  you  make  any  estimate  of  the  prospective  population  of  Woodstock 
with  reference  to  the  supply  of  water? — We  have  a  surplus  of  1  \  million  gallons  per  day. 

4217.  An  assumed  surplus  ? — Yes. 

4218.  That  assumed  surplus  is  based  upon  the  estimated  supply  by  the  Wemmer’s 
Hoek  stream? — It  is  all  based  on  the  three  million  gallons  that  we  propose  to  take. 

4219.  But  now,  how  would  that  work  out  in  case  you  could  not  get  any  of  that 
supply  from  Wemmer’s  Hoek  stream  :  Suppose  the  law  should  be  that  the  whole  of 
that  water  should  be  allowed  to  run  down  the  Wemmer’s  lloek  Stream  to  the  Berg 
River:  How  do  you  propose  then  to  supply  all  that  water? — If  we  cannot  get  the 
water _we  cannot  supply. 

4220  Evideijce  has  been  led  here  that  the  normal  daily  flow  of  the  stream  might 
have  to  be  allowed  to  run  down  the  stream  to  the  Berg  River  ? — The  average  daily 
flow’  ? 
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4221.  Mr.  Gurney .]  During  the  summer  months  ? — Yes.  R  ; arj£'mmUir 

4222.  Chairman .]  If  the  average  daily  flow  of  the  water  could  not  he  impounded,  '  ’ — 

how  do  you  propose  to  get  Woodstock  the  2J  millions  of  water  per  day  ?  Do  you  follow  28th  April,  1902. 
me  ?  I  take  it  that  in  that  case  it  could  only  be  done  from  storage  ? — Yes,  the 

difference  between  the  compensation  water  and  the  amount  of  water  that  we  could  get 
in.  I  daresay  the  average  running  down  would  be  two  million  gallons  or  perhaps  less 
and  it  is  not  an  insuperable  amount.  These  riparian  rights  are  constantly  cropping  up 
at  home  and  water  has  to  be  allowed  for  them  just  as  much  as  it  is  done  here. 

4223.  Suppose  that  quantity  of  water  is  to  go  down  the  stream,  how  does  the 
storage  work  out? — For  93  days  if  we  take  the  three  million  basis.  If  we  could  get 
lj  million  gallons  .from  tha  water  going  down  it  would  certainly  leave  us  186  days. 

4224.  I  don’t  quite  follow? — I  have  here  the  gaugings  for  the  three  months, 

December.  January  and  February,  and  about  480,000,000  gallons  went  down  the 
stream.  If  you  take  three  millions  per  day  through  that  period  it  would  be  equivalent 
to  about  half. 

4225.  Start  with  the  supposition  that  towards  the  end  of  the  rainy  period  you 
have  a  storage  of  280,000,000  gallons  ? — In  the  first  case  we  would  have  to  know  how 
much  compensation  water  is  to  go  down  the  stream. 

t  O  _ 

4226.  We  had  in  evidence  the  possibility  that  the  law  might  compel  the  Wood- 
stock  Council  to  allow  the  average  flow  of  the  stream  to  go  down  the  Berg  River  ? — 

Is  that  the  average  dry  weather  flow  ? 

4227.  I  presume  that  is  what  is  meant,  and  what  I  want  to  get  hold  of  is  this  : 

Suppose  vou  start  at  the  end  of  the  ordinary  wet  season  with  your  reservair  full, 
holding  280,000,000  gallons  of  water,  upon  which  you  have  to  draw  during  the  dry 
season :  now,  what  I  want  to  know  is,  will  that  storage  capacity  give  you 
for  the  dry  season  30  gallons  per  head  daily  for  your  prospective 
population  of  75,000  ? — That  supposition  is  not  very  likely  to  occur. 

These  figures  I  think  are  very  fair.  Ten  million  gallons  fun  down  in  a  day,  and  that 
undoubtedly  would  go  through  our  reservoir  first,  so  that  we  should  have  the  first  pull 
and  nobody  could  stop  us.  If  we  were  not  allowed  to  take  a  drop  of  water  going  down 
the  stream,  then  we  would  only  have  a  93  days’  supply. 

4228.  I  was  assuming  the  normal  termination  of  the  wet  season,  but  I  don’t  know 
myself  how  long  the  dry  season  lasts,  and  I  wanted  to  know  if  you  could  give  me  any 
information  on  that  point  ? — No,  I  have  no  further  information  beyond  what  I  have 
supplied. 

4229.  Broadly  speaking,  I  want  to  know  to  what  extent  the  stored  water  in  the 
reservoir  will  carry  Woodstock  with  its  prospective  population  of  75,000  through  au 
ensuing  dry  season,  especially  in  view  of  the  possibility  that  during  that  season  the 
average  daily  flow  of  the  stream  would  have  to  go  down  the  stream  and  that  you  would 
not  be  able  to  impound  a  drop  of  it ;  that  is  the  point  I  want  to  get  hold  of  ? — I 
oannot  say. 

4230.  You  have  made  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  days  during  Lho  year  when  it 
may  be  impossible  for  you  to  store  water  ? — I  scarcely  follow  you — impossible  to 
store  water  ? 

4231.  Yes,  there  ? — For  what  reason  ? 

4232.  For  the  reason  that  you  may  be  compelled  to  allow  the  average  flow  to  go 
down  the  river? — Well,  I  have  not  got  that  information;  I  have  only  got  these 
gaugings. 

4233.  From  the  evidence  it  appears,- without  specifying  the  number  of  months, 
that  it  might  be  quite  possible  that  for  three,  four,  five  or  six  months,  the  Woodstock 
Council  may  be  compelled  to  allow  every  drop  of  water  that  comes  into  the  Oliphant’s 
Hoek  Stream  to  go  down  to  the  Berg  River;  now  we  have  no  evidence  before  us  of  how 
long  that  may  be  ;  we  don’t  know  during  how  many  months  of  the  year  it  may  bo  im¬ 
possible  for  your  Council  to  add  to  the  store  water  ? — You  see  there  is  no  doubt  from  the 
very  high  altitude  of  the  land  there  that  it  is  subject  to  storms.  For  instance,  when  I 
was  there  on  my  last  visit  on  the  15th  March,  there  was  a  very  big  thunderstorm  as 
we  were  going  home,  and  the  next  day  when  I  got  the  returns  twelve  million  gallons  had 
rundown — that  was  on  the  17th.  Undoubtedly  that  would  run  through  our  reservoir 
and  we  would  fill  up  our  reservoir  very  quickly.  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
same  extent  of  drought  does  not  oocur  on  the  mountains  as  down  here  on  the  flats. 

4234.  But  you  have  no  information  ? — No ;  I  may  say  that  during  that  storm, 
not  a  drop  of  water  fell  at  the  Paarl. 

4235.  It  appears  from  what  some  previous  witnesses  have  said  that  the  Woodstock 
Council  acquired  those  rights  iu  1900  ? — I  don’t  remember  the  date. 

4236.  Some  two  years  ago  ? — It  is  something  like  that. 

4237.  Since  they  finally  acquired  their  rights,  nothing  has  been  done  except  the 
taking  of  these  gaugings  ? — The  gaugings  have  been  going  on  for  some  time. 

Z  2 
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4238.  But  not  by  yourself  ? — No,  only  what  I  have  produced. 

4239.  Dr.  Gregory. The  most  important  feature  of  the  water  supply,  when  a 
new  scheme  is  started,  is  that  it  shall  he  sufficient  for  some  time  to  come? — Undoubtedly. 

4240.  Are  you  responsible  for  these  figures  as  to  the  requirements  of  Woodstock 
which  have  been  furnished  by  the  Town  Council  ? — I  am  partly  responsible  for  them. 
Mr.  Smith  and  I  did  it  between  us. 

4241.  The  present  requirement,  you  say,  for  the  Woodstock  Council  is  about 
300,000  gallons  per  day  ? — That  is  so. 

4242.  And  your  population  of  Woodstock  is  about  32,000  ? — Yes. 

4243.  Three  hundred  thousand  gallons  of  water  per  day  would  give  about  15 
gallons  per  head  per  day  for  your  present  population? — Yes. 

4244.  Do  you  consider  that  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  ? — It  is  sufficient  for  the 
present.  It  is  for  the  revenue  which  we  shall  receive. 

4245.  What  is  your  experience  as  to  the  average  amount  of  water  supplied  to 
sewered  towns  in  England  per  inhabitant? —  25  to  30  gallons  per  day.  We  used  25 
gallons  per  day  at  Ipswich. 

4246.  The  general  thing  is  to  take  about  30  gallons  ? — Yes. 

4247.  In  this  Colony  it  would  be  a  little  over  rather  than  under  owing  to  the 
number  of  baths  ? — Yes,  but  the  population  is  rather  mixed  here. 

4248.  At  any  rate  you  cannot  estimate  a  lower  figure  than  30  gallons  per  day  ? 
— ft  is  wise,  undoubtedly,  to  estimate  at  that. 

4249.  Therefore  in  order  to  supply  the  needs  of  your  present  population  you  will 
require  one  million  gallons  per  day  ? — Yes,  in  future. 

4250.  You  have  to  have  sewerage? — We  have  not  got  it. 

4251.  Still  you  are  going  to  have  it  ? — That  will  come  out  of  the  surplus. 

4252.  Never  mind  your  surplus  and  your  revenue ;  your  present  needs  would  be  one 
million  gallons  per  day  ? — Yes. 

4253.  As  a  Sanitary  Engineer  you  will  agree  that  the  time  is  not  far  off  when 
Woodstock  must  be  sewered,  so  that  under  your  present  needs  it  would  be  safe  in  putting 
it  down  at  one  million  gallons  if  the  population  does  not  increase  ? — Yes. 

4254.  What  do  you  estimate  the  increased  population  will  be,  say,  in  ten  years’ 
time  ? — I  daresay  we  shall  have  about  forty-five  or  fifty  thousand. 

4255.  About  double  ? — Somewhere  about  there. 

4256.  Therefore  in  ten  years’  time  your  supply  must  be  at  least  two  million 
gallons  per  day  ? — Yes. 

4257.  Now,  when  you  are  going  in  for  a  water  scheme  you  look  ahead  further 
than  ten  years  ? — But  there  is  a  limit  to  our  expansion. 

4258.  But  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  is  not  your  limit  ? — I  don’t  suppose  we  will 
get  up  to  more  thau  seventy  thousand  in  any  case. 

4259.  Why  do  you  say  that? — By  taking  the  extent  to  which  we  can  go. 

4260.  That  evidence  does  not  accord  with  other  evidence  given  before  that 
Commission,  which  gives  your  prospective  population  as  80,000.  In  the  report  the 
prospective  population  is  given  at  75,000,  and  that  would  mean  2j  million  gallons  of 
water  per  diem  ? — Yes. 

4261.  So  that  as  a  practical  and  far-seeing  Engineer  you  do  not  consider  that  any 
water  supply  for  Woodstock  should  be  undertaken  or  seriously  considered  that  did 
not  give  you  three  million  gallons  per  day  ? — Three  million  gallons  per 
day  is  undoubtedly  the  smallest  scheme  that  we  should  go  in  for. 

4262.  The  scheme  should  give  you  a  supply  of  three  million  gallons  for  Woodstock 
alone,  wet  or  dry  season  ? — Yes. 

4263.  Now,  in  your  estimate  of  what  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  scheme  will  supply 
you  have  based  it  on  thirty  inches  of  rainfall  ?— Yes. 

4264.  Now,  there  are  certain  figures  which  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Com- 
mi=sion  and  which  show  the  rainfall  at  Houw  Hoek  for  a  certain  number  of  years ; 
how  far  is  Houw  Hoek  from  the  Oliphant’s  River  ? — 1  don’t  know. 

4265.  The  rainfall  during  a  period  of  eleven  years  at  Houw  Hoek  gives  an 
average  of  23  7  inches  per  annum,  the  highest  being  given  at  31 '21  inches,  and  the 
lowest  being  13 -45  inches  ? — I  know  there  is  a  stream  at  Houw  Hoek,  but  I  don’t 
know  the  rainfall. 

4266.  Houw  Hoek  is  800  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea;  what  is  the  level  of  your 
reservoir  above  the  sea  ? — 1,296  feet,  and  the  gathering  ground  would  be  fully  2,000 
feet  higher  than  that. 

4<z67.  Therefore  the  increase  in  height  would  make  a  difference  in  the  rainfall  ; 
would  it  increase  or  diminish  it  ? — Increase  it. 

4268.  But  do  you  think  that  it  would  increase  it  so  much  that  what  is  a  13  inch 
rainfall  at  Houw  Hoek  would  never  be  lower  than  a  30  inch  rainfall  at  Uliphant’s 
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Hoek? — Well,  perhaps  I  had  better  answer  the  question  in  this  way:  Thirty  inches 

will,  I  take  it,  be  the  rainfall  in  the  district  of  the  Paarl  and  I  think  "the  average  would  k' 

be  about  thirty  inches.  284,1  •A-Pr,b 1902- 

4269.  Yes,  but  what  is  the  lowest  annual  fall  for  the  Paarl  ? — That  I  could  not 

say. 

4270.  In  all  water  schemes  you  have  really  to  deal  with  the  lowest  rainfall,  have  you 
not  ? — Undoubtedly,  we  have  to,  and  I  feel  certain  that  if  we  had  the  rain  gauges  up  there 
we  should  find  that  it  is  nearly  as  much  as  the  rainfall  on  Table  Mountain,  which 
amounts  to  about  17  inches.  I  take  that  as  a  very  low  estimate,  but  it  is  better  to 
take  a  low  estimate  and  be  on  the  safe  side. 

4271.  So  that  you  feel  confident  that  your  thirty  inches  of  rainfall  would  be  the 
minimum  daily  fall  that  you  might  expect  there  ? — -Yes,  I  do. 

4272.  Now,  you  have  put  in  certain  gaugings  during  December,  Jauuary, 

February  aud  March? — Yes. 

4276.  The  highest  of  these  gaugings  appears  to  be  on  the  12th  January,  when 
you  got  86,000,000  gallons  per  day? — Yes. 

4274.  That  is  the  flow  over  your  weir  ? — Yes. 

4275.  But  the  lowest  is  in  February,  when  you  only  got  1,560,000  gallons  per 
day  ?— Yes. 

4276.  You  made  a  statement  that  most  of  your  water  comes  from  springs  ? — Yes, 

I  am  under  that  impression. 

4277.  How  much  of  it  comes  from  springs  ? — That  I  cannot  say  ;  I  have  not  had 
it  gauged. 

4278.  Would  you  be  inclined  to  say  from  these  gaugings  that  about  one 
million  or  one  and  a  half  million  gallons  come  from  these  springs? — I  would  not  like 
to  commit  myself  at  all. 

4279.  Let  us  put  it  in  another  way  :  What  is  your  most  usual  flow  during  the  dry 
season  according  to  your  figures  ? — Somewhere  about  two  millions. 

4280.  It  is  somewhat  under  two  millions ;  at  any  rate  we  will  say  two  millions 
would  be  the  usual  flow  if  you  had  not  had  a  previous  rainfall  ? — Yes. 

4281.  So  that  it  would  be  some  portion  of  that  two  millions  which  would  be 
coming  from  the  springs  ? — Yes. 

4282.  So  that  it  could  not  be  more  than  two  millions  that  come  from  the 
springs  ? — No,  it  could  not  be. 

4283.  Owing  to  the  incline  of  your  catchment  area,  and  the  fact  that  the  rainfall 
appears,  according  to  what  you  say,  to  come  down  suddenly  for  short  periods,  your 
rainfall  very  soon  runs  off,  does  it  not  ? — Yes,  very  quickly. 

4284.  As  evidence  of  that,  I  presume  we  may  take  these  figures  from  the  return 
you  are  handing  in  :  On  the  10th  January  there  was  a  flow  of  2,187,000  gallons,  and 
two  days  later,  on  the  12th  of  that  month,  you  were  getting  83,000,000  gallons  per 
day.  Two  days  later  again  it  dropped  to  6,220,000  gallons,  and  still  two  days  later 
again  it  went  dowu  to  5,285,000  gallons.  Two  days  after  that,  on  the  18th,  it  was 
14,429,000  gallons,  and  on  the  20th  it  was  again  2,800,000  gallons  odd.  Does  not 
that  show  that  your  rainfall  very  soon  runs  off  ? — Yes. 

4285.  Again,  in  February  I  notice  that  from  the  19th  to  the  23rd  your  gaugings 
stood  regularly  at  1,565,000  gallons  per  day  ? — Yes. 

4286.  After  the  23rd,  on  the  25th,  it  went  up  to  28,990,000  gallons  per  day, 
and  again,  two  days  later,  it  dropped  down  to  3,628,000  gallons.  That  again  shows 
that  the  rainfall  soon  runs  off? — Yes. 

4287.  Now  you  have  sai  l  that  it  may  be  possible  that  during  the  dry  months,  at 
any  rate,  the  whole  normal  flow  of  the  stream  may  have  to  be  allowed  to  run  down  to 
the  riparian  owners  along  the  Berg  River  ? — It  may  happen. 

4288.  Therefore  during  the  dry  months  you  would  be  dependent  entirely  upon 
the  water  stored  in  your  reservoir  ? — Undoubtedly,  if  we  could  not  get  water  to 
replenish  our  supply  we  would  have  to  rely  upon  the  reservoir. 

4289.  You  would  be  entirely  dependent  upon  it  during  the  dry  months  in  that 
case  ? — Yes. 

4299.  And  your  reservoir  is  to  hold  280,000,000  gallons  ? — Yes. 

4291.  And  you  say  that  is  93  days’  supply  ? — Yes. 

4292.  But  that  is  reckoning  only  on  three  months,  whereas  it  is  generally 
admitted  that  you  must  reckon  the  dry  season  as  four  months  ? — Yes. 

4293.  Therefore  you  would  have  to  give  120  days’  supply? — Yes. 

4294.  But  the  280,000,000  gallons  divided  by  the  120  days  will  only  give  you 
2,300,000  gallons  per  day  ? — Yes. 

4295.  And  you  have  just  agreed  that  no  soheme  should  be  undertaken  unless  it 
provided  you  with  throe  million  gallons  of  water  per  day  as  otherwise  it  would  be  of  no 
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use? — It  is  rather  an  abstract  reasoning  altogether,  don't  you  think?  You  are 
assuming  that  we  are  not  going  to  have  any  water  of  that  running  down  the  stream. 

4296.  But  3'ou  have  just  stated  that  you  might  not  be  getting  auy  water  from  the 
stream  ? — It  might  occur. 

4297.  Now,  I  am  asking  you  if  those  things  did  ocour  would  you  have  to  rely  on 
your  reservoir  for  four  months  ? — We  should  have  to  construct  another  reservoir.  We 
have  plenty  of  room — there  is  plenty  of  land. 

4298.  Would  you  perhaps  say  then  that  the  reservoir  of  the  capacity  of 
280,000,000  gallons  would  not  be  sufficient,  and  that  you  would  want  a  larger  reservoir 
for  which  you  would  require  another  site  ? — We  have  other  rights.  We  could  take  the 
water  from  the  streams  lower  down. 

4299.  I  am  taking  your  scheme  as  it  is  presented  to  us  ? — This  could  be  made  part 
of  the  scheme  also. 

4300.  Then  it  might  be  necessary  for  you  to  take  in  other  water  supplies  than  this 
particular  one? — Yes,  as  we  have  the  right  to  take  the  water  lower  down  the  stream. 

4301.  Then  have  you  considered  the  question  of  incorporating  these  supplies  into 
this  scheme  ? — Undoubtedly. 

4301(a).  Cannot  this  present  scheme  as  devised  take  in  these  other  supplies  with¬ 
out  further  extension  ? — Yes. 

4302.  Would  not  you  require  a  further  reservoir  ? — No,  we  could  take  the  other 
supplies  directly. 

4303.  Where  do  these  streams  discharge  into  ?  -Iuto  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  River. 

4304.  If  you  could  not  take  this  one  stream  in  the  dry  season,  why  could  you  take 
the  subsidiary  streams? — We  have  all  the  rights  of  these  owners. 

4304(a).  But  still  if  it  goes  into  the  Berg  River  it  would  affect  the  riparian 
rights  ? — I  don’t  quite  understand  what  the  riparian  rights  are  here. 

4304(b).  You  say  you  don’t  know  what  the  riparian  rights  are  here,  or  do  you  say 
that  you  don’t  know  what  a  riparian  right  is  ? — I  don’t  know  what  a  riparian  right  is 
in  this  country,  where  it  is  rather  a  complex  question.  If  it  were  found  and  laid  down, 
by  those  who  have  the  power  to  do  so,  that  we  cannot  take  this  water,  then  we  should 
have  to  extend  the  scheme  and  provide  more  storage,  but  at  present  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  rather  an  abstract  question. 

4305.  Have  you  not  already  received  information  of  objections  likely  to  be  made 
against  your  abstracting  the  water  that  flows  into  the  Berg  River  ? — Yes. 

4306.  Then  why  call  it  abstract  ?- — Suppose  we  were  taken  into  Court  about  this 
matter,  I  don’t  think  for  a  moment  that  the  prosperity  of  the  community  would  be 
sacrificed  for  a  few  dipping  rights. 

4307.  That  is  merely  a  matter  of  opinion  ? — Yes. 

4308.  It  is  not  legal  opinion  ? — Undoubtedly  not. 

4309.  Have  the  Council  taken  legal  opinion  ? — I  could  not  say. 

4310.  Then  as  a  practical  engineer  you  have  got  to  take  the  thing  as  you  find  it  ? 
— Unfortunately  we  have  not  found  f  it  yet.  As  soon  as  I  know  about  the  riparian 
rights  then  I  could  tell  you  definitely. 

4311.  You  have  got  to  take  it  as  you  find  it ;  that  is  to  say  you  may  be  deprived 
of  the  water  during  the  dry  season  owing  to  claims  made  by  riparian  owners  along  the 
Berg  River :  you  have  got  to  accept  that  as  a  possibility  ? — Yes,  I  could  advance 
everything  as  a  possibility. 

4312.  Quite  so,  and  have  you  accepted  that  as  a  possibility  and  are  you  prepared 
to  meet  that  increased  storing  capacity  ;  that  is  what  I  want  to  know  ? — Yes. 

4313.  Your  storage  here  is  placed  at  280,000,000.  What  is  that  going  to  oost 
you  ? — You  will  find  that  in  the  report  which  I  shall  send  in  to  the  Chairman.  Mr 
Wright’s  report  puts  it  down  at  £76,000. 

4314.  What  is  the  height  of  your  reservoir  wall  ? — About  sixty  feet. 

4315.  And  what  additional  storage  capacity  would  each  foot  of  increased  height 
give  you  above  that  ? — We  have  not  worked  it  out. 

4316.  Owing  to  the  auestion  being  so  abstract? — No;  not  abstract  according 
to  the  question  of  water  only  as  far  as  the  legal  aspect  is  concerned. 

4317.  What  would  it  cost  to  raise  it  up  a  foot  ? — I  could  not  say. 

4318.  Would  not  the  increased  cost  be  such  as  to  kill  the  scheme  ? — No*  I  don’t 
think  so. 

4319.  But  it  might  be  so  expensive  as  to  damage  its  utility  ? — I  won’t  adqiitthat. 

4320.  Your  reservoir  holds  280,000,000  gallons  ;  might  you  not  have  some  diffi¬ 
culty  in  filling  even  that  in  a  dry  season  ? — We  should  not  fill  it  during  the  dry  season. 

4321.  Or  replenishing  it  during  the  dry  season  ?— If  you  take  the  gaugings  that 
1  have  got  here,  and  making  the  assumption  that  we  should  have  these  storms 
periodically,  then  we  should  have  no  difficulty  whatever. 
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4322.  Yes,  but  take  your  gaugings  during  December,  during  the  whole  of  that  Mr- 
month  you  only  had,  so  far  as  f  can  see,  the  normal  flow  of  the  river  which  ran  day  R'  •  enmmu 
by  day.  Two  million  gallons,  2,800,000  gallons,  2,100,000  gallons,  4,000,000  gallous,  28th  April,  1902 
and  so  on  ? — Yes. 

4323.  So  that  you  were  getting  no  stormwater  during  that  time,  according  to 
these  gaugings  in  December  ? — Well,  you  see,  if  we  get  our  reservoir  constructed  at 
the  top  all  this  water  will  go  through  it. 

4324.  But  if  it  is  to  go  to  the  Berg  River  below,  it  is  not  much  use  going  through 
your  reservoir  ? — It  would  be  the  overflow.  A  certain  quantity  of  water  would  be 
stated  that  we  would  have  to  allow  to  go  down,  and  it  would  pass  through  our  sluices 
and  we  would  measure  it. 

4325.  And  any  surplus  you  would  take  ? — Yes. 

4326.  And  you  would  admit  that  there  would  not  have  been  a  large  surplus  in 
December  ? — It  all  depends. 

4327.  But  really  the  first  day  that  you  could  have  got  a  supply  would  have  been 
on  the  4th  J anuary  ? — Yes. 

4328.  But  just  two  days  prior  to  that — on  the  2nd  January — you  only  had  a 
flow  of  1,800,000  gallons,  which  might  have  to  go  down  the  stream  ? — Possibly. 

4329.  And  six  days  after  that  5,000,000  gallons  again  which  must  have  been  a 
flow  from  stormwater,  and  which  at  the  outside  could  have  lasted  only  a  few  days,  and 
supposing  that  you  impounded  all  the  water  that  time,  say  ten  million  gallons  each 
day,  you  would  have  only  got  into  your  reservoir  about  twenty  million  gallons,  and 
that  for  a  reservoir  containing  280,000,000  would  not  mean  very  much  ;  is  that  not  so  ? 

— (Witness  does  not  answer  this  question.) 

4330.  Well,  as  you  do  not  appear  inclined  to  answer  that  question,  I  shall  go  on. 

During  January  you  went  on  again  on  a  normal  flow  until  the  12th,  when  you  got 
83,000,000  gallons  ? — Yes. 

4331.  But  on  the  14th  this  had  gone  down  again  to  6,000,000  ? — Yes,  but  then 
we  would  have  the  80,000,000  in  our  reservoir. 

4332.  But  the  greatest  quantity  you  could  impound  according  to  this  would  only 

give  you  160,000,006  gallons  into  your  reservoir? — Yes,  but  you  see - 

4333.  So  that,  will  you  not  agree  that,  taking  these  gaugings,  you  cannot  really 
very  much  rely  on  stormwater  during  the  dry  season  for  replenishing  your  reservoir  ? 

— I  think  we  can  undoubtedly. 

4334.  Well,  I  am  not  an  Engineer,  but  to  my  mind  it  would  appear  from  those 
gaugings  that  the  impounding  of  your  water  would  have  to  take  place  during  the  wet 
season  and  that  during  the  dry  season  you  would  have  to  depend,  for  three  or  four 
months,  if  the  riparian  owners  obtain  what  they  consider  to  be  their  rights,  entirely  upon 
the. water  stored  during  the  wet  season  ? — In  speaking  about  these  riparian  rights  perhaps 
it  would  be  just  as  well  if  I  mentioned  one  little  procedure  with  which  I  am  very  well 
conversant.  We  had  a  scheme  there  which  represented  the  taking  of  2,000,000  gallous 
of  water  per  day  and  the  amount  of  compensation  water  was  only  600,000  gallons. 

4335.  Chairman .]  Is  that  iu  this  Colony? — Mo,  in  England;  and  I  think  there  is 
no  doubt  we  had  very  strong  opposition,  but  it  is  quite  the  usual  thing  there  to  allow 
compensation  water.  There  were  about  18  mills  working  by  the  water  of  the  stream, 
and  that  is  how  it  was  done. 

4336.  But  the  law  is  very  different  in  this  Colony  ? — I  could  not  say  what  the  law 
is  in  this  Colony,  and  I  don’t  know  what  we  will  have  to  allow  to  go  down  the  river, 
and  therefore  I  cannot  give  definite  information. 

4337.  I)r.  Gregory. ]  Assuming  that  your  gaugings  are  correct,  I  see  that  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  makes  a  difference  of  303,000  gallons  ? — Yes. 

4338.  And  a  quarter  of  an  inch  is  not  very  much,  taking  the  average  ? — Yes. 

4339.  But  you  are  quite  sure  that  they  are  correct  ?  —Within  a  limit. 

4340.  Within  what  limit? — Well,  we  will  say  within  a  practical  limit,  if  you  like. 

4341.  They  could  be  assumed  to  be  practically  correct? — Yes. 

4342.  In  your  account  of  this  scheme  you  state  that  you  would  have  to  have 
several  break-pressure  tanks.  On  what  level  above  the  sea  would  the  lowest  break- 
pressure  tank  be? — 673  feet. 

4343.  And  your  service  reservoir  ? — 426  feet. 

4344.  So  that  you  could  lead  it  to  a  higher  altitude  than  that  ? — Yes. 

4345.  That  servioe  reservoir,  will  that  have  any  connection  with  the  new  reservoir 
that  is  being  put  up  by  the  Cape  District  Waterworks  ? — No. 

4346.  What  is  the  level  of  that  reservoir,  about  ? — I  think  it  is  about  the  same. 

4347.  And  how  far  off  will  your  reservoir  be  from  that  one  ? — I  could  not  really 
say,  I  don’t  know  the  distance,  but  I  think  about  four  or  five  miles. 

4348.  Would  it  not  be  about  three  miles  ? — Yes,  that  might  be. 
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4349.  One  of  the  members  of  the  Commission  states  that  it  is  within  three  miles. 
Are  you  prepared  to  accept  that  ? — Yes. 

4350.  And  what  is  the  capaoity  of  your  service  reservoir  ? — The  proposed  one  ? 

4351.  Yes. — 8,000,000  gallons. 

4352.  And  what  is  it  to  cost  ? — About  £20,000. 

4353.  Would  it  not  he  possible  in  this  scheme  to  make  use  of  the  Joint  Committee’s 
Reservoir  that  they  are  now  completing  on  the  slopes  of  the  mountain  ? — It  would  be 
possible,  but  I  don’t  think  it  would  be  desirable. 

4354.  Why  not? — Well  it  only  holds  30,000,000  gallons,  and  that  is  small 
enough  for  their  own  purposes. 

4355.  But  for  a  service  reservoir,  the  capacity  is  of  no  very  great  moment? — Not 
as  a  rule. 

435(5.  Therefore  a  30,000,000  gallon  reservoir,  so  far  as  size  and  altitude  are  con¬ 
cerned,  would  be  admirable  ?—  It  would  answer  very  well. 

4357.  If  you  could  amalgamate  these  schemes,  I  presume  you  would  not  go  to 
the  expense  of  putting  up  an  additional  service  reservoir  ? — I  think  it  would  be  most 
desirable  to  put  up  a  new  one,  bocause  the  place  would,  I  take  it,  be  divided  into  dis¬ 
tricts. 

4358.  So  that  you  would  have  to  have  another  service  reservoir  ? — T  think  so, 

yes. 

4359.  Presuming  that  a  considerable  supply  of  water  could  be  obtained  in  one 

scheme,  sufficient  for  the  whole  Cape  Peninsula,  would  not  you  be  in  favour  of  the 
adoption  of  that  scheme  in  preference  to  the  adoption  of  a  number  of  small  schemes 
such  as  are  implied  in  Oliphant’s  Hoek  and  Steenbras  River  schemes? — I  think  one  of 
the  first  things  in  all  water  supplies  is  undoubtedly  the  consideration  of  the  quality  of 
the  water.  « 

4360.  We  will  assume  that  the  large  scheme  will  have  water  of  a  quality 
that  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired  ;  we  will  take  that  for  granted? — Well, you  take  such 
a  lot  of  things  for  granted,  unfortunately,  that  it  makes  it  difficult  to  form  an 
opinion. 

4361.  In  other  words,  you  would  rather  not  answer  that  question  ? — No,  because 
speaking  in  generalities  about  these  matters  I  do  not  consider  the  right  thing. 

4362.  Chair  man.  ]  You  being  the  Engineer  of  the  Woodstock  Council,  you  are  not 
bound  to  give  evidence  on  other  schemes  ? — No. 

4363.  Dr.  Gregory.]  But  speaking  generally,  one  large  scheme  would  be  prefer¬ 
able  to  a  number  of  smaller  ones  ?— Well,  I  would  not  like  to  admit  it.  The  quality  of 
the  water  which  they  are  going  to  get  should  be  taken  seriously  into  consideration  in 
any  case. 

4364.  Chairman.']  But  we  may  take  it,  as  assured  from  you,  that  the  scheme  as 
at  present  contemplated  is  devised  for  the  requirements  of  Woodstock  alone? — It  is 
devised  for  the  supply  of  Woodstock,  but  we  could  supply  2,000,000  gallons  per  day  to 
other  people.  Taking  everything  into  consideration,  we  will  have  a  surplus  of  1,500,000 
gallons  per  day. 

4365.  But  not  if  you  run  up  your  population  to  75,000  ? — No,  but  that  will  only 
perhaps  he  in  20  or  30  years’  time. 

4366.  But  you  will  admit  that  the  Commission  has  to  consider  that? — Yes. 

4367.  A  population  of  75,000  would  require  something  like  2,250,000  gallons  of 
water,  that  is  taking  it  at  30  gallons  of  water  per  head  per  day  of  the  population  ?  — 
Yes. 

4368.  We  take  it  that  the  Woodstock  Council  in  devising  this  scheme  look  mainly 
to  their  own  requirements  ? — Certainly  as  to  the  future,  although  we  can  help  other 
people  for  the  present  or  for  the  next  20  years. 

4369.  Dr,  Gregory.]  Your  present  water  supply,  is  that  satisfactory  as  far  as  it 
goes  ? — Yes,  but  unfortunately  it  does  not  go  far  enough.  At  present  the  best  part 
of  Walmer  is  not  supplied. 

4370.  '1  hat  is  owing  to  what  ? — Well  I  suppose  shortage  of  water  and  the  people 
who  are  nearer  the  springs  get  the  first  pull  and  we  only  get  the  remainder. 

4371.  Where  is  the  supply  for  Walmer  derived  from  ?— It  comes  from 
Rondebosch  and  it  meets  at  the  Cross  Roads,  goes  up  Maitland  Road  and  along  Victoria 
Road. 

4372.  Mr.  Gurney.]  It  comes  from  the  Suburban  Waterworks  Committee’s 
Supply  ? — Yes. 

4373.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Have  you  any  part  of  your  Municipality  that  lies  too  high 
for  the  Suburban  Water  Works  to  supply  ?— Oh,  yes. 

4374.  What  is  that  called  ? — Top  of  Walmer  Estate,  where  the  supply  is  given 
very  occasionally — perhaps  once  or  twice  a  week, 
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4375.  How  much  of  VValmer  does  that  include,  then  ? — I  could  not  say,  really. 

4376.  How  many  houses,  about? — Perhaps  300  houses;  I  should  say  at  least 
that  number. 

4377.  Owing  to  the  altitude,  the  300  houses  cannot  be  supplied  by  the  Suburban 
Water  Works? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

4378.  Where  do  you  get  their  supply  from  now  ? — We  have  been  carting  the 
water,  and  the  people  have  tanks  in  which  they  store  it.  They  are  supplied  about 
twice  a  week,  and  that  is  how  they  manage  it,  but  it  is  a  very  unsatisfactory  arrange¬ 
ment,  and  becomes  very  harassing. 

4379.  And  could  you  not  obtain  water  from  Cape  Town  for  that  part  ? — ‘Well, 
we  have  an  offer  from  Cape  Town  to  supply.  They  did  supply  us  last  year,  but 
suddenly  during  the  dry  season  we  were  cut  off. 

4380.  And  they  have  made  a  fresh  offer  again  ?  — Yes. 

4381.  Could  you  supply  the  Commission  with  particulars  of  the  nature  of  that 
offer  ? — Simply  that  they  would  supply  us  with  the  water. 

4382.  And  would  charge? — Is.  6d.  per  thousand  gallons. 

4383.  And  you  are  paying  Is.  3d.  ? — Yes. 

4384.  And  Cape  Town  wants  Is.  6d.  ? — Yes. 

4385.  Have  you  any  idea  why  there  is  that  difference  in  price  ? — I  have  not,  really. 

4386.  The  Cape  Town  Council  will  not  have  to  lay  mains  for  that  supply  ? — None 
whatever. 

4387.  Their  oharge  is  merely  for  the  supply  of  water  ? — That  is  so. 

4388.  Have  the  Cape  Town  Council  been  asked  why  they  put  such  a  high  oharge 
on  the  water? — I  believe  they  have  been  written  to,  but  1  don’t  know  in  what  terms  ; 
at  any  rate  I  understand  that  something  has  been  done  in  that  direction. 

4389.  What  is  the  highest  level  at  which  houses  could  be  built  in  your  Muni¬ 
cipality  ? — I  think  about  360  feet. 

4390.  And  what  is  the  highest  part  of  Walmer  now  ? — Just  over  200  feet. 

4391.  So  that  the  Water  Board  will  be  able  to  supply  this  when  they  get  their 
new  reservoir  ? — Yes,  most  likely,  that  is  if  the  draught  on  the  mains  is  not  too  great. 
The  present  height  of  their  reservoir  is  320  feet,  and  during  the  dry  weather  we  are 
not  supplied  above  a  height  of  50  feet,  so  that  during  time  of  drought  we  lose  a 
head  of  250  feet ;  and  if  you  take  250  feet  from  the  proposed  height  of  the  proposed 
reservoir  they  are  not  going  to  supply  much  above  200  feet. 

4392.  What  is  the  cause  of  your  losing  the  250  feet  ? — I  think  a  good  many  of 
the  mains  are  old,  and  inside  are  crusted  with  iron  nodules  and  all  that  kind  of  thing. 

4393.  But  all  that  would  apply  equally  to  whether  it  is  a  time  of 
drought  or  not? — But  still  if  there  is  no  drought  on,  people  may  use  more  water  in  the 
dry  season. 

4394.  Then  I  take  it  that  the  loss  at  present  is  due  to  the  withdrawal  from  the 
mains,  so  that  the  mains  are  not  running  full  ?  —Yes. 

4395.  In  the  event  of  this  Oliphant’s  Hoek  ldiver  scheme  being  brought  into 
operation,  what  arrangement  would  take  place,  in  your  opinion,  in  regard  to  the  supply 
now  received  from  the  Water  Board  ? — That  I  could  not  say.  I  suppose  we  would 
have  to  take  some  50,000  gallons,  but  I  think  it  could  be  arranged  all  right. 

4396.  As  an  engineer,  do  you  contemplate  continuing  that  arrangement  or  not  ? 
— I  could  not  say  ;  I  have  not  gone  into  that,  question. 

4397.  Mr.  Gurney.']  The  survey  for  the  pipe  track  was  not  made  by  you  ? — No. 

4398.  Are  you  responsible  for  the  estimate  of  £300,000  cost  of  this  scheme  ? — 

Yes. 

4399.  It  is  an  exceedingly  rough  estimate  ? — No,  I  do  not  admit  that. 

4400.  Is  the  £300,000  the  outside  cost  ? — I  think  we  could  do  it  for  that  money. 

4401.  Mr.  l)o  Villiers.]  Do  you  perhaps  know  whether  the  Piquetberg  people 
are  going  to  fight  this  scheme  ? — I  have  heard  they  are  goiug  to  fight  us  to  the  value 
of  £5.  They  would  go  to  the  expenditure  of  £5  in  opposing  us. 

4402.  Have  you  heard  that  the  Malmesbury  people  are  going  to  oppose  this 
scheme  ? — I  have  heard  of  it,  yes. 

4403.  So  that  it  would  not  only  be  the  Wool  Washery  at  the  Paarl  that  would 
suffer  ? — I  could  not  say. 

4404.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  Liesbeek  water  here  in  the  Peninsula? — 
No. 

4405.  You  will  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the  whole  of  the  customary  flow 
is  to  be  allowed  to  go  down  the  river  by  the  Suburban  Waterworks,  and  that  is  a  very 
similar  case? — Yes. 

4406.  So  that  the  questions  which  have  been  asked  you  are  very  real  questions  ? 
—  (Witness  does  not  answer  this  question). 

I  (J.  21-1901.]  4 a. 
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/2  ir  4407.  Last  December  there  was  an  affidavit  handed  in  to  the  Supreme  Court 

'  which  says  “  that  the  Oliphants  Hoek  water  is  about  the  chief  source  of  the  permanent 
■J3th  Aj.rU,  190-J.  supply  of  the  Berg  River;  and  that  the  promoters  will  have  to  fight  the  riparian 
proprietors  along  the  Berg  River  before  any  works  can  be  constructed.”  Do  you  know 
that  that  is  the  most  permanent — the  most  regular — and  one  of  the  chief  sources  ? — 
Well,  I  daresay  it  is  ;  there  are  34  square  miles  catchment,  area,  and  we  want  a  tenth 
part  of  flie  water  that  comes  off  it  on  the  30  inch  rainfall  assumption. 

4408.  Mr.  Stewart. ~\  I  understand  from  you  that  you  have  got  your  catchment 
area  by  measuring  it  on  the  Government  maps  ?— Yes. 

4409.  What  is  the  scale  of  the  Government  map  that  you  had  ? — I  think  it  is 
about  two  miles  to  the  inch. 

4410.  Is  that  scale  on  the  map  from  which  you  quote  the  same  as  the  scale  on  the 
map  which  is  hanging  on  the  wall  in  this  room  ? — No. 

4411.  You  notice  on  that  map  a  patch  coloured  pink  as  Wemmer’s  Hoek  ? — Yes. 

4412.  Would  you  kindly  look  at  that,  and  tell  us  whether  the  source  of  the 
Oliphant’s  Hoek  scheme  comes  from  there  ? — Yes,  I  take  it  that  part  of  it  comes  from 
there. 

4413.  Are  you  aware  that  part  of  that  is  unsurveyed  Government  ground  ? — Yes. 

4414.  And  how  do  you  get  the  catchment  area  on  that  basis  if  there  has  been  no 
survey  ? — Well,  there  is  only  a  very  small  portion  that  has  not  been  surveyed,  and  that 
would  make  very  little  difference — in  fact,  it  would  not  affect  the  question  at  all. 

4415.  One  side  is  not  surveyed  ? — Yes. 

4416.  And  how  do  you  get  the  boundary  ? — I  take  the  ridge  of  the  land. 

4417.  In  fact,  for  a  large  part  of  the  circumference  of  your  catchment  area,  there 
has  been  no  survey  at  all  F— I  don’t  admit  that  at  all.  I  find  about  3J  miles  by  an 
average  of  11  ;  it  is  only  a  small  portion  of  this  watershed  that  is  unsurveyed. 

4418.  Have  you  had  much  experience  in  surveying  catchment  areas  in  the 
Colony  ? — In  this  Colony  ? 

4419.  Yes. — No,  I  have  not. 

4420.  So  you  have  not  compared  the  topography  shewn  on  these  Government 
maps  with  the  topography  of  actual  surveys  as  obtained  for  actual  waterworks  pur¬ 
poses  ?— I  have  not  seen  any  surveys  made  for  waterworks  purposes  up  there, 

4421.  In  other  words,  you  have  no  means  of  judging  the  correctness  of  these 
surveys  as  regards  the  topography  P— No,  that  is  so. 

4422. ,  In  proceeding  to  investigate  the  question  of  a  water  supply  there  are  two 
or  three  very  important  things  in  starting,  and  those  are  the  actual  catchment  area  and 
the  amount  of  rainfall  on  it  ? — Yes. 

4423.  And  I  take  it  from  your  evidence  that  no  survey  has  been  made  and  no 
rainfall  observations  of  the  catchment  area  taken  ? — No  ;  but  the  new  survey,  I  think, 
will  be  quite  near  enough  to  the  catchment  area  ;  that  is  to  say  within  a  practical 
limit. 

4424  But  you  don’t  know  how  the  topography  shewn  on  that  map  compares 
with  the  actual  topography  after  a  careful  survey  for  waterworks  purposes  P — No,  I 
could  not  swear  to  the  correctness  of  that  map. 

4425.  You  know  that  the  Government  surveys  are  made  principally  with  the 
view  of  determining  the  boundaries  of  properties  and  that  as  a  matter  of  fact  you  call 
them  “  Beacon  surveys  ”  and  not  “  Topographical  surveys  ”  P — No. 

4426.  No  rainfall  observations  have  been  made? — Yes,  but  we  have  not  got  the 
returns. 

4427.  Who  has  the  returns  P — I  could  not  say. 

4428.  Are  you  aware  of  how  the  rainfall  during  the  last  dry  season  compared  with 
previous  years  ? — No,  I  don’t  know. 

4429.  You  have  not  compared  it,  for  example,  with  years  like  1894,  1895,  and 
1 896,  which  were  particularly  dry  years  ? — No,  I  have  not. 

4430.  So  that  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  gaugings  obtained  by  you  would  he  very 
much  less  during  such  a  dry  season  ? — It  might  be  so,  and  I  hope  it  is  the  case  because 
then  if  we  have  difficulties  over  this  riparian  business  we  would  have  to  allow  less 
water  to  go  down  the  river. 

4431.  You  have  no  other  observations  or  gaugings  of  the  stream  in  any  other 
season  P — No. 

4432.  Have  you  seen  any  rainfall  observations  for  the  Drakenstein  range  of 
mountains  ? — No. 

4433.  Do  you  know  any  single  instance  in  this  Colony  where  any  public  body  has 
been  allowed  to  construct  their  reservoir  without  allowing  the  dry  weather  flow  to  run 
down  the  river  P — No,  I  do  not. 

4434.  You  don’t  know  whether  there  is  one  or  not  ? — No,  I  don’t  know. 
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4435.  Have  you  looked  carefully  into  the  rainfall  record,  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  how  long  the  dry  season  continues  ? — I  have  had  no  figures  at  my  disposal 
as  to  the  returns.  We  really  require  the  returns  of  the  district  for  that. 

4436.  You  are  aware  that  as  a  matter  of  experience  we  find  in  this  part  of  the 
Colony  that  seven  months  is  frequently  the  duration  of  the  dry  season  ? — Yes,  I  would 
not  be  surprised  if  that  were  the  fact. 

4437.  So  that  the  three  months  for  which  you  are  making  provision  would 
scarcely  be  a  sufficient  supply  for  a  dry  season  extending  over  seven  months  ? — But 
then  we  are  getting  back  to  this  abstract  question  again,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to 
admit  anything. 

y  4438.  It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  water  must  be  drawn  from  the  reservoir  through 

the  seven  months  of  the  year  ? — Yes. 

4439.  Now,  you  applied  the  rainfall  on  Table  Mountain  to  the  rainfall  of  your 
range  of  mountains  ? — Oliphant’s  Hoek  is  somewhat  similar  to  Table  Mountain. 

4440.  You  stated  that  it  compared,  more  or  less,  with  Table  Mountain  ? — Yes  ; 
the  altitudes  are  similar. 

4441.  Then  if  the  experience  of  a  dry  season  frequently  extends  over  seven  months 
on  Table  Mountain,  would  not  that  apply  to  Oliphant’s  Hoek  as  well  ? — Possibly  it 
might. 

4442.  Very  probably  ? — Yes ;  but  I  have  not  got  the  returns  here  to  guide  me. 

4443.  You  stated,  Mr.  Menmuir,  that  your  lowest  break  pressure  tank  would  be 
placed  at  673  feet  above  the  sea;  what  pressure  would  it  give  through  th)  Flats? 
—304  lbs. 

4444.  That  is  a  heavy  pressure  ? — Yes. 

4445.  And  it  is  very  unusual  for  a  pipe  line  of  that  length  ? — Undoubtedly  it  is. 

4446.  And  of  course  it  necessitates  greater  thickness  in  the  pipe  and  consequently 
greater  cost? — Yes,  undoubtedly. 

4447.  Now,  supposing  it  was  possible  by  amalgamation  of  schemes  to  supply  the 
higher  levels  from  Table  Mountain  so  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  provide  for  this 
673  feet,  that  would  result  in  a  saving  of  cost  ? — Yes. 

4447  (a).  So  that  instead  of  the  service  reservoir  of  463  feet,  you  were  only 
supplying  to  about  300  feet,  say,  you  would  effect  a  considerable  saving? — (No 
answer.) 

4448.  Have  you  made  provision  in  this  dam  which  you  propose  to  build  at 
Oliphant’s  Hoek  for  increasing  its  height ;  that  is  to  say,  has  it  been  designed  with  a 
view  of  increasing  its  height,  if  necessary? — The  dam  has  been  designed  by  Mr.  Wright, 
and  his  estimate  of  it  has  been  accepted,  but  it  is  proposed  that  a  Water  Committee 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Council  with  a  view  to  supplying  me  with  further  informa¬ 
tion  which  I  have  not  got  now. 

4449.  Chairman].  Water  Committee  of  the  Council  ? — Yes,  there  are  a  lot  <>f 
things  which  I  would  have  liked  to  have  brought  to  your  notice,  hut  I  had  such  short 
time  allowed  me  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  gather  the  data.  As  a  matter  of  fact  I 
am  considering  this  very  question  of  increasing  the  reservoir  now. 

4450.  Of  your  own  knowledge,  you  don’t  know  details  of  all  the  works  which  have 
been  proposed  for  storing  water  at  Oliphant’s  Hoek  ? — Oh,  yes,  I  do  know  that,  and 
there  has  been  no  provision  made  as  to  the  height  of  the  dam,  which  is  designed  to  hold 
280,000,000  gallons  of  water. 

4450(a).  The  dam  is  designed  to  hold  280,000,000  gallons  and  you  cannot  by 
building  on  to  it  increase  that  impounding  capacity  ?— No,  that  is  the  capacity  of  the 
dam. 

4451.  So  that  if  you  had  to  increase  the  storage  works  there  the  estimate  of 
£300,000  would  have  to  be  very  considerably  increased  too? — Yes. 

4452.  Dr.  Anderson. ]  You  say  that  the  city  of  Cape  Town  is  asking  you  Is.  fid. 
per  1,000  gallons? — Yes. 

4453.  And  they  supplied  you  up  to  January  last  ? — Yes. 

4454.  What  was  tbe  charge  then? — I  am  not  sure,  but  I  think  Is.  3d.  At  any 
rate  they  are  charging  more  now  than  what  we  paid  before. 

4455.  And  is  that  for  any  quantity  that  you  would  like  to  take  or  is  there  a  fixed 
quantity  ? — I  believe  not  above  50,000  gallons  per  day. 

4456.  Mr.  Dyer.]  Do  you  know  the  total  quantity  which  Woodstock  now  receives 
from  all  sources  ? — Yes,  somewhere  about  200,000  gallons.  That  is  now  supplied  by 
the  Waterworks  Committee. 

4457.  Can  you  tell  us  the  quantity  that  the  Railway  Department  gets? — No. 

4458.  And  the  breweries?  We  canuot  let  the  breweries  have  any  at  present  on 
account  of  some  agreement  with  Mr.  Ohlsson. 
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4469.  Asa  matter  of  fact,  I  suppose,  if  you  find  the  supply  from  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
you  could  still  get  your  200,000  gallons  from  the  Water  Committee,  hut  you  are  only 
compelled  to  take  60,000  gallons  per  day  ? — Yes,  under  the  Act. 

4460.  -Can  you  tell  us  about  the  alteration  in  the  size  of  the  pipes  ?— -The 
hydraulic  gradient  is  so  very  steep — it  is  1  in  41. 

4461.  Chairman.']  Am  I  right  in  supposing  that,  in  accordance  with  this 
estimate,  the  Council  proposes  to  spend  £300,000,  and  to  get  a  delivery  of  3,000,000 
gallons  a  day,  and  that  you  propose  to  store  in  round  figures  300,000,000,  which 
means  1 00  days’  supply  ?— Yes. 

4462.  But  in  the  event  that  the  dry  season  throughout  which  you  may  he  unable 
to  add  to  your  storage  lasts  for  200  days,  then  you  would  have  to  increase  yoilr  storage 
capacity  by  twice  ? — Yes  ;  if  we  cannot  get  sufficient  water  from  the  one. 

4463.  To  what  extent  would  it  mean  increased  cost?  Would  it  be  double  ?— -No, 
it  wouid  not  cost  double. 

4464.  At  present  your  scheme  means  to  supply  100  days’  consumption  of  3,000,000 
gallons  per  day  ? — That  is  if  we  are  not  allowed  to  take  water  from  the  stream. 

4465.  And  if  it  were  necessary  to  have  200  days’  supply  you  must  not  depend  upon 
the  average  flow  of  the  river,  but  you  must  increase  very  largely  the  cost  of  construc¬ 
tion  ? — Undoubtedly  ;  we  shall  have  to  get  more  storage  accommodation. 

4466.  Now,  this  estimate  of  revenue  is  based  upon  the  consumption  of  3,000,000 
gallons  per  day  ? — Yes,  but  I  think  it  is  rather  split  up.  Take  the  first  one  of  1| 
million  gallons,  from  which  we  will  get  £27,000  and  our  expenditure  in  connection 
with  it  will  amount  to  £17,000 ;  therefore  we  will  have  a  profit  of  £10,000,  and  that 
is  only  for  the  lj  million. 

4467.  But  on  what  consumption  of  water  is  this  estimate  based  ? — On  l.J.  million. 

4468.  But  as  far  as  the  estimate  of  revenue — of  probable  income  of  £68,400 — is 
concerned,  that  is  based  on  a  consumption  of  3,000,000  gallons  ?— Yes. 

4469.  So  that  before  you  can  get  £68,000  out  of  revenue  you  must  deliver 
3,000,000  gallons  of  water  ? — Yes. 

4470.  And  now  how  much  of  that  3,000,000  do  you  intend  to  supply  ? — -Well,  if 
we  get  the  customers  we  intend  to  supply  3,000,000  gallons.  We  anticipate  that  we 
could  sell  at  least  one  half. 

4471.  The  point  is  the  Council  proposes  to  get  a  revenue  from  the  sale  of  water 
based  upon  a  delivery  of  3,000,000  gallons  for  every  day  in  the  year  ? — Yes. 

4472.  But  you  are  constructing  works  now  only  to  store  3,000,000  a  day  for  100 
days  ? — But  now  we  get  back  to  the  abstract  question  again,  and  the  riparian  rights, 
which  I  cannot  explain  as  I  don’t  understand  them. 

4473.  The  Council  has  taken  as  real  that  they  are  going  to  get  a  water  revenue 
based  upon  a  daily  supply  of  3.000,000  for  365  days  and  by  that  they  hope  to  get 
£68,000  for  the  year  ? — Yes. 

4474.  And  your  works  now  are  only  to  store  280,000,000  ? — Yes. 

4475.  And  if  the  drought  extends  over  six  or  seven  months  of  the  year,  you  must 
be  very  much  out  ? — Yes. 

4476.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  You  don’t  know  where  the  rainfall  returns  are  ? — No,  I 
don’t  know. 

4477.  How  do  you  know  that  there  are  rainfall  returns  ? — The  only  ones  I  have 
seen  are  published  in  the  “  Argus  Annual.” 

4478.  Are  there  any  returns  in  the  Municipal  office  ? — The  gaugings  that  were** 
tested. 

4479.  Are  there  any  reedrds  of  previous  gaugings  to  that  ? — I  have  not  any. 

4480.  Have  you  searched  your  office  for  them  ? — Yes,  but  found  none. 

4481.  What  reports  have  you  on  this  scheme  in  your  office? — Only  the  one  that 
I  mentioned  to  the  Chairman. 

4482.  Did  not  Mr.  Wright  draw  up  a  report  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  one  that  I  mean. 

4483.  And  that  has  plans,  drawings,  aud  surveys  connected  with  it  ? — Yes. 

4484.  There  are  in  your  office  proper  specifications  and  working  drawings  ? — The 
specifications  have  not  been  drawn  out  yet. 

4485.  But  there  are  some  that  the  Council  is  prepared  to  furnish.  W ould  you  be 
able  to  furnish  the  working  drawings  and  also  Mr.  Wright’s  report  ? — Yes. 

4486.  Mr.  Stewart .]  Would  it  not  be  advisable  to  keep  a  surplus  in  hand  of  this 
3,000,000  that  you  propose  to  provide ;  that  is  to  say,  not  to  dispose  of  the  whole 
3,000,000  gallons? — Oh,  yes,  undoubtedly. 

4487.  Then  the  cost  of  the  works  will  have  to  be  spread  over  the  quantity  of  water 
that  you  actually  sold  ? — Yes  ;  if  we  sell  1^  million,  we  hope  to  clear  £10,000  on  it. 

4488.  And  the  price  per  1,000  gallons  would  bo  very  much  higher  if  you  only  sold 
half  of  the  water  ? — No,  the  price  is  put  down  here  at  Is.  3d.  per  1,000  gallons. 
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4489.  And  when  you  reach  3,000,000  gallons  per  (lay,  you  would  have  to  increase 
your  works  ? — Yes,  if  we  are  not  allowed  to  take  the  water  from  the  streams ;  but  I 
must  say  to  supply  our  wants  for  a  good  while  to  come  it  would  be  quite  sufficient  for 
us  to  have  1]  million  gallons  per  day. 

4490.  Chairman .]  As  a  Commission,  we  have  to  look  at  the  future? — Yes,  but  we 
can  provide  for  the  future  by  putting  further  works  down. 

4491.  As  far  as  I  can  understand,  I  don't  think  you  have  given  me  the  information 
on  the  point  as  to  whether,  supposing  that  it  is  advisable  to  restrict  our  report  to  the 
question  of  this  water  to  Woodstock,  you  are  in  a  position  to  assure  me  that  you 
would  be  able  to  supply  the  3,000,000  per  day  for  the  365  days  ? — Well,  it  depends 
upon  the  quantity  of  water  which  is  to  go  down  the  stream. 

4492.  The  point  is  this :  you  cannot  satisfy  us  that  the  supply  either  is  there  or 
that  it  is  available  for  you  ? — The  water  is  there,  but  to  what  extent  we  are  able  to  use 
it  I  cannot  say. 

4493.  Mr.  Stewart.']  Are  you  aware  whether  there  is  any  opinion  by  Counsel 
as  to  whether  you  could  put  a  dam  on  that  river  at  all  ? — I  am  not  sure. 

4494.  Chairman.]  You  have  no  real  information  to  give  to  the  Commission  as  far 
as  I  can  see  of  the  number  of  days  in  the  year  during  which  your  Council  would  be 
able  to  add  to  your  supply  ? — I  have  only  these  gaugings. 

4495.  From  that  I  cannot  see  for  how  many  days  of  the  year  the  water 
required  daily  would  really  run  in  the  whole  flow  of  the  stream,  suppose  you  get  it  ? — 
We  could  keep  on  going  very  nicely.  If  the  Court  were  to  hold  that  we  should  allow 
one  million  gallons  per  day  to  go.  down  the  stream  we  should  still  be  able  to  go  along 
very  well.  More  water  comes  down  in  March  than  in  any  of  the  other  months,  and 
the  difficulty  is  to  know  to  what  extent  we  shall  have  the  right  to  the  stream. 

4496.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Wright  will  be  prepared  to  give  evidence  before 
the  Commission1? — I  don’t  know. 

4497.  Mr.  Gurney.]  He  is  away  just  now,  is  he  not  ? — Yes. 

4498.  Chairman.]  Has  your  Council  instructed  you  to  make  any  observations  in 
connection  with  drainage  ? — No. 

4499.  So  that  you  are  not  in  a  position  to  give  any  evidence  about  the  proposed 
drainage  scheme  ? — No. 

4500.  Who  is  in  charge  of  that  matter  ?— Mr.  Olive ;  it  was  done  before  I  came. 


TUESDAY,  29th  APRIL,  1902. 
Present : 


Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  ( Chairman ). 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 
Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
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Messrs.  William  Edward  Moore  and  George  Conrad  Behr  further  examined. 

\_Mr.  Moore  principally  answered  all  questions.] 

4501,  4502.  Chairman.  ]  Your  Engineer  yesterday,  by  the  evidence  which  he  gave, 
suggested  one  or  two  questions  which  I  should  like  to  put  to  you,  although  in  some 
respects  it  will  bring  us  back  to  points  upon  which  you  gave  evidence  the  other 
day. — We  shall  be  prepared  to  give  now  any  further  information  which  it  will  be  in 
our  power  to  give,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  auswer  any  further  questions. 

4503.  J  understand  now  that  it  is  an  essential  feature  of  your  proposals  with 
reference  to  the  Oliphant’s  lioek  scheme  that  you  have  to  dam  up  the  river  ? — It 
is  one  of  the  essential  features. 

4501.  It  is  clear  that  you  must  dam  up  the  river  ? — Yes. 

4505..  New  the  river  which  you  call  Wemmer's  Hook  or  Oliphant’s  River  is  known 
locally  by  that  name,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  really  part  ul  the  water  system  of 
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the  Berg  River  ? — Well,  1  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question,  exoept  in  so  far  as 
it  flows  into  the  Berg  River  ;  I  have  not  personally  visited  the  spot. 

4506.  But  it  is  part  of  the  system  of  the  Berg  River  ? — So  I  presume  from  the 
natural  formation  of  the  country. 

4507.  That  raises  a  point  in  our  minds  that  the  water  rights  on  that  stream,  as  a 
tributary  of  the  Berg  River,  cannot  simply  be  determined  by  the  people  that  live  on 
that  stream.  If  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Stream  is  part  of  the  Berg  River  system,  then  it 
seems  to  our  minds  that  the  question  of  the  water  rights  must  have  regard  to  the 
riparian  proprietors  along  the  Berg  River  P — A  riparian  right  really  is  the  right  of  the 
party  who  uses  that  which  he  claims  a  right  to ;  but  if  there  is  in  existence,  and  has 
been  in  existence  for  centuries,  a  flow  of  water  that  has  never  been  used,  theu  I  take  it 
that  no  party,  living  on  the  borders  of  the  river  and  who  uever  utilised  the  water,  cau 
claim  a  right  to  if,  but  that  of  course  is  a  question  of  law. 

4508.  That  is  rather  an  intricate  question  of  law  P — Yes ;  and  I  take  it  that  a 
man  who  claims  the  right  must  prove  that  he  exercised  that  right  for  a  period  of 
prescription,  which  at  present  is  thirty  years. 

4509.  It  would  also  mean  that  if  no  one  has  interfered  with  him  for  the  thirty 
years,  he  would  have  a  right  in  the  water  ? — No. 

4510.  If  it  is  passing  his  farm  and  no  one  has  claimed  it  ? — No  ;  he  could  how¬ 
ever  utilise  it,  but  could  not  prevent  others  from  utilising  it, 

4511.  I  am  not  lawyer  enough  to  go  into  that  ? — That  is  what  I  take  would  be  the 
principle  that  would  be  established. 

4512.  But  your  deputation  went  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  the  other  day  and  he 

informed - ■? — Bo  you  speak  of  the  deputation  of  ratepayers  ? 

4513.  Yes. — Well,  I  was  not  on  that  deputation. 

4514.  I  am  asking  you  a  question  on  the  newspaper  report  of  what  took  place 
between  this  deputation  and  the  Colonial  Secretary.  The  Colonial  Secretary  said  to 
the  deputation  that  the  point  of  giving  his  oonsent  to  your  purchase  of  these  rights  had 
been  submitted  to  the  Law  Department,  and  the  advice  he  got  from  the  Law  Officer  of  the 
Crown  was  “  that  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  for  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  give 
his  consent  to  the  purchase  of  the  water-rights  without  committing  himself  to  the  whole 
scheme.”  Now,  what  I  want  to  know  is  whether  it  is  within  your  knowledge  that  the 
point  submitted  to  the  Law  Department  was  only  the  financial  question,  or  partly  the 
financial  question  and  partly  the  question  of  the  water  rights  ? — I  dont’t  think  the 
question  of  the  water  rights  was  touched  at  all.  I  had  an  opportunity  afforded  me  by 
the  Colonial  Secretary  to  read  the  legal  opinion,  and  as  far  as  I  can  remember  I  don’t 
think  it  dealt  with  the  question  of  riparian  rights  at  all. 

4515.  There  is  another  point,  Mr.  Moore  :  Mr.  Bohr  said  the  other  day  that  it  was 
within  the  range  of  possibility  that  the  normal  flow  of  this  stream  would  have  to  go 
down  the  river  through  the  reservoir :  then  it  follows,  if  that  is  so,  that  the  3,000,000 
gallons  which  you  propose  to  take  out  of  the  reservoir  daily  must  come  into  the  reservoir 
over  and  above  the  3,000,000  gallons  which  you  propose  to  let  run  down  the  river, 
taking  3,000,000  gallons  to  be  the  normal  flow  of  the  stream :  do  you  follow  me 7 — 
Yes,  but  I  don’t  agree  with  that  view. 

4516.  Then  there  must  be  disagreement  betweeu  the  witne  ses  7 — That  may  be. 

4517.  Let  us  come  to  a  clear  understanding  upon  it:  Mr.  Bear  is  of  opinion  that 
at  any  rate  it  is  within  the  bounds  of  possibility,  that  the  normal  flow  of  the  stream — 
assuming  that  the  normal  flow  of  the  stream  is  3,000,000  gallons — will  have  to  go  down 
for  the  benefit  of  the  lower  proprietors  :  well  then,  you  propose  to  lead  out  of  your 
reservoir  another  3,000,000  gallons,  so  that  it  must  follow  that  there  must  be  all  tire 
year  round  6,000,000  gallons — 3,000,000  to  go  down  the  river  and  3,000,000  to  be  led 
away  to  Woodstock? — Yes,  if  that  assumption  is  correct. 

4518.  Then  we  have  it,  suggested  that  for  six  months  of  the  year  nothing  but  the 
normal  flow  of  the  3,000,000  gallons  will  flow  in  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  River  ? — I 
follow  you. 

4519.  Therefore  it  would  follow  from  that  that  during  the  other  six  months  you 
must  store  3,000,000  gallons  per  diem  in  addition  to  the  3,000,000  gallons  that  you 
abstract  ? — Yes. 


4520.  That  must  mean  that  for  six  months  of  the  year  you  must  retain  in  your 
reservoir  6,000,000  gallons,  3,000,000  gallons  of  which  are  to  be  stored  for  the  time  of 
famine  ? — Yes. 

4521.  And  that  means  that  you  consider  that  the  concession  you  bought  from 
Mostert  gives  you  the  right  to  the  stormwater  of  the  whole  of  that  area  7 — Yes. 

4522.  Now,  has  it  been  settled  in  the  law  of  this  Colony  that  supposing  your 
water  rights  have  been  legally  and  properly  obtained  you  have  a  right  to  the 
stormwater  as  well  ? — That  has  been  decided.  Whatever  is  created  as  it  were  by  a  0<  'Uncil 


191 


or  body  or  Corporate  body  that  is  t  heirs,  even  if  the  assumption  is  correct  that  they  have  to  Mr$sr». 
allow  the  whole  of  the  quantity  coming  from  the  s  pring  to  flow  away  :  That  point  was  de-  H 
cided  in  the  case  of  the  Waterworks  Company  with  Struben:  There  under  particular  title  a.  c.  h*hr. 

deeds,  certain  dipping  rights  were  acquired,  but  to  enable  these  persons  to  exercise  A~ 

these  dipping  rights  a  certain  quantity  had  been  transfe  rred  to  tire  flow  of  the  river  ;  *  v  ’ 

that  was  specially  created  by  the  deed-contract,  between  the  parties;  and  the  Court 
held  that  whatever  storage  was  made  by  the  Company  was  their  property,  although 
specially  in  terms  of  this  deed  they  would  have  to  allow  the  natural  flow  of  the  Lies- 


beek. 


4523.  But  you  are  now  speaking  with  reference  to  a  specific  spring  ? — Yes. 

4524.  I  am  speaking  with  reference  to  stormw  ater,  and  I  don’t  know  how  this 
question  of  a  specific  spring  covers  the  question  I  raise  in  connection  with  the  storm¬ 
water  :  has  it  been  decided  that  the  stormwater  falling  on  such  an  area  as  you  have — 
some  34  square  miles — belongs  to  the  owner  of  the  ind  ividual  strip  on  which  it  falls, 
according  to  the  law  of  this  Colony  ? — I  cannot  quote  a  case,  and  I  would  have  to  look 
into  the  decisions  upon  these  matters,  but  I  take  it  tha  t  it  would  be  held  that  there  are 
uo  riparian  rights  in  regard  to  stormwater. 

4525.  Is  that  so  ? — I  think  that  would  be  the  decision,  and  I  see  there  is  a  legal 
member  on  this  Commission  who  would,  no  doubt,  be  able  to  throw  some  light  upon  it. 
That  is  my  view,  however,  on  the  spur  of  the  moment ;  but  one  would  really  have  to 
look  up  the  decided  cases. 

4526.  You  say  that  in  terms  of  Mr.  Mostert’s  concession  you  claim  the  right  in 
perpetuity  to  lead  away  that  supply  of  water  per  annum,  for  which  you  claim  to  have 
paid  £25,000,  and  you  claim  to  bring  that  water  to  Woodsto  ck  and  sell  it  for  £68,000 
a  year  and  thus  take  the  water  away  from  the  people  along  the  Berg  River,  who  from 
time  immemorial  have  had  the  right  to  it  and  considered  it  their  property  ? — But  they 
have  never  used  it. 

4527.  Then  supposing  that  is  so,  does  the  right  in  the  property  stand  or  fall  by 
the  fact  of  use  ? — I  think  so.  (Mr.  Behr)  :  But  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  river  itself  dis¬ 
charges  more  than  3,000,000  into  the  Berg  River.  (Mr.  Moore) :  The  principle 
would  be  the  same. 

4528.  The  Engineer  yesterday  shewed  us  gaugings  taken  below  a  point  where 
certain  three  streams  join,  all  three  of  them  thereafter  flowing  into  your  reservoir  area.  We 
admit  that  it  is  quite  possible  that  from  the  large  collecting  area  which  you  have  there  may 
be  a  good  deal  more  water  than  we  are  assuming,  but  we  don’t  know  it.  The  evidence  we 
have  in  front  of  us  shews  that  the  gaugings  have  been  taken  for  such  a  short  time 
that  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  assume  that  anything  more  than  the  3,000,000  gallons 
per  diem  is  normally  the  flow  of  the  stream  and  that  is  a  question  that  seems  to  me  will 
have  to  be  settled  ? — There  were  gaugings  for  three  different  months. 

4529.  Quite  so :  and  for  nearly  half  of  that  the  return  of  gaugings  were  below 
3,000,000  gallons  ? — Yes,  I  take  it  that  would  be  the  normal  flow. 

4530.  But  we  have  not  got  it  before  us  ? — I  suppose  that  the  parties  who  claim 
the  rights  would  have  to  establish  first  of  all  what  is  the  average  flow.  Supposing  the 
maximum  flow  were  5,000,000  gallons  per  day,  and  the  minimum  flow  1,000,0  00  a  day, 
they  could  not  claim  5,000,000  gallons ;  they  would  have  to  establish  what  is  more  or 
less  the  average  flow  to  he  allowed  to  run  into  tire  river :  That  I  take  it  would  he 
common  equity. 

4531.  Of  course  I  put  these  questions  on  the  assumption  which  Mr.  Behr  gave  us 
the  other  day,  that  it  would  be  quite  possible  that  you  might  be  compelled  to  let  the 
normal  flow  of  the  Wemmer’s  lloek  River,  which  is  a  tributary  of  the  Berg  River,  go 
down  to  the  Berg  River;  and  by  the  gaugings  before  us  yesterday  the  average  flow — 
normal  flow — of  the  river  would  be  about  3,000,000  gallons ;  are  we  likely  to  bo  far 
out  in  assuming  that  as  the  normal  flow  of  the  river,  for  the  sake  of  argument  ? — Of 
course  we  assume  that  it  is  possible,  but  that  does  not  follow  that  it  is  probable. 

4532.  Quite  so,  of  course ;  but  looking  at  the  scheme  all  round  we  have  got  to 
take  possibilities  into  consideration  as  well? — I  would  respectfully  submit  probabilities 

4533.  Of  course  we  might  find  ourselves  in  a  position  that  we  may  have  to  call 
some  legal  experts  on  this  question  and  on  the  question  of  the  ownership  of  storm  water. 
Evidence  on  these  points  may  have  to  be  led,  because  at  present  it  seems  to  me  that  you 
claim  the  ownership  of  the  stormwater  and  the  right  to  impound  it,  and  thereafter  to 
bring  it  to  Woodstock,  and  there  may  be  a  legal  point  as  to  whether  stormwater  may 
be  diverted  after  it  flows  into  the  bed  of  a  perennial  stream  ? — That  has  been 
decided. 

4534.  That  you  can  impound  in  the  stream  ? — Yes. 

4535.  There  was  just  one  other  point :  about  the  estimates.  The  Engineer  said, 
and  I  suppose  you  concur,  that  the  storage  capacity  of  your  reservoir  is  a  little  under 
300,000,000  gallons  ? — Of  course  we  accept  the  estimate  of  our  engineer. 
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4536.  Ami  ho  says  that  is  3,  93  days’  supply  of  3,000,000  a  day  ? — Yes. 

4537.  Well,  we  put  the  question  to  him,  “  Suppose  that  it  is  not  au  unreasonable 
assumption  that  the  dry  period  instead  of  being  90  days  shall  be  200  days,  would  not 
that  mean  that  you  would  have  to  be  prepared  to  store  600,000,000  instead  of 
300,000,000  gallons,  and  would  not  that  to  a  very  large  extent  increase  the  necessary 
cost  of  the  scheme  ”  ? — You  mean  of  the  means  of  preserving  the  water  ? 

4538.  Yes. — Of  course,  naturally,  if  you  have  one  reservoir  which  costs  a  good 
deal,  and  you  have  another  reservoir,  it  will  cost  so  muoli  more. 

4539.  So  that  it  appears  there  are  not  sufficient  data  on  whioh  to  form  an 
opinion  as  to  the  cost  of  the  work :  that  is  really  what  it  comes  to  ? — 
Of  oourse,  that  is  assuming  that  there  is  such  a  period  of  drought  as  you  have  just 
mentioned  (you  would  say  that  you  have  not  got  that  information  before  you),  but  as 
as  a  matter  of  fact  we  have  not  at  this  end  of  the  Colony  such  periods  of  drought. 
The  last  summer  has  been  the  driest  for  a  series  of  years. 

4540.  According  to  the  returns  by  the  Meteorological  Commission,  the  possible 
period  of  drought  for  the  Cape  Town  area  must  be  calculated  at  seven  months  in  the 
year  ? — Consecutive? 

4541.  Yes  — I  did  not  know  that.  But  even  with  this  dry  season  you  must  bear 
in  mind  that  there  was  no  decrease,  for  instance,  in  the  Albion  Spring. 

4542.  I  am  speaking  now  about  the  reservoir  ? — Of  course,  in  any  increase  the 
Albion  Spring  is  greatly  affected  by  the  rainfall. 

4543.  And  there  are  large  rises  and  falls  of  quantity  ? — Exactly  so. 

4544.  But  the  point  is  this  :  that  the  Meteorological  returns  for  a  number  of 
years  shew  that  occasionally  you  may  have  a  dry  season  of  seven  months’  duration 
on  Table  Mountain,  and  therefore  in  Oliphant’s  Hoek  equally  it  is  probable  that  the 
seven  months’  dry  season  may  intervene  during  which  you  must  be  able  to  have  the 
water  brcmght  down  to  Woodstock? — Of  course  if  there  is  no  rainfall  there  is  no  storage 
of  water. 

4545.  And  therefore  it  would  seem  that  you  must  be  prepared,  if  your  scheme  is 
to  be  ad  equate  as  to  the  future,  or  even  immediate  requirements,  to  store  something 
like  600, 000,000  gallons  of  water? — Of  course  that  could  be  done  by  increasing  the  works. 
I  am  not  an  expert  engineer  but  the  embankment  which  is  to  be  raised  is  about  60  feet 
high.  If  another  ten  feet  were  put  on  top  of  that  of  course  it  would  give  a  larger  pro¬ 
portionate  increase  in  the  supply. 

4546.  But  you  are  not  aware  whether  your  engineer  has  made  his  plans  of  the  base 
of  the  reservoir  wall  with  the  view  to  permit  of  that  elevation  ? — I  think  so.  You 
asked  me  a  question  the  other  day,  Mr.  Chairman,  whether  the  Committee  of  Manage¬ 
ment  had  had  an  offer  by  Woodstock  in  regard  to  the  water  question  and  I  have 
brought  with  me  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  was  addressed  to  the  Town  Council  of 
Claremont.  This  letter  was  sent  after  we  had  acquired  the  rights  but  before  the  Arbi¬ 
tration  proceedings  and  it  is  as  follows  : — 

“  November  15th,  1899. 

“  The  Municipal  Clerk, 

“  Claremont. 

“  Dear  Sik, 

“  I  am  instructed  by  the  Council  to  ask  you  to  put  before  your  Council  in 
Committee  the  following  matter  : — 

“  This  Council  has  a  farm  offered  them,  786  morgen,  about  35  miles  from 
Cape  Town,  plentifully  supplied  with  water,  for  the  sum  of  £30,000.  The  farm 
has  been  visited  by  the  Mayor  of  Woodstock  and  the  Engineer,  who  found 
abundance  of  water  at  the  end  of  last  summer,  and  thought  if  the  farm  were 
purchased  by  the  two  Councils,  Claremont  and  Woodstock,  the  water  supply  could 
be  considerably  augmented  and  included  in  the  Waterworks  scheme. 

“  The  water  rights  and  two  farms  below  can  be  purchased  for  the  sum  of 
£9,800,  to  allow  a  pipe  to  be  taken  through,  hut  the  owner  of  the  farm  lias  offered 
to  purchase  these  and  to  include  a  water  right  through  in  the  £30,000,  should  the 
Council  purchase  the  upper  farm. 

“  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  lay  the  matter  before  your  Council  and  inform 
me  of  the  result.” 

4547.  Well,  I  will  just  read  to  you  the  evidence  which  was  given  before  the  Com¬ 
mission  the  other  day  by  a  member  of  the  Joint  Committee,  as  follows: — “Have 
you  any  other  scheme  afoot? — There  were  two  schemes  afoot ; — the  Steenbras 
River  scheme  and  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  River  scheme.  There  have  been  several 
inspections  of  these  localities,  but  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  scheme  has  been  with- 
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drawn  from  the  Board  participating  in  it.  When  it  was  offered  in  the  first 
instance,  I  was  present  at  one  inspection,  and  it  was  after  that  that  it  was  with¬ 
drawn,  for  what  reason  I  do  not  know.”  {Mr.  Moore) — Whose  evidence  is  that ; 
is  that  Mr.  Tonkin’s  ? 

4548.  No  ;  the  evidence  proceeds  as  follows  : — “  Have  you  a  resolution  from  the 
Woodstock  Council  to  that  effect  ? — There  has  been  a  decision  to  that  effect. 

“  Have  they  approached  you  by  resolution  ? — They  invited  the  Municipalities  and 
the  J oint  Committee  to  inspect  the  sources  of  supply. 

“  Did  they  at  that  time  intimate  that  it  was  their  intention  to  place  that  supply  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Water  Board  ? — Yes. 

“  And  that  has  now  been  altered  ? — Yes.” 

So  that  in  view  of  that  evidence  we  were  bound  to  put  that  question  to  you  ? — 
There  has  been  no  resolution  subsequent  to  that  letter. 

4549.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  It  was  subsequent  to  this  letter  that  Mr.  Mostert  acquired  the 
riparian  rights? — Oh  yes  ;  and  he  had  to  pay  very  heavily,  something  like  £12,000,  I 
believe. 

4550.  Then  there  was  a  question  about  water  boring  :  Mr.  Behr  said  that  he 
would  refresh  his  memory  with  regard  to  that  matter.  You  were  not  able,  Mr.  Behr, 
to  recollect  that  a  firm  had  been  employed  at  a  cost  of  £184  to  make  borings  on  the 
side  of  the  mountain  which  were  abortive,  although  that  firm  had  offered  to  produce 
water  elsewhere  in  Woodstock  subject  to  their  being  paid  £500  on  the  production  of  a 
supply  of  50,000  gallons  per  diem  ? — {Mr.  Behr)  :  That  is  so,  but  the  firm  wanted  to 
bore  in  our  yard,  and  even  if  we  had  obtained  50,000  gallons  there  it  would  have  been 
of  no  use  to  the  inhabitants,  unless  expensive  pumping  machinery  were  gone  in  for. 

4551.  The  point  is  :  the  offer  was  not  limited  to  boring  in  the  yard  ? — Yes,  it  was 
limited  to  boring  in  the  yard  either  behind  the  Municipal  offices  or  in  the  front  garden. 
{Mr.  Mo  v'e.)  The  Council  passed  a  resolution  that  they  should  bore  for  water  and  the 
question  was  asked  “  where  should  they  bore  ?  ”  and  then  they  said  “  In  your  yard  or 
in  front  of  the  building,”  aud  as  we  wanted  to  obtain  an  increased  supply  for  the 
inhabitants  of  Woodstock  the  matter  was  absurd  on  the  face  of  it,  to  bore  for  water  at 
this  low  level  to  supply  the  inhabitants  at  the  high  levels  or  even  in  the  imme  date 
neighbourhood.  However,  it  was  decided  that  we  should  call  for  tenders,  and  a  tender 
came  in  for  £390,  but  it  was  so  absurd  to  spend  that  sum  of  money  for  water  which 
would  only  be  of  use  for  the  Municipal  offices  that  the  Council  decided  not  to  have  it. 

4552.  Mr.  De  Villiers.']  Have  you  taken  Counsel’s  opinion  on  the  question  of 
riparian  rights  on  the  Berg  River  ? — No 

4553.  You  said  just  now  that  you  thought  that  a  riparian  owner  could  not  claim 
water  unless  he  had  been  accustomed  to  use  it  ? — Yes. 

4554.  Are  not  the  Berg  River  and  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  River  both  known  as, 
what  is  called  under  our  law,  perennial  streams  ? — Yes. 

4555.  Is  it  not  a  fact  then  that  any  owner  of  land  by  or  through  which  such  a 
perennial  stream  flows  is  entitled  to  the  water  for  the  purpose  of  irrigation,  indepen¬ 
dently  of  prescription  or  use  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question.  It  is  such 
an  important  question  and  involves  so  much  as  regards  water  rights  that  it  requires  a 
deeper  search  into  the  decisions  upon  the  subject. 

4556.  Well,  do  you  think  that  none  of  the  proprietors  on  the  Berg  River  use  the 
water  as  an  actual  fact? — As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain  they  have 
not  been  using  the  water  except  with  a  very  few  exceptions.  One  does  not 
wish  to  expose  one’s  hand  in  case  any  of  the  parties  should  bring  an  action,  and,  at 
the  Paarl,  there  is  a  firm  of  Mossop  &  Frater  who  use  the  water  for  their  tannery,  but 
besides  them  I  believe  that  only  a  few  washerwomen  are  using  the  water  for  washing 
clothes.  Take  the  Paarl  Municipality.  I  was  informed  that  this  very  Oliphant’s 
Hoek  had  been  offered  to  them,  but  they  had  not  tbe  courage  of  their  convictions,  and 
did  not  buy  it.  Now  that  Woodstock  has  secured  it  they  raise  a  storm  in  a  teapot. 
At  all  events,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  no  one  has  been  using  the  water 
for  irrigation  purposes. 

4557.  It  runs  through  Piquetberg  and  Malmesbury  districts? — Yes,  and  finds  an 
outlet  into  the  sea  at  Saldanha  Bay. 

4558.  And  now  the  question  is  :  Has  every  man  living  along  that  river  the  right 
to  claim  the  water  from  whatever  source  it  may  flow? — That  is  a  question  that  the 
Court  will  have  to  decide.  And  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Berg  River  starts 
much  higher  up  in  the  Frcnoh  Hoek  Mountain,  and  that  the  Wemmer’s  Hoek  is  a 
small  tributary  stream. 

4559.  Chairman .]  But  is  it  not  so  that  if  you  may  draw  from  that  tributary, 
Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  may  draw  from  the  other  tributary  ? — Yes. 

4560.  And  therefore  by  taking  the  individual  tributaries  you  may  take  all  the 
water  ? — No  the  river  must  have  its  origin,  the  Thames  has  its  origin. 
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4561.  But  you  are  prepared  to  admit  that  the  eight  or  ten  Companies  of  Loudon 
oan  only  take  a  certain  amount  of  the  water  out  of  the  Thames  ;  they  caunot  take  the 
whole  of  the  stream,  and  have  to  allow  a  large  quantity  of  the  .water  to  flow  down  the 
i  iver  ? — I  don’t  know  that.  All  I  know  is  that  the  user  is  not  interfered  with  thereby. 

4562.  But  may  not  any  other  Municipality  do  the  same  as  you  to  every  tributary 
of  the  Berg  River  and  so  empty  the  Berg  River  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that. 

4563.  Mr.  l)e  Vittiers.~\  Take  the  case  of  a  farmer  iu  the  Malmesbury  District 
who  does  use  the  water  for  irrigation.  If  after  you  have  constructed  your  reservoir 
the  flow  of  the  water  down  the  river  is  weaker  than  before  and  such  a  farmer  sues  you 
inconsequence,  don’t  you  think  that  the  case  will  go  against  you  ?— I  don’t  know; 
these  cases  are  continually  cropping  up  in  Court  and  each  case  has  to  be  decided 
upon  its  owu  merits.  A  person  must  prove  he  is  user  before  he  can  claim  the  right. 
Take  the  case  of  a  river  where  the  course  has  been  diverted,  where  the  property  of  one 
man  on  the  one  side  of  the  stream  is  brought  into  the  property  of  another  on  the  other 
side  of  the  stream  by  the  diversion,  and  as  the  former  man  has  had  the  use  of  the  water 
for  30  years  he  claims  the  right  and  so  streams  are  continually  diverted. 

4564.  Would  not  that  apply  to  a  stream  which  is  not  perennial? — I  don’t  know — 
such  a  case  has  occurred  at  Wellington. 

4565.  You  have  mentioned  the  case  of  the  Cape  Districts  Water  Company  and 
Struben  ? — Yes. 

4566.  Was  it  not  stated  there  by  the  Chief  Justice<£  that  independently  of  prescrip¬ 
tion  or  contract  an  upper  proprietor  will  be  restrained  from  diverting  any  portion  of 
the  customary  flow  of  a  perennial  stream  unless  he  can  prove  that  no  injury  can  possibly 
result  from  such  diversion  ”  ?— I  am  aware  of  that  decision,  but  take,  for  instance,  the 
situation  and  the  position  of  the  river  at  the  Paarl.  There  they  have  not  used  the 
water  and  they  could  only  do  so  by  pumping  it  up. 

4567.  In  any  case  the  general  principle  would  apply  to  the  dam  you  are  construct¬ 
ing  at  Oliphant’s  Hoek  ? — No  ;  assuming,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  every  drop  of 
water  that  flows  from  that  stream  would  have  to  bo  allowed  to  flow  into  the  Berg 
River,  then,  nevertheless,  whatever  water  had  been  stored  by  the  Council  would  be  the 
property  of  the  Council. 

4568.  Stormwater? — Yes,  the  stormwater  which  has  accumulated  in  the  reservoir. 

4569.  But  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  question  of  stormwater  has  not  been  decided  in 
our  law — that  it  is  a  moot  point  ? — I  don’t  know  what  the  Roman-Dutch  authorities 
say  upon  that  matter,  but  at  all  events  it  is  clear  that  the  point  has  never  arisen  iu 
Court,  and  we  know  that  persons  have  stored  water  and  used  it ;  and  we  may  assume 
that  if  they  were  not  entitled  to  do  so  the  question  would  have  been  raised  long  ago. 

4570.  Mr.  Steicart .]  Have  you  ever  had  Counsel’s  opinion  as  to  your  power  to 
build  this  dam  on  the  river?- -No,  because  we  don’t  think  it  necessary. 

4571.  It  is  the  case,  I  believe,  that  any  stormwater  collected  before  it  enters  a 
stream  may  be  taken  away  ? — I  believe  so  ;  yes. 

4572.  But  has  it  been  settled  that  stormwater  having  once  entered  a  definite 
stream  may  be  taken  away  for  other  purposes  than  the  use  of  the  land  ? — I  don’t 
know.  I  cannot  say  on  the  spur  of  the  moment — one  would  have  to  look  into  the 
authorities  and  decisions  in  the  matter. 

4573.  I  only  wanted  to  know  whether  a  decision  had  been  given? — I  don’t 
recollect  one  at  the  present  moment. 

4574.  Do  you  happen  to  remember  anything  ab  >ut  the  Arbitration  proceedings 
w'uch  took  place  between  the  farmers  in  the  Hout  Bay  Valley  and  the  Wynberg 
Municipality  about  12  years  ago,  when  Wynberg  diverted  water  for  the  use  of  the 
town  ? — I  have  some  recollection  of  the  case. 

4575.  You  don’t  know  that  notwithstanding  that  a  certain  amount  of  water  was 
allowed  to  flow  down  the  River,  Wyuberg  had  to  pay  certain  of  the  farmers  in  that 
valley  although  they  had  not  really  used  the  water  ? — Was  that  a  decision  of  the  Court  ? 

4576.  No — Arbitration? — Can  you  tell  me  of  whom  the  Arbitration  Court 
consisted ;  whether  there  were  any  legal  men  on  it? 

4577.  I  don’t  know  the  constitution  of  the  Arbitration  Court,  but  we  will  let  that 
pass.  You  stated  that  the  last  summer  was  the  driest  season  which  we  have  had  for 
years.  Upon  whaf  information  do  you  base  that  ?— Ocular  demonstration. 

4578.  You  would  accept  the  returns  of  the  Meteorological  Commission  as  a  guide  ? 
— Most  decidedly. 

4579  Have  you  studied  them  ? — No. 

4580.  Wo  d  1  you  be  astonished  to  hear  that  the  last  dry  season  was  considerably 
over  the  average,  as  a  matter  of  fact  ? — Of  rainfall  do  you  mean  ? 

4581  Yes  — Well,  not  being  a  meteorologist,  I  have  simply  taken  my  observations 
from  the  weather. 
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4582.  Do  you  remember  the  years  1894,  1895  and  1896  ? — Do  I  remember  these 
ars  ? 

4583.  The  dry  seasons,  I  mean. — Well  it  is  rather  difficult  now  to  recollect 
exactly  the  nature  of  the  dry  seasons.  One  would  not  recollect  unless  there  were  some 
special  incidents  fixing  one's  mind  upon  them. 

4584.  You  will  admit  that  the  records  fiom  the  rain  gauges  of  the  Meteorological 
Commission  are  the  best  guide  ? — It  would  be  absurd  for  me  to  say  otherwise  or  to 
urge  my  judgment  against  theirs. 

4585.  You  say  the  Albion  Spring  is  greatly  affected  by  rain.  On  what  informa¬ 
tion  was  tins  based? — From  our  Engineer,  and  the  fact  that  the  Water  Management 
Committee  were  unable  to  supply  certain  people.  They  had  a  number  of  applications 
which  they  could  not  meet  from  builders  who  offered  to  pay  for  every  25  gallons  that 
we  could  supply  the  price  charged  for  100  gallons,  and  after  the  rain  we  found  that 
we  could  supply  much  more.  This  information  I  have  gathered  from  the  report  of 
the  Engineer. 

4586.  Was  the  increase  not  from  the  slopes  of  the  mountain  ? — Well,  that  I  don’t 
know — I  am  not  an  Hydraulic  Engineer ;  perhaps  there  might  have  been  a  leakage  on 
the  top  of  Table  Mountain. 

4587.  If  the  Albion  Spring  were  greatly  affected  by  the  rainfall,  it  is  possible  that 
it  might  be  due  to  the  rainfall  as  much  as  to  a  leakage  from  Table  Mountain  ? — I 
think  more  probably  the  rainfall  than  the  leakage  from  Table  Mountain.  I  wish  to 
say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  you  asked  me  a  question  about  the  gaugings  of  the  Albion 
Spring,  and  I  have  got  them  here  now.  My  firm  conducted  the  arbitration  case  and 
these  gaugings  were  produced  before  the  arbitrators. 

4588.  Chairman .]  Do  they  extend  over  a  number  of  years  ? — Yes,  for  1893, 1894, 
1895,  1896,  1897,  1898,  and  1899. 

4589.  We  may  take  it  that  these  are  vouched  for  ? — Yes,  these  were  produced  in 
evidence  and  I  will  put  them  in.  (Documents  put  in). 

'4590.  Then  I  think  Mr.  Behr  promised  to  supply  us  with  a  copy  of  the  form  of 
debenture  ? — I  have  brought  that,  Mr.  Chairman.  (Form  of  debenture  put  in.) 

4591.  And  then  we  were  to  get  a  copy  of  the  form  of  guarantee  signed  in  favour 
of  the  Standard  Bank  in  respect  of  your  application  ? — That  would  come  from  the 
Water  Committee. 

4592.  The  point  arose  in  this  way :  Mr.  Behr  was  unable  to  say  whether  the 
Town  Council  of  Woodstock  had  entered  jointly  and  severally  with  the  other 
Municipalities  into  the  undertaking  in  the  sum  of  £300,000,  or  whether  they  had  only 
entered  to  the  extent  of  £75,000  ? — It  is  a  joint  and  several  liability.  The  Bank  holds 
that  they  are  jointly  and  severally  liable  for  the  present  amount  advanced.  The  four 
different  Municipalities  had  empowered  the  Water  Management  Committee  to  borrow 
the  £300,000  and  to  issue  this  debenture. 

4593.  But  the  Councils  are  jointly  and  severally  liable  in  re«pect  of  the 
£300,000  P— Yes. 

4594.  Then  Mr.  Behr  also  promised  to  get  us  the  gaugings  of  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek 

for  1899,  1900  and  1901,  I  believe? — Mr.  Wright,  who  is  away  at  present,  has 

got  those. 

4595.  Mr.  Gurney .]  In  this  form  of  debenture  there  is  a  clause  :  “  The  said  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  sterling,  with  the  interest  thereon,  is  charged  upon 
and  made  payable  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  said  Municipality.”  This  does  not  seem 
to  contemplate  the  condition  that  the  debenture  was  payable  only  out  of  a  loan  -which 
you  were  subsequently  authorised  to  raise  ? — The  whole  purchase  amount  will  even¬ 
tually  oome  out  of  the  loan. 

4596.  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Moore  who  said  that  the  debentures  were  not  a  loan  but 

only  in  the  nature  of  promissory  notes? — No,  I  said  that  it  was  the  balance  of  th« 

purchase  price,  and  would  have  to  be  paid  when  the  debt  became  due,  and  when  we 
obtained  the  loan  we  would  pay  that  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  whole.  There  are 
others  equally  capable  of  judging,  and  they  holdlthe  same  opinion. 

4597.  That  does  not  seem  in  accordance  with  the  wording  of  the  debenture,  which 
says  “  Made  payable  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  said  Municipality.”  Does  it  not? — If 
it  were  paid  out  of  the  revenue,  the  revenue  would  be  repaid. 

4598.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  the  ordinary  class  of  debenture  used  by  your 
Council  in  the  matter  of  raising  loans? — I  don’t  know  at  the  moment,  but  1  hardly 
think  that.  The  interest  is  payable  out  of  revenue  on  the  former  debentures  and  they 
would  have  to  x-aise  another  loan  to  pay  off  the  other. 

4599.  But.  your  debenture  reads  that  it  is  payable  on  a  certain  day  (although  in 
some  cases  there  may  be  25  years  interim)  and  that  it  is  repayable  out  of  the  revenue 
of  the  Municipality.  That  is  the  ordinary  form  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

BB  2 
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4600.  And  this  particular  form  of  debenture  reads  “  That  it  is  payable  on  tbe  1st 
June,  1906,  out  of  tbe  revenue  of  the  said  Municipality  ”  ? — Yes. 

4601.  So  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  form  of  the  debenture  which  would  make  it 
different  from  the  ordinary  form  ?  —Yes  it  is  different,  because  it  reads  “  That  the 
Municipality  of  Woodstock  acknowledge  themselves  indebted  to  Cornelis  Mostert  in 
the  sum  of  £250  sterling,  part  of  the  purchase  money  of  the  farm  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
and  of  certain  rights  to  the  water  flowing  therefrom,”  and  the  debenture  holder  is  to 
receive  interest,  such  interest  to  be  payable  at  the  Municipal  office  on  the  said  sum  of 
£250  sterling.” 

4602.  Quite  so  ;  it  is  the  ordinary  debenture  form  which  is  payable  out  of  your 
ordiuary  revenue  just  like  any  other  debenture  ? — Yes,  that  is  because  we  have  no  loan 
at  present,  but  the  moment  we  get  a  loan  it  will  be  paid  out  of  that  and  in  the 
meantime  the  Council  are  to  be  responsible  for  it. 

4603.  Your  ordinary  debentures  issued  under  authorised  loans  read  in  this  way  : 
“  Payable  out  of  revenue  by  the  said  Municipality  ”  ? — Yes. 

4604.  And  in  that  respect  this  debenture  is  just  like  the  ordinary  debenture 
issued  under  the  Loan  Act  ? — Yes,  in  that  sense. 

4605.  In  what  sense  then  is  it  differently  worded  ? — It  is  an  ordinary  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  debt  for  the  properties. 

4606.  But  in  what  way  does  it  differ  from  the  former  debenture  ? — It  is  an 
acknowledgment  and  states  the  cause  of  the  debt.  In  one  case  you  renounce  the 
exception  non  numeratae  pecuniae  and  in  the  other  exception  non  causa  debiti. 

460'7.  Mr.  Stewart.']  I  asked  you  the  other  day,  Mr.  Behr,  whether  in  considering 
the  cost  of  the  works  at  Oliphant’s  Hoek  provision  had  been  made  for'  raising  the  dam 
Avail  so  as  to  hold  6,000,000,000  gallons,  and  if  I  remember  rightly  your  answer  was 
“  Yes  ”  ? — Yes,  that  was  my  answer. 

4608.  Have  you  looked  that  up  since  ? — No,  but  I  think  that  is  the  fact.  Mr. 
Wright  in  his  estimate  has  allowed  for  that,  and  Mr.  Menmuir  knows  of  it  as  well.  I 
don’t  think  Mr.  Menmuir  made  up  the  estimate. 

4609.  I  ask  you  that  question  purposely  now  because  Mr.  Menmuir 
said  in  answer  to  a  question  yesterday  that  no  provision  had  been  made  beyond  60 
feet  ? — I  am  under  the  impression  that  at  the  time  it  was  decided  that  provision  should 
he  made  to  raise  the  wall  to  double  its  height. 

4610.  But  Mr.  Menmuir  told  us  yesterday  that  that  provision  has  not  been  made  ? 
— I  am  certainly  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Wright  allowed  for  that. 

4611.  But  Mr.  Menmuir  stated  quite  the  contrary  ? — Then  I  don’t  know. 

4612.  Chairman .]  I  believe,  Mr.  Behr,  you  stated  in  answer  to  Dr.  Anderson 
when  he  asked  you  “  whether  some  plans  had  been  prepared  before  the  ratepayers’ 
meeting  and  by  whom,”  you  answered  “  Mr.  Menmuir,  the  Municipal  Engineer  ”  P — 
Yes. 

4613.  And  yesterday  Mr.  Menmuir  said  that  no  provision  has  been  made?  — I 
don’t  know. 

46  4.  But  Mr.  Wright  made  the  original  plans  of  the  work  ? — Yes,  as  far  as  the 
levelling  and  taking  the  contour  of  the  valley  were  concerned,  and  these  papers  were 
handed  to  Mr.  Menmuir,  who  was  not  in  the  employ  of  the  Council  at  the  time  when 
Mr.  Wiight  made  them. 

4615  4  hen  Mr.  Wrio-ht  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  plans  of  the  reservoir  wall  ? — 
I  think  he  had. 

4616  Have  you  got  these  plans  ? — Mr.  Menmuir  has  them.  He  brought  them 
specially  with  him  yesterday. 

4<  17.  Mr.  Stewart.]  We  did  not  see  these  plans  ? — Oh,  but  he  brought  them  with 
him  yesterday. 

4618.  Chairman.]  Could  we  have  them? — Mr.  Menmuir  had  them  with  him 
yesterday.  (Mr.  Moore  )  :  I  think  all  the  information  necessary  to  enable  the  Minister 
to  give  his  consent  to  the  scheme  has  been  sent  to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  I 
presume  that  the  Commission  could  obtain  it  from  the  Colonial  Secretary.  It  was 
very  elaborate.  (Mr.  Behr)  :  These  plans  have  been  returned  by  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

4619.  Mr.  Stewart.]  You  promised  us  the  other  day,  Mr.  Behr,  that  you  would 
let  us  have  a  look  at  these  plans  ? — I  did,  and  Mr.  Menmuir  brought  them  specially  for 
that  purpose. 

4620.  Chairman.]  Perhaps  you  will  see  that  Ave  are  supplied  with  these  plans  ? — 

Yes. 

4621.  Mr.  Menmuir  gave  us  to  understand  yesterday  that  the  dam  wall  was 
planned  only  to  hold  a  certain  capacity? — Yes,  280,000,000  gallons. 

4622.  Coming  to  the  question  of  drainage,  we  should  like  to  have  some  information 
from  you,  Mr.  Moore.  To  what  extent  is  Woodstock  seAvered  and  drained  ? — Surfaoe 
mostly,  with  the  exception  that  we  have  just  at  present  a  small  bit  draining  the  hospital , 
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where  we  have  laid  down  certain  pipes,  in  addition  to  a  few  from  other  parts  of  the 
town. 

4623.  Beyond  that  it  is  all  surface  drainage,  and  all  sanitation  then  is  done  by 
means  of  the  collecting  arrangement? — Yes. 

4624.  Now,  you  have  an  Engineer  just  now  who  has  been  engaged  in  planning 
out  a  sewerage  scheme  ? — Yes,  a  Consulting  Engineer. 

4625.  That  is  Mr.  Olive  ? — Yes,  he  was  engaged  before  Mr.  Menmuir  came. 

4626.  Mr.  Menmuir  stated  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  drainage  works  of 
your  Municipality  ? — Mr.  Olive  is  our  Consulting  Engineer,  and  he  is  responsible  for 
the  whole  plan. 

4627.  And  a  scheme  has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Olive  and  submitted  to  your 
Council  and  adopted  by  the  ratepayers  ? — Yes. 

4628.  And  up  to  this  time  you  have  spent  a  good  deal  of  money  on  that  scheme  — 
some  thousands  of  pounds — have  you  not  ? — I  don’t  know  the  exact  amount,  but  Mr. 
Olive  received  £500,  which  is  part  of  his  remuneration  in  the  event  of  the  scheme  being 
carried  out. 

4629.  The  total  amount  actually  spent  to  date  on  drainage  and  sewerage  is 
£16,333  ? — No,  that  is  not  in  connection  with  the  drainage  scheme,  but  in  connection 
with  the  three  outfalls  which  we  have  at  present  in  the  Bay  taking  off  the  sewage 
water.  Some  drains  are  closed  and  some  are  open.  At  any  rate,  that  amount  repre¬ 
sents  our  expenditure  on  the  present  drainage. 

4630.  It  includes  some  stormwater  drains,  too  ? — Yes ;  three  stormwater  drains. 
We  have  laid  21,902  lineal  feet  of  piping,  ranging  from  six  inches  to  twenty-four 
inches,  at  a  cost  of  about  £16,000. 

4631.  In  all,  the  amount  that  you  intend  to  raise  for  this  scheme  is  £105,000? — 

Yes. 


Me*»rs. 

W.  E.  Moore 
and 

G.  C.  Behr. 
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4632.  And  there  is  another  point  given  here — the  total  length  is  21,902  lineal 
feet  ? — Not  under  the  contemplated  system  of  drainage. 

4633.  These  are  smaller  drains  in  various  parts  of  the  Municipality? — Yes,  for 
house  water  ;  nothing  in  the  way  of  closets. 

4634.  Dr.  Gregor //.]  Are  they  surface  drains  ? — Yes ;  with  the  exception  of 
certain  portions — slops  and  surface  water. 

4635.  Now,  can  we  get  this  plan  of  your  drainage  submitted  to  us  ? — Oh  yes,  but 
I  suppose  it  will  be  returned  to  us. 

4636.  You  have  had  a  meeting  of  the  ratepayers  to  consider  this? — Yes. 

4637.  And  they  have  authorised  you  to  go  on  with  the  scheme  ? — Yes,  we  have  had 
several  meetings.  There  were  some  new  members,  including  myself,  who  requested 
some  little  time  to  look  into  the  matter  and  the  meeting  was  accordingly  postponed,  but 
afterwards  the  ratepayers  came  together  and  authorised  the  Council  to  take  the  neces¬ 
sary  steps  for  raising  the  loan. 

4638.  You  have  raised  no  loan' yet? — No,  they  are  only  preparing  the  plans.  We 
have  been  in  correspondence  with  the  other  Municipalities,  and  it  is  only  recently  that 
they  have  agreed  to  come  into  our  scheme. 

4639.  It  is  intended  that  Claremont,  Rondebosch,  and  Mowbray  Municipalities 
should  work  with  you  in  this  scheme ? — Yes,  that  is  that  they  should  join  in  the 
outlet.  Of  oourse  each  Municipality  would  look  after  and  be  responsible  for  the  drains 
in  their  own  area  to  a  certain  point,  whence  to  the  outlet  it  will  be  a  joint  thing. 

4640.  And  has  your  Consulting  Engineer  in  charge  of  the  drainage  or  of  the 
proposed  plans  for  this  work  consulted  the  other  Municipalities  ? — I  believe  he  has  been 
consulted. 

4641.  Not  within  your  knowledge  ? — No,  I  am  not  positive,  but  I  think  he  has 
been  consulted. 

4642.  You  don’t  know  to  what  extent  the  plans  proposed  are  adapted  to  the  other 
Municipalities  with  a  view  of  working  into  yours  ? — They  will  work  into  our6  only  at 
the  outlet.  There  is  a  certain  position  where  they  will  join  in. 

4643.  Has  that  been  before  you  by  official  correspondence? — Oh,  yes.  It  will  be 
from  the  intake  to  the  outfall,  because  the  locality  of  the  outfall  was  in  a  measure 
dependent  on  these  other  Municipalities  joining.  If  they  had  not  joined,  as  I 
understand  the  position,  then  the  outfall  would  have  been  placed  at  a  greater  distance, 
because  then  there  would  not  have  been  sufficient  flow  to  enable  them  to  have  a  shorter 
outfall,  but,  by  the  others  joining,  it  has  enabled  us  to  change  the  position  of  the 
outfall. 

4644.  Chairman.^  There  must  be  correspondence  between  your  office  and  the  other 
Councils  on  this  scheme? — Ob,  yes. 

4645.  Can  we  go  t  a  precis  of  that  correspondence  ? — Y  es. 
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W.Tmoot t  4646 •  And  C0llld  we  get  definite  information  to  what  extent  the  whole  of  the 

and  scheme  is  to  he  devised  and  carried  out  by  the  one  engineer  ?— Oh  yes,  we  could  get 
Q.  c.  Behr .  that  for  you  from  Mr.  Olive. 

29th  April,  1902.  ,  4d4 '  •  A  6  have  approached  Mr.  Olive  to  give  evidence  before  the  Commission,  but 

lie  nas  refused,  and  he  being  your  engineer  we  thought  that  we  might  be  able  to  get 
the  information  through  you? — We  could  ask  him  how  far  he  has  got  with  the 
scheme. 

_  4648.  The  scheme  of  the  four  Municipalities  based  upon  plans  submitted  by  one 
engineer  and  which  will  eventually  work  into  one  another  on  the  strength  of  his 
reputation  as  an  engineer? — Yes,  I  will  ascertain  from  him. 

4649.  As  far  as  I  understand  from  reading  about  your  scheme  and  from  the 
evidence  before  this  Commission  the  whole  of  the  crude  sewage  right  away  from 
the  furthest  point  of  Claremont  would  be  brought  down  and  discharged  by  the  out¬ 
fall  into  Table  Bay  ?— Yes. 

4650.  Now,  are  you  aware  that  the  Harbour  Board  is  the  Conservancy  of 
Table  Bay  ? — To  a  certain  extent.  I  believe  up  to  a  certain  line. 

465 1 .  Have  they  not  got  the  conservancy  right  up  to  Blaauwberg  ? — I  don’t  think  so. 

4652.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  their  powers  have  been  extended  only  recently  ? — 
No,  I  did  not  know  that.  They  have  certain  powers,  and  a  proclamation  was 
issued  and  their  line  extended  from  the  Flash  Light  in  a  direct  line  across  to  a 
point  outside  of  the  mouth  of  Salt  River.  That  is  where  the  mouth  of  Salt  River 
originally  flowed  on  the  Milnerton  side,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  recently  there 
has  been  another  proclamation  giving  them  further  powers. 

4653.  Then,  does  your  outfall  come  within  or  outside  of  what  you  suppose  to  be 
the  line  of  the  Harbour  Board  conservanoy  ?  -As  far  as  I  can  gather,  I  think  it  would 
be  within. 

4654.  Then  the  Harbour  Board,  it  is  clear,  will  have  jurisdiction  in  this  matter? 
—Of  course,  if  they  raise  any  objections,  they  will  have  to  be  dealt  with. 

4655.  Their  consent  has  not  been  secured  up  to  the  present  ?— No. 

4656.  Now,  suppose  that  the  Harbour  Board  positively  refuse  to  allow  you  to 
have  that  outfall,  what  will  happen  then  ? — We  could  go  to  Court. 

4657.  Well,  suppose  the  decision  is  given  in  favour  of  the  Harbour  Board  and 
against  you  ?— 1 Then  we  should  have  to  look  in  another  direction.  The  question  is 
this,  whether  the  Court  would  consider  the  mere  objection  of  the  Harbour  Board,  what¬ 
ever  theories  they  might  advance,  should  be  put  in  the  balance  with  the  health  of  a 
large  number  of  the  inhabitants. 

4658.  It  would  really  depend  upon  the  Court’s,  interpretation  of  the  Harbour 
Board’s  Act  ? — Evidence  will  have  to  be  led  in  the  matter. 

4659.  The  Harbour  Board  has  certain  powers  under  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
under  that  Act  they  have  the  right  to  make  regulations  for  the  management  of  the 
Port  ? — Yes. 

4660.  And  under  that  Act  the  Harbour  Board  has  already  interdicted  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  sewage  into  Table  Bay  ? — It  is  discharged  into  Table  Bay  at  Fort  Knokke. 

4661.  Are  you  not  aware  that  that  has  been  interdicted  for  some  time? — No. 

4662.  But  it  has  ? — It  is  still  continued. 

4663.  What  reason  has  Cape  Town  for  taking  its  sewage  outside  the  Breakwater? 
—  They  were  placed  between  the  Harbour  Board  and  the  Woodstock  Town  Council. 
When  they  first  oontemplatea  putting  out  their  sewage  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Military  Hospital,  the  Woodstock  Council  applied  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  an 
interdict,  and  the  Cape  Town  Council  said  that  no  nuisance  had  been  proved.  And 
although  the  interdict  was  not  granted  the  Court  held  that  the  Woodstock  Council  need 
not  wait  until  a  nuisance  had  been  created  ;  since  then  we  know  that  the  odours  there 
have  been  at  times  very  offensive,  but  at  the  same  time,  it  is  news  to  me  to  be  told  that 
the  Town  Council  would  be  interdicted  from  carrying  their  outfall  there. 

4664.  I  don’t  know  whether  they  have  been  interdicted  by  the  Court,  but  the 
Harbour  Board  has  stopped  it  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  that,  and  I  may  add  in  further 
answer  to  your  question  about  Cape  Town  carrying  their  sewage  outside  the  Breakwater 
in  the  direction  of  Grreen  Point,  that  I  presume  it  was  with  the  object  of  meeting  the 
needs  of  the  people  of  Grreen  Point  ;  that  for  that  reason  they  carried  it  that  way 
instead  of  emptying  it  into  Table  Bay. 

4665.  Was  it  not  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  sewage  was  carried  beyond  the 
Breakwater  that  they  could  not  discharge  it  into  the  Bay  without  creating  a 
nuisance  to  all  concerned  ? — I  don’t  know. 

4666.  Are  you  aware  that  even  the  Harbour  Board  people  themselves  are  now  at 
the  present  moment  making  arrangements  to  carry  their  sewage  to  the  other  side  of  the 
Breakwater,  making  use  in  that  behalf  of  the  Harbour  ? — No. 
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4667.  And  that  they  are  doing  so  solely  because  of  the  fact  that  a  nuisance  is 
created  in  Table  Bay  ? — I  can  well  understand  that  a  nuisance  might  be  created  in 
cltse  proximity  to  the  Docks,  but  we  have  the  evidence  of  the  Consulting  Engineer, 
Mr.  Olive,  and  he  is  satisfied  that  where  we  propose  to  place  this  outfall  all  tli6  sewage 
that  comes  out  through  it  will  be  swept  away  out  into  the  ocean. 

466s*.  Weil  then,  if  there  are  engineers  who  have  observed  the  currents  in  the 
Bay  and  are  prepared  to  give  evidence  in  opposition  to  that,  what  are  we  to  do  ?  —I 
don’t  think  that  there  are  any. 

4669.  Such  evidence  has  been  given  before  the  Commission  ? — I  am  not  aware  of 
that.  We  have  the  evidence  of  all  those  who  have  been  for  years  and  years  studying 
and  observing  the  currents. 

4670.  The  evidence  is  that  there  are  no  currents  which  can  be  relied  upon  to  carry 
the  sewage  out  into  the  Ocean.  I  am  not  raising  this  question  merely  to  trouble  you, 
Mr.  Moore,  but  it  is  an  interesting  point  ? — 1  quite  agree  with  you. 

4671.  Wo  must  get  at  the  bottom  of  the  thing.  Your  scheme  is  based  upon 
unrestricted  outfall  for  the  crude  sewage  of  perhaps  100,000  people,  and  eventually 
perhaps  200,000  people.  Now  assume  that  you  are  interdicted  by  the  Harbour  Board, 
would  the  effect  of  that  not  be  to  upset  your  plans  to  a  very  serious  extent  ? — Yes,  but 
we  never  contemplated  that,  because  we  never  anticipated  that  any  obstacles  would  be 
put  in  the  way  of  a  scheme  of  that  kind.  As  I  have  said  from  the  evidence  we  have 
had — amongst  others  Captain  Perry  and  Mr.  (rood — men  who  have  studied  the  matter 
for  years,  it  appears  that  the  sewage  will  be  carried  out  into  the  sea  by  currents.  I 
can  quite  understand  that  the  currents  b  ing  broken  by  the  Breakwater  will  be  more 
sluggish  in  their  flow  inside  the  Breakwater  than  outside,  and  that  therefore  it  is  quite 
possible  that  a  quantity  of  stuff  will  be  deposited  on  the  shore  in  the  same  way  that  it 
was  at  the  outfall  of  the  sewer  of  the  Military  Hospital  where  a  diver  went  down  to 
inspect,  and  his  report  wa3  that  it  was  simply  one  bed  of  excreta.  The  water  did  not 
decompose  it. 

4672.  The  water  prevents  decomposition? — Yes;  when  the  “Thermopylae”  was 
wrecked  at  Green  Point,  she  had  a  large  quantity  of  wool  on  board,  and  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  it  floating  apparently  across  to  Blaauwberg.  All  found  its  way  into  the 
ocean,  and  none  came  to  the  shore,  so  that  there  must  be  a  current. 

4673.  Then,  according  to  that  showing,  the  wool  was  being  carried  across  to  the 
Blaauwberg  beach  ? — No,  the  current  carried  it  in  that  direction,  but  it  went  in  between 
itobben  Island  and  the  Blaauwberg  beach  side,  and  was  taken  right  out  to  sea. 

4074.  Have  you  any  evidence  to  show  that  wool  or  sewage  deposited  at  the  mouth 
of  Salt  River  will  be  similarly  carried  out  to  sea? — This  deduction  is  drawn  from  the 
evidence  we  have  on  these  matters,  from  gentlemen  who  have  studied  them  for  many 
years. 

4675.  Well,  the  point  that  we  as  a  Commisrion  have  to  look  at  is  this  :  That  we 
find  it  very  probable  that  the  Harbour  Board  has  the  power  to  prevent  this  being 
done,  and  it  becomes  therefore  necessary  to  consider  what  is  the  best  thing  to  do. 
Now,  as  far  as  you  know  from  your  Engineer,  can  you  tell  us  if  provision  could  be 
made  to  dispose  of  the  sewage  in  any  other  way  ? — There  was  a  discussion  about 
the  septic  tank,  but  I  am  not  conversant  with  that. 

4676.  The  difference  is  that  the  crude  sewage  is  got  rid  of  and  then  the 
effluent  is  so  pure  that  it  could  be  put  into  a  stream  ? — That  is,  the  liquid  ? 

4677.  Yes;  the  solids  are  got  rid  of.  Now  to  what  extent  could  a  system  of  that 
sort  be  interpolated  into  your  scheme  ? — I  don’t  think  that  anything  of  that  kind  has 
been  contemplated. 

4678.  You  see  if  we  had  your  Engineer  before  us  we  could  put  those  questions 
to  him,  but  now  the  only  one  we  can  ask  about  these  matters  is  the  Mayor  ? — The 
Engineer  is  only  our  Consulting  Engineer. 

4679.  Will  you  kindly  fiud  out  from  Mr.  Olive  whether  he  still  adheres  to  his 
decision  not  to  give  evidence  before  the  Commission,  and  if  so,  will  you  kindly  gatl  rer 
from  him  the  information  that  we  require  ? — You  mean  the  alternative? 

4680.  Yes. — I  will  see  Mr.  Olive  up  >n  that  matter. 

4681.  I  presume  that  the  £105,000  is  an  estimate  framed  by  Mr.  Olive  for  a  plan 
for  depositing  the  crude  sewage  of  Woodstock  by  an  outfall  which  is  to  be  joined  by  the 
other  Municipalities  whose  share  of  the  expenditure  will  have  to  come  off? — Yes. 

4682.  Dr.  Gregory. \  Is  that  £105,000  the  whole  amount  you  have  got  permission 
to  raise  from  the  ratepayers  ? — Yes. 

4683.  How  much  of  that  will  be  borne  by  the  other  Municipalities  ? — I  cannot  sav 
the  amount,  but  there  has  been  a  resolution  taken  that  each  of  the  Councils  shon’d 
contribute  one  quarter  of  the  cost  from  the  intake  to  the  outfall. 

4684.  That  is  the  main  intercepting  sewer  ? — Yes. 
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4685.  And  wliat  will  that  amount  to  ? — I  have  not  got  the  figures  before  me  to 
give  you  all  the  details. 

4686.  About  bow  much  ? — I  can  form  no  idea.  I  have  not  got  the  figures  before 

me. 

4687.  There  is  a  drain  now,  is  there  not,  running  from  the  Military  Hospital  ? — 
That  does  not  belong  to  Woodstock,  although  it  is  called  the  Woodstock  Hospital.  It 
is  within  the  Cape  Town  area. 

4688.  The  drain  runs  into  the  Bay  ? — Yes; 

4689.  Has  that  produced  any  nuisauce  ? — It  is  the  one  that  I  just  now  mentioned 
where  all  the  sewage  has  gone  to  the  bed  of  the  water. 

4690.  Is  it  your  sewage  ? — No,  Cape  Town  sewage. 

4691.  Where  do  your  stormwater  sewers  discharge  then? — Into  the  Bay. 

4692.  And  they  also  take  practically  all  your  slop  water  drainage  ? — Yes. 

4693.  Do  they  pollute  the  Bay  or  the  foreshore  at  all  ? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 
There  have  been  no  complaints  about  it  and  people  go  and  bathe  there  frequently. 
They  also  had  bathing  machines  there,  and  I  scarcely  think  that  the  people  would  go 
down  there  to  bathe  if  the  water  were  polluted.  Formerly  I  used  to  go  and  bathe 
there  in  all  sorts  of  weather,  and  I  never  found  the  water  polluted,  although  I  must 
say  that  in  Cape  Town  we  have  noticed  that  when  there  has  been  a  very  heavy  fall  of 
rain  the  water  becomes  discoloured  up  to  a  certain  distance  out  in  the  Bay. 

4694.  That  £16,000  which  in  your  stalement  is  shewn  as  spent,  is  upon  works 
that  at  present  take  away  slop  water  ? — Yes,  there  is  nothing  but  slop  water  taken 
away. 

4695.  What  will  become  of  that  system  when  this  new  scheme  comes  in  ? — It  will 
simply  carry  away  stormwater. 

4696.  What  are  these  drains  taking  now,  then  ? — Simply  slop  water  and  storm¬ 
water. 

4697.  But  do  they  take  all  the  stormwater  from  the  area  that  they  commence  in  ? 
— Yes,  in  the  Woodstock  area. 

4698.  Are  they  simply  taking  stormwater  from  the  yards  or  from  the  roofs  as 
well  ? — Yres,  everything.  For  instance,  towards  Cape  Town  near  our  boundary, 
where  originally  there  was  a  deep  ditch  running  down  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
stormwater,  and  taking  it  down  to  the  sea ;  subsequently  the  Council  constructed  an 
open  cement  drain  to  take  it  down  which  runs  all  the  way  from  Sir  Dowry-road,  and 
all  the  water  from  there  flows  into  it. 

4699.  I  can  understand  surface  drains,  but  I  cannot  quite  understand  the  principle 
of  lading  drain  pipes,  which  will  take  away  stormwater  and  slopwater;  it  is  such  a 
curious  combination  ? — The  combination  is  this  :  that  we  allow  the  stormwater  to  go 
into  the  drains  which  take  the  slopwater  in  order  to  keep  the  drains  clean.  Formerly, 
even  in  Cape  Town,  you  had  some  of  your  drains  open,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
stormwater  which  rushed  down  these  open  drains  and  cleaned  them  you  would  have  had 
a  very  serious  nuisance,  resulting  from  the  dirty  water  running  down  these  drains. 

4700.  Do  these  underground  drain  pipes  start  in  the  backyards? — No,  the  water 
flows  down  to  a  certain  place  where  it  is  taken  in  by  a  drain. 

4701.  And  these  flow  into  the  public  streets  ? — One  would,  call  them  streets,  but 
they  are  Dot  constructed  yet.  You  must  bear  in  mind  that  there  is  a  large  area  of 
Woodstock  not  built  upon  yet. 

4702.  Chairman .]  It  is  really  a  kind  of  cesspool? — No,  they  are  a  kind  of  small 
tank. 

4703.  Well,  call  it  a  tank? — Yes,  the  water  from  the  yards  flows  into  this  tank 
and  is  thence  taken  away  by  the  drain. 

4704.  Dr.  Gregory ].  Mr.  Olive,  I  presume,  could  give  us  full  information  on  these 
points  ? — Oh  yes. 

4705.  What  definite  agreement  have  you  with  the  other  Coumcils  ?  Simply  that 
you  take  their  sewage  and  they  have  to  pay  for  the  additional  cost  it  will  entail  ? — That 
is  what  we  have  decided.  They  join  in  and  each  will  contribute  one  quarter  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  construction  from  the  intake  to  the  outfall. 

4706.  And  there  have  been  no  conditions  made  as  regards  the  amount  of 
sewage  that  you  take? — No. 

4707.  Suppose  that  any  of  these  Municipalities  extended  their  boundaries  in  the 
future? — Well,  I  take  it  that  the  construction  in  the  outfall  will  be  such  as  to 
meet  any  prospective  increase. 

4708.  What  data  have  you  got  upon  which  you  instructed  your  engineer  to 
base  this  scheme?  Did  you  get  any  data  from  the  other  Municipalities ?  -No. 

4709.  The  other  Municipalities  were  not  dealt  with  until  Mr.  Olive  had  formu¬ 
lated  and  elaborated  his  scheme;  that  is  to  say  that  be  got  out  his  trunk  sewers 
before  the  other  Municipalities  were  taken  in? — Yes,  ours  were  made  up  before. 
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4710.  Then  these  trunk  sowers  were  brought  out  for  your  own  needs  origin¬ 
ally  ? — Yes,  the  only  exception  is  the  outfall  from  the  intake  where  the  other 
Municipalities  will  join.  Some  correspondence  passed  on  the  subject,  and  ultimately 
the  agreement  was  made. 

4711.  But  it  seems  to  me,  if  you  have  not  collected  data  as  to  the  requirements  of 
the  other  Municipalities  and  instructed  your  Engineer  accordingly,  that  you  have  no 
guarantee  that  the  provision  you  are  making  would  be  sufficient  to  provide  for  them 
all  ? — The  Engineer  lias  provided  for  every  contingency  that  may  arise  with  regard  to 
Woodstock.  The  only  question  that  arose  was  in  connection  with  the  outfall  which 
had  been  designed  for  Woodstock,  and  to  enable  the  others  to  join  in  the  outfall  would 
have  to  be  increased ;  that  is  all. 

4712.  Does  not  your  outfall  include  a  length  of  the  Woodstock  sewer? — They 
join  at  the  boundary. 

4713.  Then  surely  their  coming  into  the  scheme  has  necessitated  your  modifying 
that  portion  of  the  sewer  from  your  boundary  to  the  outfall  ? — I  cannot  say  for  the 
moment,  but  Mr.  Behr  informs  me  that  the  Engineer  has  provided  for  that. 

4714.  What  guarantee  have  you  that  he  has  provided  for  it? — The  Council  gave 
him  instructions  and  he  formulated  a  scheme,  and  he  is  responsible  for  it.  • 

4715.  Have  you  represented  to  Mr.  Olive  that  he  should  collect  his  data  from  the 
other  Municipalities  ? — Of  course  whatever  data  he  lias  drawn  upon  he  has  obtained. 

4716.  Don’t  you  think  as  a  Council  you  ought  to  satisfy  yom-selves  that  Mr.  Olive 
has  obtained  the  necessary  data  regarding  the  requirements  of  these  Municipalities,  so 
that  in  years  to  come  you  may  not  be  placed  in  an  awkward  position  ? — We  employed 
an  Engineer  to  provide  for  a  certain  scheme  and  he  is  responsible  for  providing  against 
anything  that  may  arise  in  connection  with  the  sewerage. 

4717.  May  I  put  it  in  this  way :  When  your  instructions  were  given  to  Mr.  Olive, 
did  you  officially  know  that  the  other  Municipalities  were  to  join  in,  and  did  he,  in 
consequence  of  these  instmettons,  give  you  plans  for  the  trunk  sewer  for  the  whole  area 
of  these  combined  Municipalities  ? — I  think  he  had  prepared  all  that  beforehand,  and  in 
the  preparation  of  these  plans  I  think  he  contemplated  that  the  other  Municipalities 
would  join. 

4718.  And  your  trunk  sewer,  as  far  as  you  know,  will  be  large  enough  to  carry  off 
all  the  sewage  of  your  Municipality  and  of  the  others? — Yes. 

4719.  The  whole  arrangement  seems  to  be  so  indefinite  at  present,  and  one  of  the 
first  considerations  in  an  engineering  scheme  is  to  have  something  definite? — In  what 
way  do  you  mean  it  is  indefinite  ? 

4720.  You  seem  to  have  got  out  your  own  scheme  and  then,  as  an  afterthought, 
arranged  to  join  in  with  the  other  Municipalities,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  regular  basis 
under  which  they  are  to  join  in,  and  there  is  no  assurance  that  it  will  meet  all 
requirements  ? — The  Engineer  contemplated  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  other 
Municipalities  to  join  in,  and  he  prepared  his  scheme  accordingly.  He  gave  us  an 
estimate  that  it  would  cost  so  much  if  they  did  not  join  in  and  so  much  if  they  did. 

4721.  Then  he  gave  an  alternative  scheme? — Oh,  yes,  as  far  as  the  outfall  is 
concerned. 

4722.  In  the  event  of  Mr.  Olive  not  giving  evidence,  how  are  we  to  obtain  all 
this  information — from  Mr.  Menmuir  ? — If  you  could  formulate  a  series  of  questions 
that  you  would  want  information  upon,  I  will  see  Mr.  Olive  and  go  through  the  scheme 
with  him  and  with  our  Engineer.  There  is  no  desire  to  withhold  any  information. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  our  desire  to  give  all  the  information  we  possibly  can  to  the 
Commission. 

4723.  Chairman.']  The  point  is  we  have  to  report  upon  the  adequacy  of  schemes 
of  drainage  ? — Exactly,  and  yon  could  only  do  that  on  obtaining  the  fullest 
information. 

4724.  Dr.  Gregory.]  The  only  person  who  could  give  us  the  necessary  information 
is  Mr.  Olive,  and  if  he  does  not  give  it  we  are  at  a  dead- lock  ? — If  you  could  formulate 
specifically  what  information  you  really  require,  I  will  see  Mr  Olive  and  also  Mr.  Ellis. 

4725.  Chairman.']  If  Mr.  Olive  would  agree  to  come  here  we  would  not  have  to 
put  all  these  questions  to  you  and  naturally  I  can  understand  that  if  you  employ  a 
professional  man  you  don’t  look  into  these  matters  very  closely? — Yes,  he  is  our 
consulting  Engineer. 

4726.  Mr.  Menmuir  told  us  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  it  ? — We  put  that  portion 
of  the  Department  under  the  Town  Engineer. 

4727.  With  regard  to  drainage  ? — Yes. 

4728.  You  say  you  will  do  so  ? — No,  wo  have  done  it. 

4729.  Is  that  under  Mr.  Menmuir  ? — Yes,  but  having  done  anything  with  regard  to 
that  we  have  to  decide  how  for  the  Town  Engineer  will  have  to  consult  Mr.  Olive 
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rM,e!!™;  iv  as  our  Consulting  Engingeer.  Mr.  Olive  formulated  the  scheme  and  consequently 
and  Mr.  Meumuir  as  a  professional  man  cannot  interfere  with  Mr.  Olive. 
o.  c.  Bthr.  4730.  Dr.  Gregory,']  Have  you  applied  to  the  Government  yet  for  the  sanotion 

29th  April,  1902.  of  thw  scheme  ?— No. 

4/31.  \  ou  will  have  to,  I  presume  ? — Oh  yes,  when  all  the  terms  have  been 
arranged. 

4732.  Mr,  Dr  Villiers.]  Under  what  Act  is  it  that  you  are  going  in  for  this 
drainage  scheme  ? — Under  our  Municipal  Act  No.  45  of  1882  and  also  the  Publio 
Health  Act  of  1897. 

4733.  You  are  going  outside  your  Municipality,  are  you  not  ? — Yes,  into  Table 
Bay.  Our  boundary  extends  to  high  water  mark. 

4734.  Mr.  Stewart.']  You  have  referred  to  the  wreck  of  the  “Thermopylae”; 
was  that  wreck  outside  the  Breakwater  ? — Yes. 

4735.  Is  it  not  admitted  that  there  is  plenty  of  current  there? — I  don’t  know. 

4736.  There  has  not  been  any  question  about  it;  and  is  not  that  the  reason  why 
Cape  Town  has  its  sewage  outfall  there  ? — I  don’t  know  as  regards  that. 

4737.  But  the  object  of  Cape  Town  in  going  there  with  their  outfall  sewer  was  to 
get  a  current  ? — I  don’t  know,  but  I  think  they  wanted  to  get  rid  of  the  nuisance 
themselves. 

4738.  But  if  there  is  a  current  there  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  there  is  a 
current  inside  the  Breakwater  ? — No,  not  necessarily.  The  Breakwater  strikes  the 
current,  and  that  is  why  I  stated  that  the  current  would  be  more  sluggish  inside  the 
Breakwater. 

4739.  I  could  not  quite  see  what  the  wreckage  of  the  “  Thermopylae  ”  had  to  do  with 
your  outfall  ? — Because  if  there  is  a  current  it  would  sweep  away  round  the  shore,  and 
the  goods  from  the  “  Thermopylae  ”  would  have  come  to  the  shore  instead  of  striking 
away  into  the  sea,  which  shows,  at  any  rate,  that  the  currents  sometimes  change. 

4740.  Do  you  know  how  much  sewage  you  propose  to  deal  with  in  Woodstock  ? 
— No. 

4741.  I  suppose  I  could  get  that  from  Mr.  Olive? — I  suppose  so. 

4742.  Dr.  Anderson.]  Do  I  understand  that  at  the  present  time  at  Woodstock  you 
have  no  sanitary  slop  system  ? — No ;  all  the  slopwater  flows  down. 

4743.  Through  gutters  ? — Yes,  until  it  reaches  a  certain  point  where  there  are 
these  tanks,  and  then  it  is  conveyed  through  pipes. 

4744.  I  suppose  you  have  the  tub  system  ? — Yes,  that  is  what  we  want  to  do  away 
with. 

4745.  I  think  you  said  that  your  total  length  was  21,902  lineal  feet;  are  those 
pipe  drains  or  gutters  ? — No,  pipe  drains. 

4746.  Then  I  also  noticed  that  in  your  return  of  expenditure  under  “  Sanitation  ” 
you  put  the  expenditure  during  1899,  1900  and  1891  under  that  heading ;  what  is 
meant  by  this  expenditure  ? — 1  suppose  that  arises  partly  through  the  plague,  but 
I  am  not  certain.  Then  it  would,  of  course,  include  some  ordinary  sanitation  work, 
as  for  instance  in  the  last  month  we  have  laid  down  certain  pipes  to  take  away  slop 
water  from  the  hospital.  It  would  mostly  mean  ordinary  sanitary  expenditure. 

4747.  To  come  to  your  drainage  scheme ;  I  just  want  to  make  it  quite  clear  what 
you  mean  would  be  constructed  for  this  £105,000  :  does  that  include  the  sewer  outfall 
of  the  main  trunk  through  Woodstook  as  far  as  your  boundary  and  certain  main  sewers 
in  your  own  district  ? — Yes. 

4748.  It  does  not  include  anything  else? — No. 

4749.  Nothing  as  to  the  mains  of  Mowbray  and  so  on  ? — No. 

4750.  If  this  scheme  had  been  only  designed  for  Woodstock  it  would  not  have 
been  necessary  to  make  such  a  large  trunk  sewer  as  you  contemplate  making  now  ? — 
No. 

4751.  And  therefore  there  is  an  extra  cost  in  making  a  larger  trunk  sewer  and  a 
larger  outfall  than  there  would  have  been  if  you  had  simply  provided  a  scheme  of  your 
own  ? — Yes,  I  take  it  so. 

4752.  Has  any  arrangement  been  made  with  the  other  authorities  as  to  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  extra  cost? — We  have  not  decided  upon  the  amount,  but  each  Council  has 
to  pay  one  fourth. 

4753.  Chairman.]  Is  that  £105,000  estimated  to  be  your  liability? — Yes,  but 
whatever  contribution  is  made  by  the  others  would  reduce  that  liability. 

4754.  Their  contribution  will  diminish  your  liability  pro  rata  ? — Yes. 
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WEDNESDAY,  30th  APRIL,  1902. 


Present : 


Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman) . 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 
Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
Mr.  Lawrence. 

Mr.  T.  N.  Dyer. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  DE  VlLLlKRS. 


Mr.  Joseph  Newey ,  M.I.C.E.,  examined. 


4755.  Chairman.']  Your  name,  Mr.  Newey  ? — Joseph  Newey.  Mr. 

4756.  You  are  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works  ? — Yes.  Jouph^Mmy. 

4757.  And  by  profession  you  are  Hydraulic  Engineer  ? — Civil  Engineer  30th  April,  190:. 
generally. 

4758.  And  for  how  long  have  you  been  in  the  Public  Works  Department  ?— 

Thirty  years. 

4759.  I  suppose  you  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  public  works  of  this 
Colony  and  of  the  method  of  procedure  as  between  local  bodies  and  the  Government  ? — 

Yes,  generally,  but  Divisional  Councils  in  particular. 

4760.  Now  suppose  that  any  local  body  wished  to  go  in  for  any  public  work  of 
any  magnitude  which  is  referred  to  the  Government,  would  that  come  officially  to  you 
for  your  report  ? — The  Government  would  refer  it  to  me  for  advice  if  public  money  was 
involved. 

4761.  In  almost  every  instance  ? — Road  matters  chieliy ;  also  hydraulic  works  and 
works  carried  out  under  the  Public  Loans  Act. 

4762.  And  drainage  works  ? — None  have  come  to  me  so  far,  but  I  take  it  that 
they  would  if  it  was  intended  to  get  a  loan  from  the  Government  to  carry  on  the  work. 

4763.  Would  you  have  anything  to  do  with  the  financial  matters  of  local  bodies  P 
Would  you  be  consulted  in  matters  relating  to  finance  ? — If  the  proposal  submitted 
for  my  advice  is  accompanied  by  an  estimate  of  the  proposed  undertaking,  then  of 
course  I  would  have  to  go  into  it  in  order  to  see  if  it  were  reasonable,  besides  I  would 
have  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  result  would  be  likely  to  be  that  which  is 
predicted,  and  whether  there  is  a  probability  of  the  proposal  being  a  success  or  not. 

4764.  Now  with  reference  to  the  Cape  Peninsula,  are  there  any  proposals  for  great 
public  works  at  the- present  time  before  you  ? — None. 

4765.  There  has  been  no  proposal  submitted  to  you  in  connection  with  the  pro¬ 
posed  drainage  scheme  of  the  Woodstock  Municipal  Council  and  other  Municipalities P 
— No,  such  a  proposal  would  not  come  to  my  department  unless  the  local  bodies 
concerned  wished  to  raise  a  Government  loan. 

4766.  And  up  to  the  present  time  no  suoh  scheme  has  come  before  you  ? — No. 

4767.  Now,  has  any  scheme  for  the  increase  of  the  Water  Supply  of  the  Cape 
Peninsula  come  before  you  up  to  the  present  time? — No. 

4768.  Not  on  any  occasion  ? — No. 

4769.  Have  you  considered  the  question  of  the  drainage  and  of  the  sewerage  of 
the  Cape  Peninsula  at  all? — Not  specially,  I  generally  have  enough  of  my  own  busi¬ 
ness  ;  I  have,  however,  read  reports,  and  also  what  I  saw  in  the  papers  on  the  subject, 
and  I  may  say  forgotten  them. 

4770.  Has  the  question  of  sewerage  with  an  outfall  into  Table  Bay  been  brought 
before  you  at  all  ? — No. 

4771.  Have  you  any  views  on  that  matter  which  you  could  submit  to  the  Com¬ 
mission  ? — No,  I  don’t  pretend  to  have  any  views  on  such  matters  unless  they  are 
investigated  so  as  to  enable  me  to  form  an  opinion. 

4772.  Are  you  aware  of  any  investigation  having  been  made  as  to  the  expediency 
or  otherwise  of  sewerage  outfalls  into  Table  Bay  ? — Investigations  have  been  made  ; 
and  I  believe  Mr.  Cathcart  Methven  is  making  an  investigation  in  that  direction. 

4773.  Coidd  you  give  the  Commission  some  idea  of  the  general  principle  which 
would  govern  the  discharge  of  such  sewage  into  Table  Bay  ? — I  would  not  like  to  do  so 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  I  have  not  given  the  matter  special  consideration. 

4774.  Would  you  say  as  an  Engineer  that  a  large  quantity  of  crude  sewage  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  fall  into  any  bay  where  there  are  no  currents  which  will  carry  such 
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Mr-  sewage  out  to  sea  ? — No  ;  because  if  the  water  is  still  it  will  settle  aud  accumulate  ou 
*v'  the  bottom  ;  that  is  if  there  are  no  currents  to  carry  it  away. 

'Hh  April,  1902.  4775.  You  would  say  a  current  of  some  strength  ?- -Certainly,  sufficiently  strong 

to  carry  the  stuff  away  before  it  deposits  at  the  bottom. 

4776.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  such  a  deposit  P — Well,  the  result  would  be  an 
accumulation  of  filth,  and  some  gas  might  arise  from  it  which  will  most  likely  pollute 
the  atmosphere. 

4777.  Does  it  encourage  the  growth  of  seaweed  ? — Certainly. 

4778.  So  that  under  such  circumstances  really  the  immunity  of  the  neighbourhood 
may  be  jeopardised  ? — Yes  ;  I  would  call  it  fouling  the  water.  Then  of  course  there 
would  be  the  sentiment  of  the  people,  or  some  people,  in  regard  to  the  advisability  of 
using  fish  which  feed  within  such  a  polluted  area. 

4779.  Can  you  tell  us  whether  it  was  with  a  view  of  avoiding  those  difficulties 
that  the  seAvage  of  the  Cape  Town  area  has  been  constructed  to  enter  the  sea  outside 
the  Breakwater  ? — That  should  have  been  their  reason,  for  I  cannot  understand  any 
other. 

4780.  Can  you  give  us  any  instances  within  your  knowledge  of  serious  complica¬ 
tions  having  arisen  owiug  to  a  neglect  of  providing  in  that  behalf  ?  Do  you  know 
of  the  existence  of  any  bay  or  water  stream  where  difficulties  have  arisen  owing  to  a 
neglect  of  that  kind  ? — Not  with  regard  to  bays,  but  I  may  say  that  such  a  difficulty 
has  arisen  higher  up  the  river  Thames,  where  sewage  had  accumulated  and  where  the 
return  current  was  not  strong  enough  to  carry  it  down. 

4781.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  at  Sydney  such  a  difficulty  arose  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Port  Jackson  Harbour  ? — It  is  not  within  my  knowledge. 

4782.  Now,  have  you  any  professional  knowledge  of  the  methods  of  extending 
the  water  supply  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  at  the  present  time  ?— I  have  not  gone  into 
the  matter,  and  have  simply  read  the  reports  as  they  came  forward  from  time  to  time. 

4783.  Has  any  report  been  submitted  to  you  with  reference  to  what  is  generally 
knoAvn  as  the  Steenbras  River- Water  Scheme  ? — No. 

4784.  Do  you  know  that  neighbourhood  ? — I  have  only  been  aoross  it  twice,  but 
I  know  the  river. 

4785.  Have  you  looked  at  it  Avith  the  eye  of  an  engineer? — I  look  at  everything 
with  that  eye  generally,  but  I  have  not  been  consulted  in  the  matter. 

4786.  You  don’t  know  of  any  gaugings  there  ? — No  ;  I  did  not  know  that 
gaugings  had  been  taken  there  until  quite  recently. 

47t>7.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  about  that  scheme  P — No  ;  I  would  not  think 
of  forming  an  opinion  until  I  knew  something  more  about  it. 

4788.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  laAV  of  this  Colony  with  reference  to 
the  ownership  of  stormwater  ? — That  is  a  very  complicated  question,  and  the  judg¬ 
ments  of  the  Court  ha\re  gone  in  various  directions  on  that  point.  I  think  Ave  lost  an 
important  irrigation  scheme  at  Calitzdorp,  and  also  on  the  Grobbelaar’s  River  at 
Oudtshoorn,  in  consequence  of  the  indefiniteness  of  the  law  on  this  point. 

47S9.  Was  that  as  to  the  ownership  of  stormwater? — Yes. 

4790.  Is  it  not  that  phase  of  the  water  question  which  has  been  in  the  way 
of  starting  large  irrigation  schemes  in  this  Colony  P — That  is  a  very  large 
question ;  the  owner  of  land  which  is  capable  of  being  irrigated  by  the  storm¬ 
water  objects  to  our  conserving  the  water  for  irrigation  purposes.  The  objections 
raised  have  been  that  we  will  interfere  with  his  rights,  but  even  then  these  objections 
have  been  groundless  because  there  would  be‘  sufficient  water  for  everybody.  The 
water  would  be  stored  for  irrigation  purposes  mostly  during  a  time  when  the  owner 
would  not  use  it  and  so  would  now  run  to  waste.  The  probability  may  be  that  they 
expected  the  Government  to  buy  them  out,  but  the  Government  had  not  risen  to  that. 
There  was  such  a  case  with  an  owner  of  land  at  Oudtshoorn. 

4791.  Did  that  prevent  that  particular  scheme  being ‘effected ? — Yes,  that  is  to  say 
that  I  am  of  that  opinion,  although  the  reason  was  not  given. 

4792.  Now  take  a  large  collecting  area,  say  of  34  square  miles,  is  there  any 
difference  in  the  proprietorship  of  the  stormwater  falling  and  collecting  upon  that  area 
as  between  the  time  that  it  diffuses  over  the  area  and  the  time  that  it  is  collected  into  a 
stream  ? — You  mean  whether  the  rainfall  could  be  intercepted  on  the  Avay  ? 

4798.  Yes,  because  the  Avater  collected  would  naturally  go  into  a  stream? — The 
case  has  never  arisen  to  my  knoAvledge. 

4794.  Do  you  know  of  any  case  in  which  it  has  been  decided  that  stormwater, 
having  once  collected  and  entered  into  a  perennial  stream,  belongs  to  su  h  perennial 
stream  ? — I  could  not  cite  the  case,  but  that  has  been  the  general  tenon r  of  the  judg¬ 
ments. 

4795.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  in  the  Colony  where  a  Municipality  has 
acquired  Avater  rights  say  forty  or  fifty  miles  away  from  its  oavu  neighbourhood,  and 
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has  brought  the  water  from  that  river  down  to  the  Muuieipality  ? — Yes,  there  has  been  Mr 
a  case  at  Oudtshoorn — and  I  think  Mr.  Stewart  knows  about  that — where  the  water  Nturv- 

was  brought  down  to  the  town  of  Oudtshoorn.  •  3.0th  Apri^,  1902. 

4796.  Were  there  any  difficulties  in  that  case? — Mr.  Stewart  knows  about  that 
and  he  could  give  you  all  the  information. 

4797.  Don’t  you  know  about  it  ? — Nobody  knows  anything  about  Mr.  Stewart’s 
business. 

4798.  What  was  done  ? — I  cannot  say. 

4799.  How  far  is  the  stream  away  from  the  town  ? — Mr.  Stewart  could  say. 

4800.  Why  do  you  cite  that  case  if  you  cannot  give  the  particulars? — It  is  very 
important,  but  you  have  Mr.  Stewart  here  and  he  could  give  you  the  information  you 
want  as  to  distance  and  so  on.  I  should  have  to  get  the  information  from  him. 

4801.  I  want  to  know  whether  the  water  which  was  brought  into  Oudtshoorn 
naturally  fell  in  that  direction  or  into  another  direction  ? — It  would  naturally  fall  into 
the  Oliphant’s  River  ;  it  can  be  seen  from  the  map,  I  am  not  so  well  acquainted  with  it 
locally. 

4802.  And  that  Oliphant’s  River,  does  that  pass  near  to  Oudtshoorn  ? — Not  near 
enough  for  the  town  supply. 

4803.  And  then  the  town  diverted  the  stream  and  brought  it  to  Oudtshoorn  ? — A 
group  of  streams  was  brought  together  on  the  farms  Spitz  Kop  and  Rusten  Vrede 
naturally  tributary  to  the  Oliphant’s  River  alias  (Proof  River,  and  from  there  taken  to 
Oudtshoorn.  Of  course  there  was  no  public  body  to  object  to  the  diversion  of  the 
Oliphant’s  River  to  Oudtshoorn,  and,  had  there  been  any  resistance,  the  likelihood  is 
that  the  town  of  Oudtshoorn  would  have  negotiated  any  outside  objections.  This  is 
what  ocourred  when  a  complicated  law  case  was  instituted  in  the  interests  of  riparian 
owners  on  the  Can  go  River. 

4804.  Did  the  private  proprietors  object  ? — I  don’t  know  of  any  others. 

4805.  Do  you  consider  that  it  seriously  interfered  with  their  rights? — No,  I  do»’t 
think  it  did.  Please  see  report  of  Select  Committee  of  House  of  Assembly,  A.  19  —’98, 
on  Oudtshoorn  water  supply. 

4806.  And  that  scheme  was  carried  out? — Yes. 

4807.  In  looking  at  any  water  scheme  tor  a  town  in  this  Colony,  do  you  consider 
any  measurements  of  the  quantity  per  head  of  population  which  you  think  it  advisable 
to  follow  ? — We  go  into  all  these  particulars  generally. 

4808.  What  do  you  generally  insist  upon  per  head  ? — It  would  depend  a  great 
deal  upon  the  rainfall  of  the  district  and  on  what  the  inhabitants  could  collect  them¬ 
selves.  Some  of  the  Municipalities  are  not  prepared  for  any  big  scheme,  owing  to  the 
expense,  and  they  would  be  prepared  to  accept  something  that  wo  would  not  consider 
as  nearly  perfect,  but  generally  speaking  30  gallons  per  head  per  day  is  a  fair  estimate. 

4809.  Would  you  apply  that  to  the  population  of  the  Cape  Peninsula? — If 
properly  economised,  I  should  say  that  30  gallons  per  day  would  be  quite  enough. 

4810.  Would  that  be  sufficient  for  carrying  a  system  of  sewerage  as  well  ? — Yes  ; 
but  of  course  there  are  many  difficulties  to  contend  with.  Householders,  instead  of 
using  the  water  for  domestic  purposes,  will  steal  the  water  and  use  it  for  gardens,  and  if 
you  wished  to  meet  that  difficulty  you  would  have  to  supply  much  more  than  30 
gallons  per  day.  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  that  system  should  be  abolished, 
expensive  works  are  only  justified  by  the  necessities  of  the  domestic  supply. 

4811.  Have  you  at  all  considered  the  question  of  sewage  disposal  for  the 
suburban  areas  of  the  Cape  Peninsula? — I  have  not  considered  the  question  at  all. 

4812.  Could  you  explain  to  the  Commission  what  the  method  is  of  inspection  of 
public  roads  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  by  your  department  ? — The  district,  of  course, 
is  a  busy  one,  but  we  have  a  District  Inspector  whose  business  and  duty  it  is  to  inspect 
the  main  roads  twice  a  year.  In  the  event  of  a  road  being  allowed  to  fall  into  disrepair 
or  to  get  into  a  bad  condition,  then  the  Divisional  Council  is  communicated  with  and 
called  upon  to  repair  it.  Sometimes  they  do  take  notice  of  it  and  put  it  into  repair, 
but  sometimes  they  do  not. 

4813.  What  method  have  ym  then  of  enforcing  your  recommendations? — We 
have  a  legal  remedy  ;  the  method  to  be  followed  is  that  we  give  them  warning  to  do  the 
work  within  a  certaiu  time,  and  that,  if  it  is  not  done  within  that  time,  we  will  have  it 
done  and  charge  them  with  the  expenses  connected  with  it.  We  have  the  power  even 
to  the  extent  of  collecting  the  rates ;  but  we  have  never  done  so. 

4814.  Not  iu  the  Cape  Division  ?— Not  in  any  Division. 

4815.  Were  you  in  these  parts  before  the  Divisional  Councils  were  established? — 

No ;  Divisional  Councils  were  established  before  I  came ;  they  were  already  iu 
existence. 

4816.  Can  you  explain  to  the  Commission  what  the  method  was,  or  rather  under 
what  department  roads  wore  constructed  and  maintained  before  the  establishment  of 
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the  Divisional  Councils  ? — There  was  a  Publio  Road  Board  which  was  established  by 
the  Government  at  the  time  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting’  and  supervising  the  expenditure 
on  main  roads. 

4817.  How  was  the  expenditure  obtained  ?  Was  it  taken  out  of  general  revenue  ? 
— I  have  not  gone  back  to  that  point,  but  I  think  it  was  out  of  some  kind  of  rate.  I 
found  the  Divisional  Councils  in  a  very  imperfeot  state,  as  far  as  an  appreciation  of 
their  duties  and  responsibilities  is  concerned.  In  one  or  two  cases  they  have  improved, 
but  in  others  they  have  very  much  remained  where  they  were. 

4818.  I  suppose  the  Commission  may  infer  that  so  far  as  the  Cape  Division  is 
concerned,  inasmuch  as  you  never  had  to  prooeed  to  extreme  measures  against  them, 
the  roads  are  fairly  well  maintained  ? — But  it  does  not  follow.  We  may  recommend 
to  the  Government  the  advisability  or  necessity  of  doing  so,  but  the  Government  for 
some  reasons  or  other  may  think  it  inexpedient  to  do  so. 

4819.  But  have  your  Inspectors  made  frequent  complaints  to  your  Department 
owing  to  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads  ? — With  regard  to  the  Cape  Peninsula  ? 

4820.  Yes. — No,  not  recently  re  main  roads. 

4821.  Or  divisional  roads? — That  is  not  our  business,  although  we  make  rude 
remarks  about  divisional  roads  sometimes. 

4822.  To  what  extent  have  you  the  supervision  of  the  divisional  roads  ? — We  are 
not  responsible  for  the  divistonal  roads. 

4823.  Now,  as  regards  the  maintenance  of  divisional  roads  passing  through 
Municipal  areas,  have  oomplaints  reached  your  Department  from  the  various  Munici¬ 
palities  ?— Not  that  I  am  aware  of ;  that  would  not  be  our  business  either. 

4824.  You  have  never  been  referred  to  at  all  in  a  dispute  as  between  the  two 
bodies — the  Divisional  Council  and  the  Municipal  Councils  ? — No. 

4825.  Has  the  system  of  the  maintenance  and  construction  by  the  Divisional 
Council  of  portions  of  main  roads  passing  through  the  respective  Municipal  areas  of 
the  Cape  Peninsula  worked  harmoniously  and  efficiently  between  the  two  bodies  ? — I 
have  seen  all  the  annual  expenditure  on  all  the  main  and  branoh  roads  from  time  to 
time  :  that  of  course  is  in  the  reports  of  our  inspectors,  and  up  to  within  a  few  years 
ago,  I  may  say  six  or  seven  years  ago,  the  expenditure  seems  to  be  very  great  taken  in 
proportion  to  the  condition  the  roads  are  kept  in.  Since  then  the  main  roads  have 
improved,  but  I  think  now  the  expenditure  has  become  enormous.  They  have  spent 
between  £40,000  ond  £50,000  in  one  year  for  the  whole  of  the  Cape  Division. 

4826.  With  reference  to  the  expenditure  on  portions  of  the  main  roads  that  pass 
through  the  Municipality,  have  you  noticed  the  amount  of  expenditure  and  the  extent 
that  the  Divisional  Council  claims  to  make  within  those  areas  ? — I  have  simply  read 
the  reports. 

4827.  You  have  never  looked  at  the  amount  of  money  they  say  they  spend  within 
these  areas  as  compared  with  the  amount  of  revenue  which  they  derive  from  the 
Municipalities  ? — We  don’t  go  into  particulars  as  to  the  amount  spent  inside  the 
Muncipality  or  outside  so  long  as  it  is  done  on  main  roads. 

4828.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  main  road  between  this  and 
Wynberg  ?—  It  is  twelve  months  since  I  went  over  it  and  during  that  time  the 
Tramway  Company  have  undertaken  the  greater  part  of  the  maintenance  of  the  road, 
but  as  to  whether  it  has  been  kept  in  order  during  the  last  twelve  months  I  could  not 
say  from  personal  knowledge. 

4829.  Could  you  give  the  Commission  an  idea  of  what  you  oonsider  would  be  a 
fair  estimate  of  the  cost  to  the  Divisional  Council-of  maintaining  that  main  road  ? — 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  done  cheaper  by  the  Divisional  Council  than  by  the 
Municipality. 

4830.  Well,  is  it  at  the  present  time? — You  see,  when  the  main  roads  pass 
through  these  Municipalities,  they  partake  of  the  nature  of  main  streets, 
and  they  would  take  as  much  to  maintain  as  a  main  street  in  the  town  would 
— like  Adderley  Street  for  instance — while  outside  it  is  quite  different ;  there  is  not  so 
much  kerbing  and  metalling,  and  the  roads  require  comparatively  little  attention. 

4831.  Here  in  the  Divisional  Council  return  that  I  have  for  the  year  1901,  I  will 
read  to  you  some  of  the  figures  they  give  as  shewing,  on  the  part  of  the  Divisional 
Council,  their  expenditure  per  mile  on  main  roads  within  these  Municipal  areas  ? — Yes. 

4832.  I  may  mention  that  this  is  a  great  subject  of  complaint  between  the 
Mnnicipalities  and  the  Divisional  Council,  and  I  presume  the  Divisional  Council  puts 
forward  this  statement  to  shew  that  it  makes  a  fair  use  of  the  money  which  it  collects 
from  these  Municipalities. — Yes. 

4833.  In  Woodstock  they  claim  to  maintain  4-Jths  miles,  and  the  average  expendi¬ 
ture  per  mile  they  put  down  at  £827. —  Yes;  I  should  think  that  is  twice  as  much 
as  it  should  be. 
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4834.  Well,  now  in  Mowbray  they  say  that  they  maintain  2fths  miles,  and  they  xmty. 

have  spent  on  that  £411  3s.  lid.  per  mile. — Yes,  and  of  course  that  is  also  too  much,  ^  — 

but  not  quite  so  glaring  as  the  other  case.  o0fch  Apri1,  1902 

4835.  Then  in  Rondebosch  they  maintain  4|  miles,  on  which  they  spent  £589 
19s.  8d.  per  mile. — Rondebosch  is  rather  a  more  important  place  than  Mowbray,  and 
it  may  be  that  the  shopkeepers  there  like  to  have  a  decent  piece  of  road  in  front  of 
their  shops. 

4835.  Then  in  Claremont  they  maintain  miles,  on  which  they  spend  £342 
10s.  lid. — Yes  ;  there  they  are  getting  nearer  to  the  gravel. 

4837.  Then  in  Wynberg  they  spend  £222  5s.  per  mile  ;  in  Kalk  Bay,  £610  7s.  8d. 
per  mile,  and  in  Simon’s  Town,  £1,026. — Yes,  the  expenditure  with  regard  to 
Simon’s  Town  is  absurd. 

4838.  Then  I  see  they  put  down  a  uniform  charge  for  macadam. — Is  that  for  the 
purchase  of  macadam  only  ? 

4839.  Yes. — Gravel  is  muoh  more  expensive  now  than  it  was  some  two  years  ago. 

4840.  The  point  urged  by  the  Municipalities  in  favour  of  being  allowed  to 
maintain  their  own  share  of  the  main  road  is  that  they  could  do  the  work  at  a  very 
much  less  cost  and  so  save  the  rates  ? — Any  competent  body  should  be  able  to  do  the 
work  at  less  cost,  but  whether  the  Town  Council  would  be  a  competent  body  I  don’t 
know.  At  all  events  they  would  be  spending  their  own  money  and  be  responsible  for 
the  consequences. 

4841.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  with  reference  to  the  Government  taking 
over  main  roads  or  not  F — Yes,  I  advocated  that  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  and 
some  of  the  Divisional  Councils  favoured  the  idea.  I  think  before  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  1898  I  made  recommendations  on  the  same 
subject,  and  I  recommended  that  that  should  apply  to  the  Cape  Division  ;  and  to  be 
consistent  I  would  still  recommend  that  the  Government  take  over  the  maintenance  of 
the  roads. 

4842.  On  what  ground  do  you  recommend  that  ? — The  ratepayers’  money  is  being 
wasted,  and  we  have  tried  every  possible  way  to  minimise  a  waste  of  public  money.  We 
don’t  always  get  credit  for  it  of  course,  but  that  is  our  object. 

4843.  If  these  roads  are  to  be  maintained  by  Government,  how  would  the 
expenditure  be  raised  ?■ — We  should  have  to  raise  the  money  by  rates,  but  I  should 
flunk  a  lower  rate  than  is  paid  at  present,  and  the  balance  would  be  made  up  out  of 
general  revenue. 

4844.  Do  you  mean  by  a  uniform  rate  throughout  the  whole  country  F — No  ;  to  be 
applied  to  the  Cape  Peninsula. 

4845.  Would  you  raise  a  particular  rate  for  each  district  ? — No,  a  general  rate 
throughout  the  Peninsula  for  main  road  purposes.  It  would  of  course  only  be  an 
experiment,  and  we  should  at  first  have  to  see  how  the  thing  would  work,  but  that  is 
how  I  would  experiment  on  it ;  and  it  could  afterwards  be  extended  to  the  country. 

4846.  You  propose  this  plan  with  reference  to  the  Peninsula  only  F — Yes,  only  the 
Cape  Peninsula,  at  present. 

4847.  You  would  say  throughout  the  extent  of  the  Cape  Peninsula,  but  not  the 
whole  Colony  F — Yes. 

4848.  Would  you  not  raise  a  rate  in  every  district  according  to  the  needs  of -that 
district,  or  would  you  raise  a  rate  realising  the  required  amount  throughout  the  whole 
Colony  F — No,  we  could  not  do  that ;  we  would  have  to  consider  the  local  circum¬ 
stances  in  every  case.  The  rates  could  be  considerably  less  than  they  are  now. 

Many  people  are  using  the  roads  who  contribute  nothing  towards  their  maintenance. 

I  have  suggested  the  infliction  of  a  transport  duty.  My  idea  was  to  charge  them  five 
per  cent,  duty  on  the  amount  of  their  waybill,  and  I  thought  that  the  duty  could  be 
collected  by  means  of  stamps ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  value  of  five  per  cent,  on  the 
waybill  could  be  affixed  to  it  by  means  of  stamps. 

4849.  Would  you  do  that  with  special  reference  to  economise  public  money  in  the 
Peninsula  F — Yes,  and  making  the  people  who  go  in  for  transport  obtain  a  licence. 

4850.  Carrier’s  licence  ? — Yes,  I  think  that  would  be  the  easiest  way  of  collecting. 

4851.  Would  that  be  better  than  a  wheel  tax  F — Well,  a  vehicle  tax  covers  a 
vehicle  whether  it  is  in  use  or  not,  whereas  in  the  case  of  the  stamp  duty  of  five  per 
cent,  on  the  waybill  a  man  would  pay  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  use 
he  makes  of  the  road,  because  he  pays  accordiug  to  the  weight  of  the  load.  The 
stamps  would  simply  be  affixed  to  the  waybill  and  it  could  be  the  duty  of  the  police  to 
stop  a  vehicle  occasionally  to  see  that  that  is  done. 

4852.  I  don’t  quite  understand  what  you  mean  by  the  five  per  cent.  ? — The 
stamp  duty  would  be  five  per  cent,  on  the  amount  due  to  the  carrier  for  transport. 
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4853.  How  would  that  work  out  in  the  Peninsula  ?  You  have  very  few  wagons 
going  about  with  heavy  loads  ? — I  think  a  considerable  number  are  going  about  with 

•  heavy  loads. 

4854.  Well ;  if  you  include  all  the  wagons  that  go  about  it  would  be  a 

tremendous  number  ?  — I  mean  only  those  who  go  in  for  transport  riding  as  a  matter  of 
business.  ■  • 

4855.  What  you  would  call  up-country  transport  riders  ? — Yes,  the  farmers  pa)' 
rates  as  well. 


4856.  Would  not  that  he  rather  a  burdensome  licence  to  colleot  ?—■ -No.  My  idea 
is  that  the  carrier  would  have  to  furnish  himself  with  a  number  of  stamps,  and  he  would 
simply  fix  the  required  number  or  value  to  his  waybill. 

4857.  The  same  as  is  done  with  letters  ?  — Yes.  He  could  buy  the  stamps  at  the 
Post  Office  or  from  any  Issuer  of  Stamps  the  same  way  that  they  are  procured  now. 

4858.  Jou  make  these  general  proposals  on  the  score  of  economy  ? — Better 
administration,  and  of  course  that  would  mean  economy. 

4859.  Suppose  that  the  Municipalities  were  to  say  that  they  would  prefer 
taking  over  the  main  roads  and  maintaining  them  themselves  because  they  could 
do  so  for  one  quarter  of  the  money  which  the  Divisional  Council  charges  them  in  the 
shape  of  rates — that  is  the  main  roads  passing  through  each  Municipality  ?— I  don’t 
recommend  the  Grovernment  should  take  over  main  roads  passing  through 
Municipalities. 

4860.  Your  recommendation  applies  to  main  roads  outside  the  Municipal  areas 
altogether  ? — Oh  yes. 

4861.  And  would  you  be  in  favour  of  giving  the  Municipalities  the  right  and  the 
duty  of  maintaining  the  main  roads  within  their  own  area? — Yes,  under  Grovernment 
supervision.  I  should  insist  on  their  keeping  them  up  to  a  certain  standard  which  we 
could  specifv. 

4862.  Do  you  think  they  could  be  done  better  by  the  Municipalities  than  by  the 
Divisional  Council  ? — Well,  they  will  have  these  roads  under  their  noses  and,  of  course, 
they  will  have  more  interest  in  the  matter. 

4863.  And  the  probability  is  that  they  would  be  able  to  do  it  cheaper  ? — The 
probability  is  that  they  would  want  a  better  road  than  they  have  got,  and  they  would 
accordingly  take  steps  to  get  it ;  if  they  find  that  it  costs  too  much,  then  they  would 
take  steps  to  economise,  but  I  don’t  suppose  they  would  economise  for  the  first  year  or 
two. 

4864.  Mr.  Gurney .]  Economy  exercised  locally  ? — I  said  probably  these  people 
would  want  a  better  road,  and  they  would  get  it. 

4865.  Then  where  would  the  economy  come  in? — Well,  these  people  on  the  spot 
would  be  able  to  influence  the  Town  Council  better  than  they  could  the  Divisional 
Council. 

4866.  Chairman .]  Haye  you  formed  any  idea  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  Divisional 
Council  for  carrying  out  other  functions  than  that  of  main  road  maintenance?- — No  ;  we 
have  not  had  any  occasion  to  consider  them  iu  any  other  aspect  than  that. 

4867.  I  have  asked  you  a  question  or  two  about  the  fairness  of  the  expenditure 
on  main  roads  within  the  Municipalities  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  in  comparison  with  the 
charge  which  they  make  upon  the  rates.  Now  with  reference  to  the  roads  outside  the 
Municipal  areas  in  the  Cape  Peninsula,  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape  claims  to 
spend  an  average  of  £92  2s.  8d.  per  mile  ? — I  cannot  help  thinking  that  -a  good  deal 
of  that  must  be  for  construction  and  not  maintenance  ;  for  instance,  many  of  the  roads 
are  nothing  but  sand  and  their  whole  character  is  being  changed  by  metalling  them 
and  so  on.  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  it  cannot  be  maintenance  only. 

4868.  That  would  be  an  outside  figure  for  maintenance  ? — Oh  yes,  absurd. 

4869.  The  general  tenour  of  your  evidence  with  reference  to  the  Divisional 
Council  of  the  Cape  is  that  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  improvement  ? — Yes. 

4870.  The  Divisional  Council,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  have  done  all  this  without 
contracting  any  debt  and  apparently  they  have  kept  to  the  principle  of  never  spending 
any  more  money  than  they  raise — they  have  no  loans?— On  the  other  hand  they  have 
raised  all  they  wanted,  and  the  people  have  had  to  meet  it. 

4871.  But  at  the  present  time  they  have  no  debt,  so  that  practically  whatever  roads 
they  have  are  an  asset  up  to  their  value  ? — They  don’t  represent  the  amount  of  money 
that  has  been  spent  on  them  ;  their  present  condition  might  represent  a  much  smaller 
amount. 

4872.  Dr.  Gregory ].  I  understand,  Mr.  Newey,  that  you  are  diffident  about  giving 
your  opinions  because  they  would  be  deemed  the  expert  opinions  of  an  engineer,  and 
you  are  not  in  possession  of  the  necessary  data  to  give  expert  opinions  in  that  way  ?•— 
Yes,  on  the  points  that  I  have  hesitated  to  give  information. 
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4873.  But  now,  have  you  what  one  might  call  lay  opinions  on  the  matter? — I  Mr- 

have  no  business  to  have  them.  I  am  not  called  here  as  a  lay-man.  JotephNtwey . 

4874.  I  take  it  that  you  are  oalled  here  for  your  general  knowledge  of  Municipal  30th  April,  iy02. 
works,  as  well  as,  but  apart  from  your  knowledge  as,  an  expert  engineer  ? — I  don’t 

take  that  view  of  it,  but  still  if  you  have  any  questions  to  ask  I  will  pay  attention  to 
them. 

4875.  If  you  are  not  in  a  position  to  give  expert  advioe  in  these  matters,  is  there 
anybody  to  your  knowledge  in  the  Colony  who  would  be  in  a  position  to  give  us  that 
expert  advice  ? — On  which  matters  ? 

4876.  The  two  most  prominent  matters  are  the  suitability  of  a  scheme  for 
adequately  augmenting  the  water  supply  for  the  whole  Peninsula  and  a  scheme 
of  sewage  removal  for  the  whole  of  the  Peninsula  ;  these  are  the  two  main  questions 
which  seem  to  require  expert  advice  of  a  high  order  ? — It  is  a  large  question,  and  have 
not  Government  settled  that  by  submitting  the  matter  to  this  Commission  ? 

4877.  But  the  position  of  the  Commission  is  this  :  that  we  want  expert  advice  on 
these  matters  and  it  was  thought  that  you  would  be  yourself  in  a  position  to  give  us 
such  advice  on  these  subjects  as  would  be  reliable  for  the  purposes  of  the  Commission, 
but  it  appears  that  you  have  not  sufficient  data  to  do  so  ;  now  is  there  anyone  in  the 
Colony  who  has  sufficient  data  and  whose  advice  could  be  accepted  as  so  reliable  that  it 
could  be  unhesitatingly  adopted  ? — No ;  no  one  is  sufficiently  disinterested. 

4878.  What  do  you  mean  by  disinterested? — I  mean  having  no  personal  or  mone¬ 
tary  interest  in  the  issue  beyond  being  paid  a  fee  for  giving  the  advice. 

4879.  If  there  is  no  one  in  the  Colony,  is  there  any  one  out  of  it  that  you  know 
of  ? — Yea  ;  I  went  out  of  the  way  to  recommend  someone  outside  the  Colony. 

4880.  Mr.  Lawrence .]  We  had  a  letter  from  you  ? — Yes ;  and  I  notioe  that  you 
allowed  a  part  of  it,  though  not  the  whole,  to  appear  in  the  public  press.  In  that  letter, 
in  which  I  withdrew  from  the  membership  of  this  Commission,  I  suggested  a  gentleman 
outside  the  Colony. 

4881.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  You  suggested  Mr.  Thwaites  ? — Yes,  from  Melbourne. 

4882.  Why  did  you  suggest  him  ? — Because  he  has  just  now  completed  a  very 
similar  kind  of  business  to  that  which  this  Commission  is  dealing  with  at  present. 

4883.  The  question  of  amalgamation  ? — Yes,  ten  or  twelve  small  Municipalities 
around  Melbourne.  The  result  of  it  was  the  establishment  of  a  Board  of  Works,  of 
which  he  is  the  Engineer-in-Chief,  and  this  Board  takes  in  the  water  supply 
of  all  the  areas.  They  look  also  after  the  drainage  of  all  the  areas,  and  they  are 
just  about  taking  up  the  electric  lighting  of  the  whole  area  now.  They  must  have 
taken  also  the  main  roads,  but  of  that  I  am  not  quite  certain.  At  any  rate,  of  the 
drainage  and  the  water  supply  I  am  quite  sure. 

4884.  This  Board  would  bo  dealing  with  the  outlying  suburbs,  suoh  as  New 
Brighton  and  so  on  ? — Yes. 

4885.  And  in  your  opinion  the  condition  of  things  there  is  very  similar  to  what 
we  have  to  deal  with  here  ? — Yes,  a  lot  of  small  Municipalities  carrying  on  their  own 
work  and  becoming  too  expensive.  They  are  all  grouped  together  under  the  Board  of 
Works,  and  each  Municipality  has  a  right  to  send  nominees  to  represent  them  on  this 
Board,  and  these  nominees  have  the  power  to  vote. 

4886.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  details  ? — Not  from  memory.  I  only  read 
the  reports  of  Mr.  Thwaites. 

4887.  Chairman .]  Could  you  put  in  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Thwaites? — Yes. 

4888.  Dr  Gregory.']  And  in  your  opinion,  Mr.  Thwaites  is  par  excellence  the  man 
to  give  us  the  necessary  advice  ? — I  stated  that  in  my  letter  at  the  time  when  I  with¬ 
drew  from  the  membership  of  this  Commission. 

4889.  In  the  event  of  the  services  of  suoh  a  gentleman  being  obtained,  how  long 
would  it  take  him  to  obtain  the  necessary  information  and  to  report  ? — Of  course  he 
would  require  assistance,  and  it  would  depend  a  good  deal  upon  the  assistance  afforded 
him,  but  I  should  think  in  six  months  he  would  be  able  to  have  the  information. 

4890.  There  would  still  be  some  information  suoh  as  the  water  gauging  which 
he  would  not  have  in  the  time? — No,  not  independently7;  but  from  such  gaugings  as 
could  be  got  comparisons  could  bo  drawn  and  an  estimate  formed  accordingly.  It  takes 
time,  and  an  independent  survey  would  have  to  be  made,  but  the  great  advantage  would 
be  that  no  one  would  know  anything  of  the  result  until  the  Government  publishes  the 
report.  Now  everything  is  published  in  the  papers,  and  b y  the  time  you  arrive  at  a 
conclusion  you  will  probably  have  a  difficulty  in  getting  either  your  water  or  your 
land 

4891.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  Somebody  else  will  have  it  ? — Yes. 

4892.  Dr.  Gregory.]  In  the  event  of  the  services  of  such  an  expert  being 
obtained,  would  the  officers  of  the  Public  Works  Department  be  able  to  assist  him 
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practically  in  these  surveys  ?— Yes,  he  would  have  the  servioes  of  our  offioers,  provided 
of  course  that  the  Government  approved,  and  then  of  course  lie  would  also  be  at 
liberty  to  employ  any  other  engineers. 

4893.  So  that,  apart  from  the  amount  of  the  fee  of  the  expert  himself,  the 
expenditure  would  not  be  very  great  ? — In  proportion  to  the  issue,  not. 

4894.  In  your  opinion,  would  the  Commission  be  justified  in  coming  to  any  very 
decided  decision,  and  to  offer  any  decided  recommendation  to  the  Government  as  to  the 
adoption  of  any  certain  particular  water  scheme  or  sewage  scheme  without  obtaining 
expert  advice  of  the  description  you  have  mentioned  ? — I  don’t  think  so. 

4895.  As  a  practical  engineer,  would  you  be  disposed  to  attach  muoh  weight  to 
such  a  recommendation  come  to  without  such  expert  advice  ? — No  ;  this  town  has  had 
enough  of  that. 

4896.  You  say,  Mr.  Newey,  that  you  have  been  in  this  Colony  as  an  engineer  for 
how  long  ? — Thirty  years. 

4897.  What  then  is  the  reason  that  during  all  that  time  so  few  reliable  statistics, 
if  I  may  say  so,  appear  to  have  been  collected  and  are  available  ?— The  Government 
won’t  advance  the  money  for  the  purpose.  We  have  asked  the  Government  from  time 
to  time — especially  during  the  last  nine  or  ten  years — for  a  fund  to  institute  a  system 
of  rain  gauges  and  river  gauges  throughout  the  country,  but  so  far  no  money  has  been 
placed  at  our  disposal.  Rain  gauges  have  been  established  over  very  wide  areas,  and 
the  reports  are  sent  to  the  Meteorological  Commission.  We  are  not  allowed  to  spend 
any  money  to  get  information  of  that  kind  except  when  a  specific  scheme  is  sent  for  our 
investigation. 

4898.  You  say  the  Government  have  not  expended  any  money  on  this  matter, 
but  have  not  public  bodies  expended  money  and  obtained  information  which  is  avail¬ 
able  in  these  matters  ? — I  suppose  the  Town  Council  have  paid  for  the  investigations 
made  in  connection  with  their  own  water  supply,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  the  informa¬ 
tion  is  available  for  the  public. 

4899.  Have  you  ever  asked  the  Town  Council  for  it  ? — I  don’t  know  that  I  have. 

4900.  There  should  be  no  reason  why  the  Town  Council  should  withhold  them  ? — 
There  is  no  reason  that  I  can  see.  If  they  had  been  produced  at  the  public  expense 
they  ought  to  be  available  to  the  public,  being  public  property. 

4901.  You  mentioned  that  unless  different  steps  are  taken  to  consider  any  pro¬ 
posed  scheme  of  water  supply  that  the  Government  would  find  that  all  the  water  rights 
have  been  bought  up  ? — Probably ;  I  generally  find  when  I  proceed  with  an  investi¬ 
gation,  if  I  don’t  keep  it  very  secret,  that  someone  has  always  got  an  option  on  the 
property  required,  and  so  on. 

4902.  That  is  your  general  experience  throughout  the  whole  Colony  ? — Yes. 

4903.  Apart  from  making  our  investigations  in  this  matter  strictly  in  camera  are 
there  any  other  means  which  you  can  suggest  by  which  the  rights  of  the  public  could  be 
protected  against  the  speculator  who  secures  these  options — option  buyers  ? — I  don’t 
know  whether  the  Government  themselves  have  the  power,  but  of  course  it  would  be  a 
very  good  thing  if  such  transactions  entered  into  meanwhile,  pending  the  report  of  the 
Commission,  could  be  rendered  illegal  and  void.  I  question,  however,  very  much 
whether  the  Government  has  the  power  to  render  any  option  whioh  may  be  acquired 
now  illegal  or  void. 

4904.  Would  in  your  opinion  the  case  be  partly  met  by  introducing  into  the  Act 
an  expropriation  clause  ? — That  would  most  assuredly  be  necessary  in  any  legislation 
whioh  is  to  be  passed  arising  out  of  this  Commission’s  report. 

4905.  And  applied  to  water  supply  generally  ? — Yes,  and  to  this  case  in  particular. 
This  enquiry  has  attracted  so  much  public  notice  that  the  speculators  are  on  the  alert. 

4906.  And  in  the  event  of  speculators  asking  too  unreasonable  a  price  then  it 
would  be  settled  by  arbitration  ? — The  arbitration  would  follow  the  expropriation. 
Arbitrators  would  have  to  be  appointed  to  appraise  the  value  of  all  the  land  taken 
under  expropriation. 

4907.  In  which  event  speculators  would  not  be  so  ready  to  acquire  all  these 
options  ? — They  would  take  a  greater  risk,  of  course. 

4908.  Have  you  any  general  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  water  supply  of  the 
Cape  Peninsula  ? — I  have  rot  sufficiently  entered  into  the  question  to  be  able  to  offer 
any  opinions  owing  to  the  want  of  essential  data. 

4909.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  anything  as  to  the  existing  supply  or  supplies 
and  on  the  question  of  an  augmentation  of  those  supplies  ? — I  have  not  been  able  to 
get  any  information  except  reading  the  information  in  the  public  prints ;  but  I  cannot 
speak  as  to  what  has  been  done  already  and  the  results  arrived  at  on  the  money 
expended. 
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4910.  But  it  seems  an  extraordinary  thing  that  the  Chief  Government  Engineer  Mr. 
of  the  Cclony  should  not  be  in  a  position  to  get  information  on  matters  of  this  kind  ?  ■r*!'*Ph 

— Yes,  it  is  an  extraordinary  thing,  but  it  is  a  fact.  30th  April,  1902. 

4911.  What  steps  have  been  taken  to  try  and  procure  such  information  ? — I  have 
not  taken  any  steps,  but  as  far  as  the  Cape  Town  water  supply  is  concerned,  Mr. 

Stewart  could  give  it  you. 

4912.  Chairman .]  The  Cape  Town  schemes  for  such  works  are  not  referred  to  you 
like  sohemes  from  other  parts  of  the  Colony  ? — No,  not  unless  they  require  to  carry  them 
out  by  means  of  a  Government  loan. 

4913.  So  that  in  that  way  the  information  does  not  come  to  you?  —No. 

4914.  Dr.  Gregory .]  But  I  take  it  that  your  opinion  is  that  such'  information 
should  be  freely  available  ? — Oh  yes,  it  should  be  public  property  and  available  for 
everybody. 

4915.  Such  information  as  you  require  is  that  given  generally  in  regard  to 
schemes  completed  in  England  ? — Generally,  after  an  important  scheme  in  Englaud 
has  been  completed  all  the  statistics  relating  to  the  scheme  are  read  before  the 
Institute  of  Civil  Engineers  and  published  in  the  minutes  of  proceedings,  then  they 
become,  so  to  speak,  public  property. 

4916.  What  do  you  inolude  in  the  statistics  ? — Raiufall  on  the  catohment  area, 
cost  of  the  works,  contents  of  the  reservoirs,  quantities  of  water  supplied  to  the  towDs, 
the  manner  of  distribution,  and  generally  the  result  of  the  work. 

4917.  Does  that  apply  elsewhere  as  well  as  in  England,  do  you  know  ? — Not  so 
freely  as  in  England.  The  case  that  I  mention  in  Australia  gives  a  most  exhaustive 
report  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Thwaites  on  the  result  of  his  operations. 

4918.  In  fact,  to  put  it  in  a  nutshell,  you  consider  that  the  information  should  be 
published  and  made,  pro  bona  publico,  available  for  anyone  who  wants  it  ? — Yes. 

4919.  Chairman.  J  When  did  Mr.  Thwaites  go  to  Melbourne  ?  —  Many  years  ago — 

I  think  in  the  sixties,  but  he  may  have  been  born  there. 

4920.  Is  he  still  in  the  employ  of  the  Melbourne  Corporation  ? — Yes,  he  is 
Engineer- in-Chief  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

4921.  There  is  a  special  Act  by  the  Melbourne  Legislature  for  the  purpose? — Yes, 
it  was  done  under  a  special  Act  of  Parliament,  called  the  Water  and  Sewage  Act  of 
1859. 

4922.  And  that  was  in  1889  ? — Yes,  the  amalgamation. 

4923.  It  was  the  result  of  a  Royal  Commission  that  sat  in  Melbourne  ? — I  am  not 
aware  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission,  but  I  know  of  the  Act. 

4924.  The  great  difference  is  that  in  1889  there  was  no  single  sewer  in  Melbourne, 
and  Cape  Town  has  its  scheme  pretty  well  carried  out  ? — Yes 

4925.  And  at  that  time  the  Government  at  Melbourne  set  aside  a  large  area  of 
Crown  land  as  a  collecting  area  ? — Yes. 

4926.  And  when  the  Commission  was  set  on  foot,  there  was  the  one  large 
Municipality  of  Melbourne  with  about  150,000  inhabitants  with  some  nineteen  or 
twenty  smaller  Municipalities  scattered  all  about  it? — Yes. 

4927.  And  there  was  no  sewerage  scheme  and  no  water  scheme  worthy  of  the  name 
at  that  time  in  existence  ? — No. 

4928.  So  that  the  Melbourne  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  was  created  by  the 
Legislature  in  order  to  deal  with  these  difficulties  ? — Yes. 

4929.  And  in  order  to  devise  a  public  scheme  for  making  the  best  use  of  the 
|4  Crown  land  catchment  area  ? — Yes. 

4930.  Here  we  have  a  different  state  of  things  to  deal  with  ? — Yes  ;  sohemes  are 
more  or  less  on  foot  here,  but  whether  in  the  direction  of  success  or  not  I  cannot  say. 

4931.  Was  Mr.  Thwaites  the  engineer  for  Melbourne  before  that  Act  was  put 
into  force  in  1889  ? — Yes,  but  in  what  capacity  I  don’t  know. 

4932.  But  ho  carried  out  all  these  works? — Yes,  he  had  the  supervision  of  it  all. 

The  proposals  were  referred  to  Mr.  Mausergh,  Past  President  of  the  Institute  of  Civil 
Engineers. 

4933.  That  Board  of  Works  in  Melbourne  is  costing  the  Government  of  the 
country  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  is  it  not  ? — I  don’t  know  how  much. 

4934.  The  Chairman  is  a  highly  paid  official,  is  he  not  ? — Not  overpaid. 

4935.  That  Board  has  the  power  to  rate? — Yes,  all  power  for  carrying  on  its 
functions. 

4936.  And  it  sends  its  precept  to  the  various  boroughs  and  that  is  the  method  of 
raising  money  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

4937.  Do  you  thiuk  that  plan  would  answer  here  ?  Looking  at  the  difference  of 
public  view  with  reference  to  these  matters,  do  you  think  it  would  be  suitable  to  have 
a  Board  of  Works  started  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Town,  with  a  paid  Chairman 
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r  .  and  rating  powers,  as  agaiust  the  Municipalities  to.  control  water  supply,  sewerage, 

_-_  eu*v-  au(j  roa(i  construction  ? — I  would  not  take  in  road  construction  at  present,  but  for  tue 
soth  April,  1902.  other  matters  I  don’t  see  how  you  are  to  do  without  a  Board  of  Works. 

4938.  But  seeing  that  the  Municipalities  have  had  the  power  over  all  these  things 
for  so  many  years,  and  we  may  say  rather  like  the  power,  do  you  think  it  would  be 
a  judicious  thing  to  take  it  away  from  them  aud  put  it  into  the  keeping  of  a  new 
Board? — The  Board  will  be  composed  of  experienced  men  selected  by  themselves  and 
advised  by  experienced  professional  men. 

4939.  Would  you  anticipate  better  results  from  a  Board  of  that  kind  than  from 
an  amalgamated  Municipality? — Well,  it  would  practically  be. the  same  thing. 

4940.  Then  if  you  see  a  possibility  of  amalgamating  the  various  Municipalities 
under  one  ( ’ouncil,  don’t  you  think  that  that  might  be  as  good  a  way  of  getting  over 
the  difficulty,  as  by  having  a  new  Board  called  into  existence  for  the  stime  purpose  ?  — 
There  are  many  things  which  the  Municipalities  would  still  have  to  attend  to  and  which 
would  not  go  to  the  Board  of  Works.  I  don’t  know  whether  you  would  be  able  to 
amalgamate  them  on  all  points. 

4941.  Do  you  think  you  would  get  competent  men  to  attend  to  these  little  things  ? 
— You  might  reduce  the  number  of  Municipalities  from  the  five  or  six  into  two  or 
three — say  Cape  Town,  Wynberg,  and  Simon’s  Town — and  they  could  manage  their 
own  local  affairs,  and  yet  the  big  public  matters,  such  as  the  water  supply  and  the 
drainage,  could  be  under  the  Board  of  Works.  You  have  got  all  these  M  unicipalities 
now,  each  one  with  its  own  engineer,  and  each  engineer  having  different  views. 

4942.  Would  you  then  have  two  authorities  in  the  Municipalities,  namely,  the 
Board  of  Works  controlling  the  larger  affairs,  and  the  various  other  authorities  control¬ 
ling  the  smaller  affairs  ? — There  would  not  be  two  authorities  for  the  same  subjects. 

4943.  You  would  give  them  different  subjects  to  control  ? — Yes. 

4944.  But  now  with  reference  to  getting  suitable  men  to  give  effeot  to  these 
proposals  ? — I  take  it  that  the  men  would  be  selected  from  the  same  as  those  you  have 
now. 

4945.  Then  we  come  back  to  the  same  thing  :  that  it  would  be  possible  to  attain 
the  same  object  with  an  amalgamated  Municipality? — Oh,  yes,  with  a  suitable  staff 
of  officers.  You  meet  the  ease  because  the  Board  of  Works  would  consist  of 
selected  members  of  each  Municipality. 

4946.  The  difficulty  is  this :  that  unless  one  sees  an  absolute  necessity  for  calling 
into  existence  a  new  authority  one  is  very  loath  to  do  it.  If  one  could  develop  in  the 
way  of  amalgamating  the  Municipalities  and  give  them  more  power — and  we  could 
get  better  men  to  go  on  to  such  an  amalgamated  Municipality — would  not  the  necessity 
for  having  this  new  Board  of  Works  to  a  very  great.,  extent  be  done  away  with  ? — 
No  ;  if  you  give  them  more  power  with  the  same  brains  they  will  only  get  into  a 
bigger  muddle.  You  know  the  class  of  men  you  get — shopkeepers  and  so  on — and 
they  have  not  shown  the  best  results. 

4947.  Where  do  you  propose  to  get  the  new  brains,  then  ? — It  would  be  .the  old 
brains  doing  larger  work  under  the  guidance  of  a  competent  professional  staff.  If  you 
get  an  amalgamated  Municipality  with  a  competent  staff,  then  of  course  it  is  practically 
a  Board  of  Works,  because  representatives  from  the  various  Municipalities  will  form 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  Works  ;  almost  the  same  thing  that  you  have  in 
Melbourne. 

4948.  Your  Board  of  Works  might  simply  be  a  Board  of  professional  men  in  the 
employ  of  the  amalgamated  Municipality  ? — No  ;  the  Board  would  be  advised  of  course 
by  professional  men,  but  a  certain  number  of  the  Town  Councillors  would  be  sitting  on 
the  Board  of  Works. 

4949.  Would  you  give  the  various  Municipal  districts  the  right  to  nominate  lay- 
members  on  the  Board  of  Works,  and  to  elect  members  from  their  own  bodies  to  be  on 
the  Board  of  Works  ? — They  would  make  selections  from  their  own  Town  Councillors 
to  represent  them  on  the  Board  of  Works,  only  the  Chairman  as  the  head  of  the 
Board  and  the  professional  staff  would  be  permanent. 

4950.  Then  it  would  practically  be  a  similar  board  to  the  one  which  is  called  the 
Suburban  Waterworks  Management  Committee? — I  don’t  know  how  that  is  constituted. 

4951.  That  is,  a  Committee  constituted  by  each  of  the  four  Municipalities  of 

Claremont,  Rondebosch,  Mowbray,  and  Woodstock  sending  two  members  to  manage, 
regulate  and  charge  for  the  water  supply  to  these  four  areas? — Yes,  it  would  be  some¬ 
what  similar.  . 

4952.  Would  you  extend  the  same  principle  to  such  matters  as  drainage  ? — I 
should  like  to  know  more  about  their  system  of  administration  or  about  the  men  them¬ 
selves  before  I  would  extend  the  principle  to  them. 

4953.  Dr.  Gregory .]  The  conditions  in  the  Melbourne  area  were  not  so  very 
different  from  those  obtaining  here — Melbourne  had  been  in  existence  for  fifty  years; 
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they  had  a  population  of  150,000  inhabitants,  and  they  had  been  ’running  certain  Mr. 
sanitary  schemes  through  during  their  time  ;  at  any  rate,  they  must  have  had  some  $***/ 

sanitary  arrangements  in  existence  because,  as  a  matter  of  faot,  all  these  little  30th  April,  1902. 
Municipalities  were  draining  into  the  Yarra-Yarra  ? — Every  one  must  have  had  its  own 
little  contrivance,  but  1  don’t  know  to  what  extent  of  development  it  had  come.' 

4954.  Practically,  the  Cape  Peninsula  has  no  scheme  which  is  sufficient  for 
water  or  drainage  ? — It  has  not. 

4955.  With  the  exception  of  the  drainage  scheme  of  Cape  Town  ? — It  is  presumed 
to  be  sufficient  but  I  don’t  know  that  it  is. 

4966.  All  water  schemes  are  insufficient  and,  with  the  exception  of  Cape  Town 
having  a  drainage  scheme,  we  are  not  further  advanoed  in  these  matters — even  taking 
Cape  Town  with  its  legendary  Municipal  Government — than  was  the  case  of 
Melbourne  ? — I  think  this  is  a  much  smaller  job  than  the  Melbourne  case. 

4957.  Mr  Gurney .]  As  a  matter  of  fact,  when  you  speak  of  the  Municipal 
Councillors  not  having  made  good  use  of  their  experience,  you  mean  to  imply  that 
being  laymen  they  have  not  the  technical  and  scientific  knowledge  necessary,  and 
therefore  have  failed  P — I  suppose  their  not  being  professional  men  has  something  to 
do  with  it,  and  they  having  failed,  we  have  arrived  at  the  question  we  are  seeking. 

4958.  These  questions  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  are  too  important  to  be  plaoed  in  the 

frasp  of  the  stamp  of  man  who  puts  himself  forward  as  a  Municipal  Councillor  ?— 
rou  mean  water  and  drainage  schemes  ? 

4959.  Yes,  the  things  are  too  big,  are  they  not  ?• — Yes,  they  are  too  big  for  him 
unassisted  to  express  an  opinion  upon,  though  he  is  able  to  express  an  opinion  upon  the 
advice  placed  before  him. 

4960.  But  then  you  say  he  is  not  able  to  express  an  opinion  ? — I  don’t  know  what 
has  been  placed  before  him,  but  we  do  know  that  the  results  have  been  disappointing. 

4961.  But  you  don’t  understand  how  the  result  has  come  about  ? — No. 

4962.  And  yet  the  same  class  of  man  probably  would  figure  upon  the  Board  of 
Works  about  which  you  are  speaking? — Yes,  but  they  would  not  have  as  much  rope  as 
they  have  now. 

4963.  Why  could  one  expect  better  work  from  the  same  man  under  those  circum¬ 
stances  than  now? — They  would  be  under  a  fiercer  light  altogether,  and  subject  to 
more  criticism  outside. 

4964.  And  the  mere  fact  of  combining  in  that  way  would  give  them  a  wider  view 
.  generally  ? — Yes. 

4965.  The  question  was  put  to  you  whether  all  the  present  arrangements  were  not 
insufficient,  but  that  is  scarcely  the  position  nowadays.  Would  you  apply  that  for 
instance  to  the  water  at  Wynberg? — I  don’t  know  sufficient  about  the  water  at 
Wynberg. 

4966.  You  would  not  say  that  their  water  is  insufficient  now  ? — No. 

4967.  When  you  were  giving  evidence  in  1898  before  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  you  advocated  the  Government  taking  over  the  roads,  firstly, 
because  you  thought  the  main  roads  of  the  country  should  be  regarded  as  the  next  best 
and  next  most  important  thing  to  the  railway  ? — Yes. 

4968.  Then  you  thought  that  the  expenditure  at  the  beginning  might  be  a  little 
greater,  but  that  it  would  be  less  aftorwards? — Yes,  at  the  beginning  you  would  have 
to  take  jp  construction — that  is,  you  would  have  to  put  the  roads  which  are  not  in 
repair  into  thorough  repair. 

4969.  Afterwards  there  would  be  economy  ? — Yes. 

4970.  And  that  would  apply  to  the  Cape  Peninsula  as  well  as  to  the  Colony 
generally  ? — Yes,  but  the  Cape  Peninsula  roads  are  in  a  better  condition  than  most  of 
the  roads  in  the  country. 

4971.  Practically  there  are  no  bridges  in  the  Cape  Peninsula? — Small  wooden 
things  not  of  auy  importance.  They  are,  however,  of  sufficient  importance  for  the 
Divisional  Council  to  call  upon  the  Government  to  do  them. 

4972.  Now  in  the  matter  of  water  are  you  prepared  to  tell  us  this  :  First  of  all,  are 
you  satisfied  that  sufficient  water  cannot  be  obtained  from  Table  Mountain  ? — I  don’t 
know  enough  about  the  water  on  Table  Mountain  to  express  an  opinion. 

4973.  You  are  not  able  to  tell  us  whether  we  should  have  to  go  further  afield  than 
Table  Mountain  ? — No,  I  don’t  know  anything  of  it  at  all  for  a  certainty,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  the  supply  from  the  mountains  in  the  Peninsula  is  nearly  exhausted  yet. 

4974.  In  looking  for  more  water,  and,  seeing  that  so  much  has  been  taken  from 
Table  Mountain,  would  you  not  first  wish  to  know  the  total  quantity  it  is  possible  to 
get  from  that  source  ? — Certainly. 

4975.  Would  you  commence  in  that  way  iu  considering  the  question  ? — Yes  ;  I 
would  judge  by  what  has  been  got  from  the  area  drawn  upon  already,  and  generally 
its  capabilities  of  supply. 
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4976.  And  only  after  that  information  had  been  forthcoming  would  you  look 
further  afield  ? — Yes,  we  would  then  know  what  we  would  have  to  look  for  further 
afield. 

4977.  You  are  not  prepared  to  indicate  the  direction  further  afield  ? — The  best 
available  outside  source  would  be  the  best  direction  for  you  to  look. 

4978.  Your  general  knowledge  would  not  warrant  your  recommending  the  Com¬ 
mission  ?  —1  know  several  sources,  but  I  don’t  know  the  difference  between  them  yet  as 
to  water  available. 

4979.  Dr.  Anderson .]  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  are  in  favour  of  a  Board 
of  Works  being  formed  for  the  Cape  Peninsula,  with  representatives  on  it  elected  from 
the  other  Municipalities,  who  would  be  carrying  out  the  smaller  duties  assigned  to 
such  Municipalities  ? — Yes. 

4980.  Could  not  the  Board  of  Works  elect  from  its  members  District  Committees 
to  look  after  the  wants  of  the  different  districts? — No,  that  would  be  cutting  up  the 
work  which  your  Commission  has  been  appointed  to  sew  together,  as  it  were. 

4981.  But  would  you  give  the  Municipalities  certain  duties  to  perform  apart  from 
the  Board  of  Works  ? — Yes,  outside  of  drainage,  water,  and  electric  light. 

4982.  Cannot  those  duties  be  delegated  to  Committees  of  the  Board  of  Works 
without  having  separate  Municipalities  ? — I  don’t  think  it  would  work.  The  Board 
itself  would  consist  of  members  of  the  Municipalities,  aud  the  Municipalities  should 
form  their  small  committees. 

4983.  The  question  would  be :  whether  the  representatives  would  be  elected 
directly  by  the  ratepayers  or  indirectly  by  the  Municipalities  ? — I  think  it  would  be 
better  for  the  small  Municipalities  to  look  after  the  smaller  things,  and  from  amongst 
their  number  representatives  will  be  appointed  for  their  Board  of  Works,  whioh  will 
then  be  the  better  machinery  for  looking  after  the  larger  works. 

4984.  But  then  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Works  would  not  be  directly  respon¬ 
sible  to  the  ratepayers  ? — Oh,  yes,  because  the  Board  of  Works  would  be  made  up  of 
members  of  the  Municipal  bodies. 

4985.  They  would  not  have  the  same  responsibility  if  they  were  elected  by  a 
particular  ward  or  district  as  if  they  were  elected  by  their  Council  ? — For  detailed 
matters  the  Town  Council  would  have  to  appoint  committees. 

4986.  Chairman .]  The  point,  as  I  understand  it,  that  Dr.  Anderson  wishes  to 
get  at,  is  this :  would  the  appointment  of  the  Board  of  Works  be  direct  by  the  ratepayers 
or  would  the  Councillors  of  the  various  Municipalities  select  them  indirectly  ? — I  take 
it  that  the  Town  Council  and  the  various  Municipalities  would  select  reliable  men  from 
their  own  bodies. 

4987.  The  point  is  :  the  advisability  of  choosing  them  directly  from  the  rate¬ 
payers  or  indirectly  by  the  Town  Council  ? — No  ;  by  the  Town  Council. 

4988.  Dr.  Anderson .]  You  are  in  favour  of  indirect  representation  ? — Oh  yes ; 
especially  as  the  Town  Councils  are  elected  by  the  ratepayers,  and  they  would  be  the 
people  to  elect  members  from  amongst  themselves,  and  then  matters  dealt  with  by  the 
Board  of  Works  would  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Government. 

4989.  Then  you  say  that  no  works  have  been  completed  here,  but  what  about  the 
Cape  Town  drainage  system  ? — I  did  not  say  that  it  was  not  complete,  but  I  said  we 
did  not  know  how  it  would  work  until  we  had  more  experience  of  it. 

4990.  You  were  answering  some  questions  with  regard  to  the  calibre  of  the  men 
who  have  been  returned  to  represent  the  ratepayers  on  the  present  Municipalities  or 
bodies  ;  I  suppose  you  refer  to  all  representations  ? — Certainly. 

4991.  If  you  are  going  to  get  the  ratepayers  to  elect  their  representatives,  they 
could  elect  whom  they  like?— Yes. 

4992.  But  if  the  Board  of  Works  were  constructed  you  would  have  a  smaller 
number  of  men  but  you  would  get  picked  men  ? — Oh  yes,  taken  from  each  Town 
Council. 

4993.  I  should  have  thought  that  you  would  have  been  able  to  have  got  all  the 
information  that  you  require  from  the  authorities  ? — The  matter  was  never  referred 
to  me. 

4994.  I  may  take  it  that  it  has  not  been  brought  before  you  officially,  but  there  is 
no  duty  imposed  upon  the  Municipalities  to  refer  to  you  such  matters  ? — No,  but  I 
think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Municipalities  to  make  the  information  public 

4995.  But  it  is  all  public  P — I  don’t  know. 

4996.  Have  you  any  knowledge  with  regard  to  sewage  running  out  to  the  sea  in 
England  ? — No. 

4997.  Mr.  Dyer.]  In  the  event  of  this  Board  beiug  appointed  by  delegates  from 
the  Municipalities,  you  would  still  have  the  outside  districts  to  deal  with  ;  how  would 
you  deal  with  them  ? — Do  you  mean  so  far  as  the  roads  are  concerned  ? 
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4998.  Yes. — The  maintenance  of  the  roads  might  be  taken  over  by  the  Govern-  Mrr 

ment  or  the  functions  of  the  Municipalities  might  be  extended  to  look  after  these  roads.  03ep _ eweu- 

They  have  the  machinery  for  looking  after  roads  in  the  Municipal  areas,  and  all  they  30tb  April,  1902. 
need  do  would  be  to  spread  out  their  road  parties  if  they  were  properly  organised. 

4999.  But,  looking  at  the  map  of  the  Cape  Peninsula,  it  would  seem  impossible 
for  the  Municipalities  to  look  after  all  the  roads  ? — My  idea  is  that  in  the  first  instance 
the  Government  should  take  them  over,  but  if  that  cannot  be  done  then  the  functions 
of  the  Municipalities  should  be  extended ;  and  in  the  same  way  the  functions  of  the 
Village  Management  Board  at  Durbanville  should  be  extended  to  deal  with  roads  in 
that  direction.  But  I  should  prefer  the  Government  to  take  over  the  roads,  and  only 
suggest  the  other  as  an  alternative. 

5000.  Mr.  Lawrence.~\  If  the  Government  took  over  the  outside  roads  they  must 
pay  for  maintaining  them  and  constructing  new  roads  ;  how  would  you  raise  the  money 
for  keeping  outside  roads  in  order? — As  I  stated,  by  having  a  smaller  rate  than  is  paid 
at  present  and  the  deficiency  to  be  made  up  out  of  general  revenue. 

5001.  Would  you  rate  the  Municipalities  for  the  outside  roads  ? — In  the  same  way 
as  they  are  rated  now. 

5002.  Could  you  tell  us  of  any  good  source  of  water  supply  in  the  Cape  Peninsula 
or  near  the  Cape  Peninsula? — No;  nothing  beyond  the  two  or  three  whioli  have  been 
spoken  of  and  investigated,  but  I  have  not  investigated  them  myself. 

5003.  Have  you  inspected  them? — No. 

5004.  Have  you  any  idea  where  we  could  get  a  good  supply  ? — These  that  have 
been  mentioned — Steenbras  River,  Palmiet  River,  and  the  Berg  River  supply. 

5005.  The  Berg  River  supply  :  is  that  the  Olipliant’s  Hoek  River  ? — Practically. 

5006.  You  have  never  inspected  these  ? — No. 

5007.  Has  your  department  inspected  them  ? — No. 

5008.  Or  investigated  them  for  the  Government  ?- -No. 

5009.  With  regard  to  the  establishment  of  this  Board  of  Works  in  Melbourne, 
can  you  tell  us  whether  it  has  been  satisfactory  ? — No,  I  cannot  tell  you  that. 

5010.  But  it  was  established  some  ten  years  ago  ? — Yes. 

5011.  And  you  don’t  know  how  it  has  been  working? — Yes,  from  the  report  of 
Mr.  Thwaites,  which  is  quite  modern,  in  fact  last  year’s. 

5012.  His  report  would  be  more  recent  than  ten  years  ago  ? — Yes,  1901. 

5013.  His  report  deals  with  the  working  at  present? — Yes,  and  with  the  result 
of  the  working  with  regard  to  the  water  supply. 

5014.  Supposing  that  this  Commission  were  to  recommend  that  a  Board  of  Works 
be  established  here  for  the  administration  of  affairs  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  would  you 
reoommend  Government  nominees  on  the  Board  ? — This  is  a  matter  for  consideration  ; 
but  I  think  that  the  works  undertaken  should  have  the  approval  of  the  Government. 

5015.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  Government  property  being  rated  in  the  Muni¬ 
cipality  ? — I  don’t  see  that  any  change  is  called  for,  as  Government  is  rated  already. 

5016.  But  the  Government  would  be  interested  in  the  administration  ? — Only  as 
property  holders  and  guardians  of  the  public  interest. 

5017.  And  in  the  same  way  ought  to  pay  rates  ? — I  suppose  they  would  have  to. 

5018.  Chairman .]  L)o  you  know  the  Berg  River  at  all  from  its  entrance  into  the 
sea  upwards  ? — Only  as  a  geographical  expression.  1  have  Been  it  in  different  points. 

5019.  Have  you  inspected  the  roads  there  ? — Well,  I  have  travelled  over  the 
roads. 

5020.  Do  you  know  the  Twenty-four  Rivers  ? — Yes. 

5021.  Have  you  been  over  that  river  ? — Twelve  years  ago. 

5022.  What  is  your  recollection  of  it  ?— As  far  as  I  can  reoolleot,  it  was  not  really 
a  river  at  the  time — just  pools  of  water  here  and  there.  It  was  very  dry,  but  as  a 
matter  of  fact  I  was  not  considering  the  question  of  water  supply  at  the  time. 

5023.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  report  sent  in  by  Mr.  Bain  with  reference  to 
water  supply  ? — No. 

5024.  You  could  not  give  the  Commission  any  idea  as  to  the  suitability  of  that 
source  of  supply  for  Cape  Town  ? — I  could  not  express  an  opinion  on  it ;  I  only  know 
it  on  the  map  really.  I  think  any  water  taken  from  it  would  have  to  be  taken  in  time 
of  flood  and  stored. 

5025.  That  seems  to  be  the  feature  of  all  the  supplies  within  the  range  of  Cape 
Town  ?  —  Yes  ;  it  is  the  ouly  fair  way. 

5026.  I  suppose  you  have  hardly  studied  the  working  of  Local  Government  so 
closely  that  you  would  be  able  to  tell  us  what  the  effect  upon  Looal  Government  would 
be  by  the  institution  of  your  Board  of  Works  ;  I  mean  with  special  reference  to  making 
a  comparison  between,  say,  the  success  of  such  a  Board  of  Works  as  that  at  Melbourne 
and  its  probable  suocess  here  ? — No,  that  meant  a  good  deal,  because  you  have  different 
people  to  deal  with. 
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T  ^rv  5027.  And  have  you  not  a  different  condition  of  things  altogether  to  deal  with  P— 

vsrp^'Ury.  Of  oourse,  things  are  different.  The  necessity  of  extending  such  a  large  area  in 
30th  Apiil.  1902.  Melbourne  for  catchment  purposes  does  not  exist  here  to  the  same  extent.  The 
Melbourne  business  is  a  much  larger  one  lhau  we  have  to  deal  with  here. 

5028.  You  are  aware  that  it  was  a  fact  at  the  time  when  the  Melbourne  Metro¬ 
politan  Board  was  instituted  that  practically  nothing  had  been  done  in  the  way  of 
water  supply, sewerage  or  drainage  in  that  area?— Well,  something  had  been  done  in 
Melbourne,  but  I  don’t  know  what  the  condition  was,  or  to  what  extent  the  works  had 
developed. 

5029.  And  you  are  aware  that  the  area  over  which  this  Board  was  instituted  was 
a  very  much  larger  area  than  we  propose  to  deal  with  here  ? — Oh  yes. 

5030.  It  is  more  scattered  ? — Oh  yes,  much  larger  but  of  the  same  nature. 

5031.  And  they  had  there  something  like  twenty  boroughs  or  wards  to  d^al  with 
all  under  different  constitutions  ? — Yes,  and  you  will  probably  have  twenty  different 
ones  to  deal  with  here  at  the  rate  of  progress  and  growth  of  the  Municipalities. 

5032.  Take  the  case  of  the  city  of  Cape  Town  itself  at  the  present  time  :  for  the 
last  thirty  or  forty  years  these  large  matters  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Mayor  and 
Corporation  ? — Yes. 

5033.  And  you  think  that  it  would  be  in  consonanoe  with  the  general  feelings 
of  human  nature  that  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  would  like  these  matters  to  be  taken 
out  of  their  hands  and  put  into  the  hands  of  a  Board  and  for  that  Board  to  rate  them 
in  a  way  that  they  would  have  no  control  ? — I  think  they  would  have  control. 

5034.  But  would  they  like  that  ?— I  don’t  think  they  would  like  it ;  they  would 
prefer  handling  the  money  themselves. 

5035.  What  would  be  the  difference  between  the  Board  of  Works  and  the 
Municipality  handling  the  money  ? — It  would  be  subjeot  to  the  approval  of  the 
Government  whioh  it  is  not  at  the  present  time. 

5036.  With  the  exception  of  Cape  Town,  it  is  the  case  now  ? — Yes,  where  Govern¬ 
ment  loans  are  granted. 

5037.  Then  your  difficulty  might  bo  got  over  by  providing  that  the  consent  of  tbe 
Government  must  be  obtained  in  the  same  way  as  is  done  with  the  Local  Board  of 
London  before  any  great  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

5038.  So  that  as  far  as  that  is  concerned,  there  is  no  great  necessity  for  your  new 
Board  ? — Yes,  I  think  there  is,  because  they  would  be  in  a  better  position  to  represent 
the  interests  of  the  people  generally. 

5039.  You  would  still  allow  this  Board  to  be  elected  by  the  people  ? — Yes. 

5040.  And  it  would  do  away  with  the  Divisional  Council,  I  presume  ? — In  the 
Cape  Division,  yes,  where  I  think  it  should  be  abolished. 

5041.  How  far  would  the  Board  of  Works  deal  with  the  Divisional  Counoil  ? — The 
Divisional  Council  would  be  abolished  entirely  as  far  as  the  Cape  Division  is  concerned. 

5042.  Your  Board  of  Works  would  be  a  Divisional  Council  writ  large  ? — Town 
Council  writ  large. 

5043.  Then  your  Board  of  Works  would  be  the  Divisional  Council  notwithstanding  ? 
— The  whole  lot,  with  regard  to  large  matters  of  common  interest. 

5044.  At  the  present  time  twelve  members  of  the  Divisional  Council  are  elected  by 
townspeople  ? — Yes. 

5045.  What  guarantee  could  you  give  us  that  your  Board  of  Works  would  be 
differently  constituted  ? — ou  would  have  a  staff  and  you  would  have  Government 
supervision.  Now  all  kinds  of  jobbery  are  going  on,  and  we  have  no  means  of 
checking  them,  and  even  if  we  do  we  get  no  credit  for  it. 

5046.  Will  you  furnish  us  with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Thwaites  ? — Yes,  and 
I  would  at  the  same  time  recommend  the  Commission  to  examine  Mr.  Craig  and  Mr. 
Duminy  of  my  department. 
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THURSDAY,  1st  MAY,  1902. 


► 


Present  : 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman). 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 
Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
Mr.  Lawrence. 

Mr.  T.  N.  Dyer. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E  R.  DE  V ILLIER9. 


Mr.  William  Edward  Moore  further  examined. 


5047.  Chairman .]  Have  you  anything  more  to  say  on  the  question  of  drainage  ? — 
Yes,  but  before  you  go  on  to  that,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  say  that  you  askM 
me  the  other  day  to  try  and  supply  you  with  certain  plans  :  I  have  them  here  now, 
and  I  have  asked  Mr.  Menmuir,  our  Town  Engineer,  to  attend  with  me  iu  order  to 
give  you  any  information  you  want  iu  regard  to  these  plans. 

5048.  Are  those  the  plans  relating  to  the  drainage  scheme  or  to  the  waterworks 
scheme  ?  —  Waterworks. 

5049.  Have  you  any  objections  to  leave  those  plans  with  us? — Well,  they  are  at 
present  being  used  in  connection  with  the  works,  but  I  think  they  could  be  left  with  you 
for  a  few  days,  so  that  you  could  inspect  them,  and  then  you  could  at  a  later  date  call 
Mr.  Menmuir  to  supply  you  with  further  particulars.  I  think  we  could  leave  them 
till  Monday.  [Plans  put  in.] 

5050.  Then  we  will  fix  a  date  after  that  for  Mr  Menmuir  to  appear  again  ? — 
Yes.  Then  I  also  wish  to  make  a  further  remark  with  regard  to  the  question  put  to  me 
the  other  day,  as  to  whether  plans  were  prepared  for  the  drainage — one  for  Wood-took 
and  one  for  the  joint  outfall — and  1  am  informed,  upon  inquiry,  that  the  original  plan 
is  the  present  one  which  embraces  all  four  of  the  Municipalities,  and  that  no  plan  has 
been  prepared  pure  and  simple  for  Woodstock  alone,  but  that  the  original  was  so  drawn 
as  to  enable  the  others  to  join  iu.  You  further  asked  me  to  see  Mr.  Olive.  I  have 
not  seen  him  myself,  but  I  received  a  letter  from  him,  whioh,  with  your  permission,  I 
will  read  ;  it  is  as  follows  : — 

“  Cape  Town,  30th  April,  1902. 

“  PENINSULA  COMMISSION. 

“MAIN  DRAINAGE. 

“  Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  minutes  of  proceedings  reported  in  to-day’s 
press,  and  your  enquiry  as  to  any  possible  alternative  proposals  to  the  present 
scheme  as  approved  by  the  suburbs,  1  would  point  out  that  this  has  been  decided 
upon  as  being  the  most  thorough  and  economic  method  of  treating  the  question. 

It  might Jie  suggested,  though  I  must  not  be  considered  as  recommending  the 
following  : — 

1.  Assuming  the  point  of  outfall  is  not  approved  before  the  construction  of  the 

works  is  entered  upon,  pump  the  whole  of  the  sewage  and  deliver  a  mile  or 
two  further  along  the  shoro,  or  to  sufficient  distance  to  satisfy  the  advisers 
of  the  Harbour  Board. 

2.  On  the  assumption  that  the  works  have  been  executed  as  designed,  and 

objection  arises  from  the  future  inhabitants  that  will  reside  in  the  vicinity 
of  outfall,  introduce  on  line  of  main  trunk  sewer  sewage  disposal  works, 
and  use  the  proposed  sea  outfall  as  constructed  as  an  effluent  carrier. 

•  3.  Separate  schemes  of  sewage  disposal  works  for  each  of  the  four  Municipalities 
concerned,  conveying  the  effluent  water  by  joint  earner  to  the  sea. 

Such  proposals  are  quite  feasible  and  are  only  matters  of  additional  expense. 

“  I  am  not  prepared  to  enter  more  fully  into  particulars  until  the  onus  of 
frustrating  the  present  scheme  has  been  fixed  upon  the  parties  responsible 
for  the  additional  costs  involved  by  any  substituted  scheme. 

“  (Signed)  WM.  THOMAS  OLIVE, 

“  Consulting  Engineer." 

|_G.  21— 1902.J  EE 


Mr. 

W.  E.  Moore. 
1st  M.y,  1902. 
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Mr. 

JT.  E.  Moore. 
1st  May,  1902. 


5051.  Dr.  Gregory.']  Could  you  say  whether  we  could  get  Mr.  Olive  to  come 
before  us  Inter  on  ?  —Mr.  Olive  is  a  professional  man  and  probably  requires  to  be  paid 
for  his  services — that  may  be  his  reason  for  refusing  to  come, — but  he  has  in  this  letter 
given  you  his  views. 

5052.  Chairman.']  As  far  as  the  Town  Council  of  Woodstock  is  concerned,  I  suppose 
you  would  have  no  objections  to  his  coming  here  and  giving  evidence  ? — Certainly  not ; 
there  will  not  be  the  slightest  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  because  it  is  desir¬ 
able  that  all  possible  information  should  be  placed  before  the  Commission. 

5053.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  The  plans  for  the  drainage  scheme  :  in  whose  possession  are 
they  now  ? — They  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Council — in  the  office ;  and  they  are  very 
elaborate. 

5054.  Would  the  Couucil  be  prepared  to  lend  them  to  the  Commission  ? — I  don’t 
know,  but  we  are  having  our  fortnightly  meeting  on  Monday  next,  and  I  could 
ascertain  from  them. 

5055.  I  ask  that  because  last  time,  when  you  were  examined,  you  said  that  it 
would  be  a  desirable  thing  if  a  series  of  questions  could  be  formulated,  and  that  then 
the  Council  would  endeavour  to  have  those  questions  answered  :  Now,  if  we  had  these 
drawings  before  us,  we  would  be  in  a  better  position  to  judge  what  questions  we  would 
like  to  put  to  Mr.  Olive  ? — I  will  bring  the  matter  before  the  Council  on  Monday. 

5056.  I  notice  that  Mr.  Olive  in  the  letter  which  you  have  just  read  to  us 
gives  three  alternatives  in  regard  to  that  scheme  ? — Yes. 

5057.  But  there  is  a  fourth,  and  that  is  pumping  the  sewage  into  the  Cape  Town  main 
drain  and  then  discharging  it  at  once  iuto  the  sea  with  the  Cape  Town  sewage  ? — I  don’t 
know  that  that  has  been  considered.  I  may  mention,  however,  that  originally  it  was 
contemplated  by  the  Cape  Town  Council  to  carry  their  main  drain  along  the  lower  road 
through  Woodstock  to  a  place  they  contemplated  at  the  time  turning  into  a  sewage  farm. 
The  drain  was  to  have  gone  right  across  the  bed  of  the  river  to  the  sand  beyond.  I  was 
in  the  Cape  Town  Council  at  that  time,  and  an  inspection  of  the  place  was  made,  and 
we  found  that  the  sand  there  was  only  18  inches  deep,  with  a  bed  of  ironstone 
beneath.  We  therefore  could  not  utilise  it  for  the  purpose,  and  at  that  time  there  was 
some  correspondence  carried  on  in  whioh  a  proposal  was  on  foot  that  Woodstock  could 
join  on  to  the  Cape  Town  drain  for  the  disposal  of  their  sewage. 

5058.  If  you  are  going  to  pump,  there  would  be  no  objection,  I  presume,  in  the 
Council’s  opinion,  to  pumping  it  at  once  into  the  Cape  Town  main  sewer,  provided  of 
course  ihere  is  sufficient  capacity  to  receive  it  ? — It  has  never  been  before  the  Council, 
but  I  take  it,  that  if  such  an  idea  were  entertained,  we  would  have  to  procure  the 
consent  of  the  Cape  Town  Council,  and  it  would  become  a  question  of  lerms. 

5059.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  having  that  correspondence  looked  up, 
with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  the  proposals  of  the  Cape  Town  Council  as  regards 
receiving  the  Woodstock  sewage  entered  into  the  basis  of  a  contribution  ? — I  remember 
that  there  was  no  basis  of  a  contribution  then  ;  that  was  to  be  arranged  afterwards. 
They  merely  ascertained  whether  Woodstock  was  willing  to  come  in  but  no  special 
terms  were  settled. 

5060.  Chairman .]  We  will  now  go  on  to  the  question  of  streets,  and  roads  ? — 
Before  you  go  on  to  that,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  refer  to  the  question  put  to  me 
by  Mr  De  YilHers,  “  as  to  whether  I  was  aware  of  any  decision  in  regard  to  the  rights 
of  paities  relative  to  stormwater  which  had  accumulated.”  I  have  been  looking 
up  the  authorities  in  similar  cases,  and  to  the  case  of  Struben,  which  he  mentioned. 
I  find  that  pievious  to  this  case  and  in  some  cases  antecedent  to  that,  Judge  Water- 
meyer  had  decided  that  “  water  rising  on  a  man’s  own  land  was  private  property  ; 
that  one  case  has  been  modified  by  later  decisions,  and  the  ruling  to-day  is  quite  in 
accord  with  the  previous  decisions.  The  two  points  upon  which  this  case  rests  appear 
to  be  that  when  running  water  is  once  impressed  with  a  public  cr  oommon  character  it 
cannot  be  taken  for  non-riparian  purposes,”  and  so  on.  The  Chief  Justice  remarked 
upon  the  case  as  follows  : — “  Whether  the  original  right  of  a  riparian  proprietor  to  the 
flow  of  water  is  in  virtue  of  his  ownership  of  land  upon  the  bank  or  his  presumed  title 
to  the  bed  of  the  river  usque  ad  medium  filum ,  that  is  the  middle  towai’ds  the  bank,  is 
the  only  legitimate  user  by  him  of  the  water  other  than  such  rights  as  he  may  have 
acquired  by  prescription  for  purposes  connected  with  his  ordinary  occupation  of  the 
land  on  the  bank.”  Then  with  regard  to  stormwater  it  was  laid  down  by  the  Court 
that  percolating  water  becomes  private  property,  and  as  percolating  water  does  not 
come  from  below,  but  must  come  from  above,  it  can  only  arise  from  stormwater,  “  and 
percolating  water  captured  on  private  property  may  be  dealt  with  like  any  other  private 
property.” 

5061.  But  it  does  not  quite  meet  the  difficulty  here,  beoause  the  stormwater  falls 
OB  to  the  collecting  area  of  34  square  miles,  and  before  it  is  stored  it  is  brought  iuto 
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the  bed  of  a  perennial  stream  ? — Yes,  but  acquired  by  the  Woodstock  Counoil  by  the 
purohase  of  all  these  riparian  rights  of  all  the  owners.  Whatever  their  rights  were, 
have  been  purchased  by  the  Woodstock  Council,  and  forms  part  of  the  scheme. 

5062.  That  I  am  aware  of,  but  the  doubt  that  arises  in  my  mind  is  whether  that 
purchase  determines  the  matter  as  far  as  the  lower  riparian  proprietors  are  con¬ 
cerned  ? — You  mean  below,  along  the  Berg  River  ? 

5063.  Yes. — That  is  another  matter. 

5064.  I  will  just  read  to  you  certain  evidence  that  was  given  here  on  this  subject 
by  a  member  of  the  Water  Management  Committee  : — 
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“  Have  you  made  any  investigation  of  the  Oliphaut’s  Hoek  supply  ? — Oh 
yes,  we  havd  been  there  picnicking. 

“  Has  it  been  gauged  ? — Yes. 

“  So  far  as  the  information  before  you  is  concerned,  are  you  favourably  dis¬ 
posed  to  that  ? — Personally,  I  like  it,  and  the  Board  is  favourably  disposed.  It  is 
of  excellent  quality,  but  there  are  great  difficulties.  In  fact,  insurmountable 
difficulties. 

“  Perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  to  tell  us  why  you  think  them  insurmountable  ? 
— We  will  never  get  over  the  question  of  riparian  rights.  It  runs  through  the 
Malmesbury  and  Paarl  Districts,  and  all  the  farmers  along  the  river  use  it.  If  it 
is  shut  off  higher  up,  stagnant  pools  will  result  all  along  the  Berg  River.  In 
•  years  past,  when  I  was  representing  Malmesbury,  I  invariably  found  that  when  a 
oase  of  fever  broke  out  in  that  part,  it  was  due  to  that  along  the  Berg  River. 

“  Is  the  Oliphant’s  River  the  main  source  ? — Almost  the  main  source. 

“  And  you  speak  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — Yes,  I  know  the  scheme  will  be 
opposed  by  no  less  than  three  Divisional  Counoils.” 

What  have  you  to  say  to  that  ? — That  is  a  matter  of  opinion  by  that  gentleman. 

5065.  Just  so,  but  we  must  take  opinions  in  evidence,  and  satisfy  ourselves  upon  the 
points  when  they  are  raised  ? — With  due  respect,  I  suppose  what  the  Commission 
would  go  on  would  be  hard  faots — I  mean  as  regards  a  matter  of  that  kind. 5 

5066.  Opinions  start  us  on  the  hunt  for  the  hard  facts,  and  that  is  how  we  come  to 
look  for  facts  ? — The  evidence  there  is  evidence  given  in  the  principal  case,  and  that  goes 
smoothly  enough,  but  when  the  witness  is  brought  under  cross-examination  he  has  to 
state  upon  what  he  bases  his  facts,  and  you  know  that  very  frequently  the  witness 
stumbles. 

5067.  That  is  so,  but  the  point  I  want  to  bring  out  is  this:  We  don’t  put  these 
questions  simply  for  the  sake  of  putting  them,  but  we  may  find  that  a  witness  who 
comes  before  us  raises  a  doubt  in  our  minds,  and  thereafter  we  would  have  to  bring  our 
minds  to  bear  upon  the  points  raised,  and  so  get  at  the  facts  F — I  don’t  for  a  moment 
suppose  that  the  questions  are  put  for  any  purpose  other  than  to  elicit  the  fullest 
information  required  by  the  Commission. 

5068.  Mr.  Lawrence. ]  Legislation  would  be  necessary  ? — The  Legislature  would 
be  very  chary  of  interfering  with  the  rights  of  persons  unless  those  persons  got 
compensation.  The  principle  of  the  expropriation  of  land  for  Municipal  pur¬ 
poses  is  based  upon  giving  compensation.  If  the  land  is  required  for  public 
purposes,  then  you  will  have  to  compensate  these  people.  But  with  regard 
to  the  riparian  rights,  persons  must  prove  their  rights  and,  having  done  so,  if  it  is  essen¬ 
tial  that  they  should  be  deprived  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  they  must  be  compensated, 
and  I  feel  sure  that  the  Legislature  would  not  go  behind  that  principle,  of  course  we 
know  that  the  Legislature  could  hang  a  man  without  trial,  but  they  would  not  do  so. 

5069.  Chairman.']  Then  you  are  prepared  to  admit  that  in  such  a  case  as  you  are 
dealing  with,  legislation  may  really  be  necessary  ? — Yes,  it  may  be. 

5070.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  So  in  the  case  that  we  are  dealing  with  of  procuring  a  suffi¬ 
cient  supply  of  water  for  this  Peninsula,  it  may  be  necessary  to  legislate  in  dealing  with 
the  question  of  riparian  rights  ? — Of  course,  when  the  Municipal  Council  applies  to 
Parliament,  they  will  require  an  Act  for  the  purpose  of  raising  this  loan,  aud  in  the 
ordinary  course  the  Bill  will  come  before  a  Select  Committee  which  will  be  appointed 
by  Parliament,  and  all  these  questions  will  have  to  be  gone  into  and  the  facts  elicited. 

5071.  Mr.  Dyer.]  Cannot  you  raise  money  for  obtaining  water  under  your  general 
Municipal  Aot  without  going  to  Parliament  ? — I  don’t  think  it  would  be  advisable  to 
do  so ;  for  instance,  in  bringing  the  water  pipes  along  the  main  road,  it  would  be  a 
matter  of  arrangement  with  the  various  Divisional  Councils.  Suppo-siug  that  one  of 
the  Divisional  Councils  became  obstinate,  the  Municipal-  Council  would  have  no  power, 
and  then  they  would  have  to  come  to  the  Legislature  all  the  same,  so  that  the  best 
course  would  be  to  go  to  the  Legislature  in  the  first  instance  in  order  to  obtain  certain 
powers. 
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“  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  urban  local  authority  to  undertake,  carry  out  and 
effect,  or  cause  to  he  undertaken,  carried  out  and  effected,  all  things  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of — 

(a)  Any  scheme  for  the  supply  of  good  water  or  for  the  improvement  of 

any  existing  supply. 

(b)  Any  scheme  of  sewerage  or  drainage,  or  for  the  removal  or  disposal  of 

night-soil,  or  other  decaying,  offensive  or  unhealthy  matter,  including 
town  refuse,  or  for  the  improvement  of  any  such  scheme  : 

Provided  that  such  local  authority  shall  satisfy  the  Minister  that  the  intended 
scheme  is  suitable  and  the  best  practicable ;  and,  provided  further,  that  no  scheme 
involving  expenditure  exceeding  one  quarter  of  the  amount  of  the  preceding  year’s 
revenue,  derived  from  rates,  shall  be  undertaken  without  the  consent  of  a  majority 
of  ratepayers  present  at  a  meeting  duly  convened  in  manner  provided  by  the  law 
under  which  such  local  authority  is  constituted,  or,  in  the  case  of  a  Village 
Management  Board,  a  majority  of  the  registered  voters  present  at  a  meeting  con¬ 
vened  by  the  chairman  after  fourteen  days’  notice  published  in  a  newspaper  circu¬ 
lating  in  the  district.” 

5080.  Then  look  at  Section  19  ? — Yes,  I  see  Section  19  reads  as  follows  : — 

“  For  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  any  scheme  for  the  supply  of  water,  as  in 
the  preceding  section  mentioned,  any  urban  local  authority  may  either  within  or 
without  the  limits  of  its  district  from  time  to  time  purchase  or  acquire  the  right  to 
any  water  or  waterworks,  or  undertake,  or  cause  to  be  undertaken,  any  works  for 
impounding,  storing  or  distributing  any  water  to  which  such  local  authority  lias  a 
legal  right,  or  construct,  keep  in  repair,  alter,  extend  or  maintain  any  waterworks, 
and  may  carry  any  pipes  into,  through,  or  under  any  street,  and,  after  giving 
reasonable  notice,  in  writing,  to  the  owner  or  occupier  of  its  intention  of  so  doing, 
into,  through,  or  under  any  private  land  or  premises,  or  compulsorily  acquire  any 
land  or  premises,  and  for  these  purposes  may  make  such  compensation  as  may  be 
mutually  agreed  upon  or  fixed  by  arbitration ;  and  all  such  waterworks  shall  be 
vested  in  the  local  authority.” 

5081.  Then  Sections  22  and  23  provide  for  an  enquiry  in  the  event  of  your  getting 
pposition.  The  Minister  may  appoint  some  person  or  persons  to  enquire  into  and 
report  upon  the  intended  work? — The  question  is  whether  the  Legislature  contemplated 
that  we  could  do  this  without  going  to  Parliament  for  fresh  power.  I  don’t  think  it  is 
absolutely  necessary,  but  I  doubt  whether  the  powers  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
would  be  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  raise  this  loan  of  £300,000,  and  for  this,  I  think,  we 
might  have  to  go  to  Parlimnent. 

50«2.  Chairman  ]  The  Select  Committee  appointed  by  Parliament  would  have  the 
Bill  before  them,  in  which  the  points  involved  would  be  set  forth  in  various  sections  in 
the  Bill,  and  they  would  report  whether  it  is  advisable  to  give  the  powers  asked  for  or 
not  ? — I  don’t  say  positively  that  we  are  obliged  to  go  to  the  Legislature,  because  it  is 
clear  that  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1897  has  given  us  larger  powers  than  we  had  under 
the  General  Municipal  Act  of  1882- 


50i2.  Chairman.']  Is  it  admitted  generally  that  legislation  would  be  necessary  in 
the  case  of  such  a  scheme  as  you  are  proposing  being  undertaken  ? — I  don’t  know. 

5073.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  Is  it  not  the  case  that  you  only  go  to  Parliament  when  you 
require  money  ? — No,  not  only  when  we  require  money  ;  for  instance  with  our  present 
Waterworks  we  had  to  go  to  the  Legislature  to  get  certain  powers. 

5074.  But  you  have  powers  under  the  Municipal  Act  and  Public  Health  Act  ?— 

Yes. 

5075.  And  you  also  have  power  for  expropriation  purposes  ? — Within  our  area, 
but  I  don’t  think  we  could  go  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Municipality.  The  principle 
would  be  the  same. 

5076.  But  cannot  you  go  outside  the  Municipality  under  the  Public  Health  Act  ? 
— Yes,  but  I  would  strongly  advise  that  we  should  go  to  the  Legislature.- 

5077.  You  will  have  to,  because  you  want  to  get  the  money  ? — Yes. 

5078.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Cannot  this  be  done  under  the  Public  Health  Act  ;  you  can 
go  outside  your  Municipality  and  under  Part  8  of  the  Act  you  can  raise  loans,  and 
under  Section  84  you  can  expropriate  ? — I  am  not  sure  whether  we  could  bring  water 
from  the  Orange  River,  for  instance,  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

5079.  If  you  get  the  consent  of  the  Minister  ? — I  see  Section  18  reads  as 
follows  : — 
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5083.  Dr.  Anderson .]  Section  18  of  that  Act  only  refers  to  an  Urban  Local 
Authority;  it  does  not  say  anything  about  an  amalgamation  of  local  authorities? — I 
don’t  think  it  would  matter  if  they  amalgamate,  so  long  as  each  one  has  the  power. 

5084.  Chairman.']  I  presume  there  is  not  much  that  we  require  to  know  from  you 
about  the  streets  of  Woodstock  as  apart  from  what  we  may  call  the  Divisional  roads? 
— In  Woodstock  we  are  placed  in  this  position  that  we  have  two  main  roads — the 
upper  and  the  lower  main  road — and  we  are  the  only  Council  outside  of  Cape  Town  in 
which  that  is  the  case. 

5085.  In  the  return  for  1901  that  I  hold  in  my  hand,  the  Divisional  Council  states 
that  they  are  maintaining  4-|ths  miles  of  road  within  your  area  ? — Yes. 

5086.  And  the  Divisional  Council  claims  to  have  spent  in  respect  of  that  4|ths 
mile  of  roads  £827  8s.  2d.  per  miles  ? — Yes.  Is  the  total  expenditure  given  there  ? 

5087.  Yes,  the  total  expenditure  is  £3,515  5s.  Od.  ? — Yes,  I  thought  it  was 
close  upon  £4, C00. 

5088.  And  iu  that  same  year  the  revenue  derived  from  rates  within  your  Munici¬ 
pality  is  given  at  £2,535  15s.  Od.  ? — Yes. 

5089.  So  that  you  are  iu  a  different  position  from  some  of  the  other  Municipalities 
inasmuch  as  more  has  been  spent  within  your  area  than  has  been  raised  ? — Than  was 
raised  under  the  last  assessment,  but  taking  the  increased  valuation  upon  the  properties 
the  rates  which  would  now  be  derived  from  the  assessment  would  be  much  larger. 

5090.  I  have  a  return  for  1902  in  which  the  revenue  from  Woodstock  now  is  put 
down  at  £3,852? — And  is  the  expenditure  given  against  that? 

5091.  No,  the  expenditure  is  not  given,  but  supposing  the  expenditure  would 
be  the  same  as  the  year  before — £3,515 — then  the  balance  would  be  on 
the  other  side,  and  you  would  be  contributing  more  than  what  is  expended  on  the 
main  roads  within  your  area  ? — Yes  ;  previous  to  1882  the  Municipalities  through 
which  main  roads  ran  had  to  contribute  half  of  the  cost  of  maintenance  and  the 
Municipal  Council  of  Woodstock  had  to  contribute  half  of  the  cost  of  maintenance,  as 
well  as  paying  the  Divisional  Council  rates.  An  Act  was  passed  in  which  Parliament 
exempted  the  Municipal  Council  of  Woodstock  from  paying  that  contribution,  and 
that,  I  think,  was  done  on  account  of  the  fact  that  there  were  two  main  roads  running 
through  the  Municipality. 

5092.  I  see  that  you  attended  and  took  part  in  a  Conference  of  Municipal 
Delegates  held  in  Cape  Town  iu  January  of  this  year  ?  — Conference  of  Mayors  ? 

5093.  Yes. — Perhaps,  before  you  pass  on  to  that,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to 
mention  that  when,  twenty  years  ago,  the  Municipal  Council  of  Woodstock  started 
their  works,  there  were  no  streets  beyond  main  roads,  and  now  there  are  163  streets, 
giving  a  length  of  25  miles. 

5094.  All  that  has  been  constructed  by  the  Municipality  ?— Yes. 

5095.  A  good  deal  of  it  from  loans? — Partly;  originally  during  the  five  years 
that  I  was  in  the  Council  when  it  first  started  we  constructed  27  streets  all  out  of 
revenue.  We  had  no  loans,  although  a  small  sum  had  been  borrowed  from  the  Bank. 

5096.  You  have  not  applied  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  Municipal  lands  to  the 
construction  of  streets  ? — No;  we  had  purchased  the  two  pieces  of  land;  the  one  iu 
order  to  ob'ain  road- material,  and  the  other  in  Older  to  have  a  depositing  ground  for 
the  refuse  of  the  town,  and  that  has  effected  a  great  saving,  because,  instead  of 
removing  the  refuse  a  great  distance  as  Cape  Town  has  done  and  has  to  do,  we  utilise 
that  ground  for  the  purpose,  and  at  the  same  time  reclaiming  it  as  it  was  covered  by 

M  water  during  spring  tide. 

5097.  But  I  understood  you  to  say  the  other  day  that  the  Railway  Department 
propose  to  expropriate  that  piece  of  land  ? — They  have  expropriated  a  big  portion  of  it, 
and  they  are  now  negotiating  for  another  portion,  and  of  course  they  would  have  the 
power  to  expropriate  it  all  for  public  purposes.  They  propose  to  la}'  down  new  lines 
of  railway,  and  they  have  notified  to  us  that  they  wish  to  purchase  ;  we  haw  agreed 
to  the  sale,  and  it  only  depends  upon  certain  arrangements  to  be  made  with  regard  to 
a  right  of  way. 

5098.  A  point  that  I  want  to  ascertain  is  this  :  whether  you  would  still  have 
enough  ground  for  the  purpose  of  depositing  your  refuse  after  this  further  portion  has 
been  expropriate  1  by  the  Railway  Department? — (Jh,  yes,  there  is  an  abundance  of 
land  left  to  us.  We  have  reclaimed  it  and  increased  its  value  considerably. 

5099.  In  the  present  condition  of  your  Municipal  streets  there  is  nothing  much  of 
interest  to  kuow;  you  are  doing  your  best  to  construct  the  streets,  and  so  far  you  have 
constructed  them  out  of  loans  for  which  you  are  paying  interest  ? — Partly  out  of  loans 
and  originally  out  of  rates.  When  we  first  commenced  constructing  it  was  done  at  the 
expense  of  the  Council  out  of  revenue  ;  but  when  the  now  Act  of  1897  came  into  force 
we  have  insisted  on  the  owners  paying  their  shares  pro  rata. 
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5100.  You  are  putting  in  foroe  the  most  recent  legislation  on  the  subject? — Yes. 

5101.  And  now  in  the  matter  of  the  financial  relationships  between  the  Wood- 
stock  Council  and  the  Divisional  Council,  they  have  altered,  and  you  are  contributing 
now  more  than  is  spent  upon  the  roads  within  your  area  ? — According  to  that  return, 
yes. 

5102.  And  you  are  inolined  now  to  look  a  little  more  closely  into  Divisional 
Council  matters  ? — Well,  hitherto  they  have  done  their  work  fairly  well,  and  you 
must  hear  in  mind  that  along  the  lower  main  road  the  whole  of  the  traffic  from  out¬ 
lying  portions  of  the  district  is  carried,  and  of  course  the  road  could  only  be  maintained 
at  considerable  expense,  and  is  still  maintained  at  considerable  expense. 

5103.  Assuming  that  the  figures  are  correct,  then  it  would  leave  the  Divisional 
Council  in  possession  of  a  revenue  of  something  like  £350,  in  accordance  with  the 
present  valuation,  which  they  would  have  at  their  disposal  from  Woodstock,  and  we 
may  look  upon  this  as  your  first  contribution  towards  the  maintenance  of  roads  outside 
your  Municipal  area  ? — Indirectly,  it  would  be  so. 

5104.  Up  to  this  time  more  money  than  you  have  contributed  has  been  spent 
within  your  own  area? — Yes. 

5105.  Now  I  come  to  the  question  of  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  Conference  ? — 

Yes. 

5106.  You  were  present  at  the  Conference  held  some  time  back  ?— Yes,  we  had 
several  meetings,  and  when  the  resolutions  were  adopted  it  was  agreed  that  they 
should  be  sent  to  the  different  Councils. 

5107.  It  was  on  the  24th  February,  1899  ? — Oh,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  nothing 
took  place  then. 

5105.  Then  there  was  an  adjourned  meeting  on  the  23rd  January,  1902  ?— I  think 
you  will  find  towards  the  end  of  the  resolution  that  it  was  adopted  during  the  present 
year  1902. 

5109.  At  all  events,  this  resolution,  which  was  adopted  unanimously  and  sent  to 
the  different  Councils,  was  as  follows  : — 


“  That  it  is  in  our  opinion  desirable  and  necessary  that  measures  be  adopted  for 
conferring  upon  the  Municipal  authorities  of  Cape  Town,  Woodstock,  Maitland, 
Durbanville,  Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  Claremont,  Wynberg,  Kalk  Bay,  Simons- 
town,  and  Green  and  Sea  Point,  all  the  powers  and  duties  in  regard  to  roads  now 
existing,  and  situate  within  the  respective  Municipal  areas  and  vested  in  the 
Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape,  provided  the  various  Municipalities  are  willing  to 
contribute  their  pro  rata  share  according  to  the  Municipal  rateable  value  of  their 
property  towards  the  upkeep  of  roads  outside  Municipal  areas,  subject  to  special 
consideration  being  given  to  Kalk  Bay,  Simonstown,  Maitland  and  Durbanville.” 

Is  not  that  correct  ? — That  was  long  before  I  came  into  the  Council.  I  only 
came  into  the  Council  in  August  of  last  year.  I  was  not  present  at  any  of  those 
meetings.  Since  then - 

5110.  I  am  reading  the  Minutes  of  a  Conference  held  in  Cape  Town  on  the  5th 
and  19th  December,  1901,  and  on  the  23rd  January,  1902? — Yes,  I  was  present  at 
those  meetings,  but  there  was  a  considerable  difference  of  opinion  amongst  the 
delegates. 

5111.  But  the  resolution  is  said  to  have  been  carried  unanimously  ? — I  think  the 
resolution  that  was  carried  unanimously  was — “  That  this  resolution  which  had  been 
adopted  should  be  forwarded  to  the  different  Councils  for  their  consideration,”  and 
that  was  done. 

5112.  There  seems  to  be  some  misunderstanding  about  it.  The  resolution  that  I 
refer  to  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Gibbs,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Ball,  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Municipal  Delegates  held  at  Claremont ;  it  was  passed  by  this  Conference,  and  at  the 
end  it  says  “  Carried  unanimously  ”  ? — Yes,  it  was  agreed  to  unanimously,  but  the 
resolution  should  be  sent  to  the  different  Councils.  That  was  the  object,  and  I  can 
show  you  the  resolution  which  was  adopted  upon  that  by  the  Woodstock  Council. 

5113.  What  is  your  opinion  with  reference  to  that  matter ;  that  is  to  say  shortly, 
on  the  principle  involved  in  that  resolution  that  the  Divisional  Council  should  cease  to 
control  the  main  roads  and  divisional  roads  within  Municipal  areas,  and  that  the 
control  should  be  vested  in  the  Municipalities,  and  that  the  Municipal  Councils  should 
make  a  contribution  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  extra  Municipal  roads  ? — In  regard 
to  that  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  in  our  Council,  but  it  was  carried  by  a  small 
majority. 

5114.  You  appointed  a  Committee  to  consider  these  resolutions? — Yes,  and  then 
the  Committee  brought  it  up  before  the  Council,  and  the  following  resolution  was  the 
first  adopted : — 
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“  That  it  is  in  our  opinion  desirable  and  necessary  that  measures  be  adopted  for 
conferring  upon  the  Municipal  authorities  of  Cape  Town,  Woodstock,  Maitland, 
Durbanville,  Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  Claremont,  Wynberg,  Kalk  Bay,  Simonstown, 
Green  Point  and  Sea  Point,  all  the  powers  and  duties  in  regard  to  roads  at  present 
existing  and  situate  within  the  respective  Municipal  areas  and  vested  in  the 
Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape.” 

I  voted  against  that. 

5115.  That  is  the  same  as  the  resolution  which  I  read  to  you  with  the  exception 
that  it  omits  the  last  sentence  ? — Yes,  and  I  will  read  to  you  further  two  resolutions 
which  were  adopted  : — 

IK.  ...  .... 

(1)  “  That  the  Main  and  Divisional  Roads  passing  through  the  Municipalities 

be  maintained  by  the  said  Municipalities.” 

(2)  “  That  the  various  Municipalities  shall  have  the  same  rating  powers  as 
those  possessed  by  the  Divisional  Council.” 

And  the  following  two  resolutions  were  recommended  to  be  disappro  ved  by  the  Council : — 

(1)  “  That  the  Municipalities  which  maintain  their  main  and  divisional  roads 
and  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  country  roads  shall  elect  members  of  the 
Divisional  Council  in  the  following  proportion  :  Cape  Town  to  have  two  members, 
and  all  other  Municipalities  one  member  each,  the  outside  wards  to  be  represented 
by  members  elected  by  the  public.” 

(2)  “  That  in  the  event  of  the  scheme  recommended  by  the  Conference  receiv¬ 
ing  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  the  valuation  of  the  several  Municipalities  be 
taken  as  the  basis  of  their  pro  rata  contributions  for  the  maintenance  of  roads  in 
districts  outside  the  limits  of  the  said  Municipalities.” 

The  Council  as  a  whole  was  in  favour  of  having  no  responsibility  for  outside  roads ; 
that  they  objected  to,  and  the  majority  of  the  Council  were  in  favour  of  having  the 
control  and  maintenance  of  the  roads  running  through  the  Municipality. 

5116.  Mr.  Gurney.']  Are  you  only  speaking  of  the  Woodstock  Municipality?  — 
Yes,  only  of  Woodstock  ;  they  would  have  no  responsibility  in  regard  to  roads  outside 
the  Municipality. 

5117.  Chairman.]  But  now,  is  that  your  view  too  ?— Yes,  the  Divisional  Council 
have  done  then’  work  very  well  and  they  could  deal  with  the  roads  outside  the 
Municipality  as  hitherto  ;  my  own  individual  opinion  is  that  it  would  be  far  better  to 
leave  it  as  it  is,  but  that  is  not  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  Woodstock  Council. 

5118.  Then,  individually,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  giving  a  contribution  towards 
the  maintenance  of  these  outside  roads  ? — No. 

5119.  But  would  you  allow  the  Divisional  Council  the  control? — Yes,  the  control 
and  the  maintenance  of  roads  out  of  revenue  outside  of  the  Municipality. 

5120.  You  are  of  that  opinion  because  you  say  that  the  Woodstock  Council  does 
quite  enough  in  the  way  of  maintaining  the  roads  by  attending  to  the  seotions 
of  the  roads  passing  through  your  area  ? — Quite  so.  Of  course  it  may  be  argued — and 
it  has  beeen  argued — that  the  Council  derives  the  benefit  of  the  supplies  coming  from 
outside,  but  then,  as  far  as  Woodstock  is  concerned,  indirectly  it  may  receive  some 
benefit,  though  as  a  matter  of  fact  Cape  Town  receives  the  greatest  benefit  as  the 
principal  portion  of  the  supplies  go  there.  They  all  oonverge  to  Cape  Town,  and  the 

f  traffic  mostly  passes  along  the  lower  main  road  and  causing  the  very  heavy  expenditure 

on  that  road. 

5121.  Well  now,  is  this  opinion  of  yours — and  as  far  as  I  can  gather,  of  your 
Council — about  this  contribution,  intended  to  apply  to  all  the  Municipalities  in  the 
Peninsula  or  only  to  Woodstock? — Only  to  Woodstock. 

5122.  You  say  that  Woodstock  could  reasonably  claim  exemption  which  Cape 
Town  could  not  claim  ? — Yes. 

5123.  And  which  perhaps  M  nvbray  and  Rondebosch  could  not  claim  ?--Yes. 

5124.  There  should  be  different  dealings  with  Woodstock  on  account  of  its  heavy 
expenditure  in  maintaining  that  4§  miles  of  main  road? — Yes. 

5125.  Well  now,  on  the  general  question  of  contribution ;  what  is  your 
individual  view  ? — My  own  individual  opinion  is  that  the  preseut  system  has  operated 
well.  Originally  they  had  the  Central  Road  Board.  Then  there  was  a  desire  for  a 
change,  and  they  created  the  Divisional  Couucils ;  and  now  there  seems  to  be  a  desire 
for  another  change,  but  my  own  view  is  that  the  Divisional  Coimcil  has  done  its  work 
well,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  there  shcmld  be  any  change  in 
that  direction,  and  why  those  matters  should  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Divisional  Council, 
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5126.  But  you  are  in  favour  of  the  change  so  far  as  to  vest  in  the  Municipal 
Council  the  control  of  the  roads  passing  through  their  areas  F — My  own  individual 
opinion  is  not  so,  hut  the  majority  of  the  Council  of  Woodstock  hold  that  view. 

5127.  You  would  rather  continue  the  Divisional  Council’s  control  of  the  main 
roads  passing  through  Woodstock  as  at  present  F — Yes. 

5128.  We  will  assume  that  the  other  view  was  to  prevail,  and  that  it 
has  been  resolved  that  the  maintenance  and  up-keep  of  the  Divisional  Council  main 
roads  passing  through  these  Suburban  Municipalities  should  be  handed  over  to  these 
Municipalities  on  the  conditions  specified,  and  that  it  lias  been  further  agreed  that  the 
Municipalities  shall  give  a  contribution  towards  the  up-keep  of  Divisional  roads  F — 
Yes,  I  follow. 

5129.  Then  how  do  you  tkiuk  that  contribution  should  be  raised  F — Well,  it  oan 
only  be  done  by  means  of  a  special  rate  to  be  levied  for  the  purpose. 

5130.  But  would  you  give  the  Divisional  Council  the  power  to  levy  the  rate 
within  the  Municipalities  F— Do  you  mean  the  new  Divisional  Council  F 

5131.  The  reformed  Divisional  Council.  Suppose  that  Rondebosch  had  to  make 

up  a  contribution,  we  will  say  for  the  sake  of  argument,  of  £750,  would  it  be  your 
view  that  the  Divisional  Council  in  respect  of  that  amount  should  value  the  property  of 
Rondebosch  and  assess  a  corresponding  rate,  or  would  you  say  that  the  Divisional 
Council  should,  having  determined  the  amount  of  the  contribution,  inform  the  Municipal 
Council  of  Rondebosch  thereof  and  say,  “  You  must  see  that  we  get  that  £750  ”  F — 
Of  course,  that  is  rather  a  difficult  matter  to  decide  upon p  it  would  be  unfair  to  Ronde¬ 
bosch,  where  the  number  of  main  roads - - 

5132.  You  will  understand  that  I  am  only  assuming  that  it  was  agreed  that  these 
Municipalities  should  make  this  contribution,  and  in  that  event  I  wish  to  know  how 
the  contribution  is  to  be  raised  F — The  only  way,  I  believe,  would  be  by  a  rate  on  the 
rateable  value  of  the  property  in  the  different  Municipalities. 

5133.  But  by  the  Municipal  Council  or  the  Divisional  Council  F — I  take  it  by  the 
Municipal  Council,  to  the  extent  of  their  contribution. 

5134.  And  the  Divisional  Council  would  send  its  precept  to  the  Municipal  Council 
requiring  the  money  F — Yes. 

5135.  So  that  the  Divisional  Council  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  method  of 
raising  the  money,  but  would  demand  the  sum  from  the  Municipality  F — Yes,  if  the 
Divisional  Council  were  to  assess,  the  rate  then  there  would  be  dual  control,  and  I  don’t 
think  that  is  desirable. 

5136.  You  say  in  addition  that  it  is  a  matter  for  the  serious  consideration  of 
the  various  Municipalities  that  they  have  to  maintain  the  roads  which  pass  through 
their  own  areas  F  They  are  sufficiently  handicapped  thereby  F — Yes,  that  is  a  very 
heavy  expense. 

5137.  And  would  you  have  this  regarded  as  a  set-off  against  any  contribution  to 
outside  roads  F — Yes. 

5138.  Following  that  up,  I  see  by  the  Divisional  Council  return,  which  I  hold  in 
my  hand,  that  the  amount  of  revenue  which  they  got  from  the  extra  Municipal 
property  in  the  Cape  Division  in  1901  was  a  little  under  £2,839  F — Yes. 

5139.  And  that  would  now  be  lessened  by  the  amount  raised  in  Maitland  and 
Durban ville,  which  have  become  Municipalities  by  something  like  £700,  so  that  in 
round  figures  the  revenue  would  be  a  little  over  £2,000  F — Yes. 

5140.  And  for  the  present  year  they  put  down  their  revenue  at  £2,331  from  the 
same  source  F — Yes,  but  do  they  give  the  expenditure  against  that  F 

5141.  No,  not  in  this  return;  this  is  an  estimate  of  revenue.  Now,  from  what 
you  know  of  the  property  in  the  Cape  Division  outside  of  the  area  of  the  Municipalities, 
do  you  think  that  that  is,  comparatively  speaking,  a  fair  revenue  to  get  from  that 
property  F — Certainly  not. 

5142.  In  other  words,  you  take  it  that  the  property  outside  the  Municipal  areas  is 
undervalued  F — Yes,  I  think  it  is  well  known  that  throughout  the  Colony  the  Divisional 
Council  appraisements  on  farms  have  been  very  low. 

5143.  If  you  take  their  return  that  I  have  here  the  valuation  of  the 
total  property  is  £681,000  outside  the  Municipalities,  and ,  that  includes 
Maitland  and  Durbanville  which  are  valued  for  about  £150,000.  So  that  deducting 
this  £150,000,  the  whole  outside  valuation  would  be  only  about  £530,000  P — If  a 
syndicate  were  to  be  formed  and  they  could  obtain  the  properties  at  that  price,  they 
would  make  an  excellent  investment. 

5144.  For  the  present  year  the  valuation  of  the  outside  properties  seems  to  be 
£895,000  F — There  is  a  slight  increase  of  about  £300,000. 

5145.  As  far  as  I  can  understand  the  return,  it  makes  allowance  also  for  the 
elimination  of  Maitland  and  Durbanville,  so  that  this  would  be  an  increase  of  the 
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valuation  that  way.  But  still  you  don’t  think  that  would  be  a  sufficient  amount  to 
place  upon  that  property? — I  think  not;  there  should  be  a  considerable  increase  with¬ 
out  doing  any  injustice  to  the  owners  of  the  properties. 

5146.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  possible  to  increase  the  valuation  of 
the  outside  properties  to  suoh  an  extent  as  to  give  a  revenue  sufficient  to  defray 
the  whole  cost  of  the  upkeep  of  these  Divisional  roads  ? — As  a  matter  of  fact  I  have  not 
gone  into  it,  and  I  cannot  say  on  the  spur  of  the  moment.  It  is  difficult  to  answer  the 
question  off  hand. 

5147.  You  will  allow  this  :  if  there  is  a  grievance  here  in  that  respect  it  is  a 
grievance  which  you  share  in  common  with  every  division  in  the  Colony  ? — Yes, 
certainly. 

5148.  There  are  many  of  course  who  would  say  “that  the  towns  are  rather 
excessively  rated,  but  still  that  it  is  only  fair  that  they  should  contribute  something 
towards  the  upkeep  of  the  outside  roads”? — Yes. 

5149.  You  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  apply  the  principle  universally  that  all  the 
Municipalities  should  be  exempted  altogether  from  assisting  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
roads  outside  ? — Oh,  yes  ;  I  would  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  upkeep  of  the  outside 
roads  must  be  maintained  by  the  extra  Municipal  properties  alone. 

5150.  Is  that  the  principle  obtaining,  say  in  England  and  Scotland?  Is  not  the 
town  property  there  assessed  for  the  maintenance  of  country  roads  ? — I  have  not 
gone  into  that  matter  and  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question,  but  of  course  there 
are  many  rules  and  regulations  carried  out  in  England  and  Scotland  which  would  not 
be  applicable  here.  In  Glasgow,  I  think, — I  am  not  quite  sure — they  don’t  assess  any 
rates  at  all,  as  they  derive  sufficient  revenue  from  their  trams  So  that  in  many 
instances  we  could  hardly  enforce  here  the  rules  and  the  practice  that  exist  in  England 
or  in  Scotland. 

5151.  I  was  only  looking  at  the  principle  that  the  towns  may  fairly  be  asked  to 
do  something  towards  the  maintenance  of  country  roads  ? — Well  I  am  not  prepared  to 
admit  that ;  and  you  must  bear  in  mind  that  there  is  another  thing  and  that  is  that 
the  tolls  have  been  done  away  with,  which  mean  simply  that  the  revenue,  which  was 
derived  from  the  tolls  and  which  was  contributed  by  those  who  cut  up  the  roads,  has 
now  to  be  spread  over  the  property  owners  instead  of  those  who  are  using  the  roads. 

5152.  Now  I  take  it  from  what,  you  say  that  you  are  not  in  favour  of  abolishing 
the  Divisional  Council  ? — No. 

5153.  Well,  is  there  any  additional  power  that  you  think  it  would  be  advisable 
to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Divisional  Council  ? — No,  I  don’t  think  it  is  necessary  ; 
as  far  as  they  have  gone  they  have  answered  very  well. 

5154.  As  far  as  the  roads  are  concerned,  but  with  reference  to  anything  else  like 
publio  health  matters  ? — No,  because  the  Municipalities  have  the  power. 

5155.  But  outside  the  Municipalities? — Where  the  Municipalities  have  no  control 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  there  the  Divisional  Council  might  have  the  same  powers 
as  those  exercised  by  the  Municipal  Councils.  Experience  has  taught  us  that  it  is 
very  desirable ;  take,  for  instance,  the  question  of  those  Shambles  that  have  been 
erected. 

5156.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  with  reference  to  the  mode  of  electing 
Divisional  Councillors  ? — There  was  that  resolution  which  I  have  read  which  was 
adopted  at  the  Conference  but  which  was  not  passed  by  the  Council,  and  it  contains  a 

|  suggestion  which  could  be  followed  if  there  is  to  be  a  change. 

5157.  That  is  :  that  the  Municipalities  should  elect  members  for  the  Divisional 
Council  instead  of  the  ratepayers  ? — I  think  you  will  find  it  in  the  resolution,  which  I  have 
read  and  of  which  I  think  you  have  a  copy. 

5158.  That  resolution  states  “that  the  Municipalities  which  maintain  their  mam 
and  divisional  roads  and  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  country  roads  shall  elec 
members  of  the  Divisional  Council  in  the  following  proportion : — Cape  Town  to 
have  two  members  and  all  other  Municipalities  one  member  each,  and  the  outside 
wards  to  he  represented  by  members  elected  by  the  public.” — Yes. 

5159.  Then  I  take  it  that  the  Municipal  Councils  are  to  eleot  the  members,  and  not 
the  ratepayers  ? — I  take  it  it  would  be  the  ratepayers  outside  the  Municipalities,  but 
the  Municipalities  would  nominate  one  of  their  members  to  be  on  the  Divisional 
Council. 

5160.  What  is  your  individual  opinion  on  that  point  ? — I  don’t  think  that  there 
should  be  any  doubt  upon  that. 

5161.  You  are  in  favour  of  the  method  of  indirect  election? — Oh  yes,  although 
indirectly  elected  they  are  directly  representatives  of  the  ratepayers. 

5162.  But  the  ratepayers  don’t  directly  choose  them  ? — No. 
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5163.  What  is  your  recommendation  in  favour  of  the  proposal  ? — If  there  is  to 
be  the  change  suggested  by  the  majority  then  that  plan  would  be  the  best  mode  of 

iy.  1902.  election. 

5164.  Don’t  you  think  that  that  would  he  very  much  in  the  direction  of  quashing 
all  interest  on  the  part  of  the  ratepayers  in  the  Divisional  Council  ?— No  ;  I  don’t  think 
that,  but  the  only  thing  is  this  :  if  the  Divisional  Council  or  the  reformed  Council  is 
to  be  elected  in  that  way,  consisting  of  a  number  of  representatives  of  Municipal  Councils, 

‘that  they  would  concentrate  their  efforts  to  maintain  the  roads  running  through  their 
Municipalities,  and  that  then  the  outer  roads  would  be  to  a  certain  extent  left  unattended. 

Not  entirely  ;  but  to  a  certain  extent,  as  we  have  seen  here  in  town,  but  when  we  come 
to  the  question  of  amalgamation  of  the  Municipalities  I  will  point  out  why  I  think  that. 

5165.  You  don’t  follow  the  resolution  quite,  inasmuch  as  you  don’t  accept  Ihe 
principle  of  a  contribution  by  those  Municipalities? — No. 

5166.  Consequently,  I  don’t  see  how  you  could  coincide  with  this  resolution? — I 
ouly  say  if  there  is  to  be  a  change,  then  that  would  be  my  suggestion.  Of  course  you 
have  to  assume  now  that  the  Municipalities  would  have  to  contribute  to  the  roads  out¬ 
side  tbeir  areas. 

5167.  Then  if  your  own  views  were  to  obtain,  you  are  not  prepared  to  urge  any 
change  in  the  method  of  election? — No;  continue  as  at  present.  Then  of  course  they 
would  still  have  the  power  to  rate.  If  they  are  to  be  deprived  of  dual  control  in  one 
respect  they  would  have  to  be  deprived  of  dual  control  in  every  respect. 

5168.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  your  views  on  valuation? — Both  with  regard  to  the 
Divisional  Councils  and  Municipal  Councils,  men  are  employed  and  have  to  take  the 
oath  that  they  would  value  the  property  at  what  they  believed  it  would  realise,  if  put 
up  voluntarily  to  public  auction.  Well,  my  own  idea  for  a  long  time  has  been  that 
there  should  be  a  change,  and  I  was  in  hopes  that  the  Government  was  going  to 
introduce  a  general  Municipal  Act  throughout  the  Colony  giving  the 
Municipalities  greater  powers  than  they  possess  at  present.  But  I  consider 
that  each  Municipality  should  have  its  own  valuator — an  official  appointed 
by  the  Municipal  Council  to  value  their  property.  Then  the  Valuation 
Court  should  not  consist  of  members  of  the  Council  or  of  the  Counoil  as  a  whole. 

They  should  be  independent  persons  sitting  as  a  Court,  so  that  the  Municipality  could 
appear  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  valuation  made  by  their  official,  and  the 
parties  owning  the  properties  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  lessen  the  valuation, 
and  then  the  Court  would  adjudicate  and  decide  upon  it.  When  members  of  the 
Council  sit  on  the  Court,  there  may  be,  though  perhaps  not  intentionally,  a  tendency 
to  favour  some  of  the  parties,  and  that  would  also  apply  to  the  valuation  of  the 
properties.  The  valuator  might  say,  “  this  owner  is  a  poor  man,  and  we  therefore 
won’t  value  his  property  to  its  full  extent,”  and  still  if  that  property  were  put  in  the 
market  it  would  fetch  a  good  deal  more.  Besides,  the  Councillors  sitting  on  the  Court 
seem  to  forget  that  they  are  the  representatives  of  the  ratepayers.  Take,  for  instance, 

Cape  Town  ;  there,  often  scenes  have  occurred  which  should  not  have  occurred,  and 
that  does  not  apply  only  to  Cape  Town  but  elsewhere,  where  people  coming  to  make 
their  objections  scarcely  get  a  fair  hearing,  and  they  are  ridiculed  for  raising  the 
objection  ;  and  for  these  reasons  I  am  in  hopes  that  there  will  be  some  alteration. 

5169  You  still  seem  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  Municipal  Council  should  elect  the 
valuator  without  any  stipulation  of  their  choice  being  submitted  to  another  authority  ?  f 

— I  think  an  official  valuator  should  be  appointed  for  the  valuing  of  the  property.  ^ 

5170.  I  mentioned  to  one  or  two  of  the  witnesses  about  the  law  of  New  Zealand 
in  that  respect  ? — I  am  not  acquainted  with  it. 

6171.  There,  in  terms  of  an  Act,  the  Government  appoint  a  Valuer- General,  and 
this  Valuer- General  has  to  approve  of  the  valuers  for  every  district  throughout  the 
country,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  keep  the  valuation  lists  for  every  district.  That  does  not 
do  away  with  the  local  Court,  but  all  officers  are  approved  of  by  this  head  official, 
and  in  that  way  a  great  deal  more  satisfaction  seems  to  be  obtained  in  that  Colony  of 
New  Zealand.  Do  you  think  that  any  such  plan  would  be  advisable  here  ?  The  main 
point  of  difference  between  us  is  this :  that  the  method  of  New  Zealand  is  that  the 
valuer  selected  by  the  local  authority  is  approved  of  by  the  head  official  of  the  Capital  ? 

I  prefer  my  own  idea,  and  that  is  that  the  valuer  should  be  an  official  of  the  Council. 

5172.  Is  there  any  reason  why  he  should  not  be  an  official  approved  of  by  a 
Government  officer? — That  is  met  if  you  have  an  independent  Court,  which  is  so  very 
essential,  to  decide  upon  the  valuation. 

5173.  That  is  the  case  with  the  local  valuer  and  the  Valuer  -  General  ? — It  would 
mean  an  independent  Court  ? 

5174.  Yes,  I  think  so. — -Then  of  course  it  comes  to  the  Bame  thing.  The  Court 
will  decide  upon  the  fairness  of  valuations  of  the  valuator,  and  the  people  will  get  a 
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proper  hearing.  At  the  last  valuation  in  Cape  Town  many  persons  came  to  object,  hut 
^  they  found  that  it  was  hopeless  in  one  way.  It  may  be  that  their  properties  were  not 

excessively  valued,  hut  it  may  be  on  the  other  hand  that  they  were  not  correctly  valued. 
Take  Woodstock,  there  were  very  few  reductions  on  the  whole.  We  accepted  it  as  a 
very  fair  valuation.  Every  person  who  had  an  objection  stated  his  case,  and  we  took 
the  facts  into  consideration  before  coming  to  a  decision. 

5175.  Now,  do  you  see  any  necessity  for  two  valuations — one  by  the  Municipality 
and  one  by  the  Divisional  Council  ? — No.  One  could  be  accepted  for  both — the 
Municipal  valuation  could  be  taken.  Suppose  that  Woodstock  is  valued  by  the 
Municipal  Council  for  £2,000,000 :  well  a  certain  sum  is  required  by  the  Divisional 

.  Council,  and  a  certain  rate  could  be  taken  on  the  valuation  of  the  different  properties 
which  would  be  sufficient  for  their  requirements,  and  if  the  properties  were  value  1  for 
less  they  would  have  to  increase  the  rate,  so  that  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not 
accept  the  Municipal  valuation  for  both  Municipal  and  Divisional  Council  purposes. 

5176.  It  is  as  long  as  it  is  broad  ? — Yes. 

5177.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  In  regard  to  the  roads,  the  Tramway  Company  runs  right 
through  your  roads  from  one  end  to  the  other  ? — Yes,  the  upper  road. 

5178.  When  the  tramway  was  given  these  powers,  was  your  Couucil  represented, 
in  order  to  defend  your  Municipal  interests  ? — The  matter  came  before  the  Council, 
but  do  you  mean  before  Parliament  ? 

5179.  Yes,  and  before  the  Select  Committee  ? — I  forget  at  the  moment  whether 
it  was  so  or  not.  I  will  have  a  look  into  that  matter,  but  the  Select  Committee  report 
will  show. 

5180.  You  don’t  know  whether  there  was  really  any  organised  representation 
made  in  order  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  Woodstock  ? — I  fancy  there 
was  something  of  the  kind ;  some  representations  were  made  to  the  Council,  I  believe. 

5181.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  were  representations  made  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  Woodstock  inhabitants,  and  to  see  that  their  interests  have  been  properly 
conserved  ? — In  what  respect  do  you  mean  ? 

5182.  Take,  for  instance,  the  road  from  what  used  to  be  the  Toll  House,  and 
extending  for  a  considerable  distanoe  into  your  Municipality.  There  is  barely  room 
for  a  vehicle  to  pass  on  either  side  of  the  tramway.  They  can  just  pass,  and  at  the 
one  end  they  cannot  pass  on  the  one  side  at  all  ? — Yes,  of  course,  that  is  when  the 
trams  are  running,  but  in  the  interval  there  is  plenty  of  room,  and  besides  you  must 
bear  in  mind  that  this  is  a  divisional  road. 

5188.  At  the  present  time  the  tram  line  runs  close  to  one  side  of  the  road  ? — No, 
more  in  the  centre. 

5184.  No,  it  is  not  quite  in  the  centre  ? — Only  where  the  loops  are  it  is  on  the 
side  of  the  road,  but  the  main  line  runs  principally  in  the  centre. 

5185.  Principally;  but  practically  there  are  portions  where  a  vehicle  can  only 
pass  on  one  side  of  the  road  ?— Yes. 

5186.  And  have  you  noticed  that  the  rule  of  the  road  cannot  be  observed  because 
all  the  traffic  runs  on  the  one  side  ? — Yes,  but  it  is  observed  for  t.he  most  part. 

5187.  But  there  are  portions  where  it  could  not  be  observed? — Well,  I  have 
noticed  that  the  drivers  will  not  adhere  to  the  rule.  They  will  keep  on  the  wrong 
side  of  the  road. 

5188.  That  is  because  they  have  to  pass  the  tram? — No;  even  when  the  tram  is 
not  there.  The  majority  of  vehicles  as  they  come  along  utilise  the  rails  as  the  wheels 

r-  seem  to  run  smoothly  along  them,  and  they  will  not  turn  off,  and  then  when  the  tram 
comes  along  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  congestion,  as  the  vehicles  have  to  stop  to 
enable  the  trams  to  pass. 

5189.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  just  beyond  what  used  to  he  the  Toll  Gate,  the  road 
is  in  a  dangerous  condition  owing  to  the  vehicles  coming  in  the  direction  of 
Cape  Town  always  running  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  mad  ? — Well,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that  that  is  so  altogether. 

5190.  But  it  is  so  in  the  case  of  vehicles  coming  towards  Cape  Town  ;  they  are 
all  running  on  the  wrong  side  ? — Yes,  because  passing  through  the  toll  the  line  is 
laid  all  along  the  tramway  building  until  it  comes  out  from  there  and  then  gets  into 
the  centre  of  the  road ;  of  course,  that  is  an  arrangement  made  with  the  Divisional 
Council. 

5191.  You  will  admit  that  that  is  a  most  improper  state  of  things  ? — It  should  not 
be,  of  course. 

5192.  The  Tramway  Company  should  not  have  been  allowed  to  lay  the  line  unless 
they  had  undertaken  to  widen  that  road  ? — It  is  a  very  big  question,  because  either 
they  would  have  had  to  do  one  of  the  two  things  :  either  make  the  footpath  narrower  or 
expropriate  the  property  alongside. 
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5193.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  concerning  the  portion  you  are  speaking  of  now,  the 
Tramway  Company  have  the  remedy  in  their  own  hands ;  they  own  the  ground  there  on  the 
one  side  and  they  have  erected  their  buildings  and  power  station  there? — Yes,  at  the 
Toll,  but  that  is  a  very  small  portion. 

5194.  Although  that  is  so,  that  portion  they  could  have  done  without  very  much 
expense  ? — I  cannot  say  without  very  much  expense,  but  they  could  have  done  it.  But 
speaking  of  the  rest  of  the  road  right  outward,  they  would  have  had  to  do  one  of  two 
things  :  narrow  the  side  path  or,  in  order  to  widen  the  road  and  keep  the  side  walk  the 
same  width,  they  would  have  had  to  expropriate  land  all  along. 

5195.  Now  it  is  not  only  in  your  Municipality  that  this  state  of  things  occurs  ; 
do  you  know  where  Orange  Street  turns  out  of  Long  Street,  that  there  is  a  very  sharp 
S  curve  and  there  is  no  room  on  either  side  of  the  road,  and  besides  this  :  you  cannot  see 
the  trams  coming  ? — That  is  so. 

5196.  It  is  quite  clear  that  no  powers  should  have  been  allowed  over  these 
positions  unless  the  roads  were  widened  ? — That  is  a  matter  for  the  Town  Council. 

5197.  Quite  so ;  it  is  their  fault  and  that  applies  to  all  the  Town  Councils  in 
regard  to  the  powers  given  to  the  Tramway  Company  ? — There  is  this  difference  that 
the  tramway  which  is  laid  in  the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town  is  under  the  control  of 
the  Town  Council,  but,  outside,  the  roads  are  under  the  control  of  the  Divisional 
Council.  Woodstock  has  no  power;  the  power  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Divisional 
Council,  and  then,  of  course,  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  vehicular  traffic  and  some 
inconvenience  will  result,  but  the  tremendous  boon  conferred  upon  the  people  is  proved 
by  the  enormous  traffic  created.  I  have  no  interest  whatever  in  the  tramways  and  I 
am  simply  speaking  as  one  of  the  public. 

5198.  What  I  am  coming  to  is  this:  that  a  dangerous  state  of  things  has  been  al¬ 
lowed  to  take  place  at  certain  portions  of  the  roads  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  owing  to  the  tram 
lines  having  running  powers  over  the  very  narrow  roads  without  any  steps  apparently 
being  taken  to  insist  on  these  roads  being  widened? — I  certainly  think  that  it  would 
have  been  wiser  if  some  measure  had  been  taken  to  widen  the  streets  at  certain  curves, 
but  not  beyond  that. 

5199.  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants  would  have  been 
better  conserved  and  looked  after  had  there  been  one  body  responsible  for  the  roads  in 
the  Peninsula? — No,  I  don’t  see  how  that  could  be.  The  very  matter  that  you  com¬ 
plain  of  in  Orange  Street  was  under  the  control  of  one  body— the  Cape  Town  Council. 

5200.  But  you  say  that  you  have  no  control  over  these  matters  because  the 
Divisional  Council  was  the  proper  body  which  should  have  looked  after  them  so  far  as 
your  area  is  concerned,  and  that  they  neglected  their  duty  ? — No,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  that  they  neglected  their  duty.  The  complaint  is,  of  course,  simply  and  purely  ou 
account  of  the  vehicular  traffic  and  there  is  no  great  danger,  and  so  far  comparatively 
few  accidents  have  happened,  and  those  to  vehicles. 

5201.  But  there  are  people  on  vehicles:  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  a  dangerous 
thing  for  cyclists  who  are  not  expert  riders  to  ride  along  portions  of  the  Woodstock 
road  ? — Well,  if  they  are  not  expert  riders  they  should  not  ride  along  that  road. 

5202.  You  don’t  think  that  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants  would  have  been  any 
better  conserved  if  you  had  had  one  combined  authority  looking  after  them,  instead  of 
a  number  of  units,  who  took  barely  any  action  in  the  matter? — No,  I  don’t  think  so, 
judging  from  what  has  occurred  in  Cape  Town.  My  own  view  is  this  :  that  when  they 
were  laying  down  the  tram  line  it  would  have  been  a  wiser  course  to  have  laid  it  on  one 
side  of  the  road. 

5203.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  in  England,  Tramway  Companies  have  been  compelled 
to  widen  the  road  at  their  own  expense  ? — I  don’t  know.  It  is  my  misfortune  that  I 
have  never  been  in  other  countries,  but  I  will  give  you  an  instance  of  what  the  Tram¬ 
way  Company  did  in  the  lower  portion  of  Hanover- street ;  they  purchased  a  corner 
there  to  widen  the  road,  and  for  a  triangular  bit  of  ground  they  had  to  pay  £1,200. 
Of  course,  when  a  company  is  started,  they  should  be  prepared  to  meet  all  these 
contingencies;  still  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  on  the  whole  that  either  the  Municipality 
has  neglected  its  duty  or  that  the  Divisional  Council  is  to  be  blamed.  When  the 
Tramway  Company  applied  to  the  Divisional  Council  for  die  road,  I  gave  it  as  a  matter 
of  opinion  ihat  the  Divisional  Council  had  not  the  power,  inasmuch  as  they  could  only 
control  and  maintain  the  road,  but  that  they  had  no  power  to  give  that  right  to  the 
Tramway  Company.  The  opinion  of  counsel  was  taken,  and  Mr.  Schreiner  agreed 
with  me,  while  Sir  James  Rose-Innes  (then  Mr.  Innes)  held  the  opposite  view. 

5204.  Then  the  Divisional  Council  practically  looks  after  its  own  interest  and  not 
that  of  the  Municipality  ? — I  think  it  looks  after  the  interests  of  the  public. 

5205.  The  Cape  Town  Tramways  are  really  a  very  lucrative  undertaking,  are 
they  not  ? — I  am  not  a  shareholder  nor  am  I  director  on  the  institution,  but  on  the 
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face  of  it,  it  certainly  would  seem  very  lucrative  from  the  immense  amount  of  traffic, 
but  on  the  other  side  you  must  look  at  the  expenditure,  and  people  are  little  aware  of 
the  amount  of  money  that  has  to  be  expended  by  the  Company.  I  am  prepared,  how¬ 
ever,  to  say  that  it  is  lucrative.  It  is  hardly  likely  that  the  Tramway  Company  would 
be  running  the  concern  for  the  pleasure  of  the  public. 

5206.  You  are  aware  that  their  stock  now  stands  considerably  over  one  huudred 
per  cent,  above  its  nominal  value  ? — I  am  not  conversant  with  it. 

5207.  At  any  rate,  if  it  is  lucrative,  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be 
compelled  to  make  these  aherations  when  they  lay  down  their  lines? — Those  are 
certainly  after  all  abstract  questions.  When  the  Tramway  Company  started  their 
operations,  no  one  ever  contemplated  that  there  would  be  such  a  tremendous  traffic 

JT'  created,  and  wherever  they  have  beeu  running  their  trams,  we  must  look  at  the  great 
increase  of  the  value  of  property,  so  that  indirectly,  or  you  may  say  almost  directly, 
the  ratepayers  have  benefited  because  of  the  increased  value  of  the  property  bringing 
in  an  additional  revenue. 

5208.  You  consider  all  that  a  good  set  off  against  the  danger  to  the  travelling 
public  ? — No  ;  nothing  could  be  a  set  off  against  the  danger  of  the  travelling  public  or 
a  danger  to  life,  if  there  is  such  a  danger.  That  is  a  question  now  between  the  Railway 
Department  and  the  Municipalities  with  regard  to  the  loss  of  life  along  the  suburban 
line.  In  the  loss  of  life  with  regard  to  the  tramway,  as  far  as  my  memory  serves  me, 
there  have  been  very  few  instances  where  it  has  occurred  through  their  fault. 

5209.  Chairman .]  I  believe  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Cape  Town  Council  had  it  in  their 
power  to  construct  the  tramways  in  Cape  Town  ? — Oh  yes. 

5210.  And  they  declined  because  they  did  not  think  it  would  be  a  paying  concern  ? 

Yes. 

5211.  And  the  Tramway  Company  of  course  bad  no  data  upon  which  they  could 
go  to  enable  them  to  judge  whether  they  were  going  to  get  a  good  percentage  for  their 
money  or  not? — Ye3.  1  was  a  shareholder  in  the  old  horse  Tramway  Company,  but 
we  could  not  even  pay  a  dividend ;  then  this  new  Company  started  with  these 
unexpected  results. 

5212.  I  presume,  in  putting  the  question,  the  idea  was  to  try  to  bring  the  case 
home  that  the  local  interests  of  the  inhabitants  were  not  sufficiently  protected  ?— Yes. 

5213.  Mr.  Gurney .]  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  will  recollect  that  the  Divisional 
Council  and  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  did  compel  the  Tramway  Company  even  to 
take  up  their  lines  in  some  places  and  relay  them  with  a  view  to  ariangingfor  the  safety 
of  the  public  ? — That  shews  that  they  did  not  neglect  their  duty  in  that  respect. 

5214.  Dr.  Anderson. ]  About  the  depositing  of  the  refuse  on  the  piece  of  ground 
you  mentioned  :  do  you  deposit  any  stercus  there  ? — No,  only  house  refuse,  and  it  is 
continually  burning. 

5215.  Has  any  of  this  land  been  built  upon  ? — Yes,  there  is  a  gas  house. 

5216.  But  other  dwellings? — There  is  a  dwelling  there  too.  I  know  that 
medical  men  have  an  idea  that  it  is  daugerous,  but  before  we  sold  any  of  the  land  we 
bad  trial  pits  sunk  and  we  found  that  the  ground  was  perfectly  dry  and  innocuous ; 
there  was  nothing  offensive  about  it. 

5217.  Did  you  have  the  soil  analysed  as  to  the  quantity  of  organic  matter? — No, 
there  was  nothing  for  the  microbes  to  live  upon. 

5218.  You  are  of  opinion  that  the  Divisional  Council  does  its  duty  well?  and 
with  regard  to  the  duties  under  the  the  Public  Health  Act  ? — I  am  speaking  of  the 

^  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape  ;  they  have  paid  attention  to  any  matter  to  which  their 

attention  has  been  called,  as  we  saw  in  the  case  of  the  Shambles  where  they  took  the 
matter  in  hand  at  once. 

5219.  But  as  far  as  I  could  gather  from  the  evidence  given  here,  they  took  no 
part  until  the  time  of  the  plague  ? — No,  I  could  not  say ;  I  thought  before  that. 

5220.  Of  whom  would  the  Valuation  Court  consist  ? — Government  should  appoint 
members,  I  think,  and  a  Barrister  should  preside  over  the  Court  which  might  consist  of 
three  or  five ;  at  all  events  they  should  be  appointed  outside  the  Municipal  Councils. 

5221.  Then,  coming  to  the  question  of  tramways;  am  I  right  in  understanding 
that  they  were  laid  at  the  sole  cost  of  the  Tramway  Company  ? — \  es. 

5222.  Of  course  you  are  aware  that  in  England  tramways  are  laid  at  the  cost  of 
the  Municipalities  even  if  they  are  not  worked  by  the  Municipalities  and  leased  to  a 
company  ?  — Of  course  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  Town  Council  could  have 
followed  the  example  of  the  Durban  Council  where  they  have  some  spirited  and  energetic 
people  where,  although  it  was  in  the  hands  of  a  private  company,  the}-  have  taken  over 
the  whole  concern. 

5223.  Supposing  it  had  been  all  one  Municipality  and  that  the  tramway  therefore 
would  have  been  laid  through  one  Municipality  instead  of  through  so  many  different 
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ones,  don’t  you  tlitnk  tliat  tlie  safety  of  the  public  would  have  been  better  guarded  ? — 
No,  I  don’t  think  so. 

5224.  You  don’t  think  the  fact  of  having  so  many  Municipalities  to  deal  with 
this  one  matter  of  tramways  has  weakened  decided  action  ? — Each  Municipality  would 
look  after  their  own  interest ;  and  thus  they  would  see  that  each  section  is  looked  after 
and  that  things  are  properly  carried  out,  whereas  if  you  have  one  large  body  they 
might  not  givo  that  attention  to  it. 

52 25.  With  regard  to  this  road  at  Woodstock  where,  on  account  of  the  tram  line 
running  on  the  one  side,  it  is  difficult  to  pass  the  tram,  you  are  aware  that  in  England 
a  plan  for  laying  a  tramway  must  be  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  that  a  certain 
space — nine  feet — is  insisted  upon  ? — I  was  not  aware  of  the  space  that  was  required, 
but  I  know  that  it  goes  to  the  Board  of  Trade  and  then,  besides  you  have  much 
wider  roads  to  deal  with  in  England.  If  that  had  to  apply  in  this  country  you  would 
have  no  tramways  at  all. 

5226.  Perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  have  none  at  all  than  to  have  them  under 
these  conditions  ? — If  you  took  the  plebiscite  of  the  Peninsula  you  will  find  that  a  very 
considerable  majority  would  be  in  favour  of  the  tramway. 

5227.  And  about  the  widening  of  the  roads  ? — They  could  only  be  done  by 
expropriation. 

5228.  And  as  a  matter  of  necessity  they  might  have  to  be  widened  ? — Yes. 

5229.  '  Well,  then,  if  the  roads  have  to  be  widened  who  will  do  it?  the  Munici¬ 
palities  ? — No,  the  Tramway. 

5230.  But  you  have  no  power  to  compel  them? — No,  but  it  would  be  done 
through  the  Municipalities.  The  property  would  be  expropriated  through  the 
Municipalities,  and  in  that  way  the  Tramway  would  be  compelled.  We  have  had  a 
case  like  that  where  the  Tramway  have  come  to  the  Municipality,  and  it  has  expropri¬ 
ated,  and  the  Tramway  have  had  to  pay. 

5231.  You  are  taking  a  case  where  the  Tramway  Company  wanted  to  widen  the 
road,  and  I  am  taking  a  case  where  the  general  public  might  want  to  widen  the  road  ? — 
You  would  want  further  power. 

5232.  Therefore  the  interest  of  the  public  has  been  neglected  in  favour  of  the 
Tramway  Company  ?— No  ;  take  the  Divisional  Council  and  the  Camps  Bay  Tramway 
Company.  When  the  Company  wanted  to  lay  down  the  line  I  accompanied  the 
engineer  over  the  proposed  route  and  drew  up  the  regulations  which  were  very  strict. 
After  that  the  Tramway  Company  wished  to  avoid  some  of  these  regulations,  but 
t  ie  Divisional  Council  insisted  upon  their  carrying  them  out. 

5233.  Do  you  consider  the  present  fares  reasonable  ? — Yes,  I  should  think  so. 

5234.  And  do  you  have  workmen’s  trams  ? — Oh,  yes. 

5235.  What  do  they  charge  for  workmen  ? — I  dou’t  know,  but  I  should  like  some 
medical  man  to  ride  ia  one  of  these  workmen’s  trams  and  see  the  condition. 

5236.  If  cheap  trams  were  run  for  the  workmen  would  not  that  relieve  the  con¬ 
gestion  in  the  city  ? — I  don’t  know  how  that  would  overoome  the  congestion  of  the 
traffic  in  the  city,  because  if  the  workman  has  to  pay  a  higher  rate  the  wages  would  b ) 
higher  and  the  employer  would  have  to  pay  for  it. 

5237.  They  could  live  in  the  suburbs  and  you  would  not  have  so  many  people 
living  in  the  city  ? — I  don’t  think  it  would  have  that  effect. 

5238.  Mr.  Lawrence .]  Regarding  the  tramway  scheme,  were  not  the  Suourban 
Municipalities  consulted  by  the  Divisional  Council  before  the  matter  came  to  Parlia¬ 
ment  ? — I  think  so,  but  I  was  not  in  the  Council  at  the  time.  There  was  something 
done,  I  believe,  but  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  will  shew. 

5239.  And  the  Suburban  Municipalities  agreed  as  a  matter  of  fact  to  the  tramway 
being  constructed  before  the  Divisional  Council  gave  permission? — No,  the  Divisional 
Council  was  first  consulted. 

5240.  At  any  rate  the  Municipalities  did  not  object  before  the  Bill  came  before  the 
House  ? — No. 

5241.  And  they  had  been  consulted  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

5242.  With  regard  to  the  accidents  occurring  on  and  the  management  of  the 
Tramway,  how  do  the  accidents  on  the  Tramway  compare  with  the  accidents  on  the 
Suburban  Railways? — Very  few  on  the  tram  way. 

5243.  But  on  the  Government  Railways  there  are  constantly  accidents? — Yes. 

5244.  So  that  the  tramway  is  safer  for  the  public  than  the  railway  as  far  as 
accidents  are  concerned  ? — Yes. 

5245.  With  regard  to  this  Court  that  you  spoke  of,  how  would  that  be  composed  ? 
— I  understood  you  to  say  that  there  was  only  to  be  a  barrister? — No,  I  said  that  a 
barrister  should  be  the  presiding  officer,  and  then  the  Government  should  appoint 
persons  outside  the  Municipal  Council. 
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5246.  What  would  he  their  qualification  ?  Private  individuals  or  valuators  of 

r  property  or  what  ? — Private  individuals  who  have  a  knowledge  of  the  property.  The 

principle  of  valuation  that  I  have  advocated  is  the  return  which  the  property  will 
give  aud  I  consider  12|  per  cent,  a  fair  guide.  A  house  for  instance  in  No.  6 
District  consisting  of  four  rooms  would  bring  in  £5  a  month,  but  if  that  house  were 
placed  in  the  main  street  of  Cape  Town  it  would  bring  in  from  £10  to  £15,  therefore 
the  valuation  should  be  on  the  principle  of  the  return  that  house  brings  in,  so  that  it 
would  be  a  very  simple  matter  for  the  Court  to  say  whether  a  valuation  is  fair  or  not. 

5247.  You  are  in  favour  of  the  valuer  being  appointed  by  the  Government  ? — No. 

5248.  And  the  Valuer- General  ? — No. 

^  5249.  And  with  regard  to  the  auditing,  would  the  Government  appoint  the  officer  ? 

— Yes,  certainly ;  it  should  be  a  Government  officer,  a  competent  man.  Under  the 
present  system,  by  which  the  ratepayers  elect  the  auditors,  ’t  often  happens  that  an 
incompetent  person  is  appointed.  He  may  be  as  incompetent  to  do  auditing  work  as  I 
am  to  build  a  ship  ;  but  they  are  elected  by  the  ratepayers  merely  through  canvassing 
with  the  object  of  getting  the  fees  attached  to  the  post.  You  may,  however,  have  the 
most  perfect  system  possible,  but  if  you  have  dishonest  persons  in  your  employ  they 
will  rob  you. 

5250.  Then  occasionally  there  is  the  necessity  for  a  Government  officer  to  inspect  ? 
— Yes,  you  cannot  have  anything  perfect.  Government  has  been  robbed,  banks  have 
been  robbed,  and  however  perfect  your  system  be,  those  things  will  continue,  but  at  any 
rate  a  strict  system  of  auditing  will  operate  as  a  check  on  dishonesty. 

5251.  You  don’t  consider  the  Government  system  perfect? — No. 

5252.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  Government  nominees  being  on  the  Munici¬ 
pality  ? — No,  I  don’t  think  it  is  desirable  unless  in  places  like  Cape  Town,  where  the 
Government  pays  rates,  but  elsewhere  where  the  Government  pay  no  rates  they  should  not 
have  any  vote  in  the  matter.  The  principle  is,  that  the  people  who  pay  taxes  should 
have  the  voice  in  the  distribution  of  those  taxes,  and  where  the  Government  don’t 
contribute  towards  the  taxes  they  should  have  no  voice. 

5253.  But  they  do  contribute,  nearly  in  every  Municipality  ? — How  ? 

5254.  For  Government  offices  ? — I  am  not  aware  that  they  do  in  country  districts. 

5255.  Oh,  yes,  in  Kimberley  they  do? — Well  then,  wherever  they  pay  rates  they 
should  be  able  to  appoint  a  nominee. 

5256.  Chairman.]  Then  the  Bank  would  have  the  right  to  nominate  a  member  ? — 
No,  the  Bank  is  different ;  the  Government  is  a  governing  body,  but  still  that  is  a  very 
nice  question. 

5257.  Mr.  Lawrence.']  So  that  we  have  a  Valuer- General  and  an  Auditor-General  ? 
— No  Valuer-General,  but  a  valuer  to  each  Council. 

5258.  I  mean  the  auditing  is  to  be  done  in  the  Auditor-General’s  office  ? — Yes. 

5259.  And  then  we  have  Government  nominees  ou  the  Council  ? — Yes. 

5260.  Mr.  Dyer.]  Just  one  point  about  the  valuators  ;  what  is  your  system  in  the 
appointment  of  valuators? — The  Municipality  call  for  tenders  for  the  purpose,  and  then 
tenders  to  value  at  a  certain  price  are  sent  in. 

5261.  So  much  for  the  whole  valuation  ? — Some  do  it  for  the  whole  and  some  so 
much  per  house.  Then  the  Council  consider  the  tenders  and  they  decide.  Of  course 
the  lowest  valuator  is  not  always  desirable,  and  they  judge  of  a  man’s  capabilities. 

5262.  Is  it  the  custom  of  Woodstock  to  do  it  per  house  or  in  a  lump  sum  ? — Lump 

1  sum. 

5263.  Does  the  same  custom  obtaiu  both  in  the  Divisional  Council  and  the 
Municipal  Council  ? — I  think  it  does,  but  I  am  not  quite  sure.  I  think  in  both  cases 
it  is  done  for  a  lump  sum. 

5264.  5265.  Chairman.]  Government  is  becoming  a  very  large  creditor,  and  this 
may  necessitate  some  radical  change  in  the  system  of  valuing  ? — That  might  become 
necessary.  It  all  depends  upon  the  men  who  perform  the  valuation.  For  instance,  if 
“A”  values  and  I  know  liis  method  of  valuation,  I  would  probably  deduct  10  per 
cent.,  whereas  if  the  same  applied  to  “  B  ’’  I  would  add  ten  per  cent.,  simply  because 
of  my  knowledge  of  the  men. 

5266.  And  the  Government  has  no  officer  of  its  own  ? — I  am  in  favour  of  the 
Municipalities  having  a  valuator,  but  I  see  no  reason  why  I  should  not  fall  in  with  the 
suggestion  that  there  shoidd  be  a  Valuer-General. 

5267.  In  the  matter  of  lighting? — We  have  gas  lights  and  no  electric  light. 

5268.  Are  you  making  any  arrangements  for  electric  light?  — No,  we  are  well 
served  by  the  light  we  get ;  they  give  us  incandescent  lights  and  we  increase  the 

K  number  as  we  go  on. 

5269.  Has  the  Gas  Company  any  monopoly  of  the  lighting  in  Woodstock  ? — No, 
I  dou’t  think  so.  Supposing  the  Electric  Light  Company  offered  to  give  us  a  supply 
and  we  were  willing  to  take  it  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  such  an  arrangement. 
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5270.  It  is  quite  competent  for  you  to  enter  into  it?. — Oh  yes.  ,  . 

5271.  And  it  would  be  quite  competent  for  you,  I  suppose,  to  organise  j  our  own 
works  in  that  behalf  too  ? — Oh  yes. 

5272.  But  there  is  no  move  in  that  direction  at  the  present  time  ? — No. 

5273.  Can  you  give  any  reason  for  that  ;  is  it  on  account  of  the  comparative 
cheapness  of  gas,  or  is  there  another  particular  reason  ? — Well  I  think  that  the  present 
system  is  much  cheaper  than  they  could  do  it  themselves.  - 

5274.  I  am  speaking  as  comparing  electricity  with  gas  ? — Gas  upon  the  whole  is 
cheapest. 

5275.  And  you  find  yourselves  so  well  supplied  in  Woodstock  that  the  necessity 
for  a  change  has  not  become  a  burning  question  ? — We  are  fairly  treated. 

5276.  Have  you  any  wash-houses  in  Woodstock  ? — No,  but  we  contemplate 
putting  them  up. 

5277.  Where  would  they  be  placed  ?— Near  to  where  the  gas-house  is. 

5278.  On  the  refuse  ground  ? — No  ;  on  a  small  portion  which  is  not  exactly 
reclaimed,  but  which  is  a  natural  formation,  and  we  propose  putting  the  wash-house 
there.  There  is  some  water  flowing  down  from  the  Bromwell  Spring  which  could  be 
utilised  for  the  purpose. 

5279.  Do  you  allow  washing  in  Woodstock  at  the  present  time  ? — No,  it  is  carried 
on  down  at  Salt  Kiver.  There  may  be  some  done  in  private  houses,  but  we  don’t 
allow  it  publicly. 

5280.  You  don’t  allow  washing  in  yards  or  open  spaces  in  the  Municipality  ? — 

We  have  no  open  spaces  in  the  Municipality  for  the  purpose,  but  we  don’t  allow  it 
in  yards. 

5281.  And  if  it  is  done,  where  does  the  water  flow  into  ;  does  the  water  flow  into  the 
gutter? — Yes,  it  flows  down  the  gutter,  and  we  generally  prevent  that  kind  of  nuisance. 

5282.  You  have  no  public  works  or  Municipal  undertakings  in  existence? — No. 

5283.  The  question  of  the  Municipal  staff  we  went  into  under  the  head  of 
“  Finance  ”  ? — Yes. 

5284.  Dr.  Gregory. \  The  inhabitants  in  Mowbray  district  have  electric  light  ? — 

Yes  ;  there  is  a  Company  supplying  them. 

5285.  And  the  inhabitants  in  Cape  Town  have  electric  light  on  the  other  side  of 
Woodstock  ? — Yes. 

5286.  But  the  inhabitants  of  Woodstock  have  no  electric  light  ? — No,  except  that 
there  is  a  Company  at  Mowbray. 

5287.  Does  that  come  into  your  Municipality  ? — No.  They  brought  in  some  to 
a  few  churches,  and  we  make  them  pay  a  nominal  sum  just  to  show  that  they  have 
not  the  right  to  do  so. 

5288.  So  that  your  area  is  in  a  position  that  the  inhabitants  on  each  side  of  it 
could  get  the  electric  light  while  you  could  not  get  it  yourself  ? — We  could. 

5289.  You  could  perhaps,  but  the  inhabitants  could  not  ? — It  would  not  pay  the 
Company.  The  majority  of  the  people  prefer  having  the  gas  than  the  electric  light  on 
account  of  the  latter  being  more  expensive.  Of  course  the  electric  light  is  not  unaccom¬ 
panied  with  danger. 

5290.  Chairman.']  The  ratepayers  have  not  approached  the  Council  for  the  electric 
light  ? — No ;  only  for  the  gas  lights  to  be  increased  in  the  streets. 

5291.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  Is  gas  much  used  in  Woodstock  for  domestic  and  cooking 

purposes  ? — I  don’t  know.  I  have  had  it  for  years,  but  with  regard  to  other  pro-  ) 

perties  I  could,  not  tell.  It  would  be  a  very  wise  thing,  and  it  could  be  worked  very 
economically,  but  with  the  servants  we  have  nowadays,  unless  the  lady  of  the  house 
controlled  it  it  would  become  a  very  expensive  item.  In  time  of  sickness,  however,  it 

has  proved  a  great  benefit. 

5292.  Chairman.]  Now,  have  you  anything  to  say  about  the  advisability  of 
altering  your  boundaries  in  any  way.  I  think  you  are  very  much  shut  in  at  Wood¬ 
stock.  The  Surveyor- General  has  given  us  the  perimeter  of  your  district  as  6 ' 6  miles ; 
you  are  bounded  by  Maitland  to  the  extent  of  two  miles,  Cape  Town  1£  miles, 

Mowbray  lj  miles,  making  a  total  common  land  boundary  roughly  of  4|  miles.  I  presume 
that  the  sea  and  the  mountain  make  up  the  rest.  Now,  do  you  desire  to  have  any 
alteration,  or  would  you  prefer  to  remain  as  you  are  ? — We  are  content  to  remain  as  we 
are.  W e  are  well  protected  on  both  sides.  The  only  thing  that  I  felt  was  the  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  original  boundaries.  The  original  boundaries  of  Woodstock,  as  proclaimed 
by  the  Government,  made  the  inner  line  towards  Cape  Town  the  outer  boundary  of 
Woodstock,  and  that  gave  it  more  or  less  a  straight  line,  hut  the  alteration  which  was 
made  at  the  time  by  a  member  of  the  Cape  Town  Council,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  in  his  anxiety  to  have  power  to  levy  rates  upon  what  is  now  the 
Tramway  Company’s  property,  and  who  proposed  an  amendment  whereby  they  altered 
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the  boundaries  outside,  which  gave  them  this  present  zig-zag  shape.  It  would  have  w,rMuore 

been  much  more  desirable  if  we  could  have  had  them  in  a  straight  line,  because  at  - 

present  you  may  almost  say  you  could  have  one  foot  in  Woodstock  and  the  other  foot  1st  May,  me¬ 
in  Cape  Town,  just  like  the  centre  of  the  read. 

5293.  One  foot  may  be  an  offender  against  the  Municipal  regulations  and  the  other 
not  F — Yes. 

5294.  There  is  no  way  in  which  the  area  of  Woodstock  can  be  increased  except  by 
buying  adjoining  Municipal  property  F — Yes ;  but  it  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  increas¬ 
ing  the  Municipality,  but  in  order  to  give  it  a  regular  outline,  that  is  all. 

5295.  Do  any  difficulties  arise  so  far  as  your  Municipal  experience  goes  owing  to 
the  close  proximity  of  other  administrations  F — No. 

5296.  As  far  as  possible,  I  suppose,  the  various  administrations  try  to  harmonise 
with  Municipal  requirements  F — Yes.  One  does  not  interfere  at  all  in  any  way  with 
the  other.  Recently  Mowbray  got  into  difficulty  in  regard  to  their  drainage  in  a 
oertain  portion  of  the  village,  and  the  Railway  Department  took  action  against 
them.  They  could  not  get  rid  of  their  drainage  for  that  portion  without  coming 
through  Woodstock,  and  we  readily  came  to  their  assistance.  Now,  that  same 
trouble  would  have  arisen  if  the  Government  had  taken  the  majority  report  when  the 
Commission  was  appointed  on  the  Woodstock  boundary  question,  and  when  I  was 
influenced  by  the  shape  of  the  ground  in  handing  in  the  minority  report.  That  is  why 
I  was  in  favour  of  the  boundary  which  is  the  centre  of  Observatory  Road.  - 

5297.  That  is  an  instance  of  how  by  harmonious  working  with  Mowbray  you  got 
rid  of  a  public  difficulty  F — Yes,  and  then  Cape  Town  came  to  our  assistance  when  we 
were  short  of  water  which  of  course  we  paid  for. 

5298.  That  harmony  is  due,  I  take  it,  to  the  good  feeling  of  the  Councillors  at  the 
time  F — Oh,  yes. 

5299.  You  might  have  placed,  if  the  Councillors  were  so  disposed,  a  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  Mowbray  F — Yes. 

5300.  All  this  will  be  got  rid  of  when  the  great  scheme  of  drainage  is  brought  into 
operation  F — Yes. 

5301.  Have  you  any  views  on  the  question  of  the  amalgamation  of  two  or  three 
or  more  of  the  Municipalities  F — I  see  now  that  the  Mayor  of  Claremont  is 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  triple  alliance,  and  that  they  will  be  a  happy  family.  Of 
course  it  may  be  possible,  but  a  difficulty  may  arise  when  they  come  to  discuss  the 
question  of  the  seat  of  government.  They  have  each  a  Municipal  Hall  and  each  may 
consider  .themselves  entitled  to  the  seat  of  government.  Well,  before  now  they  tried  it 
with  the  Liesbeek  Municipality,  and  the  result  was  that  the  three  Municipalities  were 
created.  Of  course  they  may  be  able  to  agree  amongst  them,  but  with  regard 
to  ourselves  we  stand  alone  for  this  reason  :  from  the  very  outset  we 
began  upon  certain  principles;  we  had  no  funds  in  hand,  and  immediately 
afh-r  the  Municipality  was  created  small-pox  broke  out.  The  Councillors 
had  to  borrow  money  from  the  South  African  Bank  to  provide  for  all 
contingencies,  and  by  working  economically  we  were  able  to  provide  the  sick  with 
medical  comforts  and  medical  assistance ;  we  also  established  a  tent  hospital  on  the 
beach  side  and  we  had  upon  the  whole  about  five  hundred  patients  suffering  from  small 
pox ;  the  total  amount  that  we  spent  was  £452.  And  the  neighbouring  Municipalities 
had  180  patients,  on  whom  they  spent  £1,200.  In  fifteen  years  we  constructed  27 
streets  out  of  rates,  and  in  spite  of  all  the  work  that  has  been  done  we  have  never  gone 
beyond  2d.  in  the  £.  Cape  Town  now  has  4d.  in  the  £ ;  Mowbray  has  4d.  in  the  £ 
and  a  tenant’s  rate ;  so  we  stand  in  that  position,  and  of  course  it  would  be  admitted 
that  we  have  made  extraordinary  progress  considering  that  we  have  never  gone  beyond 
2d.  in  the  £ ;  and  these  are  the  reasons  which  strongly  infiuence  the  rate¬ 
payers  in  opposing  an  amalgamation  with  any  of  the  other  Municipalities. 

5302.  That  objection  is  principally  on  the  question  of  the  rates;  is  it  not  a 
principle  of  the  Municipal  Act  under  which  you  are  enrolled  that  the  rating, 
in  areas  or  the  rating  in  wards  of  the  Municipality  may  be  made  to  suit  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  that  ward  F — Oh  yes. 

5303.  So  that  supposing  you  were  joined  to  Mowbray  or  to  Cfape  Town,  could  not 
the  rating  continue  as  it  is  at  present  F — No. 

5304.  Why  not  F — Not  according  to  wards.  Take,  for  instance,  Cape  Town. 

Originally  you  had  the  Municipal  Commissioners  and  you  had  the  Ward  Masters 
Frequently  the  two  bodiss  came  into  conflict  and  the  Ward  Masters  were  interested  in 
their  respective  wards.  Partly  from  a  desire  for  a  change  and  partly  because 
of  the  conflict,  the  change  was  effected  and  yet  some  of  the  districts — for 
instance  district  No.  6 — has  been  neglected  and  now  there  seems  to  be  a  cry  for 
ward  representation.  But  under  the  Act  for  certain  special  work  to  be  done 
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in  certain  places  }rou  could  levy  a  special  rate,  but  you  cannot  other¬ 
wise  say  “  we  vill  assess  a  rate  of  2d.  for  District  No.  1  and  4d.  for  District  No. 
2.”  I  am  certain  that  the  ratepayers  would  fight  tooth  and  nail  against  the  amalga¬ 
mation.  Woodstock  Council  have  gone  on  and  have  never  exceeded  their  2d.  in  the£, 
and  there  is  an  area  still  open  which  will  be  covered  by  a  population  very  nearly  equal 
to  the  population  of  Cape  Town  at  the  present  moment.  And  then  supposing  that  an 
amalgamation  was  made  and  that  Woodstock  annexed  Cape  Town,  then  people  think 
under  that  supposition  that  things  will  be  managed  at  less  expense.  Of  course,  there 
will  be  only  one  head,  but  there  will  be  an  increased  number  of  officials  and 
an  increased  number  of  engineers,  and  the  result  will  be  the  same  as  in  Cape 
Town,  like  District  No.  6 — some  parts  will  be  negleoted.  At  the  present 
time  if  one  went  through  the  streets  in  District  No  6  and  noticed  the  rows  of 
houses  built  there  without  any  street  whatever,  he  could  foresee  what  is  going  to  happen 
in  case  of  such  an  amalgamation ;  but  if  you  have  a  smaller  body  like  Woodstock,  they 
have  a  certain  amouut  of  work  to  be  carried  out,  and  they  concentrate  all  their  energies 
upon  that,  whereas  if  their  field  of  operation  were  spread  over  a  larger  area  their 
energies  would  not  be  so  great  as  they  are  at  the  present  time. 

5305.  The  first  objection  you  gave  was  the  question  of  rates  ? — Yes. 

5306.  And  the  next  objection  is  the  administration? — Yes. 

5307.  And  now  you  give  the  question  of  representation  ? — Yes. 

5308.  Cape  Town,  you  say,  or  rather  a  portion,  is  suffering  some  disabilities  for  a 
certain  reason  ? — Yes. 

5309.  Well,  may  not  the  reason  be  that  the  Councillors  of  Cape  Town  are  elected 
by  the  whole  body  of  ratepayers  ? — Yes. 

5310.  There  is  no  special  election  for  District  No.  6  ? — No. 

5311.  Supposing  there  was  an  amalgamation  of  “  A,”  “  B,”  “  C,”  “  D,”  “  E,” 
“  F  ”  and  “  Gr  ”  Mnnicipalities,  is  there  any  reason  why  Municipal  area  “  Gr  ”  should 
not  elect  its  own  representatives  to  the  Council? — And  form  one  whole  body ; 

5312.  Well,  not  a  distinct  body  or  unit,  but  a  ward,  or  an  electoral  district? — I 
don’t  sae  what  is  to  be  gained  by  it. 

5313.  I  am  asking  you,  would  it  not  be  possible? — All  things  are  possible. 

5314.  You  will  admit  on  the  general  principle  that  unless  we  could  show  a  very 
decided  objection  to  it,  a  union  would  be  considered  advisable? — No,  it  would  not  be 
considered 

5315.  Would  you  not  admit  that  a  Municipality  formed  by  an  united  Wynberg, 
Claremont,  Rondebosch,  Mowbray,  Woodstock,  Cape  Town,  and  Sea  Point  would  be  a 
stronger  body  than  any  one  of  the  seven  bodies  of  which  it  is  made  up  ? — No,  you 
will  find  discordant  elements.  There  may  be  a  happy  family  of  two  or  three,  but 
we  know  that  there  are  always  more  discordant  notes  in  a  big  family  than  in  a  small  one. 

5316.  Suppose  that  you  want  to  raise  a  large  sum  of  money  for  a  drainage  scheme 
would  you  not  be  able  to  raise  that  money  on  easier  terms  if  you  had  a  stronger 
Municipal  government  ? — Oh,  that  might  be  so  far  as  the  credit  in  obtaining  a  loan  is 
concerned. 

5317.  Suppose  the  same  thing  happens  with  reference  to  water? — Yes. 

5318.  Would  not  your  credit  be  stronger? — Yes,  I  take  it  that  in  proportion - 

5319.  Would  not  the  united  Municipalities,  being  responsible  for  the  money,  be 
able  to  borrow  it  on  easier  terms  than  one  ? — At  present  there  is  a  water  scheme 
under  the  control  of  four  Municipalities,  but  they  could  not  get  a  loan. 

5320.  A  difficulty  lias  arisen  about  that  ? — Yes,  and  I  may  say  with  regal’d  to 
that  that  nothing  has  surprised  me  more  than  that  they  did  not  succeed  to  float  that  at  a 
premium. 

5321.  But  there  it  is? — Yes,  there  you  have  an  instance  of  four  Municipalities 
not  succeeding  in  raising  their  loan,  and  when  Woodstock  alone  applied  for  a  loan  of 
£30,000  there  was  no  difficulty,  and  they  got  it  at  a  premium,  so  that  it  does  not 
follow  that  because  four  Municipalities  join  together  there  is  so  much  more  security 
in  the  eyes  of  the  creditors.  One  would  suppose  that  that  would  have  been  so,  but 
there  is  the  fact. 

5322.  Take  the  question  of  Municipalities  generally.  You  want  sums  of 
money  for  paving  streets  and  for  constructing  streets  and  footpaths  and  so  on. 
You  want  a  loan  for  these  purposes.  Would  it  not  be  better  for  the  Municipalities 
to  combine  in  raising  that  loan  amongst  themselves  at  the  lowest  possible  rate  ? — I 
don’t  think  so. 

5323.  The  same  would  have  reference  to  lighting.  Do  you  think  that  if  the 
Municipalities  united  they  would  be  in  a  better  position  to  go  in  for  a  compre¬ 
hensive  scheme  of  lighting  for  the  whole  of  these  Municipalities  ? — Take  for 
instance  Cape  Town.  They  obtained  a  loan  for  that  purpose,  and  yet  how  far 
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has  it  succeeded  ?  It  was  contemplated  with  the  new  systom  of  water  supply  from 

V  Table  Mountain  that  they  would  have  turbines  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  electric 
power.  I  don’t  think  that  has  been  done. 

5324.  There  is  a  case  of  an  individual  Municipality  with  the  little  strength  of 
little  size  ? — No.  but  they  are  an  old  Municipality,  and  they  have  large  credit. 
Woodstock  has  a  certain  liability  at  present,  and  they  would  object  joining  with  any 
Municipality  that  has  an  enormous  debt  upon  it.  The  debt  of  Cape  Town  Counoil  is 
very  large. 

5325.  Now  that  we  come  to  the  debt  side  of  the  question,  could  you  tell  me  what 
in  your  miud  is  the  objection  on  the  score  of  the  difference  of  indebtedness  that  you 

^  consider  in  the  matter  of  amalgamation.  Suppose  the  indebtedness  of  Cape  Town  is 
three  times  that  of  Woodstock,  so  that  its  percentage  per  head  of  population  is  three 
times  the  percentage  per  head  of  the  population  of  Woodstock,  how  does  that  come  to 
make  amalgamation  impossible  ? — Upon  the  same  principle.  If  I  am  in  business  and 
I  have  a  certain  indebtedness,  and  there  is  another  man  who  has  an  indebtedness  to  a  very 
much  larger  extent.  I  join  him  in  partnership.  We  take  all  assets  merged  into  the 
partnership,  and  we  are  responsible  for  the  whole.  The  difference  would  be  that  I 
would  not  benefit. 

5326.  But  you  would  not  be  responsible  for  each  others’  private  debts? — No, 
business  debts.  Suppose  that  Woodstock  were  to  amalgamate  with  Cape  Town  and 
the  two  became  one,  the  whole  of  the  respective  liabilities  would  devolve  upon  the 
one  created  body  equally. 

5327.  Why  ? — You  could  not  keep  it  separate. 

5328.  Why? — Upon  the  principle  of  indebtedness  you  would  have  all  the  assets 
thrown  into  the  partnership,  and  all  the  respective  creditors  would  have  to 
consent  that  that  should  be  done,  and  then  the  partnership  would  become  liable 
for  the  whole.  Take  for  instance  the  creditors  of  the  Woodstock  Council  in  the  matter 
of  those  debentures.  These  creditors  might  say  that  they  are  not  going  to  allow  that 
security  to  he  prejudiced  by  the  Municipality  becoming  liable  for  the  indebtedness  of 
Cape  Town.  The  moment  that  you  become  one  body  you  cannot  keep  that  separate  in 
that  respect,  and  then  you  will  create  an  Act  on  the  lines  of  the  Cape  Town  Municipal  Act 
and  the  rates  will  be  levied  at4d  in  the  ii,  and  so  you  would  at  once  make  Woodstock 
liable  for  4d  in  the  £. 

v  5329.  Well,  that  is  the  point:  is  it,  in  your  opinion,  absolutely  impossible  to  join  a 

Municipal  area  like  that  of  Woodstock  with  a  Municipal  area  like  that  of  Cape  Town  with¬ 
out  having  the  rate  for  every  matter  in  the  one  the  same  as  the  rate  in  the  other  ? — No, 
you  could  not  do  it.  The  moment  that  they  become  one  it  is  cut  of  the  question. 

5330.  But  the  Act  could  give  them  the  power  to  discriminate  between  rates  for 
different  purposes  ? — Yes. 

5331.  Then  your  difficulty  disappears? — No,  because  the  moment  they  join,  the 
members  of  the  Cape  Town  Council  will  say  they  are  not  going  to  assess  a  rate  of 
4d.  and  leave  Woodstock  with  a  rate  of  2d. 

5332.  Even  if  the  Act  provides  for  it  ? — When  the  Act  provides  you  can  insist 
upon  it  ? 

5333.  Yes. — I  don’t  think  the  Legislature  will  agree  to  that. 

5334.  The  Legislature  has  not  had  to  consider  the  difficulty  up  to  the  present 
time? — They  would  take  the  general  principle  and  apply  it.  They  would  not  give 

4  the  one  the  power  to  assess  a  certain  sum  upon  one  property  and  a  certain  sum  upon 
r  another. 

5335.  Well,  we  proceed  upon  the  presumption  that  it  is  absolutely  indispensable 
that  it  should  be  done ;  but  suppose  in  working  out  the  scheme  of  union  we  should  find 
it  proved  that  the  percentage  of  indebtedness  per  head  does  not  vary  much  through¬ 
out  the  whole  Peninsula  ? — That  does  not  affect  the  question  ;  it  is  not  a  Poll 
tax,  it  is  upon  properties,  and  they  will  deal  with  them  accordingly.  And  what  is 
to  be  the  representation  ?  Is  it  according  to  wards  or  to  population,  because  then  that 
would  give  Cape  Town  the  preponderance  and  they  would  have  a  majority  on  every 
occasion. 

5336.  But  the  percentage  of  indebtedness  to  valuation  may  not  be  dissimilar,  and 
you  may  see  your  other  objection  against  any  system  of  representation,  whether 
Parliamentary,  Municipal  or  Divisional? — But  Woodstock  is  quite  content  to  go  on  in 
its  own  way.  It  has  at  present  no  desire  to  he  joined  to  any  Municipality.  We  say 
“  We  have  built  this  house  and  we  don’t  want  any  interference  with  it.” 

L  5337.  I  understand  your  objections  on  that  ground  quite  well,  but  if  we  had  to  go 

and  tell  the  Governor  that  we  had  found  that  the  greatest  objections  to  amalgamation 
take  the  form  of  a  simple  non  possumus  on  the  part  of  the  persons  interested  we 
would  not  be  very  much  further  than  when  we  started  ? — What  then  ? 
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53-38.  We  would  like  to  examine  your  difficulties  urged  against  amalgamation 
You  base  thorn  on  the  rates,  administration  and  practically  non-representation  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  all  these  difficulties  could  be  got  over  ? — I  think  you  will  find 
that  they  cannot  be  got  over.  Of  course  the  Legislature  have  the  power  to  do 
certain  things  but  the  Legislature  will  frame  no  law  except  upon  the  general 
principle  upon  which  laws  have  been  passed. 

5339.  Well,  now,  we  come  to  the  alternative  :  would  you  have  us  here  follow 
the  plan  which  is  adopted  in  Melbourne.  They  had  there  some  years  ago  a  condition 
of  things  existing,  municipally,  very  similar  to  what  exists  here  only  on  a  larger 
scale :  Instead  of  having  seven  Municipalities,  they  had  nineteen  or,  twenty  to  deal 
with,  and  the  necessity  arose  for  a  better  supply  of  water  and  for  sewerage  and 
drainage  in  the  capital  of  the  Colony  of  Victoria,  and  it  seems  to  me  with  practically 
the  same  sentimental  objections  on  the  part  of  the  various  Municipalities,  yet 
the  Legislature  of  that  Colony  brought  into  existence  the  Melbourne  and 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  and  gave  that  Board  the  power  to  bring  a  water  supply, 
to  construct  sewerage  schemes,  to  rate  the  various  Municipalities  pro  rata,  for  the 
necessary  outlay,  and  generally  to  do  the  whole  thing.  Now,  if  you  are  brought  face 
to  face  with  the  alternatives  either  of  amalgamating  the  Municipalities  or  of  a  Board  of 
Works,  which  are  you  going  to  choose? — Yes,  that  matter  requires  to  be  carefully 
weighed,  and  it  is  difficult  to  answer  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  say  what  would 
be  the  effect  of  either. 

5340.  Now,  what  would  be  the  effect  upon  what  you  may  call  the  Municipal  mind 
of  the  city  of  Cape  Town  of  placilig  a  Board  of  Works  over  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  ? 
— -I  think  they  would  rebel. 

5341.  And  also  to  control  a  drainage  scheme  and  lighting  scheme  and  so  on  ? — 
And  with  the  power  to  rate  them  ?  I  think  they  would  rebel  against  it. 

5342.  What  would  be  the  effect  in  Woodstock  ? — Rebellion. 

5343.  And  Mowbray  ? — I  don’t  know. 

5344.  Well,  now  we  are  brought  face  to  face  with  the  additional  situation  that 

this  area  may  be  looked  upon  as  an  area  belonging  to  the  Colony,  as  it  is  the 
metropolis,  and  the  Legislature  might  very  well  step  in  and  say,  “  We  cannot  allow 
people  who  are  living  down  here  to  do  business  as  they  like.  1 1  is  the  m  tropolis  of 
the  Colony,  and  we  are  going  to  do  something  for  it.”  Is  not  that  a  possible  view  ? — 
In  what  respect  ?  •  %  . 

5345.  If  you  have  it  put  to  you,  amalgamation  or  Board  of  Works,  which  will 
you  have? — Well,  in  choosing  we  must  choose  the  lesser  of  the  two  evils,  and  I  think 
Woodstock  would  have  the  Board  of  Works  rather  than  amalgamation. 

5346.  Well,  it  is  your  view  that  we  want  to  get  at? — Yes  ;  of  course,  I  may  say 
that  there  are  very  strong  arguments  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Water  Supply  for 
the  whole  area  of  the  Peninsula  being  appointed  by  Government.  That  would 
enable  them  to  take  the  whole  matter  under  their  control  and  enable  the 
Government  to  obtain  the  necessary  funds  to  carry  out  the  scheme  which  perhaps 
the  Municipalities  could  not  do.  On  the  other  hand  the  Municipalities  take  Up  these 
matters  and  if  properly  worked  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  Municipal  government  with  a 
small  assessment  or  rate  owing  to  a  revenue  that  they  derive  from  these  undertakings.  If 
they  had  to  pay  for  the  water  to  the  Board  the  surplus  revenue  from  it  would  not  benefit 
them,  but  still  there  is  a  strong  argument  in  favour  of  the  creation  of  a  Board  for  the  water 
supply. 

5347.  And  the  same  with  reference  to  drainage  ? — No,  not  drainage ;  that  is  more 
local;  but  with  regard  to  water  there  is  a  strong  argument  in  favour  of  it,  although 
the  Municipalities  would  derive  no  direct  benefit. 

5348.  Who  would  derive  the  benefit? — Well,  the  people  if  they  get  the  water  at 
a  cheaper  rate,  but  the  Municipality  would  have  to  assess  a  higher  rate  to  carry  on  their 
works  than  they  would  otherwise  have  to  do.  Take  Cape  Town,  their  water  is 
giving  them  a  very  good  return. 

5349.  Is  that  so  ? — -Yes.  They  have  had  a  good  return  which  has  enabled  them 
to  recoup  themselves. 
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5350.  Chairman .]  Would  you  give  us  your  full  uame  F — William  Ruucimau. 

5351  You  are  a  resident  of  Simoustown  and  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
for  that  Electoral  Division  F — Yes. 

5352.  You  are  also  a  Member  of  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape  P — Yes. 

5353.  You  have  seen  the  Order  of  Reference  of  this  Commission,  I  presume  F — I 
have  got  a  copy  of  it. 

5354.  I  understand  that  you  come  in  your  individual  capacity  F  You  have  not 
been  delegated  by  any  Board  or  Council  to  give  evidence  here  F — No ;  I  have  been 
connected  for  a  long  time  with  Municipal  work  and  with  Divisional  Council  work,  and  I 
have  a  special  interest  in  the  Simonstown  local  Municipal  affairs.  Aud,  as  many  of 
the  questions  forming  part  of  the  subject  of  inquiry  of  this  Commission  refer  to  Simons¬ 
town,  I  should  like  to  express  an  opinion  with  regard  to  the  future  of  the  place.  First 
of  all,  I  might  say  that  I  don’t  desire  to  go  into  questions  which  might  be  clashing 
with  what  the  Mayor  and  the  Town  Clerk,  who,  I  believe,  are  coming  to  give  evidence 
before  the  Commission,  might  have  to  say  with  regard  to  affairs  at  Simons¬ 
town.  But  there  is  one  matter  which  I  should  like  particularly  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  Commission,  and  that  is  the  question  of  the  Water  Supply. 
Our  total  storage  is  3,028,000  gallons  ;  our  supply  during  midsummer — the  driest 
time  of  the  year,  say  about  the  end  of  February — is  21,000  gallons  in  24  hours.  The 
present  full  requirement  of  the  town  is  75,000  gallons  for  24  hours. 

5355.  At  what  supply  per  head  is  that  based  on  F — I  have  not  reckoned  it  out,  but 
presuming  that  we  are  on  full  supply  then  every  house  would  get  100  gallons,  and.  the 
Hotels,  Railway  Department  and  other  places  of  that  kind  would  get  according  to  their 
respective  needs  on  application.  We  cannot  meet  the  demands  on  full  supply ;  we 
have  what  is  called  the  dribble  system. 

5356.  For  domestic  and  trade  purposes  at  the  present  time  your  estimate  is 
75,000  gallons  per  diem  F — Yes ;  yon  will  at  once  see  what  the  difference  is  between 
the  quantity  required  and  the  quantity  actually  supplied.  The  quantity  supplied  in 
the  height  of  summer  is  about  50,000  gallons,  so  that  if  you  take  the  storage  off  that 
you  leave  a  deficiency  of  about  30,000  gallons  a  day,  supposing  that  your  storage  runs 
out  in  100  days. 

5357.  Does  that  cover  the  supply  required  for  shipping  F — No,  that  is  simply  for 
the  civil  population,  and  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  Naval  people,  who  have 
their  own  supply  separate  from  the  town  entirely. 

5358.  And  the  Mercantile  Marine,  when  they  come  to  Simoustown,  are  they 
supplied  by  the  Navy  F — No  ;  they  are  supplied  from  private  springs  of  the  town,  but 
there  is  very  little  water  supplied  in  that  direction,  as  very  few  of  those  vessels  touch 
at  Simonstown. 

5359.  But  would  their  requirements  be  included  in  the  75,0.0  gallons  per  hern  F 
— No,  exclusive  of  that. 

5360.  So  that  you  have  really  no  means  of  giving  the  Mercantile  Marine,  should 
they  come  to  the  port,  a  proper  supply  F — Practically,  Simon’s  Bay  now  is  a  Naval 
station,  and  perhaps  only  four  or  five  of  these  ships  would  come  to  Simon’s  Bay  luring 
the  year. 

5361.  Then  the  Mercantile  Marine  is  a  negligible  quantity  F — Yes,  at  the  present 
time. 

5362.  But  if  it  became  a  place  for  the  Mercantile  Marine  to  resort  to,  your 
difficulties  would  increase  F — Q.uite  so ;  our  town  is  rapidly  increasing.  Within  the 
next  eighteen  months  there  will  be  an  increase  of  population  of  about  1,500  or  at  the 
rate  of  about  1,000  a  year,  and  that  will  gradually  go  on  year  by  year.  Our  present 
population,  according  to  an  estimate  that  I  have  here,  consists  of  about  3,500 
inhabitants,  exclusive  of  the  Naval  population. 


Mr. 

W.  Runciman. 
2nd  May,  1 902. 
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5-363.  Are  they  mostly  white  people  ? — Yes  ;  within  the  next  three  years  we 
reckon  that  our  population  will  number  about  5,000,  Then  with  regard  to  the 
question  of  the  water  supply  per  head  of  population.  I  have  Avorked  it  out  by  taking 
the  present  supply  and  the  present  estimate  of  population,  and  it  comes  to  six  gallons 
a  day  for  each  inhabitant. 

5-364.  Where  do  you  get  your  supply  from  ? — We  have  a  spring  on  the  side  of 
the  mountain  ;  the  principal  spring.  Then  our  other  source  of  supply  is  simply 
derived  from  the  rainfall  on  the  mountains  ;  this  water  goes  into  a  small  dam  we  had 
made  for  the  purpose  in^  a  kloof  whence  we  have  pipes  leading  it  to  our  reservoir, 
and  in  that  way  we  have  considerably  augmented  our  supply. 

5365.  Has  that  Spring  been  gauged? — Yes,  and  it  yields  10,500  gallons  in  24 
hours  in  dry  seasons.  Of  course  in  the  winter  it  increases  considerably.  I  may  say 
that  oAving  to  the  immense  watershed  we  have  there  is  no  dearth  of  water  at  Simons- 
toAvu  iu  winter. 

5366.  But  you  have  no  means  of  storing  it  ? — No. 

5367.  If  you  had  the  means  of  storing  could  it  be  brought  in  ? — Oh,  yes  ;  the 
Admiralty  have  a  dam  on  the  top  of  the  hill  which  they  have  constructed ;  it  holds 
about  30,000,000  gallons.  Simply,  water  caught  up  in  the  same  way  as  is  done  with 
the  rainfall  on  Table  Mountain. 

5368.  And  do-^s  this  storage  by  the  Admiralty  interfere  with  the  toAvn  sources  of 
supply  ? — Very  little  ;  of  course  during  the  first  rains  the  town  would  get  nothing  of 
the  water  until  the  Admiralty’s  dam  is  full,  but  the  overflow  goes  to  the  town  supply. 

5369.  Do  they  ever  empty  their  reservoir? — Yery  often;  it  does  not  meet  their 
requirements  by  a  long  way. 

5370.  Could  that  be  enlarged? — Yes,  they  could  build  another  reservoir  and,  I 
believe,  it  is  their  intention  to  do  so,  unless  the  town  could  shew  them  some  means  of 
getting  a  supply  elsewhere  or  unless  the  town  could  supply  them  from  elsewhere. 
Some  little  time  ago  I  made  some  enquiries  about  some  farms  close  to  Kalk  Bay  with  a 
view  to  an  augmentation  of  supply,  and  one  farm  there  yields  something  like  120,000 
gallons  per  day — that  is  a  place  called  Noord  Hoek. 

5371.  Who  estimated  that  ? — The  Municipal  Engineer. 

5372.  What  is  his  name  ? — Mr.  Attridge. 

5373.  Is  he  a  qualified  man  ? — As  far  as  I  know,  he  is  a  very  good  man. 

5374.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Was  that  estimate  made  in  the  dry  season  ? — Yes,  about  the 
middle  of  February. 

5375.  Chairman .]  Could  the  water  be  utilised  for  Simonstown  ? — Yes. 

5376.  What  becomes  of  it  at  present  ? — It  is  simply  running  to  waste. 

5377.  Does  it  belong  to  anybody  ? — Yes,  it  is  private  property.  It  was  offered 
to  the  Municipality  for  a  certain  sum  of  money,  bixt  unfortunately  they  did  not  push 
the  thing  through,  or,  through  some  hitch  or  other  that  they  did  not  tackle  it,  it  has 
remained  in  abeyance.  If  the  Municipality  went  to  work  energetically,  I  believe  they 
could  get  it  without  much  trouble. 

5678.  You  don’t  know  whether  that  offer  is  still  a  firm  one  ? — I  take  it  we  could 
still  get  the  water. 

5379.  The  price  has  not  risen  since? — No. 

5380.  How  far  is  that  from  Simontown  ? — At  the  outside  about  10  miles. 

5381.  Then  I  take  it  the  idea  would  be  to  bring  the  water  from  there  and  store  it 
nearer  to  Simonstown  ? — Well,  you  could  store  it  on  the  mountain,  and  then  supply 
the  town  from  there  with  pipes,  but  the  supply  is  such  that  it  could  be  taken  direct. 
The  negotiations  have  not  been  advanced  far  enough  to  get  expert  advioe  on  the 
matter. 

5382.  So  that  no  scheme  has  been  laid  before  the  Simonstown  Council  with  a 
view  to  bringing  that  water  in  ? — No. 

5383.  Are  you  advised  by  Mr.  Attridge  that  the  scheme  is  feasible  ? — Oh,  yes. 

5384.  Is  there  any  other  available  source  in  your  neighbourhood? — There  is 
another  source  on  the  top  of  Bed  Hill,  which  yields  about  60,000  gallons,  but  the 
riparian  rights  in  connection  with  that  would  make  it  impracticable ;  there  are  too 
many  farmers  dependent  upon  the  water. 

5385.  The  streams  go  down  past  these  farms  ? — Yes. 

5386.  And  they  use  the  water  and  have  used  it  for  a  long  time  ? — Yes. 

5387.  And  these  rights  could  be  purchased? — Yes,  but  the  price  would  be 
prohibitive. 

5388.  And  the  surplus  runs  to  the  sea  ? — Yes  ;  it  runs  about  five  miles  before  it 

enters  into  the  sea.  _  , 

5389.  There  are  a  good  many  riparian  proprietors  there,  you  say  ? — Yes. 
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5890.  And  they  use  the  water  and  look  upon  it  as  their  property? — Yes;  and 
then  there  is  one  farm  which  is  entailed,  and  that  would  give  us  great  difficulities ; 
it  would  require  special  legislation. 

5391.  The  whole  thing  would  perhaps  require  special  legislation  ? — Quite  so. 

5392.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  All  for  00,000  gallons? — Yes. 

5393.  Chairman. j  is  there  any  other  source  in  Simonstown  ? — No;  our  nearest 
supply  then  would  he  Kalk  Bay  supply.  It  has  an  immense  watershed  and  could 
yield  a  very  big  augmentation  to  our  supply,  and  we  might  make  arrangements  to  join 
Kalk  Bay,  but  the.  expense  would  he  very  considerable. 

5394.  Are  they  utilising  it  ? — They  are  not  utilising  all  that  could  be  utilised. 
Their  dam  is  small,  "but  it  could  be  made  larger. 

5395.  Have  any  observations  been  made  with  a  view  to  testing  the  supply  in  that 
neighbourhood? — Not  by  the  Simonstown  Town  Council ;  they  have  depended  upon 
the  information  obtained  from  others. 

5396.  Has  it  a  large  collecting  area? — Yes,  above  Tolsai. 

5397.  Is  that  collecting  area  in  private  hands  ? — It  practically  belongs  to  the  Kalk 
Bay  Municipality.  They  have  all  the  rights,  I  believe. 

5398.  How  far  would  it  be  from  Simonstown  ? — -Not  less  than  15  miles  from 
the  reservoir  on  the  top  of  the  mountain. 

5399.  Kalk  Bay  is  developing  rapidly  too  ? — Quite  so  ;  they  would  not  be  agree¬ 
able  to  give  us  any  water  from  there. 

5400.  Not  knowing  what  their  requirements  may  presently  be  ? — Certainly,  and 
the  advantages  that  they  would  require  would  make  the  cost  of  a  supply  from  there 
for  Simonstown  prohibitive. 

5101.  These  are  all  sources  of  possible  supply  on  Table  Mountain  area  that  you 
have  mentioned  ? — Yes,  above  Tokai,  in  the  Constantia  District. 

5402.  And  all  these  possible  sources  of  supply  that  you  have  indicated  are  all  in 
connection  with  Table  Mountain  ? — Yes  ;  in  connection  with  the  Kalk  Bay  Mountain. 

5403.  I  apply  Table  Mountain  to  the  whole  water  collecting  area  of  the 
Peninsula  ? — Yes,  then  that  is  so. 

5404.  The  likeliest  source  for  Simonstown  is  the  overflow  of  the  Admiralty 
reservoir  ? — That  is  the  nearest  source. 

5405.  Not  the  largest  ? — I  should  say  that  the  better  scheme  would  be  the  one 
above  Noord  Hoek  which  yields  120,000  gallons  a  day.  The  water  from  the  Admiralty 
Reservoir  besides  is  objectionable  as  it  is  highly  discoloured,  and  there  would  be  very 
little  difficulty,  if  any,  I  think,  in  obtaining  this  supply  of  120,000  gallons. 

5406.  Mr.  Lawrence.']  No  riparian  rights? — No,  none  at  all. 

5407.  Chairman.]  You  propose  to  store  the  water  in  a  larger  reservoir  for 
the  use  of  the  inhabitants? — Well,  when  we  have  a  supply  of  120,000  gallons 
and  bur  requirements  are  only  75,000,  we  would  not  require,  as  I  have  said,  any 
storage  at  all. 

5408.  Lead  it  direct  ? — Yes,  and  we  could  then  assist  the  Navy  by  supplying 
them  with  water  instead  of  their  having  to  build  any  more  reservoirs  themselves,  and  1 
think  it  would  be  a  very  gi'eat  help  to  the  Navy  to  got  a  better  supply. 

5409.  Pipes  would  have  to  be  laid  ?— About  ten  miles. 

u  5410.  No  estimate  of  the  coat  of  the  undertaking,  I  suppose? — Roughly,  the 
Engineer  gave  an  estimate  that  the  purchase  price  of  the  pipes  and  a  small  dam  would 
come  to  about  £25,000. 

5411.  Do  you  charge  at  present  for  water? — Oh,  yes. 

5412.  At  what  rate  ? — A  general  charge,  according  to  the  value  of  the  house. 

5413.  It  is  a  rate? — Yes. 

5414.  How  much  is  the  rate  ? — About  £1,500  a  year. 

5415.  And  the  number  of  houses  ? — About  350. 

5416.  The  average  would  therefore  be  about  £5  per  house? — Yes. 

5417.  It  is  rather  high,  is  it  not  ? — Well,  yes ;  a  house  of  the  value  of  £200  pays 
£2  a  year,  and  then  it  increases  according  to  the  value  after  that. 

5418.  Of  course  you  could  not  sav  whether,  if  you  get  this  extra  supply,  you 
would  be  able  to  lower  the  price  or  not  ?  It  would  depend  upon  how  the  thing  works 
out? — I  don’t  think  we  could  lower  the  price  The  question  is  to  get  the  people  a  full 
supply  of  water.  At  present  they  are  paying  for  water  that  they  don’t  get. 

5419.  Would  the  water  be  at  a  sufficient  elevation  to  supply  the  whole  town  ? — 

Yes. 


Mr. 

IF.  Ruhdimau. 
2nd  May,  1902. 


5420.  Is  it  good  water  ? — Oh,  yes  ;  beautiful,  pure  water. 

5421.  Can  the  area  be  protected  against  sources  of  pollution? — Oh,  yes,  by 
fencing. 
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Mr  5422.  Would  your  Municipality  of  itself  be  able  to  construct  the  scheme  to 

JT.  RunciMn.  bring  that  water  in  ? — That  brings  me  to  the  question  that  I  wish  particularly 
•2nd  May,  1902.  to  give  evidence  upon,  and  that  is  with  regard  to  the  amalgamation  of  the  Municipalities. 

5422  (a).  We  will  come  to  that  presently  ?■ — Yes. 

5423.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  Your  statement  of  the  21,500  gallons  per  day  is  a  minimum 
during  dry  seasons  ? — Yes. 

5424.  Because  according  to  the  return  furnished  by  the  Municipality  of  Sirnons- 
town  the  average  daily  consumption  is  71,800  for  1901? — -Yes,  that  is  what  should 
be  supplied. 

5425.  No  ;  71,800  gallons  is  what  has  been  actually  supplied  ? — That  is  what 
they  have  paid  for. 

5426.  Then  the  21,500  gallons :  is  that  the  average  throughout  the  year  ? — No,  it 
is  during  the  driest  months  of  the  year  and  that  would  last  for  about  four  months. 

5427.  And  they  should  have  75,000  gallons  ? — Yes. 

5428.  Now  you  have  no  drainage  system  to  speak  of  ? — Oh  yes,  we  have  ;  the 
whole  of  what  is  known  as  “  Old  Simonstown”  is  entirely  drained. 

5429.  With  water  closets ? — Yes;  but  unfortunately  some  of  the  landed  pro¬ 
prietors  have  not  availed  themselves  of  the  drainage  yet  ;  but  the  whole  of  the  town  is 
completely  drained  with  earthenware  pipes.  We  laid  drains  amounting  to  about 
12,000  feet  of  earthenware  pipes. 

5430.  Practically,  then,  you  ought  to  have  the  same  daily  supply  as  would  be 
ordinarily  required  for  a  sewered  town  ? — Yes. 

5431.  And  that  is  about  thirty  gallons  per  head? — Yes. 

5432.  So  that  practically  you  ought  to  have  for  the  present  population  of  3,500 
about  105,000  gallons  per  day,  and  when  your  population  has  increased  to  5,000,  you 
would  require  about  150,000  gallons  per  day  ? — Yes. 

5433.  You  said  that  the  Admiralty  had  a  reservoir  with  a  capacity  of  30,000,000 
gallons  ;  what  is  their  consumption  approximately  ? — It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the 
consumption  of  the  Navy,  because  it  depends  entirely  upon  the  number  of  ships  in  the 
harbour.  The  ships  are  supplied  from  the  Admiralty,  and  if  a  large  number  ccme  and 
go  backwards  and  forwards  the  demand  is  greater  than  otherwise. 

5434.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  this  reservoir  is  insufficient  for  their 
requirements  ? — Yes. 

5435.  The  question  of  the  Municipality  and  the  Admiralty  combining  in  a  com¬ 
mon  scheme  for  water  supply  has  not  been  mooted  ? — Not  officially. 

5436.  Is  there  any  reason,  in  your  opinion,  why  it  should  not  be  done  ? — No  ;  no 
reason  at  all,  but  I  go  further  than  that,  and  that  is  exactly  what  I  want  to  bring  out, 
that  the  Simonstown  Municipality  and  the  Admiralty  should  combine  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Municipal  affairs  of  the  town  ;  not  only  for  water,  drainage  and 
lighting  but  for  all  other  things  as  well.  The  principal  inhabitants  in  Simonstown 
are  more  or  less  directly  connected  with  the  Navy.  There  are  some  of  the 
permanent  officials  living  in  Government  houses  and  there  are  others  in 
the  employment  of  the  Navy  who  live  in  their  own  houses  or  hired  houses,  so 
that  the  Admiralty  is  very  closely  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  people. 
My  view  is  that  the  Municipality  should  be  composed  of  representatives  selected  by 
the  people  and  of  nominees  from  the  Admiralty,  and  that  then  the  Admiralty  should 
contribute  thereby  towards  the  upkeep  of  things  generally,  and  in  that  way  our 
drainage,  water  supply,  and  lighting  might  be  amalgamated.  We  have  at  present  the 
Navy  constructing  drains  in  the  town  lying  side  by  side  with  our  drains.  They  have 
also  their  water  pipes  running  through  the  streets  side  by  side  with  ours  in  the  same 
way.  Of  course,  this  is  a  matter  which  I  think  ought  to  be  altered,  and  which  I  think 
could  be  arranged. 

5437.  To  go  back  to  water ;  from  a  common  sense  and  practical  point  of  view,  in 
your  opinion  there  should  be  only  one  common  supply  quite  irrespective  of  the  local 
management  of  your  town,  and  that  one  supply  should  be  under  one  management  ? — 
Yes. 

5438.  And  which  in  your  opinion  would  be  the  better  scheme ;  the  increasing 
of  the  capacity  of  the  catchment  area  of  the  Admiralty  reservoir,  or  the  going 
further  afield  to  the  spring  of  that  farm  at  Noord  Hoek  ten  miles  off  ? — Going  further 
afield  to  the  farm  undoubtedly. 

5439.  And  lead  the  water  into  the  Admiralty  reservoir  ? — Yes. 

5440.  Have  any  negotiations  ever  taken  place  between  the  two  with  a  view  of 
obtainiDg  one  common  water  supply  ? — No. 

5441.  Have  you  any  reason  for  believing  that  if  negotiations  were  commenced 
they  might  be  successful  ? — Well,  if  you  are  going  to  commence  with  the  one  you 
should  commence  with  all.  It  is  not  only  the  question  of  water,  but  everything  else 
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connected  with  the  Municipal  Government  should  be  shared  between  the  Admiralty 
and  the  civil  population  of  the  town. 

5442.  But  even  if  the  Admiralty  and  the  residents  do  not  fall  in  with  the  idea  of 
a  combined  Municipal  governing  body,  still  the  water  supply  might  be  one  common 
conoern? — Yes,  that  could  be  arranged  as  a  distinct  item. 

5443.  So  that  under  any  circumstances  you  consider  that  that  should  be  under¬ 
taken  as  a  joint  scheme  P — Yes. 

5444.  And  that  would  have  to  be  controlled  by  such  a  joint  Municipal  body  as 
you  mention  ? — Yes,  we  have  an  arrangement  at  the  present  time.  When  the 
Municipality  was  first  incorporated,  we  had  to  go  to  the  Admiralty — for  the  time 
being — to  arrange  about  the  water  which  was  supplied  by  the  spring  on  the  side  of  the 
hill,  and  a  division  was  come  to  ;  the  Admiralty  getting  one-half  and  we  getting 
the  other. 

5445.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in  your  experience,  there  has  been  a  certain  amount 
of  difficulty  in  dividing  this  water  according  to  your  separate  rights  ? — There  was  at 
first,  but  it  has  been  permanently  arranged  now  ;  there  is  a  division  put  so  that  we  get 
half  of  it  and  they  get  the  other  half,  and  there  is  no  difficulty  whatever  now. 

5446.  Supposing  that  your  ideal  of  the  establishment  of  a  combined  local  authority 
did  not  come  off,  but  the  combined  water  scheme  was  carried  out,  how  would  you 
arrange  for  the  control  and  the  management  of  that  scheme?  Should  it  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Admiralty  or  by  the  Municipality  or  by  combined  representatives  ? — 
I  should  think  it  could  be  managed  by  the  Admiralty  and  Municipality 
combined.  An  agreement  could  be  drawn  up  stating  the  rights  and  control  that  each 
would  have  over  it.  In  the  same  way  almost  as  we  have  it  now.  There  are  two  keys, 
and  either  the  Naval  Engineer  or  the  Town  Engineer  could  go  and  examine  the  pipes. 

5447.  In  view  of  Simon’s  Bay  being  a  Naval  base,  don’t  you  think  that  the 
Admiralty  would  object  to  such  au  important  matter  as  the  water  supply  to  the  vessels 
being  taken  out  of  their  hands  or  in  any  way  being  placed  under  dual  control  ? — I 
daresay  they  would. 

5448.  Supposing  that  an  objection  to  that  effect  were  raised  by  the  Admiralty, 
and  that  they  refused  to  combine  with  you  in  any  scheme,  preferring  to  have 
the  entire  control,  would  you  as  a  Municipality  then  still  be  in  favour  of 
contributing  towards  the  scheme  managed  by  the  Admiralty,  and  being  supplied 
by  the  Admiralty  ?  Do  you  follow  me  ?  I  mean  the  Admiralty  may  say,  “We 
will  not  contribute  to  any  water  supply  which  is  not  entirely  under  our  control  for 
reasons  of  defence  ”  ?  Then  would  the  Municipality  be  still  prepared  to  join  in  this 
scheme  recognising  that  they  had  no  control  over  its  administration  afterwards  ? — No, 
I  say  the  Municipality  cannot. 

5449.  You,  as  a  private  resident,  would  you  be  prepared  to  advise  their  joining  in  ? 
— Not  without  control. 

5450.  So  that  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  Admiralty  may  step  in  and  prevent  any 
joint  scheme? — I  don’t  think  there  is  any  probability  that  the  Admiralty  would  not  join  in 
having  a  combined  supply  of  water.  I  see  no  difficulties  whatever  in  the  way  of  it.  We 
could  have  a  signed  agreement  in  which  it  could  be  stipulated  that  in  times  of  stress, 
such  as  during  war  time,  the  whole  of  the  supply  should  first  go  to  His  Majesty’s  ships. 
The  inhabitants  of  Simon stown  are  not  going  to  stand  in  the  way  of  supplying  ships 
for  what  is  required  under  those  circumstances. 

5451.  That  is  that  His  Majesty’s  ships  should  have  the  first  call  on  the  supply  ? — 

Yes. 

5452.  In  the  statement  furnished  by  the  Municipal  Council  of  Simonstown, 
to  the  31st  December,  1901,  there  is  put  down  under  the  heading  of  “  Waterworks  ” 
a  sum  of  £15,000  as  an  amount  to  be  expended  on  the  buildiug  of  waterworks.  What 
portion  remains  uncompleted  ? — None  whatever,  it  is  all  completed. 

5453.  Chairman.']  You  must  understand  that  we  are  putting  questions  to  you  as 
an  ordinary  resident  and  that  there  are  many  points  that  we  will  have  to  examine  the 
Delegates  of  the  Simonstown  Council  upon  when  they  come,  and  that  is  why  we  don’t 
now  touch  on  matters  whioh  they  could  bring  before  us  officially  ? — I  quite  appreciate 
that,  Mr.  Chairman. 

5454.  Mr.  Stewart.]  How  do  you  get  at  the  total  quantity  of  water  which  you 
require  at  Simonstown  ? — Well,  we  get  at  that  in  the  first  place  by  the  arrangement 
that  each  house  requires  at  least  100  ga  lous  per  day.  Then  there  are  the  trade 
places  and  the  Hail  way  Station  ;  they  require  so  many  hundred  gallon-!,  for  which 
they  make  applications  ;  these  people  have  tanks  at  their  places  of  operation 
where  they  store  their  water,  and  they  know  exactly  what  their  requirements  are,  so 
that  taking  the  basis  of  supply  to  the  ordinary  inhabitants  and  the  quantity  applied 
for  by  these  other  parlies  we  know  exactly  our  position  in  regard  to  the  levying  of 
the  rate  and  the  supply  required. 
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5455.  It  is  practically  an  estimate  ? — Yes. 

5456.  With  regard  to  the  source  whioh  you  mention  at  Noord  Hoek,  the  gauging 
you  have  given  is  a  gauging  which  was  taken  in  the  dry  season,  I  understand  ? — That 
is  so. 

5457.  Could  you  give  us  the  exact  date  ? — It  was  about  the  end  of  February,  but 
the  engineer  could  give  you  the  exact  date. 

5458.  We  could  get  the  exact  date  ? — Yes,  from  the  engineer. 

5459.  You  are  aware,  of  course,  that  there  are  several  smaller  streams  which  flow 
down  this  Noord  Hoek.  Now  is  that  gauging  which  you  have  supplied  of  the  com¬ 
bined  streams  or  of  one  ? — Only  of  one. 

5460.  So  that  if  you  collect  the  water  from  the  other  streams  you  will  probably 
get  more  ? — Yes. 

5461.  In  fact,  it  is  within  your  knowledge  that  in  the  winter  time  there  is  a  very 
large  flow  of  water  down  these  streams  ? — An  immense  flow. 

5462.  And  if  you  could  store  it  there  is  no  question  whatever  that  you  would  get 
as  large  a  supply  as  you  would  ever  be  likely  to  want  ? — Quite  so. 

5463.  Do  you  know  the  details  of  the  Kalk  Bay  scheme  as  regards  the  storage 
question  ? — No,  I  don’t  know  the  details,  but  of  course  they  have  a  dam  on  the  top  of 
Tokai  Mountain,  but  I  could  not  tell  you  the  capacity  of  it. 

5464.  Have  they  ever  supplied  you  with  any  information  with  a  view  to  your 
becoming  a  customer  or  a  partner  in  that  scheme  ? — No. 

5465.  But  you  do  know  that  there  is  a  large  amount  of  water  ? — Yes. 

5466.  You  don’t  know  that  the  dam  as  designed  is  intended  to  hold  140,000,000 
gallons  ultimately  ? — I  know  it  was  the  idea  that  it  should  be  built  up  and  raised. 

5467.  Do  you  know  whether  the  estimated  cost  of  increasing  this  dam  has  ever 
been  published  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

5468.  But  so  far  as  Simonstown  is  concerned,  there  is  no  difficulty  whatever  as 
regards  getting  a  water  supply  ? — No,  it  is  only  a  matter  of  storage  for  the  purchase 
of  these  springs  to  which  I  have  referred. 

5469.  There  is  plenty  of  water  available  ? — In  the  winter  time,  yes. 

5470.  But  you  must  store  it? — Yes. 

5471.  And  the  question  is  now,  as  far  as  Simonstown  is  concerned,  the  cost  of  the 
storage  ? — Quite  so. 

5472.  And  whether  you  could  afford  to  incur  the  cost  at  present  with  the  yield  of 
the  revenue  that  you  would  get  in  view  of  other  developments  ? — The  cost  of  the 
storage  would  make  the’price  of  the  supply  enormous. 

5473.  While  your  supply  is  small  ? — Yes. 

5474.  Mr.  Lawrence .]  Does  your  Municipality  rate  the  Naval  property  for 
Municipal  purposes  ? — No.  Some  years  ago  when  I  was  Mayor  of  the  town  we 
approached  the  Colonial  Government  to  intercede  for  us  with  the  Imperial  Government 
in  order  to  get  a  contribution  towards  the  rates.  The  Imperial  Government  replied 
that  they  would  be  prepared  to  give  £350  provided  that  the  Colonial  Government 
would  also  give  £350,  and  the  Colonial  Government  agreed  to  that,  so  that  we  are  now 
getting  £700  a  year  in  lieu  of  rates. 

5475.  Is  there  any  friction  between  the  Council  and  the  Naval  authorities  of 
Simonstown? — No;  they  work  very  well  together. 

5476.  You  suggest  that  for  water  and  drainage  the  Naval  people  and  the  Munici¬ 
pality  should  combine  ?  —I  suggest  that  the  Town  Council  should  be  reconstructed, 
and  that  there  should  be  nominees  on  the  Council  from  the  Admiralty,  either  Govern¬ 
ment  officials  or  other  private  individuals  nominated  by  them,  because  I  hold  that  if 
the  Admiralty  are  going  to  contribute  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  Municipality 
that  they  ought  to  have  a  voice  in  the  expenditure  of  the  money,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  time  is  coming  when  we  will  require  a  larger  contribution  from  them.  Only 
recently  they  expropriated  a  large  piece  of  private  property,  and  by  that  alone  the 
Municipality  are  losing  rates  of  from  £150  to  £200  a  year. 

5477.  Are  there  houses  on  it  ? — Yes. 

5478.  What  has  been  done  with  the  houses? — They  are  occupied  by  the  officials 
of  the  Admiralty. 

5479.  Do  the  interests  there  clash  very  much  between  the  Municipal  and  Naval 
affairs? — No;  our  interests  are  identical,  and  that  is  why  I  wish  the  Admiralty  could 
take  a  deeper  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  than  they  are  allowed  at  present. 

5480.  Do  you  think  they  would  agree  to  combine  ? — Yes,  they  would  benefit, 
because  they  would  get  better  sanitary  arrangements,  a  better  water  supply,  and  all 
round  they  would  be  more  comfortable.  What  we  waut  to  see  is  that  the  place  is  made 
habitable,  and  that  all  the  requirements  are  attended  to. 

5481.  With  regard  to  the  water  supply,  the  distance  from  the  end  of  the  Kalk  Bay 
main  to  Simonstown  would  not  be  very  great  ? — No,  about  six  miles. 


5482.  That  would  be  Dearer  to  Simoustowu  than  Noord  Hoek  ? — Yes. 

5483.  That  Noord  Hoek  scheme  that  you  speak  about :  has  not  part  of  that  water 
been  taken  out  reoently  by  Mr.  de  Yilliers  ? — Very  little  ;  I  don’t  think  the  scheme  of 
Mr.  de  Villiers  would  interfere  with  ours  at  all. 

5484.  Chairman .]  Gould  that  Noord  Hoek  water  be  brought  into  your  present 
reservoir  ? — Yes. 

5485.  And  could  that  reservoir  be  enlarged  so  as  to  hold  a  greater  supply  ?  —No, 
because  the  ground  on  the  one  side  belongs  to  the  Navy,  and  on  the  other  side  it  is 
private  property. 

5486.  So  that  it  is  on  Municipal  ground  ? — Yes,  but  there  is  no  room  for 
expansion. 

5487.  And  you  cannot  raise  the  wall  ? — I  don’t  know.  Mr.  Stewart  could  tell 
you  that. 

5488.  For  how  long  has  that  reservoir  been  in  existence  ? — About  three  years. 

5489.  And  the  Municipality  built  it? — Yes,  this  £700  which  we  got  from  the 
Colonial  and  the  Imperial  Government  was  consolidated,  and  we  received  £11,000  in  a 
lump  sum,  and  partly  with  that  we  built  the  reservoir  which  cost  £13,500. 

5490.  For  3,028,000  gallons  ? — 'Yes. 

5491.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  reservoir? — It  is  built  of  cement  concrete. 

5492.  On  rock  ? — No,  it  has  a  clay  bed. 

5493.  Has  it  stood  well  ? — Very  well,  indeed. 

5494.  No  leakage  ? — No. 

5495.  And  how  is  the  water  led  out  ? — By  distributing  pipes. 

5496.  No  syphon  ?— No,  there  is  one  syphon  lower  down,  but  no  syphon  proper. 

5497.  But  it  cannot  be  enlarged  so  as  to  take  the  Noord  Hoek  water? — No. 

5498.  So  that  if  you  had  to  utilize  the  Noord  Hoek  scheme,  you  would  have  to 
build  a  new  reservoir  for  the  water  ? — Of  course,  if  we  want  to  store  it  we  would  have 
to  build  another  reservoir,  but  the  quantity  which  we  can  get  from  there  would  not 
render  it  necessary  to  have  large  storage. 

5499.  Mr.  Laurence .]  Who  was  the  engineer  of  the  Simonstown  Waterworks? — 
Mr.  Stewart. 

5500.  Mr.  Stewart .]  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  cost  of  that  reservoir  exceeded  the 
estimate  very  considerably  ? — Yes,  by  about  £3,000. 

5501.  It  is  a  reservoir,  I  think,  that  the  Council  would  not  care  to  repeat? — No. 

5502.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  more  a  service  than  a  storage  reservoir  ? — Yes. 

5503.  It  would  be  compared  with  a  service  reservoir? — At  the  time  when  we 
built  it,  we  thought  that  it  would  be  sufficient  for  our  requirements,  but  at  the  rate  we 
have  increased  it  has  developed  into  a  service  reservoir  rather  than  being  a  storage 
reservoir. 

5504.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Why  would  you  not  care  to  repeat  it? — Because  the  cost  of 
construction  compared  with  the  quantity  of  water  conserved  is  too  great. 

5505.  Who  is  responsible  for  the  advice  ? — It  was  absolutely  necessary,  and  it  was 
our  only  source. 

5506.  Force  of  circumstances  ? — Yes. 

5507.  It  was  not  bad  advice  ? — No,  not  at  all.  We  wanted  the  water  and  we  had 
to  do  something. 

5508.  Chairman.]  Looking  at  this  and  every  related  question  from  the  point  of 
view  of  amalgamation  of  two  or  more  Municipalities,  do  you  see  any  chance  in  this 
direction  by  assistance  from  Simonstown  ? — None  whatever.  The  position  of  Simons¬ 
town  is  so  unique  that  it  would  be  impossible. 

5509.  Mr.  Lawrence. ]  Not  even  with  Kalk  Bay? — No;  jou  see  again  that  our 
Imperial  interests  debar  us  from  going  in  with  Kalk  Bay,  and  Kalk  Bay  would  not 
come  in  either. 

5510.  Chairman.']  Would  it  be  of  advantage  to  either  of  the  places  if  you  could 
combine  ? — Not  at  all. 

5511.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Geographically,  Kalk  Bay  comes  more  into  the  Constantia 
area,  and  would  more  naturally  join  on  to  Wynberg  ? — Yes,  there  are  physical  diffi¬ 
culties  ;  we  are  divided  from  one  another. 

5512.  Chairman.]  Now,  in  the  matter  of  the  future  of  the  Divisional  Council  of 
the  Cape  Division,  I  think  you  said  that  you  were  a  member  of  that  body  ? — Yes. 

5513.  And  you  were  present  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Cape  Divisional  Council 
held  on  the  10th  April  last? — Yes. 

5514.  And  you  are  aware  that  at  that  meeting  a  resolution  was  adopted  which 
was  moved  by  Mr.  O’Reilly  and  seconded  by  yourself,  as  follows  : — “  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Council,  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  abolition  of  the  Divisional  Council. 
And  therefore  this  Council  recommend  to  the  Government  that  the  scope  of  the  Cape 
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Jr  ^r-  Peninsula  Commission  be  extended  to  inquire  into  the  advisability  of  the  proposed 
——  "" County  Council  taking  over  the  control  of  all  the  roads  within  the  Cape  Division ;  also 
2ml  May,  1902.  having  regard  to  the  rapid  expansion  of  buildings  outside  Municipal  areas,  that  proper 
sanitary  control  be  exercised  over  such  rural  areas  ”  ? — Yes. 

55  15.  Would  you  tell  us  shortly  what  were  your  reasons  for  concurring  in  a 
proposition  for  the  abolition  of  the  Divisional  Council  ?  With  that  resolution  had  you 
in  view  simply  the  case  of  the  Cape  Division  or  the  Divisional  Councils  generally 
throughout  the  Colony  ? — My  own  opinion  is  that  Divisional  Councils  through  nit  the 
Colony  should  be  done  away  with.  They  have  had  their  day,  and  they  are  really  not 
of  as  much  use  now  as  they  were  before.  Besides  the  railways  of  the  country  are 
extending  so  much  throughout,  that  I  see  no  reason  why  the  Government  should  not 
maintain  the  roads.  After  all  they  are  the  highways  of  the  country  and 
they  are  necessary  to  feed  the  railways  with  the  commerce  of  the  country ; 
and  from  this  point  of  view  also  that  the  expenditure  is  enormous.  If  you 
take  the  Gazette  of  the  31st  December  last  you  will  find  a  statement  published 
by  the  Divisional  Councils  in  the  Colony  giving  their  revenue  and  expenditure, 
and  you  will  see  from  that  that  fully  one-fifth  of  their  revenue  is  appropriated  in 
salaries,  office  rents,  collecting  charges,  and  so  on.  That  I  consider  is  enormously 
disproportionate  from  what  it  ought  to  be.  Then,  I  think  also  that  if  you  refer  to  the 
reports  of  Select  Committees,  you  will  find  that  these  reports  are  generally  in  favour  of 
doing  away  with  the  Divisional  Councils. 

5516.  But  now  you  must  put  something  in  their  place  ? — Quite  so  ;  I  recognize 
that,  and  with  regard  to  the  roads  the  Grovernment  could  take  over  the  roads.  It  does 
not  require  a  body  of  twelve  or  fifteen  men  sitting  around  a  table  to  look  after  the 
roads. 

5517.  Would  not  that  apply  to  the  Municipal  Council  in  regard  to  Municipal 
government  as  well  ? — The  Municipality  has  not  simply  to  deal  with  one  matter.  They 
have  sanitary  matters,  water  supply,  drainage,  and  so  on,  whereas  the  Divisional 
Council  has  only  the  construction  of  roads. 

5518.  Are  they  not  concerned  with  health  matters? — They  are  supposed  to  be, 
but  they  have  no  power.  They  cannot  levy  rates. 

5519.  Is  that  so  ;  the  Divisional  Council  oan  levy  health  rates  ? — Yes,  but  they 
have  practically  no  machinery  by  which  they  could  put  their  powers  into  operation. 

5520.  They  can  exercise  their  powers  ? — No,  they  cannot. 

5521.  The  general  opinion  is  that  their  powers  are  not  large  enough? — Take  the 
Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape ;  outside  the  Municipal  areas  you  would  have  them 
levying  a  rate  on  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cape  Division  who  would  have  to 
pay  for  the  advancement  of  part  of  the  rural  area,  so  that  the  thing  would  become 
impracticable, 

5522.  But  you  must  have  another  body  in  their  place  ;  some  kind  of  Board  ? — 
Yes,  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  the  Board  or  Council  which  the  Resolution  there  indicated 
cannot  be  constructed,  something  will  be  necessary  for  dealing  with  the  districts  outside 
the  Municipal  areas,  otherwise  these  districts  would  become  a  danger  to  the 
Municipalities. 

5523.  Well,  I  presume  you  will  agree  with  me  that  it  would  not  help  us  to  bring 
a  new  Board  into  existence  for  the  sake  of  getting  the  new  '-name  of  County  Council 
for  Divisional  Council  ? — No. 

5524.  Divisional  Councils  have  been  in  existence  some  thirty  years  longer  than 
County  Councils,  and  should  we  not  rather  try  to  work  the  Divisional  Councils  up 
to  a  high  standard  ? — If  we  cannot  get  Grovernment  to  take  over  the  roads,  then  of 
course  I  would  advocate  the  enlargement  of  the  scope  of  the  Divisional  Councils. 

5525.  You  are  aware  that  a  Government  department  controlled  the  roads  at  one 
time  ? — Yes. 

5526.  And  gave  it  up  ? — No,  not  entirely,  some  country  roads  are  controlled  by 
the  Government  now. 

5527.  You  are  thinking  of  inspections  of  main  roads  in  the  divisions? — Yes. 

5528.  Whatever  Board  is  set  up  for  local  government,  I  presume  you  would  be  in 
favour  of  its  being  an  elective  board  ? — Yes. 

5529.  That  brings  us  back  practically  to  the  Divisional  Council  ? — Yes. 

5530.  So  that  the  question  really  comes  to  be,  what  additional  powers  should  be 
given  to  the  Divisional  Council,  and  what  powers  should  be  taken  away  from  them  ? — 
I  see  it  is  suggested  that  with  this  amalgamation  there  should  be  a  Board  of  W orks  for 
controlling  drainage,  water  and  light,  and  I  think  those  three  things  could  be  done 
cheaper  than  the  Municipalities  could  do  them.  I  should  therefore  give  the  recon¬ 
structed  Council  the  power  to  control  these  three  things,  and  if  the  Government  won’t 
take  over  the  roads  then  give  them  the  roads  as  well ;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  1  would 


give  them  sanitary  matters  outside  of  the  Municipal  area,  and,  of  course,  in  that  case 
they  will  have  to  have  rating  powers  to  rate  in  those  areas. 

5531.  That  would  bring  your  extra  Municipal  ratepayers  into  conflict  with  your 
Municipal  ratepayers  proper,  because  according  to  that,  householders  and  ratepayers 
outside  your  Municipality  would  elect  members  to  tho  Board  who  are  going  to  control 
water,  drainage,  and  lighting  and  other  things  inside  your  Municipality? — Yes,  that 
is  so. 

5532.  What  advantage  would  you  gain  ? — There  would  be  the  disadvantage  of 
this  conflict  between  the  rural  and  urban  ratepayers,  but  at  the  same  time  we  could  give 
to  them  some  sanitary  control  over  those  rural  areas. 

5533.  That  could  be  done  by  giving  an  increased  power  to  the  Divisional  Council 
or  reformed  Divisional  Council  ? — Then  we  would  get  hack  to  the  question  of  Municipal 
roads  passing  through  Municipal  areas. 

5534.  Will,  we  are  coming  to  that;  supposing  that  tho  resolution  which  was 
carried  at  the  Conference  of  Municipal  Delegates  was  given  effect  to  ? — I  think  it 
would  work  very  unfairly  towards  the  Municipalities.  That  resolution-  proposes 
to  relieve  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  roads  passing  through  Municipal  areas,  whilst 
at  the  same  time  the  Municipalities  would  have  to  contribute  towards  the  upkeep  of 
roads  outside  their  areas,  and  I  maintain  that  that  would  be  unfair. 

5535.  That  is  the  principle  that  applies  right  through  the  whole  Colony  ? — Why 
should  the  Municipalities  take  the  burden  of  relieving  the  country  neighbours  ? — Tho 
farmers  have  the  benefit  of  passing  over  the  roads  through  the  Municipalities,  and  they 
don’t  contribute  towards  that ;  then  why  should  the  town  support  country  roads  ? 

5536  Of  course  there  is  believed  to  be  a  grievance  in  that  connection,  but  do  not 
you  think  it  on  the  whole  a  fair  thing  that  the  wealthier  part  of  the  population  of 
towns  should  assist  the  sparse  population  of  the  country  in  the  maintenance  of  their 
roads  ?  In  other  words,  do  you  think  it  possible,  with  the  sparse  population  we  have  in 
the  country  districts  in  this  Colony,  and  even  in  the  Cape  Division,  that  their  property 
could  bo  so  rated  as  to  yield  a  revenue  sufficient  to  maintain  their  roads  as  we  should 
like  to  see  them  ? — No ;  and  that  is  why  I  sav  that  the  Government  should  take  over 
the  control  and  the  management  of  these  roads  throughout  the  country. 

5537.  Ttiat  is  your  firm  opinion  ? — I  think  it  is  more  just. 

5538.  Then  the  Government  would  have  to  levy  a  rate  ? — They  would  pay  it  out 
of  general  revenue ;  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  eouutry ;  we  would  all  be  oontri- 
buting  to  the  highways  of  the  country  then,  which  I  consider  the  proper  thing. 

5539.  But  the  Government  could  not  do  that  without  taxation  ? — Of  course  it 
would  come  out  of  the  general  taxation  of  the  eouutry. 

5540.  It  is  an  old  experience  that  forty  or  fifty  years  ago  the  outlying  districts 
could  get  nothing  done  for  their  roads,  and  people  in  certain  districts  were 
constantly  clamouring  that  their  roads  were  not  nearly  good  enough  for  their 
requirements ;  and  it  came  to  this  that,  in  consequence  of  these  constant  complaints, 
the  Legislature  said,  “  Well,  we  must  have  a  Council  charged  with  the  duties  of  main¬ 
taining  these  roads,”  and  the  Divisional  Council  was  created,  and  the  outside  roads,  apart 
from  the  question  of  incidence  of  the  cost,  have  been  fairly  well  maintained  by  the 
Divisional  Council  ? — Yes,  but  at  an  enormous  cist. 

5541.  Could  not  that  be  regulate  1  in  some  way;  then  may  I  ask  you  whether, 
supposing  in  the  first  instance  you  agree  that  if  the  resolution  of  these  delegates  to 
maintain  the  main  roads  that  pass  through  the  Municipalities  at  the  expense  of  the 
Municipalities  were  adopted,  this  would  relieve  the  Municipalities  from  certain  rates 
which  the  Divisional  Council  now  impose  ? — Yes. 

5542.  And  in  the  same  way  do  you  agree  with  one  result  of  our  enquiry  in  this 
matter,  which  shows  that  in  some  Municipalities  tho  cost  of  maintaining  the  Divisional 
roads  passing  through  them  is  greater  than  the  revenue  derived  by  the  Divisional 
Council  from  the  Municipalities  on  the  Divisional  Council  valuation  of  the  property? 
— Quite  so  :  in  Simonstown  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  Divisional  road  is  about  three 
times  as  much  as  the  revenue  derived  from  there. 

5543.  Simonstown  should,  therefore,  be  a  matter  of  special  arrangement  ? — That 
unfortunately  they  cannot  arrive  at. 

5544.  Did  not  the  resolution  suggest  a  special  arrangement  could  there  be  made  ? 
— Yes,  but  it  is  a  difficult  matter. 

5545.  But  surely  you  will  not  say  that  it  passes  the  wit  of  man  to  meet  the 
difficulty  ? — That  is  so. 

5546.  But  the  other  Municipalities  again  complain  that  the  amount  of  money 
taken  from  them  is  excessive  compared  with  the  length  of  the  main  road  that  has  to  be 
kept  up  ? — Quite  so. 

5547.  Well  now,  let  us  assume  that  the  Municipalities  are  to  be  exempt  from 
Divisional  Council  rating,  that,  with  this  understanding,  the  Municipali- 
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ties  are  to  maintain  the  main  and  divisional  roads  passing  though  their 
areas,  and  that  they  would  thereby  be  relieved  from  the  rating,  to  which  they 
are  subject  in  respect  of  such  parts  of  the  main  and  divisional  roads.  Now  there  only 
remains  the  question  of  the  contribution  towards  the  upkeep  of  the  outside  roads. 
Could  not  that  be  arranged  for  on  a  basis  that  only  so  much  of  the  total  upkeep  of 
these  extra  Municipal  roads  will  be  levied  within  Municipalities  ?  Suppose,  for  instance, 
that  the  Divisional  Council  made  an  estimate  that  the  cost  of  keeping  up  the  outside 
roads  is  £12,000  a  year,  could  not  we  have  a  provision  made  that  the  total  contribution 
of  all  the  Municipalities  in  respect  of  that  cost  should  not  be  more  than,  say,  a  half  or  a 
third  of  that  amount,  thereby  necessitating  that  the  property  outside  the  Municipalities 
should  pay  a  fair  quota  towards  the  upkeep  of  the  roads  ? — Yes,  I  can  see  that  of 
course  ;  I  would  not  like  it  to  be  understood,  if  we  could  not  get  Government  to  take  over 
the  Divisional  Councils  throughout  the  Colony,  that  I  do  not  recognize  that  the  towns 
should  help  the  country  population,  beoause  that  I  am  distinctly  in  favour  of. 
But,  taking  your  figures  of  £12,000  and  the  fact  that  a  portion  is  to  be  paid  by  the 
Municipalities,  how  are  the  Municipalities  to  arrive  at  what  each  should  pay  ? 

5548.  We  are  coming  to  that  presently.  The  Divisional  Council  at  present  assess 
in  respect  of  the  extra  Municipal  roads  about  £13,000,  out  of  which  the  Municipalities 
contribute  something  like  £10,000  ? — Yes. 

5549.  And  the  Divisional  Council  as  matters  stand  have  the  right  to  come  into  the 
Municipality  and  value  their  property  ? — Yes. 

5550.  And  they  consequently  determine  the  amount  of  taxes  that  the  Munici¬ 
pality  have  to  pay  ? — Yes. 

5551.  And  they  also  value  the  properties  outside  the  Municipality,  and  conse¬ 
quently  determine  the  amount  of  taxation  that  those  properties  have  to  pay  ? — Yes. 

5552.  Now,  then,  could  not,  as  far  as  the  matter  pertains  to  the  Town  Councils, 
an  arrangement  be  arrived  at  by  saying  that  in  respect  of  the  maintenance  and  upkeep 
of  extra  Municipal  roads  throughout  the  Division,  the  Municipalities  shall  be  liable 
only  for  a  certain  amount  ?  Would  not  the  advantage  of  that  be  that  the  Divisional 
Council  would  be  obliged  to  level  up  extra  Municipal  properties  to  a  sufficient  extent  ? 
— I  don’t  think  it  is  at  all  practicable,  because  the  up-keep  of  these  roads  must  be 
derived  from  the  rates,  and  there  could  only  be  a  uniform  rate.  You  cannot  have 
one  rate  for  the  country  and  a  different  rate  for  the  towns. 

5553.  Well,  don’t  you  think  that  the  Municipalities  should  simply  make  a  contri¬ 
bution,  and  that  the  Divisional  Counoil  should  send  its  precept  to  the  Municipal 
Council  for  the  amount,  leaving  the  Municipal  Council  to  raise  the  money  as  best  they 
please  ? — On  what  basis  is  it  to  be  made  ?  The  Divisional  Council  would  say  the  value 
of  Simonstown  is  so  much  and  the  value  of  Rondebosch  is  so  muoh.  I  don’t  see  how 
it  is  going  to  be  done. 

5554.  The  Legislature  would  make  provision  that  they  should  be  liable  in  respect 
of  that  contribution  in  proportion  to  their  Municipal  valuation  ? — Yes. 

5555.  Now,  that  plan  would  keep  your  Divisional  Council  out  of  your  Munici¬ 
palities  altogether,  except  in  the  matter  of  the  contribution  required  ? — Yes. 

5556.  They  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  valuing  of  your  property  or  with  the 
rating  of  your  property,  and  they  would  simply  have  to  make  up  an  estimate  6very 
year  of  the  cost  of  constructing  and  maintaining  extra  Municipal  roads,  and  say  to  the 
Municipalities,  “  Your  contribution  is  so  much,  as  based  on  your  pro  rata  share  of  this 
expenditure  according  to  your  valuation  ”  ? — Yes,  that  seems  feasible.  I  think  it 
could  be  done. 

5557.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  some  such  plan,  or  would  you  be  in  favour  of 
this  Board  of  Works  being  set  up,  and  taking  these  things  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Divisional  Council  and  Municipalities  ? — I  should  be  in  favour  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
because  it  would  be  cheaper  for  the  ratepayers.  One  Board  to  control  all  these  things — 
drainage,  water  supply,  and  so  on — instead  of  so  many  having  their  own  staff  and 
expert  advice. 

5558.  Would  you  start  a  Board  of  Works  over  and  above  the  Municipalities, 
and  doing  these  things  over  the  Municipalities,  instead  of  having  the  Municipalities 
amalgamated,  as  far  as  possible,  and  carrying  on  their  own  works  ? — In  the  way  of 
drainage,  I  take  it,  say  from  Kenilworth  as  far  as  Woodstock  or  Mowbray,  there 
should  be  one  drainage  scheme  for  all,  and  then  the  Board  of  Works  would  take  charge 
of  that  scheme. 

5559.  Could  it  not  be  undertaken  by  a  combined  Municipality? — Oh,  yes. 

5560.  Don’t  you  think,  as  an  old  Municipal  Councillor,  that  you  would  feel  to 
some  extent  aggrieved  if  you  found  a  Board  put  over  you  to  meddle  with  your 
town  drainage,  town  water,  town  rates,  and  so  on  ;  would  you  not  rather  see  your  town 
amalgamated  with  the  others  ? — If  we  were  to  combine  the  Councils  to  construct 
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drainage  I  should  be  in  favour  of  it.  For  a  water  supply  I  should  think  a  Board 
would  be  better,  and  they  could  then  supply  the  smaller  Municipalities.  For  the 
drainage  they  could  combine  certain  areas.  For  instance,  Woodstock  might  be 
joined  on  to  Cape  Town  and  so  on.  But  there  is  one  thing  that  we  want,  and  that 
is  one  immense  water  supply  for  the  whole  of  the  Cape  Peninsula,  for  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  growth  of  the  place  will  be  very  great  in  the  next  ten  or  fifteen  years, 
and  this  Board  could  find  the  water,  and  they  could  supply  the  various  Municipalities, 
charging  them  for  the  quantity  supplied. 

5561.  Take  the  case  of  the  city  of  Cape  Town.  Do  you  think  that  the  ratepayers 
and  the  citizens  generally  would  like  a  Board  of  Works  to  be  put  over  their  Town 

•  Council? — I  don’t  think  that  the  Board  of  Works  would  be  placed  overthem  in  the  question 

of  the  water  supply.  This  Board  would  simply  find  the  water  and  supply  it,  allowing 
the  distribution  to  be  made  by  the  Town  Council,  for  which  the  Town  Council  would 
levy  a  rate.  I  don’t  see  how  it  could  clash.  It  would  supply  the  Municipalities  with 
water,  and  that  is  all  they  want. 

5562.  Your  view  would  be  mainly  then  that  the  Board  should  find  the  water  and 
construct  the  works  and  hand  them  over  to  the  Municipalities  ? — Quite  so. 

5563.  Would  you  do  the  same  thing  with  drainage  ? — Yes,  although  there  are 
more  difficulties  in  regard  to  the  drainage  ;  there  is  a  risk  of  clashing. 

5564.  Not  a  permanent  Board,  but  a  Board  to  construct  these  works  and  hand 
them  over  ? — Yes. 

5565.  But  until  all  the  Municipalities  are  combined  that  Board  would  have  to  be 
a  separate  body,  so  that  it  would  be  made  a  lever  in  the  direction  of  unification  ? — 
Quite  so. 

5566.  Do  you  think  it  is  possible  at  the  present  time  to  bring  about  an  amalgama¬ 
tion  of  two  or  more  of  these  Municipalities  lying  between  Wynberg  and  Green  Point  ? 
— I  think  so,  certainly  between  Wynberg  and  Woodstock;  there  should  be  an 
amalgamation  I  should  say  from  Kenilworth  to  Observatory  Road ;  then  Woodstock 
might  join  Cape  Town  and  Sea  Point. 

5567.  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  distinct  advantages  of  the  unification  of 
these  Municipalities  ? — Less  cost  of  officials,  a  smaller  number  of  officers,  and  only  one 
office  at  any  rate  for  the  maintenance. 

5568.  Greater  strength  to  the  bodies  themselves  ? — Yes. 

5569.  More  dignity  perhaps  ? — Yes,  perhaps  that  would  be  one  result.  It  would 
be  a  distinct  advantage  in  every  way. 

5570.  General  advantages  which  arise  from  union  ? — Quite  so  ;  we  have  too  many 
local  government  bodies.  We  have  got  Municipality,  Divisional  Council,  School  Board, 
Harbour  Board,  and  so  on,  and  I  say  that  they  certainly  might  be  controlled  by  one 
body.  Having  all  these  various  bodies  I  think  is  the  cause  that  there  is  such  a  lack  of 
interest  shown  in  the  election  of  members  of  the  local  bodies.  The  ratepayers  have  so 
often  to  elect  members,  then  for  this  and  then  for  that  body  or  board,  that  they  really 
don’t  know  where  they  are.  What  we  want  is  consolidation. 

5571.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  number  of  Councillors  that  are  engaged  in 
Municipal  affairs  betweon  Wynberg  and  Green  Point  ? — No,  I  have  not  done  so,  but  I 
know  from  past  experience  that  one  is  never  finished  with  local  affairs. 

5572.  Did  it  ever  strike  you  that  there  are  about  one  hundred  Councillors  engaged 
in  that  work  ? — I  would  not  be  surprised,  and  many  no  doubt  would  like  to  be 
relieved. 

5573.  Dr.  Gregory.']  You  said  that  you  thought  that  the  Government  should  take 
over  the  roads  and  construct  and  maintain  them.  The  difficulty  in  regard  to  that  is  the 
maintenance  of  the  bye-ways,  the  highways  are  all  right  ? — Yes. 

5574.  Do  you  think  that  the  difficulty  could  be  overcome  by  some  such  means  as 
are  now  adopted  by  the  Government  in  the  management  of  matters,  such  as  law 
matters,  where  they  appoint  a  local  resident  to  look  after  the  smaller  details  of  a 
particular  district,  viz.,  a  Field-cornet.  Supposing  the  Government  looked  after  main 
roads  and  appointed  a  Field-cornet  or  some  such  gentleman  in  the  area  to  inspect  and 
look  after  bye-roads,  and  whose  duty  it  would  also  be  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Government  what  is  required  to  be  done? — Yes;  but  I  must  say  Field-cornets  have 
not  been  a  success  in  this  country,  and  I  should  prefer  a  Government  official  like  a 
Magistrate. 

5575.  That  the  whole  thing  should  be  done  by  Government  ? — Yes. 

5576.  In  the  matter  of  public  health,  don’t  you  think  that  that  should  be  controlled 
ou  one  basis  by  one  controlling  body  in  the  Peninsula? — Well,  that  is  a  very  broad 
question  to  ask,  because  it  embraces  sanitation,  drains,  sewers,  and  all  that  kind  of 
thing. 

5577.  Quite  so ;  and  dealing  with  infectious  diseases ;  and  all  ought  to  be  done  on 
one  basis  and  worked  on  one  definite  line  ? — I  connot  quite  follow  what  you  propose  to  do. 
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Jr  ^  (>  6578.  Well,  in  tho  ]n-esent  conditions,  one  Municipality  might  take  elaborate  care  of  its 

"  Public  Health  and  carefully  deal  with  any  outbreak  of  infectious  disease,  and  the  neigh- 
■,ul  M<i>  -  1902-  bouring  Municipality  might  be  very  lax,  with  the  result  that  the  greater  part  of  the  work 
undertaken  by  the  vigilant  Municipality  is  thrown  away  and  wasted  owing  to  tho 
unsanitary  conditions  taking  place  just  over  its  border,  but  if  they  were  all  controlled 
by  one  body,  then  all  these  difficulties  would  not  occur.  Again,  suppose  it  should  be 
undertaken  by  one  body,  it  would  not  cost  as  much  as  when  taken  up  separately  ? — I 
don’t  know  whether  it  is  possible  to  work  it,  because  you  must  have  your  Municipal 
inspectors  for  the  town  and  I  don’t  see  how  you  are  going  to  have  any  governing  body. 
Take  tho  plague  in  Cape  Town.  The  Government  stepped  in  and  took  things  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  local  authorities.  It  may  be  that  the  Government  should  not  have 
done  so.  On  the  other  hand  it  may  be  that  the  Town  Council  were  too  lax.  I  don’t 
.want  to  increase  the  number  of  ho  lies  in  the  Municipalities. 

5579.  No,  no  ;  but  you  gave  to  the  Board  only  three  things  to  look  after — water, 
sewage  and  drainage,  and  lighting.  Does  it  not  seem  that  it  should  also 
have  general  public  health  matters  and  roads  and  tramways,  and  so  on  ? — Then 
you  leave  nothing  to  the  Municipalities. 

5580.  For  myself  I  would  leave  them  nothing,  but  still  that  is  not  an  argument 
that  it  could  not  be  better  done  ? — It  is  not  an  argument  beyond  taking  everything 
away,  and  there  is  nothing  left  for  them. 

5581.  But  you  think  that  could  be  better  done  ? — The  matters  that  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  are  drainage  works  and  water  works,  and  they  should  be  done  very  much  better 
and  cheaper  by  one  Board ;  but  I  don’t  think  that  the  Board  could  be  expected  to  look 
after  and  have  control  over  the  details  of  the  whole  of  the  town.  But  I  say  that  there 
should  be  a  Board  which  should  send  round  to  the  Municipalities,  and  country  districts  if 
necessary,  inspectors  to  see  whether  the  Municipalities  are  doing  their  duties. 

5582.  But  tramways  will  eventually  revert  to  the  Local  Authorities ;  surely 
that  is  a  matter  which  should  be  under  a  General  Board  ? — I  don’t  think  so. 

5583.  Would  you  have  one  portion  of  the  tramway  to  be  under  Cape  Town  as 
the  local  authority,  another  portion  under  Claremont,  another  portion  under  W  ood- 
stock,  and  so  on  ? — No,  I  don’t  think  that  the  argument  with  regard  to  water  supply 
applies  at  all  to  the  tramways.  You  would  have  one  body  who  would  find  the 
supply  of  water  for  distribution  over  the  whole  area,  but  I  don’t  see  why  you  want  a 
Board  to  control  the  tramways. 

5584.  Not  a  Board  to  control  the  tramways  when  they  revert  to  the  Government  ? 
Oh,  yes,  in  that  case,  of  course  That  must  come  sooner  or  later,  but  you  cannot  do  it 
so  quickly.  The  people  are  too  phlegmatic  here.  It  must  b'e  done  gradually. 

5585.  But  it  must  come  about  ? — Yes,  it  must  evolve  itself. 

5586.  But  assistance  could  be  given  to  evolution  ? — -Of  course  you  might  have  the 
idea  before  you  and  lead  up  to  it  gradually.  The  report  of  this  Commission  for  instance 
may  start  the  means  to  that  end. 

5587.  The  Board  would  be  created  with  a  view  that  it  should  eventually  develop 
into  one  authority  for  managing  all  the  local  matters  ? — Yes. 

5588.  But  you  said  just  now  that  the  water  scheme  when  completed  by  the  Board 
should  bo  handed  over  to  the  Municipalities  ? — No,  the  Board  would  supply  the  water 
and  charge  the  Municipalities  merely  witli  the  distribution  of  it. 

5589.  The  small  Municipalities  merely  to  distribute ;  and  the  Board  that  you 
&peak  of  is  something  that  is  going  to  enlargo  year  by  year  until  the  whole  Muni¬ 
cipal  work  ultimately  is  absorbed  by  it,  and  therefore  nothing  once  taken  up  by  this 
Board  should  be  handed  over  to  the  Municipal  authorities  again  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

5590.  Mr.  Gurney .]  Why,  if  the  public  are  too  phlegmatic  to  go  in  for  a  big  some¬ 
what  revolutionary  change,  should  this  Commission  not  regard  it  as  within  the  bouuds 
of  possibility  that  such  a  change  should  be  enforced  ? — To  make  the  Government 
popular  at  any  time,  they  should  not  go  against  the  wishes  or  sentiments  of  the  people. 

5591.  But  are  you  not  saying  that  they  are  only  too  phlegmatic  to  bring  about 
the  change,  and  not  that  they  are  so  much  opposed  to  it? — No,  I  say  they  would  be 
opposed  to  a  large  Council  it'  brought  about  suddenly  ;  it  must  be  done  gradually. 

5592.  Should  the  gradual  steps  be  rather  in  the  directiou  of  an  amalgamation  that 
gradually  abs  ;rbs  nr  re  and  more  Municipalities,  or  iu  the  direction  of  only  absorbing 
certain  of  the  resnonsibilities  of  all  Municipalities  ? — Yes,  it  would  be  gradually 
absorbing  them.  Suppose  you  have  a  radical  change  you  will  have  men  elected  who 
know  nothing  about  the  local  requirements,  and  then  you  will  have  the  people  dis- 
satified  with  your  local  government,  whereas  if  you  bring  it  about  gradually  and  took 
public  opinion  you  would  do  it  better. 

5593.  And  that  would  be  better  than  amalgamation  of  Municipalities,  and  abso¬ 
lutely  combining  them  for  all  purposes  :  take  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray,  that  could 
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be  done  as  a  preliminary  step  ? — Yes,  I  would  advocate  that  because  I  believe  they  ^ 

are  at  present  prepared  and  they  feel  the  necessity,  but  you  would  not  please  Wynberg  '  _ 1 '  ' 

by  taking  it  in,  but  in  time  it  would  come  in.  2nd  Miy,  1902. 

5594.  Would  you  consider  that  a  more  satisfactory  way  of  proceeding  rather  than 
combiningfor  certain  purposes  andnot  for  all  purposes,  that  is,  bringing  two  Municipalities 
for  instance  into  one  Board  for  water  and  drainage  and  not  for  other  things  ? — Because 
the  necessity  exists  at  the  present  time  to  have  one  large  Board  for  drainage.  The 
Municipalities  have  failed  so  far  in  having  drainage  schemes,  because  they  have  not 
rating  powers  enough  to  get  the  money,  yet  their  intei’ests  with  regard  to  drainage  are 
identical. 

5595.  So  that  your  recommendation  would  be  amalgamation  for  all  purposes  of 
certain  Municipalities,  and  placing  certain  large  questions  in  the  hands  of  a  Board 
with  a  view  to  the  ultimate  amalgamation  of  all? — Yes. 

5596.  Mr.  De  Villiers.~\  If  you  hand  over  the  roads  to  the  Government  in  the 
Cape  Division,  I  don’t  quite  understand  how  you  are  going  to  pay  for  the  rates  ? — Out 
of  the  general  revenue  of  the  Colony. 

5597.  Mr.  Stewart .]  You  are  acquainted  with  what  has  been  done  in  the  way  of 
water  supply  for  the  Municipalities  and  the  Peninsula  ? — Yes. 

5598.  And  it  has  been  within  your  knowledge  that  as  regards  the  water  supply  it 
has  been  a  race  between  adequate  works  and  increased  consumption  ? — Quite  so. 

5599.  And  increased  consumption  has  been  winniug? — Yes. 

5600.  On  that  basis  you  advocate  the  making  of  a  largo  Board  with  increased 
powers  for  obtaining  money  ? — Quite  so. 

5601.  And  you  are  aware  that  the  reason  of  some  Municipalities  not  having  been 
able  to  keep  pace  with  the  consumption  of  water  has  been  that  they  have  not  been  able 
in  the  first  case  to  borrow  sufficient  money  for  construction  purposes  ? — Yes. 

5602.  Well,  you  advocated  in  the  event  of  a  large  scheme  being  adopted  that  very 
large  provision  should  be  made  for  the  increase  in  the  future? — Yes,  decidedly. 

5603.  You  would  not  design  a  scheme  to  meet  the  immediate  requirements  or  the 
requirements  in  the  immediate  future  only  ? — No  ;  on  the  contrary,  you  would  want  a 
very  large  increase  for  the  future,  as  our  population  will  grow  to  a  considerable  extent. 

5604.  Would  you  advocate  or  recommend  that  when  a  large  scheme  has  been 
brought  in  this  scheme  of  yours  should  be  abolished  ? — The  present  local  scheme  ? 

5605.  Yes. — Yes,  I  would  advise  one  large  scheme  for  the  whole  of  the  Cape 
Peninsula. 

5606.  But  would  you  advocate  that  the  taking  of  water  from  the  existing  source 
should  be  stopped  ? — That  is  really  a  matter  for  expert  advice.  If  you  have  one  very 
large  supply  it  would  not  be  necessary  then  to  take  water  from  these  sources. 

5607.  You  will  admit  that  for  strategic  reasons  it  is  desirable  to  keep  a  water 
supply  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Town  ? — Yes. 

5608.  Assuming  that  we  have  to  go  a  considerable  distance  from  Cape  Town  for 
a  large  supply,  do  you  thiuk  it  desirable  to  have  more  than  one  pipe  line  ? — From  one 
supply  ? 

5609.  Or  from  two  supplies ;  do  you  recommend  that  we  should  have  two  pipe 
lines  ? — If  you  could  get  enough  water  from  one  supply  then  I  would  recommend  that 
you  have  one  pipe  line. 

5610.  You  would  prefer  to  have  one  large  supply  to  having  two  smaller  supplies  ? 

Yes. 

5611.  One  of  the  reasons  would  be  that  ono  line  would  be  more  easily  guarded? 

— Yes. 

5612.  I  don’t  know  whether  you  are  aware  that  in  the  large  scheme  that  they  are 
proposing  for  bringing  water  to  London  from  Wales,  that  has  been  borne  in  mind? — I 
am  not  aware  of  that,  i  n  connection  with  the  borrowing  powers,  I  should  say  that  the 
Local  Municipalities  should  have  much  larger  powers  than  they  possess  at  present,  and 
that  money  borrowed  and  spent  on  the  reproductive  works  should  not  be  reckoned  in 
their  borrowing  powers  on  the  basis  of  ten  times  their  annual  revenue.  For  instance, 
a  Municipality  might  be  in  a  position  to  go  in  for  a  water  supply  which  would  bring  in 
a  revenue  that  would  cover  the  interest  on  the  outlay  and  pay  for  working  expenses, 
and  there  would  be  no  further  tax  upon  the  residents,  but  because  that  is  taken  in 
their  borrowing  powers,  which  are  limited,  they  are  debarred  from  carrying  out  such 
works. 

5612(ah  Chairman .]  Are  not  these  powers  different  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  ? — No,  I  don’t  think  so. 

5613.  To  what  extent  would  you  limit  the  borrowing  powers  of  a  Municipality  ? — 

I  should  say  that  they  should  go  in  for  self-supporting  works,  and  that  that  should  be 
deducted  from  their  borrowing  powers;  besides  the  water  supply,  the  Municipality 
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might  go  in  for  building  nrtizans’  dwellings  whioh  would  bring  in  a  sufficient  rental  to 
pay  expenses,  and  the  interest  and  go  towards  redeeming  the  debt,  and  that  should  not 
be  an  item  against  the  borrowing  powers. 

5614.  But  does  it,  as  a  matter  of  faot?  Supposing  that  Municipality  “  A  ”  has 
already  borrowed  to  the  fullest  extent  under  the  Act  of  1882,  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  them  raising  money  again  for  waterworks  ? — Oh,  yes  ;  they  cannot  go  beyond  the 
limit  of  ten  times  the  annual  revenue. 

5615.  But  it  has  been  held  that  water  revenue  is  not  part  of  that  revenue  ? — No, 
I  hold  that  all  revenue  should  be  included,  and  that  they  cannot  go  beyond  the  ten 
times  annual  revenue. 

5616.  Asa  matter  of  fact  you  hold  that  the  clause  in  the  Municipal  Act  prevents 
them  doing  that  ? — Undoubtedly.  Instance  the  case  I  quoted  with  regard  to  the 
artisans’  dwellings. 

5617.  But  does  that  not  arise  from  the  fact  that  the  Municipal  Act  does  not 
empower  them  to  raise  money  for  that  particular  purpose  ? — No. 

5618.  There  are  certain  purposes  set  down  in  the  Act  for  which  money  may  be 
raised.  Water  is  amongst  them,  but  artizans’  cottages  is  not  stipulated  ? —I  merely 
gave  that  as  an  instance  of  a  reproductive  work  that  should  not  be  included  against 
the  borrowing  powers. 

5619.  They  would  have  to  go  to  Parliament? — That  means  that  the  Act  is 
defective. 

5620.  Mr.  Gurney.']  But  is  it  not  the  case  that  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  such  a 
purpose  of  spending  money  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Act  ?  Is  it  not  the  fp,ct  that  the 
erection  of  artizans’  buildings  is  not  mentioned  ? — Well,  I  say  it  is  not  mentioned  in 
the  Act,  but  the  principle  is  the  same. 

5621.  You  argue  generally  ? — Yes. 

5622.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Is  it  not  rather  due  to  a  defect  in  the  Bill,  which  says  that 
you  shall  have  borrowing  powers  on  the  same  basis  as  the  Municipal 
Act,  really  intending  those  borrowing  powers  to  be  additional,  whereas  they  are  only 
part  ? — Under  the  Publio  Health  Act  and  Municipal  Act  of  1898  they  are  all  defective. 

5623.  Don’t  you  think  that  the  borrowing  powers  of  the  Municipality  should  be 
unlimited,  provided  they  get  the  sanction  of  the  ratepayers  and  the  Government  ? — Yes, 
that  would  be  a  sufficient  check  upon  the  debt. 

5623  (a)  The  lenders  would  look  after  the  security  ? — Yes. 

5624.  Mr.  Gurney.]  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  regard  the  water  rate 
as  not  included  in  the  revenues  of  the  Council  for  borrowing  purposes  ? — No,  water  is 
included  as  part  of  the  revenue. 

5625.  Chairman.]  There  seems  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion? — Water  revenue  is 
included. 

5626.  Mr.  Gurney.]  Revenue  from  all  sources  ? — Yes. 

5627.  Dr.  Gregory.  ]  Is  it  not  within  your  experience  that  local  authorities  have 
put  items  such  as  receipts  from  sale  of  land  into  their  revenues  that  properly  should 
not  go  in,  in  order  to  increase  their  borrowing  powers  ? — I  don’t  see  how  they  could 
do  it  with  honest  book  keeping. 

5628.  Mr.  Stewart.]  The  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1882  may  be  sufficient  for  small 
up-countrj  towns,  but  it  is  not  adequate  for  progressive  towns? — No  ;  a  great  many  of 
the  Municipal  Acts  could  be  consolidated  into  one.  And  we  want  several  ohanges 
in  that  direction  bffh  in  regard  to  construction  of  roads  and  water.  For  instance,  when 
a  new  area  is  sold  I  maintain  that  not  a  single  house  should  be  put  up  until  the  roads 
are  made  and  the  drains  are  laid,  and  there  should  be  a  clause  in  the  Act  that 
proprietors  should  be  compelled  to  pay  towards  the  construction  of  these  drains. 

5629.  Chairman.]  In  respect  of  the  borrowing  powers  of  Municipalities,  you  hold  that 
where  the  Act  provides  that  they  could  raise  a  loan  ten  times  the  amount  of  your  last 
annual  revenue,  every  source  of  revenue  is  included  ? — -Yes  ;  for  instance,  if  you  go  to 
the  bank  to  g*-t  an  overdraft  the  bank  will  ask  for  your  last  staten.  en*-,  and  they  will 
see  that  every  item  is  included  in  the  revenue. 

The  Honourable  Alexander  Wilmot ,  M.L.C.,  examined. 

5630.  Chairman.]  You  are  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council  ? — Yes. 

5631.  And  you  have  been  a  long  time  resident  in  the  Colony  ? — Yes 

5632.  I  understand  that  you  have  made  a  special  study  of  the  suitability  of  the 
Divisional  Councils  for  their  function  in  the  Colony  generally? — Yes,  I  have. 

5633.  Will  you  kindly  favour  the  Commission  with  your  views,  particularly  with 
legard  to  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape,  to  which  the  scope  of  this  Commission  is 
limited?  However  interesting  it  may  be  to  enter  into  the  wider  question,  we  should 
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like  to  confine  ourselves  as  much  as  possible  to  the  Divisional  Council  of  the 
Cape? — Well,  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  there  is  a  proved  necessity  that  the, 
Government  should  take  over  all  the  main  roads  of  the  Colony,  and  I  would  refer  you 
in  that  behalf  to  a  report  of  a  Select  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council,  of  which  I' 
think  I  was  tho  Chairman.  We  took  a  good  deal  of  important  evidence  on  the  same 
subject  I  do  not  wish  to  trouble  you  with  all  the  arguments  there  brought  forward, 
but  they  were  rather  of  a  cogent  character,  and  it  is  proved  that  main  roads  are  neg¬ 
lected  by  the  Divisional  Council,  the  people  taking  no  interest  in  their  maintenance.  I 
think  it  is  simply  preposterous  that  main  roads  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Divisional 
Counoil. 

5634.  You  are  aware  of  the  very  great  difference  iu  respect  of  these  matters  in 
the  Cape  Division  ? — Yes. 

5635.  For  instance,  a  main  road,  practically  a  street,  stretches  from  Green  Point 
to  Wynberg? — Yes. 

5636.  It  is  practically  a  street  of  one  town  ? — Yes. 

5637.  Then  again  you  have  the  Divisional  Council  consisting  of  fourteen 
members,  twelve  of  whom  are  elected  by  and  live  within  the  Municipalities? — Yes. 

5638.  Then  you  have  the  bulk  of  the  Divisional  Council  revenue  derived  from 
these  Municipal  areas  ? — Yes. 

5639.  I  suppose  about  nine-tenths  of  it? — Yes,  you  have  a  complicated  subject 
to  consider. 

5640.  You  have  about  one-quarter  of  the  total  revenue  of  the  Council  expended 
on  the  outside  Municipal  road ;  but  only  something  like  one-twentieth  raised  from 
rates  iu  the  extra  Municipal  districts  ? — Quite  so. 

5641.  So  that  you  have  here  a  set  of  circumstances  that  are  unique  so  far  as  the 
Colony  is  concerned  ? — Undoubtedly.  The  best  thing  would  be  to  take  away  the 
roads  from  the  Divisional  Councils  throughout  the  country,  but  that  would  be  a 
difficult  matter  to  get  through  Parliament. 

5642.  Take  the  road  or  street  from  Cape  Town  to  Wynberg,  what  advantage 
would  there  be  to  put  that  under  the  direction  of  the  Government  ? — I  don’t  say  that 
the  Government  should  make  the  roads  that  pass  through  the  Municipalities,  although 
I  must  admit  they  are  not  what  one  would  desire  them  to  be,  but  that  is  a  matter 
for  the  Government  to  arrange  with  the  Municipalities. 

5643  Well  now,  supposing,  as  you  say,  that  the  Divisional  Councils  throughout 
the  Colony  were  to  be  put  into  the  melting  pot,  what  do  you  propose  to  set  up  for 
Local  Government  in  their  stead  ? — -I  don’t  say  another  Local  Government  outside  the 
Municipal  areas ;  there  it  will  be  under  the  general  Government. 

5644.  Health  matters  ? — General  Government,  I  suppose. 

5645.  Do  you  think  that  would  answer  in  this  country  ? — I  am  laying  stress  on 
taking  the  main  roads  from  the  Divisional  Council ;  they  have  not  proved  themselves 
able  to  manage  the  roads. 

5646.  Then  you  would  still  retain  the  Divisional  Councils? — Yes,  they  are  a 
jobbing  lot,  perhaps,  but  they  are  better  than  nothing. 

5647.  For  what  purposes  would  you  retain  them  ?— For  Divisional  roads. 

5648.  Can  you  give  us  any  reason  or  any  explanation  of  why  you  consider  the 
Divisional  Council  such  a  poor  lot? — Well,  if  you  take  the  Auditor-General’s  report 
and  read  the  evidence  he  gave  before  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
you  will  be  able  to  see  the  reasons.  If  I  were  allowed  I  could  tell  you  a  good  many 
strange  things. 

5649.  Comparisons  are  invidious,  but  you  would  not  include  the  Cape  Divisional 
Council  iu  that  category  of  being  a  poor  lot.  They  have  done  their  work  fairly  well  ? 
— Yes,  I  am  opposed  to  the  system,  not  the  men. 

5650.  Are  you  opposed  to  Local  Government  of  any  kind  ? — It  is  a  failure  in  this 
country  and,  I  say,  take  the  main  roads  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Divisional  Council.  I 
say  no  more  than  that. 

5651.  Then  I  understand  you  mean  that  with  that  exception  you  would  continue 
the  functions  of  the  Divisional  Council  very  much  as  they  are  ? — Oh,  yes. 

5652.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  throw  out  with  special  reference  as  to  how  the 
constitution  of  the  Divisional  Council  might  be  mended? — Take  main  roads  from 
them  ;  that  is  all. 

5653.  That  would  not  affect  the  constitution  ? — I  cannot  give  any  suggestion.  I 
am  not  sufficiently  cognisant  of  it. 

'  5654V  Do  you  think  it  is  fair  that  the  Municipalities  in  the  Cape  Division  should 

pay  anything  towards  the  upkeep  of  the  outside  roads? — Oh  yes,  I  think  it  is  fair. 

5655.  Well,  if  that  is  fair,  do  you  see  any  disability  affecting  Municipal  Councils  in 
the  method  of  raising  that  contribution  at  present ;  that  is  to  say,  do  you  think  it  fair 
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that  the  Divisional  Council  should  have  the  rating  of  the  Municipal  properties  and 
4  «*■  titHot,  assess  ihe  rate  thereon  ? — No,  there  I  think  a  new  statute  would  make  a  useful 
ml  May,  1902.  regulation. 

5656.  In  what  direction  ? — In  some  such  direct  ion  as  the  house  tax.  If  a  person  does 
not  nay  on  a  certain  date,  then  charge  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  p9r  cent  That  interest 
would  cover  the  expenses  of  collection,  which  should  not  fall  on  the  taxpayer  but  upon 
the  recalcitrant  person  who  does  not  pay  in  time. 

5657.  I  am  speaking  more  of  the  method  by  which  the  Divisional  Council  is  to 
get  its  revenue  inside  Municipalities? — I  should  think  by  having  some  arbitration 
system.  A  new  statute  would  be  required  for  that. 

5658.  Would  you  then  be  in  favour  of  the  Municipality  making  its  contribution 
out  of  revenue  in  bulk  ? — Yes. 

5659.  And  that  the  required  sum  should  be  distributed  amongst  the  several 
Municipalities  of  the  Cape  Division  in  due  proportion  to  the  Municipal  valuation? — 
No  doubt  ;  and  I  woidd  like  to  say  that  there  should  be  only  one  valuation  and  not 
two.  It  is  a  very  expensive  system. 

5660.  Do  away  with  the  Divisional  Couucil  valuation  within  Municipalities  ? — 

Yes. 

5661.  With  reference  to  the  constitution  of  the  Divisional  Councils  themselves, 
could  you  make  any  suggestion  as  to  the  method  by  which  these  Divisional  Counoils 
should  be  elected? — No,  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  matter. 

5662.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  good  thing  for  such  bodies  to  have  an  official  chairman  ? 
— No,  I  think  there  should  be  an  elective  chairman. 

5663.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  possible  or  probable  that  the  fact  that  all  Divisional 
Councils,  including  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape,  have  an  official  chairman, 
accounts  for  some  of  the  defects  they  show  ? — It  is  possible  that  it  may  be  sc. 

5664.  Looking  at  human  nature  generally,  don’t  you  think  that  a  person  becomes 
a  member  of  such  a  body,  looking  at  it  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  prestige  of  and 
position  given  him  befure  his  fellow  men  ? — Of  oourse,  it  is  partly  so. 

5665.  It  is  always  a  point  with  a  townsman  when  he  becomes  a  Councillor  to  look 
forward  to  becoming  Mayor  ? — Yes ;  and  the  Civil  Commissioner,  who  is  the  Chairman 
of  the  Divisional  Council,  goes  along  quietly,  being  paid  his  salary,  and  often  doing  his 
duty  in  a  sort  of  perfunctory  manner. 

5666.  This  then  is  one  direction  in  which  the  constitution  might  be  amended  ? — 

Yes. 

5667.  These  bodies  would  be  better  if  they  had  an  elective  head,  who  would  be  as 
it  were  the  head  of  the  district  outside  the  official  sphere  ? — Yes. 

5668.  Quite  an  analogous  position  to  that  of  the  Mayor  in  the  town  ? — Exactly. 

5669.  Mr.  Gurney .]  You  are  aware  that  very  many  of  those  irregularities 
among  Divisional  Councils  discovered  by  the  Auditor-General  from  time  to  time,  to 
which  you  referred  just  now,  the  Civil  Commissioner  forms  a  very  important  element 
in  ultimately  tracing  these  matters  to  light  ? — As  Magistrate  do  you  mean  ? 

5670.  As  Chairman,  and  serving  as  the  connecting  link  between  the  Government 
and  the  Divisional  Council  ? — An  elective  chairman  could  do  the  same. 

5671.  But  one  of  the  difficulties  in  the  country  has  been,  as  you  are  aware,  and 
which  is  referred  to  in  the  evidence  of  this  Committee  of  1898,  that  in  the  Divisional 
Council  in  some  places  there  are  officials  who  are  all  more  or  less  related  ? — Yes ; 
unfortunately  that  is  so. 

5672.  And  the  Civil  Commissioner  is  put  in  as  chairman  as  a  man  who  is 
independent  of  the  Council  ? — It  is  very  damnatory  to  the  institution,  I  must  admit. 

5673.  Do  you  then  think  it  is  desirable  to  take  him  away  ? — Well,  I  am 
strongly  in  favour  of  having  a  chairman  who  is  not  an  official. 

5674.  You  will  acknowledge  that  there  are  arguments  against  it  ? — Oh  yes,  and 
powerful  arguments  against  it. 

5675.  Well  now,  in  the  matter  to  which  you  referred,  the  Auditor-General’s 
report  showed  that  the  cost  of  administration  was  an  average  of  about  22  per  cent,  of 
the  expenditure  on  roads,  and  you  made  indirect  reference  to  that,  but  of  course  you 
are  aware  that  it  does  not  bear  any  such  proportion  in  the  Cape  Division  ? — I  did  not 
know,  but  I  am  glad  to  hear  it. 

5676.  So  that  when  you  are  speaking  of  Divisional  Councils  generally,  I  think  you 
will  admit  that  the  Cape  Divisional  Council  does  not  deserve  to  be  labelled  with  that 
general  language  that  one  would  apply  to  the  Councils  out  of  the  Cape  Division  ? — 
Oh,  yes ;  it  is  the  fault  of  the  system,  not  of  the  men. 

5677.  You  were  not  referring  to  the  Cape  Division  particularly,  but  your 
reference  was  general  ? — Yes. 


5678.  At  the  same  time  you  are  aware  that  the  Divisioual  Council  of  the  Cape 
has  practically  signed  its  own  death  warrant.  It  has  advocated  its  own  abolition? 
— They  are  honest  people.  I  heard  something  about  it,  though. 

5679.  Mr.  Lawrence .]  You  said  that  the  Municipal  Councils  are  a  poor  lot? — 
Yes,  that  is  my  opinion  to. tell  you  the  truth. 

5680.  Have  you  got  anything  that  you  could  recommend  as  a  substitute  for 
them  ? — I  should  recommend  the  people  to  put  in  good  men. 

5681.  You  don’t  object  to  the  system? — No. 

56^2.  I  thought  you  said  just  now  that  you  did  not  object  to  the  men,  but  the 
sj'stem  ?— No,  it  is  the  system  of  the  Divisional  Council.  I  say,  put  in  good  men, 
the  same  as  you  are  doing  now. 

5683.  With  regard  to  the  management  of  the  local  affairs  in  the  Peninsula 
here  have  you  formed  any  idea  with  regard  to  the  amalgamation  of  the  Municipali¬ 
ties? — I  am  not  sufficiently  cognisant  of  the  subject. 

5684.  You  would  not  hand  the  whole  thing  over  to  the  Divisional  Council?  — 
Not  to  the  Divisional  Council  as  at  present  constituted ;  oh,  no. 

5685.  Would  you  want  a  new  body  ? — I  am  not  sufficiently  cognisant  of  the 
subject  to  say.  You  might  take  the  opinion  of  the  people. 

5686.  You  mean  of  the  eight  or  nine  Municipalities  ? — The  local  people. 

5687.  Have  you  given  any  thought  on  the  question  of  Local  Self-Government  ? 
— Yes,  I  have. 

5688.  We  want  your  views  on  that? — Well,  I  have  expressed  my  views  so  far  as 
Divisional  Councils  are  concerned. 

5689.  Not  now? — Oh,  yes,  in  reply  to  the  Chairman. 

5690.  Mr.  Gurney.  ]  You  said  that  Local  Government  was  not  successful  ? — I  say 
that  the  main  roads  should  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Divisional  Councils ;  so  far  as 
Municipalities  are  concerned,  I  don’t  say  that  they  should  have  no  power  at  all,  but  that 
people  have  reason  to  complain. 

5691.  Mr.  Lawrence .]  Have  you  anything  to  say  on  the  question  of  amalgamating 
larger  interests? — Well,  1  am  afraid  of  speaking  unless  I  know  more  about  the 
matter.  I  could  not  answer  your  question  in  a  definite,  clear  way  that  would  be 
satisfactory  to  you.  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  subject. 

5692.  Chairman .]  Mr.  Gurney  just  now  asked  you  a  question  with  regard  to 
the  resolution  passed  by  the  Divisional  Council  in  favour  of  its  own  abolition. 
Would  you  still  be  in  favour  of  some  kind  of  Council  in  its  place  ? — I  am  in  favour 
of  a  Council  for  divisional  roads. 

5693.  In  other  words,  you  must  have  a  Council  ? — Yes. 

5694.  And  you  must  have  an  elective  Council  ? — Oh,  yes ;  leave  them,  but  take 
away  the  main  roads. 

5695.  And,  if  necessary,  give  them  the  powers  to  deal  with  other  matters  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  deal  with,  in  the  hope  of  better  men  comiug  forward  to 
administer  more  competently  ? — It  seems  to  be  the  wisest  plan  so  far  as  1  can  see. 
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Dr.  William  Walter  Stoney  examined. 

5696.  Chairman .J  Your  name,  please  ? — William  Walter  Stouey. 

5697.  You  are  a  medical  man  and  at  present  District  Surgeon  of  Kimberley  ?  — 

5698.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  Colony  ? — Six  years. 

5699.  You  had  to  do  with  Plague  Administration  in  this  neighbourhood  ? — Yes. 

5700.  How  long  were  you  engaged  on  that  work  ?- -Eight  months. 

5(01.  Engaged  by  the  Colonial  liovernment  ? — Yes. 
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5702.  Who  issued  orders  or  instructions  to  you  in  connection  with  that  work  f — 
T  held  the  office  of  Assistant  Director,  and,  of  course,  received  instructions  from  the 
Director-in-Chief. 

5703.  Who  was  the  Director-in-Chief? — Dr.  Gregory. 

5704.  Generally  you  co  operated  with  Dr.  Gregory  in  carrying  out  the  duties  in 
connection  with  the  plague  ? — Yes. 

5705.  Now,  in  what  area  were  your  duties  carried  on — in  Cape  Town  or  in  the 
suburbs  ? — They  were  chiefly  connected  with  the  Central  Office,  and  in  that  way  I  had 
the  supervision  of  the  work,  more  particularly  in  Cape  Town  and  the  suburbs. 

5706.  Did  you  find  any  difficulty  in  the  execution  of  your  duties  owing  to  the 
divided  responsibilities  of  the  several  Municipalities  ?— There  was  a  certain  amount  of 
difficulty,  owing  to  the  local  authorities  not  readily  falling  into  line  with  the  sugges¬ 
tions  that  were  made,  also  due  to  the  difficulty  of  their  own  peculiar  local  conditions, 
and  their  wishing  or  preferring— probably  rightly,  to  control  their  own  affairs.  In  the 
earlier  days  of  the  plague  the  difficulties  that  arose  were  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
Municipalities  were  used  to  carrying  out  only  their  own  particular  work,  having  no 
efficieut  staff  for  a  large  work  such  as  was  suddenly  thrown  upon  them,  uamely,  the 
stamping  out  of  plague. 

,5707.  Attributable  to  the  suddenness  of  a  formidable  invasion? — That  is  very 
probably  the  case,  and  also  not  having  had  to  deal  with  such  a  serious  disease  before. 

5708.  As  far  as  your  experience  went,  the  local  bodies  showed  no  neglect  in  these 
matters  after  their  attention  h  id  been  called' to  them? — Bather  than  say  that  they 
showed  neglect,  I  would  prefer  to  say  that  they  showed  an  incapacity,  owing  to  the 
inefficiency  of  their  staff  for  coping  quickly  and  to  the  extent  that  it  was  necessary  for 
them  to  do. 

5709.  Then,  when  necessity  arose,  did  they  take  steps  to  secure  greater  efficiency  ? 
— Yes,  but  those  steps  required  time,  and  in  coping  with  an  infectious  disease,  time  is 
everything. 

5710.  But  in  the  ordinary  run  of  Municipalities,  would  you  find  a  staff  or  the 
necessary  machinery  for  dealing  with  suoh  a  sudden  invasion,  say,  of  plague  ? — No  ; 
but  there  seemed  no  elasticity  about  things — no  rapid  way  of  increasing  that  staff  so 
far  as  the  government  of  the  local  bodies  was  concerned.  Local  conditions  might  have 
been  against  it  partly  at  the  time,  so  far  as  junior  officials  were  concerned.  It  was 
rather  difficult  for  them  to  get  efficient  men  to  carry  out  the  work,  probably  owing  to 
the  state  of  the  country  at  the  time ;  men  —  really  good  men  —  could  work 
elsewhere  for  the  military.  I  am  speaking  more  of  the  conditions  at  the 
time,  and  the  expert  men  were  not  in  the  country  and  so  could  not  be  got  hold  of.  I 
may  say  that  I  am  speaking  generally  of  local  bodies. 

5711.  Then  the  Colonial  Government  stepped  in  ? — Yes. 

5712.  And  practically  took  the  whole  of  plague  administration  out  of  the  hands  of 
Local  Authorities? — -Yes,  they  were  able  to  deal  with  the  thing  with  a  firmer  ha  id. 

5713.  Now  in  respect  of  Cape  Town,  was  there  any  considerable  ineptness  shown 
by  the  Looal  Authorities  ? — -I  did  not  get  here  until  the  end  of  March,  and  within  two 
days  of  my  arrival  the  control,  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Municipality,  and 
any  controversy  there  was  had  been  going  on  previous  to  that  time. 

5714.  Do  you  know  whether,  before  the  Colonial  Government  had  stepped  in, 
there  had  been  any  friction  between  the  several  local  authorities  themselves,  such  as 
Cape  Town,  Sea  Point  and  Woodstock  ? — Do  you  mean  the  various  local  bodies  them¬ 
selves  or  between  them  and  the  Government  ? 

5715.  I  mean  inter-municipally  ? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

5716.  Was  there  any  difficulty  experienced  in  the  matter  of  a  site  for  a  Plague 
Hospital  ? — I  did  not  understand  that  there  was  a  difficulty  as  regards  the  site  of  the 
Plague  Hospital ;  that  was  decided  on  before  I  came  down. 

5717.  It  was  no  such  difficulty  that  led  to  your  appointment  ? — No. 

5718.  When  you  came  to  take  up  the  duties,  the  Colonial  Government  had  already 
taken  over?— They  were  just  about  to  take  over,  which  was  done  within  two  days  of 
my  arrival. 

5719.  If  there  had  been  any  friction  between  the  local  bodies  it  would  have  com¬ 
pelled  the  Government  to  step  in  ? — That  might  be  so. 

5720.  You  did  not  meet  with  any  serious  friction  after  you  took  over  these 
duties  ? — No,  not  between  one  local  body  and  another. 

5721.  Have  you  had  any  experience  in  the  Colony  of  difficulties  in  public  health 
matters  occurring  between  local  bodies  so  close  together  as  they  are  here  ?  — The  only 
experience  pf  similarly-placed  local  bodies  that  I  have  had  was  during  the  time  that 
I  was  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  Kimberley,  when  there  were  three  bodies The 
Town  Council  of  Kimberley,  the  Town  Council  of  Beaconstield,  and  the  Board  of 
Health  in  Kimberley. 
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5722.  Pretty  much  in  one  area? — Yes;  of  course,  the  powers  of  the  Town 
Councils  respectively  wei*e  limited  to  their  own  areas,  and  the  Board  bf  Health  had 
power  over  the  whole  area  of  the  Kimberley  district  for  certain  purposes  under  the  Health 
Act.  That  Board  was  formed  iu  1884  in  order  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  of  1883,  more  particularly  to  deal  with  small-pox  in  the  large 
mining  area  over  which  the  Local  Authorities — the  Municipalities — had  not  full 
power,  inasmuch  as  rating  powers  in  ti.eir  behalf  were  not  given  them.  Therefore  a 
separate  body  was  formed  which  had  the  rating  power  over  the  mines  and  also  over 
the  Municipal  areas  in  order  to  suppress  Infectious  Diseases.  Later  on,  when  the 
Public  Health  Acts  of  the  country  were  revised,  and  the  Act  of  1897  came  into  force, 
the  power  of  the  Local  Board  of  Health  was  somewhat  increased.  They  might  have 
dealt  with  other  matters  besides  Infectious  Diseases  to  a  certain  extent,  and  although 
the  , Municipal  Authorities  were  left  with  the  power  to  carry  out  all  their  usual  sanitary 
matters,  still  the  Board  of  Health  could,  if  the  Municipal  Authorities  failed  to  do  so, 
draw  up  regulations  and  oarry  out  certain  measures  themselves. 

5723.  From  your  experience  in  this  Colony,  as  an  Officer  of  Health,  what  do  you 
think  would  be  the  effect  of  having  in  this  neighbourhood  a  number  of  local 
authorities  ?  Do  you  think  that  health  matters  would  be  better  attended  to  if  two  or 
three  or  more  of  these  local  authorities  were  combined? — Do  you  mean  by  that  com¬ 
bining  for  all  Muhicipal  purposes,  or  do  you  mean  rather  with  regard  to  health  and 
sanitary  matters  ? 

5724.  1  will  put  it  in  this  way :  What  would  be  the  benefit  likely  to  accrue  in 
matters  of  health  administration  from  a  combination  ? — So  far  as  the  ordinary  sanitary 
matters  are  concerned,  probably  local  bodies  would  carry  them  out  fairly  efficiently,  but 
from  a  larger  point  of  view — general  schemes  for  the  suppression  of  infectious  diseases, 
water  supply,  sewerage  schemes,  and  so  on— there  could  be  little  doubt  that  a  united  body 
would  carry  out  tbe  work  much  more  efficiently  and  with  much  greater  benefit  to  the 
community  at  large  than  would  a  number  of  subsidiary  bodies.  That  is  one’s  feeling  in 
the  matter.  Of  course,  with  regard  to  the  other  matters — sanitary  and  health  matters 
merely — the  local  bodies  would  probably  do  very  well,  but  from  the  point  of  view  of 
large  schemes — such  as  water,  sewerage,  and  the  dealing  with  infectious  diseases, 
within  a  fairly  circumscribad  area,  one  governing  body  would  cope  better  with  the 
matter. 

5725.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  working  of  our  Divisional  Councils  in 
health  matters  ? — I  am  afraid  not,  because  the  Divisional  Council  of  Kimberley  was 
practically  supplanted  by  the  Board  of  Health.  That  is  the  only  Divisional  Council 
that  I  came  across,  except,  I  might  say,  the  Cape  Divisional  Council  to  a  certain 
extent,  and  there  practically  Government  took  all  the  matters  in  connection  with  the 
plague  out  of  their  hands. 

572G.  Did  no  cas^i  of  plague  occur  in  the  Cape  Division  ? — Oh  yes,  but  Govern¬ 
ment  carried  it  all  out  practically  under  one  Central  Administration,  and  it  thus  can  be 
better  carried  out  in  a  scattered  area,  when  a  number  of  men  can  be  drafted  off  as 
needed.  But  that  is  the  only  experience  I  have  had  with  the  Divisional  Councils  in 
health  matters. 

5727.  Perhaps  it  would  be  unsafe  to  reason  from  that — which  is  after  all  a  special 
experience? — Yes  perhaps  it  would.  Of  course  one  can  only  give  one’s  idea  with 
regard  to  the  combination  of  authorities  carrying  out  the  duties  in  regard  to  Health 
matters  as  compared  to  the  carrying  out  of  such  duties  by  individual  authorities. 

5728.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  powers  of  the  Divisional  Council  to  deal 
with  sanitary  matters  ? — Do  you  mean  simply  for  the  area  under  its  control  ? 

5729.  Yes,  to  deal  with  such  matters,  for  instance,  as  insanitary  dwellings. — At 
the  present  time,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  think  they  do  carry  them  out. 

5730.  You  have  not  had  practical  experience  of  Divisional  Councils  in  that  respeot  ? 
— No,  I  cannot  say  that  I  have.  My  experience  has  been  that  the  matters  were  taken 
over  by  another  body. 

5731.  Dr.  Gregory.~\  At  Kimberley,  has  the  Board  of  Health  a  staff  of  its  own  ? 
— A  small  staff. 

5732.  Could  you  tell  us  what  it  consists  of  ? — Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a  European 
Inspector,  a  Native  Insf  ector,  and  then  they  have  taken  on  another  Inspector  for 
temporary  work — that  is  all. 

5733.  Practically  it  has  no  executive  staff,  it  is  more  an  inspecting  staff  ? — Yes, 
■  and  the  Inspector  carries  out  the  disinfection. 

5734.  That  only  deals  with  infectious  diseases,  but  many  infectious  diseases  are 
dependent  on  sauitary  matters  for  their  spread,  largely,  are  they  not  ? — i'hat  is  so,  but 
then  it  is  worked  through  the  Local  Councils  who  carry  out  the  recommendation  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ir.  . .  5735-  In  y°ur  case'  wlien  you  were  Medieal  Officer  to  the  Kimberley  Board  of 

_  '  Health  you  were  also  Medioal  Officer  to  the  Kimberley  Municipality  ? — During  a 
6th  May.  1902.  period  of  my  stay  there. 

5736.  There  was  no  second  Medical  Offioer  of  Health  for  Kimberley  ? — No. 

5737.  So  that  you  have  never  had  any  opportunity  for  knowing  the  difficulties 
arising  owiug  to  dual  control  ? — No,  that  is  so. 

5738.  It  is  quite  conceivable,  is  it  not,  that  if  Kimberley  Municipality  and  the 
Beaconsfield  Municipality  have  two  separate  Medical  Officers,  friction  might  arise? — 
That  is  possible. 

5739.  Your  successor,  Dr.  Monk,  has  he  been  made  Medical  Officer  of  Kimberley? 

— Yes,  I  believe  so. 

5740.  And  that  is  the  only  way  of  working  successfully  the  present  arrangement 
from  your  experience  ? — Yes. 

5741.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  do  you  not  consider  that  the  Kimberley  Board  of 
Health  should  have  the  sanitary  control  of  the  whole  area  under  its  administration 
rather  than  cutting  up  the  work  into  two  portions  artificially  ? — Yes,  I  am  bound  to  say 
it  does  seem  as  if  it  might  be  more  efficiently  carried  out  by  one  body  rather  than  by 
dividing  it  partly,  sanitary  work  being  carried  out  by  one  body  and  work  relating  to 
infectious  diseases  carried  out  by  another.  That  certainly  seems  to  be  far  from  the 
best  and  most  efficient  way  of  doing  it.  But  I  believe  that  in  that  particular  area 
the  sole  difficulty  really  is  the  question  of  rating  power,  and  it  resolves  after  all  into  a 
matter  of  money. 

5742.  But  the  Kimberley  Board  of  Health  has  power  to  rate  ? — Yes. 

5743.  But  only  in  respect  of  infeotious  diseases  ? — That  is  so  ;  they  carry  out 
really  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1883. 

5744.  \  nd  some  of  that  money  chiefly  raised  from  rates  is  spent  by  the  Board, 
and  some  of  it  is  spent  by  the  Council  at  the  instigation  of  the  Board  ? — Yes,  the  work 
of  the  Board  carried  out  by  the  Counc  Is  in  regard  to  purely  sanitary  matters  relating 
to  infectious  diseases  which  the  Board  cannot  do  themselves.  It  is  an  arrangement 
they  have  come  to  rather  than  to  have  a  dual  staff. 

5745.  As  a  matter  of  fact  some  of  the  most  important  infectious  diseases  such  as 
typhoid  fever,  diphtheria,  infantile  diarrhoea,  and  so  on,  which  cause  great  mortality,  are 
entirely  dependent  or  almost  entirely  on  insanitary  conditions  ? — Yes. 

5746.  And  therefore  this  seems  an  anomalous  course  in  dealing  with  infectious 
diseases  to  give  only  a  measure  of  power  to  one  Local  Authority  and  to  place  the 
remainder  of  that  power  in  the  hands  of  another  Local  Authority  ? — Yes,  I  think  so ; 
but  that  is  not  the  best  arrangement. 

5747.  But  if  you  are  to  have  central  control,  it  should  be  complete  central  control 

in  regard  to  all  matters  ? — Yes,  with  that  I  quite  agree.  , 

5748.  The  necessity  for  the  Board  of  Health  in  Kimberley  was  due,  was  it  not,  to 
the  mining  areas  which  are  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  any  local  authorities  ? — That  is 
from  what  I  gather. 

5749.  And  this  Board  has  sufficient  power  to  obtain  a  revenue  from  the  mines  by 
rating  ? — Yes. 

5750.  So  that  the  genesis  of  this  Board  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  more 
efficient  control,  but  really  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  rates  from  the  mining  areas  ? 

— Of  course  you  say  “  More  efficient  control,”  and  I  should  like  to  say  with  regard  to 
that  that  the  Board  was  first  formed  in  1884. 

5751.  I  am  speaking  of  the  genesis  of  the  Board? — Yes,  principally,  and  of 
course  in  that  way  it  would  have  more  efficient  oontrol  over  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  formed,  viz.,  for  preventing  infectious  diseases,  particularly  small-pox. 

5752.  Then  in  your  opinion,  in  spite  of  being  handicapped  in  not  having  sufficient 
power,  it  is  still  better,  as  far  as  it  goes,  to  have  the  work  done  by  this  Board 
Instead  of  by  the  local  Municipalities  ? — Of  course,  the  local  conditions  have  changed 
so  very  much  since  1884  up  to  the  present  time,  that  it  would  be  rather  difficult 
to  say  whether  the  work  is  being  carried  out  in  the  same  way  now  as  in  that  time ; 
but  my  own  feeling  is  that  it  would  be  much  better  for  infectious  diseases  and  all 
sanitary  matters  to  be  carried  out  by  one  authority  rather  than  having  a  sub-division  of 
labour. 

5753.  But  then  as  a  matter  of  fac*-,  it  is  better  as  it  stands  than  if  it  were  not  there 
at  all,  that  is  what  I  mean  ? — Oh  yes,  undoubtedly. 

>754.  When  you  were  up  here  in  connection  with  the  Plague  Administration, 
Woodstock  still  carried  out  its  own  measures  for  some  little  time  after  your  arrival  ? — - 
Yes. 

5755.  And  the  fact  that  Woodstock  did  this  caused  serious  difficulties  in 
administration  ? — Yes,  it  certainly  caused  difficulties. 
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5756.  An  artificial  barrier  was  placed  at  the  Toll-gate  where  our  administration 
practically  stopped  and  Woodstock’s  began  ? — Yes,  one  case  of  disease  might  have  been  11 ' 
one  hundred  yards  from  another  case,  the  two  being  under  different  authorities  entirely.  6th 

5757.  And  the  infection  of  a  case  in  the  one  area  might  have  been  acquired  from 
a  case  in  the  other  area  ? — Yes. 

5758.  So  that  eventually  we  had  to  take  over  Woodstock  in  order  to  secure 
efficiency  and  combined  action  ? — Yes. 

5759.  Asa  matter  of  fact,  in  your  opinion,  do  you  not  think  that  where  you  have 
a  number  of  small  areas  as  those  we  have  in  the  Cape  Peninsula,  it  is  both  more 
expensive  and  less  efficient  to  have  each  managed  by  its  own  independent  authority  ? 

—  With  regaid  to  the  expense,  I  should  think  that  the  great  probability  is  that  it 
would  be  much  greater.  And  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  whatever  that  a  Central 
Board  would  do  the  work  much  more  efficiently. 

5760.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  to  take  one  item  alone— the  establishment  of  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospitals — it  is  impracticable,  is  it  not,  for  each  area  to  establish  one  ? — It 
certainly  is  in  a  sense  largely  so,  owing  to  the  contiguity  of  the  suburbs  in  the  Cape 
Peninsula. 

5761.  So  that  they  really  would  have  to  combine  or  have  no  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  at  all  ? — I  would  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that. 

5762.  That  would  be  the  effect  of  it? — By  combination  they  might  work  more 
efficiently  than  if  they  undertook  it  separately. 

5763.  It  is  within  your  knowledge  that  they  have  had  to  combine  for  a  small-pox 
hospital — at  Rentzkie’s  farm  ? — I  believe  so. 

5764.  And  that  in  regard  to  other  infectious  diseases,  Cape  Town  is  the  only  area 
that  has  a  general  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  ? — Yes,  quite  so. 

5765.  And  in  your  opinion  would  it  not  be  wise  if  there  were  a  combined  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  ? — Without  a  doubt.  You  speak  of  the  Cape  Peninsula,  of  course 

5766.  Yes. — Undoubtedly. 

5767.  And  without  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  practically  the  provisions  of 
the  Health  Act  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases,  is  rendered  nugatory — 
if  they  cannot  isolate  the  cases  ? — Yes,  it  is  largely  so,  but  I  should  not  say  entirely, 
because  there  are  many  cases  which  could  be  treated  in  their  own  homes  if  the 
accommodation  can  be  provided. 

5768.  In  diseases  like  scarlatina,  is  it  not  necessary  that  the  patient  should  be 
removed  ? — Yes,  unless,  as  I  say,  proper  provision  can  be  made  at  home  for  the  patient. 

5769.  And  that  is  very  seldom  done  ? — No. 

5770.  Dr.  Anderson.']  You  have  given  evidence  with  regard  to  the  necessity  of  a 
combination  for  the  purpose  of  providing  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  for  a  large 
number  of  authorities,  would  you  not  say  that  the  same  principle  should  apply  to  the 
provision  for  slaughter  houses? — Undoubtedly;  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing  if  one 
large  abattoir  could  be  established  for  the  whole  district. 

5771.  You  consider  that  it  would  be  of  advantage  if  the  animals  which  are 
slaughtered  are  slaughtered  in  public  slaughter-houses,  where  they  might  be  inspected  ? 

— Yes,  decidedly. 

5772.  And  it  would  be  scarcely  possible  for  each  Municipality  to  work  that  within 
its  own  boundaries  ? — I  do  not  know  with  the  present  suburban  local  authorities  that  it 
would  be  practicable  for  each  individual  one  to  have  its  own. 

5773.  You  are  in  favour  rather  of  provision  for  one  combined  slaughter-house? — 
Decidedly. 

5774.  Then  there  is  another  point  with  regard  to  the  sanitary  authorities,  do  you 
think  that  if  one  sanitary  authority  embraces  a  wide  area,  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
are  more  likely  to  perform  their  duties  with  greater  efficiency  ? — Yes,  I  think  under  one 
governing  body  these  men  would  do  their  work  better,  as  the  local  influence  of  small 
localities  would  not  be  exercised  upon  them. 

5775.  I  did  not  quite  gather  from  you  about  this  difficulty  in  Woodstock  ? — For 
sometime  Woodstock  carried  out  the  work  themselves. 

5776.  In  spite  of  the  advice  from  the  Government  officers  at  the  time  ? — Yes. 

5777.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  Wynberg  ran  its  own  show  when  the  plague  was  on  ? — 

Yes,  but  the  work  was  afterwards  all  placed  under  the  Government. 

5778.  With  regard  to  the  Kimberley  Health  Board,  was  it  not  established  because 
there  was  a  fear  that  the  natives  coming  to  work  in  the  mines  would  bring  in  infectious 
diseases,  such  as  small-pox  ? — I  believe  the  Board  was  started,  like  the  original  Public 
Health  Act  passed  in  1883,  almost  entirely  to  prevent  small-pox,  and,  of  course,  it 
was  feared  that  the  natives  working  in  the  mines  might  be  the  cause  of  spreading  the 
disease,  and  it  was  considered  they  should  be  protected  by  the  mines. 

5779.  And  that  is  why  the  mines  are  specially  rated  for  health  purposes  ? — Yes. 
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jr  jrstuneu  5780.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  percentage  of  rates  that  the  mines  pay  as  com- 

—  ■'  pared  to  the  town  ? — As  a  matter  of  fact,  Ihe  Board  of  Health  had  not  raised  more 

6th  May,  1902.  than  }iaif  the  amoim(  that  they  were  entitled  to  under  the  Act  of  1884  during  the  time 
that  I  was  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

5781.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  mines  paid  the  whole,  cf  the  rates?— Oh,  for  the 
particular  purpose  the  mines  had  to  pay  rates  up  to  one  penny  in  the  pour  d  before  the 
Local  Authorities  could  be  further  taxed  according  to  the  Act  of  1884  ;  at  the  time  I 
left  Kimberley  I  think  that  they  had  then  a  rate  on  tt  e  mines  of  §ths  of  a  penny, 
and  therefore  it  was  estimated  with  expenses  going  on,  taking  the  average  for  the 
previous  two  years  or  so,  that  they  would  still  rate  the  mines  almost  entirely  for 
another  two  or  three  years. 

5782.  And  so  of  course  the  Kimberley  people  would  be  delighted  if  the  Board  of 
Health  took  over  the  whole  of  the  sanitation  of  the  township  ?— I  should  think  so ;  but 
of  course  if  the  rate  levied  under  the  Act  should  not  be  sufficient  for  the  purposes, 
then  of  course  the  inhabitants  could  be  come  down  upon  foi-  the  remainder. 

5783.  Yes,  but  the  percentage  that  they  would  pay  of  the  whole  rate  would  be 
very  small  as  compared  with  the  amount  paid  by  the  mines  ? — Yes. 

5784.  In  fact,  the  mines  would  pay  about  ninety  per  cent.  ? — I  don’t  know  what 
it  would  work  out  to. 

5785.  Was  not  the  suppression  of  the  plague  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  rather  an 
expensive  matter  ? — Yes. 

5786.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  of  the  cost  ? — I  have  heard  that  it  was  about  half 
a  million,  but  I  should  not  like  that  to  go  forward  as  an  authority  from  me,  because  I 
do  not  know  that  as  a  fact. 

5787.  Do  you  think  that  the  Municipalities  could  have  afforded  an  expenditure  of 
such  a  large  sum  of  money  for  the  suppression  of  infecti  us  disease? — No,  I  don’t 
think  they  could. 

5788.  And  so  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Government  to  take  over  the 
management  of  the  plague  ? — Yes.  Of  course  I  don’t  know  whether  you  are  trying 
to  get  my  opinion  as  to  whether  it  would  have  been  managed  just  as  efficiently  by  each 
Board  as  by  the  Government.  I  don’t  know  whether  you  mean  that,  but  I  may  say 
that  it  is  my  opinion  that  it  would  have  been  too  much  for  the  individual  Municipalities 
if  they  had  had  to  spend  their  proportion  upon  it. 

5789.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  County  Councils  at  Home? — No. 

5790.  You  don’t  know'  anything  about  their  working  ? — No  ;  they  were  only 
formed  a  very  short  time  before  I  left  Home. 


William  Edward  Moore  further  examined. 

Mr.  5791.  Mr.  Lawrence. ]  On  the  question  of  amalgamation  of  the  Municipalities,  Mr. 

w.  i..  Mode.  ^p00re?  we  wigh  to  have  your  view  upon  the  matter  ? — Yes. 

5792.  My  question  as  regards  the  amalgamation  of  the  Municipalities  for  the 
purpose  of  drainage,  water  supply,  and  lighting  ? — Do  you  mean  amalgamation  of  all 
the  Municipalities  extending  from  Sea  Point  as  far  as  as  Wynberg  ? 

5793.  Yes ;  to  deal  with  all  matters,  or  as  an  alternative  for  a  Board  to  deal  with 
the  questions  of  drainage,  lighting  and  water  supply  ? — Yes.  I  see  one  gentleman,  in 
giving  his  evidence,  is  of  opinion  that  one  Board  should  be  formed,  and  then  divide  that 
into  Committees,  which,  after  all,  would  amount  to  the  same  thing  as  at  present ;  that 
is  to  say  to  amalgamate  all  the  Municipalities  and  then  divide  them  into  Committees 
for  performing  the  same  functions  that  these  Municipalities  are  performing  at  present. 
Of  course  there  are  arguments  in  favour  as  well  as  arguments  against  such  a  pro¬ 
position,  and  I  think  the  arguments  against  it  are  the  stronger.  The  arguments  in 
favour  would  be  these  :  By  the  establishment  of  one  Board  you  would  have  one 
corporate  body,  and  consequently  you  would  not  require  such  a  large  number 
of  officials  as  are  employed  by  the  various  Municipalities,  and  in  that 
respect  the  work  could  be  done  more  economically.  But  on  the  other  hand  the  work 
could  not  be  done  as  efficiently  as  by  the  various  Municipalities/ and  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  it  would  he  done  more  economically  by  such  Board.  The  work  in  any  one 
office  would,  of  course,  be  increased  by  the  combination  of  the  Municipalities,  and 
you  would  require  a  larger  number  of  officials,  although  you  would  not  require  so 
many  heads,  Town  Clerks,  Engineers,  &c.,  but  as  the  work  increased  it  would  necessi¬ 
tate  a  larger  number  of  officials,  as  the  population  increases  and  more  houses  are 
built ;  so  that,  after  all,  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  there  will  be  nothing  saved  by 
it.  You  would  require  a  similar  number  of  persons  to  carry  out  the  work,  and  that  is 
one  reason  why  I  think  that  an  amalgamation  of  the  Municipalities  would 
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not  be  more  successfully  or  economically  managed.  Then  another  argument  is 
this :  Of  course,  it  is  argued  that  you  have  a  “  London  County  Council,” 
and  1  don’t  know  quite  all  the  circumstances  in  connection  with  that 
Council  and  its  number  of  members ;  but  we  are  placed  in  a  very  different  posi¬ 
tion  from  what  they  are  at  Home,  because  there  they  have  men  of  independent 
moans  and  men  of  leisure  to  give  their  time  and  attention  to  the  work  which  is 
to  be  done;  but  here  you  have  very  few  of  that  class  of  men,  and  the  great  majority 
of  those  serving  upon  the  different  Councils  are  men  engaged  in  business  of  their  own, 
and  this  tends  to  show  that  if  you  were  to  have  one  large  Council  you  would  have 
moi’e  or  less  the  same  class  of  men  in  the  amalgamated  Council  that  you  have  now  in 
the  separated  Councils  Of  course,  it  has  often  been  remarked  that  there  are  men  of  a 

^  better  standing  than  those  that  we  have  in  the  Council,  who  could  come  forward  and 
give  their  services.  But  you  can  hardly  blame  them  in  not  coming  forward,  bearing 
in  mind  that  when  a  man  enters  into  public  life  he  is  bound  to  be 
criticised.  No  man  objects  to  a  high  class  criticism,  but  the  experience  has  been 
that  men  are  attacked  in  a  most  scurrilous  manner.  They  are  accused  of  jobbery  and 
ulterior  motiVes.  Men  therefore  know  that  if  they  come  forward  they  will  be  subject 
to  these  attacks,  and  that  is  their  reason  for  hesitating  to  do  so.  It  may  be  said  that  a 
man  should  not  be  so  very  thin-skinned,  but  when  charges  of  malpractices  are  made  by 
persons  who  take  care  not  to  place  themselves  within  the  reach  of  the  law,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  so  many  refuse  to  come  forward.  During  the  last  year,  two  gentle¬ 
men  availed  themselves  of  the  press  to  heap  abuse  in  certain  directions,  and  they  were 
relegated  to  private  study  for  twelve  months.  But  such  persons  generally  take  care 
to  avoid  that.  I  think  it  is  exceedingly  cowardly  when  by  anonymous  contributions 
men  who  devote  their  time  in  the  interests  of  the  community  are  subject  to  such  abuse. 
For  that  reason  men  abstain  from  entering  our  Council,  who  are  really  desirable  men 
to  be  there.  I  have  myself  endeavoured  to  persuade  men  to  come  forward,  but  they 
object  to  be  subjected  to  abuse,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  give  their 
services  gratuitously.  As  I  am  at  present  Mayor  of  Woodstock,  I  shall  take 
Woodstock  as  an  example  :  I  was  only  elected  last  year,  and  I  have  been  giving  I 
suppose  four  days  out  of  six  to  Municipal  matters,  and  of  course  I  render  my  services 
gratuitously,  yet  I  am  subjected  to  all  kinds  of  abuse  and  condemned  for  matters 
which  had  taken  place  before  my  time,  and  for  which  I  am  brought  up  as  the 
delinquent ;  so  you  see  that  is  really  the  reason  upon  the  whole  why  we  cannot  get 
better  men  to  come  forward.  Therefore  I  say  that  upon  the  whole  in 
forming  a  General  Municipal  Council  you  will  not  get  a  different 
class  of  man  to  what  you  have  now  got  on  the  different  Municipal  Councils. 
Then  I  have  another  reason  against  amalgamation,  and  that  is  this :  Each  Municipal 
Council  as  now  constituted  looks  upon  the  area  under  its  control  as  calling  for  all  its 
energies.  And  if  you  were  to  join  them  all  together  no  individual  councillor  would 
have  any  particular  interest  in  the  whole  area.  They  would  look  upon  themselves  as 
elected  for  the  whole  area,  and  would  cease  to  take  a  special  iuterest  in  work  in  their 
own  locality.  I  think  a  reason  in  favour  of  the  continuation  of  the  present  system. 
An  experiment  was  made  with  the  Liesbeek  Municipality.  It  was  found  not  to  work, 
and  so  the  different  Municipalities  were  established. 

5794.  You  say  you  are  opposed  to  the  amalgamation  of  all  the  Municipalities ; 
woidd  you  be  in  favour  of  partial  amalgamation,  say  from  Wynberg  to  Mowbray,  and 

^  then  join  Woodstock  on  to  Cape  Town  and  Sea  Point  ? — d  don’t  think  it  would  work. 

*  It  might  be  feasible  if  Woodstock  aud  Mowbray  were  joined,  being  a  smaller  section, 

and  the  remainder  of  the  suburbs  joined  on  to  Wynberg,  thus  forming  two  Munici¬ 
palities.  Something  might  be  said  in  favour  of  that. 

5795.  You  would  not  be  in  favour  of  joining  Cape  Town  ? — No,  for  the  reasons  I 
have  stated  on  the  previous  occasion.  It  must  be  remembered  that  we  have  had  all  our 
work  done  during  the  twenty  years  we  have  been  in  existence  on  a  2d.  rate.  We  have 
worked  economically  and  have  therefore  never  exceeded  that  rate,  and  the  ratepayers 
would  raise  a  very  sti’ong  objection  to  paying  double  that  rate.  I  think  if  you  coidd 
consult  the  ratepayers  of  Woodstock  you  would  find  that  the  whole  of  them,  or  at  least 
the  vast  majority  of  them,  would  be  in  favour  of  the  retention  of  Woodstock  as  at 
present.  It  is  only  comparatively  recently  that  Woodstock  has  extended  to  nearly 
double  what  it  was  before. 

5796.  Could  you  give  us  your  view  with  regard  to  a  Central  or  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works  dealing  with  matters  such  as  water,  drainage,  sewerage  and  light  ? — 
Taking  the  question  of  water  first,  there  is  a  strong  argument  in  favour  of  that,  I 
must  confess,  although,  as  a  Councillor  of  Woodstock,  I  am  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
Council  controlling  its  own  supply  of  water,  because,  if  properly  worked,  it  could  be  a 
source  of  profit,  with  the  result  that  the  Counoil  would  be  able  to  carry  on  the 
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remainder  of  its  work  by  the  assessment  of  a  lower  rate,  than  they  would  otherwise  be 
able  to  do. 

5797.  Chairman .]  It  all  comes  to  the  same  thing  ? — Yes,  it  is  about  as  broad  as 
it  is  long.  If  there  is  a  profit,  then  there  is  a  lower  rate ;  if  there  is  no  profit,  then 
there  is  a  higher  rate.  There  are  certain  reasons  in  favour  of  the  creation  of  a  Central 
Board  for  the  control  of  the  wafer  ;  that  seemed  to  have  influenced  them  iu  London 
where  one  could  have  supposed  that  the  working  of  the  water  scheme  was  about  the 
best  that  could  have  been  adopted.  Well  Government  have  introduced  a  Bill  into  the 
IIou.se  of  Commons  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  Water  Board  and  taking  over  from 
all  the  Companies  their  rights  and  vesting  them  into  the  one  Board.  The  advantage 
here  would  be  this  :  that  if  a  Central  Board  were  created,  thej'  could  introduce  a 
measure  into  Parliament  for  the  expropriation  of  water  rights  throughout  the  Peninsula,  \ 
and  they  would  then  be  able,  from  the  fact  of  it  being  a  Central  Board  combining  the 
whole  thing  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  their  work,  to  do  their  work  on  better 
terms  than  the  separate  Municipalities  could  do.  That  is  an  argument  in  favour  of  a 
Central  Board,  and  then  another  argument  in  its  favour  would  be  that  a  Central  Board 
would  not  be  influenced  by  such  local  jealousies  as  generally  exist  between  Munici¬ 
palities  which  has  been  in  evidence  in  regard  to  the  present  water  supply. 

5798.  Mr.  Laurence .]  You  would  have  one  authority  for  the  water:  now,  what 
about  the  sewerage  and  drainage;  would  you  combine  for  them  or  would  you  rather 
not  ? — I  don’t  think  it  is  desirable  that  you  should  have  a  Central  Board  for  that 
purpose.  It  is  very  different  from  the  water  supply.  The  water  is  an  asset  and  is  quite 
separate. 

5799.  Does  not  the  one  run  into  the  other  ? — -Yes,  but  the  water  is  an  asset  so 
long  as  you  are  disposing  of  it  in  the  way  of  sale,  but  the  moment  that  you  run  it  into 
tlie  drain  it  is  an  asset  no  longer,  and  it  becomes  a  waste  because  then  you  get  no  return 
from  it. 

5800.  You  levy  a  rate  for  your  drainage  ? — Oh,  yes,  that  shews  that  it  is  not  an 
asset  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  produce  a  return. 

5801.  But  it  produces  a  return  P — In  what  way  ? 

5802.  You  levy  a  rate,  and  get  it  out  of  the  people  ? — But  if  the  drainage 
produced  a  return  you  would  not  require  that  rate. 

5803.  But  you  levy  a  rate  for  the  water  ? — No,  you  don’t  levy  a  rate  ;  you  sell 
the  water.  The  one  is  an  article  from  which  you  can  derive  a  profit  and  the  other  is 
an  article  for  which  you  have  to  pay.  Indirectly  of  course  it  is  a  very  great 
consideration,  because  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  is  the  first  matter  to  be  considered, 
and  they  of  course  will  benefit  very  largely  by  a  proper  system  of  drainage. 

5804.  Could  you  not  do  it  better  and  cheaper  by  having  one  Central  authority 
dealing  with  the  whole  question  all  through  instead  of  each  Municipality  dealing  with 
its  own  ? — I  don’t  think  so.  You  mean  one  central  authority  placed  under  Govern¬ 
ment  P 

5805.  No,  some  authority  dealing  with  the  drainage? — No;  I  think  if  the 
Municipalities  have  the  control  of  the  drainage  and  carry  it  out  it  would  be  better  to 
leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Council. 

5806.  And  then  with  regard  to  the  lighting  ? — The  same  would  apply. 

W oodstock  has  made  arrangements  with  the  Gas  Company,  and  as  necessity  arises  we 
extend  the  number  of  lights ;  we  go  very  carefully  to  work ;  whereas  if  you  had  a 
Central  Board  who  were  not  responsible  to  the  ratepayers  in  that  respect,  they  would 
go  recklessly  to  work. 

5807.  But  the  gas  does  not  belong  to  the  Municipality  ? — No  ;  am  I  to  understand 
that  this  Central  Board  should  own  the  light  supplied  for  instance  by  the  Gas 
Company  ? 

5808.  Oh  yes;  expropriate  the  Gas  Company? — Well,  that  of  course  is  a  matter 
open  to  argument.  Something  can  be  said  for  that,  because  if  the  Central  Board  has 
the  control  of  the  lighting,  then  at  all  events,  if  there  were  any  profits,  the  profits 
gained  could  be  applied  by  them  to  the  Council  and  the  Council  would  therefore 
derive  a  sort  of  revenue  from  it,  so  that  in  that  ease  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  have 
a  Central  Board  to  deal  with  it. 

5809.  That  is,  you  agree  to  have  a  Central  Board  for  the  lighting  and  the  water, 
but  not  drainage  ? — Yes. 

5810.  How  would  you  constitute  this  Board  ? — That  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to 
say,  I  must  confess.  I  have  been  thinking  the  matter  over  a  great  deal.  Perhaps  the 
Chairman  could  tell  us  what  the  constitution  is  of  the  London  Board  ? 

5811.  Chairman .]  I  was  going  to  put  some  questions  to  you  about  that.  On  the 
question  of  amalgmalion  your  objections  range  themselves  under  three  heads:  (1) 
objections  as  to  rates,  (2)  as  to  efficient  administration  efficiently  carried  out,  and  (3) 
as  to  representation  ? — Yes. 


5812.  As  I  understand  your  difficulty  uuder  the  heading  “  Rating,”  it  arises  from  j^T'}[„n 
the  fact  that  the  several  Municipalities  have  their  various  amounts  of  indebtedness,  and  '  H  001  r' 
you  don’t  see- why  one  Municipality  sh)uld  be  responsible  and  be  rated  for  the  debts  of  6th  May,  1902. 
another  ? — That  is  one  reason. 

5813.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  at  the  present  time  Municipalities  do  rate  differently 
in  different  quarters  ? — Oh,  yes. 

5814.  Now,  if  we  had  a  combined  Municipality  here,  what  is  to  hinder  us  from 
having  the  incidence  of  the  rate  for  the  indebtedness  of  each  Municipality  remaining  as 
it  is,  with  a  general  rate  added  for  general  purposes?  Suppose  in  this  way  that  the 
Cape  Town  indebtedness  requires  a  rate  of  2d.  in  respect  of  its  debt,  could  not  that  rate 
he  continued  on  Cape  Town  property  if  Cape  Town  were  combined  with  Woodstock? 

— Cape  Town  assesses  a  rate  of  4d. 

5815.  Still,  it  is  a  cardinal  feature  in  the  scheme  that  the  rates  for  indebtedness 
should  remain  on  the  property  in  the  units  as  they  at  present  exist.  Take  the  case  of 
many  large  Municipalities  in  other  lands  where  we  find  special  assessments  for  special 
areas  within  them  in  respect,  for  instance,  of  the  loans  raised  for  the  betterment  of  the 
portion  which  pays  the  special  assessment.  Suppose  we  were  to  combine  Woodstock 
with  Cape  Town,  why  cannot  the  debt  incurred  by  Cape  Town,  in  respect  of  its  better¬ 
ment,  remain  a  charge  upon  the  ratepayers  in  Cape  Town  ? — You  would  require  special 
legislation  of  a  very  unique  character. 

5816.  Not  more  unique  than  what  is  a  recognised  system  elsewhere? — Take,  for 
instance,  Cape  Town  with  its  heavy  liability,  the  same  principle  there  would  apply  in 
the  following  illustration  :  I  carry  on  business  with  a  certain  amount  of  indebtedness  ; 
another  person  wishes  to  join  me  in  partnership,  but  he  has  a  very  much  larger 
indebtedness  than  I  have.  lie  certainly  will  not  be  a  very  desirable  partner,  and  if 
we  were  to  join  and  he  could  not  pay  that  indebtedness,  it  would  seriously  hamper 
the  joint  business  upon  which  we  entered.  And  so  with  Cape  Town  ;  there  is  a  heavy 
liability.  I  don’t  say  that  it  is  heavier  than  it  ought  to  be ;  but  there  it  is,  and  if  you 
join  the  Municipalities  then  it  becomes  community  of  property.  The  principle  is  the 
same  as  when  two  parties  marry;  they  become  jointly  liable. 

5817.  Such  a  community  of  property  by  marriage  is  rather  a  false  analogy  ? — 

How  so  ?  ■ 

5818.  Because  there  are  Municipalities  which  have  always  been  one,  and  yet,  in 
one  quarter  of  them,  they  have  been  differently  rated  than  the  other  three-quarters  ? — 

That  is  a  special  matter, 

5819.  Well,  that  is  the  point ;  why  cannot  it  be  done  here  ? — Under  the  provisions 
of  the  Municipal  Act  it  is  done  in  so  far  that  for  certain  special  work  carried  cut  in 
one  part  ot  the  Municipality  the  Council  could  assess  a  special  rate  for  the  special  work 
done  there,  but  there  is  no  analogy  between  the  matter  which  you  quote  and  the  powers 
given  there. 

5820.  Would  not  these  objections  be  more  forcibly  urged  against  you  ou  the  part 
of  Cape  Town  where  the  work  is  done,  whereas  in  Woodstock  it  is  not  ? — In  what  way? 

5821.  You  have  sewerage  in  Cape  Town  and  a  large  water  supply  and  various 
other  things  ?— Yes. 

5822.  Better  gutterings,  pavemonts,  are  in  existence  in  Cape  Town  ? — Yes. 

5823.  Now,  I  cannot  see  how  it  is  that  the  charge  for  debt  in  respect  of  this  thing 
oaunot  remain  a  charge  on  Cape  Town  for  whose  benefit  they  have  been  constructed  ; 
while  subsequent  to  combination,  we  levy  on  Woodstock  property  only  a  general  rate 
for  general  purposes  ? — I  caunot  see  what  the  benefit  will  be. 

5824.  We  assume  the  benefit  of  union ;  I  am  dealing  with  the  objection  you  raise 
to  differential  rating  as  an  insuperable  difficulty  ? — No,  no  ;  I  say  Legislation  of  an 
unique  character. 

5825.  It  is  similar  to  what  is  in  vogue  in  the  United  States,  in  Englaud  and  on 
the  Continent  of  Europe,  where  parts  of  Municipalities  are  specially  assessed  in  respect 
of  works  done  for  what  is  called  betterment  ”  ? — There  are  circumstances  there  which 
govern  the  cases  in  those  places  and  there  are  circumstances  governing  these  things 
here,  and  the  circumstances  in  those  other  countries  are  not  applicable  hero.  Of  course 
one  would  require  the  full  information  before  you  in  order  to  form  an  opinion 

5826.  Well,  that  is  the  principle  which  is  laid  down  that  the  people  in  some  part 
of  a  Municipality  may  have  better  conveniences  than  the  people  in  other  parts  of  the 
Municipality  care  to  pay  for  ? — Yes. 

5827.  With  reference  to  the  administration  in  the  matter  of  the  difficulty  of 
getting  good  men,  you  say  it  is  the  criticism  that  they  don’t  like  to  expose  themselves 
to  ?—  Not  criticism,  but  abuse. 

5828.  Very  well,  abuse  ? — No  right-thinking  mau  would  mind  criticism  of  the 
right  kind  upon  his  public  acts. 
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5829.  Would  not  the  amalgamation  help  us  in  this  respect  by  giving  us  a  larger 

Council  for  the  united  and  stronger  Municipality  able  to  employ  men  of  a  higher 
character,  of  greater  efficiency  and  of  proved  experience,  better  Town  Clerks,  better 
City  Treasurers,  generally  better  men  and  more  men.  so  that  there  would  be  taken 

out  of  the  hands  of  the  Couucilh«rs  the  direction  of  and  dealing  with 

a  great  many  of  these  minor  matters  which  are  at  present  such  a 
burden  upon  and  a  source  of  public  distrust  in  the  separate  Councils  ? 
— It  would,  in  reality,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  the  same  way  as  the  Government 
Departments.  It  would  be  done  by  the  Government  clerks  and  not  by  a  responsible 
head.  The  Council  are  of  course  responsible  anl  they  are  supposed  to  control  all  the 
matters,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  if  you  form  a  large  Municipality  the  work 
will  be  so  much  larger,  and  of  course  they  would  be  almost  entirely  dependent  upon 
their  officials,  although  they  would  be  the  responsible  body  to  see  matters  carried  out. 
That  is  why  many  men  aim  condemned  because  they  enter  into  public  life  without 
considering  these  responsibilities.  And  I  doubt  whether  you  will  get,  as  far  as  officials 
are  concerned,  better  men  than  upon  the  whole  you  are  getting  now.  Take  for  instance: 
Cape  Town :  Mr.  By  worth  was,  I  suppose,  as  efficient  a  man  for  the  work  to  be  carried 
on  as  you  would  find  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  I  don’t 
wish  to  say  anj'thing  about  the  efficiency  of  Mr.  Finch  who  succeeded  him, 
as  the  work  seems  to  be  carried  out  very  well.  Then  with  regard  to  the 
engineers,  there  are  men  of  high  stan  lard  and  of  very  high 

professional  attainments.  Even  at  Woodstock  I  consider  the  town  very  fortunate 

in  having  the  services  of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Menmuir. 

5830.  Perhaps  he  is  deserving  of  a  m  )re  elevated  position  than  Woodstock 
affairs  ? — Well  then,  if  you  amalgamate  Woodstock  with  Cape  Town,  will  you  oust  the 
present  holder  of  his  office  in  order  to  put  our  Engineer  into  his  place,  or  will  you  raise 
the  present  Engineer  in  Cape  Town  to  be  Engineer-in-chief  and  put  our  Engineer 
under  him  P  If  so,  you  must  be  prepared  for  larger  salaries.  Engineers  in  particular 
require  high  salaries. 

5831.  I  think  we  must  admit  the  general  principle  that  a  larger  Couucil  with 
larger  revenues  will  be  enabled  to  command  the  service  of  better  men  and  more  men 
to  look  after  the  details  of  every  department  instead  of  having  so  many  things  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  Councillors  ? — Take  for  instance  the  various  Councils  that  exists  now  ; 
we  have  twelve  at  Woodstock,  and  I  believe  there  are  eighteen  in  Cape  Town,  making 
a  total  of  thirty  for  the  two  places.  Take  all  the  others:  now,  is  the  amalgamated 
Council  to  consist  of  a  number  equal  to  the  number  of  the  Councillors  on  the  existing 
Councils  ? 

5832.  We  will  come  to  that  presently.  First  of  all  a  question  with  regard  to  the 
administration  ;  don’t  you  think  that  you  will  get  a  more  efficient  administration  from 
an  amalgamated  Council? — I  don’t  know. 

5833.  Having  special  reference  to  the  question  of  abuse  or  of  criticism  upon  the 
Councillors,  how  are  you  to  avoid  that  un  ler  present  conditions  in  small  Municipali¬ 
ties?  —That  is  the  difficulty,  but  there  is  a  great  tendency  to  amateurism. 

5831.  Would  not  the  tenlency  to  amateurism  be  couuter-balaujel  if  you  hal  a 
staff  of  high  class  men  in  your  service  ? — I  think  it  has  been  tried. 

5835.  Is  not  that  an  accepted  general  principle  ? —I  know  that  they  have  had 
some  of  the  most  able  in  Cape  Town  and  yet  there  are  continuous  changes. 

5836.  Ye3,  because  the  men  want  to  better  themselves  ? — -Yes. 

5836  (a).  Is  there  a  tendency  to  amateurism  in  the  Cape  Town  Council  ? — Not  on 
the  part  of  the  officials,  but  of  those  who  control  them,  and  in  that  way  the  services  of 
good  men  are  lost. 

5837.  Then  take  the  question  of  representation  ;  what  is  to  hinder  us  from  having 
a  combined  Municipality  with  efficient  representation  from  its  several  component  parts  ? 
— -What  do  you  mean  by  efficient  representation  ?  Do  you  mean  representation  of 
localities  to  bo  by  the  ward  system  ? 

5838.  Yes. — That  can  be  done  by  the  existing  Municipalities.  They  had  it 
originally  in  Cape  Town  and  they  changed  it,  and  now  there  is  a  desire  to  return  to  the 
old  system. 

583d.  Well  now,  if  we  may  be  permitted  to  say  so,  suppose  Woodstock  were  a 
ward  and  Mowbray  and  ldondebosch  were  wards,  could  not  they  each  of  them  send 
representatives  to  the  combined  Council  ? — What  would  be  the  benefit  ?  If  we  are 
wards,  then  each  Council  would  look  after  its  ward. 

5 S 40  You  raised  the  objection  to  amalgamation  on  the  three  points:  rates, 
ad  niniftration  and  difficulty  of  representation  ? — Yes. 

53U.  Now,  I  am  taking  you  on  your  objection  as  t)  representation,  and  I  want  to 
s  sc  if  it  is  p  03u )  le  to  get  over  that  in  the  way  I  suggest.  Why  cannot  the  present 
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Municipalities  be  united  and  elect  representatives  for  their  own  particular  areas  to  serve 
on  the  combined  Council  ? — Oh,  it  can  be  done,  but  as  to  the  advisability  that  is  another 
question. 

5842.  The  advisability  is  dealt  with  under  the  general  question  of  amalgamation; 
you  raised  objections  to  amalgamating  ou  the  grounds  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
rate  differentially  the  units,  impossible  to  administer  and  impossible  to  represent ;  and 
I  want  to  kuow  why  these  parts  cannot  be  differentially  rated,  and  at  the  same  time 
administered  and  represented  in  the  way  I  suggest  ? — Of  oourse,  it  could 
be  done,  but  I  don’t  see  what  benefit  is  going  to  be  gained  by  it, 
and  if  you  are  going  to  make  a  change  it  is  because  you  are  going  to  derive 
a  benefit  from  that  change.  If  you  have  a  Central  Board  to  which  each  of  the  Councils 

♦  sends  the  same  number  of  Councillors  that  they  have  now  on  the  Council,  making  it 

one  body,  it  becomes  a  qufstion  whether  you  have  a  better  body  to  carry  out  the 
measure  than  you  have  at  present. 

5843.  I  don’t  propose  to  have  a  Council  consisting  of  all  the  Councillors  now  in 
existence  ;  have  you  ever  given  a  thought  to  the  number  at  present  in  office  P  There 
are  about  one  hundred  gentlemen,  and  it  woald  never  do  to  have  a  single  Council 
consisting  of  one  hundred  men,  but  there  is  no  reason  why  representation  should  not 
be  effected  on  some  suitable  principle,  having  regard  to  the  people  and  property  of  the 
united  Municipalities  ? — Oh,  that  could  be  done. 

5844.  The  point  is,  that  you  said  it  could  not  be  done,  and  that  it  would  not  be 
efficient  ? — No,  what  I  said  was  this :  if  you  take  the  different  Councils  as  they  are 
represented  at  present  and  form  them  into  one  body,  and  even  if  you  want  to  change 
that  system  and  have  a  smaller  body  to  control  the  whole,  then  you  come  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  :  how  are  you  to  gain  your  representation  and  what  is  the  benefit  to  be  gained  by 
it  ?  You  will  find  that  you  have  a  small  body  to  do  the  larger  work  of  the  larger  body, 
and  the  result  will  be  inefficiency  in  discharging  the  duties. 

5845.  Do  you  think  it  is  necessary,  speaking  earnestly,  that  a  hundred  gentlemen 
like  yourself  should  be  engaged  year  in  and  year  out  in  the  Municipal  Government  of 
the  Peninsula  ?  Is  this  not  altogether  out  of  proportion  and  is  it  not  a  waste  of 
strength  ?  Should  we  not  try  to  economise  there  ? — It  may  result  in  economy,  but  it 
may  be  false  economy,  because,  take  Woodstock,  we  have  our  men  trained  in  certain 
work,  such  as  engineering,  and  others  in  building,  and  so  on,  and  I  think  the  adminis¬ 
tration  is  carried  on  more  efficiently  than  it  would  be  under  a  central  body,  as  you 
suggest. 

5846.  But  with  regard  to  the  representation,  suppose  that  you  have  a  body  of 
thirty-six  men,  would  you  not  be  in  a  better  position  to  select  those  thirty-six  men, 
seeing  that  you  would  be  able  to  pick  them  ? — How  would  you  have  the  representa¬ 
tion  ? 

5847.  Well,  that  is  another  matter. — But  still  you  cannot  dissociate  the  one  from 
the  other ;  you  may  find  that  there  are  serious  difficulties. 

5848.  In  what  way  ? — Well,  take,  for  instance,  Cape  Town,  there  they  have  a 
population  which  is  very  large,  and  they  may  go  in  for  putting  representatives  of  a 
certain  class — of  the  lower  order — and  the  other  parts  would  simply  be  swamped,  Cape 
Town  outvoting  them. 

5849.  Very  well,  then,  we  come  to  the  suburbs  where  we  have  the  aristocracy,  and 
they  would  return  men  of  another  character  ? — So  you  have  the  fact  that  it  will  be 
very  mixed. 

^  5850.  Well,  is  not  that  the  whole  secret  of  success  in  Representative 

Government  ? — The  point  is  to  have  poioe  and  counterpoise.  Take  the  City  of 
Glasgow  ;  it  consists  of  close  on  800,000  people,  and  they  are  governed 
by  a  Town  Council  of  sixty  men  ;  so  with  Birmingham.  And  Glasgow 
aud  Birmingham  are  looked  upou  as  most  mo  lei  Municipalities.  Now  here  you  have 
a  population  of  about  150,000,  and  you  have  about  one  hundred  men  at  the  job;  does 
it  not  seem  to  you  that  there  is  something  wrong  there? — No,  I  don’t  think  so.  The 
hundred  men  on  the  job  are  perhaps  doing  the  work  thoroughly  well,  whereas  the 
sixty  of  the  other  Council  that  you  quote  have  to  leave  it  to  their  officials.  I  don’t  say 
of  course  that  they  do  so,  but  that  may  be  the  case,  and  then  you  must  remember  that 
taken  all  round  their  system  is  a  muoh  better  one  than  ours.  They  control  the  tram¬ 
ways,  and  consequently  they  levy  a  very  small  rate  upon  property  owners.  I  think 
we  can  hardly  apply  the  argument  of  what  is  done  in  Glasgow  and  other  places  to  the 
Peninsula,  because  we  are  so  differently  situated. 

5851.  Would  you  rather  see  Woodstock  plough  its  lonely  furrow? — No,  its  own 
furrow. 

5852.  You  have  instanced  the  Water  Board  of  London.  Do  you  know  what  has 
happened  there  and  what  is  the  condition  of  things  at  present  ? — I  know  that  they 
appointed  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  aud  of  the  House  of  Commone. 
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5853.  They  have  in  London  a  County  Council  and  they  have  some  ten  Water 
Companies,  which  supply  water  not  only  to  London  but  to  adjoining  County  Council 
areas.  The  difficulty  arises  that  the  Companies  supply  outside  even  of  the  area  of  the 
County  Council  of  Londou  anl  go  into  areas  of  other  County  Councils,  and  the  County 
Council  of  London  wants  to  take  over  the  whole  of  this  Water 'Administration,  but  tbie 
present  Government  says  no;  as  the  other  County  Count ils  will  not  agree,  the  water 
supply  must  be  put  under  a  Water  Board  elected  by  all  the  constituent  authorities  some 
forty  in  number  ? — Yes. 

585-1.  But  now  you  spoke  about  the  constitution  of  this  Water  Board,  which,  as  I 
say,  is  to  be  eleoted  by  about  forty  or  fifty  constituent  authorities;  if  you  wish  a 
Board  to  be  over  you  chosen  by  the  various  Municipalities,  how  are  you  going  to  get 
your  better  Board?  Will  the  upper  set  be  better  than  you  have  in  the  lower? — Do 
you  wish  me  to  answer  that  question  ? 

5855.  Yes  ;  the  question  is  how  we  are  to  secure  a  better  class  of  men  in  the  Upper 
Board  than  in  the  Lower  Board  ? — I  don’t  know  what  the  proposed  constitution  of  this 
Water  Board  in  London  is  to  be,  whether  they  are  to  be  elected  by  the  various 
Municipalities  or  not.  With  regard  to  the  various  Municipalities  here,  if  we  have  a 
representation  of  that  kind,  and  also  certain  nominated  members  by  the  Government 
so  as  to  make  the  Board  a  representative  one  and  yet  as  distinct  from  the  Municipalities 
in  controlling  the  Water  Supply,  the  only  argument  I  take  it  in  favour  of  such  a 
Water  Board  would  be  they  would  be  in  a  better  position  to  raise  money  than  other¬ 
wise  could  be  done  by  each  Council  individually. 

5856.  Dr.  Gregor;/.']  You  evidently  advocate  a  splendid  isolation  for  Woodstock  ? 
— No,  no  more  than  we  are  isolated  at  present.  We  stand  upon  our  own  feet  and  we 
desire  to  continue  to  do  so,  but  we  are  not  isolated. 

5857.  Your  very  great  difficulty  appears  to  be  the  difference  in  your  rate  ;  you 
stated  on  the  last  occasion  when  you  were  examined  that  whereas  Mowbray 
had  a  rate  of  4d.  and  a  tenants’  rate,  and  Cape  Town  had  a  rate  of  4d., 
you  in  Woodstock  never  exceeded  2d.,  and  that  you  have  continued  that  for  a 
number  of  years  past  ? — Yes,  twenty  yeare. 

5858.  But  now,  is  the  rate  everything  ? — It  would  not  be  everything,  but  it  has 
great  weight. 

5859.  Well  now,  you  lave  your  rate  of  2d.,  what  have  you  done  with  it  ?  Have 
you  any  slop  water  removal  system  ? — No,  we  don’t  find  that  necessary. 

5860.  Have  you  a  drainage  system  ? — No,  but  we  are  going  in  for  one. 

5861.  But  you  have  not  got  it  yet  with  your  rate  of  2d. ;  have  you  a  market  ? — 
We  had  one,  but  it  has  ceased  to  exist  as  we  do  not  require  it  any  more. 

5862.  Have  you  wash-houses  ? — No. 

5863.  Have  you  any  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  ? — No. 

5864.  Your  Town  Hall  or  Offices  are  really  the  smallest  amongst  the  Municipali¬ 
ties  of  the  Peninsula  and  you  have  not  adequate  Office  accommodation  ?— I  differ  from 
you  as  regards  our  not  having  adequate  accommodation.  I  would  like  to  see  larger 
Offices  and  more  convenient  Offices,  but  the  work  is  carried  on  in  the  present  Offices 
without  the  health  of  the  Officials  being  affected  in  any  way  by  it. 

5865.  Does  it  not  strike  you  that,  although  you  have  got  a  lower  rate  at  Woodstock, 
you  are  very  much  behind  other  Municipalities?—!  don’t  think  so.  Woodstock  has 
only  existed  for  twenty  years  and  Cape  Town,  I  suppose,  for  nearly  four  hundred  years, 
and  I  don’t  think  it  would  be  just  to  compare  the  two. 

5866.  You  say  you  have  not  got  a  slop  water  removal  system  ? — No. 

5867.  And  you  say  you  don’t  want  one  ?— I  don’t  say  we  don’t  want  one,  we  have 
commenced  it  by  laying  down  certain  pipes  which  take  the  water  down  to  the  sea. 

5868.  But  still  for  all  practical  purposes  you  have  no  slop  water  system  ? — No. 

5869.  And  is  it  not  a  fact  that  your  surface  drains  along  your  lower 
road  are  in  a  terrible  condition  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view  ? — They  are 
not  in  a  condition  that  one  would  like  to  see  them,  but  they  are  not  in  such 
a  terrible  condition.  There  are  certain  portions  of  Cape  Town  with  which  Woodstock 
would  compare  very  favourably ;  if  you  go  up  Chiappini-street,  or  take  District  No. 
6,  then  I  say  matters  are  not  a  whit  better  there  than-'  they  are  in  that  portion 
of  Woodstock  to  which  you  have  referred,  and  especially  if  you  bear  in  mind  that 
Woodstock  has  only  been  in  existence  for  twenty  years. 

5870.  You  have  a  nightsoil  removal  ? — Yes. 

5871.  Wbat  has  that  cost  the  inhabitants  ? — About  £4,000  a  year. 

5872.  What  rate  would  that  represent  on  your  propei  ty? — I  should  think  about 
one-fourth. 

5873.  Your  rate  of  2d.  yields  how  much  ?  — I  think  £16,000. 

5874.  It  was  £10,000  in  1901  ?— Yes,  but  I  think  it  is  £16,000  now. 
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5875.  It  would  represent  a  rate  of  from  |d.  to  fd? — Not  more  than  |d.,  if  it  went  ^  j^Moor* 

as  far  as  that.  — — 

5876.  At  any  rate,  that  is  a  kind  of  rate  which  the  people  of  Cape  Town  don’t  Muy,  1902, 

have  to  pay ;  it  is  all  covered  by  their  4d.  rate  ? — That  goes  towards  part  of  the 

interest,  but  it  does  not  go  as  part  of  their  debt ;  they  have  got  their  debt  and  they 
are  paying  only  the  interest  for  the  loan  for  the  drainage  system. 

5877.  Chairman .]  The  interest  oharged  is  part  of  the  rate  ?—  Oh  yes,  it  is  interest, 
and  not  capital. 

5878.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Don’t  you  think  it  possible  that  in  regard  to  the  attitude 
which  you  take  up  on  the  question  of  the  amalgamation  that  Cape  Town  might  reason¬ 
ably  urge  such  an  attitude  with  more  force  than  Woodstock,  because  you  will  participate 
in  their  large  markets,  their  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  in  their  drainage  scheme  and 
their  wash-houses  aud  all  these  Municipal  improvements  which  they  have  got  and  you 
have  not? — Well,  I  don’t  think  that  Cape  Town  would  object  to  amalgamate  with 
Woodstock;  I  take  it  that  they  would  agree  to  it  at  once,  but  Woodstock  could 
only  be  benefited  by  the  drainage  system  by  being  joined  on  to  the  Cape  Town  drainage, 
but  all  the  other  matters,  such  as  their  wash-houses  and  their  markets,  would  not  be 
of  any  use  to  Woodstock  in  the  slightest  degree.  And  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  is  only  of  very  recent  construction  in  Cape  Town. 

5879.  Still,  it  is  there  and  cost  a  good  deal  of  money  ? — Yes. 

5880.  Is  it  not  also  a  fact  that  you  have  been  able  to  suffice  with  a  rate  of  2d. 
owing  to  two  fortuitous  matters  :  one  that  you  have  been  able  to  sell  an  immense 
amount  of  sand,  and  the  other  that  you  have  made  a  large  sum  of  money  out  of  the 
piece  of  ground  which  was  the  result  of  a  speculation,  and  a  portion  of  which  has 
been  expropriated  for  railway  purposes  ? — It  is  an  investment  and  not  a  speculation. 

Councillors  are  not  allowed  to  speculate. 

5881.  And  do  you  not  think  that  there  is  not  quite  so  much  in  that  difference  of 
rate  which  you  at  first  sight  would  be  inclined  to  put  on  it  ? — I  think  you  will  find 
that  if  the  people  fouud  that  they  have  to  pay  4d.  instead  of  2d.  there  will  be  strong 
opposition,  because  there  will  be  a  great  difference  in  paying  a  hundred  per  cent,  more, 
and  that  is  why  I  say  it  will  weigh  with  Woodstock  ;  they  have  gone  on  steadily,  and 
in  the  first  five  years  streets  were  constructed  out  of  rates,  and  then  we  could  not  call 
upon  owners  of  properties  to  contribute  anything,  now  we  can,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  Woodstock  can  do  these  things  more  economically  than  Cape  Town.  With  their 
drainage  scheme  they  have  had  to  go  through  hard  rock,  whereas  we  have  to  go  through 
clay,  and  the  time  it  would  take  in  days  to  construct  a  mile  of  work  in  Woodstock,  it 
would  take  weeks  to  do  the  same  in  Cape  Town. 

5882.  Mr.  Gurney .]  You  will  remember  that  in  1876  Parliament  placed  the 
matter  of  the  assizing  of  weights  and  measures  under  the  Municipalities  ? — Yes. 

5883.  The  revenue  derived  from  that  would  only  be  insignificant  ? — Yes. 

5884.  But  the  duty  is  most  important  ? — Yes. 

5885.  In  order  to  protect  the  inhabitants  ? — Yes. 

5886.  You  will  remember  that  the  officer  who  made  the  investigation  at  Wood- 
stock  drew  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  that  matter  ? — I  went  through  the  whole  of 
the  report,  but  I  have  no  recollection  of  that,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  was  done. 

5887.  Is  it  not  within  your  recollection  that  he  found  then  that  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  was  held  responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and 
that  he  had  in  his  office  only  two  weights,  one  of  4  lbs.  and  one  of  25  lbs.,  which  he 
used  in  the  course  of  his  ordinary  business  ? — Yes. 

5888.  And  those  were  the  only  weights  he  had,  and  he  had  no  measures  ? — Yes. 

5889.  My  object  in  referring  to  it  is  to  show  the  neglect  in  this  individual  respect 
in  a  small  Municipality,  and  that  consequently  the  public  were  not  properly  protected  ? — 

As  you  are  aware,  the  success  of  the  working  depends  in  a  large  measure  upon  your 
officials,  and  unless  they  have  efficient  persons  working  under  them,  these  things  will 
happen,  but  I  must  say  that  the  whole  of  this  system  has  been  changed  now  and  it  is 
quite  different.  If  the  officer  who  made  the  investigation  could  find  a  little  time  to 
look  us  up  ho  will  be  able  to  satisfy  himself  upon  these  points. 

5890.  I  was  referring  to  it  here  as  illustrating  that  it  is  a  duty  that  misfit  be  more 
neglected  when  it  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  number  of  small  Municipalities  than  it 
would  be  if  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  large  one  ? — I  don’t  think  so.  If  you  have  about 
half  a  dozen  competent  men  it  is  easier  to  control  them  than  such  a  large  staff. 

5891.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  not  so  in  Woodstock  ? — There  is  no  rule  without 
an  exception. 

5892.  Chairman'.]  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  Melbourne  Board  of  Works, 
charged  with  the  duties  of  water  supply  and  drainage  ? — No,  I  don’t  know  that. 

5893.  There  they  have  a  Board  of  Works  constituted  very  much  in  the  same  way 
as  the  proposed  vV ater  Board  in  London  ;  they  have  a  Metropolitan  area  with  something 
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like  twenty-two  separate  Municipalities,  and  this  Board  of  Works  supplies  the  whole 
with  water  ;  but  the  surplus  revenue  goes  into  the  consolidated  revenue  of  the  Colony. 
Now,  how  would  you  like  a  Board  of  Works  here  whose  surplus  revenue  went  into  tire 
exchequer  of  the  Colony  and  not  into  the  Municipal  fund  ? — There  would  be  a  great 
objection  to  that. 

5894.  So  there  are  important  points  to  be  considered  in  connection  with  Local 
Boards  of  Works? — Of  course  the  great  thing  is  that,  take  the  progress  of  the  age,  we 
should  like  to  take  the  best  examples  that  exist  elsewhere  and  make  use  of  these  so  as 
to  provide  a  better  system  than  prevails  at  present ;  but  you  cannot  improve  upon  that 
system  by  making  such  a  radical  change  all  at  once.  For  instance  in  Australia  men 
are  paid  £300  a  year. 

5895.  Mr.  Lawrence.-]  They  don’t  get  that  here  ? — No. 

5S96.  Chairman.']  You  mean  members  of  the  Legislature,  I  suppose  ? — Yes.  I 
wish  to  add,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  connection  with  a  matter  which  I  referred  to  in  my 
evidence  on  a  previous  occasion,  and  that  is  the  auditing  of  the  accounts.  At  a  Con¬ 
ference  of  Mayors  (I  have  been  reminded  by  Mr.  Behr)  the  question  was  mooted  by 
the  representatives  for  Woodstock,  in  which  it  was  proposed  that  the  accounts  of  Divi¬ 
sional  Councils  should  be  audited  by  Government  Auditors,  but  it  was  not  carried. 

Messrs.  Frederick  Hermanns  Schundorf  Hugo  (Mayor  of  Simonstown')  and  William 
Smale  Gillard  (Town  Clerk  of  Simonstown)  examined. 

5897.  Chairman .]  Gentlemen,  you  have  come  as  the  Delegates  from  Simonstown 
to  give  evidence  before  this  Commission  on  behalf  of  the  Town  Council  of  Simonstown  ? 
— (Mr.  Hugo)  :  I  don’t  think  I  shall  be  able  to  give  all  the  necessary  information,  but 
the  Town  Clerk  will  be  able  to  supply  particulars  on  such  points  as  I  am  not  able  to 
furnish. 

5898.  How  long  have  you  been  in  Simontsown,  Mr.  Hugo  ?--  Fifty-nine  years. 
I  was  born  there. 

.  5899.  It  was  a  very  small  plaoe  when  you  saw  it  first  ? — Yes,  very  small  indeed. 

5900.  And  it  has  been  growing  ? — Yes. 

5901.  And  it  is  growing  still  ? — Yes,  more  and  more  day  by  day. 

5902.  Simonstown  occupies  rather  a  peculiar  place  amongst  the  towns  of  the 
Peninsula? — Yes,  it  is  peculiar  because  of  its  peculiar  interests,  and  we  have  three 
elements  there  that  we  have  to  take  care  of. 

5903.  What  are  they  ? — First  there  is  the  Navy — the  wall  of  South  Africa — the 
second  is  the  Army,  and  then  we  have  a  small  Colonial  people  that  you  can  put  in  a 
shell. 

5904.  I  presume  that  although  you  have  all  these  elements,  you  are,  notwith¬ 
standing,  a  very  happy  family  ? — Sometimes  we  are  happy,  sometimes  very  unhappy  ; 
the  people  want  us  to  do  things  that  we  are  not  able  to  do  owing  to  want  of  funds. 

5905.  What  is  your  population  ? — It  will  at  present  be  a  great  man  to  tell  you 
that  because  they  are  coming  in  by  groups.  The  population  five  years  ago  was  about 
three  thousand  and  now  they  are  day  by  day  coming  in. 

5906.  May  we  take  it  at  about  3,500  ? — No,  when  you  speak  about  Simonstown 
you  must  take  in  the  outlying  district,  and  at  present  the  population  would  be  about 
4,000  people  if  you  take  in  the  Dock  people  too. 

5907.  Have  you  many  coloured  people  ?--Not  Colonial  coloured,  I  am  glad  to 
say,  but  we  have  many  Kafirs  there  now. 

5908.  What  are  they  doing  there  ? — Working  at  the  Docks. 

5909.  Have  you  a  location  for  them  ? — Yes. 

5910.  And  you  house  them  there  ? — Yes,  but  it  is  no  fixed  location,  although  we 
have  tried  to  turn  it  into  one  as  far  as  possible. 

5911.  Do  you  get  a  revenue  from  that  ? — No,  none. 

5912.  Can  you  give  us  the  area  of  Simonstown  ? — It  is  rather  difficult  to  say  that. 

5913.  Have  you  any  commonage  in  Simonstown? — We  have  no  commonage 
because  it  has  all  been  expropriated  by  the  Army  and  the  Navy. 

5914.  Then  was  there  a  commonage  at  one  time  ? — Yes,  and  they  have  taken  it 
away  from  us.  The  Government  won’t  give  it  to  us,  but  they  give  it  to  the  Navy  and 
the  Army. 

5915.  What  do  they  do  with  it  ? — They  have  a  location  in  the  one  part  and  a 
Boer  Camp  in  another  part. 

5916.  Where  does  the  ordinary  inhabitant  graze  his  stock  ?— He  cannot  graze  at 
all,  except  those  who  have  land  outside,  and  then  they  have  to  take  tire  animals  by 
their  tails  to  their  owu  land  and  bring  them  back  again  to  their  stalls. 

5917.  Perhaps  you,  Mr.  Gillard,  can  give  us  a  fev  more  particulars  ? — Yes. 
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5918.  Could  you  tell  us  the  number  of  houses  ? — About  450  houses  and 
tenements. 

5919.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  rate  of  inereaso  in  the  number  of  houses  during 
the  last  five  years  ? — I  should  think  it  has  increased  by  about  one-third  since. 

5920.  And  that  rate  of  increase  will  perhaps  be  maintained  ? — More  so  in  the 
future. 

5921.  Mr.  Gurney.']  The  accounts  that  you.  Mr.  Gillard,  were  good  enough  to 
render  to  the  Commission  were  sent  back  to  you  for  amendment  in  two  respects  ? — I 
have  not  yet  received  the  accounts  back. 

5922.  Well,  in  speaking  of  them  now  I  will  refer  to  the  abstract  which  has  been 
prepared,  showing  the  expenditure  during  the  last  five  years  at  £31,560  as  against 
receipts  amounting  to  £30,086 — almost  equal ;  but  the  expenditure  includes  £16,490 
as  expenditure  on  the  reservoir,  and  the  receipts  include  £17,900  for  the  loan  raised  ; 
it  would  seem,  therefore,  that  your  ordinary  income  from  rates  during  the  last  five 
years  is  just  about  equal  to  your  expenditure;  is  that  so  ? — It  is  rather  a  difficult 
question  to  answer,  but  of  course  you  include  the  loans  in  that  revenue,  I  presume  ? 

5923.  You  have  included  the  loan  on  the  one  side  and  the  loan  expenditure  on 
the  other  ;  the  account  includes  everything  ? — Yes. 

5924.  And  the  two  sides  are  just  about  equal? — Yes. 

5925.  And  your  ordinary  expenditure  for  the  five  years  has  just  been  about  the 
same  as  your  receipts,  is  that  not  so  ? — Yes. 

5926.  £17,900  was  raised  under  three  loans,  I  think  ? — Yes. 

5927.  The  first  loan  in  1896  of  £11,000,  and  then  one  in  1898  of  £2,500,  and 
another  in  1901  of  £4,400  ? — Yes. 

5928.  Was  that  all  spent  on  the  reservoir  ? — All  of  the  first  two  loans.  The  last 
loan  of  £4,400  is  for  certain  public  works,  such  as  drainage,  water,  stables  and  so  on. 

5929.  £2,296  has  been  so  spent? — Yes. 

5930.  You  have  £2,103  still  over  ? — Yes. 

5931.  Is  that  appropriated  ? — It  is  a  temporary  loan  to  general  account. 

5932.  Yes,  but  is  it  planned  out  how  you  are  going  to  spend  it  ? — Oh,  yes,  of 
course  when  that  return  was  made  out  on  the  31st  December,  the  contractor  was  still 
engaged  upon  some  of  the  works,  and  his  account  was  not  due,  since  then  it  has 
been  paid. 

5933.  The  salaries  at  the  Head  Office  have  apparently  crept  up  from  £230  in 
1897  to  £805  in  1901  ?— Yes. 

5934.  How  would  you  explain  that  increase  ? — Extra  officials  and  increase  of 
salary.  At  first  there  were  only  two  officials,  and  now  there  are  five. 

5935.  Has  the  work  of  the  office  so  much  increased  ? — Yes,  very  considerably ;  in 
1897  we  had  no  Engineer,  now  we  have.  There  were  only  at  that  time  myself  and 
the  Water  Superintendent,  and  since  then  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  an  Engineer 
have  been  added. 

5936.  And  a  Health  Officer  ? — Yes,  and  an  Assistant  to  the  Municipal  Clerk. 

5937.  It  really  does  not  represent  so  much  an  increase  to  a  particular  officer’s 
salary  as  the  larger  number  of  officers  taken  on  ? — That  is  so. 

5938.  Have  you  any  loau  in  contemplation  other  than  those  which  I  have 
mentioned  ? — The  matter  has  not  been  before  the  Council  officially  to  do  so,  but  there 
is  a  need  for  a  loan.  We  have  completed  certain  works  now  and  spent  money  out  of 
general  account  which  will  have  to  go  to  a  loan  account  later  on.  We  have  to  do 
kerbing  and  guttering  and  sidewalks  and  construct  the  High  Level  Road,  and  then  we 
have  laid  water  pipes  for  about  £600  which  we  hope  will  be  included  in  the  same  loan. 

5939.  A  nd  to  complete  your  present  waterworks,  you  contemplate  spending  another 
£900  or  £1,000  ? — Yes,  a  lot  of  that  has  already  been  spent  since  the  date  to  which 
that  return  refers. 

5940.  Chairman.]  On  the  question  of  your  water  supply,  Mr.  Hugo,  you  have  at 
present  a  small  reservoir — a  service  reservoir? — Yes. 

5941.  How  much  does  your  service  reservoir  hold? — 3,000,000  gallons.  And  the 
dam  receives  a  lot  of  water  which  is  constantly  passing  through  it  to  the  reservoir. 

5942.  Where  does  the  water  come  from  to  that  dam  ? — From  the  Kloof,  vvhere 
the  Admiralty  get  their  water. 

5943.  And  you  get  the  overflow  ? — Not  exactly  the  overflow,  because  in  winter  the 
stream  is  very  strong,  and  the  water  comes  from  another  direction  as  well. 

5944.  How  much  do  you  store  there  ? — In  the  dam  about  19,000  gallons.  That 
dam  cost  us  £90 ;  we  simply  built  a  wall  in  the  Kloof,  and  below  that  dam  we  can 
build  another. 

5945.  But  that  dam  only  holds  19,000  gallons  ? — Yes,  but  it  continually  flows 
into  our  reservoir  of  3,000,000  gallons. 
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5946.  So  that  that  dam  does  not  count  for  much  in  your  water  supply  ? — No. 

5947.  Now,  to  what  extent  do  you  depend  upon  that  storage? — Well,  the  water 
does  not  always  run,  the  dam  dries  up  in  the  dry  season  because  then  the  Admiralty 
take  away  all  the  water. 

5948.  For  how  many  months  in  the  year  is  there  a  running  supply  equal  to  what 
you  want? — Well,  I  think  from  three  to  four  months  in  the  year. 

5949.  Sufficient  water  for  your  needs  ? — Yes. 

5950.  And  then  during  the  eight  or  niue  months  you  have  to  depend  upon  what 
is  in  that  dam  ? — We  have  to  depend  upon  our  springs.  (Mr.  Gillard)-.  I  think  the 
question  has  been  misunderstood,  because  the  fact  is  that  for  three  or  four  months  in 
the  year  we  depend  on  our  reservoir,  hut  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  we  have  a 
plentiful  supply. 

5951.  But  during  how  many  months  of  the  year  are  you  able  to  add  water  to 
that  dam  ? — About  eight  or  nine  months. 

5952.  Then  for  nine  months  you  can  keep  on  putting  into  the  reservoir  ? — Yes. 

5953.  And  then  you  get  a  dry  season  of  three  months,  and  you  tide  over  that 
three  months  by  the  water  that  you  have  collected? — Y'es,  but  we  require  larger 
storage. 

5954.  Your  3,000,000  have  to  serve  a  population  of  4,000  people  for  three 
months  ? — We  estimate  the  population  at  3,500. 

5955.  What  does  that  come  to  for  each  inhabitant,  doe3  it  not  work  out  to  a  very 
small  allowance  ? — Yes,  but  I  think  each  individual  is  allowed  twenty-four  gallons 
per  day. 

5956.  But  he  does  not  get  that  ? — I  have  not  worked  it  out. 

5957.  He  would  get  about  eight  gallons  of  water ;  that  is  of  the  water  stored  each 
head  of  the  population  would  only  get  that  ? — Yes,  I  should  think  so ;  the  storage 
capacity  would  work  out  at  about  8  gallons  per  head  per  day  for  the  dry  season. 

5958.  That  is  a  very  small  supply  ? — Yes. 

5959.  And  then  you  have  a  spring  which  will  yield  how  much  ? — 22,000  gallons 
per  day  in  addition  to  the  storage. 

5960.  That  would  bring  you  up  to  about  14  gallons  per  diem  for  each  inhabi¬ 
tant  ? — Yes. 

5961.  That  is  still  a  small  supply  ? — Yes. 

5962.  Have  the  Municipality  thought  of  any  plan  for  increasing  that  supply  ? — 

Yes. 

5963.  Where  do  you  propose  to  go? — We  have  a  plan  at  Noordhoek,  but  there 
are  a  great  many  difficulties. 

5964.  What  are  the  difficulties  ? — There  are  too  many  inhabitants  who  have 
a  right  to  the  water,  besides  the  Kalk  Bay  Municipality  have  bought  the  rights  of 
the  overflow  of  the  water  from  the  farmer  who  owns  the  place,  so  that  we  cannot  get  it 
there. 

5965.  Is  that  Noordhoek  ?— From  the  Noordhoek  District.  Our  Town  Clerk  has 
been  over  to  enquire  and  the  Town  Clerk  of  Kalk  Bay  has  informed  him  that  the 
Municipality  of  Kalk  Bay  have  bought  the  right  from  the  owner.  Then  lower  down 
there  is  a  farm  of  Mr.  Lancaster;  but  below  there  are  riparian  proprietors  who  have 
had  the  right  to  the  water  for  many  years  and  the  only  plan  that  1  can  see  is  for  us  to 
join  on  to  any  water  scheme  which  Cape  Town  or  the  Government  might  decide  to 
bring  to  the  Peninsula. 

5966.  With  regard  to  Noordhoek,  is  it  not  the  case  that  a  large  supply  is  avail¬ 
able  there  fur  you  ? — There  is  a  large  supply,  but  Kalk  Bay  have  got  the  rights. 

5967.  But  have  they  bought  the  right? — Their  Town  Clerk  said  so. 

5968.  Did  not  your  Engineer  measure  there  ? — Yes. 

5969.  And  what  did  Mr.  Attridge  say  ? — He  said  it  would  yield  120,000  gallons 
per  day. 

5970.  When  was  that  ? — In  March  last. 

5971.  And  is  it  since  then  that  Kalk  Bay  people  have  bought  the  rights? — No, 
it  was  before  that.  We  asked  Mr.  Colyn  and  he  said  that  he  would  be  willing  to 
sell  it  to  the  Government,  meaning  the  Municipality,  and  I  wanted  to  be  quite  satisfied 
on  the  matter,  and  sent  our  Town  Clerk  to  Kalk  Bay  to  make  enquiries,  and  they 
informed  him  that  it  was  sold  for  £305,  that  is  for  the  overflow. 

5972.  Does  that  take  up  the  whole  of  the  Noordhoek  supply  ? — Yes. 

5973.  And  there  is  no  other  approach  to  it  ? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

5974.  Then  you  have  to  look  in  other  directions  ? — Yes.  I  might  add  that  Mr. 
Colyn  approached  the  Council  and  said  that  he  had  purchased  the  water  rights  from 
the  farm  and  offered  us  the  rights  for  a  certain  sum,  but  the  owner  of  the  farm 
said  that  he  had  only  given  Mr.  Colyn  the  option  of  purchasing  in  order  to  allow  him 
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to  search  for  minerals,  and  that  Mr.  Colyn  paid  £50  for  the  option,  but  that  Mr. 
Colaine  had  no  right  to  the  water.  Since  then  we  have  ascertained  from  Kalk  Bay 
that  there  is  an  agreement  between  them  and  the  farmer,  and  pending  the  decision  of 
this  Commission,  the  Council  has  not  thought  it  advisable  to  do  anything  further  in 
the  matter. 

5975  Do  you  agree  with  the  Mayor,  Mr.  Dillard,  that  there  is  really  a  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  your  getting  a  supply  of  water  from  Noordhoek  ? — Yes,  the  same 
difficulty  arose  with  regard  to  Mr.  Lancaster’s  farm,  where  a  Mr.  Barker  said  that  he 
had  bought  the  rights,  but  Mr.  Lancaster  said  again  that  he  has  not,  and  we  have  done 
nothing  further  in  the  matter. 

5976.  The  stream  at  Noordhoek  is  a  very  strong  stream  ? — Yes,  about  120,000 
gallons  per  day. 

5977.  Has  it  been  ascertained  that  this  water  runs  all  the  year  round  ? — More 
than  that  quantity ;  that  quantity  was  gauged  after  a  rain  ;  but  still  the  rain  would 
not  have  made  very  much  difference,  and  Mr.  Colyn  told  us  that  it  has  registered 
100,000  gallons  during  the  driest  period  of  the  year. 

5978.  And  when  do  you  say  you  registered  it? — About  the  15th  March. 

5979.  A  couple  of  months  ago  ? — Yes. 

5980.  Has  the  other  Municipality  done  anything  ? — Yes,  Kalk  Bay  has  bought 
the  rights. 

5981.  Have  they  done  anything  in  the  way  of  putting  up  a  reservoir? — Yes, 
they  have  got  a  reservoir  there,  and  I  have  also  been  given  to  understand  that  the 
water  we  registered  there  was  simply  the  overflow  from  their  reservoir. 

5982.  Is  Mr.  Attridge  coming  to  give  evidence  ? — No. 

5983.  Mr.  Stewart.']  The  Noordhoek  that  you  refer  to,  is  that  the  Noordhoek  that 
drains  towards  the  Atlantic  or  towards  Fish  Hoek  Bay  ? — Towards  Fish  Hoek  Bay. 

5984.  You  know  that  the  Municipality  of  Kalk  Bay  have  built  a  reservoir 
up  that  valley  ? — Yes. 

5985.  And  you  proposed  to  take  another  supply  from  there  down  the  same  valley 
but  you  have  been  given  to  understand  that  it  could  not  be  got  ? — Yes. 

5986.  When  you  went  to  negotiate  you  found  that  Kalk  Bay  had  bought  the  right 
of  that  supply  in  addition  to  the  water  rights  higher  up  ? — Yes  ;  and  we  heard  at  the 
time  that  it  was  the  overflow  which  was  running  from  their  reservoir  that  we  measured, 
but  I  don’t  know  whether  that  is  the  case  or  not. 

5987.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  don’t  know  whether  it  is  a  water  supply  independent 
of  or  whether  it  is  from  the  reservoir  of  Kalk  Bay  ? — No. 

5988.  How  far  is  that  from  Simonstown  ? — About  eight  miles. 

5989.  And  has  Mr.  Attridge  given  you  an  estimate  of  what  it  would  cost  to  bring 
that  water  in  suppose  you  got  it  ? — No. 

5990.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  other  scheme  for  a  supply  of  water  ? — Yes,  from 
Mr.  Lancaster’s  farm  just  on  the  top  of  Red  Hill,  which  will  yield  about  60,000 
gallons  a  day. 

5991.  The  same  difficulties? — Yes,  the  same  difficulties  of  parties  claiming  the 
rights,  but  I  think  that  could  be  settled  if  the  Council  took  the  matter  up  earnestly, 
but  seeing  that  the  Government  is  having  in  view  the  supply  of  water  either  from 
Oliphant’s  Hoek  or  some  other  source,  the  Council  have  left  the  matter  in  abeyance 
until  they  know  the  decision  of  this  Commission. 

5992.  You  have  there  the  difficulty  that  one  of  the  farms  is  entailed  ? — 'Yes,  1 
have  heard  of  one. 

5993.  And  then  60,000  gallons  is  not  worth  going  to  very  much  trouble  about  ? — 
It  would  assist  us  with  the  other  springs,  and  no  doubt  with  careful  attention  we  might 
get  other  sources. 

5994.  Does  it  lie  in  a  direction  that  would  permit  of  it  being  combined  with  the 
Noordhoek  scheme  ? — We  could  do  so. 

5995.  Would  it  be  possible  to  have  a  common  pipe  for  any  long  distance  ?  I 
thiuk  we  could  join  it  about  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  outside  the  town  ? — We  would 
not  have  gone  in  for  any  one  of  these  schemes,  before  we  had  the  great  man  on  water 
to  inspect  it.  We  want  Mr.  Stewart  first  to  come  and  tell  us  whether  we  could  venture 
such  a  thing  or  not,  but  I  don’t  hold  with  any  of  those  schemes ;  I  hold  that  the 
Government  should  bring  water  to  the  Peninsula. 

5996.  You  will  be  prepared  to  take  a  share  in  a  big  scheme? — Yes. 

5997.  Is  that  the  view  of  the  Council  ? — I  think  it  would  be  the  view  of  the  whole 
Council.  I  don’t  care  about  these  small  ventures,  I  like  a  big  scheme,  and  if  we  have 
to  pay  we  would  rather  pay  to  the  Government.  If  we  had  to  go  on  providing  storage 
for  our  requirements,  we  should  have  to  provide  fresh  storage  every  year ;  and  the 
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F.  N^sr>Huoo  ^ ater  *s  s0  "° fr°m  storage  at  ICla vers  Valley,  where  we  can  build  another 
and  flam,  as  the  spring  water. 

JT.  S^Gillatd.  5998.  You  refer  to  the  water  from  the  same  source  from  which  the  Admiralty 
6th  May,  1902.  consei’ves  ?•  1  es  ;  we  don’t  want  to  build  a  reservoir  every  year,  we  want  one  good 
stream  of  water  that  flows  all  the  year  round.  & 

5999.  And  that  is  why  you  would  rather  participate  in  a  large  scheme  ? — Yes,  in 
order  to  securea  supply  that  can  run  throughout  the  year  instead  of  meddling  with 
these  paltry  affairs.  ° 


WEDNESDAY,  7th  MAY,  1902. 
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Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 
Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
Mr.  Lawrence. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers. 


Mr.  Theodore  Vollmer  examined. 
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6000.  Chairman .]  Will  you  give  us  your  full  name,  please? — Theodore  Vollmer. 

6001.  You  have  been  delegated  by  the  Town  Council  of  Wynberg  to  give  evidence 
to  this  Commission  on  the  matters  referred  to  it  ?— I  have. 

6002.  And  you  are  a  member  of  that  Council  ? — I  have  been  for  the  last  nine 
years. 

6003.  And  you  have  been  for  a  long  time  resident  in  Wynberg  ? — Only  for  about 
ten  years. 

6004.  Where  did  you  reside  before  ? — AtO’okiep  in  Namaqualand;  the  Wynberg 
people  spanned  me  in  very  soon  after  my  arrival  here. 

6005.  Now  the  Municipality  of  Wynberg  has  a  very  considerable  area,  has  it  not  ? 
— A  very  large  area  has  been  quite  recently  added  to  Wynberg  by  the  wish  of  the 
Government,  viz.,  the  whole  area  of  Plumstead  and  Diep  River ;  but  besides  that 
Wynberg  has  a  considerable  area. 

6006.  So  that  Wynberg  had  a  large  area  when  created  a  Municipality  under  the 
Act  of  1882  ?— Yes. 

6007.  How  did  you  add  to  the  original  area— how  did  you  set  about  it? — We  did 
not  set  about  it — we  were  not  at  all  anxious,  but  the  Government  found  that  the  por¬ 
tion  to  be  added  was  becoming  very  densely  populated  and  had  no  sanitation.  The- 
Government  then  approached  us  on  the  ground  that  in  view  of  the  condition  of  things 
which  existed  there  was  a  possible  source  of  danger  to  the  inhabitants  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  We  saw  that  there  was  a  danger  to  Wynberg  and  we  then  readily  fell 
in  with  the  wish  of  the  Gevernment. 

6008.  Did  the  people  petition  them  to  join? — First  they  spoke  against  it,  but 
we  showed  them  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  Wynberg,  and  they  then  agreed. 

6009.  I  want  to  know  whether  the  people  of  Plumstead  and  Diep  Elver  took 
any  steps  in  the  first  instance  with  a  view  to  being  joined? — Oh  no  ;  not  as  a  body; 
there  might  have  been  a  case  here  and  there,  but  the  Government  really  took  the 
first  steps. 

6010.  The  Municipal  Council  of  Wynberg  did  not  take  the  first  steps  ?— No. 

6011.  When  was  this  addition  made? — I  think  about  three  years  ago,  if  1 
remember  rightly. 

6012.  Mr.  Gurney .]  It  was  in  October,  1899  ?— Yes,  it  was  about  that  time. 

6013.  Chairman Was  that  the  first  substantial  addition  to  Wynberg  since  it  was 
created  a  Municipality  under  the  Act  of  1882  ? — Yes ;  there  had  been  a  small  portion 
added  before.  That  was  upon  a  petition  from  Mr.  Buissinne  and  Mr.  Beard  and  a  few 
others  to  take  in  a  small  portion  of  Claremont,  as  that  portion  could  only  properly  be 
served  with  water  by  Wynberg.  As  a  matter  of  fact  Claremont  was  not  able  to  supply 
them  at  all  with  water,  and  then  a  Commission  was  appointed  with  the  result  that  it 
was  added  to  Wynberg. 
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6014.  That  was  done  upon  a  petition  from  certain  inhabitants  ? — Yes. 

6015.  Mr.  Gurnet/. ]  That  was  in  1896  ? — Yes. 

6016.  Chub  man. ]  How  many  Councillors  have  you  at  Wynberg  ? — Nine. 

6017.  And  how  many  inhabitants  exclusive  of  the  Military? — We  reckon  at 
present — of  course  it  is  only  a  rough  estimate — that  we  have  a  population  of  about 
fifteen  thousand. 

6018.  And  they  are  made  up  of  the  usual  class  of  townspeople,  shop-keepers, 
store-keepers,  wagon-makers,  and  so  on  ? — We  have  a  very  large  percentage  of  Civil 
Servants  living  at  Wynberg. 

6019.  Those  simply  reside  at  Wynberg? — Yes  ;  we  also  have  some  business  men 
from  town  residing  there,  but  they  are  not  nearly  so  numerous  as  the  Civil  Servants, 
the  distance  of  course  tells. 

6020.  What  proportion  of  the  people  comes  to  town  as  Civil  Servants  or  for 
business,  and  what  proportion  resides  altogether  at  Wynberg? — That  I  would  not  bo 
able  to  tell.  I  did  not  know  that  such  a  question  would  be  put  to  me,  and  therefore  I 
did  not  prepare  that  information,  but  I  should  think  it  could  easily  be  ascertained  from 
the  Stationmaster,  who  could  tell  how  many  season  tickets  he  issues. 

6021.  Are  parts  of  Wynberg  rather  densely  populated? — No  part  is  very  densely 
populated,  but  the  middle  parts  of  the  town  are  fairly  well  populated. 

6022.  Have  you  the  area  of  Wynberg  as  it  now  exists? — Oh,  yes;  the  area  is 
1,612  morgen,  or  about  5i-rd  square  miles — that  is  the  exact  area. 

6023.  Have  you  any  coloured  people  in  Wynberg  ? — We  have  a  good  many,  but 
they  do  not  predominate. 

6024.  The  European  population  predominates? — Yes. 

6025.  Largely  ?— Yes. 

6026.  And  as  holders  of  property  they  very  much  exceed  the  coloured  people  ? 
— Oh,  yes. 

6027.  Wynberg  is  a  very  favourite  residential  suburb  ? — Yes. 

6028.  Some  time  ago  Wynberg  was  part  of  a  larger  Municipality,  was  it  not? — 
Wynberg  is  the  residue  of  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  which  used  to  meet  at 
Wynberg. 

6029.  Then  Wynberg  was  the  seat  of  Municipal  Governxnent  for  Liesbeek  ? — 1 
don’t  know  that  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  I  was  told  so  by  the  older  members  of  the 
Council. 

6030.  Your  view  is  that  the  other  three  Municipalities  seceded  fi’om  you? — Well, 
I  think  it  was  found  that  they  could  not  work  properly.  The  area  was  too  scattered. 

6031.  Do  you  know  what  led  to  the  secession  ? — No,  I  have  no  idea. 

6332.  Do  you  know  how  it  was  that  Wynberg  came  to  Parliament  for  water 
rights  on  Table  Mountain  ? — Well,  in  my  opinion  it  was  Wynberg’s  right  because 
Wynberg  had  bought  the  farm  Orange  Kloof,  and  those  streams — both  the  back 
streams  and  the  main  streams — are  the  sources  of  the  rivers  which  pass  through  our 
farm,  so  that  I  think  Wynberg  was  justly  entitled  to  get  it.  As  a  matter  cf  fact,  Cape 
Town  had  to  pay  Wynberg  compensation  for  the  area  of  the  main  stream  because  it 
belongs  of  right  to  Wynberg. 

6033.  Was  there  not  some  trouble  in  consequence  of  a  certain  Water  Company 
acquiring  Table  Mountain  water  rights  ? — That  I  don’t  know.  I  oxdy  know  that  the 
rights  belong  to  us  and  that  we  hold  the  key  to  the  whole  position. 

6034.  I  understand  that ;  but  I  wish  to  get  at  the  cause  of  the  breaking  up  of  the 
Liesbeek  Municipality,  and  to  know  if  you  could  say  whether  it  was  from  any  trouble 
about  water  supply,  or  from  any  other  specific  cause  ? — From  what  I  heard  later  on,  I 
understand  that  the  other  Municipalities  considei-ed  that  they  were  well  served  by  the 
Albion  Spring.  In  fact,  they  considered  the  Wynberg  scheme  a  foolish  one,  and  so 
did  some  of  the  Wynberg  ratepayers  for  that  matter,  until  we  showed  them  what  a 
good  thing  it  was. 

6035.  Then  the  separation  did  arise  out  of  troubles  about  water  ? — i  don’t  know. 

All  I  understand  was  that  they  considered  that  the  Albion  Spring - 

6036.  We  will  come  to  the  specific  question  of  the  water  supply  presently;  I  was 
trying  to  see  why  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  was  split  up  ? — I  think  they  were  very 
wise  in  doing  so. 

6037.  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  they  would  be  wise  in  coming  together 
again  ? — I  will  give  evidence  when  we  come  to  that  part. 

6038.  Mr.  Gurnet/.']  When  you  wish  to  enlarge  or  alter  your  boundaries,  the 
course  of  procedure  is  first  to  put  a  notice  in  the  Gazette — from  the  Municipal  Council ; 
then  the  Government  consenting  puts  in  a  Government  notice  that  they  will  enlarge 
the  boundary,  and  then  later  on  comes  the  Proclamation  ? — If  there  is  any  objection,  a 
Commission  is  appointed  to  go  into  all  the  merits  of  the  case. 
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6039.  And  there  was  an  objection  in  1896  in  the  case  of  the  Claremont  and 
Wynberg  boundaries? — Oh  yes,  the  Claremont  people  objected. 

6040.  In  your  estimate  of  the  population,  you  have  not,  of  course,  included  the 
Military  ? — No. 

6041.  Has  the  Wynberg  Council,  in  taking  in  Plumstead  and  the  other  places, 
given  any  consideration  to  the  Coustantia  area  ? — As  I  stated  before,  the  Wynberg 
Council  is  not  anxious  at  all  to  take  other  areas  in  ;  they  find  it  is  a  losing  business,  as 
it  can  only  be  done  at  the  cost  of  the  ratepayers  in  Wynberg. 

6042.  In  the  case  of  Diep  River  and  Plumstead,  the  Government  made  the  first 
move  and  Wynberg  welcomed  that  move  because  they  recognised  the  danger  ? — Yes. 

6043.  And  are  they  not  recognising  the  danger  in  the  case  of  Constantia  ? — I 
don’t  think  there  is  any  danger — there  has  never  been  any  epidemic  there. 

6044.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  a  large  coloured  population  there,  aud  that 
small-pox  was  particularly  bad  in  that  area? — If  the  Government  says  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary,  then  the  Wjmberg  Councillors  would  look  into  the  matter. 

6045.  Mr.  Stewart.']  To  put  it  shortly,  do  I  understand  that  it  is  not  the  policy 
of  the  Wvnberg  people  to  seek  to  increase  their  area  ? — No,  it  is  not  their  policy. 

6046.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  You  say  a  number  of  the  residents  there  are  Civil  Servants? 

Yes. 

6047.  I  suppose  that  gives  a  tone  to  the  place? — We  pride  ourselves  in  having 
intelligent  ratepayers. 

6048.  Do  they  take  any  interest  in  Municipal  affairs  ? — They  are  debarred  from 
taking  a  practical  interest,  but  I  know  that  they  do  take  an  interest,  as  several  have 
approached  me  about  different  matters. 

6049.  With  regard  to  the  Liesbeek  Municipality,  you  say  they  met  in  Wynberg? 
— I  don’t  know  that  for  a  fact. 

6050.  You  were  not  a  member  of  that  Municipality  ? — No. 

6051.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Don’t  you  think  that  there  is  some  other  public  duty  that  a 
Local  Authority  owes  besides  the  mere  consideration  of  what  extra  charge  may  be 
involved  upon  the  rates  ? — Well,  I  have  said  that  if  we  feel  that  it  is  necessary  that 
our  surroundings  should  be  made  cleaner,  then  we  are  prepared  to  do  so,  as  we  have 
done  before,  at  a  financial  loss. 

6052.  Then  presuming  that  it  is  shown  that  a  necessity  exists  for  adding  to  your 
Municipality,  you  would  have  no  objection? — Well,  we  have  a  fair  minded  Council, 
and  I  think  under  those  circumstances  they  would  be  favourably  disposed  to  such  a 
proposal. 

6053.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  property  that  you  have  taken  in  towards  Plumstead 
and  Diep  River  is  a  fairly  valuable  property  and  pays  rates  ? — We  expend  more  on 
them  than  we  receive.  We  have  got  to  lay  an  enormous  length  of  pipe  and  also  of 
electric  lights  which  cost  us  a  good  deal. 

6054.  But  you  have  the  power  to  levy  a  special  rate  on  an  area  like  that  for  these 
special  matters  ? — One  does  not  like  to  take  in  a  new  area  and  burden  the  people  at 
once  with  special  rates.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  have  an  arrangement  with  Plumstead 
by  which  we  have  agreed  to  expend  upon  them  every  penny  that  we  receive  from 
them ;  that  is  on  the  construction  of  roads  and  such  matters,  and  besides  we  spend  a 
good  deal  of  money  that  comes  in  as  rates  to  the  credit  of  the  Wynberg  Council 
upon  mains. 

6055.  What  mains  ? — Water  mains.  We  don’t  get  anything  like  the  interest  on 
the  laying  of  the  water  mains  because  they  don’t  consume  sufficient  water. 

6056.  But  you  will  in  the  future  ? — Oh  yes,  we  hope  so. 

6057.  Chairman.]  Did  the  people  apply  to  you  to  have  these  ma:ns  laid? — Yes. 

6058.  Why  did  you  not  apply  the  special  clause  in  the  Act  empowering  you  to 
rate  specially  ? — Well,  we  can,  of  course,  make  any  laws  we  like  as  regards  water. 

6059.  The  law  is  there  ;  I  want  to  know  why  it  was  not  applied  ? — We  had  no 
need  to  go  to  any  rate.  The  water  stands  outside  the  Act  ;  and  we  did  not  want  to 
saddle  them  at  the  very  beginning  with  a  heavy  expenditure,  so  we  laid  one  main 
down,  We  have  a  resolution  from  the  Council  that  whosoever  wants  a  main  laid  down 
after  this  has  to  pay  one-half  of  the  cost.  We  had  to  do  that  in  order  to  protect  our  old 
ratepayers  in  the  old  area. 

6060.  Then  you  are  not  out  of  pocket  quite  so  much  ? — Well,  I  hope  in  course  of 
time  it  will  prove  a  good  asset, 

6061.  Mr.  Gurney  will  now  ask  a  few  questions  about  the  Council’s  financial  posi¬ 
tion  ? — Yes. 

6062.  Mr.  Gurney.]  We  have  caused  the  statements  rendered  by  the  Council  to 
be  abstracted  and  added,  and  the  result  is  that  the  receipts  and  the  payments  for  the 
last  6  years  are  totalled  ? — Is  that  general  Municipal  expenditure  or  water  works  ? 
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6063.  General  Municipal  expenditure  ? — Yes. 

6064.  These  statements  shew  receipts  amounting  to  £36,937  and  the  expenditure 
£44,457  p — Quite  so. 

6065.  That  is  :  the  expenditure  is  some  £8,000  more  than  the  receipts  ? — That 
is  easily  explained.  You  will  find  if  you  take  each  year  separately  that  we  very 
nearly  balance  everything.  The  only  year  that  is  out  is  the  last  year.  The  receipts 
are  shewn  at  £10,346  and  the  expenditure  £15,035.  Well,  the  explanation  is  this  : 
that  our  rate  is  levied  on  the  1st  November,  but  it  practically  becomes  only  payable 
in  February  of  the  following  year,  so  that  about  £9,000  is  only  paid  in  the  next  half, 
in  February  of  1902.  At  the  same  time  we  have  spent  a  large  portion  up  to  the  end 
of  December,  when,  as  I  say,  a  large  portion  of  our  income  is  outstanding. 

6066.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  revenue  paid  this  year  in  February  is  only  sufficient 
to  wipe  off  the  liabilities  arising  from  the  previous  year,  leaving  you  nothing  to  go  on  with 
for  the  current  year  ? — I  don’t  think  so.  We  estimate  that  we  shall  have  a  very  small 
overdraft  this  year.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  we  have  been  landed  in  a 
heavy  sum  owing  to  the  plague  business,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  we  have  the  rate 
of  2d. 

6067.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  you  spent  on  the  plague  £573,  and  you  recovered 
£507  from  the  Government  ? — But  then  the  thing  is  this :  we  have  only  placed  to 
“  Plague  expenditure  ”  such  items  as  we  could  expeot  to  recover  from  the  Government, 
but  there  are  other  items  which  really  formed  part  of  the  expenditure  on  the  plague, 
such  as  scavenging  and  so  on,  which  was  very  heavy  hut  which  was  not  included  in  the 
amount  to  be  recovered  from  the  Government. 

6068.  But  is  it  not  a  fact  that  that  additional  expenditure  simply  represents  the 
cleaning  up  of  the  place  which  ought  to  have  been  done  systematically  before  ? — Well, 
in  my  opinion  a  lot  of  money  was  wasted,  as  things  were  done  in  a  hurry,  and  I  consider 
that  things  could  have  been  done  far  cheaper  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  rush. 

6069.  Yes  ;  but  the  outbreak  of  plague  had  the  effect  of  making  the  Wynberg 
Municipality  spend  a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  cleaning  up  where  no  cleaning  up 
had  taken  place  before? — Yes;  but  in  many  oases  most  unnecessarily.  There 
were  places  which  were  perhaps  not  quite  up  to  date,  but  I  don’t  think  that  Wynberg 
was  in  a  very  unsanitary  state  before  that.  Of  course,  no  matter  what  the  place  is,  one 
can  always  find  fault ;  even  if  we  had  a  rate  of  4d.  we  could  spend  every  penny,  but 
what  we  look  to  doing  is  what  is  absolutely  neoessary  and  with  a  view  to  economy  as 
far  as  possible.  We  don’t  wish  to  pump  our  ratepayers  in  order  to  he  able  to  say 
every  speck  is  quite  clean. 

6070.  But  the  money  that  was  spent  was  not  thrown  away? — To  a  certain  extent 
perhaps  not,  but  I  consider  that  on  the  whole  a  good  portion  was  thrown  away. 

6071.  On  thewhole.it  was  decidedly  for  the  benefit  of  Wynberg  ? — Yes. 

6072.  It  improved  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  place  ? — Yes. 

6073.  The  normal  expenditure  in  this  matter  of  scavenging  is  not  likely  to  be  as 
low  again  as  it  was  before  the  plague  ? — Well,  that  follows  because  we  are  increasing 
daily  and  new  houses  are  being  built,  so  that  we  are  bmnd  to  go  up  higher  every  year. 
And  then  our  staff  have  increased.  Formerly  we  had  only  one  man,  an  old  Inspector, 
and  no  Engineer  at  all.  but  now  we  have  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Engineer,  and  an 
Assistant  Engineer,  and  so  on  ;  but  by  the  natural  growth  of  the  place  we  cannot 
help  that.  I  would  not  like  it  to  go  forth  that  Wynberg  had  been  remiss  in  its  duty 
before  the  plague,  and  that  it  has  only  done  its  duty  since  then. 

6074.  But  then,  how  do  you  justify  the  statement  you  made  just  now  with  regard 
to  the  increase  of  the  expenditm’e  ;  that  is  the  increase  of  £5,000  ? — It  was  put  down 
as  due  to  the  plague,  but  is  largely  owing  to  the  natural  growth  of  the  place  after  Diep 
River  came  in. 

6075.  It  includes  some  stormwater  drains,  does  it  not? — Yes,  in  Wolf  Street, 
hut  then  that  is  a  thing  which  only  happens  once  and  will  not  occur  again.  In  1901 

•  there  is  first  “  Wolf  Street  expenditure  £459  10s.  ”  and  the  “  Police  ”  £252  as  against 
£116  5s.  Then  there  is  the  Royal  Visit,  which  shews  an  expenditure  of  £200.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  have  here  the  figures.  It  makes  a  total  of  £950,  which  is  expenditure 
that  will  not  occur  again,  and,  consequently,  our  expenditure  next  year  will  be  less  by 
that  amount. 

6076.  But  the  shortfall  for  the  5  years  amounts  to  some  £8,000,  and  the  rates  falling 
due  in  February  amount  to  some  £8,000.  How  then  do  you  argue  that  you  will  come 
out  right  at  the  end  of  this  financial  year  ? — I  don’t  know  whether  we  will  come  out 
all  right.  Of  course,  I  don’t  know  all  the  details,  hut  I  know  sufficient  of  the  general 
financial  state  of  Wynberg  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that  the  debt  will  be  very  small.  Our 
overdraft  at  the  Bank  is  only  £5,000,  and  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year  we  shall 
only  he  in  debt  to  the  extent  of  £1,000  or  £2,000. 

[G.  21—1902.]  mm 
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6077.  Is  that  in  consequence  of  the  large  increase  in  the  valuation  of  the  property 
that  you  are  expecting  a  larger  rate  ? — That  does  not  affect  the  amount  of  rates  that  we 
expeoted  in  February  last. 

6078.  The  Council  has  also  rendered  to  us  a  statement  of  assets  and  liabilities  as 
on  the  31st  December,  1901,  showing  a  surplus  of  assets  over  liabilities  of  £9,788  ? — 
That  is  why  I  said  that  you  will  see  on  the  other  side  that  the  tenants’  rate  and  the 
owners’  rate,  which  was  due  in  1901,  but  which  we  would  only  receive  in  1902, 
is  included  as  an  asset,  consequently  there  must  be  a  surplus.  The  amount  must  go 
into  the  financial  year. 

6079.  You  get  this  balance  by  collecting  these  rates,  and  they  are  wanted  to  square 
last  year’s  accounts  ? — Our  financial  year  runs  to  J une.  In  order  to  comply  with  the 
wishes  of  this  Commission  we  have  had  to  cut  everything  in  half,  so  to  speak,  in  order 
to  prepare  that  return,  but  our  financial  year  runs  from  July  to  June. 

6080.  Then  when  you  say  that  you  will  come  out  particularly  well  this  year,  you 
mean  the  financial  year  ending  on  the  30th  June,  1902  ? — I  mean  that  we  shall  have 
very  little  debt,  and  I  think  we  shall  come  out  fairly  correct. 

6081.  I  want  to  be  clear  on  this  point :  practically  you  are  running  your  accounts 
on  a  financial  year  ending  the  30th  June? — Yes. 

6082.  And  at  the  end  of  December  it  does  not  follow  that  you  will  come  out  quite 
right  ? — We  will  always  be  wrong  if  we  take  it  up  to  that  period. 

6083.  Well,  now,  among  the  assets  you  show  the  waterworks  and  certain  moneys 
that  you  have  spent  on  drainage  and  under  the  heading  “  General  ” — an  amount  of 
£25,000,  but  there  is  no  landed  property  included  there  ? — Well,  there  is  £17,000  for 
the  Municipal  Hall  and  buildings  included  under  “  General.” 

6084.  By  Act  17  of  1896,  certain  lands  were  vested  in  the  Municipal  Council  of 
Wynberg  ? — We  have  no  right  to  bring  that  up  as  an  asset. 

6085.  You  have  not  valued  these  ? — No. 

6086.  Have  you  any  idea  of  what  they  are  really  worth  ? — They  belong  to  the 
ratepayers,  and  we  do  not  wish  to  bring  that  up. 

6087.  You  have  not  considered  the  question  of  selling  the  land  and  providing  a 
inking  fund  out  of  the  proceeds,  as  Woodstock  did?  — I  object  strongly  to  that ;  we 
want  to  keep  these  open  spaces  for  the  people  for  parks  and  so  on,  and  we  would  rather 
buy  more  than  sell. 

6088.  Therefore  you  do  not  put  them  in  as  an  asset  to  be  done  away  with  ? — Yes, 
we  want  to  keep  them  as  an  asset  of  the  Municipality  in  perpetuity. 

6089.  Now,  in  the  “  General  ”  expenditure  of  £25,000  which  you  shew  as  an 
asset,  there  is  included  the  Town  Hall  and  stables  and  so  on  ;  but  as  a  matter  of  fact 
these  are  not  valuable  assets  for  the  purpose  of  paying  your  debt  ? — We  have  a  lot  of 
waste  land,  but  we  have  not  valued  that  at  all.  The  figures  that  we  give  represent 
actual  money  paid  away.  Thus  the  Town  Hall  represents  about  £15,000,  and  the 
stables  about  £2,000  ;  so  that  there  only  remains  a  balance  of  about  £7,000,  which 
we  have  spent  on  all  kinds  of  other  works.  That  shews  that  we  have  a 
very  good  position,  and  that  we  have  very  little  interest  to  meet.  Our 
waterworks  is  a  splendid  paying  business,  and  of  course  when  our  drainage  is  finished 
that  will  enable  us  to  decrease  our  expenditure  by  about  £4,000,  which  we  have  to  pay 
now  for  sanitary  works.  I  particularly  wish  the  Commission  to  keep  in  view  that 
Wynberg  occupies  a  very  strong  and  favourable  position. 

6090.  You  say  that  your  Waterworks  represent  a  very  paying  investment  ? — Yes. 

6091.  But  according  to  the  accounts  rendered,  apparently  an  expenditure  on 
Waterworks  during  the  five  years  has  amounted  to  £18,134  and  the  receipts  to 
£18,693  ? — That  is  so. 

6092.  The  receipts  are  about  £500  more  than  the  expenditure  ? — Yes,  but  you 
must  look  on  the  other  side  and  you  will  see  that  in  1900  we  used  £884  17s.  Id.  in  the 
purchase  of  meters.  Then  the  next  year  we  placed  £300  to  the  Royal  Visit.  That 
already  means  £1,200  and  later  on  again  £66  for  meters.  Those 
are  sums  that  you  must  account  for.  Now  take  the  sums  as  you 
correctly  gave  them.  There  is  £18,134,  which  is  the  expenditure,  but  to 
that  you  must  add  a  debit  of  £311  that  was  taken  over  from  previous  years.  That 
brings  it  up  to  £18,444,  and  the  receipts  amount  to  £18,693.  We  take  now  all  the 
moneys  that  we  have  in  hand ;  there  would  be  first  £311  deficit ;  then  £884  purchase 
of  meters  ;  then  again  £68  purchase  of  meters  ;  then  £300  the  Royal  Visit,  and  so  on, 
besides  all  the  money  there  is  to  come  in  from  the  outstanding  debts,  and  which  have 
to  be  added  to  that.  It  will  be  seen  that  we  have  made  quite  a  fair  income  without 
being  too  hard  on  the  ratepayers.  It  must  further  be  borne  in  mind  that  Wynberg 
has  been  very  generous  in  its  charge  for  water  to  the  ratepayers.  The  Municipality 
charges  the  ratepayer  on  the  minipium  use,  instead  of  on  the  maximum,  as  other 
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Municipalities  do,  and  that  makes  a  wonderful  difference,  because  if  we  were  to  charge 
to  the  full  then  we  would  get  nearly  three  times  as  much  revenue  ;  but  Wynberg  has 
always  endeavoured  to  give  the  ratepayers  plenty  of  water. 

6093.  In  the  expenditure  on  the  waterworks  is  included  the  interest  on  all  the 
loans  ? — Yes. 

6094.  I  daresay  you  are  aware  that  that  is  not  done  in  every  direction  ? — Well,  I 
don’t  know. 

6095.  Consequently,  the  expenditure  shown  on  waterworks  is  really  inclusive  of 
everything  ?— Yes,  if  we  were  to  get  every  penny  in  for  our  water  we  would  make  a 
huge  profit. 

6096.  In  the  matter  of  leadings  to  the  mains  you  are  not  quite  so  happy  in  the 
five  years,  for  you  lost  £500  ? — It  is  only  apparently  so.  We  did  not  want  to  make 
any  profit  out  of  the  leadings,  and  I  am  bound  to  point  out  that  we  have  some  stock 
on  hand  to  the  value  of  about  £500.  We  import  lead  pipes  from  England  ourselves, 
of  which  we  have  a  quantity  on  hand ;  besides,  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  money 
iutstanding,  so  that  when  we  get  that  in  we  will  not  be  in  debt  under  that  heading. 

6097.  You  have  raised  15  loans  amounting  to  £1 16,700  ? — Yes. 

6098.  £33,600  is  apparently  at  5  per  cent.,  £8,000  at  4f  per  cent.,  £39,600  at  4^ 
per  cent ,  £17,000  at  4  per  cent.,  and  £18,500  at  3j  per  cent.  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

6099.  All  but  about  £5,000  of  that  amount  has  been  raised  for  water  works  ? — 
No.  There  is  £17,000  for  drainage,  and  for  £7,000  we  bought  landed  property  that 
we  want  for  drainage  purposes.  But  we  do  not  include  all  these  in  our  assets  because 
our  position  is  so  good  that  we  do  not  need  to  put!  it  up. 

6100.  The  £116,700  includes  the  £17,000,  and  £5,000  for  other  purposes ; 
and  the  remainder  is  for  water  works  ? — I  don’t  think  that  is  quite  right.  The 
£116,700  loans  raised  was  for — “  General,  £24,848,”  “  Water  Works,  £74,852,” 
“  Drainage,  £17,000.” 

6101.  Yes,  but  “  General  ”  includes  what  ? — It  is  only  loans  raised. 

6102.  But  in  that  statement  under  the  £24,848  :  is  there  a  lot  of  water  works 
business  P — No,  the  £17,000,  as  I  said  just  now,  is  for  the  Town  Hall  and  our  stables. 

6103.  I  am  speaking  of  the  £24,848  ? — Yes,  that  includes  £17,000  for  buildings. 

6104.  What  arrangements  have  you  for  the  repayment  of  your  loans  ? — We  have 
no  arrangements  as  yet,  but  the  Council  has  agreed  to  provide  a  Sinking  Fund 
on  account  of  General  Loans  and  Drainage  Loans,  but,  as  regards  Waterworks,  the 
Council  does  not  feel  disposed  to  have  a  Sinking  Fund  because  it  would  not  be  just  to 
the  present  ratepayers  that  we  should  redeem  those  loans.  Our  Waterworks  are  fully 
worth  four  times  what  they  cost,  and  why  should  we  hand  over  to  posterity  the  Water¬ 
works  free  of  charge  ?  Drainage  and  the  other  works  we  are  quite  prepared  to  pay  for. 

6105.  I  want  to  know  what  steps  you  have  taken  to  form  a  Sinking  Fund  ? — We 
have  not  really  taken  steps  yet,  but  it  is  our  intention  to  do  so.  We  wanted  to  get  the 
money  from  the  Government  and  then  of  course  it  would  have  been  paid  off  in  the 
usual  way  ;  but  the  Government  did  not  see  their  way  clear  to  let  us  have  the  money, 
and  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  create  a  Special  Sinking  Fund.  We  would  have  preferred 
getting  the  money  from  Government 

6106.  An  arrangement  under  the  Local  Works  Loans  AotP— Yes,  that  would  be 
the  most  excellent  way. 

6107.  Which  puts  the  matter  out  of  the  Councillors’  hands  and  takes  away  all 
temptation  ? — Yes  ;  I  advocated  it  most  strongly,  but  unfortunately  we  could  not  get 
the  money.  I  appear  here  as  a  ratepayer  as  well  as  a  Councillor,  and  I  waut  to  keep 
temptation  away  from  the  Councillors. 

6108.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  some  of  your  loans  are  repayable  by  annual  drawings, 
are  they  not  ? — -Well,  there  is  the  first  loan  of  £16,000  ;  we  ought  to  have  paid  that 
off,  because  that  amount  exceeded  ten  times  the  value  of  our  income,  at  the  time  the 
Waterworks  were  first  undertaken,  and  we  went  to  Parliament,  but  Parliament  said  we 
nmst  pay  it  off,  but  since  then  we  have  taken  it  into  our  General  Loan  Account, 
and,  if  necessary,  we  could  pay  it  off  any  day.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  have  already 
paid  off  £4,000.  I  have  been  arranging  the  loans  in  the  best  possible  way.  We  pay 
off  the  loans  we  have  at  a  larger  interest  and  raise  them  at  a  smaller  interest. 

6109.  That  is  you  have  paid  something  off  your  next  loan  too  ? — Oh,  yes  ;  we  are 
paying  off.  I  got  the  money  from  the  Standard  Bank  and  South  African  Association 
at  3i  %. 

6110.  That  is  where  you  can  make  an  arrangement  you  are  doing  so  ;  but  you 
have  no  absolute  right  to  make  a  debenture  holder  take  repayment  ? — We  had  to  wait 
till  the  debentures  fell  due,  and  we  paid  off  in  that  way.  We  paid  them  and  took  3^ 
per  cent,  instead.  We  have  made  no  provisions  in  such  a  way  that  almost  all  our 
loans  should  fall  due  at  a  certain  time  when  we  hope  to  consolidate  them  all. 
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6111.  T  was  coming  to  that.  You  are  ultimately  going  to  consolidate  all  the 

loans  ? — Yes,  and  get  money  at  a  cheaper  rate.  , 

6112.  One  other  question:  how  would  the  Council  justify  the  taking  of  £300 
from  t he  Waterworks  account  to  pay  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  Royal  Visit? — 
That  I  don't  know  ;  I  am  not  a  lawyer.  But  the  ratepayers  said  we  had  to  spend  it 
out  of  anything  else  except  rates  ;  and  as  we  did  not  consider  Waterworks  as  rates  we 
charged  it  to  that.  As  a  matter  of  fact  £200  was  put  against  “  Dog  Tax.”  We  were 
desired  by  the  ratepayers  to  spend  £500,  but  whether  it  is  legal  to  charge  it  against 
those  items  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

61 !  3.  Dog  Tax  only  provided  £200,  and  so  you  were  driven  to  the  Waterworks 
for  the  £300  ? — Quite  so. 

6114.  YTm  were  Mayor  at  the  time  ? — No. 

611-5.  You  are  not  prepared  to  advance  any  argument  in  favour  of  that  mode  of 
dealiug  ? — No  ;  I  think  it  is  wrong. 

6L10.  That  leads  us  to  the  question  of  auditing.  Who  are  your  auditors  at 
present  ? — Mr.  Nash  and  Mr.  Close. 

6117.  And  whom  did  you  have  before  them  ? — Mr.  Brown  and  another  gentleman 
whose  name  I  forget  at  the  moment ;  we  had  them  for  many  years. 

61 18.  The  auditing  in  by-gone  days  could  not  be  described  as  having  been  what 
it  should  have  been  ? — No  ;  that  is  the  reason  why  we  got  in  new  auditors  who  are  up 
to  date. 

6119.  Is  it  not  a  weak  part  of  the  arrangement  that  the  election  of  auditors  is  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  ratepayers  ? — Yes,  it  would  be  far  better  if  the  Government  had 
something  to  say  about  auditors. 

6120.  The  ratepayers  might  put  in  auditors  who  are  related  to  the  Councillors  or 
to  the  officials  ? — Yes. 

6121.  Would  you  not  think  it  an  improvement  to  have  the  accounts  audited  in 
the  Department  of  the  Controller  and  Auditor-General  ? — Most  decidedly. 

6122.  Dr.  Gregory . ]  You  have  borrowed  on  loan  £17,000  for  your  drainage  ?— 

Yes. 

6123.  And  on  the  3 1st  December  you  had  spent  £12,529  ? — Yes. 

6124.  Leaving  a  balance  on  that  loan  of  £4,470  ? — Yes. 

6125.  But  on  referring  to  the  loan  account,  as  on  the  31st  December,  you  had  only 
a  balance  of  all  your  loans  collectively  of  £3,376  19s. ;  where  has  the  rest  of  the  balance 
gone  to  ? — We  have  the  right  under  the  Act  of  1899  to  borrow  from  one  loan  to  the 
other,  and  we  borrowed  the  money  from  the  drainage  works  temporarily.  We  have  in 
the  Standard  Bank  a  special  account,  which  is  called  the  Loan  Account,  and  we  use 
from  that  for  different  kinds  of  works  and  just  raise  from  time  to  time  what  is  required. 

6126  But  is  that  a  permanent  borrowing  from  one  loan  to  the  other  ? — No,  it  is 
temporarily  done.  We  cannot  do  it  permanently. 

6127.  Do  you  think  that  is  a  good  principle? — It  is  a  saving  of  the  ratepayers’ 
money.  For  instance,  if  we  have  drainage  and  waterworks  going  on  at  the  same  time, 
and  we  want  £10,000  for  the  one  and  £10,000  for  the  other,  we  first  raise  £10,000  and 
spend  it  on  both  works,  and  when  that  is  exhausted  we  raise  the  other. 

6128.  But  on  the  other  hand,  is  not  that  a  dangerous  principle? — Well,  it  is 
allowed  to  us  by  Parliament. 

6129.  I  am  not  saying  that  it  is  illegal  ;  but  is  it  not  a  dangerous  principle  which 
enables  you  to  spend  more  money  on  certain  works  than  you  have  actually  got  loans 
raise  1  for  ? — No,  we  have  got  to  go  to  the  ratepayers  and  get  their  directions  for  every 
penny  that  we  spend. 

6130.  Is  it  not  dangerous  to  allow  you  to  do  that  temporarily,  because  once  it  is 
done  the  ratepayers  must  acquiesce  ? — Yes ;  but  you  must  bear  in  mind  that  before  we 
undertake  any  work  we  must  get  the  consent  of  the  ratepayers  to  undertake  that  work. 

6131.  You  can  borrow  up  to  a  certain  amount  ? — Yes ;  there  is  a  provision  in  the 
Act  which  says  that  the  money  borrowed  is  to  be  taken  on  ten  times  the  value  of  our 
income,  so  that  it  could  not  be  very  much  abused. 

6132.  But  it  does  enable  you  to  spend  more  money  on  the  work  than  has  at  the 
time  been  authorised  by  the  ratepayers? — Temporarily  only. 

6133.  And  it  really  goes  against  the  principle  which  has  generally  been  accepted 
that  when  you  raise  a  loan  for  a  certain  purpose  it  should  be  earmarked  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  ? — That  matter  was  gone  into  when  the  1899  Act  was  before  Parliament.  Then 
all  the  pros  and  cons  were  gone  into  and  they  decided  that  it  was  desirable  to  give  that 
right,  and  I  don’t  think  that  it  has  been  abused.  It  is  better  to  take  up  a  small  loan 
for  two  or  three  works  going  than  take  up  two  or  three  big  loans  at  once. 

6134.  In  your  opinion,  is  it  a  good  principle  or  a  bad  principle  ? — It  is  a  good 
principle,  because  it  saves  the  ratepayers’  money. 
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6135.  The  possibility  of  saving  a  little  money  on  interest  you  would  regard  as  a  ^ 

good  set-off  against  the  possibility  of  the  Council  spending  money  without  sanction  ? —  ' 

But  then  the  Councils  are  elected  by  the  ratepayers  and  if  the  ratepayers  see  that  their  7th  May,  1902 
confidence  is  abused  they  would  very  soon  make  an  end  of  them.  And  then  you  must 
never  forget  that  the  Councillors  are  personally  liable  when  they  go  beyond  their 
authority  from  the  ratepayers.  Supposing  the  ratepayers  had  sanctioned  £10,000  and 
we  spent  £12,000,  then  we  would  be  liable  for  £2,000. 

6136.  Is  the  practical  result  not  that  money  once  spent  has  to  be  paid  by  the 
ratepayers? — If  honestly  spent. 

6137.  Chairman.']  Look  at  the  printed  abstract  which  we  have  givon  to  you;  on 
the  “  Receipts”  side  for  “  1901  ”  at  the  foot  of  the  column  you  will  see  the  amount  is 
£10,346  16s.,  and  the  expenditure  on  the  other  side  for  the  same  year  amounts  to 
£15,035  Is.  9d.  The  difference  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  year’s  rate  is  not 
collected  until  the  following  year  ? — Yes. 

6138.  But  then  in  “  1901  ”  column,  on  the  “  Receipts  ”  side,  you  have  brought 
up  all  the  rates  for  1900  ? — No,  we  have  not. 

6139.  But  they  are  there? — No,  we  have  only  brought  up  actual  receipts. 

6140.  If  you  will  allow  me,  look  at  the  top  of  the  column  and  you  will  find  an 
amount  of  £7,141  aud  below  that  £1,183;  now,  that  is  rates  for  1900  and  not  for 
1901  ?— Yes. 

6141.  Sc  that  there  is  a  possible  confusion  there  ? — Well,  the  figures  ought  to  be 
taken  at  the  end  of  our  financial  year.  It  caused  no  end  of  trouble  to  prepare  the 
statement  for  the  Commission  up  to  the  end  of  December  last,  because,  as  I  have 
pointed  out,  there  are  still  receipts  outstanding  lo  the  amount  of  about  £8,000  or 
£9,000. 

6142.  Are  you  not  always  in  advance  of  your  revenue  ? — Oh,  yes 

6143.  You  admit  that  you  are  in  advance  ? — Yes  ;  because  we  are  £2,000  iu  debt : 
that  I  know,  but  not  to  the  extent  that  those  figures  shew. 

6144.  Mr.  Gurney.]  December  is  about  the  worst  time  to  take  it? — Yes,  it  shews 
most  unfavourably  to  the  Counoil. 

6145.  Chairman.]  When  do  you  make  up  your  estimates  for  the  year? — In 
August ;  we  then  make  it  up  from  July  to  June. 

6146.  And  then  they  cover  six  months’ expenditure  during  the  last  year  ? — No, 
for  twelve  months,  from  July  to  June. 

6147.  I  see  this  return  is  made  up  for  the  calendar  and  not  for  the  financial  year, 
and  that  is  the  source  of  the  apparent  mistake? — Yes,  of  the  apparent  difference. 

6148.  But  if  it  were  made  out  on  the  same  basis  as  you  make  out  your  revenue 
aud  expenditure  it  would  work  out  right  to  some  £3,000  ? — With  the  exception  of  the 
little  difference.  The  auditors  have  gone  most  carefully  into  that. 

6149.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Then,  when  you  are  fixing  your  rate  for  the  year,  you  are  not 
fixing  it  on  your  estimates,  but  you  are  fixing  it  on  your  expenditure,  because  you 
know  that  it  has  to  be  absorbed  by  expenditure  already  incurred  ? — No  ;  we  generally 
fix  the  rate  in  August,  so  that  up  to  that  time  we  have  incurred  only  one  month’s 
expenditure.  Our  estimates  are  carefully  drawn  up  for  the  period  July  to  June,  and 
then  we  fix  a  rate  accordingly  to  cover  those  estimates. 

6150.  Chairman.]  When  you  come  to  make  up  your  estimate  iu  August  next  will 
you  levy  a  rate  to  extinguish  that  £2,500  or  £3,000  overdraft? — Yes. 

6151.  So  that  if  we  wentinto  this  business  next  year,  we  should  find  that  this  over¬ 
draft  had  been  wiped  off  ? — Oh,  yes. 

6152.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  Your  revenue  from  receipts  for  1901-’02  will  be  greater 
than  that  for  1900-’01,  because  of  the  increase  of  the  valuation  of  your  property? — If 
this  is  the  proper  time  to  deal  with  the  matter,  I  should  like  to  lay  it  before  the  Com¬ 
mission.  We  have  only  last  year  come  to  the  legitimate  height  of  our  rate  of  2d., 
because  a  higher  rate  than  2d.  is,  I  consider,  an  illegitimate  rate. 

6153.  Chairman.]  Not  with  the  consent  of  the  ratepayers ;  but  we  will  come  to 
this  matter  later  on  ? — Quite  so.  If  you  look  at  the  rates  that  we  charge,  you  will  see  that 
iu  1896-’97  it  was  l|d.  ;  in  1897-’9s,  Hd. ;  in  1898-’99,  2d  ;  in  1899-1900,  lfd. ;  iu 
1900-’01,  lfd. ;  and  now,  1901-’02,  2d. ;  so  that  this  rate  covers  the  huge  sanitary 
expenses  which  run  to  nearly  £d.  in  the  £.  All  the  other  Municipalities  charge 
that  separately.  The  people  have  not  only  to  pay  an  owners’  rate,  but  they 
have  also  to  pay  sanitary  rates  as  well,  so  that  really  to  arrive  at  the  proper  rate 
that  we  have  been  charging  you  must  take  off  £d.  from  each  of  the  rates  for  the 
years  that  I  have  quoted.  In  addition  to  that,  our  properties  have  been  valued  very 
leniently  so  much  so  that  this  year  valuation  has  been  doubled.  We  were  never 
very  anxious  that  our  property  should  be  valued  to  the  full  extent,  but  for  many 
reasons  it  was  considered  necessary  to  have  the  new  valuations  this  time  fairly  up  to 
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the  level.  Well  now,  that  will  bring  us  to  the  position  that  our  rate  this  year  will 
only  be  ljd.,  and  if  you  take  the  §d.  rate  off  that  for  sanitary  purposes  it  would  only 
he  1  jd.  minus  yd.  For  that  reason  you  must  bear  in  mind  that  Wynborg  stands  on  a 
different  footing  iu  every  respect,  and  therefore  we  wish  to  remain  as  we  are,  but  that 
enters  into  the  question  of  amalgamation. 

6154.  We  will  oome  to  that  presently  ? — Oh  yes,  but  I  don’t  wish  the  point  to 
slip  away. 

6155.  Look  at  this  point :  the  valuation  we  have  here  for  1901-02  is  the  valuation 
on  which  you  rate  2d  ?  Quite  so. 

6156.  And  the  valuation  next  year  will  be  higher;  in  fact  nearly  double? — That 
valuation  will  be  about  two  million  pounds  roughly. 

6157.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  Is  the  valuation  not  settled  yet? — No. 

6158.  Chairman.']  You  anticipate  your  next  valuation  will  be  very  much  in  excess 
of  any  you  have  had  yet  ? — Yes,  and  that  is  why  we  expect  to  levy  only  a  ljd.  rate,  and 
then  there  must  be  deducted  the  value  of  the  sanitary  expenses. 

6159.  It  does  not  seem  to  help  the  ratepayers  much  when  you  double  the  valuation 
and  halve  the  rate  ?  -  No,  it  comes  to  the  same  thing. 

6160.  Mr.  Gurnet/.]  Is  not  your  object  to  increase  your  valuation  so  as  to  inci’ease 
your  borrowing  powers  ? — No  ;  we  simply  wish  to  shew  what  a  strong  position  we  hold 
as  compared  with  other  Municipalities. 

6161.  Mr.  Stewart.]  You  refer  to  the  sale  of  land  as  a  source  of  revenue  for 
Wynberg? — No,  we  don’t  sell  any. 

6162.  But  under  the  conditions  that  you  hold  that  land  could  you  sell  much  of 
it  ? — The  land  that  we  hold  we  hold  under  the  distinot  understanding  that  any  money 
we  get  out  of  it  shall  be  spent  on  public  works  and  on  streets  in  the  neighbourhood. 
We  have  no  right  to  apply  it  to  rates. 

6163.  What  piece  of  public  land  may  you  sell  ? — Here  and  there  odd  pieces, 
but  we  have  not  got  much  for  sale. 

6164.  You  cannot  for  example  sell  your  park  lands  ?— ^No. 

6165.  Then  you  referred  to  the  meter  charges? — That  comes  under  “Water¬ 
works.” 

6166.  Do  you  consider  yoi;r  meters  as  a  source  of  revenue? — No,  not  at  all. 
The  meter  charges  are  12s.  a  year,  and  they  simply  cover  the  expenses  ;  our  objeot  has 
been  to  give  the  ratepayers  the  water  as  cheaply  as  possible,  and  we  only  charge  so  as 
to  cover  ourselves. 

6167.  In  other  words,  the  rent  charged  by  Wynberg  for  the  water  meters  is  simply 
a  charge  to  cover  wear  and  tear  of  the  meter,  interest  and  depreciation  ? — Yes. 

6168.  You  don’t  intend  to  make  a  profit  out  of  the  rent  of  your  meters  ? — Cer¬ 
tainly  not. 

6169.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  in  another  case  a  profit  of  something  like  €2,000 
in  one  year  was  made  ? — But  then  they  charge  absurd  rents.  Wynberg  has  no  inten¬ 
tion  of  making  a  profit  from  those  rents.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  meter  rent  used  to 
be  6s.  per  quarter,  and  the  first  thing  I  did  was  to  reduce  it  to  3s.  per  quarter, 
because  we  don’t  want  to  make  profit. 

6170.  Do  you  find  that  the  rent  you  charge  is  sufficient  ? — I  think  so. 

6171.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  With  regard  to  the  Plague  business,  Wynberg  had  its  own 
administration  ? — Well,  we  had  our  own  doctor,  but  we  had  to  do  what  Government 
told  us,  practically. 

6172.  It  was  not  run  by  Grovernment  ? — It  was  run  under  G-overnment  control. 
A  certain  amount  of  the  expenses  were  paid  by  Government. 

6173.  You  did  not  come  under  the  wings  of  the  Government  the  same  as  Cape 
Town  did  ? — No,  not  to  that  extent. 

6174.  With  regard  to  this  expenditure  of  £300  for  the  Royal  visit,  is  the  Mayor 
of  Wynberg  allowed  any  “  table  money  ”  ? — No  ;  he  has  to  find  that  himself. 

6175.  How  is  the  property  valued  at  Wynberg  ? — As  I  said,  until  lately  it  has 
been  valued  very  leniently  indeed. 

6176.  What  is  the  system?  Have  you  an  officer  specially  appointed  by  the 
Council  ?  —  No,  the  Council  issues  a  notice  calling  for  tenders,  and  when  tenders 
are  received  the  Council  selects  a  tenderer  or  tenderers  to  do  the  work,  and  when  their 
valuations  come  in  a  Court  is  held  to  hear  objections.  In  connection  with  this 
matter,  there  is  one  point  which  ought  to  be  altered,  and  that  is,  that  the  Suburban 
Municipalities,  according  to  counsel’s  advice,  have  no  right  to  raise  the  value  of 
property,  although  they  have  a  right  to  lower  the  valuation.  So  that,  if  a  case  should 
come  before  the  Court  where  favouritism  has  been  shewn  to  a  particular  person  and  his 
property  valued  below  its  value,  the  Council  has  no  right  to  bring  it  up  to  the  proper 
scale. 
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6177.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  did  raise  the  value  in  some  of  the  other  Munici- 

f  palities ;  for  instance,  in  the  case  of  Woodstock? — Well,  we  have  taken  counsel’s 

opinion,  and  it  goes  the  other  way.  We  don’t  like  to  do  it,  because  it  may  mean  a 
case  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

6178.  With  regard  to  the  class  of  man  that  you  get  as  valuator,  I  see  last  year 
your  valuation  stood  at  about  £1,124,000,  and  you  say  that  the  next  year  your 
estimated  valuation  is  something  over  £2,000,000  ? — Quite  so. 

6179.  Had  you  the  same  valuator? — Oh,  no,  this  year  we  had  Mr.  Fock  and  Mr. 
Moller,  who  always  value  very  highly,  whilst  formerly  we  had  local  men  who  dealt 
leniently  with  the  ratepayers,  because  then  it  was  a  policy  to  keep  the  properties  as 

k  low  as  possible. 

6180.  Do  you  think  the  valuation  should  be  done  by  a  Government  official  and 
that  there  should  be  a  Valuer-General  ? — Oh,  yes. 

6181.  Supposing  a  Government  offioial  were  appointed,  would  you  still  have  your 
Court  of  Appeal  ? — Oh,  yes. 

6182.  How  would  you  compose  that  Court  ? — Well,  I  should  say  Government 
should  appoint  some  members  and  the  Council  should  appoint  some  members. 

6183.  You  would  still  be  in  favour  of  the  Council  having  representatives  upon  the 
Court  ? — Oh  yes,  because  they  know  the  place,  and  you  must  have  some  men  on  the 
Court  who  know  the  details  of  the  locality. 

6184.  You  are  not  afraid  of  favouritism  ? — No,  they  can  be  out-voted. 

6185.  Then  you  would  not  give  them  a  majority  ? — Oh,  no  ;  they  have  to  be  in 
the  minority. 

6186.  Does  the  Council  compel  speculating  builders  to  provide  for  open  spaces  in 
their  plans  ? — All  we  can  do  is  to  compel  them  to  leave  the  proper  width  of  street,  and 
so  on. 

6187.  I  was  rather  referring  to  the  speculator  who  bought  up  laud  aud  then  cut 
it  up  ? — We  could  not  force  him  to  leave  open  places. 

6188.  Some  of  them  do,  I  suppose  ? — I  don’t  know  of  a  solitary  instance  ;  they 
are  too  grasping  for  that. 

6189.  What  interest  do  you  pay  Government  on  those  Sinking  Fund  loans  ? — We 
got  nothing  from  Government. 

6190.  I  understood  that  you  had  one  loan  from  Government  ? — Oh,  no  ;  we 
applied  for  one,  but  I  suppose  Government  thought  that  Wvnberg  was  strong  enough 

I*  to  get  the  money  elsewhere. 

6191.  Couid  you  get  the  money  cheaper  elsewhere? — We  hope  to. 

t1 1 92.  Chairman.]  With  regard  to  the  question  of  valuation,  in  one  of  the  returns 
that  we  have  from  you  the  number  of  houses  in  1900  is  put  down  at  1,290,  and  in 
1901  the  number  is  put  down  at  1,492.  That  is  an  increase  of  about  200  houses,  and 
the  increase  in  the  valuation  for  the  same  year  was  £100,000  ? — Yes. 

6193.  And  now  you  say  that  the  valuation  for  the  ensuing  year  has  doubled? — 

Yes. 

6194.  What  proportion  is  attributable  to  increase  in  the  number  of  houses  and  to 
increase  in  valuation  respectively? — Well,  until  we  have  the  returns  I  will  not  be  able 
to  answer  that,  but  I  should  say  that  there  would  be  fully  £800,000  by  iucreased 
valuation. 

6195.  Well,  then,  the  ratepayers  are  very  much  at  the  mercy  of  the  valuators  for 

4  the  time  being  ? — So  they  are. 

6196.  May  I  just  ask  you  whether  the  Council  ever  directly  or  indirectly  gives 
any  kind  of  hint  to  the  valuators  ? — I  don’t  think  so  ;  not  as  a  Council. 

6197.  You  agree  it  is  better  to  have  an  independent  valuator? — Oh,  yes  ;  Govern¬ 
ment  could  appoint  one. 

6198.  From  the  point  of  view  that  by  the  Act  under  which  you  are  created  you 
have  the  power  to  borrow  ten  times  the  amount  of  your  annual  revenue  :  is  not  this 
rather  a  serious  matter  ? — As  long  as  the  properties  are  not  valued  above  their  real 
value  I  don’t  think  the  Act  is  likely  to  be  evaded.  It  is  impossible  for  all  the 
properties  to  be  valued  higher  than  their  fair  worth,  and  there  is  a  check  because  it  is 
done  with  the  consent  of  the  ratepayer,  and  in  my  opinion  therefore  there  can  be  no 
abuse. 

6199.  We  will  come  to  that  later  on.  Your  revenue  from  rates  last  year  is 
£8,300,  and  there  will  be  a  great  difference  in  general  revenue  when  your  rates  amount 
to  something  like  £17,000  as  they  may  do  ? — But  we  shall  have  a  l  jd.  rate. 

6200.  Still,  the  borrowing  powers  of  your  Council  are  raised  in  respect  of  rates  as 
revenue  from  ten  times  £8,000  to  ten  times  £17,000  ? — Yes. 

6201.  But  you  might  get  the  valuations  next  year  to  double  again  ? — We  would 
not  stand  that.  If  we  have  the  valuation  low  we  can  put  on  a  rate  of  4d.,  and  then 
we  will  have  a  big  income  all  the  same. 
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6202.  I  fini  speaking  with  refeience  to  the  question  of  your  borrowing  powers 
being  ten  times  your  annual  revenue  ;  and  your  plan  seems  tb  lead  to  this  :  that  the 
Council's  borrowing  powers  really  are  determined  by  the  valuators  more  than  by  any¬ 
body  else  ? — But  the  Council  sit  in  judgment  over  the  valuators,  aud  will  not  al'ow  the 
properties  to  be  valued  too  high.  The  Councillors  are  generally  large  property  owners 
themselves,  and  they  would  not  allow  their  property  to  be  excessively  valued. 

6203.  And  they  would  protect  the  general  ratepayer  as  much  as  themselves  in 
that  respect  ? — They  would  not  remain  long  on  the  Council  if  they  did  not.  You  must 
bear  in  mind  that  all  the  other  Municipalities  have  had  to  go  to  Parliament  for  addit  onal 
borrowing  powers  as  they  could  not  get  sufficient  out  of  ten  times  their  annual  income, 
whereas  wo  have  not  done  so. 

6204.  What  Municipalities? — Why  the  Municipalities  in  the  suburbs  have  paid 
for  their  water  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  but  we  have  kept  within  the  four  corners  of 
the  law. 

6205.  Dr.  Gregory.'}  With  regard  to  the  power  of  the  Valuation  Court,  you  say 
you  took  Counsel’s  opinion,  will  you  tell  U3  who  the  Counsel  was  ?— The  Secretary  was 
told  to  get  Counsel’s  opinion  and  he  got  one  of  the  advocates  to  give  one,  but  I  don’t 
know  the  name  of  the  advocate. 

6206.  Could  you  put  in  that  ruling  before  the  Commission  ? — Ob,  yes. 

6207.  Because  the  section  of  the  Act  says  “  That  the  Court  shall  in  hearing 
objections  confirm,  alter,  or  reduce  ”  ? — Yes,  but  the  advocate  held  that  “  alter  ”  did  not 
mean  “level  up.” 

6208.  What  does  it  mean  ? — I  don’t  know.  I  raised  that  question,  and  I  think 
Parliament  should  be  a  little  more  distinct  with  their  laws. 

6109.  Chairman .]  On  the  subject  of  water:  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  statement 
which  shows  the  number  of  houses  that  you  supplied  in  Wynberg  from  1897  until 
now,  and  the  quantity  of  water  consumed  at  present — for  the  year — is  250,000  gallons. 
Well,  I  think  you  gave  us  your  population  as  15,000,  so  that  works  out  at  about  a  little 
over  16  gallons  per  head  per  day  ?— I  must  point  out  that  many  of  the  outlying  places 
such  as  Diep  Eiver  are  not  getting  water  from  us,  but  are  having  their  own  supply 
from  wells. 

6210.  But  it  works  out  at  that  per  head  of  population  according  to  your  supply  ? 
— It  is  not  correct. 

6211.  That  is  your  average  supply? — No.  We  have  1,492  houses,  which  we 
supply,  but  these  are  only  a  portion  of  the  houses  in  our  Municipality. 

6212.  Then  the  memorandum  goes  on  to  say  “  that  in  summer  when  the  pressure 
is  reduced  in  the  mains  the  consumption  is  170,000  gallons  a  day  ”  ? — It  is  the  other 
way  about. 

6213.  In  addition  to  this  the  statement  says  that  22,000  gallons  are  used  per  diem 

lor  street  purposes  during  seven  months;  now  does  that  come  off  the  170,000  gallons? 
— I  hose  facts  are  not  correct.  They  are  wrong  altogether  and - 

6214.  I  will  give  you  plenty  of  time  if  you  will  just  try  for  a  moment  to  grasp 
tne  point? — Yes. 

6215.  The  difficulty  arises  in  this  way:  If  I  take  the  170,000  gallons  per  diem 
and  the  population  at  15,000,  then  I  must  reduce  the  16|  gallons  per  head  of 
population  to  1 1|.  And  if  still  I  have  to  take  off  the  22,000  from  the  170,000  gallons 
the  total  consumption  distributed  for  the  15,000  head  of  people  comes  down  to  10 
gallons  per  day  per  head  ? — That  is  all  built  on  a  wrong  basis.  I  will  explain  it  to 
you,  and  I  might  in  this  connection  read  to  you  my  Mayor’s  minute. 

6216.  You  say  that  the  figures  I  have  quoted  are  misleading? — Yes. 

6217.  Then  this  statement  should  be  withdrawn  ? — Yes. 

6218.  Now  will  you  give  us  your  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case  ? — Yes  ;  I  will 

put  in  first  an  extract  from  my  Mayor’s  Minute,  July,  1898.  Extract  put  in  as  follows  (not 
read)  : — “  Re  Water  Extract. — In  consequence  of  the  great  variations  of  heat  and  cold 
which  affected  the  extensive  cement  work  some  cracks  have  occurred  in  the  sides  and  the 
bottom  of  the  reservoir.  Mr.  Stewart,  our  engineer,  however,  holds  that  the  defect 
can  easily  and  effectually  be  remedied.  The  storage  reservoirs  were  emptied  and 
thoroughly  cleaned,  and  the  valves  closed  down  again  on  the  23rd  June.  The  recent 
rains  filled  both  reservoirs  within  a  month,  and  35  million  gallons  of  water 

are  stored  up,  which  are  required  to  equalise  and  increase  the 

gradually  diminishing  quantity  of  water  from  the  springs  as  well  as  from 
the  Disa  ar.d  Bush  streams  at  our  intakes,  Orange  Kloof.  I  estimate 
that  about  500,000  (half  a  million)  gallons  will  bo  available  per  day, 

hut  the  pipes  leading  from  our  intake  at  Orange  Kloof  to  Service  Reservoir  can 
only  carry  330,000  gallons.  It  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  to  lay  down  an  additional 
line  of  pipes.  If  satisfactory  arrangements  could  be  made  with  the  adjoining 
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Municipalities,  Wynberg  could  sell  to  them  a  certain  fixed  quantity  of  water  fora  fixed 
time,  and  to  arrange  for  additional  storage  of  water  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  raise 
t  the  wall  of  the  lower  storage  reservoir  on  the  mountain  which  would  give  an  additional 

supply  of  about  25  million  gallons  of  water.  The  adjoining  Municipalities  would 
surely  he  prepared  to  pay  a  price  giving  a  satisfactory  profit  to  Wynberg,  and  the 
advantages  would  he  mutual  as  they  will  hardly  have  enough  water  even  when  taking 
over  the  District  Waterworks  to  tak6  a  draining  scheme  in  hand.  To  construct 
reservoirs  on  their  side  of  the  Table  Mountain  could  only  be  done  at  a  ruinous  cost, 
and  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  would  hardly  be  prepared,  at  all  events  for  some  time 
to  come,  to  join  with  them  in  a  scheme  to  bring  water  in  large  quantities  from  a 
distance.  The  three-quarter  million  gallons  per  day  that  would  be  available  after 
jr  raising  the  wall  of  the  lower  Storage  Reservoir  could  be  further  increased  to  two 
million  gallons  per  day  by  constructing  additional  Storage  Reservoirs  at  suitable 
sites.  If  still  larger  quantities  should  be  required  in  years  to  come,  a  further  million 
or  more  can  be  derived  by  pumping  the  water  up  from  the  lower  portion  of  our  farm 
Orange  Kloof  into  our  intakes.”  Our  supply  during  the  winter  is  practically 
unlimited,  and  we  can  give  the  ratepayers  as  much  water  as  they  can  use,  because  it  is 
running  to  waste  in  millions  of  gallons. 

6219.  Mr.  Lawrence. ]  Per  day? — Yes. 

6220.  Chairman ]  The  statement  shews  your  winter  supply  as  150,000  gallons  ? — 
That  is  the  summer  supply  ;  people  never  use  450,000  gallons  in  winter.  The  posi¬ 
tion  is  this  :  that  in  winter  our  ratepayers  only  use  water  for  domestic  purposes,  and 
that  is  a  very  small  amount,  which  we  put  down  approximately  at  170,000  gallons, 
and  that  is  where  this  170,000  gallons  come  iu.  In  summer  our  ratepayers  use  a 
large  quantity  of  water  for  their  gaidens.  In  summer  the  people  use  nearly  three  times 
as  much  as  in  winter,  and  as  I  have  before  pointed  out  we  only  charge  them  for  what 
they  use  in  winter  as  a  minimum  rate.  The  other  Municipalities  would  charge  them 
on  the  450,000  gallons  which  is  the  summer  supply  the  whole  year  through.  We  want 
these  reservoirs  on  the  mountain  in  order  to  supply  our  people  with  sufficient  water 
during  the  summer,  so  that  they  would  have  enough  for  their  gardens  around  their 
houses.  But  I  must  point  out  that  last  year  we  were  suddenly  restricted  owing  to 
some  water  running  to  waste  through  the  pipes  being  broken,  and  that  is  the  reason  why 
reference  is  made  to  the  pressure  being  taken  off  and  the  supply  being  then  put  down 
at  170,000  gallons  ;  but  that  was  only  a  temporary  thing  and  is  not  likely  to  occur 
again. 

6221.  We  will  take  the  items  one  by  one.  “The  actual  consumption  cannot  be 
very  well  tested  but  the  average  consumption  for  the  present  would  be  250,000  gallons 
for  the  year  ?” — Quite  so,  outside  the  gardens  I  will  accept  that. 

6222.  The  second  statement  is  “  that  when  the  pressure  in  the  mains  is  reduced 
in  summer  the  consumption  is  170,000  gallons  per  day  ? — That  is  what  I  explained 
when  we  were  suddenly  restricted. 

6226.  Is  that  for  gardens  or  domestic  purposes? — No;  that  was  when  we  were 
short  of  water.  The  water  was  running  to  waste  and  the  pressure  was  reduced,  and 
during  that  time  it  was  estimated  that  170,000  gallons  were  used.  Then  as  regards 
the  250,000  which,  according  to  your  calculation,  works  out  at  16  gallons  per  day,  I 
would  point  out  that  that  is  calculated  on  the  basis  of  the  whole  population  of  15,000, 
whilst  you  should  only  base  the  calculation  on  the  number  of  houses  actually  supplied. 
At  present  we  have  1,492  houses;  that  is  in  1901 — but  now  let  us  take  it  at  1,500 
A  houses  and  say  each  house  contains  six  inhabitants  or  a  little  more ;  then  let  us  take 
200  gallons  for  each  house,  that  will  bring  us  to  a  consumption  of  300,000  per  day, 
which  works  out  at  30  gallons  per  head  of  population. 

6224.  But  then  you  put  your  population  down  at  15,000  ? — Yes,  but  they  are 
not  all  getting  water,  although  we  could  give  it  to  them  if  they  asked  for  it;  but  it  is 
no  use  our  making  provision  for  people  who  do  not  want  the  water.  We  cannot  force 
them  to  take  it. 

6225.  They  cannot  force  you  to  give  it  ? — No,  but  we  are  most  anxious  to  give  it 
to  them. 

6226.  You  have  not  got  it  to  give  them  ? — What  ?  We  will  give  them  as  much 
as  they  want. 

6227.  Then  you  admit  that  only  a  certain  number  of  your  houses  are  connected 
with  your  water  supply  ? — Yes. 

6228.  What  proportion? — About  two-thirds,  so  far  as  I  know  about  1,500 
houses. 

6229.  Mr.  Stewart.']  You  gave  your  total  population  to  be  about  15,000? _ 

That  is  what  we  estimate ;  we  have  no  means  exactly  to  know  what  it  is. 

[G.  21  -1902.]  Nx 
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6230.  Then,  as  the  Municipality  is  not  hound  to  supply  the  people  with  the  water, 
the  supply  must  bo  taken  to  be  the  quantity  per  head  of  the  population  actually 
supplied  ? — Yes. 

6231.  That  is  1,500  houses,  and  you  take  six  persons  to  each  house? — Yes. 

6232.  Do  you  happen  to  know,  generally  speaking,  that  in  Great  Britain  the 
consumption  of  water  per  head  per  day  is  arrived  at  by  dividing  the  total  daily  supply 
by  the  total  population,  even  although  every  house  may  not  be  supplied  ? — That  I  don’t 
know. 

6233.  Do  you  know  that  in  Great  Britain  peoplp  are  obliged  to  take  the  water 
if  the  main  pipes  come  to  within  a  certain  distance  of  their  houses,  and  that  the 
Municipality  is  obliged  to  supply  them  under  certain  conditions  ? — Oh,  yes. 

6234.  Then  you  admit  that  that  might  be  a  fair  way  of  working  it  out,  but  it  is 
not  applicable  to  Wynberg  ? — Yes,  in  Great  Britain  they  are  practically  forced  to  take 
the  water,  but  here  maay  people  will  not.  Even  our  former  Mayor  did  not  take  it. 

6235.  Chairman .]  It  is  not  in  every  respect  therefore  that  you  are  a  model 
Municipality? — We  are  working  for  it. 

6236.  Mr.  Lawrence.  J  Where  did  the  former  Mayor  get  water  ? — From  wells. 

6237.  Chairman .]  What  sources  of  water  supply  have  you  in  Wynberg  ?  Where 
does  the  water  come  from  ? — The  Wynberg  Municipality,  as  I  said,  owns  the  Orange 
Kloof  farm. 

6238.  That  is  part  of  Table  Mountain,  geographically  speaking  ? — Yes,  it  is  a 
huge  valley  with  an  immense  watershed. 

6239.  And  in  1887  the  Legislature  generously  gave  you  the  right  to  the  water  in 
that  area  ? — Oh  no,  we  bought  it. 

6240.  From  whom  did  you  buy  it  ? — From  some  farmers  ;  we  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Legislature.  I  think  we  bought  it  from  one  Mr.  Steven.  I  must  say  that 
Parliament  took  away  the  watershed  on  Table  Mountain  of  one  of  our  tributaries  and 
gave  it  to  Cape  Town. 

6241.  An  Act  was  passed  in  1887  to  confer  upon  Wynberg  Municipality  certain 
rights,  powers,  and  privileges  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  supply  of  water  for  the  use 
of  the  inhabitants  from  Table  Mountain  ? — That  Act  was  only  to  give  us  the  right  to 
one  of  the  tributaries. 

6242.  That  is  the  Table  Mountain  supply  ? — Yes,  and  our  farm  goes  right  up  to 
that.  In  any  case  tho  water  would  come  to  us,  but  the  Government  took  away  a  lot  of 
water  from  the  Wynberg  farm’s  watershed  and  gave  it  to  Cape  Town. 

6243.  Is  your  collecting  area  within  the  Wynberg  Municipality  ? — No,  not  that 
on  Table  Mountain,  but  the  other  is  our  own  private  property. 

6244.  There  is  no  part  of  your  collecting  area  within  the  original  area  of 
Wynberg  ? — No. 

6245.  And  part  of  your  collecting  area  was  granted  to  you  by  this  Act  ? — Yes,  on 
Table  Mountain. 

6246.  Another  portion  of  the  collecting  area  you  bought  ? — Yes,  the  main  portion. 

6247.  Have  these  possibilities  of  supply  been  gauged  ? — Oh  yes. 

6248.  By  engineers  ? — Yes. 

6249.  Who  gauged  them  for  you  ? — Our  Engineer.  We  have  built  the  reservoirs 
already. 

6250.  What  do  you  understand  to  be  your  possibility  of  supply  ;  I  mean,  what 
total  quantity  of  water  is  available  from  all  the  sources  of  supply  ? — From  the  esti¬ 
mated  rainfall  that  would  give  us  a  storage  capacity  of  60,000,000  gallons.  That  is 
all  that  we  were  allowed  to  get. 

6251.  But  it  is  not  the  whole  possible  supply  ? — That  is  the  whole  possible  supply 
that  the  Government  gave  us. 

6252.  Dr.  Gregory .]  That  is  from  your  tributary  ? — That  is  what  they  gave  us. 
They  gave  the  others  to  Cape  Town. 

6253.  Chairman .]  What  I  want  to  know  is  this  :  how  much  water  can  you  get 
from  the  whole  of  your  catohment  area  ? — That  is  another  point. 

6254.  Had  you  no  estimate  given  you  by  tho  Engineer  of  the  quantity  running 
off  from  both  of  your  catchment  areas? — If  everything  is  stored  the  approximate 
smpply  would  be  about  2,500,000  to  3,000,000  gallons  per  day. 

6255.  And  how  much  would  you  be  able  to  store? — So  much  that  we  could  supply 
that  quantity. 

6256.  All  the  year  round  ? — Yes. 

6257.  Dry  season  and  wet  season  ? — Oh,  yes. 

6258.  That  is  exclusive  of  the  Cape  Town  supply  ? — Oh,  yes,  Wynberg’s  alone. 

6259.  Was  that  estimate  given  you  by  a  qualified  engineer  ? — Most  decidedly. 

6260.  Now,  what  storage  capacity  have  you  at  the  present  time  ? — We  are  able 
at  present  to  store  34,000,000  gallons,  but  we  are  now  increasing  it  to  bring  it  up  to 
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about  50,000,000  or  52,000,000  gallons.  Any  further  storage  we  would  do  on  our  own 
farm  at  Orange  Kloof.  There  are  two  big  rivers  running  through  the  farm,  and  the 
least  rain  makes  the  water  run  strong. 

6261.  Have  you  any  works  there  ? — No. 

6262.  Now,  your  storage  capacity  at  present  under  construction  will  bring  it  to 
50,000,000  gallons  ?— Yes. 

6263.  For  how  long  in  the  dry  season  is  that  intended  to  carry  you  ? — As  a 
mattei  of  fact,  this  last  dry  season  we  had  no  need  to  take  anything  from  the  storage 
on  the  mountain  until  the  beginning  of  January  ;  the  springs  and  the  rivers  kept  us 
going  until  the  1st  January,  and  again  since  the  1st  April.  We  have  had  no  need  to 
take  any  water  from  the  Reservoirs. 

6264.  Do  you  not  distribute  that  water  from  a  reservoir  ? — Yes  ;  we  have  about 
five  or  six  springs,  which  are  all  taken  to  an  intake,  and  from  there  brought  to  our 
service  reservoirs.  We  have  one  of  220,000  gallons  and  another  of  1,800,000  gallons, 
gallons. 

6265.  Could  you  lead  the  water  to  those  service  reservoirs  from  the  storage 
reservoir  ? — Yes. 

6266.  So  that  practically  the  supply  from  these  springs  and  the  river  is  brought 
by  pipes  to  your  service  reservoirs,  which  are  adjuncts  of  your  storage  reservoir?  — 
Uh,  yes,  that  is  the  main  supply. 

6267.  What  is  yonr  charge  for  water  ? — Is.  3d.  per  1,000  gallons. 

.  6268.  By  meter  ? — Yes. 

6269.  Must  people  take  by  meter  ? — Oh,  yes,  practically  most  of  them  have  to 
take  by  meter. 

6270.  And  you  consider  that  your  present  supply  is  adequate  for  the  needs  of 
your  population  ? — Yes,  for  many  years  to  come. 

6271.  With  the  exception  of  those  who  do  not  take  water  at  present  ? — Yes  ;  we 
had  in  R98  a  large  quantity  of  water,  and  owing  to  the  other  Municipalities  being 
badly  off  for  water,  we  were  prepared  to  sell  water  to  them,  and  we  could  do  it  to-day, 
as  we  have  far  more  thau  we  can  at  present  use.  Of  course,  we  would  then  provide 
fuither  storage  reservoirs. 

6272.  Dr.  Gregory.']  What  is  the  area  of  your  Orange  Kloof  Farm  ? — I  don’t 
know. 

6273.  Approximately  ? — I  have  not  the  slightest  idea. 

6274.  Don’t  you  know  how  many  morgen  ? — No. 

6275.  But  the  whole  of  that  farm  is  gathering  ground  for  water?  —  Yes,  to  the 
Mountain  slope. 

6276.  And  it  furnishes  this  water  in  two  ways — first,  some  is  running  from  the 
streams  and  the  springs,  and  secondly  what  you  could  get  from  storing  stormwater 
which  runs  off  ? — Yes. 

6277.  I  understand  you  are  storing  nothing  at  present  ? — No. 

6278.  And  you  are  only  taking  from  your  springs  and  perennial  streams  ? — Yes. 

6279.  What  does  that  amount  to  ? — Well,  in  winter  we  can  take  of  course  as 
much  as  our  pipes  can  carry  and  as  soon  as  the  pipes  are  full  the  water  runs  to  waste. 
We  do  not  use  anything  like  what  we  could.  Of  course  in  summer  again  the  rivers 
get  gradually  weaker,  and  as  I  said  it  was  *at  the  end  of  December  when  the  rivers 
and  the  springs  did  not  supply  sufficient  water  direct  for  the  use  of  our  ratepayers. 

6280.  What  is  more  or  less  tho  amount  from  your  rivers  and  springs  from  Orange 
^  Kloof  farm  in  the  driest  time  ? — The  least  is  about  70,000  gallons. 

6281.  And  for  how  many  days  during  the  summer  does  it  supply  only  70,000 
gallons  ? — It  varies  very  much  ;  it  may  be  70,000  to-day  and  200,000  gallons 
to-morrow. 

6282.  What  ground  have  you  for  saying  that  ? — From  practical  experience.  I 
have  been  working  night  and  day  on  those  waterworks. 

6283.  I  see  that  you  are  getting  a  rent  for  your  farm  ;  what  does  that  mean  ? — 
There  is  a  house  on  the  farm  and  a  man  is  occupying  it. 

6284.  Is  any  part  of  the  farm  cultivated  ? — There  is  an  orchard.  Tho  farm  is 
well  adapted  for  fruit-growing. 

6285.  How  much  is  under  cultivation  ? — I  don’t  know. 

6286.  What  steps  are  taken  to  prevent  pollution  ? — The  farm  is  far  below  our 
intakes  and  the  people  are  not  allowed  to  come  near  the  intakes  at  all. 

6287.  How  have  you  ascertained  that  you  will  get  2,500,000  to  3,000,000  gallous 
per  day  or  900,000,000  gallons  per  year  ? — We  have  a  report  from  Mr.  Stewart. 

6288.  Can  you  put  in  that  report  from  Mr.  Stewart  ? — It  is  a  letter  really,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  hardly  fair  to  Mr.  Stewart  to  put  that  in  as  it  is  not  a  detailed  report. 

6289.  Who  is  your  engineer  ? — Mr.  Stewart. 
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y  6290.  Then  when  he  started  this  work  I  suppose  he  gave  you  the  figures  as  to 

..1  what  your  gathering  ground  would  yield? — Mr.  Stewart  has,  of  course,  a  very  long 

7 tli  M:iy,  1902.  experience,  and  knows  how  much  water  falls  there  and  lie  gave  us  an  approximate  idea 
of  what  can  be  stored,  but  of  course  it  is  a  technical  question  for  mo.  He  based  his 
figures  on  faots  which  are  known  to  him,  and  from  nlv  knowledge  I  think  he  is  qui  te 
right. 

6291.  Before  you  bought  this  farm  had  you  no  figures  before  you  as  to  what  the 
water  supply  would  be  ? — I  was  not  in  the  Council  at  the  time. 

6292.  Chairman.’]  When  did  they  buy  it  ? — I  don’t  know. 

6293.  Dr.  Gregory.]  When  you  constructed  your  reservoir  in  connection  with  the 
tributary  running  from  the  mountain,  what  figures  did  you  have  then  before  you  ? — • 
Mr.  Stewart  gave  us  the  amount  that  we  could  store  on  that  area  at  about  60  million  in 

average  years. 

6294.  And  you  are  engaged  on  that  now? — Yes,  upon  works  which  will  store 
about  50  or  52  millions. 

6295.  Now,  have  you  any  returns  in  this  matter  from  Mr.  Stewart  about  the 
60,000,000  ? — I  think  so,  but  we  have  practically  proved  that.  The  proof  of  the 
pudding  is  in  the  eating  thereof. 

6296.  But  could  you  put  these  returns  in  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

6297.  And  could  you  put  in  Mr.  Stewart’s  letter  in  regard  to  the  other  matter  ? — ■ 
I  don’t  know.  It  is  really  a  private  communication  to  the  Council,  in  which  Mr. 
Stewart  simply  gave  us  certain  ideas  gratis.  Of  course,  we  can  apply  to  Mr.  Stewart 
to  furnish  us  with  a  detailed  report,  and  then  that  can  be  put  in. 

6298.  But  these  figures,  were  they  not  given  to  you  for  the  use  of  the  Council? — 
Yes,  but  they  were  not  really  figures  ;  we  asked  him  more  or  less  for  an  idea,  and  he 
gave  us  a  letter  giving  us  a  rough  one,  and  I  think  it  would  be  most  unfair  to  put 
anything  in  that  has  not  been  properly  drawn. 

6299.  I  presume  that  letter  or  information,  whatever  it  was,  was  supplied  to  your 
Council  to  guide  you  ?— Not  at  all ;  it  was  simply  to  tell  us  what  we  might  expect  in  the 
future,  and  Mr.  Stewart  gave  it  to  us  free  of  cost.  I  personally  asked  him. 

6300.  But  surely  that  information  belongs  to  the  Council  when  it  is  given  to  you  ? 
— Yes,  but  the  question  is  now  whether  we  have  any  need  to  supply  it. 

6301.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  objection  to  supplying  it  ? — Certainly  I  have. 

6302.  Dr.  Gregory.]  What  is  your  objection  to  supplying  it? — That  is  my  own 
matter. 

6303.  That  is  your  personal  opinion  ? — Yes,  and  E  think  the  whole  Council  would 
take  that  view  ;  they  are  generally  led  by  me  in  such  matters. 

6304.  How  many  Councillors  are  there  ? — Nine. 

6305.  And  those  other  eight  men  are  led  by  you  ? — Bah  !  I  cannot  understand  the 
Commissioner  asking  such  questions. 

6306.  Chairman.]  This  report  is  not  an  official  report,  it  is  a  kind  of  friendly 
report  from  Mr.  Stewart  ? — Yes,  and  I  don’t  think  we  are  justified  to  put  it  in. 

6307.  Suppose  Mr.  Stewart  has  no  objection,  and  the  Council  has  no  objection, 
then  can  we  get  a  copy? — We  will  apply  ^o  Mr.  Stewart  to  give  us  a  proper  report, 
and  then  we  could  put  it  in. 

6308.  You  don’t  think  Mr,  Stewart  would  like  this  letter  to  go  in  ? — I,  as  a 
Councillor,  object,  whatever  Mr.  Stewart  might  wish,  but  we  are  quite  prepared  to  ask 
him  for  a  detailed  report,  and  then  put  that  in. 

6309.  Was  Mr.  Stewart  your  Consulting  Engineer  at  the  time  when  he  made  that 
report  to  you  ? — He  was  not  our  Consulting  Engineer,  because  we  only  pay  him  when 
a  work  is  undertaken,  but  he  has  always  taken  a  lively  interest  in  Wynberg  matters, 
and  we  have  never  yet  paid  him  as  Consulting  Engineer. 

6310.  Do  you  think  this  report  will  be  of  any  value  to  us  as  shewing  the  possibili¬ 
ties  of  increasing  the  water  supply  to  the  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

6311.  Then  don’t  you  see  that  it  is  one  that  we  ought  to  have  ? — We  will  com¬ 
municate  with  Mr.  Stewart. 

6312.  And  ask  him  whether  he  is  willing  to  supplement  it  or  not  ?-— Oh,  yes. 

6313.  Will  you  make  a  note  of  that  ? — Yes,  I  will  not  forget  it. 

6314.  Mr.  Gurney ,]  However  abundant  the  supply  of  water  may  be,  and  however 
cheaply  it  may  be  supplied  to  the  individual  ratepayers,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  interest 
to  this  Commission  to  get  some  idea  of  the  way  in  which  the  Council  had  administered 
public  funds  in  connection  with  the  procuring  of  this  water  ? — Yes. 

6315.  And  in  special  reference  to  that  I  should  like  to  have  from  you  some  remarks 
on  the  building  of  the  service  reservoir  ? — Yes. 

6316.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  all  that  ? — Oh,  rather. 

6317.  I  think  it  was  estimated  that  it  would  cost  some  £8,200? — I  must  say  as 
regards  that  service  reservoir  that  Mr.  Stewart  was  right  with  his  figures,  but  the 
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Coiincil  decided  not  to  expend  that  money  for  the  reservoir  that  Mr.  Stewart  thought 
fit.  He  was  of  opinion  that  it  should  he  built  the  same  as  our  other  reservoir  with  a 
vaulted  roof,  but  the  Council  decided  that  they  would  simply  have  an  iron  roof. 

6318.  Does  the  estimate  of  £8,200  include  the  iron  roof  ? — I  don’t  know,  but  just 
at  that  time  there  was  a  big  strike  going  on  in  Eugland  and  the  cost  of  iron  rose 
enormously. 

6319.  In  June,  1898,  the  reservoir  was  supposed  to  be  finished? — It  was  not 
supposed  to  be  finished,  but  we  used  it  in  1898,  before  the  roof  was  on. 

6320.  The  cost  up  to  that  stage  had  been  £11,300  ? — I  have  not  got  the  figures 
here  so  I  don’t  know,  but  I  know  it  cost  a  good  deal  more  than  the  estimate. 

6321.  Then  you  put  the  roof  on  at  a  cost  of  £1,676  ? — Oh  no  ;  the  whole  oxponses 
up  to  that  time  came  to  £11,544,  out  of  Loan  No.  9  and  Loan  No.  10. 

6322.  This  £11,544  includes  the  cost  of  the  roof  ? — Yes. 

6323.  That  is  £3,000  more  than  the  estimate  ? — Yes. 

6324.  But  then  something  happened  ;  can  you  tell  us  what  ? — Nothing  happened  ; 
nature  acted  as  nature  will  do  ;  the  cement  had  contracted  and  the  ratepayers  insisted 
on  our  doing  something  that  was  unnecessary. 

6325.  Did  not  the  supports  of  the  roof  go  through  the  bottom  ? — That  is  foolish. 

6326.  What  was  the  difficulty  ? — There  were  cracks  in  the  cement  and  no  water 
came  through  but  the  ratepayers  insisted  on  our  putting  in  expanding  joints. 

6327.  That  was  in  1898  ? — Yes,  and  the  same  thing  happened  in  1899. 

6328.  Aud  then  they  incurred  an  expenditure  of  about  £300  or  £400  ? — I  am 
practically  the  father  of  this  reservoir,  and  if  there  is  any  blame  I  wish  to  take  it  upon 
myself.  It  was  built  on  my  wish  with  a  view  of  getting  sufficient  water  for 
the  ratepayers.  There  was  a  bitterly  cold  night  and  the  cement  simply  pulled 
away  and  showed  a  crack  on  the  outside,  and  in  the  next  winter  when  we  emptied  the 
reservoir  we  had  it  attended  to.  It  held  all  right  during  the  summer,  but  during  the 
next  winter  the  same  thing  happened  again. 

6329.  And  then  that  sum  of  money  was  spent  ? —Yes,  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
ratepayers  that  we  should  make  it  a  complete  job,  and  we  had  to  put  in  the  expanding 
joints. 

6330.  How  muoh  did  that  cost  ? — I  don’t  know ;  it  was  the  wish  of  the  rate¬ 
payers. 

6331.  £5,000? — I  don’t  know  the  exact  amount,  but  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
ratepayers. 

6322.  Did  the  Council  get  advice  from  the  architect  that  the  water  would  not 
leak  from  the  crack? — -Oh,  yes;  Mr.  Stewart  was  quite  prepared  to  take  a  guarantee 
of  £1,000. 

6333.  Aud  it  is  in  use  now  ? — Oh,  yes,  during  the  whole  summer. 

6334.  And  no  fresh  cracks  yet? — No. 

6335.  And  do  you  anticipate  them  when  the  cold  weather  comes  on  ? — They  could 
do  no  harm. 

6336.  But  the  fact  is  that  it  has  been  a  very  costly  reservoir  so  far?— Mr. 
Stewart  is  not  to  blame. 

6337.  Now,  in  connection  with  the  reservoir,  I  should  like  to  ask  another  ques¬ 
tion  :  Just  now  you  appeared  to  be  angry  at  the  suggestion  that  the  supports  of  the 
roof  went  through  the  dam  ? — Most  decidedly. 

6338.  Those  are  things  very  likely  talke  1  about  while  they  may  have  no  truth  at 
bottom,  but  I  think  it  is  desirable  that  you  should  answer  questions  about  them  ? — 
Quite  so. 

6339.  About  £1,000  worth  of  cement  was  condemned  by  the  engineer  as  being 
no  good  ?-  -No. 

6340.  It  was  then  sold  by  the  Municipality  at  a  loss  of  about  £500  ? — No ;  but 
the  fact  is,  the  Council  got  more  cement  than  they  wanted  and  sold  it. 

6341.  And  it  was  never  condemned  ? — No  ;  I  am  astonished  that  a  Commissioner 
asks  such  questions,  upon  my  word. 

6342.  It  was  not  condemned  ? — No,  never,  and  if  it  had  been  condemned  it  would 
have  been  due  to  the  alertness  of  the  engineer  to  see  that  none  of  it  was  used. 

6343.  Are  you  quite  certain  ? — Every  cask  is  tested  in  England,  but  the  fact  is 
that  we  got  more  cement  than  we  wanted. 

6344.  You  did  not  sell  it  at  a  loss? — No. 

6345.  But  it  is  shewn  in  your  aocounts  that  there  was  a  loss  of  £493  on  the  sale  of 
cement  ? — They  had  no  need  to  sell  it  at  a  loss ;  they  sold  it  out  of  hand  as  it  was  held 
that  the  Couucil  was  not  to  make  any  profit. 

6346.  Chairman.']  Was  it  sold  by  auction  ?— Out  of  hand  to  a  Wynberg  rate¬ 
payer. 


Mr. 

T.  VoVmer. 
7th  May,  1902. 


286 


Mr. 

T.  Vollmcr. 

Ui  May,  1902. 


6347.  Mr.  Gurney.']  Was  lie  a  Councillor  at  the  time? — No,  not  at  that  time. 

6348.  Was  it  sold  back  by  him  for  the  use  of  the  reservoir  ?— No. 

6349.  You  don’t  think  it  is  in  that  reservoir  to  this  day  ? — No. 

6350.  This  work  was  done  by  a  contractor  ? — Yes,  but  we  don’t  allow  the  contractor 
to  get  his  own  cement,  we  buy  that  ourselves  in  England. 

6351.  You  don’t  know  how  it  was  that  you  got  this  surplus  supply  ? — Well,  it 
often  happens  that  the  supplies  come  quicker  than  you  use  them,  besides,  that  is  a 
matter  which  entirely  rests  with  the  Council  who  order  these  things,  and  if  they  make 
a  mistake  it  rests  with  them. 

6352.  I  only  want  to  know  how  the  Council  does  its  business  ? — I  am  quite 
prepared  to  give  that. 

6353.  You  spoke  of  the  quantity  of  water  to  be  brought  down  by  the  pipes.  Was 
it  not  a  fact  that  the  pipes  could  not  bring  all  the  water  down  ? — I  spoke  about  the 
lowest  flow  in  summer — about  70,000  gallons. 

6354.  But  the  point  is  this  :  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  water  could  not  come  down 
because  some  particular  sections  of  the  pipes  could  not  carry  the  water  ? — Not  a  word 
of  truth  in  it.  A  Councillor  did  raise  the  question  at  the  time  but  he  came  a  cropper 
over  it.  It  is  all  talk. 

6355.  But  were  not  the  pipes  duplicated  ?  —Yes,  because  we  wanted  more  water, 
aud  therefore  we  had  to  get  another  pipe. 

6356.  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  just  give  me  a  definite  reply  to  the  question: 
was  it  not  a  fact  that  certain  sections  only  of  the  pipe  were  too  small  ? — I  distinctly 
say  it  is  not  true. 

6357.  The  whole  pipe  was  too  small  ? — Certainly. 

6358.  Was  there  any  blame  to  anybody  for  putting  pipes  down  that  were  too 
small  at  the  beginning  ? — Certainly  not ;  they  were  laid  down  many  years  ago,  and 
nobody  ever  expected  that  Wynberg  would  grow  to  the  extent  that  it  has. 

6359.  And  when  you  duplicated  the  pipes  you  had  to  rebuild  the  supports  right 
through? — Yes,  because  they  could  not  carry  the  heavier  pipe. 

6360.  They  were  too  weak  ? — They  were  strong  enough  to  carry  a  6-inch  pipe,  but 
then  when  they  had  to  carry  a  6-inch  pipe,  and  in  addition  a  12-inch  pipe,  of  course 
they  were  not  strong  enough. 

6361.  And  you  don’t  think  that  any  blame  is  attached  to  anybody  for  letting  the 
Council  in  for  the  expense  of  duplicating  the  pipes  ? — There  is  no  blame  in  the  matter. 
We  wanted  more  water,  and  we  had  to  increase  the  pipes. 

6362.  Mr.  De  Villiers.]  Under  the  Act  of  1887  it  was  provided  that  Rondebosch 
aud  Claremont  could  join;  could  you  tell  us  why  they  did  not  join  you? — They  had 
these  powerful  Albion  Springs,  and  they  considered  them  quite  sufficient  for  their 
purposes,  and  they  have  been  supplied  from  those  springs  all  these  years  by  the  Water 
Board  which  was  formed. 

6363.  Have  you  ever  supplied  them  with  water  ? — They  have  never  asked  us. 

6364.  Chairman.]  Was  there  not  some  correspondence  about  a  supply  to  certain 
ratepayers  in  Claremont  ? — Yes,  there  were  certain  places  which  Claremont  could  not 
supply  with  water,  and  we  gave  them  the  water  as  we  had  a  higher  level. 

6365.  And  is  that  still  going  on  ? — Oh,  yes. 

6366.  And  you  charge  them  the  same  rate  ? — No,  as  they  are  not  ratepayers  we 
add  25  per  cent. 

6367.  But  when  the  new  reservoir  of  the  Waterworks  Board  is  finished,  would 
they  be  supplied  tbence  ? — Yes  ;  then  they  could  get  water  from  there. 
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FRIDAY,  9th  MAY,  1902. 

Present , 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman), 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory, 
Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
Mr.  Lawrence. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villi ers. 


Mr.  Theodore  Vollmer  further  examined. 


6368.  Chairman.']  Mr.  Stewart  wishes  to  put  some  questions  to  you  ? — Yes,  but 
before  you  go  on,  I  should  like  to  make  a  few  remarks  about  that  cement  business. 
Since  I  gave  my  evidence  here  I  have  seen  the  Mayor,  who  agrees  with  me  that  it  was 
the  direction  of  the  Council  at  the  time  that  the  cement  should  not  be  sold  at  a  loss.  I 
was  in  favour  of  its  being  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  ratepayers  at  the  highest  figure  it 
would  fetch,  but  a  legal  gentleman  of  high  standing  who  was  on  the  Council  gave  it 
as  his  opinion  that  the  Council  had  no  right  to  make  any  profit.  It  was,  however, 
distinctly  and  plainly  understood  that  no  loss  whatever  should  occur  by  the  sale. 
Cement  at  the  time  was  very  scarce,  and  we  could  have  sold  it  at  a  very  high  figure, 
but  it  was  held,  as  I  said,  that  that  could  not  be  done.  Now,  if  it  is  a  fact  that  there 
has  been  a  loss  of  £499  on  the  sale,  then  there  must  have  been  some  corruption  or 
something  wrong.  Our  Mayor  agrees  with  me  in  the  very  strong  opinion  that  the 
matter  should  be  traced.  That  would  be  a  contravention  of  the  clear,  resolution  of  the 
Council  that  it  should  be  sold  at  what  it  cost,  and  if  that  amount  of  money 
has  been  lost,  it  could  not  have  happened  without  the  connivance  of  our 
Town  Clerk,  or  at  all  events,  of  someone.  The  #  gentleman  who 
was  a  ratepayer  when  he  bought  the  cement  is  now  a  Town  Councillor, 
and  for  the  sake  of  this  gentleman— Mr.  Allan — also  it  is  most  necessary  that  the 
matter  should  be  cleared  up ;  we  cannot  pass  that  over,  but  we  will  have  to  trace  it,  and 

it  I  would  therefore  ask  this  Commission  to  be  so  good  as  to  appoint  someone  to  investi¬ 

gate  the  matter  very  minutely.  Both  the  Mayor  and  I  are  prepared  to  render  every 
assistance  in  our  power  to  bring  the  matter  to  light.  We  do  not  allow  in  our  Muni¬ 
cipality  any  jobbery,  and  if  there  is  any  one  there  who  has  been  guilty  of  it  he  should 
not  remain.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Gurney’s  questions  are  based  on  wrong 
information,  it  is  equally  due  to  the  ratepayers  and  all  concerned  that  the  matter  should 
be  cleared  up.  I  should  for  these  reasons  be  very  pleased  if  someone — even  Mr. 
Gurney  himself — could  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  matter. 

6369.  Mr.  Gurney.]  Do  I  understand,  Mr.  Vollmer,  that  you  deny  that  there  was  a 
loss  ? — Yes,  I  saw  the  Town  Clerk  on  Wednesday  evening  and  he  said  that  there  has 
not  been  a  penny  loss. 

6370.  Dr.  Gregory.]  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  that  you  cannot  make  a  profit  ? 
Surely  stores  sold  by  a  Local  Authority  should  be  sold  at  the  highest  obtainable  rate  P  — 
That  was  mv  view ;  but  a  lawyer  who  wa3  a  Councillor  at  the  time  held  that  the 

▼  Council  had  no  right  to  make  a  profit.  I  may  say  that  since  then  we  have  not  gone 
according  to  that  ruling  but  we  have  insisted  that  such  stores  should  be  sold  by 
tender. 

6371.  Then  that  cement  was  supposed  to  have  been  sold  at  the  price  at  which  it 
was  invoiced  to  the  Council  ? — Yes,  and  it  was  sold  to  Mr.  Allan  who  was  not  a 
Councillor  but  a  ratepayer  at  the  time. 

6371  (aj.  How  came  this  ratepayer  to  get  tne  option  to  buy  the  cement  as  against 
anyone  else  ? — Quite  so  ;  I  don’t  like  it  myself. 

6372.  Chairman.]  It  was  not  sold  by  auction  ? — No  ;  out  of  hand. 

6373.  Mr.  Gurney.]  But  you  are  sure  there  was  no  loss? — No. 

6374.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  Who  was  it  sold  to  ? — To  Mr.  Allan,  who  is  now  a 
Councillor  but  was  not  at  the  time. 

6375.  But  he  was  not  a  Councillor  at  the  time  the  sale  took  place  P — No. 

6376.  Chairman.]  With  reference  to  what  you  said  the  other  day  that  only  two- 
thirds  of  the  Wynberg  houses  are  receiving  a  water  service  ? — Are  connected  with  the 
water  system,  I  said. 

6377.  I  should  be  very  glad  if  you  would  ask  the  Town  Clerk  to  communicate  to 
the  Commission  as  closely  as  lie  can  the  style  of  houses  that  are  generally  unconnected  ; 
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7.  VoJ/mer.  ^or  ins<:ance,  how  many  houses  there  are  above  the  value  of  £500  and  how  many  there 
—  ^  i  are  below  the  value  of  £500,  and  in  each  of  these  classes  the  number  that  are  uncon- 
0t  1  •’  1902,  nected  ?— The  position  is  this  :  Wynberg  has  a  very  extended  area  and  our  mains  are 

only  la’d  in  the  more  densely  populated  parts.  But  of  course  where  the  people  are  long 
distances  away,  such  as  perhaps  ten  thousand  yards,  we  are  not  able  to  connect  them 
until  the  parts  become  sufficiently  thickly  populated,  and  the  consequence  is  that  they 
are  still  using  the  wells. 

6378.  I  quite  understand  that ;  but  will  you  make  a  note  of  it,  and  perhaps  your 
Municipal  Clerk  will  let  us  have  figures  on  those  points  ?  —Oh,  yes,  the  Engineer  oould 
give  that. 

6379.  That  is  to  say  the  number  of  houses  that  are  on  the  roll,  valued  at  over 
£500  and  below  £500,  respectively,  and  the  number  of  each  class  connected  and 
unconnected  ? — Yes. 

6380.  He  might  add  some  explanation,  make  some  kind  of  report,  as  to  the 
reasons,  and  so  on  ? — Quite  so. 

6381.  Do  you  supply  any  water  to  the  military  camps  there  P — They  have  the 
right  to  use  40,000  gallons  a  day —that  is  our  agreement  with  them  ;  but  as  a  matter 
of  fact  they  don’t  use  that  quantity. 

6382.  In  consequence  of  what  have  they  that  right  ? — According  to  an  agreement 
which  was  entered  into. 

6383.  When  ? — Some  years  ago,  and  we  have  always  renewed  it. 

6384.  Do  they  pay  you  for  that  ? — Oh,  yes. 

6385.  How  much  ? — I  think  they  pay  the  same  charge  as  the  ratepayers. 

6386.  Is  it  a  meter  supply  ? — Oh,  yes ;  they  have  their  own  reservoir,  but  the 
water  passes  through  the  meter.  I  think  they  pay  at  the  rate  of  Is.  3d.  per  thousand 
gallons. 

6387.  Would  you  perhaps  verify  that  by  reference  to  the  Town  Clerk  ? — Yes. 

6388.  And  perhaps  the  same  as  to  the  quantity  actually  supplied  ? — Quite  so. 

6389.  Well  now,  do  you  supply  the  Railway  Department  ? — We  are  supplying 
the  Railway  Department. 

6390.  With  how  much  ? — -We  have  been  supplying  them  only  lately  when  they 
could  not  get  their  supply  from  Claremont,  and  I  think  they  get  between  twenty  and 
thirty  thousand  gallons  a  day. 

6391.  At  the  same  price  at  which  you  supply  to  the  ordinary  consumer  ? — I  think 
so ;  they  have  their  price  fixed  by  the  Act. 

6392.  Perhaps  you  would  make  a  note  of  that  also  and  get  us  the  quantity 
supplied  and  the  rate  charged  to  the  Railway  Department? — Yes. 

6393.  With  reference  to  your  public  Institutions  and  Hospitals,  do  you  charge 
them  for  water?— We  supply  every  Institution,  including  the  schools,  with  100 
gallons  a  day  free  of  charge. 

6394.  Have  you  ever  given  any  free  grant  of  land  in  Wynberg  for  school  or 
hospital  purposes? — Not  that  I  know  of. 

6395.  Or  made  a  grant  of  money  to  buy  land  for  a  school  or  an  hospital  ? — Not  to 
my  knowledge. 

6396.  Then  has  every  such  Institution  to  buy  its  own  land  ? — Yes  ;  we  cannot  give 
our  land  away  for  such  purposes. 

6397.  Not  for  a  school  or  a  hospital  ? — Well,  we  have  no  site  suitable  for  such 
purposes. 

6398.  Have  you  no  schools  ? — Yes,  but  the  Municipality  never  owned  sites  which 
would  be  suitable  for  such  a  purpose. 

6399.  Mr.  Gurney .]  But  as  a  contribution  to  the  Wynberg  Hospital  you  give 
them  water  free  ? — Oh,  yes,  and  we  perform  all  the  sanitary  work  for  them  free  of 
charge  as  well  as  for  the  schools. 

6400.  Mr.  Stewart.~\  When  you  joined  the  Council,  were  there  any  Councillors 
on  the  Board  who  had  been  Councillors  when  the  original  Waterworks  were  con¬ 
structed  ? — Mr.  de  Kock  was  the  only  old  member,  but  whether  he  was  on  the  Board 
at  that  time  I  cannot  say. 

6401.  Are  there  any  members  on  the  Council  now? — I  am  the  oldest  member  on 
the  Council  at  present. 

6402.  Then  when  you  came  on  the  Council  you  took  a  considerable  interest  in  the 
question  of  the  water-supply,  and  as  the  other  Councillors  were  not  au  fait  with  the 
question,  you  made  it  your  business  to  work  up  the  whole  history  of  it? — I  did;  I 
worked  a  lot  for  that  water. 

6403.  And  having  acquired  this  knowledge  which  the  other  Councillors  did  not 
possess,  they  were  guided  to  some  extent  by  your  superior  knowledge  in  regard  to  the 
increase  of  the  works? — Well,  of  course  as  long  as  they  saw  that  my  proposals  were 
tending  to  the  advancement  and  benefit  of  the  ratepayers  they  were  led  by  me. 
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6404.  In  other  words  you  took  pains  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of  affairs  ? — Yes, 
there  are  few  matters  connected  with  the  Waterworks  that  are  not  within  my 
knowledge. 

6405.  Could  you  tell  us  briefly  how  it  was  that  Wynberg  got  a  supply  of  water 
from  Table  Mountain  ? — I  have  already  stated  in  my  evidence  that  the  first  steps  were 
taken  before  my  time,  and  therefore  I  could  not  speak  from  personal  knowledge,  but  can 
only  give  hearsay. 

6406.  You  will  admit  that  the  catchment  on  Table  Mountain  area  was  split  up 
between  Cape  Town  and  Wynberg  ? — Yes,  that  is  a  fact. 

6407.  In  addition  to  the  share  of  the  catchment  area  which  Wynberg  got,  Wyn- 
berg  bought  the  Orange  Kloof  farm  below  the  piece  of  ground  given  by  the  Government, 
and  containing  a  far  larger  supply  of  water  than  the  little  piece  of  Crown  land  handed 
over  ? — As  I  have  already  stated,  both  the  rivers  run  through  our  farm,  and  they  both 
have  their  origin  where  this  ground  was  split  up,  and  the  Grovernment  gave  the  main 
river  to  Cape  Town,  and  only  a  small  one  to  Wynberg. 

6408.  The  result  of  Cape  Town’s  action  was  that  the  water  was  diverted  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  mountain  and  led  away  to  Cape  Town,  so  that  it  ceased  to  oome 
through  Orange  Kloof  ? — Yes ;  and  it  is  the  very  piece  of  ground  which  has  been  taken 
for  the  construction  of  the  Woodhead  reservoir  that  belonged  to  the  Orange  Kloof 
farm.  If  the  Wynberg  Ceuncil  had  not  handed  that  over  to  Cape  Town,  the  latter 
would  not  have  been  able  to  construct  its  tunnel. 

6409.  But  the  water  available  from  the  otfier  pieces  of  Grovernment  laud  con¬ 
tinued  to  flow  down  to  Orange  Kloof  and  formed  one  of  your  feeders  ? — Yes. 

6410.  What  happened  ?  From  your  own  knowledge,  is  there  a  large  stream  of 
water  running  from  this  piece  of  ground  on  the  mouutain  in  the  summer  time  or  does 
it  dry  up  completely  ? — Not  a  drop  runs  ;  in  fact  it  takes  a  good  soaking  rain  before 
any  water  shows  at  all. 

6411.  Therefore  the  piece  of  Government  ground  given  to  you  is  of  no  value  to 
you  whatever  as  a  Council  in  supplying  water  in  the  summer  ? — None  whatever. 

6412.  The  main  source  of  your  supply  is  derived  from  the  springs  on  Orange 
Kloof  farm  ? — Yes,  and  the  two  rivers  running  through  it. 

6413.  The  whole  of  the  water  that  you  diverted  to  Wynberg  rises  on  your  own 
property  ? — Yes ;  we  led  it  away  from  there. 

6414.  That  is  before  any  storage  works  were  completed  ? — Yes. 

6415.  Now  you  have  given  it  in  evidence  that  the  gauging^  of  the  springs  in 
Orange  Kloof  gave  a  minimum  summer  supply  of  70,000  arallons  per  day? — Yes. 

6416.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  the  run  of  these  little  streams  and 
springs  is  largely  augmented  by  small  rainfalls  in  summer  ? — Yes,  the  least  little  ram 
makes  it  run  strong  and  increases  the  supply. 

6417.  Now  as  comparing  this  with  the  piece  of  ground  you  have  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain  where  your  storage  reservoir  was  constructed,  what  is  the  state  of  things  ? — 
There  even,  if  we  have  a  fairly  good  rain  in  summer,  not  a  drop  is  added  ou  the 
mountain,  whilst  in  our  own  area  all  the  slopes  of  the  mountain  being  of  course  nothing 
but  stone  every  drop  runs  down  into  both  these  rivers  and  they  come  down  very 
strongly.  The  least  little  shower  increases  cur  supply  there. 

6418.  So  that  the  catchment  area  which  feeds  your  storage  reservoir  yields  no 
water  from  the  rainfall  in  summer  whilst  your  catchment  area  below  that  reservoir 

^  ,  yields  a  considerable  quantity  ? — Yes. 

6419.  Shortly  after  the  works  were  completed  for  Wynberg,  do  you  remember 
whether  it  was  the  experience  that  the  run  in  summer  was  sufficient  or  not  ? — I  came 
to  Wynberg  in  1891,  and  in  that  very  summer  I  laid  out  a  big  garden  and  used  a  good 
deal  of  water,  but  they  very  soon  stopped  me,  and  since  then  1  took  up  the  question  of 
the  water  supply,  and  then  the  first  reservoir  was  built  on  the  mountain  to  hold 
11,000,000  gallons  in  order  to  add  to  our  supply  during  the  summer  time. 

6420.  We  are  coming  to  that.  Yery  shortly  after  the  works  were  put  into  work¬ 
ing  order  the  demand  for  water  was  so  great  that  the  dry  weather  run  in  Orauge 
Kloof  Farm  was  not  sufficient  ? — I  would  not  say  shortly  after,  but  perhaps  within  3 
or  4  years. 

6421.  Then  the  Council  deoided  to  augment  the  supply  by  storage  ? — Yes. 

6422.  And  they  built  what  is  known  as  the  Lower  Storage  Reservoir  ? — Yes. 

6423.  This  Storage  Reservoir  is  built  on  the  Government  ground  to  which  I 
referred  ? — Yes. 

6424.  And  is  fed  by  winter  rains  ? — Yes. 

6425.  What  do  you  do  with  that  reservoir ;  how  do  you  work  it  ? — Well,  if  you 
would  read  my  Mayor’s  Minute,  that  would  explain  it.  Gradually  as  the  summer  goes 
on  the  springs  run  less  and  less.  First  we  get  perhaps  250,000  gallons  per  day  and  it 
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may  happen  that  the  very  following  day  we  come  down  to  220,000  gallons,  and  then 
we  begin  to  feel  that  the  water  is  not  sufficient  to  allow  us  to  use  it  for  the  gardens. 
After  that  we  start  gradually  to  take  water  from  the  reservoir  from  time  to  time.  As 
soon  as  the  rain  comes  however  a  great  difference  is  made  at  once. 

6426  You  simply  supplement  the  supply  from  Orange  Kloof  from  the  Storage 
Reservoir  as  the  summer  advances  ? — Quite  so. 

6427.  And  the  quantity  you  take  from  the  Storage  Reservoir  entirely  depends 
upon  the  proportion  which  you  get  from  Orange  Kloof  ? — Quite  so ;  if  it  is  a  very  hot 
day  we  lose  a  lot  by  evaporation. 

6428.  This  dam  for  impounding  the  water  was  designed  to  admit  of  its  being 
raised  higher  ? — Yes. 

6429.  Was  that  increase  proceeded  with  in  accordance  with  certain  advice  which 
the  Council  got  ? — That  was  before  my  time. 

6430.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  has  not  been  increased  ?  — No. 

6431.  That  reservoir  served  you  for  a  number  of  years  ? — Yes. 

6432.  When  you  found  that  further  storage  was  necessary  ? — Yes ;  then  the 
question  -was  raised  as  to  whether  we  should  raise  the  lower  storage  reservoir  or  build 
one  higher  up.  I  was  strongly  in  favour  of  building  another  higher  up,  which  was 
done. 

6433.  Now  you  have  two  storage  reservoirs  ? — Yes,  one  above  the  other  on  the 
mountain. 

6434.  I  think  you  gave  us  the  total  quantity  that  the  storage  reservoirs  will  hold  ? 
— 34,000,000.  The  lower  one  11,000,000  and  the  other  23,000,000.  And  we  are  now 
going  to  increase  the  lower  one  up  to  52,000,000  gallons. 

6435.  Had  Wynberg  been  in  a  position  to  build  one  large  reservoir  from  the  first, 
would  you  say  that  the  two  would  have  been  built  all  the  same  ? — I  could  not  say  ; 
but  I  think  they  would  have  been  built  all  the  same,  because  Wynberg  would  not  have 
gone  in  for  a  huge  reservoir  which  could  hold  a  quantity  of  water  far  in  excess  of 
their  needs  unless  they  had  customers  for  the  water.  They  could  not  expend  a  large 
sum  of  money  and  have  a  large  surplus  of  water  which  brought  them  no  return. 

6436.  But  supposing  you  had  been  able  to  float  a  company  with  some  other  town  or 
municipality,  with  whose  assistance  you  would  have  been  able  to  construct  bigger 
works,  would  you  not  have  done  so  ? — I  could  not  say. 

6437.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Wynberg  proceeded  tentatively  ? — Yes.  I  advocated 
at  the  time  that  if  the  other  suburbs  would  take  the  water  from  us  we  could  construct 
big  works,  because  we  had  plenty  of  water,  and  if  we  could  get  consumers  for  the 
water,  we  were  and  are  still  prepared  to  incur  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  the 
necessary  works. 

6438.  Now  you  find  that  with  your  ever  increasing  demand,  you  must  augment  to 
a  further  extent  ? — Yes. 

6439.  And  you  are  going  to  increase  your  lower  reservoir  ? — Yes. 

6440.  But  the  increase  is  not  to  the  amount  originally  contemplated  ? — No,  I 
think  it  is  a  little  less. 

6441.  And  the  Glovernment  has  agreed  to  give  you  an  additional  piece  of  Crown  land 
to  make  certain  that  this  reservoir  would  be  filled  ? — Yes. 

6442.  Chairman .]  Is  there  any  condition  attached  to  that  grant  ? — No,  we  have 
paid  the  Glovernment  for  it 

6443.  Mr.  Stewart .]  And  you  will  get  about  52,000,000  gallons  ? — Oh  yes,  that 
is  all  that  we  can  take,  not  in  summer  but  in  winter. 

6444.  Y  ou  don’t  know  the  whole  of  the  resources  for  which  the  works  as  originally 
designed  were  constructed  for  permanent  water  to  Wynberg  ? — No. 

6445.  Only  you  do  know  the  capacity  of  the  pipes  ? — Yes. 

6446.  How  much  they  were  designed  to  carry  ? — Yes,  they  brought  in  330,000 
gallons. 

6447.  Was  it  not  320,000  gallons  ? — Yes,  somewhere  about  that. 

6448.  These  pipes  were  designed  to  deliver  that  quantity  in  1887  ? — Yes. 

6449.  And  have  they  continued  to  do  so  until  last  year? — Yes. 

6450.  But  have  you  made  experiments  to  ascertain  what  their  discharging  capacity 
is  at  present  ? — They  never  run  full  now.  The  water  is  distributed  between  the  two 
pipes. 

6451.  But  if  the  water  is  available  at  the  other  end  that  pipe  will  still  discharge 
310,000  per  day  ? — Oh  yes. 

6452.  Chairman. J  What  was  the  need  for  putting  in  another  pipe  P — Beoause  the 
one  pipe  only  carried  320,000  gallons,  and  our  consumption  is  about  500,000. 

6453.  Mr.  Stewart .]  Now  the  works  as  originally  designed  have  fulfilled  the 
purpose  which  they  were  said  they  would  fulfil  ? — If  the  ratepayers  would  not  take 
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water  for  their  garden  those  pipes  would  he  sufficient  still,  be  we  wanted  an  additional 
supply  for  the  gardens  for  the  summer  time. 

6454.  Is  it  with  your  own  knowledge  that  one  part  of  this  pipe  line  discharges  9th  May,  1902. 
more  water  than  the  other? — No. 

6455.  Then  the  suggestion  to  that  effect  contained  in  a  question  asked  you  the 
other  day  is  utterly  wrong  ? — I  don’t  know  what  led  to  it.  It  is  so  plain  ;  one  portion 
has  an  8-inch  pipe  and  I  have  not  seen  any  difference. 

6456.  The  short  and  the  long  of  it  is  that  the  scheme  as  originally  designed 
supplies  the  quantity  of  water  for  which  it  was  intended  to  carry  ? — Yes. 

6457.  But  as  your  consumption  increased,  you  found,  after  two  or  three  years,  that 
you  must  augment  your  supply  to  Wynberg  ? — Yes. 

6458.  And  you  as  a  Council  decided  to  construct  certain  works? — Yes. 

6459.  Will  you  describe  them  shortly  ? — The  works  on  the  mountain  have  been 
described  already,  and  as  the  one  pipe  could  only  carry  320,000  gallons  we  decided  to 
have  another,  which  should  carry  one  million  gallons ;  we  did  that  with  an  eye  to  the 
future.  Mr.  Stewart  advised  us  to  take  up  the  one  pipe,  but  we  would  not  do  that, 
and  we  have  got  both,  the  one  carrying  one-third  of  a  million  and  the  other  one 
million,  so  that  we  can  bring  in  from  the  intakes  one  and  a  third  million  gallons. 

6460.  But  in  the  dry  season  you  have  not  got  one  and  a  third  million  gallons 
available  at  Orange  Kloof  ? — No,  not  stored. 

6461.  So  that  Wynberg  will  proceed  as  it  has  proceeded  hitherto,  and  construct 
additional  storage  or  other  works  to  augment  the  supply  as  it  should  be  found  necessary 
from  time  to  time  ? — Yes. 

6462.  Then  there  is  the  question  of  the  piers  :  from  my  point  of  view  it  has 
nothing  to  do  with  this  Commission,  but  a  pier  designed  to  carry  a  6-incii  pipe  would 
scarcely  be  expected  to  carry  a  12-inch  pipe  ? — If  you  will  refer  to  question  No.  6360 
in  my  previous  evidence,  you  will  see  there  that  I  gave  the  following  answer :  “  They 
were  not  too  weak  to  carry  a  six-inch  pipe,  but  then  when  they  had  to  oarry  a  6-inch 
pipe  and  in  addition  a  12-inch  pipe,  of  course  they  were  not  strong  enough.” 

6463.  Therefore  if  you  had  carried  out  my  recommendation  for  a  single  pipe,  the 
piers  might  have  been  utilised  ? — Yes. 

6464.  But  the  Council  decided  to  spend  more  money  to  get  two  pipes? — Yes. 

6465.  They  could  afford  to  do  so,  and  they  did  it  ? — Yes ;  we  thought  it  advisable 
to  do  so. 

6466.  Then  it  is  within  your  knowledge  that  a  great  many  rainfall  observations 
have  been  made  round  about  Orange  Kloof  since  the  works  were  started  ? — Yes. 

6467.  And  about  a  year  ago  that  same  question  arose  as  regards  the  oapacity  of 
Orange  Kloof  to  supply  additional  water,  and  in  connection  with  which  you  admitted 
the  other  day  I  had  given  you  some  suggestions? — Yes. 

6468.  The  gist  of  the  suggestions  was  that  Orange  Kloof  could  yield,  in  the 
driest  year  hitherto  recorded,  about  2|  million  gallons  per  day  over  and  above  the  1^ 
million  gallons  which  you  could  carry  by  the  existing  works? — Quite  so. 

6469.  Of  course  this  is  only  the  quantity  of  water  that  can  be  stored  as  the  water 
does  not  run  in  the  dry  season  ? — No,  only  in  winter. 

6470.  This  is  in  short  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  water  which  could  be  derived 
from  the  area,  based  on  the  experience  which  you  had  of  the  existing  storage  reservoirs 
and  of  course  my  own  knowledge  of  Table  Mountain  ? — Yes. 

6471.  At  what  point  in  Orange  Kloof  can  this  water  be  made  available? — I  think 
the  idea  was  to  construct  a  large  reservoir  at  a  point  where  both  these  rivers — -the  Disa 
and  the  Main  Rivers — meet. 

6472.  A  reservoir  could  be  constructed  there  audit  takes  a  very  large  catchment 
area  ? — Yes. 

6473-.  Could  this  water  be  led  in  by  gravitation  into  your  existing  main  ? — No. 

6474.  It  is  about  350  feet  below?-  Yes,  I  put  it  into  my. Mayor’s  Minute  in 
those  days  that  the  water  could  be  pumped  up. 

6475.  But  you  can  either  pump  it  into  the  existing  main  or  you  can  construct  a 
tunnel  which  would  give  you  the  water  at  the  same  level  as  the  existing  reservoir  ?—• 

Yes. 

6476.  And  it  would  give  you  2£  million  gallons  over  and  above  your  million 
gallons,  and  that  would  bo  a  supply  available  for  the  other  suburbs  ? — Quite  so,  and 
for  ours  in  the  future. 

6477.  Chairman.]  Am  I  to  understand  that  if  you  store  all  the  water  running  off 
your  catchment  areas  you  could  have  a  supply  of  about  4,000,000  gallons  per  day  ? — 

3f  millions. 

6478.  So  that  2j  million  gallons  of  water  are  running  to  waste  at  the  present  time  ? 

— Yes,  even  more,  about  3  million.  Of  course  it  is  only  in  the  winter  that  it  runs  away. 
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6479.  Mr.  Steicart.~]  And  all  this  water  oan  be  acquired  from  the  high  precipices 
on  both  sides  of  the  farm  ? — Yes. 

6480.  You  don’t  require  a  single  yard  of  Crown  land  to  enable  you  to  construct 
the  reservoir  ? — No,  not  an  inch 

6481.  Could  this  quantity  which  I  have  stated  to  you  he  augmented? — You  mean 
further  augmented  ? 

6482.  Yes. — That  I  don’t  know. 

6483.  There  are  other  slopes  outside  Orange  Kloof ;  that  is  to  say  Government 
ground  ? — Oh  yes,  our  farm  is  enclosed  round  about  by  nothing  but  mountains,  and  the 
water  simply  comes  rushing  df'wn.  It  has  no  time  to  soak  away. 

6484.  So  that  provided  you  could  get  power  to  take  water  from  other  catchment 
areas  than  those  you  hold  now,  the  additional  quantity  of  water  which  could  be  made 
available  in  Orange  Kloof  would  exceed  2|  million  gallons  ? — I  daresay,  but  that  is  a 
question  I  don’t  know  much  about. 

6485.  You  gave  evidence  in  connection  with  the  service  reservoir  ? — Yes. 

6486.  Do  you  happen  to  remember  the  cost  of  the  first  service  reservoir  ? — No. 

6487.  Would  you  accept  the  statement  tha*  it  cost  £2,000  ? — Oh,  certainly. 

6488.  And  do  you  know  its  capacity  ? — Something  like  210,000  gallons. 

6489.  Dr.  Gregory .]  And  cost  £2,000  ? — Yes. 

6490.  Mr.  Stewart.]  It  is  constructed  in  concrete  and  vaulted  over  with  concrete — 
constructed  as  a  service  reservoir  ought  to  be  constructed  ? — Yes. 

6491  Then  the  question  was  repeated  as  regards  the  cost  of  the  additional  service 
reservoir  ;  now  how  does  the  cost  of  the  additional  service  reservoir,  putting  in  every¬ 
thing,  compare  with  the  cost  of  the  first  service  reservoir  ?— Even  with  all  the  expense 
we  have  had  since  then  I  think  it  compares  all  right. 

6492.  Now  had  the  additional  service  reservoir  been  built  on  the  same  design  as 
the  first  one  it  would  have  cost  £18,000  instead  of  £13,000  ? — Yes. 

6493.  So  that  the  suggestion  that  the  first  reservoir  is  so  very  expensive  is  really 
all  bunkum  ? — Of  course  we  do  our  best  for  the  ratepayers,  and  as  long  as  we  oontinuo 
to  do  so  to  their  satisfaction  we  cannot  do  more. 

6494.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Wbat  is  the  capacity  of  the  second  service  reservoir  ? — 
Eighteen  hundred  thousand  gallons. 

6495.  And  it  cost  how  much? — £13,000.  I  must  say  if  we  had  to  build  that 
service  reservoir  to-day  we  would  not  build  it  for  the  same  money  as  it  cost  us. 

6496.  Mr.  Stewart.']  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  were  advised  to  build  it  differently 
to  what  it  is  built,  but  you  did  not  care  to  spend  the  money  ? — No,  we  would  not  have 
gone  to  the  extent  of  £18,000.  As  a  matter  of  fact  we  would  not  have  roofed  it  at  all 
but  we  were  afraid  that  some  soldiers  might  come  in  the  evening  and  have  a  plunge 
into  it,  and  so  we  put  on  a  cheap  roof. 

6497.  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  supply  of  water  in  some  parts  of  Wynberg  is  slightly 
deficient  in  summer  ? — Well,  it  was  not  in  the  beginning,  and  it  is  not  now,  but 
of  course  sometimes  the  water  runs  weaker,  because  for  instance  in  the  morning 
everyone  may  simultaneously  want  to  fill  his  bath,  and  you  cannot  expect  the  mains  to 
carry  it  all.  The  fact  is  that  our  ratepayers  have  been  spoilt  in  regard  to  their  water 
supply,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  the  men  in  all  the  other  Municipalities  say  they 
prefer  to  live  in  Wynberg. 

6498.  Have  you  studied  the  various  returns,  and  do  you  happen  to  remember 
what  the  additional  distribution  scheme  was  designed  to  supply  throughout  Wynberg  ? 
— I  don’t  know,  as  I  did  not  go  into  the  matter.  I  only  deal  with  practical  figures, 
but  I  take  no  interest  in  technical  figures. 

6499.  You  don’t  know  that  the  quantity  of  water  for  the  original  distribution  was 
160,000  gallons  per  day  ? — Yes,  but  then  additional  pipes  have  been  laid  down.  The 
old  main  was  a  6-inch  and  the  new  main  is  a  10-inch  main. 

6500.  Then  as  your  supply  increased,  you  had  to  increase  your  distributing  mains? 
—Yes. 

6501.  But  there  are  sections  where  distributing  pipes  have  not  been  laid,  I  mean 
to  meet  all  requirements  ? — Oh  yes. 

65  02.  You  lay  these  as  they  become  necessary  from  time  to  time  ? — Yes. 

6503.  Can  you  tell  us  shortly  the  mode  of  supply  to  the  ratepayers  of  Wynberg ; 
do  you  supply  by  the  dribble  system  ?—  No,  every  ratepayer  has  the  full  force  of  the 
water  from  the  mains,  and  of  course  if  everyone  draws  at  the  same  time  the  water  will 
run  a  little  slower.  We  have  a  system  which  is  different  from  other  Municipalities. 
When  a  request  comes  in  for  water,  then  we  base  the  supply  upon  the  value  of  the 
house.  If  the  house  is  of  a  value  up  to  £200,  then  we  charge  10s.  a  quarter,  and  Is. 
additional  per  £100,  after  that  according  to  the  value  up  to  £2,000. 

6504.  Could  you  put  in  a  copy  of  your  rules  and  regulations  ? — I  believe  a  copy 
has  been  put  in. 
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6505.  Tn  the  case  of  a  small  house,  I  understand  that  you  supply  direct  even 
without  a  profit  ? — Yes. 

6506.  But  in  case  of  a  large  house,  or  of  a  house  with  a  large  piece  of  ground,  you 
insist  on  a  meter  ? — Yes,  we  found  it  advisable  even  to  have  meters  to  every  house  in 
the  future  because  we  look  forward  to  the  drainage  scheme,  and  when  that  is  in  force 
we  thiuk  it  would  he  unwise  to  supply  the  water  without  a  meter,  because  it  might 
lead  to  unnecessary  waste. 

6507.  In  other  words,  you  consider  that  the  supply  by  meter  is  the  proper  system 
for  Wynberg  ? — The  only  correct  system. 

6508.  How  many  meters  have  you  in  use  altogether  ? — I  could  not  say. 

6509.  Could  you  supply  us  with  the  number  of  meters  ? — -Yes,  I  will  make  a  note 
of  it  and  have  it  supplied  to  the  Commission. 

6510.  Going  back  to  the  storage,  we  have  had  some  hearsay  statements  that  some  of 
the  springs  at  the  lower  part  of  the  mountain  have  been  increased  by  percolation  from  the 
Table  Mountain  reservoir;  and  statements  have  been  made  that  the  springs  below  the 
Wynberg  reservoirs  have  been  increased.  Are  you  aware  of  any  loss  of  water  from 
that  source? — From  our  Keservoir  ? 

6511.  Yes. — No.  And  we  could  not  have  gained  much  in  any  case.  If  the 
water  runs  away  on  the  mountain,  then  of  course  our  springs  would  increase. 

6512.  The  Orange  Kloof  springs  are  nearer  to  the  storage  reservoir  than  the  other 
springs  on  Table  Mountain  ? — Yes. 

6513.  And  assuming  that  there  has  been  some  leakage,  the  most  likely  spot  for 
that  leakage  to  appear  would  be  in  your  own  spring  ? — Yes. 

6514.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  has  been  none  ? — I  don’t  know  of  any. 

6515.  But,  to  put  it  mildly,  it  is  all  twaddle  that  it  has  increased  from  that 
source  ? — Well,  I  don’t  know  of  any  increase. 

6516.  Coming  to  the  question  of  cement :  you  have  stated  that  you  are  going  to 
put  in  full  details,  or  at  any  rate  you  have  given  the  Commission  full  power  to  do 
whatever  they  like  ? — Yes. 

6517.  From  my  point  of  view,  this  is  not  a  question  which  has  been  referred  to 
the  Commission  ;  it  is  simply  some  reckless  talk  by  both  sexes  of  the  people  ? — Well, 
what  I  did  not  like  was  the  way  it  was  put,  because  I  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
jobbery. 

6518.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  import  all  your  cement  for  your  works  ? — Yes. 

6519.  But  it  has  happened  now  and  then  that  through  your  cement  being  hung 
up  for  a  time  in  Table  Bay  and  elsewhere,  you  have  had  to  get  cement  from  Cape 
Town  ? — Oh,  yes,  we  have  bought  from  the  Cape  Town  Council,  but  never  from  local 

men. 

6520.  Why  is  it  that  you  buy  from  the  Cape  Town  Council  only  ? — Because  their 
cement  is  tested.  Our  first  reservoir  was  built  by  a  contractor  who  supplied  his  own 
cement,  and  we  see  the  difference  to-day ;  since  then  we  have  imported  our  own. 

6521.  Your  cement  is  made  specially  for  you  ? — Yes,  for  the  purpose. 

6522.  Then  you  approve  of  the  system  which  the  Council  has  followed  for  a 
number  of  years,  that  instead  of  buying  uncertain  cement  for  important  works,  like 
storage  reservoirs,  they  import  it  according  to  the’r  own  specifications,  and  sell  it  to  the 
contractor  or  give  it  to  him  ? — Yes,  it  is  beneficial  in  two  ways :  not  only  do  we  know 
that  we  have  good  cement,  but  we  also  know  that  the  contractor  has  to  put  in  the 
quantity  we  send  to  him.  Cement  cannot  be  done  away  with  on  Table  Mountain. 

6523.  On  no  occasion  has  Wynberg  bought  cement  from  a  private  firm  for  the  use 
of  their  reservoirs  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

6524.  Chairman."]  About  the  meter  rent  ;  if  you  look  at  Question  No.  6166,  you 
will  see  that  you  stated  there  that  the  charge  was  12s.,  and  in  Question  No.  6169,  you 
say  that  the  first  thing  you  did  when  you  got  iuto  the  Council  was  to  reduce  the  meter 
rent  from  6s.  to  3s, ;  there  seems  to  be  some  discrepancy  ? — The  3s.  is  the  charge  per 
quarter. 

6525.  Now  I  thiok  you  said  that  about  2^  million  gallons  of  water  was  running 
away  to  waste  from  Orange  Kloof  farm  that  might  be  utilised  ;  has  any  estimate  been 
supplied  to  you  of  what  the  cost  of  the  storage  works  would  be  for  that  water? — No, 
we  have  not  applied  for  it ;  we  have  had  it  before  the  Council,  but  we  saw  at  once  that 
it  was  such  a  huge  undertaking  that  we  could  not  go  any  further  into  it. 

6526.  Suppose  a  storage  reservoir  was  put  up  there  to  conserve  the  wator,  how  far 
would  it  be  from  Kalk  Bay  ? — I  don’t  know. 

6527.  Twenty  miles  ? — I  don’t  know. 

6528.  You  must  have  gone  over  that  part  ? — I  don’t  know  how  the  country  cuts 
that  way  ;  it  might  be  ten  or  twelve  or  fifteen  miles. 

6529.  But  you  don’t  think  it  would  exceed  fifteen  mdes  ? — No. 
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6530.  How  far  would  it  be  from  Simonstown  ? — That  could  be  arrived  at  by 
adding  the  difference  between  Kalk  Bay  and  Simonstown,  but  I  don’t  know  the 
distance  myself. 

6531.  Well,  here  is  water  running  to  waste,  and  there  are  the  towns  th  it  are  in 
want  of  water  ? — But  they  have  got  water  there. 

6532.  Excuse  me? — Well,  I  don’t  know;  I  don’t  think  it  would  be  wise  to 
supply  them  with  that  water. 

6533.  We  don’t  ask  a  question  as  to  wisdom ;  we  can  think  that  out  for  ourselves. 
We  want  to  know  the  distance  ? — Well,  about  15  or  20  miles. 

6534.  Dr.  Gregory .]  You  say  that  there  has  been  a  large  number  of  rainfail 
observations  taken  of  the  water  from  the  Orange  Kloof  farm  during  past  years  ? — Yes. 

6535.  Have  you  got  these  observations  available  ? — No ;  Mr.  Stewart  has  got 
them. 

6536.  Could  the  Commission  be  supplied  with  them  ? — We  will  ask  him  for  them. 

6537.  Are  they  the  property  of  the  Council  ? — -Oh  no,  we  never  paid  for  them. 
They  are  the  private  property  of  Mr.  Stewart. 

6538.  Then  you  say  that  as  a  result  of  these  rainfall  observations  2,500,000  gallons  of 
water  could  be  obtained  per  day  from  that  area ;  now,  is  that  the  average  that  you 
will  get  per  day  ? — Well,  as  I  said  before,  all  the  suburban  Municipalities  will  never 
use  as  much  water  in  winter  as  they  will  in  summer. 

6539.  Is  that  2,500,000  gallons  the  quantity  you  could  get  on  the  average, 
summer  and  winter  ? — So  the  Engineer  says. 

6540.  Then  what  is  the  lowest  that  you  will  get  ? — Nothing  in  summer. 

6541.  For  how  many  days  will  you  get  nothing? — It  varies  continually,  but  I 
think  on  the  average  for  100  days  we  would  get  nothing. 

6542.  What  capacity  would  your  reservoir  at  Orange  Kloof  have  to  be? — lam 
not  an  engineer;  that  is  not  my  business. 

6543.  I  understand  ;  all  you  at  present  know  is  that  you  could  get  a  supply  of  900 
million  gallons  a  year  ? — Yes,  I  should  say  so. 

6544.  But  the  number  of  days  for  which,  and  the  amount  which  you  would  have 
to  store  in  order  to  secure  that  supply,  you  don’t  know  ? — 'No. 

6545.  But  the  utilisation  of  this  water  really  depends  on  the  adoption  of  one  of 
two  things  :  either  pumping  or  the  construction  of  a  tunnel  ? — Yes. 

6546.  I  presume  that  pumping  cannot  be  considered  as  it  would  cost  too  much  ? — 
The  matter  is  this :  that  if  the  water  is  to  be  used  for  Wynberg  alone  we  will  have  no 
option  but  to  do  the  pumping,  because  it  would  not  do  for  us  alone  to  build  a  tunnel. 
Unless  we  had  a  scheme  by  which  we  could  sell  the  water  to  other  parties  we  could  not 
construct  a  tunnel  as  it  would  not  pay  the  interest. 

6547.  What  would  the  pumping  cost  approximately  ?  —I  don’t  know. 

6548.  What  would  the  tunnel  coat  approximately?  -  We  have  no  details.  It  was 
given  to  us  roughly  ;  but  we  saw  that  it  was  too  big  a  thing,  and  we  therefore  did  not 
entertain  it. 

6549.  Then  it  comes  down  to  this  that  your  Orange  Kloof  farm  is  not  of  much 
use  to  you  as  a  Municipality  unless  you  combine  with  some  other  looal  authority  in 
order  to  make  it  worth  while  to  spend  the  necessary  money  on  it  ?— Oh,  no  ;  it  is  worth 
a  lot  to  us,  because  we  could  pump  the  water  up,  but  of  course  we  could  not  make  it  as 
payable  a  concern  as  when  we  are  combined.  I  say  that  within  the  next  forty  years 
we  shall  require  every  drop  of  the  water  ourselves. 

6550.  But  in  order  to  make  use  of  it  the  same  expenditure  would  be  necessary  ? — 
Yes,  but  it  would  be  utilised  in  the  most  economical  way. 

6551.  Taking  the  figures  you  gave  us  in  regard  to  your  two  service  reservoirs  we 

find  that  the  first  one  of  210,000  gallons  capacity  runs  out  at  a  cost  of  about 
2-3  pence  per  gallon  capacity  and  your  second  one  at  a  cost  of  17  penny  per  gallon. 
Now,  as  a  general  rule  a  large  reservoir  costs  less  than  a  small  one  ? — You  base  your 
figures  on  our  service  reservoir  and  not  on  our  storage  reservoir.  You  cannot  do  that 
because - 

6552.  No,  but  allow  me  ;  a  comparison  was  drawn  just  now  between  the  cost  of 
your  first  and  your  second  reservoirs  ? — Oh  yes,  I  see  the  point ;  of  course  a  bigger  one 
is  always  cheaper,  but  we  don’t  look  to  that,  we  study  our  convenience. 

6553.  With  regard  to  that  cement,  I  undei’stand  distinctly  that  that  was  surplus 
cement,  not  damaged  cement  ? — That  is  so. 

6554.  Were  any  further  supplies  bought  after  selling  that? — Oh  ye»,  we  are 
always  getting  supplies  from  England. 

6555.  What  was  the  advantage  of  selling  this  ? — We  had  no  storage.  If  suddenly 
a  lot  of  cement  is  thrown  upon  you  and  you  have  no  storage  it  becomes  a  very 
expensive  thing. 
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6556.  Then  it  was  not  exactly  surplus  cement  ? — It  was  a  temporary  surplus. 

6557.  Then  was  the  question  of  the  advisability  of  retaining  this  cement  gone 
into  ? — It  was  considered  advisable  to  sell  it  because  we  could  always  replace  it  at  the 
same  cost,  and  the  resolution  of  the  Council  was  to  sell  it  at  c^st  price. 

6558.  Then  it  was  sold  in  order  to  save  storage  ? — Yes. 

6559.  Mr.  Lawrence .]  And  interest  ? — Yes. 

6560.  Chairman .]  Have  you  anything  further  to  say  about  the  Orange  Kloof 
water  conservancy,  except  that  you  would  be  strongly  opposed  to  a  proposal  to  share 
that  water,  which  is  now  ruuning  to  waste,  with  any  other  Municipality  ? — Well,  Mr. 
Chairman,  in  my  opinion,  if  you  will  give  me  permission  to  say  so,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  all  th-se  schemes  will  gradually  have  to  be  taken  up.  Ultimately  the  Steenbras 
scheme  or  Oliphants  Hoek  scheme  would  have  to  be  taken  up.  It  is  impossible  for 
Wynberg  or  any  of  these  other  one  scheme  to  supply  all  the  different  suburbs. 
My  idea  is  that  each  Municipality  should  develop  its  own  resources.  Let  Wynberg 
develop  its  resources  and  let  all  the  other  Municipalities  develop  their  resources, 
because  then  a  basis  could  be  arrived  at  as  to  what  it  cost  each  Municipality.  When 
that  is  done  I  consider  the  time  has  arrived  to  go  into  the  question  of  the  amalgamation 
of  the  supplies. 

6561.  But  the  point  is  this :  that  at  present  2^  million  gallons  of  water  are 
running  to  waste  which  can  be  stored  ? — But  we  will  have  to  sell  it. 

6562.  What  we  say  is  this :  here  is  a  large  supply  of  water  runuing  to  waste  at 
the  present  time,  and  it  will  take  a  long  time  before  your  Municipality  can  develop  so 
far  that  your  consumption  will  be  five  times  what  you  require  at  present? — Yes,  but 
we  will  require  it  afterwards. 

6563.  So  the  question  arises,  can  some  means  be  adop  ted  for  utilising  that  water  in 
the  near  future  ? — 1  really  do  not  see  how  the  Commission  is  to  arrive  at  an  equitable 
basis  when  there  is  no  idea  as  to  what  it  will  cost. 

6564.  We  have  to  look  for  a  future  source  of  supply  ? — I  don’t  blame  you,  but  I 
only  fight  my  own  bat  tie. 

6565.  Look  at  it  from  this  point  of  view :  the  Commission  has  to  report  to  His 
Excellency  the  Goveror  ou  sources  of  future  water  supply  for  the  Peniusula  ? — Quite  so. 

6566.  Now  we  find  that  here  is  a  possible  supply  of  2|  million  gallons  which  is 
running  to  waste  ? — Quite  so. 

6567.  For  what  reason  should  the  Commission  not  recommend  that  this  water 
should  be  utilised?—  Well,  you  may  use  it  if  you  will  undertake  to  give  it  back  to  u 
ultimately. 

6568.  We  are  willing  to  consider  all  that  ? — -If  you  use  it  temporarily,  we  will 
have  no  objection  ;  all  we  want  is  to  get  it  back  ultimately. 

6569.  Now  don’t  you  see  that  that  bears  very  much  on  the  question  of 
amalgamation  ? — Quite  so. 

6570.  Because  if  you  had  one  Municipal  Council  superintending  the  whole  of 
the  water  supply,  such  Council  will  naturally  see  that  anything  that  is  taken  away 
which  would  injure  Wynberg  was  given  back  to  it  ? — Well,  I  don’t  know. 

657 1 .  At  any  rate  there  is  the  broad  fact  that  a  very  large  quantity  of  water  is 
running  to  waste,  amounting  to  about  1,000  million  gallons  a  year,  and  Wynberg 
cannot  afford  to  construct  the  necessary  works  to  conserve  it,  while  the  other 
Municipalities  are  suffering  from  a  want  of  water  ? — But  we  can  pump  up  the  water. 

6572.  Dr.  Gregory.']  But  that  is  very  expensive? — It  is  only  a  matter  of  com¬ 
parative  expense.  If  the  Suburban  Municipal  Waterworks  can  pump  we  can  pump 
also.  We  will  see  that  we  can  meet  that  expenditure. 

6573.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Do  you  think  that  Wynberg  would  be  averse  to  bringing  in 
any  water  from  Orange  Kloof  for  the  temporary  supply  of  the  suburbs  ? — No,  I  don’t 
think  so. 

6574.  But  when  your  requirements,  including  those  of  Constantia,  became  so  great 
that  you  could  not  supply  it  to  the  other  suburbs  the  water  would  revert  baok  to  you  ? 
—Yes. 

6575.  And  by  that  time  the  other  Municipalities  might  have  completed  their  own 
schemes  ?  — That  is  a  feasible  proposal,  I  think.  We  only  want  to  keep  a  hand  on  our 
own  property,  but  we  will  have  no  objection  to  the  water  being  used  temporarily  for 
the  other  Municipalities  provided  we  are  paid  for  it.  We  have  no  desire  to  stand  in 
anybody's  way. 

6576.  Chairman.]  No  levels  have  been  taken,  and  you  could  not  give  us  any 
information  as  to  the  limits  of  supply  from  a  storage  reservoir  on  Orange  Kloof  farm  ? 
— All  our  reservoirs  are  very  much  higher  than  those  of  the  other  Municipalities,  and 
I  know  that  we  could  supply  all  the  suburbs.  From  the  second  one  on  our  own  farm 
wo  could  supply  all  the  other  Municipalities. 
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6577.  Have  you  got  any  statement  as  to  the  altitude  above  the  sea  level  of  suoh  a 
reservoir  iu  Orange  Kloof  farm  ? — The  one  intake  comes  to  that  high  reservoir  in 
Wynberg,  and  the  difference  between  that  intake  and  where  we  want  to  put  the  other 
reservoir  is  only  very  little. 

6578.  I  want  to  know  whether  any  observations  have  been  made  as  shewing  at 
what  altitude  above  sea  level  such  water  can  be  stored  on  the  Orange  Kloof  Farm  ? — 
Mr.  Stewart  has  that.  I  will  ask  him  and  hand  in  the  report. 

6579.  The  figures  have  been  determined  then  ? — Yes,  it  is  about  400  feet  above 
sea-level. 

6580.  Is  that  the  proposed  level  of  the  storage  reservoir  on  the  Orange  Kloof  farm 
which  is  to  hold  the  ten  hundred  million  gallons  which  are  running  to  waste  ? — Yes, 
between  350  to  400  feet  above  the  sea  level. 

6581.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  And  the  present  service  reservoir  is  ? — 390  feet. 

6582.  Chairman.]  To  reach  that  storage  reservoir,  which  is  to  be  350  feet  above 
sea  level,  has  the  water  to  be  pumped  ?— No,  it  would  run  in  by  gravitation  through  a 
tunnel  of  course. 

6583.  Mr.  Stewart.]  I  think  it  has  been  suggested  to  you  that  a  oareful  investiga¬ 
tion  should  be  made  of  the  site  of  the  whole  scheme  ? — Oh  yes,  the  whole  thing  would 
have  to  be  gone  into  ;  we  only  roughly  weut  into  it,  and  when  we  found  it  was  such  a 
huge  business,  we  dropped  it. 

6584.  Chairman.]  All  you  know  is  that  the  water  is  there  ? — Yes. 

6585.  Well,  now  on  the  subject  of  drainage  and  sanitary  system  :  With  regard  to 
your  stormwater  drainage,  are  you  troubled  with  that  j  ust  now  ? — Well,  we  are  so 
favourably  placed  that  I  am  getting  quite  ashamed  to  bring  up  all  our  natural  advan¬ 
tages,  hut  as  it  happens  we  have  a  running  river  through  our  Municipality,  which  takes 
away  all  the  stormwater  practically. 

6586.  What  is  the  name  of  the  river  F — It  is  not  really  a  river,  it  is  a  natural 
brook  which  rises  in  our  park. 

6587.  You  mean  that  that  was  the  natural  water  channel  formerly  ? — Oh  yes. 

6588.  Where  does  it  run  into  ? — Into  the  Diep  River. 

6589.  Is  it  kept  in  a  fairly  good  sanitary  condition  P — I  think  so. 

6590.  Does  the  Municipality  look  after  it  ? — Yes,  after  a  portion,  because  it  runs 
through  private  property,  as  for  instance,  it  runs  for  a  considerable  distance 
through  the  property  of  Mrs.  Farmer,  aud  she  will  not  allow  us  to  come  in  there. 

6591.  Does  it  run  along  any  streets,  or  do  streets  cross  it  ? — Oh,  yes,  iu  many 
places. 

6592.  Are  the  streets  bridged? — Oh,  yes,  mostly. 

6593.  It  is  not  used  for  the  purpose  of  a  sewer  at  the  present  time  or  as  a  channel 
for  sewage? — Oh,  no,  only  for  water.  Iu  former  years  the  water  was  used  by  the 
Military.  It  was  their  sole  supply  ;  and  now  we  have  laid  pipes,  and  we  draw  the 
water  for  watering  our  streets  and  so  on.  I  think  we  use  something  like  20,000 
gallons  a  day  from  there,  which  quantity  we  save  from  our  other  supply  in  summer. 

6594.  It  is  not  used  by  the  inhabitants  for  drinking  purposes  ? — No. 

6595.  Do  any  of  the  inhabitants  dip  water  from  it? — -Well, they  will, I  suppose, 
take  water  from  it. 

6596.  For  their  domestic  purposes',  I  mean  ? — Yes,  I  suppose  they  do,  but  I  have 
always  tried  to  bring  it  home  to  them  that  it  costs  them  more  to  fetch  this  water  from 
the  brook  than  it  would  cost  them  to  take  water  from  our  supply,  which  would  give 
them  taps  on  the  premises. 

6597.  But  certain  inhabitants  do  use  it  ? — There  might  be  some,  yes. 

6598.  Do  you  know  of  any  evil  effects  arising  from  that  ?— No. 

6599.  Would  it  not  be  more  subject  to  pollution  ? — We  would  not  allow  it  if  we 
an  help  it. 

6600.  But  can  you  help  it? — We  do  help  it,  and  have  helped  it. 

6601.  You  really  don’t  know  what  is  done  where  it  is  passing  over  private 
property  ? — If  we  find  any  pollution  we  have  full  power  to  stop  that  at  once. 

6602.  Yes,  but  you  say  you  have  not  access  to  this  channel  on  private  property  ? 
—If  we  find  it  out  we  will  soon  put  a  stop  to  it. 

6603.  What  means  have  you  to  find  it  out  ? — We  have  Inspectors  who  go  around. 

6604.  Has  the  water  of  this  stream  as  used  by  the  people  for  domestic  purposes  ever 
been  analysed  ? — Whenever  we  find  sickness  then  the  first  thing  we  enquire  into  is  where 
they  get  the  water  and  then  we  have  that  water  analyped.  In  one  or  two  cases  we 
found  people  taking  water  from  wells  and  we  were  forced  to  stop  them,  but  to  my 
knowledge  I  don’t  know  that  there  are  people  taking  water  from  the  brook,  because  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  in  summer  it  does  not  run — it  only  runs  in  winter — so  that  naturally 
no  one  would  look  to  it  for  their  water  supply. 
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6605.  Well  then,  at  the  present  time  what  system  of  sanitation  have  you  ? — Our  ’vuilmtr 

present  system  is  to  remove  it  in  pails.  ’  - 

6606.  You  have  the  collecting  system  ? — Yes,  and  the  Municipality  does  the  work  9tli  May,  1962. 
free  of  charge. 

6607.  You  mean  it  is  included  in  the  rate  ? — Yes,  and  the  whole  Municipality  is 
divided  into  sections. 

6608.  Have  you  a  contractor  for  the  purpose  ? — No  ;  our  own  people  do  the  work 
twice  a  week  ;  every  pail  has  to  be  cleaned  twice  a  week. 

6609.  How  many  houses  have  a  service  in  that  connection  ? — Every  house. 

6610.  Is  that  compulsory  ? — Oh,  yes. 

6611.  All  the  1,500  houses? — 2,400  houses;  the  1,500  houses  are  the  houses  con¬ 
nected  with  water  There  are  a  few  houses  still  to  be  brought  into  our  sanitary 
system.  They  have  the  cesspools  and  we  have  no  power  to  close  them,  but  we  can 
prevent  new  ones  being  constructed. 

6612.  How  is  it  that  you  have  no  power  to  close  them  ? — The  Act  has  not  given 
us  the  power.  We  could  prevent  new  ones  being  'put  in,  but  I  don’t  think  we  have 
any  power  to  close  those  which  are  in  use  ;  but  we  close  them  as  far  as  possible. 

6613.  And  the  owners  object  ? — Some  of  them  do,  yes. 

6614.  What,  does  this  cost  you  ? — About  £4,000. 

6615.  And  that  is  included  in  your  rate  ? — Yes. 

6616.  Do  you  provide  these  pails? — Yes. 

6617.  And  the  cost  of  that  is  also  included  ? — Oh,  yes,  everything,  we  don’t 
charge  a  penny.  I  must  say  it  was  formerly  so  that  a  charge  was  made,  but  I  was  a 
bit  of  a  revolutionary  character,  and  the  first  thing  I  did  was  to  introduce  the  system 
now  in  vogue.  Formerly  they  used  to  charge  the  people,  and  then  the  people  would 
wait  until  the  pails  ran  over  before  they  put  in  a  request  for  removal,  for  which  they 
had  to  pay  6d.  And  of  course  the  tax  falls  principally  on  the  bigger  owners,  and  I  got 
all  our  intelligent  ratepayers  to  take  the  view  that  we  would  rather  suffer  pecuniarily 
in  order  to  carry  that  through.  And  I  can  again  say  that  the  poor  people  do  not  even 
pay  for  their  sanitation. 

6618.  Have  you  attempted  any  dry  earth  system  ? — A  few  people  have  tried  it, 
but  it  gives  such  a  lot  of  trouble,  as  you  have  to  do  such  a  lot  of  carting  away. 

6619.  Do  you  allow  any  individual  householders  to  arrange  their  own  removals  ? 

— Oh,  yes. 

6620.  And  do  some  do  that? — Yes.  I  did  for  a  time  myself,  but  I  gave  it  up. 

6621.  Were  you  in  the  Council  in  1898  ? — Oh,  yes. 

6622.  Do  you  know  about  a  certain  Act  of  Parliament  that  was  passed- in  that 
year  making  provision  for  the  Municipality  of  Wynberg  to  borrow  a  sum  of  £60,000 
for  drainage  purposes? — Yes,  Act  No.  27  of  1898. 

6623.  How  much  of  that  money  has  been  used  ? — £17,000;  £7,000  we  paid  for 
the  purchase  of  the  farm  and  £10,000  we  spent  for  other  necessaries. 

6624.  Yon  bought  a  farm  ? — Yes,  land  for  the  septic  tank  system. 

6625.  Who  advised  you  ?— Oh,  Mr.  Stewart. 

6626.  Did  you  buy  the  land  in  consequence  of  advice  given  to  you  that  such 
land  was  available? — I  will  explain.  We  first  found  out  that  the  whole  area  at 
Princess  Vlei  was  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

6627.  Did  you  refer  the  question  to  Mr.  Stewart,  and  did  he  advise  you  to  buy  this 
place  ? — No,  but  he  said  in  a  general  way  that  the  whole  area  would  be  suitable. 

6628.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  We  would  like  to  get  at  the  beginning  of  this  matter;  did  it 
not  start  in  1882? — No,  that  was -another  scheme. 

6629.  Chairman."]  Did  the  Council  first  cast  their  eyes  upon  this  land,  or  did  Mr. 

Stewart  first  cast  his  expert  eye  upon  it  ? — Mr.  Stewart  did.  I  asked  him  to  recommend 
any  locality  which  would  be  suitable  for  our  purpose,  and  he  said  the  whole  land  near 
Princess  Vlei.  We  did  not  want  to  let  the  people  know  what  we  were  doing,  because 
then  they  would  have  charged  an  enormous  price,  so  I  quietly  got  the  refusal  from  all 
the  people  for  six  months  and  longer.  After  that  our  engineers  went  and  found  which 
land  was  most  suitable  for  the  purpose,  and  then  we  bought  that  land. 

6630.  What  is  the  extent  ? — About  7 0  acres. 

6631.  Did  you  buy  it  at  a  valuation,  or  was  it  by  arbitration? — No,  we  got  the 
option. 

6632.  The  Council  did  ? — I  went  personally  and  worked  through  agents  and  in 
all  kinds  of  ways. 

6633.  £7,000  for  70  acres ;  that  works  out  at  £100  per  acre  ? — Yes,  but  there  are 
houses  on  it. 

6634.  Are  the  houses  there  still  ?— Oh,  yes. 

6635.  And  are  they  going  to  remain  there  ? — Oh,  yes. 
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6636.  And  the  people  occupying  them  like  the  neighbourhood  ? — Oh,  }^es,  we  let 
them  to  the  people. 

6637.  Are  you  getting  rent  for  them  ? — Oh,  yes. 

6638.  And  is  it  your  view  that  these  people  should  remain  there  after  your  work 
is  finished  ? — Oh,  no,  but  our  workmen  will  go  there. 

6639.  The  idea  was  to  lay  out  70  acres  as  a  sewage  farm? — Yes. 

6640.  And  has  anything  been  done  ? — No. 

6641.  It  remains  iu  the  condition  in  which  it  was  when  you  took  it  over  ? — Yes. 

6642.  Are  the  pipes  being  laid  down  for  the  sewage  ? — Yes. 

6643.  How  many  miles  of  pipes  have  you  laid  ? — About  a  mile,  but  these  are 
enormous  big  pipes  weighing  about  a  ton  each. 

6644.  Are  they  stoneware  pipes? — No,  iron  pipes;  we  are  starting  from  the 
outfall. 

6645.  Is  the  sewage  simply  to  be  filtered  on  this  farm  ? — No,  it  is  the  proper 
septic  tank  system.  We  got  that  through  with  our  ratepayers.  If  you  wish  me  to 
start  the  thing  from  the  beginning  I  will  give  you  the  whole  explanation  if  you  have 
time. 

6646.  I  want  to  know  the  kind  of  disposal  ? — We  are  going  to  have  tanks. 

6647.  And  these  tanks  are  to  be  constructed  under  the  surveillance  of  an  engineer  ? 
— Oh,  yes. 

6648.  And  he  has  given  you  plans  for  those? — Yes,  seven  tanks. 

6649.  And  that  is  supposed  to  be  sufficient  for  your  population  of  15,000  ? — Oh,  yes. 

6650.  Are  they  not  constructed  for  a  larger  population  ? — I  think  we  can  easily 
lay  further  pipes  and  tanks. 

6651.  But  now  there  is  to  be  a  discharge  from  those  tanks,  the  water  and  effluent, 
must  get  away  ? — Yes. 

6652.  Where  will  that  get  to? — We  will  use  all  that  for  our  farm,  and  it  is  quite 

pure. 

6653.  And  eventually  it  finds  its  way  where  ? — Into  the  soil,  and  then  we  grow 
crops. 

6654.  It  will  not  go  far? — No,  there  is  too  much  sand;  it  will  sink  away. 

6655.  There  is  no  river  into  which  the  water  could  run  ? — There  is  a  vlei,  but  it 
will  not  reach  there.  I  bought  property  there  myself,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  never 
reach  there. 

6656.  Why  not  ? — Because  it  will  be  soaked  up  by  the  sand,  but  even  if  it  will 
reach  there  it  will  do  no  harm  as  we  find  it  is  perfectly  innocuous. 

6657.  That  is  exactly  the  point  you  are  working  up  to ;  and  you  propose  to  use  the 
effluent  for  the  farming  operations  ? — Yes. 

6658.  And  the  profits  will  go  to  the  Municipality  ? — Oh  yes,  but  the  Military  will 
get  a  share  of  the  profits.  They  have  agreed  to  join  us  and  to  pay  one-eighth  of  the 
expenditure. 

6659.  Has  the  Town  Council  a  report  of  the  Engineer  on  this  scheme  ? — Oh,  yes. 

6660.  Will  you  put  in  a  copy  of  it  ? — 1  applied  to  our  Secretary  for  a  copy,  but 
found  that  he  had  only  one  left,  and  he  said  he  could  not  part  with  that.  He  had 
several  in  hand,  but  foolishly  gave  them  all  away. 

6661.  We  should  like  to  have  a  copy  of  the  report  and  of  the  plans  attached  to 
your  scheme  shewing  how  it  is  to  be  worked  ? — Quite  so  ;  the  report  was  printed. 

6662.  Therefore  it  is  a  public  document  ?— Oh,  yes. 

6663.  Now,  what  is  to  be  the  estimated  cost  of  the  whole  ? — £60,000. 

6664.  And  what  will  you  get  for  that? — What  do  you  mean  ? 

6665.  What  extent  of  pipe  sewers  ? — All  that  part  of  Wynberg  that  has  been 
arranged  for. 

6666.  And  what  proportion  will  that  be  of  the  whole? — That  I  cannot  tell.  We 
would  not  take  in  all  those  parts  that  are  scattered  and  distant.  We  must  wait  until 
they  become  more  thickly  populated. 

6667.  You  cannot  say  how  much  of  Wynberg  will  be  served  ? — All  old  Wynberg, 
I  should  say — about  two-thirds,  leaving  Diep  River  and  that  part  out. 

6668.  And  then  what  is  to  be  done  as  far  as  sanitation  is  concerned  with  the  other 
part? — We  will  continue  our  pail  system  until  they  are  sufficiently  densely  populated 
to  be  connected. 

6669.  Then  the  people  that  will  be  sewered  will  have  to  pay  a  rate  P — No.  That 
was  the  very  reason  why  we  remove  all  the  pails  free  of  charge,  and  now  those  rate¬ 
payers  who  get  the  drainage  scheme  don’t  pay  because  those  who  have  the  pails  don’t 
pay.  They  are  all  placed  on  an  equal  footing.  It  will  be  immaterial  as  far  as  charge 
is  concerned  to  a  man  whether  he  sends  his  slop-water  and  sanitary  matter  away  by 
pail  or  pipe. 


6670.  But  the  water  he  will  use  for  flushing  purposes  he  will  have  to  pay  for  ? — 

Yes. 

6671.  Anri  as  far  as  you  know  the  cost  of  the  sewerage  scheme  will  be  equalised 
by  the  other  ? — Well,  for  the  sanitation  we  spend  £4,000.  On  the  sewage  scheme  the 
estimated  cost  will  be  £60,000.  The  interest  for  that  will  be  annually  £2,400 ;  con¬ 
sequently,  £1,-600  remain  over  to  be  used  either  for  the  pail  system  or  for  the  cost  of 
further  drainage. 

6672.  In  the  neighbourhood  where  you  will  lay  these  sewers  are  you  going  to 
compel  householders  to  connect  ? — Yes. 

6673.  In  terms  of  the  Act  ?  — Oh,  yes  ;  but  the  Act  gives  us  the  right  to  take  it  in 
portions ;  it  does  not  make  it  compulsory  for  us  to  lay  it  right  through. 

6674.  When  do  you  expect  this  scheme  will  be  in  working  order? — Within  2  or 
3  years,  I  hope. 

6675.  Dr.  Gregory .]  You  say  that  you  cannot  abolish  cesspools  in  your  area;  is 
it  not  the  oase  that  you  have  not  got  suitable  bye-laws  framed  for  the  purpose  ? — Yes. 

6676.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  can  frame  bye-laws  ? — When  we  get  the  drainage, 
then  of  course  we  can  force  them  to  join. 

6677.  But  you  have  the  power  to  abolish  cesspools  if  you  like  to  frame  regulations 
to  that  effect? — Yes,  we  have  really  to  frame  a  lot  of  regulations,  but  we  cannot  get 
our  Secretary  to  do  them,  and  I  am  afraid  we  shall  have  to  do  them  ourselves. 

6678.  Then  I  understand  that  there  are  two  schemes  of  drainage  which  have  been 
considered  by  the  Municipality ;  one  by  Mr.  Dunscombe  and  one  by  Mr.  Stewart  ? — 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  are  three  ;  first  there  was  Mr.  Pritchard,  then  there  was  Mr. 
Dunscombe.  They  were  employed  by  the  Government  to  give  general  ideas,  aud  they 
did  so. 

6679.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Pritchard’s  scheme,  what  did  that  consist  of? — I  don’t 
know  ;  I  think  he  wanted  to  can-y  the  sewage  to  the  sea. 

6680.  Have  you  any  reports  in  your  office? — I  think  they  were  furnished  to  the 
Government. 

6681.  Have  you  not  got  a  copy? — I  don’t  know. 

6682.  If  so,  have  you  any  objection  to  supply  it  ? — Oh,  no. 

6683.  When  was  Mr.  Dunscombe’s  report  elaborated  ? — About  1891.  I  remember 
it  because  at  that  time  Mr.  Bisset  was  the  Mayor  and  he  brought  it  before  the 
ratepayers. 

6684.  Was  the  scheme  for  Wynberg  Municipality  alone,  or  was  it  a  joint  scheme  ? 
— For  Wynberg  alone ;  and  the  outfall  was  provided  for  at  the  back  of  the  racecourse. 

6685.  How  did  the  Government  pay  Mr.  Dunscombe?  Did  not  the  Municipality 
pay  something  ? — I  don’t  know  ;  they  might  have  had  to  pay  it  back. 

6686.  Have  you  any  figures  and  report  relating  to  that  scheme  in  your  possession  ? 
— If  we  have  I  will  send  them  in. 

6687.  After  that  von  went  to  Mr.  Stewart  ?— No ;  the  ratepayers  in  1891  threw 
out  the  whole  thing.  I  felt  that  it  was  a  great  wrong  to  Wynberg,  and  I  meant  that 
we  should  gradually  prepare  ourselves  to  have  our  own  drainage  scheme.  At  that 
time  Diep  River  did  not  belong  to  Wynberg.  The  other  Municipalities  then  took  up 
the  idea  to  have  the  scheme,  aud  they  employed  Mr.  Olive,  I  think.  They  repeatedly 
asked  Wynberg  to  join,  but  Wynberg  did  not  at  first  feel  disposed  to  do  so.  After¬ 
wards,  however,  I  was  deputed  as  Mayor  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Mayors,  and  I 
found  that  they  had  the  whole  scheme  ready.  I  had  always  taken  a  keen  intorest  in 
the  water  question,  and  I  knew  all  the  details  of  the  suburban  water,  and  when  I  found 
them  ready  to  carry  out  the  drainage  scheme,  I  discovered  that  they  had  not  water 
enough  to  do  it,  and  I  told  them  so,  with  the  result  that  the  whole  thing  was  hung  up. 
After  that  Diep  River  and  all  that  portion  were  added  to  Wynberg,  and  then  it  boenme 
impossible  for  Wynberg  to  join  the  others,  because  the  portion  that  was  added  dips  in 
a  different  way,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  bring  the  sewage  from  there  into  the  other 
Municipalities.  Upon  that  we  decided  to  approach  Mr.  Stewart,  and  fortunately  his 
idea  was  the  septic  tank  system  which  I  had  in  view. 

6688.  Now  this  last  scheme  of  yours,  will  that  eventually  sewer  the  whole  of 
Wynberg  ? — Well,  it  is  so  arranged  that  it  can  be  added  to.  In  the  original  scheme 
provision  is  made  for  an  additional  main  to  be  laid  which  could  take  Diep  River  and 
those  parts  on  the  way  lower  down. 

6689.  But  now  what  about  the  portion  of  Wynberg  which  is  on  this  side  of  the 
Wynberg  Hill  ? — Every  bit  can  be  drained  that  way. 

6690.  Kenilworth  Road  ? — The  whole  of  Wynberg  can  be  drained  that  way.  In 
Claremont,  what  is  called  the  Paradise  Estate,  we  were  asked  to  allow  that  to  be  joined 
to  Wynberg  but  we  objected  simply  because  we  would  not  be  able  to  drain  it. 

6691.  And  the  whole  of  Wynberg  is  to  drain  into  Princess  Ylei  ? — Near  to  it. 
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66.02.  That  70  acres  that  you  bought,  how  far  is  that  from  Princess  Yloi  ? — It  goes 
right  up  to  Princess  Ylei,  in  fact  forms  a  portion  of  it. 

6693.  From  whom  was  that  purchased  ? — Mr.  Boroherds. 

6694.  They  are  selling  building  plots  all  around  there? — Yes,  the  piece  I  bought 
at  Zeekoe  Ylei  is  close  to  that.  We  had  the  option  of  this  Zeekoe  Ylei,  but  we  found 
that  the  ground  was  not  so  suitable. 

6695.  But  all  round  Princess  Vlei  the  property  belongs  to  the  same  owner  as 
Zeekoe  Ylei,  does  it  not  ? — Yes. 

6696.  It  is  all  intended  to  be  sold  ? — Yes. 

6697.  So  that  the  building  plots  will  come  right  up  to  your  70  acres? — Yes,  hut 

not  to  that  portion  where  the  septic  tanks  will  be.  I  might  say  that  the  Military  had  -* 

to  approve  of  this  scheme  and  they  were  very  particular.  They  agreed  to  con¬ 
tribute  on  the  distinct  understanding  that  we  should  have  the  septic  tank  system  and 
nothing  else.  Their  only  objection  was  that  we  bought  too  much  land.  They  held 
that  20  acres  were  quite  enough.  We  replied  that  we  thought  it  better  to  buy  the 
larger  area  and  that  if  necessary  we  could  dispose  of  part  of  it  and  we  would  in  that 
way  reimburse  them. 

6698.  Was  the  70  acres  selected  by  the  engineer  as  being  the  most  suitable 
portion  ? — Yes. 

6699.  And  you  had  the  option  of  it  ? — Yes,  and  of  several  other  places  too. 

6700.  Are  you  aware  of  what  has  been  paid  at  public  auction  for  plots  in  the 
Zeekoe  Ylei  estate  which  adjoins  your  sewage  farm  ? — Yes,  I  bought  some  myself. 

6701.  You  did  not  pay  £100  an  acre  for  that  ? — I  paid  £50  per  acre.  Our  ground 
is  more  valuable  than  the  Zeekoe  Ylei  ground. 

6702.  What  portion  of  the  £7,000  was  paid  for  the  buildings? — Well,  we  had 
the  option  from  the  different  owners  and  we  had  to  buy  from  the,m  the  ground  including 
the  buildings.  I  saw  about  it  myself  personally,  and  for  that  portion  I  am  prepared 
to-day  to  pay  50  per  cent,  more  myself  than  we  paid  for  it. 

6703.  I  only  ask  that  question  because  I  know  that  Zeekoe  Vlei  land  has  been 
sold  at  prices  under  £50. — Yes,  but  that  is  miserable  land. 

6704.  What  is  the  name  of  the  system  that  is  to  be  adopted  there  ?— Septic  tank 
system. 

6705.  By  septic  tank,  do  you  include  all  bacteriological  systems  ? — Well,  I  am  not 
sufficiently  up  in  those  matters  to  answer  such  a  question. 

6706.  There  are  a  number  of  different  kinds  of  systems? — Yes,  I  know  ;  there  is 
the  Cameron  system  and  there  is  the  Scott  Moncrieff. 

6707.  Chairman .]  We  will  see  that  from  the  report,  I  suppose  ? — No,  it  was  left 
an  open  question.  You  must  bear  in  mind  that  it  was  in  1898,  and  we  did  not  wish 
to  tie  ourselves  down  at  the  time.  We  wanted  to  gain  all  the  experience  of  what  was 
being  done  in  England,  and  for  that  reason  Mr.  Stewart,  who  has  been  repeatedly  to 
England,  has  gone  very  carefully  into  the  matter.  We  wanted  to  have  the  very  best 
system  th  t  could  be  carried  through. 

6708.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Then  I  understand  that  you  have  not  decided  on  any 
system  ? — Particularly  on  the  septic  tank  system ;  but  whether  it  is  to  be  Cameron’s  or 
some  other  man’s  I  don’t  know  ;  at  any  rate  we  trust  to  our  engineer  for  that. 

6709.  But  it  may  make  a  great  difference  in  the  results  and  the  expense  as  to 
what  system  is  adopted  ? — I  don’t  think  so.  I  don’t  know  that  there  would  be  such 
a  difference. 

6710.  You  say  you  have  seven  tanks? — Yes. 

6711  How  is  it  that  you  have  so  many  tanks  if  you  don’t  know  what  system  you 
are  going  to  adopt? — Well,  I  suppose  it  has  been  adopted.  But  of  course  you  must 
not  forget  that  the  tanks  must  be  used  for  every  one  of  those  systems. 

6712.  Have  you  had  any  report  later  than  1898  ? — We  did  not  ask  for  one. 

What  good  would  it  be  to  us  ?  We  do  not  understand  the  thing. 

6713.  Chairman.']  But  that  was  four  years  ago  ? — Yes,  but  we  had  our  favourable 
experience  about  our  waterworks,  so  we  trusted  Mr.  Stewart  to  make  a  success  of  this 
business  also.  He  would  lose  his  reputation  if  he  did  not. 

6714.  Since  1898  many  alterations  have  been  made? — Therefore  Mr.  Stewart  has 
only  decided  the  thing  since  he  came  back  from  England. 

6715.  Then  the  report  is  not  a  1898  report  ? — No,  we  left  it  open  then. 

6716.  Dr.  Gregory.]  But  you  have  no  report  from  Mr.  Stewart  since  1898  ? — No, 
we  have  not  asked  for  it. 

6717.  As  a  Council  you  are  content  to  appoint  an  engineer,  and  let  him  do  as  he 
likes  ?— Yes,  we  don’t  understand  these  things. 

6718.  Chairman.]  Will  you  ask  your  engineer  for  a  report  up  to  date  of  what  is 
proposed  to  be  done  there  ? — Yes. 
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6719.  Dr.  Gregory .]  The  cost  of  this  scheme  is  estimated  at  £60,000  ? — Yes. 

6720.  And  you  have  authority  to  raise  a  loan  for  that  ? — Yes,  the  Military  will 
pay  one- eighth  of  it. 

6721.  And  you  have  already  started  laying  out  the  work  ? — The  pipes. 

6722.  And  you  have  laid  about  a  mile  of  the  outfall  pipes  ? — Yes. 

6723.  As  you  have  laid  your  outfall  pipes  I  presume  that  whatever  system  is 
finally  to  be  adopted  the  site  is  fixed  ? — Yes,  the  site  has  been  fixed. 

6724.  Is  it  a  fact  that  contracts  have  been  entered  into  for  the  carrying  out  of 
this  work  ? — Yes,  and  the  contractor  is  laying  those  pipes. 

6725.  To  what  extent  have  you  entered  into  those  contracts? — Only  for  the  one 
section — the  lower  portion. 

6726.  Those  pipes  are  they  being  laid  within  the  Municipality  at  the  present 
time? — Oh  yes,  the  Municipality  borders  on  the  ground  that  we  bought. 

6727.  This  farm  is  outside  the  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

6728.  Have  you  laid  any  pipes  on  that  farm  yet  ? — I  could  not  tell,  but  I  don’t 
think  so. 

6729.  You  then  have  not  gone  outside  the  Municipality  ? — Not  as  yet. 

6730.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Management  Act,  it  is  necessary 
before  a  Council  could  undertake  a  sewerage  scheme  to  obtain  the  permission  of  the 
Minister  in  charge  ? — Yes. 

6731.  Has  he  given  you  his  consent  for  that  yet  ? — As  far  as  I  know  he  has  never 
objected.  I  saw  Mr.  Q-raham  myself  and  he  knows  what  we  are  doing  ;  besides  he  is  a 
Wynberg  ratepayer  himself. 

6752.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  are  not  aware  that  the  Government  has  given 
consent  ? — I  am  not  aware  that  they  have  written  us  a  formal  letter. 

6733.  Chairman .]  But  have  you  sent  the  plans  and  papers  to  the  Minister? — Oh, 

yes. 

6734.  Dr.  Gregory.^  Is  it  also  a  fact  that,  under  the  provisions  of  the  same  Act, 
if  you  are  undertaking  a  scheme  outside  the  limits  of  the  Municipality  and  any  objec¬ 
tion  is  lodged  thereto  by  any  person  interested,  you  cannot  pursue  the  scheme  outside 
the  Municipality  without  getting  the  permission  of  Government  ? — But  it  is  our  own 
private  property,  which  abuts  on  the  Wynberg  Municipality.  There  was  an  objection 
lodged  by  one  man  but  we  have  settled  that  by  buying  him  out. 

6735.  Could  you  give  the  date  when  you  applied  for  the  sanction  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  ? — I  will  get  it. 

6736.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  this  objection  was  lodged  shortly  before  this  Commission 
sat  ? — Oh  yes,  but  we  oould  not  hang  up  the  whole  scheme  pending  the  decision  of  this 
Commission. 

6737.  Mr.  Lawrence. What  Commission  ? — This  present  Commission  before 
which  I  am  giving  evidence  now.  And  as  far  as  I  understand  it,  the  Commission  had 
only  to  go  into  the  question  raised  by  this  man  as  to  whether  the  pipes  should  be  laid 
through  his  property  or  not.  We  could  not  wait  and  therefore  we  bought  the  place 
for  £900. 

6738.  But  still  the  Government  reserved  its  consent  owing  to  the  fact  that  this 
Commission  was  sitting  ? — Only  in  regard  to  the  condition  as  to  whether  we  should  go 
over  that  man’s  property  or  not.  It  did  not  affect  the  whole  scheme  but  simply  as  to 
whether  we  could  force  that  man  or  not,  and  we  could  not  hold  the  thing  over  for  that. 

6739.  It  is  a  fact  then  that  you  are  undertaking  a  very  costly  scheme  which 
depends  on  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  treatment  of  the  sewage  which  may  or  may 
not  be  a  success  ? — I  beg  your  pardon  ;  every  town  in  England  has  taken  it  up  and  it 
has  been  a  success. 

6740.  Are  you  aware  that  there  has  been  a  Royal  Commission  in  England 
sitting  for  some  time  to  decide  what  is  the  best  way  of  disposing  of  sewage  ? — Yes, 
but  they  have  all  come  to  the  decision  that  bacteriological  treatment  is  the  best,  and 
the  further  question  is  only  as  to  the  minor  details. 

6741.  Then  if  I  tell  yon  that  they  have  not  definitely  accepted  that  and  have  not 
yet  finally  reported  you  would  consider  the  statement  incorrect  ? — From  all  practical 
experience  and  from  everything  that  has  come  forward,  the  big  towns  everywhere 
have  abolished  the  old  systems  and  have  adopted  this  bacteriological  treatment.  And 
as  regards  the  costly  part  of  the  business,  the  cost  is  really  in  the  pipes  and  the 
few  tanks  cost  next  to  nothing.  The  pipes  you  must  have  in  an^  case.  If  it  is  found 
that  the  thing  does  not  work,  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  pull  up  these  tanks,  but  the  pipes 
we  must  have.  I  think  the  Government  would  be  very  much  remiss  in  their  duty 
if  they  stood  in  our  way.  If  we  don’t  do  our  duty  they  sit  on  us  and  if  we  do 
our  duty  they  sit  on  us  all  the  same. 

6742.  You  say  that  you  have  asked  the  sanction  of  the  Government  to  a  system, 
but  you  are  not  aware  what  the  system  is  yourself  ? — What  we  have  asked  is  the  con- 
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seat  of  the  Government  to  the  bacteriological  treatment,  and  if  the  Government  would 
wish  us  to  have  a  particular  branch  of  that  treatment  which  they  could  point  out  it  will 
be  very  advantageous.  I  don’t  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  and  we  would  be 
quite  walling  to  listen,  but  instead  of  being  assisted  we  are  obstructed,  it  seems. 

6743.  But  when  Government  says,  “We  should  like  this  Commission  to  consider 
the  matter,”  then  you  say,  “  No  we  will  buy  that  ground  ”  ? — No,  Government  did  not 
say  that  we  should  hang  up  our  scheme.  They  only  said  we  could  not  get  the  right 
over  that  small  portion  and  that  this  Commission  would  have  to  decide  that. 

6744.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  only  thiug  this  Commission  had  to  decide  in 
connection  with  that  matter  was  the  question  of  what  line  the  pipes  should  take  and  not 
the  whole  system  ? — Yes,  that  is  what  we  took  it  to  mean.  Government  had  all  the 
time  to  object  if  they  wanted  to,  and  surely  they  will  not  come  and  stop  us  at  the  last 
minute  when  all  our  contracts  are  out. 

6745.  Chairman .]  Would  not  the  deliverance  by  the  Government  on  that  one  point 
imply  deliverance  by  the  Government  on  the  whole  thing? — We  are  not  taking  it  that 
way.  Do  you  think  it  is  just  after  we  entered  into  contracts,  then  for  the  Government 
to  come  in  at  the  last  minute  and  tell  us  to  hang  up  the  work  ?  We  are  only  laying 
the  pipes,  and  we  are  not  going  into  the  system,  fs  it  a  crime  to  lay  pipes  for  an 
ultimate  scheme  that  is  necessary  ? 

6746.  That  is  hardly  the  point :  to  use  an  analogy,  the  same  difference  arose  with 
the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  scheme  ;  the  Board  there  asked  consent  to  pay  interest  on  certain 
debentures,  and  the  law  advisers  of  the  Crown  held  that  the  Minister  could  not  give 
consent  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  these  debentures  without  committing  himself 
to  the  whole  scheme  of  water  for  the  supply  to  Woodstock  ? — That  is  a  different  matter. 

6747.  Now  a  similar  question  arises,  and  in  the  same  way  with  you ;  and  the 
Government  might  be  in  a  difficult  position,  seeing  that  if  they  gave  consent  to  your 
passing  over  that  farm,  they  may  thereby  be  committing  themselves  to  the  whole 
scheme  of  sewerage  with  the  details  of  which  they  are  not  acquainted? — Well,  but  now 
suppose  that  we  had  paid  for  that  portion  from  the  beginning  as  we  have  done  since, 
that  point  would  never  have  cropped  up,  and  would  never  have  been  before  you. 

6748.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Do  you  remember  when  the  plans  were  first  submitted  to 

the  Government  ? — It  was  given  us  by  Parliament.  The - 

6749.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  plans  were  submitted  more  than  18  months  ago  ? — 
I  will  find  out. 

6750.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  Dr.  Simpson  was  here,  the  plans  had  been  sent 
in  ? — Dr.  Simpson  was  here  already. 

6751.  And  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  Government  kept  the  plans  for  three  or  four 
months  and  then  wrote  a  letter  apologising  for  delaying  them  so  long  ? — Yes. 

6752.  Will  you  let  us  have  that  letter  ? — Oh,  yes. 

6753.  You  have  had  some  experience  of  contracts  in  Wynberg,  have  you  not? — 
Rather. 

6754.  You  know  what  happens  when  the  Council,  through  any  default,  don’t 
supply  the  contractors  with  all  materials  or  don’t  give  them  access  to  the  ground  ? — 
Yes,  I  know  we  have  to  pay  very  heavily. 

6755.  And  in  this  case,  if  you  had  not  secured  this  farm  from  Mr.  Carnatz  you 
would  have  had  to  delay  the  contractor,  and  it  would  have  landed  you  in  difficulties  ? — 
Yes,  and  in  no  end  of  expense. 

6756.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Practically  you  are  laying  your  pipes  right  down  to  Princess 
Ylei  ? — No,  a  long  distance  from  there. 

6757.  How  far  ? — A  very  long  distance,  and  it  is  very  sandy  soil.  I  will  put  in 
the  plans. 

6758.  Chairman.']  Could  we  get  them  soon  ? — We  will  hurry  them  up  as  soon  as 
we  can. 

6759.  Mr.  Gurney .]  When  the  meeting  was  held  in  1898,  tne  ratepayers  ulti¬ 
mately  approved  of  the  loan  of  £60,000  for  the  purposes  of  drainage  ? — Yes. 

6760.  I  take  it  that  only  a  tentative  scheme  had  been  submitted  to  you? — Yes. 

6761.  At  that  time  it  was  understood  that  the  Military  had  promised  to  pay  one- 

sixth.  ? _ Ygs 

6762.  Amounting  to  £10,000  ? — Yes. 

6763.  That  was  supposed  to  be  additional?—  Yes,  in  addition  to  the  £60,000. 

6764.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  have  now  only  given  one-eighth? — Yes  The 
Military  agreed  to  pay  one-sixth  on  the  basis  of  population,  but  as  the  matter  was  so 
long  delayed  they  afterwards  raised  the  question  that  whereas  Wynberg  was  increasing 
the  Military  would  decrease,  because  they  had  received  orders  that  they  are  not  to  have 
more  than  1,500  men  at  Wynberg,  and  that,  therefore,  the  whole  basis  had  been  shifted, 
and  we  worked  it  accordingly.  In  fact,  we  went  so  far  as  to  undertake  that  if  the 
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Military  left  Wynberg  altogether  we  would  take  over  any  works  that  they  might 
have,  and  those  are  the  reasons  why  they  are  paying  one-eighth  instead  of  one-sixth. 

6765.  At  that  time  I  remember  you  stated  at  the  meeting,  in  your  position  as 
Mayor,  that  the  scheme  was  based  on  a  population  of  12,000  ? — I  don’t  know. 

6766.  But  now,  have  you  gone  on  making  your  final  arrangements  without  con¬ 
sidering  the  increase  of  the  population  ? — We  are  not  taking  in  the  whole  thing 
at  once.  We  have  now  1,500  houses  that  have  the  water. 

6767.  You  are  taking  very  little  of  Wynberg  in,  are  you  not?  You  say  two- 
thirds,  but  nothing  like  two-thirds  of  Wynberg  ? — 1  say  two-thirds  of  the’  houses.  I 
don’t  go  by  the  waste  land,  only  by  the  houses. 

6768.  In  this  £60,000,  have  you  included  the  laying  down  of  pipes  in  the  side 
roads  ? — All  included. 

6769.  And  I  believe  it  was  proposed  to  assist  the  ratepayers  by  making  connec¬ 
tions  for  them  and  advancing  them  the  money,  winch  was  afterwards  to  be  collected  by 
instalments  ? — Yes. 

6770.  Have  you  any  idea  that  that  will  mean  another  £20,000  or  £30,000  ? — We 
have  not  got  that  right  yet.  We  must  get  permission  from  Parliament;  the  promise 
was  made  subject  to  the  confirmation  by  Parliament. 

6771.  Did  not  the  ratepayers  at  that  meeting  represent  that  a  great  many  of 
the  people  would  find  themselves  in  a  financial  position  to  connect,  and  that  there¬ 
fore  it  would  be  absolutely  cruel  when  they  were  unable  to  pay  for  the  connection,  that 
it  should  be  forced  upon  them,  and  therefore  their  consent  to  the  loan  of  £60,000  was 
conditional  upon  that  promise  ? — No,  there  were  very  few  who  raised  that  objection, 
and  I  know  the  party  who  is  working  in  that  direction.  He  is  a  former  Councillor  ; 
but  I  feel  so  strongly  that  Parliament  will  give  us  the  power  that  I  do  not  pay  much 
heed  to  it,  and  besides  in  the  meantime  we  can  afford  to  help  these  people,  as  we 
have  money  in  hand. 

6772.  You  spoke  of  the  purchase  of  70  acres  of  ground  at  Princess  Ylei  ? — Yes. 

6773.  But  you  have  made  other  purchases  besides  ? — No. 

6774.  Only  that  one  farm  ? — Oh  no,  we  bought  a  whole  conglomeration  of  farms. 

6775.  But  are  these  the  farms  which  were  originally  contemplated  in  1898  ? — 
We  simply  held  the  refusal  in  1898.  I  could  not  employ  an  engineer  and  let  him  find 
out  which  was  the  most  suitable  site  until  the  ratepayers  were  satisfied  that  we  could 
do  it.  When  the  ratepayers  had  consented  to  the  scheme  we  sent  an  engineer  and  he 
gave  us  the  most  suitable  site  on  the  Zeekoe  Ylei  Estate,  as  well  as  the  most  suitable 
farms  on  the  other  portion,  and  we  had  the  option  of  taking  either  of  the  two. 

6776.  But  you  bonght  some  of  the  Zeekoe  Ylei  Estate  too  ? — No. 

6777.  Well,  then,  is  not  the  effluent  supposed  to  run  into  Princess  Vlei  ? — No 
effluent  will  reach  Princess  Ylei. 

6778.  Is  not  a  large  portion  of  the  stormwater  from  Wynberg  to  run  down  thosa 
drains  ? — They  may  not  be  connected  but  all  the  muck  from  the  backyards  goes  into 
Princess  Ylei  at  the  present  time,  and  that  will  not  be  if  they  are  connected. 

6779.  Then  I  think  the  scheme  was  a  tentative  one  when  you  asked  permission  to 
raise  a  loan  of  £60,000  ;  now  have  you  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  going  to  be  completed 
for  that  sum  ? — I  think  so. 

6780.  But  do  the  plans  that  you  have  received  deal  with  that  ? — Yes,  the  first 
portion  comes  out  very  favourably  in  comparison  to  the  whole  scheme. 

6781.  There  has  not  been  such  a  thing  contemplated  then  as  carrying  the 
drainage  on  to  False  Bay  ? — No,  we  could  not,  and  why  should  we  ? 

6782.  Supposing  there  was  any  difficulty  such  as  you  spoke  of  just  now  with  these 
septic  tanks,  owing  to  their  not  answering  the  purpose  as  well  as  anticipated,  then 
would  you  not  be  obliged  to  drain  into  False  Bay  ? — I  don’t  think  there  will  be  any 
trouble  about  the  septic  tank  ;  no  end  of  people  have  started  it.  The  late  Mr.  Rhodes 
had  it  and  Mr.  Marais  of  Wynberg  has  adoped  it  on  my  advioe. 

6783.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  That  is  the  Scott  Moncrieff  system,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

6784.  That  is  quite  different  ? — No,  I  don’t  think  so. 

6785.  But  the  septic  tank  system  is  something  different  ? — Yes,  it  deals  in  a 
different  way,  but  after  all  nature  does  the  work  :  it  does  not  matter  in  what  way  it  is 
done. 

6786.  But  it  really  depends  on  the  kind  of  system  ? — Yes ;  if  we  set  about  it 
properly,  nature  will  help  us  over  the  difficulty. 

6787.  Mr.  Gurney .]  I  suppose  the  engineer  will  have  given  you  an  opinion  as 
to  whether  your  present  water  supply  will  suffice  for  the  drainage  scheme  ? — Yes,  we 
know  that  30  gallons  per  head  of  the  population  will  be  the  supply,  and  in  a  drainage 
scheme  that  is  all  that  is  required ;  but  I  may  say  that  we  are  prepared  to  add  to  our 
supply,  as  we  have  the  water,  and  we  only  want  more  works. 
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67S8.  But  is  there  not  a  great  expense  entailed? — We  get  paid  for  the  water  and 
we  cannot  be  the  loser  on  that. 

6789.  Mr.  Stewart. ]  You  know  by  your  own  observation  that  from  the  surface  V 

a  large  proportion  of  drainage  finds  its  way  into  Princess  Vlei  in  the  winter  time  ? — 

Oh,  yes. 

6790.  And  none  of  that  undergoes  any  process  of  purification  ? — Well,  to  a  certain 
extent,  Nature  carries  on  its  own  bacteriological  treatment  itself. 

6791.  In  the  drainage  scheme  for  Wynberg,  is  it  not  the  case  that  the  sewage  is 
put  through  the  process  of  purification  by  the  septic  tank  system,  and  that  after  passing 
through  filtering  beds  the  water  may  find  its  way  into  Princess  Ylei  ? — Of  course  if  it 
can  percolate  through  the  sand,  but  I  think  the  sand  would  soak  it  all  up. 

6792.  Do  you  remember  receiving  a  letter  from  a  firm  of  sanitary  engineers  in  * 
England, — who  were  apparently  not  very  busy  at  the  time, — recommending  Wynberg 

to  dispense  with  the  septic  tank  system  and  allow  the  sewage  to  be  treated  on  the  sand 
instead  ? — Yes,  they  said  it  was  unnecessary  expense,  because  the  nature  of  the  soil  was 
so  favourable  there  that  we  could  throw  the  sewage  in  a  crude  state  over  it. 

6793.  That  firm  had  never  seen  the  ground? — Yes,  I  think  they  had  a  local 
representative  here,  and  long  letters  appeared  in  the  “  Wynberg  Times/'’  but  we  wanted 
the  thing  properly  done. 

6794.  Chairman.']  Was  that  a  firm  of  engineers  ? — Yes. 

6795.  Would  you  put  in  that  correspondence  ? — Yes. 
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Mr.  W.  Runciman,  M.L.A.,  examined. 

6796.  Chairman.)  Just  a  question  or  two,  Mr.  Runciman,  with  regard  to  proposed 
water  supply  for  Simonstown.  We  have  had  the  Mayor  as  witness,  who  put  a  some¬ 
what  different  complexion  on  the  matter  of  the  possibility  of  getting  water  from  N  oord 
Hoek.  (The  Chairman  here  read  the  evidence  on  the  point,  beginning  at  Question 
5963.)  It  would  seem  from  this  evidence  that  the  Noord  Hoek  water  supply  would 
not  be  available  for  Simonstown,  for  it  looks  as  if  the  Municipality  of  Kalk  Bay  had 
forestalled  Simonstown  ? — I  think  that  the  latter  part  of  the  Town  Clerk’s  evidence 
will  sum  up  the  whole  thing.  He  said  that  he  went  to  Muizenberg  and  made  inquiries 
from  the  Town  Clerk,  and  got  the  reply  that  his  Council  had  acquired  the  rights  and 
had  done  nothing  further.  They  want  to  put  a  little  more  energy  into  the  matter,  and 
then  they  would  find  things  would  go  all  right. 

6797.  It  is  not  within  your  knowledge  that  the  Kalk  Bay  Municipality  have 
obtained  those  rights  ? — There  are  difficulties  in  Simonstown’s  way,  but  I  take  it  that 
they  are  slight  and  may  be  overcome  if  our  people  would  put  some  energy  into  the 
business.  They  seem  to  have  lost  all  energy  in  the  matter.  If  they  went  into  it  with 
the  heart  and  spirit  which  it  deserves,  difficulties  would  be  overcome.  I  have  made 
inquiries  and  find  that  the  real  state  of  the  case  is  different  to  what  has  been 
stated  to  the  Commission.  The  information  which  I  have  received  was  given  me  by  a 
member  of  the  Kalk  Bay  Council,  and  he  said  there  are  no  title  deeds  giving  to  the 
Municipality  the  rights  which  Simonstown  say  that  Kalk  Bay  have  got.  The  title 
deeds  are  perfectly  clear. 

6798.  Then,  in  your  opinion,  the  matter  is  still  open  ? — -Yes,  it  is  still  open. 

6799.  How  far  is  Simonstown  from  Orange  Kloof  farm  near  Wynberg  ? — I  think 
about  20  miles. 

6800.  And  how  far  is  Simonstown  from  the  Noord  Hoek  supply  ? — Perhaps  12  or 
15  miles. 
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6801.  Would  the  water  from  Orange  Kloof  farm  come  past  Kalk  Bay  reservoir  on 
its  way  to  Simonstown  ? — It  would  go  through  Kalk  Bay. 

6802.  It  is  about  10  miles  from  Noord  Hoek  to  Simonstown  ? — Yes. 

6803.  The  great  advantage  you  claim  for  this  scheme  of  taking  water  from  Noord 
Hoek  is  that  no  reservoir  would  be  required  at  the  present  time  ? — That  is  so. 

6804.  Mr.  Lawrence.~\  Do  you  know  of  any  other  source  of  water  supply — not 
necessarily  for  Simonstown — but  for  the  whole  Peninsula  ? — I  went  to  view  the 
Oliphant’s  Hoek  water  supply  on  the  occasion  that  the  Woodstook  Municipality  made 
an  inspection  of  it. 

6805.  Can  you  give  us  any  opinion  of  that  as  a  source  of  water  supply  for  the 
Peninsula  ? — With  regard  to  quantity  I  cannot  speak  personally,  but  I  think  it  was 
ascertained  at  the  time  of  this  inspection.  As  for  the  quality  of  the  water  it  seemed  to 
me  that  nothing  could  be  better.  It  seemed  excellent,  pure,  clean  water. 

6806.  How  was  the  quantity  ascertained? — By  measurement.  Thej1,  had  some 
electrical  apparatus,  and  were  measuring  the  flow  with  it. 

6807.  You  could  not  give  us  your  own  idea  as  to  the  quantity  of  the  water  ? — No. 

6808.  But  you  think  that  as  regards  quality  it  was  excellent  ? — It  was  very  good 
indeed. 

6809.  With  regard  to  the  Steenbras  scheme;  did  you  go  with  the  picnic  to  view 
that  ? — I  did  not. 

6810.  You  do  not  know  of  any  other  sources  of  water  supply  for  the  Peninsula? 
— I  do  not. 

6811.  Chairman .]  When  you  left  us  on  the  last  occasion  of  your  giving  evidence 
we  were  on  the  subject  of  the  Divisional  Council  and  the  possibilities  of  reforming  it. 
I  believe  I  read  to  you  the  resolution  come  to  at  a  Conference  between  delegates  of 
certain  Municipalities  on  the  subject  of  their  relations  with  the  Divisional  Council  ? — 
Yes. 

6812.  I  do  not  think  you  were  present  at  that  Conference  ? — No. 

6813.  One  of  the  items  of  the  resolution  was  that  special  provision  ought  to  be 
made  for  Kalk  Bay,  Simonstown,  Maitland  and  Durbanville  ? — Yes,  I  believe  so. 

6814.  Are  you  aware  of  what  that  special  provision  was  to  be? — I  do  not 
know  what  special  provision  there  was  in  their  minds,  but  I  know  the  reason  why 
special  consideration  should  be  given  to  those  places. 

6815.  Will  you  please  tell  us  ? — There  is  a  very  large  extent  of  Divisional  Council 
main  roads  and  divisional  roads  running  through  those  places,  and  the  cost  of  keeping 
up  those  roads  by  the  people  in  the  district  would  be  too  great,  and  they  therefore 
thought,  in  the  event  of  handing  over  to  the  Municipal  Councils  the  maintenance  of 
these  roads,  there  should  be  special  consideration  given  to  those  Municipalities  because 
of  the  large  extent  of  road  they  would  have  to  maintain. 

6816.  In  the  return  which  I  have  before  me  from  the  Divisional  Council  showing 
the  extent  of  roads  within  the  Municipalities,  Simonstown  is  put  down  as  having  one 
mile  of  road  ;  and  the  oost  of  the  upkeep  of  that  one  mile  of  road  is  £1,056  perannum. 
What  is  that  one  mile  of  road  ? — It  is  simply  the  main  street  of  the  town  ;  but  there 
are  many  miles  of  divisional  road. 

6817.  In  Simonstown  ? — Yes. 

6818.  Are  they  on  the  commonage  or  where  ? — The  main  road  running  through 
the  town  and  Municipal  land  is  quite  four  miles  in  length ;  then  we  have  a  branch 
road  leading  up  Bed  Hill — the  road  towards  Cape  Point — 'which  is  from  a  mile  and  a 
half  to  two  miles  in  length. 

6819.  That  would  comprise  all  the  divisional  roads  within  Simonstown  ? — Yes. 

6820.  A  total  of  about  six  miles  ? — Yes. 

6821.  And  Simonstown  pays  in  divisional  rates  £534  per  annum  ? — Yes. 

6822.  So  that  if  £1,056  is  spent  on  the  Simonstown  mile  each  year  it  is 
practically  twice  what  the  Council  obtains  from  the  district  by  way  of  rates  ? — Yes, 
that  would  appear  so. 

6823.  Who  maintain  the  other  five  miles  besides  this  one  mile  of  which  we  have 
record  ? — The  Divisional  Council. 

6824.  Do  they  do  it*now  ? — Yes. 

6825.  I  suppose  you  cannot  say  why  no  reference  is  made  to  that  in  the  return 
which  was  made  to  the  Commission  ?  —I  think  the  return  was  made  before  such  a 
length  of  mileage  was  ascertained.  The  Municipal  boundaries  of  Simonstown  have 
been  extended  within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  and  I  think  the  return  has  not 
taken  the  extended  portion  into  consideration. 

6826.  So  that  under  the  circumstances  foreshadowed,  Simonstown  would  want 
some  contribution  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  extra  Municipal  roads  ? — Yes. 

6827.  Your  contribution  to  the  divisional  revenue  is  a  very  small  one,  and  the 
length  of  road  to  be  maintained  is  considerable? — Yes;  there  are  a  great  number  of 
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ir  rUhc*  mj  ^^Odings  and  properties  in  Simoustown  belonging  to  the  Imperial  Government. 

--  These  are  exempt  from  rates,  yet  nearly  all  the  traffic  is  in  connection  with  the  'f 

lith  May,  1902.  Imperial  Government,  and  that  has  been  Simoustown’s  difficulty. 

6828.  How  would  you  base  the  a  no  nut  of  special  consideration  to  be  extended 
to  those  Municipalities  in  the  event  of  the  Divisional  Council  handing  over  the 
maintenance  of  the  roads  ?  On  the  length  of  road  to  be  maintained  ? — Yes.  I 
would  also  say  in  this  oonneotion  that  Simoustown  roads  are  very  difficult  to  maintain. 

They  are  in  close  proximity  to  the  sea,  and  the  South-easters  are  frequent  and  violent. 

6829.  Do  you  know  that  bad  weather  damages  the  roa  1  more  than  the  traffic  does  ? 

—  Yes  ;  the  friction  of  the  sand  is  constantly  wearing  away  the  roads.  In  addition  to 

this  the  sand  is  constantly  covering  up  the  roads  and  has  to  be  carted  away.  j. 

6830.  If  the  Divisional  Council  is  not  abolished  and  the  roads  were  handed  over, 
would  you  leave  it  to  that  Council  to  determine  the  amount  of  the  contribution  to  be 
made  to  a  Municipal  Council  in  consideration  of  its  having  to  maintain  its  roads  ? 

— The  Divisional  Council  would  be  in  the  best  position  for  determining  the  amount  of 
the  contribution,  from  the  fact  of  their  having  had  to  do  the  work,  and  therefore 
knowing  exactly  what  the  road  cost  to  maintain.  If  they  gave  the  amount  that  the 
road  had  previously  cost  the  Divisional  Council  it  ought  to  meet  the  case. 

6831.  You  would  be  in  favour  of  their  handing  over  that  amount  as  the  Divisional 
Council’s  contribution  to  the  Municipality  ?  I  mean  the  amount  expended  previously 
on  the  length  of  road  taken  over,  less  the  amount  of  rate  collected  hitherto  ? — Yes. 

6832.  There  would  have  to  be  some  kind  of  supervision  or  surveillance  exercised 
over  the  spending  of  the  money  ? — The  public  themselves  would  be  sufficient  check  of 
that  kind.  They  would  always  agitate  to  have  the  roads  kept  in  good  order. 

6833.  Are  the  roads  in  your  district  much  used  ? — Not  so  much  as  before  the 
railway  was  built.  The  traffic  is  not  now  so  great  as  it  was  ;  the  wear  and  tear  of  the 
roads  nowadays  is  more  due  to  the  south-east  winds  than  the  traffic. 

6834.  As  far  as  I  gathered  from  your  previous  evidence  you  were  in  favour  of 
having  some  kind  of  Council — an  elective  Council — outside  the  Municipalities  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  the  Cape  Division  ? — Yes,  for  certain  things. 

6835.  What  things  do  you  suggest  should  b9  left  to  such  a  Council  ? — Drainage, 
water,  lighting,  and  roads  if  necessary.  A  very  important  point  also  would  be  the 
control  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  outside  the  Municipal  areas. 

6836.  Suppose  now  it  is  found  impracticable  to  hand  over  such  a  Council  as  that 

suggested,  such  matters  as  water  and  drainage,  would  you  still  be  in  favour  of  a  Board  ' 

for  such  things  as  roads  and  ordinary  sanitation F — Yes;  it  is  very  necessary,  as  was 

shewn  by  the  recent  outbreak  of  plague,  that  there  should  be  somebody  in  charge  of 
sanitation  in  the  areas  outside  towns.  When  the  Divisional  Council  began  to  bestir 
themselves  on  that  matter  they  found  that  the  state  of  the  country  districts  in  regard 
to  sanitation  was  something  fearful .  There  was  nobody  in  control  of  the  matter. 

6837.  Then  you  are  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of  an  outside  Board  even  apart 
from  the  question  of  the  powers  to  be  given  to  it  ?  If  it  is  impossible  to  give  it  all  the 
full  powers  you  desire,  you  still  think  that  a  Board  should  be  established  with  more 
limited  powers.  If  it  was  found  impossible  to  give  this  Board  control  over  drainage, 
water  and  lighting,  you  would  still  consider  a  Board  necessary  to  manage  the  other 
matters  ? — Yes,  such  a  Board  is  absolutely  necessary. 

6838.  You  are  in  favour  of  that  Board  being  elective  ? — Quite  so. 

6839.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Cape  Divisional  Council  ? — Yes.  , 

6840.  If  not  too  impertinent  a  question,  would  you  tell  ns,  as  a  member  of  the 
Divisional  Council,  your  opinion  on  the  question  of  Divisional  Councils  having  an 
official  Chairman  ? — I  would  be  rather  in  favour  of  an  official  Chairman. 

6841.  On  what  ground  ? — There  is  no  election  for  the  post  and  no  seeking  of  votes, 
so  that  the  official  Chairman  is  thoroughly  impartial ;  so  far  I  have  had  no  reason  to 
see  anything  objectionable  in  an  official  Chairman  for  the  Divisional  Council ;  rather 
the  contrary.  It  seems  to  work  very  well. 

6842.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  think  it  would  lead  to  greater  interest  and  efficiency 
in  the  carrying  out  of  Divisional  Council  matters  if  you  had  an  elective  Chairman  ? — 

I  do  not  think  so. 

6843.  I  do  not  mean  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Civil  Commissioner  being  a  member 
of  the  Board,  because  it  might  be  advantageous  for  him  to  be  a  member  without  being 
Chairman  ? — I  can  see  fewer  reasons  for  him  being  a  private  member  than  for  his  being 
Chairman.  As  Chairman  he  is  thoroughly  impartial  and  has  no  interests  to  serve — no 
interest  of  locality  to  serve — and  consequently  he  is  a  most  suitable  man. 

6844.  What  does  his  impartiality  mean? — He  merely  keeps  order,  and  sees  that 
there  is  no  bias  in  favour  of  one  side  or  the  other. 

6845.  Could  not  an  elective  Chairman  do  that  F — He  could  do  it. 
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6846.  The  point  I  want  to  get  at'  is  this  :  in  Municipal  Councils  we  have  elective 
Chairmen — the  Mayors — and  in  Divisional  Councils  an  official  Chairmau — the  Civil 
Commissioner — why  should  that  be  so  ? — I  do  not  understand  why  that  is  so  except 
perhaps  that  in  the  case  of  the  Municipal  Council  the  area  is  a  contracted  one,  and 
there  is  not  the  same  broad  interest  to  serve.  In  the  case  of  the  Divisional  Council 
their  district  is  so  large  a  one. 

6847.  Let  us  take  Cape  Town ;  its  Municipal  Council  has  surely  larger  interests 
than  the  Cape  Divisional  Council  ? — Yes,  but  Cape  Town  has  not  the  extent  of  area 
that  the  Cape  Divisional  Council  has  to  serve. 

6848.  But  the  Cape  Town  Council  has  surely  larger  interests  and  more  revenue  to 
dministor  ?  — I  admit  that  it  has  a  great  revenue  to  deal  with. 

6849.  But  do  you  not  think  that  as  a  general  principle  elective  Boards  should 
have  elective  Chairmen  ? — To  a  certain  extent ;  and  if  you  were  to  extend  the  Divi¬ 
sional  Council  and  give  it  greater  powers  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  have  an 
elective  Chairmau.  But  speaking  of  the  Divisional  Council  as  it  is  at  present  situated 
with  only  the  roads  to  look  after  and  maintain,  the  Civil  Commissioner  has  always  done 
very  well  as  Chairman. 

6850.  There  are  people  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  and  elsewhere  who  do  not  think 
with  you  on  that  point  of  principle  ;  and  in  trying  to  suggest  reforms  for  Divisional 
Councils,  including  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape,  we  seek  out  reforms  which  are 
within  our  reach.  So  far  it  has  been  suggested  that  one  possible  source  of  weakness  in 
Divisional  Couucils  lies  in  the  fact  of  the  Chairman  being  an  official  nominee ;  you 
do  not  agree  with  that  ? — If  the  Commission  is  considering  the  advisability  of  recom¬ 
mending  a  new  Council,  somewhat  on  the  lines  of  a  County  Council  in  England,  and 
giving  it  power  far  beyond  those  of  the  present  Divisional  Council,  I  would  be  in  favour 
of  having  a  Chairman  who  would  be  able  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  affairs  of  the 
Council,  and  do  nothing  else. 

6851.  Then  you  would  have  him  be  a  salaried  man? — Yes  ;  it  is  a  fault  in  con¬ 
nection  with  these  Boards  that  members  rush  to  the  meetings  often  having  very  little  time 
in  which  to  attend  them  andno  tirueto  think  of  what  is  coming  forward  before  going  there, 
consequently  things  are  rushed  through  which  on  mature  consideration  would  not  have 
been  carried.  If  ;you  had  an  elective  Chairman  who  could  give  his  time  to  the  affairs 
of  the  Board  it  would  work  out  very  much  better  in  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers. 

6852.  With  reference  to  the  officers  on  the  Divisional  Council,  what  arrangements 
does  the  Council  make  for  inspecting  the  roads  ? — As  it  is  now  we  have  a  qualified 
engineer,  and  he  has  under  him  inspectors. 

6853.  Is  your  qualified  engineer  a  man  of  recognised  standing  ? — Yes,  and  he  has 
inspectors  under  him,  and  under  them  again  there  are  overseers.  The  overseers  simply 
stand  and  watch  their  gangs  at  work  in  road-making,  quarrying,  and  similar  work. 

6854.  Who  appoints  these  men  ?  Is  it  the  engineer  ? — No  ;  the  Council. 

6855.  Upon  whose  recommendation  ? — Probably  at  the  engineer’s.  I  cannot 
speak  definitely.  In  the  Divisional  *  ouucil  they  have  an  inner  Committee  which  sits 
every  week  and  practically  work  out  all  the  details  of  the  Council. 

6856.  So  that  your  arrangements  in  that  respect  are  more  advanced  than  the 
arrangements  amongst  Divisional  Councils  generally  ? — Naturally  ours  is  such  a  large 
Council  compared  with  others 

6857.  And  what  have  you  in  the  way  of  sanitary  inspection  ? — As  soon  as  the 
plague  broke  out  two  sanitary  inspectors  were  appointed. 

6858.  At  what  salary  ? — At  about  £100  per  year  or  £10  per  month,  or  something 
like  that. 

6859.  Do  they  do  anything  else  beside  the  work  of  sanitary  inspector  ? — -Nothing 
else  ;  they  are  supplied  with  horses  and  go  about  inspecting  the  sanitary  arrangements 
of  the  farms  about  the  Cape  Flats. 

6860.  You  surely  do  not  expect  to  get  much  ability  for  £100  a  year  ? — It  was 
only  an  emergency  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  occasion. 

6861.  Have  you  anything  to  say  to  us  about  the  constitution  of  the  Divisional 
Council  of  the  Cape  at  the  present  in  the  matter  of  the  excess  of  town  members  or 
inequality  of  representation  ?— No,  as  far  as  1  know  we  lind  no  difficulty  in  the  matter 
of  representation ;  everything  seems  satisfactory  in  that  respect.  As  I  have  said 
before,  there  are  too  many  members  for  the  amount  of  work  which  is  to  be  done.  We 
have  a  large  number  of  men  sitting  around  the  Board  for  the  control  of  the  roads,  when 
three  or  four  of  them  would  do  all  that  is  required. 

6862.  And  perhaps  with  fewer  meetings? — No;  our  meetings  are  only  monthly, 
although  of  course  there  is  the  Finance  Committee  which  sits  every  week. 

6863.  Is  that  the  inner  Committee  you  referred  to  ? — Yes. 

6864.  They  act  as  a  sort  of  Executive  ? — Yes. 
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6865.  And  does  the  official  Chairman  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Executive  ? — No. 

(i860.  You  have  an  elective  Chairman  for  that  Committee  ? — Yes,  they  elect  their 
own  Chairman. 

(1867.  So  that  the  Executive  Chairman  really  takes  a  leading  position  amongst  the 
members  ? — Quite  so. 

6868.  Dr.  Gregory.^  You  consider  that  if  a  general  Board  such  as  you  suggest 
were  appointed,  the  Chairman  should  be  elective  ? — Yes. 

6869.  And  as  a  sound  principle  the  whole  of  the  Board  should  he  elective  ? — 
Quite  so. 

6870.  But  you  will  admit  that  there  should  be  some  Government  control  over  it ; 
perhaps  not  so  much  in  the  way  of  detail,  but  certain  subjects  must  be  submitted  to  the 
Government  ? — Naturally,  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  have. 

6871.  So  that  in  the  event  of  failure  to  carry  out  certain  necessary  duties  the 
Government  might  step  in  aud  compel  ? — Yes. 

6872.  Subject  to  the  provision  of  such  proper  safeguards  as  that,  you  consider  that 
the  whole  machinery  should  be  elective  ? — Yes. 

6873.  In  speaking  of  the  Civil  Commissioner  as  Chairman  of  the  Divisional 
Council,  are  you  not  more  in  favour  of  the  present  system  because  of  its  application 
throughout  the  entire  Colony  ? — Yes ;  it  is  more  advantageous  in  other  places  even 
than  here.  I  would  be  very  sorry  to  see  that  system  broken  through. 

6874.  It  is  particularly  necessary  where  the  members  of  the  Council  live  at  long 
distances  from  the  place  of  meeting  as  is  the  case  in  most  up-country  Councils,  whilst 
the  Chairman  is  always  in  his  office  in  the  central  town  of  the  district  P — Quite  so. 

6875.  You  were  Mayor  of  Simonstown  for  many  years  ? — I  was. 

6876.  And  last  year  you  resigned  your  position  ? — I  did. 

6877.  And  your  position  on  the  Council  ?  -Yes. 

6878.  Would  it  be  embarrassing  if  you  gave  to  the  Commission  your  reasons  for 
resigning  your  membership  on  the  Council  of  which  you  had  been  such  an  energetic 
and  earnest  worker  ? — I  shall  be  only  too  pleased.  First  of  all,  in  the  usual  way  we 
framed  our  estimates  of  expenditure  for  the  coming  year,  and]we  found  that  we  wanted 
a  very  large  increase  in  the  amount  of  revenue  to  meet  the  growing  requirements 
of  the  town,  and  that  meant  an  increase  in  the  rates.  By  “  we  ”  I  mean  the  Finance 
Committee.  So  we  cut  things  down  to  a  minimum,  and  still  found  that  we  should  have 
to  increase  the  rate  from  l|d.  to  2d.  in  the  £.  Even  that  increased  rate  would  only 
bring  us  through  the  year,  with  the  possibility  of  leaving  a  deficiency  of  a  few  hundred 
pounds.  We  brought  this  report  before  a  meeting  of  the  Council  and  they  rejected  it. 
We  recommended  a  rate  of  2d.  in  the  £  and  the  Council  would  not  have 
it,  but  passed  a  rate  of  lfd.  in  the  £.  I  felt  bound,  if  they  would  not  give  the 
necessary  amount  required  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  town,  to  resign.  I  felt  that  I 
could  not  go  on  muddling  the  affairs  of  the  town  in  the  way  in  which  they  had  been 
done.  I  do  not  know  where  the  Council  have  got  to  now.  They  determined  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  engineer,  and  after  I  left  they  reappointed  him.  I  believe  the  expenditure 
has  been  really  more  than  I  estimated  it  would  be,  with  the  result  that  they  are  in  great 
financial  difficulties. 

6879.  When  did  you  resign  P— About  September  or  October. 

6880.  Of  last  year  P — Yes. 

6881.  In  your  opinion  the  accounts  of  the  Simonstown  Municipality  will,  next 
year,  shew  a  deficiency  ?— A  very  large  deficiency. 

6882.  In  spite  of  having  reduced  their  staff  ? — Quite  so  In  my  opinion  they 
have  practically  put  the  town  back  for  at  least  two  years. 

6883.  In  what  way  : — There  are  a  great  many  most  important  and  neoessary 
works  to  be  gone  on  with,  but  they  have  an  inadequate  supply  of  money,  and  in  that 
way  they  have  put  the  town  back. 

6884.  How  came  that  shortsighted  policy  to  be  adopted  ? — I  would  not  like  to 
give  an  opinion  upon  that. 

6885.  Speaking  generally,  is  such  financial  working  favoured  by  the  ratepayers  ? 
— As  far  as  the  ratepayers  were  concerned,  they  were  quite  with  me,  but  it  happened 
that  there  was  a  majority  on  the  Council  in  favour  of  a  cheeseparing  polioy,  and  they 
panted  to  cut  down  the  town’s  rates  in  order  to  save  their  own  pockets. 

6886.  They  were  large  ratepayers,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 

6887.  In  vi<  w  of  such  possibilities,  do  you  not  think  that  Government  should  have 
some  measure  of  control  over  local  authorities  to  secure  their  financial  stability  ? — 
Yes,  in  securing  their  financial  stability;  but  at  the  same  time  I  would  not  like  the 
Government  to  interfere  too  much  with  the  affairs  of  local  bodies.  We  want  the  rate¬ 
payers  to  wake  up  to  their  responsibilities  and  make  their  respective  representatives 
do  their  duty.  It  would  be  a  bad  policy  to  interfere  too  much  with  local 
government. 
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6888.  But  in  a  case  such  as  this,  where  obviously  an  insufficient  rate  is  being 
levied  to  meet  the  financial  requirements  of  the  local  authority,  do  you  not  think  that 
there  should  be  some  means  of  raising  the  point  so  that  it  is  not  finally  decided  by  a 
few  members  of  the  Council  who  are  so  directly  interested  as  you  mention  ? — I  suppose 
the  Government  could  simply  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  they 
are  not  carrying  on  the  financial  affairs  of  the  town  with  sound  judgment.  But  I 
think  it  would  be  wrong  to  interfere  with  the  duty  of  the  public. 

6889.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  a  wise  provision  if  the  Act  allowed  the 
calling  of  a  meeting  of  ratepayers  to  put  the  question  to  them  before  it  was  finally 
decided  ? — That  would  be  a  good  thing,  if  it  was  a  provision  of  the  Act. 

6890.  It  would  not  be  interfering  with  the  rights  of  the  ratepayers,  and  would 
ensure  that  they  had  a  proper  voice  in  the  matter,  and  would  convince  the  Govern¬ 
ment  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  people  their  true  interests  were  not  being  neglected  ? — 
Quite  so. 

6891.  Mr.  StewartJ]  In  any  of  the  questions  which  you,  as  a  Council,  have  had  to 
refer  to  the  Government  have  they  been  dealt  with  promptly  ? — I  would  not  like  to 
say  that  they  have  in  all  cases.  For  instance,  in  the  matter  of  new  Bye-laws  they 
seemed  to  take  a  long  time  in  consideration  before  giving  them  their  sanction. 

6892.  So  that  reference  of  too  many  questions  to  Government  results  in  a  good 
deal  of  delay  ? — I  am  afraid  so.  What  the  Government  wants  is  a  sort  of  department, 
in  connection  with  the  Central  Government  of  the  Colony ,  dealing  with  local  affairs — a 
sort  of  Local  Government  Department,  with  officials  of  trained  ability,  so  that  matters 
of  this  sort  could  be  referred  to  them. 

6893.  Tou  do  not  think  that,  as  at  present  constituted,  reference  of  matters  to 
the  Government  would  expedite  their  treatment  much  ? — Not  as  at  present  constituted. 

6894.  Mr.  Laicrence.~\  With  regard  to  the  question  put  by  Dr.  Gregory  as  to 
appealing  to  the  ratepayers  on  the  question  of  increasing  the  rates,  from  your  Municipal 
experience,  what  would  be  the  result  of  such  an  appeal  ?  Would  the  ratepayers  vote 
for  an  increase  in  the  rate  ? — In  the  present  instance  I  feel  sure  rhat  they  would  have 
done  so. 

6895.  As  against  the  vote  of  the  majority  of  the  Council  ? — Yes. 

6896.  Generally,  would  not  the  effect  of  Government  interference  in  local  matters 
be  to  put  up  the  hacks  of  the  ratepayers  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  speaking  generally. 

6897.  Not  in  Simonstown,  you  mean  ? — I  was  speaking  with  regard  to  Simons- 
town. 

6898.  With  regard  to  the  central  authority  suggested  by  Mr.  Stewart  to  deal  with 
local  matters,  there  is  such  a  central  authority  now,  is  there  not  ? — Such  as  it  is. 

6899.  You  said  in  your  evidence  before  us  on  a  previous  occasion  that  the  sewage 
of  Simonstown  runs  into  the  sea  ? — That  is  so. 

6900.  All  of  it  ? — Yes. 

6901.  What  becomes  of  it ;  is  it  washed  out  to  sea  or  is  it  washed  up  on  to 
Muizenberg  beach? — We  have  five  outlets  for  the  sewage,  and  if  you  go  to  any  of 
those  outlets  you  will  find  very  little  discolouration  of  the  water ;  the  sewage  seems  to 
deodorize  almost  immediately  it  gets  into  the  sea. 

6902.  Is  it  washed  out  to  sea  ? — Yes. 

6903.  Have  you  had  complaints  from  Muizenberg  of  your  sewage  washing  up  on 
to  their  beach  ? — Not  the  slightest  complaint  has  been  made. 

6904.  You  have  heard  that  pieces  of  candle  have  been  known  to  be  washed  up 
from  the  ships  on  to  Muizenberg  beach  ? — Yes,  but  that  is  a  special  substance  that 
would  be  bound  to  wash  up  somewhere ;  you  see  that  it  will  float,  but  it  will  not 
dissolve,  so  that  it  must  be  washed  up  somewhere. 

6905.  Has  any  survey  been  made  of  the  currents  in  False  Bay  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

Gerrit  Hendrick  Moller  examined. 

6906.  Chairman. ]  You  are  an  auctioneer  and  appraiser  in  practice  in  Capo  Town  ? 
— Yes.  I  have  been  an  auctioneer  for  the  past  35  years,  and  I  have  been  engaged  as 
an  appraiser,  actively  employed  for  the  Municipalities  and  Local  Authorities  of  the 
Cape  Peninsula,  for  the  last  10  years. 

6907.  For  how  many  Municipalities  have  you  acted  as  appraiser  ? — Ten  years  ago 
I  started.  First  I  began  with  Cape  Town,  making  the  valuations  in  conjunction  with 
Mr.  Cauvin.  He  was  then  the  valuator  for  the  town,  and  I  assisted  him  in  the  general 
valuation.  After  that  I  took  the  valuation  alone.  I  have  been  the  valuator  for  Cape 
Town  Council  on  three  occasions. 

6908.  For  what  years  ?  —Ten  years  ago  I  began,  and  the  last  valuation  I  made 
was  only  concluded  about  eight  months  ago. 
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6909.  The  valuati  on  now  in  use  in  Cape  Town  was  made  by  you  ? — Yes  ;  1  made 

the  general  valuation.  The  first  valuation,  which  I  made  conjointly  with  Mr.  Cauvin,  ^ 

turned  out  at  a  total  of  £6,000,000.  That  was  10  years  ago.  The  valuations  take 

place  every  three  years .  The  second  valuation,  which  I  made,  came  out  at  £9,000,000, 

and  the  third  and  last  valuation  oame  out  at  a  little  over  £13,000,000.  The  rates  on 

the  occasion  of  the  second  valuation  were  3^d.  in  the  £,  and  on  the  last  occasion  2fd. 

in  the  £.  I  have  also  made  the  valuation  for  the  Cape  Divisional  Council  on  two 

occasions. 

6910.  Of  Cape  Town  ? — Yes,  but  on  this  occasion  for  the  whole  of  the  Peninsula. 

I  have  also  made  the  valuation  for  Woodstook  Municipality,  and  I  have  just  recently 
finished  my  first  valuation  in  Wynberg.  _ 

6911.  Was  the  result  of  the  first  valuation,  which  you  made  for  Cape  Town  10 
years  ago,  a  considerable  rise  upon  the  previous  valuation  ? — Certainly  it  was  a  rise 
upon  the  former  valuation,  but  then  from  that  time  property  has  risen  very  greatly  and 
even  now  is  ri  sing.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  am  giving  you  my  figures. 

6912.  But  what  I  want  to  know  is  :  was  the  valuation  you  first  made  an  advance 
on  the  previous  valuation  ? — I  should  say  so,  but  I  cannot  answer  the  question 
positively. 

6913.  Were  the  increases  in  your  valuations  due  to  increases  in  the  values  or  to 
additional  p  roperties  ? — There  was  an  increase  in  the  general  valuation. 

6914.  In  the  number  of  properties  or  to  rise  in  value? — An  increase  in  both 
directions. 

6915.  Can  ycu  give  us  an  idea  of  the  percentage  of  increase? — I  could  not  give 
the  percentage,  for  this  reason  :  if  I  was  to  give  the  percentage  I  would  have  to  give 
the  percentage  on  the  valuation,  and  the  valuation  is  made  according  to  the  market. 

The  valuator  values  a  property  according  to  the  market  price  of  the  property  at  the 
time  he  makes  the  valuation.  It  takes  a  long  time  to  gain  the  necessary  experience  to 
value  a  property.  It  is  the  third  time  that  I  have  done  this  work  for  Cape  Town. 

It  is  a  big  area  to  cover.  There  are  over  12,000  properties  and  of 
course  properties  become  sub-divided  between  the  time  of  one  valuation 
and  the  next,  and  that  makes  the  ‘  proportion  of  the  valuation  larger 
and  larger  as  the  sub-division  goes  on.  I  could  give  you  instances  of  the  increase  in 
the  value  of  Cape  Town  properties,  even  since  the  time  of  my  last  valuation  8  months 
ago.  There  has  been  another  rise  in  the  value  of  property  even  in  that  short  time. 

As  soon  as  the  valuation  comes  out,  up  goes  the  price|of|property,  because  when  a  rate-  ^ 

payer  sees  what  his  property  is  valued  at,  he  refuses  to  sell  at  a  price  with  which  he 
would  formerly  have  been  satisfied.  He  wants  an  increase,  and  the  result  is  that  he 
sells  at  the  increased  price,  and  the  property  market  goes  up  after  the  valuation. 

Property  is  continually  rising  in  value.  The  property  market  has  to  be  studied 
daily  by  the  valuator.  You  can  never  gain  too  much  experience  in  valuing.  It 
is  a  matter  in  which  I  have  taken  great  interest.  1  have  studied  the 
property  maiket  daily  and  am  continually  in  touch  with  it,  and  I  am  always 
valuing,  My  valuations  are  based  upon  what  the  property  ought  to  fetch 
if  put  on  to  the  market  at  the  time  the  valuation  is  made.  Of  course  the  valuator’s 
figures  are  always  subject  to  revision  by  the  Court  of  Objections.  Sometimes  I  make 
a  valuation  on  a  property  and  the  ratepayer  will  go  to  the  Court  and  lay  an  objection, 
and  he  may  get  a  reduction.  If  you  will  refer  to  the  Act  it  says  that  the  valuator 
shall  value  the  property  at  the  price  which  he  thinks,  in  his  judgment,  it  would  realise 
at  public  auction.  The  Act,  however,  says  nothing  with  regard  to  .  valuing  the 
property  according  to  the  rent  paid  for  its  hire.  Our  Municipal  Council,  however,  has 
laid  down  a  rule  deviating  altogether  from  the  Act  of  Parliament.  They  base  their 
value  of  a  property  on  the  rent  which  is  received  for  it.  When  a  man  comes  into  Court 
to  take  an  objection  to  the  valuation  placed  upon  his  property  the  first 
questio  j  put  to  him  will  be,  “  What  rent  do  you  get  for  it  ?”  If  he  should  say 
that  he  gets  £10  per  month,  and  if  the  property  was  valued  by  the  valuator  at,  say, 

£1,200  or  £1,500,  a  member  of  the  Council  will  get  up  in  the  Court  and  propose  that 
the  valuation  of  the  property  be  reduced  to  £1,000.  That  is  the  way  in  which  the 
matter  is  dealt  with  in  the  Court  of  Objections.  I  was  reading  the  other  day  some 
portion  of  the  evidence  given  before  this  Commission  by  one  of  the  witnesses,  I  think 
by  Mr.  Yollmer.  He  was  speaking  with  regard  to  a  Government  valuator.  It 
struck  me  at  the  time  that  it  might  be  all  right  and  a  good  thing  to  have  a  Govern¬ 
ment  valuator.  I  thought  it  might  do  very  well,  but  I  thought  that  the  matter 
might  be  carried  a  little  further,  and  I  would  say  that  no  Council  ought  to  have 
a  seat  on  the  Court  of  Objections,  ^ly  reasons  are  these:  Councillors  are  elected 
by  the  ratepayers,  and  the  ratepayers  are  the  parties  who  object  to  the 
valuations.  A  Councillor  relies  upon  the  ratepayers  to  vote  him  back  into  his  seat,  and 
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although  I  would  not  say  that  they  do  it  wilfully,  yet  it  is  only  natural  that  the 
Councillors  are  inclined  to  lean  a  little  to  the  ratepayers  who  return  them  to  the 
Council,  and  therein,  I  say,  lies  the  inj  ustice  which  is  often  done  to  the  valuator. 
What  would  be  better  would  be  this  :  you  should  take  a  body  of  five  independent  men 
not  connected  with  the  Municipal  Council  in  one  way  or  another.  They  should  he  men 
appointed  by  the  Government  and  they  should  sit  as  a  Board  under  the  chairmanship 
of  either  the  Civil  Commissioner  of  the  Division  or  theResident  Magistrate.  If  a  ratepayer 
came  to  object  he  should  he  placed  upon  oath  and  examined  by  the  Board,  and  on  hissworn 
testimony,  his  case  would  be  judged.  This  would  make  the  valuator’s  hand  very  much 
stronger.  On  the  last  occasion  on  which  I  valued  the  Divisional  Council  property,  I 
had  only  the  Civil  Commissioner,  Mr.  Hare,  and  Mr.  Runciman  supporting  me.  All 
the  other  members  of  the  Court  were  always  in  favour  of  the  objector.  They  supported 
the  men  whom  they  had  to  look  to  for  their  election.  The  result  was  that  no  justice 
was  done  to  the  valuator. 

6916.  So  that  from  your  point  of  view  a  bad  valuation  roll  is  caused  more  by  a 
bad  Court  of  Objections  than  by  a  had  valuator? — That  is  just  the  case.  I  can 
give  you  further  instances.  A  man  whose  property  was  valued  at  £15,000 
came  to  object  to  the  valuation  and  got  it  reduced  to  £10,000.  He  had  no  sooner 
got  the  valuation  reduced  than  he  sold  the  property  for  much  more  than  it  had  been 
valued  by  the  valuator.  In  that  case  the  valuator  was  right  and  the  Court  was  wrong, 
hut  the  owner  of  the  property  gained  his  object. 

6917.  Perhaps  all  valuators  are  not  so  cons  cientious  as  yourself  ? — I  would  not  say 
that.  It  depends  largely  upon  the  experience  of  the  valuator  in  the  property  market. 
1  know  that  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  say  that  I  am  the  only  valuator.  I  would  not  go 
to  that  extent,  because  there  are  many  other  valuators,  but  I  will  say  that  it  takes  a 
great  deal  of  experience  to  learu  all  that  is  required  to  make  a  competent  valuator.  It 
is  like  a  man  learning  his  trade,  and  when  he  has  served  a  number  of  years  he  is  a 
competent  man  to  do  his  work.  It  is  the  same  thing  with  the  valuator.  He  has  to 
study  the  market  every  day  and  make  his  notes  upon  every  sale  that  he  finds  to  be 
effected.  Then  he  learns  the  value  of  adjoining  properties  by  comparing  them  with 
the  prices  obtained  at  the  sales.  Thus  he  goes  on,  step  by  step,  until  he  has  made  a 
complete  round  of  the  town. 

6918.  I  presume  that  you  are  looked  upon  by  Municipalities  as  the  right  man  to 
go  to  when  they  want  a  high  valuation? — No;  because  I  hold  a  rather  independent, 
spirit,  and  I  never  allow  myself  to  be  dictated  to  about  any  valuation. 

6919.  But  we  have  been  told  that  one  Council  wanted  a  high  valuation,  and 
therefore  they  employed  you,  Mr.  Moller  ? — Oh,  yes ;  that  is  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Vollmer,  bu  Mr.  Yollmer  is  entirely  wrong  in  that  matter. 

6920.  But  how  can  Mr.  Yollmer  be  wrong  when  he  is  on  the  Council  ? — 
He  is  wrong  in  his  reasons  given  for  the  employment  of  myself  by  the  Wynberg 
Town  Council.  The  Wynberg  Council  asked  for  tenders  for  the  valuation  of 
the  properties  in  their  district.  Messrs.  Moller  and  Fock  tendered  at  £125  for 
the  whole  valuation  or  Is.  6d.  for  each  property  valued.  Mr.  Cloete  tendered  at  £110, 
and  another  gentleman  tendered  at  £160.  Tbe  Council  discussed  these  tenders,  and 
they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  tender  of  Messrs.  Moller  &  Fock  for  valuing  each 
property  at  Is.  6d.  was  the  lowest  tender,  and  therefore  they  gave  the  work  to  us. 
Taking  these  facts  into  consideration,  I  cannot  see  where  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Yollmer 
comes  in. 

6921.  The  point  before  the  Commission  was  the  remarkable  difference  in  valuation, 
and  the  impression  the  evidence  left  upon  my  mind  was  t  hat  there  were  valuators  and 
valuators,  and  that  some  wei’e  inclined  to  value  properties  highly  and  some  not  so  highly. 
Is  that  a  wrong  impression  ? — It  was  never  suggested  to  mo  what  sort  of  a  valuation 
the  Town  Council  wanted.  I  would  be  very  sorry,  indeed,  to  allow  any  Town 
Councillor  to  come  to  me  and  say  that  they  wanted  the  values  of  properties  fixed  in  a 
certain  way. 

6922.  But  is  it  not  the  case  that  you  have  the  reputation  of  being  a  high  valuator  ? 
— I  make  my  valuations  in  terms  of  the  Act.  I  follow  out  the  Act,  which  lays  down 
that  properties  must  be  valued  as  their  present  market  value.  I  find,  too,  that  even  in 
the  high  valuations  that  I  have  made  I  am  still  sometimes  too  low.  Propeity  sales 
have  taken  place  soon  after  my  valuation,  which  have  shewn  that  I  have  been 
much  below  the  mark.  Take,  for  instance,  the  Oranjezicht  Estate  belonging 
to  the  late  Mr.  Breda.  That  place  was  originally  valued  at  £6,000.  As 
long  as  it  was  valued  at  £6,000  nothing  was  said  at  the  Court  of  Objections. 
When  I  took  the  valuation  in  hand  I  valued  the  place  at  £15,000.  That  meant 
a  rise  of  £9,000  on  the  previous  valuation.  The  proprietors  at  once  went 
to  the  Court  of  Objections  and  said  that  my  valuation  was  preposterous,  the  property 
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was  not  worth  £15,000.  The  Court  of  Objections  upheld  the  valuator’s  figures,  but  the 
owners  were  not  satisfied  and  they  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court.  The  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  expressed  their  opinion  that  it  was  a  very  fair  valuation  of  the  property  1 

and  they  could  not  give  any  redress  to  the  owners,  but  if  the  owners  could  not  pay  the 
rates,  as  they  said,  because  it  was  an  entailed  property,  it  was  for  them  to  go  to 
Parliament  and  introduce  a  Bill  to  obtain  the  right  to  sell  the  property. 

The  result  was  that  they  did  so  and  Parliament  passed  an  Act  to  remove 
the  entail.  Two  days  after  that  Act  became  law  this  very  property  was 
sold  for  £40,000.  There  you  are,  gentlemen.  The  result  is  that  the 
owners  are  drawing  interest  on  £40,000  at  6  per  cent.  But  I  will  go  further  and  give 
you  an  idea  as  to  how  these  values  go  up.  The  syndicate  who  bought  that  property 
sub-divided  it  and,  a  little  while  ago,  they  sold  one  quarter  of  it  for  £22,000. 

6923.  I  was  making  no  reflections  upon  your  valuations.  I  was  simply  shewing 
the  impression  which  previous  evidence  had  left? — I  am  quite  aware  of  that,  Mr 
Chairman.  You  wish  to  get  at  the  bottom  of  the  thing,  and  I  am  giving  my  views  of 
the  matter. 

6924.  Will  you  now  explain  this  to  us? — Up  to  last  year  in  Wynberg  the 
property  was  valued  at  a  trifle  over  £1,000,000,  but  when  it  was  valued  by 
yourself  the  value  rose  to  over  £2,000,000.  There  was  a  rise  of  quite  £800,000 
on  the  property  which  had  been  in  existence  at  the  previous  valuation.  Was  it  a 
legitimate  inference  from  those  figures  that  Mr.  Moller  was  employed  when  a  high 
valuation  was  wanted? — Well,  let  us  take  Wynberg  for  a  moment.  I  am  studying 
the  property  market  continuously  and  I  make  my  valuations  accordingly.  There  was 
a  property  on  the  main  road  at  Wynberg  which  I  valued  at  £7,000.  The  valuation  is 
not  yet  out.  The  property  had  previously  been  valued  at  £2,000  by  the  former 
valuator.  (Jne  mouth  after  I  had  made  my  valuation  the  property  was  put  up  for 
public  competition  and  it  was  sold  for  £10,225.  So  even  there  I  was  wrong,  but  the 
former  valuator  was  very  much  more  wrong,  and  the  auction  sale  gave  us  the  correct 
value  of  the  property. 

6925.  You  value  for  the  Divisional  Council  sometimes  ? — I  do. 

6926.  Have  you  always  done  so  ? — Dor  the  last  10  years  I  have  done  so.  I  have 
made  two  valuations  for  the  Divisional  Council.  I  know  now  what  you  are  going  to 
ask  me.  You  are  going  to  ask  me  why  there  is  a  difference  between  Town  Council, 
and  Divisional  Council  valuations.  You  see,  sir,  I  make  a  study  of  everything  in 
connection  with  valuations  I  can  simply  answer  this  :  The  Town  Council  valuation 
and  the  Divisional  Council  valuation  are  not  made  at  the  same  time.  The  Divisional 
Council’s  valuations  are  made  every  five  years,  whilst  the  Town  Council’s  valuations 
are  made  every  three  years.  That  is  where  the  difference  comes  in.  If  you  have  made 
a  valuation  five  years  ago  for  the  Divisional  Council,  and  then  you  make  a  valuation 
for  the  Town  Council  this  year,  there  must  be  a  large  difference. 

6927.  When  were  the  Divisional  Council’s  valuations  made  by  you  ? — The  first 
valuation  was  made  by  me  about  10  years  ago,  and  the  second  valuation  was  made 
about  3  years  ago. 

6928.  Has  there  been  any  valuation  made  for  the  Divisional  Council  since  then  ? 

— No  ;  but  there  is  an  intermediate  valuation  every  year  for  new  properties  and  sub¬ 
divided  properties. 

6929.  So  that  any  difference  there  may  be  between  the  valuation  arises  from  the 

intermediate  valuations  ? — It  is  not  done  at  the  same  time.  _  f 

6930.  But  would  that  difference  in  time  account  for  the  enormous  difference  in 
the  valuations  ? — Certainly  ;  there  is  a  difference  every  day.  There  is  a  big  difference 
between  the  values  at  the  present  time  and  those  of  8  months  ago  when  I  finished  my 
last  valuation.  From  the  properties  which  have  been  sold  since  then  I  have  noticed 
cases  where  the  amounts  obtained  were  nearly  double  the  amount  at  which  I  then 
valued  the  properties.  Cape  Town  is  divided  into  six  districts.  In  one  district  the 
majority  of  business  places  are  situated  ;  in  other  districts  there  are  dwelling-houses 
and  so  forth. 

6931.  When  did  you  value  the  properties  in  Cape  Town  for  Municipal  purposes 
last  ? — It  was  completed  about  8  months  ago. 

6932.  And  then  the  total  of  value  was  ? — I  think  over  £13,000,000. 

6933.  And  when  did  you  make  your  previous  valuation  ? — Three  years  before 

that. 

6934.  And  what  was  the  total  then  ? — About  £9,000,000. 

6935.  And  on  the  first  occasion  ? — A  little  over  £6,000,000. 

6936.  And  the  Divisional  Council  valuations,  were  they  not  always  smaller  than  ^ 

the  Town  Council  valuations  ? — Yes  ;  but  you  must  go  further  into  the  matter  to  find 

the  reason  for  that.  The  Divisional  Council  does  not  value  Government  properties, 
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and  several  other  properties  which  go  into  the  roll  on  the  Cape  Town  valuation.  The 
Town  Council  valuation  includes  everything — Government  property  and  everything. 

6937.  Yes  ;  but  in  one  year  the  Town  Council  valuation  is  £9,000,000  and  the 
Divisional  Council  valuation  £6,000,000.  Would  the  exclusion  of  those  properties 
make  all  that  difference  ? — The  exclusion  of  Government  property  in  Cape  Town  makes 
a  great  deal  of  difference.  Then  there  are  other  properties  which  are  exempt  from 
Divisional  Council  rates  but  rateable  for  the  purposes  of  the  Cape  Town  Corporation. 

6938.  But  would  their  omission  make  a  difference  of  £3,000,000  ? — I  would  not 
say  that  it  would  make  a  difference  of  £3,000,000,  but  it  would  make  a  large  difference. 

6939.  Then  how  do  you  account,  for  the  fact  that  property  in  Cape  Town  is  rated 
for  Town  Council  purposes  at  £9,000,000,  and  for  Divisional  Council  purposes  at 
£6,000,000  ? — That  is  because  there  are  so  many  properties  in  one  roll  that  do  not 
appear  in  the  other. 

6940.  It  is  not,  then,  owing  to  the  difference  iu  the  valuations  of  the  same 
properties  P — It  may  be  that  the  valuation  would  be  different  iu  some  properties,  and 
there  is  another  thing  which  comes  in  too :  the  Town  Council  valuations  includes 
churches  and  schools,  playgrounds,  and  everything  else  which  the  Divisional  Council 
exempt. 

6941.  Speaking  generally,  the  Municipal  valuations  in  the  Peninsula  come  to 
about  £20,009,000,  whereas  the  Divisional  Council  valuations  reach  about  £11,000,000. 
Why  is  that  ?— I  do  not  know  how  the  Town  Councils  make  up  their  accounts  or  what 
they  deduct  for  certain  properties. 

6942.  You  hold  that  it  is  mainly  owing  to  the  omission  of  certain  properties  from 
the  Divisional  Council’s  Valuation  List  that  this  great  difference  is  made,  and  not  so 
much  in  the  difference  of  the  valuations  of  the  same  property  ? — That  is  so. 

6943.  When  ve  had  some  witnesses  from  the  Divisional  Council  before  us,  they 
said  that  in  the  collection  of  rates  their  experience  was  that  they  had  a  loss  of  some¬ 
thing  like  10  per  cent.,  owing  mainly  to  the  fact  that  properties  were  returned  to  them 
by  the  valuator  which  had  really  no  existence,  or  that  when  the  rates  came  for  collec¬ 
tion  the  owners  of  the  properties  could  not  be  found  ? — That  has  never  been  brought 
to  my  notice.  It  may  have  been  in  former  times,  but  it  is  not  the  case  now.  When  I 
saw  that  paragraph  in  the  paper,  I  made  enquiries  about  it,  and  I  was  distinctly  told 
that  there  was  some  error  in  the  matter,  because  the  loss  on  rates  traceable  to 
errors  in  the  valuations  was  not  as  much  as  5  per  cent.  It  must  have  been 
a  reference  to  former  times.  Such  a  state  of  affairs  has  not  occurred  in  my  time.  I 
may  state  in  reference  to  this  matter,  that  I  am  also  the  collector  of  rates  for  the 
Divisional  Council.  The  Divisional  Council  have  given  me  the  contract  to  collect  their 
rates.  The  bulk  of  the  rates  are  of  course  paid  at  the  Divisional  Council’s  office,  but, 
after  a  certain  time,  the  unpaid  accounts  are  handed  to  me  for  collection  so  that 
naturally  if  I  was  to  make  a  valuation  of  a  place  not  in  existence,  or  give  a  wrong 
owner  of  a  property,  I  should  not  be  able  to  get  the  rates  ;  and  here,  again,  another 
point  is  brought  to  my  mind  :  The  valuator  is  put  to  a  lot  of  inconvenience,  and  a  lot 
of  insult,  and  everything  of  that  sort,  when  he  is  making  out  his  valuations.  You  tender 
to  a  Municipality  to  value  their  property  and  they  accept  your  tender,  but  all  they 
say  to  you  is,  “Here  is  the  district  of  Wynberg,  or  Woodstock,  or  Cape  Town,  as  the 
case  may  be,  and  you  must  go  and  value  every  property  in  it.  You  must  find  out 
every  property  for  yourself  and  you  must  find  out  every  owner  of  property  for  your¬ 
self.”  You  have  different  classes  of  people  to  deal  with.  The  first  class  of  people  will 
be  glad  enough  to  give  you  all  the  information  you  require,  but  the  second  class  and 
the  third  olass  of  people,  who  all  own  property,  may  not  only  refuse  to  tell  you  any¬ 
thing  but  insult  you  into  the  bargain.  The  valuator  has  no  protection  under  the  Act 
.against  false  information  or  insult.  These  people  can  open  the  door  and  they  can  shut 
it  in  your  face  again.  You  are  at  their  mercy  in  the  matter  of  getting  the  right  names 
of  the  owner  and  occupier.  You  do  not  get  them  from  the  Town  Council  or  the 
Divisional  Council.  All  they  do  is  to  show  you  their  area.  They  say,“  There  is  our 
boundary  and  you  must  value  everything  within  it ;  you  must  find  out  everything  for 
yourself  and  you  must  come  back  with  a  satisfactory  valuation.” 

6944.  What  remedy  do  you  propose  for  that  state  of  affairs  ? — I  think  the  Aot 
•hould  be  made  stronger. 

6945.  To  which  Act  do  you  refer  ;  the  Divisional  Council  Acts  or  the  Municipal 
Acts  ? — To  both  ;  there  should  be  a  compulsory  clause  to  the  effect  that  if  the  valuator 
goes  to  a  person’s  house  and.  asks  him  whose  place  it  is,  and  is  served  with  wrong 
information,  the  valuator  should  in  return  have  the  power  to  serve  that  person  with  a 
notice  to  appear  before  the  Magistrate  the  next  morning  at  ten  o’clock  to  give  a  proper 
answer,  and  then  the  valuator  would  not  have  half  the  trouble.  It  is  nothing  now  for 
a  Malay  man  to  tell  you  a  wrong  name  and  give  you  other  wrong  information,  so  that 
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r  Wrv  when  you  come  to  make  up  your  roll  you  get  down,  as  the  owner  of  a  house,  a  man  who 
I,.  H.  .  o  er.  per]iapS  no  existence  whatever.  It  has  been  given  to  you,  and  you  have  the  wrong 
12th  May.  1902.  information  and  no  power  to  make  your  informant  give  you  the  right  information.  If 
you  had  the  power  to  serve  a  summons  upon  an  unwilling  or  an  untruthful  informant 
to  make  him  shew  cause  why  he  should  not  give  full  and  oorrect  information  to  the 
valuator,  these  troubles  would  be  practioally  at  an  end.  As  it  is  now,  the  valuator  has 
got  no  power  and  is  consequently  at  any  one’s  mercy. 

6946.  Is  there  nothing  that  the  Town  Councils  or  the  Divisional  Council  can  do 
to  assist  you  in  matters  of  this  sort  and  to  make  the  list  a  more  correct  one  ? — They 
cannot  go  beyond  their  Act.  The  Town  Councils  might  make  bye-laws,  but  could  the 
Divisional  Council  do  it  ?  I  have  brought  it  to  the  notice  of  the  Town  Clerks  on 
several  occasions,  how  difficult  it  was  for  us  to  get  correct  information. 

6947.  Whilst  speaking  cn  this  subject,  are  you  aware  of  what  a  Divisional 
Council  officer  told  us  a  little  time  ago  :  he  said  that  the  valuator  sometimes  sees  a  bit 
of  land  adjoining  a  person’s  property,  and  simply  puts  it  down  as  belonging  to  that 
person,  whereas  he  may  not  be  the  owner  at  all,  and  he  said  that  that  was  because,  at 
a  general  valuation,  the  valuator  gets  a  lump  sum  for  his  work,  but  at  the  intermediate 
valuation  the  valuator  brings  up  every  bit  of  property,  whether  correctly  or  otherwise  ? 
— That  has  not  occurred  with  me.  If  I  find  a  piece  of  stray  land  I  make  a  note  of  it  and 
endeavour  to  find  out  whose  land  it  is,  and,  if  I  am  unsuccessful,  I  mark  the  piece  of 
land  in  my  book  “  Owner  unknown.” 

6948.  The  officer  in  question  gave  us  to  understand  that  the  general  valuation  is 
often  done  in  a  haphazard  kind  of  way,  but  at  the  intermediate  valuation  the  valuator 
brings  up  everything  as  is  proved  by  the  fact  that,  for  one  intermediate  valuation  alone, 
the  valuator  got  as  much  as  a  quarter  more  than  he  did  out  of  the  general  valuation  ? 
— I  cannot  comprehend  such  a  state  of  affairs. 

6949.  It  has  been  said  that  the  loss  in  collection  arose  largely  through  faults  on 
the  part  of  the  valuator,  who  would  sometimes  return  names  of  persons  and  properties 
which  had  no  existence  ? — That  is  not  me.  I  made  the  valuation  on  two  occasions  for 
the  Divisional  Council,  and  does  it  stand  to  reason  that,  if  my  first  valuation  had  not 
turned  out  properly,  they  would  have  employed  me  to  do  it  on  a  second  occasion  ? 

6950.  Perhaps  they  could  not  help  themselves  ? — A  matter  of  that  sort  has  never 
been  brought  to  my  notice.  As  I  have  just  stated,  when  I  find  a  piece  of  ground  and 
cannot  discover  who  is  the  owner  it  becomes,  so  far  as  my  books  are  concerned,  “  No 
man’s  land  ”  until  I  find  out  the  owner.  One  day  perhaps  the  man  comes  forward 
who  is  the  owner  of  the  land,  and,  if  he  claims  it,  he  has  to  pay  the  rates  that  are  in 
arrears.  That  is  the  way  I  do  it ;  otherwise  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  keep  my 
books  correctly. 

6951.  Is  it  through  any  fault  on  the  part  of  the  various  Councils  that  the  Land 
Registry  is  not  kept  up  ? — I  do  not  know . 

6952.  Ought  there  not  to  be  a  correct  Land  Registry  somewhere  ? — Yes,  there 
should  be,  and  then  it  would  be  easier  for  the  valuator,  because  he  need  only  look  to 
the  register  to  find  the  owner  of  any  property. 

6953.  Is  there  no  such  register  ? — There  is  not. 

6954.  If  you  are  in  doubt  as  to  the  ownership  of  any  piece  of  land,  is  there  no 
means  of  finding  who  the  owner  is  ? — It  has  happened  to  me  on  several  occasions  that 
I  have  come  across  pieces  of  land  without  owners — at  least  without  owners  that  I  could 
find.  Sometimes  the  land  has  been  bought  by  person#,  many  years  ago,  who  have 
since  left  the  country,  for  Australia,  or  some  other  place.  According  to  law  that  land 
reverts  to  the  Council  after  30  years.  In  my  books  the  ground  stands  as  “  Owner 
unknown.” 

6955.  Are  the  rates  accumulating  until  an  owner  is  found  ? — Yes,  and  when  the 
owner  comes  back  he  will  have  to  pay  the  rates. 

6956.  Will  that  account  for  part  of  the  loss  of  rates  ? — Yes.  Before  people  talk 
about  this  matter  they  should  go  more  into  it.  There  are  several  pieces  of  ground 
standing  in  the  Divisional  Council  books  with  owners  unknown.  If  a  man  sells  a  piece 
of  ground  and  the  Council  cannot  find  who  has  then  to  pay  the  rates,  it  is  referred  to 
the  valuator. 

6957.  The  valuator,  before  commencing  his  duties,  has  to  make  a  declaration  that 
he  will  value  the  property  to  the  best  of  his  ability  ? — Yes. 

6958.  What  is  the  general  acceptance  of  that  ?  -  My  interpretation  is  that  the 
valuator  must  study  the  market,  and  if  he  sees  a  house  which,  in  his  judgment,  will 
fetch  £1,200,  he  must  value  the  house  at  that  sum. 

6959.  But  then  all  valuators  cannot  study  the  market,  as  you  do  ? — I  would  not 
say  that.  I  am  simply  speaking  for  myself. 

6960.  Could  no  check  be  placed  upon  the  selection  of  valuators  ?  To  indicate  the 
necessity  for  some  such  check  I  have  pointed  out  that  the  difference  between  your 
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*  valuation  of  certain  properties  in  Wynberg  and  the  valuation  of  the  same  properties 
twelve  months  before  amounted  to  £800,000  ? — That  must  show  that  I  understand  a 
little  about  property. 

6961.  But  I  am  trying  to  bring  out  the  point  that  there  are  valuators — and 
valuators  ? — Yes,  there  are. 

6962.  That  being  so,  what  could  this  Commission  recommend  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  more  uniformity  ? — It  would  be  hard  for  me  to  say.  Because  of  the  position 
which  I  hold  as  a  valuator,  it  would  not  do  for  me  to  blow  my  own  trumpet. 

6963.  Suppose  that  there  was  an  officer  of  the  Government  to  be  called  a  Valuer- 
General,  and  that  every  person  employed  by  a  Municipality  or  a  Divisional  Council 
should  be  approved  by  this  Valuer- General  ? — Yes,  that  might  do.  But  supposing 
that  the  officer  appointed  by  the  Government  understands  nothing  about  it,  how  will 
he  get  his  subordinate  officer  to  do  the  work  ? 

6964.  We  would  assume  that  the  Government  would  appoint  a  proper  man  as 
Valuer-General,  and  that  all  appointments  of  valuators  by  Municipal  and  Divisional 
Councils  should  be  referred  to  him  for  his  approval  or  otherwise  ? — My  opinion  is  this, 
that  one  man,  one  valuator,  should  be  appointed  to  have  the  whole  control  of  the 
Peninsula.  It  could  be  done.  I  have  done  it  myself.  He  should  have  a  certain 
number  of  valuators  under  him  and  he  should  train  these  men  every  day  with  his 
books,  and  in  the  property  market,  and  should  send  them  out  to  make  street  lists  and 
other  work.  These  men  must  be  responsible  for  everything  connected  with  the  valua¬ 
tion  to  the  Chief  Valuator,  who  should  be  responsible  to  a  Board.  Then  all  the 
valuations  in  the  Peninsula  should  be  done  at  the  same  time.  There  should  be  a 
certain  month  in  the  year  in  which  all  the  valuations  should  be  done.  If  the  valua¬ 
tions  for  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town  are  to  be  begun  in  January,  1903,  then  all 
the  other  valuations  must  start  in  January,  1903.  The  whole  thing  can  then  be  got 
properly  in  order.  There  would  then  be  no  differences  in  the  valuations,  and  the 
books  would  be,  more  easily,  kept  correctly.  After  that,  with  the  Board  that  I  have 
suggested,  of  5  members,  with  the  Magistrate  or  Civil  Commissioner,  to  take  objections 
on  oath,  the  thing  could  be  properly  worked.  The  valuator  would  be  responsible  to 
the  Board  and  not  to  the  Municipalities.  After  that  Government  Board  had  finished 
the  list  of  objections  and  rectified  the  valuation  roll  they  would  hand  it  over  to  the 
bodies  interested  and  simply  say,  “  There  is  your  valuation.”  No  Councillor  could 
then  come  and  criticise  the  valuation,  because  it  had  been  passed  by  the  Government 
Board  and  on  that  valuation  the  Councils  would  work. 

6965.  Then  your  suggestion  would  resolve  itself  into  greater  care  in  the  selection 
of  valuators  and  a  proper  Court  to  adjudicate  upon  their  work  ? — Yes.  Then  any 
ratepayers  who  appeared  before  the  Court  to  object  would  be  placed  upon  oath,  and 
the  valuator  would  have  to  state  his  reasons  for  his  valuation.  In  the  Courts  as  at 
present  constituted,  the  Town  Councillors  do  not  always  give  the  valuator  a  fair 
hearing. 

6966.  That  principle  could  be  extended  right  through  the  Colony,  could  it  not  ? 
— Yes,  it  could  be  done. 

6967.  Dr.  Gregory .]  You  have  suggested  a  Government  Board  to  deal  with  objec¬ 
tions  to  valuations,  but  how  would  you  arrange  for  dealing  with  undervaluations  ? — I 
would  give  the  power  to  the  same  Board,  and  if  the  Board  found  that  the  valuator  had 
undervalued,  they  should  have  the  power  to  increase  the  valuation. 

6968.  Chairman .]  After  taking  evidence,  of  course  ? — Yes,  if  necessary. 

6969.  Dr.  Gregory .]  But  how  would  this  Board  have  its  attention  drawn  to  under 
valuations  ? — In  this  way  :  the  sheets  of  valuations  would  be  made  out  of  properties 
in  blocks,  and,  naturally,  the  Board  would  be  able  to,  and  have  the  right  to  ask  the 
valuator  why,  in  a  certain  block,  one  property  was  valued  at  so  many  pounds  and 
another  at  so  much  less,  both  properties  being  in  the  same  block  in  the  same  locality. 
The  valuator  would  then  have  to  give  his  answer  as  to  how  the  discrepancy  was 
brought  about. 

6970.  You  would  give  the  power  to  the  Board  to  raise  or  lower  valuations  without 
objections  being  made  ? — Yes,  and  every  ratepayer  should  have  the  right  to  go  to  the 
Board  upon  any  other  ratepayer’s  property.  He  should  have  the  power  to  say  that  his 
next-door  neighbour’s  property  was  undervalued,  and  then  the  Board  would  have  the 
power  to  call  upon  the  valuator  to  report,  and,  if  his  answer  was  an  unsatisfactory  one, 
they  could  raise  the  value  of  the  property. 

6971.  You  suggest  that  the  valuator  should  have  a  seat  on  the  Board.  Do  you 
mean  as  a  member  ? — No  ;  but  to  be  present  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board  to  answer  all 
questions. 

6972.  Would  you  advise  that  the  Board  be  empowered  to  call  any  witnesses? — 

Yes. 

6973.  Whether  objectors  or  not? — Yes. 
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G.  E.  M oiler.  ,6974.  Then  this  Board  should  have  the  power  of  calling  for  evidence  and 
—  administering  the  oath  as  in  a  Court  of  Law  F — Yes,  the  Chairman  should  he  the  Civil 

12th  May,  1902..  •Commissioner  or  the  Resident  Magistrate. 

69(5.  With  regard  to  the  four  other  members,  what  class  should  they 
be  drawn  from  ? — They  would  be  easily  selected.  You  have  in  Cape 
Town  the  managers  of  large  institutions  such  as  the  Colonial  Mutual,  the  South 
African  Association,  the  Colonial  Orphan  Chamber  and  the  Board  of  Executors.  These 
people  are  every  day  in  the  habit  of  advancing  money  on  loans  and  they  would  be  the 
best  class  of  people  to  sit  on  such  a  Board. 

6976.  Would  you  include  bank  managers? — Certainly;  they  would  be  impartial 
men  and  would  be  able  to  judge,  from  their  own  business,  whether  any  property  was 
worth  the  money  at  which  it  had  been  valued.  That  is  what  I  mean  by  an  impartial 
Board. 

6977.  Do  you  not  think  that  they  might  be  biassed  by  the  fact  that  they  them¬ 
selves  might  have  granted  loans  on  the  property  coming  before  the  Board  ?—  No,  the 
Board  would  not  be  a  biassed  one  because  the  various  members  would  be  a  check 
upon  each  other.  They  do  not  all  do  the  same  class  of  business. 

6978.  Mr.  Gurney .]  You  are,  of  course,  aware  that  the  valuation  roll  is  practically 
the  starting  point  in  the  finances  of  the  Divisional  Council  and  the  Municipalities,  and 
it  is  of  the  utmost  importanca,  therefore,  that  it  should  be  a  correct  one  ? — Yes. 

6979.  Not  only  are  the  rates  of  the  district  dependent  upon  it,  but  also  the 
borrowing  powers  of  the  local  authority  ? — Exactly. 

6980.  Do  you  not  think,  therefore,  that  these  valuation  rolls,  in  the  form  of  books, 
should  be  handed  over  to  the  local  authority  added  and  supported  by  a  certificate 
from  the  valuator  as  to  the  total  ? — Yes,  that  should  be  done. 

6981.  You  are  aware  that  that  has  not  been  done  in  the  past  ? — Yes;  but  the 
difficulty  comes  in  in  this  way  ;  the  valuator  hands  in  his  book  and  then  the  Court  sits 
upon  the  valuation.  You  could  not  add  and  sign  the  book  until  the  Court  has 
settled  that  everything  is  in  order.  Whilst  the  r  jli  is  before  the  Court  it  is  apt  to 
be  pulled  to  pieces,  so  that  you  oould  not  give  a  certificate  that  it  is  correct. 

6982.  It  is  perhaps  within  your  knowledge  that  these  books,  by  the  time  they 
have  reached  the  Municipal  Clerk,  have  been  in  such  a  condition  and  so  full  of 
alterations  and  erasures  that  he  could  make  any  number  of  additional  alterations  upon 
them,  and  no  one  would  know  whether  the  alterations  had  been  made  by  himself 
or  the  valuator  or  anyone  else  ? — That  is  so.  But  my  position  is  this,  that  I  hand  over 
my  book  at  the  Town  House,  then  attend  the  Court  of  Objections,  and  my  re¬ 
sponsibility  ceases  when  that  Court  closes 

6983.  Should  you,  then,  not  be  required  to  hand  in  a  signed  statement  with  an 
affixed  total,  which  total  should  be  deliberately  increased  or  decreased  by  the  Court  of 
Objections  ? — That  could  be  done. 

6984.  Should  it  not  be  done  ? — Yes.  If  you  are  prepared  to  pay  an  experienced 
man  properly  for  his  labour  and  trouble,  the  thing  might  be  done  in  a  much  better 
manner,  but  in  the  way  in  which  they  pay  at  the  present  moment,  and  in  the  way  in 
which  things  are  now  done,  there  are  sure  to  be  things  which  are  objectionable.  Now 
they  put  an  advertisement  in  the  paper  calling  for  tenders  for  the  work.  They  say  that 
the  lowest  tender  will  not  necessarily  be  accepted,  but  it  generally  works  out  that  the 
lowest  tender  is  accepted,  and  then,  if  a  man  finds  that  he  has  to  do  all  that  work  for 
that  small  amount  of  pay,  he  gets  careless  and  says  to  himself  that  he  is  only  getting 
so  much  for  the  work,  why  should  he  exert  himself.  They  should  fix  upon  a  man  and 
make  it  worth  his  while  to  do  the  thing  well. 

6985.  Are  you  aware  that  the  valuation  rolls  in  certain  places  are  in  such  a  state 
as  I  have  described,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  tell  whether  many  of  the  alterations  have 
been  made  legitimately  or  otherwise  ? — I  do  not  know,  but  I  would  not  be  at  all 
surprised  at  it. 

6986.  In  the  case  of  Woodstock  have  you  heard  of  complaints  in  that  direction  ? — 
No,  I  have  not ;  but  I  made  the  last  valuation  for  that  Council  and  they  say  that  it 
was  more  satisfactorily  done  than  former  ones. 

6987.  Do  you  know  that  an  investigation  took  place  at  Woodstock  by  a  Govern¬ 
ment  officer,  and  the  Council’s  attention  was  drawn  to  the  state  of  the  valuation  rolls, 
that  there  was  a  book  without  a  cover,  and  nothing  to  show  whether  all  the 
pages  were  there  or  not,  and  endless  alterations  of  amounts  and  so  forth  ? — I  did 
not  know  the  details. 

6988.  If  that  was  so  it  would  show  that  the  basis  upon  which  the  Council’s 
business  was  conducted  was  an  unsound  one  ? — Yes. 

6989.  Were  you  addressed  on  the  part  of  the  Council  on  that  subject  ? — No. 
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6990.  You  were  not  called  upon  by  the  Council  upon  that  point? — No,  hut  it 
must  have  been  a  very  slovenly  valuator  who  would  hand  over  his  valuation  roll  in  such 
a  state. 

6991.  And  it  must  have  been  a  slovenly  Council  which  would  accept  such  a  book 
from  a  valuator  ? — The  municipal  work  all  depends  upon  the  clerks  they  employ.  You 
may  employ  a  man  at  £100  or  £120  a  year  who  will  do  the  work  just  as  he  likes,  or 
you  might  employ  a  man  at  £600  a  year  and  his  system  would  be  quite  different. 
All  these  things  are  to  be  judged  by  experience. 

6992.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  admit  that  the  valuation  roll  is  of  suoh  importance 
that  it  should  be  a  true  and  authorised  one  ? — I  do. 

6993.  You  have  explained  that  the  variations  of  the  valuations  in  Divisional 
Council  properties  and  municipal  properties  are  due  to  the  difference  in  time  at  which 
they  are  made,  but  has  there  not  been  a  recognized  difference  made  in  the  valuing  for 
Divisional  Council  and  municipal  purposes  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  it. 

6994.  Are  you  not  aware  of  any  understanding  that  Divisional  Council  pro¬ 
perties  are  not  usually  so  highly  valued  as  Town  Council  properties  ? — No,  my  only 
reason  for  the  difference  that  exists  is  that  of  the  valuations  not  having  taken  place  at 
the  same  time. 

6995.  The  valuation  at  Woodstock  for  Municipal  purposes  having  taken  place  in 
one  year,  and  for  Divisional  Council  purposes  having  taken  place  at  an  earlier  period, 
would  you  not  expect  to  find  the  Municipal  valuation  higher  than  the  Divisional 
Council  valuation,  because  of  the  general  rise  in  property  ? — Yes. 

6996.  How  then  would  you  account  for  the  difference  in  a  valuation  which  shows 
the  Divisional  Council  valuation  at  more  than  the  Municipal  Council  valuation  ? — 
That  might  be  caused  by  the  clearing  off  of  a  number  of  properties  in  one  year  to  make 
a  vacant  piece  of  ground  on  which  to  build  a  huge  building  later  on,  and  the  valuation 
taking  place  whilst  the  land  is  practically  vaoant.  That  of  course  would  be  remedied 
in  a  very  short  time. 

6997.  But  without  those  circumstances  why  does  it  happen  that  one  finds 
properties  under  the  Divisional  Council  valuation  in  1899  higher  than  under  the 
Municipal  Council  valuation  in  1900  ? — I  cannot  say.  I  oan  only  speak  of  the 
valuation  which  I  made. 

6998.  You  cannot,  then,  tell  us  why  some  properties  are  rated  at  a  higher  figure 
in  the  earlier  valuation  roll  ? — I  cannot.  I  might  be  able  to  do  so  if  the  particular 
property  was  brought  to  my  notice. 

6999.  Would  you  not  when  making  your  Municipal  valuation  be  armed  with  the 
valuation  made  at  the  previous  valuation  ? — I  would  not  look  at  it  at  all.  If  I  was 
to  make  a  valuation  to-morrow  I  would  not  even  refer  to  my  own  previous  valuation. 
I  would  simply  take  each  property  as  I  found  it.  I  would  make  a  house  to  house 
valuation.  That  is  my  contract,  and  I  would  go  from  house  to  house  and  take  from 
four  to  five  months  in  doing  the  work.  While  I  am  engaged  upon  a  valuation  I  have 
to  start  every  morning  at  8  o’clock  and  stick  at  it  until  5  o’clock,  and  then  spend  every 
evening  until  11  o’clock  working  up  my  books. 

7000.  Do  you  mean  to  suggest  to  this  Commission  that  the  increase  in  the  value 
of  property  already  existing  in  Wynberg  a  year  ago,  has  been  as  much  as  £800,000 
within  a  year  ? — I  think  so.  At  any  rate  I  shall  have  to  face  the  Court  of  Objections 
upon  my  valuation  roll. 

7001.  And  you  will  really  contend  that  the  rise  in  Wynberg  property 
has  been  so,  much  ? — I  shall.  There  are  many  instances  which  I  could  quote 
to  the  Commission  to  bear  out  my  statement.  Take,  for  instance,  the  late 
Attorney-General,  Sir  James  Itose-Innes’s  property.  We  know  what  it  cost  him, 
and  we  know  that  it  was  recently  sold  for  £8,250.  Take  the  piece  of  ground  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Sauers.  A  syndicate  bought  that.  Compare  the  prices,  and  you  will  see 
how  property  has  gone  up  at  Wynberg, 

7002.  But  has  it  gone  up  anything  like  you  indicate  within  the  last  year  ? — 
Certainly  ;  Cape  Town  properties  even  within  the  last  eight  months  have  gone  up  in  a 
manner  somewhat  wonderful.  You  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that,  although  a 
number  of  our  population  are  going  away,  we  have  a  stream  of  population  coming  in.  I 
have  argued  the  question  with  some  very  good  men,  men  of  firm  standing  and  ability, 
and  they  have  asked  me  to  give  an  account  of  how  it  is  that  properties  are 
so  high.  My  answer  has  been  that  the  population  is  increasing  and  the  area  of  suitable 
land  is  getting  smaller  and  smaller.  We  are  gettiug  importations  into  the  country 
with  new  ideas,  and,  without  wishing  to  speak  of  any  one  class,  I  would  ask  you  to 
look  at  the  Jews  and  see  what  they  have  been  doing  during  the  past  two  years  in 
town.  They  buy  a  property  and  demolish  it  altogether,  simply  paying  for  the  land, 
but  they  build  upon  the  land  a  class  of  property  that  will  give  them  a  vastly  increased 
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rental.  They  will  build  a  property  with  shops  at  the  bottom  and  a  staircase  between 
each  couple  of  shops  to  the  three  or  four  storeys  which  are  above  the  shops.  Each 
•  storey  is  let  off  as  a  flat,  so  that  you  have  practical^  three  or  four  houses 
and  a  couple  of  shops  upon  a  piece  of  ground  which  formerly  only 
carried  a  couple  of  houses.  They  are  taking  all  the  wits  out  of  us  while 
we  are  sleeping.  When  we  awake  it  will  be  too  late.  Our  second  generation  and  our 
third  generation  will  be  at  sea  altogether  because  no  one  is  looking  after  them.  No 
one  is  studying  their  interests.  When  you  hear  of  a  property  sold  to-day  at  a  big 
price  you  stare,  and  ask  “  How  is  it  possible  ?”  but  the  Jew  will  show  you  how  it  is 
possible.  He  will  very  likely  sell  that  same  property  to-morrow  at  double  the  figure. 
You  must  look  these  facts  in  the  face.  You  must  not  forget  that  the  Colony  is  still 
going  forward.  If  you  do  you  are  making  a  great  mistake. 

7 003.  It  is  satisfactory  to  hear  you  taking  such  a  roseate  view  of  things,  but  to 
come  back  to  the  point,  you  assured  us  rjust  now  that  the  Town  Council  of  Wynberg 
did  not  instruct  you  to  increase  the  valuation  ? — They  never  did  so. 

7004.  Then  how  can  you  explain  the  statement  of  certain  ratepayers  that  when  they 
were  asked  to  answer  the  questions  of  the  valuator,  as  to  the  rent  they  were  paying 
and  the  other  points  he  raised,  they  were  assured  that  while  the  valuation  was  to 
be  very  largely  increased  they  would  be  compensated  by  a  lower  rate  ? — I  do  not 
remember  the  conversation.  It  may  be  that  certain  people  enquired  if  the  valuations 
were  to  be  increased,  and  that  I  said  to  them  that  if  I  made  a  valuation  I  made  a 
consistent  valuation,  and  it  would  be  better  to  have  a  consistent  valuation  with  a  low 
rate  than  an  inconsistent  valuation  with  a  high  rate. 

7005.  You  were  not  authorised  to  make  a  promise  of  a  lower  rate  ? — Certainly  not. 

7006.  You  were  not  competent  to  guarantee  a  lower  rate? — Certainly  not ;  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  might  have  said  that,  according  to  my  own  views,  a  lower 
rate  would  be  levied  than  the  last  one. 

7007.  You  were  only  expressing  a  pious  hope  and  not  making  any  promise  P — It 
was  not  a  promise.  It  might  have  been  a  conversation  after  the  valuation,  when  I  said 
that  I  thought  that  the  rates  would  be  less  than  was  the  case  last  year  because  the 
valuation  was  a  consistent  one.  I  remember  seeing  something  about  this  in  the  paper : 
a  gentleman  saying  that  I  had  increased  the  valuation  over  a  million,  and  that  the  rate 
instead  of  being  2d.  would  only  be  l|-d.  The  gentleman  who  gave  his  evidence  here 
must  have  gone  through  the  figures  or  he  would  not  have  been  able  to  give  his 
evidence. 

7008.  You  spoke  just  now  about  the  difficulties  which  you  had  met  in  your 
experience  as  a  valuator,  owing  to  people  not  being  obliged  to  answer  questions,  and 
that  if  these  difficulties  were  removed  by  legislation  your  work  would  be  very  much 
easier? — It  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  valuator  and  he  would  not  be 
subjected  to  insult. 

7009.  He  would  be  able  to  get  through  his  work  much  more  quickly,  too,  I 
suppose  ? — Yes. 

7010.  And  that  would  make  the  valuations  much  less  costly  ? — Yes,  undoubtedly. 
Let  me  give  you  an  instance  of  how  my  time  may  be  wasted.  Say  I  am  taking  the 
valuation  at  Wynberg.  I  knock  at  Mrs.  Gurney’s  door  to  ask  for  information.  The 
door  is  opened  perhaps  by  a  servant.  I  ask  whose  property  this  is,  and  the  answer 
will  be  “  I  don’t  know.”  I  will  then  send  the  servant  with  a  message  to  her  mistress, 
asking  these  questions.  Down  will  come  th«  answer,  “  These  are  questions  which  you 
must  go  to  Mr.  Gurney  about.  You  will  find  him  at  his  office  in  town,  and  he  will 
tell  you  everything.” 

7011.  Of  course  this  case  is  hypothetical;  it  is  not  actual  experience? — No,  it  is 
actual  experience.  I  am  not  picking  you  out  purposely. 

7012.  But  it  is  not  an  experience  which  took  place  at  my  house  ?  You  mean  it  is 
a  typical  thing  which  occurs  and  which  might  happen  at  Wynberg  ? — Yes,  and  all 
over. 

7013.  You  spoke  about  the  Courts  of  Objection,  as  at  present  constituted,  being 
in  favour  of  the  ratepayers  ? — Yes. 

7014.  Is  that  always  the  case  ?  — Not  always,  but  largely  so.  The  influence  of  the 
voter  upon  the  Councillor  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 

7015.  You  would  not  say  that  that  was  the  case  at  the  last  Court  of  the  Cape 
Town  Council  ? — No,  I  would  not  say  that. 

7016.  That  Court  was  not  in  favour  of  the  ratepayers? — No,  because  they  made 
increases  on  valuations,  but  I  will  say  that  that  was  not  the  case  at  the  Divisional 
Council  Court.  There,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Runciman,  and  Mr. 
Hare,  the  reductions  would  have  been  very  much  larger. 
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7017.  Mr.  Stewart.']  Was  the  abuse  to  which  you  referred  just  now  as  having 
beeD  subjected  to,  received  from  Civil  servants  ? — Oh,  dear  no;  it  was  not  from  any 
one  class  in  particular. 

7018.  You  referred  to  the  conditions  of  pay,  and  you  said  that  the  higher  the  pay 
for  a  valuation  the  better  the  chance  for  a  good  valuation  ? — I  would  not  say  that 
altogether. 

7019.  But  I  gathered  from  your  evidence  that  the  effect  of  reducing  the  payment 
for  valuations  generally  was  to  get  bad  valuations  ? — Yes,  I  was  referring  to  some  of 
the  suburban  Municipalities,  which  are  in  the  habit  of  giving  from  £30  to  £50  for  a 
valuation,  with  the  consequence  that  men  get  careless  about  their  work. 

7020.  You  mean  that,  generally,  in  cases  where  the  remuneration  is  too  small,  the 
work  is  badly  done  ? — Exactly. 

7021.  Chairman.]  There  is  now  no  authority  to  approve  of  a  valuer  ?  There  is  no 
check  on  the  Municipality  or  Divisional  Council  in  taking  what  valuator  they  please  ? 
They  can  appoint  whom  they  like  at  whatever  pay  they  like  ?— By  the  Act  they  must 
call  for  tenders. 

7022.  Dr.  Anderson.]  There  have  been  cases  in  which  the  Court  of  Objections  has 
increased  the  valuation  ? — Certainly. 

7023.  Has  that  oocurred  in  other  Courts  besides  the  Cape  Town  Court  ? — Some  of 
the  Courts  have  not  got  the  power,  but  the  Court  of  the  Cape  Town  Council  has  got 
that  power  under  their  Act. 

7024.  Dr.  Gregory.]  On  what  basis  would  you  fix  the  remuneration  to  be  paid 
to  valuators? — As  a  valuator  myself  I  would  not  like  to  give  an  answer  to  a  question 
of  that  sort. 

7025.  Would  you  fix  it  on  a  percentage  of  the  valuation  ? — No,  that  would  be 
something  enormous.  I  would  say  this,  that  I  would  fix  the  valuator’s  salary  at  a 
certain  amount  per  annum. 

7026.  Chairman.]  With  reference  to  the  difference  between  Municipal  and 
Divisional  Council  valuations,  did  you  make  the  valuation  at  Rondebosch  last  year  ? — 
I  did  not. 

7027.  You  have  not  been  employed  at  Rondebosch  ? — No.  Mr.  Fock  has 

generally  undertaken  the  valuation  of  Rondebosch. 

7028.  I  see  that  the  Municipal  properties  in  Rondebosch  on  the  31st  December 
last  year  were  put  down  at  £841,000,  and  yet  for  the  Divisional  Council  valuation,  on 
the  17th  March  of  this  year — 2^  months  afterwards — they  were  put  down  at 
£1,018,000.  How  would  you  account  for  that  ? — I  can  give  no  information  upon 
that  point.  I  am  only  speaking  for  myself  and  the  work  I  have  actually  done. 

7029.  You  could  not  say  whether  it  was  owing  to  the  different  methods  of  valua¬ 
tion  or  to  difference  in  the  areas  valued  ? — I  could  not. 
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TUESDAY,  13th  MAY,  1902. 

Present : 


Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 
Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
Mr.  Lawrence. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers. 


Messrs.  Frederick  Hermanns  Schundorf  Hugo  (Mayor  of  Simonstown)  and  William 
Smale  Gillard  (Town  Clerk  of  Simonstown)  further  examined.  \_Mr.  Gillard 
answered  most  questions.] 


7030;  Chairman.]  Is  there  anything  more  you  would  like  to  say,  Mr.  Hugo,  on 
the  question  of  the  water  supply  to  Simonstown  ? — Only  that  we  should  like  the 
Admiralty  to  give  us  an  increased  contribution. 

7031.  With  regard  to  Noordhoek,  we  had  some  evidence  given  to  us  yesterday  to 
the  effect  that  nothing  had  been  done  by  the  Ealk  Bay  Municipality.  Now  in  view 
of  that,  would  the  Simonstown  Council  be  prepared  to  move  in  the  matter  ? — We 
should  be  prepared  to  move  in  the  matter  if  you  have  been  correctly  informed  that 
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nothing  has  been  done  by  Kalk  Bay,  but  I  may  say  that  we  sent  our  Engineer  to  the 
Kalk  Bay  Municipality  to  ascertain  how  matters  stood,  and  he  brought  back  a  verbal 
report  that  the  Kalk  Bay  Municipality  had  bought  all  the  rights  to  the  water  at 
Noordhoek  for  £300  or  £350.  We  went  really  to  the  Silver  Mine  Stream,  which  is  in 
the  distriot  of  Noordhoek. 

7032.  When  was  that  ? — About  a  month  ago. 

7033.  Is  that  Engineer  still  in  the  employ  of  your  Town  Council  ? — Yes. 

7034.  What  is  his  name  ? — Mr.  Attridge. 

7035.  Could  he  come  here  to  give  evidence  ? — Yes,  and  I  am  speaking  of  what  is 
called  the  Silver  Mine  Stream  ;  the  other,  Noordhoek,  is  away  to  the  right  hand  side. 

(Mr.  Gillard  pointed  out  on  the  map  the  locality). 

7036.  That  covers  the  whole  of  what  would  be  used  as  a  collecting  area? — I 
understood  so  ;  we  did  not  prosecute  our  inquiry  further  when  the  Town  Clerk  of 
Kalk  Bay  said  that  his  Municipality  had  bought  those  rights.  We  gave  our  instruc¬ 
tions  distinctly  to  the  Engineer  to  go  over  there  and  to  follow  the  stream  with  a  view 
of  ascertaining  whether  we  had  simply  been  gauging  the  overflow  of  the  Kalk  Bay 
reservoir  or  not,  but  when  the  Engineer  saw  the  Town  Clerk  and  got  that  information 
he  returned  without  going  any  further. 

7037.  Can  you  point  out  the  exact  spot  on  the  plan  where  they  built  the  Kalk 
Bay  reservoir  ? — I  cannot,  but  I  could  point  out  the  other  sources  on  Mr.  Lancaster’s 
farm. 

7038.  Those  are  fed  by  Elsjes  River? — Yes. 

.  7039.  Mr.  Steivart.~\  The  Noordhoek  that  you  refer  to,  Mr.  Hugo,  faces  towards 
the  Atlantic? — No,  towards  Muizenberg. 

7040.  Yes,  but  where  does  the  water  on  this  farm  Noordhoek  drain  to  ? — To  that 
side  ;  I  am  speaking  of  the  Silver  Mine. 

7041.  To  whom  does  the  Silver  Mine  farm  belong  ? — Mr.  Carsten. 

7042.  Through  whom  did  you  propose  to  buy  the  water  ? — Through  Mr.  Colyn, 
but  it  was  Mr.  Carsten’s  farm.  Mr.  Colyn  simply  came  to  us  in  the  position  of  a  broker 
and  offered  us  the  concern. 

7043.  Where  does  this  water  flow  to  ? — To  Fish  HoekBay. 

7044.  Now,  has  the  water  which  fed  the  upper  part  of  the  river  been  intercepted  ? 
— So  we  were  told  by  the  proprietor. 

7 045.  In  other  words,  the  Kalk  Bay  Municipality  utilises  a  portion  of  the  catchment 
area  above  the  point  where  you  propose  to  take  the  water  ? — So  we  were  told  ;  that  is  to 
say,  that  we  would  only  be  getting  the  overflow,  but  whether  this  is  so  or  not  we  can¬ 
not  say.  We  are  told  that  it  was  Carsten’s  water  that  Colyn  wanted  to  sell,  but  the 
Engineer  could  give  you  better  information  as  he  was  deputed  by  the  Municipality  to 
go  and  see  about  the  matter, 

7046.  The  farm  where  you  propose  to  take  the  water :  is  that  called  Noord  Hoek  ? 
— No,  Silver  Mine. 

7047.  Asa  matter  of  fact,  Noord  Hoek  farm  is  quite  a  different  farm  ? — Yes,  and 
it  is  not  a  farm — it  is  a  village. 

7048.  And  the  water  passes  through  the  farm  or  village  called  Noord  Hoek,  and 
enters  the  Atlantic  ? — Yes,  at  Chapman’s  Bay. 

7049.  It  flows  into  the  sea  on  the  Western  side  of  the  Peninsula? — Yes,  but  the 
streams  flow  altogether  in  different  directions. 

7050.  As  a  matter  of  fact  Noord  Hoek  is  in  one  catchment  area  and  Silver  Mine 
Stream  in  another  catchment  area — entirely  different  catchment  areas  ? — Yes.  At 
Noord  Hoek  there  are  about  twenty  or  thirty  farm  houses,  and  there  is  also  a 
stream  of  water,  but  it  will  never  do  to  bring  that  to  Simonstown. 

7051.  Chairman .]  How  far  is  Simonstown  from  Silver  Mine  ? — I  think  about  two 
hours. 

7052.  About  ten  or  twelve  miles  ? — Yes. 

7053.  Do  you  know  the  place  called  Orange  Kloof  farm  ? — At  Hout  Bay  ? 

7054.  Yes. — I  know  that  place. 

7055.  How  far  is  that  from  Simonstown? — I  cannot  say;  Wynberg  is  at  least 
about  16  miles,  and  I  daresay  Orange  Kloof  would  be  about  another  ten  miles. 

7056.  Mr.  Steicart.~\  There  is  a  large  range  of  mountains  between  ? — Yes,  between 
Orange  Klcof  and  Table  Mountain,  and  also  on  the  other  side. 

7057.  Chairman.~\  Now,  Mr.  Hugo,  what  do  you  do  about  drainage  in  Simons¬ 
town  ?  Have  you  any  pipes  or  sewers  put  down  ? — Oh  yes,  through  the  whole  town, 
with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of  it,  at  the  back  of  Seaforth,  where  no  drainage  exists 
as  yet. 

7058.  Are  most  of  the  houses  connected  ? — Yes,  and  we  are  connecting  some  now. 

70*59.  Are  there  any  water-closets? — Oh  yes. 
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7060.  Then  you  have  very  little  done  by  the  tub  system  ? — Yes  ;  but  we  have  a 
little  done  because  we  are  so  curiously  situated.  There  are  those  poor  people  in  what  I 
might  call  the  back  slums. 

7061.  Have  you  any  idea  of  how  many  houses  have  water-closets  ? — Roughly 
speaking,  about  250. 

7062.  And  is  there  enough  water  for  them  to  use  all  the  year  round? — Not  all 
the  year  round. 

7063.  Then  what  is  done  when  the  water  is  scarce  ? — The  water  is  cut  off  during 
stated  hours  in  the  day  when  we  find  it  becomes  scarce. 

7064.  And  the  people  have  to  do  the  best  they  can  ?'  —  Yes. 

7065.  You  have  no  salt  water  installation  there? — No,  except  for  the  streets. 

7066.  What  does  it  cost  you  to  work  the  tub  system  amongst  the  poorer  class? — 
They  pay  sixpence  per  pail  for  each  removal. 

7067.  Do  you  make  that  an  extra  charge  in  addition  to  the  rates? — Yes,  that  is 
an  extra  charge. 

7068.  Have  you  any  statement  showing  the  amount  of  revenue  derived  from  that 
source  as  compared  with  the  cost  of  working  ? — We  do  it  at  a  very  small  loss — it 
nearly  pays  Jor  itself. 

7069.  Do  you  have  it  done  by  a  contractor  ? — No,  it  is  done  by  our  own  men; 
for  the  last  five  years  it  has  only  cost  the  Council  about  £200. 

7070.  A  year? — No,  that  is  the  amount  for  the  whole  five  years. 

7071.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  That  is  your  loss  from  revenue  ?— - Yes. 

7072.  Chairman .]  And  that  becomes  a  charge  upon  the  rates  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

7073.  Where  is  all  that  collection  deposited  ? — It  is  deposited  in  the  sea  at 
Mackerel  Bay. 

7074.  How  far  from  Simonstown? — About  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

7075.  Is  it  deposited  on  the  sea-shore  ? — No,  in  the  water. 

7076.  How  is  it  done? — The  men  empty  the  pails  into  the  sea. 

7077.  They  walk  in  and  deposit  it? — Oh,  yes,  and  then  the  ourrent  carries  it 
away. 

7078.  Does  it  disappear  ? — Yes. 

7079.  There  is  a  good  tidal  flow  there  ? — Oh,  yes. 

7080.  Is  that  where  the  sewerage  pipes  of  the  Municipality  have  their  outfall  ?  — 
No,  the  sewerage  outfalls  are  facing  the  town  proper.  There  are  three  outfalls — one 
at  the  Town  Pier,  one  at  the  Railway  Station,  and  one  at  Cole  Point. 

7081.  Who  engineered  these  for  you  ? — With  the  exception  of  one,  I  think  the 
Council  engineered  them  themselves. 

7082.  What  kind  of  outfalls  are  they  ?  Are  they  iron  pipe  outfalls? — Yes,  into 
the  sea. 

7083.  And  the  pipe  goe3  some  distance  into  the  water? — Yes;  I  may  say  that 
the  Engineer  of  the  Dockyard  some  years  ago  prepared  the  plans  for  the  outfall  at  the 
Railway  Station  and  Town  Pier. 

7084.  Is  there  any  nuisance  resulting  from  that  ? — No. 

7085.  All  the  sewage  is  carried  away  by  the  current? — Oh,  yes;  the  current  is 
very  strong  there.  To  give  an  instance  :  sometime  ago  the  “  Gibraltar” lost  a  torpedo 
at  her  moorings  and  it  was  washed  up  at  Somerset  West.  There  was  another  instance 
where  a  man  was  drowned  at  Simon’s  Bay  and  was  afterwards  washed  up  at  Muizenberg 
It  has  also  happened  that  spars  have  dropped  into  the  water  at  the  Admiralty  pier  and 
have  washed  up  at  Muizenberg  at  the  spot  where  the  rocks  line  the  water. 

■  7086.  Mr.  Lawrence .]  Are  the  removals  compulsory  ? — Yes,  once  a  week. 

7087.  Do  you  find  that  sufficient  ? — Yes,  quite  sufficient. 

7088.  Have  you  had  any  complaints  from  Muizenberg  to  the  effect  that  the 
sanitary  arrangements  of  Simonstown  interfere  with  them,  owing  to  sewage  washing 
up  on  their  beach  ? — No.  Before  the  advent  of  the  plague,  I  may  sav,  the  removals 
used  to  take  place  every  fortnight,  but  since  then  we  have  made  it  weekly. 

7089.  Have  you  had  any  complaints  from  Somerset  West  Strand  ? — None. 

7090.  Chairman.']  In  the  matter  of  your  streets  and  roads,  Mr.  Hugo,  have  you 
any  difficulty  in  Simonstown  ? — In  what  way  do  you  mean  ? 

7091.  Do  the  south-easters  blow  your  roads  to  pieces  sometimes? — It  is  not 
exactly  the  south-east  wind,  but  it  is  the  sand  which  cuts  up  the  roads,  just  the  same 
as  you  would  cut  them  with  a  saw. 

7092.  Do  the  south-easters  sometimes  cover  up  your  road6  with  sand? — Yes,  if 
there  should  be  a  stoppage  place  for  the  sand  on  the  road  it  soon  accumulates  through 
the  action  of  the  wind. 

7093.  Is  that  a  source  of  expense  and  trouble  to  the  Municipality? — No,  but  it  is 
to  the  Divisional  Council,  because  it  is  outside  the  Municipal  area. 
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7 094.  In  the  town  proper  you  are  not  troubled  in  that  way  ? — No. 

7095.  Well  now,  the  Divisional  Council  levies  a  rate  upon  property  within  the 
Municipal  area  of  Simonstown  ? — Yes. 

7096.  What  does  that  amount  to? — I  could  not  tell  you  at  the  present  moment. 

7097.  Do  you  know  the  length  of  road  which  the  Divisional  Council  maintains  in 
Simonstown  ? — About  a  mile  in  the  town. 

7098.  And  in  the  district  ?  —  Well,  there  a^e  three  or  four  roads  in  the  district. 
There  is  one  road  which  is  at  least  about  8  miles  in  length,  and  then  there  is  another 
one  which  may  he  described  as  “  a  nice  sand  path,”  and  which  has  to  be  maintained  at 
a  very  great  cost  by  the  Divisional  Council,  as  it  requires  to  be  put  into  repair  after 
every  shower  of  rain.  Then  there  is  another  road  to  Kalk  Bay. 

7099.  In  all,  you  say,  about  8  miles  ? — Oh,  no,  that  is  the  length  of  only  one  road 
— that  is  the  road  to  Wildschutbrand. 

7100.  Is  that  in  the  district  of  Simonstown  ? — Yes. 

7101.  I  want  to  know  the  total  length  of  road  that  the  Divisional  Council 
maintains  in  your  district  ? — I  could  not  tell  you,  but  it  is  certainly  much  more  than 
8  miles. 

7102.  Are  those  all  within' the  Divisional  Council  Ward  of  Simonstown? — Yes, 
as  far  as  I  know. 

7103.  Mr.  Lawrence .]  And  Noord  Hoek  ? — That  is  a  branch  of  a  Divisional 
Council  road;  it  is  about  four  miles  from  Fish  Hoek  to  Noord  Hoek. 

7104.  Chairman.']  I  wanted  the  length  of  road  that  the  Divisional  Council 
maintains  in  your  Ward  or  Field -cornetcy  ? — We  have  about  three  Field-cornetcies  in 
our  district,  but  would  not  the  Commission  like  me  to  send  in  this  information  ? 

7105.  Yes.  I  have  here  a  return  from  the  Divisional  Council  showing  the 
revenue  obtained  by  the  Council  from  your  ward.  I  wanted  to  have  your  aocount  of 
what  the  Council  does  for  you  ? — I  will  send  you  in  the  correot  length. 

7106.  Main  roads  and  branch  roads  ? — Exactly. 

7107.  And  I  shall  he  glad  if  you  would  distinguish  between  roads  that  are  within 
the  Municipality  proper  and  roads  that  are  thereout  ? — Yes,  I  see. 

7108.  In  the  Municipality  itself  the  Divisional  Council  have  only  one  mile  of  road 
to  maintain  ? — Yes,  the  main  street. 

7109.  Do  you  know  what  that  costs  them  ? — I  could  not  tell  that. 

7110.  You  don’t  want  the  Divisional  Council  to  get  out  of  maintaining  that  one 
mile  of  road  ? — Well,  no ;  as  long  as  we  go  ou  as  we  have  gone  on  we  are  satisfied,  and 
I  may  say  that  with  regard  to  the  district  outside,  1  think  the  Municipality  of  Simons¬ 
town  has  been  particularly  blessed  by  the  Divisional  Council. 

7111.  You  don’t  want  to  change  the  arrangement-? — No,  not  unless  we  could  see 
a  better  arrangement  proposed. 

7112.  Would  you  like,  as  a  Municipality,  to  maintain  that  road? — If  we  must  do 
it  I  suppose  we  must  do  it,  but  I  maintain  that  Simonstown  should  not  be  taxed,  and 
that  the  Glovernment  should  pay  the  taxes  of  the  town.  The  whole  of  South  Afrioa  is 
benefited  by  Simonstown,  and,  therefore,  this  money  should  come  out  of  the  general 
revenue  of  the  country.  If  they  had  not  a  man-of-war  at  Simonstown  to  protect  South 
Africa,  what  would  they  do  then  ? 

7113.  Let  us  confine  ourselves  to  Divisional  Council  matters? — Yes,  sir,  but  these 
things  are  in  one’s  bosom  and  they  will  flow  out;  one  cannot  help  it. 

7114.  As  a  Municipality,  you  are  not  particularly  anxious  to  take  over  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  road  ? — Personally,  I  don’t  mind,  but  I  think  it  would  be  a  matter  for 
the  Council  to  give  their  opinion,  though  as  far  as  I  am  concerned  it  could  be  taken 
over  to-morrow. 

7115.  'To  maintain  it  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  Municipality  ? — No,  we  are  too 
poor  down  there. 

7116.  That  is  the  point :  are  you  able  to  maintain  it  or  not? — At  the  present 
moment  we  are  not  able. 

7117.  Supposing  that  you  got  the  rates  which  the  Divisional  Council  receive 
from  you  ? — -Then  I  think  we  might  maintain  them. 

7118.  Do  you  know  what  the  Divisional  Council  raises  now  ? — No  ;  I  wish  to 
give  my  opinion  independently,  and  only  on  matters  I  know  personally. 

7119.  There  was  a  resolution  adopted  by  Conference  which  was  considered  by 
your  Municipality  ;  can  you  tell  us  what  the  result  was  ? — That  the  Council  would  take 
over  the  control  of  the  Divisional  read  from  the  Railway  Station  to  Oatlands  Bay. 

7120.  How  much,  about  ? — Two  miles,  and  that  was  with  the  understanding,  of 
course,  that  the  Divisional  Council  levied  no  rate  in  Simonstown.  Then,  of  course, 
the  Municipal  Council  would  be  in  a  position  to  levy  the  increased  rate,  besides  it 
would  do  away  with  dual  control.  We  find  it  very  difficult  at  times,  because  if  we 
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want  to  lay  a  drain  in  the  main  street  we  have  to  approach  the  Divisional  Council  in 
the  matter,  and  the  same  with  our  water  pipes.  There  is  no  friction,  it  is  true,  but  it 
is  very  unpleasant  sometimes  to  work  with  the  two  bodies,  and  the  Council  considered 
that  they  should  have  the  whole  control  of  that  road. 

7121.  The  Municipal  Council  resolved  that  it  would  be  in  favour  of  taking  over 
the  maintenance  of  that  portion  of  the  main  road  that  passes  through  the  town.  on 
condition  that  the  Divisional  Council  ceases  to  rate  property  within  the  Municipal 
area  ? — Yes,  that  is  so.  We  have  a  Municipal  and  Divisional  rate  at  present,  and  the 
Council  considered  that  there  should  be  no  Divisional  rate. 

7122.  Was  the  Municipal  Council  aware  that  at  that  time  the  Divisional  Council’s 
outlay  on  that  piece  of  road  was  about  £1,000,  while  all  the  rates  levied  “by  them  in 
the  whole  of  the  Simonstcwn  Municipal  area  was  only  about  lijilf  that  amount  ? — 
Yes,  they  knew  that,  but  they  considered  that  they  would  be  able  to  maintain  the  road 
at  a  lesser  cost  than  the  Divisional  Council. 

7123.  Was  there  no  proposal  made  with  regard  to  a  contribution  to  roads  outside 
the  Municipal  area  ? — I  don’t  know. 

7124.  They  rejected  that  part  of  the  resolution  passed  by  Conference? — I  don’t 
know  whether  that  was  considered  cr  not. 

7125.  Could  you  send  us  a  copy  of  the  Minute  of  the  Municipal  Council  when 
this  discussion  took  place  ? — Yes. 

7126.  About  the  subject  of  lighting  :  have  you  anything  to  say  ?  Have  you  got 
.  the  electric  light  there  ? — So. 

7127.  How  do  you  light  the  houses  ? — With  paraffin  lamps. 

7128.  You  have  no  gas? — No. 

7129.  You  are  not  particularly  interested  in  the  subject  of  electric  light? — We 
started  that  subject  long  ago;  we  wanted  the  Navy  to  join  us  so  as  to  have  one 
compact  concern  togother,  but  up  to  the  present  moment  nothing  has  been  done. 

7130.  Are  there  any  wash-houses  in  Simoastown? — No,  but  there  are  wash  places 
where  the  Malay  women  wash.  It  is  on  a  piece  of  ground  belonging  to  Mrs. 
Anderson. 

7131.  Does  the  Municipality  look  after  that  and  prevent  nuisances  occurring 
there  ? — Yes,  our  Inspector  goes  round. 

7132.  Where  does  the  water  come  from? — They  get  the  water  from  the  Munici¬ 
pality  ;  formerly  there  was  what  was  called  a  Malay  tank,  out  of  which  they  were 
supplied. 

7133.  Have  you  any  plans  for  increasing  your  drainage  scheme? — Yes,  several ; 
and  we  are  having  some  more  made. 

7134.  Who  is  designing  them  for  you  ? — Mr.  Attridge,  the  Town  Engineer  of 
Simonstown. 

7135.  Are  the  plans  so  far  prepared  that  we  could  see  them  ? — No;  we  cannot 
prepare  the  plans  definitely,  because  at  Seaforth  there  are  a  lot  of  houses  being  built  so 
that  the  plan  at  present  is  only  temporary.  The  docks  are  taking  in  the  whole  of  the 
space,  and  of  course  we  will  have  to  see  how  things  develop,  so  that  the  present  plan  is 
only  for  the  temporary  drainage  there ;  we  would  have  to  consult  the  Docks  people ; 
besides  the  great  difficulty  is  that  we  want  money. 

7136.  You  don’t  want  any  alteration  in  your  Municipal  boundary  ? — We  have  no 
suggestion  of  that  kind  at  present,  but  the  time  is  coming  when  we  will  have  to  ask  for 
further  extension. 

7137.  But  not  immediately? — No,  wo  can  wait  a  little,  but  we  will  require  more 
land  for  native  locations,  and  I  understand  that  there  are  about  2,000  people  coming 
out  from  England,  so  that  a  good  many  more  houses  will  he  built. 

7138.  What  is  the  number  of  the  natives  in  the  location  there?— In  each  of  the 
two  locations  there  are  from  200  to  300  natives. 

7139.  And  at  the  present  time,  are  those  natives  under  any  kind  of  control,  or  do 
they  go  Bind  build  their  huts  wherever  they  like  ? — No,  we  point  out  a  spotwhere  they  could 
build  and  they  must  keep  within  that  area.  We  have  now  a  headman  among  the  Kafirs 
whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  the  sanitary  arrangements  are  provided  for. 

7140.  Is  that  within  the  Municipal  boundaries  proper  ? — Oh  yes,  within  a  quarter 
of  an  hour’s  walk  of  the  railway  station ;  that  is  where  the  Municipal  Location  is. 
The  other  is  a  private  location. 

7141.  Dr.  Gregory.']  What  is  the  area  of  your  own  Municipal  Location? — I 
suppose  100  yards  square. 

7142.  And  how  many  huts  are  there  on  it  ? — I  could  not  tell  you  the  exact 
number  at  the  moment,  but  I  should  say  about  80. 

7143.  And  what  kind  of  huts  are  they  ? — Some  of  them  are  built  of  wood  and  iron 
and  some  are  built  of  the  ordinary  wattle. 
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7144.  And  some  are  built  of  rubbish  that  is  collected  ? — I  don’t  think  now ;  we 
destroyed  all  those  huts  when  the  Plague  was  on. 

.  7145.  How  many  people  inhabit  these  huts? — From  200  to  300,  but  the  number 
varies,  as  they  come  and  go  from  time  to  time. 

7146.  Do  they  pay  the  Council  any  rent  ? — No,  they  only  pay  sanitary  fees. 

7147.  You  just  allow  them  to  squat  there? — We  have  no  authority  under  the 
Municipal  Act  to  provide  a  Location.  We  simply  do  this  in  order  to  keep  the  Kafirs 
under  our  eyes  and  under  the  eyes  of  the  police. 

7 148.  On  whose  hdvice  do  you  say  that  you  have  no  powers  to  provide  a  Location  ? 
—  From  the  Act  we  understand  that  we  have  not  got  the  power.  We  understand  that 
we  must  have  a  new  Act  of  Parliament  for  that  purpose. 

7149.  Are  you  .aware  that  every  Municipality  up-country  has  established  its  own 
Location  ? — I  believe  that  they  have  a  speoial  Act  of  Parliament.  We  asked 
for  information  not  long  ago  on  the  subject,  and  we  got  the  regulations  from 
East  London  and  Beaufort  West,  from  which  we  found  that  the  locations  there  were 
established  under  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

7150.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  you  have  the  power  to  establish  a  Location  and 
also  to  frame  regulations  for  its  good  order  and  sanitation,  and  besides  you  have 
additional  powers  given  to  you  under  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act? — (No 
answer). 

7151.  What  sanitary  control  have  you  over  these  men  ? — We  have  appointed  a 
headman  over  them.  * 

7152.  When  did  you  appoint  him  ? — During  the  plague,  and  after  the  plague  was 
over  the  Council  thought  that  his  services  were  no  longer  required  and  he  was  discharged, 
but  soon  after  his  discharge  our  Sanitary  Inspector  found  that  the  sanitary  conditions 
were  not  what  we  would  like  them  to  be,  aud  the  headman  was  again  taken  on. 

7153.  You  are  aware  that  the  Resident  Magistrate  of  Simonstown  had  to  report 
very  strongly  on  the  condition  of  the  location  about  a  week  or  two  ago,  especially  as 
regards  the  condition  of  the  huts,  because  of  the  way  in  which  they  were  allowed  to  be 
put  up,  and  owing  to  a  collection  of  rubbish  surrounding  them  ? — I  remember  the 
report,  but  in  so  far  as  the  rubbish  is  concerned  I  think  it  referred  to  the  Town  rubbish 
heap  and  not  to  the  rubbish  of  the  location. 

7154.  But  the  rubbish  is  deposited  just  in  front  of  the  location  ? — Below  the 
location. 

7155.  Close  to  it  ?— Yes,  but  the  rubbish  is  burning  all  day.  I  may  say  that  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported  at  last  night’s  meeting  of  the  Council  that  the 
sanitary  arrangements  in  connection  with  the  location  were  very  favourable. 

7156.  Who  is  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health?— Dr.  Morley  Hoare. 

7157.  When  did  you  say  he  made  that  report  ? — Last  night,  although  I  must 

point  out  his  report  was  for  the  month  of  April,  but  it  was  read  at  last  night’s 
meeting  of  the  Council.  » 

7158.  Under  a  misapprehension  you  have  considered  that  you  cannot  establish  a 
location  on  proper  lines  and  charge  rents  ? — Yes. 

7159.  Now  presuming  that  you  could;  would  the  Council  be  prepared  to  establish 
one  ? — I  may  say  that  this  question  came  before  the  Council  upon  it  being  brought  to 
their  notice  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  as  to  the  desirability  of  establishing  a  proper 
location  ;  the  Council  then  considered  the  matter  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
only  place  where  they  could  have  a  proper  location  with  safety  was  on  the  top  of  Red 
Hill.  Since  then  nothing  has  been  done.  They  must  first  make  proper  provision  for 
a  place  for  the  location  before  it  can  be  established. 

7160.  What  do  you  mean  by  safety  ? — Public  health  and  public  safety. 

7161.  Then  as  your  present  location  is  not  on  Red  Hill,  it  is  a  danger  to  public 
health  ? — No,  I  would  not  say  that.  At  the  time  I  speak  of  there  were  only  about 
150  or  200  Kafirs  to  provide  for,  and  we  are  now  told  that  we  might  expect  2,000. 

7162.  As  a  matter  of  fact  have  not  your  location  arrangements  been  the  subject 
of  representation  to  the  Council,  not  only  by  the  Government  but  by  the  Admiralty  as 
well  ?— Not  by  the  Admiralty,  as  far  as  I  remember  ;  only  by  the  Resident 
Magistrate. 

7163.  Some  time  ago  you  had  your  looation  just  above  the  reservoir,  so  that  the 
drainage  from  it  and  the  filth  accumulated  there,  were  only  prevented  from  getting 
into  the  water  by  an  intercepting  trench  having  been  dug  above  the  reservoir  ? — 
We  did  that  to  suit  the  Admiralty.  We  had  some  stores  there  and  we  allowed  the 
Admiralty  to  use  them  temporarily  for  the  occupation  of  some  refugees  working  on 
the  Naval  Hospital.  It  was  merely  an  act  of  kindness  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 

7164.  Chairman.']  That  is  done  away  with  now  ? — Oh  yes. 

7165.  Dr.  Gregory .  ]  Yes,  but  there  were  a  number  of  shanties  up  there  occupied 
by  women  and  children  ? — Yes. 
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7166.  Where  did  Sir  John  Jackson  place  his  location  ? — Above  the  cemetery. 

7167.  Is  that  Municipal  land  ? — No,  that  is  on  land  reserved  for  defence  purposes. 

7168.  He  had  not  to  obtain  your  sanction  ?— Oh,  yes. 

7169.  And  under  whose  sanitary  control  is  this  location  ? — Under  our  control, 
and  it  is  looked  after  by  our  Sanitary  Inspector. 

7170.  And  who  deals  with  the  removals? — We  do. 

7171.  Who  pays  the  sanitary  charges  ? — Sir  John  Jackson,  Limited. 

7172.  How  many  persons  are  there  in  this  location  ? — About  250. 

7173.  What  sanitary  rate  do  you  charge  for  the  Municipal  Location? — We 
charge  a  man  and  a  woman  3d.  each  per  week  and  a  single  man  6d. 

7174.  And  what  sanitary  accommodation  is  there  for  their  use  ? — They  have 
closets  with  sanitary  pails,  and  we  make  the  removals. 

7175.  How  many  of  these  closets  are  there  ? — I  think  four. 

7176.  Four  closets  for  250  people  ? — Yes. 

7177.  And  what  is  the  amount  of  revenue  that  you  get  from  them  in  sanitary 
rates? — It  varies  very  much.  For  some  time  before  we  appointed  the  man  as  head 
man  we  got  him  to  collect  the  rates  for  us,  and  we  used  to  pay  him  half  the  amount 
collected.  As  far  as  I  remember  he  used  to  bring  me  about  15s.  a  week,  but  the 
amount  varied  very  much. 

7178.  So  that  he  would  take  7s.  6d.  of  that  15s.? — No,  he  gave  me  15s.  for  the 

Council,  and  his  share  would  also  have  come  to  15s.  This  collection  was  made  by  the 
man  who  is  head  man  now.  * 

7179.  And  you  used  to  give  him  50  per  cent,  of  what  is  paid  for  collecting  the 
rates  ? — Yes. 

7180.  Is  that  the  only  rent  or  charge  made  upon  the  people  there? — Yes. 

7181.  I)o  they  earn  any  wages  ? — Yes. 

7182.  What  is  the  average  amount  of  wages  they  earn  ? — 4s. 

7183.  Chairman^]  Per  day  ? — Yes. 

7184.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  Do  you  not  consider  that,  whether  white  or  coloured,  no 
olass  of  person  should  be  allowed  to  live  rent  free  on  the  Municipal  ground? — Yes;  but 
as  I  have  stated  before,  we  were  under  the  impression  that  we  could  not  establish  a 
location,  and  that  therefore  we  could  not  charge  the  proper  fees. 

7185.  But  you  practically  have  established  a  location  without  controlling  it  ? — I 
cannot  say  that  we  have  done  that,  but  we  thought  it  desirable  in  the  interest  of  the 
public  to  point  out  a  place  where  these  people  could  locate  themselves  rather  than 
having  them  all  round  the  town. 

7186.  In  other  words,  you  have  permitted  a  location? — Yes,  with  the  advice  and 
sanotion  of  the  then  Resident  Magistrate. 

7187.  And  it  is  within  your  knowledge  that  all  up-country  towns,  no  matter  how 
small  they  are,  control  their  own  locations  ?- -I  am  not  aware  that  all  do  that,  but  as 
far  as  my  enquiries  have  gone  that  is  the  case. 

7188.  So  that  Simonstown  is  rather  an  exception  in  the  Colony  in  regard  to  its 
location  ? — As  far  as  I  know.  I  may  state  that  Mr.  Runciman;  who  was  Mayor  at 
the  time,  was  also  of  opinion  that  we  had  not  the  power  to  provide  a  location,  and 
I  thought  that  he  had  some  authority  for  holding  that  view. 

7189.  You'  should  have  the  power,  you  think,  to  force  the  Kafirs  to  live  in  a 
location  which  has  been  properly  established  ? — Oh  yes,  we  should  be  able  to  compel 
the  Kafirs  to  be  within  their  location  limits  at  a  certain  time,  which  is  the  case  at 
Beaufort  West. 

.  7190.  An}  Municipality  can  have  the  Curfew  Act  if  they  like  to  adopt  it  ? — Yes. 

7191.  C hair  man. \  If  you  had  no  location  proper  and  your  Kafirs  were  allowed  to 
go  about  the  town  promiscuously,  your  Curfew  Act  would  not  be  of  much  use  to  you  ? 
—No. 

7192.  What  extent  of  land  do  these  Natives  occupy  at  the  present  time  ? — About 
100  yards  square  in  a  little  kloof  where  the  huts  are  dotted  about. 

7193.  How  many  huts  are  there  ? — About  80  or  100.  The  Engineer  will  know 
exactly. 

7194.  You  have  in  Simonstown  an  area  of  close  on  3,000  acres  ? — Yes. 

7195.  Do  you  know  the  extent  that  has  been  built  upon  by  white  people  ? — No,  I 
could  not  say. 

7196.  Could  you  give  the  Commission  any  idea  of  the  comparative  extent  built 
and  unbuilt  upon  ?  That  is  to  say,  in  Simonstown  do  the  European  houses  occupy 
one-half  or  one-fourth  of  the  Simonstown  Municipal  area  ? — I  think  about  one-eighth. 

7197.  That  would  be  about  400  acres  F — Yes. 

7198.  Well  then,  you  have  a  fairly  large  piece  of  ground  over  for  a  native 
location  ? — We  have  not  the  power  because  so  much  of  this  land  is  vested  in  the  War 
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Department  for  defence  purposes.  We  have  not  the  control ;  that  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Army  and  Navy. 

•  7199.  Under  whose  control  is  it  ? — The  War  Department  and  the  Navy. 

7200.  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  would  inquire  into  these  matters,  aoid  let  the  Com¬ 
mission  know  the  details  giving  us  the  Municipal  area  of  Simonstown  which  is  under 
the  sole  control  of  the  Municipality  .? — I  could  almost  point  that  out  from  the  plan  that 
is  before  the  Commission. 

7201.  Then  we  should  also  like  to  know  what  portions  are  reserved  for  special 
purposes,  stich  as  defence  ? — Yes  :  I  could  point  that  out  on  the' plan,  too,  I  think. 

7202.  The  plan  is  rather  small,  and  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  you  to  find  out 
the  exact  information  for  us,  because  the  Commission  would  like  to  know  these  things 
so  that  we  might  be  in  a  position  to  say  whether  more  land  would  be  required  for  a 
native  location  or  not.  It  would  be  as  well  if  a  resolution  were  adopted  giving 
prominent  attention  to  the  desirability  of  setting  apart  a  larger  amouut  of  Municipal 
areas  for  the  purpose  of  native  locations  ?  — As  a  matter  of  fact  we  have  asked 
for  more  ground  for  slaughter-houses,  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  and  ’  a 
Cemetery,  and  we  were  informed  that  the  portion  we  required  conflicted  with  the 
interests  of  the  War  Department.  The  question  is  before  the  War  Department  now, 
and  it  is  for  them  to  say  what  extent  of  land  they  require. 

7203.  Well  then,  you  see  that  if  the  War  Department  required  a  large  portion  of 
the  Municipal  area  some  means  must  he  devised  if  possible  to  give  the  Municipality 
land  elsewhere  in  order  to  carryout  necessary  arrangements? — (Mr.  Hugo):  Where 
will  you  get  more  land  ?  It  is  already  all  appropriated. 

7204.  By  whom  ? — By  the  Navy  and  Army,  hut  we  are  all  intermixed  at  Simons- 
town. 

7205.  Who  owns  the  land  round  about  Simonstown  ? — Lots  of  people.  I  own 
some  myself. 

7206.  Large  farms  ? — Yes,  very  large  farms.  I  own  a  large  farm  myself,  and  I 
don’t  mind  doing  something  for  the  benefit  of  public  health. 

7207.  The  point  is  this  :  if  the  Admiralty  Administration  require  a  large  portion 
of  the  Simonstown  ground  to  an  extent  which  would  make  it  impossible  for  the 
Municipality  to  carry  on  its  ordinary  operations,  then  means  might  have  to  be  devised, 
if  possible,  for  giving  the  Municipality  land  somewhere  else  ? — Yes,  we  are  like  a  rat  in 
a  trap.  We  have  applied  for  the  land,  but  they  say  that  the  Army  and  the  War 
Department  require  the  land  for  defence  purposes,  although  in  many  instances  these 
people  are  not  using  the  land. 

7208.  The  Commission  will  have  to  deal  with  these  matters,  and  if  evidence  came 
before  us  shewing  that  a  large  portion  of  the  Municipal  ground  of  Simonstown  is 
required  for  purposes  which  are  not  Municipal,  some  arrangements  may  have  to  be 
come  to  ? — Yes. 

7209.  And  if  you  put  all  the  evidence  you  can  before  us,  the  Commission  might 

refer  to  it  in  the  report  which  they  hope  one  day  to  draw  up. — Yes,  the  other  day 
the  Colonial  Government  vested  in  the  Admiralty  the  whole  of  the  face  of  the  mountain 
from  about  the  centre  of  the  town  right  out  to  the  South-east  Beacon.  % 

7210.  That  comes  out  of  your  Municipal  area  ? — Yes,  and  it  takes  away  our 
means  of  revenue  also. 

7211.  I  shall  be  very  glad  if  you  will  let  us  have  an  exhaustive  report,  andenolcse 
the  correspondence  that  has  taken  place  between  the  Colonial  Government  and  the 
Municipality  and  between  the  Municipality  and  the  Admiralty,  and  so  on  -Yes,  now 
that  we  know  what  you  require  we  can  make  a  very  good  report  for  you. 

7212.  I  suppose  you  don’t  consider  it  advisable  to  be  joined  on  to  any  other  town 
like  Kalk  Bay,  for  instance  ? — I  would  not  like  to  give  my  opinion  about  the  matter, 
though  as  Simonstown  is  purely  a  Naval  station  I  do  not  think  that  the  Council  would 
be  favourably  disposed  towards  such  a  proposition,  but  of  course  it  is  a  matter  for  the 
Council  to  decide. 

’  7213.  It  would  not  be  of  any  advantage  to  you  to  be  united  with  any  of  the 

other  towns  ? — No,  the  only  union  which  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  Simonstown 
people  would  be  a  union  with  the  Government  in  a  water  scheme. 

7214.  You  would  not  mind  joining  in  with  other  people  in  a  water  scheme? — 
Simonstown  would  not  like  to  join,  although  they  would  not  mind  joining  with  the 
Government. 

7215.  You  mean  the  Colonial  Government  ? — Yes. 

7216.  But  not  with  other  Municipalities  ? — I  am,  of  course,  speaking  for  myself, 
and  I  should  not  like  to  implicate  the  Municipality  without  consulting  them. 

7217.  How  was  it  that  Mr.  Bunciman  came  to  leave  the  Municipal  Council  ? — 
I  don’t  know.  Perhaps  it  was  that  he  was  dissatisfied  with  certain  things  which  I 
am  not  satisfied  with,  and  for  which  reason  I  am  going  to  leave  the.  Council  too. 
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7218.  Why  are  you  going  to  leave  the  Council  ? — Because  I  don’t  get  the  amount  ^  o 

of  respect  that  I  think  is  due  to  me  in  the  chair,  and  I  don’t  want  to  be  ruled  ;  besides  "auj  9 
I  told  them  that  I  would  take  the  chair  only  as  a  temporary  measure.  W.  S.  Gillard. 

7219.  Bid  not  Mr.  Runciman  leave  the  Council  because  of  some  trouble  about  the  13tli  1902> 
rate  that  was  to  be  levied — some  people  wanted  a  small  rate  and  others  wanted  a  bigger 

rate  ? — But  I  would  not  have  left  the  Council  if  I  differed  with  the  other  Councillors  as 
to  the  amount  of  rate  to  be  levied. 

7220.  What  rate  did  you  levy  ? — l|d. 

7221.  How  are  you  going  to  come  out  with  that  ? — If  they  had  made  my  pillow 
soft  and  left  me  alone,  I  would  have  come  out  with  it. 

7222.  Will  you  come  out  with  it  now? — Well,  the  plague  business  took  away  a 
large  amount  of  money,  and  when  I  came  in  in  December  I  had  practically  carte 
blanche.  There  was  no  money  in  the  box. 

7223.  Then  the  l^d.  rate  was  not  enough  ? — No. 

7224.  Then  you  should  have  a  2d.  rate  at  least,  should  you  not  ? — I  suppose 
about  3d. 

7225.  How  was  it  you  did  not  appeal  to  the  ratepayers? — I  was  not  Mayor. 

7226.  Who  was  the  Mayor  ?  -  Mr.  Runciman. 

7227.  And  he  wanted  to  appeal  to  the  ratepayers? — I  am  not  sure.  {Mr. 

Gillard )  :  There  was  no  need  to  appeal  to  the  ratepayers  because  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  proposed  a  2d.  rate  only. 

7228.  And  the  Council  would  not  take  it  ? — No;  but  I  ?nay  shite  that  the  Council 
resolved  at  their  meeting  last  night  to  levy  a  rate  of  Id.  in  the  £  additional. 

7229. -  Then  you  will  have  to  go  to  the  ratepayers  ? — Yes. 

7230.  So  that  Mr.  Runciman  was  right  ?— Yes,  but  the  Council  hoped  that  the 
deficit  would  be  made  up  out  of  the  next  year’s  revenue,  owing  to  the  increased 
valuation. 

7231.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Had  yon  any  special  drains  or  works  in  baud  ? — No.' 

7232.  So  that  there  was  no  set  back  in  that  way? — No,  even  with  the  2d.  rate 
we  were  simply  doing  what  we  are  doing  now. 

f  7233.  Will  this  extra  rate  clear  all  the  liabilities? — Almost.  There  would  be  a 
slight  deficit,  because  even  now  we  have  exceeded  our  estimates. 

7234.  As  this  rate  cannot  square  matters,  why  was  not  the  whole  matter  at  once 
put  before  the  ratepayers  ? — You  see  the  rate  is  now  2^d.  and  we  are  already  |d.  in 
excess  of  what  the  Finance  Committee  recommended  last  year,  and  then  the  increase  of 
revenue  from  the  increased  valuation  will  be  considerable.  I  might  also  state  to  the 
Commission  that  a  resolution  was  passed  last  night  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
representation  upon  the  Council  from  the  Imperial  and  Colonial  Governments,  to  which 
the  Council  is  favourably  disposed,  considering  that  both  the  Imperial  Government  and 
the  Colonial  Government  have  interests  in  the  town. 

7235.  Representation  on  the  Municipal  Council  ? — Yes,  as  for  instance  they  have 
at  Gibraltar,  I  think,  where  an  Army  representative  is  on  the  Council. 

7236.  Practically,  however,  your  Council  has  got  itself  into  financial  difficulties  ? 

— I  cannot  say  that,  because  we  have  only  to  levy  a  further  rate  and  we  shall  over¬ 
come  the  difficulty.  We  stand  in  a  sound  position. 

7237.  What  was  the  main  cause  which  induced  the  Council  by  a  majority  to  have 
a  l|d.  rate? — I  could  not  say.  I  suppose  the  idea  was  that  they  could  come  out 
with  that  rate,  and,  if  not,  to  levy  a  bigger  rate  next  year. 

7238.  Do  you  think  the  ratepayers  are  of  the  same  mind  as  the  Cooncillors  in 
regard  to  getting  the  Admiralty  to  join  them? — I  think  they  would  be,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  some  of  them  have  expressed  that  view  to  me  because  they  realise  that 
the  Admiralty  interest  would  be  the  interest  of  the  town  as  well. 

7239.  Have  the  Admiralty  officially  or  semi-officially  been  approached  in  this 
•  matter  by  the  Council  ? — No.  In  the  agreement,  however,  under  which  the  £350  was 

granted  by  the  Admiralty  there  was  a  clause  stipulating  that  they  should  have  a 
voioe  in  the  expenditure,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  have  never  exercised  that 
power. 

7240.  The  Colonial  Government  also  contributes  £350  ? — Yes. 

7241.  By  a  special  Act  of  Parliament  ? — Yes. 

7242.  Did  the  Colonial  Government  reserve  any  right  in  that  way  ? — No. 

7243.  Thoy  simply  contribute  the  £350  out  of  hand? — Yes,  the  arrangement  was 
made  by  the  Imperial  Government  that  they  were  prepared  to  contribute  £350  on 
condition  that  the  Colonial  Government  did  the  same,  and  the  Colonial  Government 
agreed  to  do  so. 

7244.  And  this  £700  that  you  receive,  what  proportion  is  that  of  your  whole 
expenditure? — Well,  you  see  we  really  don’t  handle  the  money.  Treasury  passes  it 
into  Treasury  in  the  place  of  a  loan,  so  that  we  do  not  consider  that  £700  at  all. 
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7245.  Chairman.}  That  amount  was  capitalised  ? — Yes. 

7246.  And  the  money  was  put  into  works  ? — Yea,  the  reservoir. 

7247.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  But  you  practically  get  the  benefit  of  it  ? — Yes. 

7248.  What  is  the  total  amount  of  your  receipts  from  rates? — About  £1,300. 

7249.  Then  the  Admiralty  and  the  Colonial  Government  combined  contribute 
about  one-;third  of  your  receipts  ? — No;  as  I  say,  we  take  no  account  of  the  £700. 

7250.  If  you  did  take  account  of  it,  it  would  be  so  much  more  ? — Yes. 

7251.  Mr.  Stewart.']  You  state,  Mr.  Hugo,  that  you  are  not  of  opinion  that  the 
Simonstown  Council  would  be  willing  to  enter  into  any  joint  water  scheme  or  sewerage 
scheme  with  any  other  Municipality,  but  that  they  would  be  willing  to  join  with  the 
Government  in  a  water  soheme  ? — Yes. 

7252.  Supposing,  however,  that  Simonstown  does  not  require  a  very  large 
quanity  of  water,  it  might  be  awkward  for  them  to  become  co-partners,  but  would  they 
be  willing  to  take  a  supply  as  a  consumer  of  so  much  a  day  and  have  no  financial 
interest  in  the  scheme  ? — That  I  cannot  say.  I  should  like  to  have  the  advice  of  the 
Council  on  that. 

7253.  Chairman.]  It  is  a  point  which  you  might  bring  before  them  ? — Yes. 

7254.  Mr.  Stewart.]  It  would  serve  your  interests  equally  well  to  get  a  certain 
supply  of  waler.  at  a  moderate  charge  without  being  co-partners  ? — Yes.  (Mr. 
Gillard )  :  I  might  state  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Council  that  the  Commission  should 
try  and  assist  them  in  getting  an  increased  contribution  from  the  Imperial 
Government. 

7255.  Chairman.]  If  you  would  plaoe  all  the  various  disabilities  under  which  the 
Municipality  labour  before  us,  we  may  make  some  recommendation  ? — I  will  get  the 
information  and  send  in  a  report.  With  regard  to  the  water  question,  I  should  like  to 
add  that  personally  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  would  be  sufficient  water  for  Simons¬ 
town  from  Elsjes  River,  for  some  time  to  come,  if  the  scheme  could  be  carried 
through  ;  and  this  opinion  is  shared  by  one  of  the  Councillors. 

Mr.  George  Muirhead  Clark,  M.A. ,  A.M.I.C.E. ,  examined.  % 

7256.  Chairman.]  Your  full  nam8,  please,  Mr.  Clark  ? — George  Muirhead  Clark. 

7257.  Your  qualifications  ? — I  am  Master  of  Arts  of  the  University  of  Cambridge, 
having  taken  my  degree  in  honours  in  Mathematics  and  Science,  and  I  am  an  Associate 
Member  of  the  Institute  of  Civil  Engineers  in  London  ;  and  besides  a  Fellow  of  the 
Physical  Society  of  London.  I  may  state  that  whilst  I  was  in  Cambridge  I  was 
engaged  in  some  original  research  work,  the  result  of  which  was  afterwards  published 
by  the  Royal  Society.  I  refer  specially  to  this,  because  that  class  of  work  gives  one  a 
considerable  training  in  observation  and  in  appreciation  of  changes  of  conditions.  At 
present  lam  in  the  service  of  the  Colonial  Government  as  Electrical  Engineer. 

7258.  How  long  have  you  been  so  ? — For  about  2J  years. 

7259.  You  came  after  Mr.  Trotter  ? — Yes.  I  came  after  Mr.  Trotter  left,  which 
was  about  3  years  ago. 

7260.  In  the  first  place,  I  suppose  you  wish  the  Commission  to  understand 
distinctly  that  in  the  matter  of  supplying  electric  energy  for  lighting,  the  less  we  look 
at  it  from  a  sentimental  point  the  better  ? — There  is  no  sentiment  about  it  whatever. 
Fifteen  years  ago  people  looked  upon  it  as  a  toy,  but  tho^e  who  are  engaged  in  the 
work  now  do  not  look  upon  it  from  any  sentimental  point  of  view.  They  look  upon  it 
as  business  pure  and  simple. 

7261.  The  object  of  Electric-  Works  is  to  make  money  ? — Yes. 

7262.  On  the  part  of  local  authorities  also  ?— The  supply  of  electrical  energy  for 
lighting  or  other  purposes  is  a  business  and  the  object  of  the  supplier — both  Company 
and  Municipality — is  to  earn  money. 

7263.  I  suppose  there  is  a  common  general  desire  of  the  public  to  get  the  electric 
light  when  they  can  ?  -Yes,  it  is  a  great  thing  to  be  up  to  date. 

7264.  One  question  is  whether  electric  light  is  under  every  circumstance  the 
best  form  of  illuminant  that  a  local  authority  should  adopt  ?  —It  is  a  question  of 
how  much  it  will  cost  them  to  go  in  for  it,  and  of  how  much  they  will  be  prepared 
to  put  into  it. 

7265.  I  understand  that  you  have  made  a  considerable  study  of  such  electric 
economics? — Yes,  I  have  for  the  last  ten  years.  Ever  since  I  started,  ten  years  ago,  I 
have  kept  in  touch  with  the  business.  I  was  engaged  in  London  in  one  of  the  largest 
companies  which  supplied  Belgravia,  Westminster,  and  St.  George’s,  Hanover-square, 
a  total  area  of  about  two  square  miles  of  the  richest  district  in  London.  That  is  the 
Westminster  Electric  Supply  Corporation,  Ltd.  The  capital  of  the  concern  when  it 
started  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  million,  and  within  ten  years  they  increased  it  to 
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about  three-quarters  of  a  million,  so  that  the  whole  business  is  done  on  a  very  large 
scale  now. 

7206.  Could  you  give  the  Commission  any  idea  of  the  number  of  works  that  are 
iu  operation  at  the  present  time  in  the  United  Kingdom? — The  number  of  works 
in  operation  there  is  something  over  200,  but  of  course  they  are  increasing 
year  by  year.  Out  of  this  200,  33  of  them  were  small  concerns  which  were 
running  their  business  without  statutory  powers.  They  are  without  orders  granted  by 
the  .Board  of  Trade.  That  is,  about  15  per  cent,  of  the  works  are  running  without  any 
statutory  authority.  The  others  have  had  conferred  upon  them  certain  powers  and 
certain  obligations  by  the  Board  of  Trade  Orders. 

7267.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  how  many  of  these  works  are  under  the  control 
of  ihe  local  authorities,  and  how  many  under  the  control  of  Companies? — Of  the  works 
in  operation  with  statutory  powers  1 1 0  belong  to  local  authorities  and  60  to  Companies. 

7268.  Then  I  understand  there  is  a  difference  between  what  is  called  high 
pressure  works  and  low  pressure  works ;  would  you  give  the  Comm'ssion  some 
idea  of  what  is  meant  by  those  terms  ? — That  is  one  way  in  whicli  all  these 
concerns  can  be  classified.  A  high  pressure  system  is  where  you  generate  your 
electricity  at  high  pressure  and  distribute  it  at  the  high  pressure  over  the  area  of 
supply,  and  it  is  subsequently  converted  into  low  pressure  supply.  If 
you  have  a  scattered  area,  the  maius  must  be  long,  and,  generally  speaking, 
high  pressure  will  be  used,  whilst  in  a  town  that  is  compact  and  has  a  smaller  area,  a 
low  pressure  system  would  be  used.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  loss  which  takes  place  in 
the  transmission  of  the  current,  and  this  distribution  loss  depends  upon  the  amount  of 
current  passing  down  the  copper  cables.  In  the  case  of  high  pressure  transmission  you 
will  have  smaller  and  less  expensive  copper  cables,  but  there  is  a  loss  of  energy  in 
transformation.  In  a  low  tension  system  the  copper  cables  have  to  be  heavier.  The 
point  that  has  to  be  considered  is  the  interest  in  the  capital  invested  iu  extra  c<  pper 
and  the  sum  thkt  has  to  be  paid  for  extra  coal  burned  to  supply  the  loss  of  energy  A 
balance  has  to  be  struck  between  these  two  before  a  system  can  be  selected.  As  a 
general  rule  high  pressure  is  used  in  a  scattered  place,  but  on  the  other 
Itand  when  you  have  a  compact  place  a  low  pressure  is  only  needed. 
Take,  for  instance,  Cape  Town,  which  is  very  compact ;  here  they  use  a  low  pressure 
system,  whereas  in  the  suburbs  which  are  scattered,  a  high  pressure  system  would  be 
required.  On  the  whole,  a  low  pressure  system  has  the  best  chance  of  success,  not  so 
much  because  it  is  a  low  pressure  system,  but  because  that  system  is  put  into  a  place 
that  has  already  favourable  conditions. 

7269.  Now,  have  you  anything  to  say  with  regard  to  the  progress  that  electric 
lighting  works  are  making  ? — The  progress  has  been  very  rapid  in  all  these  works.  I 
have  just  referred  to  the  Company  with  which  I  was  connected  where  they  started  with 
a  quarter  of  a  million  capital,  and  in  10  years  they  had  increased  it  to  three-quarters  of 
a  million.  They  increased  it  on  the  average  by  £50,000  a  year  for  10  years.  That  is 
very  rapid  growth.  And  the  number  of  works  which  have  been  started  have  also 
increased  with  great  rapidity,  showing  how  things  have  grown.  Electric  supply  dates 
back  practically  to  1882  when  the  first  Act  was  passed,  and  from  that  time  up  to  1838, 
seven  works  were  opened.  In  1888  a  second  Act  was  passed  which  I  might  explain  later  on, 
and  since  then  the  works  have  increased  very  rapidly,  so  that  up  to  1892  they  had  got 
up  to  40  works  in  operation.  In  1895  there  were  99,  and  in  1900  they  had  got  up  to 
170,  so  that  during  the  last  few  years  the  rate  of  progress  has  been  very  rapid  indeed. 

7270.  What  is  the  particular  feature  of  this  new  Act? — The  first  Act  gave  the 
local  authorities  the  right  to  purohase  the  undertaking  from  the  companies  at  a  breakup 
price  at  the  end  of  21  years,  which  was  a  very  short  period  for  men  to  put  their  money 
into  the  business.  I  suppose  they  thought  it  was  too  short,  a  time  for  them  to  expect  a 
return.  But  by  the  Act  of  1888  the  period  was  extended  to  42  years,  aud  then  people 
thought  that  they  might  see  a  return  for  their  money,  aud  investors  were  willing  to 
put  money  into  the  business.  For  such  a  concern  you  must  have  a  permanent  invest¬ 
ment,  as  the  thing  has  to  grow,  and  it  was  no  use  expecting  investors  to  put  in  their 
money  for  the  period  specified  in  the  first  Act  of  1882. 

7271.  Have  you  made  any  estimate  or  can  you  make  any  statement  as  to  the 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  electric  supply  works  ? — The 
amount  of  capital  invested  is  something  like  £29,000,000  at  the  present  time,  and  the 
works  are  growing  .rapidly  year  by  year. 

7272.  And  can  you  compare  that  with  the  amount  invested  in  gas  works  ? — 1 
cannot  tell  you  what  capital  has  been  invested  in  gas  works,  but  the  annual  revenue 
from  gas  works  comes  to  about  the  same  figure. 

7273.  That  is  a  fact,  not  merely  a  general  opinion  ? — No,  that  is  a  fact. 

<  ~  <  T.  You  have  ascertained  this  to  be  the  case? — Yes,  I  have  got  it  from  very 
reliable  authority. 

[G.  21—1902.]  it 


Mr. 

G.  M.  Clark. 
13th  May,  1902. 


330 


r  v^harJc  7275.  Is  that  owing  to  the  general  conservatism  of  the  people  ? — Yes  ;  gas  is  used 

‘  J _  ‘  to  an  enormous  extent,  and  since  the  introduction  of  electric  light  the  consumption  of 

l 'th  May,  1902..  jia<>  increased  rapidly.  Because  of  the  better  quality  of  light  experienced  by  them, 
tli  •  y  are  not  now  satisfied  with  the  number  of  lights  they  had  formerly.  Where 
perhaps  they  had  one  gas  light  they  now  want  two. 

72“  (5.  You  have  given  us  the  total  revenue  from  gas  works.  Have  you  got  the 
total  revenue  from  electric  works  ? — About  If  millions. 

7277.  And  the  total  annual  cost  of  the  electric  lighting  works  ? — One  million. 

7278.  A  difference  only  of  three-quarters  of  a  million  ? — Yes. 

7279.  And  that  would  work  out  at  not  much  more  than  4  per  cent,  on  the 
capital  invested  P — Yes,  a  small  percentage. 

7280.  Of  course,  there  are  few  compatues  which  would  pay  a  better  percentage 
than  that  ? — Oh,  yes,  some  have  made  as  much  as  10  per  cent,  gross  profit.  Eight 
concerns,  I  think,  have  made  that. 

7281.  The  average  rate  is  how  much  ? — It  varies  between  five  and  seven. 

7282.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Is  that  due  to  their  being  mostly  run  by  the  Local 
Authorities  ? — No,  it  is  due,  I  think,  to  the  fact  that  electricity  is  an  expensive 
thing  to  supply,  and  after  all  we  know  that  people  do  not  value  the  light  very  much. 
They  are  accustomed  to  pay  so  much  for  oil,  and  they  don’t  wish  to  pay  more  for 
the  new  light,  but  of  course  now  the  people  are  gradually  beginning  to  appreciate 
the  light. 

7283.  Chairman .]  Hav«  you  formed  any  idea  as  to  the  size  of  the  concern  that 
is  likely  to  be  remunerative? — Well,  taking  companies  and  local  authorities,  there 
are  really  few  remunerative  concerns  which  are  small ;  that  is  to  say  which  have  a 
capital  uuder  about  £20,000,  and  they  run  up  in  an  individual  case  to  over 
£1,500,000 — that  is  the  lighting  of  the  City  of  London.  Of  course  there  is  a  great 
variation  in  t!ie  importance  of  the  different  concerns.  Some  have,  though  I  suppose 
few,  undpr  £20,000  invested.  Under  the  Local  Authorities,  concerns  involving  over 
£90,0(l0,  all  shew  a  surplus;  and  the  deficits  among  the  low  pressure  are  with  one 
exception  below  £50,000.  Of  course,  it  depends  largely  on  your  number  of  consumers, 
because  all  the  large  companies  are  in  a  position  to  pay  a  dividend,  with  one  exception, 
and  that  is  in  the  case  of  a  high  pressure  company  which  has  erected  very  large  works. 
The  high  pressure  companies  working  at  a  loss  run  to  something  like  £100,000  whilst 
the  low  pressure  ones  are  all  uuder  £50,000.  Those  concerns  with  a  capital  under 
£50,000,  w  hether  managed  by  a  local  authority  or  by  a  company,  do  not  possess  any 
great  chance  of  earning  a  surplus,  but  high  pressure  plant  requires  larger  capital  before  a 
surplus  can  be  paid  thau  low  pressure  plant.  There  is  one  particular  concern  where  they 
have  spent  half  a  million  of  money,  and  it  is  a  very  peculiar  case  because  ithas  only  been  in 
existence  for  about  2  years,  and  they  have  expended  this  very  large  sum  of  money,  so 
that  they  are  looking  far  ahead  of  the  present  requirements.  The  capital  expended  is 
far  in  advance  ot  what  the  revenue  is  at  present,  and,  as  I  say,  it  is  a  very  peculiar  case. 

7284.  I  suppose  the  earning  power  of  a  concern  of  that  kind  would  depend  a  good 
deal  upon  the  number  of  lighted  lamps  as  compared  with  the  length  of  wire  and  the 
amount  of  machinery  they  have  in  use  ? — Yes,  if  you  have  a  very  scattered  district  the 
expenditure  would  be  greater  for  each  lamp  that  you  get  connected,  because  you  require 
more  mains,  and  consequently  you  have  to  spend  a  greater  sum  for  the  connection.  In 
the  district  which  I  was  connected  with  of  only  about  2  square  miles  in  area  of  supply, 
there  were  about  400,000  or  500,000  lamps.  That  means  200,000  lamps  to  the  square 
mile.  But  here,  in  Cape  Town,  they  have  something  like  45,000  or  50,000  lamps 
connected,  so  that  for  the  same  area  you  have  got  ten  times  as  many  lamps  in  the  one 
case  as  j  ou  have  in  the  other.  Of  course  you  have  compensation  because  it  is  less 
expensive  to  laydown  your  mains  in  a  new  town  such  as  this  than  in  London.  In 
an)r  case,  in  a  scattered  district  the  earning  capacity  is  less.  The  first  outlay  on  mams 
is  very  much  heavier  for  a  scattered  system  than  for  a  compact  one.  At  the  commence¬ 
ment,  mains  have  to  be  laid  in  many  streets,  and  then  take  up  only  a  few  lamps,  but  as 
more  houses  are  supplied  along  the  mains  the  only  additional  expenditure  is  for 
making  the  connections. 

7285.  That  would  apply  more  strongly  to  the  suburbs  than  to  the  city  of  Cape 
Town  ? — Oh,  yes. 

7286.  Have  you  any  statement  to  make  as  to  the  average  amount  of  capital 
invested  per  light  ? — It  varies  very  much  and  depends  a  great  deal  on  local  conditions 
as  to  whether  they  are  capable  of  large  expansion  and  so  on.  There  are  few  concerns 
which  have  a  capital  expended  that,  works  out  under  £1  10s.  per  lamp,  but  most  of 
them  would  average  from  between  £2  to  £4.  One  Local  Authority  has  gone  up  to  an 
expenditure  of  about  £7  or  £8.  That  is  the  highest  I  know  of. 

7287.  And  of  course  the  return  depends  upbn  the  length  of  time  that  the  lamps  are 
alight  ? — Ye-,  for  instance,  some  lamps  only  earn,  a  few  shillings,  aud  it  costs  three  to 
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four  pounds  capital  to  supply  each  lamp  connected,  so  that  no  one  Local  Authority  or  &  i 

company  could  ever  make  a  thing  of  that  sort  pay.  There  is,  '  _L_  **  i 

however,  one  peculiar  case  that  I  kuow  of  where  a  Local  Authority  spent  13 May,  1 902 

the  very  large  sum  of  about  £7  per  lamp,  and  still  managed  to  show 

a  surplus  at  the  end  of  the  year.  But  it  depends  a  great  deal,  in  a  case  of  that 

sort,  on  the  amount  that  the  Local  Authority  likes  to  charge  itself  for  public  lighting, 

and  in  the  case  that  I  have  referred  to  the  public  lighting  of  the  streets  bears  a  high 

proportion  of  the  supply  required  for  private  lighting,  being  56  per  cent,  of  th°  total 

supply.  In  this  ease  the  Local  Authority  charges  themselves  something  like  4|d.  a  unit, 

and  they  charge  the  private  consumer  something  like  5|d.  per  unit.  So  that  by  charging 

themselves  a  high  rate  they  were  able  to  show  a  surplus.  In  a  business  like  an  electric 

lighting  concern  the  whole  matter  is  largely  a  question  of  bookkeeping  as  to  whether 

you  would  shew  a  surplus  or  a  deficit.  It  is  a  matter  of  treatment  in  the  b  mk-keepiug 

of  the  Authority. 

7288.  The  same  thing  applies  to  other  matters  as  well  in  Municipalities? — Oh, 
yes,  in  a  great  many  ways.  Municipalities  go  in  immediately  for  public  lighting  ; 
while  companies  have  mainly  the  supply  to  private  consumers. 

7289.  Public  lighting  in  that  sense  would  include  places  like  churches,  theatres, 
halls,  and  the  like  ? — No,  only  street  lighting. 

7290.  I  mean  as  to  the  desirability  ?— Yes,  and  a  club  is  one  of  the  most  desirable 
things,  especially  in  London  where  they  sit  up  till  one  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

7291.  It  seems  from  what  you  say  that  the  average  earning  power  per  lamp  may 
be  very  small  ? — Yes,  the  average  time  over  which  a  lamp  burns  is  about  If  or  2  hours 
a  day.  Though  the  hours  of  darkness  average  about  12,  the  lamp  average  is  usually 
only  2  hours  a  day,  aud  then,  of  course,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  many  lamps 
would  not  be  used  at  all  after  they  had  been  put  in. 

7292.  That  would  only  give  you  700  earning  hours  in  the  year  for  the  average  ? — 

Yes,  b  it  public  lamps,  of  course,  when  they  are  used  all  night  would  give  a  larger 
number,  probably  something  like  4,000,  and  in  the  cost  of  supply  there  would  be  the 
difference  in  the  consumption  between  that  period  and  when  they  used  only  about  2 
hours  to  be  considered. 

7293.  Do  many  companies  make  any  other  use  of  their  energy  besides  in  lighting  ? 

— Yre8,  they  are  all  anxious  to  do  so.  Their  engines  are  only  supplying  a  very  small 
quantity  in  comparison  to  the  time  that  they  might  be  employed  ;  it  is  something  like 
10  per  cent.,  and  they  could  very  well  be  employed  for  supplying  current  for  heating 
purposes  and  industrial  purposes,  such  as  driving  motors.  In  that  case  they  would  be 
at  work  in  the  workshop  for  eight  or  ten  hours  a  day,  which  would  mean  a  very 
different  consumption  than  when  they  are  at  work  for  two  hours  a  day.  In  Liverpool 
the  lighting  power  and  the  traction  power  are  supplied  from  the  same  station.  A 
traction  load  is  a  more  favourable  one  to  supply  than  a  lighting  load,  as  although  the 
momentary  fluctuations  are  greatly  due  to  starting  of  cars,  still  the  demand  is  more 
uniformly  distributed  throughout  the  day.  There  are  times  of  greater  demand,  such 
as  dinner-time,  and  so  on,  but  the  proportion  of  maximum  demand  to  the  average  is 
not  so  accentuated  as  in  a  lighting  plant,  where  the  principal  demand  is  in  the  evening, 
and  bears  a  high  proportion  so  the  day  demand.  This  cannot  be  avoided,  as  you 
cannot  get  rid  of  the  fact  that  people  will  use  light  at  night  and  not  in  the  day  time. 

7294.  You  say  that  the  same  Company  would  use  the  same  plaut  for  traction 
loads  and  for  lighting  loads  ? — Yes,  from  one  station. 

7295.  Dr.  Gregory.~\  Can  that  be  done  with  low  pressure  ? — Oh,  yes.  Tramways 
are  supplied  by  energy  generated  at  low  pressure. 

72^6.  Chairman.^  And  I  suppose  there  is  a  method  of  calculating  the  amount  of 
energy  consumed? — Oh  yes,  it  is  possible  to  measure  it  extremely  accurately.  It  can 
all  be  reduced  to  units. 

7297.  You  can  measure  in  units  what  your  traction  engine  takes  and  what  is 
consumed  by  the  customer.  What  is  a  unit  ? — I  don’t  wish  particularly  to  define  a 
unit  in  techuieal  terms,  but  the  unit  is  the  measure  in  which  the  electricity  is  sold 
One  unit  is  sufficient  to  light  a  16-candle  lamp  for  16  hours.  It  is  a  standard  of 
measurement  that  is  all. 

7298.  Now  are  there  any  special  disabilities  affecting  Local  Authorities  in  regard 
to  electric  lighting  works  ? — No ;  when  they  take  up  the  supply  of  electric  light,  a 
question  becomes  one  of  capital,  of  system  of  distribution,  or  of  the  cost  of  the  work, 
or  of  expenses  of  managem-mt.  The  most  important  point  is  raising  capital,  although 
at  the  present  time  people  seem  to  be  perfectly  willing  to  give  loans  to  Local 
Authorities ;  but  the  time  may  come  when  they  may  not  be  ablo  to  get  money  so 
easily.  Then  besides  the  original  capital  raised,  a  Local  Authority  should  always  be 
prepared  for  additional  capital  expenditure.  An  electric  lighting  business  is  imt  a 
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Mr  concern  that  can  he  compared  with  the  building  of  a  reservoir  which  is  constructed 
0.  M.  Clar  .  -g  ,jone  .  with  the  electric  lighting  you  have  the  first  expenditure, 

13th  May,  1902.  and  besides  that  you  have  to  continue  it  year  by  year.  Local  Authorities  at  Home 
can  borrow  further  money  by  application  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  which  is 
the  central  authority  overlooking  the  needs  of  the  Local  Authorities. 

7299.  How  does  the  set-off  for  depreciation  affect  Local  Authorities  ? — The 
English  accounts  are  kept  in  a  slightly  different  way  by  Companies  and  Municipalities. 
The  Companies  write  aside  depreciation  aud  the  Local  Authoritiesc write  aside  a  reserve 
fund,  which  can  he  brought  up  to  10  per  cent,  of  their  capital  expended.  The  matter  of 
depreciation  is  of  very  great  importance  in  the  electric  light  industry.  If  the  Company 
is  oue  where  the  earning  power  is  not  big  enough  both  to  pay  a  dividend  and  to  wr.te 
off  depreciation,  it  is  a  matter  of  some  concern  when  money  is  required  for  further 
extension  because  if  a  dividend  can  be  declared  then  financiers  will  be  more  willing  to 
put  more  money  into  it. 

7300.  I  suppose  the  Local  Authorities  will  have  to  recognise  the  fact  that  in  a  very 
short  time  after  their  installation  is  made,  the  whole  concern  may  become  obsolete  ?— 
We  have  always  to  look  forward  to  that.  A  boiler  cannot  be  expected  to  last  more 
than  20  years ;  after  that  it  must  be  taken  out  and  replaced  by  a  new  one,  this  should 
be  paid  out  of  depreciation  and  not  out  of  an  increase  of  capital.  But  besides  this  de¬ 
preciation  of  plant,  there  is  a  more  serious  concern,  and  that  is  that  the  whole  system 
may  become  obsolete,  and  the  whole  of  the  plant  may  have  to  he  changed.  There  are 
many  plac  es  in  England  for  instance  where  they  have  completely  changed  their  plant. 

7301  •  That  must  he  a  source  of  great  embarrassment  to  Local  Authorities  ? — Yes 

7302-  And  with  the  sparse  population  in  our  neighbourhood  here,  we  are  under 
special  disabilities  ?■ — Yes,  that  is  a  very  great  difficulty.  The  conditions  in  Cape  Towu 
not  so  much,  hut  the  suburbs  are  not  so  favourable  for  electric  light,  because  you 
have  a  very  scattered  district  aud  you  have  to  construct  a  large  amount  of  mains  in 
comparison  with  what  your  earning  power  woull  be  especially  as  your  expenses  and 
aud  cost  of  labour  are  very  high.  Besides,  your  people  are  not  very  willing  to  pay  a 
high  figure  because  they  know  what  is  paid  iu  other  places,  say,  iu  England,  and  they 
don’t  see  why  they  should  pay  more  here. 

7303.  The  community  as  a  whole  is  not  one  that  would  require  large  lighting- 

facilities  ? — The  habits  here  of  the  people  are  of  course  very  different  from  rhose  of  the 
people  iu  Loudon.  The  people  here  go  to  bed  very  much  earlier  and  then  you  have 
not  got  the  same  conditions  of  the  weather  here  as  you  have  iu  London  where  you  get 
foggy  days.  _  ^ 

7304.  And  there  is  not  much  demand  for  motor  use? — Yes,  there  is  a  fair 
demand.  There  are  a  good  many  lifts  being  run.  In  one  way  and  another  the 
Corporation  plant  has  got  rather  behindhand  with  the  great  expansion  that  has  taken 
place. 

7305.  Are  the  motor  lifts  in  Cape  Town  worked  by  the  Corporation  ? — Yes. 

7306.  While  the  tramways  are  in  the  hands  of  a  Company  ? — Yes,  entirely. 

7307.  Are  there  any  other  special  disabilities  that  communities  labour  under  in 
this  connection  ? — I  don’t  know  that  there  are. 

7308.  Have  you  made  any  study  of  our  local  supplies  here  ? — I  have  to  a  certain 
extent. 

7309.  How  does  the  cost  of  the  supply  to  the  consumer  work  out  here  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  cost  to  the  consumer  in  London  ?—  Well,  you  would  hardly  recognise 
the  figures,  they  are  so  different  here  from  the  figures  that  I  have  been  quoting.  For 
instance,  up  to  last  year  the  charge  for  private  lighting  energy  was  just  under  lOd.  per 
unit,  and  the  Council  charged  themselves  for  public  lighting  something  like  5d.  per 
unit.  In  England  the  statutory  limit  is  8d.,  and.  all  the  charges  are  below  that.  A 
comparison  between  the  figures  here  and  iu  England  is  a  very  difficult  matter  under  all 
the  different  circumstances. 

7310.  Could  you  give  us  any  comparison  between  the  figures  for  Cape  Town  and 
the  figures  for  the  suburbs  ? — In  the  suburbs  public  lighting  is  done  by  contract  at  so 
much  per  lamp  per  night,  and  as  far  as  I  can  see  it  is  Is.  0d.  per  unit  for  public  light, 
and  Is.  9d.  per  unit  for  private  light. 

7311.  Are  those  the  uniform  charges  throughout  the  suburbs? — That  is  the 
average  charge. 

7312.  Is.  9d.  to  private  people  per  unit,  and  for  public  lighting  about  Is.  0d.  per 
lamp  ? — Yes,  and  then  I  beiieve  they  also  look  after  the  lamps  aud  supply  new  ones 
where  necessary. 

7313.  And  the  high  charge  is  largely  owing  to  the  scattered  condition  of  the 
suburbs? — Yes,  they  have  an  enormous  area  of  about  7  miles  long  and  2  miles  broad, 
making  a  total  of  about  14  square  miles,  and  they  are  obliged  to  supply  houses  in  any 


part  of  their  district,  for  which  they  have  to  go  to  the  expense  of  laying  mains.  Then  ^ 

of  course  when  they  started  in  the  suburbs  they  di  1  not  perhaps  start  on  a  large  euough 

scale,  as  it  was  very  difficult  to  sa)  liow  the  suburbs  were  going  to  grow.  They  made,  iSth  May,  1902 

I  suppose,  a  sort  of  estimate,  but  apparently  they  did  not  make  it  sufficiently  large,  and 

in  that  and  other  ways  things  are  rather  against  them. 

7314.  Have  yon  any  idea  of  the  capital  invested? — About  £100,000. 

7315.  Then  your  remarks  with  regard  to  the  limit  of  surplus  would  not  apply  in 
this  case? — They  are  just  about  creeping  up  to  that.  They  have  certain  agreements 
with  the  Municipalities  for  the  supply  of  the  light,  but  all  the  agreements  do  uot 
expire  at  the  same  time,  and  I  understand  that  the  Municipalities  are  at  present  holding 

&  meetings  as  to  whether  they  should  join  and  have  one  agreement  for  the  whole  of  the 
suburbs  or  not. 

7316.  Is  that  what  you  call  low  pressure  supply? — Yes  ;  in  Cape  Town  it  is  low 
pressure.  In  the  suburbs,  at  any  rate  in  Rondeboseh,  they  have  high  pressure  supply,  but 
the  energy  is  sent  through  transformers  to  low  pressure  lamps.  In  Wynberg  agaiu  they 
have  a  low  pressure  supply,  so  that  they  have  practically  two  schemes  working  in 
their  district  of  supply. 

7317.  Have  you  seen  any  dividends  published  ? — No. 

7318.  Do  you  know  what  they  are  ? — No. 

7319.  Then  the  question  of  developing  light  from  electricity  is  hardly  one  on 
which  you  could  advise  the  Commission,  so  as  to  guide  us  in  any  recommendation  we 
might  desire  to  make  in  favour  of  an  electric  lighting  system  or  against  it  ? — The  best 
development  is  to  get  plenty  of  population— a  big  compact  town. 

7320.  At  the  present  time  you  recognise  that  we  have  not  got  that  ? — No,  not  in 
the  suburbs. 

7321.  And  the  inference  from  that  would  be  that  the  Municipalities  in  taking  up 
these  enterprises  would  run  a  risk  of  making  a  loss  or  of  giving  the  light  only  at  a 
very  high  cost  ? — You  cannot  compel  the  people  to  take  the  light,  so  that  your  charge  is 
limited  by  competition  in  the  form  of  other  illuminants.  because  if  your  charge  is  too 
high  people  will  not  take  the  light.  It  is  quite  a  different  matter  with  water,  which 
is  required  to  be  taken  by  the  whole  of  the  community.  It  does  not  matter  to  me  whether 
my  neighbour  uses  candle  light  or  electric  light,  but  in  thejmatter  oE  water  and  drainage 
it  is  quite  a  different  matter,  because  thereupon  the  use  of  the  water  depends  the  health 
of  the  whole  community,  and  people  are  compelled  to  use  sufficient  water  in  order  to 
have  a  proper  drainage  scheme.  Whereas,  with  electric  light  it  is  quite  a  different 
matter  ;  we  will  always  require  water,  but  we  never  know  when  electric  light  may  be 
replaced  by  something  else. 

7322.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  Cape  Town  system  of 
installation  ? — Yes,  fairly  well. 

7323.  What  is  your  opinion  of  it  as  a  whole  ?  -  In  what  way  do  you  mean — • 
whether  it  is  on  the  right  system  ? 

7324.  Greuerallv. — It  has  been  put  on  the  right  system.  They  have  been  rather 
unfortunate  like  many  others  in  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  foretell  the  future. 

They  started  their  works  at  the  Molteno  reservoir  on  too  small  a  scale.  They  soon 
found  that  they  had  to  extend  them  and  they  added  works  in  Dorp  Street,  and  now 
they  are  putting  down  further  works  in  Dock  Road,  where  they  had  commenced  the 
foundation  already,  when  a  dispute  arose  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  piece  of  ground 
upon  which  they  are  building.  The  works  on  the  Dock  Road  are  to  be  large  works. 

They  are  goiug  to  have  there  something  like  6,i)00  horse-power  and  of  course  they  will 
have  considerable  sized  buildings  and  machinery. 

7325.  In  your  opinion  then,  they  have  not  displayed  the  foresight  that  they  should 
have  done  ? — I  don’t  know  about  that.  I  cannot  say  what  amount  of  foresight  they 
should  have  had. 

7326.  What  advantages  were  there  in  placing  the  engine  at  the  Molteno 
reservoir  ? — I  think  they  did  so  in  order  to  use  the  water  supply  as  an  auxilliary  source 
of  power. 

7327.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  do  they  use  that  ? — Yes,  to  some  extent,  but  they  have 
had  to  augment  it  by  steam  power,  and  it  is  very  expensive  to  haul  coal  up  to  the 

reservoir. 

7328.  The  fixing  of  the  work  at  the  Molteno  Reservoir  was  somewhat  ill  advised  ? 

— I  don’t  know.  It  may  have  been -the  best  thing,  in  their  opinion,  at  the  time.  I 
was  not  here  at  the  time. 

7329.  Chairman.]  WThere  does  the  water  come  from  that  is  used  there  ? — From 
the  reservoir. 

7330.  Dr.  Gregory.']  Do  you  know  what  the  number  of  days  is  during  which  they 
use  the  water  ? — No,  I  have  not  got  the  details. 


g  x'T'Q!jrjl  1  331.  And  you  consider  that  when  they  have  finished  their  works  under  contem- 

1 —  ’  plation  they  will  be  thoroughly  up  to  date  ? — Yes.  The  trouble  with  the  town  business 

13th  May,  1902.  has  been  that  they  originally  started  with  a  capital  of  £00,000,  and  until  quite  recently 
they  had  not  extended  that  capital.  You  cannot  increase  electric  lighting  works  out  of 
revenue  at  all.  \ou  must  increase  your  capital  expenditure,  and  they  have  rather  tried 
to  keep  within  the  £90,000  which  they  originally  had  as  a  liability.  And  you  cannot 
finance  a  business  of  that  description  in  the  way  they  pro  nose.  The  total  revenue  is  too 
small  to  allow  of  a  large  sum  being  placed  aside  for  increasing  those  works.  For 
instance,  in  the  case  of  the  Westminster  Company  to  which  I  have  already  referred, 
they  would  have  had  to  take  about  £50,000  a  year  from  their  revenue  which  amounts 
to  about  £150,000  a  year,  so  that  there  would  be  hardly  anything  left  for  other 
expenditure. 

7332.  In  your  opinion,  are  the  cables  of  the  Cape  Town  Council,  as  they  are  laying 
them  now,  likely  to  be  permanent  ? — Oh,  yes  ;  but  of  course  if  they  get  more  lamps 
connected  then  they  would  require  more  cables,  but  they  are  going  the  right  way  about 
it  in  laying  them  underground  ;  aud  the  overhead  work  will  probably  all  disappear. 

7333.  Ygu  said  that  the  average  cost  in  England  is  about  4d.  or  5d.  per  unit  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  the  average  charge.  The  maximum  that  you  could  charge  in  England  is 
fixed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  at  8d. 

7334.  But  what  is  the  average  supply  ? — Do  you  mean  the  average  of  private 
supply  ? 

7335.  Yes. — There  are  about  20  concerns  which  charge  under  4d.,  another  20 
under  4|d.,  another  20  under  5d.,  about  another  20  under  54d.,  another  20  under  6d., 
and  about  another  20  up  to  8d.  So  that  the  average  is  from  4d.  to  6d.,  but  as  a 
matter  of  fact  there  is  no  real  average. 

7336.  Then  with  your  knowledge  of  the  working  expenses  out  here,  do  you  con¬ 
sider  that  the  charge  of  9d.  a  unit  by  the  Cape  Town  Council  compares  favourably 
with  the  charges  in  England  ? — Yes,  they  compare  very  favourably  with  the  charges  at 
Home.  In  fact  considering  the  price  that  one  pays  for  coal  here  as  compared  with  the 
price  paid  for  it  in  England,  and  also  considering  the  expense  of  labour  and  the  class  of 
labour,  then  I  think  the  price  charged  by  the  Cape  Town  Couucil  is  really  low.  At 
Home  one  gets  coal  for  about  17s.  6d.  per  ton,  whereas  out  here  you  are  giad  to  get 
it  for  £3. 

7337.  Then  what  is  your  opinion  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  lighting  as  compared  with 
the  lighting  at  Home  ? — Considering  the  district  they  have  got  to  deal  with  and  that 
it  is  a  small  concern,  I  must  say  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  see  how  they  could  supply  it 
at  a  figure  below  2s.  But  of  course  if  they  charge  any  more  people  will  not  come  to  them. 

7338.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  really  on  the  same  footing  as  gas — the  cheaper  you 
make  it  the  more  business  you  do?—  Yes,  the  smallar  your  charge  and  the  more 
people  you  can  get  as  customers  the  better. 

7339.  And  the  larger  your  company  or  your  system,  the  cheaper  it  can  be  done  ?— 
As  a  rule,  the  size  of  the  thing  is  the  principle  factor,  but  there  are  many  other  matters 
to  be  considered. 

7340.  You  are  aware  that  the  Harbour  Board  are  providing  their  own  electric 
light  ? — Yes. 

7341.  And  they  are  going  to  provide  their  own  electric  motor  power  on  an 
extensive  scale  ? — Yes. 

7342.  And  the  Railway  Department  are  having  their  own  electric  light  ? — Yes. 

7343.  And  thev  will  probably  go  in  for  electric  motor  power? — Yes. 

7344  And  the  Gape  Town  Council  will  naturally  lay  themselves  out  for  further 
power  ? — Yes. 

7345.  Taking  all  these  into  consideration  have  you  any  advice  to  offer  the  Com¬ 
mission  as  regards  an  amalgamation  by  which  the  whole  of  these  works  could  be  put 
on  one  footing  ? — If  you  could  compel  people  to  come  in  it  would  be  a  very  nice  thing 
for  one  Authority,  but  it  seems  an  advantage  in  some  cases  to  have  a  supply  of  power 
in  your  own  hands  entirely.  Then  you  know  exactly  where  you  are,  and  you  are 
entirely  responsible  for  it.  And  the  difference  in  your  cost  when  you  get  beyond  a 
certain  stage  is  not  so  very  large. 

7346.  Then  would  you  advise  the  Harbour  Board  to  maintain  theirs  in  their  own 
hands? — Yes,  as  they  have  to  work  their  own  machinery,  unless,  of  course,  they  could 
get  exceptionally  favourable  terms. 

7347.  And  would  you  say  the  same  with  regard  to  the  Railway  Department  ? — 
Yes,  they  are  big  enough  to  manage  their  own. 

73 18.  Then  with  regard  to  the  tramways,  would  it  not  have  resulted  in  a'  con¬ 
siderable  saving  had  the  local  authorities  taken  over  the  tramways  ? — It  would  have 
been  a  considerable  saving  to  the  lighting  people,  but  I  understand  that  the  tramway 
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people  are  not  at  all  anxious  to  do  any  lighting.  They  are  quite  content  with  their 
running  powers. 

7349.  No,  but  I  mean  if  the  local  authorities  had  run  the  tramways  and  supplied  13th  May,  1902. 
the  power  F — Yes,  in  that  case. 

7350.  And  supplied  the  light  for  the  Peninsula  F — Of  course,  if  you  have  a  big  con¬ 
cernlike  that ;  because  it  is  as  a  general  rule  better  to  have  a  big  concern  than  a  small 
one. 

7351.  In  considering  the  question  of  amalgamation  of  the  Local  Authorities,  would 
you  consider  the  taking  over  of  the  tramways  and  the  electric  lighting  power  as  something 
quite  distinct  ?— Do  the  tramways  come  within  the  scope  of  the  inquiry  by  this  Com¬ 
mission  ?  * 

7352.  Sooner  or  later  they  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  F — But  is  it  before  the  Com¬ 
mission  F 

7353.  Chairman.']  It  is  scarcely  before  us,  except  in  so  far  that  it  might  be  so  from 
the  point  of  view  of  an  argument  being  founned  on  it  for  one  amalgamated  Muniei- 
pality  empowered  to  take  over  the  tramways  ;  but  it  is  scarcely  before  us  directly  F — (No 
answer). 

7354.  Dr.  Gregory.]  The  Local  Authorities  have  the  right  to  take  over  the 
tramways  F — Yes,  eventually, 

7355.  And  they  would  have  to  combine,  as  it  is  one  system  running  right  through  F 
—  Yes,  that  is  a  ditlicult  thing.  But  this  difficulty  is  not  confined  to  Cape  Town.  It  will 
occur  in  London.  There  you  may  have  your  works  in  one  place  and  the  distributing 
mains  in  another  district ;  that  will  have  to  he  settled.  Some  parts  may  have  works 
with  no  mains  and  some  may  have  mains  with  no  works,  and  so  on. 

7356.  But  in  considering  the  question  of  taking  over  the  lighting  of  the  Cape 
Peninsula,  it  might  bear  on  the  question  of  taking  over  at  the  same  time  the  tramways  F 
— There  would  he  only  one  generating  station  for  the  tramways.  The  question  is 
whether  the  suburbs  are  all  to  be  amalgamated,  or  whether  they  are  all  coming  into 
Cape  Town.  If  that  is  so,  then  you  will  have  the  tramways  worked  inside  the  toll  at 
Woodstock. 

7357.  Supposing  that  the  tramways  were  taken  over  by  the  Local  Authorities, 
could  not  all  those  works  be  profitably  used  for  lighting  the  Peninsula F — You  would 
have  to  start  to  lay  your  mains,  which  would  be  radiating  from  the  Toll,  and  it  would 
be  a  question  of  technical  detail  as  to  how  much  it  would  cost. 

7358.  But  assuming  there  is  no  running  on  different  lines,  would  the  tendency  in 
your  opinion  be  that  they  would  always  run  a  different  station  F — I  think  that  most 
probably  the  lighting  and  tramway  power  station  would  he  separate 

7359.  Chairman.]  The  power  station  would  be  erected  with  the  view  of  having 
enough  energy  F — Yes;  the  tramway'  people  have  none  too  much  room. 

7360.  And  none  too  much  energy  F — They  are  cramped  up  there. 

7361.  Yes,  and  they  have  not  sufficient  energy,  because  sometimes  the  trams  stop 
for  want  of  power  F — At  present  their  works  are  undergoing  a  period  of  transition  and 
change. 

7362.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Can  you  give  us  a  brief  outline  of  how  an  enlightened 
Municipality  sets  about  inaugurating  these  tilings  in  England  F — The  first  thing  they 
have  to  do  is  to  apply  to  the  Board  of  Trade  in  order  to  get  what  is  called  the 
Provisional  Order.  When  that  has  been  done  they  have  to  prepare  a  scheme  which  is 
laid  before  the  Local  Government  Board  for  enquiry,  and  if  the  result  is  favourable 
then  they  are  authorised  to  borrow  the  necessary'  sum  of  money  for  carrying  out  the 
work. 

7363.  What  steps  do  they'  generally  take  with  regard  to  getting  scientific  advice 
as  to  the  best  method  of  supply  in  these  matters  F — At  Lome  the  electrical  profession 
is  very  full  of  consulting  engineers  and  the  result  is  that  every  Municipality  has  a 
consulting  engineer  who  is  responsible  for  carrying  out  the  work.  At  the  present  time 
the  Municipalities,  taken  all  round,  have  been  in  a  singularly  fortunate  position  in 
that  respect  ;  these  engineers  have  not  only  advised  them  but  have  also  watched  the 
work  grow,  and  of  course  it  has  been  to  the  interest  and  credit  of  these  engineers  to  see 
that  the  work  is  properly'  cairied  out,  so  that  the  Municipalities  have  been  very  well 
off  in  the  way  of  advice. 

7361.  But  however  good  the  executive  engineer  in  their  employ  may'  be,  is  it  not  a 
fact  that  they  generally'  call  in  outside  engineering  advice  from  men  who  have  had 
large  experience  in  other  towns  F — Yes,  they'  do  call  in  outside  advice.  Edinburgh  has 
one  of  the  most  successful  lighting  stations,  and  besides  their  executive  engineer  they 
also  called  in  a  consulting  engineer,  whose  advice  they  required  on  the  more  important 
features  ol  their  undertaking.  The  resident  engineer  is  responsible  entirely  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  works,  but  with  regard  to  the  future — there  it  is  perhaps  where  the 
advice  of  a  man  is  required  who  has  a  much  wider  knowledge. 
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Mr-  t  .  7365.  In  other  words  they  want  a  man  of  large  experience  to  advise  them  ? — Yes, 

G.  K.  Clark,  fcecause  the  whole  thing  becomes  a  question  of  growth. 

13th  May,  1902.  7360.  Have  you  had  opportunities  of  judging  of  the  relative  merits  of  Municipal 

management  as  compared  with  Company  management  ? — I  have  tried  very  hard  to  get 
at  the  two  things,  but  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter,  because  you  can  get  no  two  places 
— one  run  under  a  Municipality  and  another  under  a  Company — which  are  exactly 
alike.  I  have  taken  cases  where  the  total  capital  expended  is  about  £100,000  and 
where  both  the  systems  were  low  pressure  systems  and  I  find  that  the  figures  make 
very  little  difference.  Other  people  have  made  comparisons  :  for  instance,  a  Commis¬ 
sion  was  appointed  in  the  United  States  of  America,  and  they  drew  attention  to  this 
fact  in  one  of  their  reports.  It  is  the  14th  Annual  report  of  this  Commission  cn 
Labour  and  it  deals  with  water,  gas  and  electric  light ;  and  after  considerable  inquiry 
that  Commission  came  more  or  less  to  the  same  conclusion  that  the  conditions  of  places 
differ  so  much  and  in  so  many  respects  that  it  was  impossible  to  definitely  draw  a 
comparison  as  all  the  various  conditions  of  supply  must  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
each  case.  I  did  make  an  attempt  by  considering  not  the  actual  cost  but  the  per¬ 
centage  each  item  bears  to  the  total  to  get  at  the  actual  difference  between  the 
Municipal  and  the  Company  working,  but  it  is  a  very  long  business,  and  one  ha3  to 
take  into  consideration  the  cost  of  material  in  the  different  places  so  as  to  arrive  at  the 
exchange  value  of  the  commodity  in  the  same  place.  Lor  instance,  in  the  North  of 
England  fuel  is  cheaper  than  in  the  South  of  England.  The  result  of  my  attempt  is 
that  in  small  concerns  a  Municipality  pays  more  in  wages  than  a  company  but  spend 
less  in  management  than  a  company. 

7367.  Of  course  in  all  electrical  concerns  of  some  magnitude  very  capable  men  are 
necessary  for  their  proper  management  ? — I  think  we  can  say  in  these  electrical 
industries  that  there  are  some  of  the  most  able  engineers  engaged. 

7368.  I  am  speaking  more  of  the  general  management? — In  the  general  manage¬ 
ment  also  you  can  certainly  not  run  a  big  concern  under  poor  management. 

7369.  Is  it  not  so  that  the  fact  that  Municipal  bodies  change  entirely  in  their 
constitution  is  regarded  as  some  detriment  ? — One  of  the  principal  things  certainly  is  a 
fixity  of  purpose,  as  you  have  to  look  ahead.  Yrou  must  at  least  look  ahead  18  months 
or  2  years,  and  with  the  Municipality  you  cannot  get  that  fixity  of  purpose  which 
would  enable  you  to  do  that,  whereas  with  a  Company  you  have  more  or  less  the  same 
men  as  Directors  for  a  number  of  years,  and  even  when  they  do  change  you  generally 
have  a  general  manager  under  them  who  is  fixed. 

7370.  Now  coming  to  the  question  of  cost:  you  pointed  out  the  fact  that  the 
works  were  really  in  use  for  a  comparatively  small  period  of  the  day,  and  that  it  would 
be  of  advantage  if  they  could  have  other  work  to  do  at  the  same  time  ? — Yes. 

7371.  Do  you  happen  to  know  anything  of  the  pumping  plaut  of  the  Albion 
Spring  ? — No. 

7372.  Would  you  accept  the  fact  that  this  pumping  plant  is  not  used  to  its  full 
extent  and  but  very  little  in  winter  ? — Yes. 

7373.  Would  it  be  of  some  advantage  if  the  pumping  station  of  the  Albion  Spring 
were  combined  with  the  electric  light  station  ? — It  depends  on  the  horse-power  that  can 
be  given.  If  it  is  a  reasonable  quantity  then  it  might  be  worth  while  to  join  with  the 
other.  It  is  entirely  a  question  of  the  arnouat  of  work  that  can  be  got  out  of  it,  as  to 
whether  it  would  be  worth  while  joining  with  another  scheme  or  not. 

7374.  In  other  words,  it  is  entirely  a  matter  of  the  relative  size  of  the  job  ? — Yes. 

7375.  Now  you  know  that  Cape  Town  pumps  salt  water? — Yes. 

7376.  Would  it  be  a  feasible  scheme  to  combine  their  pumping  machinery  with 
the  electric  light  machinery  for  both  works? — Oh  yes,  one  engineer  could  look  after 
the  running  of  the  engine,  and  you  could  have  a  common  set  of  boilers.  But  of  course 
the  question  would  still  remain  whether  it  would  be  worth  while. 

7377.  A  decision  in  such  a  matter  depends  on  very  careful  examination  ? — Yes, 
you  must  know  exactly  all  the  details.  Of  course  you  can  at  once  say  that  one  man 
can  supervise  two  engines,  but  as  to  whether  you  are  going  to  make  anything  out  of  it, 
that  depends  entirely  upon  the  details. 

7378.  In  a  combination  for  electric  lighting  purposes  for  the  whole  of  the  suburbs, 
would  it  in  your  opinion  be  better  to  have  one  central  station  than  to  have  several 
small  stations  ? — The  present  Company  of  course  are  operating  for  the  combined  area 
in  all  these  Municipalities  and  if  they  were  to  put  in  a  combined  station  it  would  have 
a  certain  advantage,  but  it  all  comes  back  again  to  a,  question  of  detail.  You  have  got 
to  work  out  the  cost  and  see  whether  the  thing  is  going  to  pay  or  not. 

7379.  Chairman.']  How  many  stations  are  there  in  the  suburbs? — Two — one  at 
Kondebosch  and  one  at  Wynberg,  and  they  are  now  putting  in  a  new  station  at 
Claremont. 
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7380.  Mr.  S ttewart.']  Then  it  is  impossible  to  answer  off-hand  whether  it  would 
be  cheaper  to  have  one  station  or  more? — Yes,  you  have  got  to  work  it  out. 

7381.  Have  you  considered  the  question  of  the  whole  of  the  suburbs  being  supplied 
from  Cape  Town ;  that  is  to  say,  right  up  to  Wynberg  ? — I  have  not  worked  out  the 
details  of  it. 

7382.  I  ask  you  that  question  because  we  have  had  the  answers  here  by  various 
witnesses  tending  in  the  other  direction,  and  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  give  a  definite 
answer  in  that  way  ? — Yes. 

7383.  That  is  where  the  Electrical  Engineer  comes  in  ? — Yes. 

7384.  I  notice  in  your  list  that  you  have  given  us  here  of  the  evidence  which  you 
were  prepared  to  give,  you  mention  “Form  of  account.”  Are  the  accounts  framed  in 

^  this  country  pretty  much  on  the  same  lines  as  those  framed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  ? — 
The  form  of  accounts  kept  by  the  Board  of  Trade  differ  slightly  from  the  Municipal 
Councils  there.  But  in  this  country  the  accounts  are  not  kept  according  to  the  form  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  at  all. 

7385.  In  your  opinion,  should  they  be  kept  in  the  form  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ? — 
It  is  a  very  good  form  indeed,  and  it  would  be  desirable  for  purposes  of  comparison 
that  all  the  accounts  in  this  country  should  be  kept  in  the  same  form. 

7386.  Wherein  lies  the  difference  ? — The  difference  lies  in  this,  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  accounts  look  on  electric  supply  as  an  industry  as  existing  for  more  than  one 
year,  whereas  the  accounts  kept  here  are  on  a  different  principle  and  they  try  to  squeeze 
in  everything  in  a  particular  year,  and  this  should  not  be  done  in  the  case  of  industries 
which  last  over  several  years.  This  system  is  especially  unfavourable  in  the  ease  of 
such  concerns  as  electric  lighting  works. 

7387.  In  other  words,  you  are  of  opinion  that  for  industrial  concerns  the  accounts 
should  he  kept  in  a  commercial  form  ? — Yes,  so  as  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  case. 

7388.  Then  I  wish  to  put  to  you  the  general  question  with  regard  to  Government 
control ;  do  you  think  it  is  desirable  that  Government  should  have  some  control  over 
electric  lighting  concerns  ? — Companies  are  controlled  under  the  Companies  Act.  Then 
there  are  Standing  Orders  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  under  Municipalities,  and  I 
think  we  are  suffering  from  the  want  of  control.  It  would  prevent  a  scheme  being 
rushed  through  when  the  ratepayers  are  not  very  much  interested  in  the  concern.  The 
principle  is  recognised  at  Home  with  the  Local  Government  Board,  where  schemes  with 
plaus  are  brought  forward  at  au  inquiry  held  by  an  appointed  Inspector ;  the  principle 
is  the  same  with  the  House  of  Assembly  practice,  where,  according  to  the  Standing 
Rules  and  Orders,  plans  are  to  be  submitted  of  the  proposed  work,  and  the  whole 
scheme  is  carefully  gone  into.  The  ratepayers  are  scarcely  in  a  position  to  judge  of 
the  merits  of  the  scheme. 

7389.  In  other  words,  in  your  opinion  the  men  dealing  with  the  business  are 
really  not  always  capable  of  judging  as  to  the  best  scheme  to  be  adopted? — Yes;  I 
suppose  you  have  had  a  lot  of  evidence  here  as  to  what  Cape  Town  is  going  to  be  ten 
years  hence.  Now  that  is  a  difficult  thing  to  get  at,  and  you  want  men  of  large 
experience  to  go  into  such  matters.  The  question  is  not  what  really  the  electric  plant 
is  now,  but  what  it  is  going  to  be  in  the  future.  You  are  dealing  with  a  growing 
concern. 

7390.  One  of  the  points  of  an  electric  scheme  is  that  it  deals  with  the  future? — 
Entirely. 

7391.  Dr.  Anderson .]  It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  give  the  average  charge  per  unit 
for  electric  lighting,  but  is  it  not  a  fact  that  Companies  make  an  arrangement  by  which 
they  charge  so  much  for  the  first  hour  and  then  after  that  much  less  ? — There  are  many 
sohemes,  and  one  of  them  is  to  make  a  high  charge  for  the  first  hour  and  a  smaller 
charge  after  that.  All  these  schemes  exercise  a  considerable  influence  upon  the  con¬ 
sumer  and  that  is  why  these  different  methods  are  adopted,  as  the  consumer  looks  at 
the  small  charge  which  comes  after  the  first  hour.  But  of  course  to  get  at  the  average 
there  you  would  have  to  take  the  total  revenue  and  divide  it  by  the  total  number  of 
units  sold. 

7392.  Then  with  regard  to  the  question  of  the  want  of  proper  foresight — is  it  not 
a  fact  that  many  of  the  Municipalities  in  England  hive  had  to  increase  their  capital 
largely  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  have  had  to  change  their  plant  within  a  very  short 
time  as  the  original  plant  became  obsolete  ? — I  cannot  say  that  there  are  many,  but 
there  are  one  or  two  eases  where  it  has  happened.  Aud  that  is  exactly  what  I  referred 
to :  if  the  promoters  when  they  put  up  their  buildings  would  only  make  provision 
for  more  room  for  further  engines,  then  they  would  not  have  to  put  up  further 
buildings  when  they  want  to  extend  their  plant. 

7393.  But  some  of  the  Municipalities  were  really  the  pioneers  and  they  suffered 
very  much  in  that  respect  ? — They  did  not  come  in  till  1899 — that  was  the  case  of 
Bradford.  The  earlier  concerns  were  all  run  by  Companies. 
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7394.  What  about  Blackpool  ?  Had  they  not  their  lighting  earlier? — I  do  not 
know  Blackpool. 

7395.  Mr.  Gurney.']  From  what  you  say,  I  gather  that  it  is  your  opinion  that 
when  an  electric  lighting  scheme  is  submitted  to  the  Government  by  any  Municipality, 
the  Government  should  consider  it  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  future  ? — You  have 
always  to  do  that,  because  it  is  the  most  important  thing  to  watch. 

7396.  I  daresay  that  you  are  aware  that  many  schemes  for  public  works  do  come 
to  the  Government  Departments  for  criticism,  aud  that  the  only  points  that  they  look 
to  is  whether  a  return  can  be  expected  from  the  money  proposed  to  be  put  into  the 
concern,  and  that  the  population  or  the  question  as  to  whether  they  should  go  in  for  a 
larger  scheme  or  not,  is  not  considered  ?  —  Yes. 

7397.  But  you  say  that  the  Government  should  take  that  into  consideration  ? — 

Yes. 

7398.  So  that  in  the  case  of  an  electric  lighting  scheme  the  Government  should 
always  give  full  consideration  to  it  ? — If  the  Government  has  technical  advisers  they 
will  always  consider  the  scheme  in  all  its  bearings. 

7399.  Take  the  water  question:  when  that  is  submitted  to  the  Government  by  a 
Municipality  with  a  view  to  raising  money,  the  Government  would  criticise  the  way  in 
which  it  is  proposed  to  build  the  works,  but  the  Government  would  not  go  into  the 
question  as  to  whether  it  is  large  enough  or  not.  But  you  say  they  should  do  so  ?  — 
Yes,  you  must  look  to  the  future  because  the  country  is  growing. 

7400.  Aud  the  electric  lighting  they  must  consider  in  regard  te  future  develop¬ 
ments,  you  say  ?--Yes,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  as  the  growth  is  so  very  rapid. 


WEDNESDAY,  14th  MAY,  1902. 


Present : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman). 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 
Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
Mr.  De  Yilliers. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 
Mr.  J.  Lawrence. 
Mr.  Stewart. 


Mr.  Theodore  Vollmer  further  examined. 


7401.  Chairman.]  Before  questioning  you  further  on  the  matters  submitted 
to  us,  I  find,  on  reading  through  your  evidence,  that  there  are  one  or  two  points  upon 
which  I  would  like  more  information.  They  are  mainly  historical,  but  there  is  some 
confusion  in  my  miqd  about  them  which  I  would  like  to  clear  up.  A  certain  Water  Com¬ 
pany  obtained  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  1882.  That  Company  was  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  Wynberg,  Claremont,  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray,  and  a  certain 
portion  of  Cape  Town,  with  water.  Parliament  gave  that  Company  the  right  to  some¬ 
thing  like  2,000  acres  of  land  on  the  top  of  Table  Mountain  as  a  collecting  area  ? — I 
believe  so. 

7402.  Were  you  not  in  Wynberg  at  that  time? — I  was  not. 

7403.  And  you  do  not  know  why  no  action  was  taken  by  Wynberg  in  connection 
with  that  Company  ? — I  think  that  they  could  not  agree. 

7404.  At  that  time  Wynberg  was  part  of  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

7405.  By  some  omission,  the  Bill  came  before  Parliament  without  rating  powers 
over  those  Municipalities  ? — I  think  so. 

7406.  And  the  only  source  of  revenue  that  the  Company  could  expect  was  by  the 
sale  of  water  to  those  who  liked  to  use  it  ? — Yes. 

7407.  The  Act  was  passed  under  those  conditions  ? — Yes. 

7408.  Nothing  was  done  for  four  or  five  years,  but  all  that  time  Wynberg,  as 
part  of  Liesbeek,  and  Cape  Town  had  it  in  their  power  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
powers  of  that  Company  ? — I  believe  so. 

7409.  Do  you  not  know  why  they  never  availed  themselves  of  the  Company? — I 
cannot  speak  positively.  I  do  not  know,  because  I  was  not  there. 

7410.  Was  the  reason  this — that  Wynberg  wanted  to  get  the  whole  rights  for 
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itself? — The  Wynberg ratepayers  were  against  having  anything  to  do  with  the  Water  ^  ^j!n(r 

Company  at  all.  Wynberg  were  too  poor  to  think  of  taking  over  the  whole  business  — 
themselves.  I  think  there  was  one  individual — I  forget  his  name — who  took  a  lot  of  14tb  May>  1902- 
interest  in  the  matter.  I  think  that  he  afterwards  went  to  live  at  Simonstown. 

7411.  The  proposal  to  bring  water  for  Wynberg  by  this  Company  was  kept  open 
until  1887  ? — Yes. 

7412.  And  the  Company,  finding  that  neither  Wynberg,  Claremont,  Rondebosch 
nor  Mowbray  wanted  their  services,  handed  over  tlieir  rights  practically  to  Cape  Town 
with  a  certain  reservation  for  Wynberg  ? — Yes,  that  is  most  likely.  You  know  more 
about  it  than  I  do. 

7413.  And  the  2,000  acres  of  land  upon  the  top  of  Table  Mountain  were  divided 
into  2  nearly  equal  parts — a  half  to  Cape  Town  and  a  half  to  Wynberg  ? — No,  Wynberg 
only  got  a  very  small  area,  so  small  that  the  total  rainfall  average  for  storage  thereon 
is  only  60,000,000  gallons  annually. 

7414.  What  was  the  area  acquired  by  Wynberg  ? — It  is  practically  nothing  at  all, 
just  the  reservoir  site  and  scarcely  anything  more. 

7415.  How  was  the  area  divided  ? — Cape  Town  has  the  whole  of  the  Back  streams 
right  up  ;  an  enormous  area  where  the  running  stream  goes  through.  Wynberg’s  area 
is  a  miserable  little  thing. 

7416.  In  the  evidence  before  Select  Committees  it  was  indicated  that  Wynberg 
would  have  over  1,000  acres  by  that  deal  ? — Our  land  upon  the  Mountain  is  really 
worth  nothing ;  land  there  is  worth  nothing  unless  you  can  store  water. 

7417.  You  mean  it  is  only  really  useful  as  a  collecting  area  ? — Yes. 

7418.  Did  you  get  a  collecting  area  of  1,000  acres  ? — We  got  a  very  tiny  collect¬ 
ing  area,  out  of  which  we  are  storing  50,000,000  gallons  annually. 

7419.  Do  you  know  the  extent  of  that  area  ? — I  do  not. 

7420.  By  the  figures  mentioned  in  the  Committee,  it  appears  that  storage  for 
something  like  a  daily  yield  of  380,000  gallons  of  water  would  be  available  there  for 
every  day  in  the  year,  and  such  water,  it  was  understood,  was  to  be  divided  into  three 
parts — one-third  to  Cape  Town,  one-third  to  Wynberg,  and  one -third  to  the  owners 
who  would  have  their  private  rights  interfered  with  by  the  storage  for  Cape  Town 
and  Wynberg  ? — It  has  never  worked  out  that  way. 

7421.  Cape  Town  got  its  area,  I  suppose? — Yes. 

7422.  And  in  order  to  bring  that  water  to  Cape  Town,  a  tunnel  was  constructed  ? 

— Yes. 

7423.  What  has  been  the  effect  upon  your  collecting  area  of  the  construction  of 
that  tunnel  ? — As  I  said  in  my  last  evidence,  Cape  Town,  in  order  to  construct  their 
tunnel,  had  to  get  a  piece  of  ground  from  Wynberg.  Where  the  tunnel  is  approached 
from  is  part  of  cur  farm. 

7424.  It  was  not  part  of  your  farm  then  ;  you  did  not  buy  the  farm  until  a  later 
date  ? — It  was  part  of  the  farm. 

7425.  It  was  not  part  of  the  2,000  acres  granted  under  the  Water  Company’s 
rights  ? — No,  it  was  only  some  time  back  that  we  passed  the  transfer  to  the  Cape  Town 
Corporation. 

7426.  You  do  not  consider  that  the  area  of  land  that  you  were  given  is  sufficient 
to  supply  you  with  the  quantity  of  water  to  which  you  were  entitled? — No.. 

7427.  Was  it  owing  to  the  construction  of  the  tunnel  that  the  water  was  carried 
off  ? — Yes. 

7428.  Did  the  tunnel  take  all  the  water  that  fell  on  the  area  ? — Yes. 

7429.  Wynberg’s  Water  Act  was  promulgated  on  the  9th  August,  1887  ? — Yes. 

7430.  That  Act  gave  Wynberg  certain  rights,  and  on  the  16th  September,  a  month 
after  the  Act  came  into  force,  the  Council  purchased  the  Orange  Kloof  farm  ? — Yes. 

7431.  Why  ? — Because  that  area  on  the  mountain  would  have  been  no  earthly  use 
to  us  without  that  farm. 

7432.  And  you  gave  £3,600  for  it  ? — Yes. 

7433.  The  area  of  that  farm  was  about  577.morgon  ? — Yes. 

7434.  About  1,100  acres? — Yes. 

7435.  You  have  never  used  that  farm  for  collecting  purposes  ? — Not  as  yet,  but 
there  are  certain  springs  on  it. 

7436.  You  say  distinctly  Wynberg  never  obtaiued  the  quantity  of  water  promised 
from  the  collecting  area  on  the  mountain  ? — No. 

7437.  And  you  have  no  idea  of  the  extent  of  that  mountain  land  ? — I  could  not 

tell. 

7438.  Can  you  tell  us  whether  all  the  water  that  runs  off  your  area  on  the 
mountain  is  collected  by  you  or  not  ? — Every  drop,  in  fact  we  could  have  collected  it 

lower  down. 
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...  ^r.;  7439.  But  will  the  works  which  you  have  constructed  hold  all  the  water  that  you 

T '  might  obtain  ?— Yes. 

14th  May,  1902.  7440.  You  gave  £3,600  for  this  farm  of  1,100  acres  iu  1887  ?— Yes. 

7441.  And  you  have  bought  a  small  farm  of  about  7 0  acres  in  Wynberg  as  a  sewage 
farm,  for  which  you  gave  £7,000  ? — Yes. 

7442.  This  Orange  Kloof  farm  contains  very  valuable  water  rights,  does  it  not  ? 
— Yes. 

7443.  And  there  are  1,100  acres  of  it,  are  there  not  ? — We  were  very  lucky. 

7444.  You  were  not  very  luckj^  in  the  other  purchase  then  ? — We  did  as  well  as 
could  be  expected.  I  most  strongly  obj  ect  to  any  imputation  that  there  is  the  slightest 
doubt  that  we  did  not  do  our  best  in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  that  farm. 

7445.  But  you  will  admit  that  the  difference  in  the  quantity  of  laud  is  very 
considerable  ? — That  is  not  the  point. 

7446.  \ou  will  also  admit  that  the  larger  quantity  of  land  contains  very  valuable 
water  rights  ? — It  was  bought  at  a  time  when  nobody  knew  what  their  value  would  be  ; 
the  purchase  of  the  smaller  farm  was  brought  before  the  notice  of  the  ratepayers  and 
they  consider  that  we  had  done  our  best.  It  looks  as  though  you  thought  we  had  not 
been  doing  our  duty,  whereas  no  other  body  of  naen  could  have  done  better. 

7447.  Is  the  difference  owing  to  the  price  of  land  having  risen  ? — Yes  ;  and  also 
it  is  due  to  one  farm  being  far  away  from  a  centre  of  population  whilst  the  other  is 
close  to  Wynberg. 

7448.  Yes  ;  but  the  other  had  very  valuable  water  rights  ? — -That  may  be,  but 
the  people  did  not  realise  it.  If  the  purchasing  had  to  be  done  now,  we  would  have 
to  pay  a  different  price  for  it. 

7449.  Government  has  quite  recently  agreed  to  give  you  an  additional  area  on 
the  top  of  the  mountain  ? — That  is  so. 

7450.  What  is  the  quantity  of  the  land  ? — I  have  no  idea. 

7451.  Is  it  as  large  as  the  piece  of  land  you  had  before  ? — It  is  just  one  valley. 

7452.  What  have  you  paid  for  it  ? — Something  like  £800. 

7453.  Is  that  for  the  new  piece  only  ? — Only  for  the  new  piece. 

7 454.  Is  this  going  to  add  to  your  water  conservancy  ?  Is  it  a  valuable  collecting 
area  ? — It  ought  to  help  us  a  little. 

7455.  Why  did  you  buy  it  ? — It  is  adjoining  our  present  piece,  and  it  was  better 
for  us  to  buy  it.  We  might  require  that  area  to  make  up  the  50,000,000  gallons  for 
the  reservoirs  in  very  dry  years.  We  saw  that  it  was  an  adjoining  piece  and  that  it 
might  possibly  be  useful,  and,  as  it  was  useless  as  it  was,  we  applied  for  it.  We  can 
easily  cut  a  furrow  and  bring  the  water  down  to  our  storage. 

7456.  As  far  as  you  know  the  proposed  arrangements  on  the  top  of  Table 
Mountain  did  not  work  out  very  satisfactorily  for  Wynberg? — No,  they  did  not. 

7457.  But  how  did  they  work  out  for  Cape  Town  ? — Very  well  indeed;  they  have 
two  large  reservoirs. 

7458.  Have  they  got  all  the  water  they  anticipated  ? — I  should  think  so,  and  a 
good  deal  more. 

7459.  You  do  not  know  positively  ? — I  do  know.  I  have  been  on  the  top 
frequently.  I  know  what  they  get. 

7460.  Do  they  get  it  to  your  prejudice? — Yes,  indirectly,  because  all  the  water 
used  to  run  through  the  Orange  Kloof,  through  our  farm. 

7461.  You  do  not  admit  that  that  was  owing  to  the  neglect  of  others,  and,  mainly, 
Wynberg  ? — I  would  not  say  that  Cape  Town  was  altogether  to  blame.  Wynberg  is 
to  blame  to  a  certain  extent. 

7462.  Wynberg  could  have  had  all  this  water  if  they  had  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  and  looked  into  the  future  a  little  ? — Most  likely. 

7463.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  In  connection  with  some  questions  which  I  put  to  you  the 
other  day  concerning  certain  cement,  you  were  good  enough  to  suggest  that  the 
matter  might  be  investigated  by  an  examination  of  the  Council’s  books.  I  have  taken 
advantage  of  your  suggestion  and  have  made  the  necessary  investigations.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  an  account  handed  to  me  by  the  Secretary,  showing  the  cost  of  the  new 
reservoir  to  the  31st  January,  1899,  and  in  that  figures  the  item  to  which  I 
referred,  “  Loss  on  cement,  £493  4s.  2d.”  I  find  on  investigation  that  £249  of  that 
really  represents  the  cost  of  raising  the  loan,  and  £244  4s.  2d.  is  the  loss  on  the 
cement.  This  loss  is  due  to  the  arrangement  under  which  the  Council  had  to  supply 
the  contractor  with  cement  at  14s.  per  cask,  and  had  to  purchase  it  at  a  slightly  in¬ 
creased  price.  The  matter  was,  therefore,  clearly  in  order.  The  loss  was  a  bona  fide 
loss,  resulting  from  the  exigencies  of  business.  That  item,  therefore,  is  quite  satis¬ 
factorily  explained.  Passing  from  that  to  the  sale,  to  a  ratepayer,  of  certain  400 
casks  and  124  casks,  I  find  that  these  were  actually  sold,  as  you  indicated, 
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at  cost  price  —  actual  cost  price ;  and  that  sale  is  in  no  way  concerned  with 
the  item  of  £493.  You  have  stated  in  your  evidence  that  cement  at  that  time  was 
very  scarce,  and  that  a  very  much  higher  figure  might  have  been  realised  than  the  cost  l4tli 
price  to  you,  but  you  expressed  your  opinion  to  us,  on  the  9th,  on  that  matter,  and  we 
have  it  before  us  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  sale  is  as  you  described  it — a  sale  at  cost 
price,  though  at  that  time  a  much  higher  price  could  have  been  obtained  by  selling  it 
in  the  ordinary  way.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  go  again  fully  into 
this  matter  after  hearing  your  account  of  the  circumstances.  You  explained  that  you  were 
advised  that  it  must  not  be  sold  at  a  profit  ? — Yes.  I  am  very  pleased  Mr.  Gurney  has  gone 
into  the  matter,  because  it  was  necessary  that  the  good  reputation  of  our  Council  should  be 
maintained.  It  was  a  pity  that  Mr.  Grurney,  as  a  ratepayer  of  Wynberg,  and,  par¬ 
ticularly,  as  a  member  of  this  Commission,  who  could  have  had  access  to  our 
books  and  would  have  been  given  every  information  possible,  should  have  accepted 
misleading  information  of  this  nature.  It  has  caused  the  Commission  to  lose  a  lot  of 
time,  and  a  lot  of  my  time  has  been  thrown  away  over  the  matter.  I  can  always  safely 
say  this :  that  our  Council  are  particularly  anxious  to  have  every  matter  clear 
and  open.  We  do  not  want  to  have  a  breath  of  suspicion  thrown  upon  us. 

7464.  Chairman.]  Theu  you  should  be  thankful  to  the  Commission  for  having 
broached  this  matter  ? — No  ;  it  has  been  a  waste  of  time  to  the  Commission  ;  but,  now 
that  so  much  has  been  said  about  it,  I  would  like  to  add  in  justice  to  the  ratepayer  who 
bought  that  cement — although  I  was  very  angry  at  the  time  he  bought  it — that  I  have 
since  found  out  that  there  is  one  matter  which  really  redounds  to  his  credit.  Shortly 
after  he  had  bought  this  cement  of  ours,  and  made  such  a  bargain,  another  shipment 
came  for  us.  It  was  damaged  and  had  to  be  refused  by  the  Council.  Mr.  Mellish,  the 
landing  agent,  wrote  us  that  at  a  sale  of  damaged  cargo  the  cement  for  our  Municipality 
had  been  refused  to  be  allowed  to  be  sold,  but  that  damaged  cement,  belonging  to  other 
parties,  had  fetched  from  7s.  to  9s.  per  cask,  and  he  made  an  offer  to  take  our  consign¬ 
ment  at  8s.  per  cask.  The  ratepayer,  however,  who  had  bought  the  previous  cement 
took  this  lot  from  us,  also  at  cost  price,  so  that  where  he  benefited  in  one  way  he  ought 
to  get  the  consideration  of  having  taken  that  cement  from  us  when  it  looked  like  stand¬ 
ing  us  in  a  heavy  loss.  We  must,  therefore,  give  him  his  due  in  that  matter, 

7465.  Mr.  Gurney.]  In  asking  these  questions  I  was  only  anxious  to  get  at  the 
truth ;  there  was  no  wish  to  insinuate  anything  detrimental  to  the  Wynberg 
Municipal  Council.  When  such  tilings  are  in  the  air  it  is  desirable  that  everything 
should  be  made  public  and  the  real  facts  given  ? — Yes,  they  mix  things  up, — that  is  the 
reason  why  these  insinuations  come  to  be  made. 

7466.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Do  you  mind  explaining  shortly  this  loss  on  the  cement? — 

Mr.  Grurney  has  explained  it  quite  sufficiently.  It  is  quite  clear.  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  it. 

7467.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  With  reference  to  this  damaged  cement  which  you  have  stated 
that  a  ratepayer  took  over  at  cost  price  :  did  he  do  this  from  philanthropic  reasons  ? — 

No,  the  cement  was  worth  the  money.  He  could  use  it ;  but  I  mention  the  matter  to 
shew  that  he  was  not  a  grasping  man,  such  as  might  have  been  attributed  to  him  from  • 
the  previous  transaction,  I  do  not  say  that  he  is  a  philanthropic  man  at  all. 

7468.  It  was  a  pure  matter  of  business? — Quite  so,  but  he  stepped  in  and  relieved 
us  of  what  might  have  been  a  loss. 

7469.  I  wanted  it  to  be  on  record  that  he  did  not  step  in  and  make  a  present  of 
£200  or  £300  to  the  Council  ? — No,  not  at  all.  lie  did  not  lose  on  the  matter. 

7470.  On  the  question  of  power  to  sell  Surplus  Municipal  Stores  like  cement,  I 
suppose  the  Council  now  know  that  they  can  sell  such  stores  by  public  auction  or 
private  tender  and  make  a  profit? — I  do  not  know  that.  I  have  heard,  still,  that  we 
have  no  right  to  do  it.  It  was  held  that  if  Municipalities  stepped  in  and  imported 
cement  and  sold  it  at  a  profit  it  was  interfering  with  the  trade  of  the  town,  and  they 
had  no  right  to  do  so.  It  was  said  that  if  they  had  the  right  to  do  that  they  might 
just  as  well  set  up  a  business  of  cement  importers,  or  what  not,  and  so  interfere  with 
the  trade  of  the  neighbourhood.  I  hold  that  this  cement  transaction  was  an  excep¬ 
tional  case,  because  there  was  a  legal  opinion  that  we  had  no  option  hut  to  sell  it  at  the 
price  it  had  cost  us. 

7471.  Chairman.]  Is  there  still  a  legal  opinion  that  you  are  not  allowed  to  make 
a  profit  on  surplus  stores  ? — Yes,  I  believe  so. 

7472.  Mr.  Gurney.]  Not  a  written  opinion,  surely  ? — No,  a  verbal  opinion,  but 
recently  I  have  not  taken  any  notice  of  it. 

7473.  Perhaps  you  are  aware  that  the  Controller  and  Auditor- General  holds 
strong  opinions  upon  public  bodies  indulging  in  any  form  of  specidation,  and  has 
frequently  maintained  that  it  is  wrong  for  Government  Departments  to  wildly  order 
material  in  the  knowledge  that,  if  they  have  a  surplus,  it  would  not  matter,  because 
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T  they  could  sell  at  a  profit  ?  Sucli  speculation  has  been  discouraged  by  the  Auditor- 

_  °_mn  ■  General  for  many  years,  but,  naturally,  he  has  not  gone  further  and  said  to  any 

uth  May,  1902.  Department  that,  having  found  themselves  in  possession  of  surplus  stores,  they  must 

sell  them  at  cost  price  ? — I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that,  it  will  strengthen  our  hands  very 
much  for  the  future. 

7474.  Chairman .]  Have  you  any  public  drinking  fountains  in  Wynberg  ? — I  think 
I  have  given  my  evidence  very  fully,  already,  upon  that  point.  Our  Council  hold  that 
it  is  a  public  danger  to  have  public  drinking  troughs,  because  horses  affected  with 
glanders  infect  other  animals. 

7475.  Then  there  are  no  taps  that  people  may  get  a  bucket  of  water  from? — 
They  can  always  get  it  at  the  station.  There  is  a  stand-pipe  there,  where  they  can 
take  it  out  by  means  of  a  bucket. 

7470.  How  far  is  this  from  the  sluit  where  people  go  to  dip  in  their  buckets  ? — It 
is  a  good  distance  away.  The  sluit  is  near  the  middle  of  Wynberg  and  the  stand-pipe 

is  at  the  station.  If  there  was  any  general  desire  we  could  put  up  other  stand-pipes. 

We  have  a  number  of  them. 

7477.  But  how  are  the  people  to  express  their  desire  ?  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the 
Municipality  to  provide  for  the  public  wants  ? — Our  people  are  verjr  quick  to  ask  for  what 
they  want.  We  cannot  give  the  poor  people  water  free.  If  they  want  water  they  can 
have  it  by  paying  for  it.  It  would  not  do  for  us  to  be  putting  up  taps  right  through¬ 
out  Wynberg  for  people  to  come  and  take  water  as  they  want  it. 

7478.  Mr.  Gurney.']  There  are  no  people  in  Wynberg  too  poor  to  pay  for  water  ? 
No,  they  can  all  pay  for  it. 

7479.  Chairman .]  Then  you  ought  to  have  powers  to  compel  them  to  take  water? 
— Yes,  Parliament  ought  to  give  it  to  us. 

7480.  Have  you  applied  for  those  powers  ? — No.  We  do  not  like  to  force  people 
against  their  will. 

7481.  Would  you  rather  force  them  to  drink  out  of  this  sluit  ? — No,  they  do  not 
drink  the  water  there.  It  is  dry  in  summer  time  ;  they  never  use  the  water  for 
drinking  but  only  for  washing. 

7482.  It  is  there  for  them  to  drink  from  if  they  want  to  ?— -In  winter,  but  not  in 
summer  ;  there  is  no  water  there  in  summer. 

.  7483.  You  object  to  the  policy  of  compelling  the  public  to  use  a  reliable  water 
supply  ? — I  do  not  think  it  as  a  wise  policy  to  force  people. 

7483(a).  Mr.  Stewart.']  The  question  was  asked  you  the  other  day  whether  the 
levels  of  the  drainage  scheme  are  those  made  by  Mr.  Dunscombe  ? — No,  they  are  not 
those  made  by  Mr.  Dunscombe. 

7484.  Did  Mr.  Dunscombe  take  any  levels  ? — I  do  not  know,  but  I  know  that  a 
new  set  of  levels  have  been  taken  and  they  are  lodged  in  our  engineer’s  office. 

7485.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Municipality  went  to  considerable  expense  in 
making  a  survey  of  the  town  and  taking  a  complete  set  of  levels? — Yes,  that  is  the 
case. 

•  7486.  Some  time  in  October,  1900,  I  intimated  to  the  Town  Council  that  as  a 

result  of  an  enquiry  which  1  had  made  in  England  I  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  scheme  originally  suggested  by  me  for  the  drainage  would  meet  the  requirements 
of  your  district  ? — I  believe  that  is  the  case. 

7487.  But  I  think  I  pointed  out  to  you  that,  because  of  improvements  which  were 
being  made  from  time  to  time,  it  was  desirable  that  some  small  details  in  the  Disposal 
Works  should  be  left  over  as  long  as  possible? — Quite  so.  I  have  put  in  letters  which 
dispose  of  that  question. 

7488.  Mr.  Lawrence.~\  You  said  that  the  Military  paid  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  the 
drainage  scheme  ? — Yes,  one-eighth. 

7489.  Is  that  on  actual  cost  or  on  estimate  ? — On  estimate. 

7490.  And  how  are  they  affected  if  the  estimate  is  exceeded  ? — It  does  not  affect 
them. 

7491.  Chmrman .]  You  promised  us  the  reports  and  plans  upon  which  you  were 
going  to  work  in  this  drainage  scheme  of  yours  ? — Have  you  read  the  last  letter  ? 
Professor  Simpson  has  gone  carefully  into  the  matter,  and  we  have  the  permission  of 
the  Government  to  proceed.  That  permission  was  given  so  far  back  as  April,  1901. 
That  matter  is  therefore  disposed  of.  The  letter  of  the  Colonial  Government  says  that 
they  are  quite  satisfied,  and  we  can  proceed. 

7492.  You  mean  the  correspondence  you  have  put  in  to-day  ? — I  am  referring  to 
the  letter  dated  the  1st  April,  1901.  It  says  that  the  Colonial  Secretary  has  instructed 
his  Department  to  return  all  plans  and  documents,  and  to  intimate  that,  subject  to  a 
certain  proper  provision,  he  is  satisfied  that  the  proposed  scheme  is  a  suitable  one 
and  the  best  practicable  one.  That  was  after  Professor  Simpson  had  gone  into  the  scheme. 
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7493.  Then  do  you  mean  that  you  put  this  letter  in  instead  of  the  engineer’s 
plans  ? — Yes. 

7494.  You  mean  that  you  cannot  let  us  have  the  plans  ? — We  do  not  want  to  open  i*th 
up  that  question  again.  We  do  not  want  our  drainage  works  to  be  held  back  any 
longer.  We  have  the  sanction  of  the  Government  to  proceed.  Professor  Simpson  says 
that  it  is  the  best  practicable  scheme,  so  why  should  we  waste  any  further  time  over  it ; 

We  cannot  re-open  anything  that  the  Government  lias  done. 

7495.  You  object  to  let  us  see  the  plans  ? — Yes,  why  should  you  see  them  ? 

7496.  Have  you  plans  for  a  septic  tank  ? — We  have  got  everything.  Professor 
Simpson  has  satisfied  himself  that  the  whole  thing  is  in  order.  You  have  a  member  of 
this  Commission  who  can  give  you  everything  you  require.  I  am  sure  that  you  can 
get  from  our  engineer  everything  that  you  want. 

7497.  Mr.  Lawrence.']  But  you  see  we  cannot  get  him  into  the  box?— That  is 
your  business. 

7498.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Your  Council  first  applied  to  Government  for  the  sanction 
of  this  scheme  on  the  14th  of  November,  1900  ? — Quite  so..  I  said  all  that  last  time. 

7499.  And  then  it  was  found  that  you  had  not  furnished  the  requisite  information 
upon  which  sanction  could  be  based  ? — I  have  answered  questions  bearing  on  that. 

7500.  So  that  Government  on  the  7th  December  of  the  same  year  wrote  for 
further  information  ? — Yes,  I  believe  that  is  so. 

7501.  And  on  the  12th  December — a  few  days  later— you  furnished  further  infor¬ 
mation  ? — I  believe  that  is  so. 

7502.  Within  a  week  or  two  of  that,  plague  broke  out  iu  the  Peninsula  and  the 
work  of  the  Health  Department  was  iu  consequence  somewhat  delayed  ? — I  daresay. 

7503.  But,  apart  from  that,  no  decision  of  the  Government  could  be  come  to 
because  the  information  supplied  byr  your  Council  was  still  inperfect  ? — Yes,  but  on 
purpose. 

7504.  But,  in  order  to  assist  your  Council  as  far  as  possible,  as  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Colony  was  unable  to  give  an  opinion  of  the  merits  of  the  scheme  on 
the  imperfect  information  furnished  by  your  Council,  Professor  Simpson  was  asked  to 
report,  and  I  will  read  his  report  as  I  have  it  here.  It  is  dated  the  19th  March,  1901. 

He  says :  “  The  description  of  the  septic  tanks  and  the  bacteriological  filters  is 

extremely  vague  and  conveys  no  idea  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  are  to  be  con¬ 
structed,  or  of  the  material  to  be  used  in  the  filters,  it  would  be  unsafe  to  pass  any 
plans  upon  so  indefinite  a  statement.” — Quite  so. 

7505.  Government  then  wrote  on  the  20th  March,  asking  you  to  furnish  further 
information  as  what  you  had  supplied  was  too  indefinite.  Have  you  put  that  letter 
in  ? — Yes. 

7506.  It  then  appears  that  Professor  Simpson  met  Mr.  Stewart  ? — No,  the  plans 
were  first  put  in. 

7507.  Professor  Simpson  then  was  supplied  with  further  information,  and  on  that 
he  reported  thus  on  the  29th  March  :  “  My  opinion  only  refers  to  the  disposal  of  the 
sewage,  the  scheme  proposed  may  be  passed  on  the  understanding  that  the  effluent 
from  the  filters  passes  on  to  the  land  referred  to  before  flowing  into  the  Vlei.” — 
Quite  so. 

7508.  The  Government,  being  doubtless  anxious  not  to  hinder  you,  passed  rather 
a  hasty  sanction  of  the  scheme,  in  fact  in  my  opinion  it  was  too  hasty  ? — They 
were  your  superiors,  and  should  know  tbeir  work. 

7509.  You  then  went  on  with  your  scheme  and  found  that,  in  spite  of  this  sanction 
you  were  still  in  difficulties  owing  to  the  fact  that  you  had  not  got  permission  to  go 
outside  the  area  of  your  Municipality  ? — I  beg  your  pardon  ;  that  is  not  the  point. 

7510.  Then  on  the  8th  January,  1902,  you  put  a  notice  into  the  paper  to  the  effect 
that  under  Sections  39  and  40  of  Act  32  of  1893,  the  Council  proposed  to  construct 
certain  sewage  works  outside  the  limits  of  the  Municipality,  and  that  plans  were  open 
for  inspection  ? — We  have  dealt  with  this  at  great  length  already. 

7511.  You  then  went  to  the  Government  to  get  their  sanction  before  proceeding 
with  the  laying  of  your  pipes  outside  the  Municipality.  But  opposition  had  been 
experienced  outside  the  Municipality  and,  on  the  21st  March  of  this  year,  Government 
replied  to  your  letter  of  application  for  sanction  to  the  drainage  scheme,  saying  that  as 
the  matter  was  one  coming  within  the  scope  of  this  Commission  the  Colonial  Secretary 
was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  come  to  any  decision  until  the  Com¬ 
mission  had  had  the  opportunity  of  expressing  its  views  on  the  matter.  When  you 
got  that  letter  you  decided  to  snap  your  fingers  and  get  out  of  the  necessity  of  obtaining 
the  sanction  of  the  Government  by  purchasing  outright  for  £900  the  farm  outside  the 
Municipality  over  whioh  you  wish  to  run  your  pipe? — We  were  not  going  to  lose 
money  on  the  contract. 
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f~rir)nfl.  7512.  Will  you  give  us  any  further  information  upon  this  matter  ? — It  is  simply 

—  '  wasting  time.  This  matter  is  disposed  of,  and  I  refuse  to  give  any  farther  evidence 

May.  1902.  upon  it.  We  have  got  the  promise  of  the  Government  that  we  can  go  on  with  our 
work,  and  I_ refuse  to  give  any  further  evideuce  on  drainage.  That  is  the  end  of  it. 

7513.  I  suppose  we  cannot  compel  you,  Mr.  Vollmer  ? — No,  you  cannot.  Here 
nm  T  coming  day  after  day  and  you  are  wasting  my  time.  I  cannot  waste  any  more 
time. 

7514.  Chairman.']  I  see  that  the  letters  you  put  in  this  morning  are  not  the  whole 
that  bear  upon  the  case.  The  last  letter  you  put  in  is  dated  1st  April,  1901 — that  is 
14  months  ago? — Quite  so;  we  got  permission  on  that  day  and  we  don’t  want 
the  matter  opeued  up  any  further. 

7515.  You  got  further  letters  since  that  date  ? — Quite  so. 

7516.  But  you  did  not  put  them  in  ? — No. 

7517.  But  according  to  what  Dr.  Gregory  says,  important  developments  have 
occurred  since  then  ? — Iwill  not  give  you  any  further  evidence  about  it.  I  liavo  said 
all  I  have  to  say  about  this  drainage  matter.  Let  us  get  to  something  else.  The 
official  members  are  only  trying  to  put  me  into  a  corner. 

7518.  Dr.  Gregory  does  not  want  to  put  you  into  a  corner  ? — He  does  I  object. 
The  two  Government  officials  are  only  put  here  to  harass  oue.  I  think  the  whole  Commis¬ 
sion  can  feel  that.  Witnesses  do  not.  come  here  to  be  badgered.  We  come  here  for 
the  benefit  of  everyone  and  this  is  the  way  we  are  treated. 

7519.  Tell  me  your  grievances? — We  are  badgered.  It  is  right  down  obstruction. 
This  drainage  business,  in  the  way  it  has  been  handled,  is  nothing  but  obstruction. 

7520.  Please  explain  what  you  mean  ? — I  have  explained.  I  cannot  waste  any 
more  time  about  it.  I  must  finish  to-day.  I  have  no  more  time  to  give  to  the 
Commission. 

7521.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Of  the  details  of  your  drainage  scheme  the  Commission 
knows  nothing  except  that  it  is  to  discharge  into  the  Princess  Ylei,  which  is  a  small 
and  more  or  less  landlocked  piece  of  water.  Around  that  Ylei  the  ground  is  being 
sold  in  building  lots  and  there  is  no  question  that  in  the  future,  I  think  we  may  say 
the  near  future,  this  ground  will  be  built  on.  Now,  it  becomes  an  important  point  not 
only  to  the  health  of  the  future  inhabitants  of  this  spot  but  also  for  the  Municipality  of 
Wynberg  in  regard  to  future  economy  in  drainage  matters,  that  the  suitability  of  that 
place  for  the  discharge  of  drainage,  or  the  effluent  from  drainage,  and  in  the  latter  case 
the  suitability  of  the  system  to  be  adopted  tor  producing  an  effluent  of  sufficient  purity, 
should  be  thoroughly  thrashed  out.  Professor  Simpson  was  asked  to  give  his  opinion 
upon  it  and,  as  I  have  shewn,  up  to  the  last  moment,  the  Town  Council  of  Wynberg 
supplied  no  adequate  data  upon  which  to  come  to  an  opinion.  Eventually,  Professor 
Simpson  gave  a  conditional  approval  to  the  manner  of  the  disposing  of  your  sewage 
effluent,  and  the  condition  contained  in  his  report  clearly  shews  that  he  had  in  view 
the  prospect  of  Princess  Ylei  becoming  polluted  so  as  to  be  a  danger  to  health.  That 
this  possibility  was  in  his  mind  is  shewn  by  the  fact  that  he  lays  down  the  condition 
that  the  effluent  from  these  tanks  shall  not  be  discharged  direct  into  the  Ylei,  but  shall 
be  subject  to  some  form  of  treatment,  by  broad  irrigation,  on  the  sand  before  it  reaches 
the  Ylei.  Whether  it  runs  in  the  first  instance  on  to  the  sand  of  the  piece  of  ground 
belonging  to  the  Council,  only  seventy  acres  in  extent  and  bordering  on  the  Ylei  or 
whether  it  discharges  at  once  into  the  Vlei,  eventually  your  sewage  or  sewage  effluent 
is  going  into  the  Princess  Ylei  ? — It  is  not. 

7522.  And  it  is,  eminently,  a  matter  that  should  be  most  carefully  thrashed  out 
before  coming  to  a  final  decision.  There  is  no  wish  whatever  to  hinder  the  Council  in 
carrying  out  this  urgently  needed  sanitary  scheme,  but  it  is  necessary  that  the  public 
health  should  be  protected  and  that  the  best  possible  means  of  dealing  with  the  sewage 
of  Wynberg  should  be  found  ? — Yes. 

7523.  Chairman.]  So  I  understand,  Mr.  Yollmer,  that  you  do  not  want  to  tell  us 
ything  more  about  the  drainage  ? — I  have  said  everything.  It  is  very  evident  that 

the  drainage  will  not  go  into  the  Ylei.  How  do  people  do  it  in  England  ? 

7524.  And  we  cannot  see  the  plans  upon  which  you  are  to  work  out  this  scheme  ? 
Did  you  ask  the  engineer  if  he  would  allow  us  to  see  the  plans  ? — I  have  no 
objection  to  your  seeing  the  plans  if  the  engineer  shows  them  to  you,  but  we,  as  a 
Council,  will  not  be  put  to  any  further  delay  in  the  matter.  We  consider  that  the 
matter  is  now  closed,  and  if  we,  as  a  Council,  put  in  those  plans  before  this  Commis¬ 
sion,  we  re-open  the  matter  again, 

7525.  The  Commission  is  one  of  inquiry.  We  are  not  to  decide  upon  whether 
your  plans  must  be  carried  through  or  not? — That  is  just  the  point.  What  we  object 
to  is  being  hampered  and  kept  back  in  this  work.  We  must  proceed  to  work  at  once, 
and  if  we  give  you  our  plans  we  must  wait  until  we  get  your  decision  upon  them. 
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7526.  Do  you  suppose  that  we  are  asking  for  these  plans  for  the  purpose  of 
obstructing  you  in  your  drainage  mattei’s  ? — You  can  have  them  from  Mr.  Stewart,  but 
we,  as  a  Council,  will  not  give  them  to  you. 

7527.  Then  I  ask  you  to  bring  the  matter  before  your  Council  and  get  them  to 
put  it  to  the  Engineer  to  see  if  he  has  any  objection  to  our  examining  the  plans  ?— I 
will  put  it  to  the  Council. 

7528.  The  plans  are  yours,  and,  with  the  sanction  of  the  man  who  designed  them, 
I  do  not  see  what  objection  there  can  be  to  our  seeing  them.  We  have  no  intention 
whatever  to  obstruct  you  or  worry  you  in  any  way  whatever.  We  are  here  to  make  an 
inquiry  on  lines  set  out  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  we  find  ourselves  met  with  this 
difficulty  at  the  very  outset  of  our  inquiry  ?  We  have  no  desire  to  hinder,  but  rather  to 
help  your  Council  ? — If  it  is  distinctly  understood  that  the  plans  are  put  in  for  your 
information  we  have  no  objection  to  your  seeing  them,  but  we  point  blank  refuse  to  be 
delayed  any  longer.  We  will  not  hold  ourselves  bound  to  stop  our  works  until  you 
have  reported  upon  the  scheme.  We  do  not  agree  to  put  the  matter  back  any  further. 
If  that  is  plainly  understood  there  is  no  objection  to  your  seeing  the  plans,  but  we  are 
not  to  be  hindered  any  fui’ther. 

7529.  Let  us  now  refer  to  the  question  of  streets  and  roads  :  is  there  much  to  say 

about  the  streets  at  Wynberg  ?  1  suppose  you  have  spent  a  good  deal  of  money  in 

maintaining  and  improving  your  streets  ? — We  have. 

7530.  In  the  matter  of  the  roads  in  the  Wynberg  district,  are  your  relations  with 
the  Divisional  Council  friendly  ? — Yes.  very  friendly. 

7531.  I  see,  by  a  return  put  in  by  the  Divisional  Council,  that,  in  1901, 
the  Divisional  Council  obtained  as  revenue  from  Wynberg  £3,452,  and  spent  on  roads 
in  the  Wynberg  district,  in  the  same  year,  the  sum  of  £1,028  ? — Is  that  all  ? 

7532.  And  they  say  that  they  maintain  8Jths  miles  in  your  district.  lu  addition 
to  that  they  put  in  an  additional  £106  per  mile  for  macadam  used  in  the  construction  of 
your  roads  ? — They  spent  that  besides  the  £1,028  ?  I  understood  they  spent  altogether 
£2,400. 

7533.  The  average  per  mile  including  macadam  is  £222  ? — That  is  £1,800.  I 
thought  it  was  more. 

7534.  You  are  aware  that  something  of  the  same  kind  occurs  in  the  other  Muni¬ 
cipalities,  and  a  grievance  seems  to  be  felt  that  the  Divisional  Council  get  a  good  deal 
of  revenue,  and  do  not  spend  anything  like  that  amount  upon  the  roads  within  the 
Municipality  ? — That  is  the  case. 

7535.  With  a  view  to  putting  these  matters  on  a  somewhat  better  basis  a 
Conference  took  place  at  which  Divisional  Council  and  Municipal  Delegates  adopted 
certain  resolutions;  do  you  know  of  that? — The  main  idea  was  that  the  Councils  were 
prepared  to  take  over  the  roads  in  their  areas. 

7536.  Were  you  at  the  Conference? — I  was  at  one  Conference. 

7537.  On  reading  through  the  report,  I  see  Wynberg  was  represented  by  Mr. 
Voskule  ? — That  is  our  present  Mayor. 

7538.  Certain  resolutions  were  adopted  which  were  to  be  sent  to  the  various 
Municipal  Councils  concerned  ? — Our  Council  has  not  dealt  with  the  matter  at  all. 

7539.  So  that  you  would  not  be  prepared  to  say  what  the  views  of  your  Council 
would  be  ? — No,  only  in  a  general  way. 

7540.  Can  you  give  us  your  own  view  on  the  question  of  the  future  of  Divisional 
Councils  ? — I  would  rather  give  it  at  a  later  period. 

7541.  Mr.  Gurney.~\  In  addition  to  keeping  streets  in  order  you  will  admit  that  a 
very  important  duty  of  Municipal  Councils  is  to  see  that  the  streets  are  of  a  proper 
width  ? — Quite  so. 

7542.  Has  the  Council  been  following  that  up  ? — Wherever  we  could  do  so. 

7543.  You  had  a  survey  of  the  Aliwal  Hoad  lately? — Unfortunately  the  Aliwal 
Hoad  is  vested  in  the  Divisional  Council. 

7544.  It  has  lately  been  surveyed  ? — Yes,  we  wanted  to  lay  a  kerb  and  gutter. 

7545.  Is  there  not  a  tendency  of  the  inhabitants  to  annex  more  and  more  of  the 
road  ? — Yes,  there  was  in  olden  times.  We  have  had  to  fight  many  battles  over 
what  has  taken  place  20  years  ago.  We  have  had  to  go  to  law  and  adopt  all  sorts  of 
means  to  get  our  own  property  back. 

7546.  A  similar  survey  was  made  in  connection  with  the  Ottery  Hoad  ? — Yes, 
there  a  good  many  people  have  encroached  upon  the  street. 

7547.  It  is  supposed  to  be  a  road  100  feet  in  width,  is  it  not? — I  could  not  say, 
it  is  a  very  wide  street. 

7548.  Perhaps  200  feet? — No,  not  quite,  between  60  feet  and  100  feet. 

7549.  The  survey  showed,  did  it  not,  that  the  inhabitants  had  annexed  a  consider¬ 
able  slice  on  both  sides  ? — We  hold  a  right  over  it.  As  the  road  is  of  such  a  width 
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we  have  laid  down  a  building  line  and  given  the  people  the  option  to  buy  what  they 
have  encroached,  and  we  have  made  the  road  a  uniform  width  of  60  feet,  I  believe. 

7550.  ILas  anybody  bought  this  encroached  land? — -No  one  has  bought  yet. 

7551.  And  you  have  not  caused  them  to  put  their  fences  back  ? — No. 

7552.  The  Town  Council  sold  some  land  in  Ottery  Road,  did  they  not? — One 


piece. 

7553.  By  public  auction  ? — No,  it  was  a  sale  at  a  stipulated  price  of  £100,  I 
believe.  It  was  considered  a  fair  value  for  the  land.  It  was  adjoining  the  land  owned 
by  the  person  who  purchased  it.  We  had  had  a  lot  of  trouble  with  it. 

7554.  There  was  no  formal  valuation  of  the  land  ? — No. 

7555.  Do  you  not  think  that  you  should  have  sold  it  by  public  auction  ? — We 
would  not  have  got  the  money  we  did  for  it.  It  was  a  piece  of  waste  land,  and  the 
stormwater  frequently  overflowed  it.  The  adjoining  owner  wanted  this  piece  of  land 
in  order  to  be  able  to  protect  himself  from  these  overflows. 

7556.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  Council  should  follow  up  these  cases  of 
encroachment — I  do  not  mean  in  Ottery-road  alone — and  force  the  people  to  put 
their  fences  back  ? — We  like  to  deal  with  people  leniently.  They  gradually  come  to 
us.  It  is  merely  a  matter  of  waiting,  but  if  one  becomes  impatient  with  the  rate¬ 
payers  they  resent  it,  and  nothing  is  gained  by  it. 

7557.  Chairman.']  In  the  matter  of  lighting ;  you  are  at  present  in  negotiations, 
are  you  not? — We  are  not  exactly  negotiating. 

7558.  You  have  the  electric  light  at  Wynberg? — Yes. 

7559.  By  whom  is  it  supplied  ? — By  the  Peninsula  Lighting  Company. 

7560.  That  Company  supplies  other  Municipalities  in  the  suburbs,  does  it  not  ? — 

Yes. 

7561.  Have  you  an  agreement  with  them? — Yes,  we  have  an  agreement  dated 
the  12th  September,  1892,  undef  whioh  agreement  they  have,  for  10  years,  the  right 
to  supply  Wynberg  with  electric  light.  They  have  a  monopoly  at  a  fixed  price. 

7562.  And  at  the  end  of  the  10  years? — At  the  expiration  ef  the  agreement  we 
have  the  right  to  take  over  their  works  and  plant.  And  if  we  do  not  do  it  then,  we  may 
do  it  five  years  afterwards  or  five  years  later  again,  but  at  the  end  of  20  years  the 
monopoly  ceases  altogether,  whether  notice  is  given  or  not. 

7563.  Then  the  works  will  be  taken  over  by  arbitration,  I  presume? — We  have 
come  to  an  understanding  with  them  and  they  are  removing  their  works  to  Claremont, 
so  that,  if  Wynberg  took  over  the  electric  lighting  of  their  area  at  any  time,  they 
would  only  have  tp  take  over  poles  and  such  like  matters.  They  w'ould  not  have  to 
take  over  machinery  or  buildings. 

7564.  What  are  the  charges  of  the  Lighting  Company? — For  the  private  con¬ 
sumption  of  ratepayers  the  charge  is  Is.  9d.  per  unit  and  to  the  Municipality  9d.  for 
each  lamp  of  20  candle  power  per  night.  A  few  years  ago  we  made  a  reduction  of  10 
per  cent,  on  that  9d. 

7565.  How  many  public  lamps  have  you  at  Wynberg  ? — About  150. 

7566.  How  many  hours  per  day  do  they  burn  as  a  rule  ? — According  to  the  con¬ 
tract  they  must  burn  an  average  of  six  hours  per  day. 

7567.  Is  there  any  great  difference  between  the  charge  to  the  Municipal  Council 
and  the  charge  to  private  consumers  ? — There  is  no  great  difference.  The  quantity  of 
electricity  used  in  the  street  lamps  does  not  represent  a  unit.  They  never  use  a  unit 
in  6  hour’s — nothing  like  it. 

7568.  What  does  a  unit  represent  ? — It  is  reckoned  that  a  unit  of  electricity  will 
keep  a  16  candle  lamp  burning  for  16  hours. 

7569.  Then  the  price  to  private  consumers  is  practically  the  same  as  the  price  to 
the  Municipality  ? — Yes,  but  as  soon  as  the  new  works  of  the  Company  are  finished  the 
price  to  the  private  consumer  will  be  reduced  to  Is.  6d.  per  unit. 

7570.  Has  the  use  of  electric  light  spread  very  much  in  Wynberg  ? — Yes;  the 
Company  cannot  supply  sufficient  for  the  town. 

7571.  Is  there  gas  at  Wynberg  ? — Not  at  present,  but  the  Gras  Company  have 
taken  steps  to  put  in  a  gasometer  at  Wynberg. 

7572.  You  say  that  electric  lighting  is  forcing  its  way  in  private  houses? — Yes, 
but  particularly  in  shops. 

7573.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  It  is  used  in  the  churches  too,  is  it  not  ?— Yes,  I  think  so. 

7574.  Chairman.]  Is  it  used  in  houses  at  a  distance  from  the  town  ? — Yes,  at  a 
fair  distance. 

7575.  Iiow  far  do  they  carry  their  lines? — Wherever  street-lighting  goes  on  they 
are  quite  prepared  to  take  on  private  lighting. 

7576.  There  is  no  area  marked  off  within  which  they  must  supply  lighting  ? — 
They  have  to  go  a  certain  distance  according  to  the  agreement.  We  have  the  power  to 
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compel  them  to  extend  to  a  certain  distance,  but  it  must  not  be  further  than  a  certain  ’i'oUmu- 
distance  from  the  last  pole.  At  present,  they  have  not  power  enough  to  supply  more  '  ‘ 

electricity.  11111  19°-- 

7577.  Are  you  going  to  renew  the  agreement  ? — We  have  practically  agreed,  for  ^ 
another  5  years. 

7578.  Is  it  concluded  ? — Yes,  until  the  end  of  1907. 

7579.  You  considered  that  that  was  better  than  municipalising  the  enterprise  ? — 

We  have  as  much  hay  on  our  fork  now  as  we  can  deal  with. 

7580.  Is  the  Company  a  flourishing  concern  ? — At  present  it  does  not  pay  very 
well,  but  it  will  do  so  in  course  of  time. 

y-  7581.  Do  you  get  the  same  terms  as  at  Claremont  ? — I  do  not  know  what  the 

terms  at  Claremont  are. 

7582.  The  Company  are  at  liberty  to  make  whatever  arrangements  they  like  with 
the  various  Municipalities  ? — Oh,  yes. 

7583.  Is  there  any  combined  action  on  the  part  of  the  Municipalities  to  make  an 
agreement  with  the  Company  ? — Claremont  has  approached  us  to  send  3  delegates  to 
discuss  this  matter  of  electric  lighting.  I  believe  the  Electric  Lighting  Company  are 
prepared  to  hand  over  their  works  on  certain  terms.  We  appointed  3  delegates  to 
discuss  the  matter. 

7584.  And  the  question  to  be  discussed  is  whether  the  Municipalities  take  over 
the  enterprise  or  not  ? — Yes. 

7585.  Have  the  delegates  been  given  power  to  act  ? — No,  they  have  just  been 
given  power  to  report. 

7586.  You  are  working  cautiously  ? — Yes,  cautiously. 

7587.  Have  you  public  wash-houses  ?— ■ No  ;  we  deferred  making  public  wash¬ 
houses  until  our  drainage  scheme  was  finished  because  of  the  trouble  in  dealing  with 
the  effluent. 

7588.  Where  do  the  people  wash  now  ? — Diep  River,  Princess  Ylei,  in  the  back¬ 
yards  of  houses,  and  in  fact  everywhere,  and  therefore  it  was  necessary  that  we  should 
finish  our  drainage  scheme  quickly  so  that  we  could  put  up  our  wash-houses. 

7589.  Could  not  a  portion  of  the  farm  which  you  have  recently  bought  as  a  sewage 
farm  be  used  ? — As  I  say,  people  go  to  Princess  Ylei  to  wash  ;  you  frequently  see  them 
there  standing  in  the  water  and  I  objected  very  much. 

7590.  That  is  not  an  up-to-date  thing  for  Wynberg? — We  cannot  help  it.  We 
have  no  power ;  Government  have  the  power. 

7591.  You  have  as  much  power  as  Mowbray  surely  ? — I  do  not  know. 

7592.  What  is  to  hinder  you  from  putting  up  wash-houses  on  your  farm  ? — There 
is  the  laying  of  the  pipe  and  the  discharge  of  the  effluent. 

7593.  What  do  you  mean  to  do  ? — We  mean  to  have  a  wash-house  as  soou  as  the 
drainage  is  finished. 

7594.  That  will  take  three  or  four  years  ? — Yes. 

7595.  What  is  to  hinder  you  from  doing  now  what  Mowbray  has  done  ? — We  are 
quite  satisfied  to  do  what  we  think  proper.  I  do  not  know  what  Mowbray  does.  It  is 
possible  that  within  a  year  we  may  be  able  to  send  down  the  water  to  wash-houses. 

We  might  be  able  to  do  that  before  our  whole  scheme  is  finished  if  it  came  to  a  matter 
of  extreme  urgency,  but  it  is  a  dangerous  proceeding  to  send  down  a  lot  of  soapy  water 
without  preparing  for  it. 

7596.  You  said  that  people  wash  clothes  at  their  houses,  so  that  you  are  apparently 
prepared  to  let  the  soapy  water  run  into  the  streets  ? — No,  the  people  do  not  put  their 
washing  water  into  the  streets.  We  take  it  away. 

7597.  How  ? — In  the  slops  ;  wherever  we  can  prevent  washing  in  the  back  yards 
we  do  so.  We  do  not  allow  them  to  run  their  soapy  water  into  the  streets. 

7598.  And  the  poor  people ;  do  you  take  their  dirty  water  away  too  ? — All  dirty 
water. 

7599.  How  far  is  your  farm  from  the  nearest  water  pipe  ? — If  miles. 

7600.  What  then  would  it  cost  you  to  run  a  two-inch  pipe  to  carry  water  there  for 
people  to  wash  with  ? — That  is  a  practical  point  which  I  cannot  answer ;  besides,  the 
people  would  not  go  right  away  down  to  our  farm. 

7601.  But  you  could  compel  them  to  go,  could  you  not? — We  are  not  fond  of 
compelling.  It  is  far  easier  to  bring  them  over  to  act  in  a  sensible  way. 

7602.  In  the  matter  of  public  slaughter-houses,  what  do  you  do  ? — They  are 
removed  out  of  Wynberg. 

7603.  You  have  done  better  then  iu  that  direction  than  in  that  of  the  wash¬ 
houses  ? — Oh  yes !  slaughter-houses  are  far  away. 

7604.  Where  are  they  ? — At  Diep  River. 

7605.  Are  they  outside  the  Municipality? — I  thiuk  that  they  were  recent  iv 
brought  within  the  boundary  of  the  Municipality,  but  we  decided  that  we  would  n^t 
bother  them  so  long  as  they  kept  the  places  clean. 
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And  do  you  know  that  they  keep  the  places  clean? — We  do. 

Have  you  an  inspector  who  looks  after  them? — Yes. 

Are  they  on  private  or  public  property  ? — Private  property. 

Have  the  slaughter-house  proprietors  bought  the  land  ? — Yes,  they  have  got 
any  amount  of  land. 

7610.  Do  they  carry  on  business  at  Wynberg  ? — Yes. 

7611.  Do  you  get  reports  about  tbe  slaughter-houses  from  time  to  time  ? — Yes. 

7612.  Are  there  any  other  public  works  of  a  miscellaneous  character  at  Wynberg, 
such  as  cricket  ground,  public  baths,  or  anything  of  that  sort? — No,  we  are  not  so  far 
advanced  as  that  yet. 

7613.  Mr.  Stewart .]  Washing  clothes  in  Princess  Vlei  must  have  a  bad  effect  on 
the  water  there,  surely  ? — Yes,  right  round  there  it  is  very  dirty,  and  if  you  tread  in 
the  mud  at  the  edge  of  the  Ylei  it  creates  a  smell. 

7614.  Are  you  aware  of  any  analysis  of  the  water  there  since  the  drainage  scheme 
was  proposed  ? — I  think  there  was  an  analysis,  but  I  do  not  know  any  of  the  facts 
about  it. 

7615.  Dr.  Anderson.']  Have  you  an  up-to-date  Fire  Brigade  at  Wynberg  ? — Yes, 

I  am  glad  to  say  an  up-to-date  one. 

7616.  Have  you  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  there? — Not  exactly  ;  we  have 
an  Observation  Ward,  and  there  is  the  Victoria  Cottage  Hospital.  We  have  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  Government  and  Cape  Town  to  send  anything  very  bad  to  Rentzkie’s  Farm. 

7617.  Wha  do  }mu  do  in  cases  of  diphtheria? — They  would  be  dealt  with  at 
tneir  homes.  It  is  a  disease  which,  generally,  is  confined  to  children,  and  their  parents 
object  very  often  to  their  being  taken  away. 

7618.  Chairman.]  And  so  you  are  content  to  let  them  alone  ? — I  would  not  allow 
any  child  of  mine  suffering  from  diphtheria  to  go  out  of  my  house. 

7619.  Mr.  Lawrence.]  Have  you  had  much  in  the  way  of  infectious  diseases  at 
Wynberg? — We  have  had  a  good  many  sporadic  cases  of  enteric  fever  and  typhoid 
fever,  but  they  were  always  of  a  very  mild  character. 

7620.  Is  that  peculiar  to  Wynberg? — I  should  say  that  it  is  perhaps  endemic. 

7621.  Have  you  much  diphtheria  at  Wynberg  ? — Not  much,  and  such  cases  as  we 
have  had  have  been  very  mild.  We  have  had  returns  of  diphtheria,  and  two  days  after¬ 
wards  we  have  seen  the  children  playing  about  the  streets. 

7622.  You  do  not  anticipate  that,  when  your  effluent  gets  to  Princess  Vlei,  it  will 
improve  the  water  there? — I  hope  it  will  never  reach  there.  Some  time  ago  the 
Military  used  to  send  all  their  slop-water  as  it  came  from  the  Camp  into  the  sluit 
with  of  course  a  very  bad  result.  We  stopped  them  by  bringing  the  matter  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  but  they  continued  to  do  it  and  we  took  out  an  interdict.  I  gave  out 
as  my  opinion  that  they  could  treat  that  water  over  a  small  strip  of  ground  which  they 
had.  All  their  doctors  screamed  out  in  horror  at  my  proposal,  but  it  was  done  and  has 
been  a  great  success,  and  it  has  been  used  for  some  years  without  ill  effects.  I  shewed 
that  it  was  practicable. 

7623.  Chairman.]  When  was  the  last  case  of  typhoid  fever  reported  to  the 
Council  ? — I  cannot  say ;  it  is  endemic  with  us. 

7624.  Is  that  due  to  the  drinking  of  water  from  the  sluit? — There  is  no  water 
there  to  drink  in  summer  time. 

7625.  I  suppose  the  people  who  go  to  Princess  Vlei  drink  the  water  there  ? — I  am 
afraid  that  they  do,  too  often.  I  know  that  my  boys  generally  go  down  there,  and 
when  they  do  I  always  send  water  down  to  them  from  Wynberg.  I  will  not  let  them 
drink  the  water  of  the  Vlei. 

7626.  Is  Princess  Vlei  within  the  Municipality  ? — A  portion  belongs  to  the  estate  of 
Zeekoe  Vlei ;  a  portion  belongs  to  Government,  and  only  a  tiny  little  strip  belongs  to 
the  Wynberg  Municipality. 

7627.  Is  there  any  river  running  into  it  ? — In  winter  all  the  water  from  Wynberg 
goes  into  it. 

7628.  It  is  like  a  Dead  Sea  then? — Oh,  dear  no;  there  is  always  a  lot  of  wind 
about  there  which  keeps  it  moving. 

7629.  But  there  i3  no  real  outlet  to  it,  I  understand  ? — All  the  Vleis  are  like  that. 

7630.  Then  I  suppose,  with  all  this  washing  and  the  dirty  water  running  into  the 
Vlei,  it  becomes  very  offensive  in  smell? — These  vleis  do  not  become  stinking  until  you 
stir  them  up.  If  you  do  not  tread  in  the  mud,  or  otherwise  stir  up  the  mud,  it  is, 
otherwise,  clear,  pure  water. 

7631.  Can  you  do  nothing  to  make  the  vlei  less  offensive  ? — I  do  not  know. 

7632.  Can  it  not  be  drained  at  all  ? — Why  should  it  be  ? 

7633.  To  get  rid  of  such  a  hot-bed  of  fever  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  a  hot-bed  of 
lever.  I  would  not  call  it  anything  of  that  sort.  But  how  could  it  be  drained  ? 
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7634.  What?  Is  it  impossible  to  drain  it? — It  is  cut  off  from  the  sea  by  very  T  yfiimer 
high  sand  hills.  Of  course  if  the  Government  want  it  to  be  drained  the  Government  '  — 
could  do  it,  but  I  do  not  think  that  the  people  of  the  Zoekoe  Ylei  Estate  would  allow  nth  May,  1902 
it.  They  look  upon  it  as  rather  an  attractive  sheet  of  water,  and  so  long  as  nothing 

bad  is  put  into  it  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  anything  dangerous  about  it. 

7635.  But  you  are  going  to  drain  into  it  ? — I  will  tell  you  that  Wynberg  will  not 
put  anything  bad  into  it.  If  it  does  I  will  see  that  it  is  stopped.  That  I  can  pro¬ 
mise  you  faithfully,  doctors  or  no  doctors. 

7636.  Are  people  buying  property  about  Princess  Ylei? — I  have  bought  some 
myself.  I  am  shewing  my  practical  faith  in  the  place  and  my  faith  that  it  will  not  be 
spoilt  by  Wynberg’s  sewage  scheme. 

7637.  Do  you  like  the  prospect  of  people  washing  their  clothes  in  front  of  your 
door  ? — No,  I  object  to  it  very  much.  You  can  take  it  from  me  that  our  sewage 
scheme  will  not  pollute  Princess  Ylei. 

7638.  Mr.  Stewart.~\  With  reference  to  the  pollution  of  the  vlei  by  the  effluent,  do 
you  happen  to  know  whether  the  effluent  from  the  bacteriological  tanks  has  not  some¬ 
times  been  drunk  ? — I  may  say  this  :  that  Mr.  Wyllie,  a  member  of  the  Cape  Town 
Counoil,  had  a  short  conversation  with  me  a  little  while  ago,  and  he  told  me  that  he 
had  made  inspections  of  sewage  works  of  the  kind  which  we  propose  to  adopt  at  Wyn- 
berg,  and  lie  said  that  he  had  actually  put  the  effluent  into  his  own  mouth.  I  may  also 
say  that  Dr.  Wright,  who  was  our  District  Surgeon,  went  to  England  and  wrote  most 
glowing  accounts  to  me  about  the  system  of  sewage  which  we  propose  to  adopt,  from 
practical  experience  of  its  working  there.  Everyone  who  has  gone  into  the  matter  of 
the  bacteriological  treatment  of  sewage  has  satisfied  himself  of  its  success. 

7639.  The  object  of  the  Council  is  to  put  into  Princess  Ylei  an  effluent,  if  ever  one 
goes  in  at  all,  of  a  purer  character  than  that  which  goes  in  now  ?  —  Decidedly. 

7640.  Chairman .]  Is  any  further  alteration  of  your  area,  or  boundary,  likely  or 
desirable ;  you  have  spoken  to  us  of  three :  the  Diep  River  addition,  the  Orange 
Kloof  Farm,  and  the  piece  on  the  top  of  the  Mountain  ? — I  could  hardly  call  those 
additions  at  Orange  Kloof  and  on  the  Monntain ;  they  cannot  be  called  parts  of  the 
Wynberg  Municipality. 

7641.  You  have  added  them  to  your  landed  property  ? — Yes,  that  is  so.  But 
with  reference  to  further  additions  to  the  Municipality,  I  think  it  would  be  far  better 
to  wait  until  our  neighbours  are  ready  to  be  taken  in,  and  then  we  could  always 
approach  the  matter.  It  is  no  use  jumping  anybody.  If  they  are  prepared  to  come  in, 
or  Government  consider  it  necessary  that  they  should  be  taken  in,  we  can  discuss  the 
matter. 

7642.  You  do  not  think  the  time  has  arrived  when  you  should  extend  your 
boundaries? — Not  on  our  own  account. 

7643.  On  the  matter  of  amalgamation  ;  are  you  ready  to  unite  with  Claremont, 

Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  ? — It  seems  to  me  that  the  main  point  in  this  matter  of 
amalgamation  has  been  quite  overlooked  so  far.  The  Commission  has  been  sitting  here 
and  the  newspapers  arc  urging  the  matter  of  amalgamation,  but  no  trouble  seems  to 
have  been  taken  to  find  the  feeling  of  the  ratepayers.  You  must  find  it  here  from 
themselves.  It  may  be  held  that  the  opinion  of  the  Councillors  is  not  the  opinion  of 
the  general  body  of  ratepayers,  and  it  is  therefore  desirable  to  find  out  the  state  of  the 
case  from  the  ratepayers  themselves. 

7644.  What  are  we  doing  then  in  sitting  here  ?  Are  we  not  taking  the  feelings 
of  Councillors,  with  the  idea  to  get  the  ratepayers  afterwards  ? — Speaking  as  a  Councillor, 
we  in  Wynberg  do  not  see  the  advisability  of  amalgamation.  I  do  not  think  the  time 
has  arrived  yet  for  any  such  action.  It  will  arrive,  no  doubt,  in  course  of  time,  but  at 
present  there  are  so  many  problems  to  be  dealt  with,  which  are  far  better  dealt  with  by 
smaller  bodies  who  take  a  more  personal  interest  in  the  matter,  that  amalgamation 
would  be  out  of  place.  Large  bodies,  take  even  our  own  Cape  Divisional  Council,  do 
not  tend  to  that  interest  amongst  numbers  that  is  so  desirable.  What  goes  on  in  little 
Councils  is  more  open  to  the  ratepayer  and  the  ratepayer  keeps  his  representative  up 
to  the  mark.  When  a  lot  of  these  works  have  been  completed  and  it  is  more  or  less  a 
matter  of  administration  the  work  would  be  done  much  cheaper  by  a  larger  body,  but 
whilst  these  works  have  to  be  done  it  is  far  better  to  leave  it  in  the  state  that  it  is  in  at 
present,  because  the  smaller  bodies  will  take  more  interest  in  the  work. 

7645.  I  would  like  a  definite  statement  from  you  as  to  the  particular  way  in  which 
you  think  the  incorporation  of  Wynberg  with  the  other  Municipalities  will  interfere 
with  the  interests  of  Wynberg.  Can  you  give  us  a  specific  case  ? — If  a  Wynberg 
matter  cropped  up  on  a  large  body,  of  which  Wynberg  was  but  a  small  part,  we  would 
have  no  guarantee  whatsoever,  that  the  whole  of  the  Council  would  be  frieudly  disposed 
to  Wynberg,  and  our  representative  might  be  out-voted.  In  that  way  a  matter  of 
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T  rJihner  Sreat  importance  to  Wynberg  would  be  shelved.  We  would  have  to  be  content  because 
—  we  were  governed  by  the  majority. 

14th  May,  1902.  7646.  But  where  would  that  majority  come  from  ? — The  other  Municipalities 

would  be  represented.  Eaoh  Municipality  would  have  its  own  representative,  and 
Cape  Town  would  dominate. 

7647.  But  did  you  not  say  before  that  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Wynberg  had  large  interests  in  Cape  Town  ? — No,  I  said  that  a  large  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Wynberg  were  civil  servants  who  had  their  work  in  Cape  Town. 

7648.  Did  you  not  say  business  men  also? — I  did  not  say  business  men  ;  they  are 
only  very  few.  There  are  very  few  residents  of  Wynberg  with  property  interests  in 
Cape  Town,  so  that  Cape  Town  would  not  look  after  Wynberg. 

7649.  Then,  as  I  understand  it,  your  first  argument  against  amalgamation  is  that 
it  would  interfere  with  the  proper  development  of  Wynberg.  What  is  the  next 
argument  ? — There  are  a  number  of  arguments. 

7650.  Are  they  based  on  pure  opinion? — May-be  it  is  opinion  but  it  is  strong 
opinion.  You  must  take  the  opinion  of  the  ratepayers  themselves.  Everyone  who  has 
approached  me  has  said :  “  You  must  oppose  tooth  and  nail  any  amalgamation  with 
the  other  Municipalities.”  If  you  took  a  vote,  I  am  sure  that  you  would  not  get  more 
than  one  in  every  100  in  Wynberg  who  would  vote  for  amalgamation. 

7651.  What  is  this  based  upon  ;  it  must  be  based  upon  something? — You  cannot 
force  a  big  Municipality  like  Wynberg  to  join  in  a  thing  of  this  sort  against  its  will. 
If  you  bring  a  lot  of  people  together  who  do  not  want  to  work  together,  you  oannot 
make  them  work  together. 

7652.  What  are  your  reasons  for  saying  that  they  will  not  work  ?  Is  it  purely 
an  idea  ? — Because  Wynberg  stands  on  a  far  better  basis  than  the  other  Municipalities. 

7653.  Now,  you  have  given  us  a  reason  for  the  isolation  of  Wynberg  ;  it  is  that 
your  financial  position  is  better,  and  in  other  ways  you  are  so  much  superior  to  the 
other  Municipalities  that  you  could  not  make  the  sacrifice  ? — Yes. 

7654.  Do  you  not  think  that  that  is  tbe  best  reason  why  you  should  combine  ? — 
I  would  like  to  be  converted  on  the  point. 

7655.  Well,  people  are  not  supposed  to  lire  for  themselves  alone  ? — Oh,  you  think 
we  ought  to  give  our  surplus  to  others. 

7656.  You  say  you  have  a  lot  of  good  things  in  Wynberg;  a  splendid  water 
supply ;  an  intelligent  body  of  ratepayers — in  fact,  the  whole  position  of  the  Munici¬ 
pality  is  first  class  ? — Yes. 

7657.  Then  is  not  that  one  of  the  strongest  reasons  why  you  should  be  amalga¬ 
mated  with  the  others  ? — And  be  pulled  down  to  their  level  ? 

7658.  No  ;  for  you  to  raise  them  to  your  level  ? — That  I  do  not  know.  It  would 
mean  levelling  us  down  to  their  level.  It  is  a  very  nice  idea  to  have  amalgamation, 
but  one  must  deal  with  practical  facts.  As  it  is,  and  speaking  as  one  who  has  had  a 
lot  to  do  with  Municipal  work,  I  do  not  think  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  amalgama¬ 
tion.  The  various  bodies  of  the  Peninsula  coidd  not  work  well  together. 

7659.  But  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  longer  you  delay  a  matter  of  this  sort  the  more 
difficult  it  will  become?— No,  you  see,  already,  that  Claremont,  llondebosch  and 
Mowbray  are  practically  united. 

7660.  Wynberg  was  at  one  time  with  them  also  ? — They  were  forced  They  did 
not  desire  it,  and  you  cannot  force  people  against  their  will. 

7661.  Then  I  have  this  reason  :  that  your  position  is  so  enviable  that  you  cannot 
think  of  sacrificing  it.  Is  there  any  other  reason  ?— Reasons  could  always  be  found. 
1  have  not  gone  into  the  matter  thoroughly,  and  I  do  not  like  to  give  evidence  on 
matters  when  I  do  not  know  what  it  is  tending  to. 

7662.  Are  you  afraid  of  your  rates  ? — Our  rates  might  increase. 

7663.  That  is  not  at  all  necessary  ;  Wynberg  might  be  joined  and  still  keep  its 
own  rate  ? — I  think  the  main  reason  is  that  amalgamation  would  not  work  practically 
at  present.  The  difficulty  might  be  overcome  in  course  of  time.  I  have  not  all  the 
facts  before  me,  at  present,  and  all  I  can  say  is  that  I  am  only  telling  you  what  has 
been  told  me  by  the  Council,  that  they  as  a  body  must  object  to  amalgamation.  As  a 
ratepayer  I  might  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  but  I  am  representing  the  Wynberg 
Council  and  have  to  say  that  they  are  not  prepared  to  amalgamate 

7664.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  yourself  to  look  at  this  from  a  broader 
point  of  view  ? — If  you  had  one  large  Municipal  body — I  do  not  want  to  make  any 
reflection,  but  I  am  just  putting  the  matter  from  one  point  of  view — what  is  the  reason 
that  the  Councillors  of  Wynberg  and  other  places  keep  getting  into  trouble  of  the  kiud 
of  which  we  have  heard  so  much  ? — Let  me  tell  you  that  there  is  far  more  danger  of 
jobbery  in  large  bodies  than  in  small  ones.  In  a  big  body  a  matter  like  the  cement 
transaction  which  has  been  explained  to  you  would  never  have  been  noticed  at  all.  If 
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there  had  been  jobbery  in  it,  it  would  have  gone  through  without  any  public  reference  ^u,ner 
to  it.  It  was  only  because  it  happened  in  a  small  body  like  ours  that  the  ratepayers  ' 
got  to  know  about  it  and  would  not  let  it  alone.  In  small  communities  everybody  Hth  May,  1902 
knows  everybody  else’s  doings,  and  each  one  is  keen  to  see  that  his  public  representa¬ 
tives  act  fairly  and  honourably. 

7665.  But  is  it  not  a  fact  that  it  is  just  the  other  way,  and  that  the  smallness  of 
the  Municipality  caused  the  scandal  ? — No,  it  is  not  the  other  way.  The  big  Council 
can  do  as  it  likes  and  one  never  knows  what  has  gone  on,  but  in  small  places  they  watch 
each  other  jealously. 

7666.  But  why  have  they  to  be  watched  ? — Because  you  cannot  get  a  body  of  men 
together  without  finding  some  that  want  watching.  You  never  have  a  complete  body 
of  ideal  men. 

7667.  We  are  not  speaking  about  persons,  but  on  a  general  principle;  and  do  you 
not  think  that  in  a  small  Municipality  you  have,  as  Councillors,  a  smaller  class  of  man  ? 

The  ratepayers  see  this,  and  when  matters  take  place  that  do  not  explain  themselves  you 
have  them  saying  that  these  things  have  not  been  done  for  nothing;  they  have  always  an 
eye  for  pickings  ? — But  you  must  bear  in  mind  that  pickings  are  far  more  likely  to  occur 
through  large  departments,  and  it  you  have  a  big  body  where  no  one  really  knows  all 
that  is  going  on  these  things  are  not  found  out.  If  we  had  a  bigger  Municipality,  our 
engineer  might  be  a  corrupt  man  and  he  might  do  things  wrongfully  which  would 
escape  notice,  but  in  a  small  Municipality  nothing  escapes.  We  are  very  jealous  in  that 
way.  If  there  was  a  far  larger  Council  there  would  be  far  more  likelihood  of  jobbery, 
and  the  ratepayers  would  be  far  more  likely  to  be  done  out  of  their  own.  To  my  know- 
lege,  no  Wynberg  Councillor  has  ever  put  anything  into  his  pocket. 

7668.  I  have  carefully  guarded  myself  not  to  speak  from  that  point  of  view  and 
not  to  throw  suspicion  upon  any  public  man,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the 
arguments  for  having  a  larger  Council  would  be  that  the  representatives  would  be 
placed  on  a  larger  platform.  People  would  regard  them  as  bigger  men  and  would 
not  be  inclined  to  impute  personal  motives  so  readily  ? — Take  Cape  Town  :  that  is  a 
big  body,  but  you  hear  far  more  talk  about  the  corruptness  of  Cape  Town  than  about 
Wynberg.  And  what  is  the  reason  of  that :  simply  because  it  is  a  far  larger  body  and 
that  people  run  them  down  far  more.  In  a  smaller  body  the  people  do  not  run  them 
down  so  much. 

7669.  We  have  heard  it  said  that  it  was  because  of  the  abuse  and  the  insinuations 
against  public  men  that  good  men  declined  to  allow  themselves  to  be  nominated  on 
public  bodies  ? — It  may  be  so,  but  it  does  not  affect  me.  I  snap  my  fingers  at  abuse.  So 
long  as  I  do  my  best  I  never  care  for  anybody.  It  may  be  that  it  prevents  better 
men  from  joining  the  Municipal  Councils,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  is  the  case. 

It  is  most  difficult  to  get  men  who  really  have  the  time  to  do  the  work.  Most  men  are 
too  indolent.  They  are  very  fond  of  criticising ;  but  when  it  comes  to  doing  the  actual 
work  they  keep  away. 

7670.  But  is  it  not  because  the  thing  is  so  small  that  the  honour  is  not  com¬ 
mensurate  with  the  trouble  ? — No,  I  might  be  on  a  big  Council  as  well  as  a  small  one, 
but  I  prefer  the  small  one,  because  I  can  be  of  more  use. 

7671.  But  in  small  Councils,  do  not  members  take  up  things  that  they  ought  not 
to  take  up  and  interfere  in  matters  where  their  interference  is  harmful  ? — I  do  not 
think  so.  I  believe  in  Councillors  looking  at  Municipal  work  personally.  You  cannot 
have  that  in  a  big  Council.  In  a  big  Council,  the  City  Engineer  reports  that  suoh  and 
such  a  thing  is  to  be  done,  or  is  done,  and  the  members,  not  having  the  opportunity  to 
personally  acquaint  themselves  with  the  facts  of  the  case,  simply  vote  for  it.  They 
cannot  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  that  is  why  I  think  that  smaller  Councils  are 
better.  The  members  can  go  into  things  themselves. 

7672.  Then  you  think  the  Wynberg  people  are  against  amalgamation  ? — Yes,  all 
their  cry  is,  “  Don’t  you  have  us  tacked  on  to  anyone.” 

7673.  And  that  is  why  you  think  they  are  an  intelligent  body  of  ratepayers,  I 
presume  ? — Yes :  they  use  their  brains  and  are  not  led  away  by  ideals. 

7674.  In  carrying  out  a  large  scheme  like  a  water-scheme  or  drainage-scheme  for 
the  Peninsula,  do  you  not  think  that  there  would  be  a  great  advantage  in  amalgama¬ 
tion  ? — No  scheme  that  Wynberg  requires  woiild  gain  by  amalgamation.  Our  natural 
position  is  such  that  we  cannot  join  with  the  other  Municipalities.  We  cannot  have  a 
drainage  scheme  common  with  the  others  because  our  town  dips  the  other  way. 

There  is  no  feeling  of  enmity  against  the  other  Municipalities.  We  are  perfectly 
friendly  with  them,  but  our  interests  are  altogether  different.  It  happens  that  nature 
placed  us  so.  Our  water  supply  is  different.  We  could  not  be  supplied  from 
Claremont  so  why  should  we  be  tacked  on  to  them  ?  They  cannot  help  us.  Should  we 
therefore  give  our  superfluity  to  them  ?  It  is  not  fair. 
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7675.  Suppose  that  you  had  to  choose  between  being  amalgamated  or  being  placed 
by  Parliament  under  a  Board  of  Works  to  bring  you  into  some  general  water  or 

.  drainage  scheme  and  rate  you  accordingly,  which  would  you  prefer  ? — The  Board  of 
Works,  because  the  other  would  not  work  at  present. 

7676.  Would  you  have  a  Board  of  Works  not  elective  or  appointed  by  your¬ 
selves  ? — It  is  all  a  matter  of  opinion. 

7677.  I  suppose  you  have  not  gained  that  opinion  by  dismissing  the  matter  with 
others  outside  ? — No,  it  is  a  matter  of  my  own  opinion ;  the  Council  have  never  had  it 
put  to  them  in  that  way. 

7678.  But  your  Council,  surely,  were  aware  that  one  of  the  objects  of  this  Com¬ 
mission  was  to  consider  the  advisability  of  a  Board  of  Works  being  formed.  You  are 
opposed  to  amalgamation,  and  therefore  the  alternative  is  a  Board  of  Works  ? — I  feel 
that  our  Council  would  agree  with  me  in  that  matter,  but  I  would  like  to  sleep  over 
that  matter. 

7679.  You  are,  of  course,  aware  that  they  would  have  to  give  this  Board  a  power 
of  rating  ? — For  what  ? 

7680.  For  the  works  they  undertook  ? — Which  works  ? 

7681.  Drains,  water,  lighting  and  other  things? — Lighting  and  water  ought  to 
pay  for  themselves,  but  there  would  be  a  rate  for  drainage. 

7682.  Would  you  throw  into  the  “  pool  ”  the  Orange  Kloof  Farm  ? — We  would 
still  hold  it.  It  would  only  be  managed  by  the  Board. 

7683.  The  water  from  it  might  be  used  for  other  Municipalities  ? — We  might  sell 
it  to  them,  but  we  would  not  give  it  to  them  ;  nobody  gives  his  property  away 
nowadays. 

7684.  Mr.  Gurney .]  If  I  understand  you  rightly,  your  feeling  really  is,  as  to 
amalgamation,  that  it  would  become  so  big  a  matter  that  it  would  necessarily  fall  into 
the  hands  of  permanent  officials  rather  than  into  the  hands  of  representatives  of  the 
ratepayers ;  is  not  that  the  underlying  idea  ? — Yes.  And  we  are  not  aufficiently 
advanced  for  that  yet,  and  these  officials  might  do  anything  and  we  would  not  know 
what  was  going  on. 

7685.  Mr.  Stewart .1  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  provisions  of  the  Water  Supply 
Act  of  1887  ?— No. 

7686.  You  do  not  know  that  it  contains  a  clause  whereby  Claremont  and  Ronde- 
bosch  could  have  claimed  a  share  of  the  water  given  to  Wynberg  by  that  Act  ? — I  do 
not  know. 

7687.  You  do  not  know  that  there  were  subsequent  negotiations  between  Ronde- 
bosch  and  Wynberg  to  enable  Rondebosoh  to  get  a  supply  ? — I  do  not  know  anything 
about  it. 

7688.  And  it  fell  through  ?— I  know  nothing  about  this  water  matter. 

7689.  Wynberg  was  prepared  to  give  up  some  of  its  benefits  and  the  other 
Municipalities  did  not  avail  themselves  of  them  ? — I  do  not  know. 

7690.  If  that  was  the  case,  is  it  possible  that  it  is  an  underlying  idea  at  Wynberg 
that  they  do  not  care  to  give  them  another  chance  ? — No,  we  have  bought  it  out  and 
out.  It  is  quite  on  a  different  footing  now.  We  paid  for  the  farm  with  our  own 
money  and  developed  it  with  our  brains  and  energy.  Why  should  we,  therefore,  give 
the  fruits  of  our  labour  away  ? 

7691.  Having  borne  the  brunt  of  the  battle,  you  do  not  see  why  they  should  come 
in  now  ? — We  want  to  have  the  fruit  of  our  work. 

7692.  Chairman.]  Is  there  not  some  other  matter  of  which  you  wanted  to  speak  ? 
— Yes;  I  wish  now  to  speak  as  a  ratepayer,  and  it  is  really  against  the  Council  that  I 
want  to  say  a  word.  The  powers  given  to  our  Suburban  Councils  go  much  too  far  in 
my  opinion.  If  the  Council  decide  upon  any  important  work,  the  ratepayers  are 
unable  to  have  sufficient  check  upon  them.  If  they  send  in  an  objection  to  anything 
which  the  Council  is  doing  the  matter  will  be  put  to  the  poll,  and  the  objectors  must 
obtain  more  than  one  half  of  all  the  voters  on  the  Voters’  Roll  before  they  can  over¬ 
throw  the  Council’s  work.  I  consider  that  is  giving  the  Council  far  too  much  power. 
Luckily,  so  far,  we  have  had  Councils  who  have  not  abused  their  powers,  but  one  must 
provide  for  the  future,  and  I  consider  that  we  should  be  placed  in  the  6ame  position  as 
Cape  Town  is  placed  in.  In  Cape  Town  the  majority  of  the  voters  actually  going  to 
the  poll  is  sufficient  to  upset  anything  against  which  they  have  objected.  As  we 
are  placed  at  Wynberg,  our  Council  have  practically  absolute  power  to  do  what  they 
like,  and  that  should  not  be  the  case. 

7693.  Mr.  Lawrence.']  Is  that  under  the  Act  of  1882? — Yes. 

7694.  That  is  the  Act  under  which  you  work  ? — Yes ;  it  is  a  most  unfair  Act  to 
the  ratepayers.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  bring  it  forward.  Although  I  am  a  Councillor 
of  long  standing,  I  maintain  that  we  are  given  far  too  much  power  under  the  Act,  and 
I  do  not  like  any  public  body  to  have  a  power  which  they  might  abuse. 
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7695.  Could  uot  the  ratepayers  fire  out  the  Councillors  at  the  next  election  ? — But 
the  mischief  would  have  been  done.  Take  the  Mowbray  case.  7 

7690.  You  mean  the  increase  of  rates  ?  But  they  could  not  come  out  at  the  lower  Uth 
rate  ? — They  mismanaged  the  whole  matter,  but  still  that  is  not  my  business  here. 

7697.  Let  us  know  what  it  was  ? — It  has  nothing  to  do  with  me.  Let  them  look 
after  themselves,  but  I  will  say  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  them  to  make  a  4d.  rate. 

7698.  Mr.  Gurney .]  Under  the  Act,  the  Council  can  fix  any  day,  or  anv  hour, 
they  like  for  taking  a  poll  when  an  objection  is  made  to  their  work  ? — Yes,  they  can 
do  as  they  like. 

7699.  They  oould  even  fix  the  poll  for  Bank  Holiday? — Yes. 

7700.  Mr.  Laurence.']  You  objected  to  be  taken  over  in  other  Municipalities,  but 
supposing  Wynberg  wanted  to  annex  some  of  them?— We  are  not  in  favour  of 
annexing. 

7701.  But  could  you  not  work  it  in  that  way? — We  would  rather  leave  it  as  it  is. 

7702.  Chairman.]  With  reference  to  the  matter  of  the  Divisional  Councils  and 
their  future,  the  resolutions  of  the  Conference  were  before  your  Council  ? — Yes,  and  I 
have  been  instructed  to  say  that  the  Council  wishes  to  leave  matters  as  they  are. 

7703.  There  was  no  resolution  ? — It  was  not  a  resolution,  but  1  was  instructed. 

7704.  Your  Council  has  not  discussed  if  officially  and  come  to  an  official 
decision? — There  was  a  resolution  that  I  should  be  appointed  to  give  the  Council’s 
opinion.  It  was  not  put  on  the  Minutes  what  the  Council’s  opinion  was. 

7705.  Then  you  are  to  speak  what  you  believe  the  opinion  of  the  Council  to  be  ? — 
yes ;  it  was  done  after  the  Council  meeting.  They  had  appointed  me,  and,  when  the 
meeting  was  over,  I  asked  the  Council  to  give  me  their  views  upon  the  various  subjects 
which  I  knew  would  be  likely  to  arise.  This  Divisional  Council  matter  resolved  itself 
into  the  matter  of  looking  after  the  roads  outside  the  Municipal  areas.  If  the  Munici¬ 
palities  have  to  pay  for  this,  besides  keeping  their  own  l'oads  in  order,  Wynberg  is 
opposed  to  it  tooth  and  nail.  As  you  see,  we  have  to  keep  up  nine  miles  of  Divisional 
roads  in  our  own  area,  so  that  if  we  had  the  other  roads,  as  well,  to  keep  in  order,  the 
burden  would  be  too  great.  The  expense  will  vise  by  leaps  and  bounds,  and  we  con¬ 
sider  that  it  would  mean  an  injustice  if  we  had  to  do  both. 

7706.  I  think  you  are  overlooking  something.  Yeu  say  that  you  object  to  spend¬ 
ing  any  more  money? — No;  we  say  that  if  wo  have  to  continue  to  keep  up  our  own 
roads  and  maintain  the  outside  roads  as  well,  we  cannot  afford  if,  because  the  charges 
would  go  up  by  leaps  and  bounds.  At  present  we  pay  £3,450  to  the  Divisional  Council, 
of  which  £2,000  is  spent  on  our  roads  and  the  other  £1,450  is  a  contribution  towards 
the  outside  roads.  If  you  look  at  it  like  that  you  will  say  that  if  we  take  over  our 
own  roads  and  pay  that  £1,450  towards  the  other  roads  it  will  be  all  right,  but  it 
would  not  work  out  like  that ;  we  would  be  having  to  pay  much  more  money 
if  we  took  a  pro  rata  share  of  the  roads  for  which  Cape  Town  gets  all  the  benefit. 
Cape  Town  would  have  no  roads  to  keep  up  in  the  Municipalities,  and  we  would  have 
to  pay  a  portion  for  the  benefit  of  Cape  Town. 

7707.  I  think  you  misunderstand  the  position.  As  you  say,  the  Divisional  Council 
take  £3,450  from  your  Municipality  in  rates,  and  they  spend  about  £2,000  upon  vour 
roads,  so  that  they  get  about  £1,450  more  than  they  spend  ;  but  the  idea,  if  the 
arrangement  goes  through  as  proposed,  and  the  Divisional  Council  ceases  to  rate  you, 
is  that  you  should  pay  no  further  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  outside  roads  than  you 
now  pay  ? — But  how  would  it  be  based  ? 

7708.  It  is  proposed  to  be  based  pro  rata  on  the  valuation  of  all  Municipal  pro¬ 
perties  ? — That  is  not  fair ;  that  is  just  my  point.  We  have  to  confinuo  to  pay  £2,000. 

7709.  No  ? — But  then  who  pays  the  £2,000  ? 

7710.  You  take  over  the  maintenance  of  the  divisional  roads  in  your  own  area  ? — 

In  that  way  we  pay  the  £2,000,  and  we  maintain  that  if  your  scheme  is  earned  through 
we  would  have  to  pay  our,  say,  £3,000  in  addition. 

7711.  How  can  that  be?— I  am  a  practical  man,  and  know  how  these  tilings  woi’k 
out.  If  you  make  our  Municipality  take  over  our  own  roads  and  give  somebody  the 
power  to  makea^ro  rata  rate  for  the  upkeep  of  the  others,  it  will  fall  heaviest  upon 
those  who  have  to  take  over  Divisional  Council  roads,  and  lightest  upon  those  who  have 
no  roads  to  take  over. 

7712.  I  do  not  think  you  understand  the  proposition.  If  the  arrangement  went 
through,  it  would  first  be  calculated  by  the  Divisional  Council  how  much  it  cost  to  keep 
up  the  outside  roads.  This  year  the  Divisional  Council  spent  on  outside  roads  the 
sum  of  £13,000,  of  which  sum  £3,000  is  derived  from  the  rates  upon  outside  Municipal 
property,  leaving  £10,000  to  be  contributed  by  the  various  Municipalities? — including 
Cape  Town  ? 

7713.  Yes.  That  amount  of  £10,000  is  all  that  the  Municipalities  would  be  liable 
for.  Cape  Town  would  be  liable  for  its  pro  rata  share  of  that  £10,000  in  proportion  to 
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Ml>.  the  valuation  on  its  properties.  At  present,  I  think  it  would  work  out  to  about  60  per 
T  cent.,  so  that  Cape  Town’s  share  of  1  his  £10,000  would  be  60  per  cent.? — Would 

nth  M;iv,  1902  they  continue  on  that  basis? 

7714.  That  is  the  proposal  ? — You  would  arrive  at  this  basis  on  present  figures 
and  keep  it  up  for  ever  ? 

7715.  That  is  the  valuation  for  the  time  being,  and  if  that  valuation  changes  the 
prorata  incidence  changes  ? — Let  us  take  it  that  £10,000  has  to  be  found  and  that 
Cape  Town  has  to  pay  60  per  cent.  If  you  keep  that  basis  for  future  payments  we 
would  have  no  objection  whatever,  but  if  you  want  to  alter  the  thing  we  would  quickly 
come  out  on  the  wrong  side.  We  would  have  to  pay  more  of  that  £10,000  than  we 
now  have. 

7716.  I  have  been  trying  to  get  other  views  upon  this  proposal,  and  I  have  put  the 
question  to  other  witnesses.  I  gathered  that  that  was  the  proposal  at  the  Conference 
of  Municipal  delegates  ? — It  may  have  been. 

7717.  You  do  not  forget  that  from  the  total  cost  of  maintaining  the  outside  roads 
the  rates  derived  from  the  outside  properties  would  first  be  deducted  ?  — I  do  not  think 
that  our  Council  would  object  to  this  proposal  if  everything  for  the  future  is  based  on 
the  present  proportion.  That  seems  to  us  quite  equitable. 

7718.  Mr.  de  Villiers. ]  Then  if  the  valuation  of  Cape  Town  rose  so  much  more  in 
proportion  to  that  of  the  other  Municipalities  that  Cape  Town  ought  to  pay  70  percent, 
instead  of  60  per  C6nt.,  you  would  be  quite  willing  to  leave  it  as  at  present  and  would 
not  object  ? — No,  we  would  leave  it  as  at  present. 

7719.  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  that,  even  if  the  Municipalities  took  over  the 
maintenance  of  the  main  roads  in  their  respective  areas,  the  Divisional  Council  should 
still  be  in  existence  ? — I  think  so,  someone  must  look  after  the  other  matters. 

7720.  If  this  plan  is  carried  out  the  Divisional  Council  would  only  have  to  deal, 
as  far  as  rates  are  concerned,  with  the  rates  outside  the  Municipalities? — Yes,  I 
understand. 

7721.  There  are  sanitary  matters  to  be  considered  outside  the  Municipal  boundaries, 
would  you  be  in  favour  of  giving  the  Divisional  Council  additional  powers  for  dealing 
with  them  ? — I  think  it  is  most  necessary. 

7722.  Is  there  anything  else  that  might  witli  advantage  be  placed  under  their 
control  ? — I  think,  myself,  they  might  be  expected  to  keep  the  side  paths  of  their  own 
roads  in  order.  They  do  not  at  present  do  so. 

7723.  Is  there  nothing  in  connection  with  general  agricultural  affairs  of  the  Cape 
Division  that  might  be  plaoed  under  the  control  of  the  Divisional  Council  ? — I  cannot 
say. 

7724.  Are  you  aware  that  they  have  very  little  power  in  matters  of  that  sort  ? — I 
believe  they  have  very  little  powers. 

7725.  Do  you  know  if  they  have  powers  for  dealing  with  the  contagious  diseases 
of  animals  ? — I  am  not  well  acquainted  with  Divisional  Council  matters. 

7726.  You  are  not  a  member  of  the  Divisional  Council? — No,  I  never  would  sit. 

7727.  Do  you  never  mean  to  ? — Oh,  I  might. 
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7728.  Chairman.]  Your  name,  please  ? — William  Craig. 

7729.  You  are  an  Associate  Member  of  the  Institute  of  Civil  Engineers  ? — Yes. 

7730.  You  were  trained  in  Aberdeen  in  Scotland,  from  1880  P— Yes. 

7731.  Your  present  position  is  that  of  Assistant  Engineer  in  the  Public  Works 
Department  ? — Yes. 

7732.  You  have  had  professional  experience  also  in  other  Colonies  ? — Yes,  I  was 
in  Australia  about  as  long  as  I  have  been  in  South  Africa — about  eight  years  in  each. 
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7733.  Have  you  had  experience  as  hydraulic,  or  drainage  engineer? — Both.  I 

have  had  experience  in  works  for  water  supply,  drainage  and  general  engineering —  '  '!!!!!_  '"'y‘ 
also  tramway  construction  and  general  city  works.  i*5th  May,  1902 

7734.  Had  you  any  official  appointment  in  Australia  ? — Yes,  I  was  Municipal 
Engineer  at  Ipswich  in  Queensland. 

7735.  And  were  you  not  also  in  Victoria  ? — Not  officially. 

7736.  And  in  New  South  Wales? — Yes,  in  Sydney. 

7737.  And  you  are  acquainted  with  the  Public  Works  systems  of  Sydney  and 
Melbourne  ? — Yes. 

7738.  When  were  you  last  in  Melbourne  ? — I  was  in  Australia  last  year  for  six 

}  months — from  February  to  September,  1901, — and  spent  a  considerable  time  in 

Sydney  and  Melbourne  getting  what  information  I  could  on  engineering  matters 
generally. 

7739.  Were  you  in  Melbourne  in  1888  ? — No,  in  1893. 

7740.  And  how  far  back  does  your  knowledge  of  Sydney  go  ? — My  knowledge  of 
Sydney  dates  as  far  back  as  1885. 

7741.  At  that  time,  was  there  in  existence  a  Board  of  Works  controlling 
drainage  and  waterworks  in  Sydney  ? — Yes. 

7742.  Was  that  Board  of  Works  created  in  consequence  of  the  trouble  with  the 
Sydney  drainage  works  ? — I  think  the  present  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  in  Sydney 
commenced  their  operations  in  1880. 

7743.  The  point  I  want  to  get  at  is  this  :  at  one  time  all  the  sewage  of  Sydney 
was  discharged  into  the  harbour  of  Port  J  ackson,  causing  a  serious  nuisance  ;  did  this 
lead  to  the  creation  of  the  Board  of  Works  at  Sydney,  to  re-organise  the  whole  system 
of  drainage  ? — Yes. 

7744.  It  was  upon  this  serious  nuisance  arising  that  a  Board  of  Works  was 
formed  in  Sydney  to  carry  out,  amongst  other  things,  the  existing  drainage  works  ? — 

Yes,  the  Board  as  at  present  constituted. 

7745.  Was  the  nuisance  in  the  harbour  so  great  that  a  new  outfall  had  to  be 
constructed  ? — I  may  say  that  now  practically  all  the  sewage  from  the  main  portion  of 
he  city  is  discharged  into  the  Pacific  Ocean  about  five  miles  south  of  Sydney  Heads. 

7746.  The  Sydney  people  could  not  stand  the  harbour  pollution,  and  took  steps 
to  get  rid  of  it  ? — Yes. 

7747.  It  was  about  1887  that  Melbourne  got  into  difficulties  owing  to  the  insuffi¬ 
ciency  of  its  water  supply,  and  also  owing  to  the  deficiency  of  its  drainage  ? — Yes ; 
they  had  no  drainage  at  all  at  that  time. 

7748.  And  a  Commission  of  Enquiry  was  appointed  at  the  time  ? — Yes. 

7749.  And  one  of  the  recommendations  of  that  Commission  was  that  a  Board  of 
Works  should  be  started  for  Melbourne  on  the  same  lines  as  the  Board  of  Works  at 
Sydney  ? — Yes,  but  there  was  a  considerable  difference  in  the  constitution  of  the  two 
Boards,  although  they  were  working  towards  the  same  end. 

7750.  The  objects  were  the  same  ? — Yes. 

7751.  At  that  time  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Melbourne  there  were  something  like 
twenty-four  Local  Authorities  ? — Yes ;  there  were  eighteen  towns  and  six  shires — 
twenty-four  in  all. 

7752.  And  this  Board  of  Works  was  formed  by  representatives  chosen  by  the 
several  boroughs  and  the  shires  ? — Yes. 

7753.  The  Board  consists  of  about  forty  members? — Yes;  more  representatives 
were  chosen  by  the  larger  towns  than  by  the  smaller  ones. 

7754.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Melbourne  City  is  represented  by  six  members  ? — Yes. 

7755.  And  South  Melbourne  by  four  members  ? — Yes. 

7756.  The  other  boroughs  are  represented — some  by  three  members,  some  by  two, 
and  the  greater  number  by  one  member? — Yes,  in  proportion  to  their  area  and 
population. 

7757.  The  Board  has  an  elective  Chairman  who  is  paid  a  salary  of  something  like 
£1,500  a  year? — Yes,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  was  previously  the  Town  Clerk  in 
Melbourne. 

7758.  The  Board  has  very  great  powers? — Yes. 

7759.  And  the  members  are  all  elected  in  the  manner  stated  ? — Yes. 

7760.  Has  the  Board  rating  powers  ? — Oh,  yes,  just  the  same  as  the  Municipalities. 

7761.  Now,  at  the  time  when  this  Board  started  in  Melbourne,  what  was  the 
condition  of  things  there  principally  as  compared  with  the  condition  of  things  now 
existing  in  the  City  of  Cape  Town  ? — The  conditions  which  obtained  in  the  City  of 
Melbourne  at  the  time  were  very  different  from  those  obtaining  in  Cape  Town  at  the 
present  time,  because  there  were  no  sewerage  works  in  Melbourne  in  1890,  when  the 
Act  came  into  force,  beyond  a  slop  water  discharge  into  the  Yarra  River. 
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7762.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  water  that  the  people  used  for  drinking  purposes 
•'  was  polluted? — To  a  certain  extent,  perhaps,  but  not  to  any  great  degree. 

190J.  7703.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  prevalence  of  typhoid  feyer,  attributed  to  the 

pollution  of  the  water,  was  a  great  cause  of  anxiety? — The  real  position  was  this : 
there  was  no  reservation  of  any  catchment  area  in  those  days,  but  that  was  changed 
after  the  formation  of  the  Board,  so  that  prior  to  that  there  may  been  nuisances  ar ism g 
from  settlements  on  the  areas  used  for  catchment. 

7764.  The  Board  was  formed  because  of  the  large  number  of  local  authorities 
interested  in  one  catchment  area  and  one  storage  system  ? — Yes. 

7765.  One  thing  recognised  by  all  was  the  necessity  for  appropriating  a  large 
reserve  for  a  common  catchment  area  ? — Yes. 

7766.  And  Parliament  set  aside  for  the  purpose  an  area  of  about  200  square 
miles  ? — Yes,  at  that  time. 

7767.  And  in  doing  that  they  actually  obliterated  a  township  ? — Yes,  a  village. 

7768.  And  they  had  to  pay  the  owners  of  the  land  a  very  large  sum  of  money  ? — 
I  could  not  say  what  the  compensation  was. 

7769.  I  gather  that  there  was  paid  to  the  owners  of  the  land  expropriated  some¬ 
thing  like  one  million  sterling  ? — 1  don’t  know  what  the  compensation  amounted  to. 

7770.  Was  the  total  amount  spent  to  date  on  the  waterworks  alone  four  million 
pounds  ? — Yes. 

7771.  On  a  million  of  this  I  believe  interest  is  not  charged? — I  have  no  informa¬ 
tion  on  that  point,  but  it  is  probably  the  case. 

7772.  The  amount  I  have  named  as  spent  by  the  Board  of  Works  is  in  connection 
with  the  water  supply  alone,  exclusive  of  sewerage? — Yes,  =63,700,873. 

7773.  Approximately  four  millions? — Yes. 

7774.  Do  you  know  how  much  the  Board  supplies  per  head  of  population  ? — The 
supply  varies  very  much  during  summer  and  winter,  but  the  average  supply  during 
the  year  comes  to  about  50  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

7775.  And  the  Board  derives  its  revenue  from  a  water  rate  ? — Yes. 

7776.  What  becomes  of  that  revenue  ? — It  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  the  Board 
in  extending  their  works  ;  they  are  constantly  considering  extensions  of  their  works, 
augmentations  of  the  supply  of  water,  and  also  of  the  sewerage  works. 

7777.  But  are  they  raising  more  capital  for  new  works  ? — Yes,  partly  out  of 
loans. 

7778.  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  surplus  revenue,  after  deducting  interest  and  working 
expenses,  goes  into  the  general  revenue  of  the  Colony  ? — Oh,  yes  ;  I  don’t  think  fresh 
works  are  done  out  of  revenue.  When  I  spoke  of  the  expenditure  on  the  extension  of 
the  works  I  meant  the  working  expenses  in  connection  with  such  works. 

7779.  The  capital  is  constantly  being  increased  and  any  surplus  revenue  is  paid 
into  the  Exchequer  of  the  Colony  ? — I  must  say  I  have  no  knowledge  on  this  par¬ 
ticular  point. 

7780.  According  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Thwaites,  the  water  is  supplied  to  the 
Municipalities  at  a  very  low  rate  and  they  pay  for  the  metered  consumption  ? — Yes, 
that  is  so. 

7781.  Do  ycu  know  the  percentage  on  the  capital  earned  by  the  sale  of  water  ? — 
Not  in  Melbourne  ;  but  with  regard  to  Sydney — which  is  practically  on  the  same  lines 
as  the  Melbourne  works — they  derive  about  3|  per  cent,  net  on  the  capital. 

7782.  I  think  it  is  a  little  more  in  Melbourne — about  four  per  cent.  ? — Yes;  but 
the  charge  for  water  is  remarkably  low  both  in  Sydney  and  Melbourne. 

7783.  Have  you  a  memorandum  as  to  how  they  charge  ? — I  may  say  that  Sydney 
is  one  of  the  model  systems  in  Australia  as  regards  the  water  supply.  And  I  have  a 
statement  here  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  Sydney  in  the  matter  of  charging  for 
water  compares  most  favourably  with  most  other  cities  in  the  world.  They  work  on 
the  following  basis  :  they  take  an  amount  for  the  annual  rental  of  each  house,  and  they 
fix  that  at,  say,  £50,  which  for  comparison  would  be  equal  to  about  £80  or  £100  in 
Cape  Town.  The  charges  are  as  follows  :  — Sydney,  £1  5s.  Od.  per  annum  ;  Adelaide, 
£2  10s.  Od.  per  annum;  Dublin  (Ireland),  £1  9s.  4d.  per  annum;  Belfast  (Ireland), 
£2  Is.  8d.  per  annum;  Bradford  (England),  £3  5s.  0d.  ;  Liverpool,  £2  16s.  3d.; 
Manchester,  £2  10s.  Od.  ;  Dundee,  £2  14s.  2d. ;  Edinburgh,  £1  11s.  3d.  ;  and  London 
Companies  charge  £2  10s.  Od.  per.  annum. 

7784.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  And  Cape  Town  ? — The  charge  in  Cape  Town  is  £2  10s.  0d., 
but  Cape  Town  is  not  assessed  in  the  same  way. 

7785.  But  what  would  it  be  on  that  basis? — £2  10s.  Od.  minimum. 

7786.  Chairman.']  You  have  not  the  facts  as  to  Melbourne  ? — [Statement  handed 
to  Chairman.] 
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778?.  Now,  tho  conditions  of  water  supply  in  the  Peninsula  agree  with  the 
conditions  in  Melbourne  in  this  particular:  that  in  neither  case  is  there  any  great 
permanent  running  stream  from  which  water  can  be  brought  ?— That  is  so. 

7788.  And  from  your  knowledge  of  this  part  of  the  Colony,  is  this  condition  likely 
to  continue  here  P  If  we  are  to  have  a  large  supply  of  water  for  the  Peninsula,  must  it 
be  obtained  by  setting  aside  somewhere  or  another  a  sufficiently  large  collecting  area  P 
— Most  assuredly.  That  is  exactly  where  they  made  the  mistake  in  Melbourne;  there 
they  had  no  idea  that  the  city  would  grow  to  the  extent  it  has,  and  they  did  not  start 
their  works  on  a  large  enough  scale  in  the  first  instance. 

7789.  Although  there  are  at  present  about  50  gallons  of  water  per  head  for  the 
present  population  of  Melbourne,  it  is  already  a  serious  problem  for  the  Board  of 
Works  how  they  are  to  get  an  increased  supply  in  view  of  the  increasing  population  P 
— They  are  continually  extending  their  works  into  other  districts  and  areas,  and  are 
contemplating  important  additions  to  the  supply. 

7790.  Are  you  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  this  Colony  to  tell 
the  Commission  whether  there  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Peninsula  an  area  of 
Crown  land  sufficiently  large  and  so  situated  that  it  could  be  used  as  a  collecting  area  P 
— I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  such  a  particular  piece  of  land. 

7791.  I  suppose  you  would  agree  that  for  such  a  collecting  area,  we  shall  have 
to  have  recourse  to  expropriating  ? — Yes;  and  it  should  certainly  be  done  as  soon  as 
possible. 

7792.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  for  the  amalgamated  Municipalities  of 
the  Peninsula  to  have  a  sufficiently  competent  staff  of  engineers  to  take  in  hand  a  large 
scheme  of  water  supply  ? — By  an  amalgamated  Municipality  I  presume  you  mean  the 
extension  of  the  system  of  Municipalities  as  obtains  at  present  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  ? 

7793.  Yes. — I  think  that  would  be  rather  a  pity.  It  would  be  much  better  if  the 
administration  of  the  water  supply,  and  of  drainage,  I  should  say,  were  confined  to  as 
few  members  as  possible.  An  amalgamation  of  the  Municipalities  would  mean  increase 
of  members. 

7794.  Not  necessarily  :  after  amalgamation  we  may  have  a  Council,  say,  of  30 
members,  and  you  have  a  Board  of  Works  in  Melbourne  consisting  of  40  members  ? — • 
I  am  not  in  favour  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  Melbourne.  I  prefer 
that  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  Sydney. 

7795.  That  is  a  small  Board  ? — Yes,  and  they  control  about  the  same  area.  It 
consists  of  seven  members — four  as  elected  by  tho  ratepayers,  and  three  are  Government 
nominees. 

7796.  That  is  only  about  one-sixth  of  the  size  of  the  Melbourne  Board  F — Yes. 

7797.  How  is  that  Board  constituted,  do  you  say  ? — Four  members  are  elected  by 
the  ratepayers,  and  three  are  Government  nominees. 

7798.  My  suggestion  here  in  respect  of  a  combined  Municipality  was  this :  that, 
if  the  seven  Municipalities  that  are  at  present  existing  in  the  Peninsula  between 
Wynberg  and  Sea  Point  were  combmed  into  one,  with  one  Town  Council  consisting  of 
about  thirty  or  forty  members,  would  that  Council  have  as  reasonable  prospects  of 
success  in  providing  an  efficient  water  scheme  as  a  Board  elected  by  the  several  distinct 
Municipalities  in  the  same  way  that  the  Board  of  Works  is  elected  in  Melbourne  F — It 
is  practically  the  same  thing  as  in  Melbourn?.  I  am  in  favour,  as  I  have  said,  of  a 
Board  with  a  very  small  number  of  members. 

7799.  Would  you  have  that  as  a  permanent  Board,  or  only  for  the  time  being 
until  the  works  are  in  a  state  fit  to  be  taken  overP — Well,  in  Brisbane  in  Queensland 
they  have  a  permanent  Board,  but  I  have  not  considered  the  question  as  to  whether  it 
would  be  advisable  here. 

7800.  There  are,  however,  difficulties  here  based  upon  the  sentiments  of  the 
people :  take,  for  instance,  Cape  Town,  where  they  have  for  a  very  long  time  been 
accustomed  to  administer  all  their  own  Municipal  affairs.  Then  in  the  suburbs  you 
find  four  of  the  suburban  Municipalities  have  a  conjoint  Board  of  eight  elected  as  a 
Special  Water  Board  F — Yes. 

7801.  Further  on  you  find  another  Municipality  taking  up  an  independent 
position,  and  preferring  to  have  its  own  independent  organisations.  Now  it  would  be 
a  serious  matter  then  to  have  a  Board,  whether  it  be  an  elective  Board  as  at  Melbourne 
or  a  nominee  Board,  such  as  at  Sydney,  put  over  these  Municipalities  F — Well,  the 
question  comes  back  to  the  bed-rock  of  the  thing — whether  it  is  a  necessity  that  such  a 
Board  should  be  constituted,  or  whether  the  Councils  are  capable  of  properly  carrying 
out  the  functions. 

7802.  The  segregated  Municipalities  ? — Yes. 

7803.  But  would  such  incapacity  apply  to  the  amalgamated  Municipalities  F 
— Yes,  for  water,  sewerage  and  lighting  ;  I  would  leave  to  the  Municipalities  ail 
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other  matters.  In  Melbourne  and  Sydney  the  Municipalities  retain  their  full  power 
in  all  matters  except  water  supply  and  sewerage. 

7804.  But  is  it  not  the  case  that  when  the  Board  of  Works  was  started  no  works 
had  been  begun  for  water  or  sewerage  ? — There  is  that  difference  certainly  as  far  as 
the  Sewerage  Works  are  concerned.  Of  course,  Cape  Town  is  considerably  advanced. 

7805.  And  you  will  have  to  oonsult  the  feelings  of  the  people  in  these  matters 
especially  when  they  have  advanced  so  far  as  here,  and  on  the  whole  so  successfully  ? 
You  cannot  have  one  Board  set  over  another  without  causing  friction  ?  Public  opinion 
may  be  against  that  ? — Yes ;  at  the  same  time  I  must  say  that  it  would  perhaps  be  to 
the  disadvantage  of  one  Municipality  or  another  on  these  particular  points ;  but  there 
is  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  whole  community  ;  and  after  all  the 
members  of  the  Board  are  the  representatives  of  the  people,  just  as  the  members  of  the 
Municipality  are  at  present  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

7806.  But  if  we  can  amalgamate  the  Municipalities,  do  you  think  it  would  be 
possible  thereby  to  carry  out  a  large  scheme  under  their  auspices  ? — It  is  a  big  under¬ 
taking,  but  it  is  certainly  quite  possible. 

7807.  You  have  no  intimate  knowledge  of  any  of  the  proposed  schemes  for 
increasing  the  supply  of  water  that  have  been  lately  suggested  ? — No,  except  what  I 
have  read  about  them. 

7808.  I  suppose  you  see  in  some  of  them  a  fair  promise  of  an  increased  water 
supply  for  the  Peninsula  ? — If  the  statements  which  we  get  in  the  local  press  are  correct, 
they  are  feasible  schemes  likely  to  yield  a  good  supply  of  water. 

7809.  You  have  no  personal  acquaintance  with  the  details  of  any  one  ? — No. 

7810.  But  you  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  required  supply  of  water  must  be 
brought  from  a  distance  ? — I  feel  confident  of  that. 

7811.  You  are  confident  that  the  supply  of  water  which  is  required  for  the  future 
needs  of  the  Peninsula  is  not  to  be  found  within  the  area  of  the  Peninsula  itself  ? — No  ; 
I  consider  the  Cape  Town  water-supply  a  wonderful  supply  for  the  catchment  area.  I 
don’t  think  it  has  been  tested  over  a  prevailing  succession  of  dry  seasons,  but  with  the 
present  growth  of  the  Peninsula  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  go  beyond  the  Table 
Mountain  supply  to  meet  all  further  requirements. 

7812.  Do  you  from  your  position  in  the  Public  Works  Department  become 
acquainted  with  the  working  of  our  Divisional  Councils  in  connection  with  road 
matters  ? — Yes,  generally. 

7813.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  its  efficiency  as  a  Road  Board  in  the  Capa 
Division  ? — -The  working  of  Divisional  CounciLs  varies  very  much  thro  ughout  the 
Colony,  but  if  they  were  placed  on  a  different  footing,  the  results  would  be  better.  In 
the  Australian  Colonies  the  arrangements  are  somewhat  different.  In  Queensland 
there  are  Divisional  Councils  exactly  on  the  same  principle  as  they  exist  in  this  Colony, 
but  they  are  aided  by  the  Government  to  an  extent  proportionate  to  the  amount  of 
work  which  they  do.  The  Grovernment  simply  grants  them  a  pro  rata  contribution  on 
their  expenditure  for  each  year.  It  is  fixed  bf  Parliament,  say,  at  5s.  Od.  in  the  £,  10s. 
Od.  in  the  £,  15s.  0d.  in  the  £,  or  20s.  in  the  £,  as  the  case  may  be.  According  to  the 
total  expenditure  of  the  Divisional  Council,  a  pro  rata  contribution  is  made  from  the 
revenue  by  the  Grovernment.  In  New  South  Wales  again,  which  I  may  say  is  the  best 
Colony  as  far  as  roads  and  bridges  are  concerned  that  I  have  seen,  there  are  no 
Divisional  Councils :  everything  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Government.  They  spend  about 
£800,000  a  year  on  roads  and  bridges,  and  of  course  it  comes  back  again  in  the  shape 
of  increased  revenue  to  the  Government. 

7814.  In  what  way  does  it  come  back  to  the  Government  ? — Rates  and  taxes  on 
improved  value  of  properties. 

7815.  Tolls  ? — Well  I  would  not  be  quite  sure  about  tolls,  but  it  comes  back  under 
general  taxation. 

7816.  How  does  the  Government  get  that  revenue  ? — It  comes  back  in  the 
ordinary  revenue  of  the  Colony  through  the  land. 

7*17.  Have  they  no  special  road  tax? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

7818.  Have  you  seen  reports  of  conferences  on  the  question  of  handing 
over  to  the  Municipalities  such  portions  of  main  roads  as  pass  through  their  respective 
areas  ? — Yes. 

7819.  Have  you  studied  that  matter  at  all? — It  has  been  before  the  Department 
also,  and  I  am  certainly  of  opinion  that  where  there  are  Municipalities,  there  is  no 
occasion  whatever  for  the  Divisional  Council  to  control  the  roads. 

7820.  You  mean,  inside  the  Municipal  area? — Yes. 

7821.  You  believe  that  the  Municipalities  could  safely  be  left  to  keep  the  main 
roads  that  pass  through  their  area  in  good  order  ? — Most  assuredly,  because  it  is  iu  their 
own  interest  to  do  so. 
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7822.  Is  there  in  your  opinion  anything  unfair  in  the  method  of  taxation  pursued  Mr- 

by  the  Divisional  Council  within  Municipal  areas  ? — I  consider  that  it  is  unjust  to  have  fr*n%am  (r“'9- 
double  taxation  for  the  roads  that  pass  through  the  Municipal  area.  I3tb  May.  iyo2. 

7823.  From  your  experience  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  would  you  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  even  if  our  Municipalities  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  were  to  maintain  the  main 
roads  which  pass  through  their  areas,  they  should  contribute  towards  the  up-keep  of 
outside  roads  ? — With  regard  to  the  Capo  Division,  my  idea  is  that,  if  the  Municipalities 
were  to  take  over  the  main  roads  then  they  might  as  well  take  over  all  the  roads  existing 
within  their  area ;  and  having  done  that  there  would  be  little  or  no  occasion  for  the 
Divisional  Council  at  all.  The  suburban  Municipal  areas  could  be  extended  and  the 

|  -  boundaries  of  certain  divisions  bordering  on  the  Cape  Division  to  the  North  and  East  could 
also  be  extended  so  as  to  take  in  part  of  the  Cape  Division — such  as,  for  instance,  Malmes¬ 
bury  and  Stellenbosch, — whose  boundaries  could  be  so  extended  as  to  take  in  the  parts 
which  would  not  fall  within  the  extended  Municipalities,  s  \  that  there  would  be  little 
or  nothing  left  for  the  Divisional  Council  to  do. 

7824.  That  is  to  say,  outside  the  Municipalities  you  would  have  Field-oornetcies 
absorbed  on  the  one  side  into  the  Malmesbury  Division  and  on  the  other  side  into 
the  Stellenbosch  Division  ? — Partly.  I  would  extend  the  Suburban  Municipal  areas  to 
take  in  more  of  the  Cape  Flats  than  they  do  at  present,  and  then  the  rest  could  be 
merged  on  the  one  side  into  the  Malmesbury  Division  and  on  the  other  into  the  Stel¬ 
lenbosch  Division. 

7825.  And  do  you  think  that  the  people  would  agree  to  have  their  division  cut  up 
in  that  way  ? — I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  Divisional  Council  should  continue  to  exist 
in  the  Cape  Division. 

7826.  Would  you  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  there  is  no  reason  why  Divisional 
Councils  should  exist  in  general  ? — No,  it  is  a  differeut  matter  altogether.  The  Muni¬ 
cipalities  dominate  such  a  large  area  in  the  Cape  Division,  that  they  could  take  over  all 
the  duties  within  their  own  area  or  extended  area,  and  leave  the  rest  to  be  taken  up  by 
the  neighbouring  divisions  being  extended  in  the  way  I  have  indicated. 

7827.  Don’t  you  think  there  are  certain  matters  that  the  people  of  the  Cape 
Division  would  like  to  control,  sanitary  matters  for  instance? — Do  you  mean  in  the 
area  of  the  Cape  Divisional  Council  ? 

7828.  Yes. — That  would  all  be  done  by  the  Municipalities  or  by  a  Board,  should 
such  be  appointed. 

7829.  Then  you  might  have  that  Board  in  conflict  with  the  people  of  the  towns  in 
their  administration  of  sanitary  matters  in  their  extended  areas  ? — No  more  than  they 
do  in  the  Australian  Colonies.  The  matters  are  so  distinctly  divided  that  there  is  no 
clashing.  The  Boards  there  deal  with  water  supply  and  sewerage,  and  everything  else 
is  left  to  the  Municipalities. 

7830.  Does  not  the  Board  deal  with  sanitary  matters? — Only  with  everything 
connected  with  water  supply  and  sewerage,  leaving  street  cleaning  and  other  similar 
sanitary  matters  to  the  Municipalities. 

7831.  Suppose  that  in  such  a  part  of  the  Cape  Division  an  epidemic  of  some  infectious 
disease  were  to  break  out,  who  would  deal  with  it  ? — There  would  be  no  difference, 
in  my  opinion.  Suppose  it  broke  out  in  the  part  of  the  Cape  Division  tacked  on  to 
Malmesbury;  then  the  Malmesbury  au  thority  would  have  control.  For  instance,  if 
you  bring  Malmesbury  Division  down  to  the  borders  of  the  Maitland  Municipal  area, 
then  it  would  not  make  any  difference  whether  an  outbreak  occurred  there  or  in  the 
centre  of  Malmesbury. 

7832.  It  would  come  to  this  :  that  your  suggestion  would  be  to  include,  or  rather 
to  divide,  the  present  area  outside  the  Municipalities  in  the  Cape  Division  between  the 
two  adjoining  divisions,  Stellenbosch  and  Malmesbury  ? — Yes.  (See  Question  7824.) 

7833.  And  they  could  administer  affairs  generally  ? — Yes. 

7834.  From  your  knowledge  of  this  Colony,  and  of  other  Colonies,  but  with 
special  reference  to  the  Cape  Division,  can  you  indicate  any  other  matters  which  could 
with  advantage  be  put  under  the  control  or  management  of  the  Divisional  Council  ? — 

No ;  I  don’t  think  it  would  be  a  wise  thing  to  extend  the  scope  of  the  Divisional 
Councils.  My  contention  is  that  you  should  take  away  water  supply  and  sewerage 
from  the  Municipalities,  and  there  would  be  ample  scope  left  for  them  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  other  matters,  and  besides,  such  a  course  would  not  in  the  least  interfere  with 
their  responsibilities.  There  is  good  reason  for  the  existence  of  the  Municipalities  out¬ 
side  the  questions  of  water  supply  and  sewerage  matters,  which  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  a  j  oint  Board. 

7835.  In  this  Colony,  leaders  of  public  opinion  in  the  rural  districts  are  in  favour 
of  their  Divisional  Council,  as  it  is  the  only  Board  they  have  to  look  after  rural 
matters  ? — Yes. 
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7836.  And  people  in  the  rural  districts  look  to  their  Divisional  Councils  to  give 
them  a  lead,  or  to  bring  rural  matters  to  the  notice  of  the  Government,  or  to  look  after 
the  public  interests  of  the  district.  In  the  Cape  Division,  however,  peoplo  are  spread¬ 
ing  themselves  out  on  Municipal  areas,  and  the  area  tends  more  or  less  to  be  brought 
under  one  Board,  and  in  your  viow  that  Board  should  be,  so  to  say,  municipalised  ?— 
Yes,  in  that  area. 

7837.  Your  suggestion  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  the  Municipalities  are  spreading 
themselves  out,  and  gradually  absorbing  and  modifying  the  interests  of  the  Cape 
Division  ? — Where  the  functions  of  the  Divisional  Council  cease. 

7838.  Have  you  made  any  study  of  the  effect  of  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  the 
sea  or  into  land-locked  bays  or  harbours  ? — I  have  dealt  with  this  question  in  the  North 
of  Scotland  and  at  different  places  where  it  has  been  found  advantageous  to  discharge 
on  to  the  land  instead  of  into  the  sea.  It  has  not  altogether  been  a  success  even  in  the 
open  sea,  and  it  would  be  much  less  so  in  a  land-locked  bay. 

7839.  What  has  been  the  result  of  such  outfall  ? — A  throw-back  of  the  sewage  on 
to  the  beach,  and  an  accumulation  of  slime  and  other  injurious  matter. 

7840.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  likely  to  obtain  in  Table  Bay  ?— I  am  positive 

of  it. 

7841.  Is  that  owing  to  the  absence  of  strong  currents? — You  have  not  only 
currents  to  consider  but  also  winds — the  currents  may  be  unfavourable  and  the  winds 
also.  If  it  answered  in  Table  Bay,  it  would  be  a  very  exceptional  case,  but  as  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  judge,  I  can  see  no  conditions  that  are  favourable  to  such  a  course 
here. 

7842.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  methods  of  bacteriological  treatment  of 
sewage  ? — Since  I  have  been  in  South  Africa  the  question  has  assumed  great  import¬ 
ance,  and  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  gather  information  from  engineering  papers 
and  elsewhere,  it  appears  that  there  is  a  great  difference  of  opinion  upon  that  subject, 
both  from  a  medical  and  from  an  engineering  point  of  view.  I  have  no  doubt,  how¬ 
ever,  that  in  course  of  time  the  system  of  bacteriological  treatment  of  sewage  will  be 
perfected. 

7843.  If  it  is  good  for  all  that  it  is  said  to  be  good  for,  then  while  crude  sewage 
cannot  be  discharged  into  a  bay,  the  effluent  might  be  discharged  without  causing  any 
serious  nuisance  ? — I  may  quote  the  case  of  Adelaide,  which  has  a  population  of 
150,000,  and  which  is  one  of  the  best  sewered  cities  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere.  All 
the  sewage  there  is  pumped  on  to  a  farm  on  which  they  grow  crops  of  lucerne  and 
other  forage  plants,  the  land  being  laid  out  for  agricultural  purposes.  Asa  matter  of 
fact,  a  great  deal  of  dairying  is  carried  on  on  this  farm.  There  has  been  no  objection 
at  all,  the  farm  has  been  yielding  a  very  handsome  return,  and  has  been  an  unqualified 
success  throughout.  The  effluent  from  the  irrigation  farm  is  taken  into  the  river  and 
runs  into  the  bay,  but  there  has  been  no  objection  to  that  whatsoever. 

7844.  The  same  remarks  would  apply  to  Melbourne  ? — Yes,  but  the  farm  is  a  very 
much  longer  way  from  the  city,  whereas  the  one  in  Adelaide  is  close  to  the  city. 

7845.  But  sewage  irrigation  works  are  carried  on  in  Melbourne  ?  —  Yes,  the  whole 
of  the  sewage  is  pumped  out  on  to  an  irrigation  farm. 

7846.  Would  it  be  a  hazardous  thing  to  have  a  system  of  drainage  for  our  suburban 
Municipalities  unless  it  was  designed  upon  some  common  plan  b);  a  staff  of  competent 
engineers  and  surveyors  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

7847.  The  Municipalities  should  all  be  working  together? — I  cannot  see  that  it 
would  be  either  economical  or  advisable  for  each  Municipality  to  have  a  separate  drain¬ 
age  system.  It  seems  to  me  a  great  pity  that  Cape  Town,  Sea  Point,  Green  Point  and 
Woodstock  were  not  amalgamated  from  the  first  as  far  as  their  drainage  is  concerned. 

7848.  By  separate  action  there  is  likely  to  be  a  distinct  loss  of  capital  ? — To  start 
with,  it  is  not  good  economy,  and  I  think  a  very  much  better  outfall  for  the  lot  could 
have  baen  procured,  and  it  would  perhaps  have  done  away  with  much  of  the  trouble 
which  has  arisen  since. 

7849.  You  have  no  personal  knowledge,  I  suppose,  of  the  state  of  matters  at  the 
outfall  on  the  other  side  of  the  Breakwater? — Well,  my  own  idea  from  what  I  have 
seen  down  there  is  that  it  will  not  be  a  success  in  the  winter  time.  I  think  it  ought 
to  have  been  carried  a  great  deal  further  out  to  sea.  And  had  you  a  Board  to  deal 
with  this  matter  for  the  combined  area,  they  would  have  had  a  much  larger  amount  of 
sewage  to  deal  with,  and  would  naturally  have  carried  the  outfall  much  further  out  to 
sea. 

7850.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  size  of  that  outfall  ? — No,  but  I  presume 
that  it  is  sufficient  for  the  Cape  Town  sewage  only,  having  been  designed  for  that 
purpose. 
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7851.  So  that  it  may  be  a  hazardous  proposal  to  carry  through  the  same  outfall 
the  sewage  of  another  hundred  thousand  people  from  the  suburbs  ? — I  don’t  know  ;  it 
may  be  that  they  could  make  some  provision  for  it. 

7852.  Just  referring  to  the  matter  of  amalgamation  of  Municipalities,  you  have 
evidently  given  these  matters  a  good  deal  of  thought ;  you  come  from  the  city  of 
Aberdeen  ? — Yes. 

7853.  Was  it  in  your  time  that  the  amalgamation  was  carried  out  of  the  three 
Municipalities  of  new  Aberdeen,  old  Aberdeen,  and  Woodside  ? — Yes. 

7854.  Do  you  know  on  what  basis  the  amalgamation  was  carried  out? — Do  you 
mean  as  to  the  constitution  of  the  new  Municipality  ? 

7855.  Yes,  and  what  they  did  about  their  several  indebtednesses  ? — No,  I  could 
not  say  as  regards  that.  They  were  at  conflict  with  one  another,  and  it  was  found . 
desirable  that  the  whole  of  the  area  dominated  by  the  suburban  authorities  should  be 
amalgamated,  and  the  question  of  sewerage  was  one  of  the  principal  factors  which  led 
to  the  amalgamation. 

7856.  Formerly  those  three  Municipalities  were  separated  by  unbuilt-on  land? — 
No,  it  was  not  so,  because  houses  were  built  up  just  like  the  suburbs  of  Cape  Town, 
where  }rou  can  hardly  tell  where  the  one  Municipality  begins  and  tbe  other  ends. 

7857.  But  forty  years  ago  it  was  not  so  ? — I  am  speaking  of  the  last  twenty  years. 

7858.  The  several  Municipal  areas  gradually  coalesced  and  it  was  found 
absolutely  necessary  that  they  should  be  combined  under  one  authority  ?  —Yes. 

7859.  And  the  result  has  been  an  advantage  to  all  P — Yes,  they  are  very  much 
better  now. 

7860.  As  far  as  you  know,  did  the  people  in  the  smaller  Municipalities  find  that 
their  rates  increased  after  amalgamation  ? — I  could  not  say  that,  but  I  know  that  they 
have  now  got  considerable  improvements,  and  things  are  done  for  them  that  they  could 
not  get  done  before. 

7861.  Many  matters  are  attended  to  now  in  the  smaller  Municipalities  that  could 
not  be  attended  to  before  ? — Yes. 

7862.  In  the  way  of  lighting,  water  supply,  drainage,  more  efficient  polioe,  tram¬ 
way  construction,  and  other  matters  connected  with  Municipal  administration? — Yes. 

7863.  Dr.  Gregory.']  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  water  schemes  in  this 
Colony  ? — In  the  smaller  towns,  yes. 

7864.  What  towns? — Cathcart,  Dordrecht,  Queenstown,  Somerset  West,  and  some 
other  smaller  towns  in  the  Colony. 

7865.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  water  schemes  nearer  to  the  Cape  Peninsula  than 
Somerset  West? — No,  the  nearer  ones  have  not  come  before  me. 

7866.  You  have  no  intimate  knowledge  or  acquaintance  with  regard  to  the  sewage 
disposal  and  drainage  schemes  in  the  Cape  Peninsula? — Not  officially,  only  what  I 
have  read  about  them. 

7867.  In  Syduey  you  say  a  Board  was  constituted  only  to  deal  with  drainage  and 
water  supply  ? — Yes. 

7868.  What  arrangements  then  did  they  have  in  regard  to  lighting  and  tram¬ 
ways? — That  is  all  under  the  Government.  In  New  South  Wales  the  Government 
practically  dominates  everything.  Although  many  matters  go  in  the  name  of  the 
Municipality,  the  Government  practically  dominates  the  Municipality  because  all  large 
schemes  are  undertaken  by  the  Government. 

7869.  And  the  Government  has  under  its  control  the  tramways  and  the  lighting  ? 

— Yes. 
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7870.  And  the  other  lights  such  as  gas,  under  whose  control  is  that  ? — Mostly  the 
Municipality. 

7871.  Not  under  the  control  of  a  Company  ? — There  are  Gas  Companies,  but  I 
mean  that  street  lighting  would  be  done  at  the  expense  of  the  Municipality. 

7872.  Then  with  regard  to  public  health  matters — are  they  under  the  control  of 
a  special  Board  ? — Yes,  a  Public  Health  Board. 

7873.  That  is  really  a  Government  Board  ? — Yes. 

7874.  So  that  there  cau  be  very  little  work  left  for  the  individual  Municipalities 
to  do  ? — As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  only  do  the  street-making,  street-watering  and 
cleausiug  besides  other  general  matters  connected  with  the  Municipalities,  but  thev  do 
those  things  well. 

7875.  And  what  system  of  rating  have  they  for  paying  for  all  those  various 
works  ? — Each  Municipality,  where  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  have  control, 
merely  rates  for  the  several  items  under  their  control.  They  specify  for  the  different 
things  such  as  street-making,  street- watering  and  cleansing,  and  they  leave  out 
drainage  and  water  supply. 
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fr.  Vt  fm  V  ;  7876.  Do  they  split  up  tlieir  rates  for  the  different  things  that  the  money  has  to 

'  jje  expended  on  ? — That  I  cannot  say,  hut  they  simply  rate  for  the  special  matters 

loth  May,  1902.  under  their  control. 

7877.  You  are  aware  that  according  to  the  system  in  England  they  separate 
their  rales  ? — It  is  done  also  in  the  Australian  towns. 

7878.  So  that  the  ratepayer  knows  exactly  what  he  is  rated  for — each  separate 
item  ? — I  know  that  it  is  done  in  Queensland  hut  I  cannct  say  whether  it  is  general. 

7879.  Have  you  any  actual  experience  of  nuisance  or  danger  arising  from  the 
Cape  Town  outfall  ? — As  far  as  danger  is  concerned  I  would  not  say,  but  I  know  that 
under  certain  conditions  of  the  wind  it  is  most  unpleasant  if  not  dangerous. 

7880.  Has  the  sewage  matter  actually  washed  up  on  the  beach  ? — I  have  not  seen 
it.  but  from  my  experience  of  other  sea  outfalls  I  cannot  see,  under  the  conditions 
which  I  have  already  mentioned,  how  it  can  be  avoided. 

7881.  The  Sea  Point  Municipality  also  have  an  outfall  of  their  own  ? — Yes. 

7882.  That  is  nearer  Cape  Town  ?  No,  more  towards  Sea  Point. 

t  7883.  Have  you  any  experience  of  trouble  arising  from  that  outfall? — Well,  I 

have  not  been  so  near  to  it  as  I  have  been  to  the  Cape  Town  outfall,  but  it  is  too  close 
to  the  foreshore. 

7884.  Are  you  not  aware  that  at  one  time  it  caused  the  Municipality  considerable 
difficulty  owing  to  the  sewage  washing  up  on  the  beach  P — I  only  know  that  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  made  by  the  residents,  but  I  have  not  seen  it  myself. 

7885  Mr.  Stewart .]  You  have  given  us  50  gallons  of  water  per  head  per  day  as 
the  consumption  in  Melbourne  ? — Yes. 

7886.  Could  you  tell  us  how  this  is  made  up — how  much  is  allowed  for  purely 
domestic  purposes  and  how  much  for  drainage? — I  Jiave  no  information  on  that  point. 

7887.  Do  you  know  whether  any  water  is  supplied  for  gardens  ? — Yes. 

7888.  A  large  proportion? — Well,  of  course,  there  is  a  special  charge  made  for  it, 
and  they  have  to  pay  for  it  according  to  the  quantity  they  use. 

7889.  Do  you  know  whether  the  quantity  used  for  gardens  is  a  large  proportion  ? 
— I  should  not  say  so,  because  in  the  City  of  Melbourne  there  are,  comparatively 
speaking,  very  few  gardens,  but  in  the  suburbs  of  course  there  are  more. 

7890.  You  gave  the  number  of  Government  nominees  on  the  Board  of  Works  at 
Melbourne? — No,  at  Sydney. 

7891.  Sydney  only? — Yes. 

7892.  Do  you  know  the  relative  holdings  or  interest  of  the  Government  compared 
with  the  interest  of  the  public  ? — The  Government  advance  the  money  for  the  works 
and  look  upon  it  as  a  State  asset,  and  therefore  they  have  their  representatives  to  watch 
their  interests. 

7893.  That  is  the  reason  for  their  being  represented? — To  a  great  extent. 

7894.  You  have  referred  to  the  liability  of  the  water  supply  of  the  Peninsula 
giving  out  dxu’ing  a  prolonged  drought  ? — Yes. 

7895.  Do  you  know  the  driest  season  we  have  had  during  the  last  ten  years  ? — 
Last  year,  I  think. 

7896.  Are  you  taking  that  from  statistics  ? — No,  simply  from  my  experience  of 
the  water  supply,  but  of  course  one  must  take  into  consideration  that  the  consumption 
is  very  much  greater  now  than  what  it  was  in  the  past. 

7897.  Do  you  know  in  what  year  or  years  the  driest  season  of  six  months — com¬ 
mencing  with  October  and  ending  with  March — occurred  ? — I  could  not  say. 

7898.  Dr.  Anderson.\  Are  you  aware  that  the  sewage  outfall  of  Cape  Town  is  not 
finished  yet  ? — You  mean  that  there  is  still  more  to  be  done  to  it  ? 

7899.  Yes. — That  I  could  not  say. 

7900.  The  experience  gained  from  sewage  outfalls  in  England  will  not  be  quite 
applicable  to  outfalls  in  the  Cape  Peninsula,  would  it  ? — The  action  is  practically  the 
same. 

7901.  But  you  have  not  the  same  tidal  action  ? — Not  the  same  range,  perhaps. 

7902.  In  England  you  will  have  a  tidal  action  of  about  20  or  30  feet? — No,  the 
range  would  be  only  about  12  feet,  where  I  had  experience. 

7903.  And  were  there  large  banks  of  sand  exposed  when  the  tide  was  out  ? — No, 
they  were  not  visible,  and  although  there  was  considerable  scouring  at  that  particular 
place  the  sewage  was  thrown  back  on  to  the  beach. 

7904.  But  you  would  not  have  the  same  action  here  ? — Yes,  the  greater  the  range 
of  the  tide  the  greater  would  be  the  outcarriage  of  the  sea,  especially  if  the  discharge 
of  the  sewage  is  confined  to  the  fall  of  the  tide  only. 

7905.  But  the  discharge  goes  on  both  during  the  ebb  and  the  flow  of  the  tide  ? — 
.Not  in  every  case,  it  is  confined  to  the  time  when  the  tide  goes  out,  and  depends  to  a 
great  extent  on  tbe  currents  there. 
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7906.  You  have  convinced  yourself  of  how  the  arrangements  have  been  working  ? — 
Yes;  when  the  flap  valves  are  down  I  have  been  watching  the  outfall,  but  merely  a 
small  percentage  escapes. 

7907.  Mr.  Lawrence .]  Are  all  the  members  of  the  Sydney  Board  of  Works  paid 
a  salary  ? — No. 

7908.  Who  is  paid? — In  the  case  of  the  Board  of  Works  at  Sydney  I  could  not 
say,  but  in  the  case  of  Melbourne  they  have  a  paid  Chairman.  In  the  case  of  Sydney 
I  don’t  think  they  are  paid  at  all. 

7909.  And  these  Boards  deal  with  questions  of  sewage  and  water  only  ? — Yes. 

7910.  Don’t  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  they  dealt  with  lighting  as 
well? — Very  probably;  but  of  course  in  that  case  it  would  take  away  part  of  the 
functions  of  the  Municipality. 

7911.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  Board  of  Works  has  rating  powers  over 
the  area  for  the  purposes  of  drainage,  sewerage,  and  water  supply  ? — Yes. 

7912.  But  does  not  the  Government  also  rate  in  the  same  area? — I  do  not 
think  so. 

7913.  Only  the  Board  and  the  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

7914.  Then  are  there  two  rating  authorities  with  their  separate  officer  for  rating 
and  dealing  with  the  matter  ? — Yes. 

7915.  The  Board  of  Works  as  a  matter  of  fact  has  its  power  of  rating  over  the 
Municipality  ? — I  presume  so. 

7916.  Have  you  ever  been  to  Durban  in  Natal? — Yes. 

7917.  Do  you  know  how  they  dispose  of  the  sewage  there  ? — No,  I  have  no  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Durban  outfall. 

7918.  You  have  never  inspected  the  sewage  works  there  ? — No. 

7919.  I  think  you  said  that  in  New  Zealand  they  had  tolls  ? — In  New  South 
Wales, “T  said. 

7920.  I  was  referring  to  New  Zealand  as  Australasia  generally  :  but  have  they 
tolls  in  the  part  you  mention  throughout  the  country  ? — I  rather  think  so,  but  I  am 
not  quite  certain  on  that  point. 

7921.  Does  the  revenue  go  to  the  Government? — Yes;  the  revenue  goes  to  the 
Government,  there  are  no  Divisional  Councils. 

7922.  Chairman .]  You  have  studied  the  area  of  the  Cape  Peninsula,  I  suppose,  a 
great  deal  from  a  hydrographical  point  of  view  ?  Have  you  also  studied  the  meteoro¬ 
logical  returns? — Yes,  the  rainfall. 

7923.  You  have  studied  the  rainfall  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  ? — Yes. 

7924.  Is  it  upon  your  knowledge  of  the  rainfall  that  you  base  your  opinion  that  it 
will  not  yield  sufficient  for  the  future  requirements  of  greater  Cape  Town  ? — The  rain¬ 
fall  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  is  most  favourable,  but  at  the  same  time  there  is  a  limit  to 
the  catchment  area,  and  a  limit  to  the  impounding  capabilities  of  the  mountain,  and 
these  two  factors  make  it  necessary  to  go  outside  the  Peninsula  for  a  supply ;  that  is,  of 
course,  provided  the  population  goes  on  increasing  as  it  has  been  doing. 

7925.  An  increase  of  population  means  a  diminishing  of  the  catchment  area,  and 
an  increased  necessity  for  water? — Yes. 

7926.  The  limit  of  supply  in  Melbourne  is  very  large,  is  it  not  ? — The  total  area  is 
83,860  acres  and  the  total  population  is  about  478,000  people. 

7927.  The  83,000  acres  are  divided  amongst  24  Local  Authorities  ? — Yes. 

7928.  And  the  population  in  round  numbers  is  about  half  a  million  ? — Yes. 

7929.  Are  there  officers  in  the  Public  Works  Department  that  could  undertake  the 
survey  of  an  area  for  this  Commission  with  a  view  of  giving  us  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  a  storage  reservoir? — For  the  combined  Peninsula? 


Mr. 

William  Craig'. 
15th  May,  1902 


7930.  No,  for  a  particular  area.  It  appears  from  evidence  given  before  us  that 
there  is  an  area  here  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  from  which  about  one  thousand  million 
gallons  of  water  could  be  collected  within  twelve  months— based  on  the  size  of  the  area 
and  the  average  rainfall  The  area  is  estimated  to  give  a  flow  of  about  three  million 
gallons  per  day  after  storage,  but  all  this  water  is  running  to  waste  ? — Yes. 

7931.  No  proposal  has  as  yet  definitely  been  made  for  storing  that  water,  but  as 
far  as  we  have  been  able  to  gather  from  the  evidence  it  seems  to  be  possible  to  store  it, 
and  so  to  store  it  that  it  can  be  utilised  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  ;  but  no  survey 
has  been  made  and  no  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  works  has  been  made.  No  informa¬ 
tion  has  been  obtained  as  to  how  far  it  would  be  possible  to  lead  that  water  from  any 
possible  storage  reservoir  for  use  by  the  inhabitants.  Has  the  Public  Works  Depart¬ 
ment  any  officers  who  could  undertake  the  work  for  the  Commission  ? — Oh,  yes. 

7932.  And  besides  the  survey,  frame  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  works  ? — Yes. 

7933.  Knowing  in  this  case  the  rainfall,  and  knowing  also  the  extent  of  the  area, 
I  presume  we  could  get  at  the  run-off  ? — Well,  there  is  very  little  data  to  go  upon  ;  it 
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TTi  Mam  Cruu  on^r  by  a  ser^es  °f  gaugings  over  a  considerable  period  that  you  can  arrive  at  a  satis- 

_ s‘  factory  result. 

vh  llav,  1^02.  ,  934.  Suppose  that  the  run-off  was  given  you? — Then  you  would  be  accepting 

information  that  you  could  not  very  well  rely  upon. 

1 935.  buppose  the  information  is  supplied  from  an  experienced  expert  ? — A 
professional  man  does  not  like  to  take  the  risk. 

i  936.  Assuming  that? — Well,  if  you  assume  that,  then  of  course  it  can  be  done. 

'  937.  And  there  are  officers  in  your  Department  who  could  make  such  a  survey 
of  suoh  an  area  and  give  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  storage  reservoir  so  placed  that 
the  stored  water  could  be  used  by  the  inhabitants  ? — There  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
finding  a  suitable  officer  from  the  Engineering  Staff  of  the  Department.  I  have  here 
plans  of  the  Sydney  Harbour  and  the  Melbourne  Harbour,  and  also  of  the  towns. 
[Plans  put  in.]  I  also  furnish  the  following  statement  of  the  charges  for  water  and 
drainage  by  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  at  Melbourne,  as  follows : — 


WATER  CHARGES. 

Any  house  or  tenement,  for  domestic  purposes  only  (other  than  by  measure¬ 
ment)  with  an  annual  rental  valuation  of  £20  or  under,  10s.  per  annum ;  over 
£20  and  not  exceeding  £300,  6d.  in  the  pound ;  and  14  per  cent,  on  amount 
above  £300. 

Tenements  used  as  Stores  only,  with  a  valuation  up  to  £300,  6d.  in  the 
pound ;  and  1  per  cent,  on  amount  above  £300. 

For  shipping  at  Melbourne  wharves,  3s.  per  1,000  gallons  at  special  berths  at 
Melbourne  wharves,  with  fixed  meters,  Is.  6d.  per  1,000  gallons. 

Hire  of  Meters. — Water  Meters  may  be  hired  from  the  Board  at  an  annual 
rental,  payable  quarterly  in  advance,  as  follows : — For  |  inch  meter,  5s. ;  f  inch, 
1  inch  8s.,  1J  inch  10s.  6d.,  14  inch  14s.  Charge  for  water  passing  through  the 
meter  is  Is.  per  1,000  gallons. 

Garden  Rate. — Areas  not  exceeding  100  square  yards  (including  paths)  will  be 
supplied  with  water  (without  meters)  on  payment  of  a  special  rate  of  ten  shillings 
per  annum  each. 

HOUSE  DRAINING  AND  SEWERING. 

Rates  payable  under  Metropolitan  General  rates  as  follows : — 

On  all  properties  assessed  by  the  Municipalities  (whether  there  be  any  buildings 
on  such  properties  or  not) — 

(a)  When  situated  in  streets  sewered  and  proclaimed,  or  when  connected 
with  the  sewers,  one  shilling  in  the  pound  on  the  Municipal  valuation. 

(b)  When  situated  in  the  unproclaimed  inner  area  and  not  connected 
with  the  sowers,  two  pence  in  the  pound  for  nine  years  from  passing  of  Act 
1491  in  1897. 

(c)  When  situated  in  the  outer  area,  one  penny  in  the  pound  for  nine 
years  from  passing  of  Aot  1491  in  1897. 


Mr.  Wilhelm  Westhofen,  M.I.C.E. ,  examined. 

Mr.  7938.  Chairman .]  Your  name,  please  ? — -Wilhelm  Westhofen. 

w.  Wetthofcn.  7939.  What  is  your  official  position  ? — I  am  engineer  to  the  Public  Works 

Department. 

7940.  You  have  been  a  long  time  in  the  service  of  the  Publio  Works  Depart¬ 
ment  ? — Permanently  only  about  ten  years,  but  two  years  before  I  was  in  the 
service  of  the  Department,  when  I  was  engaged  in  connection  with  the  putting  up 
cf  the  Gouritz  River  bridge.  My  real  connection  with  the  Public  Works  Department 
only  commenced  about  ten  years  ago. 

7941.  In  what  branch  are  you  the  official  head  ? — I  direct  the  engineering  branoh. 

7942.  That  is  more  connected  with  bridges? — Yes;  also  roads  and  harbours — 
everything  connected  with  engineering  work  goes  through  my  hands  in  the  first 
instance. 

7943.  Questions  connected  with  works  in  Municipalities  come  under  your  notice 
sometimes  ? — Certainly. 

7944.  You  have  heard  a  good  deal  of  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Craig,  are  there 
any  points  on  which  you  differ  from  him,  or  may  we  take  it  that  you  concur  in  what  he 
has  said  ? — I  agree  in  the  main  with  his  evidence,  but  some  of  the  minor  details  of  his 
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evidence  do- not  tally  with  my  views,  sncii  as,  for  instance,  his  proposal  to  merge  part  of 
the  Cape  Division  into  the  Divisions  of  Stellenbosch  and  Malmesbury.  I  do  not  con¬ 
sider  it  feasible,  because  yon  cannot  work  one  part  of  a  fiscal  Division  on  one  system  15th 
and  another  on  a  different  one.  It  would  be  quite  possible  for  the  outlying  portions  of 
the  Cape  Division  to  be  worked  by  a  Central  Board  as  proposed,  or  from  here.  The  Dis¬ 
tricts  might  be  divided  among  the  different  Municipalities  and  worked  by  them. 

7945.  Even  if  such  a  Board  was  established  ? — Yes. 

7946.  You  think  it  would  be  better  to  continue  a  Divisional  Council  of  some  kind  ? 

— No, I  don’t  think  there  is  any  need  for  a  Divisional  Couucil ;  if  the  main  roads  are  main¬ 
tained  by  the  Municipalities  and  the  other  roads  could  be  worked  municipally  just  as 
well.  In  all  questions  of  public  improvements  ouside  road-works,  such  as 
sewage  and  water  questions,  the  Councils  have  always  to  come  to  the 
Government,  at  least  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten — first  with  their  plans  and 
afterwards  for  the  loans.  Matters  of  this  nature  in  the  same  way  could  not  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Divisional  Council :  they  would  also  come  to  the  Government,  and 
therefore  these  roads  and  other  matters  in  the  outlying  portions  of  the  Cape  Division 
might  be  controlled  from  Cape  Town  just  as  well  as  they  are  now  by  the  Divisional 
Council. 

7947.  You  don’t  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  give  the  Divisional  Council  power 
in  that  direction  ? — No ;  as  the  Divisional  Council  is  now  constituted,  I  don’t  think  the 
members  are  competent  to  deal  with  large  and  important  schemes. 

7948.  Seeing  what  the  people  in  this  country  are  accustomed  to,  would  they  like 
it  ? — They  would  have  the  same  thing  in  the  other  oase. 

7949.  You  mean  through  the  Board  ? — Yes,  the  same  through  the  Board  as 
through  the  Divisional  Council. 

7950.  Then  in  some  way  or  another  rural  areas  would  have  to  be  represented  on 
this  Board? — Well,  it  can  be  done. 

7951.  How  would  we  get  at  that  representation? — By  dividing  the  rural  districts 
and  incorporating  them  with  the  Municipalities,  we  give  them  repi’esentation  on  the 
Municipalities,  and  then  I  should  say  each  Municipality  should  contribute  its  quota  of 
members  to  the  Central  Board,  and  therefore  the  outlying  districts  would  have  indirect 
representation. 

7952.  You  have  heard  what  Mr.  Craig  had  to  say  about  the  control  of  Main  and 
Divisional  Council  Roads  passing  through  Municipalities ;  do  you  agree  with  what  he 
said  ? — Yes. 

7953.  You  agree  it  is  perfectly  safe  for  the  Municipalities  to  undertake  the 
maintenance  and  upkeep  of  those  roads  that  pass  through  their  area  ? — There  is  no 
difference  between  those  roads  and  the  ordinary  streets.  In  fact,  the  main  roads 
running  through  the  Municipalities  and  maintained  by  the  Divisional  Council  are 
simply  a  superior  stamp  of  road.  They  are  ever  so  much  better  than  the  outside 
roads,  for  the  simple  reason  that  there  is  more  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
Council  to  make  the  roads  good  there. 

7954.  And  you  think  that  the  Municipalities  would  do  this  just  as  well  as  the 
Divisional  Councils  ? — Yes. 

7955.  And  as  economically  ? — Yes ;  they  must  have  their  staff  to  make  their 
streets,  and  the  same  men  could  attend  to  the  roads.  But  I  must  say  that  I  am 
strongly  of  opinion  that  as  far  as  mainroad3  are  concerned  there  should  be  Government 
control. 

7956.  More  direct  and  more  efficient  than  it  is  now  ? — We  have  no  direct  power 
now — it  has  to  be  done  in  such  a  roundabout  way.  We  have  to  complain  to  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Public  Works,  and  if  he  is  inclined  to  do  so  he  can  bring  pressure  to  bear 
upon  the  Council. 

7957.  You  have  to  complain  to  the  Minister  ? — Yes ;  if  there  were  more  direct 
control,  then  many  of  the  portions  of  the  roads  within  the  Municipalities  would  not  be 
neglected  as  they  have  been.  The  road  between  this  and  Woodstock,  some  years 
before  the  tramway  was  laid,  was  in  a  barbarous  condition. 

7958.  Was  that  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  Divisional  Council  ? — Yes. 

7959.  Was  that  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Government  by  the  Inspectors  ? — 

Yes.  Every  time  a  letter  had  to  be  written  to  the  Commissioner,  who  had  again  to 
write  to  the  Divisional  Council,  pressing  that  body  to  carry  out  the  necessary  repairs, 
which  were  done  after  some  time. 

7960.  Instead  of  that,  what  control  would  you  set  up?— A  Central  Board. 

7961.  A  Board  of  Works  ? — Yes,  with  Government  nominees,  who  could  brine 
more  direct  pressure  to  bear,  or  rather  exercise  more  direct  influence. 

7962.  Is  it  your  meaning  that  this  Board  should  have  charge  of  these  main  roads  ? 

— Yes,  ultimate  charge  ;  they  would  control  the  Municipalities,  and  consequently  control 
the  roads  of  the  Municipalities. 


Mr. 

Wtsthofen. 
May,  1902. 
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ir  ir*//,  f;  7963.  You  don’t  mean  to  give  Municipalities  power  over  all  these  roads,  as  far  as 

construction  and  maintenance  are  concerned  ? — I  cannot  very  well  separate  the  two. 
loth  May,  1902. It  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the  Municipality  to  keep  the  roads  in  order,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  Board  must  have  power  to  act  upon  the  Municipalities  in  the  same  way  as 
upon  the  other  matters. 

7964.  The  difficulty  with  the  Municipalities  is  that  they  complain  about  the  dual 
control  of  these  roads  at  present,  and  you  won’t  get  rid  of  that  trouble  if  you  place  the 
maintenance  of  these  main  roads  into  the  hands  of  your  Municipalities,  and  yet  give  some 
kind  of  control  over  them  to  this  Board  of  Works.  The  spheres  of  duty  and  vigilance 
would  have  to  be  laid  down  very  clearly,  would  they  not? — Yes,  but  we  must  have 
someone  over  the  Municipalities.  Suppose  they  neglect  the  roads,  you  must  have 
somebody  to  exercise  some  influence  over  them  to  do  them.  It  is  not  dual  control  but 
only  a  higher  authority  directing  another  one. 

7965.  You  don’t  think  it  would  be  sufficient  to  leave  that  in  the  hands  of  the 
ratepayers  ? — No. 

7966.  And  would  you  place,  so  to  say,  an  over-lordship  in  the  hands  of  the 
Board  ? — Yes. 

7967.  In  effect,  the  Board  would  be  a  kind  of  County  Council  ? — That  is  only 
another  name  for  it ;  there  is  no  doubt  that  such  a  Council  is  urgently  wanted. 

7968.  And  would  you  have  that  Board  an  elective  Board  elected  by  the  ratepayers 
direct,  or  would  you  have  it  elected  by  such  bodies  as  Municipalities  ? — Each  Munici¬ 
pality  should  send  a  number  of  their  own  members — two  or  three  as  the  case  may  be — 
to  represent  them  on  the  Board,  and  then  the^Board  would  have  added  to  it  Govern- 
ment  nominees. 

7969.  We  should  then  have  to  trust  a  good  deal  to  the  Government  nominees  ? — 
To  a  certain  extent  of  course ;  they  must  be  appointed  so  as  to  represent  all  the 
interests,  some  professional  men  and  some  men  acquainted  with  accounts  and  so  on. 

7970.  We  have  a  kind  of  Board  something  like  that  already — the  Suburban 
Water  Board? — Yes,  in  a  sense,  but  for  one  particular  object  only. 

797 1.  Do  you  know  how  that  works  ?— I  am  afraid  you  cannot  get  to  know  any¬ 
thing  about  them.  There  are  eight  members  sent  by  the  four  Municipalities,  and  they 
work  their  own  little  parish  pump  and  nothing  more.  We  must  have  outside  men 
appointed  by  the  Government  on  such  a  Board. 

7972.  You  see  none  of  the  disabilities  that  they  labour  under? — No.  I  am  not 
aware  of  the  scope  or  extent  of  their  duties. 

7973.  Then  you  would  not  be  surprised  that  some  of  those  Municipalities 
represented  on  the  Water  Board  have  begun  to  look  for  a  water  supply  independently  of 
the  Board  ? — I  can  understand  that. 

7974.  Then  this  Water  Board  is  in  a  way  independent  of  the  ratepayers  altogether  ? 
— In  a  way  it  is  independent  of  the  ratepayer  and  it  is  independent  of  the  Government, 
which  is  worse. 

7975.  For  instance,  the  Board  have  just  published  in  the  Gazette  a  large  batch  of 
water  regulations  for  their  area,  and  these  have  been  referred  to  nobody  for  approval  or 
sanction  ? — 1  have  not  heard  that  they  have  been  referred  to  anyone. 

7976.  And  the  ratepayers  have  not  been  consulted,  nor  has  the  Government  been 
consulted  in  the  matter  ? — No. 

7977.  And  practically  the  Board  is  an  irresponsible  one  ? — Yes. 

7978.  The  Board  is  not  responsible  even  to  the  Municipalities? — In  certain 
matters. 

7979.  The  Municipalities  are  under  some  responsibility  because  they  do  come  into 
direct  contact  with  the  ratepayers? — Yes,  that  is  so,  but  the  power  the  ratepayers  have 
over  Municipalities  is  a  very  poor  affair  on  the  whole.  The  way  the  Municipalities  deal 
with  the  ratepayers  leaves  the  ratepayers  very  little  margin  for  expressing  their  opinions. 
The  people  or  most  of  them  go  to  the  public  meetings  which  are  called  with  a  foregone 
conclusion  to  assist  their  friends  on  the  platform.  Then  some  talk  goes  on  for  about  an 
hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half.  After  that  it  becomes  time  to  go  home,  aud  a  resolution  is 
proposed  and  passed,  and  the  next  morning  the  ratepayers  wake  up  to  find  that  they 
have  agreed  to  everything.  Therefore  I  say  there  should  be  a  higher  authority  to  see 
to  things  and  thoroughly  consider  proposals  before  the  Municipality  should  be  allowed 
to  launch  out  their  scheme. 

7980.  As  a  matter  of  fact  they  have  to  refer  to  the  Government  now  before  they 
launch  out  on  a  great  scheme  ? — Not  unless  they  require  a  loan.  The  Water 
Board  that  you  speak  of  are  building  a  reservoir  now  on  the  hill  at  Newlands,  and  there 
has  been  no  reference  to  the  Government  in  regard  to  that  matter.  It  was 
brought  privately  to  my  knowledge  that  the  works  were  not  carried  on  as  they  should 
be  carried  on,  and  not  even  designed  as  they  should  have  been  designed.  And  the 


36Y 


safety  of  hundreds  of  people  and  of  a  large  amount  of  property  is  endangered  should  a  ^  Wnthofen. 
mishap  take  place.  I  brought  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  — 
Works,  and  asked  him  whether  he  could  interfere  iu  any  way  in  regard  to  that  matter,  May,  i'J02 

and  the  answer  I  got  was  that  the  Government  has  no  locus  standi  to  interfere  with 
that  scheme.  And  there  is  the  value  of  the  ratepayers’  money  aud  the  safety  of  the 
public.  The  work  is  an  expensive  one — the  contract  amount  is  approximately 
£74,000,  and  if  the  reservoir  should  burst  a  large  area  below  it  would  be  swamped  and 
swept  away.  There  would  be  this  huge  volume  of  water,  25,000  tons  in  weight,  let 
loose  upon  the  locality,  and  you  can  imagine  yourself  what  the  consequences  would  be. 

I  represented  all  that  to  the  Commissioner,  and  still  the  fact  remains  that  we  have  no 
locus  standi. 

7981.  They  refused  a  Government  inquiry  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  that — I  only 
know  that  they  did  not  consult  Government  in  any  way  about  the  scheme. 

7982.  I)r.  Gregory .]  This  reservoir  that  you  speak  of  :  is  that  being  built  for  the 
Water  Board  ? — Yes. 

7983.  Mr.  Gurney. \  Has  not  that  money  been  spent  out  of  the  half  a  million 
authorised  by  Act  of  Parliament  ? — I  don’t  know  where  the  money  comes  from  ;  but 
I  hold  that  in  this  Colony  there  should  be  an  authority  consisting  of  independent  men, 
some  of  whom  should  be  of  high  professional  standing,  who  should  be  consulted  in 
such  a  scheme ;  for  that  reason  I  should  propose  that  such  a  Board  as  has  been  proposed 
should  be  formed. 

7984.  Chairman. ]  That  Board  would  be  the  authority  ? — I  would  not  allow  the 
Municipality  to  enter  into  a  scheme  of  that  sort  until  the  scheme  has  been  properly 
discussed  by  an  independent  authority. 

7985.  You  have  the  law  at  the  present  time — under  the  Municipal  Act  no  individual 
Municipality  could  do  so,  — hut  here  you  have  an  abnormal  concern,  it  is  the  only  instance 
we  have  in  the  Colony  of  a  Board,  elected  from  four  combined  Municipalities  ? — Then 
I  must  be  under  a  misapprehension  As  I  understand  it  the  Municipal  Acts  empower 
any  Municipality  to  carry  out  any  scheme  it  pleases  to  propose  provided  the  consent  of 
the  ratepayers  has  first  been  obtained  without  any  reference  to  Government.  The 
sewage  scheme  of  Wynberg  was  only  brought  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Government 
because  they  wanted  to  borrow  £60,000.  Supposing  that  the  Councillors  had  simply 
subscribed  the  money  they  would  not  then  have  needed  to  come  to  the  Government. 

They  only  submit  their  scheme  when  public  money  is  required  to  carry  it  out. 

7986.  Your  point  is  that  Government  supervision  and  opinion  is  only  obtained 
when  the  local  authority  concerned  wants  to  borrow  money  from  the  Government  ? — 

Yes,  when  public  money  is  to  be  used. 

7987.  But  you  say  that  a  large  scheme  should  be  approved  by  the  Government 
whether  a  loan  is  applied  for  or  not  ? — Yes,  undoubtedly. 

7988.  Aud  in  the  absence  of  that  control  not  only  public  money  is  risked,  but  also 
public  safety  ? — Yes. 

7989.  That  is  through  the  Municipalities,  I  presume,  not  having  a  sufficient  staff  of 
engineers  and  experts  ? — Yes,  a  few  years  ago  they  had  no  engineers  at  all,  and  I 
suppose  the  road  overseers  would  advise  them  in  regard  to  such  matters.  The  ordinary 
Municipal  Councillors  are  only  fit  for  looking  after  the  roads  and  streets  in  their  own 
area,  which  work  they  do  very  well,  and  to  attend  to  small  buildings  and  such  like. 

There  must  be  some  one  to  see  that  a  man  who  wishes  to  build  puts  in  his  plans,  and 

^  for  this  purpose  the  Municipalities  as  constituted  are  quite  competent.  They  must 
attend  to  the  Municipal  removals  and  the  cleansing  of  the  place  and  such  minor  work, 
but  large  water,  sewage  and  lighting  schemes,  and  so  on,  should  not  be  left  to  the 
Municipalities. 

7990.  Aud  the  object  of  such  a  Board  is  to  get  Government  supervision  through 
the  officials  ? — Yes;  you  see  even  now  the  Municipalities  obtain  engineers  to  advise 
them,  but  frequently  they  won’t  take  their  advice  and  make  it  so  unpleasant  for  them 
that  they  won’t  open  their  mouths  at  the  Council  table. 

7991.  As  one  who  has  studied  these  matters  a  good  deal,  what  is  your  opinion  as 
to  the  advantage  or  otherwise  of  amalgamating  the  various  Municipalities  iu  this 
Peninsula  ?  —You  mean  by  amalgamating  them  that  you  would  do  away  with  the 
Municipalities  of  Wynberg,  Kalk  Bay,  and  Simonstown  P 

7992.  Put  them  all  into  one  Municipality  ? — I  don’t  think  that  it  could  be  worked. 

7993.  Why  ? — They  must  have  work  done  from  a  local  centre,  because,  suppose  a 
man  wants  to  alter  his  house  at  Kalk  Bay  he  will  have  to  come  to  Cape  Town  to  ask 
for  permission  to  do  it. 

7994.  Well,  then,  exclude  Kalk  Bay? — The  same  thing  would  apply,  because  a 
man  would  have  to  come  from  Wynberg,  say,  to  Cape  Town  to  the  Amalgamated 
Municipality  for  permission  to  do  certain  things,  and  the  men  on  that  Board  would 
know  nothing  about  the  looal  circumstanoes. 
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/r  ;;Yr-  7995.  But  suppose  you  have  representatives  on  your  Council  from  the  locality  ? — 

SlL‘u' f"'  Even  then  I  think  it  would,  be  a  very  difficult  thing  to  do,  because  these  local  repre- 
loth  May,  1902.  sentatives  would  have  to  go  out  and  make  inquiries. 

7996.  Would  they  not  have  their  officials  to  do  that?  Suppose  they  were  to  com¬ 
bine  from  Wynberg  to  Sea  Point  F — I  don’t  think  it  would  work ;  it  would  be  a  very 
large  Municipality. 

7997.  It  would  not  be  so  large  as  Melbourne  or  Sydney  ? — It  is  far  more  scattered 
about. 

7998.  Yet  the  area  here  would  be  smaller  P — Yes,  but  it  is  not  lengthened  out  like 
the  suburbs  of  the  Peninsula.  The  distance  is  enormous  and  everything  would  take 
so  much  time  to  inquire  into.  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  leave  the  Municipalities 
as  they  are -and  prescribe  their  functions  within  narrower  limits. 

7999.  And  give  the  Board  power  over  them  to  carry  out  larger  works — that  is 
your  idea  ? — Yes,  and  generally  prescribe  the  policy  to  be  pursued  by  the  Munici¬ 
palities.  The  Board  would  sanction  to  some  exfent  what  the  different  Municipalities 
had  to  do,  and  so  leave  a  number  of  people  in  each  centre  to  work  out  their  own  little 
schemes. 

8000.  Purely  local  ooncerns  ? — Yes,  and  I  think  the  Board  might  prescribe  to  a 
certain  extent  the  way  in  which  certain  roads  should  be  done,  and  they  might  assist 
them  with  a  plan  of  street  cleaning  or  something  of  that  kind.  Each  Municipality 
could  of  course  have  their  own  ideas  to  carry  out,  the  general  policy  being  laid  down 
by  the  Board,  anl  as  each  Municipality  would  be  represented  on  that  Board  they  would 
have  a  voice  to  bring  matters  forward. 

.  8001.  Your  proposal  would  really  then  subject  the  Mmnicipalities  to  the  same 
control  which  parishes  are  subjected  to  under  the  County  Counoil  in  England  ? — Yes  ; 
knowing  what  I  do  of  the  place  I  should  consider  that  that  would  be  the  best. 

80l>2.  And  you  incline  to  that  opinion  from  your  general  knowledge  of  the 
inefficiency  of  Municipalities  as  administrators  P — Yes,  for  larger  matters ;  they  are 
quite  capable  of  dealing  with  small  matters. 

8008.  But  if  you  were  to  take  away  the  administration  of  these  larger  matters 
from  the  Municipalities,  don’t  you  think  that  there  would  be  danger  then  of  getting 
even  weaker  men  to  go  on  to  them  than  you  have  now?  Would  any  man  of  large 
intelligence  care  to  be  troubled  with  the  discharge  only  of  these  minor  duties  ?  Who 
are  your  Municipal  Councillors  ? — 'They  are  mostly  small  shopkeepers,  contractors,  and 
men  living  about  in  these  localities. 

8004.  That  is  so ;  but  don’t  you  think  that  if  we  were  to  enlarge  their  area  of 
operation  we  would  attract  better  men  to  come  on  the  job  ?  —  The  better  men  can  and 
will  go  on  the  Board  of  Works. 

8005.  You  would  have  a  sort  of  Upper  House  and  Lower  House? — Yes.  If  your 
Municipal  Councillors  from  Wynberg  had  to  come  into  Cape  Town  for  a  meeting  you 
will  find  that  they  have  not  the  time  for  it.  They  would  find  time  to  attend  a  meeting 
close  to  their  homes  for  an  hour  after  five  o’clock  or  so,  but  a  man  from  Simonstown  or 
Wynberg  would  find  it  a  difficult  matter  to  come  into  Cape  Town  during  working 
hours. 

8006.  But  if  you  had  each  area  electing  only  a  certain  smaller  number  of 
members.  Take  Wynberg :  at  present  you  have  nine  Councillors.  Could  you  get  one 
out  of  every  three  of  those  men  who  would  find  time  to  come  to  Cape  Town  ?— Yes  ; 
at  first  it  might  be  difficult,  but  I  think  election  on  the  Central  Board  would  be  a 
distinction,  and  I  believe  a  higher  class  of  men  would  go  on  the  Municipal  Council. 

8007.  Then  you  would  have  these  members  of  the  Board  elected  by  the  local 
Councils  ? — Yes,  from  among  their  number. 

8008.  You  have  heard  what  Mr.  Craig  said  about  the  feasibility  of  your  Depart¬ 
ment  finding  an  officer  to  undertake  certain  works  for  the  Commission.  Do  you  agree 
with  what  he  said  ? — Yes,  I  have  three  or  four  men  constantly  out  on  this  kind  of 
work . 

8009.  Do  you  think  that,  given  an  area  in  the  Peninsula,  the  average  rainfall 
thereon  as  ascertained  from  the  meteorological  returns,  and  assuming  the  run-off  to  be 
an  estimate,  you  could  give  the  Commission  or  get  an  officer  of  your  Department  to 
give  the  Commission  some  information  as  to  the  storage  that  would  be  available  ? — 
Yes,  after  making  certain  investigations,  of  course.  And  then  we  can  only  accept  the 
figures  as  coming  from  the  Commission.  We  cannot  take  auy  responsibility  as  regards 
their  correctness. 

8010.  Information  to  giva  the  Commission  an  idea  as  to  whether  it  would  be 
possible  to  store  a  good  proportion  of  the  run-off  water,  and  with  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  the  work  for  storing  the  water  ? — Oh,  yes ;  I  don’t  think  there  is  any  difficulty 
about  that  as  far  as  I  can  see. 


8011.  It  might  take  two  or  three  months? — Yes;  it  depends  entirely  upon  the 
area  which  is  to  be  gone  over,  and  it  would  require  not  one  but  a  small  party  of  men 
to  do  the  work. 

8012.  We  should  also  have  to  know  to  what  extent  the  water  so  stored,  if  suitable, 
could  be  utilised  by  the  existing  population  ? — Yes,  of  course  that  will  be  a  question  of 
levels. 

8013.  And  the  question  to  some  extent  of  the  purity  of  the  water  ? — Yes ;  we 
should  have  to  consult  another  authority  on  that. 

8014.  Dr.  Gregory.']  You  mentioned  the  probable  instability  of  the  reservoir 
which  has  been  constructed  or  is  being  constructed  by  the  Cape  Districts  Waterworks 
Board  ? — I  would  not  put  it  so  strongly  ;  I  did  not  use  that  term.  I  only  say  that  it 
was  privately  brought  to  my  knowledge  that  the  wall  of  the  reservoir  is  not  what  it 
ought  to  be.  I  have  never  seen  the  plans,  and  I  should  have  called  for  them  if  the 
Government  had  held  that  we  could  look  into  the  matter,  but  as  I  got  the  reply  that 
the  Government  had  no  locus  standi  I  did  not  follow  the  matter  up  any  further. 

8015.  Your  information  was  of  such  a  nature  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been 
neglected  ? — Certainly  not.  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  lay  the  m  it  ter  before  the 
Government. 

8016.  Had  you  any  experience  as  to  the  nature  of  the  other  waterworks  in  the 
Peninsula? — You  mean  the  construction  of  the  reservoirs  ? 

8017.  Yes  — Only  as  an  outsider.  I  have  seen  their  construction,  and  I  have 

seen  one  finished. 

8018.  And  the  Wynberg  reservoir,  in  which,  according  to  our  evidence,  cracks  have 
occurred  ? — That  is  the  latest  service  reservoir. 

8019.  Yes.  I  will  read  to  you  the  evidence  given  on  that  point,  as  follows :  — 
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“  But  then  something  happened  ;  can'  you  tell  us  what  ? — Nothing  happened  ; 
nature  acted  as  nature  will  do  ;  the  cement  had  contracted,  and  the  ratepayers  insisted 
on  our  doing  something  that  was  unnecessary . 

“  What  was  the  difficulty  ? — There  were  cracks  in  the  cement,  but  no  water  came 
through,  and  the  ratepayers  insisted  on  our  putting  in  expanding  joints. 

“  That  was  in  1898  ? — Yes,  and  the  same  thing  happened  in  1899. 

“  And  then  they  incurred  an  expenditure  of  about  £300  or  £400  ? — I  am  practi¬ 
cally  the  father  of  this  reservoir,  and  if  there  is  any  blame  I  wish  to  take  it  upon 
myself.  It  was  built  on  my  wish,  with  a  view  of  getting  sufficient  water  for  the 
ratepayers.  There  was  a  bitterly  cold  night,  and  the  cement  simply  pulled  away  and 
showed  a  crack  on  the  outside,  and  in  the  next  winter  when  we  emptied  the  reservoir 
we  had  it  attended  to.  It  held  all  right  during  the  summer,  but  during  the  winter  the 
same  thing  happened  again. 

“  And  then  the  sum  of  money  was  speut  ? — Yes,  it  was  the  wish  of  the  ratepayers 
that  we  should  make  it  a  complete  job,  and  we  had  to  put  in  the  expanding  joints. 

“  How  much  did  it  cost? — -I  don’t  know.  It  was  tire  wish  of  the  ratepayers. 

“  £5,000  ? — It  was  the  wish  of  the  ratepayers.” 

Have  you  any  knowledge  of  this  reservoir  ? — Yes,  I  have  seen  it, 

8020.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  alleged  cracks  ? — I  have  seen  them. 

8021.  What  in  your  opinion  do  they  arise  from  ? — That  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
say,  because  I  could  not  examine  the  foundations.  It  may  be  due  to  faulty  foundation 
or  to  undue  expansion  or  contraction.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  understand  that  the 
reservoir  does  not  hold  water  to  an  extent  of  more  than  six  feet.  I  only  know  that  we 
are  short  from  time  to  time,  and  the  reason  is  always  given  “there  is  no  means  of 
filling  the  reservoir.”  I  may  say  that  I  live  at  Wynberg  myself. 

8022.  What  is  the  depth  to  which  the  reservoir  is  capable  or  designed  to  be 
filled  ? — I  think  about  18  feet,  but  I  have  no  personal  knowledge,  and  I  can  only  say 
what  is  given  as  a  reason  for  the  shortness  of  water. 

8023.  But  you  say  that  you  have  inspected  these  cracks  ? — Yes,  I  have  seen  some 
of  them. 

8024.  Are  they  leaks  or  cracks? — When  I  was  there,  there  was  no  water  in  the 
reservoir,  so  I  could  not  say  whether  they  are  leaks. 

8025.  Are  they  cracks  such  as  one  would  usually  expect  in  reservoirs? — Yes,  there 
is  nothing  unusual  in  the  matter — such  cracks  do  appear  in  concrete  reservoirs,  but  I 
would  not  say  that  they  are  unavoidable. 

8026.  You  have  no  experience  of  any  of  the  other  waterworks  in  the  Peninsula? — 
Except  Simonstown,  which  showed  similar  cracks. 

8027.  Was  your  experience  there  official  or  not? — Well,  the  reservoir  was  built 
partly  with  Government  money,  and  we  inspected  the  works  and  reported  upon  them. 

8028.  Chairman.]  Is  that  the  same  kind  of  construction  ? — Yes,  the  walls  are  of 
cement  concrete. 
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8029.  Dr.  Gregory.]  You  say  that  was  cracked? — Yes. 

8030.  Was  that  in  your  official  report  or  not?  — T  am  afraid  I  should  have  to  look 
up — it  was  about  four  or  five  years  ago,  and  I  could  not  remember  off-hand. 

8031.  Were  they  anything  serious? — They  might  have  been.  All  I  remember 
is  that  we  recommended  that  the  lower  part  should  be  considerably  strengthened — 
the  lower  part  was  a  bank  that  was  run  up.  ( Sec  end  of  this  day’s  Minutes  of  Evidence). 

8032.  What  were  the  cracks  in  the  reservoir  at  Wynberg  due  to  ? — I  think  to  the 
contraction  of  the  cement :  that  is  the  only  cause  that  I  can  assign  for  it,  the  crack 
being  right  down  from  the  top  of  the  wall  to  the  bottom. 

8033.  It  was  not  due  to  a  fault  in  the  design  ? — No,  I  should  not  say  that  by  any 
means,  since  I  have  not  been  a  position  to  examine  the  foundations. 

8034.  Why  then  did  you  recommend  that  the  foundations  should  in  the  Simons- 
town  case  be  strengthened  ? — Simply  I  thought  that  they  were  not  strong  enough  for 
the  safety  of  the  town. 

8035.  And  was  not  that  due  to  a  fault  in  the  design  ? — Not  having  seen  the 
original  designs  I  am  not  able  to  decide.  It  may  have  been  due  to  the  contractor  not 
doing  the  work  as  designed. 

8036.  Was  your  recommendation  to  strengthen  it  carried  out? — I  believe  so. 

8037.  Have  you  any  information  with  regard  to  the  rainfall  of  the  catchment 
areas  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  ? — Only  just  as  an  outsider  ;  I  have  no  particular  reasons 
for  studying  it  closely,  but  of  course  one  hears  the  records  discussed  sometimes,  and 
finds  them  published  in  the  papers. 

8038.  But  you  would  not  be  in  a  position  to  inform  the  Commission  of  the 
capabilities  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  as  a  gathering  ground  for  the  water  supply  of  the 
Peninsula? — No,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give  the  exact  figures,  but  I  am  perfectly 
ready  to  say  that  at  present  only  a  small  portion  of  the  whole  collecting  area  has  been 
taken  in.  Enormous  quantities  of  water  could  be  taken  in. 

8039.  Chairman.']  You  take  the  figures  of  the  Meteorological  Commission  ? — Yes ; 
looking  at  the  range  of  mountains  it  will  be  seen  that  comparatively  speaking  a  very 
small  portion  of  it  has  been  taken  in  by  the  present  reservoirs.  And  there  must  be  a 
considerable  rainfall  on  the  other  portion, — the  rainfall  being  about  uniform  for  the 
Peninsula — and  from  Constantia  right  down  to  Simonstown  there  is  only  one  place 
where  an  area  has  been  taken  in,  and  that  is  behind  Muizenberg.  I  do  not  agree  with 
Mr.  Craig  that  it  is  an  absolute  fact  that  Table  Mountain  range  will  produce  an  insufficient 
supply,  because  you  can  take  a  good  deal  more  stiLl  than  you  are  taking  now.  It 
seems  to  me  it  is  only  necessary  to  go  outside  for  a  supply  in  order  to  ensure  one  in  the 
shortest  time,  and  if  it  is  convenient  to  do  so. 

8040.  Dr.  Gregory.]  What  information  have  you  on  which  to  base  an  opinion  as 
to  the  yield  of  water  on  Table  Mountain  and  the  Table  Mountain  range  ? — So  far, 
only  the  maps. 

8041.  Are  there  any  gaugings  available  to  the  engineering  profession  at  large? — 
Nothing  except  what  has  been  published  in  connection  with  the  Table  Mountain 
Reservoir-rainfall  information. 

8042.  And  are  those  sufficient  for  you  to  form  an  opinion  ? — The  area  outside  already 
taken  in  by  the  reservoirs  would  have  to  be  gauged.  We  know  there  are  so  many  square 
miles  and  so  many  inches  of  rainfall,  but  it  depends  a  great  deal  on  the  nature  of  the 
ground  on  which  the  rain  falls,  as  to  how  much  is  absorbed,  and  how  much  runs  off, 
and  how  much  goes  into  the  crevices  in  the  ground.  These  are  matters  which  have  to 
be  investigated,  and  it  is  impossible  to  give  an  opinion  off-hand. 

8043.  Chairman.]  Did  not  the  Meteorological  Commission  set  up  a  number  of 
gauges  on  the  mountain  range  ? — Yes,  and  the  figures  one  can  see. 

8044.  And  they  are  trustworthy,  are  they  not  ? — Yes. 

8045.  Are  they  pretty  numerous  ? — In  the  Table  Mountain  portion,  but  not 
further  down  south.  There  are  some  at  Tokai  and  I  suppose  at  Simonstown,  also  one 
at  Cape  Point  lighthouse,  but  I  don’t  think  there  are  any  on  the  intermediate 
portion,  and  it  is  a  distance  of  about  18  or  19  miles. 

8046.  Dr.  Gregory  ]  You  know  nothing  definite  as  regards  the  water  supply  in 
the  Cape  Peninsula  as  to  its  present  capacity  and  of  the  possibility  of  increasing  its 
yield  ? — No,  nothing  definite,  although  survey  would  enable  me  to  give  more  definite 
quantities. 

8047.  You  are  quite  of  opinion  that  the  water  supply  in  the  Peninsula  is,  as  a 
whole,  inadequate  at  present  ? — There  are  the  results — they  could  not  supply  nearly 
sufficient  water  in  the  summer  time. 

8048.  Then,  would  you  advise  before  deciding  on  any  scheme  for  bringing 
water  from  a  distance  that  the  possibility  of  the  yield  from  Table  Mountain  range 
should  be  further  investigated  by  the  Commission,  or  would  you  advise  that  it  would  be 
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better  to  go  at  once  further  afield? — Well  if  the  second  reservoir  now  being  built  is  to  ^ 

be  considered  a  sufficient  supply  for  Cape  Town  of  to-day — sufficient  without  any  dearth  /•  _!!_■ 

in  summer — then  I  should  say  wait  before  going  further  afield,  at  any  rate  wait  until  15|h  1902 

this  survey  has  been  made  for  tho  Commission.  But  if  this  new  reservoir  even  now 

gives  you  a  scanty  supply — with  a  prospect  of  a  water  famine  next  summer — then  it 

would  be  far  better  to  go  and  take  what  you  know  there  is  and  bring  it  in,  because  your 

suburbs  will  extend  and  you  might  eventually  want  outside  water  in  any  case. 

8049.  Have  you  any  experieuce  of  the  water  and  drainage  schemes  of  the  Penin¬ 
sula  ? — No,  I  have  not  studied  them  particularly,  but  I  know  all  the  same  what  is  going 
on.  I  know  that  things  are  very  bad  in  the  suburbs  in  that  connection,  if  you  will 
allow  me  to  say  so. 

8050.  Should  not  tho  Government  engineering  department,  as  such,  be  in  a 
position  to  watch  the  engineering  schemes  not  only  in  the  Peninsula  but  throughout 
the  Colony  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

8051.  But  at  present  you  have  no  information  or  data? — None  whatever.  Unless 
the  Local  Authorities  apply  for  a  loan  these  matters  are  ■not  brought  before  us,  and  we 
cannot  go  into  them. 

8052.  And  even  when  they  do  come  before  you,  in  that  case  your  information  only 
goes  as  far  as  the  plans  go  which  are  submitted,  and  not  to  any  departure  from  the  plaus  ? 

— No,  in  most  of  these  cases  we  make  our  own  surveys.  When  the  surveys  have  been 
made  by  engineers  in  whom  we  have  confidence,  then  of  course  we  accept  them  and 
advise  the  Government. 

8053.  But  there  is  no  Government  official  through  whom  any  variation  of  the 
plans  after  they  have  been  submitted  to  you,  could  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Government  ? — Oh  yes,  because  all  these  schemes,  where  the  Government  give  the 
money,  are  constantly  inspected  by  us.  For  instance,  when  a  loan  is  sanctioned  of  say 
£50,000,  only  an  amount  pro  rata  to  the  progress  of  the  work  is  paid,  and  before  the 
payment  takes  place  we  make  an  inspection  to  see  that  the  work  is  properly  carried  out, 
in  accordance  with  the  plans  and  specifications — without  a  certificate  to  that  effect  from 
our  office  the  money  will  not  be  paid. 

8054.  That  is  only  when  public  money  is  used? — Yes. 

8055.  So  that  only  in  that  case  is  the  Public  Works  Department  called  in,  and 
when  they  get  their  loans  elsewhere  they  can  do  as  they  like  ? — Yes. 

8056.  As  a  rule,  have  they  to  pay  a  larger  rate  or  interest  when  they  go  to  the 
public  for  their  loans  ? — Generally  more,  and  sometimes  at  double  the  rate  of  interest  at 
which  they  could  get  it  from  the  Government. 

8057.  Then  why  in  your  opinion  do  so  few  Local  Authorities  come  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  for  loans  ? — For  a  very  simple  reason — the  Government  have  not  the  money  to 
lend.  The  Government  put  aside  only  a  limited  amount  of  money  for  such  purposes — 
whether  under  the  Irrigation  Act  or  Public  Loans  Act.  At  present  it  is  practically 
hung  up. 

8058.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  reason  why  the  Government  put  aside  such 
a  small  amount  of  money  for  the  purpose  ?— That  is  a  political  matter. 

8059.  Chairman .]  And  who  gets  the  first  pull  at  that  money? — That  is  also  a 
political  matter. 

8060.  Dr.  Gregory.~\  You  stated  just  now  that  the  schemes  in  the  suburbs  are 
bad  ? — Oh,  not  the  sewage  schemes  ;  but  I  am  referring  to  the  system  of  removals. 

Take  Wynberg  for  instance  :  there  is  a  slop  removal  in  tho  morning.  Some  time  ago 
I  wanted  to  know  what  the  slop-water  amounted  to  in  a  place  like  Wynberg,  and  the 
Engineer  told  mo  officially  that  there  was  brought  down  to  the  depositing  ground 
about  9,000  gallons  a  day,  and  there  must  be  something  like  40,000  collected  and 
removable  in  Wynberg.  But  to  understand  this  you  have  to  watch  the  removals  ;  we 
have  tubs  in  the  yards  to  take  the  stuff.  Out  of  these  tubs  it  is  taken  in  pails,  with  the 
result  that  half  of  it  remains  spilt  in  your  back  yards.  Then  when  the  pails  are 
emptied  into  the  cart  or  wagon  in  the  street  another  portion  is  spilt  there,  and  besides 
it  is  constantly  being  lost  on  the  way  to  the  depositing  ground,  so  that  it  is  no  wonder 
that  only  one  quarter  of  it  reaches  there. 

8061.  Chairman^]  And  where  does  it  go  to  when  it  gets  to  the  depositing  ground? — 

Into  the  sand. 

8062.  It  is  a  small  farm  that  they  bought? — Well,  it  is  waste  land,  but  I  don’t 
know  whether  they  bought  it  or  not.  Very  likely  it  is  Government  land  or  Municipal 
land.  I  may  say  that  it  is  being  used  for  agricultural  purposes,  after  both  stercus  and 
slops  have  been  deposited  thereon. 

8063.  You  want  a  Government  Inspector  to  be  put  ovor  that  romoval  arrangement  ? 

; — Yes;  it  ought  not  to  be  allowed.  I  have  more  than  once  been  tempted  to  write  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  about  it.  I  have  spoken  to  the  Municipality,  and  they 
say  they  have  not  the  money  to  remedy  it. 
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„  „Mr-,  .  8064.  That  is  a  case  of  bad  regulations  ? — Yes,  and  bad  workmeu — you  cannot 

7T.  We^thofcn.  get  labourers  tQ  do  the  WQrk 

ioth  May,  1902.  80  65.  Wynbevg  is  going  to  introduce  a  drainage  scheme? — Yes. 

8066.  Are  you  aware  of  any  of  the  details  of  that  scheme  ? — Only  what  was 
published  in  the  papers.  I  was  also  presenl  at  two  public  meetings  of  ratepayers  held 
in  connection  with  it.  A  resolution  was  passed  to  the  effect  that  the  Council  should 
spend  £60,000  on  the  scheme. 

8067.  You  know  nothing  of  the  details  of  the  scheme  ? — The  details  so  far  as  I 
know  are  that  there  is  going  to  bo  bacteriological  treatment  somewhere  near  Prinoess 
Ylei,  and  the  effluent  is  to  be  discharged  on  to  the  land.  Recently  I  have  89en  a 
report  by  the  Municipal  Engineer,  and  in  that  he  stated  that  he  had  the  sewage 
analysed  and  found  that  the  slops  were  not  suitable  for  bacteriological  treatment,  but 
whether  that  is  so  or  not  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say. 

8068.  Have  you  any  experience  of  bacteriological  treatment  ? — Only  what  I  have 
seen  in  the  neighbourhood  here,  and  what  I  have  read  in  technical  works  and  journals, 
and  of  the  proceedings  in  England  of  the  Commission  which  has  been  appointed,  and 
which  is  now  investigating  the  matter. 

8069.  Are  you  aware,  or  are  you  not,  that  the  opinion  as  to  what  is  exactly 
the  best  system  of  bacteriological  treatment  is  at  present  somewhat  undecided  ? — Yes. 

8070.  And  it  is  also  within  your  knowledge  that  systems  which  were  really 
thought  good  a  few  years  ago  are  now  considered  to  be  obsolete  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

8071.  And  it  therefore  becomes  a  very  serious  matter  in  coming  to  a  decision  to 
know  exactly  that  one  is  adopting  the  best  sj'stem  at  the  time  being  ? — Yes. 

8072.  In  the  event  of  the  effluent  not  being  sufficiently  purified  in  the  treatment, 
and  it  being  discharged  into  small  inland  lakes  or  water  such  as  at  Princess  Ylei,  a 
serious  nuisance  might  arise  ? — There  is  great  danger  of  it,  certainly. 

8073.  The  outfall  of  the  sewer  is  to  be  on  a  farm  consisting  in  the  whole  of  about 
70  aores  ? — So  I  understand. 

8074.  Now,  the  70  acres  would  not  be  sufficient  for  the  works,  in  order  to  provide 
ground  for  a  sewage  farm  ? — Do  you  mean  for  passing  through  the  bacteriological 
treatment  or  dealing  with  crude  sewage  ? 

8075.  In  passing  through  the  bacteriological  treatment— I  mean  unless  very 
great  care  were  exercised  ? — Yes.  Of  course,  the  ground  is  very  absorbent 
there,  .  and  I  daresay  that  70  acres  probably  would  be  large  enough  if 
there  is  a  satisfactory  effluent.  But  there  is  one  danger  connected  with  the  scheme 
that  I  see  :  In  the  winter  the  whole  of  that  part  is  simply  one  swamp,  and  it  would 
therefore  be  impossible  to  absorb  during  that  p  riod  of  the  year  all  the  effluent  which 
will  remain  more  or  less  on  the  surface. 

8075(a).  And  therefore,  as  this  place  practically  borders  on  Princess  Ylei,  unless 
great  care  is  taken  it  would  result  in  the  effluent  being  discharged  into  the  Vlei  ? — I 
suppose  it  would  practically  come  to  that. 

8076.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Cape  Town  drainage  scheme? — No,  not  at 
all — except  what  I  read. 

8077.  On  broad  general  principles  would  you  advise  the  disposal  of  sewage  of 
the  Cape  Peninsula  outside  the  Bay  ? — I  certainly  would  advise  to  carry  it  outside  the 
Breakwater,  and  not  to  discharge  it  into  the  Bay  under  any  circumstances  whatever. 

8078.  Neither  with  nor  without  bacteriological  treatment? — I  alluded  more  to 
crude  sewage,  but  I  don’t  think  it  would  do  any  harm  if  treated  bacteriologically — • 
provided  such  treatment  is  efficient  and  successful. 

8079.  But  if  it  could  be  led  into  the  Cape  Town  main  drain  and  discharged  with 
the  Cape  Town  outfall  ? — At  Three  Anchor  Bay  ? 

8080.  Yes.  Would  you  on  broad  principles  be  inclined  to  say  that  it  would  be  a 
better  scheme  ? — I  should  say  so,  but  I  don’t  think  that  the  outfall  which  has  been 
constructed  for  the  Cape  Town  sewage  scheme  would  be  large  enough  to  take  the 
sewage  from  the  suburbs  as  well.  It  was  only  designed  for  a  certain  area. 

8081.  Chairman .]  That  is  a  point  that  we  could  get  from  the  Engineer  of  the 
works  ? — Yes.  I  cannot  see  how  you  would  be  able  to  take  such  an  enormous  quantity 
in — you  would  probably  require  double  the  capacity,  and  assuming  that  they  have 
allowed  for  the  growth  of  the  place  I  scarcely  think  they  would  have  allowed  to  such 
an  extent. 

8082.  Dr.  Grrgory."]  So  that  it  comes  down  to  this :  that  when  Cape  Town  was 
sewered  the  question  of  the  suburbs  should  have  been  taken  into  consideration  at  the 
same  time  ? — It  might  have  been  certainly. 

8083.  It  is  an  argument  against  one  circumscribed  area  dealing  with  matters  which 
alfect  interests  far  beyond  its  border  ? — Yes ;  I  think  that  matter  would  have  been  better 
dealt  with  if  such  a  Board  as  you  propose  had  been  established — they  would  at  once 
have  looked  forward  to  taking  the  whole  area  in. 
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8084.  So  that  probably  larger  expenditure  will  eventually  have  to  be  incurred 
than  would  have  been  necessary  had  the  whole  thing  been  considered  on  broad  lines  ? — 
Yes,  considerably  greater  expense. 

8085.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  outside  water  schemes  ? — You  mean  outside 
the  Peninsula  ? 

8086.  Yes;  the  Steen  bras  River  scheme,  for  instance? — Nothing  beyond  having 
read  of  it. 

8087.  Do  you  know  of  any  gathering  ground  that  might  be  suitable  for  a  water 
supply  for  the  Peninsula? — There  is  the  Steenbras  River  which  you  have  mentioned, 
and  then  there  is  the  Palmiet  River  a  few  miles  further  on.  Then  of  course  there  is 
the  Witte  River  at  Wellington,  and  also  the  Berg  River. 

8088.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  these  supplies  ? — Not  as  regards 
figures,  but  I  have  seen  them. 

8089.  Have  you  formed  any  conclusion  as  to  which  would  be  the  better  and  more 
economical  and  more  feasible? — No  ;  the  water  of  the  upper  portion  of  Palmiet  River 
is  very  fine,  colourless,  and  very  pure,  but  lower  down  again  it  gets  discoloured,  and  I 
am  told  that  Steenbras  River,  which  I  have  not  seen  myself,  is  also  very  discoloured. 

8090.  What  portion  of  Palmiet  River  do  you  include  in  the  upper  part  ? — To 
where  you  go  over  the  nek. 

8091.  The  upper  side  of  Grabouw  ? — Yes. 

8092.  And  that  is  found  to  be  a  clear  colourless  supply  ? — Yes. 

8093.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  what  the  probable  quantity  would  be  ? — No, 
I  could  not  say. 

8094.  Would  it  be  a  very  expensive  matter  to  ascertain  that  ? — No.  we  are  making 
a  road  there  at  present  and  I  could  easily  instruct  my  men  to  take  rough  gaugings  over 
there  extending  over  a  month  or  so. 

8095.  Unfortunately  that  would  not  be  for  the  dry  season  ? — The  Palmiet  River 
is  never  dry,  but  of  course  it  may  be  a  very  small  quantity  in  the  summer.  To  be 
absolutely  sure  we  should  have  to  take  gaugings  over  a  year  or  more,  but  merely  to 
give  an  idea  of  what  quantity  there  may  be  expected  for  storage  purposes  in  the  winter 
time  that  we  could  give  you  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  or  so. 

8096.  Could  you  give  us  some  idea  of  what  works  would  be  necessary  and  what 
the  approximate  cost  of  those  works  would  be  which  would  be  necessary  to  store  it  ? — 
You  cannot  do  that  without  a  survey — and  a  very  big  survey. 

8097.  Would  it  be  a  very  expensive  or  prolonged  matter  to  make  such  a  survey  ? 
— You  see  you  can  survey  the  ground  but  you  cannot  prepare  the  reservoir  until  you 
know  what  the  quantity  of  water  is  going  to  be.  You  can  take  a  survey  of  the  land, 
but  when  it  comes  to  fixing  a  site  for  the  reservoir  then  it  becomes  entirely  a  question 
of  what  quantity  of  water  you  are  going  to  store. 

8098.  Practically,  what  would  you  consider  the  shortest  time  in  which 
observations  could  be  made  to  enable  a  report  to  be  issued  ? — I  should  not  like  to  say 
less  than  eighteen  months. 

8099.  But  before  that  you  think  an  estimate  of  its  possibilities  could  be  obtained  ? 
— What  I  mean  is  this  :  in  any  case  you  would  have  to  store  water  and  you  would  have 
to  store  it  in  the  flood  time  over  and  above  what  you  could  get  out  of  the  flow  in  the 
summer  time,  and  the  quantity  that  could  be  stored  you  could  ascertain  during  the 
course  of  the  winter. 

8100.  You  would  have  to  take  into  consideration  whether  the  quantity  is  abnormal 
or  not  ? — You  could  tell  what  the  average  would  be  more  or  less  from  the  quantity  of 
rainfall. 

8101.  Apart  from  that  an  approximate  oost  of  bringing  the  water  to  the  Peninsula 
could  easily  be  obtained  ? — Oh  yes,  when  once  you  know  the  size  of  your  reservoir  and 
you  know  what  quantity  of  water  you  are  going  to  bring,  then  you  fix  the  size  of  your 
pipes  accordingly. 

8102.  Mr.  Gurney .]  The  strengthening  of  the  Simonstown  reservoir  owing  to  the 
Government  haviug»the  power  to  intervene  for  the  safety  of  the  public  is  a  very  fair 
iustance  of  the  desirability  of  some  higher  power  having  a  say  in  these  matters  ? — Yes, 
certainly. 

8103.  The  engineers,  I  take  it,  may  find  themselves  considerably  hampered  by  the 
limit  of  the  amount  of  money  that  the  Municipalities  are  prepared  to  spend,  and 
consequently  they  may  somewhat  forget  the  public  safety,  and  hence  the  desirability 
of  having  these  schemes  approved  by  a  higher  authority'  ? — Yes 

8104.  Tho  Government  had  no  opportunity  of  stepping  in  in  the  case  of  the 
Wynborg  reservoir  in  that  respect  ? — Of  course  the  first  reservoir  was  constructed  long 
ago. 

8105.  I  am  speaking  of  the  service  reservoir  ? — There  was  no  consultation  what¬ 
ever  with  the  Government  about  it. 


Mr. 

Westhofen. 
May,  1902. 


374 


8106.  And  therefore  Government  expressed  no  opinion,  nor  did  they  intervene 
n  .  ii  ttt  w/,".  eveu  for  public  safety  on  account  of  having  no  locus  standi  in  the  matter  P — That 

loth  May.  1902.  is  how  I  understood  it  ;  I  may  he  mistaken,  and  I  should  like  to  be  corrected  if  I  am  ; 

but  I  represented  the  matter  to  the  Commissioner,  and  pointed  out  the  question  of  the 
public  safety  of  the  people,  but  the  answer  came  that  we  could  not  interfere. 

8107.  And  the  Mayor  represented  to  us  that  some  expenditure  had  taken  place 
beoause  some  of  the  residents  and  ratepayers  had  become  nervous  as  to  something 
happening,  but  apparently  the  ratepayers  had  no  power  to  come  to  the  Government  and 
to  a6k  the  Government  to  help  them  P — In  what  way  p 

8108.  The  representation  was  that  the  ratepayers  were  nervous,  as  they  thought 
that  something  was  going  to  happen,  and,  consequently,  the  Municipality  very  kindly 
spent  6ome  money  on  the  reservoir  to  make  them  happier  ? — I  don’t  think  the  new 
reservoir  there  could  have  had  anything  happened  to  it  which  would  have  created  a 
danger  ;  the  only  thing  was  that  they  did  not  get  enough  water.  From  the  position 
of  the  reservoir  there  was  no  danger  to  the  town  simply  because,  being  a  dug-out 
reservoir,  it  could  not  have  burst.  I  must  say  I  have  never  heard  of  a  fear  on  the 
part  of  the  people,  only  that  in  the  summer  time  there  was  not  enough  water. 
Suddenly,  on  a  Saturday  afternoon  perhaps,  the  water  is  taken  off,  and,  of  course, 
we  inhabitants  have  represented  it  to  the  Municipality,  and  they  promised  that  we 
should  get  an  increased  supply  when  the  new  reservoir  was  finished,  and  in  that  we 
have  been  disappointed.  What  the  reason  may  be  I  could  not  say; 

8109.  Tou  are  in  charge  of  the  Government  Water  Boring  Department  P — Yes. 

8110.  Has  the  Government  done  much  work  in  the  Cape  Peninsular' — The 
Government  has  not  done  a  great  deal,  but  we  have  bored  a  number  of  holes  at  the 
TJitvlugt  location,  where  we  get  3,600  gallons  from  five  holes.  Then  we  bored 
another  hole  at  Windmill,  near  Maitland,  and  we  went  25  feet  deep,  and  the  whole 
yields  1,000  gallons  an  hour,,  which  is  a  very  good  supply.  Since  then  we  have  bored 
more  holes,  but  we  have  not  hit  on  the  same  vein. 

8111.  Judging  from  these  results  so  far,  are  you  of  opinion  that  much  water  can 
be  prooured  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  from  boring  P — No,  I  don’t  think  so. 

8112.  The  Public  Works  Department  has  wanted  to  take  over  all  the  main  roads 
of  the  country  for  a  long  time  P — Yes. 

8113.  Do  you  still  hold  that  view  P — Oh,  yes. 

8114.  Would  you  wish  that  to  apply  to  the  Cape  Peninsula  notwithstanding  the 
evidence  you  have  been  giving  in  that  connection  ? — I  would  not  take  them  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Municipality  but  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Divisional  Council. 

8115.  Mr.  Stewart .]  You  referred  to  the  service  reservoir  being  built  for  the  Water 
Board  at  Newlands  P — Yes. 

8116.  And  you  mentioned  that  from  information  supplied  to  you,  you  did  not 
consider  it  quite  safe  P — Yes,  but  I  said  that  my  informant  did  not  consider  it  safe. 

8117.  Have  you  seen  the  reservoir  yourself  P — I  have  not. 

8118.  Is  it  not  rather  a  serious  remark  to  make  for  publication  in  that  case  ? — I 
gave  the  Commission  distinctly  to  understand  that  I  was  speaking  from  hearsay,  and 
that  upon  the  information  I  got  I  took  the  steps  which  1  considered  necessary  as  a 
Government  official  to  take  in  bringing  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Government,  who 
told  me,  however  that  they  had  no  locus  standi  in  the  matter  at  all,  and  I  then 
purposely  did  not  go  further  with  the  matter,  nor  did  I  visit  the  reservoir. 

8119.  I  put  you  that  question  because  we  have  had  so  much  unreliable  hearsay 
evidence  that  one  does  not  like  to  go  far  with  it.  Would  it  be  possible  do  you  think 
to  produce  your  informant  F — No.  (See  end  of  this  day's  Minutes  of  Evidence). 

8120.  Do  you  happen  to  know  the  depth  of  the  water  it  is  intended  to  contain  F  — 
About  30  feet. 

8121.  Do  you  know  what  depth  the  Molteno  reservoir  holds  nowadays  F — I 
could  not  say. 

8122.  Would  you  accept  it  from  me  that  it  holds  about  35  feet  F — Oh  yes,  if  you 
say  so. 

8123.  And  that  reservoir  has  been  holding  that  depth  of  water  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years  F — Yes. 

8124.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Waterworks  Board  had  engineering  advice  as 
regards  the  reservoir  at  Newlands  F- -They  have  got  their  own  engineer. 

8125.  You  don’t  know  whether  they  have  any  outside  advice  F — I  don’t  know.. 

8126.  You  mentioned  about  the  Wynberg  and  Simonstown  reservoirs  having 
cracks ;  now,  do  you  know  of  any  other  reservoirs  in  this  country  of  the  same  size  as 
those  service  reservoirs  and  of  the  same  nature  F — I  could  not  say  exactly  of  the  same 
size,  although  I  have  seen  a  few,  but  I  don’t  remember  off-hand  the  size  of  any  ui  tnern. 

8127.  Have  you  seen  any  one  with  longer  walls  than  either  of  those  F — No,  I 
have  not. 
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8128.  You  have  seen  walls  for  railway  purposes  of  considerable  length?— Yes.  ^ 

8129.  Have  you  ever  seen  one  of  considerable  length  without  cracks  in  it  ? — I  '  Y  ven- 
don’t  remember;  I  think  they  are  mostly  cracked,  but  I  should  think  a  railway  retain-  I5tl«  May,  1902. 
ing  wall  a  very  different  thing  from  those  of  a  storage  reservoir. 

8130.  It  would  be  contrary  to  all  principles  of  works  if  they  did  not  crack? — I 
would  not  say  so  at  all. 

8131.  There  are  such  things  as  expansion  and  contraction  ? — Yes. 

8132.  As  well  as  a  drawing  out  and  a  coming  together  ? — No,  there  is  no  draw¬ 
ing  apart  and  coming  together. 

8133.  It  breaks  apart  ? — It  expands  and  contracts  like  an  iron  bar,  but  it  does  not 
open  out. 

8134.  Is  not  the  elasticity  of  the  iron  bar  different  from  that  of  concrete  ? — Yes. 

8135.  You  gave  us  the  depth  of  the  Wynberg  reservoir  as  18  feet  ? — I  said 
probably  ;  I  was  not  speaking  from  personal  knowledge. 

8136.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Simonstown  reservoir  was  ever  strengthened 
upon  the  recommendation  to  the  Government  ? — I  think  so. 

8137.  Are  you  sure? — I  am  not  sure ;  I  will  ask  the  Chairman’s  permission  to 
supply  the  information  after  I  have  consulted  the  papers. 

8138.  Chairman .]  If  you  have  any  report  it  would  be  better  to  put  it  in  ? — Yes  ; 

I  shall  have  much  pleasure  in  doing  so.  ( Appendix  G.) 

8139.  Mr.  Stewart.]  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  reservoir  was  not  strengthened  ? — 

Was  the  bank  in  front  not  strengthened  ? 

8140.  We  come  to  the  question  of  sewage  :  you  have  heard  of  Mr.  Baldwin  Latham, 
and  you  have  heard  of  Mr.  Mansergh,  who  was  the  President  of  the  Civil  Engineers  last 
year  ? — Yes. 

8141.  Are  you  aware  that  he  recommended  the  septic  tank  system  for  Ceylon, 

Colombo,  and  the  bacteriological  treatment  for  Manchester  ? — Yes. 

8142.  Then  there  must  be  something  in  it  ? — I  am  entirely  in  favour  of  it,  if  it 
can  be  carried  out  successfully. 

8143.  You  mention  that  as  regards  the  Wynberg  disposal  farm  the  place  was 
a  swamp  in  winter:  have  you  seen  the  exact  site  where  this  land  is  in  a  state  of 
swamp  ? — I  could  not  say. 

8144.  The  inference  was  that  the  site  was  unsuitable  becuuse  the  whole  of  the 
country  in  winter  was  a  swamp  ? — Some  time  ago  we  were  constructing  a  road  from 
Plumstead  Station  to  Princess  Ylei  and  1  had  occasion  to  go  down  there  pretty  often, 
and  in  driving  down  there  we  had  to  pass  through  water  a  long  way,  and  as  far  as 
I  could  see  the  water  was  standing  for  many  days  after  rain.  As  to  where  this 
particular  site  is  I  could  not  speak  positively  and  therefore  caunot  say  whether  the  farm 
is  unsuitable  or  not. 

8145.  The  district  varies  a  good  deal  in  the  depth  of  sand  and  the  height  above 
sea  level  ? — Yes,  there  are  rises  and  depressions  of  no  great  extent. 

8146.  You  have  never  from  your  admission  seen  this  particular  piece  of  ground  in 
swamp  ? — No,  I  have  not. 

8147.  Dr.  Gregory.']  The  question  as  to  the  bacteriological  system  of  sewage  treat¬ 
ment  is  not  one  of  whether  as  a  principle  it  is  good  or  not — there  are  no  two  opinions 
about  the  matter? — That  is  so. 

8148.  All  experts  agree  that  it  is  the  proper  system,  broadly  speaking  ? — Yes. 

8149.  But  there  are  within  your  knowledge,  are  there  not,  a  number  of  different 
applications  of  the  system  ? — Yes. 

8150.  And  some  of  them  give  not  nearly  such  good  results  as  others? — No. 

8151.  For  instance  there  is  a  very  considerable  difference  in  the  results  as 
to  whether  mei’ely  a  septic  tank  is  employed  or  whether  upward  filtration  is  done  ? — 

Yes. 

8152.  So  that  what  may  be  an  eminently  good  application  for  the  principle  in  one 
system  would  not  necessarily  be  a  good  application  in  another  system  ? — Quite  so. 

8153.  And  it  was  in  regard  to  the  application  of  the  principle  that  you  were* 
speaking,  and  not  to  the  principle  itself  ? — Entirely.  I  would  recommend  this 
bacteriological  treatment  if  I  were  satisfied  that  the  conditions  made  it  fairly  apparent 
of  success. 

8154.  And,  therefore,  when  an  engineer  advises  the  adoption  of  the  bacteriological 
system  for  Ceylon  he  was  not  advising  recklessly  ?  — He  must  have  known  what  he  was 
recommending  and  spoken  to  the  book. 

8155.  Chairman.]  This  Princess  Ylei,  is  there  any  means  of  draining  it  ? — There 
are  two — Princes  Ylei  and  Princess  Ylei,  the  latter  is  the  nearest  to  the  Plumstead 
road,  and  is  but  a  small  sheet,  the  former  a  very  large  sheet  of  water. 

8156.  Is  it  just  a  ylei  of  stagnant  water  ? — Yes,  more  or  less  so. 
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_  I2fr-  ,  8157.  Is  there  any  outlet  P — Not  to  Prinoes  Ylei.  but  the  absorption  in  the  soil  is 

TF.  Westhoftn.  yery  con8iderable. 

loth  Hay,  1902.  8  1  58.  Are  there  springs  or  is  it  simply  run-off  water  coming  down  ? — Yes,  I  would 

not  speak  positively,  but  I  think  it  is  simply  running  water — drainage  of  rain  water 
from  the  mountain. 

8159.  You  are  an  inhabitant  of  Wynberg? — Yes. 

8160.  What  do  the  poor  people  there  do  for  water? — It  is  laid  on  all  over  the 
town. 

8161.  We  have  it  from  a  Councillor  that  only  two-thirds  of  the  houses  have 
water  ? — Laid  on  into  the  houses  ? 

8162.  Yes. — I  could  not  say.  S 

8163.  There  are  no  public  water  taps ;  now  where  do  the  poor  inhabitants  get 
water? — They  borrow  and  take  what  they  can  get  from  others. 

8164.  It  appears  from  evidence  that  typhoid  had  become  endemic  in  Wynberg, 
and  I  wanted  to  find  out  whether  it  is  perhaps  due  to  the  water  used  by  some  people  ? 

— No,  but  we  should  be  surprised  that  it  is  not  worse,  there  have  been  very  mrny  deaths 
during  the  last  two  years  in  the  military  hospitals  from  enteric  fever. 

8165.  Do  not  the  poor  people  or  some  of  the  people  use  water  from  wells  and 
from  ditches  which  is  more  or  less  polluted  water  ? — They  are  using  water  from  wells 
but  there  are  no  ditches  exoept  small  slop  water  gutters. 

8166.  Is  there  not  a  ditch  where  people  go  and  get  water  with  pails  ? — There  are 
ditches  where  the  rain  water  may  collect,  but  I  have  never  seen  anyone  taking  water 
from  it. 

8167.  As  an  inhabitant  of  Wynberg,  don’t  you  think  that  it  would  be  to  the 
public  advantage  if  the  poorer  class  of  people  there  had  a  free  water  supply  by  means 
of  publio  taps  or  something  of  that  kind  ? — Oh,  yes,  I  should  certainly  say  so. 

8168.  In  all  towns  having  a  water  supply,  should  there  not  be  a  number  of  free 
taps  ? — Yes,  it  is  the  rule,  I  believe. 

8169.  But  there  are  none  in  Wynberg  ? — I  have  not  seen  any. 

8170.  Then  if  the  poorer  people  cannot  get  a  drink  of  good  water  from  a  neigh¬ 
bour  they  have  no  other  means  of  getting  it  ? — Yes. 

8171.  Mr.  Stewart.']  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  a  public  tap  near  the  Railway 
Station  ? — Yes.  I  took  it  to  be  one  put  there  by  the  Railway  Department. 

8172.  Chairman.]  Is  that  the  only  one  ? — I  know  of  no  other. 

8173.  You  spoke  of  the  water  supply,  and  you  referred  to  the  Palmiet  River  and 
the  Steenbras  River  and  other  possible  sources  of  supply  ;  do  you  agree  that  there  is 
no  running  stream  on  which  we  could  depend  for  a  supply  for  the  Peninsula? — Well, 
there  is  a  perennial  stream,  but  it  dwindles  down  to  a  very  small  supply  in  summer. 

8174.  But  is  it  large  enough  for  a  supply  ? — I  should  not  say  sufficient  unless 
flood-water  is  stored. 

8175.  Then  in  either  case,  to  make  the  supply  a  sufficient  one  vou  must  store  ? — 

Yes. 

8176.  That  is  an  expensive  business  ? — Yes,  and  the  question  is  whether  they  will 

allow  you  to  take  the  whole  of  the  stream  out.  ^ 

8177.  I  was  coming  to  that ;  you  can  only  secure  a  large  supply  from  storm¬ 
water  ? — Yes. 

8178.  And  as  far  as  you  know,  the  ownership  of  stormwater  in  this  country  is 
undetermined  ? — Yes 

8179.  And  we  could  not  store  water  on  an  area  like  that  without  legislation  giving 
us  the  authority  to  do  so  ? — Quite  so. 

8180.  That  applies  universally  ? — Yes,  everywhere  in  the  Colony. 

8181.  You  are  hydrographically  acquainted  with  the  country  within  a  hundred 
miles  of  Cape  Town  ? — Yes. 

8182.  Do  you  know  of  a  running  stream  of  water  within  that  radius  from  which 
a  constant  supply  of  water  can  be  had  for  the  Peninsula  ? — No,  I  only  know  of  those 
sources  that  I  have  mentioned. 

8183.  So  that  if  a  large  supply  of  water  is  to  be  made  for  the  Peninsula,  it  will 
have  to  be  done  by  storage  P — Yes. 

8184.  Do  you  know  the  stream  called  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  River? — Yes. 

8185.  You  have  been  there? — Not  to  the  source,  but  I  have  seen  the  stream. 

8186.  Do  you  know  what  proportion  of  the  water  of  the  Berg  River  would  run 
from  that  branch  ? — I  don’t  know. 

8187.  Has  the  Berg  River  other  sources  ? — Oh  yes,  several  from  French  Hoek,  and 
also  from  Stellenbosch  Nek. 

8188.  Do  you  know  the  River  called  the  Twenty-four  Rivers? — Yes.  It  is  a 
tributary  of  the  Berg  River  lower  down. 

8189.  Have  you  been  there  ? — Yes. 
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8190.  What  sort  of  a  river  is  that? — It  rises  somewhere  in  the  Tulbagh  mountains 
but  it  is  not  a  running  stream — in  summer  it  consists  merely  of  stagnant  pools. 

8191.  You  would  have  to  store  water  there  ? — Ye«,  even  the  Breede  River  would 
not  be  sufficient  to  supply  Cape  Town. 

8192.  Is  the  water  in  the  Twenty-four  Rivers  good  water  as  far  as  you  knew  ? — 
Yes,  I  should  think  so. 

8193.  Where  did  you  see  it  ? — On  the  main  road  from  Porterville,  but  I  have  not 
been  up  the  mountain  side. 

8194.  You  don’t  know  of  a  certain  report  made  by  Mr.  Bain  who  was  an  officer  of 
your  Department  formerly? — I  saw  it  mentioned,  but  I  have  not  found  time  to  look 

fc—  it  up. 

8195.  Would  it  be  consistent  with  your  official  duties  to  give  us  your  views  upon 
that  report  if  you  are  supplied  with  a  copy? — I  shall  certainly  do  so. 

On  the  following  day  the  subjoined  letter  was  receiv  ed  from  Mr.  Westhofen  :  — 

No.  13/286.  Office  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works, 

Cape  Town, 

16th  May,  1902. 

The  Secretary,  Cape  Peninsula  Commission. 

Sir, — I  have  to  apologise  to  the  Commission  for  having  involuntarily  made 
an  incorrect  statement  with  regard  to  the  Simonstown  Reservoir.  I  stated  that 
the  lower  portion  of  the  reservoir  overhanging  the  town — consisting  of  a  concx-ete 
wall  backed  by  an  earthen  embankment — had  been  considered  insufficient  in 
strength,  and  that  the  Department  had  advised  Government  that  it  should  be 
strengthened.  On  reference  to  my  records,  I  find  that  such  was  not  the  case,  but 
the  defects  discovered  and  reported  upon  were  in  another  part  of  the  structure,  as 
will  readily  b>  seen  by  reference  to  the  reports,  copies  cf  w'hich  are,  by  request  of 
the  Chairman,  now  submitted  (under  separate  cover).  See  Appendix  G. 

With  regard  to  the  report  appearing  in  this  morning’s  Cape.  Timm,  I  shall  be 
glad  if  the  Chairman  will  permit  me  to  explain  that,  in  replying  to  Mr.  Stewart’s 
question  whether  I  could  produce  my  informant — in  the  matter  of  the  new  Reser¬ 
voir  at  Newlands — “  that  I  couid  not  pioduce  him,”  I  unfortunately  overlooked 
the  bad  effect  of  such  admission.  I  shall  therefore  be  glad  if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
state  that  I  meant  to  say  I  could  not  produce  him  without  his  consent.  My 
informant  is  in  Cape  Town.  He  has  seen  the  plans  more  than  once,  and  has  had 
good  reasons  for  watching  the  progress  of  the  work  from  week  to  week.  Tf  he 
consents,  I  have,  of  course,  no  objection  whatever  to  give  his  name. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Sgd.)  W.  WESTHOFEN,  M.I.C.E., 
Engineer,  P.W.D. 


v 


Mr. 

V".  Westhof  n. 

15th  May,  1902. 
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»Messrs. 

E.  J .  Earp , 
John  Andrews 
and 

W.  A.  Batchelor. 
16th  May,  1902. 


FRIDAY,  I 6th  MAY,  1902. 


Hon.  Sir  W. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 


Present : 

Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Andekson. 


Edwin  John  Earp  (Mayor),  John  Andrews  (Town  Councillor),  and  William  Alexander 

Batchelor  (Municipal  Clerk),  of  Rondeboscli,  examined.  (All  the  questions  were 

answered  by  Mr.  Earp.) 

8196.  Chairman.']  You  reside  in  Rondebosch  F — Yes. 

8197.  And  carry  on  business  at  Cape  Town  F — Yes. 

8198.  I  suppose  that  is  also  the  case  with  Mr.  Andrews  F — Yes. 

8199.  You  are  Mayor  of  Rondebosch  F — Yes. 

8200.  Have  you  been  a  long  time  a  member  of  the  Rondebosch  Town  Council  ? — 
About  5  or  6  years. 

8201.  What  is  the  area  of  Rondebosch  ? — 1.850  acres,  or  about  2f  square  miles. 

8202.  Have  you  any  idea  of  how  much  of  that  is  built  upon  ? — The  area  to  be 
built  upon  is  estimated  at  250  acres. 

8203.  I  mean  closely  built  upon  ;  I  was  not  speaking  of  the  outskirts  where  there 
are  a  few  stray  houses,  but  I  mean  the  area  occupied  by  the  town  proper  ? — Yes,  that 
is  what  I  understood  you  to  mean.  We  have  still  to  be  built  upon  a  quantity  of  land 
which  would  give  2,000  plots  on  which  houses  might  be  built,  and,  taking  7  persons 
per  house,  there  is,  therefore,  room  for  an  additional  population  of  14,000  people. 

8204.  Have  you  any  area  that  can  be  called  a  commonage  F — We  have  the  Camp 
Ground  :  that  is  generally  known  as  church  land  which  the  church  hold  in  trust  for  the 
people.  Practically  it  is  commonage. 

8205.  The  Municipality  cannot  alienate  any  part  of  that  land  F — They  have  no 
control  over  it  whatever. 

8206.  Who  has  the  control  of  it  F — The  trustees  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at 
Rondebosch. 

8207.  And  do  they  look  after  it  F — We  cannot  say  that  they  spend  much  upon  it. 
There  is  room  for  great  improvement  there,  but  I  understand  that  they  have  no  special 
funds  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  land,  and  as  they  do  not  get  any  large  revenue 
from  the  land  they  are  not  able  to  spend  much  upon  it.  In  the  public  interest  it 
would  be  better  if  the  land  was  vested  in  the  Municipality  for  the  people. 

8208.  An  effort  was  made  in  that  direction  some  time  ago  by  a  Bill  in  Parlia¬ 
ment,  I  believe  F — Yes;  but  the  Bill  was  thrown  out  in  the  Legislative  Council, 
although  it  was  passed  in  the  House  of  Assembly  by  a  large  majority.  I  think  it  was 
very  mucli  to  be  regretted  that  it  was  thrown  out. 

8209.  Has  anything  been  done  since  in  that  matter  F — No,  not  yet. 

8210.  Was  the  arrangement  proposed  to  be  made  at  that  time  in  your  opinion  a 
fair  and  equitable  one  F — I  consider  that  it  was  an  exceedingly  equitable  one. 

8211.  And  theie  is  no  other  common  landF — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

8212.  I  suppose  there  is  a  good  deal  of  land  in  private  hands  that  would  be 
available  for  building  plots  in  the  future  F — Yes,  and  I  may  say  that  the  Municipality 
themselves  have  a  large  piece  of  land  near  the  Camp  Ground  of  about  35  acres  in 
extent.  It  is  of  considerable  value  now. 

8213.  But  there  are  many  private  owners  of  land  owning  pieces  which  can  be  cut 
up  into  building  plots  F — Yes. 

821  1.  What  is  tho  population  of  Rondebosch  F — Estimating  it  at  about  t  persons 
per  house,  the  population  is  6,600. 

8215.  That  is  the  European  population  F— No ;  there  are  a  few  coloured  people, 
but  in  the  main  our  population  is  European. 

8216.  Yours  is  not  a  poor  population  F — I  think  we,  generally  speaking,  have 
less  of  the  poorer  class  of  house  than  any  other  Municipality. 

8217.  What  is  the  number  of  houses  F — 943. 

8218.  What  is  the  average  value  of  the  houses  F — That  is  hard  to  say.  We 
might  take  the  immovable  property  valuation,  but  that  also  includes  land  as  well  as 
houses.  In  1891  the  immovable  property  valuation  was  £841,395. 
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8219.  You  have  not  the  number  of  individual  owners,  but  could  you  give  us  an 
idea  of  the  average  value  per  owner? — We  will  supply  that  to  the  Commission  if  it 
is  desired. 

8220.  Your  Municipality  is  constituted  under  the  Act  of  1882  ?  —Yes. 

8221.  And  of  how  many  members  does  your  Council  consist? — Six  members. 

8222.  Is  not  that  number  an  exception  to  the  rule? — Yes,. I  believe  we  are  a 
rather  smaller  body  than  usual. 

8223.  What  class  of  gentlemen  do  you  generally  get  as  members  of  Council — men 
with  business  in  Cape  Town  and  residing  in  Rondebosch,  or  have  you  a  fair  proportion  of 
Councillors  with  business  as  well  as  residence  in  Rondebosch? — For  the  most  part 
our  Councillors  are  gentlemen  residing  in  Rondebosch  who  have  their  businesses  in 
Cape  Town,  but  there  is  one  member  of  the  Council  whose  business,  as  well  as  whose 
place  of  residence,  is  in  Rondebosch. 

8224.  Mr.  Gurney .]  Apparently  from  the  statement  of  your  accounts  before  us 
you  have  raised  four  loans,  not  including  the  Steenbras  matter  ? — Yes. 

8225.  I  see  one  was  in  1894  for  wash-houses  and  sidepaths  of  £3,200,  another  one 
was  for  £2,500  in  1899  for  the  Town  Hall,  and  one  of  £18,000  in  1899-1900,  of 
which  £2,848  was  for  municipal  stables,  £2,600  was  to  redeem  debentures,  and 
£12,568  was  for  the  erection  of  tire  Town  Hall? — That  is  right. 

8226.  But  the  three  last  items  which  I  mentioned  do  not  make  £18,000 ;  can 
you  give  us  the  correct  figures  ? — We  raised  £18,000  in  1899  for  the  purpose  of  a 
Town  Hall  and  Municipal  stables  and  the  redemption  of  debentures.  I  think  you 
will  find  that  that  figures  out  at  about  £18,000. 

8227.  But  it  does  not  make  the  exact  £18,000  ? — There  is  an  amount  of  £180  9s. 
for  loans  raised  and  unexpended  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  that  makes  the  exact  figure. 

8228.  Of  your  loan  of  £18,000,  £17,617  was  outstanding  on  the  31st  December, 
1901,  I  suppose  you  had  repaid  the  difference  ? — Yes. 

8229.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  another  instalment’was  due  on  the  following  day  ;  was 
that  paid  also  ? — Yes. 

8230.  The  expenditure  under  these  loans  has  been  included  in  the  return  you 
have  been  good  enough  to  make  to  the  Commission  under  the  ordinary  receipts  and 
payments  heading,  but  have  not  you  kept  the  loan  expenditure  separate  from  the  ordinary 
accounts  in  your  books  ? — That  is,  I  should  say,  a  matter  of  abstraction  for  the  book¬ 
keeper.  The  accounts  are  kept  quite  separately  in  the  books.  Any  expenditure 
incurred  on  account  of  a  specified  loan  is  debited  to  that  particular  loan. 

8231.  You  are  aware  that  the  Act  under  which  you  work  lays  it  down  that  you 
must  keep  a  separate  account  of  each  loan  raised  and  the  expenditure  of  money  raised 
against  that  loan  must  be  properly  debited  against  it  ? — That  we  have  done,  and  we 
can  give  you  a  statement  of  the  exact  expenditure  on  any  particular  loan, 

8232.  In  the  statement  rendered  to  us  the  receipts  for  the  past  five  years  shew  a 
total  of  £63,250  5s.  Od.  and  the  payments  for  the  same  period  are  £63,469  4s.  8d.  ? — - 
Yes. 

8233.  But  you  will  notice  that  £22,000  figures  as  the  total  of  loans  raised? — 
Quite  so. 

8234.  And  the  expenditure  against  those  loans  is  no  doubt  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  account  under  various  headings  ? — Yes. 

8235.  But  it  is  not  shewn  distinctly  and  marked  as  loan  expenditure  ? — It 
does  not  appear  to  be  so  marked  in  the  account,  but  you  may  take  it  that  is  the 
actual  case. 

8236.  Can  you  tell  us  how  much  of  that  loan  money  has  not  yet  been  spent  ? — 
According  to  the  accounts  wlxich  I  have  had  given  to  me,  it  is  £180  19s. 

8237.  You  will  notice  that,  roughly  speaking,  your  total  receipts  and  total  pay¬ 
ments  for  the  past  five  years  differ  by  £200  ? — About  that. 

8238.  So  that,  allowing  for  that  amount  of  £180  in  hand  on  the  loans,  the  differ¬ 
ence  is,  roughly,  £380  ? — Yes,  that  will  be  the  difference. 

8239.  Is  it  a  fair  conclusion  to  draw  that  your  receipts  and  payments  for  ordinary 
purposes  during  the  last  five  years  have  just  about  equalised  ? — That  would  be  a  fair 
conclusion  to  draw.  For  special  purposes  we  have  had  special  loans,  but  the  ordinary 
revenue  has  about  equalled  the  ordinary  expenditure. 

8240.  How  does  it  come  about  that  you  have  an  overdrawn  balance  on  the 
General  Account  of  £1,400  ? — At  about  that  date  considerable  money  is  due  to  the 
Municipality. 

8241.  Yes,  but  the  receipts  have  equalled  the  expenditure ;  is  not  this  a  constant 
overdraft  which  has  beou  going  on  for  five  years  ? — We  generally  have  an  overdraft  at 
the  end  of  the  year  which  is  repaid  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  when  the  rates  come 
in,  but  1  do  not  think  that  that  alters  much  our  financial  position. 
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8242.  As  a  matter  of  faot,  you  had  a  balance  in  hand,  according  to  the  accounts 
supplied  to  us,  on  the  1st  Jammy,  1897  ? — Yes,  a  matter  of  £03 — only  a  very  small 
balance. 

8243.  No,  you  are  taking  the  1898  figures;  you  are  speaking  of  the  balance  on 
the  31st  December,  1897  ;  you  started  iu  January,  1897,  with  a  much  larger  balance? 
— Yes,  I  see,  £230.  AVe  had  that  to  the  credit  of  the  Municipality,  whether  iu  the 
bank  or  cash  in  hand  I  cannot  say. 

8244.  You  started  with  a  balance  of  £230  17s.  5d.,  and  you  left  off  at  the  end  of 
1901  with  a  balance  of  £11  17s.  8d.  ? — Yes,  that  appears  to  be  the  case  from  the 
figures  before  me. 

8245.  Notwithstanding  that,  you  show  an  overdrawn  balance  of  £1,432.  Now, 
what  I  want  to  know  is  how  that  comes  about  when  your  cash  account  shows  you  to 
have  a  credit  balance  of  £11  17s.  8d.  ? — Of  course,  you  are  aware  that  these  accounts 
ure  audited  every  year.  I  have  the  accounts  for  each  year,  shewing  the  balance 
brought  forward,  but  I  do  not  exactly  see  where  the  deficiency  comes  in. 

8246.  At  first  sight  it  would  appear  that  this  overdraft  must  be  an  old  overdraft, 
rlatiug  back  to  more  than  five  years  ago,  and  that  is  the  point  I  want  to  ascertain. 
Your  receipts  and  payments  have  practically  equalised  themselves  and  you  present  an 
account  shewing  a  nominal  credit  bala-o.ce  at  the  beginning  of  1897  of  £230  17s.  5d,, 
and  closing  at  the  end  of  the  five  years  with  a  nominal  balance  of  £11  17s.  8d.  But 
instead  of  that,  you  really  have  an  overdrawn  balanoe  of  £1,400.  It  therefore  seems  to 
follow  that  this  overdrawn  balanoe  must  belong  to  a  period  of  at  least  five  years  ago? 
— I  have  no  information  before  me  to  throw  any  light  upon  this  matter  at  the  present 
moment,  hut  it  is  a  matter  that  will  be  looked  into. 

8247.  In  making  your  arrangements  for  the  current  year,  have  you  estimated  for 
this  overdrawn  bilauce  with  a  view  to  clearing  it  off,  or  do  you  propose  that  it  shall 
remain  ? — -I  am  sorry  that  I  have  not  got  the  estimates  before  me,  but  I  believe  that  it 
did  appear  in  our  estimates  as  part  of  the  expenditure  of  the  year,  which  we  provided 
for  it  out  of  the  rates  of  the  year.  We  certainly  intend  to  meet  our  liabilities. 

8248.  The  point  that  the  Commission  would  like  to  be  clear  upon  is  as  to  what 
this  overdraft  is  due  to.  The  accounts  as  rendered  do  not  produce  the  overdraft,  yet  it 
is  found  to  exist  at  the  end  of  1901,  seeming  to  shew  that  it  must  have  been  in 
existence  for  more  than  five  years  ? — We  certainly  do  shew  in  our  balance  sheet  of  the 
31st  December,  1901,  an  amount  due  of  £1,432.  I  have  not  the  estimate  before  me  for 
the  present  year,  but  I  am  very  confident  that  we  did  provide  for  the  payment  of  that 
amount. 

8249.  You  quite  see  my  point,  I  presume  ? — I  do. 

8250.  I  mean  that  if  the  receipts  and  expenditure  have  been  practically  equal,  how 
does  the  overdraft  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  five  years?  Does  it  not  seem  to  follow  that 
it  must  have  been  an  overdraft  in  existence  five  years  ago  and  never  met? — Without 
going  minutely  into  the  accounts,  I  could  only  speak  generally,  and  say  that  the 
rec  opts  have  been  equal  to  the  expenditure. 

8251.  I  note  a  further  loan  of  £1,500  in  1900,  a  matter  of  debentures? — Yes. 

8252.  For  what  purpose  was  it  raised? — To  cover  the  additional  cost  of  the  Town 
Hall. 

8253.  It  was  raised  subsequent^  to  the  Government  loan  of  £18,000  ? — Uuite  so. 

8254.  Arrangements  have  been  made,  I  presume,  in  connection  with  the  repayment 
of  this  loan  ? — Yes. 

8255.  The  Government  loan  is  repayable  by  half-yearly  instalments  under  the 
Lccal  Works  Loans  Act ;  but  as  regards  the  other  ? — AVe  will  pay  it  off. 

8256.  Is  there  any  Sinking  Fund  in  existence  ? — Only  in  regard  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  loan,  but  you  will  see  that  we  have  been  constantly  repaying  our  loans.  We  paid 
£200  iu  each  of  the  years  1897  and  1898,  £2,600  in  1899,  and  then  we  have  been 
paying  cff  the  larger  loan,  so  that  we  have  paid  altogether  a  total  of  £3,382  of  our 
loans  back. 

8257.  You  have  assets  sufficient  to  meet  your  loans? — Yes  ;  we  consider  that  we 
have  available  assets  in  the  Municipality  for  much  more  than  our  liabilities.  We  have 
land  which  we  value  at  £10,000  which  only  cost  the  Municipality  the  small  sum  of 
about  £500.  We,  therefore,  feel  that  our  creditors  have  good  security  for  their  loans, 
and  that  we  are  well  able  to  pay  our  interest. 

8258.  And  as  you  are  repaying  a  large  loan,  you  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  make 
any  special  provision  for  repaying  the  smaller  ones  ? — Certainly  not. 

8259.  You  are  also  due  to  pay  £9,500  to  Mr.  Stanford  in  connection  with  the 
Steenbras  scheme  ? — Yes. 

8260.  We  have  had  evidence  giving  the  whole  transaction  of  how  you  own  half  of 
that  farm  ;  that  has  been  told  to  us  by  the  Mayor  of  Mowbray,  but  he  6aid  that  we 
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should  find  from  the  Rondebosch  accounts  that  the  payments  of  the  two  Municipalities 
— Mowbray  and  Rondebosch — in  connection  with  the  Steenbras  purchase  would  he 
exactly  the  same,  as  you  are  each  paying  one  half :  was  that  the  arrangement? — As  I 
understand  it. 
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8261.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  Rondebosch  accounts  shew  expenditure  on  the  icth  May,  190‘J. 
one  side  of  £3,654  4s.  6d.,  and  on  the  other  side  receipts  of  £1,827  2s.  3d.  ? — That  may 

be  accounted  for  as  half  of  that  will  come  from  Mowbray.  We  paid  the  money  in  the 
first  place,  and  Mowbray  refunded  their  share  to  us. 

8262.  And  therefore  the  net  amount  is  £1,827  2s.  3d.  ? — Yes. 

8263.  But  Mowbray  only  shews  an  expenditure  on  that  head  of  £1,088  2s.  3d.  ; 
has  then  s 'me  other  Municipality  contributed? — Not  at  all.  The  arrangement  was 
that  it  wa<  to  be  a  joint  venture  between  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray,  each  Municipality 
to  pay  half. 

8264.  It  may  be  a  clerical  error  in  the  accounts  from  Mowbray  that  they  should 
shew  an  expenditure  of  £800  less  than  your  half  payment? — That  may  explain  the 
matter. 

8265.  I  presume  tliat  the  other  did  not  come  from  Claremont  ? — No. 

8266.  Claremont  has  not,  as  yet,  had,  financially,  anything  to  do  with  the  matter? 

— Not  as  yet, 

8267.  You  shew  in  your  statement  of  finances  on  the  31st  December,  that  you  had 
a  quantity  of  assets,  plant  valued  at  £270,  piano  £103  5s.  6d.,  municipal  furniture 
£464,  crockery  £10,  municipal  buildings  £13,991,  municipal  stables  £2,596,  livestock 
£660,  and  wash-houses  and  grounds,  £1,958.  Will  you  tell  us  exactly  how  you 
arrive  at  those  amounts  ?■ — -Those  are  actual  cost,  less,  in  some  instances,  a  reduction 
for  depreciation,  but  we  believe  that  they  are  the  value  of  the  things  named  at  the  time 
in  question.  It  is  just  as  if,  in  an  ordinary  business,  we  took  stock,  and,  although  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  our  figures  do  not  represent  the  value  by  a  long  way,  it  is  something 
after  the  style  of  having  a  regular  valuation. 

8268.  A  valuation  with  an  allowance  for  depreciation  ?— Yes.  We  have  written 
off  for  depreciation  wherever  we  thought  it  necessary. 

8269.  I  suppose  that  the  “  flagstaff  ”  and  the  “  scenery  ”  entered  at  £83  and 
£153,  respectively,  are  part  of  the  Town  Hall  equipment? — Yes;  the  Town  Hall  is 
paying  remarkably  well,  and  has  proved  an  exceedingly  good  venture  financially, 
besides  being  a  great  convenience  to  the  general  public. 

8270.  Would  the  items  “plant”  and  “livestock”  represent  actual  valuation? 

— Yes,  actual  valuation  at  that  date. 

8271 .  Wash-houses  and  ground  is  an  item  of  £1,958  :  is  that  the  estimated  value  ? 

— That  is  the  ground  to  which  I  referred  which  we  bought  at  a  low  price  some  years  ago. 

8272.  Then  you  do  not  consider  that  to  be  the  value  of  the  ground  at  the  present 
time  ? — Oh,  dear,  no. 

8273.  You  consider,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  wash-houses  and  ground  are  worth 
a  good  deal  more  than  £1,958  ? — We  estimate  the  ground  as  worth  £10,000  and  con¬ 
sider  that  that  is  a  low  valuation. 

8374.  The  statement  of  your  financial  position,  therefore,  although  correot  as 
being  on  the  safe  side,  does  not  really  bring  out  dearly  the  excess  of  assets  over 
liabilities  in  your  Municipality ;  that  one  item  of  wash-houses  and  ground  being  an 
example  of  what  I  mean  ? — That  is  so. 

8275.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Rondebosch  is  in  a  more  favourable  position  than  this 
statement  shews? — Yes,  we  are  quite  aware  of  that. 

8276.  These  things  become  of  importance  if  anj’thiug  is  to  be  done  in  the  way  of 
amalgamation.  You  will  perceive  that  in  such  a  case  the  actual  value  of  the  Council’s 
assets  becomes  of  importance,  and  you  have  not  reudered  yourself  justice  in  your 
statement  of  your  position  ? — We  have  not,  but  in  an  ordinary  business  it  is  sometimes 
unwise  to  write  up  one’s  property  too  highly,  because  in  a  year  or  two  there  may  be  a 
depreciation,  and  it  is  not  a  pleasurable  thing  to  have  to  write  it  down  again.  We 
have  kept  on  the  safe  side  in  making  out  our  statement,  but  we  can  give  the  Com¬ 
mission  the  present  value  of  all  our  assets  if  it  is  desired. 

8277.  Dr.  Grerjonj.~\  You  say  that  you  write  off  for  depreciation,  but  in  the  item 
of  £88  1 7s.  for  the  flagstaff,  is  not  that  the  actual  payment  ? — I  could  not  say  whether 
that  is  the  case  or  not,  but  in  any  event  the  flagstaff  is  of  such  recent  erection  that  it 
would  be  somewhat  early  to  write  off  anything  for  depreciation. 

8278.  But  are  not  all  these  Municipal  furniture  items,  such  as  the  piano,  set  down 
at  the  exact  amount  that  they  cost  you  ? — No.  If  you  take  the  case  of  the  piano,  I  may 
inform  you  that  all  the  earnings  on  the  piano  are  applied  to  the  reduction  of  its  cost. 

8279.  You  have  £2,596  down  for  Municipal  stables,  is  that  not  the  actual 
value  of  them  now  ? — I  should  say  that  that  is  an  under  estimate.  They  were  built 
about  four  years  ago,  and  as  you  know  the  value  of  buildings  is  much  higher  to-day. 
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8280.  But  then  you  have  written  them  down  because  you  appear  to  have  paid 
£2.605  for  them  ? — I  do  not  think  that  we  have  written  down  the  value  of  any 
buildings. 

8281.  At  any  rate  you  appear  to  have  expended  more  than  £2,596,  for  according 
to  our  abstract  there  is  an  expenditure  of  £2,605  14s.  6d.  on  these  stables,  or  is  it 
stables,  live  stock,  & c.  ? — I  think  it  must  include  something  of  that  sort.  VVe  certainly 
have  not  written  down  buildings,  because  it  would  be  unnecessary  and  imprudent  to 
write  down  the  value  of  a  good  asset. 

8282.  This  overdraft  of  £1,432  at  the  Standard  Bank  may  be  an  overdraft  on  the 
loau  account  and  not  on  the  general  account,  may  it  not? — No,  I  do  not  think  that  is 
the  case. 

8283.  How  much  of  your  loans  remains  unpaid  at  present? — £24,817  2s.  7d. 

8284.  Chairman.]  The  Government  loan  is  a  40  years’  loan,  is  it  not? — Yes. 

8285.  And  you  are  repaying  capital  at  the  same  time  as  interest? — Yes.  I  would 
like  to  mention  at  this  time  that  our  rates  have  only  been  l^d.  in  the  £  during  the 
last  4  years,  and  in  1897  they  were  l|d.  There  is  a  6d.  tenants’  rate.  In  this  way 
we  compare  favourably  with  the  adjoining  Municipalities. 

8286.  According  to  the  return  before  us,  your  valuation  has  gone  up  from 
£567,000  in  1897  to  £841,000  in  1901  and  £874,000  in  1902?— Yes  ;  from  that  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  valuation  of  property  in  the  Municipality  has  considerably 
increased ;  in  fact  it  is  nearly  double  what  it  was  at  the  time  that  that  return  begins. 

8287.  Would  that  be  arising  from  the  increases  in  the  number  of  the  buildings? — 
Yes,  and  also  from  the  general  increase  in  the  value  of  property. 

8288.  I  see  that  in  1898  you  had  780  houses  at  Rondeboscli  ? — Yes,  and  now  we 
have  1,000  and  more. 

8289.  Estates  have,  of  course,  been  sub-divided  ? — Yes  ;  farms  and  estates  in  the 
district  have  been  cut  up  and  sold  in  small  buildiug  plots,  which,  of  course,  bring  large 
additions  to  the  rates. 

8290.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Out  of  the  £18,000  loan  which  you  obtained,  you  redeemed 
certain  debentures  amounting  to  £2,600  ?- — Yes. 

8291.  What  debentures  were  those? — I  think  that  was  done  to  save  interest  on  a 
loan  which  we  had  previously  made. 

8292.  What  loan  was  that  ? — That  loan  was  raised  to  pay  off  a  former  loan. 

8293.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  loan  and  what  was  it  for  ?— It  was  a  loan  for 
the  construction  of  side  paths. 

8294.  Have  you  got  the  details  of  that  loan  and  when  it  was  raised  ? — I  have  full 
particulars  of  all  our  loans  to  date. 

8295.  But  your  loan  account  does  not  really  balance  ;  you  have  borrowed  £25,000 
and  still  owe  over  £24,000,  and  you  have  paid  off  over  £3,000.  That  does  not  balauce, 
because  £2,600  of  what  you  have  paid  off  was  to  pay  off  a  previous  loan  which  is  not 
included  in  the  loan  account  before  us  ? — I  have  not  gone  fully  into  the  accounts,  but 
it  is,  to  my  mind,  very  clear.  One  loan  was  raised  to  pay  off  another  loan  which  we 
had  at  a  higher  rate  of  interest. 

8296.  What  did  you  say  the  original  loau  of  £3,200  was  raised  for? — 
I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  think  that  I  was  in  the  Council  at  the  time  the  original 
loan  was  raised,  but,  from  what  I  am  informed  by  the  Town  Clerk,  it  was  a  loan  raised 
for  side  paths  and  guttering,  and  I  think  that  that  is  very  probable. 

8297.  Chairman .]  Then  it  will  be  included  in  the  Side  Paths  Construction  Account 
before  us  ? — The  original  loan  was,  I  believe,  for  £4,000,  which  was  reduced  by  yearly 
instalments  of  £200,  and  ultimately  it  was  merged  into  the  Government  loan  which 
was  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest. 

8298.  You  mean  the  amount  borrowed  from  the  Government  in  1899  ?— Yes  ; 
that  is  the  case. 

8299.  You  had  no  real  Sinking  Fund  in  connection  with  that  original  loau  of 
which  we  are  speaking? — No.  I  do  not  think  we  had  a  proper  Sinking  Fund  but  we 
had  a  very  practical  one,  for  we  paid  off  £200  every  year. 

8300.  The  next  matter  upon  which  we  want  information  is  that  of  water  and 
water  schemes.  At  the  present  moment  your  main  water  supply  comes  from  the 
Suburban  Water  Works  ? — Yes. 

8301.  And  those  works  are  managed  by  a  Committee  of  eight  members  ? — Yes. 

8302.  Two  of  those  members  are  representatives  of  your  Municipality,  I  presume? 
— Yes,  the  Mayor  and  a  Councillor. 

8303.  Is  it  your  arrangement  that  the  Mayor  for  the  time  being  shall  be  a  member 
of  the  Committee  ?— Yes,  we  have  a  resolution  to  that  effect. 

8304.  I  noticed  in  the  Gazette  the  other  day  a  new  set  of  regulations  published 
by  your  Committee  ? — You  mean  the  Water  Board  (Joint  Committee)  '? 
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8305.  Yes  ;  are  these  regulations  submitted  in  any  way  to  the  ratepayers  or  the 
consumers  of  water,  or  are  they  drawn  up  by  the  members  of  the  Committee  and  at 
once  published  ? — They  are  drawn  up  by  the  members  of  the  Committee. 

8306.  In  that  way  then  they  differ  from  ordinary  Municipal  regulations  which 
are  generally  submitted  to  the  ratepayers,  or,  at  all  events,  the  ratepayers  are  invited 
to  consider^  them  before  they  are  forwarded  to  the  Governor  for  his  consent  and 
sanction? — I  think  that  the  regulations  drawn  up  by  the  Joint  Committee  are  in 
accordance  with  the  Act,  and  I  presume  that  they  require  the  approval  of  the 
Government. 

8307.  You  believe  then  that  they  have  to  get  the  sanction  of  the  Government  ? — 
I  am  not  quite  clear  about  that,  but  it  is  my  belief. 

8308.  Were  these  regulations  forwarded  to  the  Town  Councils  of  Claremont, 
Rondebosch,  Mowbray  and  Woodstock  for  consideration  ? — No. 

8309.  They  were  simply  adopted  by  their  delegates  on  the  Joint  Committee? — 
Quite  so. 

8310.  Generally,  how  does  Rondebosch  come  out  in  the  matter  of  water  supply 
from  the  Suburban  Waterworks? — I  think  fairly  well;  there  is  very  little  complaint  to 
make.  Of  course  the  supply  is  insufficient,  and  at  one  time  building  operations  were 
stayed  in  the  Municipality  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  water.  There  are  also  certain 
portions  of  the  Municipality  which  are  now  urgently  requiring  water.  I  refer  to  the 
Mossop’s  Estate  and  the  Sandown  Road  Estate  and  other  portions  of  the  Municipality. 
These  estates  have  lately  been  sold  for  building  purposes,  and  they  require  a  water 
supply. 

8311.  Have  the  accounts  of  the  Joint  Committee  been  submitted  to  your  Town 
Council  ? — They  have. 

8312.  How  do  you  do  at  Rondebosch  in  the  matter  of  the  loan  from  the  Standard 
Bank  ;  have  you  entered  into  any  obligation  iu  respect  to  the  money  raised  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  ? — The  money  is  borrowed  from  the  Standard  Bank. 

8313.  Has  the  Town  Council  of  Rondebosch,  as  a  constituent  authority  of  the 
Committee,  given  any  obligation  to  the  Standard  Bank  ? — None. 

8314.  You  have  not  entered  into  an  agreement  to  be  responsible  for  the  sum  of 
£75,030  ? — I  am  a  new  member  of  the  Joint  Committee,  but  nothing  of  that  kind  has 
been  done  since  I  have  been  a  member. 

8315.  How  long  have  you  been  a  member  of  the  Committee  ? — About  six  weeks. 

8316.  How  does  the  Council  of  Rondebosch  regard  its  liability  iu  respect  of  the 
Suburban  Waterworks? — We  have  elected  our  representatives,  to  whom  we  entrust 
practically  the  management  of  that  matter.  We  believe  that  we  have  a  good  asset, 
and  we  appoint  our  representatives  to  manage  that  asset  as  far  as  they  can  satisfactorily 
to  the  community,  but  rather  more  as  a  source  of  profit  than  a  purely  Municipal  con¬ 
cern.  Not  purely  with  the  object  of  profit,  but  also  to  be  worked  satisfactorily  iu  the 
interests  of  the  community. 

8317.  Ho  you  regard  it  that  the  Town  Councils  interested —  Claremont,  Ronde¬ 
bosch,  Mo wbra}'  and  Woodstock — are  severally  and  collectively  lia ble  for  £75,000  or 
for  the  whole  £300,000  ? — We  are  jointly  and  severally  liable  for  the  whole  amount. 
We  regard  ourselves  as  partners  in  a  concern. 

8318.  That  means  also  that  the  Rondebosch  Town  Council  has  certain  assets 
within  the  Municipality  of  Claremont? — Yes,  the  assets  of  the  old  Water  Company. 
When  we  require  money  we  have  the  assets  of  the  Municipality  too,  and,  therefore,  it 
makes  the  financial  position  of  the  Joint  Committee  an  exceedingly  strong  one. 

8319.  I)o  you  know  the  revenue  derived  by  the  Committee  from  Rondebosch  ?-- 
I  have  not  got  those  figures. 

8320.  When  you  regard  your  borrowing  powers  as  the  Town  Council  of  Ronde¬ 
bosch,  limited  by  the  Act  of  1882  to  ten  times  the  amount  of  your  annual  revenue,  do 
you  include  water  revenue  as  another  Municipality  may? — We  look  upon  the  water 
property  as  a  separate  concern,  in  which  we  have  an  interest. 

8321.  But  another  Municipality,  in  calculating  its  borrowing  powers,  iu  terms  of 
the  clause  in  the  Act  which  declares  them  to  be  ten  times  its  annual  revenue,  may 
take  iu  its  water  revenue;  but  by  this  arrangement  you  cannot  do  that? — That  may  be 
a  very  happy  bint,  to  our  Municipality,  but  we  have  not  thought  of  it  in  that  way  yet. 

8322.  How  long  was  it  after  this  Joint  Committee  camo  into  existence  that  you 
began  to  look  further  afield  for  water  ? — We  were  looking  further  afield  long  before 
that.  The  want  of  water  was  very  keenly  felt  in  the  suburbs.  I  think  all  the  Muni¬ 
cipalities  and  ratepayers  were  on  the  qui  rive  as  to  where  they  could  get  more  water. 
It  was  felt  to  be  an  urgent  necessity. 

8323.  Then  you  are  not  satisfised  with  the  amount  which  you  now  get  ? — No, 
certainly  not.  At  the  present  time  the  Joint  Committee  have  to  refuse  supplies  to 
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applicants  because  they  have  not  sufficient  water  to  meet  the  requirements  of  existing 
consumers. 

8324.  But  independently  of  that,  the  Joint  Committee  still  supply  a  large  quantity 
of  water  to  the  Railway  Department  at  Salt  River? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

832b.  But  that  is  practically  t  >  the  prejudice  of  the  private  consumer?— I  believe 
that  contracts  were  entered  into  with  the  Railway  Dspartmeat  by  the  old  Suburb  m 
Waterworks  Company  and,  besides  that,  one  feels  that  the  working  of  the  Railway 
Department  is  so  much  in  the  public  interest  that  it  would  only  be  right  to  meet  the 
Railway  requirements  as  far  as  possible. 

8326.  When  did  the  Ro  idebosch  Town  Council  begin  to  think  about  the  purchase 
of  Mr.  Stanford’s  farm  ? —It  w  is  mentioned  tons  by  one  of  our  Councillors.  He  had 
beard  of  this  Steenbras  River  water  supply  and  considered  it  worthy  of  inspection 
by  the  Council. 

8327.  And  then  the  Council  made  an  inspection,  I  suppose? — Yes  ;  and  we  were 
so  far  satisfied  and  pleased  with  what  we  saw  that  we  con  sidered  it  worth  further 
inquiry  and  report. 

8328.  And  then  you  called  in  a  professional  man? — Yes,  in  the  first  instance 
we  had  a  surveyor,  and  then  we  engaged  the  services  of  Mr.  Stewart,  considering 
that  he  was,  in  our  judgment,  the  best  water  expert  we  could  get  at  the  time. 

8329.  Had  you  bought  the  farm  before  he  went  there? — Not  before  he  went 
there. 

8330.  His  report  on  the  whole  was  considered  very  favourable  ? — Yes. 

8331.  And  was  it  on  the  strength  of  his  report  that  you  bought  the  farm  ? — Yes. 

8332.  Has  anything  been  done  in  the  way  of  constructing  works  there  up  to  the 
present  ? — Nothing  at  all,  but  a  certain  amount  of  money  has  been  spent  for  gauges, 
etc.,  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  daily  flow  and  the  annual  flow. 

8333.  At  the  present  you  owe  a  good  deal  of  money  to  Mr.  Stanford  ? — Yes. 

8334.  Has  not  there  been  some  legal  difficulty  in  connection  with  the  matter  ? — 

Yes. 

8335.  Will  you  give  the  Commission  your  version  of  this  matter?  — I  would  rather 
suggest  that  the  Commission  take  the  evidence  of  Mr.  J.  A.  S.  Watson,  a  late 
member  of  the  Rondebosch  Council,  who  knows  more  about  this  matter.  He  is  willing 
to  give  evidence,  and  he  will  be  able  to  give  you  more  about  the  matter  than  I  can.  I 
may  say  that  certain  beacons  were  pointed  out  to  us,  and  we  understood  that  we  were 
purchasing  a  suitable  site  for  the  reservoir  as  well. 

8336.  Your  scheme,  then,  is  limited  to  the  Steenbras  River  bed,  and  you  do  not 
propose  to  incorporate  that  with  the  Palmiet  River? — No;  there  is  another  river 
adjoining  called  the  Kogel  Bay  stream,  which  flows  into  the  Steenbras  River  somewhere 
near  the  outfall.  I  think  that  the  scheme  would  include  with  the  Steenbras  River  the 
Kogel  Bay  stream. 

8337.  You  have  had  no  other  scheme  before  you  ? — Not  so  far  as  Rondebosch  is 
concerned.  Some  of  the  Councillors  inspected  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  stream,  but  that  is 
not  in  our  hands. 

8338.  At  the  present  time  you  are  (rj  ing  to  augment  the  supply'  in  the  suburbs  by 
the  construction  of  a  reservoir  on  the  Waterworks  property  ? — Yes. 

8339.  I  suppose  you  were  not  one  of  the  Committee  when  that  reservoir  was 
agreed  to  ? — No. 

8340.  So  that  you  are  not  prepared  to  say  much  about  that? — No ;  quite  so. 

8341.  Have  you  a  good  many  drinking  fountains  in  Rondebosch? — Only  one  that 
I  am  aware  of— that  given  to  the  Council  by  the  late  Mr.  Moodie. 

8342.  Does  the  Joint  Committee  supply  that  fountain  with  water  gratis  ? — No, 
the  Municipality  pay  £2  15s.  per  year  for  the  water. 

8343.  Is  that,  the onlv  source  of  water  that  the  poorer  people  of  Rondebosch  have? 
—No. 

8344.  Are  there  other  stand  pipes  where  the  poorer  people,  who  cannot  afford  to 
pay  til©  water  rate,  can  obtain  water  ? — We  have  one  stand  pipe  where  the  poor  people 
can  get  water  freely. 

8345.  It  is  conveniently  situated  for  them  ? — Yes,  it  is  in  a  locality  convenient,  in 
the  Albion  Road. 

8346.  Does  the  Municipality  pay  for  that  water  supply  also  ? — Yes. 

8347.  In  accordance  with  the  quantity  used  ? — Yes,  by  meter. 

8348.  Is  there  any  complaiut  in  Rondebosch  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water  ?—  I 
think  that  the  ratepayers  of  Rondebosch  are  very  well  satisfied  with  the  quality  of 
water.  I  have  never  heard  airy  complaints  on  that  head. 

8349.  Are  they  better  satisfied  now  with  their  treatment  by  the  Joint  Committee 
than  they  were  in  the  days  of  the  old  Water  Company  ? — I  do  not  know. 
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8350.  Whose  administration  is  the  better  so  far  as  Rondebosch  is  concerned  ? — I  £ ^j^Ear 

thick  that  the  Joint  Committee  is  managing  very  well  now.  I  do  not  hear  any  com-  jo  n  Andreas 
plaints  about  the  management.  I  do  not  think,  as  far  as  the  administration  is  con-  aria 
cerned,  that  the  people  care  very  much  about  who  are  man  iging  the  water  supply  1  ■  A 
What  the  people  want  is  water,  and  if  you  give  water  to  them  they  a:e  quite  satisfied  i6th  May,  1902. 
Those  who  get  their  full  supply  of  water  under  the  Joint  Committee  are  quite  as  satis¬ 
fied  as  those  who  got  their  full  supply  under  the  old  Water  Company.  J  might  add 

that,  lately,  comparatively  recently,  the  Water  Board  have  beguu  to  grant  all  applica¬ 
tions  for  water  made  to  them  from  places  within  the  Municipalities.  Whilst  the  drought 
was  still  with  us  the  Committee  had  to  refuse  a  good  many  applications  for  water, 

-  because  of  inability  to  supply  existing  customers,  but  we  are  now  granting  all  applica¬ 
tions  inside  tiie  Municipalities. 

8351.  The  Liesbeek  River  runs  through  Rondebosch  ? — Yes. 

8352.  I  believe  it  is  a  fact  thatirom  the  Albion  Spring  a  large  quantity  of  water 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  go  down  the  Liesbeek  River  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  it  clean  ? 

— Yes,  I  think  that  is  so. 

8353.  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  Municipality  to  see  that  that  is  done? — I  think  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Municipality  to  look  after  the  condition  of  the  river  which  passes 
through  its  borders,  but  with  regard  to  riparian  rights  of  certaiu  owners  on  the  Liesbeek 
River,  that  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Municipal  duty. 

8354.  You  do  not  regard  it  as  of  Municipal  interest  to  see  that  that  500,000 
gallons  of  water  per  day  is  put  into  the  river  ? — I  was  not  aware  of  the  amount  that 
was  to  be  put  into  the  river. 

8355.  Was  there  not  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  with  reference  to  that? — 

Yes.  It  appears  that,  hitherto,  the  Municipality  have  not  considered  it  their  special 
duty  to  see  that  riparian  owners  got  the  quantity  of  water  to  which  they  are  entitled, 
and  the  lawsuit  to  which  you  have  referred  was  a  case  of  that  kind. 

8356.  Then  the  Council  do  not  regard  it  as  part  of  their  duty  to  see  that  the 
water  does  come  down  ? — I  do  not  thiuk  that  they  have  done  so. 

8357.  Then  do  you  not  regard  it  as  part  of  your  duty  to  see  to  the  condition  of 
the  Liesbeek  Stream  ? — That  is  certainly  part  of  our  duty.  It  was  recently  inspected 
by  one  of  the  Government  Health  Officers. 

8358.  You  will  admit,  therefore,  that  it  may  be  within  the  range  of  your  duty  to 
see  that  the  water  does  come  down  ? — It  may  be,  but,  hitherto,  it  has  not  been  done. 

8359.  You  would  not  be  prepared  to  say  that  the  Joint  Committee  have 
appropriated  a  good  deal  of  that  500,*  00  gallons  of  water  per  day  and  dis  ribu'od  it, 
instead  of  allowing  it  to  go  down  the  river? — I  am  prepared  to  say  that  I  have  no 
evidence,  nor  experience  upon  the  point. 

8360.  Dr.  Gre<jory.~\  You  say  that  you  elected  two  representatives  from  the  Council 
to  the  Joint  Committee ;  they  can  be  elected  from  the  ordinary  ratepayers  can  they 
not  ? — Quite  so. 

8361.  But  the  nomination  must  le  made  by  the  Council? — That  has  been  the 
cu-stom.  I  have  not  the  Act  before  me,  and  so  I  cannot  say  whether  it  is  necessary. 

8362.  There  are  certain  things  to  be  done  by  the  Committee — delegated  to  the 
Committee  by  the  Councils — have  they,  so  far  as  your  Council  is  concerned,  ever 
been  properly  delegated  to  them  by  a  resolution  of  the  Council  ? — No  further  than 
through  the  election  of  representatives  of  the  Council  to  the  Board.  I  take  it  that  the 
Council  considered  that  when  they  had  elected  their  representatives  they  had  done 
what  was  necessary  to  bring  them  within  the  Act. 

8363.  The  Act  distinctly  states  that  there  are  certain  functions  which  the  Committee 
may  carry  out  on  such  being  delegated  to  the  Committee  by  the  Councils  concerned. 

Apparently  no  proper  delegation  appears  to  have  been  made? —Nothing  further  than 
the  election,  as  far  as  I  am  aware. 

8364.  So  that  iu  a  measure,  the  Committee  are  acting  somewhat  irregularly  ? — 

In  this  case  if  the  Council  believe  that  the  Committee  have  these  powers  already  it  is 
unnecessary  to  delegate  any  other  matter  to  them. 

8365.  But  as  the  Act  states  that  these  powers  are  to  be  delegated,  it  seems  only 
light  and  proper  that  the  Councils  should  officially  delegate  them? — It  seems  to  be 
really  a  legal  matter.  I  think  that  both  the  Councils  and  the  Committee  cousider  that 
they  are  acting  legally  and  representing  the  Councils. 

8366.  But  there  are  things  which  the  Committee  can  only  do  by  the  official 
delegation  of  the  Council  themselves;  such  as  the  augmentation  of  water  supply:  now 
they  are  augmenting  their  water  supply,  or  taking  steps  to  do  it  by  constructing  a  new 
reservoir  ?  —  Yes. 

8367.  Was  that  matter  brought  forward  by  your  Council  and  decided  by  your 
Council  ? — That  I  cannot  answer  because  I  was  in  England  last  year,  and  consequently 
know  nothing  about  it. 

[G.  21— 19u2.] 
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8368.  Which  members  of  your  Council  represent  Rondeboseh  on  the  Committee  P 
— Previously  the  late  Mayor,  Mr.  Jenkinson,  with  Mr.  Watson,  represented  Ronde- 
bosch.  The  present  representatives  are  myself,  as  the  Mayor,  and  Mr.  Andrews. 

8369.  Cannot  the  Town  Clerk  say  whether  any  definite  resolution  was  passed  to 
augment  the  supply  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  done  ? — A  resolution  was 
passed  authorising  the  Committee  to  take  up  the  loan. 

8370.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  loan  of  £70,000  for  the  reservoir? — That  was 
portion  of  the  loan ;  the  inference  is  that,  in  agreeing  to  the  loan  for  buying  out  the 
Water  Company,  it  must  be  applied  fora  definite  purpose.  To  that  extent  the  Council 
agreed  to  the  expenditure. 

8371.  That  was  the  original  loan  of  £300,000  for  the  purchase  of  the  Water  ^ 
Company’s  rights  and  everything  ? — It  does  not,  from  what  the  Town  Clerk  tells  me, 
appear  that  there  was  any  special  authorisation  by  the  Rondebosoh  Council  empowering 

the  Committee  to  augment  their  supply,  but  I  take  it  they  would  consider  it  fairly 
within  their  ordinary  duties  if  they  wanted  the  concern  to  be  a  successful  one. 

8372.  As  I  said  the  Act  is  very  definite.  It  says  that  the  Council  shall,  when  it 
becomes  necessary  or  expedient,  have  the  full  power  and  authority,  acting  jointlg,  to 
take  all  necessary  steps  to  augment  the  supply,  from  which  ic  appears  that  each 
Council  must  pass  a  resolution  on  the  subject  before  the  Committee  can  be  empowered 
to  undertake  any  augmentation  of  supply  ? — The  Council  think  that  they  have 
representatives  to  whom  they  have  delegated  their  powers.  I  understand  that  your 
position  is  that,  for  anything  outside  the  water  business,  the  Committee  must  con¬ 
tinually  come  before  the  Councils. 

8373.  In  large  matters  such  as  augmenting  the  supply. — Yes,  I  understand  : 
whenever  money  is  required  beyond  the  present  capital  invested  in  the  Company. 

8374.  You  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  ordinary  ratepayer  may  be  a 
representative  on  the  Board  ? — But  that  ratepayer,  I  take  it,  would  be  elected  by  the 
Council,  and  not  by  the  ratepayers,  so  that,  in  any  ease,  it  is  a  delegated  authority. 

8375.  Still  he  would  not  be  attending  the  Council  meetings  like  a  Councillor,  and 
it  might  be  that  the  Council  might  lose  ail  touch  with  the  Committee,  and  therefore  is 
it  not  necessary  that  the  Council  should  safeguard  its  rights  ? — Copies  of  the  minutes 
of  the  Committeo  are  regularly  supplied  to  the  various  Councils.  They  have  them 
before  them  at  the  meetings.  Perhaps  I  might  say  that  they  are  not  always  read,  but 
they  are  supplied  and  the  Councils  can  see  them.  It  seems  reasonable,  and  very 
desirable,  in  large  matters  involving  considerable  expenditure,  that  the  authority  of  the 
various  Councils  should  be  first  obtained  to  the  expenditure.  The  Committee  is, 
generally  speaking,  delegated  to  manage  that  business  and  must  be  given  sufficient 
powers. 

8376.  Would  you,  as  a  Council,  be  satisfied  if  Woodstock  were  to  withdraw  from 
this  amalgamation  of  Councils  for  water  purposes  if  they  wished  it  ? — I  do  not  think 
that  there  would  be  any  very  serious  objection  to  that.  I  think  we  would  be  perfectly 
satisfied. 

8377.  In  undertaking  the  Steenbras  River  scheme,  was  it  the  intention  of  the 
Council  that  it  should  be  amalgamated  with  the  Committees  working,  or  that  it  should 
be  a  separate  undertaking  ? — The  view  which  our  Council  took,  and  which  I  advocated 
very  strongly,  was  that  directly  the  Committee  was  formed  the  business  of  obtaining 
any  increased  water  supply  would  be  a  matter  for  the  Committee  rather  than  the  various 
Councils,  because,  we  took  it,  that  the  various  Councils  would  have  their  representatives 
on  the  Committee,  that  it  would  be  their  special  business  to  look  after  these  matters, 
and  that  it  would  be  absurd  for  any  one  Couucil  to  have  a  separate  water  supply.  The 
idea  was  that,  as  soon  as  the  Committee  was  formed,  water  supply  would  be  their 
business. 

8378.  Why,  under  those  circumstances,  have  Rondeboseh  and  Mowbray  gone  into 
this  Steenbras  River  scheme  ? — They  went  into  it  before  the  Committee  was  formed, 
or,  at  any  rate,  about  that  time. 

8379.  Have  no  steps  been  taken  to  hand  over  that  scheme  to  the  Committee? — 

The  Councils  have  expressed  to  the  Committee  their  willingness  to  hand  it  over  at  cost 
price,  considering  that  they  are  the  proper  authority  to  deal  with  water  for  the  com¬ 
bined  Municipalities. 

8380.  Has  the  Council  any  opinion,  which  you  would  feel  yourself  justified  in 
expressing,  upon  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  sch  erne  and  its  bearing  on  the  water  supply  ? — 

I  have  not  heard  any  opinion  expressed  by  the  Council  as  a  Council.  I,  myself,  have 
visited  the  Oliphant’s  Hock  source,  and  was  very  pleased  at  what  I  saw.  There  may 
be  legal  matters  in  connection  with  riparian  rights,  but  otherwise  it  seems  to  me  an 
abundant  source  of  pure  water,  provided  that  they  could  get  it  at  Woodstock.  I 
cannot  give  you  the  views  of  the  Rondeboseh  Council  on  the  matter. 
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8381.  What  are  your  personal  views,  Mr.  Earp,  in  regard  to  this  scheme  and  the 
Committee — their  relations  to  one  another? — It  is  a  matter  in  which  we  must  he  very  much 
guided  by  practical  men — men  who  have  experience  on  water  questions.  I  should  like 
to  see  both  schemes  given  to  the  Committee  if  one  is  insufficient.  The  Committee  are 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  they  might  be  entrusted  to  use  these  supplies  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  Municipalities  generally,  and  not  to  look  upon  it  in  a  narrow 
light,  as,  for  instance,  “  This  is  for  A  and  that  for  B,”  and  so  on.  The  whole  of  the 
water  from  both  sources  of  supply  should  be  used  by  some  competent  body  for  the 
interests  of  the  whole  community. 

8382.  But  supposing  that  neither  Oliphant’s  Hoek  nor  Steenbras  River  scheme 
are  sufficient  by  themselves,  would  it  not  be  better  then  to  get  some  larger  scheme 
than  the  two  separate  schemes  ? — I  think  that  goes  without  saying.  An  abundant 
supply  is  required  at  the  least  possible  cost  and  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

8383.  In  the  event  of  that  being  done,  what  would  happen  to  the  Steenbras 
scheme  and  to  your  money  invested  in  it  ? — I  think  that  the  advantages  to  the  rate¬ 
payers  of  the  greater  scheme  would  be  so  abundant  that  they  would  not  consider  for  a 
moment  the  loss  of  a  mere  £10,000,  if  it  be  a  loss ;  but  in  any  case  it  would  not  be  a 
loss,  because  the  farm  has  a  certain  value. 

8384.  Would  that  be  the  other  Councils’  opinion? — Yes,  they  would  think 
nothing  about  it. 

8385.  They  would  not  expect  the  Committee  or  whatever  authority  had  charge  of 
the  enlarged  scheme  to  take  over  the  debt  ? — No.  Clearly  they  ought  to  do  it  because  it 
was  obtained  in  the  interests  of  the  community,  and  the  Committee  have  accepted  that 
position,  and  they  are  willing  to  take  over  the  Steenbras  scheme.  It  is  not  quite 
decided,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Committee  will  be  glad  of  the  Steenbras  River 
supply. 

8386.  That  brings  us  round  to  the  other  poiut  of  Woodstock  being  one  of  the 
authorities  on  the  Committee,  and  that  the  Committee  cannot  legally  take  over  the  Steen¬ 
bras  scheme  without  the  joint  consent  of  all  the  four  Councils,  including  Woodstock  ? — 
If  one  of  the  partners  blocks  the  way  to  the  prejudice  of  the  community  at  large,  then 
measures  must  he  taken  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  put  things  right.  We  cannot  go 
and  do  illegal  things,  and  the  next  course  to  be  adopted  iu  such  a  case  would  be  no 
approach  Parliament  who  would  see  the  position  and  aid  the  people  iu  obtaining  at 
abundant  source  of  supply.  To  my  mind  an  expenditure  ox  £10,000  or  even  £20,000 
being  lost  must  not  be  considered  for  one  moment  if  far  greater  advantages  to  the  people 
can  be  obtained  by  a  larger  scheme. 

8387.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  origination  of  the  Steenbras 
scheme  ? — Fairly  so.  1  remember  the  matter  being  mentioned  by  one  of  the  Councillors 
at  Rondebosch,  and  he,  in  conjunction  with  a  Councillor  of  the  Mowbray  Municipality, 
visited  the  site.  On  their  recommendation  other  steps  followed  which  I  have  already 
recounted. 

8388.  You  are  aware  that  in  securing  the  farm  you  did  not  secure  the  whole  area 
neoessary  to  carry  out  the  scheme  ? — Those  are  points  I  would  rather  Mr.  Watson  gave 
evidence  about.  In  our  judgment  we  thought  we  had  got  all  that  was  essential. 

8389.  You,  personally,  cannot  throw  any  light  upon  the  negotiations  ? — 

I  think  Mr,  Watson  would  give  you  fuller  information.  We  were  pointed  out 
the  spot  and  were  informed  that  the  other  land  was  Crown  land  which  we  could 
obtain  from  the  Government.  It  was  afterwards  found  that  what  we  thought  was 
Crown  land  belonged  to  private  owners,  and  now  the  position  is  somewhat  uncertain. 

8390.  The  matter  is  before  the  Privy  Council,  is  it  not? — Yes. 

8391.  Is  your  Municipality  represented  at  these  proceedings  before  the  Privy 
Council? — The  Government  have  taken  up  the  case. 

8392.  But  what  steps  have  your  Council  taken  to  86e  that  your  case  is  properly 
represented? — I  fancy  that  the  Solicitors  are  acting  jointly  for  the  Municipality  and 
the  Government,  but  Mr.  Watson  would  be  able  to  give  you  more  correctly  the  full 
details. 

8393.  Mr.  Gurney .]  I  have  a  question,  not  directly  arising  out  of  water  questions, 
but  concerning  large  public  works  generally.  I  would  like  to  put  it  to  you.  We  had 
a  witness  before  us,  a  Government  engineer,  who  expressed  the  opiuion  that  it  was  most 
desirable  that  there  should  be  some  higher  power  to  intervene  when  any  Municipality,  or 
public  body  of  that  description,  went  into  a  big  work,  and  see  that  the  safety  of  the 
public  was  assured.  He  instanced  the  case  of  the  new  reservoir  which  your  Water 
Board  is  building  at  Newlands,  and  held  that  there  should  be  some  higher  power  to 
step  in  and  see  that  the  work  undertaken  was  such  as  properly  protected  the  public 
safety? — That  is  a  question  to  which  I  have  not  given  much  thought.  Inordinary 
Municipal  work  the  Town  Couucil  is  the  higher  power  which  proteots  the  public  with 
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regard  to  buildings,  but  I  take  it  that  if  Municipalities  were  doing  that  which  would 
be  detrimental  to  the  public  the  Government  is  a  still  higher  power. 

s  t)  t.  This  evideuce  went  to  show  that  the  Government  had  no  such  power? — I 
t hit;  iv  that  the  Supreme  G  vernmeut  should  protect  the  public  interest,  if  the  action  of 
ctuy  Council  threatened  it. 

8395.  They  shou  d  have  the  power  to  step  in  ? — Yes,  and  if  the  Municipality 
wanted  to  do  some  foolish  thing  Government  should  have  the  right  to  prevent  it. 

8396.  Then  you  think  that  if  in  order  to  work  economically  a  Council  were 
running  a  risk  the  Government  should  have  the  power  to  step  in  and  say  that  the 
publio  must  be  protected,  even  if  the  cost  was  larger  ? — I  agree  that  they  should  have 
such  power  in  large  matters. 

8397.  Chair, van.']  With  regard  to  the  relationship  of  your  Council  with  the  Joint 
Committee.  You  know  that  in  accordance  with  the  Act  the  Municipalities  jointly  can 
raise  £500,000  ? — The  Joint  Committee  can. 

8398.  And  you  have  delegated  your  powers  to  the  Joint  Committee.  Do  you 
know  if  the  Councils  jointly  and  severally  authorised  the  Joint  Committee  to  raise  the 
loan  of  £300,000  ? — The  Mayor  of  Rondebosch,  with  the  other  Mayors  of  the  various 
Cou  oils,  was  authorised  to  sigu  the  document  which  was  to  have  that  effect.  Authority 
was  given  by  the  Municipalities  to  the  Joint  Committee  to  borrow  that  money. 

8399.  They  spent  £220,000  out  of  that  £300,000  in  purchasing  the  property  of 
the  old  Company,  and  you  consider  that  the  one  resolution  authorising  the  Committee 
to  borrow  this  £300,000  covers  all  the  powers  necessary  to  build  this  new  reservoir  ? — 
That  appears  to  be  the  only  resolution  passed  upon  the  matter. 

8400.  Then  your  borrowing  powers  as  a  Municipality  would  be  limited  by  your 
obl.'g  Pious  under  these  arrangements  ? — Yes.  If  that  is  so  we  must  consider  that  one- 
fourth  of  the  revenue  of  the  Committee  is  part  of  our  revenue. 

8401.  You  stated  clearly  to  us  that  it  was  the  view  of  Rondebosch  to  work  the 
Steenbras  scheme  through  the  Joint  Committee  P — Decidedly. 

8402  You  do  not  desire  to  part  company  with  the  Joint  Committee  ? — No. 

8403.  In  that  respect  you  differ  very  prominently  from  the  Woodstock  people. 
They  do  not  intend, and  never  did  intend,  to  work  their  scheme  through  the  Committee  ? 
—  There  must  be  a  d  ifference  in  that  respect.  My  opinion  is  that  such  an  important 
matter  as  water  supply  should  be  used  for  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  suburbs. 

8404  Do  you  consider  that  you  could  not  legally  break  away  from  your  engage¬ 
ments  with  the  Joint  Committee  ? — We  look  upon  ourselves  as  partners  in  a  business 
concern. 

8405.  And,  even  if  you  went  so  far  as  to  have  an  independent  water  supply,  you 
v  oul  l  look  upon  your  obligation  to  the  Joint  Committee  as  remaining  ? — It  must  remain. 
I  do  not  consider  that  we  could  withdraw  from  the  partnership  as  now  existing. 

8406.  The  next  point  we  would  like  evidence  upon  is  the  subject  of  drainage  and 
sanitary  systems.  I  presume  that  you  have  not  done  very  much  in  the  way  of  drainage 
works  at  Rondebosch  ? — Practically  nothing,  but  we  are  most  desirous  that  something 
should  be  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

84^7.  You  carry  out  sanitation  by  means  of  a  collecting  system  ? — Yes. 

84<  8.  Do  you  work  it  with  your  own  employes? — Yes,  departmentally.  It  is  more 
economical  and  satisfactory. 

8409.  How  does  it  come  out? — I  think  fairly  well.  We  have  supplied  you  with 
the  statement  of  the  cost  and  the  result  of  the  five  years’  working. 

84 1 0.  I  see  that  you  have  a  loss  of  £800  or  £900.  The  five'years’  removals  cost 
£4,700  and  the  receipts  during  that  period  were  £3,931.? — I  believe  that  is  the  case. 

8411.  You  make  up  that  lo  s  out  of  the  general  revenue? — Yes,  we  consider  it  to 
be  a  very  fair  charge  upon  the  general  rates. 

8  it2.  Do  you  make  the  removals  once  a  week  or  once  a  fortnight  ? — As  often  as 
is  necessary.  The  removals  are  compulsory  once  a  week.  In  some  cases  the  removals 
take  place  twice  and  three  times  in  a  week.  I  may  mention  that  the  O’Brien  system, 
a  kind  of  dry  earth  closet  system,  is  very  much  used  with  us. 

8413.  And  the  people  who  use  that  system  do  the  work  at  their  own  cost  ? — Yes ; 
it  is  a  gi eat- improvement  on  the  old  system. 

8414.  Is  there  a  good  deal  of  that  done  ? — Yes. 

8415.  What  are  your  charges  for  removals  ? — The  charges  are  3d.,  6d.  and  9d., 
according  to  the  value  of  the  house. 

8416.  You  have  a  depositing  ground? — Yes. 

8417.  Where? — Just  outside  the  Municipality  ;  a  farm  which  we  rent  for  the 
purpose.  AVe  pay  £24  a  year,  or  something  like  that. 

a4l8.  Have  you  a  slop  water  removal  system  ? — Yes,  we  have  that  also. 

8419.  Is  that  worked  in  the  same  way  ?— -Yes,  there  is  a  daily  removal  by  cart. 
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8420.  The  figures  under  that  head  are  included  under  the  h  ead  of  “  Sanitary 
Removals,”  I  presume  ? — Yes,  there  is  no  special  charge  for  removal  of  slop  water. 

8421.  Then  the  total  loss  on  tfiat  account  for  all  sanitary  matters  is  not  more 
than  £800  or  £900  in  the  course  of  the  year  ? — No. 

8422.  Have  you  any  scheme  for  the  draining  or  sewering  of  Rondebosch  ? — 
Only  in  connection  with  the  scheme  by  which  Claremont,  Rondebosch,  Mowbray  and 
Woodstock  are  to  be  drained.  They  are  preparing,  I  understand,  a  plan  for  a  main 
drain  from  Claremont  for  the  outfall  near  Woodstock. 

8423.  How  far  have  you  got,  so  far  as  Rondebosch  is  concerned  ?  Have  plans 
been  submitted  to  you  ? — No  ;  we  have  just  given  our  general  consent  that  we  are 
willing  to  join  in  some  system  of  drainage  which  is  recommended  as  a  satisfactory  one. 

8424.  Has  your  Municipality  been  surveyed  with  special  reference  to  that  ? — No, 
but  it  requires  doing,  certainly,  and  proper  levels  taken. 

8425.  Have  you  an  engineer  of  your  own  ? — No ;  we  have  an  inspector,  but  no 
one  competent  to  undertake  work  such  as  that. 

8426.  What  proposal  has  been  submitted  for  engineering  the  scheme  ? — We  have 
had  consultations  from  time  to  time  with  the  representatives  of  Claremont,  M.owbray 
and  Woodstock,  but  nothing  definite  has  been  decided  upon  except  generally  that  we 
would  unite  in  bearing  a  fair  pro  rata  cost  of  ' the  drain  and  outfall.  We  have  had 
really  no  plans  or  surveys  made  or  levels  taken. 

84 37.  You  do  not  know  over  what  route  this  main  drain  would  be  put  down‘d — 
Not  at  all. 

8428.  You  are  aware,  I  presume,  that  there  may  be  some  difficulties  about  dis¬ 
charging  sewage  into  the  sea  ? — Yes.  To  my  mind  this  is  a  matter  upon  which  the 
Municipalities  ought  to  be  very  clear. 

8429.  Then  you  would  be  in  favour  of  doing  nothing  until  the  matter  had  been 
very  thoroughly  gone  into? — We  ought  to  get  the  best  possible  evidence  in  a  matter  of 
that  kind. 

8430.  If  it  is  found  advisable  to  have  some  modern  system  for  the  disposal  of  the 
sewage  of  the  suburbs,  would  you  as  a  Town  Council  join  in  an  arrangement  of  that 
kind? — Anything  that  would  work  satisfactorily  we  woidd  join.  We  have  one  or  two 
septic  tanks  at  work  in  the  town  ;  I  believe  at  the  Diocesan  College  and  Mr.  Molteno’s 
house,  aud  I  also  understand  th  at  they  are  going  to  adopt  it  at  the  new  Marsh’s  Home 
for  .Boys. 

8431.  Have  you  seen  any  tank  at  work  ? — I  have  not,  but  I  am  told  that  it  is  no 
nuisance,  and,  in  a  small  way,  works  very  satisfactorily.  Whether  it  would  answer  for 
a  large  population  is  another  matter. 

8432.  Are  you  aware  that  it  has  answered  for  large  populations  ? — I  have  heard  so. 

8433.  And  the  thing  would  be,  in  sanctioning  any  scheme  for  drainage,  to  see  how 
far  that  could  be  worked  into  the  scheme  ? — Yes. 

8434.  Your  Municipality  will  be  prepared  to  look  into  that  ? — Undoubtedly. 

8435.  You  would  be  prepared  to  co-operate  with  your  neighbours  in  that  way  too  ? 
— Undoubtedly. 

8436.  No  plan  or  estimate  of  cost  for  drainage  has  been  submitted  to  you  ? — I 
believe  that  we  have  really  uothing  before  us  at  present. 

8437.  Have  you  satisfactory  arrangements  for  carrying  off  stormwater? — We 
have  the  river.  We  are  now,  and  have  been,  putting  down  kerbing  and  guttering 
wherever  we  can  do  so. 

8438.  Is  there  any  rush  of  water  frum  the  side  of  the  mountain  which  damages 
the  town  at  all  during  storms  ? — There  have  been  some  instances  on  the  mountain  side 
of  the  Main  Road  in  which  we  have  had  rushes  of  water  that  have  done  damage  to  the 
roads,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  have  done  much  damage  to  property.  There  is 
room  for  improvement,  I  will  admit,  in  our  provision  for  storm  water.  The  Council 
have  under  consideration  the  desirability  of  more  kerbing  aud  guttering.  We  find  that 
it  tends  to  the  cleanliness  and  better  health  of  the  people.  We  have  recently  been  co¬ 
operating  with  the  Divisional  Council  in  such  work  on  the  Camp  Ground  Road,  and  an 
immense  improvement  has  been  brought  about. 

8439.  There  is  no  large  work  for  protecting  the  town  from  storm  water  ? — There 
is  none  so  far  as  my  experience  goes. 

8440.  Most  of  your  drainage  at  Rondebosch  would  be  carried  off  by  the  Liesbeek 
River  ? — Yes. 

8441.  Dr  Gregory^]  You  state  in  your  abstract  returns  that  your  expenditure  on 
nightsoil  removals  for  last  year  was  £1,071  4s.  3d.,  and  your  receipts  under  the  same 
head  were  £1,105  2s.  ?—  Yes. 

8442.  What  does  the  expenditure  consist  of  ? — The  nightsoil  removal,  the  actual 
cost  of  wages,  cost  of  water  for  cleansing,  fyc. 
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8443.  What  are  those  receipts  of  £1,105  2s.  made  up  of  ? — The  charges  we  make 
doing  the  work. 

8444.  So  that  you  are  making  a  little  profit  over  the  work  ? — Very  little. 

8445.  Then,  again,  in  your  abstract  you  state  that  your  expenditure  on  sanitary 
16th  May,  1902.  systems  and  nightsoil  is  £870  16s.  5d.  ? — Yes. 

8446.  I  see  that  the  items  for  “refuse”  and  “collecting  kitchen  water  ”  agree 
with  the  abstract,  but  I  cannot  find  anything  for  “  nightsoil  ”  ? — I  cannot  give  you 
any  information  upon  that  point.  It  appears  to  be  lumped  under  the  heading  of 
“Departmental  Works.”  It  is  possible  that,  in  the  abstract,  the  account  has  been 
omilted.  I  know,  generally  speaking,  that  we  have  found  that  the  receipts  from  that 
source  just  about  equal  the  expenditure. 

8447.  I  think  that  £870  must  be  incorrect  somewhere  ? — Yes,  it  may  be,  and  our 
Secretary  will  furnish  the  proper  figures. 

8448.  With  regard  to  your  proposed  drainage  scheme,  practically  nothing  has  been 
done  beyond  just  agreeing  to  join  in  the  combined  scheme  ? — That  is  really  it. 

8449.  But  in  the  evidence  given  by  Claremont  and  Mowbray,  we  have  been  told 
that  the  whole  thing  is  fairly  cut  and  dried? — We  have  agreed  to  co-operate,  but  we 
have  had  no  estimate  of  expenditure  before  us. 

8450.  No  estimate  or  plans  have  been  submitted? — No. 

8451.  A  certain  amount  of  expenditure  has  been  incurred  in  getting  the  engineer’s 
report  upon  the  matter.  How  does  the  Council  stand  in  the  matter? — We  are  liable 
for  that,  and  have  paid,  or  are  going  to  pay. 

8452.  How  much  does  it  amount  to  ? — I  think  about  £50. 

8453.  Is  that  all  ? — That  is  all. 

8454.  In  carrying  out  this  scheme,  has  your  Council  thought  about  the  matter  in 
regard  to  its  future  administration  ?  What  is  the  proposal  in  regard  to  that  ? — The 
administration  would  be  as  provided  by  law.  We  should  have  to  arrange  for  the  drains 
running  into  the  main  drains  in  our  Municipality  to  be  under  our  control. 

8455.  But  in  regard  to  the  main  drains  running  through  the  different  areas  and 
finishing  up  at  Woodstock,  or  on  Government  ground  just  beyond  Woodstock,  what 
would  you  propose  should  be  provided  for  its  administration  ? — I  should  say  something 
like  the  Joint  Committee — a  Board  constituted  from  the  various  Municipalities  affected. 

8456.  Have  you  delegated  any  of  the  members  of  your  Council  to  discuss  this 
matter  with  the  members  of  the  other  Councils  ? — We  have  had  a  Committee,  but  this 
matter  took  place  whilst  I  was  in  England.  I  understand  that  members  of  our  Council 
have  met  members  of  other  Councils  to  discuss  this  drainage  matter. 

8457.  But  you  have  not  appointed  delegates  to  anything  in  the  shape  of  a 
Board  ? — The  position  is  very  different  to  that  of  the  Joint  Committee,  because  one  is 
legalised  and  the  other  is  not. 

8458.  I  have  raised  this  matter  because  the  idea  in  the  minds  of  the  other  Munici¬ 
palities  is  that  you  should  contribute  something  to  the  main  pipe  line,  and  for  that  you 
would  be  able  to  discharge  your  sewage  into  it,  and,  beyond  your  boundary,  you  would 
not  trouble  any  more  about  the  matter  ? — I  believe  that  was  so. 

8459.  In  which  case  there  would  be  no  common  Board? — We  take  it,  generally, 
that  the  scheme  would  be  in  the  joint  interests  of  all  the  Councils,  and  the  rest  would 
be  a  matter  of  equitable  arrangement  and  management,  provided  it  was  satisfactory  to 
all  parties. 

8460.  I  take  it  that,  in  your  opinion,  there  must  be  a  Board? — Undoubtedly. 

8461.  A  Board  appointed  by  the  different  Councils  to  deal  with  this  drainage 
scheme  and  see  the  whole  thing  through  ? — Yes. 

8462.  And  any  other  system  in  which  each  Council  worked  independently  would 
be  unsatisfactory  ? — I  am  in  favour  of  such  matters  as  water,  drainage  and  lighting 
being  dealt  with  under  some  unification  of  the  Municipalities. 

8463.  Dr.  Anderson .]  Do  you  receive  many  complaints  with  regard  to  nightsoil 
in  Rondebosch  ? — Very  few. 

8464.  Is  it  not  very  unusual  for  you  to  get  the  whole  cost  of  removal  back  again 
from  the  people  ? — We  endeavour  to  make  the  cost  as  light  as  poss3ble  for  the  people. 

8465.  The  poor  have  to  pay  as  well  as  the  well-to-do  ? — Yes. 

8466.  Is  there  no  free  removal  at  all  ? — No. 

8467.  And  although  there  is  a  compulsory  removal  once  a  week  the  people  have 
to  pay  for  it  ? — Yes,  the  poor  people  have  to  pay  3d.  per  week,  or  Is.  a  month  it 
comes  to. 

8468.  How  do  you  collect  that  amount? — We  have  a  collector. 

8469.  Supposing  that  the  cart  goes  to  a  place  and  the  person  has  not  got  3d.  to 
pay  ? —  We  will  give  him  credit. 

8470.  I  supoose  that  you  lose  a  oertain  amount  in  that  way? — A  very  small 
amount ;  the  people  in  Rondebosch,  I  am  happy  to  say,  pay  for  such  things. 
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8471.  Have  you  any  drains  in  Rondebosch  ? — Only  storm  water  drains. 

8472.  Have  you  any  cesspools  ? — I  do  not  know  of  any. 

8473.  May  I  take  it  that  this  eombiued  drainage  scheme  is  very  much  “in  the 
clouds  ”  at  present  P — I  think  that  it  would  be  better  to  get  the  evidence  on  that  point 
from  some  member  of  the  Drainage  Committee  of  the  Municipality. 

8474.  You  have  a  Drainage  Committee  ? —Yes,  and  they  have  met  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  other  Councils  on  this  question. 

8475.  Although  you  have  agreed  to  combine  with  the  other  Councils,  there  has 
been  no  basis  of  agreement  ?  —No,  that  is  a  matter  to  be  settled  afterwards. 

8476.  Chairman .]  Upon  your  streets  and  roads  you  seem  to  have  spent  a  good 
fT  deal  of  money  ? — Yes,  and  we  shall  require  to  spend  a  good  deal  more.  We  have 

found  that  the  sum  we  put  aside  for  the  purpose  was  really  insufficient.  Traffic 
increases,  and  the  mileage  of  roads  increases.  The  Municipal  roads  maintained  by  our 
Council  are  9j  miles  in  extent,  and  then  we  have  roads  which  have  not  yet  been  taken 
over  by  the  Council,  6  miles  in  length.  That  does  not  include  the  private  roads.  The 
main  road  through  our  area,  maintained  by  the  Divisional  Council,  is  If  miles  in 
length,  and  the  Divisional  roads  maintained  by  the  same  Council  are  2£  miles  in 
extent.  We  find  it  is  a  very  costly  business  to  keep  our  length  of  9  J  miles  of  roads 
in  good  order. 

8477.  Is  the  Municipal  Amendment  Act  in  force  in  your  Municipality  ? — It  is  in 
force,  and  the  matter  of  compelling  new  roads  to  be  placed  in  proper  ord.-r  is  having 
the  consideration  of  the  Council. 

8478.  That  Act  compels  the  people  who  lay  out  new  building  areas  to  construct 
proper  roads  ? — Yes :  but  we  have  not  enforced  it  at  present. 

8479.  Is  that  why  you  have  a  good  many  miles  of  roads  not  taken  over  ? — That 
is  the  main  reason. 

8480.  Are  you  going  to  give  the  Act  an  ex  pod  faclo  effect  and  bring  in  those  who 
have  not  yet  been  called  upon  to  contribute  ? — It  must  apply  to  all,  where  we  think 
that  the  roads  should  be  taken  over  in  the  interest  of  the  Municipality.  The  principle 
would  be  to  advance  the  people  the  money  to  make  the  roads  and  we  take  a  bond  over 
the  property. 

8481.  If  it  is  to  be  done  had  it  better  not  be  done  soon  ? — Yes,  the  sooner  the 
better. 

8482.  Those  whom  you  are  going  to  compel  now  to  contribute  towards  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  roads  may  ask  for  some  relief  in  consequence  of  your  having  let  so 
many  off  in  byegone  years  ? — This  taking  over  the  roads  is  rather  a  difficult  question. 

8483.  I  see  that  the  Divisional  Council  in  their  return  put  down  the  length  of 
road  they  maintain  iu  Rondebosch  as  44  miles.  Is  that  in  accord  with  your  estimxte? 
— Practically. 

8484  You  are  aware  that  there  has  been  a  discussion  as  to  the  relationships 
between  the  Municipalities  and  the  Cape  Divisional  Council  ? — Yes. 

8485.  It  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  Municipalities  have  to  contribute  very 
largely  to  the  Divisional  Council  revenue,  and  get  very  little  for  it? — Yes. 

8486.  From  the  return  of  the  Divisional  Council  for  1901  I  find  that  Rondebosch 
contributed  iu  rates  to  the  Divisional  Council  the  sum  of  £3,127  18s.'9d.,  and  the  cost 
of  maintaining  the  44  miles  is  set  down  at  £1,055,  exclusive  of  macadam,  in  lvspeet  of 
which  £106  per  mile  is  to  be  included,  which  would  bring  up  the  expenditure  by  the 
Divisional  Council  on  those  44  miles  to  between  £1,800  and  £1,900.  That  would 
leave  a  contribution  of  over  £1,000  from  Rondebosch  towards  the  upkeep  of  the  outside 
roads  ? — Yes. 

8487.  Can  you  tell  me  why  it  is  that,  in  the  matter  of  the  valuation  of 
the  property  in  Rondebosch,  the  opposite  exists  in  reference  to  the  Cape  Town  Municipal 
and  Divisional  valuations.  I  see  that  last  year’s  valuation  by  the  Divisional  Council 
exceeds  the  valuation  by  your  Council  to  the  extent  of  something  like  £200,000  ? — I 
should  say  that  it  is  utterly  inexplicable.  To  my  mind  the  valuations  in  both  cases  have 
to  be  given  at  what  is  believed  to  be  the  actual  value  of  the  property,  and  why  they  should 
value  at  a  higher  rate  for  the  Divisional  Council  thau  for  the  Municipal  Council  is 
inexplicable.  Mr.  Andrews  reminds  me  that  the  Divisional  Council  area  is  probably 
not  the  same  as  the  Municipal  area. 

8488.  Your  Municipal  valuation  at  present  is  about  £800,000  ? — Somewhere  about 

that. 

8489.  And  the  Divisional  Council  valuation  of  the  property  “inside  the  Munici¬ 
pality”  is  a  little  over  £1,000,000  ? — Is  that  so  ?  I  cannot  explain  it.  1  never  could 
understand  why  there  should  be  the  slightest  difference  between  Municipal  valuation 
and  Divisional  valuation,  provided  they  are  valued  at  the  same  time. 

8490.  Who  valued  your  property  in  the  year  1900  ? — Mr.  Fock. 
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S491.  Do  you  know  it'  lie  valued  for  tho  Divisional  Council  ? — I  do  not  know.  Of 
course  there  are  ebbs  and  flows  in  the  value  of  property,  and  the  difference  can  only  be 
accounted  for  by  one  valuation  being  taken  at  a  different  time  from  the  other. 

8492.  You  are  aware  of  the  grievance  of  all  the  Municipalities  in  the  suburbs 
against  the  Divisional  Council  in  the  matter  of  the  rates  ? — Yes. 

8493.  You  know  that  a  Conference  took  place  on  the  question  ? — -I  am  aware. 

8494.  Were  you  present  ? — I  was  not. 

8495.  I  suppose  you  are  aware  that  certain  resolutions  were  adopted  which  were 
forwarded  to  the  various  Municipal  Councils  ? — Yes,  they  were  before  us  at  Rondebosoh. 

8496.  I  refer  to  the  resolution  in  favour  of  taking  over  the  maintenance  of  main 
roads  and  divisional  roads  within  the  various  Municipalities? — I  understand  that  the 
Rondebosch  Municipal  Council  approved  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  that  Conference.  • 

8497.  They  adopted  them,  also  giving  effect  to  the  opinion  that  you  should  he 
liable  to  a  contribution  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  outside  roads  ? — I  did  not  know 
that  that  was  in  the  resolution,  but  I  think  it  is  reasonable  enough  because  the 
Municipalities  derive  benefit  from  the  roads,  and  ought  do  something  towards  their 
upkeep. 

8498.  Of  course  it  follows  from  that,  that  your  Municipal  Council  would  require 
larger  rating  powers  ? — Certainly. 

8499.  You  would  have  to  find  another  £2,000,  supposing  that  >  on  spent  the  same 
amount  of  money  as  the  Divisional  Council  now  spends  upon  their  roads  in  your  area? 
—  That  follows,  if  we  were  to  keep  the  roads  in  order. 

8500.  I  suppose  you  would  be  in  favour  of  giving  your  contribution  in  a  lump 
sum  from  the  Municipal  revenue  ? — It  is  a  question  that  I  have  not  gone  into,  but  it 
seems  a  reasonable  arrangement. 

8501.  Dr.  Gre(/o)-i/.~\  How  would  you  fix  the  amounts  to  be  paid  by  the  different 
Municipalities  for  the  upkeep  of  the  outside  roads — pro  rata  to  the  rateable  value  of  the 
Municipality  ? — Yes,  and  the  contributions  to  vary  according  to  the  rateable  value  at 
the  time  being. 

8502.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  be  a  wise  proposal  to  hand  over  all 
Municipal  roads  to  a  general  Board  ? — I  think  that,  so  far  as  Rondebosch  is  concerned, 
they  would  not  be  likely  to  be  better  managed  under  a  Board  than  under  the  existing 
Council.  The  Divisional  Council  is,  practically,  a  Road  Board  now. 

8503.  But  would  Dot  the  roads  be  more  economically  managed  ? — I  do  not  think 
that  any  advantage  would  be  gained  by  such  a  course. 

8504.  But  supposing  that  a  Board  were  established  having  powers  and  duties 
with  regard  to  other  matters,  would  not  that  of  roads  be  advantageously  delegated  to 
them  also  ? — I  do  not  know  that  you  are  likely  to  get  better  men  to  manage  tho  roads 
than  there  are  on  the  Municipalities. 

8505.  But  then  the  one  staff  of  this  combined  Board  would  be  more  economical 
than  the  small  separate  staffs  of  the  present  Councils? — 1  do  not  quite  see  the  force  of 
this  arrangement. 

850o.  But  would  not  one  large  department  for  the  whole  Peninsula  work  more 
cheaply  than  a  number  of  small  ones  ? — I  have  not  given  any  thought  to  this  particular 
question,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  an  answer  to  the  point. 

8507.  Intimately  knit  up  with  the  question  of  roads  is  that  of  tramways? — Very 
much  so. 


8508.  At  the  present  moment  the  tranways  are  entirely  outside  your  jurisdiction 
— you  have  not  really  any_  power  to  regulate  their  traffic  ? — They  have  running  powers 
through  the  Municipality,  but  I  consider  that  we  are  able  to  make  certain  regulations 
with  regard  to  their  traffic. 

8509.  But  did  not  you  and  other  Councils  combine  some  time  ago  to  make 
regulations,  and  then  found  out  that  you  really  had  no  power,  and  had  to  come  to  some 
agreemant  with  the  Tramway  Company  ? — I  understand  that  that  was  the  case. 

8510.  So  that  really  you  have  no  powers  to  regulate  their  running? — I  am  under 
the  impression  that  we  have.  Surely  they  cannot  run  at  any  rate  of  speed  through 
the  Municipality  without  our  having  something  to  say. 

8511.  There  is  only  the  ordinary  bye-law  lhat  affects  any  vehicle? — To  that 
extent  we  have  control 

8512.  In  laying  their  lines  along  your  roads  what  steps  were  taken  to  protect 
your  local  interests — that  is,  to  see  that  your  roads  were  of  sufficient  width  and  that 
the  rails  were  laid  in  the  right  part  of  the  road  ? — The  main  roads  were  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  Divisional  Council  and  thus  it  was  more  of  their  business  than  ours.  With 
regard  to  cicssings  we  were  consulted  where  they  were  to  be,  and  v?e  agreed  to  certain 
places,  but  we  found  that  crossings  were  Eecessary  for  the  Tramway  Company  in  places 
where  we  wreie  not  in  favour  of  having  them,  but,  to  enable  the  Tramway  Company  to 
work  more  efficiently,  we  agreed  to  their  proposals. 
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8513.  I  am  referring  to  the  matter  of  protecting  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants  in  ^ 

your  area ;  to  whom  was  that  left  ? — To  ourselves  so  far  as  the  crossings  were  j0in  'Andrew* 
concerned.  The  main  matter  was  under  the  control  of  the  Divisional  Counoil.  ^  and 

8514.  You,  as  a  Council,  took  no  steps  to  see  that  your  interests  were  not  neglected  n  *  -**•  Batche,ur 
when  the  Tramway  Company  were  applying  for  running  powers? — A  public  meeting  16th  May,  1902 
was  called,  at  which  the  ratepayers  agreed  to  the  Tramway  Company  running  through 

the  Municipality. 

8515.  That  was  merely  the  matter  of  the  principle  ? — Yes. 

8516.  But  I  am  referring  to  the  details? — They  were  left  to  the  Divisional 
Councils,  except  with  regard  to  the  crossings. 

8517.  As  a  wh  tie,  h  >w  have  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants  been  protected;  have 
they  been  properly  and  sufficiently  protected  ? — I  think  so,  as  much  as  possible. 

8518.  With  respect  to  the  crossings,  are  they  so  narrow  at  any  portions  of  the 
road  as  to  interfere  with  the  ordinary  traffic  ? — There  are  some  portions  that 
are  certainly  much  narrower  than  we  would  prefer  them  to  bo,  but  not  so  narrow 
that  ordinary  traffic  cannot  pass  the  trams.  That  applies  right  along  the  road.  If  the 
road  wa9  60  feet  wide  it  would  be  better,  but,  being  as  r  is,  we  had  to  do  the  best  we 
could. 

8519.  No  steps  have  been  taken  to  require  the  Tramway  Company  to  widen  the 
road  at  these  narrow  places  ? — I  understand  that  the  Tramway  Company  were  not 
allowed  to  run  in  any  road  that  was  not  30  feet  wide.  I  believe  that  they  had  to 
expropriate  in  some  portions  to  make  the  road  the  requisite  width. 

8520.  Is  not  a  30  feet  road  too  narrow  for  a  “  turn-out  ”  ? — We  admit  that,  but 
the  roads  were  there  and  had  to  be  made  the  best  of. 

8521.  There  is  a  clause  in  the  agreement  by  which  the  local  authorities  can  take 
over  these  tramways  ? — I  am  under  the  impression  that  there  is. 

8522.  But  it  will  be  practically  impossible  for  you  to  exercise  that  right  without 
combination  on  the  part  of  the  other  Councillors  ? — Yes,  that  would  be  outside 
practical  politics. 

8523.  So  that  any  combination  at  the  present  time  would  facilitate  the  Municipal 
taking  over  the  tramways  in  the  future  ? — Decidedly. 

8524.  In  your  opinion,  would  it  be  a  good  thing  for  the  tramways  to  be  munici¬ 
palised  later  on  ? — Yes,  I  think  so.  The  results  of  tramway  working  by  other 
Municipalities  in  other  parts  of  the  world  are  beneficial.  They  prove  a  source  of  profit 
and  it  is  better  that  they  should  be  under  the  control  of  the  people  than  in  the  hands 
of  private  companies. 

8525.  The  Tramway  Company  have  to  keep  a  certain  portion  of  the  road  in  good 
repair  ?— Yes. 

8526.  Who  looks  after  the  Company  to  see  that  they  do  that  ? — The  Divisional 
Council  along  the  Main  Road. 

8527.  Do  the  Divisional  Council  carry  out  that  duty  satisfactorily  ? — As  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  think  that  the  Tramway  Company’s  part  of  the  road  is  kept  in  better  repair 
than  the  part  for  which  the  Divisional  Couucil  are  responsible. 

8528.  Then  you  consider  that  the  Tramway  Company  carries  out  its  obligations  in 
that  respect  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

8529.  Mr.  Gurney.~\  Is  the  width  of  streets  and  roads  in  Rondebosoh  as  a  rule 
fairly  maintained  ? — I  tbink  so.  I  believe  that  we  require  that  no  road  shall  be  less 
than  30  feet  wide,  unless  there  are  exceptional  circumstances,  in  which  case  the  road 
must  not  be  less  than  20  feet  wide. 

8530.  Has  there  been  much  encroachment  by  the  proprietors  of  property  adjoin¬ 
ing  roads  in  the  matter  of  getting  their  fences  and  hedges  too  far  out  ? — Very  little. 

8531.  Has  the  Council  taken  any  steps  to  protect  the  public  interests  in  that 
respect  ? — I  cannot  speak  from  experience,  but  I  believe  that  we  had  one  case  whioh 
we  had  to  take  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  it  cost  the  Municipality  a  large  sum.  The 
Council  had  to  pay  largely  for  their  zeal  in  endeavouring  to  get  wider  roads. 

8532.  I  suppose  that  the  Council  does  pay  attention  to  this  matter  ? — Certainly. 

8533.  Dr.  Anderson .]  Your  Council,  in  agreeing  to  the  resolutions  passed  with 
regard  to  the  abolition  of  the  Cape  Divisional  Couucil  had,  I  suppose,  in  view  the 
obtaining  of  the  control  over  all  the  roads  and  streets  in  your  Municipality  ? — Yes,  I 
should  say  that  that  was  the  view. 

8534.  That  was  the  object  and,  therefore,  you  would  not  be  in  favour,  supposing 
that  your  Municipality  were  still  in  existence,  of  having  your  streets  and  roads  taken 
over  by  another  Board  ? — That  would  be  a  case  of,  as  you  were.  The  reply  I  suppose 
to  that  would  be  that  the  new  Board  would  not  be  a  Board  like  the  Divisional  Council 
but  a  Board  to  take  over  the  maintenance  and  control,  not  merely  of  what  are  now 
Divisional  Council  roads,  but  of  all  the  roads  in  the  Peninsula. 

[G.  21—1902.] 
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8535.  But  if  the  Municipality  existed  still  they  would  have  something  to  do  with 
J.ihn  Andrews  *be  streets  in  their  area? — Not  if  the  oontrol  wa9  taken  out  of  their  hands. 

and  85 36.  But  streets  are  used  for  various  purposes.  You  might  be  requiring  to  put 

ir.  d.ji^  eh  dvr  iu  drain  pipes,  and  such  things,  and  if  there  is  one  body  looking  after  drains  and 
16th  May,  1902.  another  after,  streets,  would  it  be  satisfactory  ? — It  would  be  a  dual  oontrol,  which  is  not 
generally  satisfactory. 


TUESDAY,  20th  MAY,  1902. 


Present  : 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman). 

Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney.  Dr.  A.  J.  Andersox. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  he  Villiers.  Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 

Charles  Stewart,  B.Sc.,  examined. 

Mr-  8537.  Chairman. You  appear  here  as  Secretary  to  the  Meteorological  Com- 

C  a des  Stewart.  mjggion  ? — Yes. 

20th  May,  1902.  8538.  How  long  have  you  been  Secretary  to  that  Commission  ? — Since  July,  1897. 

8539.  What  other  profession  have  you  ? — That  is  my  official  duty. 

8540.  Before  the  time  named  what  were  you  engaged  in  ? — I  was  Soienoe 
Teacher,  also  engaged  in  Meteorology. 

8541.  Your  Commission  has  been  in  existence  for  a  good  many  years,  I  believe  ? 
— Yes,  a  good  many  years. 

8542.  How  many  years  ? — It  seems  to  have  been  active  from  about  1860  to  1863 
or  1864,  then  to  have  lapsed,  and  restarted  in  1876  or  1877 ;  its  records  have  been 
continuous  since  that  time. 

8543.  For  how  many  years  could  you  give  us  rainfall  returns  in  connection  with 
the  Cape  Peninsula  ? — We  have  them  taken  at  one  station,  the  Royal  Observatory,  for 
over  60  years.  The  other  stations  all  over  the  Peninsula  mostly  vary  from  23  years  to 
one  or  two  years. 

8544.  For  how  many  years  have  there  been  stations  on  the  top  of  Table  Mountain  ? 
— For  fully  20  years. 

8545.  And  on  the  Southern  slopes  of  Table  Mountain  or  Hout  Bay  ? — There  are 
none  at  Hout  Bay.  There  was  a  rain  gauge  at  Orange  Kloof  for  two  or  three  years. 

8546.  Can  you  give  us  the  dates  of  that  ? — In  1888  and  1889  the  record  was 
kept  up  ;  broken  in  1890,  but  it  began  again  in  1891.  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart  had  a 
gauge  there,  and  I  believe  has  a  gauge  there  still,  but  I  get  no  returns  from  it. 

8547.  How  did  the  record  then  come  to  be  stopped  ? — Possibly  it  was  not  a  Com¬ 
mission’s  gauge,  so  that  I  cannot  tell. 

8548.  Will  you  please  give  us  the  records  of  Orange  Kloof  so  far  as  you  have 
them  ? — I  have  got  them  partly  for  1888,  completely  for  1889,  not  at  all  for  1890, 
and  completely  for  1891. 

8549.  Is  there  any  possibility  of  getting  later  or  continuous  observations  from 
that  place? — I  believe  there  is,  from  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  the  engineer. 

8550.  What  is  the  nearest  gauge  to  Orange  Kloof  that  your  Commission  has 
under  its  control  ? — Groot  Constantia. 

8551.  Would  that  record  be  helpful  to  knowledge  of  the  rainfall  in  Orange 
Kloof  ? — Yes ;  by  taking  a  ratio  between  the  years  for  which  our  observations  were 
taken  at  Orange  Kloof  and  the  corresponding  years  at  Groot  Constantia.  You  would 
then  get  a  percentage  relationship  between  the  two,  and  from  that  obtain  a  pretty  fair 
approximation  to  the  true  average. 

8552.  Has  there  been  any  gauge  on  the  top  of  Table  Mountain  just  where  the 
dip  down  into  Orange  Kloof  begins? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

8553.  Have  any  observations  on  the  top  been  made  by  other  persons  ? — For  16 
years  we  have  had  three  or  four  gauges  up  there,  which  we  have  had  observed  by 
gentlemen  who  went  up  and  down  ;  former  observers  of  the  Royal  Observatory. 
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8554.  Where  were  they? — Disa  Head,  Waai  Kopje,  Kasteels  Poort,  and  St, 
Michael’s. 

8555.  Would  these  be  places  from  which  the  rain  would  run  off  by  way  of  Orange 
Kloof  ? — I  am  not  exactly  sure.  I  do  not  know  the  lie  of  Orange  Kloof.  I  have  only 
been  twice  to  the  top  of  the  mountain. 

8556.  Water  running  at  Disa  Head  would  go  into  Orange  Kloof,  would  it  not  ? — 
I  should  think  so. 

8557.  Can  you  give  us  the  records  with  reference  to  these  places  that  you  have 
mentioned.  Take  Orange  Kloof,  for  instance.  By  the  way,  can  you  tell  me  the  exact 
place  at  Orange  Kloof  where  the  gauge  was  ? — I  can  not.  It  was  before  my  time,  but 
I  expect  that  it  was  at  or  near  the  Homestead  on  the  Orange  Kloof  farm. 

8558.  At  what  height  was  it  ? — 730  feet  above  sea  level. 

8559.  What  was  the  rainfall  for  the  year  1889  ? — 39*57  inches. 

8560.  And  for  the  year  1891  ? — 34*61  inches.  The  1888  observations  were  begun 
in  June  and  they  shewed  a  total  for  the  7  remaining  months  of  the  year  of  44  53  inches. 

8561.  Was  that  on  abnormal  year? — Yes,  not  only  so  far  as  the  mountain  is 
concerned ;  but  at  the  Royal  Observatory  it  was  also  certainly  an  abnormal  year.  At 
the  Observatory,  which  might  be  taken  as  an  index  of  the  relative  figures  from  year  to 
year,  the  rainfall  was  41 ‘3  per  cent,  above  the  average.  I  mention  that  to  shew  that 
the  excess  was  not  confined  to  one  side  of  the  mountain  only. 

8562.  Is  that  the  best  you  can  give  us  with  regard  to  Orange  Kloof  ? — Those  are 
the  only  figures  in  my  possession,  but  I  believe  Mr.  Stewart  could  supply  you  with 
others. 

8563.  What  other  figures  can  you  give  us  in  connection  with  Table  Mountain  ? — 
I  made  an  extract  of  twenty  years’  observations  so  far  as  possible,  beginning  in  1881, 
and  taking  the  period  from  1881  to  1900  to  get  a  twenty  years’  average. 

8564.  Will  you  give  us  the  yearly  rainfalls  so  that  we  will  be  able  to  notice  the 

recurrence  of  dry  years  ? — Yes.  I  will  take  Disa  Head.  In  1881  the  rainfall  was 
87-98  inches;  in  1882,  49-23  inches;  1883,  32  65  inches;  1884,  30-29 ;  1885, 
35T8 ;  1886,  40-69;  1887,  41-53;  1888,  57  92;  1889,  43-30;  1890,  45-68;  1891, 
45-83;  1892,  59-85;  1893,  35-78;  1894,  35*59 ;  1895..  37-88;  1896,  37*68 ;  1897, 

38*26;  1898,  42*67 ;  1899,  34-87  ;  1900,  30  02  ;  an  average  over  the  whole  period 

of  43T4  inches.  That  is  not  what  I  would  term  representative  of  the  whole  moun¬ 
tain.  The  gauge  is  on  a  sort  of  water  shed  which  invariably  causes  a  rainfall  less  than 
the  average  over  the  mountain. 

8565.  Will  you  continue  the  figures  ? — I  will  give  you  the  figures  at  Waai  Kopje, 

beginning  in  1881.  It  is  situated  more  on  the  Cape  Town  side  of  the  mountain  and 
600  feet  higher  than  the  gauge  at  Disa  Head.  In  1881  the  observations  only  began 
in  July.  In  1882  the  rainfall  was  60‘24  inches;  1883,  62  96 ;  1884,  55  66;  1885, 
62-19;  1886,  54  67  ;  1887,  54-09;  1888,  78  3o ;  1889,  60-61;  1890,  55  08;  1891, 

65-75;  1892,  80-36;  1893,  53-85;  1894,  54-35;  1895,  5877;  1896,  52*76;  1897, 

70-27;  1898,  69*51 ;  1899,  7 6*64  ;  1900,  62-54 ;  giving  an  average  over  the  period 
of  62*58  inches  per  annum. 

8566.  Another  station  ? — I  will  take  Kasteels  Poort,  which  is  somewhat  lower — 
about  600  feet — than  Waai  Kopje,  and  near  the  Cape  Town  reservoir.  The  observations 
began  about  the  end  of  1884.  In  1885  the  rainfall  reached  a  total  of  63  71  inches. 
In  1886,  53-87;  1887,53*61;  1888,76*21;  1889,60-06;  1890,  57-37;  1891,55-66; 
1892,  80  69;  1893,  5P30  ;  1894,  48*11;  1895,  53*66;  1896,  52*16;  1897,  58  85; 
1898,  66-63  ;  1899,  64‘95  ;  1900,  57*00 ;  giving  an  average  yearly  rainfall  of  59  60 
inches. 


5567.  At  the  other  station  ? — At  St.  Michael’s,  which  is  situated  at  a  height  of 
3,050  feet  above  the  sea  level  and  on  the  northern  side  of  the  mountain,  the  complete 
figures  begin  in  1885,  when  there  was  a  rainfall  of  77"86  inches.  In  1886,  67-46 ; 
1887,  61-29;  1888,  99*08;  1889,  67*09;  1890,  66  00;  1891,  7P67;  1892,  97-89; 
1893,  64-74  ;  1894,  63  15;  1895,  69*90;  1896,  59*58;  1897,  7578  ;  1898,  74*81 ;  1899, 
84*02;  1900,  65*78;  giving  an  annual  average  of  72-88  inches.  That  is  all  I  have  on 
Table  Mountain.  We  have  other  gauges  on  the  Devil's  Peak  which  have  been  in 
existence  for  about  5  years. 

8568.  On  what  other  slopes  of  the  Mountain  have  you  got  these  gauges? — On  the 
eastern  slopes  at  Tokai,  for  example. 

8569.  Can  you  give  us  the  figures  there  ? — Yes;  they  are  taken  at  the  plantation. 

8570.  What  is  the  elevation  ? — I  cannot  exactly  say.  My  returns  of  rainfall  begin 
in  1887  when  the  1  all  amounted  to  3016  inches.  In  1888  it  was  5P83;  1889,  33-09; 
1890,  3878;  1891,  38  01  ;  1892,  6245;  1893,  32  95;  1894,  38  17;  1895,  35  11  ;  1896, 
29-58;  1897,35*53;  1898,50*56;  1899,40  11,  1900,33*21;  which  gives  an  annual 
average  of  39  63  inches. 
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8571.  Have  you  a  gauge  at  Noord  Hoek? — No,  we  have  a  gauge  at  Fish 
Hoek,  close  to  the  sea,  at  Mr.  Muller’s  residence. 

►  8572.  Have  you  any  other  gauges  between  Constantia  and  Cape  Point? — We  have 

had  gauges  at  Simonstown  for  some  time  but  the  only  one  outside  Simonstown  is  at 
Smith’s  Farm. 

8573.  Have  you  any  gauges  on  the  Steeubras  River  or  the  Palmiet  River? — The 
nearest  are  at  Somerset  West  and  at  Houw  Hoek. 

8574.  Have  you  a  gauge  at  tbe  head  waters  <f  the  Zonder  End  River? — Houw 
Hoek  gauge  is  the  nearest.  We  have  now  got  a  gauge  at  Wilge  Boom’s  River.  I 
think  that  is  about  the  head  waters  of  Zonder  End  River. 

8575.  How  long  has  that  been  there  ? — Only  for  2  or  3  months.  It  is  the  rlouw 
Hoek  gauge  which  has  been  removed  to  that  place. 

8576.  Have  you  any  gauge  in  the  Caledon  district? — One  in  the  township  of 
Caledon  but  none  immediately  outside. 

8577.  Have  you  observations  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Piquetberg  or  Porter¬ 
ville? — We  have  had  a  gauge  at  Piquetberg  for  about  40  years. 

8578.  Will  you  please  give  us  the  readings  of  that  gauge? — In  1880, 15’89  inches 
of  rain  were  reco  ded.  In  1881,  16  64;  1882,  17*69;  1883,  20  76;  1884,  15*01; 
1885,  17-62;  1886,  27-97;  1887,  19-73;  1888,  34-60;  1889,  17-15;  1890,  19*78; 
1891,  1716;  1892,27-14;  1893,  21  95 ;  1894,20-32;  1895,20-29;  1896,989;  1897, 
18"77  ;  1898,  28*94  ;  1899,  24  38;  1900,  21*23;  giving  an  average  since  1881  of  20-85 
inches  per  annum.  I  should  state  that  the  rainfall  at  the  Piquetberg  station  is  not 
representative  of  the  average  over  the  district.  It  lies  close  in  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  which,  I  imagine,  would  increase  the  rainfall. 

8579.  Have  you  any  gauge  at  Porterville? — We  have  no  gauge  there. 

8580.  Have  you  a  gauge  at  the  Mission  Station  at  Saron? — We  had  one  there  for 
some  years. 

8581.  For  what  years  ? — The  gauge  has  been  there  with  a  slight  break  from  1878 
to  1892  ;  the  break  being  for  about  10  months. 

8582.  Will  you  give  us  the  rainfall  recorded  there? — In  1878,  32"57  inches  were 
recorded;  in  1879,  23  24;  1880,  17-05;  1881,  21*39 ;  1882,  16  70;  1883,  25-07;  1884, 
2P43;  1885,  25-13;  18>6,  23*47 ;  1887,  22'68 ;  1888,  32"00 ;  in  1889  the  return  was 
an  incomplete  one,  as  also  in  1890.  In  1891  the  rainfall  was  25*51  inches,  but  in  1892 
the  return  was  again  incomplete.  The  average  of  the  rainfall  during  those  years  of 
which  we  have  complete  records  was  23 -85  inches. 

8583.  Have  you  any  other  gauge  in  that  district? — We  have  a  gauge  atRocklands 
in  the  Cold  Bokkeveld. 

8584.  Can  you  give  any  returns  from  that  place  ? — Our  returns  commence  in  1886 
to  be  continuous  with  a  slight  break  in  1896.  In  1886  the  rainfall  was  21*88;  1887, 
19-94;  1888,  29-83;  1889,  18*54;  1890,  19*35;  1891,  1811;  1892,  33*29;  1893, 
3107;  1894,  18*06;  1895,  25*37 ;  1896,  11-57;  1897,  18*43;  1898,  27*09;  1899, 
28-77  ;  1900,  29*01  ;  giving  an  average  of  23*35  inches  per  annum. 

8585.  Is  that  gauge  in  the  Winter  Hoek  mountains? — Rather  on  the  other 
side ;  on  the  Schurfteberg  mountains. 

8586.  Is  there  a  gauge  at  French  Hoek  ? — There  is  one  in  the  Drakenstein  at 
Weltevreden,  one  of  Mr.  Rhodes’  farms. 

8587.  JJr.  Gregory .]  You  have  given  us  certain  figures  in  regard  to  the  Table 
Mountain  rainfall,  that  I  suppose  is,  practically,  the  only  area  near  at  hand  which  has 
been  thoroughly,  or  fairly  well,  supplied  with  rain  gauges  ? — It  is. 

8588.  At  how  many  stations  on  the  mountain  and  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  are 
readings  taken  ? — We  have  four  stations  on  the  mountain,  which  I  have  already 
mentioned. 

85*9.  How  many  other  stations  are  there  run  by  private  individuals  ? — Do  you 
mean  about  the  Peninsula? 

8590.  Yes  ;  around  about  ? — A  considerable  number,  about  30. 

8591.  These  are  kept  by  private  individuals  for,  and  on  behalf  of,  the  Commission, 
I  presume  ? — Yes. 

8592.  And  they  furnish  the  Commission  with  full  particulars  of  the  readings, 
which  you  record  ? — Yes. 

8593.  It  has  been  stated  that  you  were  taking  readings  at  Orange  Kloof,  but  that, 
in  1890,  and  since  then,  they  have  been  missing  ;  why  are  they  missing  ? — I  cannot 
tell.  It  was  outside  my  term  of  office. 

8594.  Can  you  give  us  any  reason  why  they  are  missing  now  ? — I  have  not  the 
faintest  idea. 

8595.  Can  you  tell  us  who  took  the  readings  in  1888,  1889,  and  1891  ? — I  am  not 
able  to  say  who  was  the  person,  but  I  can  find  out. 
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8596.  What  is  the  reason  that  you  have  for  saying  that,  for  the  years  1890 
and  1892,  we  could  get  the  readings  from  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart? — I  did  not  say  any¬ 
thing  of  the  kind. 

8597.  I  beg  your  pardon,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  ? — I  said  that  later  readings 
could  possibly,  and  in  all  likelihood,  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  but,  with 
regard  to  those  two  particular  years,  I  said  nothing.  One  of  Mr.  Stewart’s  assistants 
informed  me  that  gaugings  were  still  being  taken  there. 

8598.  You  do  not  kuow  whether  the  Municipality  of  Wynberg  made  these 
readings  for  you  ? — 1  do  not  know. 

8599.  Do  you  know  if  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart  has  been  applied  to  by  your  Com¬ 
mission  for  those  readings  ? — I  cannot  say.  Not  by  me,  certainly. 

8600.  Then  he  has  not  been  officially  asked  for  them  ? — No  ;  not  that  I  am  aware 
of. 


Mr. 
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8601.  Do  you  not  think  you  ought  to  complete  your  records  of  these  readings  at 
Orange  Kloof  ?  Ought  not  some  steps  to  be  taken  to  fill  in  the  gaps  in  your  record  ? — 

How  can  one  possibly  do  so  ? 

8602.  If  they  are  obtainable  from  any  individual,  should  they  not  be  obtained  ? — 

Certainly,  I  think  they  ought  to  be. 

8603.  Are  there  any  other  stations  where  readings  are  taken  winch  readings  you 
have  not  got  ? — Referring  to  the  mountain  I  believe  there  are  some  taken  by  the 
Wynberg  Municipality  which  are  not  furnished  to  us. 

8604.  Have  you  asked  the  Wynberg  Municipality  to  supply  them  ? — No. 

8605.  Does  tire  Municipality  of  Cape  Town  take  any  readings  which  you  do  not 
get  ? — No,  wo  get  the  readings  taken  by  that  Municipality  and  incorporate  them. 

8606.  Why  do  you  not  incorporate  the  readings  of  the  Wynberg  Municipality  ?  • 

— It  all  depends  upon  how  the  gauges  are  supplied.  If  a  private  individual,  or  a 
Municipal  body,  cares  to  purchase  its  own  gauge  we  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 

it.  We  are  willing  to  supply  any  suitable  places,  such  as  farms,  &c.,  with  gauges, 
where  we  consider  it  is  advisable  that  readings  of  the  rainfalL  should  he  taken.  It  may 
be  that  we  do  not  supply  a  gauge  in  every  case  where  one  is  asked,  perhaps  for  the 
reason  that  there  is  another  gauge  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  but,  as  a  rule,  we 
are  willing  to  supply  a  gauge  provided  that  copies  of  the  readiugs  are  given  to  us. 

Where  a  private  individual  buys  a  gauge  at  his  own  expense  from  au  ouside  source  we 
have  no  control  over  it  in  the  least. 

8607.  But  still,  where  a  public  body  is  taking  gaugings,  whether  the  gauge  is 
supplied  by  you  or  not,  would  it  not  be  advisable  to  get  their  readings  and  incorporate 
them  in  your  record? — Undoubtedly,  but  a  good  deal  depends  upon  the  body. 

8608.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ?— It  depends  upon  the  spirit  in  which  they 
take  such  an  approach.  They  might  think  it  a  bit  of  undue  interference  on  our  part. 

8609.  Have  }'ou  ever  experienced  a  want  of  courtesy  when  applying  to  anyone  to 
furnish  you  with  records  ? — Oh,  yes. 

8610.  From  any  public  body? — No.  I  never  apply  to  public  bodies  as  a  rule. 

8611.  Have  you  any  records  of  evaporation  ? — On  the  mountain  ? 

8612.  Yes. — Copies  of  these  were  furnished  us  for  the  years  1898,  1899,  1900, 
and  1901  by  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart. 

8613.  Can  you  furnish  us  with  that  information? — Yes  I  will  supply  it.  I 
may  state  that  it  averages  somewhere  about  58  inches  per  annum. 

8614.  Can  you  recollect  what  parts  of  the  mountain  these  statistics  were  for? — 

Exactly  alongside  the  old  dam. 

8614(a).  That  is  the  only  station  where  you  can  get  evaporation  statistics? — We 
also  get  evaporation  results  from  the  Molteno  Reservoir. 

8615.  Will  you  put  them  in  ? — I  will.  I  have  them  here. 

8616.  Have  you  any  statistics  of  humidity  ?  —Yes,  they  are  published  annually  in 
the  Blue  Books. 

8617.  For  what  stations  ? — For  the  Disa  Head  Station  on  the  mountain  but  not 
for  the  others. 

8618.  Have  you  any  observations  iu  regard  to  the  absorption  of  the  soil  on  the 
mountain  ? — None. 

8619.  In  your  rainfall  figures,  have  you  anything  denoting  the  dry  season  of  the 
year  and  the  period  which  it  generally  covers  ? — It  depends  upon  what  you  call  a 
dry  period.  Many  meteorologists  have  tackled  that  subject  but  not  one  has  ever  given 
a  definite  and  satisfactory  answer. 

8620.  I  mean  the  period  when  we  may  expect  a  minimum,  or  a  very  small,  rain¬ 
fall  ? — The  only  thing  that  I  can  say  with  regard  to  that  is  that  a  small  quantity  in  one 
place  is  a  large  quantity  in  another  place.  Take  for  example  Namaqualand :  There 
an  annual  rainfall  of  8  inches  is  exceptional,  but  down  here  it  would  be  considered  an 
abnormally  dry  year. 
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8621.  But  lam  speaking  of  the  stations  where  you  have  given  the  rainfall'? — I 
worked  out  the  average  of  every  month’s  record,  and  from  that  I  calculated’ the 
^fav,  1902  percentage  falling  in  the  month. 


8622.  The  percentage  of  the  whole  ? — Yes  ;  and  if  you  care  to  call  anything  less 
than  five  per  cent,  the  dry  period,  it  extends  through  November,  December,  January. 
February  and  March. 


8623.  In  all  those  five  months  you  get  less  than  5  per  cent,  of  the  rainfall  ?— Yes, 
5  per  cent,  or  less  than  5  per  cent,  of  the  whole  rainfall. 

8624.  But  the  monthly  average  itself  would  be  only  about  9  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
rainfall,  if  you  divided  the  rainfall  by  twelve  ?- -That  would  be  in  a  climate  like 
England,  but  not  in  our  climate.  Even  in  England  you  have  a  maximum,  but,  in  a 
climate  corresponding  to  England,  you  have  a  much  more  uniform  distribution  of  rain¬ 
fall  throughout  the  year  than  is  the  case  here.  In  England  you  rarely  get  a  percentage 
of  above  44  per  cent,  in  four  months,  but  here  within  four  months  you  may  have  any¬ 
thing  from  56  to  64  per  cent. 

8625.  Can  you  examine  your  records  and  furnish  this  Commission  with  a  state¬ 
ment  as  to  which  is  the  longest  dry  period  in  any  one  year  at  these  stations  on  Table 
Mountain  ?  Our  records  are  practically  buried  under  a  mass  of  other  papers  just  now, 
a*  our  Commission  are  occupying  temporary  premises.  It  could  be  done,  but  at  an 
ouormous  amount  of  labour. 


[Mr.  Stewart  subsequently  supplied  the  following  additional  information.] 

8553.  Besides  the  four  Raingauges  under  the  Meteorological  Commission’s  control, 
there  are  several  others  from  which  we  receive  no  returns ;  the  records  are  taken  in 
connection  with  the  Waterworks,  but  I  am  unable  to  state  to  whom  tne  Raingauges 
belong.  The  positions  of  several  of  these  are  shown  in  the  accompanying  rough  map 
of  the  Mountain  top. 

8595,  8598,  and  8601.  On  turning  up  our  books  I  find  that  in  April,  1888,  a  Rain- 
gauge  was  supplied  to  Mr.  T.  Stewart  for  use  at  Orange  Kloof,  and  the  records 
published  in  our  Blue-Books  were  supplied  by  the  Wynberg  Municipality.  Consequently 
a  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Clerk  to  the  Wynberg  Municipality,  on  the  22nd  inst., 
asking  for  the  past  records  of  the  Orange  Kloof  Rainguage,  if  obtainable,  and  also,  if 
possible,  the  records  taken  at  the  Wynberg  Reservoirs  ;  no  reply  has  yet  been  received. 

Robert  Owen  Wynne  Roberts ,  M.I.C.E.,  examined. 


Mr.  8626.  Chairman.']  You  are  at  present  engaged  as  Hydraulic  Engineer  for  the 

It.  o.  ir.Ji  kerfs.  Corporation  of  Cape  Town  ? — As  Engineer  and  Hydraulic  Engineer,  yes. 

8627.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  Cape  Town  ? — -Since  November,  1898 

The  date  of  my  engagement  was  August,  1898.  1  took  up  my  duties  in  the  former 

month.  My  immediate  predecessor  was  Mr.  Cairncross  who  temporarily  succeeded  Mr. 
Olive,  who  was  also  Mr.  Cairncross’  successor. 

8628.  I  presume  that  the  main  features  of  the  Cape  Town  Corporation’s  Water 
works  were  all  designed  before  you  took  up  your  duties  here  ? — Yes,  the  main  features 
were ;  and  the  reservoirs  were  either  all  constructed  or  in  course  of  construction. 

8629.  What  was  your  experience  in  this  work  before  you  came  here  ? — My 
profession  has  always  been  that  of  a  water  engineer. 

8630.  Will  you  just  state  generally  what  was  the  position  when  you  arrived? — 
Speaking  generally,  it  was  the  same  as  to-day.  We  had  the  Woodhead  reservoir,  the 
Kloof  Nek  reservoir,  the  Molteno  reservoir,  the  Sea  Point  reservoir  and  Numbers  1  and 
2  reservoirs.  Taken  as  a  whole  that  represents  the  position  we  are  in  to-day  and  is  the 
same  as  was  the  case  4  years  ago,  though  at  the  present  moment  thei’e  is  an  additional 
reservoir  in  course  of  construction.  There  are  the  distributing  mains  throughout  the 
city,  and  we  have  a  salt  water  supply  system.  That  generally  represents  the  position. 

8631.  Your  chief  sources  of  water  supply  are  the  storage  reservoirs  on  the 
mountain,  are  they  not? — Yes  ;  and  the  springs. 

8632.  But  you  depend  more  upon  the  reservoirs  than  the  springs  ? — Certainly 
we  do. 

8633.  What  is  Cape  Town’s  water  storage  capacity  at  the  present  time? — The 
Table  Mountain  reservoir  will  hold  225,000,000  gallons.  I  may  state  that  just  before 
the  dry  season  sets  in  theie  is  a  wooden  weir  placed  in  the  reservoir  to  raise  the  water 
a  foot  higher  than  it  usually  is  allowed  to  rise,  which  increases  the  capacity  of  the 
reservoir  to  237,000,000  gallons.  In  addition,  there  is  the  Moeke  reservoir  which 
holds  200,000  gallons,  the  Sea  Point  reservoir  with  a  capacity  of  100,000  gallons,  the 
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Molteno  reservoir  which  holds  40,000,000  gallons,  and  the  numbers  1  and  2  reservoirs  ^ 
which  are  capable  of  accommodating,  practically,  15,000,000  gallons,  making  a  total 
storage  capacity  of  280,000,000  gallons.  That  is  the  total  capacity  of  the  reservoirs,  20th 
but  it  does  not  represent  the  amount  of  water  which  we  can  draw.  I  may  add  that 
there  is  a  reservoir  in  construction  which  is  estimated  will  hold  an  extra  200,000,000 
gallons. 

8634.  What  is  the  yield  from  the  springs  ? — I  suppose  you  refer  to  the  dry  season. 

We  can  get  abundant  water  in  the  winter  time.  The  valuable  feature  of  the  supply 
from  the  springs  is  the  quantity  which  we  can  obtain  from  them  in  the  dry  season,  and 
that  we  estimate  at  from  500,000  to  550,000  gallons  per  day  for  a  period  of  six  months. 

I  have  selected  the  driest  months  for  the  past  five  years.  In  one  year  I  took  six 

Y  months,  in  another  year  seven  months,  and  in  another  year  eight  months,  and  the 
average  worked  out  at  approximately  500,000  gallons  per  day. 

8635.  Is  that  water  stored  anywhere  F — Tes,  it  is  stored.  Every  gallon  is  stored, 
and  is  available.  In  the  winter  time,  when  all  the  reservoirs  are  overflowing,  we  lo 
not  attempt  to  store  all  the  water. 

8636.  Have  you  any  statement  to  make  as  to  the  amount  which  you  can  store  for 
each  head  of  population  ? — That  is  rather  an  ambiguous  question  at  the  moment,  but 
we  estimate  that  for  this  present  year  of  1902  our  storage  capaoity  represents  3,590 
gallons  per  head  of  the  population. 

8637.  What  are  your  population  figures  based  upon  ? — Figures  which  are 
obtained  from  the  Census  Department,  where  I  was  informed  that  the  population  might 
be  estimated  at  80,000  for  Cape  Town  and  Sea  Point. 

8638.  Have  you  any  statement  as  to  the  length  of  the  period  during  which  that 
population  would  have  to  depend  upon  your  storage  capabilities  P  Can  you  say  how 
many  months  ? — I  have  gone  into  that  also.  I  have  got  figures  from  the  Meteorological 
Department,  and  I  have  examined  the  Town  House  figures,  and  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  we  really  have  to  depend  upon  storage  for  six  to  seven  months  in 
eaoh  year. 

8639.  How  much  water  per  capita  per  diem  does  that  give  ? — You  can  take 
280,000,000  gallons  and  divide  it  by  80,000,  and  divide  the  result  by  the  number  of 
days  of  the  dry  season.  There  are  also  many  other  factors  to  be  taken  into  con¬ 
sideration.  You  have  to  consider  amongst  other  things  what  is  the  consumption. 
There  is  consumption  for  various  purposes. 

8640.  But  you  stated  that  you  had  a  storage  of  3,590  gallons  per  head,  and  you 
reckon  the  dry  period  at  six  or  seven  months,  say  180  or  220  days ;  what  under  those 
conditions  is  the  amount  per  capita  per  diem  for,  say,  seven  months,  or  220  days  ? — It 
equals  about  16  gallons  per  head. 

8641.  Consider  the  reservoir  now  under  construction  as  finished,  giving  you  an 
additional  200,000,000  gallons,  and  continuing  to  reckon  the  population  at  80,000, 
what  would  be  the  increased  storage  available  per  capita  ? — Are  you  prepared  to  aocept 
the  population  at  80,000  at  the  time  the  new  reservoir  is  finished ;  the  population  is 
increasing  very  rapidly  ? 

8642.  We  will,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  accept  the  same  basis  of  population  ? 
—About  27  gallons. 

8643.  I  daresay  you  will  agree  that  in  20  years  your  population  will  have  con¬ 
siderably  increased  ? — Yes.  It  will  be  very  considerably  increased  in  much  less  than 
20  years 

8644.  The  point  I  want  to  get  at  is  how  far  the  works  at  present,  either  completed 
or  in  course  of  construction,  are  likely  to  supply  the  population,  allowing  for  the 
normal  rate  of  increase.  In  other  words  to  what  extent  in  your  opinion  do  the  works 
at  present  completed  and  under  construction  provide  for  the  future  wants  of  the 
population  of  the  city  of  Cape  Town  ? — I  am  afraid  the  time  is  very  close  at  hand 
when  we  must  take  some  steps  to  augment  the  supply.  I  may  tell  you  that  in  the 
period  from  1894  up  to  the  30th  April  of  this  year  the  domestic  consumption  has 
increased  74  per  cent,  whilst  for  trade  purposes,  which  means  the  Docks  and,  generally, 
the  trade  in  the  town,  the  increase  lias  been  402  per  cent.  Taking  the  general  daily 
consumption—  that  is  pooling  the  lot — the  increase  is  104  per  cent.  Therefore  to 
estimate  the  requirements  for  another  5  years  is  impossible  except  that  you  can  only 
surmise.  I  may  tell  you  that  I  have  had  statements  of  probable  increase  from  Mr. 
Iiammersley-Heenan  of  the  Docks,  and  we  know  what  Mr.  Price  of  the  Railway 
Department  requires,  so  that  everything  points  to  the  fact  that  long  before  5  years  are 
over  our  heads  we  would  have  to  stop  supplying  the  Railway  Department  unless  we  get 
a  very  much  augmented  source  of  supply. 

8645.  Even  leaving  the  suburbs  out  of  the  question  altogether,  you  consider  it  is 
necessary  to  find  some  other  sources  for  Cape  Town  ? — I  do. 
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w'Reben'  8646.  Do  you  think  that  the  possibilities  of  Table  Mountain  as  a  source  of 
_  supply  have  been  exhausted  or  will  be  exhausted  when  the  new  reservoir  is  in 
Mbv.  ioo2.  working  order  ? — I  am  not  in  possession  of  the  full  statistics  in  reference  to  Table 
Mountain.  Mr.  Stewart  has  them,  but,  judging  from  the  rainfall  and  the  area 
of  catchment,  I  do  not  think  that  you  can  depend  upon  Table  Mountain  for  a  very 
much  larger  supply.  I  think  it  would  be  folly  to  lay  ourselves  out  for  further  small 
works  on  Table  Mountain  when  we  will  be  in  need  of  so  very  much  larger  supplies. 
It  is  useless  going  in  for  small  schemes  when  all  the  possibilities  point  to  something 
very  much  larger  being  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  community. 

8(j47.  Under  present  circumstances,  you  consider  that  you  will  have  to  depend 
upon,  at  the  outside,  500,000,000  gallons  to  carry  you  over  a  6  or  7  months’  drought, 
say,  in  two  years  from  now,  when  you  will  have  also  a  larger  population  ? — Yes,  that, 
together  with  the  springs,  which  will  yield  us  about  half  a  million  gallons  per  day. 

8648.  In  your  time  has  the  storage  of  water  in  the  reservoirs  varied  much  from 
one  year  to  another  ? — We  commence  to  store  at  the  commencement  of  the  dry  season 
— at  the  end  of  September  or  the  middle  of  October — and  we  then  see  that  our 
reservoirs  are  filled  to  overflowing.  Every  gallon  we  can  conserve  is  stored. 

8649.  Has  it  never  been  so  dry  that  you  have  not  been  able  to  fill  your  reservoirs  ? 
— No,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes.  The  rainfall  has  been  ample  to  fill  them  all. 

8650.  But  in  some  years  there  has  been  a  longer  drought  than  others  ? — That  is  so. 

8651.  So  that  in  some  years  there  has  been  a  greater  drain  upon  your  works  than 
in  other  years  ? — That  is  the  case. 

8652.  Have  you  any  record  of  the  actual  consumption  per  head  of  the  population 
in  Cape  Town  ? — We  have  no  record  of  actual  consumption.  We  are  now  beginning 
to  fix  meters  to  get  at  the  total  quantity  consumed,  but,  so  far  as  one  can  judge,  the 
amount  supposed  to  be  consumed  is  a  very  close  approximation  to  the  actual  consumption. 
I  mean,  taking  the  average  of  consumption  for  domestic  and  other  purposes,  the  amount 
consumed  is  represented  by  what  is  paid  for  on  the  dribble  system.  The  actual  con¬ 
sumption  for  all  purposes  is  represented  by  28  to  29  gallons  per  day. 

8653.  Dr.  Anderson .]  On  what  population  is  that  based  ? — 80,000.  We  cannot 
differentiate  between  Cape  Town  and  Sea  Point. 

8654.  Chairman .]  Have  you  found  from  practical  experience  that  the  introduction 
and  general  use  of  water-closets  has  largely  increased  the  requirements  of  water  for 
domestic  purposes  ? — Naturally  it  has  increased  the  requirements.  In  connection  with 
that  matter,  however,  one  has  to  arrive  at  it  by  deduction.  There  is  no  means  of 
ascertaining  it  except  by  taking  the  consumption  in  different  years  and  the  population. 
I  estimate  that  the  increased  consumption  per  head  as  represented  by  water  for  w.o.’s 
and  other  sanitary  purposes  is  about  6  gallons  per  day.  A  certain  portion  of  that  may 
be  accounted  for  in  the  extended  use  of  baths,  but,  generally  speaking,  6  gallons  per 
head  per  day  is  the  difference  between  the  domestic  consumption  of  to-day  and  that  of 
some  few  years  ago. 

8655.  Which  means,  I  presume,  that,  meters  or  no  meters,  the  more  facilities  that 
people  get  for  obtaining  water  the  more  they  use  it  ? — Yes,  and  if  one  can  give  it  there 
is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  have  it,  but  if  they  had  it  by  meter  they  would 
economise  in  a  good  many  cases. 

8656.  The  waterworks,  I  believe,  are  so  placed  that  you  can  supply  every  house  in 
the  city  so  far  as  level  is  concerned? — Yesr every  available  house  in  Cape  Town  with 
perhaps  one  or  two  exceptions. 

8657.  Have  you  any  estimate  of  the  cost  to  the  Corporation  of  the  daily  supply  of 
water  per  head  ? — No,  I  have  not  got  the  financial  statistics.  The  Treasurer’s  Depart¬ 
ment  can  give  that  better  than  I. 

8658.  Does  the  Corporation  charge  for  meter  rent? — Yes.  They  charge  6s. 
per  quarter  for  a  half  inch  supply,  8s.  per  quarter  for  a  three-quarter  inch  and 
10s.  per  quarter  for  a  one  inch.  Larger  sizes  are  charged  proportionately. 

8659.  Is  your  experience  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  say  whether  there  is  any 
economy  in  the  adoption  of  the  meter  system  ? — I  consider  that  there  is.  I  have 
strongly  advised  the  adoption  of  meters  wherever  possible. 

8660.  Does  it  lead  to  a  smaller  consumption  of  water  ? — It  checks  waste.  If  you 
give  a  full  supply  without  any  check,  a  large  proportion  goes  to  waste  ;  whereas  if  you 
use  a  meter  people  know  that  all  the  water  that  goes  through  the  meter  is  charged  tor, 
and  they  do  not  waste  it.  By  other  means  there  is  no  check  whatever,  except  employ¬ 
ing  inspectors  and  prosecuting,  which  is  not  a  pleasant  task. 

8661.  Is  it  in  the  belief  that  the  meter  checks  consumption  that  you  force  people 
to  take  meters  ? — We  do  not  force  people  to  take  meters.  It  is  not  compulsory. 

8662.  To  what  extent  are  meters  used  in  Cape  Town  ? — To  a  very  small  extent. 
There  are  only  130  meters  in  use  at  the  present  time,  but  they  are  being  more  generally 
adopted. 
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8663.  When  you  are  making  your  estimate  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  480,000,000  ^  Q  J&t- 

>  gallons  of  water  which  you  will  have  in  a  few  years,  over  what  area  do  you  propose  to  '  »  __LU  " 

distribute  it  ? — I  have  considered  the  distribution  from  two  or  three  points  of  view.  20th  May,  1902 
I  have  taken  the  domestic  supply  separately,  and  I  have  taken  it  in  conjunction  with 
the  general  trade  and  the  Docks,  and  I  have  taken  all  three  with  the  Kailway.  We 
would  supply  the  Railway  if  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  and  also  the  outside  districts,  by 
which  I  refer  to  Camp’s  Bay  and  part  of  Woodstock. 

8664.  Is  the  charge  to  the  people  in  these  outside  areas  the  same  as  to  those  of  . 

Cape  Town  ? — Yes,  with  the  exception  of  that  part  of  Woodstock  which  we  supply. 

8665.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  two  charges? — Woodstock  is  supplied  by 
^  meter  at  a  charge  of  Is.  6d.  per  1,000  gallons. 

8666.  Is  that  water  supplied  in  bulk  and  distributed  by  the  Woodstock  Munici¬ 
pality  ? — Yes. 

8667.  What  is  the  charge  in  Cape  Town  for  water  by  meter  ? — The  same. 

8668.  Does  the  Corporation  charge  itself  for  the  water  used  upon  the  streets  ? — 

Salt  water  is  used  for  watering  the  streets. 

8669.  For  water  used  in  drinking  fountains  ? — No,  the  quantity  is  so  small  that 
we  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  estimate  it. 

8670.  Does  the  Council  debit  itself  yearly  with  charges  for  fresh  water  P — Yes,  it 
is  in  the  annual  estimate. 

8671.  Is  it  a  mere  nominal  sum  ? — No  ;  it  represents  the  value  of  the  water  con¬ 
sumed.  The  Watpr  Works  Department,  like  any  other  Department,  set!  that  they  are 
paid  for  all  the  fresh  water  used.  There  are  meters,  and  the  amount  and  its  cost  are 
passed  through  the  books  in  the  ordinary  way. 

8672.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  amount  which  has  been  spent  on  the  Cape 
Town  Water  Works  ? — I  have  not  gone  into  the  financial  question  at  all. 

8673.  Have  you  any  statement  with  reference  to  the  comparative  cost  of  water  to 
the  citizens  of  Cape  Town  and  citizens  elsewhere  ? — As  soon  as  I  was  informed  that 
that  question  would  be  put  to  me  I  went  into  the  matter  and  communicated  with 
different  Municipalities  and  bodies  and  obtained  certain  information.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  obtain  any  information  from  Kimberley,  and  I  only  got  the 
information  from  Port  Elizabeth  this  morning.  I  may  say,  at  once,  that  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  compare  city  with  city  in  this  matter.  The  basis  upon 
which  charges  are  made  varies  considerably.  In  one  town  which  I  know  they  charge 
a  certain  amount  upon  the  rack  rent.  Another  town  charges  on  rateable  value,  which 
may  be  ten,  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  annual  value.  Then  aga'u  the  valuations 
of  properties  differ  so  enormously.  A  certain  house  may  be  valued  at  a  certain  sum 
and  the  house  next  door,  apparently  similar  in  all  respects,  may  be  valued  at  a  different 
sum.  Even  in  this  country  alone  the  basis  of  charging  for  water  is  a  varying  quantity. 

In  Cape  Town  we  charge  a  certain  amount  on  the  dribble  system.  For  100  gallons 
per  day  we  charge  £2  5s.  per  annum  with  a  5s.  rebate.  That  is  the  way  the  charge 
is  made  at  Simonstown  and  also  by  the  Suburban  Water  Works  Board,  but  when 
we  come  to  Wynberg  you  find  a  difference.  They  charge  10s.  per  quarter  for  a  property 
under  £200,  and  Is.  6d.  additional  for  every  £100  over  £200.  When  we  come  to 
Durban  the  charge  is  kl.  in  the  £,  on  rateable  value  for  property  situated  220  yards 
from  the  water  main.  For  that  they  are  at  liberty  to  draw  water  to  an  amount  reckoned 
at  Is.  6d.  per  1,000  gallons,  but  recently  reduced  to  Is.  In  Bloemfontein  the  payment 
is  10s.  per  month  for  a  property  valued  at  £500,  and  Is.  per  month  for  every  £100 
over  that.  In  Pietermaritzburg  the  charge  is  ^d.  in  the  £  on  freehold  value.  In  Mel¬ 
bourne  the  charge  is  10s.  on  a  property  of  £20  annual  value.  Therefore  you  see  that 
there  are  annual  values,  rateable  values,  assessment  values,  freehold  values,  and  nett  annual 
values  all  to  consider.  They  vary  so  enormously  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  make 
any  comparison.  In  London  the  charges  vary  from  three  to  four  and  five  per  cent,  on 
the  rateable  value.  The  Chelsea  Waterworks  charge  three  and  four  per  cent. ; 
the  East  London  Waterworks  charge  five  per  cent.  The  Grand  Junction  Company 
say  that  the  charge  is  on  the  rateable  value ;  and  the  same  applies  to  the 
Kent  Water  Company.  The  Lambeth  and  New  River  Companies  do  not 
divulge  their  charges.  The  Southwark  Water  Company  charge  five  per  cent, 
on  the  rateable  value,  and  what  the  amount  is  by  that  we  cannot  judge 
here.  Coming  back  to  Cape  Town,  for  the  sake  of  comparison,  I  have  estimated 
that  a  property  valued  at  £1,500  will  require  a  water  supply  of  200  gallons  per  day, 
which,  at  £2  per  100  gallons,  gives  £4  per  annum.  The  Suburban  Waterworks 
Board  charge  £5 ;  Wynberg’ s  charge  would  be  £1  3s.  per  quarter,  which  is  £4  12s. 
per  year ;  Durban’s  charge  would  be  £3  2s.  6d.  ;  Bloemfontein’s  charge  would  be  £1 
pier  month  or  £12  per  annum ;  Simonstown’s  charge  would  be  £4  12s. ;  Pietermaritz¬ 
burg’s,  £1  11s.  3d. ;  aud  Melbourne’s,  £3.  The  London  charges,  taken  at  five  per 
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Mi-.  cent.,  would  be  about  £0,  with  extras  for  w.c.’s  and  high  level  pressure ;  Glasgow, 

/?.  o.  n  .  Tiherts.  £2  j()s> .  Liverpool,  £3  15s. ;  Manchester,  £4 ;  Southampton,  £6  ;  Paris,  £4  7s  ;  and 
•>0th  M;iv.  1902.  Johannesburg,  at  the  rate  which  was  stated  at  the  Johannesburg  Commission,  would  be 
£36,  but  that  I  feel  sure  is  wrong.  I  think  from  all  these  figures  Cape  Town  stands 
in  a  very  favourable  position. 

8674.  .Do  you  not  find  that  the  man  in  the  street  complains  of  the  enormous 
amount  of  money  spent  on  waterworks  in  Cape  Town  ? — That  is  the  cry  everywhere. 

•  8675.  But  from  your  figures  it  does  not  appear  that  he  is  charged  more  than  else¬ 

where  ? — I  consider  that  Cape  Town  is  in  a  very  favourable  position.  If  we  take  a  house 
valued  at  £500  for  another  comparison,  we  find  that  Cape  Town’s  charges  are  £2  ;  the 
Suburban  Waterworks  Board’s  charge  is  £2  10s.;  Wynberg’s  charges,  £2  12s.; 
Durban’s,  £1  0s.  lOd. ;  Bloemfontein’s,  £5  ;  Simonstown’s,  £2  12s.;  Pietermaritz¬ 
burg’s,  10s.  5d. — and  I  must  say  that  I  cannot  believe  that  supplying  water  at  that 
price  can  possibly  pay  the  Town  Council;  Melbourne’s,  18s.;  London’s,  £1  16s.; 
Glasgow's,  15s.;  Liverpool’s,  £2;  Manchester,  £1  4s.;  Paris,  £2  3s.  4d. ;  and  Johan¬ 
nesburg’s,  £18.  There  again  you  will  see  that  we  occupy  a  central  position  in  the 
table.  For  trade  purposes  it  vvill  also  be  found  that  our  charges  are  fairly  moderate. 
Port  Elizabeth  charges  5s.  per  1,000  gallons;  Cape  Town,  Is.  6d. ;  Wynberg,  Is. 
3d. ;  Simonstown,  Is.  3d. ;  Pietermaritzburg,  Is.  6d. ;  East  London,  3s.  3d. ;  Bloem¬ 
fontein,  5s.  We  come  next  to  the  prices  for  water  to  places  outside  the  Munici¬ 
pality  :  Cape  Town  charges  Is.  6d. ;  Durban,  3s.  ;  Bloemfontein,  6s.  ;  the 
Suburban  Water  Works,  2s.;  and  Simonstown  Is.  7d.  The  charges  to  shipping 
are  10s.  at  Cape  Town  for  every  .1,000  gallons;  at  Port  Elizabeth,  5s.;  at  East 
London  10s.  ;  and  at  Melbourne  3s. 

8676.  There  you  do  not  seem  to  come  out  so  well;  Port  Elizabeth  only  charges 
5s.  per  1,000  gallons  ? — But  the  charge  at  East  London  is  10s.  Od.  I  might  also  say 
that  our  charges  for  building  purposes  and  for  all  other  purposes  are  fairly  moderate. 

8677.  I  suppose  that  when  you  came  here  the  Woodhead  Tunnel  was  in  working- 
order  ? — Yes. 

8678.  Does  a  large  quanity  of  water  come  through  ? — Yes,  through  the  pipes  in 
the  tunnel. 

8679.  Can  you  give  us  the  quantity  that  comes  down  the  tunnel  per  annum  ? — 
The  figures  are  regularly  given.  EYr  the  last  year,  ending  June  30th,  1901,  the 
quantity  which  came  down  from  Table  Mountain  for  all  purposes  was  608,506,312 
gallons. 

8680.  That  represents  the  quantity  of  Avater  supplied  to  Cape  Town  from  your 
collecting  area  on  Table  Mountain  ? — Yes. 

8681.  Can  you  give  us  a  statement  as  to  the  size  of  the  collecting  area  on  Table 
Mountain  ? — Yes,  I  believe  it  is  about  667  acres,  but  I  would  not  care  to  speak 
positively.  Mr.  Stewart  would  be  better  able  to  inform  you  on  that  point. 

8682.  You  do  not  noAV  store  all  the  water  falling  on  that  collecting  area  ? — 
No ;  that  is  the  reason  why  we  are  having  a  second  reservoir  built  on  the  mountain. 

8683.  There  is  no  possibility  of  increasing  your  collecting  area  on  the  top  of  Table 
Mountain? — I  do  not  think  so.  We  might  conserve  small  quantities,  but  what  would 
be  the  good  of  doing  that  Avhen  we  Avant  about  ten  times  the  amount  that  we  could  get 
by  that  means. 

8684.  You  then  are  quite  clear  upon  the  point  that  if  the  Commission  wish  to 
recommend  sources  of  supply  really  worth  taking  into  account  for  Cape  Town,  we  shall 
haA'e  to  go  further  afield  ? — There  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

8685.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  source? — I  know  of  no  source  that  I  can  speak 
of  officially. 

8686.  You  have  not  examined  any? — I  have  been  to  a  number  of  sources  for  one 
purpose  and  another. 

8687.  Have  you  made  any  observations  as  to  the  amount  of  run  off  from  the 
collecting  areas  on  Table  Mountain  ;  I  moan  the  proportion  of  runoff  to  rainfall  ?  — 
Mr.  Stewart  is  in  a  position  to  give  you  that  information. 

8688.  Have  you  any  figures  to  shew  the  proportion  that  runs  to  Avaste  ? — Mr. 
SteAvart  has  all  those  figures,  but  I  do  not  think  there  can  be  much  on  Table  Mountain, 
because  the  water  runs  straight  into  the  reservoir.  It  is  not  like  a  place  where  the 
watershed  runs  into  a  brook,  and  then  gravitates  into  a  reservoir  a  long  distance  arvay. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  only  way  to  do  it  on  Table  Mountain  would  be  to  note  care¬ 
fully  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  reservoir  and  the  quantity  that  runs  to  waste  at  the 
overflow. 

8689.  Dr.  Gregory .]  You  are  the  Hydraulic  Engineer,  and  Mr.  SteAvart  is  the 
Consulting  Engineer  ? — Yes. 
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8690.  Is  there  not  a  large  amount  of  most  necessary  information  in  connection  ^  j^Kobe  -t* 

with  the  water  supply  that  you  are  not  in  possession  of,  and  which  you  should  be  in  '  ‘  _L 
possession  of  ? — That  is  my  opinion.  20tl1  May>  1902 

8691.  It  would  appear  to  me  somewhat  difficult  for  you  to  carry  out  your  duties 
properly,  and  get  a  proper  grip  of  the  work  without  a  good  deal  of  this  information 
which  has  been  asked  for  by  the  Commission  ? — One  has  to  rely,  so  far  as  Table 
Mountain  is  concerned,  upon  Mr.  Stewart’s  figures  and  reports,  but  I  think  it  is  essential 
that  the  whole  of  the  information,  which  should  be  public  property,  should  be  in  my 
possession. 

8692.  It  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Stewart,  but  really  it  belongs  to  the  Muni- 

&  cipality  ? — I  take  it  that  is  so. 

8693.  Have  you  ever  made  application  for  that  information  ? — I  have  made 
application  for  some  information,  but  I  did  not  get  more  than  I  asked  for. 

8694.  Do  you  always  get  what  you  ask  for  ? — Yes. 

8695.  But  still  it  should  not  be  necessary  for  you  to  ask  for  anything  of  that 
description  ;  it  should  be  always  available  ? — I  think  so. 

8696.  Is  it  not  available  in  all  English  schemes  ;  as  soon  as  the  local  authority  has 
oarried  out  any  large  schemes,  are  not  the  data  available  ? — Yes,  in  most  cases,  but  it 
depends,  of  course,  upon  the  engineer. 

8697.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  amount  which  it  was  estimated  these 
reservoirs  would  yield  ? — No,  I  have  not,  but  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  Mr.  Stewart 
was  not  the  engineer  who  commenced  the  construction  of  the  reservoir.  He  took  over 
the  work  after  the  Council  had  practically  decided  to  go  on  with  their  schemes,  but 
then  it  was  a  very  much  smaller  affair.  I  do  not  know  whether,  when  he  took  over,  he 
had  reported  upon  the  capabilities  of  the  watershed. 

8698.  So  that  you  do  not  know  how  far  anticipation  has  been  fulfilled  in  the 
matter  of  the  Table  Mountain  reservoir  ? — No. 

8699.  You  say  that  the  Woodhead  reservoir  stores  225,000,000  gallons  of  water, 
and  practically  has  to  store  that  amount  for  six  or  seven  months  during  the 
dry  season  ? — We  store  225,000,000  gallons  in  the  reservoir  at  the  commencement  of 
the  dry  season,  and  it  diminishes  very  rapidly. 

8700.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  what  the  loss  is  by  evaporation  ? — We  know 
the  evaporation  at  the  Molteno  reservoir. 

8701.  But  I  am  referring  to  the  Woodhead  reservoir? — I  thiuk  it  will  be 
proportionately  less  than  at  the  Molteno  reservoir,  but  Mr.  Stewart,  again,  will  have 
those  figures. 

87  02.  Can  you  give  us  the  figures  relating  to  the  Molteno  reservoir  evaporation  ? — 

Yes,  I  can  give  you  the  annual  returns  from  1894  to  1901.  In  1894,  61*45  inches  were 
evaporated;  in  1895,  53*79;  1896,  57*21;  1897,  55*70;  1898,  57*34;  1899,  61*21  ; 

1900,  57*85,  and  1901,  57*43. 

8703.  What  proportion  of  the  capacity  of  the  reservoir  does  that  mean  ? — It 
means  practically  5  feet  out  of  a  total  depth  of  39  feet  6  inches. 

8704.  Then  you  do  not  know  the  loss  by  evaporation  at  the  Woodhead  reservoir  ? 

— No  ;  I  do  not  know  even  whether  it  is  kept  or  not. 

8705.  Is  it  not  important  that  it  should  be  kept  ? — Certainly. 

8706.  An  evaporation  of  5  feet  from  the  Woodhead  reservoir  would  mean  a  very 
large  number  of  gallons,  I  presume  ? — It  means,  roughly  speaking,  6,000,000  at  the 
Molteno  reservoir.  The  Woodhead  reservoir  is  a  totally  different  thing.  It  -would 
not  be  fair  to  take  5  feet  from  the  top  of  the  Woodhead  reservoir  as  the  basis  of  loss. 

As  that  reservoir  is  depleted  its  capacity  does  not  diminish  according  to  the  ratio  of 
the  depth.  The  surface  of  exposure  diminishes  rapidly  in  the  Woodhead  reservoir. 

8707.  But  the  area  for  evaporation  would  diminish  equally  ? — It  would  decrease 
iu  proportion  to  the  depth. 

8708.  What  is  the  smallest  height  of  water  you  have  gone  to  at  tho  Woodhead 
reservoir  ? — Sixty  or  seventy  feet. 

8709.  And  what  is  the  greatest  height  the  water  has  reached  there? — 122  feet. 

8710.  Well,  let  us  take  the  height  of  water  at  a  mean,  say,  of  90  feet  in  tho  reservoir  ; 
what  would  the  loss  of  five  feet  from  that  mean  height  in  gallons? — Taking  it  very 
roughly,  I  should  estimate  that  a  loss  of  five  feet  of  that  height  would  mean  a  reduction 
of  something  like  15,000,000  gallons. 

8711.  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  that  we  might  take  that  as  the  loss  by  evapora¬ 
tion  there  ? — Roughly  speaking,  I  think  you  might,  but  if  you  want  correct  figures  I 
daresay  1  could  get  them  for  you. 

8712.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Then  your  storage  capacity  of  225,000,000  gallons  might  be 
reduced  by  the  loss  of  10, 000, 000  or  15,000,000  gallons? — Yes. 

8713.  But  you  who  are  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  water  supply  of  the  Munici¬ 
pality  have  not  sufficient  data  at  your  disposal  to  calculate  it  out  ? — No. 
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^r-,  8714.  Where  you  are  run  so  olose  to  your  storage  capacity  in  the  reservoirs  during  the 

n.  a.  >r.  Av  ’!>  >.  qrv  season,  a  matter  of  10,000,000  or  15,000,000  gallons  is  a  very  considerable  difference, 
-Otti  May,  1902.  js  it  not  ?■ — A  very  considerable  difference. 

8715.  Did  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  you  were  unable  to  give  us  a  statement  of 
the  cost  of  the  two  reservoirs? — The  existing  reservoir  cost  £147,000. 

8716.  And  what  is  to  be  the  cost  of  the  one  under  construction  ? — It  was  estimated 
to  cost  £120,000,  but  it  will  cost  a  goo  l  deal  more. 

8717.  What  was  the  Woodhead  reservoir  estimated  to  cost  ? — In  its  present  state 
1  cannot  tell  what  the  estimate  was.  The  original  scheme  was  for  £50,000,  but  that 
was  for  a  dam  70  feet  high  witli  a  storage  capacity  of  30,000,000  gallons.  They, 
however,  decided  to  go  a  little  higher  to  get  a  storage  capacity  of  90,000,000  ;  then  a 
little  higher  to  get  a  storage  capacity  of  110,000,000  ;  and  finally  they  decided  upon 
the  reservoir  as  it  at  present  stands.  They  considered  various  schemes  aud  the  holding 
capacities  at  each  height.  Estimates  of  the  cost  were  prepared  for  each  successive 
scheme,  I  believe,  but  I  cannot  state  what  those  estimates  were. 

8718.  You  say  that  there  will  be  a  considerable  increase  of  cost  over  estimate  for 
the  additional  reservoir  now  beiug  constructed  ? — Yes. 

8719  What  is  that  due  to  ? — Various  reasons.  Cost  of  labour,  cost  of  material 
and  contingencies. 


8720.  What  do  you  call  contingencies  ? — They  occur  in  every  engineering  work. 
They  are  unforeseen,  and  cannot  be  provided  for. 

8721.  What  would  be  the  extent  of  the  increased  cost,  speaking  approximately  ? — 

I  really  cannot  tell ;  Mr.  Stewart  is  the  only  one  who  can  give  you  information  upon  that 
point. 

8722.  Surely  you  should  be  in  a  position  to  give  some  information,  if  only  approxi¬ 
mate  information,  on  a  matter  of  that  description  ? — I  could  not  say  that,  seeing  that 
they  are  works  in  course  of  construction.  If  they  were  practically  completed  I  should 
say  “  Yes,”  but  as  they  are  in  course  of  completion  I  should  say  it  should  b9  left  to  the 
Consulting  Engineer.  There  should  not  be  too  many  cooks  at  work  upon  the  broth. 

8723.  There  have  been  statements  made  alleging  that  the  Woodhead  reservoir 
leaks  more  or  less.  Are  there  any  grounds  for  these  popular  opinions? — Not  to  my 
knowledge.  The  reservoir  is  practically  sound,  and  does  not  lose  water  except  that 
which  is  drawn  from  it. 

8724.  What  test  do  you  apply  for  that? — The  best  test  is  to  take  the  water 
coming  down  from  the  reservoir  and  subtract  it  from  the  amount  still  left  in  the 
reservoir  with  a  percentage  for  loss  by  evaporation  and  percolation,  which  you  cannot 
get  rid  of  in  any  reservoir,  and  we  find  that  that  represents  the  water  sent  down  to 
town. 

8725.  So  that  in  3  our  opinion  such  remarks  are  quite  without  foundation  ? — Quite. 

8726.  You  say  that  you  reckon  the  populatio a  of  Cape  Town  aud  Sea  Point  at 
80,000  ? — Yes,  and  I  have  grounds  for  believing  that  is  the  populatiou. 

8727.  Is  it  not  already  considerably  over  that  number  ? — I  do  not  profess  to  be 
able  to  speak  with  authority  whether  it  is  or  is  not ;  but  all  I  can  say  is,  that  I 
thought  I  would  satisfy  the  Commission  by  going  to  the  Census  Department  and  I 
did  so. 

8728.  But  are  not  the  Census  Department’s  figures  based  on  the  proportionate 
increase  taking  place  between  the  two  last  censuses  ?— Ido  not  know  how  they  arrive  at 
their  figures. 

8729.  But  as  City  Engineer,  does  it  appear  to  }'ou  that  80,000  is  likely  to 
represent  a  correct  estimate  of  the  population  of  Cape  Town  and  Sea  Point? — Six 
months  ago  a  similar  question  was  put  to  me  as  to  what  was  the  population  of  the 
area  supplied  with  water  by  Cape  Town.  The  information  was  required  in  connection 
with  the  Johannesburg  Commission.  Witli  no  data  before  me  except  my  own  judgment, 
and  what  I  could  gather  from  such  figures  as  I  could  pick  up,  I  estimated  the  popu¬ 
lation  at  80,000.  When  I  went  to  the  Census  Department  a  fortnight  ago  and 
applied  to  them  for  an  estimate,  I  was  pleased  to  note  that  they  bore  me  out.  I  must 
say  that  mine  was  a  pure  estimate  and  I  had  no  guarantee  that  it  was  correct. 

8730.  You  stated  that  the  average  amount  of  water  supplied  per  head  was  28'9 
gallons  ? — Yes. 

8731.  That  is  the  average  daily  amount  throughout  the  year? — Yes  ;  I  would  not 
attempt  to  give  anything  more  detailed  in  that  connection  without  a  formidable  enquiry 
into  the  figures.  For  the  purposes  of  this  Commission  I  have  endeavoured  to  supply 
data  as  recent  as  possible. 

8732.  On  what  data  was  this  estimate  of  consumption  based? — Data  obtained 
within  the  last  few  months. 

8733.  But  during  the  dry  season  the  consumption  cannot  be  more  than  16  gallons 
per  head,  because  you  have  not  got  it  to  give  ? — 1  think  we  are  arguing  from  different 
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figures  at  present  on  this  16  gallons  question.  You  are  arguing  a  seven  months’ 
storage,  hut  we  have  not  got  a  seven  months’  storage  at  present.  Before  I  speak  more 
particularly  on  this  matter  I  would  like  to  go  more  carefully  into  the  figures. 

8734.  Would  you  mind  giving  us  the  average  daily  consumption  taken  through¬ 
out  the  year  when  you  correct  your  evidence? — Yes,  I  will  do  so. 

8735.  As  well  as  the  average  daily  consumption  during  the  dry  season? — Yes,  I 
will  endeavour  to  do  so. 

8736.  You  can  also  give  ns  the  minimum  daily  supply  per  head  which  you  have 
supplied  ? — In  what  period  ? 

8737.  Not  the  average,  but  the  minimum  during  the  past  18  months? — Yes;  I 
think  that  can  be  found  in  my  annual  report,  at  least  approximately.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  give  exact  figures,  because  we  have  not  got  the  appliances  for  arriving  at 
them.  At  present  what  wo  principally  do  is  to  turn  on  the  water,  and  the  people’s  taps 
are  gauged  to  run  the  quantity  of  gallons  for  which  they  have  paid. 

8738.  Don’t  you  know  what  is  flowing  thro  lgh  your  mains  each  day  ? — We  shall 
be  able  to  tell  now.  We  could  not  tell  before.  I?  tie  drawback  in  the  past  was  that  we 
had  to  rely  on  long  periods — a  fortnight,  a  month,  six  months  or  even  twelve  months 
periods.  We  did  not  get  the  average  daily. 

8739.  You  will  be  able  to  do  so  in  future  ? — Yes. 

8740.  I  want  to  see  how  far  your  supply  is  at  present  inadequate  ? — Yes;  during 
the  drought  I  wanted  to  keep  my  eye  on  the  actual  consumption,  and  I  took  a  way  of 
arriving  at  it.  I  took  certain  measurements  where  I  have  just  recently  installed  the 
meters.  I  had  to  take  a  daily  gauging,  but  it  was  only  an  approximation.  I  could 
not  get  a  reliable  figure,  but  it  gave  a  sufficient  guide  iu  con  nection  with  the  drought. 

8741.  When  is  this  new  reservoir  likely  to  be  completed?— I  am  sorry  to  say  I 
am  no  prophet,  but  I  think  iu  about  18  months. 

8742.  So  that,  even  with  the  increased  storage  capacity  that  this  new  reservoir 
will  give  to  you  when  completed  in  18  months’  time,  your  Municipality  will  still  be  in 
a  dangerous  position  as  regards  water  supply  during  a  prolonged  drought  ? — I  would 
not  say  a  dangerous  position.  I  do  not  think  you  have  chosen  the  proper  adjective. 

8743.  Well  at  anyrate  you  might  be  in  an  unsatisfactory  position  in  the  face  of  a 
long  drought  ? — I  will  put  it  in  this  form  :  the  Council  must  look  out  for  fresh  supplies 
without  delay. 

8744.  What  is  the  longest  period  iu  your  opinion  that  the  town  eould  wait  without 
getting  a  fresh  supply  ? — The  town  cannot  wait ;  we  must  go  in  for  it  now. 

8745.  I  mean  for  a  fresh  supply  to  be  completed? — It  all  depends.  It  is 
impossible  to  give  any  criterion  to  work  upon.  If  the  domestic  consumption  increases 
and  the  trade  consumption,  and  the  consumption  at  the  Docks  increases  in  the  future 
in  the  same  ratio  as  it  has  done  in  the  past,  we  shall  have  exceeded  our  supply  in  two 
years’  time. 

8746.  Then  you  consider  that  in  two  years’  time  you  ought  to  have  a  new  scheme 
in  working  order  ? — Yes,  in  two  or  three  years’  time,  accepting  these  increases  as  what 
will  probably  happen. 

8747.  Any  new  scheme  will  take  a  considerable  number  of  years  to  complete,  will 
it  not  ? — It  depends  upon  how  long  this  Commission  is  going  to  sit  for  a  start. 

8748.  But  the  construction  of  the  scheme  itself  would  take  some  time  ? — Yes,  of 
a  scheme  of  any  magnitude,  say  10,000,000  gallons  per  day.  Such  a  scheme  as  that 
could  not  be  carried  out  under  five  years. 

8749.  So  that  if  the  requirements  for  water  are  to  go  on  increasing  as  they  have  been 
in  the  last  year  or  two,  the  Municipality  is  likely  to  be  in  a  difficult  position  before 
another  suitable  scheme  can  be  complete!? — Yes,  I  thiuk  I  may  accept  that 

8750.  And  therefore,  if  an  auxiliary  supply  can  be  obtained  of  2,000,000  or 
3,000,000  gallons  per  day  from  Table  Mountain  or  in  the  Peninsula  it  should  be 
secured  at  once  ? — What  !  2,000,000  or  3,000,000  gallons  per  day  ? 

8751.  Yes.— Prom  the  mountain  ? 

8752.  Yes. — To  supplement  the  present  water  supply  of  Cape  Town  ? 

8753.  Yes. — A  scheme  to  raise  2,000,000  or  3,000,000  gallons  per  day  in  addition 
to  the  present  supply  from  Table  Mountain,  when  we  have  completed  the  two  reservoirs 
on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  is  not  there  to  be  got. 

8754.  Chairman .]  When  was  the  foundation  stone  of  the  Woodhead  reservoir 
laid? — On  the  29th  March,  1900;  but  at  that  time  excavations  had  been  made  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  had  been  done.  The  Woodhead  reservoir  was  commenced 
in  1893  and  completed  in  1897. 

8755.  Dr.  Gregory.']  Is  not  that  rather  a  slow  rate  of  progress  ? — I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  judge. 

8756.  But  I  mean  as  compared  with  similar  works  in  England  ? — That  is  not  a 
fair  comparison  ;  but  oven  if  you  take  Birmingham  or  Liverpool,  or  any  works  of  con- 
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Mv.  siderable  magnitude,  no  engineer  can  lay  down  a  time  within  which  they  will  ho 
a.  i  finished.  Tlie  Birmingham  Waterworks  have  taken  a  considerable  period  over  the 

-Oih  May,  1902.  time  they  were  expected  to  take.  The  Liverpool  scheme  also  occupied  a  long  time 
above  that  which  was  estimated,  and  the  estimated  cost  was  exceeded  very  largely. 
Even  engineers  of  the  very  highest  reputation  in  England  have  been  considerably  out 
in  their  estimates. 

8757.  But  the  cases  you  have  mentioned  have  been  works  costing  millions  of 
money  ? — That  is  so. 

8758.  Whereas  the  Woodhead  Reservoir  and  the  reservoir  now  under  construc¬ 
tion  have  only  cost  hundreds  of  thousands  ? — But  the  difficulties  here  have  been  incom¬ 
parably  greater.  There  they  have  railways  running  right  on  the  top  of  their  highest 
dam,  labour  is  plentiful,  and  good  and  cheap,  but  you  cannot  get  it  here.  You  must 
depend  upon  circumstances. 

8759.  In  any  future  water  scheme  would  you  as  an  engineer  be  inclined  to 
recommend  one  general  scheme  for  the  whole  Peninsula  ? —  I  would,  but  I  would  not 
mean  by  that  down  as  far  as  Simonstown. 

8760.  You  would  at  any  rate  include  Wynberg  or  Kalk  Bay  ? — Yes.  The 
advantage  from  one  huge  scheme  would  be  very  great,  but  a  suitable  place  is  yet  to  be 
found. 

8761.  Are  you  aware  if  there  is  any  scheme  likely  to  supply  sufficient  water 
for  such  a  purpose  ? — My  present  knowledge  is  not  sufficient  guide  for  me  to  speak 
upon  the  point.  I  have  inspected  some  of  the  schemes. 

8762.  Would  the  information  you  have  got  be  of  any  service  to  the  Commission 
if  the  Town  Council  permitted  it  to  be  put  in  ? — I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give,  even  the 
Town  Council,  any  information  uutil  I  have  gone  into  it  more  carefully.  I  have 
given  a  slight  outline  but  it  is  not  reliable.  I  have  arranged  for  some  data,  but  owing 
to  enquiries  on  behalf  of  this  Commission  I  have  been  delayed  in  the  matter. 

8763.  A  large  scheme  such  as  you  suggest  would,  apart  from  the  economy  in  the 
engineering,  be  also  more  economical  in  the  general  working  after  it  was  once  estab¬ 
lished.  There  would  only  be  one  water  engineer  and  one  water  staff  ? — Yes  ;  but  it  would 
not  be  cheaper  to  form  another  body.  It  would  only  be  adding  to  the  expense.  If  you 
had  a  Water  Board,  which  is  so  much  talked  about,  it  would  be  a  further  burden  on 
the  ratepayers  without  representing  any  particular  advantage.  If  a  simple  amalgama¬ 
tion  of  existing  boards,  without  the  creation  of  a  new  body,  could  be  brought  about  it 
would  be  an  advantage,  but  it  would  be  no  advantage  to  have  another  distinct 
authority. 

8764.  How  would  the  larger  authority  increase  the  expenditure? — By  duplicating 
the  staff  and  everything. 

8765.  But  the  water  staff  is  distinct  from  the  other  staffs  in  Cape  Town,  is  it 
not? — Yes,  and  woidd  remain  distinct.  The  Water  Board  means  that  you  have  a 
Water  Board  for  supplying  .the  water  in  bulk,  which  the  Municipalities  concerned 
would  have  to  distribute. 

8766.  No ;  what  is  suggested  is  that  the  Water  Board  would  distribute  the  water 
and  do  everything  from  first  to  last  ? — I  do  not  see  how  that  could  be  done.  A  Water 
Board  could  not  do  it.  First  of  all  there  would  be  the  absorption  of  the  schemes  which 
have  been  already  laid  out,  where  the  ratepayers  have  accepted  the  liability  and  the 
expenditure,  and  you  are  going  to  put  them  under  a  Water  Board.  It  would  be 
grossly  unfair  to  take  the  freehold,  rights  of  the  ratepayers  and  p  ut  them  in  the  hands 
of  another  body.  Water  Boards  have  not  been  found  of  any  great  advantage  in  the  old 
country.  The  practice  in  the  old  country  is  for  a  leading  city  to  take  the  work  in  hand, 
and  supply  the  towns  which  lie  bet  ween  the  source  and  itself.  Take  Liverpool,  for  instance  : 
by  it3  huge  scheme  it  supplies  or  can  supplj'  every  Municipality  on  the  road  of  its  pipes. 
The  water  can  be  given  to  them  at  little  or  no  expense.  The  Liverpool  Corporation  have 
laid  down  a  main  of  practically  90  miles  in  length,  and  supply,  I  believe,  32  towns  and 
villages  on  the  route  of  the  pipe,  in  addition  to  the  large  adjoining  Corporation  of 
Bootle.  If  there  had  been  any  great  advantage  in  the  formation  of  Water  Boards  it 
would  have  been  done  at  Home  long  ago.  The  only  purpose  they  could  serve  would 
be  in  the  way  of  settling  jealousies  where  a  good  work  was  hindered  by  one  body  being 
afraid  of  another  getting  more  than  its  share.  Where,  however,  there  is  a  large  city 
capable  of  undertaking  a  large  scheme,  and  of  financing  it  and  seeing  it  through,  as 
has  been  already  proved  we  are  able  to  do,  it  i3  better  left  in  the  hands  of 
such  a  body.  A  large  comprehensive  scheme  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  whole  Penin¬ 
sula  might  be  left  to  such  a  body  as  our  Council  in  the  same  way  as  large  schemes  at 
Home  are  left  to  the  large  Councils  there.  Glasgow  is  another  instance.  A  large 
number  of  towns  and  villages  receive  their  supplies  from  its  mains.  There  is  no  talk  of 
a  Water  Board  there.  Glasgow  is  the  premier  city,  and  the  smaller  places  round  about 
have  decided' that  Glasgow  should  see  the  thing  through. 
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8767.  Then  you  think  Cape  Town  should  carry  this  water  scheme  through  ? — Aes,  ^  ^  jp^lioliert* 
I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not.  It  lias  the  staff  and  every  facility  for  doing  the  l'  ' 

work,  which  not  a  single  Municipality  in  the  Peninsula  possesses.  _  -0t'1  May’  19°- 

8768.  But  who  would  have  to  raise  the  money  in  such  a  caBe  and  be  responsible 
for  the  work  ? — The  Corporation  of  Cape  Town. 

8769.  Then  Cape  Town  would  have  to  carry  out  this  scheme  at  its  own  expense  and 
would  sell  the  water  to  the  other  Municipalities  in  the  Peninsula? — That  is,  to  me, 
obviously  the  most  reasonable  way  of  doing  the  work.  Of  course  you  could  not 
tolerate  competitive  Water  Companies  within  that  area  a3  well. 

8770.  Then  you  would  give  Cape  Town  the  power  to  wipe  out  all  the  other 
schemes  in  the  Peninsula? — To  absorb  them. 

8771.  Then  Cape  Town  would  be  absorbing  schemes  of  waterworks  within  the 
areas  of  other  Municipalities  ? — I  do  not  say  that  it  is  necessary  to  go  right  down  to 
Kalk  Bay,  but  within  the  area  prescribed. 

8772.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  other  Municipalities  would  demur  to — that 
Woodstock,  for  instance? — Not  if  one  could  point  out  to  them  that  it  was  to  their 
advantage. 

8773.  But  would  they  not  want  some  voice  in  the  management  ? — What  voice 
could  they  want?  It  would  be  a  mere  commercial  transaction.  If  a  person  buys  a 
pound  of  sugar  he  does  not  want  any  voice  in  the  management  of  the  grocery  business. 

8774.  But  Woodstock  and  other  places  have  their  own  schemes,  in  which  they 
take  considerable  interest,  and  they  might  not  be  willing  to  allow  them  to  be  absorbed 
in  the  scheme  of  another  Municipality  ? — A  mere  casual  discussion  here  does  not  bring 
us  much  further  as  to  what  a  large  scheme  for  the  advantage  of  the  whole  ‘Peninsula 
might  consist  of ;  and  as  to  the  oth  er  schemes  which  have  been  spoken  about,  they  might 
be  suitable  or  they  might  not. 


WEDNESDAY,  2  1st  MAY,  1902. 

Present  : 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Bekry  [Chairman). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory.  Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson.  Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Vileiers. 

Messrs.  Edwin  John  Ear//  (Mayor  of  Rondebosch),  John  Andrews  (Town  Councillor 
of  Rondebosch),  and  William  Alexander  Batchelor  (Town  Clerk  of  Ronde- 
bosch)  further  examined.  [ Mr.  Earp  answered  all  the  questions  from  this 
stage.] 

8775.  Chairman  At  your  last  examination,  Mr.  Earp,  I  think  you  had  arrived  Messrs. 

at  the  point  of  stating  that  your  Municipality  was  prepared  to  take  over  the  manage-  „J' t^/r7u  ■ 

ment  and  maintenance  of  the  main  roads  passing  through  your  Municipality,  and  in  .(nd  * 
addition  to  that  your  Council,  you  stated,  was  prepared  to  make  a  contribution  towards  W.  A.  Jiatchehr. 
the  upkeep  of  the  roads  outside  Municipal  areas  ? — Yes  ;  we  would  take  over  not  only  2i9t  May.  1902 
main  roads  but  all  divisional  roads  within  our  Municipal  area.  I  have  no  definite 
resolution  from  the  Council  to  that  effect,  but  I  take  it  that  that  would  be  their  view 
on  this  matter. 

8776.  And  consequent  upon  that,  I  suppose  your  Municipal  Council  would  be  of 
opinion  that  the  Divisional  Council  should  cease  to  rate  property  within  your  Municipal 
area  ? — Certainly. 

877  7.  And- consequent  upon  that  also,  your  Municipality  would  require  additional 
rating  powers,  in  order  to  get  such  part  of  the  revenue  at  present  flowing  into  the 
coffers  of  the  Divisional  Couucil  diverted  into  the  Municipal  exchequer  as  would  be 
necessary  in  view  of  the  additional  responsibilities  ? — Of  course  we  would  require  that 
revenue  for  tire  maintenance  of  the  roads  which  we  take  over  from  the  Divisional 
Council,  and  which  are  at  present  kept  in  proper  repair  by  them. 

8778.  Do  you  think  you  could  maintain  the  roads  as  economically  as  the  Divi¬ 
sional  Council  maintains  them  ? — I  should  say  quite  as  economically'. 
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Messrs. 

F.  J.  Earp, 

John  Andretcs 
and 

ir.  A.  Batchelor. 
21s*;  May,  1902. 


8779.  In  the  event  of  the  proposed  arrangement  going  through,  do  your  Council 
think  it  necessary  that  they  should  be  represented  ? — I  don’t  quite  understand.  Do 
you  mean  represented  on  the  Divisional  Council  ? 

8780.  Yes.  You  remember  that  one  of  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  Con¬ 
ference  was  to  the  effect  that,  if  the  Municipalities  should  agree  to  the  arrangement 
which  has  already  been  rehearsed,  such  Municipalities  should  be  represented  by  their 
nominee  on  the  Divisional  Council  ? — Yes,  that  seems  a  very  reasonable  proposition. 

8781.  The  question  was  as  between  nomination  by  the  Municipal  Council  and 
election  by  the  ratepayers  direct? — Yes. 

8782.  And  the  Conference  seemed  to  approve  rather  of  the  method  of  delegation 
by  the  Municipal  Councils  ? — Yes  ;  I  was  not  present  at  the  time,  but  I  fancy  that 
would  meet  the  case  ;  that  is  to  say,  by  a  representative  of  the  Council  being  chosen 
as  a  delegate  to  serve  on  the  Board  of  which  you  spoke. 

8783.  On  the  subject  of  lighting,  Mr.  Earp  :  you  have  at  present  an  arrangement 
with  the  Cape  Peninsula  Electric  Lighting  Company? — Yes,  we  are  supplied  by  them 
with  light  under  an  arrangement. 

8784.  I  understand  however  that  at  present  negotiations  are  being  carried  on  by 
the  Council  with  reference  to  a  further  agreement  ? — That  is  so. 

8785.  You  want  some  change? — Yes,  we  have  a  meeting  to-night  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  various  Councils  to  discuss  the  matter. 

8786.  Do  the  Councils  think  that  they  should  obtain  a  more  favourable  settle¬ 
ment  of  terms  from  the  Company  ? — Yes,  that  is  generally  the  view.  I  think  they 
also  incline  to  the  view  that  ultimately  the  electric  lighting  works  should  be  the 
property  of  the  Councils.  That  is  my  view. 

8787.  The  franchise  of  the  Company  is  just  about  to  expire  at  the  present  time  ? — 
Yes,  in  some  cases.  I  have  not  got  the  particulars  of  the  various  contracts ;  they  do 
not  all  expire  at  the  same  time,  but  are  for  various  periods. 

8788.  But  the  Municipalities  are  not  at  the  present  moment  contemplating  to  take 
over  the  Company’s  plant  and  works  ? — That  is  a  matter  for  discussion  at  this  evening’s 
meeting  of  the  representatives  of  the  various  Councils.  They  wish  to  go  into  the 
matter  in  order  to  see  whether  it  is  practicable  for  the  Councils  to  take  over  the  works 
or  not.  That  subject  is  at  present  being  discussed. 

8789.  Then  perhaps  we  had  better  not  examine  further  on  the  subject  now.  We 
may  perhaps  get  further  evidence  at  a  later  stage  ? — Yes,  that  would  be  better. 

8790.  Did  you  happen  to  see  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Clark,  the  Government 
Electrician  ? — No,  I  have  not  seen  it. 

8791.  The  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Clark  is  so  far  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  of 
the  Municipalities ;  they  must  be  interested  in  certain  of  the  points  upon  which  he  gave 
his  evidence.  Mr.  Clark’s  evidence  seems  to  indicate  that  perhaps  the  change  from 
Company  supply  to  Municipal  supply  would  not  be,  at  the  present  time,  altogether  so 
advantageous,  but  that  is  a  matter  that  you  are  going  to  discuss  now  ? — Yes  ;  I  should 
like  to  peruse  Mr.  Clark’s  evidence  if  I  could  get  a  copy. 

8792.  The  points  dealt  with  by  Mr.  Clark  were  fairly  well  brought  out  in  the  news¬ 
papers’  report ;  did  you  happen  to  see  that  ? — I  might  have  glanced  at  it,  but  I  did  not 
read  it  carefully. 

8793.  I  hand  you  a  copy  of  Mr.  Clark’s  evidence  which  must  be  treated  by  you 
as  semi-confidential  and  returned  to  us  ? — Thank  you ;  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  perusing  the  evidence,  and  I  will  see  that  it  is  returned  to  the  Com¬ 
mission. 

8794.  We  now  pass  on  to  the  next  subject — wash-houses  and  miscellaneous  works. 
Have  you  any  wash-houses  in  Rondebosch  ? — Yes. 

8795.  Were  they  erected  by  the  Municipality,  and  are  they  maintained  by  the 
Municipality  ? — Yes. 

8796.  Are  they  very  well  patronised  ? — Very  well  indeed ;  they  have  proved  a 
great  boon  to  the  Municipality  and  to  the  people. 

8797.  I  understand  that  you  had  to  purchase  the  ground  on  which  you  erected 
them  ? — Quite  so. 

8798.  And  you  have  taken  the  water  there  by  pipe  ? — Yes. 

8799.  And  the  charge  made  includes  the  water  supply  ? — Yes,  a  charge  of  three 
pence  a  day  is  made. 

8800.  Do  you  permit  washing  to  be  done  on  private  premises? — Not  where  it 
would  cause  any  flow  into  the  Municipal  roads,  or  where  it  is  likely  to  create  a  nuisance. 

8801.  It  may  be  done  to  some  extent,  but  no  one  is  allowed  to  empty  wash- water 
into  the  public  gutters  ? — Quite  so. 

8802.  When  the  washing  is  done  on  private  property  do  you  undertake  to  remove 
the  water  ? — We  would  remove  a  reasonable  quantity  of  wafer,  but  if  washing  were 
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done  on  private  property  to  any  very  large  extent  we  could  not  undertake  to  remove  the 
quantity  of  water  which  would  he  required  for  that  purpose. 

8803.  Have  people  ever  been  prosecuted  in  your  Municipality  for  inattention  or 
neglect  in  that  respect? — Yes,  they  have. 

8804.  Where  does  the  waste  water  from  the  wash-houses  flow  to  ? — To  adjoining 
land  ;  we  have  now  a  thriving  plantation  there  of  young  trees  and  we  are  planting 
some  more. 

8805.  So  that  it  is  no  source  of  danger  to  the  public  health  ? — No;  the  wash-houses 
are  extremely  useful  where  they  are  now,  and  the  waste  water  is  utilised  iu  the 
plantation. 

8806.  Are  there  any  other  public  works  of  any  magnitude  in  Rondebosch  ? — We 
^  have  the  following  works  :  One  Tannery,  two  Aerated  water  factories,  Match  factory, 

Flour  mill,  and  then  there  is  a  slaughter-house,  but  I  don’t  know  that  that  could  be 
reckoned  as  a  work  of  any  magnitude. 

8807.  Where  does  the  refuse  of  the  tannery  go  to  ? — The  liquid  is  convej'ed  by 
pipes  to  land  on  the  bounds  of  the  Municipal  area. 

8808.  Is  it  carried  in  the  same  direction  as  the  wash-house  waste  ? — About  a  mile 
from  there. 

8809.  And  it  has  not  been  found  to  be  a  nuisance  to  the  neighbourhood  at  all  ? — 
Not  generally ;  complaints  have  been  made  occasionally,  but  the  tannery  can  sarcely  be 
regarded  as  having  caused  a  nuisance. 

8810.  Is  tanning  a  very  large  industry  there  ? — Yes,  fairly  large — they  employ 
about  150  hands. 

8811.  But  1  suppose  it  is  under  Municipal  surveillance  ? — Oh,  yes  ;  it  is  inspected 
from  time  to  time. 

8812.  There  is  no  slaughtering  of  animals  out  there  ? — -None  whatever. 

8813.  And  your  public  slaughter-houses  ? — Now  they  are  very  satisfactory.  One 
which  we  inspected  about  three  weeks  ago  is  quite  an  up  to-date  one — it  is  cleanly, 
neatfy  tiled,  and  has  an  excellent  floor. 

8814.  Have  you  any  public  slaughter-houses  under  the  management  and  control 
of  the  Municipality  ? — No,  we  have  no  public  slaughter-house  ;  the  one  I  speak  of  is 
a  private  one  and  belonging  to  Messrs  Tregidga  &  Co. 

8815.  Where  is  that  situated  ?  —On  the  outskirts  of  the  Municipal  boundar3r. 

8816.  And  that  is  inspected  from  time  to  time  ? — Yes,  an  Inspector  goes  round 
regularly  to  inspect  it,  and  then  the  Council  also  make  periodical  inspections. 

8817.  Do  they  inspect  the  meat  also  ? — The  meat  is  inspected  also,  but  I  don’t 
know  whether  that  is  done  regularly. 

8818.  You  have  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  there  ? — Yes. 

8819.  Have  reports  ever  been  made  about  unfit  meat  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

8820.  Are  there  any  public  parks  or  public  cricket  or  football  grounds  ? — Only 
the  land  kuown  as  “church  lands”  to  which  I  referred  in  my  previous  evidence. 

8821.  Have  you  any  public  bath  ? — None  in  Rondebosch. 

8822.  Have  you  ever  made  any  grants  of  public  land  to  any  schools  ? — None. 
With  regard  to  the  value  of  the  wash-houses  I  can,  if  it  is  agreeable  to  the  Commission, 
put  iu  a  statement  now.  Since  the  last  occasion  when  I  gave  evidence  we  have  had 
the  valuation  made  by  Mr.  Fock,  and  his  report  upon  that  is  as  follows  : — 


Messrs. 

E.  J.  Earp, 
John  Andrews 
and 

W.  A.  Batchelor. 
21st  May,  1902. 


“  Rondebosch, 

“  20th  May,  1902. 

“  I  certify  that  I  have  carefully  examined  certain  properties  belonging  to  the 
Rondebosh  Municipality  and  value  the  same  as  follows  : — 

Certain  Stables  and  Ground  situated  on  the  Klipfonteiu  Road, 

Rondebosch  Municipality  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  £4,500 

Certain  Wash-houses  and  Ground  situated  on  the  Klipfonteiu 

Road  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3,000 

Certain  Ground  about  30  acres  situated  between  the  Camp 

Ground  and  Klipfontein  Road  .  .  .  .  .  .  9,000 


Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  £16,500 


(say  Sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  Sterling.) 

“  This  is  a  fair  valuation  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

“(Signed)  JOSEPH  FOCK, 

“  Sworn  Appraiser.” 

[G.  21—1902.]  eee 


Mwsrs. 
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John  Andrews 
and 
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2 1st  May,  1902. 
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Then  I  was  also  requested  by  the  Commission  to  ascertain  the  number  of  owners 
of  property  and  I  find  that  the  number  of  owners  in  .1901  was  4-37,  so  that  compared 
with  tiie  total  value  of  the  property,  it  works  out  at  about  £1,900  for  each  owner. 

8823.  That  is  a  very  high  average,  is  it  not  P — I  am  not  familiar  with  the  averages 
in  the  other  Municipalities,  and  so  am  not  quite  in  a  position  to  say,  but  I  fancy  that 
it  would  be  a  high  average  as  compared  with  the  other  Muuicipalities  ;  hut  of  course 
we  have  very  large  property  owners  in  our  Municipality. 

8824.  Mr.  Gurney. It  would  include  Grooteschuur  F — Yes;  also  Belmont,  and 
then  Mr.  Struben  is  a  very  large  proprietor  there.  I  gave  the  number  as  437  for  1901, 
but  that  has  increased  to  463  in  1902. 

8825.  Chair  man. Are  there  any  other  reports  you  would  wish  to  put  in,  or  any 
further  information  you  would  wish  to  furnish  on  matters  touched  upon  the  other  day  ? — 
Yes;  with  regard  to  the  item  under  the  head  “Sanitary  Services,”  there  was  a 
difference  which  remaiued  unexplained.  The  item  given  as  £870  16s.  5d.  should  be 
£1,071  Is.  3d. 

8826.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  In  regard  to  your  slaughter-house,  is  it  not  the  case  that 
about  a  year  ago  it  was  the  subject  of  very  unfavourable  criticism,  and  had  at  the 
instance  of  the  Government  to  be  pulled  down  and  reconstructed  P — Yes. 

8827.  At  that  time  there  was  really  some  doubt  as  to  whether  it  was  really 
under  your  jurisdiction  or  under  that  of  the  Divisional  Council,  was  there 
not  ? — No. 

8828.  A  statement  was  made  by  your  Council  that  it  was  not  within  their  boun¬ 
dary  ? — I  was  not  aware  that  that  was  so. 

8829.  Is  it  not  your  opinion  that  there  should  be  large  abattoirs  for  the 
Peninsula  instead  of  little  badly  constructed  and  badly  conducted  slaughter-houses? 
— I  should  not  consider  the  one  which  was  recently  inspected  by  us  as  badly  con¬ 
structed,  but  I  certainly  think  that  it  is  very  desirable  to  have  such  public  slaughter¬ 
houses  as  you  speak  of. 

8830.  This  slaughter-house  is  really  an  exception  to  the  general  run  of  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  Peninsula,  but  that  is  owing  very  much  to  the  fact  that  pressure  was 
brought  to  bear  upon  this  one  in  connection  with  the  outbreak  of  plague  ? — Yes,  and  I 
should  say  that  generally  there  has  been  very  great  cause  for  complaint,  and  these 
complaints  no  doubt  have  led  to  a  better  class  of  slaughter-houses  being  erected. 

8831.  But  quite  apart  from  the  house  itself,  the  meat  should  be  regularly 
inspected,  should  it  not  ?  And  with  small  slaughter-houses  that  becomes  impracti¬ 
cable,  does  it  not  ? — Yes,  expressing  my  own  personal  view,  I  think  it  is  very 
desirable  in  the  interest  of  the  public  that  some  provision  should  be  made  by  which 
every  slaughter-house  should  be  regularly  inspected. 

8832.  So  that  if  the  slaughter-houses  were  under  a  combined  authority  for  the 
Peninsula  it  would,  in  your  opinion,  be  advantageous  ? — Most  decidedly. 

8833.  You  mentioned  your  wash-houses  :  is  it  not  a  fact  that  Mowbray  has 
almost  a  similar  wash-house  to  yours  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  your  own  ? — 
Quite  so. 

8834.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  have  been  more  economical  if  the  two  Munici¬ 
palities  had  had  one  wash-house  under  one  control? — Yes,  as  a  general  rule,  and  on  a 
general  principle,  certain  advantages  are  to  be  had  from  a  union  of  that  kind. 

8835.  So  that  from  a  business  point  of  view  it  looks  rather  curious  to  see  two 
wash-houses,  which  are  almost  exactly  the  same,  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  one 
another,  each  having  its  own  superintendent  and  staff  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
opnrations  ? — Well,  we  found  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  a  wash-house  and  then  the 
Rondetosch  one  (which  I  may  say  was  the  first  of  its  kind)  was  built,  and  I  suppose 
Mowbray  found  that  they  required  one  and  they  followed  suit. 

8336.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  Are  the  provisions  of  the  Act  in  connection  with  the  due 
assessment  of  weights  and  measures  carried  out  in  Rondebosch  ? — I  am  afraid  not.  If 
it  has  been  the  duty  of  the  Municipality  then  the  Municipality  have  failed  in  their 
duty  in  that  respect,  but  I  understand  from  the  Town  Clerk  that  that  kind  of  work  is 
expected  to  be  perf armed  by  the  Police. 

8837.  The  Council  has  not  observed  that  the  Act  entrusted  that  duty  to  them  ? — 
It  does  not  appear  so. 

8838.  Tt  is  not  a  source  of  large  revenue,  but  it  is  one  of  the  duties  of  the 
Municipalities  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  public  in  these  matters  by  seeing  that 
proper  weights  and  measures  are  used  P — Quite  so.  It  will  be  looked  into. 

8839.  The  Abstract  of  Receipts  and  Payments  was  discussed  when  you  last  gave 
your  evidence,  and  I  then  asked  whether  we  might  be  furnished  with  a  statement 
showiug  exactly  how  the  loan  expenditure  had  been  arrived  at  ? — I  have  such  an 
abstract  before  me  now,  and  I  have  much  pleasure  in  handing  it  in.  [Abstract  put  in.] 
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8840.  In  the  abstract  an  amount  of  £1,350  is  shown  as  expenditure  on  the 
Steenbras  River  water  scheme  F — Yes. 

8841.  On  what  grouuds  has  the  Council  held  that  this  amount  should  be  charged 
against  the  loan  F — \V  ell,  I  simply  take  it  as  a  temporary  loan  from  a  loan  to  be 
repaid.  That  is  practically  the  case.  For  instance,  when  the  Steenbras  River  scheme 
is  taken  over  by  the  Water  Committee,  we  would  be  paid  by  them,  and  then  this 
amount  which  has  been  temporarily  taken  for  it  would  be  repaid.  It  is  practically  a 
loan  from  a  loan — from  moneys  that  we  had  in  hand  at  the  time. 

8842.  However  desirable  it  may  have  been  from  the  Municipality’s  point  of  view 
to  acquire  these  rights  at  Steenbras  River,  you  are  aware  that  the  expenditure  is 
illegal  F — I  am  not  aware  of  that,  because  we  complied  with  the  Act  inasmuch  as  we 
advertised  at  the  time.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  advertisement  we  had  pub¬ 
lished  at  the  time  : — 
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“  RONDEBOSCH  MUNICIPALITY. 

“Notice  is  hereby  given,  in  terms  of  Section  146  of  the  Municipal  Act  45  of 
1882,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Municipal  Council  of  Rondebosch  to  take 
steps  to  borrow  a  Sum  of  Eleven  Thousand  Pounds  (£11,000)  Sterling,  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  jointly  with  the  Municipal  Council  of  Mowbray,  a  Farm 
in  the  Steenbras  Valley,  near  Sir  Lowry  Pass,  belonging  to  John  Frederick 
Stanford,  and  for  expenses  connected  therewith. 

“  A  Plan  of  the  property  will  lie  at  the  Municipal  Office,  Rondebosch,  during 
office  hours,  for  one  month  from  the  date  hereof,  for  the  inspection  of  Ratepayers. 

“  By  order, 

“  (Signed)  W.  A.  BATCHELOR, 

“  Municipal  Clerk. 

“  Municipal  Office,  Rondebosch, 

“  20th  February,  1899.” 

8843.  But  you  don’t  attempt  to  argue  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  have  been 
met  as  yet  in  the  matter  F — (No  answer). 

8844.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Act  goes  on  to  say  that  after  the  advertisement  the 
approval  of  the  Ooverument  has  to  be  obtained  to  the  full  scheme  before  the  loan  can  be 
raised  ? — Yes,  to  the  full  scheme  ;  but  this  was  a  preliminary  measure.  It  was 
altogether  an  impracticability  to  get  out  plans  for  a  full  scheme  before  purchasing  the 
farm  in  the  first  instance.  If  we  had  proceeded  on  those  lines  we  would  probably  have 
had  to  pay  a  very  much  larger  sum  than  £20,000  for  the  farm. 

8845.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  take  it  that  your  position  is  that  you  regard  yourselves 
as  sufficiently  protected  by  the  tacit  approval  of  the  ratepayers,  even  though  you  have 
not  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  ? — Yes,  but  I  must  say  we  do  not  feel 
any  anxiety  on  the  score  of  the  illegality  of  the  transaction,  because  we  know  that  we 
have  the  sanction  of  the  ratepayers  to  the  purchase. 

8846.  And  your  auditors  have  raised  no  difficulties  in  passing  the  account  F — No 
difficulties  whatever. 

8847.  Who  were  your  auditors  F — Messrs.  Wilmot  and  Merrington. 

8848.  Are  they  still  the  auditors  of  the  Council  F — Yes.  I  think  a  remark  has 
been  made  also  by  one  of  the  witnesses  who  gave  evidence  before  the  Commission,  that 
it  was  desirable  that  any  purchase  of  water  rights  should  be  rendered  illegal  during  the 
sitting  of  the  Commission,  and  I  maintain  that  it  is  unwise  from  a  financial  point  of 
view  to  shew  one’s  hand  beforehand  in  large  ti’ansactious  of  that  kind, 

8849.  One  can  quite  understand  a  Municipality  regarding  it  as  desirable  to  take 
certain  steps  upon  its  own  responsibility  even  if  it  may  be  illegal,  but  then  surely  the 
Municipality  should  take  steps  to  put  itself  in  a  right  position  at  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity  F — Well,  with  regard  to  that  I  may  say  that  owing  to  that  lawsuit  there 
was  considerable  delay  in  the  matter,  and  then  also  some  delay  arose  owing  to  the 
formation  of  a  committee  whose  special  duty  we  considered  it  was  to  look  after  the 
water  supply  for  the  four  Municipalities. 

8850.  Now  supposing  that  as  a  result  of  this  Commission  some  water  scheme  were 
adopted  which  would  suffice  for  the  whole  Peninsula  and  which  would  not  include  the 
Steenbras  River  scheme,  what  would  be  the  position  of  Mowbray  and  Rondebosch  in 
that  case  F — I  don’t  see  how  the  ratepayers  could  well  repudiate  the  purchase  of  the 
farm  which  they  practically  sanctioned.  Even  if  they  could  do  so  legally  I  don’t  see 
how  they  could  do  so  equitably,  and  I  don’t  think  they  would  attempt  to  do  so  for  one 
moment,  because  the  action  of  the  Municipality  has  been  in  their  own  interests  ;  but  of 
course  the  members  of  the  Council  have  incurred  certain  responsibilities. 
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8851.  And  therefore  you  think  Parliament  could  he  trusted  to  come  to  your  rescue  ; 
is  that  your  position  ? — (No  answer).  * 

885  £  Chairman.']  I  think  you  said  the  other  day  that  you  were  prepared  in  that 
case  to  write  off  the  asset  as  a  bad  debt  ? — That  is  certainly  my  own  view,  if  it  were 
necessary,  but  it  is  not ;  and  it  is  the  view  of  business  men  generally  in  large  transactions. 

If  they  have  made  a  bad  speculation  in  one  direction  and  they  could  make  a  better 
speculation  in  another  direction,  they  would  not  trouble  much  about  the  loss,  in  the  first 
instance. 

8853.  Mr.  Gurney.]  The  point  is  how  far  a  Municipality  has  power  to  do  these 
thin.-s,  ami  manifestly  the  Act  does  not  give  the  power.  Consequently,  supposing  that 

lie  S  eenbras  River  scheme  were  left  as  a  scheme  that  was  not  needed  for  the  water 
supply  of  toe  Peninsula,  would  the  property  which  you  have  purchased  then  be  worth 
the  same  amount  that  you  paid  for  it  ? — I  believe  it  is  worth  much  more  to-day  than  we 
paid  for  it  and  that  we  could  dispose  of  it  at  a  profit.  If  we  were  to  try  and  sell  it 
to-day  I  feel  convinced  that  we  could  do  so  at  a  larger  amount  than  what  we  paid  for  it, 
so  that  we  do  not  feel  any  personal  responsibility  in  the  matter  nor  do  we  apprehend 
auy  personal  loss. 

8854.  Would  you  hold  that  view  if  the  Steenbras  River  scheme  were  left  out 
of  any  water  scheme  altogether  for  the  Peninsula,?  —  We  have  not  very  much  at  stake  at 
present.  At  any  rate  the  members  of  the  Municipality  felt  that  it  was  their  duty 
in  the  interest  of  the  public,  even  at  some  personal  risk  to  themselves  in  the  first 
instance,  to  do  what  they  could  in  order  to  obtain  a  sufficient  water  supply  for  the 
ratepayers,  and  the  ratepayers  have  unanimously  approved  of  that  line  of  action. 

8855.  And  you  say  the  auditors  raised  no  difficulty  ? — No. 

8856.  Dr.  Anderson. )  Have  y  >u  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at  Rondebosch  ? 
— We  have  no  In  ectious  Diseases  Hospital  there,  but  we  have  lately  made  arrange- 

n  ■  its  with  tue  Govern  cent  to  use  Reutzkie’s  farm  for  the  purpose  whenever  required. 

8857  Th.it  is  only  for  small-pox,  I  understand,  is  it  not? — Well,  then,  we  have  no 
other  *  mmgemeuts. 

8858.  Have  you  discussed  the  advisability  of  providing  accommodation  for  cases 
of  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  &c.  ? — Mo. 

8859.  Would  you  consider  it  advisable  if  such  accommodation  could  be  provided 
that  it  should  be  done  by  a  large  number  of  Municipalities  joining  together? — 
Certainly ;  1  don’t  think  that  the  work  could  be  so  well  undertaken  by  isolated 
Municipalities,  but  that  it  would  be  very  much  better  done  if  a  large  number  of 
Municipalities  were  to  join  in  the  matter. 

8860.  Chairman.]  Can  you  tell  me  the  extent  of  the  Steenbras  Farm  which  you 
bought  from  Mr  Stanford? — I  could  not  tell  you  at  the  moment,  but  the  information 
could  b  '■  supplied  to  the  Commission.  [See  Footnote  at  end  of  Ecidence]. 

8861.  lias  all  the  purchase  price  been  paid  ?— No  ;  there  is  a  bond  of  £9,500 
upon  i he  farm. 

8862.  Is  that  the  whole  of  the  mortgage  upon  it  ?— Our  share  ;  and  then  of  course 
Mowbray  would  have  a  similar  sum  on  mortgage. 

8863.  So  that  some  £19,000  of  the  purchase  amount  of  this  farm  is  still  owing  on 
mortgage  ? — Yes;  that  still  remains  unpaid. 

8864.  Have  any  debentures  been  issued,  or  is  it  simply  by  a  mortgage  on  the 
farm  ?— No  debentures  have  been  issued,  it  is  merely  a  mortgage  on  the  farm. 

8865.  Has  any  collateral  security  been  given  in  the  way  of  pledging  any  Munici¬ 
pal  properry  in  addition  to  the  farm  property? — Only  so  far  as  the  general  clause  in  a 
mortgage  bond  covers  all  one’s  assets. 

8866.  Ara  l  right  in  supposing  that  by  giving  the  farm  back  to  Mr.  Stanford  you 
could  got  out  of  your  difficulty  in  that  way  ? — That  is  not  the  usual  custom. 

8867.  You  cannot  by  giving  the  farm  back  get  out  of  your  liability  ? — No. 

8868.  I  notice  that  Mr.  Stewart,  who  gave  a  report  upon  the  Steenbras  River 
scheme,  gives  the  length  of  the  Steenbras  River  valley  as  about  10  miles  ? — 5tes. 

8869.  Which  part  of  the  valley  does  your  farm  cover;  the  upper  part,  the  lower 
part  or  the  middle  part  ? — The  lower  part  near  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

8870.  Then  to  whom  does  the  land  belong  at  the  head-waters  of  the  Steenbras 
River  ? — I  think  Mr.  Struben  has  purchased  three  farms  higher  up  the  yalley  above 
Mr.  Stanford’s  farm. 

887 1 .  Does  Mr.  Struben  then  own  the  land  at  the  head-quarters  of  the  river  ? — Yes. 

8872.  And  you  come  iu  as  a  riparian  proprietor  claiming  certain  of  the  storm¬ 
water  collected  on  the  area  ? — Yes,  but  there  is  a  very  large  collecting  area  on  the  farm 
itself. 

8873.  On  your  own  farm  ? — Yes;  we  Lave  a  very  large  collecting  area  there. 

8874.  Mr.  Stewart  gives  the  total  area  of  the  Steenbras  Yalley  at  24  square 
miles  ? — Yes. 
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8875.  Have  you  any  idea  of  how  much  of  that  is  on  the  farm  that  you  bought 

from  Mr.  Stanford,  and  how  much  of  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  other  parties  ? — I  could  jg£n  '^„%PC’WS 
not  give  you  that  information  from  memory,  but  it  could  be  supplied  from  the  title  and 
deeds.  W-  A-  Batchelor. 

8876.  Putting  aside  the  result  of  the  litigation  now  pending,  you  would  still  have  2jgf  May,  1902 
to  arrange  with  Mr.  Struben  ? — It  would  not  be  absolutely  necessary,  because  they  are 

two  different  collecting  areas,  and  our  farm  ha3  a  very  large  collecting  area,  besides 
there  would  be  no  doubt,  a  considerable  flow  from  Mr.  Struben’s  land  which  I  take  it  he 
would  not  be  able  practically  to  stay.  It  would  flow  on  to  our  farm  by  gravitation, 
but  of  course  that  is  only  a  layman’s  view. 

y  8877.  These  points  have  not  been  gone  into  ? — Oh  yes,  we  have  Mr.  Stewart’s 

report  upon  the  subject. 

8878.  Yes,  that  is  true;  I  have  Mr.  Stewart’s  report  here  before  me,  but  still  you 
don’t  know  how  much  of  the  collecting  area  of  twenty-four  square  miles  is  on  your 
own  land  and  how  much  of  it  is  on  Mr.  Struben’s  laud  ? — No;  I  could  not  give  you 
the  figures  from  memory. 

8879.  Then  there  is  another  point  about  that :  I  see  Mr.  Stewart  in  his  round 
says,  that  to  build  a  reservoir  that  will  hold  900,000,000  gallons  will  cost  in  report 
figures  about  half  a  million  of  money  ? — I  have  the  figures  here  at  £465,000,  and  that 
would  of  course  be  close  upon  half  a  million. 

8880.  Now,  are  Mowbray  aud  Rondebosch  prepared  to  finance  a  scheme  of  that 
magnitude? — Well,  you  must  take  into  consideration  that  our  own  requirements  would 
not  have  been  as  large  as  the  figures  you  are  now  quoting  from  Mr.  Stewart’s  report, 
and  the  Municipalities  concerned  have  come  to  no  decision  as  yet  as  to  which  scheme 
would  be  the  most  desirable  and  practicable. 

8881.  We  have  had  some  evidence  from  Mowbray  on  this  point,  and  I  may 
mention  that  it  was  given  by  Mr.  .Tonkin,  when  in  reply  to  a  question  put  by  Mr. 

Stewart,  he  gave  the  total  quantity  as  6,000,000,000  gallons,  which  would  represent  an 
acreage  of  827,  and  be  equal  to  a  supply  of  17,000,000  gallons  per  day.  I  will  read 
to  you  the  evidence,  as  follows  : — 

“  Referring  to  the  report  by  Mr.  Stewart  on  this  question,  what  was  the  total 
quantity  which  lie  said  you  could  get  from  the  catchment  area  of  the  Steenbras 
River? — The  total  quantity  I  think  is  6,000,000,000  gallons:  that  would  repre¬ 
sent  the  contents  of  the  reservoir  and  would  cover  an  acreage  of  827,  and  be 
equal  to  a  supply  of  17,000,000  gallons  daily. 

“  Would  that  mean  the  quantity  of  water  flowing  from  the  area  drained  by  the 
river  ? — No  :  that  is  the  quantity  that  the  reservoir  will  contain. 

“  But  that  is  the  estimate  of  the  quantity  that  will  come  off  the  catchment 
area  and  then  the  reservoir  will  be  built  to  contain  that  quantity  ? — Well,  the 
reservoir  would  be  90  feet  above  the  stream  ;  there  are  827  acres.  I  suppose  that 
would  then  be  the  storage  capacity  of  the  reservoir. 

“  Are  there  any  data  given  to  warrant  the  assumption  that  that  quantity  of 
water  would  be  available  for  the  reservoir  ? — It  is  given  somewhere ;  a  lot  of 
water  will  still  be  running  away. 

“  Well  how  much  would  that  compute  to  daily,  x'oughly  ? — That  I  think 
would  give  you  about  175,000.000  gallons.” 

But  you  are  only  estimating  according  to  Mr.  Stewart  for  a  dam  57  feet  high  and  to 
contain  900,000,000  gallons,  and  that  is  to  cost  half  a  million  of  money  :  whereas  Mr. 

Tonkin  in  his  evidence  seems  to  believe  that  the  reservoir  was  to  be  about  90  feet  high 
and  it  was  to  contain  6,000,000,000  gallons? — With  a  wall  90  feet  above  the  bed  of 
the  stream  the  dam  -would  contain  6,000,000,000  gallons  of  water  which  would  givo 
30,000,000  gallons  per  diem  for  200  days. 

8882.  But  there  is  no  estimate  of  the  cost  of  that  ? — No. 

8883.  Your  largest  estimate  is  that  a  reservoir,  containing  900,000,000  gallons 
with  a  dam  wall  of  57  feet  high,  will  cost  about  half  a  million  of  money  exclnsiveof  what 
you  have  already  spent,  exclusive  of  what  necessary  legislation  will  cost,  exclusive  also 
of  what  you  will  have  to  pay  to  Mr.  Struben  for  compensation  and  for  dfficulties  of  that 
kind,  and  exclusive  further  of  the  expense  of  making  provision  for  a  filtering  bed  and 
other  accessories? — Yes 

8884.  The  point  is  then  that  to  get  this  reservoir  with  a  storage  capacity  of 
900,000,000  gallons,  with  all  the  necessary  accessories,  an  expenditure  of  at  least  three- 
quarters  of  a  million  of  money  for  the  two  Municipalities  of  Mowbray  and  Rondebosch 
must  be  contemplated  ? — Yes. 

8885.  In  addition  to  that  you  have  already  your  liabilities  to  the  Joint  Committee 
of  £75,000  each,  togellnr  £150,000,  so  that  the  Steenbras  scheme  would  involve 
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altogether  for  the  two  Municipalities  an  indebtedness  close  upon  one  million  ;  does 
it  seem  to  you  that  they  may  he  able,  as  small  Municipalities,  to  finance  such  under¬ 
takings  ? — I  may  say  that  those  figures  are  merely  from  Mr.  Stewart’s  report,  and  we 
have  not  come  to  any  decision  as  yet.  Those  are  merely  suggestions  for  our  considera¬ 
tion.  And  I  presume  that  the  Municipalities  of  Mowbray  and  Rondebosch,  or  even 
the  Water  Committee,  would  not  finally  go  into  an}T  scheme,  until  they  find  that  it  is  a 
practical  working  scheme  which  they  could  undertake,  taking  into  consideration  the 
question  of  a  sufficient  revenue  to  pay  interest  on  the  capital,  and  a  scheme  that  they 
could  carry  out  without  an}r  additional  cost  to  the  community.  It  does  not  follow  for  a 
moment  that  we  consider  those  figures  practicable  or  that  we  have  in  any  way  adopted 
them.  J| 

8886.  I  presume  we  may  take  them  as  some  kind  of  indication  of  what  the  cost  of 
such  a  scheme  might  be  ? — Probably. 

8887.  It  would  not  be  done  for  less  than  that  ? — I  could  not  say. 

8888.  Another  point  is  this  :  that  inasmuch  as  Woodstock  appears  to  contemplate 
an  expenditure  of  about  as  much  as  you  are  contemplating ;  should  we  not  put  the  pro¬ 
posed  expenditures  together,  and  ask  whether  it  is  within  the  means  of  the  Municipali¬ 
ties  concerned  to  finance  so  heavily  ? — Naturally,  that  is  a  common-sense  business-like 
procedure. 

8889.  Then  in  addition  to  that  we  have  to  look  at  it  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
amount  of  expenditure  you  are  contemplating  for  unavoidable  drainage  and  sewerage  ; 
that  will  probably  be  another  half  a  million  of  money,  so  that  altogether  it  seems  that  the 
three,  or  almost  four,  Municipalities,  appear  to  have  schemes  in  contemplation  at  the 
present  time  which  involve  an  expenditure  in  all  of  at  least  £2,000,000  ;  and  therefore 
the  serious  question  that  the  Commission  has  to  decide  is,  whether  it  should  recommend 
the  sanction  of  such  arrangements  unless  no  other  provision  can  be  made  ? — I  may  say 
that  the  view  of  the  Municipalities  is  that  if  they  found  that  they  have  a  practical  scheme, 
they  would  go  to  Parliament  and  get  a  special  Act,  which  would  sanction  the  borrowing 
of  sufficient  money  to  carry  out  such  a  scheme.  That  was  the  idea  of  these  Municipali¬ 
ties,  if  the  scheme  was  really  feasible  and  commended  itself  to  business  men,  and 
expert  evidence  agreed  that  it  would  be  a  practicable  one  ;  but  of  course  we  think  now 
that  it  is  perhaps  the  business  of  this  Commission  to  suggest  a  practical  scheme  for 
water  and  drainage  for  the  community. 

8890.  Mr.  Gurnet /.]  But  the  Municipality  went  in  for  this  scheme  before  the  Com¬ 
mission  was  heard  of? — We  have  not  gone  in  for  it  fully,  as  yet. 

8891.  Chairman.']  "You  have  not  committed  yourselves  to  very  much,  it  is  clear;  but 
the  point  is  as  to  how  far  it  is  practically  safe  for  the  Municipality  to  commit  itself 
without  some  better  understanding  as  to  conjoint  action? — Yes. 

8892.  Have  you  anything  to  say  about  the  boundaries  of  your  Municipality  ? 

You  have  no  well-defined  boundary  as  between  your  area  and  the  areas  of  the  adjoining 
Municipalities? — If  convenient  to  the  Commission,  Mr.  Andrews  will  give  you  the 
information  upon  that  subject. 

\_Mr.  Andrews  answered  all  the  questions  from  this  stage.] 

8893.  We  have  a  letter  here  addressed  to  us  by  a  proprietor  of  property,  which 
seems  to  indicate  a  condition  of  affairs  not  altogether  unheard  of  elsewhere.  It  is 
dated,  “  Welgelegen,  Rosebank,  Municipality  of  Mowbray,  10th  May,  1902.”  He 

writes  on  the  subject  of  boundaries  as  follows  : — “ . Mowbray,  in  which 

this  property  was  situated,  was,  I  am  told,  formerly  in  the  Municipality  of  Rondebosch, 
but  when  a  separate  organisation  was  established,  the  rates  on  so  considerable  an  estate 
were  of  consequence,  and  the  bulk  of  the  land  lying  in  Mowbray,  the  dividing  line  was 
so  made  as  to  throw,  the  homestead  into  it ;  but  for  reasons  which  no  doubt  appeared 
adequate  the  boundary  line  on  the  southern  side  did  not  exactly  follow  that  of  the 
farm,  but  cut  through  some  land  which  had  then  been  laid  out  as  building  sites,  and 
passes  through  what  is  now  my  garden,  leaving  a  small  part  of  the  property  in  Ronde¬ 
bosch.  It  must,  I  think,  be  admitted  that  such  a  boundary  line  is  unreasonable,  and  the 
very  fact  of  the  necessity  for  its  adoption  must  be  a  ground  of  objection  to  Mowbray 
being  a  separate  Municipality.  .  .  .”  Is  that  an  isolated  case  ? — No  ;  I  know  that 
there  are  cases  where  the  boundary  cuts  right  through  certain  properties. 

8894.  How  do  you  do  with  these  properties  in  the  matter  of  collecting  rates  ? — 

The  valuation  is  apportioned  between  the  two  Municipalities.  The  valuator  is 
informed  that  the  boundary  in  such  a  case  cuts  through  the  property  and  then  the 
valuation  is  fixed  respectively  on  the  portion  wl licit  falls  into  the  Municipality  of 
Rondebosch,  and  on  the  portion  which  falls  into  the  Municipality  adjoining. 
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889-5.  Is  there  any  possibility  of  getting  rid  of  anomalies  of  that  kind  ? — A  Com¬ 
mission  did  sit  some  time  ago  and  certain  alterations  were  recommended,  but  those 
recommendations  were  not  carried  into  effect.  It  would  be  very  desirable  if  our 
boundaries  could  be  altered  in  certain  places  which  could  be  pointed  out. 

8896.  I  suppose  the  best  way  of  altering  this  state  of  things  would  be  by  amal¬ 
gamating  all  the  Municipalities  ? — Well,  I  think  that  would  be  a  very  drastic  remedy. 

8897.  But-this  anomalous  condition  of  affairs  arose  in  consequence  of  the  separa¬ 
tion  of  the  Municipalities  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  ? — These  boundaries  were  fixed  by 
the  Government  when  the  Village  Management  Boards  were  established  somewhere 
about  1894. 

8898.  This  gentleman  from  whose  letter  I  have  read,  seems  to  say  that  when  the 
Municipalities  were  separated  the  boundary  was  made  to  pass  through  his  property  ? — 
Between  Mowbray  and  Rondebosoh  that  would  not  be  the  case  because  for  some  years 
they  were  practically  one.  The  same  boundary  was  there  under  the  previous  Govern¬ 
ment  when  the  Village  Management  Board  existed. 

8899.  So  that  it  is  not  your  fault  as  a  Municipality  ? — No, 

8900.  Questions  of  the  same  kind  have  cropped  up  in  some  of  the  other  Munici¬ 
palities,  have  they  not  ? — Yes,  I  presume  they  have. 

8901.  As  between  Wynberg  and  Claremont,  Claremont  and  Rondebosch,  and 
Mowbray  and  Woodstock  ? — Yes. 

8902.  Is  not  that  state  of  things  likely  to  go  on  from  bad  to  worse  ? — I  don’t 
think  that  they  could  get  any  worse  than  they  are  now. 

8903.  Well,  they  don’t  exist  for  the  whole  line  of  boundary  at  the  present  time  ? — 
No,  certain  comers  and  nooks,  but  it  would  be  a  very  difficult  matter.  Yrou  cannot 
draw  a  straight  line  between  the  Municipalities,  as  you  must  zig-zag  between  the 
properties. 

8904.  That  seems  to  indicate  the  ill  effects  of  drawing  any  line  at  all  ? — Well, 
our  forefathers  thought  they  were  doing  a  wise  thing,  and  they  settled  these 
boundaries. 

8905.  Do  you  think  you  should  keep  bjr  the  lines  which  your  forefathers  placed  ? 
— -Well,  we  are  rather  conservative. 

8906.  But  there  are  exceptions  to  every  rule  ?  — Yes. 

8907.  Aro  there  any  other  remarks  that  you  would  like  to  make  about  the 
boundaries  of  Rondebosch  ? — There  are  certain  parts  where  we  should  like  to  have 
the  boundaries  rectified. 

8908.  Mr.  Earp  made  some  remarks  the  other  day  about  the  Camp  Ground.  You 
do  not  consider  that  land  under  your  control  ? — No  ;  not  under  our  immediate  control ; 
but  we  consider  it  most  desirable  that  it  should  be,  as  Mr.  Earp  said. 

8909.  This  Commission  might  again  bring  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Govern- 
merit  ? — We  should  be  very  glaf  indeed.  The  Municipality  have  been  contemplating 
to  bring  it  up  again  very  much  on  the  same  lines  as  it  was  done  about  3  years  ago, 
but  this  time  on  their  own  initiative,  and  of  course  with  the  consent  of  the  Church 
authorities.  We  are  very  desirous  of  getting  this  matter  settled,  and  that  is  why  we 
were  so  anxious  that  the  Bill  should  go  through. 

8910.  What  were  the  grounds  of  the  objection  to  the  Bill? — It  is  almost  impos¬ 
sible  to  say.  The  Bill  was  thrown  out  in  the  Council  by  members  living  miles  away 
from  Cape  Town,  and  as  far  as  I  can  see  they  could  give  no  reasons  for  throwing  the 
measure  out.  All  the  local  men  and  those  who  had  any  real  interest  in  the  matter  at 
all  were  in  favour  of  it,  but  they  were  overruled  by  the  members  from  a  distance. 

8911.  It  was  not  the  Municipality  who  brought  in  the  Bill  on  that  occasion  ? — No. 

8912.  It  came  from  the  Church  authorities  themselves  ? — Yes  ;  the  idea  was  to 
extend  the  boundaries  so  as  to  put  the  grouud  into  the  hands  of  the  Municipality. 

8913.  And  now  do  you  intend  to  bring  in  a  Bill  making  similar  provisions? — 
Yes,  it  is  our  wish  to  do  so. 

8914.  You  advocate  this  on  the  ground  that  there  is  practically  a  tract  of  land 
which  is  not  under  any  efficient  control  ? — That  is  so. 

8915.  And  you  consider  it  desirable  in  every  way  that  it  should  be  placed  under 
the  control  of  the  Municipality  ? — Yes,  we  do. 

8916.  And  in  that  Bill  terms  should  be  made  for  settling  the  rights  of  the  present 
holders  ? — Yes,  such  as  was  provided  in  the  former  Bill 

8917.  And  further,  that  the  vast  bulk  of  this  laud  should  belong  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Rondebosch  as  a  common  land  ? — Yes,  as  a  recreation  ground,  which  was  contem¬ 
plated  in  the  origiual  grant. 

8918.  Under  the  control  of  the  Municipality? — Yes. 

8919.  And  I  suppose  it  would  go  to  any  greater  Municipality  whioh  might  here¬ 
after  be  established  ? — Yes  ;  as  it  is,  the  grouud  is  being  made  use  of  by  the  public 
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not  from  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  only,  but  people  come  from  Cape  Town  and  other 
places  to  play  football  and  have  other  sports  on  the  ground. 

8920.  Dr.  Gregory.']  You  are  acquainted  with  the  Rondebosch  Extension  ? — To 
a  limited  extent,  T  have  not  prowled  in  that  unsavoury  neighbourhood. 

•  8921.  That,  is  under  the  control  of  the  Divisional  Council? — Yes. 

8922.  But  if  abuts  on  your  boundary  ? — Yes. 

8923.  You  are  aware  that  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  local  authority  which 
lias  the  power  to  intervene  (the  Divisional  Council  having  no  power  in  that  respect) 
large  numbers  of  natives  and  most  undesirable  persons  are  practically  squatting  there 
without  any  restraint  ? — Yes. 

8924.  They  are  putting  up  tin  shanties  and  shanties  made  of  all  kinds  of  material  that 
they  can  lay  hold  of,  without  sanitary  arrangements  of  any  kind  and  without  a  water 
supply,  and  the  consequence  is  that  a  most  uudesirable  state  of  things  is  occurring  at 
that  place  ? — Yes,  I  am  aware  of  that. 

8925.  You  are  aware  that  it  has  been  matter  of  considerable  complaint  from 
different  parties  ? — Yes. 

8926.  Is  there  any  reason  why  that  area  should  not  be  included  within  the  area  of 
the  Rondebosch  Municipality  ? — I  think  the  general  idea  is  that,  seeing  that  there  is  a 
project  for  a  line  of  railway  to  run  almost  through  that  ground  where  those  houses  at 
present  exist,  it  would  be,  or  at  all  events  it  might  be  found  that  it  would  be, 
necessary  to  create  a  fresh  Municipality  or  a  fresh  area  of  local  government  in  that 
neighbourhood  apart  from  Rondebosch. 

8927.  But  what  is  the  objection  of  Rondebosch  taking  it  in  at  the  present 
moment? — I  don’t  think  we  should  like  to  undertake  the  responsibility  of  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  that  ground,  in  the  face  of  it  being  in  the  conditon  in  which  it  is  at  present. 
So  much  harm  has  been  done  there  by  people  building,  and  so  on,  that  it  would  be  a 
very  difficult  matter  to  recover  the  ground,  and  it  would  require  a  very  strong  kind  of 
government  to  deal  with  the  matter. 

8928.  That  is  exactly  what  I  was  going  to  ask  you ;  is  not  a  condition  of 
things  being  allowed  to  occur  out  there  owing  to  vested  interests  being  established  which 
it  will  be  next  to  impossible  shortly  for  any  local  authority  to  deal  with  ? — I  am 
afraid  so. 

8929.  You  will  have  dwellings  put  up  without  streets  and  streets  without  any 
alignment,  and  altogether  a  very  serious  condition  of  things  for  the  Peninsula  is  being 
formed  there  from  a  sanitary  and  social  aspect  ? — Yes,  unfortunately  it  is  growing  very 
rapidly. 

8930.  Now,  that  is  a  menace  to  your  Municipality  even  more  than  to  the  sur¬ 
rounding  ones,  as  you  are  close  to  the  border  ? — -There  is  a  pretty  wide  interval  between 
us.  I  should  say  that  the  distance  would  be  from  half  a  mile  to  three- quarters  of  a 
mile  to  that  place  from  our  boundary. 

8931.  When  the  plague  was  in  existence,  this  spot  was  a  very  great  difficulty  and 
a  very  great  danger,  owing  to  cases  occurring  among  those  people,  and  no  supervision 
being  possible  over  them  ? — It  was  a  very  dangerous  spot. 

8932.  And  what  took  place  in  regard  to  the  plague  might  take  place  in  regard 
to  o!her  infectious  diseases  at  the  present  time? — The  Rondebosch  Municipality 
exercises  no  supervision  whatever. 

8933.  But  you  are  running  the  danger  and  the  risk  of  infectious  diseases  being 
spread  into  your  Municipality  from  this  place  ? — Yes,  the  people  who  live  there  have 
to  go  through  our  Municipality  if  they  wisli  to  go  to  Cape  Town  or  to  got  access  to  the 
railway. 

8934  Now,  whatever  your  objection  may  be — -whether  it  is  valid  or  whether  it  is 
not — you  will  admit  that  it  is  your  duty  to  turn  to  and  do  something  in  the  matter  ? — 
No  ;  I  hesitate  to  admit  that  it  is  our  duty,  because  it  is  outside  our  limits,  and  we 
have  no  authority.  We  are  reluctant,  I  think,  to  contemplate  undertaking  such  a 
heavy  responsibility  as  would  await  us  there. 

8935.  Mr.  Gurney.]  You  think  it  is  rather  a  matter  for  the  Government  ? — Yes. 

8936.  Chairman.]  Is  it  private  property  ? — Yes. 

8937.  Dr.  Gregory.]  But  your  Municipality,  as  the  chief  party  threatened  by  this 
state  of  things,  has  a  duty  to  perform  to  its  inhabitants  in  the  matter  ? — Yes  ;  but  we 
have  no  power.  We  have  had  plenty  to  occupy  our  attention  within  our  own  Munici¬ 
pality,  and  I  may  say  that  our  attention  as  a  Municipality  has  not  been  directed 
towards  this  neighbourhood  with  a  view  to  doing  anything  ourselves,  especially  seeing 
that  it  is  entirely  and  absolutely  out  of  our  control. 

8938.  It  is  out  of  your  control  owing  to  the  artificial  barrier  of  a  boundary  pro¬ 
claimed  by  the  Governor,  is  not  that  all  ? — Yes. 

8939.  And  do  you  think  that  these  artificial  boundaries  should  be  allowed  to 
interfere  with  the  proper  sanitary  control  of  a  place  ? — Well,  I  think  a  line  must  be 
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drawn  somewhere,  because,  if  not,  they  might  wish  us  to  take  in  the  whole  of  the 
Flats. 

8940.  Do  I  understand  that  when  once  you  have  drawn  a  line  you  would  like  to 
stick  to  that  for  all  time  ? — Oh,  no  ;  because  circumstances  might  arise  which  would 
render  it  desirable  to  alter  that  line,  and  in  every  case  circumstances  must  be  taken 
into  consideration.  Personally,  I  should  rather  see  that  some  other  Municipality  would 
take  care  of  that  particular  neighbourhood. 

8941.  Why  should  another  Municipality  at  some  distance  take  it  ever  when  it  abuts 
on  the  boundary  of  your  Municipality,  and  when  you  are  the  persons  more  directly 
interested? — I  should  have  said,  not  another  existing  Municipality,  as  I  had  in  mind 
the  establishment  of  a  fresh  Municipality,  which  would  have  to  be  created  in  that  part, 

^  especially  now  that  the  railway  is  going  to  be  put  in  hand  very  shortly,  because  when 
once  that  is  finished,  you  will  find  buildings  all  along  the  line. 

8942.  Still  in  an  unbuilt-on  neighbourhood  like  that,  from  a  practical  point  of 
view,  a  new  local  authority  would  have  very  little  means  to  carry  out  things  properly, 
and,  after  all,  the  thing  is  so  nebulous  that  we  ought  to  consider  it  as  it  stands  ? — For 
some  years,  of  course,  it  would  be  difficult  for  a  new  authority,  but  I  should  suggest  that 
something  in  the  shape  of  a  Tillage  Management  Board  might  be  started  there  as  a 
local  authority. 

8943.  To  put  it  in  another  way :  if  the  Governor  exercised  the  powers  conferred 
upon  him  and  compulsorily  included  this  area  within  the  bounds  of  the  Rondebosch 
Municipality,  would  your  Council  have  any  valid  objections  to  offer  to  that? — I  don’t 
think  we  should  resist  the  decree  of  the  supreme  power  in  the  land,  but  at  the  same 
time  I  think  we  would  stipulate  that  we  should  be  given  greater  powers  than  we  have 
under  present  circumstances.  Suppose  we  go  on  to  the  land,  and  find  for  instance  an 
iron  house  built  there  which  is  not  constructed  according  to  our  regulations  as  things  at 
present  stand,  we  cannot  touch  it. 

8944.  Is  not  that  a  reason  why  you  should  have  watched  over  this  long  ago  and 
asked  for  the  inclusion  of  this  area  in  your  Municipality  ? — I  am  afraid  the  place  grew 
up  without  our  knowing  anything  about  it.  It  is  a  long  way  out  of  sight.  I  may  say 
that  some  years  ago  when  a  Commission  was  appointed  on  the  Municipal  boundaries, 
this  question  then  cropped  up,  and  I  think  one  of  their  recommendations  was  that  this 
very  area  should  be  brought  in.  At  that  time  we  should  have  had  no  objection  to  this 
area  being  thrown  into  Rondebosch,  because  then  nothing  objectionable  existed  there, 
but  the  recommendations  of  that  Commission  were  not  carried  out,  and  consequently 
nothing  was  done. 

8945.  What  Commission  was  that  ? — It  was  a  Commission  appointed,  I  think,  in 
about  1893. 

8946.  What  was  it  called  ? — “  Municipal  Boundaries  Commission,”  perhaps,  but  I 
am  not  certain.  It  can,  however,  be  found  out  and  supplied  to  the  Commission  if 
necessary. 

8947.  You  were  speaking  just  now  of  the  inconvenience  of  Municipal  boundaries 
running  through  private  property  ? — Yes. 

8948.  There  is  almost  equal  inconvenience  when  it  runs  down  the  centre  or  the 
side  of  a  road  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

8949.  Difficulties  arise  in  regard  to  questions  of  drainage,  and  in  regard  to  the 
keeping  of  the  road  in  proper  repair  ? — Yes. 

8950.  So  that  the  net  result  of  your  evidence,  as  far  as  Municipal  management 
is  concerned,  is  that  boundaries  cause  difficulties,  and  the  fewer  you  have  of  them  by 
cutting  up  into  small  Municipal  areas  the  better  ? — Well,  I  would  not  admit  that 
altogether.  If  the  boundaries  are  carefully  drawn,  and  drawn  with  discretion,  there 
should  be  no  difficulties. 

8951.  Chairman. 1  This  land  that  Dr.  Gregory  has  been  questioning  about,  is  that 
private  property  at  the  present  time  ? — Yes,  entirely,  it  has  been  sold  in  plots. 

8952.  What  is  the  name  of  that  property  ? — I  don’t  think  it  has  a  name,  but  I 
think  it  is  called  the  Rondebosch  Extension. 

8953.  Is  there  any  land  between  this  ground  and  the  boundary  of  your  Munici¬ 
pality  ? — No.  I  presume  that  the  Krombooms  River  is  our  boundary,  and  all  the  land 
on  the  other  side  of  that  is  called  the  Cape  Flats ;  and  this  village  that  we  have  been 
speaking  about  is  about  half  a  mile  further. 

8954.  And  what  class  of  people  live  in  the  village  ? — Mostly  Kafirs,  and  the  lowest 
class  of  coloured  people. 

8955.  Where  do  they  work  ? — All  about ;  many  of  them  come  into  Cape  Town. 

8856.  Then  this  village  is  really  what  is  known  in  other  parts  of  the  country  as  a 

Native  Looation  on  private  property  ? — Yes. 

8957.  Why  is  it  not  put  under  an  inspector  ? — I  don’t  know. 

[G.  21—1902.] 
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e.  j.  Earp,  8958.  Could  not  your  Municipality  move  the  Government  to  get  an  inspector 

John  Andrews  appointed  in  the  same  way  ae  is  done  elsewhere  in  the  case  of  locations  on  private 
W  i  &Batchrhr  ProPerty  ^ — I  don’t  think  the  purely  Kafir  element  is  so  very  strong,  and  you  may  find 
—  ‘  °r'  that  the  ordinary  Cape  coloured  people  comprise  the  larger  proportion,  and  they  would 

•2lst  May,  1902.  probably  resent  being  oalled  a  location. 

8959.  But  the  Act  is  very  clear  upon  the  point.  I  think  even  if  only  about  five 
or  six  of  the  native  races  are  in  occupation  of  private  property  it  can  be  deolared  a 
native  location  ? — I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

8960.  Speaking  generally,  needs  for  rural  administration  in  the  Cape  Division  are 
certainly  going  to  increase  owing  to  the  constant  demand  for  more  native  labour  in 
this  part  of  the  Colony ;  and  under  these  circumstancns  should  there  not  be  given  to 
the  Divisional  Council,  which  is  the  one  rural  body  sitting  as  a  local  authority,  the 
power  to  intervene  in  these  matters,  until  the  Municipalities  grow  so  as  to  take  control 
of  areas  of  that  kind  ? — It  is  a  most  desirable  thing  that  control  should  be  exeroised 
over  this  spot. 

8961.  Would  you  then  be  in  favour  of  extending  the  pow.  rs  of  the  Divisional 
Council  in  respect  of  areas  of  this  description  ? — Yes,  areas  outside  the  Municipalities. 

8962.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  number  of  people  that  are  located  there  or  of  the 
number  of  huts  that  have  been  built  ? — No,  I  don’t  know. 

8963.  Do  you  know  whether  the  owner  of  this  land  derives  any  rent  from  these 
people  ? — No,  I  have  no  knowledge. 

8964.  Now,  on  the  question  of  amalgamation  of  one  or  more  of  the  Municipalities 
in  the  Peninsula  :  will  Mr.  Andrews  go  on  answering  the  questions,  Mr.  Earp  ? — (Mr. 
Earp.)  I  think  he  is  prepared  to  do  so.  (Mr.  Andrews.)  I  should  be  very  pleased  to 
do  so. 

8965  Well  then,  Mr.  Andrews,  do  you  see  any  disabilities  at  the  present  time 
under  which  the  Suburban  Municipalities  labour  owing  to  their  segregated  condition  ? 
— Certainly,  with  regard  to  water  and  drainage,  they  cannot  act  separately.  They 
must  amalgamate,  or  rather  they  must  have  one  general  Board  whereon  each  Munici¬ 
pality  is  properly  represented. 

8966.  Something  of  the  same  kind  as  perhaps  the  Joint  Committee  for  managing 
the  water  ? — Yes,  the  present  Water  Board. 

8967.  Do  you  think  that  that  has  been  such  a  success  up  to  the  present  time  that 
you  would  like  to  see  their  sphere  of  operations  extended  ? — T  think  they  have  carried 
out  their  work  satisfactorily. 

8968.  If  you  set  up  another  Board  in  the  suburban  Municipalities,  would  you  put 
the  waterworks,  which  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee,  under  the  new  manage¬ 
ment  ? — I  am  really  not  prepared  to  say  whether  there  should  be  a  separate  Board  for 
water  and  a  separate  Board  for  drainage,  or  whether  the  one  Board  should  control  the 
whole. 

8969.  If  we  are  to  create  this  Board,  how  are  we  to  set  about  it  ? — That  is  a  very 
difficult  matter,  because  we  have  not  very  many  men  in  the  suburbs  who  have  the  time 
to  devote  to  Municipal  affairs,  or  who  are  willing  to  work  in  the  publio  service,  and 
therefore  a  very  large  Board,  or  several  Boards,  would  be  unworkable ;  in  fact,  the 
smaller  the  Board — the  smaller  the  governing  body — the  better. 

8970.  Do  you  contemplate  your  Board  to  be  an  elective  Board  or  a  nominee 
Board  ? — Elective  to  the  greater  extent,  but  probably  the  Government  might  wish  to 
have  nominees  upon  it. 

8971.  Would  you  give  that  Board  the  control  over  similar  works  in  the  city  of 
Cape  Town  ? — You  mean  outside  their  own  sphere  ? 

8972.  To  look  after  similar  works  in  Cape  Town,  I  mean? — Do  you  mean  that 
one  Board  should  be  established  to  control  the  whole  of  the  Peninsula  ? 

8973.  You  spoke  about  having  a  Board  to  control  all  the  sewerage  for  the  Muni¬ 
cipalities  ? — I  said  suburban  Municipalities. 

8974.  You  are  then  referring  to  the  suburban  Municipalities  only,  and  you  are 
excluding  Cape  Town  ? — Oh,  yes. 

8975.  You  wish  the  suburban  Municipalities  to  act  for  themselves  ?-— Yes. 

8976.  Through  this  Board  ? — Yes.  In  fact,  I  should  say  that  all  the  Municipali¬ 
ties  from  Mowbray  onwards  should  have  their  own  Board,  but  Woodstock,  I  think, 
forms  a  natural  part  of  Cape  Town,  and  should  be  amalgamated  with  Cape  Town. 

8977.  Into  one  Municipality  ? — Yes,  one  big  Municipality. 

8978.  And  then  would  you  let  them  carry  on  their  water  and  sewerage  works 
through  their  Municipal  Council  ? — Yes,  they  might  do  so,  and  it  would  be  merely  a 
continuation  of  their  present  system,  as  they  have  at  present  practically  their  own  Board 
dealing  with  water  matters. 
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8979.  If  they  can  carry  on  these  large  works,  why  cannot  you  do  it  as  well  in  the 
suburbs  by  uniting  into  one  Municipality  ? — For  large  works  we  certainly  could,  and 
as  a  matter  of  fact  that  is  what  we  would  advocate. 

8980.  Yes  ;  but  you  want  a  Board  outside  of  the  Town  Council  ? — Yes,  because 
what  I  may  call  the  purely  Municipal  or  purely  local  work  would  have  to  be  carried  on 
by  smaller  Municipal  Councils,  and  that  would  be  done  with  very  little  expense,  I 
presume. 

8981.  You  spoke  about  the  difficulty  of  getting  men  for  the  work,  how  are  you 
going  to  get  men  to  fill  both  the  Town  Council  or  Municipal  Board  proper,  and 
your  superior  Board  undertaking  the  construction  of  water  works  and  sewerage  works  ? 
— We  hope  that  the  public  spirit  will  be  infused  into  the  people,  and  that  they  will 
rise  to  the  occasion,  and  come  forward  and  take  their  part  in  public  life. 

8982.  Don’t  you  think,  now,  that  you  would  be  more  likely  to  enthuse  the  public 
mind  if  you  bring  all  the  Municipalities  together  and  have  oue  large  concern,  upon 
which  men  would  like  to  fill  positions  owing  to  their  importance  and  dignity 
belonging  to  it  ? —  I  may  say  at  once  that  I  am  not  averse  to  the  general  principle  of 
amalgamation  as  a  whole ;  but  the  difficulties  that  I  see  would  be  that  you  must 
continue  to  have  your  small  local  affairs  attended  to  by  somebody  ;  and  consequently 
you  will  have  to  have  ycur  Sub-Committees  or  Sub-Councils  to  do  suoh  work  in  each 
Municipals  v. 

8983.  But  is  that  so?  You  have  in  other  parts  of  the  world  Municipalities  five 
or  six  times  as  largo  as  your  whole  amalgamated  Municipality  would  be,  and  yet  they 
carry  on  the  work  in  all  its  details  by  the  one  Council  ? — I  cannot  of  course  speak 
from  personal  knowle  Ige  as  to  their  arrangements  in  those  parts;  but  I  should  fancy 
that  in  that  ca-e  the  area  would  be  divided  into  wards  or  something  of  that  sort,  and 
each  ward  would  have  certain  people  to  look  after  that  ward  in  particular. 

8984.  A  staff  of  officers  of  the  Council  ? — Quite  so. 

8985.  Well,  then,  what  is  to  hinder  us  from  having  an  amalgamated  Municipality 
here,  having  its  wards,  with  officers  to  do  this  local  work,  who  are  appointed  by  the 
Council  of  that  amalgamated  Municipality  ? — It  might  be  practicable.  I  don’t  know 
whether  circumstances  are  peculiar  in  this  country,  but  some  years  ago  we  had  a 
community  of  some  such  description — the  Liesbeek  Municipality — but  that  did  not  last 
very  many  years. 

8986.  It  lasted  about  four  years  ? — Yes,  and  did  not  work  well. 

8987.  Well,  I  think  we  have  got  pretty  well  at  the  bottom  of  why  it  did  not  work 
well :  it  was  no  insuperable  difficulty,  however.  People  allowed  their  little  jealousies 
to  get  the  better  of  them,  and  they  therefore  agreed  to  separate,  but  there  was  really  no 
Municipal  incompatibility.  There  was  nothing  impracticable  in  controlling  affairs  as 
far  as  Municipal  Government  was  concerned,  was  there  ? — I  am  not  acquainted  with  all 
the  circumstances,  so  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  judge. 

8988.  Don’t  you  think  we  have  all  grown  a  little  bit  older  and  wiser  since  that 
time  ? — Yes,  I  think  we  have. 

8989.  In  view  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  large  works  being  undertaken  in  this 
neighbourhood,  do  you  not  see  the  same  necessity  for  a  combination  on  the  part  of  all 
these  authorities  ? — Certainly,  for  the  larger  purposes. 

8990.  But  then  by  not  combining  them  for  everything  you  create  the  difficulty  of 
dual  control,  to  which  people  object  very  much  in  this  country  ? — Yes,  certainly, 

8991.  You  spoke  about  excluding  Cape  Town;  but  the  necessity  exists  in  Cape 
Town  also  for  larger  works ;  and  do  you  think  we  should  recommend  that  a  Board  of 
Works  be  appointed  over  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town  ? — As  apart  and  separate 
from  the  Municipalities? 

8992.  Yes ;  I  am  sure  you  will  see  great  difficulty  there  as  far  as  the  feelings  of 
the  people  are  concerned,  would  you  not  ? — (No  answer). 

8993.  Do  you  propose  that  the  Board  such  as  you  have  indicated  should  be  given 
power  to  rate  in  respect  of  the  work  under  its  charge  ? — Yes. 

8994.  That  might  be  another  source  of  trouble,  might  it  not? — Well,  the  Beard 
would  be  separate  from  the  Municipality,  the  former  looking  after  the  larger  works  and 
the  la  ter  carrying  on  the  minor  and  ordinary  works  of  the  Municipality,  and  I  presume 
that  some  method  might  be  found  by  which  the  one  rate  should  cover  everything.  It 
would  certainly  bo  annoying  to  having  the  two  rates  the  same  as  the  Divisional 
Council  and  Municipality  at  present. 

8995.  And  this  Board  would  be  nnothfr  authority?  Would  it  not  seem  to  you 
desirable  that  without  calling  into  existence  another  Board  we  should  rather  try  and 
amalgamate  the  Boards  that  are  at  present  in  existence  and  extend  th-ir  powers? — 
The  powers  of  the  amalgamated  Board  ? 

8996.  Yes;  don’t  you  think  it  has  a  better  chance  of  success? — I  think  so,  for  the 
greater  works  certainly. 
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F  (  8997.  You  cannot  in  any  case  carry  out  these  greater  works  without  having  a 

John  Andrnrt  competent  staff  of  engineers,  and  it  is  to  them  in  the  main  that  the  safet}r,  competency 
and  and  efficiency  of  the  works  must  he  entrusted  ? — Yes. 

_g^ehf!  r-  8998.  Well  now,  in  what  way  is  a  Board  chosen  above  your  Municipal  Council 
2tit  May,  1902.  likely  to  have  a  better  staff  than  one  large  amalgamated  Council  would  have? — Our 
ordinary  Municipal  work,  such  as  the  repairing  of  our  roads,  does  not  call  for  very 
great  or  for  very  particularly  skilled  men.  Such  work  can  be  done  by  an  inspector  who 
has  a  knowledge  of  road  makiug  and  who  need  not  necessarily  he  an  engineer,  so  that 
we  do  not  employ  an  expensive  staff  in  that  way. 

8999.  No ;  that  is  quite  true,  and  you  could  not  afford  to  employ  expensive 
officers  at  the  present  time  ? — No. 

9000.  In  combining  and  having  the  power  to  borrow  large  sums  of  money  to  carry 
out  these  works,  the  amalgamated  Municipality  would  have  a  better  staff  ?— Certainly. 

9001.  Any  combination  of  Municipalities  would  be  able  to  afford  that,  and  they 
would  have  to  raise  the  money  in  any  case :  so  would  they  not  he  in  the  same  position 
in  that  respect  or  almost  in  a  better  position  thau  your  Board  would  be  if  specially 
appointed  to  carry  out  the  work  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

9002.  And  then  you  would  have  this  also  by  an  amalgamated  Municipality  :  you 
would  be  able  in  that  way  alone  to  get  on  with  fewer  men  in  the  Municipal  Councils  ? 
— Yes. 

9003.  You  have  at  present  something  like  80  or  90  men  governing  these  six  or 
seven  Municipalities  in  the  Peninsula  ? — Yes. 

9004.  And  the  amalgamated  Municipality  would  get  along  with  about  one-third 
of  that  number? — Yes,  certainly. 

9005.  And  in  that  way  you  would  have  a  selection? — Yes. 

9006.  So  that  for  the  amalgamated  Municipality  you  might  really  get  as  com¬ 
petent  a  Board  of  Works  as  you  could  if  the  new  Board  of  Works  were  specially 
selected  for  the  purpose  ? — Yes,  the  only  point  is,  I  fancy,  that  the  Municipality  and 
many  of  the  inhabitants  would  not  like  the  idea  of  having  the  control  of  their  own 
little  details,  as  it  were  within  tin  ir  own  boundaries,  taken  away  from  them.  They 
would  give  them  up  with  a  great  deal  of  reluctance.  It  might  be  sentiment,  but 
nevertheless  the  feeling  does  exist,  and  in  Rondebosch  things  are  very  well  managed, 
and  I  don’t  think  they  will  very  readily  give  up  there  the  control  of  thoir  own  affairs 
to  be  managed  by  one  amalgamated  Municipality. 

9007.  Would  they  not  have  the  same  objection  if  a  Board  was  put  over  them  to 
control  the  larger  works? — No,  I  don’t  think  so,  because  those  are  matters  above  their 
heads  as  it  were,  but  it  is  the  management  of  minor  details  that  they  would  like  to  keep 
in  their  own  hands. 

9008.  And  do  you  think  that  if  the  minor  details  were  left  to  the  Council,  you 
would  get  the  same  class  of  man  to  come  forward  and  attend  to  them  ? — As  a  matter  of 
fact,  we  are  only  dealing  with  minor  details  now,  and  they  have  dealt  with  them  for 
many  years. 

9009.  But  you  have  been  influenced  more  or  less  by  the  idea  of  eventually  carrying 
out  larger  works  ?  -  Yes ;  but  I  should  like  to  see  the  larger  matters  placed  in  the 
hands  of  men  of  much  greater  ability  than  the  majority  of  the  men  on  the  Councils 

now. 

9010.  But  you  look  mainly  to  experienced  officers  for  that  purpose  ? — Yes. 

9011.  And  these  men  are  beyond  your  power  to  get  at  the  present  time? — Yes, 
that  is  so. 


9012.  There  is  another  point  in  connection  with  the  amalgamation :  does  it  not 
appear  to  you  as  absolutely  essential  for  the  carrying  out  of  a  water  scheme  for  the 
whole  of  the  Peninsula  that  a  large  catchment  area  would  have  to  be  obtained,  that 
large  works  would  have  to  be  brought  into  use,  and  that  legislation  would  have  to  be 
passed  in  order  to  obtain  all  that? — Yes,  it  does  seem  so.  While  on  the  subject  of  the 
water  I  should  like  to  say  that  in  reference  to  the  Steenbras  River  scheme  when  we 
took  the  matter  up  it  was  more  particularly  with  a  view  to  supplying  the  requirements 
of  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray.  The  water  we  got  then  and  which  we  still  get  would 
not  amount  to  half  a  million  gallons  a  day.  Therefore  wheu  this  report  of 
Mr.  Stewart  came  to  us  the  greater  part  of  the  estimate  made  by  him  would  not 
be  required  by  us  for  many  years  to  come,  and  therefore  we  would  not 
require  such  large  storage  works  at  once  as  we  would  not  need  anything  like  the 
quantity  of  water  that  could  be  stored  on  the  area.  A  lower  retaining 
wall  would  suffice  us  for  some  years  to  come  and  we  would  only  have 
to  increase  the  capacity  of  our  storage  reservoir  as  our  demand  for  water  increases 
from  time  to  time.  The  lowest  of  Mr.  Stewart’s  estimates,  I  think,  is  2,000,000 
gallons  a  day.  For  an  estimated  expenditure  of  =£320,000,  with  a  retaining  wall  40 
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feet  high,  the  quantity  of  water  available  would  be  2,000,000  gallons  per  day,  and  our 
present  quantity  is,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  only  about  a  quarter  of  a  million. 

9013.  That  was  only  to  give  you  a  very  small  storage  ? — Altogether  2,000,000 
gallons  a  day. 

9014.  Practically  it  was  for  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  alone  ? — That  was  the  idea. 

9015.  But  now  you  see  that  there  seems  to  be  a  possibility — I  am  not  passing  an 
opinion — of  what  the  ultimate  resolution  of  the  Commission  might  be,  but  there  seem3 
to  be  a  possibility  of  getting  water  from  that  neighbourhood  sufficient  for  the  wants  of 
the  Peninsula  for  many  years  to  come  if  we  can  get  the  storage  oapacity  for 
6,000,000,000  gallons  of  water,  and  therefore  the  question  becomes  so  large  that 
the  Legislature  of  the  country  might  deem  it  expedient  to  take  the  matter  out  of  the 
han  's  of  Mowbray  and  Rondebosch  altogether  and  make  it  a  bigger  thing  ?— -I  don’t 
think  we  would  be  opposed  to  that. 

9016.  The  same  might  be  said  with  reference  to  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  scheme  ? — 
Quite  so. 

9017.  Or  practically  take  the  matter  out  of  the  hands  of  any  of  the  Municipalities, 
it  being  for  the  metropolitan  area  of  the  Colony  and  therefore  a  matter  in  which  the 
Legislature  would  be  justified  to  interfere  ? — Quite  so. 

9018.  As  it  did  in  the  case  of  Melbourne  ? — Oh,  yes,  we  all  recognise  that.  When 
we  went  into  this  matter  first  people  had  been  looking  in  all  directions  in  the  Peninsula 
for  water  supply,  and  the  Steenbras  River  scheme  was  the  first  mooted  outside  the 
Peninsula,  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  Scheme  came  later  on  ;  but  matters  have  changed  so 
much  since  we  took  up  that  scheme  that  we  should  be  quite  prepared  to  see  the 
Steenbras  valley  turned  into  one  large  enormous  storage  reservoir.  I  have  been 
there  twice  myself,  and  it  is  a  perfect  natural  site  for  an  enormous  reservoir. 

9019.  It  seems  very  suitable  in  many  respects.  I  was  looking  at  it  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  capabilities  of  that  scheme  or  of  any  other  scheme  in  regard  to  the 
future  needs  of  this  part  of  the  Colony  whose  requirements  are  put  down  at  something 
like  8,000,000  or  10,000,000  gallons  of  water  per  day;  it  therefore  seems  inexpedient 
that  the  supply  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  any  local  authority,  but  it  should  rather 
be  an  undertaking  for  a  Board  of  Works,  or  of  an  amalgamated  Municipality  dealing 
efficiently  with  the  business  as  a  whole  ? — Oh  yes ;  in  the  larger  schemes,  of  course  ;  if 
they  are  entered  into  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  Peninsula,  I  feel  certain  that  no  voice 
would  be  raised  against  it  as  far  as  Rondebosch  is  concerned,  and  we  should  be  quite 
ready  to  give  up  our  interests  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole. 

9020.  Then  we  are  left  with  these  alternatives:  either  amalgamation  of  alltheMuni- 
cipalities  into  one  Municipality  with  power  to  deal  with  this  matter,  or,  leaving  these 
Municipalities  in  their  present  segregated  state,  putting  over  them  a  Board  of  Works 
partly  elected  by  the  Municipalities  and  partly  nominated  by  the  Government,  to  act  in 
their  behalf.  And  the  question  is,  which  would  be  the  more  advantageous,  and  which 
would  consort  more  with  the  feelings  of  the  people ;  and  besides,  which  would  have  the 
most  power  and  be  the  most  likely  to  be  productive  of  the  greatest  utility  ? — You  mean 
one  Board  to  control  Cape  Town  and  the  Suburbs  ? 

9021.  Yes. — That  is  a  very  large  question. 

9022.  Yes ;  but  it  is  not  so  large  a  question  that  men  have  not  felt  themselves 
perfectly  competent  to  deal  with  it  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Take,  for  instance, 
Liverpool,  which  has  a  population  of  700,000  or  800,000  people,  and  whose  Town 
Council  carried  out  the  waterworks  to  bring  water  from  a  distance  of  100  miles.  They 
even  supply  other  towns  en  route ;  they  have  done  all  that  without  the  assistance  of 
any  Water  Board,  and  it  has  been  a  perfect  success,  and  have  carried  on  their  complete 
Municipal  government  at  the  same  time.  The  same  lias  been  done  in  Glasgow,  and 
the  same  is  going  to  be  done  in  London,  and  one  cannot  see  why  it  could  not  be  done 
here? — (No  answer). 

9023.  Mr.  de  Vil/iers .]  If  there  is  to  be  amalgamation,  what  Municipalities  would 
you  prefer  to  be  amalgamated  ? — It  depends  upon  whether  the  large  scheme,  of  which 
the  Chairman  spoke,  which  is  to  include  Cape  Town,  is  to  go  through,  because  in  that 
case  I  don’t  see  how  you  could  stop  short  of  Wynberg.  You  would  have  to  go  from 
Sea  Point  to  Wynberg 

9024.  You  spoke  about  Mowbray ;  would  you  wish  to  see  an  amalgamation  from 
Mowbray  to  Wynberg  ? — No,  from  Sea  Point  to  Wynberg,  if  there  is  to  be  the  large 
soheme  of  which  the  Chairman  spoke.  If  there  is  to  be  one  amalgamation  scheme  it  is 
difficult  to  see  how  you  are  going  to  leave  out  the  other  Municipalities.  It  would  have 
to  be  from  Sea  Point  to  Wynberg,  both  inclusive. 

9025.  Then  should  the  amalgamation  stop  at  Wynberg  ? — Yes  ;  but  for  a  smaller 
scheme  you  might  have  it  from  Mowbray  to  Claremont,  both  inclusive. 

9026.  That  is  for  three  Municipalities  ? — Yes ;  Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  and  Clare¬ 
mont.  That  is  of  course  the  smaller  idea. 


t. '  J.  Earp, 
John  Andrew  $ 
and 

W.  A.  Batchelor. 
‘21*t  May,  1902. 
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and 
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21»t  May.  1902. 
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9027.  Where  would  you  then  have  the  central  Town  Hall  ? — Midway  between 
the  three,  which  happens  to  be  Rondebosoh. 

9028.  Chairman.']  Have  you  anything  to  say  about  the  future  of  our  Divisional 
Councils.  Would  you  be  of  opinion  that  even  if  the  Municipalities  take  over  the 
maintenance  of  the  main  roads  within  their  areas,  there  should  still  be  some  authority 
for  controlling  outside  roads  ? — Certainly. 

9029.  And  whether  we  should  call  them  Divisional  Cauncils  or  County  Councils 
does  not  really  matter  much  ? — No. 

9030.  The  question  then  really  arises  as  to  what  other  powers  it  is  feasible,  in  the 
light  of  modern  times,  to  give  to  the  Divisional  Council,  or  to  the  County  Council,  in 
addition  to  the  maintenance  of  roads? — Yes. 

9031.  Well,  I  think  we  have  hit  upon  one  to-day,  have  we  not — viz  ,  the  control 
of  Native  Locations  ? — Almost  full  powers  should  be  given. 

9032.  You  recognise  the  necessity  of  having  local  authorities  outside  the  Muni¬ 
cipalities  with  fuller  powers  than  those  which  are  at  present  given  to  the  Divisional 
Councils? — Certainly,  I  should  think  to  a  certain  extent  they  should  have  the  fullest 
powers. 

9033.  Then,  following  the  idea  as  to  the  powers  given  to  the  County  Councils  in 
England,  you  might  give  them  control  of  a  good  many  things,  such  as  the  conservancy 
of  rivers  and  of  natural  forests,  the  management  of  Native  Locations,  some  control  or 
some  say  in  the  management  of  Mission  Stations,  the  suppression  of  noxious  pests  or 
contagious  diseases  of  animals,  the  prevention  of  fires,  and,  generally,  control  in 
sanitary  matters  or  other  things  in  the  rural  interest  ? — Over  every  part  where  there  is 
no  local  government  established,  certainly. 

9034.  A  cry  has  been  raised  that  the  time  has  come  to  abolish  the  Divisional 
Councils ;  but  it  appears  to  me  from  your  evidence  that  it  is  your  opinion  that  if  we 
abolish  the  Divisional  Council,  it  can  only  result  in  bringing  something  back  in  its 
place  ? — What  we  desire  is  to  abolish  the  Divisional  Council  controlwithin  our  Munici¬ 
palities,  but  not  outside.  We  object  to  the  dual  control  of  our  roads. 

9035.  In  this  connection  do  you  agree  with  Mr.  Earp  as  to  the  Municipalities 
giving  a  contribution  towards  the  upkeep  of  outside  roads?— Oh  yes,  1  think  it  is  only 
reasonable  that  we  should  not  throw  the  whole  of  the  expenditure  on  the  outside  roads 
on  the  country  districts,  but  that  we  should  contribute  our  quota  towards  their  upkeep. 

9036.  Have  you  any  other  points  that  you  would  like  to  bring  forward  ? — No. 

[Subsequently,  the  Town  Clei’k,  Rondebosoh,  reported  that  the  extent  of  the 
Steenbras  River  Farm,  as  held  by  the  Joint  Councils  of  Mowbray  and  Rondebosch, 
was  906  Morgen  63-25  square  roods.] 


THURSDAY,  22nd  MAY,  1902. 


Present  : 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney.  |  Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory.  (  Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers, 


Mr.  R.  O.  Wynne  Roberts ,  Assoc.  M.I.C.E.,  further  examined. 

9037.  Chairman.]  There  are  one  or  two  points  which,  on  looking  through  your 
evidence,  occurred  to  me  as  requiring  some  more  elucidation.  I  noticed  that  you  said 
in  reply  to  Dr.  Gregory,  when  he  was  asking  if  you  had  seen  or  examined  any  of  the 
schemes  for  water  supply  now  before  the  public,  that  you  had  inspected  toe  schemes 
but  were  not  in  a  position  to  give  even  the  Town  Council  any  information  upon  them, 
but  that  you  had  given  some  slight  outline,  I  presume  to  the  Council,  which,  however, 
was  not  to  be  considered  as  reliable.  The  question  I  want  to  put  to  you  is  this  :  what 
data  do  you  consider  it  desirable  that  the  Commission  should  have  m  reference  to  these 
water  schemes  ?  You  said  that  you  were  arranging  to  obtain  some  other  data?— 1  hat 
answer  requires  a  little  qualification.  I  understood  that  the  question  was  put  to  me  by 
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Dr.  Gregory  in  connection  with  the  Oliphaut’s  Hoek  and  the  Steenbras  schemes,  and  ***• 

that  he  was  asking  if  I  was  acquainted  with  them.  I  meant  to  reply  that  I  had  S'  __  0  U' 

inspected  them  but  notin  any  official  manner  ;  not  with  the  view  of  giving  data  to  22nd  May,  i«02 

work  upon.  Other  suggestions  were  thrown  out  upon  which  I  am  obtaining  particulars, 

but  I  am  not  in  a  position  at  present  to  give  them.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  data 

required  is  the  most  important  feature  of  the  whole  work  which  the  Commission  have  in 

hand. 

9038.  That  is  the  point  upon  which  I  would  be  glad  of  some  infor¬ 
mation  :  what  data  ought  we  to  require  in  an  examination  of  any  scheme  ? — It  is 
somewhat  difficult  to  say,  but  I  will  endeavour  to  give  you  something  to  enable  you 
to  arrive  at  a  reliable  means  of  getting  what  you  want.  First,  you  naturally  want 
information  about  the  catchment  area.  The  catchment  areas  caunot  be  ascertained 
from  any  existing  maps,  with  anything  like  accuraoy.  The  maps  are  not  prepared  for 
the  purpose,  but  simply  to  shew  farm  boundaries.  It  is  essential  that  the  catchment 
area  should  be  ascertained  with  as  near  an  approximation  as  possible.  I  would  not 
advise  going  in  for  elaborate  surveys,  prepared  in  very  artistic  and  scientific  ways,  but 
just  something  sufficient  to  guide  you  as  to  where  the  boundary  of  the  watershed  lies. 

Then  you  want  to  know  the  nature  of  the  catchment  area  and  its  geological  formation. 

You  want  to  know  what  farms  there  are  in  the  area  which  require  to  be  expropriated 
or  may  be  submerged.  You  want  to  know  what  water  rights  there  are  in  the  area. 

That  would  practically  exhaust  that  branch.  Then  comes  the  rainfall.  You  would 
want  to  know  what  the  rainfall  was  at  different  points  in  the  area.  At  present  the 
Meteorological  Commission  have  carried  out  a  very  extensive  system  of  observations 
throughout  the  country,  but  those  observations  are  not  suitable  for  our  requirements  at 
all,  for  this  reason  :  The  rain  gauges  are  too  far  apart  from  the  places  ;  in  fact,  from 
any  place  where  you  are  likely  to  have  these  catchment  areas.  Take  Oliphant’s  Hoek  : 
there  the  nearest  rain  gauge  is  at  the  farm  Weltevreden  or  Delta,  which  is  probably 
six  or  eight  miles  away.  Take  then  the  Steenbras  scheme :  there  the  nearest  rain 
gauge  is  at  Houw  Hoek,  which  is  eight  or  ten  miles  away. 

9039.  And  very  few  observations  have  been  taken  there,  I  presume  ? — Observations 
have  been  taken  at  Houw  Hoek  for  a  rather  long  period,  but  I  believe  they  are  not 
very  complete.  They  are,  however,  sufficient  to  form  a  kind  of  a  guide.  You  can  get 
them  from  1894  to  1900,  but  for  some  reason  or  other  not  for  1901  and  1902. 

9040.  In  what  direction  does  Houw  Hoek  lie  from  the  Steenbras  Valley  ? — I 
believe  the  valley  runs  between  Houw  Hoek  and  Caledon,  East  of  Houw  Hoek. 

9041.  Would  that  catchment  area  be  the  area  drained  by  the  Palmiet  River,  or 
the  Zonder  End  River  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

9042.  Is  Houw  Hoek  near  the  head  waters  of  those  rivers? — I  cannot  speak 
definitely.  I  have  a  map  which  I  will  send  for,  and  which  will  guide  the  Commission 
a  little  in  this  matter. 

9043.  Are  there  any  other  data  which  you  could  indicate  ? — With  regard  to  the 
catchment  area,  I  would  point  out  that  it  is  essential  that  it  should  be  free  from  popu¬ 
lation  and  with  no  possibilities  of  contamination.  That  is  a  most  essential  feature. 

Continuing  with  reference  to  the  rainfall,  the  readings  given  by  the  Meteorological 
Commission  are  based  upon  practically  monthly  returns,  at  any  rate  as  far  as  publica¬ 
tion  goes,  though  I  daresay  it  is  possible  to  get  daily  returns  by  going  to  considerable 
trouble.  Again,  a  daily  return  would  not  suffice.  You  want  to  take  the  readings 
more  frequently  than  once  a  day.  There  are  certain  districts  within  50  miles  of  this 
where  the  rainfall  immediately  affects  the  flow  in  the  rivers,  clearly  proving  that  24 
hours  gaugings  are  not  sufficient.  The  gaugings  should  be  pxaotioally  automatic  all 
through  the  day ;  and  the  maximum  rainfall  per  hour  and  per  day,  as  well  as  the 
season’s  rainfall,  should  be  known.  You  want  the  rainfall  taken  in  a  more  minute 
manner  than  the  Meteorological  returns  show  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  those  returns 
are  not  reliable.  They  may  be  reliable,  but  they  are  not  taken  in  the  form  required 
for  guidance  in  waterworks  matters. 

9044.  I  suppose  these  returns  are  only  periodic  indioes  of  the  rainfall  ? — No,  they 
give  the  actual  rainfall  ;  they  are  perfectly  correct  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  but  they 
are  not  based  upon  what  is  required  to  guide  the  Commission  in  the  matter  of  the 
construction  of  waterworks  which  may  cost  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds. 

9045.  Anything  further  ? — You  want  rough  contours  of  the  country  in  the  area 
to  be  able  to  guide  in  the  provision  of  reservoirs,  and  you  also  want  a  oareful  gauging 
of  the  streams.  You  want  to  gauge  them  on  different  days  to  find  what  may  be  the 
maximum  and  minimum  flows.  Then  you  want  to  know  the  quality  of  the  water  ;  in 
fact,  the  whole  question  is  of  such  a  complex  nature  that  it  oannot  be  lightly  considered. 

These  things,  however,  should  be  gone  into  by  the  Commission  before  they  can  report 
upon  any  scheme  that  any  looality  may  afford, 


Mr. 

R.  0.  W.  Roberts. 

22nl  May,  1902. 


9046.  I  suppose  these  data  have  been  very  imperfectly  worked  out  with  reference 
to  proposed  schemes  ? — That  is  so,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes.  I  believe,  however, 
that  Mr.  Stewart  has  gone  more  carefully  into  the  Steenbras  scheme  than  any  other 
scheme  that  ha9  been  referred  to  here. 

9047.  I  suppose  that  information  would  be  practically  his  own,  obtained  at  his 
own  expense  and  not  at  the  public  expense  ? — No,  I  think  part  of  it  has  been  obtained 
at  the  expense  of  the  Municipalities  of  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray,  though  part  of  it  has 
been  at  his  own  expense. 

9048.  Data  like  that  which  you  name  in  connection  with  the  rainfall  could  not  be 
obtained  at  a  moment’s  notice.  For  what  period  of  time  would  it  be  necessary  to  have 
records.  Would  a  year’s  observation  be  sufficient? — No. 

9049.  Not  even  when  augmented  by  suoh  data  as  the  Meteorological  Commission 
would  have  ? — You  can  only  correlate  one  district  with  another,  and  that  is  not 
altogether  satisfactory.  Compare,  for  instance,  Steenbras  with  Houw  Hoek. 
Steenbras  must  naturally  give  a  larger  flow  of  water,  and  the  evaporation  must  be  less. 
In  fact,  generally  speaking,  you  cannot  compare  a  watershed  having  high  mountains 
around  it  with  open  country  at  a  good  altitude.  Generally  speaking,  the  Meteoro¬ 
logical  Commission’s  rain  gauges  are  fixed  in  places  where  they  are  easily  accessible, 
near  towns  or  in  villages ;  and  what  would  apply  there  would  not  apply  to  a  moun¬ 
tainous  area. 

9050.  I  suppose  that  records  would  be  very  different,  even  in  gauges  quite  a  short 
distance  apart  ? — Yes. 

9051.  The  rainfall  on  one  side  of  the  mountain  range  might  be  very  much 
greater  than  the  rainfall  on  the  other  side,  only  five  or  six  miles  away  ? — That  is  quite 
possible. 

9052.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  Altitude  makes  a  great  difference  too,  does  it  not  ? — Yes  ; 
then  there  is  another  point,  and  that  is  the  elevation  of  the  watershed  as  compared 
with  the  district  to  be  supplied  by  water  from  it. 

9053.  Chairman.']  Now,  looking  at  the  question  generally,  at  whose  instance  or 
expense,  or  on  whose  responsibility,  should  such  data  be  acquired  as  you  have  indicated. 
As  it  is  now,  this  Commission  has  had  brought  to  its  attention  three  or  four,  or  half-a- 
dozen,  possible  schemes  of  water  supply,  and  it  has  to  recommend,  with  such  data  as 
yourself  and  other  experts  require  should  be  obtained,  the  most  likely'-,  one  or  more  of 
the  schemes.  Who  should  bear  the  preliminary  cost,  do  you  think  ? — It  is  rather  difficult 
to  say. 

9054.  Have  you  any  experience  upon  which  you  could  found  an  opinion  with  reference 
to  that  ? — I  cannot  recall  a  single  instance  where  such  peculiar  circum¬ 
stances  arise  as  prevail  here.  In  every  case  which  I  can  recall,  as  I  mentioned 
before,  it  is  where  a  large  Municipality  has  gone  into  the  question,  and  has 
incurred  the  expense  entirely  by  itself.  I  cannot  recall  a  single  case  where  a  number 
of  Municipalities  all  want  to  work  independently  of  each  other,  taking  gauges  separ¬ 
ately,  and  what  not.  It  would  be  ridiculous  for  each  one  to  be  conducting  its  own 
particular  scheme.  Personally  I  think  the  Commission  should  incur  the  expense  in 
trust  for  whatever  body  might  ultimately  take  up  the  work. 

9055.  That  is  an  idea  that  perhaps  some  members  of  the  Commission  have  too ; 
but  it  would  necessitate  the  continuance  of  the  Commission  for  a  much  longer  period  than 
its  existence  was  contemplated  for.  It,  however,  is  doubtful  whether  that  should  really 
afEect  the  case  if  the  enquiry  is  to  be  exhaustive.  We  must  gather  data  sufficient  to  guide 
us,  and  that  oan  only  be  done  at  some  cost  of  time  and  money  ? — If  you  wait  until 
the  Commission  has  completed  its  sittings  before  commencing  to  take  gaugings,  you 
will  miss  the  most  valuable  time  of  the  year ;  and,  if  you  allow  two  or  three  years  to 
pass  over,  you  will  be  in  the  throes  of  a  difficulty  before  you  have  ascertained  the  data 
required  to  guide  you  in  any  scheme. 

9056.  Take  such  an  area  as  has  been  pointed  out  on  the  map,  including  the 
Steenbras,  Palmiet  and  Zonder  End  River  valleys  ;  how  many  observers  of  rain  gauges 
will  it  require  for  an  area  like  that  ? — May  I  take  Steenbras  first  ? 

9057.  Yes. — If  the  watershed  is  a  long  and  extensive  one  as  this  is — about  24 

miles - 

9058.  I  understood  the  Steenbras  River  Yalley  to  be  10  miles  in  length? — The 
length  may  be  10  miles,  but  the  area  is  24  miles,  and  that  would  be  more  than  one 
man  could  attend  to.  I  judge  that  it  would  require  at  least  three  men  to  take  the 
gaugings  over  that  valley  alone,  unless  you  could  arrange  with  somebody  living  at 
hand  to  take  some  of  the  gaugings. 

9059.  What  pay  would  men  of  the  stamp  competent  to  take  these  gaugings 
require? — Yon  could  not  get  men  under  £10  per  month,  to  do  such  work  in  a  plaoe 
like  that,  and  I  may  say  the  more  capable  man  you  have  for  suoh  work  the  more 


425 


* 


* 


reliable  will  be  the  results.  Personally,  I  would  strongly  advise  that  a  man  of  much 
higher  stamp  than  is  usual  for  such  work  should  be  employed. 

9060.  You  mean  as  a  man  to  superintend  the  work  of  the  others  ? — Yes.  . 

9061.  Dr.  Gregory."]  He  would  also  require  to  be  provided  with  a  horse  to  cover 
a  big  area  like  that  ? — 1  suppose  he  would. 

9062.  Chairman .]  The  circumstances  would  be  even  more  difficult,  I  presume,  at 
Oliphant’s  Hoek,  which  is  64  square  miles  in  extent? — There  is  a  farm  there  where  the 
dam  is  intended  to  be  and  gaugings  could  be  taken  there  and  for  a  distance  of  2  or  6 
miles  around.  Above  that,  however,  it  is  very  difficult  country  for  horses,  and  lints 
might  be  required  to  accommodate  the  men. 

9063.  Generally  that  would  be  the  principle  upon  which  you  would  go  to  work  ? — 
Yes  ;  it  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  watershed.  It  is  difficult  to  give  information 
applying  to  all. 

9064.  Over  and  above  all  that,  you  would  require  to  have  an  expert  to  correlate 
all  the  data  you  had  obtained  ?— Yes,  you  would  require  to  have  a  rough  survey  to  get 
the  contours,  and  you  would  require  to  have  gaugings  of  the  streams  and  gaugings  of 
the  rainfall  to  enable  you  to  arrive  at  a  coefficient  of  what  may  be  the  run  off  from 
the  water  shed.  A  man  acquainted  with  work  in  connection  with  water  works  would 
have  to  be  employed.  I  do  not  say  that  he  would  be  required  for  any  one  single 
scheme,  but  he  might  take  one  or  two  of  the  schemes  in  hand  and  superintend  both. 

9065.  Would  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town,  in  your  opinion,  bo  prepared  to 
assist  in  a  work  of  that  kind  ? — I  would  not  like  to  say. 

9066.  Would  they  be  prepared  to  assist  in  any  way  ?  I  came  to  the  conclusion  from 
what  you  said  the  other  day  that  you  might  have  been  working  at  some  of  these 
schemes  in  connection  with  the  Town  Council  ? — The  Council  have  had  some 
communications,  and  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  anything  in  these  particular  offers, 
the  work  of  taking  gaugings  will  have  to  be  taken  in  hand. 

9067.  I  thought  that  possibly  the  Town  Council  might  have  begun  this  very  work 
that  is  so  much  required  ? — They  are  naturally  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  town  and 
know  that  they  have  to  look  out  for  a  scheme,  so  that  whatever  decision  the  Com¬ 
mission  arrive  at  the  information  will  be  of  service  to  someone  if  not  to  the  Cape  Town 
Council. 

(At  this  stage  witness  put  in  a  map  shewing  the  Steenbras,  the  Palmiet  River, 
and  Zonder  End  collecting  areas,  separately  coloured.)  Vide  9042. 

9068.  Is  this  map  worked  out  from  information  you  have  received  ? — Yes,  from 
returns  sent  me  by  Mr.  C.  Stewart,  and  other  information. 

9069.  Do  the  colourings  represent  the  possible  catchment  areas  ? — Yes. 

9070.  Is  there  any  possibility  of  combining  any  of  the  areas  col  oured  on  this 
map  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that ;  in  fact,  I  do  not  think  so,  because  the  llow  of 
water  is  in  different  directions. 

9071.  Could  any  be  connected  by  tunnel  or  otherwise? — I  could  not  say  without 
making  observations. 

9072.  With  what  object  have  these  schemes  been  looked  upon  ?— Simply  as  pos¬ 
sible  water  schemes  for  Cape  Town. 

9073.  Without  going  into  the  question  as  to  whether  the  water  could  be  brought 
here  or  not  ? — That  would  be  part  of  the  enquiry,  to  ascertain  whether  the  water  from 
these  watersheds  oould  be  brought  to  Cape  Town. 

9074.  Then  no  survey  has  been  taken  of  this  tripartite  area  to  lead  you  to  anv 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  possible  to  make  one  scheme  of  them  ? — No ;  there  must  be 
mountain  ranges  between  the  different  areas  because  the  rivers  flow  in  different 
directions. 

9075.  Then  they  are  looked  upon  by  you  as  being  distinct  sources  of  supply? — 
We  are  trying  to  see  wffiat  can  be  made  of  them. 

9076.  Are  all  these  areas  very  much  occupied  by  farms? — lam  not  acquainted 
with  the  localities  at  all. 

9077.  Have  you  measured  the  extent  of  the  land? — I  know  nothing  about  them 
except  that  this  rough  colouring  on  the  map  indicates  broadly  the  extent  of  the  schemes. 

9078.  May  we  take  it  that  the  head  waters  of  the  Palmiet  River  drain  approxi¬ 
mately  an  area  of  43f  square  miles  ? — I  am  not  acquainted  with  it. 

9079.  Can  you  tell  us  then  wrho  put  these  figures  on  the  map  ? — No. 

9080.  In  the  course  of  your  evidence  the  other  day  you  said  that  as  far  as  your 
knowledge  vreut  there  were  very  few  Water  Boards  in  existence  in  England  ? — Yerv  few. 

9081.  Ami  you  saw  no  reason  why  a  Municipal  Council  should  not  undertake 
considerable  enterprises  in  water  works  ? — There  is  no  reason  whatever. 

9082.  And  you  mentioned  some  cases  where  they  had  been  eminently  successful  ? — 
There  are  many. 

[G.  21-1902.]  « 
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9083.  So  far  as  I  can  gather,  the  main  objection  to  a  Town  Council  as  a  body  for 
carrying  out  such  works  is  that  the  personnel  of  the  Council  is  not  a  permanent  one  but 
is  constantly  changing? — That  can  be  obviated  by  adopting  the  English  practice  and 
br.nging  about  a  continuity  of  policy  by  appointing  Aldermen.  I  do  notsee  how  you  cau 
overcome  it  otherwise.  If  you  have  a  Water  Board  it  is  the  same,  that  is,  if  the  Board 
is  to  be  an  eleotive  one.  If  theyr  have  to  be  re-elected  every  three  years  you  have  to 
face  the  fact  that  unless  you  have  something  to  counteract  the  tendency  of  having 
practically  a  new  Board  every  5  or  6  years  you  would  have  to  elect  Aldermen. 

9084.  In  most  Councils  is  not  the  retirement  by  thirds? — That  is  so,  and  the  rule 
applies  to  Cape  Town.  To-dav  the  Cape  Town  Council  is  practically  a  new  one.  The 
number  of  Councillors  on  the  Board  is  less  than  one-third  of  the  men  who  were  sitting  A 
four  years  ago.  Two-tliirds  of  them  are  new  ones. 

908-5.  The  policy  of  the  Cape  Town  Council,  so  far  as  water  works  is  cou- 
oerned,  has  shown  commendable  continuity,  has  it  not  ? — That  is  so. 

90S6.  So  that  the  shifting  personnel  of  the  Council  has  not  affeoted  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  water  works  in  this  instance? — It  has  not  affected  the  water  question  at  all, 
nor  the  drainage  question,  but  still  the  fact  remains  that  it  might  have  done.  You 
have  not  the  same  thing  as  in  Liverpool,  Glasgow,  Manchester,  or  Birmingham,  where 
men  devote  practically  their  lives  to  one  particular  branch  of  Municipal  work  and  see 
it  through.  Here,  if  a  Councillor  does  not  exactly  catch  the  popular  eye.  he  is  apt  to 
be  thrown  out,  and  perhaps  the  new  man  who  comes  in  has  different  ideas.  It  is 
advisable  that  some  means  of  keeping  these  questions  in  a  progressive  line  should  be 
adopted. 

9087.  Dr.  Gregory.']  The  fact  of  your  water  construction  not  having  suffered  his 
been  largely  due  to  the  retention  on  the  Council  of  one  or  two  men  who  devoted  all 
their  attention  to  water,  like  Sir  John  Woodhead  ? — That  is  the  case. 

9088.  Ch  lirman.]  On  the  other  hand,  if  you  had  a  Board  independent  "of  the 
M  mieip  ility,  or  what  might  be  called  a  Water  Board,  that  Board  would  have  to 
have  its  own  staff,  and  the  Municipal  Council  proper  would  require  its  own  staff  as  well? 

— I  take  it  so,  and  if  you  have  a  Water  Board  independent  of  the  Municipality  it  means 
duplicating  the  staff  without  any  due  advantage. 

9089.  How  far  is  your  Water  Staff  now  distinct  from,  or  independent  of,  the 
other  branches  in  the  Council  ? — It  is  a  separate  department  entirely,  and  I  am  taking 
that  branch  alone.  The  work  has  grown  so  enormously. 

9090.  Your  department  attends  to  the  distribution  within  the  Municipal  area  as 
well  as  to  the  works  on  the  Mountain  ? — It  attends  to  everything  appertaining  to  water 
works  in  the  Municipal  area  and  Sea  Point  and  part  of  Woodstock. 

9691.  If  you  had  a  Water  Board,  its  officers  would  not  come  within  the  Munici¬ 
pality  to  attend  to  the  distribution  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

9092.  And  it  is  from  that  point  of  view  that  you  speak  of  two  staffs  being 
required  ? — That  is  so 

9093.  If  water  supply  was  taken  up  as  indicated  by  you,  one  staff  might  do  the 
work  ? — Yres  a  staff,  slightly  increased  from  what  it  is  now,  might  undertake  the  work. 

Even  if  the  new  scheme  cost  half  a  million  of  money  or  more  it  does  not  necessarily 
ITlLw  that  there  would  be  very  much  more  work  for  the  staff  than  before,  because  the 
work  would  to  a  great  measure  go  on  automatically.  The  principal  question  would  be 
the  supervision,  to  see  that  the  work  was  kept  in  thorough  order.  The  construction 
work  would  have  to  be,  for  the  time  bGng,  independent.  j 

9094  You,  told  us  that  it  would  be  a  very  good  plan  if  Cape  Town,  as  the  premier 
Munieqaa  ity,  were  to  undertake  the  provision  of  large  waterworks  and  distribute  tire 
water  mi  bulk  to  the  smaller  Municipalities  ? — That  is  my  personal  opinion. 

9045.  Ifo  you  see  any  objection  to  the  Council  or  a  unified  Municipality  undertaking 
the  work  for  the  whole  of  the  Municipalities  generally  ? — That  is  to  say,  have  one 
Council  for  the  whole  of  the  Municipalities  to  undertake  this  work  ? 

9096.  Yes ;  an  united  Municipality  doing  the  whole  Municipal  work.  —  It 
practically  amounts  to  the  same  thing.  There  would  be  no  objection  if  the 
whole  of  the  Municipalities  were  absorbed  into  one  large  Municipality.  It  is  tlie  same 
thing  except  on  a  larger  scale.  Each  Municipality  would  then  have  a  voice  in  the 
administration  through  its  members  on  tbe  Board. 

9097.  Each  Municipality  would  sink  its  individuality  as  a  Municipal  unit,  but  its 
ratepayers  would  have  a  voice  through  its  representatives  on  the  Board  ? — Yes,  that  is 
what  is  being  done  in  the  old  country. 

9098.  Ho  you  know  some  instances  of  that  kind? — There  is  the  instance  of 
Liverpool,  which  absorbed  four  large  Municipalities,  taking  over  an  additional  popu¬ 
lation  of  160,000,  and  under  the  powers  of  the  Bill  each  of  those  Municipalities  had 
the  right  to  elect  a  certain  number  of  members  to  the  Liverpool  Council.  Really  the 
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City  Council  was  enlarged  to  nearly  double  its  size  by  taking  over  the  members  from 
those  other  districts. 

9099.  In  what  year  was  that  done  ? — In  1895. 

9100.  By  legislative  action  ? — First  of  all  there  was  a  clear  understanding  between 
the  Liverpool  Corporation  and  the  other  Municipalities,  and  there  was  then  a  Bill 
authorising  the  extension  of  the  City  limits. 

9101.  You  said  the  other  day  that,  as  far  as  you  knew,  the  collecting  area  on  the 
top  of  Table  Mountain  acquired  by  Cape  Town  amounted  to  some  600  acres? — I  was 
referring  to  the  drainage  area.  I  did  not  mean  by  that  the  area  acquired  by  the 
Corporation  on  the  Mountain.  The  drainage  or  catchment  area  is  represented  by  some 
667  acres  or  thereabouts.  The  actual  area  of  Table  Mountain  I  have  not  got  at  present. 

9102.  And  I  think  you  said  that  that  practically  represented  all  the  area  up  there 
that  would  be  available  ? — Yes,  that  could  be  made  available  for  Cape  Town’s  supply. 

9103.  I  was  struck  by  some  evidence  in  reading  the  report  of  the  Select  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Cape  Town  and  Wynberg  Water  Supply  Bill  before  tne  House  in  1897. 
The  then  Town  Engineer,  Mr.  Oairncross,  was  under  examination,  and  this  was  part 
of  the  evidence  : — 
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“  Near  the  junction  of  the  Backwater  and  the  Disa  Streams  you  have  some 
small  streams  ? — Yes,  they  go  into  the  Disa  Stream. 

“  What  is  the  area  from  which  the  different  streams  get  their  water  ? —  t  ii 
area  available  for  the  Wynberg  supply  and  by  the  Disa  Stream  down  to  toe  piue 
track  is  close  on  to  1,000  acres,  and  the  area  for  the  Cape  Town  supply,  that  is 
for  the  Backwater  streams  down  to  the  point  ‘  R,  ’  on  the  map,  is  9x0  acres.” 

I  am  referring  to  this  point  because  we  had  a  witness  fromWynberg  who  said  that 
in  consequence  of  the  deal  in  connection  with  this  Bill  by  the  partition  of  the  drainage 
area  on  Table  Mountain,  Cape  Town  had  practically  acquired  the  whole,  while  the 
portion  assigned  to  Wynberg  was  practically  nil ;  in  consequence  of  wuich  the 
Wynberg  Municipality  had  been  obliged  to  increase  their  drainage  area  by  the 
purchase  of  the  farm  Orange  Kloof.  Now  you  say  that  the  Cape  Town  drainage 
area  is  only  667  acres? — That  is  to  the  Woodhead  Keservoir.  What  is  below  th  t, 
I  take  it,  is  the  amount  stated  by  Mr.  Cairncross.  That  667  acres  drains  into  the 
Woodhead  Keservoir. 

j,  9104.  There  may  be  more  drainage  area  then  ? — Perhaps  below,  but  I  do  not 

think  that  it  is  valuable  for  storage  purposes.  There  is  not  sufficient,  as  far  as  I  can 
remember,  suitable  for  a  storage  reservoir. 

9105.  Then  that  may  be  the  explanation  of  the  discrepancy  ? — Yes,  it  may  be  ; 
there  is  a  considerable  area  below  the  dams.  The  actual  aiea  of  all  Cape  Town’s  pro¬ 
perty  on  Table  Mountain  is  considerably  more  than  667  acres,  but  I  cannot  say  how 
much,  because  I  have  not  got  the  figures  with  me. 

9106.  I  suppose  that  the  area  now  belonging  to  the  Cape  Town  Council  is  that 
assigned  to  them  by  the  Act  of  1887  ?— I  suppose  so,  but  I  could  not  say  that. 

9107.  Dr.  GVryory.]  In  connection  with  what  you  stated  in  regard  to  the  steps 
which  should  be  taken  for  testing  the  capacity  of  a  water  scheme  before  its  introduction, 
assuming  that  the  Cape  Town  Council  were  agreeable,  would  you  be  prepared  to  render 
the  Commission  any  assistance  in  such  a  matter? — Personally  I  would  have  no  objec- 
tion,  but  it  is  entirely  a  question  for  the  Town  Council  to  decide. 

9108.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  likely  that  the  Council  would  accede  to  the  wishes 
of  the  Commission,  should  we  approach  them  in  that  matter? — I  have  no  means  of 
saying,  because  the  matter  has  not  been  discussed  by  the  Council.  The  whole  of  the 
information  which  I  have  given  to  you  this  morning  has  been  from  my  own  personal 
point  of  view.  It  is  not  the  view  of  the  Waterworks  Committee.  I  have  not 
discussed  it  with  them  at  all. 

9109.  You  said  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  reliable  professional  supervision 
of  such  preliminary  observations  and  work  ? — That  is  so. 

9110.  1  take  it  then  that  you  would  be  prepared  to  give  that  provided  the  Com¬ 
mission  desired  it  and  the  Council  were  agreeable? — I  would  have  no  objection,  but  it 
is  quite  competent  to  you  to  employ  an  outside  engineer. 

9111.  But  you  have  had  considerable  experience  not  only  here  but  in  England  ? — 
I  have  stated  that.  I  have  gone  into  the  question  and  visited  the  sites  so  as  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  particulars. 

9112.  Just  now  you  said,  in  speaking  of  a  separate  water  authority,  that  it  would 
be  necessary  for  there  to  be  two  staffs,  one  belonging  to  the  authority  tud  one  belong  urn 
to  each  local  area,  to  look  after  the  distribution  of  the  water.  Do  you  still  think  .  uat 
that  would  bo  really  necessary;  would  not  the  stall  of  the  Water  Authority  control  the 
whole  thing  from  the  time  of  collection  to  the  time  of  delivery  ? — It  entirely  depends 
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Mr  upon  wliat  you  propose  to  have.  If  an  independent  Water  Board  was  given  full  charge 
F'  Tr~  Rl  '■  of  all  the  water  schemes  in  the  Peninsula,  and  was  expected  to  find  a  fresh  water  suppty, 
«1  May,  1902.  then  I  take  it  that  you  are  going  to  absorb  the  schemes  in  which  the  Cape  Town  Corpora¬ 
tion.  for  one,  have  embarked,  and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  at  all  fair  to  absorb  them. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  what  the  Chairman  has  already  indicated  is  carried  out,  that  is  to 
say,  if  Cape  Town  Municipality,  or  a  Municipality  representing  the  others  as  one  combined 
Municipality,  could  do  it,  one  staff  could  manage  the  work  ;  but  if  you  have  a  separate 
Water  Board,  independent  of  the  Municipality,  I  do  not  see  that  you  could  work  it, 
because  you  would  have  conflict  between  the  bodies. 

9113.  In  what  respect  ? — In  the  matter  of  opening  up  streets  for  one  thing,  and 
the  control  of  town  work.  It  would  be  said  that  whatever  is  in  the  town  should  be 
controlled  by  the  town,  and  not  by  outside  bodies  or  persons. 

9114.  But  a  private  Company  running  a  water  supply,  such  as  the  Cape 
Suburban  Waterworks  Company  which  existed  up  to  quite  recently,  were  competent 
to  deal  with  that  supply  from  the  time  of  collection  to  the  time  of  distribution? — Yes, 
but  to-day  it  is  a  Water  Board,  and  if  the  Water  Board  provides  a  new  scheme,  I  take 
it  that  you  would  be  ready  to  adopt  it  and  pay  them.  You  would  refund  what  they 
had  paid. 

9115.  It  would  be  taken  over  at  its  value,  and  the  same  would  be  the  case  with  the 
Cape  Town  Waterworks  ? — I  have  never  heard  of  a  precedent  for  the  absorption  of  a 
Municipal  Waterworks.  I  have  heard  of  Municipal  Waterworks  absorbing  others,  but 
not  of  a  Water  Board  absorbing  Municipal  works. 

9116.  The  Water  Board  would  be  representing  the  Municipalities,  and  amongst  its 
members  Cape  Town  would  be  represented  ? — Yes,  and  Cape  Town  being  the  largest 
would  have  the  largest  voice,  so  that  practically  you  would  come  round  to  Cape  Town 
doing  the  work. 

9117.  It  would  come  to  that  as  far  as  taking  over  present  staffs  is  concerned, 
but  it  would  not  be  the  Cape  Town  Council ;  it  would  be  the  Water  Board  upon  which 
the  Cape  Town  Council  would  be  adequately  represented  ? — 1 That  might  be  the  case. 

9118.  Am  I  right  in  believing  that  your  view  is  that  Cape  Town,  on  account  of  its 
being  the  larger  authority  and  having  the  larger  water  scheme,  should  absorb  all  the 
others  ?— I  do  not  go  quite  so  far  as  that.  I  would  not  like  to  say  that  Cape  Town 
should  absorb  all  the  other  Municipalities.  I  have  no  particular  opinion  upon  that 
point,  but  if  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  embarked  on  a  scheme  on  a  large  scale  they 
might  be  quite  prepared  and  quite  able  to  supply  the  smaller  Municipalities  in  bulk. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  a  large  Municipality  is  formed,  taking  in  the  smaller  Munici¬ 
palities,  each  Municipality  would  then  have  a  voice  in  the  administration  of  affairs, 
including  the  Water  Department.  But  if  you  had  a  Water  Board  outside  that,  you 
would  have  a  s&eond  elective  council  in  which  the  ratepayers  would  have  a  very  small 
voice  indeed.  The  ratepayers  could  elect  the  Council  to  represent  them.  But  after 
that  there  would  be  the  inner  Council  or  Board  for  water  where  the  representation 
would  be  very  small. 

9119.  You  would  rather  have  direct  representation? — Yes,  that  is  desirable. 
Indirect  representation  is  a  farce. 

9120.  But  it  is  working  in  regard  to  the  Water  Board  now  existing  in  the  Cape 
Peninsula  ? — But  not  very  satisfactorily. 

9121.  Apparently  it  is  fairly  satisfactory  to  all  the  bodies  concerned  except  Wood- 
stock,  who  want  their  own  scheme  ? — Is  that  so  ? 

9122.  Presuming  that  this  Board  were  not  purely  a  Water  Board  but  were 
charged  with  other  large  matters  such  as  sewerage  and  lighting  and  works  of  that 
description,  can  you  see  any  difficulty  in  it? — You  might  as  well  have  one  large 
Corporation  and  have  done  with  it. 

9123.  It  would  result  in  that?— But  I  understand  that  you  were  arguing  a 
separate  Water  Board  ? 

9124.  Not  at  all,  but  is  there  anything  against  such  a  Corporation  or  Authority  ? — 
Nothing  whatever.  It  tends  to  have  one  body  and  not  a  multiplicity  of  them.  We  have 
sufficient  boards  now,  and  if  you  added  to  their  number  it  would  not  tend  to  economy. 

J  o  put  them  all  in  one  Board  would  necessarily  mean  economy. 

9125.  Then  the  difference  of  opinion  on  the  matter  is  really  one  more  of  terms: 
that  is  to  say,  whether  you  establish  a  new  corporate  body  with  representation  from  all 
the  present  local  areas,  or  whether  you  take  Cape  Town  as  a  starting  point  and  amalga¬ 
mate  the  other  Municipalities  with  it  and  revise  the  constitution  of  Cape  Town,  it 
comes  to  the  same  thing  in  the  end  ? — Practically. 

9126.  You  as  a  Cape  Town  Official  prefer  to  look  at  it  from  the  point  of  view  of 
amalgamation  with  Cape  Town  and  are-arrangement  of  its  constitution? — I  am  taking 
that  as  being  the  course  which  has  been  found  to  work  most  satisfactorily  in  the  old 
country,  and  there  the  larger  absorbs  the  smaller  and  not  the  smaller  the  larger. 
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9127.  As  a  practical  man,  do  you  recommend  this  absorption  by  Capo  Town  ? — Take  _  ^  Mry>  /  , 
the  instance  of  Liverpool  aad  the  extension  of  that  city  :  it  was  not  looked  upon  as  h'  _1_  °'nfs- 
absorption  or  amalgamation,  it  was  just  regarded  as  an  extension  of  the  city  limits,  22nd  May,  1902. 
because  you  couid  not  separate  the  interests  of  any  of  the  places  taken  in  from  the 

interests  of  Liverpool. 

9128.  But  you  see,  in  one  way  of  setting  about  it  you  satisfy  Cape  Town's 
sentiments  and  in  the  other  way  you  satisfy  the  sentiments  of  the  different  smaller 
local  authorities  ? — Sentiments  will  have  very  little  sway  in  the  matter  when  it  is 
known  that  the  ratepayers’  pockets  are  to  be  benefited. 

9129.  Dr.  Anderson.']  Have  you  any  experience  of  the  working  of  Water  Boards 
in  England  ? — I  have  no  personal  experience,  but  I  know  of  one  or  two  Water  Boards. 

9130.  There  have  been  several  cases  in  which  Water  Boards  have  been  broken  up, 
have  there  not  P — Yes;  they  are  simply  formed  where  you  cannot  get  the  different  bodies 
interested  to  agree.  I  remember  that  Derby  aud  Leicester  went  fighting  about  the 
Derwent  scheme.  The  House  of  Commons  could  not  satisfy  either  one  or  the  other, 
and  so  a  Water  Board  was  formed. 

9131.  You  would  object  to  a  Water  Board  having  control  over  Cape  Town  ? — 

Yes.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  right. 

9132.  You  have  a  general  objection  to  the  streets  and  other  Municipal  works 
being  interfered  with  by  any  Board  or  Company  ? — The  Corporation  should  have 
complete  control  of  everything  within  the  Municipality,  and  not  an  outside  body. 

9133.  That  is  one  of  the  great  objections  to  Water  Companies  and  Gras  Companies  P 
— That  is  so;  the  tendency  is  everywhere  to  buy  them  out  so  that  the  Corporation  can 
have  complete  control  in  the  Borough  limits. 

9134.  Dr.  Gregory.]  I  suppose  you  would  apply  that  to  tramways  ? — It  is  a  great 
pity  that  the  tramways  in  Cape  Town  are  not  Corporation  property. 

9135.  Chairman.]  May  I  ask  you  in  a  general  way  whether  you  came  prepared 
with  information  which  we  have  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  extract  from  you  ? — No; 
on  the  questions  raised  I  think  you  have  practically  got  all  the  information  I  had 
prepared.  I  had  of  course  prepared  it  so  as  to  meet  every  possible  contingency,  though 
I  had  occasionally  to  give  it  in  a  way  in  which  I  had  not  prepared  it.  For  instance, 
you  asked  me  a  question  as  to  what  was  the  quantity  of  water  per  head  of  the  Cape 
Town  population  for  the  dry  period  of  the  year.  I  had  not  prepared  it  in  that  par¬ 
ticular  form,  but  I  had  prepared  it  in  another  form,  and  it  was  in  that  way  that  you 
got  it. 

9136.  We  should  be  glad  if,  from  your  experience,  you  could  supply  us  with  any 
further  information  which  would  help  us  in  our  enquiry  ? — I  will  endeavour  to  do  so, 
but  it  must  be  understood  that  the  opinions  I  have  expressed  are  my  own  personal 
opinions. 

[Mr.  Wynne-Roberts  subsequently  stated  that  the  area  on  Table  mountain  under 
the  control  of  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  was  491  morgen  433  square  roods,  or 
1,042’437  acres. 1 
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FRIDAY,  23k l)  MAT,  1902. 

\ 

Present : 


Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  ( Chairman ). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory.  Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson.  Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Vilt.iers. 

Mr.  Herbert  Peter  Parrow  Rigby,  M.I.C.E.,  examined. 


913)7.  Chairman.]  What  is  your  full  name,  Mr.  Rigby? — Herbert  Peter  Barrow 
Rigby. 

9138.  What  are  your  qualifications  ? — Drainage  Engineer  of  Cape  Town. 

9139.  What  are  your  diplomas? — Member  of  the  Institute  of  Civil  Engineers. 

9140.  When  were  you  appointed  to  the  position  you  now  hold? — 1  came  out  to 
the  Cape  Town  Council  in  1892. 


Mr. 

E.  P.  B.  Rigby. 
23rd  May,  1902. 
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7  p  ^r-  .  9141.  And  before  you  came  out  bad  you  much  experience  in  drainage  works  ? — 

‘  '■  Yes.  1  had  a  considerable  amount  of  experience  in  drainage  works. 

- -rd  May,  ic 02  9142.  In  England  or  in  the  Colonies,  or  in  both? — Both  in  England  and 

America. 

9143.  What  staff  have  you  under  you  in  Cape  Town  ? — That  is  one  question  which 
I  notice  upon  this  list.  I  may  say  on  this  point  that  the  staff  at  the  present  time  is 
hardly  any  criterion  to  go  upon  as  regards  the  staff  that  would  be  required  for  carrying 
out  a  proper  drainage  scheme,  because,  in  the  first  place,  our  main  drainage  scheme  is 
practically  complete,  the  stormwater  drainage  is  going  on, — not  quite  so  fast  as  we 
should  like  it  to  proceed  though, — but  I  could  give  you  the  staff  that  we  should  require 
when  the  works  are  going  on  at  a  reasonable  rate  :  One  Chief  Engineer,  three  Assistant 
Engineers,  two  Surveyors,  four  Clerks,  one  Storekeeper,  five  Drainage  Inspectors. 

9144.  That  is  reduced  now  to  a  very  much  smaller  proportion  ? — It  is  smaller, 
of  course,  at  the  present  time.  We  have  now  one  Chief  Engineer,  three  Assistant 
Engineers,  one  Surveyor,  three  Clerks,  and  one  Store-keepsr.  We  have,  besides,  a 
number  of  Drainage  Inspectors,  but  the  number  of  these  fluctuates  according  to  the 
amount  of  work  that  there  is  to  be  done. 

9145.  When  did  Cape  Town  begin  the  construction  of  its  modern  system  of 
sewerage  ? — In  accordance  with  the  designs  from  which  we  have  carried  out  the  work, 
we  commenced  to  construct  the  sewage  sewers  on  the  28th  March,  1894,  and  the  storm¬ 
water  sewers  on  the  17th  January,  1899. 

9146.  How  far  did  the  plans  originally  given  by  Mr.  Dunscombe  enter  into  the 
works  as  they  now  stand  ? — I  suppose  you  don’t  wish  me  to  give  you  the  whole 
history  of  the  Dunscombe  scheme. 

9147.  No. — As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  general  system  of  sewerage  was  planned  by 
Mr.  Clement  Dunscombe,  M.I.C.E. ;  the  main  intercepting  sewer  and  outfall  was  in 
accordance  with  the  designs  made  by  Mr.  W.  Thomas  Olive,  M.I.C.E.  ;  and  the 
storm-water  drainage  of  the  City  of  Cape  Town  now  being  carried  out  was  designed  by 
myself. 

9148.  Now,  what  was  the  intention  with  regard  to  the  sewers  proper  ;  what  were 
they  intended  to  carry  off  ? — They  were  intended  to  take  away  all  the  foul  water  from 
w.c.’s,  from  all  urinals,  kitchen  wastes,  and  also  water  falling  upon  limited  yard  areas, 
also  all  ordinary  sewage  which  would  result  from  trade  uses. 

9149.  And  you  would  perhaps  describe  to  the  Commission  the  system  of  storm¬ 
water  drainage  which  you  planned  generally  ? — Yes.  Of  course  the  storm¬ 
water  drainage  is  entirely  a  separate  system,  and  is  designed  to  carry  away  all  rainwater 
which  may  fall  upon  areas  of  land  other  than  those  limited  yard  areas  to  which  I  have 
already  referred  Practically  all  the  water  falling  on  the  whole  of  the  watershed  on 
this  side  of  Table  Mountain  ;  in  other  words,  the  whole  of  the  watershed  within  the 
Municipality  draining  into  Table  Bay.  The  watershed  on  the  other  side  of  Kloof  Nek 
is  not  dealt  with  in  the  present  scheme. 

9150.  Are  these  stormwater  drainage  works  as  far  advanced  as  the  sewerage 
works? — No  ;  practically  the  whole  of  the  sewerage  sewers  are  laid  (about  73  miles), 
and  only  about  11  miles  of  stormwater  sewers  have  been  laid. 

9151.  And  that  work  is  going  on  ? — Yes,  the  works  in  connection  with  the  storm¬ 
water  drainage  is  going  on. 

9152.  Ha,ve  you  any  statement  to  make  as  to  the  population  for  which  these 
sewers  were  constructed  or  designed  ? — Referring  to  Mr.  Dunscombe’s  report,  which 
accompanied  his  preliminary  design  of  the  work,  it  is  stated  there  that  51,083  persons 
comprised  the  population  provided  for, — that  is  the  present  population  basis — (in  1891), 
because  the  ultimate  population  is  taken  at  90,000  persons.  In  designing  the  main 
intercepting  sewer  and  the  outfall  an  allowance  has  been  made  for  an  increase  upon 
this  ultimate  population  of  90,000,  up  to  about  120,000. 

9153.  Does  the  allowance  for  that  increase  include  the  areas  of  Spa  Point  and 
Green  Point? — No. 

9154.  Sea  Point  and  Green  Point  have  their  own  system  of  sewerage  ? — They 
have  an  entirely  separate  and  distinct  system  of  sewers. 

9155.  Now  how  many  houses  in  Cape  Town  have  been  surveyed  for  sewerage 
purposes? — All  those  houses  ivhich  require  drainage  have  been  surveyed — when  I  say 
surveyed,  I  mean  that  plans  have  been  submitted  for  them.  This  has  been  done  for 
all  with  the  exception  of  perhaps  half-a-dozen  or  a  dozen. 

9156.  And  of  -.hose  how  many  have  been  connected  ? — All  have  been  connected 
with  the  exception  of  about  21)  or  30.  Of  course  you  will  understand  that  I  am  not 
counting  new  buildings  that  are  from  time  to  time  going  up.  In  those  cases  drainage 
plans  are  submitted  along  with  the  plans  for  the  buildings,  and  the  drainage  of  those 
houses  is  carried  out  as  the  buildings  near  completion. 
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9157.  Our  object  was  to  got  an  idea  of  how  far  the  work  had  really  progressed,  ^ 

and  from  what  you  say  that  seems  quite  satisfactory?  —The  sewerage  part  of  the  drainage  *  *  _1  UJ  "J 

of  Cape  Town  is  practically  complete  with  the  exception  of  the  outfall.  There  are  one  23rd  May,  1902 
or  two  lengths  of  street  sewers  still  to  be  laid,  in  all  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  It 

would  be  necessary  to  explain  perhaps  that  the  works  do  not  include  new  sites  and  new 
streets  which  are  being  laid  out. 

9158.  You  told  us  just  now  the  length  of  street  that  has  been  sewered? — Yes, 


73  miles. 

9159.  Does  that  about  cover  the  whole  system  of  streets  in  Cape  Town  ? — With 
the  exception,  of  course,  of  those  places  which  may  be  laid  out  hereafter.  Just  now 
new  streets  are  being  formed  on  the  Oranjezicht  Estate  which  is  being  laid  out  for 
building  purposes. 

9100.  That  main  intercepting  sewer,  could  you  tell  us  more  particulars  about  that  ? 
Could  you  tell  us  something  more  about  its  size,  cost,  and  length  ? — The  length  of  the 
main  intercepting  sewer  proper  is  18,350  feet,  and  it  ranges  in  size  from  24  iuches  in 
diameter  to  four  feet  six  inches  diameter 

9101.  Is  the  whole  line  of  stoneware  pipes? — All  the  portions  which  are  over 
two  feet  diameter  are  constructed  of  concrete  with  inverted  brick-lining,  and  brick 
arch. 


9102.  And  the  other  portions? — They  are  constructed  of  glazed  stoneware 
pipes. 

9163.  Could  you  give  the  Commission  any  idea  of  what  the  main  intercepting 
sewer  has  cost  ? — The  cost  of  it  is  about  £14  per  yard,  if  you  take  the  total  length 
from  end  to  end.  I  ought  perhaps  to  mention,  however,  that  if  the  Commission 
require  the  cost  of  this  work  for  the  purpose  of  making  a.  comparison,  the  figures  would 
be  unreliable,  because  in  connection  with  our  main  intercepting  sewer  we  had  to  drive 
a  tunnel  across  Green  Point  Common  a  length  of  about  one  and  a  half  miles  at  a  cost 
alone  of  £35,000,  which  sum  is  of  course  included  in  the  price  of  the  construction  of 
the  whole  of  which  I  have  given  the  cost  per  yard. 

9164.  That  of  course  would  raise  the  average  expenditure? — Yes;  take  for 
iustanoe  the  portion  of  the  intercepting  sewer  which  is  two  feet  in  diameter,  that 
would  only  cost  about  £2  per  yard — it  is  the  tunnel  which  brings  up  the  cost. 

9165.  And  that  four  feet  six  inches  diameter,  the  whole  of  that  is  included  in 
the  price  ? — Yes;  in  ordiuary  streets  that  size  might  cost  about  £4  10s  per  yard,  but 
the  tunnelling  was  the  chief  source  of  expense.  The  £35,000  was  simply  for  the 
excavation  in  connection  with  the  making  of  the  tunnel,  and  not  for  the  construction  of 
the  work  inside  the  tunnel  itself. 

9166.  And  what  length  of  that  intercepting  sewer  is  of  two  feet  diameter  ?— About 
300  feet. 

9107.  Where  does  that  start  from ? — Sir  Lowry  Road  at  the  junction  of  Russel 
Street. 


9168.  And  it  ends? — In  Russel  Street  at  the  junction  of  Selkirk  Street. 

9169.  Aud  up  towards  Woodstock  what  kind  of  works  have  been  put  down? — 
Ordinary  contributory  sewers  which  converge  to  the  main  intercepting  sewer. 

9170.  blow  far  would  it  be  from  the  end  of  the  main  intercepting  sewer  to  the 
boundary  of  Woodstock? — About  1,000  feet. 

9171.  That  portion  of  the  main  intercepting  sewer  which  is  two  feet  in  diameter 
would,  I  presume,  only  suit  the  immediate  neighbourhood  in  which  it  is  constructed  ? 
— Yes,  it  is  only  calculated  to  suit  that  neighbourhood. 

9172.  It  would  not  carry  the  sewage  of  places  like  Woodstock,  for  instance,  if  that 
area  were  joined  on  to  it  ? — That  is  rather  a  large  question,  and  I  am  afraid  I  could  not 
answer  it  olf-hand.  In  the  first  place  I  don’t  kuow  what  the  population  of  Woodstock 
is,  nor  do  I  kuow  what  their  arrangements  are  as  to  allowance  per  head  per  day  which 
has  been  made,  the  system  of  sewage  deckled  upon,  &e.  All  these  questions  would 
have  to  be  gone  into  before  one  would  be  in  a  position  to  say. 

9173.  We  are  putting  you  the  question  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  amalgamation, 
either  by  sewers  being  combined  or  by  Municipalities  being  combined.  I  may  say  that 
the  present  population  of  Woodstock  is  estimated  to  be  about  30,000,  and  it  is  growing 
very  rapidly?- — In  designing  a  drainage  scheme  the  present  population  canuot  be  relied 
upon  alone;  you  must  take  an  ultimate  population  for  which  the  scheme  must  be 
designed. 

9174.  I  am  putting  the  question  because  the  idea  has  been  mooted  of  bringing 
the  sewerage  of  Woodstock  along  in  that  direction,  and  of  course  your  works  have  not 
been  designed  or  constructed  from  that  point  of  view? — Our  works  certainly  have 
a  limit  of  capacity,  but  of  course  as  to  whether  Woodstock  will  be  able  to  come  in  or 
not,  I  could  not  say.  At  this  stage  I  may  perhaps  mention  that  some  short  time  ago 
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//.  t 
-3rd 


Mr.  there  was  an  application  from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Woodstock  (who  I  presume  wrote  on 
'•  -  ■  behalf  of  the  Municipal  Council  of  Woodstock)  asking  the  City  Council  of  Cape  Town 

Mo.  iso.’,  whether  it  would  be  possible  for  Woodstock  to  connect  their  drainage  to  the  Cape 
Town  system.  In  reply  to  that  application,  I  asked  for  fuller  information  as  regards 
population,  the  quantity  of  drainage  or  sewage  which  is  likely  to  be  dealt  with,  and 
also  information  upon  such  other  points  as  would  be  required  before  an  Engineer  could 
decide  suoh  a  matter.  They  did  not  reply  to  that  letter  and  nothing  further  has  been 
heard  of  the  subject.  Of  course  it  is  possible  that  a  portion  of  Woodstock,  though  not 
the  whole,  could  be  drained  into  the  main  intercepting  sewer  of  Cape  Town,  but  only 
on  certain  conditions. 

9175.  What  was  the  date  of  that  application  from  Woodstock  ? — The  Woodstock  * 

Council  applied  on  the  loth  August,  1900,  and  our  Council  replied  on  the  28th 
August,  1900.  As  far  as  I  know,  we  have  had  no  reply  from  Woodstock  to  the  letter 

we  sent  asking  for  further  particulars. 

9176.  You  contemplated  at  that  time  that  a  portion  of  Woodstock  could  have  been 
sewered  through  Cape  Town,  but  nothing  further  was  done  in  the  matter  owing  to 
the  absence  of  the  necessary  data,  I  suppose  ? — Yes;  at  that  time,  if  they  had  supplied 
us  with  the  information  asked  for,  we  should  have  been  in  a  position  to  say  definitely 
what  Cape  Town  would  then  have  been  prepared  to  do  in  that  direction,  but  it  does  not 
necessarily  follow  that  we  could  have  taken  their  sewage  all  the  same. 

9177.  Could  much  of  the  Woodstock  sewage  conveniently  come  along  your  main 
intercepting  sewer  ? — A  portion  might  possibly  be  gravitated  into  our  sewer,  but  if  the 
whole  of  the  sewage  of  Woodstock  had  to  be  dealt  with  then  unquestionably  a  very 
great  proportion  of  it  would  have  to  be  pumped.  The  point  at  which  it  would  join 
would  be  Selkirk  Street  at  the  j  unction  of  Russel  Street  and  that  is  very  much  higher 
than  the  lower  portion  of  Woodstock.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  say  what  area  of  the 
place  could  be  taken  in  without  having  the  levels  and  other  particulars  supplied  to  me. 

9178.  And  those  have  not  been  supplied  to  you? — No. 

9179.  The  presumption,  therefore,  is  thac  they  are  contemplating  their  own 
independent  scheme  ? — So  I  understand. 

9180.  Did  you  do  all  your  drainage  works  departmentally  ? — About  nine-tenths 
of  the  excavating  work  has  been  done  by  contract,  but  all  the  permanent  works  have  been 
done  departmentally.  Works  that  have  been  done  departmentally  are  :  Construction 
of  sewers,  importation  of  material,  construction  of  manholes,  and  generally  everything 
that  might  be  laid  down  as  permanent  works  has  been  done  departmentally.  Excava¬ 
tions  and  carting  have  been  done  mainly  by  contract. 

9181.  And  have  you  experienced  any  extraordinary  difficulties — any  unforeseen 
difficulties — in  carrying  out  excavations  ?—  Not  very  serious  ones  until  recently;  but 
we  have  had  difficulties  in  Cape  Town,  because  we  have  had  to  deal  with  an  old,  obsolete 
system,  especially  in  connection  with  the  stormwater  sewers.  We  have  bad  a  good  deal 
of  trouble  in  carrying  out  portions  of  the  work,  but  we  have  always  been  able  to  sur¬ 
mount  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  from  time  to  time. 

9182.  How  did  you  do  house  connections  in  Cape  Town?  Were  they  generally 
carried  out  by  the  Corporation,  or  did  the  private  owners  do  them  themselves? — In 
the  majority  of  cases  house  connections  were  laid  concurrently  with  the  laying  of  the 
sewers  in  the  streets.  The  rest  of  the  drainage  proper  for  the  connection  of  the  houses 
lias  been  done  by  the  private  owners,  except  in  a  few  cases  where  ,the  work  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  Council  at  the  request  of  the  private  owners.  Of  course,  it  was 
impossible  in  laying  the  main  sewers  to  foresee  the  actual  connections  which  would  be 
required  with  a  view  to  making  provision  at  once  in  every  case,  and  some  of  these 
connections  have  had  to  be  done  from  time  to  time  as  they  became  necessary.  All  the 
branches  which  have  had  to  be  laid  within  the  building  line  of  the  streets  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  Corporation  themselves,  at  the  expense,  of  course,  of  the  owners. 

9183.  Have  you  charged  the  capital  sum  to  the  owner? — The  actual  expenses 
plus  ten  per  cent,  to  cover  wear  and  tear  of  tools  and  other  plant. 

9184.  You  have  made  no  arrangements  for  them  to  pay  for  these  connections  by 
an  extra  rate  ? — No. 

9185.  Or  by  instalments  ? — There  have  been  a  few  cases  where  the  whole  system 
ot  the  drainage  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Town  Council  at  the  request  of  owners  who 
were  not  in  very  good  circumstances.  The  Council  have,  in  those  cases,  under  the 
powers  conferred  upon  them  by  the  Cape  Town  Municipal  Amendment  Act  of  1897, 
arranged  to  carry  out  the  work,  and  by  that  arrangement  the  owners  are  allowed  to 
pay  for  the  work  by  instalments  spread  over  a  certain  number  of  years  varying  from 
two  to  five  years. 

9186.  Ton  don’t  know  whether  the  Corporation  has  had  any  bad  debts  under  that 
head  r — So  far  we  have  not  had  any  bad  debts  in  that  connection.  The  Council  have 
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only  done  work  to  the  extent  of  £3,000  under  these  conditions,  and  up  to  the  present 
we  have  received  £1,180,  There  are  still  further  instalments  to  be  paid,  and  so  far  I 
have  had  no  reports  that  there  are  any  bad  debts  or  likely  to  be  any. 

9187.  Now  then,  coming  to  the  question  of  the  fittings  in  connection  with  houses 
by  plumbers,  have  you  had  any  trouble  iu  that  respect  ? — Yes,  the  plumbers  in  Cape 
Towu  were  far  from  being  up-to-date  when  first  the  sewerage  works  were  commenced. 
With  the  exception  of  a  very  few  they  showed  a  scanty  knowledge  of  the  requirements 
of  plumbing  work,  but  as  time  went  on  we  have  been  able  to  educate  them  up  to  a 
modern  standard,  so  that  at  the  present  time  we  have  not  very  much  difficulty.  The 
chief  difficulty  is  iu  connection  with  the  shady  sort  of  plumbers  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
doing,  or  at  least  try  to  do,  scampy  work,  and  they  try  to  do  it  in  such  a  way  that  we 
cannot  get  at  them ;  many  of  the  house  drainage  systems,  although  at  one  time 
approved  by  us,  have  since  that  date  been  interfered  with  without  our  knowledge. 

9188.  Are  those  the  private  connections  ? — In  the  private  drainage  connections. 
The  department  does  the  drainage  within  the  building  line  of  the  streets  themselves, 
but  beyoud  that  the  drainage  inside  the  properties  is  done  by  the  owners,  who  get  the 
plumbers  to  carry  out  the  work  for  them,  and  we  have  found  that  in  some  instances  the 
drains  have  been  tampered  with.  I  don’t  mean  for  a  moment  to  say  that  it  is  very 
general,  but  at  the  same  time  it  has  happened. 

9189.  Do  you  desire  work  of  that  kind,  or  any  change  in  that  respect,  to  be  carried 
out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Corporation  staff  ? — Of  course  in  all  cases,  any  work 
done  iu  connection  with  the  drainage  systems  of  properties,  should  be  done  under  the 
supervision  of  the  department,  and  in  a  general  way  all  the  work  is  done  under  the 
supervision  of  the  officers  of  the  department,  but  if  a  plumber  is  inclined  to  go  on  with 
the  work  in  connection  with  the  drainage  systems  without  serving  the  department  with 
the  proper  notice  then  of  course  the  department  would  not  be  aware  that  such  work  is 
being  proceeded  with.  And  the  work  may  be  carried  out  by  such  a  plumber  in  a  way 
which  might  upset  the  effectiveness  of  the  whole  system  of  drainage. 

9190.  Is  there  no  penalty  provided  in  your  regulations  for  that? — Yes;  the  only 
thing  is  I  am  afraid  that  the  regulations  are  not  clearly  enough  defined  in  this  behalf. 
We  have  had  one  or  two  cases  iu  Court,  but  unfortunately  we  have  lost  them.  One  man 
was  summoned  for  allowing  his  drainage  to  be  tampered  with  without  giving  proper 
notice,  and  the  result  was  we  lost  the  case;  the  Magistrate  said  we  should  have  summoned 
the  plumber.  Iu  another  case  we  did  summon  the  plumber,  but  we  lost  that  case  because 
the  Magistrate  said  we  should  have  summoned  the  owner.  I  think  the  difficulty  could 
to  a  very  great  extent  be  got  over  by  licensing  the  plumbers  here. 

9191 .  Could  you  not  compromise  the  difficulties  by  summoning  both  the  defaulters  ? 
— I  think  the  position  of  affairs  is  this  that  the  Council  have  got  a  bit  disgusted  with 
the  verdicts  of  some  of  the  Magistrates  in  Cape  Town  in  connnection  with  cases  whioh 
they  have  had -to  bring  before  them,  and  our  only  alternative  has  been  to  keep  an  eye 
on  properties  where  alterations  or  additions  to  drainage  systems  are  likely  to  be  required. 

9192.  Dr.  Gre<jory."\  Has  it  been  your  experience  of  such  regulations  elsewhere 
usually  to  include  a  plumber  in  the  list  of  parties  who  are  responsible  if  such  breaches 
of  regulations  occur  ?  Are  not  really  the  persons  who  own  the  property  and  who  order 
the  work  to  be  done  responsible  ? — As  a  rule  yes,  and  the  department  try  as  far  as 
possible  to  deal  with  the  owner.  But  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  the  plumber  is  taken  into 
account.  Besides,  as  a  rule  the  owner  of  property  is  most  ignorant  as  regards  matters  of 
drainage,  and  therefore  we  have  to  deal  with  the  plumber.  Of  course  in  a  case  of 
difficulty  such  as  a  breach  of  regulations,  and  so  on,  we  deal  with  the  owner. 

9193.  Is  it  usual,  say,  in  England  to  include  the  plumber  as  a  party  who  could  be 
sued  in  such  cases  ? — Not  as  a  rule. 

9194.  Is  there  not  a  weakness  in  your  regulations  in  this  respect  ? — Yes  ;  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  admit  that,  and,  as  I  have  already  stated,  our  regulations  do  not 
clearly  enough  define  the  responsible  party. 

9195.  I  ask  you  that  question  because  at  the  time  when  the  regulations  were 
framed,  the  Government  drew  attention  to  their  weakness  in  this  particular  ? — There  is,  I 
must  say,  a  certaiu  amount  of  control  over  the  plumber,  but  iu  my  opinion  all  plumbers 
and  drainage  contractors  should  be  licensed  in  the  same  way  as  they  are  licensed  at 
Home  in  almost  all  large  towns. 

9196.  Chairman .]  By  the  Corporation  ? — Yes. 

9197.  On  the  recommendations  of  their  engineering  staff? — Each  man  before  he 
cun  get  a  license  to  practice  as  a  plumber  or  drainage  contractor  must  be  able  to  prove 
that  he  is  a  competent  man  to  be  placed  on  the  list.  If  at  a  later  date  the  Council 
found  that  that  man  had  been  doing  any  scampy  work  in  connection  with  plumbing 
and  drainage  they  might  strike  him  off  the  list.  That  seems  of  course  rather  a 
stringent  measure,  but  it  has  had  good  results  at  Home.  1  may  say  that  the  plumber 
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H  r  b'  v  /b  anc^  <irainage  contractors  who  take  an  interest  in  their  work,  and  who  are  desirous  of 
•  1 .  y-  arriving  at  the  best  results  would  be  only  too  pleased  to  be  licensed,  and  I  am  per- 

-Sul  Mav,  19  feetly  sure  that  they  would  be  quite  in  accord  with  my  opinion  on  that  point. 

9198  Are  individual  owners  of  properties  not  under  an  obligation  to  keep  a  plan 
of  their  drainage  arrangements  ? — Not  under  any  obligation,  but  they  have  to  submit  a 
plan  before  any  arrangements  ate  carried  out;  they  have  to  submit  apian  in  duplicate 
to  the  department,  and  this  plan  is  looked  over  by  one  of  the  inspectors  who  visits  the 
site  of  the  property.  Almost  invariably  it  becomes  necessary  to  make  additions  and 
alterations  to  it,  but  at  the  same  time  a  plan  is  put  in  which  is  ultimately  approved  by 
the  department,  one  copy  being  kept  bv  the  department  and  one  being  given  back  to 
the  owner.  After  the  plan  has  been  approved  the  work  can  be  given  out  by  the  owner 

by  contract  or  he  could  do  it  himself.  In  any  case  the  work  is  then  carried  out  under 

our  supervision. 

9199.  You  say  that  one  of  the  plans  is  filed  in  your  department  ? — Yes,  one  is 
retained  by  the  department  and  one  is  given  back  to  the  owner.  We  have  a  plan  of 
every  system  of  drainage  carried  out  in  Cape  Town  from  the  time  such  work  came 
under  the  supervision  of  the  existing  Department. 

9200.  Of  every  property? — Yes;  if  an  owner  lost  his  plan,  as  most  of  them  do,  and 
he  wanted  to  know  exactly  what  the  general  system  of  drainage  was,  or  what  the 
position  was  of  his  drains,  then  all  he  need  do  is  to  come  to  our  office  or  to  give  us  the 
name  of  the  owner  or  the  number  of  his  property  or  of  the  street,  and  we  could  turn 
rip  the  information  for  him  in  a  few  minutes. 

9201.  I  suppose  you  don  t  care  about  entering  into  the  question  of  finance  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  sewerage  works  ?  — Is  that  in  connection  with  the  general  loans  ? 

9202.  Yes.- -No  ;  1  am  not  quite  prepared  to  give  evidence  on  that  point,  as  it  is 
really  outside  my  province,  at  all  events  in  connection  with  the  drainage  of  Cape 
Town. 

9203.  Could  you  inform  the  Commission  whether  the  expenses  in  connection  with 
the  professional  staff  of  the  Cape  Town  Town  Council  have  been,  more  or  less, 
what  would  be  the  average  in  your  experience  in  other  places  ? — More,  I  should  say,  but 
it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  we  have  done  fully  one-half  of  the  work  departmentally, 
and  under  those  circumstances  we  have  been  acting  really  like  contractors  as  well 
as  engineers,  and  the  staff  has  had  to  be  augmented  accordingly.  Notwithstanding 
that,  however,  I  think  the  cost  of  the  staff  would  probably  ouly  work  out  at  about 
five  per  cent,  of  the  whole  cost. 

9204.  Could  not  the  same  staff  have  carried  out  larger  works  ? — Not  without 
further  assistance. 

9205.  And  assistance  further  in  the  same  degree  as  the  amount  of  work  that 
is  added  to  what  you  have  now  to  do  ? — Yes. 

9206.  Now  is  your  system  of  sewerage  entirely  a  gravitation  one  ? — The  system 
is  a  gravitation  system  but  from  the  properties  In  the  lower  part  of  Cape  Town, 
starting  from  the  Woodstock  boundary  and  taking  the  area  between  the  Bay  and 
Selkirk  Street,  Sir  Lowry  Road,  Darling  Street,  Castle  Street  and  Dock  Road,  tha 
sewage  is  pumped  by  Shone’s  ejectors. 

9207.  Where  are  the  ejectors  placed? — One  in  Newmarket  Street,  near  Nelson 
Street ;  a  second  one  at  the  corner  of  Newmarket  Street  and  Stuckeris  Street ;  a  third 
in  Tennant  Street,  at  the  corner  of  Sir  Lowry  Road,  and  a  fourth  in  Riebeek  Street, 
near  Adderley  Streefi 

9208.  These  are  pneumatic  ejectors  ? — Yes.  They  are  worked  by  compressed  air 

.  from  a  central  station,  which  has  been  erected  on  the  Early  Morning  Market  grounds. 

9209.  That  is  a  small  proportion  of  your  sewerage  ? — Yes,  about  15  per  cent, 
perhaps. 

9210.  Does  that  add  very  much  to  the  cost  of  your  management  ? — As  a  matter 
of  fact  that  involves  the  greatest  amount  of  cost  in  connection  with  the  annual 
maintenance. 

9211.  15  per  cent,  of  your  sewerage  is  lifted  by  those  ejectors  ? — Yes  lifted  to  a 
height  of  from  14  to  27  feet. 

9212.  What  proportion  would  that  form  of  the  general  cost  of  maintenance  ? — 
Over  two-thirds  I  should  say. 

9213.  I)r.  Gregory .]  What  does  that  amount  to  ? — £2,100. 

9214.  Is  that  £2,1 00  the  whole  cost  or  does  that  represent  two-thirds  only  ? — No, 
the  total  cost  of  management  at  the  present  time,  excepting  of  course  the  amount  of 
money  paid  for  interest  on  capital  and  that  sort  of  thing,  is  about  £3,750. 

9215.  Chairman. ]  For  management? — For  the  general  maintenance  of  the 
sewage  scheme  ;  and  the  cost  of  pumping  amounts  to  about  £2,1 00. 

9216.  That  amount  is  included  in  the  £3,750  ? — Yes;  the  balance  that  remains 
of  about  £1,650  is  for  men  who  are  going  round  looking  after  the  73  miles  of  sewage 
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system,  seeing  that 
supervision. 

9217.  That  £2,100  is  purely  for  the  lifting  of  the  sewage  from  the  lower  level  23rd  May,  1902. 
area  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  actual  annual  cost  at  the  present  rime.  It  would  be  much  less 

of  course  when  ooal  gets  cheaper,  but  at  the  present  time  the  item  may  be  looked  upon 
as  a  very  heavy  item  owing  to  coat  of  coal,  &c. 

9218.  That  does  not  include  plaut,  I  suppose? — Oh  no  ;  plant  is  separate. 

9219.  Could  you  tell  the  Commission  what  the  plaut  cost  ? — About  £8,000, 
irrespective  of  the  buildings  of  course. 

9220.  What  does  that  plant  consist  of  ? — The  engines  which  work  the  air  com- 
£  pressors,  the  compressors,  air  mains,  rising  mains  and  the  ejectors. 

9221.  You  could  not  perhaps  tell  us  the  aotual  quantity  of  sewage  that  is  lifted  ? 

— About  15  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  Of  course  the  quantity  of  sewage  would  vary 
very  much,  because  on  a  wet  day  like  this  the  quantity  would  perhaps  be  three  times 
as  much  as  the  quantity  that  would  be  lifted  during  dry  weather  flow. 

9222.  You  have  not  estimated  the  ordinary  dry  weather  flow? — No;  not  from 
these  ejectors,  because  all  questions  of  statistics  and  other  details  in  regard  to  the  scheme  » 
are  being  left  to  be  taken  out  when  the  whole  scheme  has  been  completed. 

9223.  Have  you  any  idea  of  what  the  total  flow  of  sewage  is  ? — About  one  million 
gallous  per  day,  that  is  the  dry  weather  flow  at  the  present  time.  This  however  is 
nothing  like  the  ultimate  dry  weather  flow  even  for  an  equal  population. 

9224.  Then  we  may  take  15  per  cent,  of  that  as  being  lifted? — Yes;  it  would  be 
about  that  at  present 

9225.  How  do  you  arrive  at  the  15  per  cent.  ? — By  taking  the  area  from  which 
sewage  is  pumped  I  don’t  know  what  it  would  actually  come  out  to.  These  figures 
are  only  approximate. 

9226.  It  is  of  importance, because  the  Commission  may  have  to  go  into  that  question 
with  reference  to  the  other  Municipalities ? — You  coull  not  make  a  comparison,  how¬ 
ever,  because  these  figures  do  not  comprise  the  capacity  of  our  plaut. 

9227.  Your  plaut  could  take  more? — Oh  yes,  as  I  said  just  nrw  the  flow  on  a  wet 
day  like  this  is  about  three  times  as  much  as  it  is  in  dry  weather.  And  the  plant  is  c  il- 
culated  to  deal  with  a  larger  quantity  for  these  lower  levels.  For  instauce,  ground  is 
being  reclaimed  on  the  beach  and  there  are  sure  to  be  additional  buildings  put  up  which 
will  necessitate  drainage  arrangements  and,  of  course,  we  could  pump  the  sewage  from 
such  areas.  A  reasonable  additional  quantity  could  still  be  taken  but  that  would 
depend  on  the  number  of  buildings  erected. 

9228.  So  jrnur  plaut  has  been  put  down  on  the  principle  of  making  allowance  for 
extension  ? — Yes  ;  a  fair  amount  of  extension.  If  they  were  to  reclaim  a  mile  or  more 
of  the  sea  then,  of  course,  the  plant  would  not  be  sufficient. 

9229.  Dr.  Gregor// .]  What  is  its  maximum  capacity  ? — I  could  not  say  exactly 
from  memory.  Iu  designing  this  arrangement  for  pumping  we  made  an  allowance  for 
taking  in  certain  areas  which  would  he  built  over.  We  m  i  le  an  allowance  for  instance 
for  certain  reclamations  of  the  foreshore  of  Table  Bay.  Approximately  the  proportion 
would  he  about  one  fourth  more  than  the  area  at  the  present  time. 

9230.  Chairman .]  If  the  wet  weather  flow  is  three  times  as  great  as  the  dry 
weather  flow  it  would  on  a  day  like  this  amount  to  about  450,000  gallons? — Yes,  at 
the  present  time, 

9231.  Dr.  Gregor//.']  The  maximum  capacity  is  about  600,000  gallons  ? — The  total 
capacity  of  our  plant  is  about  1,000,000  gallons  per  day,  although  the  maximum  amount 
now  being  pumped  is  probably  not  more  than  450,000  gallons.  The  machinery  is  in 
duplicate,  and  there  is  only  one  engine  g  >ing  on  a  dry  day.  In  fact,  one  engine 
pumps  the  flow  on  a  wet  day  at  the  present  time,  but  later  on  of  course  when  the 
area  which  we  have  allowed  for  is  dealt  with  then  it  will  require  both  engiues  on  a  wet 
day. 

9232.  Chairman.]  When  Mr.  Hammersley- Heeuan  gave  evidence  before  the 
Commission  he  spoke  about  the  Dock  Estate  going  to  have  its  sewage  pumped  and 
raised  up  to  yours;  is  that  being  carried  on  now? — No;  the  fhiug  has  b -eu  p  >sf- 
poned.  Nothing  has  been  decided  definitely.  They  are  remodelling  and  extending 
their  works  at  the  Docks,  and  I  suppose  that  is  the  reason  of  the  delay. 

9233.  But  they  propose  to  do  it  in  the  form  of  pneumatic  liftage  ? — Yes. 

9234.  That  would  not  interfere  with  your  arrangements,  I  suppose  ? — If  the 
sewage  is  to  be  pumped  up,  in  accordance  with  the  arrangement  suggested  by  Mr. 

Hoenan,  we  would  only  agree  to  it  on  certain  conditions. 

9235.  Dr.  Gregory.]  What  would  those  conditions  be? — Well,  I  am  not  quite 
prepared  to  say  fully  off  land  but  one  of  the  main  conditions  would  be  that  we  should 
require  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  to  bo  put  into  our  main  intercepting  sewer 
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^  K-  b  together  with  the  actual  crude  sewage  that  they  intend  to  force  into  our  main  by  the 

'P' _ 1  9  ''  Liernur  system.  According  to  the  Liernur  sj^stem  only  a  limited  quantity  of  water  is 

23id  May,  1902.  Used,  and  our  drainage  system  in  Cape  Town  being  essentially  a  water  carriage  system 
we  might  require  a  larger  quantity  of  water  to  carry  away  the  solids  than  might 
happen  to  be  put  into  the  sewers.  Because  if  the  sewage  is  pumped  or  forced  into  our 
mains  by  the  Liernur  system  there  would  be  a  larger  proportion  of  solids  in  comparison 
to  liquid  than  there  would  be  iu  the  Cape  Town  sewage. 

9236.  Chairman .]  I  suppose  oue  of  his  reasous  for  adopting  the  Liernur  system 
is  because  of  the  scarcity  of  the  water  or  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  good  supply  ? 
— I  don’t  know  altogether  what  bis  reasons  are  for  favouring  that  system. 

9237.  You  have  not  perl  laps  seen  the  Liernur  system  at  work  anywhere? — No, 
I  have  not  seen  it  at  work,  but  I  should  say  that  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to 
see  it  at  work  in  order  to  know  pretty  well  what  the  results  of  its  workings  would  be. 

9238.  It  is  not  a  favourite  system  amongst  engineers  ? — No  ;  it  has  been  known 
about  30  years  in  England,  and  [  must  say  the  engineers  don’t  seem  to  favour  its 
adoption.  The  question  remains  to  be  proved  as  to  whether  the  engineers  at  Home 
will  favour  its  use. 

9239.  Now  I  think  you  have  a  separate  outfall  from  Sea  Point,  have  you  not  ?  — 
Yes,  we  have  a  separate  one  from  Sea  Point. 

9240.  How  far  are  those  outfalls  apart  ? — I  suppose  close  upon  a  mile. 

9241.  Sea  Point  outfall  is  further  to  the  south,  is  it  not  ? — It  would  be  more  to 
the  south-west. 

9242.  Now,  your  outfall  is  not  large  enough  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
suburbs,  say  ? — There  again  the  question  I  say  is  a  large  one,  and  one  which  it  would 
be  impossible  for  me  to  answer  without  knowing  what  the  population  is  or  is  ultimately 
likely  to  be,  or  what  quantity  of  sewage  would  have  to  be  dealt  with. 

9243.  For  what  population  has  your  sewer  been  constructed  ? — 120,000  people.  It 
would,  of  course,  take  more,  but  that  is  on  the  assumption  that  it  is  running  half  full. 

9244.  Do  you  mean  to  say  half  full  on  the  population  basis  of  120,000  people  ? — 
Yes,  wet  weather  flow. 

9245.  Then  it  would  be  more  problematical  still  whether  it  would  take  the  sewage 
of  another  120,000  people  ? — It  is  quite  certain  that  it  would  not  be  able  to  do  that. 

9246.  You  could  not  contemplate  bringing  the  sewage — dry  weather  flow  and 
wet  weather  flow — from  the  suburbs  without  entertaining  the  question  of  rebuilding 
the  sewer? — No ;  not  from  the  whole  of  the  suburbs. 

9247.  Even  with  your  4  feet  6  inch  diameter  sewer  ? — No  ;  we  should  have  to 
enlarge  the  tunnel,  and  that  would  be  very  costly  work. 

9248.  Almost  as  costly,  I  suppose,  as  making  a  fresh  tunnel  ? — -Yes. 

9249.  Besides  the  inconvenience  of  doing  it? — Yes. 

9250.  It  would  become  a  qnestion  almost  of  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to 
make  a  new  outfall  altogether  if  it  were  absolutely  necessary  to  briug  the  sewage  from 
the  suburbs  ? — Yes. 

9251.  Now,  at  your  outfall  are  there  any  complaints  of  nuisances  caused  iu  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  depositing  of  the  sewage  there  ? — There  have  been  one  or  two  complaints 
from  that  locality. 

9252.  The  outfall  has  not  yet  been  completed  as  far  as  you  iuteud  to  carry  it  ? 
— No. 

9253.  How  far  out  to  sea  would  it  be  carried? — About  40  feet  further  than  it 
is  now. 

9254.  Are  they  at  work  on  that  portion  now'  ? — Whenever  we  can  get  at  it.  We 
have  to  depend  entirely  upon  tire  tides,  and  it  is  in  such  an  exposed  position  that  the 
difficulty,  of  course,  is  to  get  out  to  the  end  of  the  outfall  in  order  to  be  able  to  continue 
the  work.  We  can  only  do  this  during  low  tides  and  favourable  weather. 

9255  Y  hat  depth  of  water  will  there  be  at  the  end  of  the  outfall  during  low 
tide  ? — it  vanes  very  much,  where  we  intend  to  end  the  outfall,  but  I  think  it  will 
probably  be  about  15  feet,  or  may  be  more. 

9256.  Are  any  currents  observed  there  ? — Yes,  distinct  currents  at  times. 

9257.  In  the  main  is  the  sewage  carried  away  rapidly  ? — No  ;  not  rapidly,  because 
there  are  not  any  curreuts  about  there  wffiich  have  a  very  rapid  flow  ;  but  at  the  same 
time  the  sewage  is  carried  away  except  perhaps  on  very  rare  occasions  when  it  seems  to 
hang  around  for  a  short  time ;  then  perhaps  in  the  course  of  au  hour  or  two  a  change  of 
tide  would  take  it  away. 

9258.  Is  it  thrown  back  upon  the  shore  at  all  ? — It  is  sometimes,  when  there  is  an 
adverse  tide  and  an  adverse  wind,  and  when  the  tide  is  coming  in,  or  when  the  wind  is 
strong  from  the  North-west,  then  it  comes  on  to  the  rocks,  but  during  the  ebb  of  the 
tide  it  is  taken  out  again.  There  is  nothing  really  deposited  there. 
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9259.  Have  any  examinations  been  made  of  the  bed  of  the  sea  there  by  divers  ? —  Mr.  ^  ^ 

Not  to  my  knowledge,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  there  is  anything  being  deposited  on  the  E'  p'  __  'v 

bed  of  the  sea  because  there  is  a  good  deal  of  scouring  action  and  the  rooks  are  perfectly  23rJ  May,  190.* 
clear. 

9260.  You  are  not  depositing  any  sewage  into  Table  Bay  itself? — Not  at 
present,  except  that  there  may  be  some  from  one  or  two  connections  which  have  been 
made  to  the  Military  Hospital.  Owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the  war  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  put  up  extra  sheds  there  and  a  certain  amount  of  wash  water  may  flow 
from  them  but  no  actual  human  excrement  goes  down. 

9261.  That  is  a  positive  statement  ? — Yes,  but  I  should  qualify  that,  because  I  now 
remember  that  there  is  a  certain  amount  coming  from  the  Cape  Gloverument  Railway 
property,  and  we  are  at  present  negotiating  with  the  Railway  Department  with  a  view 
to  diverting  that  into  the  general  system. 

9262.  That  would  have  to  be  pumped  up  ? — Yes  ;  with  the  exception  of  that,  I  am 
certain  there  is  no  sewage  going  into  Table  Bay  from  Cape  Town. 

9263.  But  tbe  stormwater  sewers  will  be  discharged  into  Table  Bay  ? — Yes,  with 
the  exception  of  those  round  by  Green  Point. 

9264.  And  of  course  the  introduction  of  sewage  into  the  stormwater  sewer  would 
be  prohibited  ? — Yes,  no  sewage  whatever  would  go  into  the  stormwater  sewers  except 
when  there  is  a  very  heavy  rain  and  then  of  course  the  overflow  of  the  sewers  will  go 
into  the  stormwater  sewers. 

9265.  Then  you  hold  a  very  strong  opinion  for  not  discharging  sewage  into  Table 
Bay? — Yes;  there  are  strong  reasons  for  not  discharging  sewage  into  the  Bay,  or 
rather  certain  portions  of  the  Bay,  and  certainly  no  sewage  should  be  discharged  into 
the  Bay  from  Cape  Town  itself. 

9266.  In  what  portions  of  the  Bay  could  the  discharge  of  sewage  be  undertaken  ? 

— I  think  it  woul  i  be  undesirable  for  sewage  to  be  discharged  from  any  point  round 
the  coast  up  to  the  North,  Salt  River  mouth  or,  as  it  is  called,  the  Second  Salt  River 
mouth.  I  am  speaking  now  of  course  ouly  in  the  interest  of  Cape  Town. 

9267.  But  now  as  far  as  Woodstock  is  concerned? — Well,  of  course,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  give  evidence  on  behalf  of  Woodstock.  I  have  here  with  me  Mr.  Good’s 
report  and  oouid  read  you  extracts  from  it,  dealing  with  the  subject  if  the  Commission 
desire  me  to  do  so. 

9268.  Yes;  we  should  be  glad  if  you  would  read  the  portions  dealing  with  the 
subject  ? — I  presume  that  question  would  bear  upon  the  Woodstock  out  fall. 

9269.  Yes ;  and  generally  on  the  possibility  of  the  foreshore  of  Table  Bay  being 
vised  for  those  purposes  ? — Yes ;  I  will  read  to  you  extracts  from  the  report. 

9270.  That  is  Mr.  Good’s  report,  is  it  not? — Yres.  The  report  is  dated  the 
5th  March,  1895,  aud  Mr.  Good’s  observations  extended  over  a  period  of  twelve 
months,  so  that  he  has  been  able  to  observe  the  currents  both  in  summer  and  in  winter. 

He  writes  as  follows  . — 

“  So  far  as  one  can  generalise  from  all  the  observations  taken  the  conditions 
are  as  follows  :  during  the  summer  months  and  prevalence  of  southerly  winds  an 
indrift  from  the  litoral  current  flowing  to  the  northward  past  the  Cape  Peninsula, 
sets  into  Table  Bay,  past  Green  Point  and  Mouille  Point  at  the  rate  of  about  one- 
half  to  three-quarters  of  knot  per  hour  towards  the  Blaauwberg  Beacb.  A  portion 
of  this  current  being  again  induced  around  the  Breakwater  into  the  depth  of  the 
Bay,  runs  at  a  slightly  reduced  rate  in  a  southerly  direction,  and  turning  eastwards 
opposite  Craig’s  Battery,  and,  following  the  trend  of  the  shore,  passes 
out  of  the  Bay  at  a  gradually  increasing  rate  to  either  side  of  Robben 
Island.  Much  the  same  occurs  during  the  winter  months  saving  that  the 
current  enters  the  Bay  from  north-north-west,  but  no  definite  rule  can  be  laid 
down  as  the  velocity  of  the  moving  water  being  so  small  the  moderate  breeze  will 
easily  deflect  the  surface  drift  and  to  a  less  extent  the  under  current,  while 
both  direction  and  velocity  are  no  doubt  influenced  to  a  greater  or  lesser  degree 
by  the  varying  amount  of  cold  water  emanating  from  the  south  polar  current. 

A  difference  of  temperature  of  as  much  as  13  degrees  Fahr.  having  been  ob¬ 
served  in  eleven  weeks  and  fluctuations  of  from  8  to  10  degrees  in  as  many 
days.” 

Mr.  Good  then  discusses  certain  diagrams  in  his  report.  I  did  not  bring  these 
diagrams  with  me  as  they  are  very  complicated  and  it  would  have  taken  the  Com¬ 
mission  the  whole  day  to  have  examined  them.  The  report  however  is  very  clear, 
and  after  discussing  these  diagrams  Mr.  Good  goes  on  as  follows ; — 

“  It  is  however  patent  that  during  north  and  north-westerly  gales  and 
even  moderate  breezes  from  that  direction  floating  matter  will  be  spread  along  the 
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Woodstock  and  Paardeu  Island  beaches.  I  should  here  mention  that  my  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  duriug  the  past  winter  season  (1891)  the  north¬ 
westerly  winds  were  much  less  prolonged  and  less  violent  than  is  usual ;  and  that 
nothing  in  the  shape  of  a  gale  from  that  direction  occurred  during  the  course  of 
the  iuvestigation.  I  also  understand  that  when  the  wind  veers  round  to  a  little 
east  of  north,  say  north  by  east,  the  heaviest  gales  are  experienced.” 

Then  he  goes  on  further  in  his  report  as  follows  :  — 

“  Along  the  curve  of  the  Ba}r  from  Woodstock  to  abreast  of  Robben  Island 

no  tidal  influence  is  appreciable  except  perhaps  as  shown  on  certain  diagrams  (Mr. 

Good  indicates  certain  diagrams  here  in  his  report)  where  the  floats  seem  to  be 

huug  up,  for  a  couple  of  hours  at  a  time,  of  high  water.” 

Mr.  Good  further  discusses  the  subject  of  currents  aud  goes  on  to  say  that  as  migh't  be 
supposed  the  under  currents  are  not  generally  so  strong  (in  shallow  watA)  as  the  sur¬ 
face,  but  they  will  generally  show  a  tendency  to  run  across  and  sometimes  directly 
against  the  wind.  What  I  have  read  is  practically  the  gist  of  his  report.  It  would 
appear,  sp-aking  generally,  that  there  is  absolutely  no  set  current  in  Table  Bay,  aud 
even  when  currents  are  found  inside  the  Bay  under  certain  conditions  and  at  certain 
times  they  have  such  a  slow  rate  of  flow  that  they  are  almost  inappreciable. 

9271.  Would  you  put  in  a  copy  of  that  report? — I  will  if  the  Town  Oouuoil  has 
no  objection. 

9272.  Dr.  Gregor//,']  And  when  you  do  get  a  current  this  current  is  affected  by 
the  north-west  wind  ? — It  would  appear  that  most  of  the  currents  in  Table  Bay  are 
affected  by  the  prevailing  winds.  At  times  you  get  a  current  which  sweeps  round  the 
Breakwater, — when  I  say  sweep  I  use  the  word  in  a  modified  way, — and  then  it  makes 
straight  towards  Paarden  Island.  A  portion  of  it  comes  round  the  coast  along  the 
shore  of  the  Bay  and  then  joins  the  main  current,  if  j^ou  like  to  call  that  a  main  current, 
and  goes  out  towards  Robben  Island.  But  then  there  are  times,  as  shown  by  these 
diagrams  of  Mr.  Good’s,  when  there  will  be  a  current  running  towards  Paarden  Island 
which  will  split  up  near  Salt  River  mouth,  and  a  portion  of  that  will  come  back  and 
go  out  past  the  Breakwater.  Then  in  addition  to  that  it  is  shown  by  these  diagrams 
that  the  current  seems  to  eddy  round  off  the  shore  of  Cape  Town  and  off  the  shore  of 
Paarden  Island,  and  floats  remain  there  for  a  certain  length  of  time  until  at  last  the 
south-east  wind  or  some  offier  cause  takes  them  again  towards  the  north-east. 

9273.  Chairman.]  The  general  tendency  of  your  evidence  would  be  to  dissuade 
the  Commission  from  recommending  the  discharge  of  crude  sewage  in  that  neigbour- 
hood  ? — Certainly ;  I  should  not  advise  that  crude  sewage  should  be  allowed  to  be 
discharged  into  Table  Bay  anywhere  this  side  the  second  Salt  River  mouth.  I  am 
speaking  entirely  as  an  official  of  the  Capo  Town  Council.  It  is  quite  possible  of  course 
that  the  Harbour  Board  would  have  something  to  say  about  the  sewage  being  dis¬ 
charged  at  any  point  along  the  shore,  even  beyond  or  further  north  than  the  second 
Salt  River  mouth. 

9274.  The  Harbour  Board  are  the  conservators  of  Table  Bay,  are  they  not  ? — 

Yes. 

9275.  Dr.  Gregory.]  In  your  opinion  then  if  the  sewage  rvere  discharged  at  a 
certain  distance  off,  the  foreshore  of  Cape  Town  might  fairly  be  expected  to  remain 
uncontaminated  ? — I  should  be  prepared  to  advise  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town 
that  if  sewage  were  discharged  anywhere  to  the  north  of  the  second  Salt  River 
mouth  that  they  need  not  fear  that  the  shores  of  Table  Bay  within  their  boundary 
will  be  contaminated. 

9273  Chairman.]  But  it  would  not  be  a  sufficient  guide  for  the  shore  beyond  ? 
— No.  It  would  not  be  a  sufficient  guide  for  the  shore  beyond  and  to  a  certain 
extent,  even  for  the  shore  this  side.  It  would  not  be  sufficient  even  for  Paarden 
Island  shore. 

9277.  With  a  view  to  extension  of  buildings  in  that  direction,  it  would  be  a  very 
doubtful  expediency  even  to  discharge  beyond  that  point  ? — Certainly  ;  assuming  that 
Paarden  Island  is  to  bo  built  upon,  then  certainly  it  would  not  be  altogether  a  desirable 
thing  to  have  an  outfall  at  that  point. 

9278.  I  suppose  it  is  within  your  knowledge  that  difficulties  have  taken  place  from 
the  discharge  of  sewage  into  landlocked  bays  in  other  parts  of  the  world  ? — Yes,  I 
know  of  instances. 

9279.  Could  you  instance  some  cases  specially  ? — As  a  matter  of  fact  you  need 
not  necessarily  take  landlocked  bays,  but  you  may  take  the  coasts  of  different 
countries  where  such  coasts  are  closely  populated  by  seaport  towns.  For  instance,  take 
almost  any  portion  of  ooast  in  England  whore  you  get  the  towns  comiug  close  together, 
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like  the  Lancashire  coast  from  Liverpool  to  Morecombe  ;  there  you  have  evidences  that  Mr.  ^  ^ 

the  shore  has  in  places  been  subjected  to  the  deposit  of  sewage  or  sewage  matter  not  H  _ L  "J  * 

necessarily  human  excrement  but  still  sewage  matter.  23rd  May,  1902 

9280.  Would  the  same  objection  apply  to  the  discharge  of  effluent  from  a 
septic  tank  or  from  any  other  form  of  bacteriological  treatment  of  sewage  ?— Of  course, 
it  depends  entirely  upon  the  extent  to  which  you  carry  the  system  of  purification.  The 
treatment  by  the  septic  tank  only  disposes  of  certain  difficulties  in  regard  to  the  sewage 
because  the  passing  of  the  sewage  through  the  septic  tank  only  liquifies  the  solids 
which  may  be  in  the  sewage,  practically  speaking. 

9281.  You  think  then  that  even  questions  of  permitting  the  discharge  of  such 
effluent  into  Table  Bay  might  arise  ?  — That  question  I  am  afraid  it  would  be  difficult 
to  reply  to  off-hand  because  so  much  depends  in  the  first  place  upon  the  nature  of  the 
sewage  and  in  the  second  place  upon  the  length  of  time  that  the  sewage  is  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  septic  tank  ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  sewage  can  be  purified  by  a 
bacteriological  system  in  such  a  way  that  the  effluent  would  be  of  such  purity  that  it 
oould  with  safety  be  turned  into  the  Bay ;  there  is  no  question  about  that. 

9282.  It  would  require  supervision? — Oh,  yes  ;  one  would  require  to  know  full 
particulars  before  one  could  say  whether  it  would  be  a  proper  thing  or  not 

9283.  Proper  supervision  on  the  part  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  the  Bay 
is  protected  ? — Quite  so. 

9284.  Now  touching  on  these  bacteriological  methods  of  treatment ;  have  you  had 
any  experience  of  them  or  any  of  them? — Yes;  but  1  am  not  prepared  to  go  into  a 
general  discussion  of  the  various  bacteriological  methods  of  sewage  treatment  and 
purification  because  it  would  involve  too  much  of  my  time. 

9285.  Could  you  tell  the  Commission  this :  supposing  it  was  intended  to  have  for 
an  area  a  bacteriological  method  of  treatment  how  far  should  the  system  of  sewers  be 
designed  from  that  point  of  view  ? — As  far  as  the  sewage  sewers  themselves  are 
concerned,  the  only  thing  which  would  have  to  be  carefully  gone  into  would  be  the 
question  of  the  quantity  which  would  have  to  be  dealt  with  by  this  bacteriological 
method.  In  regard  to  the  actual  laying  of  the  sewers  it  would  not  affect  them  in  the 
slightest  except  in  regard  to  levels.  The  main  intercepting  sewers  should  be  laid  at 
such  levels  that  the  system  of  purification  could  be  carried  or,  without  the  necessity  of 
pumping,  as  that  of  course  would  be  a  desirable  object,  but  it  may  be  found  absolutely 
impossible  to  do  that. 

9286.  You  must  have  a  gravitation  system  at  work  in  order  to  carry  out  your 
arrangement  of  the  septic  tank,  I  presume,  and  in  some  cases  and  under  some  circum¬ 
stances  it  may  be  necessary  to  pump  in  order  to  get  that  gravitation  flow  ? — Yes, 
that  is  so. 

9287.  Where  such  pumping  would  not  otherwise  be  required  ? — Not  if  it  went 
out  by  sea  outfall,  but  of  course  it  depends  on  levels. 

9288.  So  that  the  system  designed  for  a  sea  outfall  would  have  to  be  very 
materially  altered  if  you  were  to  interpolate  a  system  of  bacteriological  treatment 
into  that  ? — Not  necessarily;  the  object,  of  course,  is  for  certain  reasons  to  keep 
the  outfall  at  as  high  a  level  as  possible.  That  would  be  done  for  many 
reasons — too  many  to  go  into  here — and  it  would  depend  a  great  deal  upon  the 
topography  of  the  ground.  If  your  levels  are  not  sufficient,  then  you  require  to  pump 
even  for  a  sea  outfall.  It  is  only  a  matter  of  carrying  out  the  intercepting  sewer  on 
the  best  and  most  economical  condition  that  it  can  be  done,  and  having  done  that  it 
becomes  purely  a  question  of  what  system  of  disposal  is  going  to  be  adopted,  and  at 
what  height  the  sewage  must  be  discharged.  There  are  various  bacteriological  methods 
that  might  be  adopted  which  might  involve  the  necessity  of  pumping.  Some  systems 
require  greater  difference  of  levels  between  the  inlet  and  outlet  than  others,  but  iu 
neither  case  does  it  amount  to  anything  enormous. 

9289.  Have  you  any  information  as  to  the  cost  of  working  a  system  of  that 
kind? — Well,  you  cannot  make  any  comparison  as  to  the  cost  of  working  bacterio¬ 
logical  methods  without  proper  data,  because,  in  the  first  place,  there  are  so  many  kinds 
of  treatment,  and  in  the  second  place  it  depends  entirely  upon  the  levels.  If  you  have  to 
pump,  then  that  is  where  the  expense  will  come  in.  The  other  expenditure  is  chiefly 
the  capital  cost  of  the  construction  of  the  works,  and  that  of  course  would  also  vary 
according  to  the  class  of  sewage  which  has  to  be  dealt  with.  So  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  give  figures  from  which  comparisons  could  be  made.  Of  course  there  are 
some  systems  which  are  put  in  rnvre  cheaply  than  others.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
Sutton  tanks.  They  are  cheaply  constructed,  and,  on  the  other  hand  again,  you  have 
Cameron’s  Septic  Tank,  which  is  a  somewhat  expensive  arrangement. 

9290.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  eost  of  installing  Cameron’s  system  ? — No, 

I  cannot  say  that  I  have,  but  details  of  this  could  be  easily  ascertained. 
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Mr-  9291.  You  oould  not  tell  the  Commission  what  it  would  cost  per  annum  to 

H.  F.  B.  liu/bjf.  worj.  f  Cameron  system,  say  for  a  town  of  60,000  or  80,000  inhabitants? — -I  could 
23rd  May,  1902.  not  do  that  because  there  are  a  great  many  conditions  that  would  have  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  before  giving  an  opinion. 

9292.  It  is  soarcely  possible  then  to  make  an  estimate  of  that  kind  ? — Oh,  it 
could  be  made. 

9293.  Relatively  to  the  size  of  towns  do  you  know  whether  that  system  costs 
more  or  less  ? — Well  as  I  said  just  now  you  cannot  very  well  make  any  comparison 
because  ^ake,  for  instance,  the  Cameron  system,  which  is  in  use  at  Exeter.  The 
sewage  of  that  place  is  not  what  we  should  consider  a  strong  js  swage  anl  the  result 
is  that  it  does  notrequiieto  go  through  many  contact  beds  before  transformation  into 
a  satisfactory  effluent.  If  you  had  a  strong  sewage  then  of  course  a  greater  nnmber  of 
contact  beds  would  be  required. 

9294.  Take  the  suburban  Municipalities  of  Woodstock,  Mowbray,  Rondebosch, 
Claremont  and  Wynberg — five  of  them.  Supposing  it  were  found  favourable  that  such 
a  system  as  Cameron’s  system  would  have  to  be  adopted  there,  could  you  say  whether  it 
would  be  cheaper  for  the  five  Municipalities  to  go  in  for  it  independently  or  to  have  one 
oombined  Cameron  system  for  the  lot  ? — That  would  be  impossible  to  say  now  because 
it  would  depend  so  much  on  the  levels.  For  instance,  you  might  have  the  arrangement 
for  the  sewage  purification  works  in  a  good  position  where  you  could  receive  the 
sewage  from  one  or  two  of  the  Municipalities  by  gravitation,  but  then  the  sewage 
from  the  remaining  Municipalities  might  require  to  be  pumped  to  get  it  to  the 
works,  so  that  it  becomes  a  question  again  of  pumping,  and  this  raises  the  cost  of  the 
annual  maintenance  in  connection  with  the  sewage  works.  It  might  be  found  desirable 
for  two  or  three  of  the  Municipalities  to  join  together,  but  on  the  other  hand  it  might 
be  found  cheaper  for  each  Municipality  to  have  its  own  system.  The  matter  depends 
entirely  upon  circumstances. 

9295.  As  far  as  you  know  any  of  these  systems,  do  you  see  any  difficulty  of  work¬ 
ing  them  in  this  climate  ? — No  ;  I  do  not  see  why  bacteriological  methods  of  purifioa- 
cation  should  not  he  adopted  in  this  country.  They  might  necessitate  certain 
modifications  of  course  as  compared  to  those  in  England,  but  I  don’t  see  any  real  diffi¬ 
culty  why  they  should  not  be  adopted  here. 

9296.  Dr.  Anderson.']  You  say  that  the  present  sewer  outfall  has  been  designed 
or  the  sewage  of  120,000  people  ;  on  what  basis  do  you  say  that  ? — That  is  assuming 
a  total  of  65  gallons  per  head,  or  30  gallons  for  the  water  supply  and  35  gallons  for 
the  rainfall  per  head  per  day. 

9297.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Manchester  ? — Yes. 

9298.  They  have  there  a  system  of  what  is  called  “  Authorised  Plumbers  ”  ? — Yes. 

9299.  These  plumbers  are  authorised  to  carry  out  certain  work  ? — Yes  ;  any  man 
who  is  not  on  the  list  of  authorised  plumbers  would  not  be  allowed  to  carry  out  or 
undertake  any  such  works. 

9300.  If  anyone  on  the  list  did  anything  which  would  be  a  breach  of  the  regula¬ 
tions  then  he  would  be  hauled  up,  and  his  case  would  be  heard  by  the  Committee  ? — 
Yes  ;  the  Committee  would  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  if  they  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  accusation  brought  by  the  department  had  been  proved,  and  that  it 
would  be  only  right  and  proper  that  he  should  be  struck  off  the  list,  they  would  resolve 
accordingly.  As  a  rule  a  man  would  be  warned  for  a  first  offence,  but  after  that  he 
would  be  struck  off  the  list  altogether. 

9301.  And  that  system  you  approve  of? — Decidedly;  and  I  think  every  plumber 
who  has  the  interest  of  his  work  at  heart  and  who  is  desirous  of  doing  good  work 
would  be  only  too  pleased  if  such  a  system  were  inaugurated  here. 

9302.  Such  a  one  as  the  National  Registration  of  Plumbers  in  England  ? — Yes. 

9303.  Where  a  man  who  does  anything  in  contravention  of  the  regulations  is 
struck  off  the  list  and  not  allowed  to  work  again  ? — Yes. 

9394.  With  regard  to  the  Liernur  system  proposed  for  the  Harbour  Board,  would 
the  sewage  from  their  receiving  station  of  the  system  have  to  flow  into  the  main  sewer  ? 
— They  might  have  their  discharge  from  their  receiver  into  our  intercepting  sewer. 

9305.  Could  that  be  done  by  gravitation? — It  is  hardly  likely;  the  Liernur 
system  is  essentially  a  vacuum  system  and  the  discharge  into  our  intercepting  main 
sewer  would  have  to  be  forced  up. 

9306.  That  is  to  say  they  would  have  to  compress  it  ? — Yes,  it  would  be  forced 
somewhat  on  a  similar  principle  to  that  used  in  Shone’s  ejector.  Of  course,  if  they 
take  it  into  their  receiver  at  a  sufficient  height  then  it  would  run  by  gravitation  into 
our  intercepting  sewer. 

9307.  What  length  of  pipe  would  that  be  ? — About  one  quarter  of  a  mile. 

9308.  Would  there  be  any  nuisance  resulting  from  that? — A  large  proportion  of 
aolids  being  passed  into  our  sewer  at  one  point  of  oourse  might  have  the  effect  of 
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backing  up  our  sewerage,  and  a  nuisance  in  that  way  might  be  experienced.  There 
might  not  be  sufficient  solids  to  block  the  sewer,  but  at  the  same  time  it  might  impede 
the  flow  to  a  certain  extent 

9309.  And  this  place  in  Essex  where  the  system  is  being  adopted  the  works  have 
been  put  down  at  the  expense  of  the  Syndicate  ? — Yes.  In  fact  there  is  no  place  that 
I  know  of  where  the  Liernur  system  has  been  adopted,  but  what  it  has  been  put 
down  at  the  expense  of  the  Syndicate. 

9310.  Chairman .]  Do  they  get  the  franchise  from  the  Municipality  ? — V  cs  ;  they 
get  a  concession  from  the  Municipality. 

9311.  How  is  it  worked  then?  How  do  they  get  paid  for  it? — I  believe  they 
are  allowed  to  levy  a  certain  rate  on  the  householders.  At  Amsterdam  I  believe 
the  Liernur  system  was  put  in  by  the  Syndicate,  and  certain  extensions  were  after¬ 
wards  made  by  the  Municipality,  but  I  believe  the  result  of  the  working  there  is  that 
the  Amsterdam  people  have  decided  not  to  put  in  any  further  extensions. 

9312.  Dr.  Anderson. J  Do  you  know  what  the  Municipality  of  Sea  Point  do 
with  their  refuse  ? — I  believe  they  tip  it  over  into  the  sea,  at  any  rate  the  greater 
portion  of  it,  to  the  east  of  their  outfall. 

9313.  And  therefore  that  is  likely  to  be  distributed  by  the  action  of  the  wind  and 
tides  ?— Yes ;  as  it  is,  at  times  we  have  had  it  come  as  far  as  our  outfall. 

9314.  Therefore  the  outfall  might  get  the  credit  for  these  things  for  which  it  is 
not  responsible  ? — Yes,  that  is  so  to  a  certain  extent. 

9315.  With  regard  to  bacteriological  systems  a  great  deal  depends  on  the  design 
of  the  bacteriological  treatment  and  upon  the  levels  ? — Yes. 

9316.  And,  therefore,  supposing  you  have  a  septic  tank  system  and  filtration 
system  combined,  the  relation  between  the  septic  tank  and  the  filtration  would  depend 
on  the  levels  also  ? — Yes,  the  levels  would  have  to  be  adjusted  in  order  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  purification  according  to  the  system  adopted. 

9317.  I  suppose  a  difference  of  level  of  about  20  feet  would  be  ample  for  the 
bacteriological  treatment  ? — Yes,  for  a  moderate  sized  system.  It  depends  entirely 
upon  the  system  which  is  adopted,  as  you  will  have  to  pass  the  sewage  through  a  certain 
area  of  filtering  material  or  contact  beds  after  it  has  passed  through  the  septic  tank.  It 
would  depend  again  upon  the  class  of  contact  bed  which  is  used.  You  have,  of  course, 
contact  beds,  which,  if  worked  on  a  certain  principle,  will  carry  on  the  purification 
in  a  greater  degree  than  when  worked  on  another  principle.  If  you  have  20  feet  fall 
from  your  main  sewer  then  you  could  adopt  a  system  of  purification  by  bacteriological 
treatment,  and  that  might  meet  the  req  uirements  in  places  like  the  suburbs. 

9318.  Chairman.']  I  suppose  every  house  in  Cape  Town  has  a  water  supply  and  is 
properly  drained? — Yes,  and  every  house  requiring  drainage  is  drained  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  about  20  or  30, — that  is  in  the  town  proper.  There  are  a  number  of  houses 
belonging  to  the  Harbour  Board  which  are  not  drained,  but  I  am  taking  those 
separately.  Then  there  are  the  sanitary  arrangements  down  at  the  station  which  are  not 
properly  drained,  but  with  those  two  exceptions,  Cape  Town  is  entirely  drained. 

9319.  Aud  your  system  of  salt  water  fluskiug  is  universal  too  ? — The  question 
refers  to  a  matter  outside  my  department,  but  there  is  a  system  in  Cape  Town ;  I 
don’t  think  however  the  system  is  complete  by  any  means.  The  salt  water  are  not 
used  as  a  rule  for  flushing  the  w.  c.’s. 

9320.  It  can  be  used? — Yes,  but  there  are  objections  to  using  salt  water  for 
flushing  purposes  because  it  has  a  tendency  to  get  the  fittings  into  a  very  bad 
condition.  The  using  of  salt  water  for  flushing  purposes  has  a  very  deleterious 
effect  upon  the  sanitary  fittings. 


Mr. 

H.  P.  B.  Rigby 
23rd  May,  1902 


(G.  21—1902.] 
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MONDAY,  26th  MAY,  1902. 


Present  : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman). 


Mr.  TV.  E.  Gurney. 
Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 


Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 

Mr.  J.  E.  It.  d*  Villiers. 


Harry  Harold  Scowen  (Mayor),  George  Powell  (Councillor),  Alfred  Barnes  (Town 
Clerk),  and  Thomas  Bennett,  M.I.C.E.  (Engineer),  of  the  Kalk  Bay  Municipality, 
examined. 


Messrs. 

11  H.  Scowen, 
G.  Pouell, 
A.  Barnes. 
and 

T.  Bennett. 


9321.  Chairman  f  How  long  have  you  been  resident  in  Kalk  Bay,  Mr.  Powell  ? 
—{Mr.  Powell )  Since  1883. 

9322.  TVliat  is  your  profession  ? — I  am  a  general  dealer. 

9323.  How  long  have  you  been  Municipal  Clerk,  Mr.  Barnes  ? — {Mr.  Barnes.) 
I  am  now  entering  upon  my  sixth  year  of  office. 


26th  May,  1902.  {AG.  Powell  now  answered  the  questions.) 

9324.  What  is  the  area  of  Kalk  Bay  ? — 4,000  morgen,  I  believe. 

9325.  Is  not  a  very  large  portion  of  that  commonage  ? — A  large  portion  is  moun¬ 
tain  ground,  but  there  is  really  no  commonage  and  the  mountain  ground  is  really  not 
of  much  value  at  the  present  time. 

9326.  I  suppose  that  a  large  portion  is  used  by  the  inhabitants  for  grazing  pur¬ 
poses  ? — No  ;  that  is  one  of  the  things  that  Kalk  Bay  fails  in  :  the  want  of  commonage. 
The  parts  of  the  mountain  that  could  have  been  used  for  grazing  purposes  have  already 
been  sold  and  are  now  in  the  hands  of  private  owners. 

9327.  Were  they  sold  by  the  Town  Council  ? — No,  by  the  Government. 

9328.  Have  you  any  idea  how  much  of  the  Municipal,  area  is  built  upon  ? — - 
The  houses  are  now  fairly  scattered.  I  should  think  that  probably  about  a  quarter,  or 
perhaps  not  quite,  is  occupied  by  houses. 

9329.  Is  much  of  the  land  in  the  hands  of  private  owners  ?—  All  the  valuable 
land  is  now  in  the  hands  of  private  owners. 

9330.  Was  it  sold  after  the  Town  Council  was  constituted,  or  before? — It  was 
sold  before.  It  is  some  years  since  the  Government  sold  land  at  Kalk  Bay. 

9331.  Then  the  origin  of  your  Municipality  was,  that  the  Government  sold  land, 
the  people  came  and  built  on  it,  and  then  the  Municipal  government  was  set  up  ? — 
No  ;  before  the  Municipality  came  the  area  was  under  a  Village  Management 
Board.  People  were  not  satisfied  with  what  was  being  done,  and  finally  the  Town 
Council  was  started.  At  the  time  it  was  started  I  was  chairman  of  the  Village  Manage¬ 
ment  Board. 

9332.  What  is  the  population  ? — We  have  a  very  small  permanent  population, 
and  it  is  hard  to  tell  the  number  of  people  who  are  at  any  time  living  at  Kalk  Bay 
and  Muizenberg.  It  is  one  thing  one  day  and  another  thing  on  another  day ;  it  is 
always  varying. 


(From  this  period  the  Town  Clerk  answered  the  questions.) 

9333.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  number  of  property  owners  ? — There  are  339 
registered  voters  for  Municipal  purposes,  but  that  would  not  include  all  the  property 
owners  under  the  value  of  £166.  Probably  there  are  about  500  property  owners. 

9334.  I  he  Divisional  Council  state  that  there  are  344  registered  voters,  so  that  I 
presume  you  have  more  property  owners  than  appear  in  their  list? — Yes;  and  there 
wdil  be  a  big  increase  in  the  present  year. 

9335.  A  considerable  number  of  these  owners  are  persons  who  come  periodically 
to  the  town  and  are  not  permanently  resident  there  ? — That  is  so ;  they  are  nearly 
altogether  absentee  owners. 

9336.  What  number  of  permanent  residents  are  there  in  the  Municipal  area  ? — It 
is  difficult  to  estimate.  The  soundest  basis  is  that  of  the  sanitary  removals,  and, 
reckoning  an  average  of  five  persons  to  each  pan,  I  estimate  that  we  have  about  3,000 
in  all,  of  which  number  2,250  are  European  and  750  coloured. 

9337.  Is  that  the  permanent  population  ? — No. 

9338.  It  includes  the  floating  population  as  well  ? — Yes,  at  present,  but  in  the 
summer  time  our  population  will  be  very  much  more  than  that.  Still,  I  think  you  may 
take  the  figures  I  have  given  as  the  average  population. 
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9339.  What  is  the  maximum  summer  population? — Over  4,000;  I  should  think 
most  probably  between  4,000  and  5,000. 

9340.  Many  are  owners,  who  stay  a  few  months  and  then  vacate  their  premises 
for  the  rest  of  the. year  ? — Yes,  they  spend  a  few  months  there  only. 

9341.  What  is  the  total  valuation  for  municipal  purposes  ? — £400,000. 

9342.  Has  that  been  a  steadily  increasing  valuation  ? — Yes. 

9343.  Can  you  give  us  the  figures  for  the  last  few  years  ? — In  1895  the  valuation 
was  £165,000,  and,  personally,  I  estimate  that  the  next  valuation  will  be  a  very  much 
higher  one. 

9344.  Is  that  increase  due,  largely,  to  the  increased  number  of  buildings  ? — Yes, 
to  increased  buildings  and  to  sub-division  of  lands. 

9345.  The  increase  then  is  not  so  much  due  to  an  enhanced  valuation  of  the  same 
property  ? — The  properties  themselves  have  increased  in  value. 

9346.  Dr.  Gregory.']  In  the  return  which  you  furnished  to  the  Commission,  you 
estimated  the  population  at  2,500  ? — Yes,  that  was  my  first  estimate,  but  on  goiug 
more  carefully  into  the  matter  later,  I  found  that  I  could  safely  increase  that  number. 

9347.  To  3,000? — Yes.  My  previous  return  was  based  on  a  rough  census  taken 

hy  om’selves  a  little  while  ago.  £ 

9348.  Mr.  Gurney.]  In  the  abstract  of  accounts  furnished  by  you  the  receipts  for 
the  last  five  years  show  a  total  of  £25,870  10s.  8d.,  and  the  payments  £22,013  7s.  9d., 
giving  a  difference  in  favour  of  the  receipts  of  £3,857  2s.  lid.  ? — Yes. 

9349.  And  you  started  at  the  beginning:  of  1897  with  a  debit  balance  of  £138 
17s.  7d.  P— Yes. 

9350.  Consequently  you  had  a  balance  on  the  31st  December,  1901,  of  £3,718 
5s.  4d.  ? — Yes. 

9351.  And  in  your  statement  of  assets  and  liabilities  you  show  that  out  of  that 
amount  £473  2s.  3d.  is  standing  to  credit  of  proceeds  from  sale  of  land,  &c.  ? — Yes. 

9352.  And  the  remaining  £3,245  3s.  Id.  is  standing  as  general  credit  ? — That  is  so. 

9353.  From  that  it  is  evident,  and  also  from  the  other  accounts  which  you  have 
rendered,  that  you  carefully  keep  separate  the  sale  of  Municipal  lands  from  the  general 
Municipal  account? — We  are  strict  on  that  point. 

9354.  You  have  given  us  a  return  showing  proceeds  of  sales  of  land  as  £5,894, 
but  your  abstract  only  shows  the  actual  receipts  as  £5,524  19s.  5d.,  differing  by  some 
£370  from  the  other  return  ? — That  has  been  wrongly  posted. 

9355.  So  that  the  item  figuring  in  the  cash  account  as  sale  of  Municipal  lands  is 
over  £300  less  than  the  amount  shown  ? — Exactly.  The  nett  sum  is  only  posted  from 
the  cash  book,  the  gross  sum  should  have  been  posted. 

9356.  Turning  to  the  other  side  of  the  account  you  will  see  that  the  abstract 
showrs  expenditure  from  proceeds  of  sale  of  Municipal  lands  as  £5,050  6s.  ? — Yes 

9357.  But  you  also  give  us  a  return  of  amounts  paid  from  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
lands  as  £5,420  17s.  9d.  ? — Yes. 

9358.  You  will  see  there  is  a  slight  difference  ? — It  is  the  same  matter  of  posting 
the  nett  sum  only. 

9359.  You  have  raised  apparently  four  loans  ? — Yes. 

9360.  That  includes  the  old  sanitary  loan  of  1895,  winch  is  repayable  in  half 
yearly  instalments  ? — Yes;  and  of  that  amount  £547  17s.  8d.  is  still  outstanding. 

9361.  Of  the  three  other  loans  there  is  one  of  £20,000  raised  in  1898  at  4£  per 
cent.,  ana  another  of  £6,000  raised  in  1899  at  5  per  cent.  ? — Yes,  those  are  water 
works  loans. 

9362.  And  there  is  a  further  loan  of  £9,000  raised  last  November  ? — Yes,  at  5 
per  cent. 

9363.  With  reference  to  the  first  of  these  loans,  the  Government  Sanitary  Loan  of 
£650,  did  you  not  take  that  over  from  the  old  Village  Board  ? — No,  it  was  raised  by 
the  Council  and  was,  I  believe,  the  first  transaction  of  the  Council.  It  wras  for  the 
purpose  of  plant  and  sanitary  pails. 

9364.  The  third  loan  of  £9,000  was  for  the  purpose  of  Municipal  offices  and  the 
erection  of  stables  and  workmen’s  cottages,  construction  of  roads,  &c.  ? — Yes. 

9365.  Have  you  any  Sinking  Fund  in  connection  with  these  loans  ? — No;  we 
have  no  Sinking  Fund  as  yet,  with  the  exception  of  that  in  connection  with  the 
Government  Sanitary  Loan.  All  the  other  loans  are  repayable  at  the  same  time — the 
30th  June,  1908. 

9366.  I  understand  that  you  have  spent  the  whole  of  the  £26,000  raised  in  the 
first  two  loans  for  waterworks  ? — Yes. 

9367.  But  have  you  spent  the  whole  of  the  £9,000  ? — We  have  practically  spent  it 
all  now.  When  the  returns  which  I  have  given  you  were  made  out  it  had  not  all  been 
spent. 

Ill 


Messrs. 

U  II.  Scowtn, 
O.  Ptwcll, 

A.  Par  ms. 
and 

T.  Bennett. 
26tli  May,  1902. 
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Mossra. 

H.  U.  SrourfU' 
(i.  r»‘ctll. 

A.  Bxnict, 
and 

T.  Btnneti. 
6th  Mar.  1902. 


9368.  Has  the  Municipality  had  the  question  of  the  establishment  of  a  Sinking 
Fund  before  it  in  any  way  ? — It  has  been  talked  over  by  the  Council,  but  not  officially. 
There  is  nothing  in  my  minutes  with  reference  to  it. 

9369.  No  official  action  has  been  taken  ? — No. 

9370.  Tn  selling  Municipal  lands,  have  you  always  had  a  distinct  understanding 
at  the  time  of  sale  as  to  how  the  proceeds  were  to  be  spent? — Yes;  we  obtain  the 
sanction  of  the  Government  and  notify  how  the  proceeds  will  be  devoted,  and  that  has 
always  been  adhered  to. 

9371.  It  has  not  always  been  adhered  to  in  that  you  have  spent  even  more  on  the 
particular  works  mentioned  than  the  sales  have  brought  you  in  ?  —Yes  ;  but  the  people 
would  contribute  ou  a  pro  rata  share. 

9372.  The  Kalk  Bay  Municipality  has  never  lent  itself  to  using  any  of  these 
proceeds  of  land  sales  to  supplement  the  ordinary  rates  ? — No,  with  the  exception  of 
one  little  item  of  £36,  against  which  there  is  a  very  big  sum  on  the  other  side. 

9373.  Everything  else  has  been  actually  authorised  by  Government? — Yes,  all 
the  other  expenditure. 

9374.  You  had  some  expenditure  on  police  a  little  while  ago — 1900-1901  ? — Ye§; 
but  now  the  Government  has  relieved  us  of  that  charge. 

9375.  What  has  been  the  expenditure  which  is  described  as  “  lighting  ”  ? — The 
expenditure  on  street  lamps  ? 

9376.  Paraffin  lamps  ? — Yes,  oil  lamps. 

9377.  I  see  that  in  1891  there  is  an  expenditure  of  £547  Is.  8d.  on  Plague 
aooouut? — Yes;  that  is  extra  Municipal  expenditure  and  is  not  included  in  what  we 
have  received  from  the  Government. 

9378.  You  have  obtained  a  large  refund  from  the  Government  ? — We  have 
obtained  one  half  of  what  we  have  spent. 

9379.  Then  does  this  £547  represent  the  balance  chargeable  to  the  Municipality? 
— Yes. 

9380.  Can  you  tell  us  about  what  amount  you  received  from  the  Government  ? — 
About  £500  or  £600,  nearly  £600, 

9381.  That  would  be  more  than  the  amount  you  have  set  down  here? — No;  the 
amount  charged  to  the  Municipality  would  be  the  higher  one. 

9382.  Can  you  remember  the  exact  amount  which  the  Government  paid  to  you  ? — 
I  know  that  one  cheque  was  for  £493,  and  the  other  was  for  £100  or  more.  I  cannot 
remember  exactly. 

93S3.  But  that  would  be  more  than  half  surely? — No,  they  only  paid  us  one 
half.  I  will  look  into  the  matter  and  let  you  know  more  definitely. 

9384.  And  you  say  that  your  borrowing  powers  amount  now  to  £24,013  ? — Yes. 

9385.  On  what  basis  do  you  work  out  these  borrowing  powers  ? — The  total 
revenue  of  the  Municipality,  including  water. 

9386.  And  including  the  sale  of  Municipal  lands? — No. 

9387.  Is  that  taken  for  last  year,  or  for  1900  ? — It  would  be  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1901. 

9388.  In  your  asset  and  liability  statement  you  show  plant,  some  purchased  from 
the  Municipal  revenue  and  some  from  tli8  Sanitary  Loan  of  £650,  making  a  total 
value  of  £1,640.  On  what  basis  do  you  arrive  at  that  figure  ?  Is  it  actual  expenditure 
or  is  it  a  valuation  ? — It  is  the  expenditure  on  all  the  plant  purchased. 

9389.  Have  you  written  anything  off  for  depreciation? — Yes,  during  the  past 
three  years  we  have  written  olf  amounts  for  depreciation. 

9390.  I  see  an  item  in  your  abstract  of  £668  10s.  Id.  written  olf  for  depreciation 
between  1898  and  1901? — Yes;  that  is  written  off  as  depreciation  on  plant  and 
buildings.  One  of  the  items  includes  a  corrugated  iron  building  in  which  the  iron  work 
was  worn  out.  The  place  was  not  worth  pulling  down,  so  practically  the  whole  amount 
of  its  cost  was  written  off  as  depreciation. 

9391.  Do  you  consider  that  your  item  in  the  statement  of  assets  of  £1,640  for 
plant  fairly  represents  the  value  at  the  present  time  ? — Yes,  we  have  plant  to  that 
value. 

9392.  You  have  also  an  item  in  your  assets  of  £825  15s.  for  live  stock;  is  that  an 
actual  valuation  of  the  mules  and  horses  in  your  possession  ? — Yes ;  I  consider  that  a 
valuation.  Some  of  our  animals  were  purchased  about  18  months  ago  at  a  lower 
figure  than  they  would  now  fetch. 

9393.  You  estimate  the  value  of  your  municipal  office  and  ground  at  £3,000? — 
Yes ;  that  is  the  purchase  price,  and  I  think  the  pioptity  is  at  present  worth  that 
amount. 

9394.  Then  may  we  take  it  that  your  municipal  assets  are  set  down  at  well  within 
their  value  ? — You  may. 
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9395.  I  see  you  enter  your  Municipal  Waterworks  at  £20.000  ?-—  Yes  ;  that  is 
actual  cost. 

9396.  Have  you  gone  into  the  question  at  all  as  to  how  far  your  waterworks  are 
at  present  contributing  towards  the  interest  on  the  loan  raised  ? — Of  course  we  are 
working  at  a  loss*  but  within  another  12  months  we  will  be  in  a  better  position.  At 
first  there  were  very  few  houses  which  took  the  water,  but  now  they  are  increasing 
year  by  year. 

9397.  You  are  working  at  a- loss  in  addition  to  paying  the  interest  on  the  loan  F — 

Yes. 

9398.  But  the  water  is  such  an  advantage  to  the  Municipality,  I  take  it,  that  the 
Council  are  perfectly  prepared  to  face  some  slight  loss  at  the  start  ? — Yes. 

9399.  Without  putting  any  questions  about  valuation  generally,  I  would  like  to 
hear  from  you  in  what  form  you  get  your  valuation  roll  ? — Last  time  we  got  it  in 
book  form. 

9400.  Were  the  values  of  the  properties  added  up  and  a  total  certified  to  F — No  ; 
we  had  to  add  up  the  amounts  and  then,  after  the  Valuation  Court,  the  total  was 
certified  to. 

9401.  By  whom  F — By  the  Mayor,  as  Chairman  of  the  Valuation  Court. 

9402.  So  that  after  this  certificate  no  alteration  could  take  place  in  the  Municipal 
office  without  the  total  being  upset  F — That  is  so  :  the  alterations  were  all  initialled 
also. 

9403.  Dr.  Anderson .]  With  respect  to  the  two  Water  Works  loans  repayable  on 
the  30th  June,  1908,  I  suppose  you  have  not  been  able  to  make  any  arrangements 
towards  redemption  F — None  ;  but  it  is  intended  to  prepare  for  that. 

9404.  Chairman .]  On  the  subject  of  water  and  water  schemes,  how  are  you  off  for 
water  F — {Mr.  Powell.)  I  think  wo  have  plenty  of  water  and  a  means  of  providing  for 
more. 

9405.  You  have  a  storage  reservoir  at  the  present  time  F — Yes;  it  is  built  of 
concrete. 

9406.  How  much  water  does  it  hold  F — About  18,000,000  gallons. 

9407.  That  is  not  the  tank  of  40  feet  square  which  is  spoken  of  F — ( Clerk .)  No  ;  the 
tank  holds  about  90,000  gallons. 

9408.  Where  does  the  water  come  from  that  fills  that  •  reservoir  F — From  the 
mountains  at  the  back  of  Tokai. 

9409.  Is  the  storage  reservoir  the  work  that  the  £'26,000  was  spent  upon  F— The 
£26,000  was  spent  in  building  both  reservoirs  and  in  laying  the  pipe  track. 

9410.  What  did  I  understand  was  the  capacity  of  the  storage  reservoir  F — 
18,000,000  gallons,  but  it  can  be  increased  to  140,000, 000  at  a  comparatively  nominal 
expenditure. 

9411.  How  muchP — {Mr.  Powell.)  It  is  estimated  that  by  spending  another 
£25,000  the  capacity  of  the  reservoir  could  be  increased  to  140,000,000  or  perhaps  more. 

9412.  How  far  is  the  storage  reservoir  from  the  service  reservoir? — Five  miles. 

9413.  What  is  the  size  of  your  supply  pipe  F — {Clerk.)  It  varies  in  size;  near 
the  reservoir  it  is  6  inches ;  then  for  a  long  distance  it  is  4  inches,  and  for  the  last  half 
mile  or  so  it  is  3  inches  in  diameter.  The  bulk  cf  the  pipe  is  4  inches  in  diameter. 

9414.  Is  the  collecting  area  within  the  boundary  of  the  Municipality? — The 
boundary  was  extended  for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  the  catchment  ami . 

9415.  Is  the  site  of  the  reservoir  on  the  side  of  the  mouutain  ? — It  is  between  twro 
mountains  at  the  back  of  Tokai. 

9416.  Is  it  near  Noord  Hoek  ? — No ;  it  is  far  away  from  Noord  Iloek. 

9417.  Have  you  not  been  purchasing  water  rights  at  Noord  Hoek? — We 
purchased  certain  riparian  rights  which  were  chimed  by  a  farmer  at  Silvermine. 
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(At  this  period  the  Mayor  and  Mr.  Burnett  entered  the  room.) 


9418.  Will  you,  as  engineer  for  Kalk  Bay,  Mr.  Bennett,  give  us  some  general 
idea  of  its  waterworks? — (Mr.  Bennett.) — I  may  say  that  I  am  a  Civil  Engineer  and  a 
member  of  the  Institute.  I  wras  the  engineer  and  manager  of  the  Suburban  District  Water 
Works  from  1893  until  February  of  this  year.  I  was  sent  out  by  the  London  Board 
to  take  charge  of  those  Water  Works,  and  up  to  the  time  of  their  being  taken  over  by 
the  suburban  Municipalities,  I  continued  as  manager.  Since  that  time  I  have 
been  Municipal  Engineer  to  Kalk  Bay  and  Muizenberg.  I  have  had 
upwards  of  30  years’  experience  in  Municipal  and  Public  Works  of  various  kinds, 
including  drainage,  water  works,  and  other  works.  1  am  now  engaged  on  a  survey  for 
the  designing  of  a  scheme  for  the  draining  of  the  whole  of  Kalk  Bay  district.  We 
have  the  matter  now  in  hand,  and  we  hope  to  have  the  plans  ready  in  a  month  or  six 
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weeks.  We  are  pushing  them  forward  as  quickly  as  possible.  The  water  supply,  as  I 
daresay  has  been  told  to  the  Commission,  was  first  brought  to  the  ratepayers  in  1900.  The 
storage  reservoir  contains  18,000,000  gallons,  and  there  is  a  service  reservoir  to  contain 
100,000  gallons.  The  top  water  level  of  the  storage  reservoir  is  1,485  feet  above  the  sea  level 
and  the  surface  area  of  the  water  is  equal  to  81  acres.  By  raising  the  dam  wall  about  25 
feet  more  and  expending  about  ,£25,000,  the  reservoir  thus  made  would  give  a  supply  of 
520,000  gallons  per  day  for  5  months.  The  reservoir  itself  would  contain  about 
140,000,000  gallons.  I  may  say  that  these  works  were  originally  designed  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Stewart,  and  the  dam  was  prepared  so  that  at  some  future  time  its  height  eould 
be  increased  without  very  great  additional  expense.  If  £25,000  extra  was  spent  on 
giving  this  increased  capacity  the  water  would  cost  about  £370  per  1,000,000  gallons, 
as  against  from  £2,000  down  to  something  over  £400  per  million  gallons  of  the  other 
water  supplies  in  the  Peninsula.  In  that  way  the  Kalk  Bay  Municipality  has  a  special 
advantage  over  some  of  the  other  Municipalities. 

9419.  What  is  the  catchment  area  from  which  you  get  the  water  that  you  store  ? 
— 1  am  not  quite  in  a  position  to  say  that  definitely,  but  it  is  a  large  area  and  the  water 
is  constantly  overflowing  at  the  reservoir. 

9420.  Is  the  area  fenced  in  ? — Yes,  I  believe  there  are  about  7  miles  of  wire  fencing. 

9421.  I  suppose  the  water  does  not  obtain  that  vegetable  colouring  matter  which  is 
stated  to  be  one  of  its  characters  in  the  reservoirs? — That  is  a  matter  which  the  Council 
are  now  taking  in  hand.  We  intend  to  construct  filter  beds  as  soon  as  we  are  in  a 
position  to  do  so.  We  have  an  excellent  position  for  them  and  they  can  be  constructed 
at  practically  a  nominal  cost  ? — I  think  about  £2,500. 

9422.  I  suppose  they  would  be  interposed  between  the  storage  reservoir  and  the 
service  reservoir  ?— Yes  ;  that  is  the  intention. 

9423.  You  estimate  that  the  present  catchment  area  will  be  sufficient  to  fill  the 
storage  reservoir  when  it  is  enlarged  ? — Yes. 

9424.  At  present  you  have  a  supply  sufficient  for  the  population  ? — Yes,  more 
than  they  require.  As  a  matter  of  fact  there  are  thousands  of  gallons  running  to  waste 
every  day. 

9425.  So  that  at  present  there  is  no  immediate  necessity  for  enlarging  the  reser¬ 
voir  ? — No. 

9426.  Do  you  distribute  the  water  to  the  inhabitants  by  meter,  or  how  ? — A  meter 
is  used  for  large  consumers,  but  for  ordinary  consumers  the  rateable  value  is  taken  as  a 
basis  of  charge. 

9427.  Are  the  ordinary  consumers  supplied  on  the  dribble  system  ? — There  are  no 
dribbles  at  Muizenberg.  Everybody  takes  the  water  direct  from  the  mains  at  high 
pressure.  There  is  no  tank  used. 

9428.  Do  they  then  take  as  much  as  they  want  ? — Yes. 

9429.  We  had  a  witness  from  Simon’s  Town,  who  told  us  that  the  people  of  that 
town  were  a  little  exercised  about  the  water  from  Noord  Hoek.  They  had  been 
anxious  to  getlwater  from  that  direction,  but  on  making  inquiries  they  came  to  the 
opinion  that  Kalk  Bay  had  forestalled  them  in  the  matter  ? — That  is  prior  to  my 
coming  to  the  Municipality.  It  is  a  matter  that  I  really  know  nothing  about. 

9430.  Can  you  tell  us  anything  about  it,  Mr.  Mayor  ?— (The  Mayor.)  It  is  with 
reference  to  the  water  rights  on  the  farm  Silvermine.  We  have  had  litigation  about 
the  matter.  In  fact,  ever  since  we  started  building  our  reservoir  there  has  been 
trouble.  The  owner  of  the  farm  thought  that  he  had  a  servitude  over  the  water. 
Finally  we  came  to  an  agreement  with  him,  and  he  sold  us  his  water  rights  for  >£300. 

9431.  Do  you  use  that  water  now  ? — We  have  never  yet  been  able  to  use  all  the 
water  we  could  get.  It  has  always  been  overflowing  at  the  reservoir.  I  believe  there 
was  only  one  period,  of  a  few  weeks  in  a  very  dry  season,  that  we  had  to  draw  upon 
the  reservoir  proper. 

3432.  What  then  was  your  object  in  acquiring  the  rights  of  Silvermine  ? — It  is  the 
overflow  from  our  reservoir  that  runs  down  to  Silvermine.  It  was  that  water  which 
used  to  run  to  Silvermine  that  we  took  when  the  reservoir  was  built. 

9433.  What  was  the  owner’s  name  ? — Mr.  Kirsten. 

9434.  Did  he  complain  when  you  built  the  reservoir  that  you  had  stopped  his 
water  supply  ? — Yes,  and  that  has  been  going  on  for  the  last  three  years,  so  to  finish  the 
matter  he  agreed  to  hand  over  the  full  rights  to  all  the  water  from  that  stream  that 
passed  over  his  farm. 

9435.  Then  the  water  naturally  runs  that  way  ? — Yes,  we  did  not  divert  it. 

9436.  Do  you  require  all  this  water? — No  ;  but  supposing  that  there  had  been  no 
overflow  from  our  reservoir,  the  owner  of  Silvermine  might  have  been  able  to  compel  us 
to  supply  .him  with  water  from  theatre  am  which  runs  into  our  reservoir.  Now  that  we 
have  made  an  agreement  he  cannot  do  this.  We  have  full  rights.  (Mr.  Powell.)  We 
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have  not  bought  all  the  water  on  Silvermine.  He  has  any  amount  of  water  there  still.  Messrs. 

It  is  quite  open  to  Simonstown  to  buy  water  there  still.  ^o^Fowell”’ 

9437.  Are  there  any  other  persons  who  claim  riparian  rights  at  that  place  ? — (The  a.  Barnat . 

Mayor.)  No;  but  I  believe  that  recently  a  few  acres  have  been  sold  to  a  Mr.  Yan  der  and 
Poel,  but  that  does  not  affect  Kalk  Bay’s  rights  in  any  way.  T‘ 

9438.  Could  the  water  at  Mr.  Kirsten’s  farm  be  taken  to  Simonstown  ? — (Mr.  26th  May,  1902. 
Bennett.)  I  am  not  certain  about  the  levels.  Personally  I  think  it  might,  but  at  very 
considerable  expense. 

9439.  The  distance  from  Kalk  Bay  is  about  8  or  10  miles,  is  it  not  ? — (The  Mayor.) 

No ;  not  so  much,  about  5  or  6  miles. 

9440.  Is  your  storage  reservoir  nearer  to  Simonstown  than  that  ? — No  ;  it  is 
further  away. 

9441.  How  far  do  you  carry 
extending  as  far  as  Fish  Hoek. 

Municipality  on  that  side. 

9442.  What  is  the  pressure  of  water  there  ?- 
feet  head  of  water,  so  that  over  the  whole  district 
130  lbs. 


your  pipes  ? — (Mr.  Bennett.)  We  have  a  main 
That  is  the  extreme  boundary  of  the  Kalk  Bay 


—About  130  lbs.  We  have  a  1,450 
the  pressure  varies  between  120  and 


9443.  You  appear  to  be  very  favourably  situated  ? — We  are  very  favourably 
situated.  At  present  our  position  is  the  best  in  the  whole  Peninsula ;  of  that  there 
can  be  no  doubt. 

9444.  Would  it  be  possible  for  you  to  supply  Simonstown  from  your  storage 
reservoir  ? — There  would  be  no  difficulty  ;  it  is  just  a  question  of  expense. 

9445.  And  there  is  plenty  of  water  to  supply  Simonstown  as  well  as  Kalk  Bay  ? 
— Yes,  we  could  get  the  water  by  ra'ising  the  dam  wall. 

9446.  Is  there  water  all  the  year  round  ? — Yes,  the  whole  year  round. 

9447.  How  far  is  your  reservoir  from  Simonstown? — (Mr.  Powell.)  Straight 
across  country  it  is  only  about  6  or  7  miles,  but  we  carry  our  pipes  in  a  roundabout 
direction. 

9448.  Would  it  be  possible  for  any  arrangements  to  be  entered  into  between 
Simonstown  and  Falk  Bay  for  a  combined  water  supply? — (The  Mayor.)  Their  late 
Mayor,  Mr.  Buneiman,  approached  me  on  this  subject  sometime  back ;  but  I  said  that 
unless  they  could  put  something  tangible  before  us  as  to  what  they  required  and  what 
they  were  prepared  to  do  in  the  matter  of  either  paying  for  it  or  assisting  us  with 
money  for  raising  the  waU  of  the  dam,  we  could  take  no  steps.  The  matter 
afterwards  fell  through.  I  believe  the  Admiralty  were  blocking  the  way. 
At  any  rate,  we  heard  nothing  further  about  it.  Then  Mr.  Buneiman  resigned 
his  seat  as  Mayor,  and  since  then  no  communications  have  passed  on  the  subject.  I 
might  say  that  we  are  quite  prepared  to  deal  with  them. 

9448  (a).  Would  you  entertain  the  plan  of  supplying  water  to  Simonstown  in 
bulk,  or  would  you  rather  that  they  should  assist  you  with  money  to  enable  you  to 
store  a  greater  quantity  of  water  and  they  share  in  the  result  ? — I  could  not  say  at 
present.  There  are  more  ways  than  one  of  looking  at  the  question.  We  must  in  the 
first  place  think  about  our  own  borrowing  powers  and  whether  they  would  be  sufficient 
to  enable  us  to  raise  enough  money  to  build  the  wall  higher. 

9449.  Have  you,  as  engineer,  Mr.  Bennett,  any  doubt  as  to  the  quantity  of  the 
water  ? — (Mr.  Bennett.)  None  whatever. 

9450.  Does  it  run  all  the  year  round  ? — All  the  year  round. 

9451.  You  could  store  practically  any  amount  of  water? — Yes,  it  is  only  a 
question  of  raising  the  dam. 

9452.  When  you  stated  the  amount  of  140,000,000  gallons,  did  you  oonsider  that 
that  was  the  limit  to  which  you  coidd  carry  the  storage  capacity  of  youi’  reservoir  ? — I 
think  we  could  give  rather  more  than  that,  but  the  dam  was  prepared  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  at  some  future  time  holding  that  quantity.  Still  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
that  we  could  increase  that  capacity  very  considerably.  It  is  really  a  question  of 
expense.  There  is  no  reason  why  there  should  not  be  a  series  of  reservoirs  in  a  similar 
manner  to  the  Cape  Town  reservoirs,  one  above  the  other.  We  have  a  sufficient  area 
and  sufficient  fall  in  every  way.  I  think  that  the  position,  as  far  as  Kalk  Bay  is 
concerned,  is  practically  unique  in  the  Peninsula. 

9453.  You  could  not  bring  the  water  in  the  direction  of  Cape  Town,  I  presume  ? 
— Oh,  yes,  it  could  be  done ;  the  water  level  is  higher  above  the  sea  than  either 
Steenbras  or  Oliphant's  Hoek,  and  the  distance  is  very  considerably  shorter. 

9454.  You  cannot  give  us  any  idea  as  to  how  much  water  could  really  be  stored 
there,  I  presume  ? — Not  without  going  into  the  matter  much  more  carefully  than  I 
have  done  so  far. 

9455.  Do  you  really  think  it  is  a  point  that  might  be  considered  by  the  Com¬ 
mission,  how  far  this  area  might  be  utilised  to  yield  additional  supply  for  the  Penin- 
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suln  ?  —It  would  be  a  matter  of  interest,  certainljo  I  think  that  it  might  be  considered 
without  any  disadvantage. 

9  •"(!.  Would  the  whole  area  have  to  be  surveyed,  in  the  first  instance? — I  could 
give  o-  area  it  a  very  short,  period.  It  has  been  surveyed,  but  I  have  not  got  the 
exact  figures  with  me  at  the  moment. 

6  r>7.  Could  not  the  catchment  area  be  enlarged?  Is  there  more  land  available 
or  n  >t  ? — I  would  not  like  to  venture  an  opinion  on  a  matter  of  that  kind  without 
going  personally  into  it.  (Mr.  Powell.)  The  catchment  area  has  been  fenced  in  by 
the  M  uuieipality.  It  is  a  huge  hollow  in  the  mountains,  and  the  tops  of  the  mountains 
have  been  fenced  in. 

! 1  AS.  Then  have  you  practically  the  whole  available  catchment  ? — Yes. 

9459.  You  say,  Mr.  Bennett,  that  the  area  has  been  surveyed? — (Mr.  Bennett.) 
Yes.  and  I  believe  that  it  is  roughly  from  18  to  20  miles  in  extent. 

h4<>0.  Can  you  give  us  the  average  rainfall  ? — 1  am  not  aware  of  it. 

9401.  I  suppose  that  the  rainfall  on  Table  Mountain  would  practically  govern  it  ? 
— Yes,  I  think  so.  (The  Mayor.)  The  records  of  the  rainfall  are  at  Mr.  Thomas 
Stewart’s  office. 

9462.  Have  you  got  rain  gauges  ? — Yes. 

9463.  Are  observations  regularly  taken? — (The  Clerk.)  A  Municipal  employe 
collects  that  information. 

9464.  So  that  you  have  the  records  in  your  office  ? — Yes. 

9465.  How  long  have  you  had  these  guages? — (The  Mayor.)  We  have  had  them 

for  three  years. 

9466.  Dr.  Gregory .]  There  was  one  point  about  your  evidence  in  regard  to  water 
works  which  I  -wanted  to  speak  about.  Your  expenditure  exceeds  your  revenue,  but 
you  hope  next  year  to  make  matters  balance  ? — We  hope  so. 

9467.  Have  you  compulsory  powers  over  every  house  to  take  water  ?— No. 

9468.  I  suppose  that  is  your  difficulty  in  making  ends  meet  ? — (Mr.  Powell.)  It 
was  feared  at  the  time  that  the  Bill  was  first  brought  forward  that  if  that  compulsory 
power  was  included  it  would  be  thrown  out  altogether,  so  it  was  not  put  in.  There  is 
now  no  difficulty  in  getting  people  to  connect.  The  trouble  has  passed  over. 

9469.  But  is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  large  number  of  householders  continue  to  take 
water  from  springs  and  wells  ? — A  few  of  them  do. 

9470.  And,  therefore,  you  are  not  getting  the  full  revenue  from  your  waterworks 
that  you  should  be  getting  ? — I  think  all  the  householders  should  take  tire  Municipal 
water. 

9471.  Dr.  Anderson .]  Have  you  any  gaugings  of  the  water  yon  could  get  from  the 
catchment  area  ? — (Mr.  Bennett.)  We  can  give  you  the  amount  of  water  which  is  over¬ 
flowing.  We  have  a  record  of  that. 

9472.  You  have  kept  records? — Yes,  we  have. 

9473.  You  talk  about  supplying  Simonstown.  What  is  the  size  of  your  main 
voing  to  Fish  Hoek  ? — It  would  necessitate  the  re-laying  of  a  considerable  portion  of 
our  main  if  Simonstown  were  to  be  supplied.  Right  down  the  main  road  to  the  end  of 
Kalk  Bay  we  have  a  4-inch  main  and  beyond  that  to  the  boundary  of  Fish  Hoek  a 

3-inch  main. 

9474.  But  what  size  of  main  would  you  require  to  take  water  to  Simonstown  ? — 
Having  regard  to  the  pressure  I  should  say  that  a  6-inch  main  would  serve  our  purpose. 

9475.  That  would  necessitate  laying  a  new  main  for  practically  the  whole  distance  ? 
— That  is,  practically,  what  it  would  amount  to. 

9476.  Chairman .]  The  records  of  overflow  which  you  promised  to  put  in  will, 

I  presume,  shew  the  full  amount  of  water  now  running  to  waste  ?— Yes. 

9477.  Hoes  your  record  extend  over  some  years? — Since  the  establishment  of  the 
waterworks. 

4473.  Hoes  all  this  water  flow  through  the  storage  reservoir  ? — No,  we  have  a 
1  'ui.nderable  quantity  that  passes  down  without  going  into  the  reservoir  at  all. 

9479.  Will  your  records  give  that  quantity  as  well  ? — Yes,  I  think  they  will.  We 
have  a  series  of  gauges. 

9430.  With  a  reasonable  increase  in  your  works,  could  that  water  be  diverted  into 
your  Kioragc  reservoir  as  well  ? — Yes  ;  we  can  send  it  into  the  service  reservoir  inde¬ 
pendent  of  its  going  into  the  storage  reservoir.  As  a  matter  of  fact  we  do  that.  I 
may  say  that  practically  we  have  18,000,000  gallons  lying  idle. 

9481.  Would  proper  filtration  remove  that  colouring  matter  from  the  water  ? — I 
am  conducting  a  series  of  experiments,  and  I  may  say  I  have  been  exceedingly  success¬ 
ful  in  removing  this  colouring  matter.  The  result  is  perhaps  not  quite  so  bright  as 
Albion  Spring  water,  but  xt  is  getting  on  that  way. 

9482.  Is  the  colouring  due  to  decaying  vegetable  matter? — It  is  the  dye  from  the 

pe.lmi  '  and  the  peat.  * 
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9433.  Ts  it  palmiet  in  a  state  of  decomposition  that  causes  the  discolouration  ? — I 
think  it  is  the  nature  of  the  plaut  itself.  I  have  really  never  analysed  if.  It  is  a 
matter  that  can  be  dealt  witli  I  have  no  doubt  whatever.  I  may  say  that  we  have 
been  very  successful  in  the  matter,  and  l  shall  be  pleased  to  submit  samples  of  the 
water. 

9484.  There  is  a  similar  colouring  iu  the  water  from  the  reservoirs  on  Table  23th  May,  1902, 
Mountain,  is  there  not  ? — Yes. 

9485.  A  sand  filter  well  constructed  would  have  some  influence  on  the  colouring 
in  the  water,  would  it  not  ? — Yes.  I  think  so ;  there  are  several  useful  filtering  media. 

9486.  As  far  as  you  have  been  able  to  notioe,  the  water  does  not  turn  bad  when 
kept  ? — No,  that  is  not  my  experience. 

9487.  Not  even  when  kept  in  the  house  in  hot  weather  ? — No. 

9488.  You  have  not  done  much  in  the  way  of  drainage  at  Kalk  Bay,  have  you  ? 

— Not  up  to  the  present,  but  we  are  now  busy  with  the  surveys  for  a  drainage  scheme 
for  the  whole  Municipal  area. 

9489.  Do  you  propose  to  drain  into  the  sea  ? — I  cannot  answer  that  question  now, 
because  the  survey  is  not  completed.  It  will  depend  entirely  upon  the  resuit  of  the 
survey.  But  I  do  not  think  that  we  shall  put  the  crude  sewage  into  the  sea. 

9490.  Have  you  made  any  observations  as  to  the  set  of  the  currents  in  False  Bay  ? 

— They  are  now  going  on.  The  various  parts  are  being  carefully  examined  because 
we  know  how  injurious  the  idea  of  unfiltered  sewage  being  cast  up  on  the  beach  would 
be  with  the  intending  visitors  at  a  health  resort  like  Muizenberg. 

9491.  At  present  the  sanitation  is  carried  on  by  a  collecting  system  ? — Yes,  by  the 
tub  system. 

9492.  That  is  done,  I  presume,  by  the  Municipality  ? — Yes,  and  the  matter  is 
properly  buried. 

9493.  How  is  the  work  done — by  contractors? — No,  departmentally. 

9494.  Do  I  understand  that  the  cost  of  the  removal  of  the  night  soil  is  £456  per 
annum? — {The  Clerk.)  That  would  be  for  wages  alone. 

9495.  What  then  is  the  total  cost  of  night  soil  removal? — For  1901  the  cost  to 
the  Municipality  was  £515. 

9496.  Do  you  make  a  charge  to  the  householders  in  respect  of  this  removal  ? — 

— Yes  ;  we  have  no  tenants’  rate  in  the  Municipality  and  so  the  Council  decided  to 
fix  a  charge  for  removals,  and  now  there  is  a  compulsory  charge  of  Is.  per  pail  per 
week.  {Mr.  Powell.)  But  coloured  people  are  only  charged  6d. 

9497.  I  see  by  your  accounts  that  the  cost  under  the  head  of  Sanitary  Works  was 
£2,085  during  the  year  1901  ? — Tfiat  includes  the  cost  of  scavenging  as  well. 

9498.  I  suppose  that  is  for  all  the  sanitation  ? — Yes  ;  that  is  a  rough  calculation 
of  the  total  cost. 

9499.  What  is  the  direct  revenue  ? — Just  the  amount  collected  from  the  number 
of  pails  removed. 

9500.  And  you  received  as  revenue  £1,182  12s.  6d.  ? — Yes.  I  worked  it  out  in 
that  form  to  give  some  idea  as  to  cost  for  consideration  in  connection  with  the  drainage 
scheme. 

9501.  The  whole  of  your  sanitary  work  last  year  was,  according  to  the  balance 
sheet,  carried  out  with  a  deficit  of  some  £800  ? — Yes. 

9502.  What  is  done  witli  the  collections  ? — The  night  soil  is  buried ;  the  slop 
water  is  put  through  pipes  into  the  sea  at  certain  outfalls,  and  the  household  refuse  is 
burnt  and  the  remains  are  buried. 

9503.  Where  are  the  night  soil  tubs  emptied  ? — At  present  on  private  ground, 
but  next  year  it  will  be  on  Municipal  ground.  We  have  a  contract  with  a  farmer  to 
allow  the  night  soil  to  be  buried  on  his  land,  but  recently  the  Council  have  built  a 
bridge  across  the  mouth  of  the  Vlei  and  the  night  suil  can  now  go  on  to  Municipal 
ground. 

9504.  Do  you  pay  the  farmer  ? — No  ;  lie  gets  the  night  soil  and  uses  it,  and  we 
have  the  right  to  his  ground  for  stables  and  that  kind  of  thing. 

9505.  Dr.  Gregory .]  A  drainage  scheme  is  most  urgently  necessary,  is  it  not  ? — 

{The  Mayor.)  It  is. 

9506.  At  the  present  you  have  a  considerable  amount  of  slop  water  running  into 
the  stormwater  drains,  have  you  not  ? — Yes,  bath  water,  but  bath  water  only,  except 
into  the  drains  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  slop  water  right  into  the  sea. 

9507.  How  many  such  drains  are  there? — Eight  or  nine,  I  believe. 

9508.  Have  the  Council  considered  the  expediency  of  closing  these  drains  ? — Not 
until  we  have  a  drainage  scheme. 

9509.  How  long  will  your  drainage  scheme  take  to  carry  out  ? — I  hope  to  see  it 
working  within  two  years.  It  will  be  done  in  sections,  and  as  soon  as  the  preliminary 
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plans  are  completed  we  shall  advertise  for  tenders,  and  there  is  no  doubt  some  sections 
of  the  scheme  ought  to  he  in  working  order  within  two  years. 

9510.  You  have  not,  Mr.  Bennett,  decided  upon  an  outfall  for  your  sewage  yet, 
but  you  have  ideas  for  possible  outfalls  in  your  mind,  perhaps  ? — (Mr.  Bennett.)  I 
have  an  idea,  it  is  only  an  idea,  that  we  can  take  it  right  along  much  beyond  the  proposed 
cemetery  ground.  The  gradients  are  very  low,  as  everybody  is  aware,  and,  possibly,  we 
may  have  to  pump  a  certain  section.  We  may  have  to  treat  it  by  septic  tanks,  or 
by  some  other  method,  but  if  the  land  is  as  suitable  as  the  land  at  Fig  Kraal,  where 
Ohlsson's  Brewery  sewage  is  treated,  we  may  treat  it  on  the  farm. 

9511.  That  would  certainly  entail  pumping  ? — Yes,  Ohlsson’s  Brewery  sewage  is 
pumped  for  nearly  8  miles.  They  accumulate  it  at  Newlands  and  then  pump  it  right 
away. 

9512.  How  many  gallons  are  dealt  with  daily  there  ? — From  50,000  to  60,000 
gallons  per  day. 

9513.  What  does  it  cost  in  pumping  ? — About  2jd.  per  thousand  gallons. 

9514.  How  many  thousand  gallons  do  you  anticipate  at  Kalk  Bay? — That 
depends  entirely  upon  the  number  of  inhabitants,  but  we  calculate  on  an  average 
between  20,000  and  25,000  gallons  per  day. 

9515.  Will  you  tell  us  what  are  your  possible  outfalls? — We  might  get  one  at 
Kalk  Bay  and  pump  the  sewage  direct  into  the  sea,  but  I  would  not  recommend  that,  with¬ 
out  careful  enquiry  into  the  set  of  the  currents.  I  have  been  carefully  watching,  and 
I  find  that  on  Muizenberg  beach  during  the  prevailing  winds  there  are,  in  some  cases, 
pieces  of  candle,  cabbages,  potatoes,  and  the  other  day  I  came  across  a  man-of-war’s 
man’s  hat  that  had  washed  up.  It  had  come  from  Simonstown.  We  shall  do  nothing 
without  careful  observations  of  the  currents. 

9516.  Is  there  any  possibility  of  bringing  the  sewage  in  the  other  direction — 
Constantia  way  ?— The  land  towards  Retreat  is  very  low  lying.  It  is  one  of  the  lowest 
parts  of  the  whole  district.  We  have  not  gone  beyond  our  present  boundary  with  our 
surveys,  but  it  must  be  very  low  as  the  Ylei  shews. 

9517.  Then  you  seem  inclined  to  drain  out  in  the  direction  of  Zandfontein  ? — Yes. 

9518.  And  you  will  have  to  pump  and  probably  have  to  employ  some  bacteriological 
system  of  dealing  with  your  effluent? — Either  that  or  filtration  through  the  land. 

9519.  Would  it  be  possible  to  combine  with  Wynberg  in  your  drainage  scheme  ? — 
It  might  be  possible,  but  it  would  be  scarcely  advisable.  The  area  between  Wynberg 
and  Kalk  Bay  is  a  very  large  oue,  and  our  area  at  present  is  large  enough. 

9520.  Are  you  aware  that  Wynberg  intends  draining  into  Princess  Ylei  ? — I 
believe  that  is  so. 

9521.  That  is  one  of  a  series  of  vleis  that  come  up  to  your  Municipality,  is 
it  not  ? — I  believe  it  is.  ( The  Mayor.)  Yes  ;  and  there  is  supposed  to  be  an  under¬ 
ground  communication  between  Princess  Vlei  and  Zand  Vlei  and  also  Zeekoe  Ylei. 

9522.  So  that  if  Wynberg’s  system  was  an  unsatisfactory  one  it  would  affect  your 
Municipality? — (Mr.  Bennett.)  It  would  to  a  certain  extent,  and  if  it  did  they  would 
have  to  join  us  in  some  way. 

9523.  In  your  possible  outfall  beyond  Zandfontein,  could  it  not  be  used  as  the 
outfall  for  the  Wynberg  Municipality  too  ? — It  might,  but  I  would  not  like  to  give  an 
answer  without  considering  the  question  from  an  engineering  point  of  view. 

9524.  As  the  engineer  of  an  adjoining  Municipality,  do  you  not  think  it  would  be 
advisable  for  you  to  consider  the  drainage  proposals  of  the  Wynberg  Municipality  with 
a  view  to  seeing  how  they  fit  in  with  the  Kalk  Bay  drainage  scheme,  and  with  a  view 
to  the  protection  if  necessary  of  the  Kalk  Bay  inhabitants  ? — I  think  that  when  the 
proper  time  arrives  it  will  be  advisable  to  do  so. 

9525.  Has  not  the  time  arrived  to  do  so  before  you  have  a  proper  scheme  of  your 
own  ? — In  one  way  it  has  arrived,  but  until  now  we  have  had  no  direct  information  as 
to  the  outfall  of  the  Wynberg  scheme. 

9526.  But  in  view  of  Kalk  Bay  and  Muizenberg  being  probably  very  muoh 
interested  in  the  disposal  of  the  Wynberg  drainage,  especially  as  your  boundaries  will 
no  doubt  be  one  day  conterminous,  your  Municipality  should  have  some  information  upon 
the  matter  ? — That  is  so  ;  there  is  no  doubt  that,  in  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers  of  Kalk 
Bay,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  inquire  very  carefully  into  that  matter. 

9527.  As  the  case  stands  at  present  your  Town  Council  have  no  legal  right  to 
demand  this  information  from  the  Wynberg  Municipality  ? — No;  it  would  only  be  as 
a  matter  of  courtesy  if  they  gave  it  to  us. 

9528.  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  some  combined  control  over 
these  matters  tor  the  whole  Peninsula,  so  that  it  could  not  be  possible  for  any  local 
authority  to  jeopardise  the  interests  of  another  local  authority  by  carrying  out  any 
unsatisfactory  scheme  ? — That  has  been  my  opinion  for  years  ;  and  I  think  the  best  thing 
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•would  be  the  establishment  of  a  Local  Government  Board,  on  the  same  lines  as  the 
Local  Government  Board  at  home.  There  it  controls  the  whole  of  these  matters  from 
one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other. 

9529.  At  present  you  are  aware  that  the  Government  may  be  consulted  in  these 
matters  under  certain  circumstances  ? — But  the  Government  do  not  control  the  matter 
in  the  same  way  as  the  Local  Government  Board  at  home,  especially  in  sanitary 
matters. 

9530.  The  Local  Government  Board  at  home  never  sanctions  any  scheme  without 
an  enquiry  conducted  on  the  spot  ? — No ;  when  application  is  made  by  a  local  authority 
for  a  loan  for  carrying  out  a  scheme  of  any  kind,  they  have  to  submit  the  whole  of  their 
plans  and  estimates  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  there  these  papers  are  gone 
into  by  an  advisory  staff.  An  inspector  holds  a  public  enquiry  in  the  locality,  and  if 
the  Local  Government  Board  decide  that  the  money  ought  to  be  advanced  they  will 
probably  advance  one  half  of  the  required  amouut,  and  when  that  money  is  spent  they 
hold  another  enquiry,  upon  application  for  a  further  loan,  and  if  they  find  that  the 
other  money  has  been  properly  spent  they  do  not  withhold  their  sanction  for  the 
raising  of  the  rest  of  the  money  that  is  required.  They  never  advise  as  to  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  works  except  under  special  conditions,  but  they  have  full  control  over 
the  whole  of  the  spending  power.  They  prefer  that  the  work  should  be  carried  out  by 
the  local  authorities.  They  do  not  want  to  supersede  their  powers  in  any  way,  but  they 
have  the  control  of  the  money. 

9531.  Chairman .]  Do  you  consider  that  a  general  supervision  should  be  exercised  in 
the  Peninsula  by  a  Government  body  on  similar  lines  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
but  rather  an  elective  body,  so  that  any  proposed  sewage  scheme  should  be  such  as 
would  work  in  with  a  scheme  for  the  remaining  areas  ? — I  think  that  an  elective  body, 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  Government,  advised  by  their  professional  staff,  would  to  a 
great  extent  be  an  improvement.  But  I  would  not  have  an  elective  body  to  have 
entire  control  in  the  matter.  The  body  must  have  some  power  from  Parliament  or  the 
Government. 

9532.  Dr.  Gregory.  ]  In  regard  to  your  proposed  outfallinto  the  sea,  do  you  not  think 
that  it  would  meet  with  very  strenuous  opposition  judging  by  the  opposition  which  has  been 
raised  by  the  proposed  temporary  stormwater  drain  ? — I  do  not  think  so  if  they  are 
sensible  people. 

9533.  But  is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  are  getting  strenuous  opposition  to  the  proposed 
stormwater  drain  for  carrying  away  the  water  that  comes  from  the  mountain  near 
Farmer  Peck’s  hotel  ? — That  is  so. 

9534.  And  if  you  have  all  that  opposition  iu  regard  to  a  mere  stormwater  drain, 
would  there  not  be  a  very  much  more  serious  opposition  to  putting  ordinary  sewage 
into  the  sea  ? — I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  if  the  matter  is  properly 
ventilated.  1  do  not  consider  that  there  should  be  any  difficulty.  If  we  decided  to 
put  the  crude  sewage  into  the  sea  the  outfall  would  be  so  far  from  any  habitation  that 
there  could  not  be  any  ill  effects.  We,  however,  may  decide  to  deal  with  the  sewage 
before  putting  it  into  the  sea  so  that  there  would  be  only  the  effluent  to  consider. 

9535.  How  far  beyond  Zandfontein  do  you  mean  to  put  it  into  the  sea  ? — We 
are  carefully  watching  the  currents  and  we  find  that  there  is  a  tendency  for  things  to 
drift  that  way. 

9536.  How  many  miles  approximately  beyond  Muizenberg  ? — Between  three  and 
four  miles. 

9537.  Would  it  be  possible,  if  you  put  the  crude  sewage  into  the  sea  and  the 
currents  were  favourable  for  carrying  it  away  from  Kalk  Bay  and  Muizenberg,  for  it 
to  become  a  nuisance  by  washing  on  to  the  shore  at  Somerset  Strand  ?  — I  do  not  think 
so  ;  the  distance  is  too  gieat.  ( The  Mayor.)  The  currents  set  in  from  Cape  Hangklip 
and  go  around  the  Island  and  then  into  the  centre  of  the  Bay,  by  way  of  Simonstown 
and  that  district,  depositing  everything  into  the  centre  of  the  Bay. 

9538.  How  then  do  you  get  things  washed  up  at  Zandfontein  ? — Very  little 
indeed  is  washed  up.  I  have  seen  things  washed  up  after  a  strong  westerly  wind, 
which  is  not  the  prevailing  one. 

9539.  Who  is  taking  the  observations  of  the  currents  ? — [Mr.  Bennett.)  We  do 
it  ourselves. 

9540.  Are  the  observations  being  taken  daily  ?  —  No  ;  not  every  day. 

9541.  Should  not  they  he  taken  daily  ? — It  would  be  advisable  to  do  so.  I  am 
now  in  communication  with  the  Admiralty  in  the  matter. 

9542.  What  would  be  the  probable  ost  of  this  drainage  scheme,  do  you  estimate  ? 
— From  £30,000  to  £40,000. 

9>43.  Then  you  w  mid  have  to  go  to  Parliament  for  powers  ? — Yes. 

9544.  Chairman. J  You.  appear  to  have  spent  a  good  deal  of  money  iu  making 
roads,  wisely  appropriating  your  revenue  irom  the  sale  of  lands  for  that  purpose  ? — Yes. 
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0545.  Arc  the  roads  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition  at  present  ? — (The  Mayor.) 
Yes  ;  they  are  being  constructed  departraentally  for  the  most  part.  Some  of  those 
roads  were  done  under  Act  41.  {Mr.  Powell.)  We  did  not  know  that  the  cost  was 
going  to  come  out  of  the  ordinary  revenue.  We  understood  that  we  had  additional 
borrowing  powers  for  roads  under  that  Act,  but  we  afterwards  found  that  we  had  not. 
Had  we  known  that,  it  is  probable  that  the  roads  would  not  have  been  made. 

9546.  Do  you  propose  to  make  future  roads  with  borrowed  money  or  money  from 
the  sale  of  other  land  ? — We  shall  have  to  sell  land,  I  presume. 

9547.  Have  you  any  grievances  with  the  Divisional  Council  at  Kalk  Bay  ? — (The 
Mayor.)  No  ;  I  think  our  main  grievances  are  against  the  railway.  They  are  unable 
to  supply  us  with  trucks  to  bring  the  material  to  make  our  roads. 

9548.  The  Divisional  Council  spend  more  money  iu  Kalk  Bay  than  they  get  from 
the  rates  in  that  district  ? — Yes  ;  that  is  because  we  have  more  than  5  miles  of  main 
road  through  our  Municipality. 

9549.  I  see,  from  the  Divisional  Council  accounts,  that  in  1901  they  spent  over 
£3,000  in  your  Municipality,  whilst  the  Divisional  rate  only  brought  about  £900  from 
your  district,  so  that  they  have  been  a  little  more  liberal  to  Kalk  Bay  than  they  have 
been  to  some  other  places  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

9550.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  Conference  of  municipal  delegates  with 
reference  to  the  taking  over  of  main  roads  from  the  Divisional  Council  ? — I  was  there. 

9551.  Did  you  agree  with  the  resolution  that  was  adopted? — I  thought  we  were 
out  of  it  altogether.  I  knew  that  we  could  not  keep  up  our  main  roads  unless  we  had 
something  given  to  us  for  the  purpose. 

9552.  The  resolution  spoke  of  some  consideration  to  Kalk  Bay,  Simonstown, 
Maitland  and  Durban.  What  was  that  special  consideration  to  be  ? — It  was  not 
decided,  except  that  we  ought  to  have  some  consideration  because  of  the  length  of  roads 
we  should  have  to  maintain. 

9553.  Do  you  anticipate  that  it  would  always  cost  you  as  much  to  maintain  these 
five  miles  as  it  did  in  the  year  just  quoted  ?-■ — If  we  had  the  facilities  which  the 
Divisional  Council  have  for  getting  macadam,  it  would  not.  The  difficulty  in  the 
matter  of  maintaining  the  road  would  be  that  of  material. 

9554.  How  far  away  from  Kalk  Bay  is  the  Divisional  Council  quarry  ? — It  is  a 
little  beyond  Fish  Hoek — at  Elsjes  Bay.  (Mr.  Powell.)  The  Municipal  Act  would  not 
allow  us  the  power  which  the  Divisional  Council  has  of  going  on  to  quit- rent  land  and 
taking  gravel,  and  consequently  we  would  have  to  pay  very  much  more  dearly  for  it 
than  the  Divisional  Council  now  have  to  pay. 

9555.  What  do  you  estimate  would  be  a  fair  cost  of  maintaining  these  five  miles 
of  main  road? — (The  Mayor.)  I  do  not  think  it  could  be  done  under  £600  per  year. 

9556.  For  the  lot  ? — Yes. 

9557.  If  you  think  that  it  could  be  done  for  £600  per  year,  would  not  the  proper 
consideration  for  you  be  to  take  over  the  road  and  for  the  Divisional  Council  to  cease 
to  levy  rates  within  your  boundary  ? — Yes,  if  they  gave  us  the  right  to  levy  the  same 
rate. 

9558.  The  Divisional  Council  rate  of  Id.  in  the  £  produced  £899  in  your  district 
in  1901  ? — Yes;  and  if  they  gave  us  the  right  to  levy  that  rate  on  the  understanding 
that  we  utilised  the  money  for  the  purpose  of  the  roads  we  could  do  so.  We  should 
also  require  to  have  facilities  for  getting  road  material. 

9559.  Would  you  fetch  the  road  material  yourselves  ? — It  would  come  in  railway 
trucks.  There  is  a  railway  siding  right  into  the  Divisional  Council’s  quarry. 

9560.  .Would  you  be  prepared  to  pay  the  cost  of  that  macadam? — We  would  be 
prepared  to  pay  the  cost  to  the  Divisional  Council  at  the  quarry  at  the  present  time. 

9561.  You  say  that  you  could  maintain  those  five  miles  of  road  for  £600  ? — Yes. 

9562.  And  a  Id.  rate  would  bring  you  £900,  which  would  leave  a  balance  of 
£300.  Would  not  that  cover  the  cost  of  the  macadam  ? — I  am  afraid  not.  It  is  not 
the  question  of  labour,  it  is  the  question  of  material  that  would  be  the  expense  in  the 
making  of  these  roads. 

9563.  Then  in  addition  to  being  relieved  of  the  Divisional  rate  you  would  want  a 
subsidy  in  the  shape  of  the  necessary  quantity  of  macadam  to  put  on  the  roads  ? — Yes. 

9564.  You  would  require  to  be  supplied  with  that  macadam  free  of  cost? — No  ;  at 
the  Divisional  Council  cost  at  the  crusher. 

9565.  You  would  pay  for  the  carriage  ? — Yes. 

9566.  How  far  is  that  quarry  from  Kalk  Bay  ? — About  4  miles,  and  about  half 
way  between  Kalk  Bay  and  Simonstown. 

9567.  Are  there  Divisional  Roads  passing  through  your  Municipality  iu  acjjlition 
to  the  main  road  ? — No  ;  only  the  one  main  road  from  Cape  Town  to  Simonstown 

9568.  Does  Kalk  Bay  send  a  representative  to  the  Divisional  Council  ? — ')  ir 
dis'Lr.cL  is  represented  by  Mr.  Runciman  and  Mr.  Hugo. 
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5)569.  Thon  you  combine  with  Simonstown  to  send  representatives  ? — So  far  as  the 
Divisional  Council  is  concerned. 

9570.  Owing  to  the  great  cost  to  whioh  you  would  be  put  in  keeping  up  that 
portion  of  the  road,  you  think  you  should  be  exempted  from  making  any  contribution 
towards  the  maintenance  of  Divisional  Roads  outside  your  limits  ? — Certainly. 

9571.  Any  arrangement  of  the  kind  of  which  we  are  speaking  might  be' subject 
to  revision  in  the  course  of  years.  For  instance,  if  you  became  a  wealthy  Munici¬ 
pality  you  would  be  prepared  to  contribute  your  quota  if  it  was  thought  proper  ? — 
We  should  be  only  too  pleased  if  it  was  possible.  At  present  we  are  practically^a  very 
big  Municipality,  but  a  very  poor  one. 

r  9572.  You  mean  a  very  big  Municipality  as  far  as  area  is  concerned  ? — That  is  so. 

9573.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Besides  the  road  maintained  by  the  Divisional  Council,  are 
there  roads  maintained  by  the  Municipality? — Yes;  there  is  the  Royal  Road  and 
several  other  small  roads  that  have  been  constructed  by  mo  ney  from  the  sale  of  lands, 
and  we  are  continually  making  roads. 

9574.  So  that  in  the  future  there  will  be  a  considerable  length  of  road  to  main¬ 
tain,  especially  when  you  have  constructed  the  proposed  tligh  Level  Road  ? — Yes. 

9575.  Where  do  you  get  your  road  metal  from  ?—  At  present  we  are  using  material 
from  the  quarry  which  we  have  on  Municipal  ground,  but  it  is  not  really  road  metal. 
We  shall  have  to  go  to  Fish  Hoek  for  that. 

9576.  Your  material  is  not  suitable  for  roads  ? — No  it  is  all  right  for  bottom  work 
but  it  is  no  good  for  crown  work. 

9577.  What  does  gravel  cost  from  Fish  Hoek  ? — We  pay  9s.  6d.  per  cubic  yard, 
and  we  have  to  pay  7s.  6d.  per  truck  for  carrying  it. 

9578.  What  does  it  cost  on  the  road  ?  — 8s.  per  cub  ic  yard. 

9579.  Iu  the  event  of  the  different  Municipalities  taking  over  all  the  Divisional 
Council  roads  within  their  areas,  there  would  be  very  little  intervening  road  between 
the  limits  of  the  Municipalities  ? — Very  little. 

9580.  And  therefore  it  would  hardly  pay  the  Divisional  Council  to  keep  up  these 
stone  quarries  and  stone  crushers  ? — I  am  sure  all  the  Municipalities  would  be  glad  to 
take  their  macadam  from  these  quarries.  It  is  the  very  best  we  have  for  road  making. 

9581.  Is  the  supply  practically  inexhaustible  ? — 'Yes,  there  is  a  huge  mountain  of 
it. 
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9582.  Do  they  use  the  macadam  right  through  the  Peninsula  ? — As  far  as  possible. 

9583.  It  would  appear  that  this  question  of  macadam  really  governs  the  making 
of  the  roads  ?— Yes. 

9584.  So  that  the  body  which  is  to  make  the  roads  should  have  the  control  of  this 
supply  of  macadam  ? — They  should  have  the  means  of  getting  a  supply. 

9585.  Theoretically  then,  it  should  be  a  more  expensive  way  if  each  Municipality 
had  to  do  its  little  bit  of  road-making  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

9586.  But  they  would  have  to  come  to  the  Divisional  Council  for  macadam  ? — Yes  ; 
but  the  Municipalities  would  simply  order  a  certain  number  of  yards  of  stone  iu  the 
summer  time  and  store  it  for  use  in  the  winter. 

9587.  Then  it  remains  that  somebody  is  to  be  kept  in  existence  to  supply  all  these 
other  bodies  with  macadam  ? — Why  not  the  Government  ? 

9588.  Does  it  not  appear  to  you  to  be  a  more  economical  and  better  arrangement  to 
have  ore  authority  to  deal  with  all  roads  in  the  municipal  areas — some  combined 
authority  ? — It  could  be  done,  but  I  think  it  would  be  difficult,  for  this  reason  :  all  the 
Municipalities  are  not  situated  in  the  same  way.  At  Claremont  they  have  a  supply  of 
gravel  uuder  their  very  noses ;  whereas  we  have  to  bring  ours  some  miles.  Cape  Town, 
again,  has  its  quarries  at  the  top  of  Strand  Street.  They  get  their  macadam  from 
those  quarries,  but  Woodstock,  on  the  other  hand,  have  not  any. 

9589.  Where  does  the  Divisional  Council  get  its  gravel  to  maintain  the  roads'in 
Claremont? — From  the  crusher  at  Elsjes  Bay. 

9590.  So  that  the  Divisional  Council  brings  its  macadam  from  Elsjes  Bay  when 
it  could  get  it  in  Claremont  ? — Claremont  gravel  is  good  for  side  roads,  but  it  is  not 
good  for  main  roads,  except  for  top  dressing,  and  the  Divisional  Council  give  their 
roads  a  top  dressing  with  Claremont  gravel. 

9591.  Where  does  the  Divisional  Council  get  its  macadam  for  the  Woodstock 
roads  ? — Elsjes  Bay. 

9592.  And  the  roads  iu  Cape  Town  are  maintained  with  macadam  from  the  Cape 
Town  quarries  ? — Yes. 

9593.  Then  we  are  faced  with  one  of  two  tilings  :  either  the  Cape  Town  macadam 
is  not  so  good  as  Elsjes  Bay  macadam,  and  therefore  Elsjes  Bay  macadam  should 
preferably  be  used,  or  else  the  Cape  Town  macadam  should  be  used  in  Woodstock  or 
thereabouts? — It  is  used  in  Cape  Town  because  it  is  nearest.  The  Divisional  Council 
have  no  quarry  in  Cape  Town. 
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9594.  Does  uot  this  point  to  one  authority  controlling  all  the  roads  in  these 
Municipal  areas,  both  main  roads  and  side  roads  ? — I  would  agree  as  far  as  main  roads, 
but  I  do  not  think  the  side  roads. 

9595.  Why  not  the  side  roads  ? — The  Municipalities  are  making  roads  continually, 
and  they  have  staffs  and  must  keep  them  up. 

9596.  But  why  should  not  the  combined  authority  do  the  road  making  ? — They 
would  not  do  the  scavenging  which  the  Municipality  now  do.  Take  our  own  Muni¬ 
cipality  for  example.  When  our  carts  have  finished  their  scavenging  work  they  are 
put  on  to  road  making.  If  we  could  not  give  them  that  to  do  they  would  sometimes 
be  idle  for  half  the  day. 

9597.  Then  the  combined  authority  should  either  do  all  the  work  or  allow  the 
separate  local  authorities  to  do  it.  They  could  not  economically  take  over  a  portion  of 
the  work  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  for  them  to  do  it,  but  if  they  did 
take  over  the  roads  they  should  also  take  over  the  scavenging. 

9598.  Do  you  see  any  reason  why  they  should  not  take  over  the  scavenging  ? — It 
is  such  a  large  area  that  I  think  it  would  work  far  better  as  it  is  being  done  at  present. 
Each  Municipality  should  be  allowed  to  look  after  its  own  scavenging  and  private 
roads,  and  in  the  case  of  main  roads,  certain  facilities  should  be  given  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment. 

9599.  Chairman .]  To  whom  does  the  quarry  at  Elsjes  Bay  belong? — It  is  on 
Crown  land. 

9600.  Then  it  is  not  on  a  private  farm  ? — No. 

9601.  So  that  the  Municipalities  should  have  just  as  much  right  to  it  as  the 
Divisional  Council  ? — Yes. 

9602.  What  kind  of  stone  is  it,  Mr.  Bennett  ?  — (Mr.  Bennett.)  It  is  a  kind  of 
blue  trap. 

9603.  An  igneous  rock? — Yes,  rather  a  tough  kind  of  stone  that  wears  very  well. 

9604.  How  many  crushers  have  the  Divisional  Council  there? — ( The  Mayor.) 
They  have  two  crushers. 

9605.  If  the  Municipalities  took  over  the  maintenance  of  th  e  main  and  divisional 
roads,  they  should  be  able  to  make  their  own  arrangements  for  getting  stone  as  well  ? 
— Yes. 

9606.  Is  that  the  only  quarry  of  the  kind  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — That  is  the 
only  one. 

9607.  Have  you  anything  to  tell  us  in  the  matter  of  the  lighting  of  Kalk  Bay  ? — 
We  hope  in  the  near  future  to  instal  the  electric  light  through  the  use  of  our  water. 

9608.  Would  it  be  a  paying  undertaking  ? — I  think  so. 

9609.  By  using  water  power  ? — Yes,  we  have  it  there. 

9610.  At  present  your  lighting  is  done  by  oil  lamps  ? — Yes. 

9611.  The  Gas  Company  seem  to  be  inclined  to  extend  their  operations  tc 
Wynberg;  is  it  within  measurable  distance  of  Kalk  Bay? — I  am  afraid  not :  we  are 
7  miles  away  from  Wynberg. 

9612.  And  the  demand  would  not  be  sufficient  to  make  it  worth  their  while  to 
come  as  far  as  Kalk  Bay  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

9613.  Neither  is  the  demand  sufficient  tc  warrant  an  electric  supply  at  present  ? — 
If  we  had  the  borrowing  powers  and  our  drainage  scheme  was  completed  we  would  go 
in  at  once  for  electric  light. 

9614.  Have  you  any  public  wash-houses  ? — Yes,  at  Kalk  Bay.  They  have  been 
completed  for  a  little  over  12  months.  They  are  well  patronised  and  they  are  paying 
interest  on  the  money  invested. 

9615.  How  much  money  was  spent  on  them  ? — Boughly  speaking  £1,000,  which 
is  obtained  from  the  sale  of  land. 

9616.  Do  you  supply  the  water  to  the  wash-houses  free  of  charge  ? — Yes,  froo 
of  charge  except  3d.  per  day  per  tub.  We  have  43  tubs. 

9617.  You  do  not  allow  washing  in  the  yards  of  houses? — Not  as  a  mattei  of 
livelihood.  We  cannot  altogether  stop  private  washings  but  we  do  so  as  much  as  wo 
possibly  can  to  stop  them. 

9618.  Have  you  any  other  public  works,  such  as  baths  or  cricket  grounds  ? — No. 

9619.  You  have  a  public  school?— Yes. 

9620.  Did  you  give  land  free  for  the  site  ? — Yes. 

9621.  Have  yon  public  bathing  machines? — We  have  one  screen  at  Kalk  Bay  and 
two  at  Muizenberg.  They  are  scarcely  worth  mentioning. 

9622.  Mr.  Gurney .]  I  see  that  in  your  account  for  1902  you  have  an  item  of  £500, 
"  Drainage  Engineer’s  salary  advanced  from  revenue  ”  ;  what  does  that  mean  ? — It  is 
an  advance  against  the  drainage  scliemo  from  revenue  to  be  repaid  when  a  loan  is  raised 
for  the  drainage  scheme. 


465 


9623.  Chairman .]  You  are  not  anxious  for  any  alteration  in  your  area  ;  you  do 
not  wish  your  Municipal  boundary  extended  ?— No,  I  think  not ;  but,  personally 
speaking,  sooner  or  later  we,  or  someone  else,  will  have  to  take  in  Retreat,  and  I  think 
the  sooner  the  better.  It  is  a  disgrace  the  way  the  houses  are  being  built  in  that 
neighbourhood,  and  the  way  the  streams  are  being  polluted.  There  is  no  supervision 
whatever  except  the  Divisional  Council  supervision,  and  that  does  not  count  for  much.  ->6th  May  1902 

9624.  Is  it  becoming  thickly  pepulated  ? — No,  I  cannot  say  that,  but  a  lot  of 
ground  has  changed  hands  lately  and  buildings  are  going  up  near  the  main  road  of  a 
very  unsightly  character  and  without  any  order,  and  once  they  are  built  they  cannot 
be  pulled  down  again  Then  you  get  Indians  crowding  into  little  tin  shanties  where 
foodstuffs  are  kept. 

9625.  What  area  does  this  cover  ? — Praotioally  3  miles  of  main  road.  It  runs  to 
the  boundary  of  Diep  River  which  Wynberg  has  recently  taken  into  its  Municipality. 

9626.  You  have  not  done  anything  in  the  matter  of  taking  over  this  area  ? — No, 
it  is  impossible  for  us  to  move  in  the  matter. ?It  would  have  to  be  at  the  initiative  of  the 
residents  of  Retreat  unless  the  Government  stepped  in.  The  inhabitants  are  not  likely 
to  do  it  because  they  would  have  to  begin  paying  rates  which  they  do  not  now  pay. 

9627.  Should  not  the  Divisional  Council  be  empowered  to  deal  with  that  state 
of  affairs  ? — They  should  be  given  more  power  of  that  kind. 

9628.  You  consider  that  there  is  a  want  of  power  at  the  present  time  ?— Yes, 
obviously. 

9629.  Then  you  maintain  that  until  an  area  is  fit  to  be  turned  into  a  Municipality 
the  Divisional  Council  should  have  full  power  to  control  matters  within  it? — Yes;  it 
is  a  pity  that  so  large  a  portion  of  the  main  road,  which  eventually  will  become 
valuable  property,  should  be  made  hideous  by  the  buildings  put  up  alongside  it ; 
and  should  be  spoilt  generally  by  buildings  being  put  up  in  all  directions,  all  over  the 
place.  It  is  a  shame  to  see  tilings  going  on  as  they  are  at  present. 

9630.  Has  there  been  a  large  number  of  plots  of  land  sold  there? — Yes,  and  at 
very  big  prices. 

9631.  In  what  size  of  plots  have  they  been  sold  ? — Generally  from  50  to  100  feet 

9632.  And  houses  are  being  run  up  without  regard  to  sanitation  or  water  supply, 
or  anything  else  ? — Yes;  Dr.  Fenoulhet,  our  Medical  Offioer,  has  been  down  there  a 
good  deal,  and  he  could  tell  you  something  of  the  state  of  things  which  he  saw  there. 

I  may  add,  further,  that  as  far  as  our  Municipality  is  concerned,  we  have  a  cemetery 
question  now  before  us.  We  have  a  cemetery  site  laid  out,  and  we  hope  within  a  short 
time— sav  by  the  1st  October — to  have  it  quite  ready  for  burials. 

9633.  Is  it  within  your  Municipality  ?  —Yes. 

9634  Then  it  will  be  under  the  control  of  the  Municipality  ? — No  ;  a  Cemetery 
Board,  I  should  think. 

9635.  To  whom  does  the  ground  belong  ? — To  the  Municipality,  but  it  would  be 
vested  in  a  Board. 

9636.  Could  it  not  be  vested  in  the  Municipality  ? — It  could,  but  it  would  not  suit 
our  purpose  at  present,  because  we  should  have  to  borrow  money,  and  we  do  not  desire 
to  do  so. 

9637.  But  you  would  get  revenue  from  the  cemetery,  which  would  increase  your 
borrowing  powers  ? — The  revenue  would  be  very  small  at  first. 

9638.  Who  then  would  maintain  the  cemetery  ? — It  would  be  maintained  by 
whatever  loan  was  granted  to  the  Board  in  whom  the  cemetery  was  vested,  and  then 
the  receipts  would  gradually  increase,  and  that  would  maintain  it. 

9639.  But  is  not  that  Municipal  work? — No  ;  it  comes  under  a  special  Act. 

9640.  I  suppose  it  is  out  of  the  question  that  the  Kalk  Bay  Municipality  can  be 
amalgamated  with  any  other  Municipality — you  must  remain  an  isolated  body  ? — Yes. 

9641.  Have  yon  lived  in  other  Municipalities  in  the  Peninsula? — Yes;  I  lived 
for  several  years  at  Wynberg. 

9642.  Have  you  the  same  views  with  regard  to  Wynberg  which  have  been  put 
before  us,  that  they  should  be  a  separate  Municipality  ? — T  think  that  Wynberg  could 
join  with  the  others. 

9643.  What  others  ? — With  Claremont  and  Rondebosch  ;  so  that  instead  of  having 
small  Municipalities,  large  ones  might  be  made. 

9644.  Do  you  see  any  difficulty  in  amalgamating  all  the  Municipalities  from 
Wynberg  to  Sea  Point  ? — I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  doing  it. 

9645.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  have  one  unified  Municipality 
right  through  ? — It  would  be  a  good  thing  in  many  ways. 

9646.  With  representatives  elected,  say,  by  the  areas  as  they  now  exist  ? — Just  so. 

9647.  There  is  no  expediency  in  amalgamating  Kalk  Bay  with  Simonstown  ? — 

No ;  we  are  5  miles  from  Simonstown,  and  the  area  between  us  is  practically  no 
man’s  land. 
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9648.  And  how  far  are  you  from  Wynberg  ? — About  51  miles. 

9649.  But  if  you  annexed  Retreat  ? — Then  we  should  be  on  the  borders  of 
Wynberg. 

9650.  I  suppose  the  Retreat  people  would  object  to  being  annexed? — Certainly; 
the  big  landowners  would  object,  because  they  are  now  free  from  paying  rates,  which 
they  would  have  to  pay  immediately  they  came  within  any  Municipality. 

9051.  Aud  you  consider  that  the  area  of  Retreat  might  be  placed  under  the 
Divisional  Council  with  enlarged  powers  ? — Something  should  be  done. 

9652.  It  is  not  absolutely  necessary  that  it  should  become  part  of  any  Munici¬ 
pality  ? — Certainly  not,  but  it  requires  better  government  than  it  gets  at  present. 


TUESDAY,  27th  MAY,  1902. 

Present . 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman) . 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory, 
Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers. 


Mr.  Henry  Cloete,  C.M.G.,  and  Mr.  Ryk  Mylniryh  examined. 
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9653.  Chairman .]  Mr.  Cloete,  you  are  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  a  Barrister- at  - 
Law,  residing  at  Alphen  Farm,  near  Wynberg  ? — Yes. 

9654.  And,  Mr.  Myburgh,  you  reside  at  Constantia,  and  are  a  farmer  ? — Yes  I 
am  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  reside  at  Hout  Bay. 

9655.  Who  is  the  Field-cornet  there?— Mr.  John  Yersfeld. 


[From  this  stage  Mr.  Cloete  answered  all  the  questions.] 

9656.  You  are  not  a  member  of  the  Divisional  Council? — No. 

9657.  And  both  you  and  Mr.  Myburgh  are  members  of  the  Constantia  Fruit 
Growers’  Association  ? — Yes. 

9658.  Now  the  only  local  authority  in  Constantia  is  the  Divisional  Council,  I 
presume  ? — Yes. 

9659.  And  you  don’t  wish  to  see  that  state  of  affairs  changed?  Would  you  like 
to  see  Constantia  converted  into  a  Municipality  or  brought  under  the  Village  Manage¬ 
ment  Board  Act  ? — Not  at  all.  I  will  tell  you  the  reasons  why  we  would  oppose  it.  Our 
area  would  have  all  the  disadvantages  of  a  Municipality  if  it  were  joined  on,  and  we 
would  not  have  any  of  the  benefits.  We  are  too  scattered,  and  the  Wynberg  Munici¬ 
pality  could  not  possibly  supply  us  with  electric  light,  water  and  a  drainage  system. 
So  that  the  conditions  which  would  apply  to  a  Municipality  would  not  apply  to  us  at 
all.  And  on  the  other  hand,  the  ratepayers  of  Wynberg  would  object  to  be  rated  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  the  farmers  with  electric  light,  water  and  drainage. 

9660.  But  why  not  ? — Because  we  are  a  farming  community,  having  our  own 
water  supply  and  not  requiring  Municipal  government. 

9661.  In  fact,  do  you  not  think  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  a  change 
from  a  rural  to  an  urban  authority  ? — No,  what  I  would  suggest  is  that  when 
any  areas  have  become  sufficiently  populated  to  warrant  their  being  joined 
on  to  a  Municipality,  then  the  Municipality  adjoining  could  be  extended 
in  order  to  take  in  such  areas.  Then  the  people  of  such  areas  would 
be  in  favour  of  it  because  it  would  be  in  their  own  interest,  and  the  Muni¬ 
cipality  might  then  also  be  prepared  to  undertake  the  responsibility,  because  a  fair 
revenue  could  be  expected.  I  might  point  out  that  certain  portions  now  excluded  from 
the  M  unicipalities  were  included  in  the  original  Municipality  of  Liesbeek.  A  petition 
was  at  that  time  presented  to  the  Government  and  a  Commission  was  appointed  and 
the  whole  question  was  gone  into.  The  Commission  consisted  of  certain  gentlemen  ;  I 
think  either  Mr.  Piers  or  Sir  Thomas  Upington  was  a  member  of  it,  but  I  am  certain 
that  Mr.  Crosby  and  Mr.  de  Smidt,  late  Surveyor- General,  were  the  other  members  of 
the  Commission.  A  great  deal  of  evidence  was  taken,  and  the  Commission  unanimously 


457 


came  to  the  conclusion  that  those  portions  should  be  cut  off ;  and  they  were  cut  off  by  Messrs, 
proclamation  which  you  will  find  published  in  the  Government  Gazette  dated  the  18th  ^ 

July,  1886.  Since  that  time  the  trend  of  all  the  building  operations  has  been  in  the  direction  ityk  Mybmgh. 
along  the  railway,  and  that  is  where  you  would  want  Municipal  arrangements.  That  2-th  igo2 
is  in  the  direction  of  Diep  River,  but  not  in  the  Constantia  area  at  all. 

9662.  I  am  not  aware  that,  at  the  present  mom<  ut,  Mr.  Cloete,  there  is  any  move¬ 
ment  to  incorporate  your  area  within  the  Municipality  of  Wvnberg  or  any  other 
Municipality,  but,  quite  apart  from  that,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  Divisional  Council,  as 
at  present  constituted,  has  not  the  power  over  local  matters  in  connection,  for  instance, 
with  public  health  ? — Yes,  I  quite  agree  with  you. 

9663.  And  your  contention  is  that  the  powers  of  the  Divisional  Council  should  be 
increased  so  as  to  enable  them  to  efficiently  deal  with  those  matters  ? — My  contention 
is  that  the  Divisional  Council  should  be  abolished  altogether,  and  that  we  should  have 
some  other  Board  with  more  extensive  powers  than  the  present  Divisional  Council.  So 
far  as  roads  are  concerned,  my  suggestion  would  be  that  the  main  roads  used 
by  almost  all  the  inhabitants  should  be  under  the  control  of  the  Government 
entirely  and  should  be  maintained  out  of  the  general  revenue  of  the  Colony.  By  the 
term  “  main  roads  ”  I  mean  such  an  one  as  that  running  from  Cape  Town  to  Simons- 
town.  And  if  this  proposal  were  found  to  be  impracticable,  then  I  would  suggest  that 
all  the  main  roads  within  the  present  Municipal  areas  should  be  placed  under  the 
control  of  a  Central  Board  of  Works,  with  a  Chairman  who  should  be  a  permanent  and 
highly  paid  official.  This  Board  of  Works  should  be  constituted  by  representatives 
from  each  of  the  Municipalities,  or  if  the  Municipalities  are  amalgamated,  then 
representatives  from  each  of  the  wards  of  such  amalgamated  Municipality.  The  Chair¬ 
man  should  be  made  responsible  to  the  Government,  or  still  better  only  to  Parliament. 

I  would  further  suggest  that  this  Central  Board  of  Works  should  have  the  power  to 
levy  rates  for  its  own  purposes  upon  valuations  made  by  competent  Government 
valuators,  who  should  also  be  well-paid  officials  appointed  for  the  whole  of  the  area 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board.  Such  a  course  would,  I  am  certain,  ensure  a 
uniformity  of  valuation  of  all  the  property,  the  basis  of  the  valuation  being  fixed  by 
the  Act  of  Parliament  constituting  the  Board. 

9664.  If  you  don’t  mind,  we  will  just  look  back  a  little  before  proceeding  with  the 
questions  you  are  discussing  now.  You  want  to  abolish  the  Divisional  Council? — Yes. 

9665.  And  what  are  you  going  to  put  in  its  place  ? — Inside  the  Municipal  areas, 
for  the  management  of  the  roads  and  other  things  required  to  be  looked  after  there,  I 
propose  a  Central  Board  of  Works. 

9666.  Just  let  me  get  at  this  by  putting  the  questions  as  succinctly  as  possible. 

Is  that  Board  which  you  suggest  to  be  an  elective  Board  or  partly  elective  and  partly 
nominative  ? — The  Board  should  be  constituted  by  having  one  of  its  members 
nominated  by  the  Government  and  the  others  elected. 

9667.  And  as  far  as  the  elected  members  of  the  Board  are  concerned,  would  they 
be  returned  by  the  Municipalities  ? — By  the  Municipalities  mainly,  or  if  the 
Municipalities  are  amalgamated  then  by  the  different  wards  of  the  amalgamated 
Municipality. 

9668.  Do  you  think  the  Divisional  Council  should  be  abolished  only  in  the  Cape 
Division,  or  throughout  the  whole  Colony  ? — I  think  only  in  the  Cape  Division.  Over 
all  the  part  that  you  might  call  the  “  Peninsula  area.” 

9669.  Not  the  whole  Cape  Division  then  ? — Perhaps  it  would  be  better  if  it  were 
abolished  in  the  whole  of  the  Cape  Division.  I  may  say,  however,  that  I  have  not  given 
that  question  due  consideration,  but  I  think  if  it  were  abolished  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  Cape  Division  we  should  have  much  more  uniformity,  which  is  very  desirable. 

9670.  And  you  would  give  the  Central  Board  of  Works  the  power  to  rate  ?  —Yes. 

9671.  Do  you  think  that  the  Cape  Town  people  would  stand  being  rated  by  a 
Board  consisting  of  half  Government  nominees  ? — I  don’t  propose  that  they  should 
have  half  Government  nominees  on  the  Board.  My  proposition  is  only  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  should  be  a  permanent  Government  official,  who  should  be 
well  paid  and  be  responsible  to  the  Government  or  to  Parliament. 

9672.  Such  a  Government  official  as  the  Civil  Commissioner,  for  instance? — Yes. 

9673.  What  would  you  reply  to  those  who  say  that  one  of  the  greatest 
sources  of  weakness  of  the  Divisional  Council  is  the  fact  that  they  have  a  permanent 
chairman,  and  that  if  they  had  an  elective  chairman  he  would  add  more  energy  and 
popularity  to  the  Board  than  is  at  present  the  case  ? — I  don’t  agree  with  that.  The 
present  head  of  the  Cape  Divisional  Council,  Mr.  Horne,  is  an  extremely  able  and  in 
every  way  a  first-class  official. 

9674.  But  apart  from  individuals,  the  question  is  between  an  official  chairman  and 
an  elective  chairman  ?  — I  am  of  opinion  that  they  should  have  an  official  chairman  who 
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should  be  absolutely  independent  of  the  people  in  the  district.  I  would  make  him  so 
independent  that  he  should  be  only  responsible  to  Parliament. 

9675.  And  you  would  give  this  Board  of  Works  a  good  deal  of  power  ? — Yes. 

9676  And  you  would  entrust  the  main  roads  to  this  Board? — I  should  entrust  to 
this  Board  the  main  roads  ;  and  I  should  also  entrust  to  them  all  the  roads  within  the 
Municipality. 

9677.  Do  you  mean  the  streets  in  the  Municipalities  ? — I  don’t  mean  bye-streets  ; 
but  all  main  thoroughfares.  I  should  further  entrust  to  this  Board  the  management 
of  water  supply,  drainage  and  lighting.  In  fact  I  should  give  them  all  the  powers  that 
now  exist  in  the  Municipalities,  except  in  respect  of  suoh  small  things  as  the  general 
sanitation,  and  matters  in  connection  with  buildings,  such  as  the  passing  of  plans, 
licences,  &c.,  which  would  be  done  by  the  Municipality. 

9678.  Why  cannot  Municipalities  do  these  larger  things  for  themselves  ? — Because 
at  present  there  is  no  uniformity  about  anything. 

9679.  But  suppose  we  were  to  unite  them  into  one  Municipality? — Well,  I  take 
it  that  that  would  come  practically  to  the  same  thing  that  I  am  proposing  in  the 
constitution  of  this  Central  Board  of  Works.  I  can  well  understand  that  there  may  be 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  uniting  them  all,  but  it  might  be  possible  to  unite  some  of 
them.  I  don’t  express  any  opinion  as  to  which  of  the  Municipalities  could  be  united, 
but  that  there  would  be  difficulties  I  can  plainly  see.  Take,  for  instance,  Wynberg  : 
it  has  its  own  water  supply,  and  it  has  its  own  drainage  scheme.  Wynberg,  as  far  as 
I  can  see,  is  financially  sound.  A.  Municipality  like  that  would  seriously  object  to  be 
united  to  some  of  the  other  Municipalities  which,  I  am  afraid,  are  not  quite  financially 
sound.  Such  obstacles  one  can  see  to  such  a  proposal,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  I  have 
not  gone  into  the  matter  sufficiently  to  give  any  definite  reply  on  that  point. 

9680.  Do  you  know  that  the  Municipalities  are  very  anxious  to  take  over  the 
maintenance  of  the  main  roads  within  their  own  Municipal  areas,  and  that  they 
are  quite  willing  to  pay  for  their  maintenance?  Now  what  objection  would  there 
be  to  that  being  done  ? — As  I  have  said,  you  would  not  have  that  uniformity  that 
you  would  have  with  the  Board.  For  instance,  if  you  gave  the  maintenance  of 
these  roads  to  the  different  Municipalities  you  would  still  have  these  different 
Municipalities  appointing  different  valuators  for  each.  This  I  maintain  is  the  crux  of 
the  whole  thing.  My  point  is  that  these  valuators  should  be  Government  officials  and 
should  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Municipalities  or  with  the  ratepayers.  Then  you 
would  get  uniformity,  and  besides,  the  basis  of  the  valuation  should  be  laid  down  by 
Act  of  Parliament.  At  present  the  individual  valuators  appointed  by  these  Municipali¬ 
ties  value  at  their  own  sweet  will,  regardless  of  any  method  at  all. 

9681.  That  enters  into  the  question  of  valuation  to  which  we  will  come  later? — I 
take  it  that  the  question  of  the  proper  valuation  of  properties  is  one  of  the  first  things 
to  be  considered. 

9682.  We  will  suppose  for  the  moment  that  that  has  been  settled  equitably,  what 
is  there  then  to  hinder  the  Municipalities  either  from  combining  into  one  or  into  two  or 
three,  doing  all  Municipal  work  for  themselves  within  their  own  areas,  to  the  exclusion  of 
another  Board,  such  as  you  suggest  ?  Take  Cape  Town  :  Do  you  think  that  the  rate¬ 
payers,  or  the  Mayor  and  the  Councillors  of  Cape  Town,  who  have  done  all  these 
things  for  themselves,  and  have  done  them  fairly  well,  would  like  to  see  a  Board  put 
over  their  heads,  and  controlling  drainage,  lighting,  water  and  main  roads  ? — I  don’t 
think  they  would  like  it,  but  if  I  were  a  Cape  Town  ratepayer  I  should  like  it. 

9683.  You  are  of  opinion  that  they  would  not  like  it,  but  you  think  it  is  necessary  ? 
— Yes. 

9684.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  improve  the  Board  we  have  than  to  put  another 
Board  in  its  place  ? — I  am  one  of  those  who  do  not  like  half  measures.  When  my  mind 
is  made  up  that  a  thing  is  for  the  best  I  like  to  see  it  carried  out. 

9685.  Take  the  Divisional  Council  as  at  oresent  constituted  :  suppose  we  find  it 
impracticable  to  abolish  it,  how  could  we  work  it  on  some  such  model  as  you  would 
like  to  see  it?  What  powers  should  be  given  to  it? — They  should  certainly  have 
more  extensive  powers  than  they  have  now,  especially  in  the  outside  areas  of  which  I  am 
speaking.  I  do  not  profess  to  speak  for  the  areas  within  the  Municipalities,  as  I  live 
in  an  outside  area.  I  think  a  good  deal  of  money  is  at  present  wasted  by  the 
Divisional  Council. 

9686.  Take  it  in  your  own  area,  with  which  you  are  so  familiar ;  in  what  respects 
are  the  powers  of  the  Divisional  Council  wanting? — Well,  as  I  told  you,  there  is  no 
proper  basis  of  valuation.  The  thing  is  done  in  such  an  erratic  manner  ;  with  this  last 
valuation  for  instance  we  were  all  up  in  arms  about  it  and  the  whole  of  Constantia 
complained.  I  could  give  you  several  instances  in  this  regard.  Different  valuators 
have  different  systems  of  valuation  and  some  have  no  system  at  all. 
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9687.  This  question  of  valuation  is  then  your  first  instance  of  weakness  in  the 
existing  Divisional  Council  system  ? — Yes ;  I  should  like  to  see  permanent  men 
appointed,  who  would  be  quite  independent. 

9688.  Do  you  consider  the  valuation  in  your  district  too  high  or  too  low  in  the 
main? — Absolutely  too  high  for  (he  purposes  that  we  require  it  for.  We  are  not  a 
Municipal  area  that  wants  lighting  and  drainage  aud  all  that  sort  of  thing.  Prac¬ 
tically,  we  only  want  rates  for  roads,  because  the  expenditure  in  connection  with  the 
sanitation  and  health  matters  generally  of  the  area  is  very  small ;  and  vet  they  value 
us  exactly  on  the  same  basis  as  they  do  the  properties  in  the  Municipalities  which  have 
all  these  things.  That  we  strongly  object  to.  The  basis  of  valuation  for  the  outside 
farming  property  should  be  different  from  that  for  the  Municipalities. 

9689.  But  is  it  not  at  the  present  time  on  a  different  basis  ? — No ;  they 
go  on  the  same  basis — what  the  property  would  fetch  in  the  market,  or  what 
rental  it  brings  in.  Now,  if  you  look  at  the  object  for  which  the  rates  are 
levied,  namely,  for  road  purposes,  you  will  see  at  once  how  unfair  it  is.  It  does 
not  really  touch  the  person  who  uses  the  road  most  and  cuts  it  up  most,  such  as  the  fish 
cart  drivers,  brickmakers  and  drivers  of  wood  carts.  There  are  at  present  no  tolls  and 
these  people  are  practically  paying  nothing,  whereas  the  man  who  has  property,  though 
he  may  be  hardly  using  the  road,  has  to  pay  the  taxes.  1  maintain  that  the  rate  should 
be  assessed  on  the  probable  value  of  the  production  of  each  farm,  because  to  the  extent 
of  development  on  the  farm  so  will  the  extent  of  the  use  of  the  road  be,  and  that  would 
be  a  fair  basis.  I  will  give  an  instance  :  one  farm  was  sold  to  a  syndicate  for  £18,000, 
which  is  not  worth  for  farm  purposes  more  than  £4,000,  but  it  has  been  bought  up  by 
this  syndicate  who  are  perhaps  going  to  make  a  second  Kalk  Bay  of  it. 

9690.  What  is  it  rated  for? — That  I  cannot  tell  you.  But.it  is  a  fact  that  they 
valued  the  farms  on  that  basis,  and  I  maintain  it  is  not  fair ;  it  is  a  fallacious  valuation. 

9691.  Speaking  generally,  is  not  the  valuation  of  property  within  Municipalities 
based  upon  the  value  of  the  houses,  and  the  valuation  of  outside  property  based  upon  the 
land  ? — I  really  don’t  know  what  their  basis  is,  but  I  will  give  yon  a  few  instances : 
Alphen  comprises  247  morgen  and  is  now  valued  for  £20,000  ;  the  old  valuation  was 
£6,000.  Plumstead,  which  is  second  to  none — except  perhaps  my  farm,  which  is 
considered  the  best  farm  in  the  district — comprises  225  morgen,  and  is  now  valued  for 
£4,000;  the  old  valuation  was  £3,270.  Steenberg  comprises  478  morgen,  and  is  now 
valued  for  £4,600,  the  old  valuation  being  £3,895  ;  High  Constantia  comprises  111 
morgen,  and  is  now  valued  for  £10,000  ;  Glen  Alphen  comprises  74  morgen,  and  is 
now  valued  for  £6,500,  the  old  valuation  being  £635  ;  Klassenbosch  comprises  266 
morgen,  and  is  valued  for  £10,000,  the  old  valuation  being  £4,250 ;  Witteboom 
comprises  160  morgen,  and  is  valued  for  £5,750,  the  old  valuation  being  £5,000  ;  and 
Klein  Constantia  comprises  156  morgen,  and  is  valued  for  £5,000,  the  old  valuation 
being  £3,500.  I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  difference  in  the  valuation 
between  the  two  farms  Glen  Alpiue  and  Witteboom,  adjoining  farms,  and  also  between 
Alphen,  Steenberg,  and  Plumstead,  which  will  bear  out  my  contention  that  there 
should  be  a  fixed  basis  upon  which  the  valuation  is  to  be  made  in  order  to  ensure 
uniformity. 

9692.  That  is  true ;  but  now  do  you  say  that  in  the  main  the  valuation  of  the 
property  in  the  rural  areas  of  the  Cape  Division  is  too  high  ? — According  to  the  last 
valuation.  I  may  say  that  the  farmers  from  all  parts  of  the  district  came  in  and 
lodged  objections,  and  considerable  reductions  were  made. 

9693.  Are  they  lower  or  higher  than  the  previous  valuation  ? — Higher.  Alphen, 
as  I  have  mentioned,  was  valued  formerly  for  £6,000,  and  it  is  now  valued  for  £20,000. 
At  present,  however,  the  valuation  of  my  farm  is  £15,000,  because  when  I  came  to 
object  the  Court  reduced  it  by  £5,000. 

9694.  But  I  mean,  taking  the  valuation  of  the  Cape  Division  as  a  whole  and  com* 
paring  Municipal  and  outside  valuations  quite  apart  from  the  farms  that  you  have 
mentioned  ? — I  did  not  go  into  that.  I  can  only  say  in  our  area  valuations  were  very 
much  increased. 

9695.  Because  you  see  you  are  now  giving  us  individual  instances  of  high 
valuation  ? — Well,  I  have  given  a  good  many. 

9696.  For  the  year  1901 — -the  rates  levied  by  the  Divisional  Council  are 
estimated  at  £49,855  10s.  7d.  for  the  whole  of  the  Cape  Division,  and  of  that  amount 
£46,016  8s.  Id.  is  levied  on  property  inside  the  Municipalities,  and  £2,839  on 
properties  outside  the  Municipalities,  such  as  farm  properties  ? — That  is  impossible, 
because  Mr.  Myburgh  here  and  myself  pay  alone  £65  between  us. 

9697.  The  whole  of  the  Constantia  district  pay  £415  3s.  4d.  ? — It  is  impossible. 

9698.  Well,  I  have  the  return  here;  you  may  look  at  it? — Yes;  I  see  this  is 
for  1900-1,  but  I  am  speaking  of  the  new  valuation. 
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9699.  l  have  the  new  valuation  here  also.  It  was  supplied  to  me  by  the 
Divisional  Council  in  March,  1902.  I  want  to  look  at  the  broad  result,  aud  the  rate 
given  here  is  f  of  a  penny  for  the  current  year  ?  —Yes,  I  think  it  is  ^  of  a  penny. 

9700.  Well,  the  total  revenue  which  the  Divisional  Council  will  raise  is  £43,658. 
Out  of  that  sum  £40,892  is  raised  from  properties  inside  the  Municipalities,  and  from 
properties  outside,  excluding  a  small  sum  of  £434  from  a  Tillage  Management  Board, 
only  £2,331  is  raised.  Now  do  you  say  that  that  is  too  high  a  proportion  for  the 
outside  properties  to  bear  against  the  properties  inside  the  Municipalities? — Oh  no,  I 
don't  say  that  I  think  the  valuations  are  too  high  inside  the  Municipalities  as  well  as 
outside.  What  we  say  is  that  the  valuation  is  too  high  for  our  purposes  outside  the 
Municipality".  But  I  will  admit  at  once  that  I  have  always  considered  that  the 
Municipalities  have  borne  an  unfair  proportion. 

9701.  You  admit  that  ?  Well,  then  how  do  you  suggest  that  we  should  calculate 
the  proportion  from  rates  at  what  it  ought  to  be  ?  What  method  would  you  suggest 
for  a  better  equalisation  of  the  burden  ? — I  may  say  that  I  have  not  considered  that 
matter. 

9702.  Well,  there  is  one  plan  being  suggested  which  I  will  recite  to  you  and  then 
you  could  tell  us  whether  you  approve  of  it  or  not.  I  of  course  assume  now  that  the 
Divisional  Council  is  to  remain  ? — Yes. 

9703.  This  plan  is  that  the  Divisional  Council  should,  say,  at  the  beginning  of 
every  year  make  up  an  estimate  of  the  amount  which  will  be  required  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  roads  outside  the  Municipal  areas.  We  will  suppose,  for  example, 
that  the  Council  require  for  this  purpose  an  amount  of  £15,000— (as  a  matter  of  fact, 
during  the  year  treated  in  this  return  the  Council  spent  £13,000  on  the  outside  roads, 
of  which  something  more  than  £10,000  was  contributed  from  properties  inside  the 
Municipalities,  and  an  amount  under  £3,000  on  properties  outside  Municipalities).  It  is 
suggested  that  under  no  circumstances  should  the  gross  amount  levied  from  the 
Municipalities  exceed  a  certain  fraction  of  the  amount  required  by  the  Divisional 
Council,  say  one  half,  one  third  or  two  thirds,  or  whatever  fraction  might  be  decided 
upon.  Let  us  say  one  half,  viz  : — £7,500,  as  in  the  case  assumed,  as  the  gross  sum  to 
be  contributed  jointly  by  the  Municipalities  from  their  several  revenues,  it  being  also 
agreed  that  the  Municipalities  shall  maintain  the  main  roads  and  the  divisional  roads 
within  their  own  area  respectively.  But  now,  in  order  to  get  the  other  £7,500  from 
rates  on  the  outside  properties,  we  would  have  to  about  double  their  present  valuation  ? 
— Yes,  and  that  would  be  absolutely  impossible. 

9704.  Well,  I  have  now  given  you  one  method  that  has  been  suggested,  and  you 
find  it  impossible ;  what  do  you  propose  ? — -My  proposition  is  a  different  one  from  that 
altogether.  I  propose  that  they  should  have  a  Central  Board  of  Works,  and  that  they 
should  do  away  with  the  Divisional  Council  inside  the  Municipality.  The  area 
outside  the  Municipality  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  might  be  grouped  into  districts  ox- 
divisions,  as,  for  instance,  Constantia,  Diep  River,  and,  say,  jHout  Bay  making  one 
division.  Maitland  and  other  parts,  including  Cape  Flats,  making  another  division, 
and  Koeberg  making  a  division  by  itself.  And  these  should  be  placed  under  a 
different  Board  of  Works.  Of  course,  in  the  grouping,  consideration  should  be  given 
to  the  contiguity  of  the  different  Municipalities  and  also  to  their  special  requirements. 
Each  of  tbe^e  could  be  placed  either  under  the  control  of  a  Board  or  have  its  own  local 
control.  Take  for  instauee  the  Constantia  district.  That  could  have  its  own  control, 
which  could  be  constituted  as  follows : — The  chairman,  to  be  the  Magistrate  of 
Wynberg,  assisted  by  say  two  members  nominated  by  the  Government  from 
landowners  so  as  to  ensure  the  Government  interest,  and  then  four  members 
to  be  elected  by  those  ratepayers  who  are  entitled  to  vote  for  Divisional 
Council  members  at  present.  Then  of  course  you  would  only  have  one  rate  raised 
for  the  area  and  the  money  would  be  spent  in  its  own  district.  I  don’t  think 
that  Constantia  should  be  rated  for  the  making  of  roads  on  the  Flats  or  at  Maitland  or¬ 
al  Koeberg.  It  seems  so  manifestly  unfair  that  we  should  pay  for  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  roads  there.  1  would  do  away  with  the  Divisional  Council  inside  and 
outside  of  the  Municipal  areas  aud  have  two  Boards  of  Works. 

9705.  How  is  the  money  to  be  got? — I  daresay  a  plan  could  be  fouud,  and  we 
would  spend  half  of  what  is  being  spent  now,  and  our  roads  would  be  in  as  good  order 
as  at  present. 

9706.  I  want  to  get  hold  of  this  point :  you  admit  that  the  Municipalities  have  up 
to  the  present  time  been  too  heavily  taxed  for  the  maintenance  of  outside  roads  ? — Yes, 
I  say  they  have  paid  an  unfair  proportion  of  the  expenditure. 

9707.  I  have  made  one  suggestion  as  to  how  that  difficulty  could  be  got  rid  of, 
but  you  don’t  seem  to  like  that  ? — No. 

9708.  Now  tell  me  how  you  would  relieve  Municipalities  from  the  excessive 
cost  of  maintaining  outside  roads  ? — Why  should  we  making  roads  for  other  olaces  ? 
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I  think  the  Government  might  safely  contribute  towards  places  that  have  still  to  be 
developed  and  where  roads  have  to  be  constructed  and  maintained. 

9709.  You  would  put  it  as  a  general  principle  that  instead  of  raising  the  valuation 
of  the  outside  properties  to  make  up  the  difference,  you  would  ask  for  an  increased 
contribution  from  the  Government  F — Something  of  that  sort.  I  want  to  tell  you  at 
once  that  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  the  idea  of  continuing  these  Divisional  Councils.  I 
have  seen  too  much  of  the  way  in  which  the  work  of  that  body  has  been  conducted, 
and  therefore  I  am  opposed  to  it  as  at  present  constituted. 

9710.  We  may  admit  that  it  is  not  perfect,  and  we  hope  to  hit  upon  some  plan  to 
improve  it  F — I  am  opposed  to  that,  as  they  have  no  sufficient  white  supervision  over 
their  coloured  labourers.  I  have  often  seen  the  men  lolling  about  and  discussing  things 
in  the  streets  with  people  who  pass  by,  instead  of  doing  their  work. 

9711.  Well  then,  you  propose  to  put  in  its  place,  as  you  have  told  us,  this  other 
Council,  and  your  suggestion  is  that,  instead  of  levelling  up  the  valuation  of  outside 
properties  to  an  extent  that  will  bring  their  assessment  to  a  fair  level  as  compared  with 
the  Municipal  properties,  the  Government  should  be  asked  to  make  the  necessary 
contribution  F — Some  provision  will  have  to  be  made.  Take  my  farm,  which  was  valued 
at  £20,000.  Money  will  bring  in  six  per  cent.,  which  will  amount  to  £1,200  a  year 
on  the  £20,000.  It  will  cost  you  about  £1,200  a  year  to  work  that  farm.  I  may 
say  it  costs  me  more,  but  say  that  it  costs  £1,200  to  £1,500  a  year,  that  would  roughly 
bring  the  expenses  up  to  £2,500.  Well,  I  defy  any  man  to  make  out  of  the  farm 
more  than  £3,000  a  year.  Now  then,  you  would  have  to  pay  £2,500,  and  for  the 
balance  of  £500  you  would  have  to  meet  all  your  other  expenses,  and  that  is  still  on 
the  assumption  that  you  have  a  good  crop.  If  you  had  a  bad  crop  you  would  very 
soon,  under  those  conditions,  make  your  acquaintance  with  the  Master  of  the  Supremo 
Court.  I  say  it  is  a  very  unfair  valuation  to  put  upon  a  farm  for  road-rating  purposes, 
and  there  is  no  question  of  adding  to  that  valuation ;  it  must  be  reduced. 

9712.  In  this  return  that  I  have  here  the  whole  of  the  property  at  Constantia  is 
valued  at  £159,000  F — It  seems  impossible. 

9713.  Look  at  this  return  F — Yes  ;  I  see  Constantia,  £159,000. 

9714.  And  at  the  bottom  of  the  return  you  will  see  the  whole  of  the  valuation 
outside  Municipalities  F — £800,000. 

9715.  Now  then,  there  is  nothing  excessive  there  in  the  gross  valuation  of  farm 
property  in  the  Cape  Division  as  compared  with  similar  valuations  of  farm  property 
in  other  divisions  of  the  Colony  F — I  think  so  decidedly.  I  think  in  the  other 
divisions  you  will  find  that  the  Divisional  Council  is  usually  composed  of  farmers  in 
the  district,  and  they  don’t  allow  these  excessive  valuations.  They  don’t  allow  any 
money  to  be  wasted.  Every  penny  that  is  levied  is  beneficially  spent,  as  they  look  after 
the  money. 

9716.  As  a  general  principle  you  are  prepared  to  maintain  that  die  properties  are 
valued  quite  high  enough  F — Certainly,  generally  too  high. 

9717.  And  you  say  it  would  be  unfair  to  increase  that  valuation  F — It  would  be 
impossible. 

9718.  Now,  is  there  any  other  interest  affecting  the  rural  districts  over  which  this 
Board,  whether  it  is  to  bean  enlarged  Divisional  Council  or  a  Central  Board  of  Works, 
such  as  you  refer  to,  should  be  given  control  F — Well,  I  think  it  is  necessary  that  some 
powers  should  be  given  with  reference  to  general  health  matters,  which  would  enable 
them  to  look  after  the  sauitary  arrangements,  and  to  see  that  things  are  kept  clean. 

9719.  And  that  you  would  have  done  by  an  inspector  F — Yes,  you  could  have 
an  inspector,  but  I  may  tell  you  that  we  have  sometimes  a  Divisional  Council  inspector, 
who  comes  round  to  our  cottages.  I  may  also  point  out  that  the  position  of  a  cottage 
on  a  farm  is  totally  different  from  the  position  of  a  cottage  inside  a  Municipal  area, 
because  fas  a  rule  our  cottages  arc  let  to  our  own  labourers  who  are  usually  decent 
people,  and  we  see  that  these  places  are  kept  clean.  There  is  as  a  rule  a  good  deal  of 
ground  round  about  these  cottages,  and  it  cannot  be  compared  with  places  like 
Arderne’s  Dorp,  New  Town  and  so  on.  Inside  the  Municipality  these  houses  are 
closely  built  up  and  things  are  quite  different.  I  may  say  as  far  as  my  own  farm  is 
concerned  I  have  had  no  complaint. 

9720.  Generally,  this  local  authority  would  require  some  new  powers  F — Yes  ;  they 
would  want  to  keep  people  up  to  the  mark,  but  of  course  the  conditions  on  the  farms  are 
totally  different  from  the  conditions  in  the  Municipalities. 

9721.  That  would  be  for  the  Board  to  take  into  consideration,  and  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  they  will  be  men  of  common  sense,  so  that  they  will  see  that  only  the 
necessary  provisions  are  made  and  insisted  on.  Is  there  any  other  control  that  you 
would  be  prepared  to  give  to  the  Board  F — I  don’t  think  there  is  any  other. 

9722.  Take  this  very  work  that  you  are  so  interested  in  P — Do  you  mean  fruit 
growing  ? 
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9724.  But  you  have  uo  executive  power? — No  ;  but  the  Government  carry  out  our 

resolutions.  ' 

9725.  Well  now,  County  Councils  in  England  have  power  to  deal  with  these 
things  ? — Yes  ;  hut  I  think  that  is  a  little  too  advanced  for  us. 

9726.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  gentlemen  in  the  Cape  Division  are  not  equal  to 
it  ? — Oh  yes,  they  are  progressive,  but  you  must  bear  in  mind  that  you  have 
curious  people  to  deal  with  and  you  cannot  go  too  fast  with  them.  I  speak  from  my 
experience  of  the  different  Boards  on  which  I  serve.  You  cannot  go  to  work  too 
drastically  with  these  people. 

9727.  But  could  not  this  difficulty  be  overcome  if  the  Board  were  elected  by  the 
people? — Well,  even  with  these  different  associations  we  have  always  found  that  you 
cannot  go  too  fast. 

9728.  Is  not  the  fact  that  the  Board  is  elected  by  the  people  the  best  guarantee 
you  can  have  to  prevent  what  you  may  call  over-fastness  in  your  legislation  ? — Yes,  I 
think  so. 

9729.  What  are  we  going  to  do  in  this  country  if  we  cannot  get  the  people  to  take 
an  interest  in  these  matters  ;  should  we  not  gradually  work  them  up  ? — Yes,  but  you 
must  not  go  too  fast. 

9730.  We  are  not  proposing  to  go  too  fast,  and  we  say  that  the  best  means  of 
checking  that  is  to  have  a  Board  ? — That  all  depends  upon  the  constitution  and 
powers  of  the  Board. 

9731.  That  is  just  why  I  am  trying  to  point  out,  that  it  would  be  better  to  have  an 
elective  Board  entirely  ? — No  ;  I  don’t  think  that  would  do  ;  you  must  have  Govern¬ 
ment  nominees  on  the  Board.  You  must  have  a  man  who  is  responsible  either  to  the 
Government  or  to  Parliament.  He  must  be  the  best  man  that  we  could  get,  who  should 
be  well  paid,  and  he  should  be  put  absolutely  above  any  local  influence  or  interference. 
I  am  sure  that  would  be  found  to  be  the  cheapest  in  the  end. 

9732.  Is  not  that  the  way  likely  to  start  a  system  which  would  be  going  too  fast — 
to  have  a  man  who  is  not  responsible  to  the  local  people  ? — He  will  be  controlled  by  the 
local  representatives,  to  a  certain  extent,  and  the  Government  will  see  that  he  is  not  going 
too  fast,  but  I  say  you  must  have  one  head  who  is  independent  and  who  can  keep  the 
thing  going  and  will  take  the  initiative  when  necessary. 

9733.  Do  you  know  anything  about  reports  that  have  been  sent  in  about  insanitary 
buildings  at  Tokai  ? — No. 

9734.  Or  at  Retreat  ? — No  ;  I  have  only  seen  it  mentioned  in  the  papers.  Some 
of  these  places  where  the  Municipality  has  been  extending  are  where  buildings  are 
constantly  going  on,  and  that  is  along  the  railway  line.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
there  should  be  more  control  over  these  areas. 

9735.  Dr.  Gregory .]  You  speak  about  a  chairman  for  the  Board,  but  now  you  are 
speaking  of  two  Boards — one  for  the  Municipalities,  and  one  for  the  rural  areas.  For 
which  Board  do  you  propose  to  have  this  official  Chairman  ? — I  propose  to  have  a 
Chairman  for  each  Board.  My  idea  is  to  have  two  separate  bodies. 

9736.  But,  now,  would  not  that  Board  for  the  areas  outside  the  Municipalities 
be  somewhat  disjointed,  as  they  would  practically  have  no  means  of  communication 
except  through  the  Municipalities? — No,  I  don’t  see  any  objection  on  that  score, 
because  in  the  formation  of  these  districts  due  consideration  should  be  given  to  con¬ 
tiguity  and  other  conditions  of  the  areas  formed  into  districts. 

9737.  But  now,  presuming  that  Kalk  Bay  and  Wynberg  were  extended  so  as  to 
take  in  what  is  called  the  Contantia  area  between  Kalk  Bay  and  Wynberg,  where  all 
these  houses  of  which  you  are  speaking  are  springing  up,  why  could  not  that  Board 
which  controls  that  area  also  control  your  roads  in  the  little  outlying  parts  ? — No  ;  I 
don’t  think  it  v/ould  work.  You  cannot  have  a  Board  inside  the  Municipalities  con¬ 
trolling  roads  and  other  matters  outside,  because  the  Board  inside  the  Municipalities 
would  have  to  levy  rates,  for  purposes  other  than  those  required  outside,  and  I  don’t 
see  how  you  can  keep  the  two  distinct. 

9738.  I  confess  I  see  no  very  great  difficulty  myself,  because  while  what  you  may 
call  the  Municipal  Board  is  attending  to  roads  inside  of  the  Municipal 
area  it  could  attend  to  the  roads  outside  at  the  same  time  ?  —  But 
now  we  come  to  the  question  of  valuation,  and  the  rating  of  the  properties.  There 
you  will  see  that  within  the  Municipalities  it  is  a  totally  different  state  of  things  from 


9723.  Yes ;  and  then  the  question  of  dealing  with  insect  pests,  stock  diseases  and 
so  forth.  Have  you  got  any  authority  with  executive  powers  for  dealing  with  these 
kings? — We  have  the  Horticultural  Board,  which  is  composed  of  representatives  from 
the  different  districts  ;  I  am  a  member  for  our  district.  We  represent  matters  to  the 
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outside  the  Municipalities.  As  I  have  before  said,  as  soon  as  these  parts  become  ^Messrs. ^ 
sufficiently  thickly  popullated  then  the  Municipality  could  be  extended,  and  as  a  matter 
of  fact  J)iep  River  has  already  been  taken  in.  I  don’t  propose  that  you  should  make  the  nyl;  iiylnuyh. 
present  boundaries  of  the  Municipalities  a  hard  and  fast  boundary,  but  that  their  exteu-  2-th  May  ig03 
sion  should  depend  upon  the  requirements  of  the  localities  to  be  taken  in  from  time  to 
time.  You  don’t  require  the  same  amount  of  care  in  sanitary  matters  outside  the 
Municipalities  as  inside. 

9739.  What  is  the  difference  in  your  opinion  between  the  rural  administration 
and  the  urban  administration  ?— Well,  amongst  other  things,  inside  the  Municipalities 
they  levy  a  rate  on  the  valuation  of  the  property  for  all  purposes,  whereas  it  would 
be  mainly  for  roads  outside. 

9740.  Well,  but  you  can  have  differential  rates  or  separate  rates  for  different 
purposes  ? — Do  you  mean  a  separate  rate  for  lighting,  another  for  water  and  another 
for  drainage,  and  so  on  ? 

9741.  That  is  the  principle  on  which  rates  are  levied  in  England  ? — Yes  ;  that 
might  perhaps  be  done,  but  I  would  rather  extend  the  Municipality  where  it  becomes 
necessary  from  time  to  time. 

9742.  You  say  that  farms  should  be  valued  on  their  probable  production  ? — Yes. 

9743.  How  would  you  arrive  at  that  probable  production? — By  fimling  out  the 
number  of  vines  on  the  farm  and  so  on  ;  in  that  way  you  could  very  easily  find  out  wliat 
the  probable  production  will  be.  I  could  easily  tell  you  what  the  probable  production 
of  my  farm  will  be.  You  have  of  course  to  take  into  account  the  extent  of 
the  farm.  When  I  came  to  object  to  the  valuation  of  my  farm  I  cross-examined 
the  valuator  and  asked  him  what  the  extent  of  my  farm  was.  He  replied  he  did  not  know. 

I  then  asked  him  how  many  vines  I  had  on  the  farm.  He  replied  that  he  did  not 
know.  I  further  asked  him  whether  it  was  a  quitrent  farm  or  a  freehold  one,  but  he 
still  said  he  did  not  know.  I  then  said  to  him,  “  How  can  you  make  up  the  value  of 
a  farm  if  you  don’t  know  these  things?”  and  his  reply  to  me  was,  “  How  could  you 
expect  me  to  go  into  these  details  seeing  what  pay  I  get  for  the  work  ?”  That  shews 
exactly  what  is  taking  place,  and  the  public  should  be  protected  against  such  a  state  of 
affairs.  I  say  that  by  taking  the  extent  of  the  farm  which  is  under  cultivation,  you 
could  very  easily  find  out  the  probable  production.  You  know  exactly  what  return  to 
expect  from  1,000  vine  sticks.  On  some  of  our  farms  a  good  deal  of  market  gardening 
is  done,  and  this  does  not  seem  to  be  taken  into  account  bjr  the  valuators,  and  yet 
these  people  make  great  use  of  a  road.  That  is  why  I  say  it  would  be  fairer  to  make 
the  men  pay  who  are  using  the  road,  and  by  placing  the  valuation  on  the  probable 
production  of  the  farm,  you  get  at  those  people.  At  present  there  are  no  tolls,  and 
they  simply  pay  nothing  in  the  way  of  rates.  You  have  fish  carts,  wood  carts,  and 
market  gardeners  and  so  on. 

9744.  But  I  don’t  see  how  you  would  touch  these  people  by  your  valuation  on  the 
probable  production  of  the  farm? — Yes,  you  would. 

9745.  But  fish  does  not  affect  a  farm,  and  you  say  the  fish  carts  cut  up  the  roads  ? 

Well  no,  fish  does  not  affect  the  farm,  but  the  fish  carts  cut  up  the  roads  for  which  the 
farms  are  taxed. 

9746.  Well,  but  the  people  who  use  the  road  are  the  brick-makers  and  the  fish 
carts  ? — You  should  tax  the  brick-makers,  because  a  man  who  has  a  brick  factory  on 
his  farm  would  produce  so  much,  and  his  carts  would  be  cutting  up  the  road  in 
taking  the  bricks  away.  Under  present  conditions  the  valuator  comes  to  a  man’s  farm 
who  has  a  brickfield  on  it,  and  he  values  the  land  for  a  few  pounds,  not  taking  into 
account  the  value  of  the  production  of  the  place. 

9747.  Then  virtually  you  base  your  valuation,  not  on  the  value  of  the  farm,  but 
ou  the  value  of  the  labour  that  is  put  into  that  farm?  —  The  production  of  it,  afid  I 
think  that  would  be  a  fair  basis.  Besides,  you  must  remember  that  it  is  only  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  and  maintaining  the  roads,  and  nothing  else. 

9748.  But  you  want  to  give  the  Divisional  Council  powers  in  connection  with 
health  matters  ? — Well,  1  don’t  think  the  expenditure  iu  that  direction  will  be  large 
in  the  outside  districts. 

9749.  It  is  quite  possible  that  it  would  come  to  as  much  as  the  present  road 
rate  ? — I  don’t  think  so,  unless  the  money  is  uunecessarily  spent. 

9750.  You  say  that  you  want  one  basis  of  valuation  right  through? — Yes. 

9751.  Is  it  possible  to  apply  that  to  every  kind  of  property  ?— Yes,  I  think  so,  in 
the  case  of  outside  property. 

9752.  Should  not  a  good  valuator  take  all  the  facts  into  consideration  ? — I  should 
i\ot  leave  too  much  to  the  discretion  of  the  valuator. 

9753.  Is  not  that,  after  all,  the  fundamental  principle  of  valuation? — No;  you 
must  have  a  basis  to  work  on.  For  instance,  when  the  man  came  to  value  my  farm,  he 
merely  stood  on  the  hill  looking  at  it,  and  then  placed  a  value  upon  it. 
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9754.  It  lias  been  suggested  that  the  difficulties  and  discrepancies  in  valuations 
would  be  got  over  if  there  were  a  Government  Valuation  Court  appointed  by  the 
Government  and  consisting  of  Government  officials  and  leading  commercial  men,  suoh 
as  bank  managers  and  secretaries  to  Orphan  Chambers,  who  will  have  to  review  and 
adjudicate  upon  the  valuations  as  they  are  brought  up  by  the  valuators  ? — I  should 
think  it  would  be  very  unfair  to  put  a  bank  manager  and  a  man  at  the  head  of  a 
money  lending  institution  on  such  a  board. 

9755.  You  would  not  be  in  favour  of  such  a  Court? — I  don’t  think  it  would  work. 
It  would  not  be  fair  to  the  people. 

9756.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  The  Divisional  Council  accounts  which  we  have  before  us 
for  the  last  five  years  shew  their  expenditure  within  that  period  at  about  £180,000, 
and  out  of  that  amount  only  £1,415  has  been  spent  in  connection  with  the  Public 
Health  Act,  and  that  would  bear  out  your  contention  that  for  all  practical  purposes  the 
Divisional  Council  work  outside  Municipalities  is  road  work  and  nothing  more  ? — Yes, 
generally  speaking-,  of  course. 

9757.  You  have  been  criticising  the  way  in  which  valuations  have  been  made,  but 
you  are  aware  that  the  present  Act  lays  down  that  the  valuator  “  shall  conscientiously 
value  the  property  at  and  for  the  full  and  fair  price  or  sum  which  such  property  would 
in  his  judgment  be  likely  to  realise  if  brought  at  the  time  of  valuation  to  voluntary 
sale  and  sold  upon  the  usual  terms  and  conditions  ”? — I  know  that  is  the  law,  but  it  is 
not  consistently  applied. 

9758.  But  the  objections  that  you  are  raising  are  objections  to  the  terms  of  the 
Act,  and  not  so  much  the  style  of  the  valuation  ? — I  think,  both. 

9759.  But  the  properties  that  you  name  would  probably  not  sell  for  less  than  they 
are  valued  at  in  terms  of  the  Act,  so  that  in  that  respect  the  valuator  has  not  gone 
astray  ? — Not  in  terms  of  the  Act,  but  I  maintain  that  they  should  not  value  in  that 


way. 

9760.  The  fault  is  in  the  Act? — Yes  ;  but  the  valuators  don’t  always  follow  the 
same  principle. 

9761.  In  terms  of  the  Act  the  valuation  of  some  of  the  properties  would  be  too 
small  ? — Yes. 

9762.  Well  now,  if  they  were  to  value  on  the  same  basis,  whether  for  road 
making  or  for  any  other  purposes,  it  would  not  make  any  ultimate  difference  to  the 
proprietors,  because  the  higher  the  valuation  the  smaller  would  be  the  rate? — No,  it 
would  practically  not  make  much  difference,  but  outside  the  Municipalities  you  have 
only  the  one  purpose,  whereas  inside  the  Municipality  it  is  for  many  purposes.  It  would 
be  all  right  as  long  as  they  stick  to  a  rate  for  road  purposes,  but  if  there  were  other 
taxes  the  Government  would  take  the  Divisional  Council  valuation  for  further  taxation 
and  that  is  where  the  difference  might  come  in. 

9763.  I  was  coming  to  that.  You  are  aware  as  a  barrister  that  the  question  of  the 
valuation  of  property  is  constantly  cropping  up  in  connection  with  transfers,  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  succession  duties,  and  in  a  multitude  of  other  ways  ? — Yes. 

9764.  So  that  if  a  Government  Valuator  were  appointed  his  valuation  would  be 
available  for  all  those  purposes,  and  not  only  for  rates  ? — Yes. 

9765.  And  ultimately  would  save  the  community  a  good  deal  of  money  that  has 
to  be  spent  on  special  valuations  now  ? — Oh  yes  ;  and  it  would  save  them  a  good  deal 
of  time  and  annoyance.  If  the  people  knew  that  there  was  an  independent  valuator 
they  would  accept  his  valuation,  because  they  would  look  upon  it  as  being  a  fair  one 
of  their  property  seeing  that  an  independent  man  had  done  the  work. 

9766.  So  that  you  would  want  to  see  a  Government  Valuator  appointed  with 
distinct  provisions  in  regard  to  the  lines  he  is  to  follow  ? — Yes  ;  the  basis  for  properties 
inside  and  outside  of  Municipalities  should  be  defined  in  the  Act. 

9767.  And  that  then  these  valuations  should  be  available  for  all  purposes  and  be 
accepted  by  the  Master  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  so  forth  ? — Yes. 

9768.  Now  it  is  possible,  as  you  pointed  out,  that  the  amount  to  be  derived  from 
the  farms  outside  Municipalities  would  not  suffice  for  the  road -making  in  those  dis¬ 
tricts.  Would  not  a  wheel  tax  meet  that  difficulty  ? — It  would  be  a  splendid  thing. 

9769.  Would  not  that  perhaps  be  preferable  to  a  rate? — Yes;  one  of  my  ideas  is 
this  :  Supposing  that,  instead  of  having  a  Board  for  the  outside  areas,  you  take  an 
area  like  Constantia,  together  with  Hout  Bay,  and  have  it  under  local  control ;  and 
you  had  a  wheel  tax  which  you  would  get  from  the  people  who  are  using  the  roads,  I 
am  quite  certain  that  out  of  that  tax,  together  with  perhaps  a  small  tax  on  horses,  you 
would  be  able  to  keep  the  roads  in  order.  But  of  course  there  are  objections  to  that 
idea,  which  I  admit,  because  the  idea  is  not  to  decentralise  in  that  way.  If,  however, 
you  had  an  area  like  that,  as  I  said  before,  with  the  Magistrate  of  Wynberg  as  the 
Chairman,  and  two  men  appointed  by  the  Government  from  the  landowners  in  the 
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district,  together  with  four  men  elected  by  the  people,  I  think  the  thing  would  work 
admirably  in  certain  district.  In  the  0  F:  ts,  •  i  ,  it  ■■ 

perhaps  as  in  our  own  area. 

9770.  But  do  you  say  that  there  are  objections  to  the  wheel  t  \  ? —  No  ; 

no  objections  to  the  wheel  tax. 

9771.  The  wheel  tax  would  be  the  means  of  reducing  the  ra‘es? — Fes;  bee  use  it 
will  reach  the  people  who  are  paying  nothing  towards  tire  roads  and  are  using  them  tho 
most. 

9772.  It  wrould  be  preferable  to  licences  to  be  issued  to  carriers,  and  so  forth,  which 

has  been  suggested  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works,  as  that  would  be  porhaps 
too  troublesome  a  tax? — Yes;  I  should  say  a  small  tax  on  horses  rather  if  the  wh«e] 
tax  is  not  sufficient.  In  that  way  we  would  arrive  at  a  fair  amount  of  the  tax,  for  each 
person  to  pay,  but  at  present  it  is  not  fair,  as  I  am  paying  an  undo  p  -  n  a 

compared  with  others  who  have  a  lot  of  cottages  and  market  gardens,  an  u- 
roads  much  more  than  I  do. 

9773.  Dr.  Gregor y  ]  But  how  would  you  work  the  wheel  t  iX  ?  —By  ic  ‘ace: —  i 
the  same  way  as  the  dog  tax.  These  could  be  renewed  say  ©yerv  six  mouths  <>r  s  > 

9774.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  And  each  vehicle  could  have  a  token  fastened  to  it  ? — Yes. 

9775.  Dr.  Gregory .]  What  power  will  collect  this  ? — The  local  authority  that  we 
are  speaking  of. 

[From  this  stage  Mr.  Myburgh  answered  the  quesMons.] 

9776.  Mr.  Gurney.~\  Perhaps,  Mr.  Mvburgh,  it  would  Be  ai  well  f  -v  ■  h  iv  y  > 
view  of  this  question.  Do  you  think  the  wheel  tax  should  >e  a  >  >  i  1  >  [  >  it  day  ? 
Yes ;  I  think  it  is  a  very  fair  tax. 

9777.  Fairer  than  a  rate  ? — Yes;  because  then  you  get  at  the  right  mm  who 
cuts  up  the  roads.  At  present  these  people  are  using  carts  and  horses  over  the  roads 
and  they  pay  nothing  towards  the  maintenance. 

9778.  You  are  not  meaning  the  people  who  visit  Hout  Bay? — No  ;  I  am  talking 
of  fish  carts  and  so  on.  I  am  greatly  in  favour  of  a  wheel  tax,  and  I  think  it  c  m 
be  very  easily  arranged  to  get  it  in. 

9779.  Chairman .]  Does  that  mean  that  you  will  tax  the  vehicle  in  accordance 
with  the  number  of  wheels  ? — Yes. 

9780.  And  when  a  licence  is  paid  for  in  Cape  Town  say,  would  that  cover  the 
whole  district  and  would  that  vehicle  have  the  right  to  go  out  of  the  district  say  into 
the  Malmesbury  district,  and  would  the  Malmesbury  people  hav>-  the  right,  when  they 
have  paid  their  wheel  tax  there,  to  come  into  the  Gape  Division  ? — Oh  yes. 

9781.  Dr.  Gregory.  ]  By  payment  of  awheel  tax  you  would  get  hoi  i  of  the 
people  who  are  using  the  roads? — Yes;  the  Municipalities  compliin  that  they  are 
taxed  too  high  and  on  the  other  hand  the  farmers  are  complaining  that  they  are 
taxed  too  high  ;  and  by  a  wheel  tax  the  people  who  really  cut  up  the  roads  will  pay. 

9782.  Chairman.^  You  are  aware  that  in  many  of  the  Municipalities  there  is  a 
vehicle  tax  ? — That  I  did  not  know.  It  is  not  so  in  Wynberg-  At  any  rate  if  we 
have  a  wheel  tax  it  will  be  taxing  the  right  people. 

9783.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Would  you  count  a  traction  engine  as  having  only  four 
wheels  ?  —  {Mr.  Clode.)  I  would  count  each  one  as  having  twenty  wheels. 

[From  this  stage  Mr.  Cloete  again  answered  the  questions.] 

9784.  Mr.  Gurney.  ]  Now,  Mr  Cloete,  you  spoke  of  the  question  of  Government- 
taking  over  main  roads  ;  are  you  referring  only  to  the  Cape  Division  or  to  the  whole 
Colony  ? — To  the  whole  Colony. 

9785.  That  is  a  very  big  question  that  is  not  likely  to  be  settled  in  the  immediate 
future  ? — Yes;  and  that  is  why  I  made  the  alternative  suggestion,  but  I  think  it  is  a 
very  fair  argument,  because  if  3'ou  take  a  road  like  the  one  leading  from  Cape  Town  to 
Simonstown  :  it  leads  to  a  port  and  is  not  only  intended  for  the  local  people,  but  in  a 
sense  the  whole  country  benefits  by  that  road,  so  that  it  is  a  fair  suggestion  that  such  a 
road  should  be  under  Government  control. 

9786.  Would  you  be  prepared  to  urge  that  the  general  taxpayers  should  contri¬ 

bute  to  certain  roads  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  whether  or  not  the  Government  takes  over 
the  main  roads  of  the  Colony  generally  ? — I  think  this  road  to  Simonstown  would 
oome  into  that  class,  and - 

9787.  Would  you  go  so  far  as  to  urge  that  that  ought  to  be  contributed  to  by 
Government  even  if  no  other  main  roads  in  the  Colony  are  to  be  contributed  to  5 — 
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BmnT'riottt  there  is  something  to  be  said  for  it,  but  perhaps  it  would  be  going  rather  far,  and 

*nd  it  might  be  unfair  to  the  other  taxpayers  of  the  Colony,  although  they  derive  a  certain 
MybMrph.  benefit  from  it  because  of  tire  protection  given  to  all  by  the  Naval  Station  at  Sirnons- 
27th  Mar,  1902.  town. 

9788.  You  were  speaking  about  the  way  in  which  the  Divisional  Council  at  present 
does  its  work,  but  T  take  it  you  were  speaking  more  of  the  cost  of  that  work  than 
actually  of  the  way  in  which  the  work  was  ultimately  performed.  You  were  not 
criticising  the  class  of  roads  ? — No  ;  they  are  fairly  well  kept. 

9789.  These  roads  are  made  from  macadam  which  they  get  from  Fish  Hoek? — 
No  ;  they  get  it  from  our  own  area ;  from  Mr.  Gilmore’s  farm. 

9790.  In  your  own  district  ? — Oh  yes ;  we  have  any  quantity  of  macadam  there. 

9791.  We  had  evidence  yesterday  supporting  the  Divisional  Council  owing  to 
to  the  fact  that  it  had  the  macadam  at  Fish  Hoek,  and  on  the  ground  that  they  had 
material  available  there  which  no  one  else  would  be  able  to  obtain  ;  but  you  say  that 
would  not  apply  to  Constantia  district? — No  ;  we  have  the  material  in  our  own  area. 
They  have  been  using  thousands  of  loads  out  of  the  quarries  there. 

9792.  And  do  they  have  to  pay  for  that?-  No;  they  take  it  under  Sir  John 
Cradock’s  Proclamation,  I  believe. 

9798.  So  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  any  board  or  authority  would  have  to  be  given 
similar  powers,  otherwise  it  would  be  at  a  disadvantage  ? — Yes. 

9794.  With  regard  to  the  cottages  on  the  farms,  some,  like  your  own,  will  no 
doubt  be  looked  after,  but  you  will  admit  that  there  are  many  which  are  far  from  being 
in  a  sanitary  condition,  and  that  at  the  present  time  the  Divisional  Council 
apparently  does  not  possess  the  necessary  power  to  deal  with  them  ? — They 
do  deal  with  them  in  a  way.  A  man  comes  around  perhaps  once  a 
week  or  once  a  fortnight  when  there  is  a  scare  of  some  kind  on.  He  just  looks  around 
and  says,  “  All  right,”  and  off  he  goes  again.  I  have  seen  that  myself.  {Mr. 
Mi/burgh.)  Would  it  not  be  better  if  the  police  had  a  little  more  power  in  that  way  ? 

9795.  I  was  coming  to  that,  and  I  was  going  to  ask  whether  it  would  not  be 
better  to  take  these  health  matters  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Board  and  give  them  into 
the  hands  of  the  Government  ?  Whether  it  would  not  be  preferable  that  the  Medioal 
Officer  of  Health  should  look  after  it  even  if  you  had  to  pay  a  contribution  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  for  it? — I  should  think  so,  because  you  will  then  have  some  controlling 
influence  to  look  after  the  thing.  At  present  we  are  paying  a  lot  of  money  and 
nothing  is  done. 

9796.  It  is  sufficient  for  one  like  yourself  to  say  that  the  cottages  on  your  pro¬ 
perties  are  what  they  should  be  ? — I  don’t  say  that. 

9797.  When  small-pox  broke  out  in  the  Constantia  district  were  not  the  cottages 
found  to  be  in  very  bad  order  at  Klassenbosch  ?  — I  don’t  know. 

9798.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  Horticultural  Board  works  most  satisfactorily,  really 
because  it  has  the  Government  behind  it,  and  the  Government  carries  out  its  recom¬ 
mendations  ? — Yes. 

9799.  And  therein  really  lies  its  strength  ? — Yes  ;  we  advise  the  Government  and 
pass  resolutions. 

9800.  So  that  really  something  on  the  same  lines  as  regards  sanitary  matters 
within  the  Constantia  district  would  do  admirably  ? — Yes. 

9801.  Dr.  Anc/rrson.']  What  would  happen  if  an  infectious  disease  broke  out  in  a 
district  like  Constantia-? — When  the  plague  broke  out  the  Divisional  Council  appointed 
an  inspector  who  came  round,  and  if  anything  was  found  in  the  way  of  an  outbreak  it 
was  notified  to  the  District  Surgeon  of  Wynberg,  who  would  then  take  the  matter  in 

.hand.  After  that  it  really  rested  with  the  Police  authorities  at  Wynberg.  As  soon  as 
an  infectious  disease  was  discovered,  the  Field-cornet  would  immediately  communicate 
with  the  District  Surgeon  at  Wynberg,  who  would  then  take  the  matter  up  and  com¬ 
municate  with  the  authorities  in  Cape  Town  if  necessary. 

9802.  Supposing  there  was  a  case  of  diphtheria ;  would  that  be  communicated  to 
the  District  Surgeon  ? — In  the  case  of  a  white  person,  the  people  would  of  course  send 
for  the  doctor,  and  that  doctor  would  communicate  with  the  District  Surgeon,  but  in 
the  case  of  coloured  persons,  I  can  quite  see  that  that  would  not  be  done  at  once. 

9803.  Don’t  you  think  the  District  Council  should  be  given  powerp  which  would 
enable  them  to  appoint  qualified  officers  in  a  case  like  that  ? — To  some  extent,  but  it 
would  not  bo  necessary  to  a  very  great  extent. 

9804.  Because  an  inspector  goes  round  ? — Yes. 

9805.  With  regard  to  the  wheel  tax,  don’t  you  think  that  a  tax  on  a  two¬ 
wheeled  carriage  with  a  different  tax  on  a  four-wheeled  carriage,  the  money  paid  being 
devoted  towards  the  main  roads  would  be  desirable  ? — Oh  yes,  1  think  that  would  work. 

9806.  Is  there  any  difficulty  about  collecting  it  ? — No,  it  could  be  collected  in  the 
same  way  as  the  dog  tax. 
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9807.  I  mean,  should  the  tax  be  collected  by  the  Government  rather  than  the 
local  authority  ? — I  would  rather  entrust  the  collection  to  the  local  authority  because 
they  would  know  the  people,  and  they  would  know  the  number  of  carts,  and  so  on,  that 
a  man  had.  The  police  of  the  district  generally  know  everybody,  and  that  is  essential 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind. 

9808.  Chairman .]  You  don’t  happen  to  know  the  date  of  the  last  valuation  of 
which  you  have  been  speaking  ?  The  last  valuation  I  have  here  was  sent  on  the  17th 
March,  1902,  by  the  Divisional  Council,  and  the  whole  of  the  Constantia  property  is 
therein  valued  at  £159,425  ?— The  last  valuation  was  made  somewhere  between  June 
and  November  of  last  year,  I  think. 

9809.  The  valuation  as  far  as  Constantia  is  concerned  is  £57,000  in  excess  of  the 
previous  valuation  for  1901,  which  was  £102,807,  and  a  Id.  rate  brought  in  £428. 
This  year  the  valuation  is  £159,425,  and  a  rate  of  fths  of  a  penny  brings  in  £415, 
which  is  practically  the  same  ? — But  the  proportion  is  about  one-third  more,  and  we 
have  had  an  outbreak  of  phylloxera  which  has  caused  a  large  number  of  vines  to  be 
taken  out  within  our  area,  which  should  reduce  the  valuations,  instead  of  increasing 
them  by  £57,000. 

9810.  The  whole  property  in  the  Division  is  valued  at  £16,704,723  ;  towards 
which  the  outside  properties  contribute  about  £895,000  ? — Yes. 

9811.  And  that  gives  a  result  here  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  is  found  in  some 
other  countries,  as  the  United  States  of  America,  for  instance,  where  there  is  the  law 
known  as  “The  11  igbie- Armstrong  Law,”  which  provides  that  the  State  may  pay  half 
of  the  cost ;  that  is  to  say  50  per  cent.,  the  county  paying  35  per  cent., 
and  the  towns  15  per  cent.  ? — I  have  travelled  a  good  deal  in  the  United 
States  and  my  experience  is  that  you  are  almost  always  in  towns  and  cities,  as 
they  are  so  close  together.  The  interests  are  so  different,  as  well  as  the  conditions. 

9812.  I  was  looking  at  it  on  the  general  principle  that  the  towns  ought  to  bear  a 
certain  share,  and  you  admit  that  the  towns  here  bear  too  large  a  share  ? — Yes. 

9813.  Because  they  pay  £41,000  as  against  the  other  areas  paying  £2,000  ? — I 
am  going  according  to  the  figures  which  are  given,  and  I  say  according  to  those  figures 
they  are  paying  an  unfair  proportion. 

9814.  The  exact  figures  for  1901  were  as  follows  : — On  the  roads  outside  the 
Municipalities  the  Divisional  Council  spent  £13,415,  whereas  the  total  contribution  in 
rates  from  the  properties  outside  the  Municipalities  during  the  year  was  £2,839,  just 
one-fourth  of  the  total  amount,  three-quarters  being  borne  by  the  Municipalities  ? — 
But  then  you  must  not  forget  that  the  Municipalities  use  the  l'oads  a  great  deal  more 
than  the  people  outside  the  Municipal  areas. 

9815.  But  in  addition  they  have  to  pay  their  town  rates  as  well  as  rates  for 
the  main  roads  within  the  Municipalities  ? — Maiu  roads  are  of  comparatively  small  extent, 
whereas  we  have  an  enormous  extent  of  road  to  look  after  outside  the  Municipalities. 
And  then  the  people  inside  the  Municipalities  have  all  the  other  benefits.  Our  position  on 
the  farm  is  quite  different  from  that  of  people  in  the  Municipalities  which  are  thiokly 
populated,  and  therefore  you  could  not  expect  to  tax  us  to  the  same  extent. 

9816.  No  ;  that  would  be  wrong  entirely,  but  the  question  was  to  get  something 
like  a  fair  distribution,  and  you  admit  yourself  that  at  present  the  apportionment  seems 
to  be  excessive  ? — Yes. 

9817.  The  only  suggestion,  then,  is  that  the  Government  should  contribute?— 
Yes  ;  if  the  Divisional  Councils  are  to  be  retained.  I  am  very  much  in  love  with  the 
idea  of  having  these  local  area  authorities  and  a  wheel  tax  as  a  means  of  raising  the 
revenue,  but  if  that  is  not  found  practicable,  then  of  course  the  other  proposal  of  a  Board 
of  Works  will  be  the  best  thing. 

9818.  With  reference  to  that  wheel  tax,  is  it  your  idea  that  if  a  man  pays  it  in 
any  one  division  he  should  have  a  free  run  of  the  Colony  ? — Yes ;  after  a  man  has 
paid  it  once  he  ought  to  be  able  to  go  wherever  he  likes. 

9819.  Well ;  take  the  Cape  Divisiou,  is  there  not  a  possibility  that  you  might 
have  15,000  or  20,000  wheels  paying  taxes,  and  supposing,  for  example,  they  were  all 
to  go  into  the  Malmesbury  district,  you  would  not  have  anything  near  that  number 
coming  the  other  way,  and  that  would  be  a  little  unfair,  would  it  not? — Yes;  but  I 
don’t  think  it  is  likely  to  happen. 

9820.  It  is  only  by  taking  extreme  cases  that  you  can  see  how  these  things 
will  work  out.  A  similar  difficulty  was  felt  with  the  toils  uutii  the  unequal  incidence 
led  to  their  abolition  ? — Yes. 

9821.  Mr.  Gurney. You  mention  the  question  of  the  water  upon  the  farms  out¬ 
side  the  Municipality ;  can  you  tell  us  at  all  what  the  class  of  water  is  that  is  being 
obtained  in  the  Constantia  district,  and  do  you  think  that  impure  water  is  being  drunk 
by  many  of  the  people  ? — Well,  I  may  say  that  most  of  these  farms  have  their  springs, 
and  of  course,  as  farmers,  they  would  be  careful  not  to  drink  impure  water.  We 
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take  very  o-ood  cere  that  the  water  is  not  polluted.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in 
'■  you.  hrrm  a  big  r’ver  passing  through  it,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  wat  r  would  be  polluted,  and  that  along  that  river  people  will  drink  impure 
water.  That  may  '  ■  the  case  in  Ooustantia,  hut  still  people  don’t  seem  to  get  sick 
from  i".  Take  the  stream  of  water  there  and  you  will  find  that  most  of  the  market 
ganieus  are  carried  ou  along  its  banks,  aud  the  people  deposit  a  lot  of  manure  for 
;y-d,  r  mrrposes.  This  would  without  doubt  get  into  the  water  and  pollute  it. 

'.'  -■J.  And  yet  that  water  is  being  drunk  ? — Yes  ;  but  it  does  not  seem  to  be  doing 
an \  harm,  Of  oourse  I  take  great  care  not  to  drink  it  myself. 

9  '23.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  impure  water  being  drunk  ? — Yes. 

9824.  Does  that  apply  to  Hout  Bay,  Mr.  Myburgh  ? — Xo ;  we  have  had  no  fever 
thiu’e,  and  the  water  is  perfectly  pure.  (Mr.  Cloete.)  You  must  understand  that  all 
the  cultivation  is  done  alongside  tlie  streams,  and  that  of  course  will  pollute  the  water. 

9S2o.  Chairman.']  Do  you  know  the  tract  of  country  near  Wynberg  called  Zeekoe 
Ylei  and  Princess  Vlei  ? — Yes. 

9826.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  land  round  about  there  in  the  winter  time  ? — 
l>  often  flooded,  and  is  practically  the  drainage  irom  our  area. 

h  >  wh  le  country  more  or  loss  in  a  swampy  condition  there? — -Well,  it 
i  1  a  swemn;  condition,  but  there  are  pools  of  water  standing 

y-.'n  ku  Z;-ekoe  Vlei? — Yes. 

.  .  D  you  know  the  piece  of  ground  near  that  which  has  been  bought  by  the 
!i  uiocipality  of  Wynberg  for  a  sewage  farm? — No. 

9830.  But  you  say  that  the  whole  country  there  in  the  winter  time  is  very  wet  ? — 

Yes. 

1.  T)> .  -rgary.]  You  stated  that  in  your  opinion  health  matters  outside  the 

1;  m  i  i  s  should  be  carried  out  by  the  Government ;  don’t  you  think  that  would 
i e  r  n  .gressive  step? — I  don’t  mean  exactly  the  Government,  but  I  mean  by 
-  m  con.-tir.uted  authority,  whether  it  be  by  the  Government  or  whether  it  be  by  a 
unity  under  the  supervision  of  the  Government.  It  should  be  under  Govern¬ 
or  1  in  any  case. 

it  -  ,  under  Government  control,  but  should  it  not  be  the  same  local 
unis  to  ’he  other  matters  in  the  district? — Yes;  when  you  have  a 

io  a;  authority.  _  •../.•  m.  ■ 

uthority,  I  mean  a  Board  of  Works  such  as  you  would  wish  to 

:  Ti Aw  :  ?— ■ •  Yes. 

A  1  mat  er  of  fact  you  believe  in  the  representation  of  the  people  by  those 
.- u i  ■  j  ct  t  »  the  control  and  guidance  of  the  Government  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  William  May  examined. 

S3b.  Chairman.]  You  are  at  present  a  resident  in  Gape  Town,  and  you  are 
ag- r  for  he  Liverpool,  London,  and  Globe  Insurance  Company? — Yes. 

9836.  Y  u  were  formerly  editor  of  a  newspaper  in  King  William’s  Town  ? — Yes, 
for  ab  u  J  0  years. 

9837.  And  you  were  also  a  member  of  the  King  William’s  Town  Borough 
Co  ncil  ?  —Yes  ;  for  about  3  years. 

9838.  You  were  also  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  a  member  of  the 
Tow  Conn  il  of  Cape  Town  ? — Yes. 

;)839.  You  have  generally  taken  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  Municipal  matters  and 
Lo  d  ( 'overnment  ? — Yes. 

9840.  What  iu  your  idea  should  Local  Government  aim  at? — Well,  I  think  Local 
Go  eminent  ought  to  be  first  of  all  efficient,  and  then  it  ought  to  be  economical,  and  in 
connection  with  the  special  matters  that  you  have  in  hand  with  regard  to  the  Munici- 
pa  ides  in  this  Peni  isula  you  have  the  fact  that  the  criticisms  on  all  sides  show  that 
tli- y  a  h  :■<  it  her  efficient  nor  economical,  and  that  some  radical  change  is  required. 

9  -4  .  Now,  g-ne rally  speaking,  if  you  have  a  considerable  number  of  habitation* 
. >,  a  locality,  or  a  considerable  number  of  properties,  which  are  not  separated  by  some 
well-marked  lines,  and- if  there  exist  no  permanent  boundaries  by  which  they  can  be 
distinctly  indicated,  would  you  have  them  under  one  local  control,  or  would  you  have 
them  under  several  ? — As  far  as  I  can  see,  under  one  control,  because  that  would  tend 
to  efficiency  and  economy. 

9842.  And  would  you  look  upon  the  whole  area  in  the  Cape  Peninsula,  say  from 
Sea  Point  to  Wynberg,  as  really  one  area  ? — All  one  area,  because  it  is  one  interest. 

9843.  The  population  is  a  very  homogeneous  one  ? — Yes. 

9^44.  And  this  area  is  largely  inhabited  by  people  who  have  their  place  of 
business  in  one  part  and  their  place  of  residence  in  another  part? — Yes. 
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9845.  And  you  cannot  say  that  there  is  a  distinct  people  in  Cape  Town  and  Mr. 

another  distinct  people  in  Wynbetg  ? — No;  because  the  same  people  that  you  meet  in  %lb.am  Hay 

Adderley  Street  during  the  day  you  meet  in  the  suburbs  in  the  afternoon  and  in  the  27th  May,  19G 
evening. 

9846.  And  you  would  say  that  unless  there  are  very  strong  reasons  in  the  opposite 
direction  they  should  be  all  under  one  local  government  control  ? — Yes. 

9847.  Do  you  think  that  the  Local  Government  bodies  here  are  efficient  and 
economical  ? — No,  I  don’t  think  they  are  either. 

9848.  Would  you  just  specify  instances  in  which  you  think  they  are  not  efficient? — 

Well;  Ithink  we  might  have  a  great  deal  moredone  for  us  than  there  isdone  at  present,  when 
you  take  into  accouut  what  is  done  in  Municipalities  in  some  other  parts  of  the  world. 

There  are  complaints  here  constantly,  and  everything  is  more  or  less  incomplete.  Even 
in  the  city  itself,  old  as  it  is,  No.  6  District  is  practically  a  rookery,  and  the  streets  of 
the  Municipality  which  should  have  been  put  in  order  years  ago  are  a  perfect  disgrace. 

9849.  Take  the  neglected  District,  No.  6:  to  what  do  you  ascribe  that? — I 
think  it  is  partly  due  to  the  system  of  election.  I  think  that  if  the  members  of  the 
Council  had  been  elected  to  represent  Wards,  more  would  have  been  done  for  the  district. 

9850.  They  are  elected  now  on  a  general  ticket  ? — Yes,  the  whole  town  votes  as 
one,  and  the  result  is  that  electors  have  no  particular  interest  in  any  of  the  men,  and 
when  they  are  elected  there  is  no  Councillor  whom  one  would  specially  look  to  as 
representing  your  Ward  or  street. 

9851.  At  onetime  the  Councillors  were  elected  by  Wards  ? — Yes;  that  is  a  long 
time  ago. 

9852.  You  don’t  know  why  the  ohange  was  made  ? — I  believe  they  thought  it  did 
not  answer  very  well,  but  I  don’t  know  the  reason,  as  it  happened  before  I  came  here. 

9853.  Could  you  give  us  any  instances  of  the  want  of  economy  in  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  any  of  the  Municipalities  ? — Well,  you  find,  for  instance,  that  each  little 
Municipality  must  keep  up  a  staff  of  its  own,  and  they  want  mure  and  more  large 
works  carried  out,  so  that  they  must  employ  oapable  men,  and  of  course  that  means 
greater  expense.  I  think  there  is  a  great  want  of  economy  there.  My  opinion  is  that 
if  there  is  one  organisation  you  could  have  one  staff  composed  of  efficient  and  well 
paid  men  and  you  would  see  the  economy  of  that  very  soon. 

9854.  Looking  at  the  number  of  men  who  are  elected  to  the  various  Municipal 
Councils  ;  would  you  say  that  a  selection,  say  of  one  in  three,  or  one  in  four  of  them, 
would  result  in  better  administration  ? — Oh  yes,  as  far  as  the  Councils  are  concerned, 
and  they  would  then  have  a  more  efficient  staff  of  officials,  and  a  saving  would  be 
effected. 

9855.  Is  there  anything  in  the  character  of  the  inhabitants  that  could  be  said  to 
lead  to  Municipal  inefficiency  ? — You  see  more  than  one-half  of  the  people  in  the 
Peninsula  are  coloured,  and  it  is  from  that  class  of  the  population  that  you  get  your 
labourers  that  do  a  hard  day’s  work.  These  men  will  never  turn  up  to  take  an  interest 
in  Municipal  affairs  because  when  they  get  home  after  a  hard  day’s  work  they  don’t 
feel  inclined  to  take  part  in  these  matters.  And,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  poll  closes 
here  before  such  a  man  gets  away  from  his  work. 

9856.  The  result  of  that  is  that  only  one-half  of  the  people,  or  even  less,  take  an 
interest  in  the  election  ? — Yes ;  it  is  only  the  wealthy  and  the  middle  classes  that 
govern  the  Peninsula,  and  that  will  always  do  so  :  that  is  to  say,  the  class  of  people 
who  are  represented  by  business  men  in  Cape  Town. 

9857.  And  that  is  another  reason  why  you  think  that  one  Council  should  transact 
the  whole  business  ? — Yes.  Now,  as  far  as  the  suburbs  are  concerned,  I  see  that  they 
are  having  their  meetings  at  night,  but  night  meetings  have  never  been  a  success  any¬ 
where.  You  can  do  very  much  better  by  having  a  small  Council  to  meet  during  the 
day,  because  business  men  could  easily  arrange  to  get  away  from  business  for  an  hour 
or  so. 

9858.  The  disabilities  the  suburbs  are  under  in  that  respect  are  very  considerable  ? 

■"Yes. 

9859.  They  have  a  difficulty  in  getting  what  you  might  call  the  best  class  of 
business  men  to  come  on  the  Board  ? — Yes,  because  a  business  mau  does  not  want  to 
go  home  from  his  business  and  then  attend  to  Municipal  affairs. 

9860.  But  look  at  the  other  side  of  the  mirror;  could  the  men  come  in  from  the 
suburbs  and  attend  Couucil  meetings  in  Cape  Town  ? — Yes,  because  the  meetings 
would  be  during  the  day. 

9861.  I  presume  you  would  see  the  necessity  of  having  what  you  might  call  local 
men  from  the  suburbs  also  on  the  greater  Town  Council  ? — Yes;  but  most  of  these  men 
have  businesses  in  the  city.  I  thiuk  if  you  took  the  lists  of  the  Councillors  you 
would  find  that  that  is  the  oase. 
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9862.  Men  who  have  their  business  entirely  and  permanently  in  the  city  ?— Yes, 
or  at  any  late  who  could  arrange  to  come  in  without  any  great  inconvenience. 

9863.  Now-,  do  you  look  upon  the  question  of  water  supply  as  one  of  the  most 
urgent  questions  at  the  present  time  ? — I  do.  All  the  returns  of  the  Town  Councils 
shew  that  new  buildings  are  going  up,  and  these  have  all  to  be  supplied  with  water. 
You  find  that  that  is  so  both  in  Cape  Town  and  the  Suburbs,  so  that  your  water  storage 
must  be  increased  somehow  or  other. 

9864.  You  are  aware  that  it  is  true  that,  even  with  all  the  works  that  are  at  the 
present  moment  under  construction,  there  is  a  near  likelihood  of  a  deficiency  in  tlxe 
supply  ? — Yes. 

9865.  And  therefore  you  are  alive  to  the  necessity  of  taking  action  beforehand  to 
augment  the  supply  ? — Yes. 

9866.  You  have  not  considered  a  scheme  yourself? — I  would  introduce  a  salt 
water  scheme  in  the  whole  area,  and  supply  all  the  houses  for  bath  and  flushing 
purposes  witli  salt  water ;  and  that  would  relieve  the  pressure  on  the  fresh  water  very 
much. 

9867.  The  engineers  rather  object  to  that.  They  say  that  the  use  of  salt  water 
has  a  deleterious  effect  on  the  fittings  ? — Well,  they  could  have  proper  cisterns. 

9868.  You  think  that  difficulty  could  be  got  over;  and  you  merely  urge  the  salt 
water  system  as  a  temporary  expediency  ? — I  think  it  would  relieve  the  pressure 
permanently,  because,  even  if  you  are  going  to  extend  the  fresh  water  system,  the  sa!4  water 
would  still  do  very  well  for  those  purposes  that  I  have  indicated. 

9869.  Would  you  extend  the  salt  water  system  to  the  suburbs? — Yes,  right 
through. 

9870.  Pumping  ? — Yes. 

9871.  That  would  be  rather  costly,  would  it  not? — Yes;  but  it  would  be  better 
than  buying  land  and  making  reservoirs. 

9872.  But  now  even  with  that  do  you  not  think  that  there  will  be  a  necessity  for 
the  fresh  water  storage  to  be  extended  ? — It  appears  so.  I  think  you  will  have  to 
utilise  all  the  areas  that  you  can  get  and  probably  still  go  further  for  water. 

9873.  You  have  no  knowledge,  or  you  have  not  paid  any  attention,  to  the  schemes 
talked  of  at  present?— No. 

9874.  Now,  in  the  matter  of  drainage  ? — Yes  ;  you  see  a  great  deal  will  still 
require  to  be  done.  Out  at  Sea  Point,  for  instance,  many  of  the  roads  are  cut  up  and 
washed  away  by  heavy  rain.  There  is  no  proper  surface  drainage. 

9875.  By  the  water  from  the  mountains  ? — Yes,  there  are  steep  streets,  and  the 
water  simply  cuts  the  streets  into  pieces,  and  the  soil  is  carried  down  to  the  main 
road. 

9876.  Are  there  any  works  being  carried  out  at  the  present  time  to  remedy  that 
state  of  things  ? — The  Corporation  is  not  well  enough  off  to  deal  with  them  and  they 
cannot  tax  the  people  sufficiently  for  the  purpose.  What  loans  they  have  got  they  have 
spent  entirely  on  a  water  system. 

9877.  That  is  spent  on  the  sewerage,  I  presume? — Yes,  but  I  was  talking  about 
the  surface  drainage.  I  want  to  see  the  streets  made  and  proper  gutters  constructed  at 
the  sides. 

9878.  You  reside  at  Sea  Point,  don’t  you? — Yes. 

9879.  And  you  speak  from  personal  observation? — Yes. 

9880.  Now,  as  far  as  Sea  Point  and  Green  Point  are  concerned,  how  does  the 
system  of  sewerage  at  the  present  time  meet  with  the  demands  of  the  people  ? 
— I  think  every  house  is  now  connected  with  the  main,  and  so  far  it  meets  their  wants, 
but  it  is  a  very  unsatisfactory  arrangement  on  account  of  the  foul  gases  wherever  the 
constructions  have  been  made. 

9881 .  I)o  those  gases  come  into  the  houses  ? — I  have  no  evidence  of  that,  but 
when  you  walk  about  the  streets  you  very  soon  experience  them.  The  Municipality 
are  using  the  side  pillars  of  the  tramway  and  out  of  those  pipes  these  gases  come. 

9882.  These  are  utilised  as  ventilators  ? — Yes,  and  it  is  when  you  pass  one  of 
them  that  you  experience  an  offensive  gas,  which  you  would  rather  escape.  And  then 
the  whole  question  should  be  gone  into  with  regard  to  the  beach  itself. 

9883.  You  mean  the  outfall? — Yes,  because  you  have  the  Cape  Town  outfall  on 
one  part  of  the  beach  and  the  Sea  Point  outfall  in  another  direction.  The  rocks  along 
the  coast  are  all  broken  and  the  stench  is  very  bad  sometimes.  I  think  the  sewage  is 
carried  on  to  the  rocks. 

9884.  Have  you  observed  any  there  yourself? — No,  but  the  stench  is  very  bad 
sometimes,  so  bad  that  we,  although  living  off  the  main  road,  get  the  full  benefit,  of  it, 
and  we  are  sometimes  obliged  to  close  our  doors  and  windows. 

9885.  Hus  the  8ea  Point  outfall  been  completed  ? — That  1  am  not  sure  of. 
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9886.  The  Cape  Town  outfall,  we  are  told,  is  not  complete  ? — So  I  see.  I  was 
round  there  a  few  days  ago. 

9887.  So  that  possibly  that  difficulty  could  bo  dealt  with  when  the  works  are 
carried  out  further  to  sea  ? — Yes;  I  think  if  the  pipes  are  extended  further  out  the 
sewage  would  be  less  likely  to  be  thrown  back  on  to  the  rocks. 

9888.  As  far  as  public  lighting  is  concerned  in  Cape  Town,  have  you  any  remarks 
to  offer  on  that  ? — The  gas  seems  to  he  of  a  very  poor  quality,  and  there  is  no  Govern¬ 
ment  authority  to  test  it,  so  that  we  are  obliged  to  take  whatever  they  like  to  supply. 

9889.  You  think  that  if  there  is  one  Municipality  that  could  take  over  the  gas 
and  provide  electric  lighting  it  would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  people  of  the 
Peninsula  ? — It  would,  at  any  rate,  he  greatly  to  our  advantage,  because  we  have  no 
electric  light. 

9890.  And  does  the  gas  do  any  harm  in  the  houses  ? — It  is  a  very  poor  light,  hut 
I  have  not  noticed  any  harm  from  it. 

9891.  You  are  supplied  by  a  Company  ? — Yes,  by  a  Company  in  Cape  Town. 

9892.  Is  there  no  Sea  Point  Company  ? — No,  it  is  a  Cape  Town  Company. 

9893.  And  that  Company  has  been  in  existence  for  a  number  of  years  ? — Yes,  a 
long  time. 

9894.  Have  you  compared  the  cost  of  gas  light  in  your  neighbourhood  with  the 
cost  of  it  in  other  parts  of  the  world? — It  is  very  much  more  expensive  here.  I  think 
they  charge  us  I  Os.  6d.  for  1,000  feet,  and  I  think  in  London  you  get  it  for  4s.  3d. 

9895.  With  reference  to  the  matter  of  municipal  regulations,  what  have  you  to 
say  ? — That  seems  to  me  to  he  one  of  the  things  that  might  be  very  well  thought  of, 
because  these  different  Municipalities  have  their  different  regulations,  and  the  people 
are  more  or  less  at  a  disadvantage  in  that  respect.  You  cross  a  stream  and  you  have 
another  set  of  regulations.  What  is  an  offence  in  the  one  area  is  not  an  offence  in 
the  other. 

9896.  Would  you  he  in  favour  of  amalgamating  all  these  Municipalities  ? — I 
think  that  would  be  a  great  advantage. 

9897.  From  Wynberg  to  Sea  Point  ? — Yes,  at  least. 

9898.  You  estimate  the  total  population  at  about  150,000  ? — I  daresay  that  is 
about  right,  but  I  have  not  gone  into  it. 

9899.  From  wdiat  you  know  of  Municipalities  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  would 
you  say  that  this  is  rather  a  large  area  ? — No  ;  take  the  large  number  of  coloured 
people  off  first  of  all. 

9900.  Then  it  would  reduce  the  population  to  something  like  75,000  or  80,000 
people? — Yes,  and  they  have  all  one  interest.  The  merchant  here  in  the  City  is  the 
resident  at  Wynberg,  and  he  should  have  the  same  Corporation  to  look  after  his 
property  in  the  city  and  his  dwelling-house  in  the  suburbs. 

9901.  Do  you  think  that  a  Council  of  25  or  30  men  governing  an  amalgamated 
city  would  produce  better  municipal  results  ? — I  have  not  gone  very  carefully  into  that, 
but  I  should  say  something  like  that  number  would  meet  the  case.  I  think  there  are 
at  present  18  Councillors  in  Cape  Town,  and  a  few  more  should  be  added  for  the  whole 
area. 

9902.  Have  you  ever  thought  of  the  reason  why  the  Municipal  Councillor  is  not 
highly  honoured  in  this  country  ? — It  is  merely  a  sort  of  Colonial  fashion  to  look  down 
upon  everybody.  We  are  always  disparaging  one  another,  but  I  think  it  is  only 
Colonial  habit. 

9903.  It  is  a  local  disease  really? — Yes;  and  then  a  Councillor  often  interferes 
perhaps  with  what  does  not  concern  him ;  besides  one  hears  a  good  deal  about  jobbery 
and  corruption  and  things  like  that. 

9904.  But  apart  from  the  question  of  jobbery,  which  would  be  a  very  grave 
accusatiou,  is  there  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Municipal  Councillors  to  go  into 
matters  that  they  need  not  to  go  into? — Yes:  matters  that  they  might  leave  to  the 
men  who  are  really  in  charge  of  the  work.  For  instance,  the  man  in  charge  of  the  work 
should  be  left  to  buy  cement,  but  some  Councillor  or  other  will  take  it  in  hand,  and 
will  then  more  or  less  get  into  trouble. 

9905.  That  is  a  general  disability  ? — Yes. 

9906.  And  I  presume  that  that  might  create  in  the  public  mind  a  kind  of  belief 
that  men  don’t  always  go  into  the  Council  from  a  purely  public  spirit  ? — 1  don’t  know 
that  there  has  been  any  proof  of  anything  of  that  kind.  I  sat  in  the  Couucil  here  with 
different  men  for  three  or  four  years,  and  I  have  heard  these  things  said  about  different 
men,  but  I  don’t  believe  there  is  any  truth  in  it.  Some  men  naturally  take  more  interest 
in  a  particular  work  than  others.  A  man  who  takes  an  interest  in  a  reservoir  for  in¬ 
stance  is  often  thought  to  have  more  than  the  public  good  in  view.  Take  for  inslance 
Sir  John  Woodhead,  through  the  greater  part  of  his  Municipal  life  he  was  maligned  by 
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tlie  people  in  that  he  had  some  other  interest  in  all  that  he  did  for  the  community,  hut 
of  course  it  is  perfectly  clear  now  that  he  only  did  it  all  for  the  good  of  the  people. 

9907.  Well,  seeing  that  Sir  John  Woodhead  incurred  that  odium  while  Mayor  of 
the  principal  Corporation  in  the  Peuinsula,  it  is  a  poor  outlook  for  the  man  coming 
after  him  ? — That  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  is  said  even  of  Members  of  Parliament. 

9908.  Are  they  not  exempt  ? — No  ;  they  are  always  supposed  to  he  looking  out  for 
a  seat  in  the  Ministry  or  a  seat  on  a  Commission.. 

9909.  You  mean  nothing  personal  by  that? — No;  but  returns  have  been  called 
for  in  order  to  know  how  much  each  member  got  out  of  each  particular  Commission. 

9910.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  members  of  the  Councils  for  an  amalgamated 
Municipality  being  paid  ? — Yes,  I  am  in  favour  of  everybody  being  paid.  I  don’t 
believe  in  free  service.  Members  of  Parliament  are  paid ;  members  of  the  Harbour 
Board  are  paid  ;  and  if  a  man  goes  on  to  a  Company  to  look  after  his  shares,  he  gets 
paid.  It  is  a  curious  thing,  but  if  you  pay  men  you  will  always  get  men. 

9911.  Supposing  that  we  were  to  amalgamate  all  these  Municipalities  and  we 
found  that  one  Municipality  had  a  very  much  larger  debt  than  that  of  any  of  the  others, 
do  you  see  any  way  of  being  able  to  deal  with  that  side  of  the  question  ? — No  ;  except 
to  take  them  all  over  and  convert  them  into  one  consolidated  debt.  I  don’t  know  that 
there  is  any  other  way  out  of  that.  I  believe  that  that  is  the  principle  that  Parliament 
has  adopted  when  it  has  annexed  one  state  to  another.  Then  the  debt  of  such  an 
annexed  state  has  been  made  part  of  the  debt  of  the  Colony. 

9912.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  better  than  making  the  areas  contimie  to  be 
liable  in  respect  of  their  debts  ?— Yes  ;  because  that  area  which  has  a  very  large  debt 
will  perhaps  have  a  very  valuable  asset  to  put  in  on  the  other  side. 

9913.  In  Cape  Town,  is  there  any  system  of  what  is  called  “  special  assessment,” 
by  which  people  living  in  one  part  of  the  town  are  specially  rated  for  the  betterment 
of  that  part  of  the  town  ? — That  can  be  done  under  one  of  the  Acts  I  know. 

9914.  That  is  not  given  effect  to  ? — I  don’t  know  whether  it  is  or  not,  but  they 
have  the  power  to  do  so  under  the  Municipal  Amendment  Act,  I  think.  They  can  in 
that  way  set  apart  an  area  and  specially  rate  the  people  in  respect  of  that  area. 

9915.  Could  not  that  principle  be  carried  out  in  the  suburban  Councils  as  they 
now  exist  ? — Yes. 

9916.  Could  you  not  look  upon  their  debts  as  a  special  charge  upon  the  speoial 
areas  ? — But  the  area  has  its  security,  and  if  you  consolidate  the  whole  debt  you  would 
have  the  whole  area  as  security  for  the  debt. 

9917.  This  is  a  point  that  has  been  raised  by  some  of  the  Municipalities  in  the 
suburbs  :  that  they  object  to  come  into  a  unified  Council  because  of  the  question  of 
the  debt.  They  say,  for  instance,  the  debt  of  Cape  Town  would  be  a  charge  on  them,* 
and  why  should  they  be  rated  for  anything  that  they  don’t  get  the  benefit  of  at  all  ? — 
They  are  going  to  benefit  by  the  general  economy  that  would  result,  and  besides 
this  debt  is  not  going  to  be  paid  off.  It  will  probably  remain  for  ever. 

9918.  But  the  debts  in  the  other  Municipalities  are  mostly  amortization  debts  that 
can  be  worked  off  ? — Yes,  but  I  don’t  see  that  any  particular  area  would  suffer  by 
putting  all  the  assets  and  all  the  debts  into  one  and  having  a  unified  debt.  I  think,  if 
the  Grovernmeut  would  guarantee  the  debt  they  would  be  better  off,  because  then  I 
think  they  could  refloat  their  loans  at  a  smaller  rate  of  interest. 

9919.  And  then  that  would  give  them  the  means  of  carrying  out  matters  which 
are  so  very  desirable  without  having  further  taxes  upon  the  people  ? — Yes.  I  don’t 
think  they  would  want  very  much  more  in  taxes,  because  the  taxes  would  be 
equalised.  In  some  places  they  are  now  levying  sixpence,  and  in  other  places  four  pence, 
and  so  on  ;  these  will  all  be  equalised,  and  I  don’t  think  it  will  make  any  material 
difference  to  the  individual  householder. 

9920.  With  reference  to  the  Divisional  Councils,  Mr.  Hay,  have  you  given  any 
attention  to  the  work  done  by  them  ? — I  see  it  has  been  discussed  what  the  position  of 
the  Cape  Divisional  Council  should  be,  and  I  know  that  years  ago  the  matter  was 
before  1’arliament.  At  that  time  Sir  James  Innes,  who  was  the  member  for  the  Cape 
Division,  pointed  out  the  difficulties  there  would  be.  There  are  a  good  many  reasons 
why  we  should  not  have  the  Council  here,  but  then  there  is  the  difficulty  in  dealing 
with  the  other  parts  of  the  country,  as  they  would  also  come  in  with  their  claims.  But 
quite  apart  from  that,  I  think  that  there  is  plenty  of  ground  for  the  Divisional  Council 
wherein  to  do  good  work.  Probably  the  Councils  want  more  power  than  they  have  at 
present. 

9921.  But  in  the  case  of  the  Cape  Divisional  Council,  don’t  you  think  it  is  in  a 
somewhat  different  position  from  the  other  Divisional  Councils  of  the  Colony  ? — Yes,  it 
is. 

9922.  For  instance,  from  the  point  of  view  of  revenue;  the  total  revenue  of  the 
Divisional  Council  for  the  present  year  is  something  like  £40,000  ? — Yes. 
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9923.  And  of  that  amount  only  some  £3,000  is  raised  from  properly  which  you  Mr- 

might  call  non-municipal  property  ? — Yes.  '  u"'— 

9924.  Leaving  a  balance  of  close  upon  £37,000  to  be  raised  from  Municipal  27tb  May,  1902, 
properties  ? — Yes. 

9925.  And  there  is  no  other  division  in  the  Colony  where  such  a  state  of  things 
exists  ? — No ;  but  still  every  other  Council  gets  something  from  the  principal  town. 

9926.  Then  there  is  also  a  difference  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  extent  of  main 
road  passing  through  the  Municipalities  in  the  Cape  Peninsula,  Avhioh  is  very  much 
larger  than  the  extent  of  main  road  passing  through  a  country  village? — Yes,  of  course 

f  that  is  so. 

9927.  We  find  that  the  Municipalities  of  the  Peninsula  are  willing  to  take  over 
the  main  roads  passing  through  their  own  areas  on  certain  conditions  ? — You  mean 
within  their  boundaries  ? 

9928.  Yes. — Well,  that  is  a  course  that  I  favour  for  all  the  Divisional  Councils  in 
all  the  districts.  I  don’t  think  the  Divisional  Council  should  go  ;  'd  interfere  with  the 
towns  at  all,  excepting  getting  a  contribution  from  them. 

9929.  You  still  think  that  the  towns  should  contribute  towards  the  maintenance  of 
the  outside  roads  ? — Oil  yes ;  these  roads  exist  for  the  benefit  of  both  the  farmers  and 
their  produce-buyers. 

9930.  Could  you  suggest  any  change  that  would  be  likely  to  make  the  Divisional 
Councils  a  more  appreciated  body  ? — First  of  all,  I  think,  you  would  have  to  get  rid  of 
the  Civil  Commissioner  as  the  Chairman.  He  is  not  in  his  right  place  there  at  all, 
because  if  ho  proposes  anything  he  is  supposed  to  have  a  foolscap  instruction  from  the 
Colonial  Office ;  and  if  he  does  not  propose  anything,  he  is  supposed  to  be  a  very 
stand-off  sort  of  man.  If  the  Government  wants  to  know  what  is  going  on,  the  Civil 
Commissioner  could  still  be  a  member,  and  could  attend  whenever  he  finds  it  convenient 
to  do  so. 

9931.  As  a  rule,  an  elective  Board  with  an  official  chairman  is  not  likely  to  be  a 
success  ? — It  is  not  a  satisfactory  concern,  because  so  many  look  to  the  chairman  for 
instruction  and  guidance. 

9932.  And  to  take  other  interests  as  well  ? — Oh  yes. 

9933.  I  suppose  you  have  seen  up-country  difficulties  that  Divisional  Councils 
have  had  to  deal  with  in  connection  with  the  official  chairman  ? — There  have  been 
difficulties,  of  course,  in  some  cases. 

9934.  Mr.  Gurney. J  You  will  have  seen,  however,  that  the  official  chairman  has 
sometimes  been  the  salvation  of  the  Council  ? — Oh  yes  ;  it  depends  upon  the  kind  of 
man  you  have. 

9935.  Chairman .]  You  said  they  could  have  a  Civil  Commissioner  on  the 
Board  as  well,  although  he  is  not  the  chairman  ? — Oh  yes. 

9936.  Do  you  think  that  anything  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  giving  a  Govern¬ 
ment  officer  greater  supervision  over  Municipal  accounts  ? — I  think  that  has  been  pro¬ 
vided  for  by  the  Cape  Town  Act,  under  which  the  Government  appoints  one  of  the 
auditors,  and  I  think  it  is  a  very  valuable  clause. 

9937.  Would  you  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  Government  audit  might  be  added  ? — 

Yes  ;  I  know  what  the  intention  was,  because  I  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  that  Bill. 

It  was  intended  that  there  should  be  an  audit  like  the  Government  audit,  that  is  to  say 
that  the  Council  should  be  stopped  from  incurring  any  further  expenditure  when  they 
have  come  to  the  end  of  their  vote,  but  somehow  or  other  the  wording  of  the  Act  on 
that  point  is  not  so  clear  as  it  ought  to  be. 

9938.  Would  you  extend  that  principle  so  far  as  to  say  that  something  might  be 
done  in  having  some  kind  of  supervision  over  valuations  as  well? — Well,  I  am  very 
much  in  favour  of  the  system  whioh  obtains  in  Canada,  where  two  valuators  are 
appointed  to  obtain  the  amount  of  the  valuations. 

9939.  AVho  appoints  them  ? — The  Local  Authority  appoints  these  two  men  who 
go  to  work  on  a  certain  basis — cash  selling  value  of  the  property — and  these  two  men 
hold  their  Court,  at  which  they  hear  waat  any  man  has  to  say  against  their  valuation. 

If  the  ratepayer  is  not  satisfied  with  the  decision  of  these  valuators,  who  have  the 
right  to  reduce  the  same  upon  objections  taken,  then  they  can  be  taken  before  another 
Authority,  and  if  the  decision  goes  iu  favour  of  the  ratepayer  or  ratepayers  objecting 
then  these  two  men  have  to  pay  the  costs  in  the  case. 

9940.  And  you  say  that  the  Local  Authority  appoints  these  two  men  ? — Yes,  and 
when  once  appointed  the  Municipality  or  Local  Authority  docs  not  interfere  with  their 
valuation.  I  think  that  interference  is  one  of  the  weaknesses  of  the  Municipalities  all 
through  South  Africa. 

9941.  Mr.  Gurney .]  That  they  are  judges  in  their  own  case? — Yes  ;  and  I  have 
seen  gross  cases  of  friendship  shown. 

|_G.  21— I9u2.] 
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WEDNESDAY,  28th  MAY,  1902. 


Present  : 


Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Beery  (Chairman). 


Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory'. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 


Henry  Miller  Oakley  examined. 


9942.  Mr.  Gurney .]  You  are  a  boring  engineer  in  Cape  Town  ? — Yes. 

9943.  You  bad  considerable  experience  in  connection  with  boring  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  service  before  you  went  into  business  on  your  own  account  ? — Yes. 

9944.  You  were  established  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Saunders,  who  also  has  had  a 
great  deal  of  experience  ? — Yes. 

9945.  You  have  lately  severed  your  partnership  ? — Yes. 

9946.  How  long  have  you  been  established  in  Cape  Town  ? — For  a  little  over 
three  years. 

9947.  Can  you  give  us  a  description  of  the  amount  of  work  in  the  Cape  Peninsula 
which  you  have  undertaken  during  that  time  and  the  approximate  results  ? — I  should 
say,  from  the  rough  calculation  which  I  have  made,  that  we  have,  by  boring,  obtained 
1,500,000  gallons  of  water  per  diem  at  a  cost,  including  the  pumping  machinery,  of 
considerably  under  £10,000.  In  all  I  think  we  have  put  down  about  50  bore  holes. 

9948.  What  has  been  the  quality  of  the  water  obtained  F — In  the  majority  of 
oases  it  has  been  very  good;  fit  for  domestic  use.  Analyses  have  beefi  made  of  it. 

9949.  By  whom  ? — By  both  the  Government  and  Dr.  Marloth. 

9950.  By  domestic  use,  do  you  mean  drinking  purposes  ? — Yes. 

9951.  I  suppose  that,  practically,  these  results  have  been  obtained  in  different 
neighbourhoods  ? — '  Yes  ;  pretty  well  all  over  the  Peninsula. 

9952.  Has  the  quality  been  practically  the  same  from  different  bore  holes  in 
particular  neighbourhoods  ? — Not  altogether :  for  instance  at  Maitland,  near  Mr.  Yan 
Ryn’s  property,  one  hole  was  put  down  some  years  ago  and  the  water  obtained  from  it 
was  quite  brack,  but  in  two  other  holes  which  were  put  down  for  the  Public  Works 
Department  the  water  was  absolutely  fresh  and  pure. 

9953.  How  near  together  wore  those  holes  ? — They  were  within  a  distance  of 
half  a  mile  of  the  brack  Yvater  hole. 

9954.  Are  there  not  particular  areas  where  you  expect  to  find  brack  water  ? — Yes, 
there  are,  but  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newlands  you  never  expect  to  find  brack  water. 
At  Salt  Piver  the  water  is  slightly  saline  but  fit  for  domestic  use  ;  whilst  at  Maitland, 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  water  obtained  has  been  absolutely  salt. 

9955.  How  near  to  each  other  have  you  put  down  bore  holes  with  satisfactory 
results? — At  Woodstock  we  put  down  three  holes  for  the  De  Beers  Cold  Storage 
Syndicate,  all  within  a  circle  of  about  20  yards.  Each  one  of  those  holes  gave  the 
same  results.  They  are  now  pumping  about  1,000  gallons  per  hour  from  each  hole. 
The  same  may  be  said  with  reference  to  the  South  African  Brewery  at  Woodstock. 
Two  holes  were  put  down  within  20  yards  of  each  other,  but  we  did  not  find  that  one 
hole  affected  the  other  in  any  way. 

9956.  From  your  experience  in  the  Cape  Peninsula,  does  it  seem  to  you  that  a  very 
large  number  of  additional  bore  holes  might  with  advantage  be  sunk  and  still  obtain 
good  supplies  from  them  ? — Certainly ;  I  think  there  is  hardly  any  limit  to  which, 
from  our  experience,  one  could  not  go.  I  caD  speak  of  one  bole  at  Newlands  which  we 
put  down  for  Mr.  Ohlsson.  The  hole  was  bored  to  a  depth  of  200  feet,  and  there  was 
and  I  believe  there  is  still  actually  flowing  from  it  80,000  gallons  of  water  per  day 
above  the  surface.  Out  of  that  hole  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that,  with  proper 
pumping  machinery,  at  least  200,000  gallons  of  water  per  day  might  be  pumped.  The 
water  from  that  bore  hole  is  identical  with  the  water  from  Kommetje  Spring.  It  is 
beautifully  fresh  and  clear. 

9957.  Has  no  Collateral  effect  been  experienced  by  the  springs  in  consequence  of 
the  sinking  of  these  bore  holes  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  believe  that  Mr.  Bennett,  the 
Engineer  to  the  late  Suburban  Water  Works  Company,  took  very  careful  gaugings  of 
the  Kommetje  Spring  whilst  we  were  making  our  bore  hole  for  Mr.  Ohlsson.  The 
reason  was  because  the  bore  hole  is  very  close  to  the  Kommetje  Spring — just  across  the 
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road.  I  gathered  from  Mr.  Bennett  that  his  gaugings  did  not  show  that  there  had 
been  any  effect  whatever  upon  the  flow  of  water  from  that  spring  by  the  boring  of  the 
hole. 

9958.  What  has  been  the  average  depth  to  which  you  have  had  to  bore  to  find 
satisfactory  water  ? — The  average  has  been  not  more  than  100  feet. 

9959.  But  this  particular  hole  to  which  you  have  just  referred  was  carried  to  a 
depth  of  200  feet  F — Yes,  but  the  deepest  which  we  have  made  was  one  at  Rosebank 
which  was  carried  to  a  depth  of  230  feet. 

9969.  What  is  the  highest  point  at  which  you  have  commenced  t )  sink  a  bore-hole 
with  satisfactory  results  in  the  Peninsula  F — I  should  think  that  the  Newlands  bore¬ 
hole  to  which  I  have  just  referred  is  the  highest  point  at  which  we  have  bored. 

9961.  Whereabouts  is  that  F — It  is  just  alongside  the  Newlauds  Avenue:  but  I 
consider  that  by  going  higher  similar  results  would  be  obtained. 

9962.  Then  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  higher  you  go  the  more  difficulty 
you  would  have  in  obtaining  satisfactory  results  F — Nothing  at  all. 

9963.  But  were  you  not  boring  at  a  higher  level  at  Woodstock  F — Yes. 

9964.  And  was  not  that  abortive  F — Yes ;  but  you  could  hardly  call  that  boring  in 
a  part  of  Table  Mountain.  It  was  Devil’s  Peak,  and  there  was  no  indication,  what¬ 
ever,  to  show  that  any  water  would  be  obtained. 

9965.  AVere  you,  then,  not  expecting  to  find  water  there  F — It  was  very  doubtful. 

9966.  You  were  boring  at  the  desire  of  the  Woodstock  Municipality  F — Yes. 

9967.  Did  they  select  the  site  F — Yes ;  we  guaranteed  to  find  them  water  lower 
down,  but  they  wanted  U9  to  bore  at  this  particular  site. 

9968.  The  impression  that  a  witness,  who  came  before  this  Commission  from 
AVoodstock,  had,  was  that  you  selected  only  one  particular  spot  in  Woodstock  where 
you  were  prepared  to  bore  with  success,  in  a  yard  F — N  o  ;  we  were  prepared  to  bore  in 
vacant  ground  opposite  the  Municipal  Offices — on  the  other  side  of  the  road.  We 
selected  that  particular  spot  because  it  happened  to  be  vacant  ground.  We  were  quite 
certain  that  we  could  get  water  there. 

9969.  You  made  them  an  offer  to  bore  and  undertook  to  provide  a  certain 
quantity  of  water,  and  you  were  to  be  paid  only  in  the  event  of  finding  that  water  P — 
Yes. 

9970.  AVas  that  boring  to  be  undertaken  at  one  particular  spot  only  F — Not 
necessaril}’  ;  there  were  two  sites.  One  was  the  Municipal  garden  and  the  other  was 
the  vacant  land  on  the  other  side  of  the  road.  Those  were  the  only  two  sites  that  we 
were  asked  to  bore  at  except  the  site  on  the  mountain. 

9971.  Were  you  limiting  your  offer  to  those  particular  sites  F — No. 

9972.  But  instead  of  accepting  that  offer  the  Woodstock  Municipality  wished  you 
to  go  to  this  particular  site  on  the  mountain,  and  iimited  you  to  that.  They  wanted 
you  to  go  to  this  site,  where  you  did  not  expect  to  find  water  F — -That  is  so. 

9973.  Then  is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  after  that  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  scheme 
was  taken  up  by  the  Municipality  F — We  renewed  our  offer,  after  the  abortive  attempt 
on  the  mountain,  to  bore  lower  down,  but  they  then  had  some  idea  of  the  Oliphant’s 
Hoek  scheme  and  that  is  why  they  would  not  accept  our  offer. 

9974.  In  making  that  offer  and  going  into  the  question  of  boring  for  the 
Woodstock  Municipality,  had  you  in  your  mind  the  possibility  of  supplying  absolutely 
sufficient  water  for  the  wants  of  Woodstcck  or  only  of  supplementing  the  existing 
supply  F  Would  you  give  us  your  opinion  as  to  what  number  of  bore  holes  would  be 
required  to  supply  the  requirements  of  Woodstock  F — I  think  Woodstock’s  requirements 
might  be  met  by  even  one  large  hole  at  a  carefully  selected  site. 

9975.  You  think  that  one  hole  would  yield  sufficient  water  to  supply  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the- Woodstock  Municipality  F — Yes,  a  large  enough  hole  might  be  made. 

997 6.  Although  in  all  probability  the  water  would  require  pumping  F — Undoubtedly 
it  would. 

9977.  Then  your  experience  of  boriug  for  water  in  this  neighbourhood  leads  you 
to  believe  that  the  wants  of  AVoodstock  might  be  entirely  supplied  by  boring  P — Yes, 

I  think  so,  but  what  I  am  still  more  in  favour  of  is  a  general  scheme  for  all  the 
Municipalities  on  the  Newlands  sid9  of  the  mountain.  I  believe  that  ample  water 
could  be  obtained  there  by  means  of  boring  and  by  a  tunnel  driven  along  the  base  of 
the  mountain.  If  that  were  done  ample  water  could  be  obtained  for  the  supply  of  the 
whole  Peninsula. 

9978.  Is  it  not  thought  by  a  good  many  people  that  boring  in  that  manner  would 
practically  only  take  away  the  present  supplies  of  water  on  the  mountain ;  that  your 
scheme  would  simply  be  tapping  those  supplies  F — I  do  not  think  so.  It  might  affect 
springs  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  but  only  to  a  very  small  extent. 

9979.  You  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  tapping  the  supplies  we  have  already 
stored  on  Table  Mountain  F — Do  you  meau  in  the  reservoirs  ? 
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Mr.  9980.  Yes. — I  do  not  think  so  at  all.  There  may  be  a  certain  amount  of  pereola- 

r  '■  ■■  ■:'■  tion  through  the  porous  sandstone  from  the  reservoirs,  but  I  do  not  think  that  tapping 
8th  M  y,  1002.  the  water  at  the  base  of  the  mountain  would  have  any  effect  oa  the  reservoirs  at  all. 

9981.  Auy  idea  of  that  sort  would  be  quite  a  myth? — Quite. 

99S2.  There  have  been  those  who  have  thought,  and  urged,  that  bore  holes  are 
liable  to  contamination  from  surface  drainage  and  impurities  getting  into  the  water  in 
that  way  ? — I  think  that  a  bore  hole,  properly  cased,  is  the  least  liable  to  contamina¬ 
tion  of  any  water  supply,  much  less  than  an  open  reservoir.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
consider  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  contaminate  a  bore  hole.  It  is  impossible  to 
get  auy  contamination  from  the  surface  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  hole. 

9983.  The  hole  is  so  small? — No ;  that  does  not  affect  it.  But  take  the  oase  of  the 
Newlands  hole.  That  hole  is  entirely  lined,  cased  right  down  the  whole  200  feet.  All 
that  casing  is  driven  down  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  auy  water  or  contamination  to 
find  its  way  down  from  the  outside.  Aud  then  the  pipes  are,  of  course,  brought  above 
the  surface  and,  when  pumping,  it  is  absolutely  covered  up  and  nothing  can  get  down. 
On  the  other  hand,  -with  an  open  reservoir  it  is  a  very  simple  matter  to  pollute  the  water. 

9984.  But  of  course  reservoirs  are  away  from  the  population  and  possible  sources 
of  contamination  in  a  way  that  bore  holes  would  not  be,  and  that  has  probably  given 
rise  to  the  idea,  to  a  certain  extent  ? — Perhaps. 

9985.  Do  you  not  think  that  bore  holes  being  in  the  midst  of  the  population  is 
likely  to  cause  that  idea  ? — It  may  be,  but  any  evil  disposed  person  could  go  up  to  the 
reservoir  and  pollute  it,  if  he  wanted  to,  whereas  it  would  be  impossible  with  a  bore 
hole,  because  it  would  be  actually  covered  up. 

9986.  Have  you  been  doing  work  for  the  Gfovernment  Railways  ?— Yes ;  my 
late  firm  put  down  t  vo  bore  holes  at  Newlands  Station,  aud  these  two  holes,  together, 
yield  about  70,000  gallons  of  water  per  day  by  pumping. 

9987.  And  is  the  water  perfectly  satisfactory  for  locomotive  purposes  ? — Most 
satisfactory  ;  in  fact  it  is  so  good  that  they  are  pumping  straight  into  the  main. 

9988.  Which  main  ? — The  main  of  the  Railway  Department,  along  the  Wynberg 

line. 

9989.  Did  you  sink  bore  holes  for  them  in  the  Woodstock  district  ? — No,  I  think 
they  only  have  one  bore  hole  and  that  is  at  the  Steam  Shed  outside  Cape  Town. 

9990.  Who  sunk  that  for  them  ? — They  sunk  it  for  themselves. 

9991.  So  far  as  Railway  requirements  are  concerned,  would  you  venture  to  say 
that  they  could  be  entirely  met  by  boring  ? — Yes,  entirely  ;  the  railway  could  be 
made  quite  independent  of  any  other  source  of  supply. 

9992.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  to  judge  of  the  success  of  boring  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Docks  or  anywhere  down  there  ? — I  think  that  any  attempt  to 
bore  for  water  there  would  meet  with  unsatisfactory  results.  The  water  would  be 
bound  to  be  brack.  I  know  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dock  Road,  two  or  three 
bore  holes  have  been  put  down,  but  the  water  from  them  has  been  very  brack. 

9993.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  water  from  boring  in  the  Sea  Point 
neighbourhood? — That  is  also  brack. 

9994.  So  that  it  would  really  be  in  the  direction  of  Newlands  that  you  would 
expect  a  large  supply  of  good  water,  and  only  there  ?  — That  is  the  ideal  spot,  I 
consider,  both  for  the  quantity  of  the  supply  and  the  quality  of  the  water. 

9995.  You  have  told  us  something  of  the  cost  of  these  50  bore  holes,  is  that  a  fair 
indication  of  what  the  cost  would  be  in  future  in  large  boring  operations  ? — That  is 
the  cost  of  a  number  of  holes,  but  one  large  hole  would  cost  considerably  less,  there 
would  be  a  saving  in  the  pumping  machinery  and  in  the  quantity  of  piping. 

9996.  You  would  expect  in  the  Newlands  district  to  have  to  go  to  a  depth  of  about 
200  feet  ? — Yes;  but  there  is  the  possibility  that  the  higher  you  went  up  to  commence 
your  hole  the  lower  you  v/ould  have  to  bore  for  the  water.  I  would  be  in  favour 
of  a  trial  boring  for  water,  and  then  if  a  good  quantity  of  water,  of  a  good  quality, 
was  found,  a  shaft  should  be  sunk. 

9997.  Would  that  be  the  more  economical  way  of  obtaining  a  large  supply  ?— 

Yes. 

9998.  When  you  speak  of  Newlands  you  refer  more  particularly  to  the  direction 
of  the  Avenue  rather  than  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Albion  Spring  ? — I  mean  the 
base  of  the  mountain  embraced  within  the  Newlands  area. 

9999.  Chairman .]  Have  you  to  pump  the  water  in  the  case  of  every  one  of  these 
Dore  holes  ? — With  the  exception  of  the  Newlands  hole,  which,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  the  water  flows  from.  But,  by  pumping  with  a  deep  well  pump  and  powerful 
machinery  about  200,000  gallons  per  day  might  be  obtained. 

10000.  But  in  the  case  of  any  one  of  those  other  bore  holes,  does  the  water  rise 
with  such  force  that  you  can  do  without  pumping  ?— No,  in  every  case  you  must  pump. 

10001.  In  every  one  of  those  fifty  bore  holos  there  must  be  a  pump  ? — Yes. 
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1O002.  Ami  to  raise  this  1,500,000  gallons  through  these  bore  holes  that  you  have 
put  down,  you  require  to  use  50  pumps? — Yes;  but  if  you  had  one  large  hole  you 
would  only  need  one  large  pump. 

10003.  Let  us  take  the  case  of  Woodstock :  you  have  there  about  30,000  people, 
and  to  give  each  one  of  those  inhabitants  30  gallons  of  water  per  diem  you  would  have 
to  raise  between  900,000  and  1,000,000  gallons  of  water  per  day.  Have  you  put  down 
any  bore  hole  that  would  yield  that? — No,  we  have  not,  because  the  holes  we  have  put 
down  are  not  sufficiently  large. 

10004.  The  only  approximate  delivery  to  that  is  the  natural  Albion  Spring  at 
Newlands  which  yields  about  1,500,000  gallons  per  play ;  even  there  the  water  has 
to  be  pumped  ? — Yes. 

10005.  So  that  it  would  be  a  very  costly  business  to  supply  Woodstock  with  water 
by  boring,  and  pumping  ? — I  would  not  have  so  many  holes  :  the  holes  which  I  would 
make  would  be  larger  ones,  and  I  t  Link  that  the  cost  of  boring  those  holes,  and  supply¬ 
ing  the  pumping  machinery,  would  be  veiy  much  less  than  the  interest  on  the  big  loan 
which  will  be  required  for  bringing  water  from  outside  as  is  at  present  suggested. 

10006.  Did  you  recommend  any  scheme  of  this  kind  to  the  Woodstock  Municipality  ? 
No,  we  were  never  asked. 

10007.  Has  there  been  any  falling  off  in  the  supply  of  water  at  these  bore  holes 
since  the  time  they  were  put  down  ? — None  that  I  am  aware  of.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  ascertain  any  diminution  either  in  winter  or  summer,  and  I  havo  tested  the  supply  at 
several. 

10008.  What  has  been  the  cost  of  working  one  of  these  bores,  including  men’s 
wages,  &g.  ? — The  cost  of  pumping  at  these  bores  by  wind  power  is  hardly  worth 
mentioning,  and  even  by  electricity  it  is  very  little  indeed.  The  Tramway  Company 
had  a  bore  hole  put  down  for  their  use,  and  I  was  informed  that  the  cost  of  the  pumping 
had  been  very  trifling — only  a  few  shillings  per  month. 

10009.  But  they  have  the  energy  on  the  spot  ? — That  is  so.  I  heard  from  them 
that  it  takes  about  one-half  horse  power  to  pump  up  sufficient  water  for  their  require¬ 
ments,  and  at  one  time  they  were  pumping  about  30,000  gallons  per  day  by  meaus  of 
a  half-horse  power  motor. 

10010.  What  diameter  of  bore  did  that  come  from  ? — A  6  inch  bore. 

10011.  What  is  the  largest  bore  that  you  have  put  down  ? — The  7  inch  bore  hole 
which  we  put  down  at  Newlands. 

10012.  And  that  yields  80,000  gallons  of  water  par  diem  ? — Yes,  flowing,  but 
that  is  no  criterion  of  what  the  actual  yield  of  the  bore  hole  might  be. 

10013.  Did  you  state  what  it  had  cost  to  bore  that  hole  ? — No  ;  the  boring  was 
done  for  a  private  individual,  and  I  would  not  like  to  state  the  cost  without  his 
consent. 

10014.  Speaking  generally,  is  it  a  certain  sum  per  foot  for  putting  down  the 
bore  ? — Yes,  so  much  per  foot.  I  think  that  Mr.  Bennett  or  Mr.  Ohlsson  would  be 
glad  to  give  you  full  information  about  the  Newlands  bore  hole. 

10015.  When  was  it  put  down  ? — About  3  years  ago. 

10016.  Is  that  water  being  used  for  brewery  purposes  ? — I  believe  so. 

10017.  You  spoke  of  tunnelling  into  the  mountain,  will  you  please  describe  what 
you  mean  ? — I  do  not  mean  a  tunnel  running  at  right  angles  to  the  strata,  but  a 
tunnel  along  the  base  of  the  mountain  at  unascertained  depth  which  might  be  obtained 
by  boring  first. 

10018.  Is  the  idea  just  to  catch  the  drip  from  the  roof  of  the  tunnel  ? — No  ;  to 
catch  the  water  flowing  from  the  base  of  the  mountain  and  findiug  its  way  into  the 
sea. 

TOO  19.  Do  you  mean  underground  to  the  sea  ? — Yes. 

10020.  And  your  idea  is  to  intercept  that  ? — Yes. 

10021.  Do  you  anticipate  that  you  would  have  a  steady  flow  of  water  in  this 
tunnel  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  ? — 1  think  so,  although  there  might  be  some  slight 
diminution  in  the  dry  months  of  the  year.  That,  however,  I  do  not  think  would  be 
very  much. 

10022.  Your  idea,  I  take  it,  is  that  Table  Mountain  is  a  great  natural  reservoir  ? — 
Yes  ;  a  sort  of  sponge. 

10023.  You  said  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Docks,  and  at  Sea  Point,  the 
water  yielded  by  boring  had  been  brack.  Do  you  take  it  that  that  is  due  to  an  influx 
of  sea  water  ? — Yes. 

10024.  And  you  contend  that  the  sea  water  does  not  travel  in  the  direction  of 
Newlands  ? — No. 

10025.  I  suppose  your  idea  is  that  there  must  be  some  large  underground  reservoir  of 
water  from  which  the  Albion  spring  and  the  Kommetje  Spring  and  this  new  bore  amongst 
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u  ,  others,  derive  their  supply? — Yes;  that  is  the  water  running  between  the  lamina- 

'  .' — '  •'  tions  of  the  rocks.  I  have  noticed  at  Woodstock,  close  to  the  beach,  that  water  from 
S'h  May.  1 1 02.  the  bore  has  been  practically  fresh,  and  I  think  the  reason  is  that  the  flow  of  water 
towards  the  sea  is  so  great  that  the  salt  water  has  no  chance  to  get  in. 

10026.  In  fact  there  are  conditions  underground  there  which  one  can  hardly 
estimate  without  very  much  greater  excavation  than  is  ever  likely  to  be  attempted? — 
Yes,  that  is  so. 

10027.  Has  there  been  much  boring  doue  by  private  individuals  for  tlieir  own 
use? — Nearly  tie  whole  of  the  bore  holes  of  which  I  have  spoken  have  been  for  private 
people;  the  only  exceptions  being  two  for  the  Railway  Department  and  some  for  the 
Public  Works  Department  at  the  Kafir  Location. 

100'8.  And  I  presume  that  in  most  cases  it  is  the  air  motor  which  has  been  used 
to  pump  the  water  ? — -Yes  ;  those  who  have  machinery,  however,  can  easily  run  a  pump 
from  their  own  shafting. 

10029.  Dr  Anderson.']  Have  you  any  analyses  of  the  various  specimens  of  water 
obtained  from  your  bore  holes  ? — I  have  a  few,  but  they  have  been  obtained  by  the 
owners  of  the  bore  holes  concerned  and  I  could  not  very  well  give  them  to  yon  Avithout 
their  consent. 

10030.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  of  the  number  of  grains  of  chlorine  per  gallon 
of  Avater  ? — Not  without  reference  to  the  analyses. 

JO031.  As  to  the  cost  of  pumping,  where  a  wind  motor  is  not  used,  can  you  give  it 
to  us  for  every  1,000  gallons  of  water  pumped  ? — No,  it  varies  so  much.  For  instance, 
1  may  mention  that  to  those  who  have  machinery  running  at  their  works  it  costs 
practical^  nothing,  because  they  have  not  to  consume  any  more  fuel  to  keep  the  pump¬ 
ing  machinery  going.  Of  course,  if  an  engine  had  to  be  run  specially  for  pumping  the 
water  it  would  be  an  expense. 

10032.  In  some  cases  the  water  might  be  required  to  be  pumped  to  a  reservoir  at  a 
higher  level  ? — Yes  ;  but  that  makes  very  little  difference  in  the  actual  cost  of  pumping. 
The  same  pump  which  pumps  up  the  water  out  of  the  borehole  could  deliver  it  at  a 
higher  level. 

10033.  I  suppose  that  the  reason  why  the  Woodstock  Municipality  wished  you  to 
bore  so  high  up  the  mountain  side  was  to  get  a  supply  of  water  which  they  could  get 
to  run  doAvn  to  where  they  wanted  it  by  gravitation  ? — I  suppose  so.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  they  wanted  to  supply  the  Walmer  Estate,  and  that  might  have  been  the  objection 
to  obtaining  the  water  at  a  bore  hole  lower  down. 

10034.  They  could  get  the  water  lower  down,  but  they  Avanted  it  to  supply  the 
plaoes  up  above  ? — Even  if  they  had  put  the  bore  hole  lower  doAvn  the  cost  of  pumping 
the  water  would  have  been  very  small. 

10035.  How  many  hundred  feet  is  Walmer  above  the  place  Avhere  you  wished  to 
bore  for  water  ? — I  think  it  is  about  200  feet,  but  not  more  than  that. 

10036.  But  it  becomes  a  matter  of  expense  to  lift  water  a  couple  of  hundred  feet  ? 
— It  takes  more  power  certainly. 

10037.  And  you  would  require  a  different  class  of  pump  ? — You  could  use  a 
combined  lift  and  force  pump. 

10038.  Do  you  really  think  it  a  feasible  proposal  to  obtain  a  public  water  supply 
for  the  Cape  Peninsula  by  boring  ? — I  do. 

10039.  But  you  would  require  to  use  machinery  for  pumps  for  Avork  of  that  sort ; 
you  Avould  not  be  allowed  to  depend  upon  the  Avind  ? — If  you  drove  a  tunnel  along  the 
mountain  slopes  at  a  sufficiently  high  level,  I  think  the  water  could  be  utilised  for 
certain  areas  Avithout  any  pumping. 

10040.  Have  you  any  data  which  you  can  lay  before  us  to  give  us  some  idea  as  to 
hoAv  much  water  could  be  obtained  by  the  means  you  suggest  ? — It  would  be  impossible 
to  say  ;  you  can  only  judge  by  the  water  which  is  obtained  from  the  bore  holes  which 
avc  have  put  down,  and  I  think  that  a  good  indication  might  be  drawn  from  the  hole 
which  we  put  down  for  Mr.  Ohlsson  at  Newlands. 

10041.  Supposing  that  there  were  in  existence  a  natural  reservoir  underground, 
and  you  were  fortunate  enough  to  come  upon  it  with  your  bore  hole,  you  Avould  get 
plenty  of  water  ? — I  would  not  call  it  a  natural  reservoir.  I  should  say  that  it  is  water 
flowing  along  a  very  large  area  in  the  fissures  of  the  rock,  and  you  would  tap  certain 
portions  of  it  in  almost  any  place  in  which  you  put  down  a  bore-hole,  and  that  is  why 
I  am  in  favour  of  a  tunnel. 

10042.  If  you  were  to  put  down,  say,  two  bore  holes  each  of  6  inches  in  diameter, 
within  a  distance,  say,  of  20  yards  of  each  other,  would  you  expect  to  obtain  from  them 
double  the  quantity  of  water  which  you  would  get  from  a  12-inch  bore  hole  at  either 
of  those  spots  ? — Not  necessarily. 
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10043.  You  would  expect  that  from  your  experience,  except  at  Newlands  ? — I  i [^onUm 

would  expect  more  water  from  a  12-inch  hole  than  from  a  G-inch  hole,  but  I  would  ' _ a 

not  expect  more  water  from  a  12-inch  hole  than  from  two  holes  of  6  inches.  28th  May,  1902. 

10044.  But  one  6-incli  hole  might  exhaust  the  water  supply  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hood,  and  putting  down  a  12  inch  hole  would  not  increase  your  supply  in  that  case  ? — - 
It  might,  hut  the  bigger  the  bore  hole  the  larger  its  diameter,  the  larger  the  pump  you 
could  insert,  and  therefore  the  greater  the  quantity  of  water  you  could  pump  up. 

10045.  You  could  only  extract  the  water  from  a  certain  radius  of  your  hole? — No, 
that  is  not  the  way  to  look  at  it.  It  depends  entirely  upon  the  fissures  running 
through  the  bore  hole. 

10046.  You  might  not  hit  upon  fissures  of  any  magnitude  with  your  pipe? — We 
might  not,  but  in  all  the  boring  which  I  have  done  I  can  only  recall  two  failures.  In 
every  other  case  the  boring  has  yielded  large  supplies. 

10047.  Supposing  we  wanted  a  supply  of  1,000,000  gallons  of  water  per  diem, 
how  should  we  go  about  the  work  to  secure  it  by  boring  ? — I  would  not  expect  to 
secure  it  out  of  one  hole,  but  I  would  have  a  hole  put  down  for  prospecting  purposes, 
and,  If  I  got  indications  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water,  I  would  have  a  shaft  sunk 
and  then  a  tunnel  driven  along  the  hard  rock  to  intercept  all  the  water  flowing  in  that 
direction. 

10048.  Would  not  that  be  a  very  costly  affair  ?—  I  do  not  think  so  in  comparison 
with  the  other  schemes  which  are  now  in  progress  for  a  water  supply. 

10049.  You  would  sink  a  shaft,  say,  200  feet  deep,  and  then  drive  a  tunnel  for  a 
considerable  distance  ? — Yes. 

10050.  Chairman .]  That  would  be  like  mining  ;  would  it  not  be  very  costly?  — 

I  suppose  a  shaft  could  be  sunk  for  an  average  of  £3  or  £4  per  foot. 

10051.  Mr.  Gurney .]  That  would  be,  say,  £800  for  the  200  feet  ? — Yes. 

10052.  And  then  how  much  would  you  spend  on  your  tunnel? — Even  supposing 
that  £8,000  was  spent,  what  does  it  amount  to  compared  with  the  cost  of  the  schemes 
which  are  now  before  the  Commission  ? 

10053.  Dr.  Anderson .]  You  think  that  from  that  one  shaft  and  tunnel  you 
would  be  able  to  get  1,000,000  gallons  of  water  per  diem  ? — My  opinion  is  that  you 
would  get  a  great  deal  more  than  that. 

10054.  What  locality  do  you  favour  for  your  operations? — I  favour  the  Newlands 

area. 

10055.  You  do  not  think  it  could  be  obtained  from  the  Cape  Town  area  ? — I  do 
not  think  that  the  water  would  be  so  good  as  the  Newlands  water.  We  know  that  the 
water  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Woodstock  is  slightly  saline,  although  they  do  use  it 
for  domestic  purposes. 

10056.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  cores  obtained  in  your  boring  ? — 

Clay  slate. 

10057.  Is  that  called  the  Malmesbury  bed  ? — Yes,  it  is  practically  the  Malmes¬ 
bury  bed. 

Henry  Beard  examined. 


10058.  Chairman .]  You  are  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  of  Claremont  and 
reside  in  that  Municipality? — Yes. 

10059.  You  were  formerly  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Colony  ? 
— Yes. 

10060.  And  you  are  a  merchant  in  Cape  Town  ? — Yes. 

10061.  You  have,  no  doubt,  some  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  Liesheek  Municipality  broke  up  ? — Yes ;  and  I  also  had  a  little  to  do  with  the 
genesis  of  it.  I  was  one  of  a  small  Commission  which  was  appointed  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  enquire  into  the  question  of  the  establishment  of  the  Municipality.  As  perhaps 
you  will  remember,  in  1881,  the  Scanlen  Government  passed  a  Bill  for  Village  Manage¬ 
ment,  and  in  the  following  year  they  passed  a  general  Act  now  in  force  for  Municipalities. 
Iney  tlien  issued  a  small  Commission  of  a  few  members  to  consider  the  question  of  a 
Municipality  for  the  suburbs.  The  Village  Management  Boards,  I  think,  had  been 
created  just  before  that — at  anyrate,  it  was  a  very  short  time  that  they  had  been  in 
operation.  The  Commission  to  which  T  allude  consisted  ot  Sir  Richard  Southey,  Mr. 
Farmer,  Mr.  Fuller,  Mr.  Vintcent  and  myself — I  think  that  was  all.  We  considered 
t  .e  question  before  there  had  been  much  working  of  the  Village  Management  Act,  and 
then  the  only  question  that  we  discussed,  evon  in  Committee,  was  whether  there  should 
bo  one  or  two  Municipalities,  and  we  unanimously  decided  in  recommending  one  only. 

10062.  What  about  Cape  Town  ? — I  am  speaking  entirely  of  the  suburbs. 
Unfortunately  this  Village  Management  Act,  or  certain  Committees  appointed  by  the 
Government  in  consequence  of  a  desire  for  them  having  grown  very  strong. 
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having  started  working,  it  led  to  something  like  an  effort  towards 
Local  Government  of  a  restricted  kind,  and  the  popular  feeling  was  very  much 
opposed  to  giving  up  these  small  local  committees.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  feeling 
on  the  question,  and  when  the  election  came  for  the  larger  Municipality  I  believe  I 
stood  and  was  ousted,  and  members  who  Avere  in  favour  of  the  Village  Management 
idea  were  elected.  The  result  was  that  the  Liesbeek  Municipal  Council,  as  elected, 
were  entirely  in  favour  of  these  restricted  areas,  and  they  determined  that  they  would 
work  it  in  that  way.  I  mention  this  because  I  see  that  it  bas  been  stated  that  the 
Liesbeek  Municipality  was  created  and  worked  as  one  large  Municipality,  whereas, 
practically,  it  never  did.  The  Council  divided  themselves  into  Committees  for  each 
neighbourhood,  and  worked  the  area  upon  that  principle,  although  under  the  name  of 
one  Municipality.  I  think  it  is  most  important  that  I  .should  say  this  because  the 
Liesbeek  Municipality  has  been  referrred  to  as  an  experience  of  a  large  Municipality 
for  the  suburbs  which  has  been  tried  and  departed  from.  Subsequently  another  Govern¬ 
ment,  under,  I  believe,  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Upington,  acceded  to  the  popular  demand 
and  established  the  present  Municipalities. 

10063.  At  one  time  Wynberg,  Claremont,  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  were 
united  F  —  Nominally  ;  but  there  never  was  the  working  as  of  one  Municipality.  The 
Council  was  worked  by  those  who  had  been  elected  from  amongst  the  number  of  those 
opposed  to  one  Municipality,  and  they  worked  the  area  as  separate  Municipalities  under 
the  names  of  Committees,  and  then  they  met  in  Council  and  there  confirmed  every¬ 
thing  that  had  been  done  by  the  Committees. 

10064.  Again,  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  were  at  one  time  united  and  formed  a 
Liesbeek  Municipality,  did  they  not  F — Yes,  but  subsequently  it  was  again  divided  into 
Rondebosch  and  Mowbray,  and  then  there  was  a  strong  feeling  that  Newlands  should 
be  divided  from  Claremont.  I  suppose,  had  that  been  done,  the  feeling  might  have 
gone  on  until  division  had  taken  place  ad  infinitum,  if  encouragement  had  been  given 
to  it. 

10065.  Can  you  tell  us  when  any  combined  movement  for  drainage  and  water 
purposes  was  first  made  in  the  suburbs  F — In  1 892  a  good  deal  of  feeling  was  aroused 
as  regards  the  necessity  for  some  large  scheme.  The  various  Councils  were  agitated  in 
the  matter  and  brought  it  before  the  Government,  and  then  the  Attorney-General, 
now  Sir  James  Ross-Innes,  prepared  a  Bill  which  he  submitted  to  us  before  the  Session 
of  Parliament.  We  went  into  it  very  fully  and  offered  many  suggestions  to  him.  He 
considered  the  matter  fully  with  us.  It  was  a  long  Bill  which  he  drafted,  and  its 
purpose  was  primarily  to  deal  with  drainage,  but  also  to  give  powers  for  water  and 
some  other  things,  such  as  preservation  of  tli9  mountain  against  fires,  &e. 

10066.  Did  that  Bill  come  into  the  House  F — No,  it  was  never  introduced.  I 
forget  exactly  the  circumstances,  but  I  do  not  think  that  it  was  ever  introduced.  In 
fact,  I  am  almost  sure  it  was  not.  I  have  a  copy  of  the  Bill. 

10067.  Can  you  let  us  have  that  copy  F — Yes,  I  will  do  so. 

10068.  Was  it  contemplated  to  create  a  Board  F — Yes,  a  Board  of  eleven  mem¬ 
bers,  I  think,  speaking  from  memory.  Of  these  eleven,  four  were  to  be  representatives 
of  the  four  Municipal  Councils  affected,  and  four  were  to  be  elected  by  the 
Municipalities. 

10069.  Do  you  mean  by  the  ratepayers  direct  F — Yes.  In  addition  to  those 

eight,  three  members  were  to  be  Government  nominees. 

10070.  Can  you  remember  the  reason  why  the  Bill  was  not  introduced  F — I  can¬ 
not  remember  at  this  moment.  I  do  not  think  it  was  entirely  upon  the  merits  of  the 
question.  It  was,  I  rather  fancy,  owing  to  the  political  exigencies  of  the  Session. 

10071.  The  four  Municipalities  were  agreed  as  to  the  desirability  of  having  a 
Board  for  such  purposes  F — I  think  they  were.  The  Claremont  Council,  to  which  I 
belonged,  was  strongly  in  favour  of  the  proposal.  I  remember  that  we  spent  a  good 
deal  of  time  and  trouble  over  it,  and  I  understood  that  all  the  other  Councils  were 
equally  in  favour  of  it. 

10072.  Eventually  you  got  a  Water  Board  for  the  Municipalities  later  on  F — Yes  ; 
very  recently,  but  that  seems  to  be  decidedly  a  poor  substitute  for  Sir  James  Rose 
Innes’  proposed  Bill  ;  because  in  the  first  Bill  which  was  proposed  there  were  full 
rating  powers  given.  It  was  independent  of  the  Councils  in  its  action.  It  seems  to 
me  that  a  most  fan1  ty  principle  has  been  adopted  in  the  recent  Water  Bill,  because 
you  have  the  one  body  carrying  on  the  work  whilst  other  bodies  have  to  levy  the  rates 
and  supply  the  sinews  of  war.  The  body  that  knows  of  the  necessity  for  the  payments 
has  not  the  power  unless  it  is  devolved  upon  it,  which  has  not  been  done  by  the  Councils. 
The  Councils  on  the  other  hand  have,  as  bodies,  no  sufficient  knowledge  of  what  is  going 
on.  It  seems  a  most  vicious  principle  to  divorce  responsibility  from  power  in  that  way. 
I,  for  one,  as  a  member  of  the  Claremont  Council,  have  not  sat  on  that  Water  Board, 
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and  have  not  much  knowledge  of  it,  because  I  was  away  at  the  time  at  which  it  was 
started,  and  I  have  only  a  short  time  l'eturned,  and  I  do  not  expect  to  continue  in  the 
Claremont  Council,  so  that  I  have  not  taken  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  details,  and 
cannot  speak  confidently  upon  them.  Still  for  the  last  two  years  that  I  have  been  iu 
the  Claremont  Council  I  have  been  convinced  that  nothing  more  unfortunate  in  the 
way  of  relations  could  very  well  have  been  planned.  I  do  not  say  that  the  relations 
have  been  bad — although  there  has  been  some  friction,  naturally,  in  connection  with 
the  supplies  of  water  which  are  distributed  over  the  Municipal  areas  as  the  Board 
thinks  fit — but  the  ratepayers  have  no  voice  in  the  affairs,  and  the  Water  Board  has  to 
go  to  the  Councils  to  obtain  guarantees  for  its  loans  and  in  other  financial  matters, 
in  addition  to  authority  for  powers  that  it  has  not  now  got.  When  these  things  have 
come  before  the  Claremont  Council  I  have  given  a  blind  vote  as  I  have  said  at  the  time. 

10073.  In  your  term  as  a  Councillor  has  an  appeal  been  made  to  the  Council  to 
sanction  advances  of  money  for  the  Water  Board  ? — Sanction  was  asked  for  an  over¬ 
draft  at  the  Standard  Bank,  which  was  in  existence  when  I  entered  office,  and  subse¬ 
quently  there  has  been  some  modification  of  it  required.  On  that  occasion  I  said  that 
I  could  express  no  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  thing,  because  I  had  no  sufficient 
information.  All  I  could  do  was  to  endorse  what  our  representatives  had  done. 

10074.  You  take  it  that  your  Council  is  directly  liable  to  the  Standard  Bank  for 
the  sum  of  money  spent  in  respect  of  the  work  done  by  the  Water  Board  ? — Bor  its 
share  only. 

10075.  Not  jointly  and  severally  liable  for  the  whole  of  the  loan?— I  do  not  think 
severally  liable  for  the  whole  loan  because,  under  the  Act  of  Parliament,  which  the 
Standard  Bank  or  any  borrower  may  see,  it  is  distinctly  stated  that  the  liability  should 
be  distributed,  and  it  would  therefore  be  for  our  proportion  that  we  would  be  liable. 

10076.  The  money  is  raised  and  spent  without  the  individual  Councils  being 
consulted.  Is  that  one  of  the  grounds  upon  which  you  complain  about  the  relationships 
between  the  bodies? — The  Water  Works  Board,  under  its  constitution,  is  quite  within 
its  rights  in  proceeding  in  its  duties  to  carry  out  works  and  incur  liabilities.  There  are 
two  representatives  from  each  Council  on  the  Board,  and  therefore  the  Councils  are 
committed  to  what  is  done.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  working  having  been  less  satis¬ 
factory  than  might  have  been  expected  from  the  Legislation,  but  the  Bill  itself  seems 
to  be  most  faulty  in  that  principle. 

10077.  The  Water  Board  is  building  a  reservoir  in  the  Newlands  portion  of  the 
Claremont  Municipality  at  the  present  time,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

10078,  Was  the  sanction  of  the  Town  Council  of  Claremont  given  to  that  work? 
— Through  its  representatives,  otherwise  I  do  not  think  that  the  matter  was  ever  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Town  Council.  I  speak  on  these  points  with  a  little  diffidence,  because 
we  had  a  very  good  representative,  who  had  been  associated  with  the  un  lertaking  since 
it  has  been  taken  over,  aud  the  details  were  many,  and  I  never  fully  acquainted 
myself  with  them,  partly  because  I  felt  convinced  that  we  were  worthily  represented. 

10079.  The  reservoir  has  beeu  started  within  the  last  couple  of  years,  has  it  not  ? 
— Yes  ;  I  do  not  know  what  may  have  been  the  plan  before  that,  but  I  do  not  think 
that  the  matter  has  come  before  me  on  the  Town  Council,  and  I  attend  pretty 
regularly. 

10080.  It  seems  an  anomalous  state  of  affairs  that  the  Board  should  go  in  for  a 
large  work  of  that  kind,  and  one  which  may  be  attended  with  some  risk  and  possibility 
of  inconvenience  to  the  residents,  without  consulting  the  Municipality  in  whose  area  it 
is  placed  ? — That  is  the  fault  that  1  find  with  the  Bill. 

10081.  Dr.  Gregory.']  But  is  it  not  contrary  to  the  Act  if  they  have  done  so  ? — No  ; 
I  speak  subject  to  correction,  but  it  says  that  information  shall  be  laid  before  the 
various  Councils,  and  this  information  is  laid  before  the  Councils  in  the  shape  of  minutes 
and  accounts. 

10082.  But  section  2  says  : — “  The  said  Councils  shall,  when  it  becomes  necessary 
or  expedient  so  to  do,  have  full  power  and  authority,  actiug  jointly,  from  to  time  to 
take  all  necessary  steps  to  augment  the  water  supply  of  the  districts.” — They  have 
referred  to  us  in  these  matters.  For  instance,  in  the  matter  of  the  Steenbras  or  the 
Oliphant’s  Iloek  schemes  they  have  referred  to  us,  giving  us  full  information  and 
stating  that  they  were  ready  to  take  oiu’  opinion.  We  have  been  acting  through  our 
representatives,  and  therefore  “  acting  jointly  ”  might  b ;  considered  to  be  covered  qv 
the  acts  of  our  representatives.  1  am  making  no  charge  against  the  Water  B  ard  that 
they  have  not  acted  according  to  the  law.  The  whole  gist  of  my  objection  is  to  the 
principles  laid  down  in  the  Bill. 

10083.  Chairman. J  After  the  Board  was  brought  into  existence  they  obtained 
consent  to  an  advance  of  £300,000,  of  which  £220,000  was  used  to  pay  out  the  old 
Water  Company,  aud  then,  having  obtaiued  £75,000  credit  thev  did  not  consider  it 
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necessary  to  appeal  to  the  Counoils  again.  Now  you  bring  out  a  new  point,  that  in 
addition  to  their  not  appealing  to  the  various  Councils  for  authority  to  spend  the  money 
they  do  not  appear  to  have  made  any  direct  reference  to  the  Town  Council  of 
Claremont  for  leave  to  put  their  new  reservoir  there  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  Of 
course  I  should  say  that  Mr.  Bisset  was  chairman  of  the  Board  and  also  Mayor  of 
Claremont,  and  he  was  fully  acquainted  with  the  faots,  whilst  I  was  not,  although  I  had 
to  do  with  the  original  contract,  having  introduced  the  money  questions,  as  for  instance 
the  power  of  purchase.  Yet  the  whole  of  this  matter  I  have  not  dealt  with,  so  that 
perhaps,  on  that  point,  my  evidence  will  not  he  sufficiently  reliable. 

10084,  In  Claremont,  have  you  much  trouble  with  the  Divisional  Council  in  the 
matter  of  main  and  divisional  roads  ? — There  has  always  been  friction.  For  instance,  £ 
a  thing  occurred,  when  I  was  formerly  in  the  chair,  with  reference  to  the  width  of  the 
main  road.  The  Divisional  Council  wanted  to  have  only  30  feet  of  width  to  maintain 
as  the  main  road  between  Cape  Town  and  Simonstown.  We  urged  that  wherever 
it  could  be  made  wider  it  should  be  made  wider.  We  brought  the  matter 
before  the  Government  that  they  should  have  it  made  wider.  Our  proposal 
was  at  one  time  adopted,  but  the  Government  refused  their  consent.  At  last,  however, 
they  gave  their  consent  to  a  30  foot  road.  I  need  not  point  out  to  this  Commission  the 
inadequacy  of  such  a  width  to  that  road.  In  some  cases  it  would  have  been  very 
expensive  indeed  to  have  made  it  wider,  but  we  pressed  upon  them  to  make  it  wider 
where  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  but  they  declined. 

10083.  Your  Council  would  be  in  favour  of  taking  over  the  maintenance  of  the 
main  and  divisional  roads  that  pass  through  the  Municipality  ? — Certainly.  I 
noticed  a  remark  made  by  one  of  the  witnesses  before  this  Commission 
— I  believe  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Divisional  Council — to  the  effect  that 
Claremont  had  been  offered  the  right  to  maintain  its  own  roads  but  had  declined. 

I  never  heard  of  such  an  offer.  Of  course,  I  have  been  out  of  office  at  different  times, 
but  I  asked  one  or  two  of  our  Councillors  and  no  one  ever  remembered  such  an  offer 
having  been  made.  We  have  always  been  in  favour  of  doing  it. 

10086.  In  addition  to  that  you  would  be  in  favour  of  giving  a  contribution 
towards  the  up-keep  of  the  roads  outside  the  Municipality  ? — 1  think  it  is  only  reason¬ 
able  if  the  rates  are  removed,  that  we  should  assist  in  maintaining  the  outside  roads. 

We  are  served  by  those  roads  and  our  trade  is  advantaged  by  them. 

10087.  Do  you  see  any  disability  under  which  the  small  suburban  Municipalities 
labour  as  far  as  meeting  the  requirements  of  Municipalities  in  accordance  with  modern 
views  are  concerned  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  is  generally  felt  that  small  bodies  like  those 
existing  cannot  have  officers  nf  the  same  standing,  as  a  rule,  that  large  Municipalities 
have.  They  would  not  be  justified  in  the  expense  of  keeping,  for  instance,  an  engineer 
of  the  standing  that  a  large  Municipality  would  be  justified  in  having.  In  conse¬ 
quence  of  that  many  works  are  carried  out  with  insufficient  information  or  are  post¬ 
poned  in  consequence.  Cautious  Councillors,  like  myself,  do  not  like  to  go  into  works 
of  any  magnitude  without  full  knowledge  of  what  is  required,  and  without  knowing 
that  fhere  is  sufficient  skill  to  complete  them  properly. 

10088.  Asa  corollary  from  that,  does  it  not  follow  that  Municipal  Councillors 
often  engage  themselves  in  work  which  is  outside  the  usual  range  of  a  Councillor’s 
duty  ? — That  is  not  uncommon.  We  are  rather  inclined  in  the  Colony  to  imagine 
ourselves  qualified  for  everything,  and  this  rather  fosters  the  spirit. 

10089.  And  that  tends  to  bring  the  ordinary  Councillor  into  some  sort  of  disrepute  t 

with  the  ratepayer  ? — Yes,  occasionally,  and,  more  often  it  leads  to  unsatisfactory 
work.  In  our  Council  at  present  we  have  some  very  efficient  officers,  and  they  are 
doing  their  work  very  well,  but  in  the  past  it  has  been  to  me  a  very  serious  question 
when,  for  instance,  we  have  had  the  subject  of  making  a  good-sized  bridge  before  us, 
whether  we  ought  not  to  get  in  tome  good  consulting  engineer.  I  must  say  that  we 
have  generally  been  fortunate  in  having  an  engineer  as  a  member  of  the  Council. 

10090.  Is  there  a  tendency  for  one  particular  class  of  professional  or  business  men 
to  get  into  the  Council  ? — No  ;  I  do  not  think  that  there  is,  but  there  has  been  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  inducing  men  of  large  business  experience  who  might  have 
leisure,  or  men  most  qualified  to  fill  the  position  of  Councillor,  to  take  office. 

I  know  that  in  Claremont  I  have  again  and  again  urged  such  men  to  take 
office  until  one  has  almost  become  hopeless  of  inducing  the  right  man  to  come  forward. 

I  do  not  forget  that  there  should  be  representatives  of  all  classes  upon  the  Council,  but, 
as  things  are,  the  Council  tends  to  be  formed  of  those  with  very  limited  experience  in 
the  management  of  large  undertakings. 

10091.  Is  there  no  particular  reason  for  that? — To  many  men  living  in  the 
villages  who  have  much  to  do  with  the  affairs  of  the  Municipality,  there  is  a  certain 
interest,  and  a  little  personal  vanity,  that  there  is  not  amongst  men  of  larger  interests, 
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and  having  more  work  of  their  own  to  do.  Perhaps  also  it  comes  home  to  some  a  little 
more  to  have  their  little  affairs  looked  after  in  the  way  that  they  wish. 

10092.  It  has  been  hinted  in  some  quarters  that  there  is  a  strong  tendency  for  the 
local  builders  to  get  on  the  suburban  Councils  ? — I  have  known  some  certainly, 
both  in  Cape  Town  and  the  suburban  Municipalities,  but  I  would  rather  put  it 
down  as  the  reason  that  it  is  the  matter  of  their  being  continually  brought  into  con¬ 
tact  with  the  Municipalities  in  their  work  in  a  way  which  perhaps  most  others  are  not. 
They  are,  too,  of  a  class  more  likely  if  a  man  is  intelligent  and  gets  on  in  his  trade  to 
wish  to  take  an  interest  in  such  things.  He  finds  that  rules  for  building  and  all  that 
concerns  sanitary  arrangements,  and  various  other  parts  of  the  Municipal  work,  touch 
him  and  his  trade,  and  he  is  therefore  led  to  see  more  of  the  work,  and  to  become  some¬ 
what  anxious  to  influence  it.  I  would  rather  put  it  to  that  than  to  any  unworthy 
motive  that  he  becomes  a  member  of  the  Council. 

10093.  So  that  the  critics  of  that  kind  of  man  may  overlook  their  value  as 
Municipal  Councillors,  and  look  on  the  point  of  view  that  their  personal  interests  may 
be  the  cause  of  taking  office  rather  thau  public  spirit  ? — It  is  usual  to  look  at 
such  things  from  the  sordid  point  of  view,  and  it  is  rather  a  short-sighted  view. 
It  is  wrong  to  say  that  everyone  is  actuated  by  what  touches  his  own  pocket.  I  have 
known  a  good  many  of  this  class  of  men,  necessarily  from  the  business  I  carry  on,  and 
I  will  say  that  tbeie  have  been  some  very  good  men  on  the  Cape  Town  Municipality 
who  were  builders.  But  they,  like  others,  should  be  representative  of  certain  interests 
in  the  town.  A  good  builder  or  two  are  most  valuable  members  of  a  Municipal 
Council.  It  may  be  that  there  are  matters  of  rules  and  regulations  which  they  smart 
under  and  think  very  unreasonable,  and  which  very  often  are  unreasonable,  but  it  is 
also  very  well  to  have,  on  the  other  side,  some  sanitary  authority  who  strives  to  carry 
rigid  rules,  and  then,  between  the  two,  you  may  knock  out  some  very  reasonable  rules. 

10094.  Generally  speaking,  does  not  the  Municipal  staff — the  working  officers — 
suffer  from  the  smallness  of  the  Municipality  ? — Taking  them  generally,  at  present, 
you  get  a  decidedly  inferior  class  of  man,  but  sometimes  you  get  very  good  men,  and 
I  speak  with  some  little  experience. 

10095.  And  does  not  this  inferiority  in  the  staff  often  lead  to  the  Councillors 
themselves  having  to  do,  or  voluntarily  offering  to  do,  work  which  should  be  really 
done  by  the  Municipal  officers  ? — Yes,  that  has  been  much  the  case  in  the  past.  I 
myself  have  occupied  the  chair  twice  on  different  occasions  in  the  Claremont  Munici¬ 
pality,  and  then  really  it  seemed  that  one  had  to  give  a  large  portion  of  one’s  time  in 
doing  what  was  the  work  of  the  executive  officers.  Then  there  is  another  illustration 
in  our  late  Mayor,  Mr.  Bissett,  who,  being  an  engineer  and  a  man  of  leisure,  practically 
was  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  Council. 

10096.  With  reference  to  the  valuations  as  carried  out  by  the  Municipalities  ; 

have  you  any  remarks  to  offer  as  to  the  method  of  valuing,  and  as  to  the  principle  of 

having  a  Court  to  hear  objections  ? — There  have  been  some  very  recent  illustrations 
bearing  upon  that  subject,  which  have  perhaps  brought  it  home  to  me  some¬ 
what  forcibly.  I  found  myself,  the  other  day,  served  with  a  notice  of  valuation  for  a 
very  large  amount,  something  like  six  times  that  which  had  been  the  valuation  before. 

I  at  once  guessed  that  this  was  based  upon  a  misunderstanding.  A  portion  of  my 
property  being  in  Wynberg  and  a  larger  portion  in  Claremont,  they  have 
valued  the  whole  for  Wynberg.  I  mention  tt  is  as  shewing  the  manner  of  valuing 
properties  without  any  questions  being  asked  or  sufficient  information  being  obtained. 
On  the  other  hand  I  received  a  notice  the  other  day  from  the  Muizenberg 
Municipality  which  seemed  to  be  in  a  more  sensible  direction.  They 

wrote  asking  several  particulars  in  reference  to  my  property.  I  think  they 

asked  me  what  I  considered  the  value  of  the  property,  and  I  consider  that  such  a  course  is 
far  better  than  that  the  valuation  should  be  made,  as  it  often  is,  by  a  successful  tenderer, 
in  which  the  Municipality  have  been  guided  to  their  choice  of  the  man  more  by  the 
fact  of  his  being  the  lowest  tenderer  than  by  knowledge  of  his  capabilities.  That  man 
must  go  around  and,  in  spite  of  dogs  and  other  objections,  get  what  information  he 
can,  and  then  having  settled  in  his  own  mind,  more  or  less  I  think  by  rule  of  thumb, 
the  value,  he  affixes  it  for  the  time,  and  the  only  mode  of  alteration  is  to  appeal  to  the 
Councillors  sitting  as  a  Valuation  Court.  I  have  been  a  member  of  our  Valuation 
Court,  although  I  objected  to  sit  and  vote  upon  the  values  which  were  put  before  me, 
because  I  did  not  consider  myself  competent  to  give  an  opinion.  It  seems  to  me  a 
matter  that  ought  to  be  treated  with  something  of  judicial  procedure.  It  is 
impossible  for  a  non-expert  in  the  matter  to  know  the  values,  in  the  first  place,  of 
property  generally,  and  in  the  next  place  of  any  particular  property.  Very  little 
evidence  is  taken,  and  he  has  practically  nothing  to  guide  him. 

10097.  Have  you  any  suggestions  for  improvements  which  might  be  made  in  the 
mode  of  valuing  properties  or  with  reference  to  the  Court  of  Objections  ? — There 
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should  be  valuators  appointed  more  permanently,  say  three  in  number,  and  some 
Board  should  be  constituted  of  men  with  sufficient  expert  judgment,  and  opportunity 
of  bringing  evidence  should  be  afforded. 

10098.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  what  we  may  call  general 
valuators  for  all  purposes,  to  consist  of  some  responsible  officers,  and  their 
valuations  to  hold  good  both  for  Municipal,  Divisional  and  other  purposes? — 
That  would  be  far  better.  It  does  not  matter  so  much  to  the  individual  generally,  if 
the  valuation  is  only  uniform,  what  the  actual  figure  is,  though  of  course  it  tends  to 
lead  Municipalities  to  spend  more  money  if  they  have  larger  sums  to  deal  with. 

10099.  M>\  Gurney.]  That  would  not  apply  to  the  matter  of  succession  duty? — 
No,  I  was  speaking  more  particularly  with  reference  to  rates. 

10 100.  Chairman.']  The  plan  that  exists  in  some  Colonies  of  having  a  Valuer- 
Greneral  who  keeps  general  reoord  of  these  things,  might  be  carried  out  with  success 
here,  do  you  not  think  ? — Yes,  and  I  would  suggest  that  it  is  a  very  unreasonable 
system  to  value  properties  simply  according  to  their  then  market  value,  although 
I  do  not  contend  that  that  is  uot  in  accordance  with  the  Act.  But  what 
I  mean  is,  that  a  valuation  is  taken  once  every  three  years,  and  remains  fixed 
for  three  years.  It  must  bear  hardly  upon  some  members  of  tli9  community 
who  are  dependent  upon  the  income  of  lands  and  houses  at  times. 
For  instance,  at  present  there  is  a  boom  and  the  valuation  is  taken,  but  it 
may  be  that  within  six  months  the  values  of  property  will  have  fallen  considerably  and 
yet  no  alteration  of  valuation  can  be  made  for  three  years.  Of  course,  the  values  might 
rise,  but  in  neither  case  is  the  system  an  equitable  one.  There  should  be  an  average 
taken,  as  is  done  for  the  Income  Tax,  an  average  over  a  period  of  three  years.  Again, 
the  principle  that  is  pursued  now  is  one  that  cannot  be  considered  a  just  one,  and  I  am 
of  opinion  it  might  be  resisted  in  a  clear  ease  in  a  Court  of  Law.  The  valuers  take  for 
valuation  whatever  amount  a  property  would  fetch  if  it  was  cut  up  and  sold  at  auction. 
It  is  well  known  that  many  properties,  if  cut  up  into  little  lots  of  50  feet  by  100  feet, 
might  fetch  some  hundreds  of  pounds  per  acre  more  than  would  be  the  value  of  the 
whole  estate  valued  as  a  whole.  But  it  is  not  being  put  into  the  market  at  the  time 
and  the  rating  is  for  you  upon  that  one  property,  you  residing  in  it.  You,  however, 
have  to  pay  on  that  property  as  if  it  was  cut  up  into  lots.  That  is  the  source  of  a 
go  ;d  deal  of  the  irritation  that  exists. 

1010 1.  Is  there  anything  you  can  say  to  the  Commission  with  reference  to  the 
borrowing  powers  of  the  Municipalities? — I  can  only  say  that  that,  as  well  as  the  rate 
of  taxation,  seems  to  be  practically  unlimited.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  a  great  many 
of  us  had  misread  a  certain  section  of  the  Act  for  years.  We  never  noticed  the  true 
state  of  the  case,  and  we  were  under  the  idea  that  there  was  a  limitation  to  2d.  in  the 
£  in  the  matter  of  rating. 

10102.  Do  you  mean  under  the  Municipal  Act  ? — Yes.  But  on  carefully 
re-reading  it,  only  lately,  I  saw  that  it  was  not.  A  Council  has  only  to  state  that 
it  is  going  to  levy  any  amount  of  rate,  and  no  objection  can  be  sustained  against 
it  except  by  a  majority  of  all  the  voters  on  the  roll  voting  against  it.  As  a  matter 
of  practice  it  is  well  known  that  it  is  hopeless  endeavouring  to  secure  a 
majority  of  all  the  voters  on  the  roll.  This  is  plainly  laid  down  with  regard  to 
loans  and  it  also  applies  to  any  excess  over  2d.  in  the  £  on  the  Owners’  rate  and  8d. 
in  the  £  on  the  Tenants’  rate.  Practically,  therefore,  a  Municipality  has  power  to 
keep  on  levying  any  amount  of  rates,  because  it  is  not  only  the  amount  of  the  rate,  but 
the  Act  also  says  that  the  rating  is  not  to  be  less  than  once  a  year,  so  that  I  suppose  it 
may  be  monthly  or  weekly.  Whether  it  is  a  misprint  or  not  I  cannot  undertake  to 
say,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  words  “more  than  ”  instead  of  “  less  than  ”  should 
have  been  used.  There  are  minor  details  with  regard  to  provisions  for  loans  which 
cannot  be  accurately  carried  out  in  practice  as  regards  the  mode  under  which  you  must 
raise  money.  I  merely  mention  that  as  suggesting  that  although  it  was  a  very  admir¬ 
able  Act  at  the  time  at  which  it  was  drawn,  the  Municipal  Act  should  be  now  altered 
in  the  light  of  further  experience. 

1010-3.  Have  you  thought  at  all  upon  the  point  of  what  would  be  well  to  do  in 
connection  with  suburban  Municipalities,  in  the  matter  of  amalgamation,  and  of  their 
relations  to  Cape  Town  ? — Yes,  I  have  given  some  thought  to  it.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Commission  would  care  to  see  a  speech  which  I  made  on  winding  up  a 
year  of  office  at  Claremont.  I  have  a  copy  of  it.  It  expresses  rather  my  idea  in  the 
light  of  some  experience  which  I  had  had  at  that  time — now  nine  years  ago. 

10104.  Does  it  deal  with  amalgamation? — It  did,  but  I  should  like  to  modify  my 
views  somewhat.  I  pointed  out  the  difficulties  that  had  arisen  and  the  necessity  of 
retaining  the  idea  of  the  Liesbeek  Municipality.  While  |I  thought  it  was  a  great 
pity  that  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  should  be  broken  up,  and  I  believe  it 


485 


would  liave  been  working  now  far  more  satisfactorily  than  the  present  Mr 

system,  still,  circumstances  have  altered  considerably.  A  certain  local  interest  _ cm 

has  sprung  up  and  great  extension  has  taken  place,  so  that  I  think  28th  May,  1902 

it  would  be  a  mistake  too  quickly  to  endeavour  to  bring  the  whole 

into  one.  I  take  it  that  with  Municipal  working  it  is  important  that  the  area  should 

be  sufficiently  limited  for  all  the  members  of  the  Council  to  be  more  or  less  acquainted 

with  it  all.  There  has  been  great  extension,  you  know,  on  the  Flats  and  in  various 

other  directions,  and  it  promises  to  extend  still  more.  Large  properties  upon  the 

Mountain  side  are  being  cut  up,  so  that  while  it  seems  desirable  to  draw  together  some 

of  the  Municipalities,  it  might  be  wise  to  do  it  gradually. 

10105.  What  would  you  propose  in  the  matter  of  an  amalgamation  ? — As  far  as  I 
can  judge,  there  is  considerable  willingness  to  combine  Claremont,  Rondeboseh  and 
Mowbray.  That  gives  such  an  area  as,  I  think,  would  be  a  reasonable  one 
for  a  Municipality,  extending  as  it  does  some  three  or  four  miles  along  the 
main  road.  I  think  that  they  might  be  combined  in  one  Municipality.  Wynberg, 
again,  has  always  adopted  the  policy  of  being  independent.  It  has  been  independent 
in  its  water  system,  in  its  drainage  system  and  in  other  ways,  and  it  has  always  carried 
out  its  works  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  manner.  I  believe  that  there  would  be  a  strong 
objection,  not  only  amongst  the  Municipal  Councillors  but  amongst  the  ratepayers 
generally  within  the  Municipality,  to  combining  with  any  other  authority,  although  at 
tbe  same  time  I  think  that  a  large  number  of  the  people  would  not  have  any  active 
feeling  against  anything  of  that  sort. 

10106.  You  mean  that  they  would  not  strenuously  oppose  it? — No,  they  would 

not. 

10107.  And  then  coming  in  the  direction  of  Cape  Town  ? — It  seems  to  me  that 
the  natural  features  rather  lend  themselves  to  that  division  of  which  I  have  spoken, 
and  then  to  Woodstock  falling  in  with  Cape  Town  in  some  way.  After 
all,  Woodstook  added  to  Cape  Town  does  not  make  such  a  large 
Municipality  as  towns  go  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  while  there 
has  sprung  up  a  strong  local  interest  at  Woodstock,  which  one  would  be  sorry  to  dis¬ 
courage,  I  think  it  would  be  wiser,  as  circumstances  now  are,  for  Woodstock  to  be 
joined  to  Cape  Town.  It  is  more  intimately  connected  with  Cape  Town,  and,  as  a 
town,  is  more  of  a  similar  character  to  it  than  some  of  the  others. 

10108.  And  with  regard  to  Sea  Point  ? — Sea  Point  is  already  partially  connected 
with  Cape  Town  in  the  matter  of  water  and  other  arrangements,  and  I  think  that  it 
also  might  be  joined  to  the  Cape  Town  Municipality. 

10109.  There  seems  to  be  a  more  decided  objection  ou  the  part  of  the  people  of 
Woodstock  to  amalgamate  with  Cape  Town  than  there  is  on  the  part  of  Wynberg  to 
amalgamate  with  Claremont  ? — Yes ;  and  the  same  applies  to  Sea  Point.  Both  Sea 
Point  and  Woodstock  are  managed  very  well,  and  it  might  be  unwise  to  press 
amalgamation  against  a  very  strong  and  general  feeliug.  I  feel  that,  in  all  these 
matters,  when  you  have  made  mistakes  you  cannot  go  back  and  settle  them  by 
authority.  You  must  bow  to  a  certain  expression  of  opinion,  because  the  great  thing 
to  cherish  is  a  sufficient  interest  in  Municipal  administration  which  is,  as  a  continuous 
force,  so  sadly  lacking  amongst  us. 

10110.  You  are  not  disposed  to  agree  with  the  argument  that  the  longer  you  put 
off  union  the  more  difficult  it  will  be  to  bring  it  about  ? — I  think  that  if  you  began 
with  some  such  union  as  I  propose,  it  might,  possibly,  spread.  When  I  first  entered  the 
Council  of  Claremont  there  was  a  coutiuual  feeling  of  alienation  from  Rondeboseh.  It 
might  have  been  as  though  we  were  two  small  Creek  cities.  As  soon  as  one  proposed 
a  thing  the  other  was  in  arms  against  it.  Then  the  object  which  I  set  before  myself, 
when  occupying  the  chair,  was  to  endeavour  to  draw  much  closer.  We  soon  began 
to  co-operate  a  good  deal  more — with  Rondeboseh  especially — and  when  I  left  the 
Municipal  Council  I  was  really  very  hopeful  of  a  voluntary  union,  with  the  prospect 
of  gradually  taking  in  Mowbray.  Our  Council  at  that  time  and  the  Mayor  and 
Council  of  Rondeboseh  were  very  much  disposed  towards  voluntary  union.  There  is 
no  great  distinction  between  the  three  Municipalities  of  Claremont,  Rondeboseh  and 
Mowbray.  They  are  on  a  long  line  of  road  that  has  been  cut  up  and  has  a  certain 
nomenclature  but  with  no  real  banders  between  the  Municipalities.  I  would  like  to  see 
with  reference  to  this,  if  you  cannot  have  this  combination  into  one  large  Council,  a 
Board  for  Water  and  Drainage  and  Main  Roads.  Those  three  things  being  so  related, 
all  works  affecting  them  are  so  interconnected  that  you  must  have  them  in  one  hand. 

10111.  How  would  this  Board  be  constituted? — I  should  think  some  such  con¬ 
stitution  as  that  provided  in  the  Bill  of  Mr.  Innes  would  be  a  reasonable  one,  although 
I  would  be  rather  jealous  of  such  a  number  of  Government  nominee  members.  It  is 
very  well  to  have  some  superintendence  by  Government — the  superintendence  of  such  a 
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body  as  the  Local  Government  Board,  for  instance.  That  is  the  check  on  authorities 
which  is  a  very  desirable  one,  acting  as  it  does  as  a  Court  of  Appeal,  in  addition  to  a 
check  on  expenditure.  But  I  should  be  very  jealous  of  continual  interference,  such  as 
would  be  brought  about  if  there  were  three  Government  nominees  on  a  Board  of 
eleven  members. 

10112.  Would  the  Board  you  suggest  have  representatives  from  Cape  Town  ? — No, 

Cape  Town  has  committed  itself  to  such  large  undertakings,  has  gone  in  so  largely  for 
water  supply  and  for  a  drainage  system,  that  you  must  be  content  to  allow  two  bodies 
in  the  Peninsula,  and  two  suoh  large  bodies  would  have  a  very  good  chance  of  working 
well  together. 

101  Pi.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ? — You  would  have  one  large  Board  repre-  e- 
seuting  the  suburbs,  and  you  would  have  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  as  the  other. 

Then  in  any  question  of  drainage  or  water  there  might  be  a  mutual  arrangement. 

10114.  How  would  Woodstock  come  in  ? — I  am  supposing  that  Woodstock  would 
be  united  with  Cape  Town. 

10 115.  But  it  has  no  large  works  ? — No  ;  but  Cape  Town  would  have  to  provide 
for  that  or  arrangements  would  have  to  be  come  to  with  the  other  Board. 

10116.  Does  not  that  upset  the  idea  of  getting  the  greatest  possible  benefit  from 
this  Board  ?  Does  it  not  point  rather  in  favour  of  an  amalgamation  of  all  the 
Municipalities  ? — I  am  afraid  that  if  you  had  a  union  of  all  the  Municipalities  at 
present  it  would  not  work,  although  it  might  be  a  desirable  thing  from  many  points  of 
view.  I  am  afraid  that,  taking  things  as  they  are  at  present,  it  would  not  work 
smoothly  for  a  time. 

10117.  Perhaps  not  for  a  time,  but,  as  you  yourself  found  with  reference  to 
Claremont  and  Rondebosch,  might  there  not  be  a  gradual  feeling  in  favour  of  unity 
cropping  up  ?  By  the  necessity  of  co-operation,  might  you  not  have  the  same  kindly 
feeling  developed  in  the  larger  Municipality? — It  was  just  on  account  of  that  that  I 
suggested  the  creation  of  two  bodies  with  the  view  of  getting  them  voluntarily  united 
later.  If  you  had  simply  to  tie  them  into  a  leash  perhaps  you  would  not  generate  that 
feeling,  but  only  perpetuate  their  differences. 

10118.  In  the  relationships  upon  a  Board  like  that  you  suggest,  how  would  you 
work  in  connection  with  the  loans  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  raise  ? — Do  you  mean 
with  reference  to  the  loans  which  may  have  existed  for  water. 

10119.  Yes. — I  think  that  the  Bonrd  must  assume  the  liability,  and  it  must  be 
distributed  over  the  whole  of  the  constituency.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  matter 
might  be  fairly  equalised  by  arbitration  between  the  different  localities,  or  if  it  was 
found  that  a  certain  loan  had  been  spent  largely  for  the  benefit  of  a  particular  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  not  very  generally  you  might  devote  some  new  loan  or  expenditure  to 
the  other  neighbourhoods  in  order  to  equalise  matters. 

10120.  Or  levy  a  special  assessment  on  that  neighbourhood  ? — You  might  do  that. 

But  in  any  large  area  you  have  to  take  a  more  or  less  broad  view  of  the  thing.  In  any 
large  Municipality  you  find  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  expenditure  has  been  in  one 
neighbourhood,  although  really  it  may  also  have  been,  more  or  less,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  others. 

10121.  Reverting  back  to  the  question  of  accounts,  are  you  satisfied  with  the 
methods  of  Municipal  book-keeping  or  do  you  think  that  any  further  audit  is  required 
than  that  now  done  by  the  Municipalities  themselves,  or  would  you  be  in  favour  of  a  « 

Government  audit  of  all  Municipal  accounts  ? — I  could  not  answer  generally  for  the 
others,  but  for  the  Municipality  with  which  I  have  been  connected,  I  should  be  quite 
satisfied  with  what  now  exists.  Still,  if  a  Local  Government  Board  existed  or  there 
were  some  special  branch  of  our  Government  that  had  to  deal  with  Municipal  accounts, 
it  should  have  some  control  of  the  auditing.  A  well  managed  Municipality,  however, 
ought  to  see  that  there  is  some  real  audit  of  its  accounts,  and  I  think  that  Claremont 
is  doing  that. 

10122.  The  necessity  of  a  Government  supervision  over  the  accounts,  or  a  Govern¬ 
ment  audit  becomes  more  desirable  now  that  all  the  Municipalities  are  having  the 
Government  more  than  ever  as  a  creditor? — Yes,  certainly.  The  Claremont  Munici¬ 
pality  has  of  late  taken  a  loan  from  the  Government. 

1012*3.  Outside  of  the  Municipalities  you  are  of  opinion  that  we  must  have  some 
local  authority  like  the  Divisional  Council  ? — Yes,  I  suppose  it  is  best  to  go  on  existing 
lines. 

10124.  The  general  principle  you  would  adopt  would  be  to  preserve  and  improve  ? 

— Yes ;  there  is  a  tendency  in  new  countries  like  ours,  which  becomes  more  and  more 
strong,  to  go  in  for  brand  new  constitutions.  It  is  not  altogether  a  desirable  tendency. 

10125.  You  would,  I  presume,  be  in  favour  of  giving  the  Divisional  Council 
increased  powers  especially  with  regard  to  sanitation  wherever  necessary  ?  —Yes,  such 
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went  just  outside  the  borders  of  Municipalities  to  esoape  the  sanitary  supervision  which  en'  1 
they  had  been  under  in  the  Municipalities.  28th  May,  1902. 

10126.  The  Divisional  Council  have  not  got  the  power  at  the  present  time  to  deal 
with  such  matters  ? — I  do  not  believe  that  they  have. 

10127.  And  they  should  be  given  somewhat  similar  power  to  that  possessed  by 
Municipalities  ?— Yes;  it  has  always  been  a  favourite  idea  of  mine  to  encourage  local 
government  as  much  as  possible,  aud  instead  of  doing  away  with  a  Board  which  per¬ 
haps  has  not  worked  satisfactorily  because  of  inadequate  powers,  1  would  throw  more 
responsibility  upon  it,  and,  with  sufficient  checks,  you  would  probably  make  it  a  better 
body.  People  only  get  fit  for  responsibility  and  increased  work  through  their  having 
that  work  given  them  to  do. 

10128.  Dr.  Gregory .]  I  have  a  question  to  put  with  regard  to  your  experience  on 
the  Liesbeek  Municipality  F — I  was  never  on  the  Council. 

10129.  But  you  had  experience  of  its  work ;  you  were  on  the  Commission  and  you 
also  watched  its  work  ? — Yes. 

10130.  From  your  experience  was  it  a  failure  more  owing  to  the  local 
jealousies  rather  than  to  intrinsic  defects  in  its  working? — It  was  a  predetermined  plan 
that  it  should  fail.  A  party  arose  that  opposed  such  men  as  myself,  who  had  been  in 
favour  of  one  combined  Municipality,  and  as  soon  as  the  Municipality  was  established 
this  party  endeavoured,  at  once,  to  put  their  own  representatives  on  to  the  Council. 

Certain  of  my  own  near  relations  were  on  the  other  side  opposed  to  me,  and  were 
elected  as  against  myself,  I  believe,  and  others,  who  represented  the  principle  of  a 
combined  Municipality.  I  know  that  it  was  the  intention  not  to  work  it  as  a  com¬ 
bined  whole,  but  rather  to  assimilate  it  to  the  conditions  which  had  previously  existed. 

They  got  onto  the  Council,  and  as  soon  as  they  met  they  divided  themselves  into  little 
committees  for  their  respective  areas,  and  then,  after  doing  all  the  business  in  that 
way,  they  met  in  Counoil  and  registered  what  had  been  done. 

10131.  The  failure  of  that  scheme  should  not  then  be  taken  as  a  criterion  of  what 
would  happen  in  the  future  from  any  scheme  of  amalgamation  ? — It  should  not  be 
quoted  as  experience,  because  there  has  been  no  experience  whatever  of  the  working  of 
a  combined  Municipality. 

10132.  Do  you  consider  that  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  Claremont  have 
been  neglected  in  not  compelling  the  Tramway  Company  to  widen  the  roads  before 
laying  down  their  lines  ?  Do  you  not  think  that  if  there  had  been  some  general 
Board  to  look  after  these  tramway  matters,  that  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  would 
have  been  better  protected  ? — I  cannot  say.  Unfortunately,  in  that  matter  of  the 
Tramway  concession  the  inhabitants  did  not  protect  themselves.  I  was  in  Parliament 
at  the  time,  and  I  was  one  of  a  very  small  minority  that  made  a  great  light  against  the 
Tramway  concession  as  it  was  proposed.  The  Cape  Town  Council,  hastily,  as  I  think, 
accepted  the  terms  of  the  Tramway  Company,  or  a  great  many  of  them,  and  when  it  came 
into  Parliament  I  know  that  the  Council  was  thankful  to  some  of  us  who  insisted  upon 
better  conditions  being  given,  and  who  secured  some  of  them.  Under  those  circumstances 
I  am  afraid  that  it  would  have  been  the  same  with  this  proposed  Board  under  similar  con¬ 
ditions.  So  with  regard  to  the  establishment  of  the  Water  Company.  I  was  then  a 
member  of  the  Council,  and  we  sat  night  after  night  to  fight  that  question,  and  we 
secured  what  we  wanted,  more  or  less.  But  as  it  was  first  brought  in,  it  would  have 
really  been  giving  everything  away.  For  instance,  I  got  those  conditions  of  purchase 
put  in. 
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THURSDAY,  29th  MAY,  1902. 


Present  : 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman). 

Dr.  A. 

Dr.  A. 


10133. 

10134.  You  reside  in  'Rondeboscli  ? — No,  in  Kenilworth. 

10135.  That  is  in  the  Municipality  of  Wynberg  ? — No  ;  in  the  Municipality  of 
Claremont. 

10136.  You  were  at  one  time  a  Councillor  of  the  Municipality  of  Claremont,  were 
you  not  ? — Yes,  for  about  five  years. 

10137.  When  did  you  cease  to  be  a  Councillor? — About  two  years  ago.  I  was' 
also  Mayor  of  Claremont  for  one  year,  that  was  during  1897-98. 

10138.  You  carry  on  business  in  Cape  Town  ? — I  represent  the  Union  Castle 
Steamship  Company  in  Cape  Town. 

10139.  Have  you  resided  in  any  other  parts  of  the  suburbs  except  Claremont? — 
Yes,  I  did  reside  at  Sea  Point  at  one  time,  but  that  was  about  fifteen  years  ago. 

10140.  Have  you  anything  to  say  as  to  the  supply  of  water  in  Claremont — have 
you  always  had  enough  for  your  requirements  ? — The  question  of  the  water  supply 
for  the  district  of  Claremont,  as  well  as  for  the  whole  of  the  Peninsula  Municipalities, 
has  been  before  the  different  Municipal  Councils,  as  you  are  aware,  for  some  time.  We 
have  barely  enough  water  for  our  requirements  at  the  present  time  ;  and  some  of  the 
Municipalities,  especially  Woodstock,  as  you  know,  are  short  of  their  requirements.  It 
is  one  of  the  questions  that  I  had  in  hand,  and  personally  took  a  great  interest  in, 
during  my  term  of  office  as  a  Councillor  of  the  Claremont  Municipality.  I  was  Mayor 
at  the  time  when  the  negotiations  were  commenced  with  reference  to  the  taking 
over  of  the  Water  Company.  And  the  necessity  of  dealing  with  the  water  supply  was 
borne  in  upon  us  because  we  could  not  get  any  further  with  our  drainage  scheme,  until 
we  were  assured  of  a  plentiful  water  supply. 

10141.  The  two  must  go  together  ? — Yes,  naturally  ;  the  drainage  scheme  requires 
at  least  30  gallons  of  water  per  head  per  day  before  it  could  be  undertaken.  The  first 
thing  we  did  was  to  acquire  the  local  supply ;  the  next  idea  was  to  augment  that 
supply.  And  my  idea  always  was  that  it  would  be  far  better  if  all  the  Municipalities 
in  the  Peninsula,  including  Cape  Town,  were  to  join  together  and  get  one  big  scheme 
which  would  serve  the  requirements  of  the  whole  Peninsula  for  at  lest  the  next  50  years. 
My  idea  was  to  look  ahead  sufficiently,  and  such  a  course  as  I  have  indicated  would  be 
better  than  for  each  Municipality,  or  even  for  a  group  or  groups  of  them,  to  have  their 
own  little  schemes.  A  big  united  scheme  would  be  far  better,  cheaper  and  more  satis¬ 
factory  for  the  general  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Peninsula.  Besides,  the  water 
supply  on  Table  Mountain  is  not  nearly  sufficient  for  Cape  Town — at  least,  it  won’t 
be  within  a  few  years — and  therefore  Cape  Town  itself  will  have  to  go  outside  the  local 
area  for  a  further  supply.  In  my  opinion,  it  will  be  far  better  for  all  to  join  in  one 
big  scheme. 

10142.  And  that  is  an  opinion  that  you  have  held  for  some  years? — Yes;  while 
I  was  a  Municipal  Councillor  I  always  worked  towards  that  object,  and  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  I  have  had  some  influence  in  bringing  round  to  my  views  some  who  were  rather 
inclined  to  take  a  very  parochial  view  of  the  matter.  And  not  only  do  I  advocate  the 
scheme  for  water  but  for  drainage  also. 

10143.  Then  it  would  be  your  view  that  the  present  segregation  of  the 
Municipalities  delays  and  hinders  movement  for  betterment  ? — Certainly.  My  idea  is 
that  we  should  do  away  altogether  with  the  Divisional  Council  within  the  Peninsula 
area  and  substitute  a  Board  of  Works,  or  some  such  body  as  the  County  Council  at 
Home,  and  to  have  that  body — such  as  I  have  indicated — to  deal  with  the  larger 
questions  affecting  the  whole  of  the  Peninsida  and  let  the  existing  Municipalities  deal 
with  the  smaller  matters,  such  as  street  cleaning  and  looking  after  the  passing  of  plans 
of  architects;  also  looking  after  wash-houses,  as  well  as  the  collection  of  dog  tax  and 
cab  licences  and  purely  local  matters  of  that  kind  ;  and  all  the  larger  matters,  such  as 
water  supply,  drainage,  construction  and  maintenance  of  roads,  fire  brigades,  and 
valuations  of  property  should  be  controlled  by  the  larger  Board. 


J.  Gregory. 
J.  Anderson. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 
Mr.  T.  Stewart. 


Mr.  Lachlan  MacLean  examined. 

Chairman.']  Your  full  name,  please,  Mr.  MacLean  ? — Lachlan  MaoLean. 
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10144.  Do  you  think  that  would  be  a  better  plan  than  amalgamating  the  limieo 

Municipalities  and  giving  the  greater  Council  tlie  necessary  powers  to  deal  vith  these  * _ 

matters? — Yes  ;  I  am  afraid  the  same  difficulty  which  arose  in  the  oase  of  the  Liesbeek  29tfc  May,  1902. 
Municipality  would  arise  again  if  the  local  bodies  had  no  outlet  for  their  energies  in 
the  shape  of  small  Town  Councils  with  power  to  spend  a  little  money  and  whose  duty 
it  would  be  to  look  after  the  local  affairs.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  local  jealousy. 

10145.  You  would  continue  the  Municipalities  as  a  sort  of  indulgence  ? — Some  of 
them  might  wish  to  go  together.  I  think  Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  and  Claremont 
would  readily  come  together,  but  I  find  that  there  is  an  objection  on  the  part  of  the 
other  Municipalities  to  join. 

10146.  Do  you  not  anticipate  that  in  this  larger  Council  we  should  see  the  same 
results  as  regards  the  jealousies  of  the  people  that  you  have  referred  to? — No,  I  don’t 
anticipate  that.  Each  Municipality  would  be  represented  on  the  larger  Board  and 
their  aspirations  would  be  dealt  with  in  that  way. 

10147.  We  have  evidence  from  some  witnesses  to  the  effeot  that  it  was  just  owing 
to  the  very  fact  that  the  representatives  of  the  various  areas  met  together  in  one 
Council  that  the  break-up  of  the  Liesbeek  Council  took  place.  Directly  anything  was  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  representatives  from  one  area  it  was  opposed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  by 
the  representatives  of  all  the  other  areas  ? — I  am  not  altogether  cognisant  of  what 
took  place  during  the  time  that  the  Liesbeek  Act  was  in  operation,  but,  if  the  system 
of  getting  estimates  from  the  local  bodies  were  carried  out,  and  the  larger  body  were 
to  provide  them  with  funds  to  expend  for  legitimate  purposes,  I  don’t  think  there  would 
be  any  difficulty  at  all.  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  they  wrould  be  quite  satisfied. 

There  should  only  be  one  body  having  rating  powers. 

10148.  Would  you  give  that  body  the  power  to  rate  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Cape  Division  ? — Throughout  the  Cape  Peninsula. 

10149.  What  body  would  undertake  the  management  of  the  roads  outside  the 
Cape  Peninsula  ? — Well,  with  regard  to  that,  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  main 
roads  throughout  the  whole  Colony  should  be  constructed  and  maintained  by  the 
Government.  Road-making  is  a  branch  of  civil  engineering,  and  it  requires  to  be 
thoroughly  well  done.  It  is  false  economy,  I  think,  to  have  it  carried  on  as  it  is 
mostly  carried  on  now,  because  the  labour  is  practically  the  same,  while  the  necessary 
knowledge  is  wanting.  You  find  that  the  roads  in  most  instances  are  virtually  flat, 
instead  of  being  raised  and  constructed  in  such  a  way  that  the  water  could  run  off,  and 
the  consequence  is  that  in  the  winter  time  the  water  is  continually  on  the  roads,  and 
with  the  traffic  going  over  them,  they  very  soon  fall  into  disrepair.  I  am  sure  that  it 
would  be  far  better  to  have  them  properly  constructed  in  the  first  instance  ;  it  would 
of  course  in  the  beginning  cost  more,  but  in  the  end  it  would  be  cheaper  for  the 
community  to  have  the  roads  undertaken  by  the  Public  Works  Department  or  some 
other  Government  body,  because  then  they  would  be  properly  doue.  At  any  rate,  the 
cost  should  come  out  of  the  general  revenue. 

10150.  You  are  aware  that  that  was  the  case  at  one  time  ? — Yes,  but  I  don’t 
thing  it  was  the  fault  of  the  system  that  at  that  time  it  was  not  a  success  ;  rather  I 
think  because  it  was  not  carried  out  satisfactorily. 

10151.  With  reference  to  this  Council  which  you  would  like  to  see  established,  is 
it  your  idea  that  even  the  city  of  Cape  Town  should  be  put  under  it  as  well  ? — Cer¬ 
tainly. 

10152.  Iu  respect  of  their  drainage,  water  supply,  light,  and  the  main  roads  as 
far  as  they  pass  through  the  Cape  Town  area?— Aes. 

10153.  Do  you  not  anticipate  that  we  should  have  some  difficulty  in  persuading 
the  Mayor  and  the  Corporation  of  Cape  Town  to  give  effect  to  an  arrangement  of  that 
kiud  ? — I  don’t  think  so.  I  think  those  members  of  the  Corporation  who  would  be 
the  representatives  of  the  new  Council  would  be  rather  glad  of  such  a  position. 

10154.  And  would  the  Chairman  of  that  new  Council  be  the  Mayor  of  the  city, 
or  would  there  be  a  Mayor  of  Cape  Town  independently  of  the  new  Council? — The 
Mayor  would  be  the  Mayor  of  Cape  Town  only  ;  the  new  Council  should  be  a  separate 
body  altogether.  And  I  thiuk  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  should  be  a  paid  Chair¬ 
man  ;  he  should  be  a  man  of  high  attainments,  and  a  man  who  thoroughly  understands 
the  management  of  Municipalities. 

10155.  This  is  a  very  conservative  country.  Our  Divisional  Councils  have  been 
in  existence  for  many  more  years  than  the  County  Counci's;  do  you  think  it  would  be 
really  an  advantage  to  abolish  the  Divisional  Council,  simply  to  bring  it  back  under 
another  name  for  a  new  Board  ?  How  would  you  like  the  idea  of  having  two  Divisional 
Councils,  one  for  the  Peninsula  area  and  one  for  the  remainder  of  the  Cape  Division  ? 

The  people  are  much  accustomed  to  Divisional  Counoils,  and  perhaps  you  don’t  look 
at  the  question  as  it  strikes  the  people  ? — I  think  the  Cape  Peninsula  should  be  treated 
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Mr  separately  from  the  rest  of  the  Cape  Division,  beoause  it  oocupies  such  a  peculiar 

/  .  r.  position  as  compared  with  the  rest  of  the  Cape  Division.  I  would  not  abolish  the 
.  ah  May.  1902.  Divisional  Council  throughout  the  rest  of  the  Division.  I  would  give  them  the  up-keep 
aud  the  mananagement  of  the  divisional  roads  ;  but  at  present  the  powers  of  the 
Divisional  Council,  even  if  they  were  able  and  willing  to  carry  them  out,  are  very 
restricted.  These  powers  are  not  sufficient  to  deal  with  the  condition  of  things  which 
arises  from  time  to  time.  For  instance,  when  I  was  a  member  of  the  Claremont 
Municipality,  I  was  anxious  that  we  should  incorporate  an  area  of  ground,  adjoining 
the  existing  Municipal  area,  on  the  Flats,  in  order  to  control  a  number  of  houses  which 
were  being  put  up  there  without  any  regard  whatever  to  sanitary  requirements.  We 
applied  accordingly  to  the  Government  to  have  this  area  included  in  our  Municipality, 
but  the  Municipality  of  Rondebosch  objected.  Local  jealousy  came  in  there.  They 
wanted  the  area  themselves  and  consequently  would  not  allow  the  Claremont  Munici¬ 
pality  to  take  it  in,  and  the  consequence  was  that  there  was  no  body  which  had  control 
over  these  areas  outside.  We  appealed  to  the  Divisional  Council  urging  them  to  see 
to  the  sanitary  requirements  and  the  water  supply  in  that  outside  distriot,  but  they 
said  they  had  no  control  and  no  power  to  do  so.  Slaughter  houses  were  erected  there 
without  any  sanitation  at  all ;  and  the  Municipality  had  no  power,  and  the  Divisional 
Counoil  apparently  had  no  power. 

10156.  That  appears  to  be  admitted,  but  when  we  could  get  over  that  part  of  the 
difficulty  by  recommending  that  the  powers  of  the  Divisional  Council  should  be 
increased,  could  we  not  ? — Yes,  of  course  that  could  be  done. 

10157.  And  apart  altogether  from  the  limitations  of  our  inquiry,  that  might  be 
done  throughout  the  whole  Colony  with  advantage  ? — But,  as  a  matter  of  fact  that 
would  come  by  natural  evolution.  We  have  already  had  to  form  a  Water  Board,  and 
we  would  later  on  have  to  form  a  Drainage  Board,  irrespective  of  anything  this 
Commission  might  do.  In  any  case  the  question  is  whether  we  should  not  anticipate 
things  and  deal  at  once  on  a  large  scale  by  starting  a  large  scheme  and  by  putting  all 
these  large  questions  under  the  control  of  this  new  Board  which  is  to  be  created, 
instead  of  under  the  Divisional  Council,  so  far  as  the  Cape  Peninsula  is  concerned. 

10158.  You  would  merge  the  control  of  your  present  water  supply  with  the 
powers  of  the  larger  Board  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

10159.  Who  would  you  propose  should  be  the  constituent  authorities  of  that 
Board  ?  Who  would  elect  the  members? — Well,  I  think  they  should  be  elected  from 
the  different  Municipalities. 

10160.  From  the  existing  Councils  ? — Yes. 

10161.  Not  elected  by  the  ratepayers  direct  ? — I  think  not.  I  think  if  it  were 
known  thatthe  members  of  the  Councils  were  eligible  and  would  be  represented  on  the 
new  Board,  that  good  men  would  come  forward  to  join  the  Municipalities,  but  I  have 
not  thought  out  the  details  of  it  as  to  how  they  should  be  elected,  which  is  a  matter 
for  after  consideration.  But  in  any  case  I  think  Municipalities  ought  to  be  represented 
say  by  one  member  from  each  of  the  Councils. 

10162.  Has  your  experience  of  the  present  Joint  Committee  of  Management  of 
the  Suburban  Water  Works  been  such  as  to  lead  you  to  believe  that  a  Board  consti¬ 
tuted  as  you  now  suggest  would  meet  the  requirements  of  the  case  and  would  be  a 
Board  that  would  satisfy  the  feelings  of  the  ratepayers  in  the  area? — I  have  not  been 
on  that  Board  myself,  but  from  what  I  have  learnt  about  them  I  think  they  have 
managed  the  business  connected  ’with  the  water  supply  up  to  now  very  well.  1 
think  they  have  given  confidence  to  the  general  body  of  ratepayers. 

10163.  Is  there  not  a  good  deal  of  friction  between  the  Municipalities  and  the 
Board  ? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of,  excepting  in  regard  to  Woodstock  which  wishes  to 
have  its  own  water  supply. 

10164.  Have  not  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  been  taking  steps  to  have  their  own 
water  supply  ? — No,  I  think  not;  I  think  they  are  willing  to  join  with  Claremont  in 
any  scheme  that  might  be  undertaken. 

10165.  Have  Boards  of  that  kind  been  a  great  success  anywhere  as  far  as  you 
know;  that  is  to  say  :  Boards  put  over  Municipalities  and  practically  taking  the  work 
of  the  Municipal  Councils  out  of  their  hands  ? — The  County  Council  at  Home  is  the 
one  that  we  have  had  most  experience  of,  and  that  has  worked  very  well,  so  far  as  we 
know. 

10166.  Yes;  but  it  has  not  taken  Municipal  work  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Muni¬ 
cipal  Councils  ? — It  has  taken  larger  questions,  and  it  is  only  the  smaller  matters  which 
are  dealt  with  by  the  Borough  Councils.  However,  I  am  not  very  well  versed  in  the 
details  as  regards  that,  and  I  think  you  could  get  better  evidence  on  that  point  from 
others. 

10167.  How  would  the  ratepayers  in  that  particular  locality  bring  the  re«ponsi- 
bility  home  to  their  Councillor  in  the  event  of  an  excessive  rate  being  levied  by  this 
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Board  ? — Well,  I  suppose  they  would  have  public  meetings,  as  they  usually  do  in  these  Mr- 
matters,  and  give  vent  to  their  feelings  in  that  way.  L '  M^Le"n- 

10168,  The  Joint  Committee  of  Management  of  the  Suburban  Water  Works,  for  29th  May,  1902 
instance,  about  a  month  ago  published  a  considerable  batch  of  regulations  in  the  Gazette 
defiling  with  the  distribution  of  water  through  the  four  Municipalities  concerned,  but 
the  ratepayers  in  these  Municipalities  were  never  consulted  about  these  regulations,  and 
even  the  Couucils  of  the  Municipalities  were  not  eonsulted,  neither  were  the  regulations 
submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Government.  The  eight  members  of  this  Board 
evolved  these  regulations  out  of  their  inner  consciousness.  Now  do  jou  think  that 
similar  powers  should  be  given  to  the  Board  which  you  now  propose  ? — Well,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Government,  I  think  I  would  give  them  such  powers.  You 
cannot  call  a  meeting  of  ratepayers  for  every  little  regulation  that  you  may  wish  to 
pass  in  the  interest  of  the  community  ;  but  I  am  certainly  of  opinion  that  the  approval 
of  the  Government  ought  to  be  had. 

10169.  Would  this  Board  undertake  the  valuation  of  properties  in  the  Munici¬ 
palities  ? — Yes,  but  I  would  strongly  urge  that  the  valuators,  whoever  they  may  be, 
should  be  men  who  are  thoroughly  independent,  and  they  should  act  upon  certain 
defined  principles  and  not  in  the  haphazard  way  iu  which  the  valuation  of  property  is 
carried  out  now.  There  are  a  great  many  anomalies  at  present  which  should  not  exist. 

10170.  And  does  the  Valuation  Court  as  at  present  constituted  meet  with  your 
approval  ? — It  is  very  unsatisfactory,  I  must  say. 

10171.  What  improvements  would  you  suggest  the  new  Board  should  set  up  iu 
the  formation  of  the  Valuation  Court  ? — Well  ;  it  is  difficult  to  suggest  any  other 
method  than  the  one  that  exists*  but  I  think  there  would  not  be  a  great  many 
objections  to  the  valuations  if  the  ratepayers  were  satisfied  that  all  properties  were 
dealt  with  similarly,  that  is  to  say,  that  there  were  not  favouritisms  as  regards 
valuation . 

10172.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a  recommendation  by  this  Commission  that  no 
person  should  be  appointed  a  valuator  in  a  Municipality  unless  he  is  approved  of  by 
some  Government  official,  such  as  the  Auditor- General  or  t  he  Under  Colonial  Secretary 
or  the  head  of  some  Government  Department  ? — Yes,  I  would  certainly  give  the 
control  to  the  Government  in  the  ease  of  valuations ;  I  think  that  would  be  very 
desirable.  In  fact,  if  the  valuator  were  a  highly  placed  Government  Official  with  the 
necessary  knowledge,  he  would  be  much  more  acceptable,  I  think,  than  the  ordinary 
commercial  man. 

10173  Of  course  we  could  not  have  a  highly  paid  Government  Official  to  value 
in  every  district  or  in  every  town,  because  it  would  be  a  tremendous  cost ;  but  there 
might  be  one  officer — say  in  Cape  Town — whose  approval  should  be  required  in  the 
case  of  the  appointment  of  local  valuators  ? — Yes,  of  course  it  would  be  too  much  for 
one  man  to  value  the  whole  of  the  property  in  the  Peninsula,  but  I  do  not  see  why  two 
men  should  not  be  able  to  do  it  if  taken  at  different  periods.  And  there  would  be  the 
advantage  that  these  men,  by  being  constantly  employed  on  this  work,  would  become 
more  expert  in  the  matter  of  valuation  ;  they  would  from  their  experience  get  through 
the  work  more  quickly,  and,  besides,  we  would  get  a  uniformity  in  the  valuation. 

10174.  Your  suggested  Council  or  Board  would  be  the  only  body  to  levy  local 
rates  in  the  Peninsula  ? — Yes. 

10175  Would  it  be  your  idea  that  the  local  Municipalities  should  make  an 
estimate  of  the  money  that  they  would  require— say  for  a  year’s  work — and  request 
that  amount  from  the  Council  ? — Yes,  that  would  be  ru}7  idea.  And  I  would  give  the 
Council  the  power  to  refuse  or  reduce  any  item  of  expenditure  which  they  might  think 
overstated,  or  unnecessary. 

10176.  You  would  say  that  they  should  have  power  to  strike  it  out  or  lower  it,  or 
even  raise  it  ? — Yes. 

10177.  Do  you  think  the  method  of  auditing  the  Municipal  accounts  at  present 
in  vogue  is  a  satisfactory  one  ? — I  would  prefer  a  Government  audit  altogether,  if 
it  could  be  carried  out,  because,  however  good  local  auditors  may  be,  you  cannot 
always  depeud  upon  getting  the  best  men.  The  work  is  put  up  for  tender,  as  it  were, 
and  the  lowest  bidder  practically  gets  it,  and  he  may  not  tbe  altogether  the  best  man. 

10178.  Is  there  a  tendency  sometimes  to  charge  the  loan  aocount  with  money 
which  should  really  be  defrayed  out  of  ordinary  revenue  ? — I  am  afraid  there  is  a 
tendency  in  that  direction,  and  that  requires  to  be  closely  watched. 

10179.  In  the  matter  of  the  existing  debts  of  the  Municipalities;  if  you  were  to 
bring  into  use  such  a  Council  as  you  suggest  would  you  give  that  Council  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  this  debt  as  one  of  their  functions? — Do  you  mean  the  new  Council  or  the 
existing  Council  ? 

10180.  The  new  Council.  Would  you  unify  the  debt  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage  to  unify  the  debt  and  pay  off  all  the  old  debts. 
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10181.  Mr.  Gurnei/.~\  Consolidate  the  whole  debt? — Yes;  and  another  advantage 
"r would  be  that  they  would  be  able  to  raise  money  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  of  interest, 
‘tli  May.  100:2.  especially  as  they  would  have  the  security  of  the  whole  Peninsula  at  their  back. 

10182.  Chairman. ]  And  do  you  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  dealing 
with  the  subject  of  the  debt  from  this  point  of  view :  the  ratepayers  in  one  portion  may 
say,  “  We  don’t  wish  to  be  rated  for  the  debt  of  any  other  portion  in  which  people 
have  been  too  extravagant,  and  why  should  we  pay?” — I  don’t  think  there  is  any 
reason  why  the  different  districts  should  not  be  rated  according  to  their  requirements. 

10183.  By  method  of  special  assessment  ?— Yes. 

10184.  The  several  debts  must  be  carefully  examined,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 

10185.  And  the  various  assets  valued  and  set  off  against  debt  ? — Yes,  and  the 
various  requirements  of  the  diff  -  rent  Municipalities  should  be  ascertained. 

10180.  But  for  the  contraction  of  any  new  debt  there  would  be  required  the 
sanction  of  this  Counoil  ? — Certainly. 

10187.  And  the  money  would  be  raised  on  the  security  of  the  united  authority  ? 
—  Yes  ;  it  would  be  a  very  great  advantage  in  raising  loans  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest. 

10188.  Now,  it  would  be  your  object  to  place  main  roads  passing  through  these 
Municipalities  under  the  control  of  that  Couucil  ? — ‘Well,  I  should  prefer  to  place  main 
roads  under  the  control  of  the  Gfovernment. 

10189.  But  are  you  referring  now  to  main  roads  within  the  present  Municipal 
areas  ? — Yes,  I  say  that  the  main  roads  within  the  Municipal  areas  as  well  as  outside — 
in  fact  throughout  the  whole  Colony — if  the  general  principle  were  admitted,  should  be 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  Government.  If  that  principle  were  not  admitted,  then 
I  would  place  them  under  the  control  of  the  new  Council. 

10190.  Then  I  understand  you  to  say  that  this  Council  should  have  control  over 
the  roads  in  the  area  known  as  the  Peninsula,  and  that  outside  of  that  you  would  have 
another  Council  at  work  to  deal  with  such  things  as  might  be  necessary  ? — I  understand 
that  this  Commission  is  only  dealing  with  the  Peninsula  ? 

10191.  Yes,  and  with  the  Cape  Division  ? — Yes. 

10192.  Now  with  reference  to  the  questions  arising  out  of  this  separated  juris¬ 
diction  or  control,  would  yrou  make,  what  you  may  call,  Municipal  area  proper  in  the 
Peninsula  liable  in  any  way  for  a  contribution  towards  the  upkeep  and  maintenance  of 
roads  outside  that  area  ?— It  would  be  necessary  to  do  so  unless  the  Government  took 
over  the  main  roads.  If  the  Government  took  over  the  main  roads,  then  it  would  not 
be  necessary  for  the  Municipalities  to  contribute  towards  the  Divisional  roads,  which 
then  ought  to  be  maintained  from  the  rates  levied  from  the  Division  itself. 

10193.  Well,  putting  aside  the  question  of  the  Government  taking  over  these 
roads, — that  being  a  principle  we  could  scarcely  recommend,  unless  it  affected  the 
whole  Colony, — and,  limiting  ourselves  to  what  is  to  bo  done  with  the  roads  in  the  Cape 
Division;  are  we  to  say  that  the  Municipal  areas  should  be  liable  to  contribute  ? — Well, 
I  think  the  feeling  of  the  ratepayers  is  that  they  should  not  be  called  upon  to  contribute 
anything  towards  the  maintenance  of  any  roads  outside  their  areas,  but  at  the  same 
time,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  they  are  much  more  wealthy  thaD  the  people  from 
whom  the  Divisional  Council  obtains  rates  outside  the  Municipal  areas,  I  should  think 
that  even  although  the  people  inside  the  Municipal  areas  don’t  make  much  use  of  the 
outside  roads  they  should  contribute  something  towards  their  upkeep. 

10191.  Are  you  aware  at  present  of  the  amouut  which  they  do  contribute? — I 
have  not  got  the  figures  before  me,  but  I  remember  that  we  discussed  the  question 
some  time  ago,  and  the  Municipalities  then  thought  that  ihe  amount  was  very  much 
larger  than  they  should  be  called  upon  to  pay.  The  discussion  arose  in  connection 
with  the  question  as  to  whether  the  Divisional  Council  should  be  done  away  with 
or  not. 

10195.  According  to  the  figures  sent  to  us  by  the  Divisional  Council,  they  put 
down  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  roads,  main  and  divisional — exterior  to  the 
Municipalities — for  the  year  1901  at  £13,000? — Yes. 

10196.  And  of  that  amount  about  £3,000  only  is  raised  on  the  property  outside 
the  Municipalities,  and  about  £10,000  is  raised  on  the  property  inside  the  Muni¬ 
cipalities  ? — Yes. 

10197.  Do  you  think  that  a  fair  proportion  or  an  excessive  proportion  on  any  one 
side  ? — It  seems  a  very  excessive  proportion  on  the  part  of  the  Municipalities  to 
contribute,  I  should  say. 

10198.  What  do  you  thick  would  be  a  fair  proportion,  assuming  for  the  sake  of 
argument  that  the  Divisional  Council  were  to  say  that  for  the  requirements  of  keeping 
up  the  roads  in  any  one  year  £12,000  or  £15,000  would  be  necessary,  and  at  the  same 
time  assuming  that  the  Municipalities  should  be  responsible  for  maintaining  the  main 
roads  within  their  own  areas  ?  What  proportion,  under  those  circumstances,  would 
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you  consider  a  fair  one  for  the  Municipalities  to  pay  ? — That  point  was  under 
discussion,  I  remember,  and  it  was  thought  it  would  be  fair  if  the  Municipalities 
contributed  one-third ;  but  I  question  myself  whether  that  is  a  large  enough  amount  to  29th 
suggest,  I  think  the  Municipalities,  including  Cape  Town,  ought  to  contribute 
one  half. 

10199.  Well,  taking  it  at  one  half,  and  taking  the  last  year’s  expenditure  for 
these  roads,  which  was  £13,000 ;  do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  property  outside  the 
Municipalities  would  have  to  be  assessed  in  the  sum  of  about  £6,500  ? — Apparently  so. 

10200.  But  for  that  particular  year  they  were  assessed  for  less  than  £3,000,  so 
that  to  raise  the  amount  of  £6,500,  according  to  your  suggestion,  the  valuation  would 
have  to  be  about  double,  would  it  not? — Well;  from  all  one  hears  the  valuation  on 
outside  properties  is  less  than  half  of  what  they  might  be  or  would  be  if  they  were  as 
high,  in  proportion,  as  the  valuations  are  in  the  Municipalities.  So  far  as  one 
ascertains  from  hearsay  they  ought  to  contribute  probably  double  the  amount  that  they 
do  now,  but  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  matter. 

10201.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  figures  of  the  gross  valuation  in  the 
Division  ? — No. 

10202.  According  to  the  return,  the  last  valuation,  which  was  made  at  the 
beginning  of  this  year,  is  given  at  £16,764,000  for  the  Cap9  Division,  and  all  the 
properties  outside  of  the  Municipalities  are  put  down  at  £895,000  ? — Well,  that  is  a 
very  small  valuation  for  the  outside  properties,  I  should  say. 

10203.  And  the  result  of  that  is  that  in  respect  of  the  Divisional  Council  revenue, 
which  is  estimated  at  £43,658,  the  Municipalities  are  responsible  for  £40,892,  and  the 
outside  properties  for  £2,331  ? — Well,  I  think  that  the  outside  properties  are  let  off 
very  cheaply  in  comparison  with  the  Municipal  properties. 

10204.  Do  you  think  as  a  resident  here  that  the  outside  properties  may  be  valued 
higher  ? — Yes. 

10205.  We  have  had  witnesses  to  whom  the  same  question  was  put,  and  they  say, 
as  representati  ves  of  the  outside  area,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  raise  the  valuation 
of  that  property  any  higher.  They  admit,  however,  that  the  contribution  by  the 
Municipalities  is  excessive,  and  they  suggest,  as  the  only  way  (^equalising  the  matter, 
that  the  Government  should  be  asked  to  give  a  contribution? — Well,  my  idea  that  the 
Government  should  take  over  the  main  roads  would  meet  the  case,  I  thiuk,  because 
that  would  relieve  them  very  considerably. 

10206.  But  you  think  on  the  general  principle  that  the  outside  properties  should 
bear  a  little  increase  in  their  valuation  ? — I  don’t  know  whether  they  could  afford  to 
do  it  or  not,  but  they  certainly  should  be  valued  higher  than  they  are  at  present ;  that 
is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge. 

10207.  May  I  ask  you:  was  it  at  a  Conference  that  it  was  suggested  that  the 
contributions  from  the  Municipalities  should  be  one  third? — No;  it  was  really  an 
informal  discussion. 

10208.  And  your  own  idea  is  that  it  should  be  about  one  half  ? — Yes,  I  thiuk 
that  would  be  a  fair  contribution. 

10209.  Is  that  on  the  assumption  that  the  Municipalities  should  bear  the  cost  of 
the  maintenance  of  the  main  roads  inside  their  own  boundaries  ? — Well,  I  have  not 
gone  iuto  the  question  as  to  what  it  would  cost  the  Municipalities  to  take  over  the 
main  roads  from  the  Divisional  Council.  If  it  is  going  to  cost  them  more  than  it  costs 

them  at  the  present  time  in  the  contribution  of  rates,  then  the  question  might  arise  as 

to  whether  they  should  be  let  off  or  not  or  whether  they  themselves  should  receive  a 
contribution. 

10210.  We  have  had  witnesses  before  us  who  are  in  favour  of  tire  Municipalities 
taking  over  tire  maintenance  of  the  main  roads  withiu  their  areas,  provided  they  would 
be  allowed  to  raise  or  increase  their  local  rates  to  the  extent  of  the  rates  which  the 
Divisional  Council  raise  within  their  areas? — Exactly. 

10211.  Yes,  but  at  the  same  time  they  believe  that  they  would  be  able  to 

keep  theso  main  roads  for  less  money  than  the  amount  for  which  they  are  at 

present  taxed  by  the  Divisional  Council  in  respect  of  their  maintenance,  and 
they  would  be  prepared  to  take  over  the  liability  on  condition  that  they  are 
allowed  to  rate  to  a  sufficient  amount  to  keep  them  in  a  fair  condition  ? — I 
think  the  Municipalities  would  be  prepared  to  take  over  the  main  roads 
assuming  that  the  Government  will  not  do  so,  provided  that  the  cost  of  maintaining 
them  together  with  the  contribution  which  they  were  asked  to  make  towards  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Divisional  Council  for  roads  outside  the  Municipal  area  does  not  amount  to 
more  than  they  are  contributing  now. 

10212.  Of  course  their  contention  is  that  they  would  do  all  this  for  less  than  they 
are  charged  at  the  present  time  by  the  Divisional  Council  ? — Yes,  probably  they  would, 
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but  at  any  rate  it  would  be  far  more  satisfactory  to  have  one  body  controlling  the 
L.  Mad- an,  roa(js  witliin  the  Municipal  areas. 

’Utli  May,  1902.  10213.  Now,  reverting  to  drainage,  the  only  suggestion  or  the  only  plan  that 

appears  to  have  been  seriously  discussed  has  been  a  plan  for  discharging  the  sewage  of 
the  suburbs  into  Table  Bay,  but  there  seem  to  be  grave  objections  to  that  being  done, 
at  any  rate  as  far  as  the  discharge  of  crude  sewage  is  conceimed,  and  to  meet  that  dif¬ 
ficulty  it  has  been  suggested  that  some  of  the  more  modern  methods  of  dealing  with 
sewage  should  be  instituted.  Would  you  give  your  new  Board  or  Counoil  the  power 
to  deal  entirely  with  the  matter  and  to  employ  a  suitable  staff  of  experts  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  arranging  for  the  drainage  of  the  whole  of  the  suburbs  on  the  most  modern 
principles? — Oertaiuly,  that  would  be  one  of  the  main  objects  for  creating  such  a  body, 
1  should  say. 

10214.  And  for  that  purpose  it  would  possibly  be  necessary  for  men  to  be  brought 
from  other  countries  who  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  more  modern  methods  of 
dealing  with  sewage  ? — Yes,  it  might  be  necessary  to  do  so,  but  we  might  have  men  in 
this  country  at  the  present  time  who  are  quite  capable  of  dealing  with  the  matter. 

10215.  The  question  of  how  far  one  system  of  drainage  would  be  suitable  for  the 
whole  of  the  suburbs  would  he  a  question  which  would  be  left  to  the  experts  ? — 
Yes,  we  have  had  several  experts  dealing  with  the  question  already,  as  you  know,  and 
it  is  really  very  difficult  to  determine  from  the  reports  by  those  experts  whether 
there  would  be  any  objection  to  crude  sewage  going  into  Table  Bay  beyond  Paarden 
Island  or  not;  so  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  reports  that  we  have  had  from  time  to 
time  there  might  be  occasions  when  a  nuisance  might  ensue,  but  not  very  often.  On 
the  whole,  I  think  that  it  would  probably  be  found  that  the  only  solution  of  the  question 
would  be  to  discharge  the  sewage  into  Table  Bay  in  its  crude  form  because  it  would  be 
rather  expensive  to  deal  with  it  otherwise, — that  is  according  to  the  Scott- Moncrieff 
system, — but,  of  course,  if  it  is  found  to  be  a  nuisance  then  we  cmld  deal  with  it  on 
the  septic  tank  principle. 

10216.  Of  course  we  could  scarcely  prove  that  it  is  going  to  be  a  nuisance  until  it 
is  tried,  and  it  would  be  rather  a  costly  experiment,  would  it  not  ? — Well,  in  any  case, 
it  would  have  to  be  discharged  into  Table  Bay  in  some  form  or  another. 

10217.  But  there  is  a  great  difference  between  discharging  purified  effluent  and 
discharging  crude  sewage  ?—  I  think  the  pipes  would  not  be  much  larger  in  the  one  case 
than  in  the  other,  but  I  daresay  the  only  difference  would  be  in  the  pipes. 

10218.  You  are  aware  that  in  other  parts  of  the  world  the  effluent  from  suoh 
treatment  is  considered  so  pure  that  it  could  be  discharged  into  rivers  ? — Yes,  I  have 
seen  it,  and  I  have  tasted  the  effluent  myself,  and  I  am  told  that  the  men  in  the  works 
drink  it. 

10219.  Have  you  actually  seen  this  system  at  work  ? — Oh  yes, 

10220.  Where  ? — At  Wynberg,  on  the  property  of  Mr.  Charles  Marais. 

10221.  Is  that  a  domestic  installation  ? — Yes  ;  and  besides  I  have  read  about  the 
method  elsewhere. 

10222.  You  have  not  seen  it  work  in  a  considerable  town  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom  ? — No  ;  but  I  may  say  that  Dr.  Wright,  of  Wynberg,  has  seen  it,  and  he  could 
give  you  evidence  on  that  point. 

10223.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  You  have  had  considerable  experience  of  Local  Municipal 
Government,  have  you  not  ? — Yes ;  I  was  for  five  years  a  Municipal  Councillor  at 
Claremont. 

10224.  And  you  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  some  change  is  necessary  in 
order  to  carry  on  Municipal  Government  to  the  best  advantage  ? — Yes  ;  I  think  it  is 
very  desirable  that  we  should  have  a  change  such  as  I  have  already  indicated. 

10225.  What  particular  circumstances  have  led  you  to  come  to  that  decision  ? — 
Well,  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  the  water  supply  excepting  on  a  large  scale,  and 
the  same  with  regard  to  the  drainage  question.  Then  there  is  the  difficulty  of  raising 
money  at  a  reasonable  rate  of  interest  in  the  money  market,  and  the  fact  that 
you  don’t  get  the  very  best  officials  for  the  small  bodies  ;  you  could  afford  to  pay 
good  men  if  you  had  only  one  large  body  to  manage  the  whole  of  the  Municipal  areas. 

10226.  In  addition  to  efficiency  of  management,  would  you  include  economy  ? — 
Oh  yes,  I  hope  it  will  lead  to  economy.  In  any  case  it  ought  to. 

10227.  By  a  combination  it  enables  the  combined  bodies  to  undertake  more 
effective  and  better  systems  than  those  which  individual  communities  could  attempt  to 
carry  out  for  themselves  ? — Certainly. 

10228.  I  understand  from  your  evidence  that  you  favour  the  adoption  of  some 
large  combined  Local  Authority  for  the  management  of  the  larger  Municipal  schemes 
and  measures,  and  that  you  would  leave  in  the  hands  of  the  local  areas  certain  other 
Municipal  work  and  measures  ? — Yes. 
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10229,  Would  you  kindly  inform  the  Commission  what  kind  of  affairs  you 
would  leave  to  the  large  combined  authority,  and  what  kind  you  would  leave  in  the 
hands  of  the  smaller  body  ? — -The  larger  body  would  certainly  deal  with  large  matters  29th 
such  as  drainage,  water  supply  and  the  maintenance  and  repairing  of  roads.  At 
present,  as  you  know,  they  practically  only  use  the  Claremont  gravel  even  upon  roads 
upon  which  there  is  very  much  traffic,  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  have  not  got  any 
arrangements  for  the  supply  of  hard  proper  road  material.  They  have  no  metal  breakers 
and  no  organisation  suoh  as  really  would  be  neoessary  in  order  to  maintain  the  roads  in 
proper  order.  You  cannot  expect  the  small  Municipalities  to  provide  and  equip  them¬ 
selves  with  the  neoessary  appliances,  but  a  large  body  could  very  easily  do  it,  and  I  am 
quite  sure  that  on  that  head  alone  there  would  be  great  economy,  because  the  cost  of 
the  labour  for  putting  bad  material  on  the  road  is  practically  the  same  as  for  putting 
proper  material  on  it.  Even  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town  have  been  obliged 
to  admit — and  they  are  the  biggest  Municipal  body  in  the  Peninsula — that  they  are 
not  able  to  deal  with  the  Dock  Road  as  it  should  be  dealt  with ;  and  the  Harbour  Beard 
has  recently  made  arrangements  to  take  it  over  from  them  because  the  Harbour  Board 
have  a  quarry  in  the  Paarl  district  where  they  get  very  hard  granite  which  alone 
apparently  is  suitable  for  a  road  like  the  Dock  Road  upon  which  there  is  such  heavy 
traffic.  I  would  also  have  the  larger  body  dealing  with  the  question  of  lighting  iu  the 
whole  of  the  Municipalities,  and  probably  it  would  be  advisable  for  tliem  also  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  Fire  Brigades,  which  should  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  small 
bodies  in  order  to  have  efficient  Fire  Brigades  here  and  there. 

10230.  You  mean,  have  different  Fire  Stations  ? — Yes  ;  and  then  the  question 
of  valuation  of  property  should  certainly  be  under  the  control  of  this  Board. 

10231.  Now  you  have  mentioned  Roads ;  would  you  also  add  Tramways  when 
they  fall  in  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

10232.  And  would  you  also  add  Licensing  of  Vehicles,  because  a  good  deal  of 
inconvenience  at  present  arises  through  vehicles  being  licensed  in  one  district  and 
plying  in  another  district  without  any  special  regulations  on  the  subject? — Yes,  that 
would  certainly  be  a  very  good  thing  to  include. 

10233.  And  you  would  also  add,  would  you  not,  the  framing  of  general  Municipal 
regulations  to  apply  to  all  the  areas  so  that  one  system  of  local  law  would  apply  through¬ 
out  the  whole  area? — Yes,  that  vouli  be  very  desirable,  too. 

10234.  And  would  you  not  add  public  health  generally,  especially  in  regard  to 
dealing  with  infectious  diseases  and  providing  means  of  isolation  ? — Yes,  that  would  be 
very  desirable,  too. 

10235.  And  as  a  matter  of  fact,  dealing  with  health  matters  generally? — 'Yes,  1 
would  certainly  include  that  in  the  functions  of  the  Board. 

10236.  Now,  what  is  there  left  for  the  smaller  bodies  ? — Well,  the  principal  thing 
that  would  be  left  would  be  the  passing  of  architects’  plans  for  building,  because  you 
could  not  expect  builders  to  come  to  Cape  Town  or  to  the  place  wherever  the  new 
Council  may  be  located,  to  have  their  plans  passed  from  all  parts  of  the  Peninsula. 

10237.  But  (he  passing  of  building  plans  really  requires  very  considerable 
architectural  knowledge,  for  them  to  be  properly  passed  and  for  the  interest  of  the 
public  to  bo  properly  protected  ? — They  would,  but  I  think  the  new  Council  should 
have  the  pov  er  to  lay  down  certain  rules  for  the  smaller  bodies,  which  they  should 
insist  upon  having  carried  out. 

10238.  But  really  the  proper  passing  and  examination  of  plans,  say  of  some  large 
building,  entails  architectural  knowledge  of  a  high  order,  does  it  not,  such  as  calculat¬ 
ing  the  different  strengths  of  the  materials  and  the  stability  of  the  proposed  building, 
as  well  as  seeing  that  the  architectural  scheme  accords  with  the  other  architectural  lines 
iu  the  street  ? — For  that  very  reason  I  remember  the  suggestion  was  made,  when  I  was 
Mayor  of  Claremont,  that  Rondebosch,  Wynberg,  Mowbray  and  Claremont  should 
combine  and  have  one  architect  of  high  attainments  for  that  whole  area,  so  as  to  ensure 
that  no  building  should  be  put  up  except  it  was  in  accordance  with  modern  require¬ 
ments  in  every  way. 

10239.  Then  you  are  really  drifting  in  regard  to  plans  into  the  main  local 
authority? — I  am  afraid  I  am  to  a  ceitaiu  extent. 

10240.  Was  not  the  reason  why  you  advised  something  being  left  to  the  local  bodies 
that  you  wished  to  do  away  with  opposition  and  create  a  certain  amount  of  local 
interest  ? — It  is  partly  so,  I  must  admit. 

10241.  Could  not  that  be  attained  by  the  larger  locfl  authority  having  local  com¬ 
mittees  or  vestries  for  specially  looking  after  the  more  immediate  local  things,  of  which 
I  might  instance  scavenging,  road  cleaning,  and  that  sort  of  thing? — Provided  they 
were  representatives  of  the  local  authority. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  10242.  They  would  really  be  email  committees  or  vestries  delegated  from  the 

Mj,- Lean.  maju  authority  ? — Yes,  but  they  should,  if  possible,  be  members  who  represent  a 
9th  May,  1902.  particular  district. 

10243.  Quite  so  ? — Yes  ;  so  that  they  have  local  knowledge  and  see  that  the 
requirements  of  the  locality  are  looked  after.  I  think  if  that  were  done  it  would  be 
far  better  than  the  existing  Municipalities,  that  is  to  say,  if  that  were  the  view  of  the 
Commission. 

10244  And  would  you  have  the  election  of  representatives  to  this  body  for  well 
defined  areas  or  wards  ? — Yes. 

10245.  For  the  carrying  on  of  the  work  of  this  body,  would  you  suggest  that 
there  should  be  a  permanent  paid  chairman  P — 1  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  a 
thoroughly  competent  chairman  should  be  obtained,  and  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to 
have  him  as  a  paid  officer. 

10246.  And  perhaps  also  a  vice-chairman  ? — Yes,  that  would  perhaps  be  desirable 
in  case  of  sickness  or  absence  of  a  chairman.  It  would  perhaps  be  as  well  to  have  a 
paid  vice-chairman  too. 

10247.  Such  a  scheme  as  that  would  really  do  away  with  the  Corporation  of  Cape 
Town  ? — Yes. 

10248.  Now  from  your  knowledge  of  affairs  in  the  Peninsula,  do  you  think  that 
would  be  possible.?  That  is  to  say,  to  wipe  out  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  and  place 
in  its  stead  one  large  reconstituted  local  authority  ? — It  may  be  that  the  public  mind  is 
not  prepared  for  such  a  drastic  change  at  present,  but  I  should  be  very  glad  to  see  it 
brought  about.  I  think  public  opinion  could  be  educated  up  to  that  idea,  and  I  think 
it  would  be  possible. 

10249.  You  believe  that  public  opinion  would  be  in  favour  of  that  ? — I  think  it 
would  on  the  whole.  Certainly  the  more  intelligent  portion  of  the  community  would 
be  in  favour  of  it. 

10250.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  vested  interest  which  would  conflict  with 
such  a  course  ? — I  daresay  the  proprietors  of  houses  in  certain  districts  might  object  to 
having  their  valuations  increased,  but  I  cannot  think  of  any  other  vested  interest. 

10251.  Would  there  not  be  a  serious  objection  on  the  part  the  present  Municipal 
officers,  the  Mayor  and  Councillors,  who  would  be  deprived  of  their  offices  ? — Some  of 
them  would  object,  I  daresay. 

10252.  You  mentioned  just  now  the  passing  of  building  plans ;  is  there  not  an 
additional  reason  why  these  should  be  passed  by  some  large  central  authority  in 
that  it  would  do  away  with  bringing  pressure  to  bear  on  small  local  authorities  in  con¬ 
nection  with  such  things  as  the  passing  of  improper  plans  ? — That  is  so  from  that  point 
of  view,  and  I  think  the  objection  to  the  new  Council  dealing  with  the  passing  of  plans 
would  disappear  if  arrangements  were  made  by  which  these  plans  would  be  passed 
quickly.  If  that  were  not  done  then  there  would  be  some  difficulty,  because  people 
seem  to  be  afiaid  that  they  would  have  to  wait  a  considerable  time  before  they  would 
be  able  to  get  these  plans  passed,  and  from  that  point  of  view  it  would  be  very  incon¬ 
venient  for  them. 

10253.  Is  not  the  passing  of  building  plans  in  your  experience  one  of  the  matters 
in  regard  to  which  there  is  more  undue  influence  exercised  on  Councillors  than 
probably  any  other  matter  that  they  deal  with  ? — No  ;  I  cannot  say  that  that  is  my 
exverience.  I  don’t  know  that  any  undue  influence  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon 
Councillors  in  that  respect,  and  I  don’t  see  that  there  is  any  way  in  which  it  could  be 
done.  The  plans  are  sent  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  I  don’t  see  how  it  could  occur 
unless  it  might  happen  that  there  are  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
interested,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  having  certain  plans  passed,  but  as  far  as  I 
know  that  has  not  been  the  case. 

10254.  At  the  present  moment,  as  things  are,  only  one  or  two  of  the  Councillors 
are  really  able  to  judge  whether  plans  should  be  passed  or  not,  and  the  remaining 
Councillors  are  usually  led  by  them  in  the  matter  ? — Yes.  Of  course  the  Council’s 
architect  is  depended  upon  to  give  expert  opinion  in  regard  to  plans,  and  it  is  only  the 
general  principles  that  the  Councillors  deal  with. 

10255.  You  mentioned,  Mr.  MacLean,  that  o.iejof  the  disadvantages  experienced 
at  present  was  having  two  authorities  dealing  with  the  roads  in  these  areas  ? — Yes. 

10256.  And  you  think  that  the  main  authority  should  look  after  these  roads,  but 
3'et  you  suggest  that  the  Government  should  take  over  the  main  roads? — Well,  I  had 
in  view  the  whole  of  the  Coloi^  when  I  was  talking  about  taking  over  these  roads.  I 
think  it  is  a  very  desirable  thing  that  these  main  roads  should  be  properly  maintained, 
and  the  only  way  in  which  that  could  be  done,  in  my  opinion,  is  by  having  it  done  by 
the  Government. 

10257.  But  so  far  as  the  Peninsula  is  concerned,  or  the  urban  portion  at  any  rate, 
you  might  see  a  reason  to  modify  your  opinion  in  that  respect  and  let  the  main  local 
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authority  dea  with  the  roads  as  a  whole  ? — Yes ;  but  I  should  say  that  if  the  Govern-  Mr. 
ment  are  going  to  undertake  the  maintenance  and  construction  of  all  the  main  roads  L'  MacIjean • 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  Colony  at  any  future  time,  then  the  Municipalities  of  the  ‘29th  May,  1902. 
Peninsula  should  be  relieved  of  the  expense  in  connection  with  these  roads  or  get  some 
contribution  towards  it.  They  should  not  be  treated  differently  from  the  rest  of  the 
Colony. 

10258.  With  regard  to  the  consolidation  of  the  loans,  you  don’t  think,  do  you,  that 
the  fact  that  some  of  these  looal  authorities  have  loans  which  are  only  terminable  at  a 
specific  period  a  long  way  ahead  might  cause  any  difficulty  in  consolidating  ? — I  don’t 
think  so,  because  those  are  matters  of  detail  which  could  easily  be  arranged. 

10259.  Mr.  Gurney .]  When  you  were  a  Councillor  at  Claremont,  did  you  have 
many  cases  coming  before  you  where  public  roads  had  been  impinged  upon  by  the 
owners  of  adjoining  properties? — -Yes  ;  there  have  been  many  cases  of  impingement  in 
times  gone  by. 

10260.  Was  the  Council  alive  to  its  duties  in  the  matter? — I  am  afraid  not  always 
in  the  past,  but  I  think  they  are  now. 

10261.  In  subdividing  properties  for  sale,  the  plans  have  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Municipality  ?  And  is  it  not  a  fact  that  these  plans  are  looked  at  as  a  rule  and 
approved  by  the  Councillors  without  the  plans  of  the  neighbouring  estates  being  before 
the  Council  at  the  same  time,  so  that  the  roads  are  allowed  to  come  out  on  to  a  main 
road  where  there  is  no  road  opposite,  hut  where  the  corresponding  opposite  road  is  lower 
down  and  so  forth  ? — That  may  have  been  the  case  in  some  instances  that  I  am  not 
aware  of,  but  it  is  not  the  case  within  my  experience  because  we  did  all  these  things 
when  plans  came  before  us  in  order  to  guard  the  surrounding  estates  as  well. 

10262.  Is  not  that  again  a  matter  for  the  central  authority  with  some  officer  who 
is  qualified  to  deal  with  plans — I  mean  some  person  having  the  qualifications  of  a 
surveyor  in  order  to  be  able  to  criticise  diagrams  ? — Certainly. 

10263.  And  it  could  not  be  expeoted  that  a  small  local  Municipality  would  have 
such  a  man  available  ? — No;  they  could  not  afford  to  have  such  men. 

10264.  But  a  large  body  naturally  would  have  such  men? — Quite  so. 

10265.  And  in  that  respect  the  publio  would  be  better  protected  by  a  larger 
body  ? — Yes. 

10266.  Now  has  your  experience  led  you  to  think  that  the  establishment  of  these 
small  bodies  is  calculated  to  lead  to  favouritism  in  the  distribution  of  contracts  or 
anything  that  could  be  described  under  the  heading  of  “  jobbery  ”  ? — Well,  not  within 
my  experience.  I  think  that  every  Councillor  in  the  Claremont  Municipality,  during 
my  term  of  office  at  any  rate,  was  very  jealous  with  regard  to  that  point  and  they  were 
all  very  careful  not  to  do  anything  which  might  in  any  way  be  regarded  as  “  jobbery.” 

10267.  Would  you  consider  it  as  a  danger  arising  from  having  these  small  bodies, 
even  though  Claremont  may  have  been  perfectly  free  from  anything  of  the  sort  ? — It 
naturally  follows  that  small  bodies  would  be  more  liable  to  temptations  of  that  kind 
than  large  bodies. 

10268.  Dr.  Anderson.~\  Have  you  given  up  the  idea  of  working  the  Cape  Peninsula 
by  having  a  Council  formed  of  representatives  elected  by  each  of  the  existing  Munici¬ 
palities? — I  don’t  think  the  question  has  been  formally  discussed. 

10269.  But  I  understood  you  to  say  in  answer  to  the  Chairman  that  you  were  in 
favour  of  forming  a  Council  to  deal  with  certain  big  matters  in  the  Peninsula  ? — Yes. 

10270.  But  then  you  have  rather  modified  that  view  since,  have  you  not? — Yes. 

10271.  Would  you  now  be  in  favour  of  a  Council  elected  from  the  Municipal 
Councils  or  a  Council  directly  elected  by  the  people  from  wards  or  districts  ? — I  think 
a  Council  elected  direct  from  the  people  is  perhaps  to  be  preferred,  and  then  of  course 
you  do  away  altogether  with  the  very  small  local  bodies  that  exist  now  by  having 
committees  to  deal  with  the  local  matters. 

10272.  Committees  of  the  larger  body  ? — Yes. 

10273.  Would  you  prefer  that  system  of  the  two? — Yes,  but  the  other  idea  was 
not  present  in  ray  mind  when  I  made  my  first  statement. 

10274.  Mr.  Stewart .]  In  the  event  of  the  Municipalities  not  falling  in  with  our 
recommendations  (if  made  in  that  direction)  that  they  should  combine,  how  would  you 
propose  such  a  combination  should  be  set  about  ? — In  the  event  of  their  not  falling  in 
with  the  idea  of  the  Commission  ? 

10275.  Yes. — I  should  say  then  Camps  Bay,  Sea  Point,  Cape  Town  and  Wood- 
stock  should  be  formed  into  one  Municipality  ;  Mowbray,  Rondebosch  and  Claremont 
should  form  another  ;  Wynberg  and  Diep  River  should  form  another  ;  K  ilk  Bay,  St. 

James  and  Mu'.zenberg  should  form  another  as  at  present ;  and  Simonstowu  should 
remain  as  it  is. 

10276.  How  would  you  suggest  that  it  should  be  set  about  ?  You  would  not 
approve  of  any  coercion  being  applied  from  an  outside  source,  I  take  it  ? — Well.  I  am 
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Mr.  afraid  that  they  will  be  a  long  time  coming  together  unless  coercion  were  employed, 
escep{-  0f  C0Urse  in  the  case  of  Mowbray,  Rondebosch  and  Claremont,  who,  I  think, 
9th  Mar.  1902.  are  quite  ready  to  join  now,  but  I  am  afraid  Woodstock  would  not  agree  to  join  Cape 
Town. 

10277.  And  you  don’t  think  that  it  is  more  likely  to  come  about  upon  the  mutual 
application  of  two  or  more  of  these  bodies  to  Parliament  than  by  a  certain  amount  of 
pressure  ? — I  think  if  there  were  a  sort  of  permissive  Bill  by  which  they  could  come 
in  if  they  were  disposed  to  do  so,  it  might  meet  the  case,  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  very 
difficult  to  coerce  them,  really. 

10278.  Do  you  think  if  a  Bill  was  passed  in  Parliament  laying  down  broad 
lines  on  which  a  combination  might  take  place,  that  then  they  might  consider  whether 
they  could  fall  in  with  it  or  not? — Yes,  some  will  fall  in  perhaps  with  it  at  once,  and 
others  in  course  of  time ;  that  is  to  say  in  the  course  of  gradual  evolution. 

10279.  As  far  as  you  know,  there  is  nothing  to  distinguish  one  suburban  Munici- 
pality  from  another  ?  The  class  of  building  being  principally  the  same  and  the  class 
of  inhabitants  also.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  don’t  know  when  you  pass  from  one 
Municipality  to  another,  is  that  not  so  ? — Really  there  is  no  distinction. 

102h0.  Taking  all  the  Municipalities  outside  beyond  Wooodstock,  there  is 
absolutely  nothing  to  prevent  them  combining  ?  —No  ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

10281.  Do  you  Ihink  it  is  better,  however,  that  some  of  them  should  remain 
apart  in  order  that  they  might  enjoy  a  continuance  of  the  esprit  de  corps  at  present 
existing  between  them,  and  that  the  advantages  of  competition  should  continue  ? — No. 
I  think  it  is  preferable  that  they  should  join  and  form  one  body. 

10282.  And  I  understand  from  you  that  one  of  your  reasons  is  that  in  raising 
money  on  large  loans  they  would  be  able  to  do  so  on  much  better  terms  than  a  small, 
praotically  unknown  Municipality  ? — Yes ;  we  have  had  an  instance  of  that  recently 
in  the  case  of  the  "Water  Board. 

10283.  Possibly  in  the  case  you  mention,  if  that  loan  had  been  raised  under  the 
wings  of  the  Corporation  of  Cape  Town  there  might  not  have  been  so  much  difficulty  ? 
— There  would  have  been  no  difficulty,  and  they  would  have  got  the  money  readily. 

10284.  While  you  were  a  Councillor  of  Claremont,  did  the  question  of  more 
suitable  material  for  roads  and  streets  ever  crop  up  ? — Yes,  frequently,  and  we  tried  to 
arrange  with  the  Turf  Club  to  get  granite  from  a  place  at  the  bottom  of  the  racecourse 
for  the  repair  of  the  principal  roads  in  the  district.  We  did  secure  some  at  a  spot  out¬ 
side  the  racecourse  on  the  Flats,  and  we  applied  it  to  one  or  two  of  the  roads  on  which 
the  heaviest  traffic  in  Claremont  goes.  It  answered  splendidly  as  compared  with  the 
Claremont  gravel.  There  is  no  comparison  between  the  ultimate  cost  of  using  the  two, 
but  unfortunately  we  have  not  got  enough  of  that  granite. 

10285.  But  is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  there  is  an  abundance  of  suitable 
granite  on  the  Cape  Flats? — Well,  the  only  place  that  I  know  of  is  just  outside  the 
racecourse,  where  there  is  a  good  deal  of  granite. 

10286.  It  is  only  a  question  of  getting  permission  to  take  it  ? — Yes. 

10287.  Do  I  understand  then  from  you  that  the  road-covering  now  being  used  is 
very  expensive  ? — It  is  expensive  because  it  has  to  be  renewed  so  frequently.  It  is  an 
excellent  material  for  roads  on  which  only  carriage  traffic  passes,  but  on  roads  over 
which  heavy  traffic  passes  it  pulverises  and  forms  into  a  dust  in  a  very  short  time. 
For  that  kind  of  road  it  is  realty  not  suitable. 

10288.  It  would  be  cheaper  in  the  end  to  get  the  very  best  and  more  expensive 
material  in  the  first  instance,  and  in  addition  to  the  saving  it  would  be  a  gain  in  regard 
to  the  facilities  for  traffic  in  the  streets  as  you  would  not  so  often  have  parties  working 
in  the  streets  ? — Yes. 

10289.  The  gain  is  not  merely  confined  to  the  matter  of  money? — No;  the 
matter  of  convenience  comes  in  too. 

10290.  Have  you  seen  any  of  the  bacteriological  systems  for  the  treatment  of 
sewage  in  use  in  Great  Britain  ? — I  have  not  seen  them  in  Great  Britain  but  I  have 
seen  one  in  use  on  Mr.  Charles  Marais’  place  at  Wynberg.  That,  I  think,  is  the 
Scott-Moncrieff  system  and  works  very  satisfactorily. 

10291.  But  what  you  have  seen  is  simply  a  small  thing? — Yes,  it  is  on  a  very 
small  scale. 

10292.  Chairman.']  You  would  be  opposed  to  direct  coercion  in  regard  to  amalga¬ 
mation,  but  is  there  nothing  in  the  shape  of  indirect  coeroion  that  might  be  brought  to 
bear  ?  Is  not  the  necessity  for  raising  large  loans  for  water  and  drainage  a  kind  of 
indirect  coercion  ? — Well,  the  fact  of  going  iu  for  those  is  realty  bringing  about  the 
amalgamation  of  the  Municipalities  of  the  Peninsula  already  to  a  very  large  extent, 
and,  I  think,  as  I  said  before,  that  Claremont,  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  are  quite 
ready  and  willing  now — at  least  the  principal  Councillors  in  each  of  them — to  join. 
It  is  only  Wynberg  and  Woodstock  who  don’t  care  about  falling  in  with  the  idea. 
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10293.  Would  you  look  upon  it  as  a  case  of  regrettable  coercion  if  the  Govern-  ^  McLean 
ment  were  to  say,  “  You  cannot  have  loans  unless  you  amalgamate  ”  ? — Yes  ;  but  I  __ 

think  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the  general  community  even  if  the  Government  2Sth  May,  1902. 
were  going  to  the  length  of  coercing  them. 

10294.  To  that  extent  ? — Yes,  but  I  hope  that  would  not  be  necessary,  because 
I  think  that,  as  men  of  common  sense,  they  would  see  that  it  is  desirable. 

10295.  Supposing  there  was  a  consolidated  debt  managed  by  the  Council  to  which 
you  referred,  and  that  debt  had  to  oe  considerably  increased  for  the  carrying  out  of 
these  works,  do  you  think  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  this  body  if  the  Government 
would  guarantee  their  debt? — Oh,  yes,  and  it  would  be  quite  safe,  because  they  would 
have  the  security  of  the  whole  Peninsula. 

10296.  Seeing  that  this  is  the  Metropolitan  area,  do  you  not  think  the  Govern¬ 
ment  might  make  an  exception  in  favour  of  the  Municipal  debt  pertaining  to  this 
locality  so  far  as  to  the  question  of  loans  ? — Yes  ;  and  as  I  have  pointed  out  there  is 
absolutely  no  risk  whatever  in  the  Government  doing  that  considering  the  value  of  the 
property  here,  and  besides  it  would  be  an  inducement  to  the  Municipalities  to  agree  to 
the  larger  Council  if  the  Government  were  to  give  them  such  a  guarantee. 

10297.  Enabling  them  to  carry  the  debt  up  to  any  reasonable  amount  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Government  ? — Yes,  that  would  be  a  very  good  idea,  and  it  would 
certainly  be  a  great  practical  advantage  as  far  as  money  is  concerned. 

10298.  Dr.  Gregor y.]  With  regard  to  the  voluntary  amalgamation  of  the 
Municipalities,  would  not  that  be  likely  to  take  a  very  long  time  ? — I  am  afraid  it 
would. 

10299.  And  during  that  time,  important  interests  would  suffer  and  suffer  per¬ 
manently  ? — That  is  so. 

10300.  Have  we  not  had  a  fair  experience  of  the  futility  of  voluntary  co-operation 
in  the  shape  of  the  Liesbeek  River  Act  ?  -  Yes. 

10301.  Which  years  ago  provided  for  co-operation  in  the  important  matters  of 
sewerage  and  for  protecting  the  health  of  the  district  comprising  the  three  Municipalities  ? 


— Yes. 


10302.  And  it  has  practically  remained  a  dead  letter  ?' — Yes,  there  is  a 
good  deal  to  be  said  in  favour  of  that  view. 

10303.  Mr.  Stewart  asked  you  a  question  about  competition  among  the 
different  Municipal  bodies,  has  not  the  result  of  competition  hitherto  been  of  a  most 
unsatisfactory  nature  ?  For  instance,  one  notable  matter  of  competition  is  in  the 
production  of  Town  Halls,  and  there  are  a  number  of  other  matters  of  the  same  kind  P 
— Yes,  money  might  have  been  saved  by  having  one  central  Town  Hall  instead  of 
small  ones  here  and  there. 

10304.  In  fact  you  would  not  favour  the  system  of  competition  amongst  local 
bodies? — No;  we  have  had  a  case  where  competition  has  come  in  to  the  detriment  of 
the  Municipality.  When  Claremont  wanted  to  extend  its  boundary  in  order  to  control 
certain  uusanitary  houses  that  were  being  built  outside  the  area,  Rondebosch  stepped  iu 
and  advised  the  Government  not  to  allow  it.  It  was  of  course  wrong  on  the  part  of 
Rondebosch,  but  it  was  due  to  a  little  jealousy,  because  they  did  not  like  to  see 
Claremont  extending  its  area,  whereas  it  would  have  been  in  the  interest  of  the  general 
public  that  the  addition  should  have  taken  place.  There,  I  say,  competition  is 
undesirable. 

10305.  What  area  was  that  ? — Just  beyond  the  boundaries  of  Claremont,  on  the 
Flats. 

10306.  Is  that  what  is  known  as  the  Rondebosch  Extension  ? — No,  on  the  right 
of  the  Rondebosch  Extension ;  but  the  Rondebosch  Extension  is  a  case  in  point, 
because  they  ought  to  have  taken  in  that  area  long  ago,  so  as  to  put  it  under  proper 
control. 

10307.  The  Rondebosch  Municipality  acted  the  part  of  the  dog  in  the  manger  ? — 
Yes,  and  that  is  why  I  say  that  competition  in  that  respect  is  undesirable. 

10308.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  competition  is  the  reverse  of  oo-operation.  It  is 
entirely  a  wrong  principle  to  apply  to  local  authorities? — It  is  not  the  right  thing  in 
regard  to  Municipalities. 

10309.  Mr.  Stewart.']  You  don’t  think  there  is  any  possibility  of  competing  in 
respect  of  the  cleanliness  of  the  streets  for  example  ? — I  have  not  noticed  any  indication 
of  it. 


10310.  Most  of  it  has  appeared  in  the  making  of  Town  Halls  ? — Yes. 

10311.  But  they  add  to  the  architectural  beauties  of  the  place? — Yes,  at  the 
expense  of  the  ratepayers. 

10312.  Dr .  Gregory.]  As  a  matter  of  fact,  competition  is  responsible  for  the 
number  of  separate  water  schemes  ? — Oh,  yes. 
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10313.  Chairman.']  Of  wliat  Church  are  you  the  Rector  ? — Christ  Church, 
Constantia. 

10314.  And  you  reside  in  Wynberg  ? — Yes. 

10315.  Have  you  resided  there  for  many  years  ? — Upwards  of  25  years. 

10316.  So  that  you  know  the  country  round  about  very  well  ? — Oh,  yes,  very 
well  indeed. 

10317.  Mr.  Ghirney,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  locality  there,  will,  if  you 
please,  put  some  questions  to  you  ? — Yes. 

10318.  Mr.  Ghxrncy.]  Your  Parish  extends  from  the  border  of  Wynberg  down 
to  Hout  Bay  ? — Yes. 

10319.  And  includes  St.  Peter’s  Church  at  Hout  Bay,  which  is  under  your 
charge  ? — Quite  so. 

10320.  The  district  of  Constantia  is,  of  course,  outside  the  Municipality  of 
Wynberg,  and  for  purposes  of  roads  and  sanitation  it  is  under  the  Divisional  Council  ? 
— Yes,  for  road-repairing  it  is  under  the  Divisional  Council,  but  not  for  sanitary 
purposes. 

10321.  That  is  to  say,  the  Divisional  Council  does  not  do  any  sanitary  work, 
within  your  knowledge  ? — Nothing  whatever. 

10322.  Now  let  us  take  the  roads  first.  There  are  two  roads  under  the  Divisional 
Council,  I  think,  in  the  district  of  Constantia;  the  one  running  from  Wynberg  to 
Hout  Bay,  a  distance  of  about  nine  miles  ? — Yes. 

10323.  And  the  other  running  from  Constantia  up  to  Tokai? — Is  that  under  the 
Divisional  Council  ? 

10324.  Yes.  — I  was  not  aware  of  that. 

10325.  Are  there  any  other  roads  under  the  Divisional  Council  in  that  district  ? — 
None  that  I  know  of. 

19326.  All  the  other  roads  in  the  district  are  upon  the  farms  and  are  maintained 
by  the  proprietors  ? — Yes,  that  is  so  ;  what  maintenance  there  is,  which  is  very  little. 

10327.  Speaking  of  the  two  Divisional  Council  roads,  would  you  say  that  they 
are  well  maintained  as  far  as  the  quality  of  the  work  and  the  condition  of  the  roads  are 
concerned  ? —Well,  the  Tokai  road  seems  to  be  very  well  maintained,  but  for  the  other 
road  I  don’t  think  the  ratepayers  are  getting  any  compensation  ;  it  is  a  mere  matter  of 
patching  now  and  then,  and  that  seems  to  be  the  end  of  it. 

10328.  The  Tokai  Road  is  one  of  quite  recent  construction  ? — Yes,  and  that  is 
why  it  is  in  a  fairly  good  condition. 

10329.  But  the  main  road  to  Hout  Bay,  passing  through  your  Parish  and  running 
a  distance  of  9  miles,  you  would  not  say  is  well  maintained  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

10330.  Have  you  had  many  opportunities  of  judging  whether  the  Divisional 
Council  men  employed  are  well  supervised,  and  whether  the  money  is  well  spent  in  that 
respect? — Well,  with  regard  to  the  labour  on  the  roads  I  consider  decidedly  that  one 
half  of  the  money  is  wasted  on  those  labourers.  I  don’t  know  exactly  what  time  they 
are  supposed  to  begin  in  the  morning,  but  I  know  that  at  about  1P30  a.m.  they  begin 
to  outspan,  and  they  either  go  to  sleep  or  play  cards  until  about  2  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  ;  and  then  about  half-past  four  in  the  afternoon  you  meet  them  with  their  carts 
going  home  to  their  different  residences. 

10331.  So  that  in  your  opinion  the  ratepayers  are  certainly  not  getting  value  for 
the  money  spent  ? — Certainly  uot. 

10332.  Chairman.]  Have  you  observed  this  yourself? — Yes,  my  own  personal 
observation. 

10333.  Mr.  Gurney.]  And  you  are  speaking  not  only  of  what  has  taken  place 
lately,  but  for  a  loog  time  past  ? — Yes,  for  a  long  period,  and  on  many  occasions  I 
have  seen  them  at  work. 

10334.  Prom  what  you  have  seen  of  the  Divisional  Council  work  in  the  Constantia 
district,  you  are  not  able  to  speak  favourably  of  that  body  ? — Quite  so. 

10335.  Almost  any  thiug  substituted  for  that  body  would  be  preferable  ? — Decidedly. 

10336.  Then  in  regard  to  sanitary  matters,  if  the  Divisional  Council  lias  any 
power  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  have  not  seen  them  exercise  it  ? — Not  to  my 
knowledge,  upon  any  occasion. 

10337.  You  are  of  course  very  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  the  district,  you 
know  all  the  cottages  as  well  as  the  farms? — Oh,  yes. 

10338.  Could  you  give  us  any  idea  of  the  population  of  the  Constantia  district  ? — 
As  far  as  I  am  able  to  make  out,  the  population  would  be  about  7,000,  certainly  not 
under  that. 

10339.  We  had  a  witness  before  us  the  day  before  yesterday  who,  speaking  from 
the  point  of  view  of  a  landed  proprietor  of  the  cottages  upon  his  estate,  said  that  these 
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cottages  were  being  looked  after  by  the  owners  of  those  estates  ;  now  has  your  B^Iftore 
experience  in  the  course  of  your  visits  among  those  cottages  been  such  as  to  bear  out  __ 
that  idea  ? — No.  29th  May,  1902. 

10340.  Are  the  cottages,  as  a  rule,  built  with  sanitary  conveniences  ? — No. 

10341.  Does  that  only  apply  to  those  that  have  been  there  for  many  years  or  as  well 
to  those  that  have  lately  been  erected? — To  both.  There  are  now  about  40  or  50 
cottages  which  have  recently  been  erected  on  the  different  farms,  and  in  no  single 
instance  have  such  conveniences  been  provided  for  any  of  them.  Neither  has  any  pro¬ 
vision  been  made  for  the  water  supply.  These  cottages  are  generally  built  on  the 
slopes  of  the  valley,  and  the  whole  of  the  (Jonstantia  area  contains  a  series  of  valleys 
running  towards  Muizenberg.  For  instance,  the  first  valley  is  Alphen,  and  then  there 
is  Constantia  Yale,  and  so  it  goes  on  until  you  get  to  the  mountain  side ;  and,  as  a  rule, 
these  cottages  are  built  on  the  side  of  the  slopes,  with  no  sanitary  arrangements  what¬ 
ever.  Consequently,  when  we  have  a  thunderstorm  or  considerable  rain,  all  the  filth, 
refuse  and  abomination  are  carried  down  into  these  valleys,  from  which  these  people 
take  their  water  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes. 

10342.  This  you  are  telling  us  from  your  own  personal  observation  ? — Oh,  yes,  I 
have  seen  it  over  and  over  again. 

10343.  Are  you  able  to  tell  us  anything  about  epidemics  in  the  Constantia 
neighbourhood  among  the  people  there  in  consequence  of  this  impure  water? — There 
have  been  cases  of  typhoid  in  different  parts,  especially  in  the  lower  parts  of  these 
valleys  where  the  refuse  is  taken  dowu  into  the  lower  land.  Some  time  ago  we  had 
a  terrible  outbreak  there  of  small-pox.  Otherwise  I  must  say  that  the  people  generally 
are  fairly  healthy,  but  I  attribute  that  to  the  enforced  out-door  life. 

10344.  Certainly  not  to  any  provision  made  by  the  proprietors  of  the  properties  in 
regard  to  sanitation  and  water  ?— There  is  absolutely  no  provision  made  by  the 
proprietors,  for  either  water  or  sanitary  purposes. 

10345.  But  now,  speaking  of  these  polluted  streams,  polluted  particularly  after 
heavy  rains,  forming  the  water  supply  for  the  people  of  Constautia,  you  are  referring  to 
the  working  class  of  the  people  ? — Oh,  yes.  There  are  about  25  homesteads,  and  the 
proprietors  have  their  own  water  supply  in  the  shape  of  fountains  and  springs  round 
about  their  own  dwellings,  but  no  cottager  dare  go  there  for  water. 

10346.  That  would  only  be  a  supply  for  the  family  ? — Yes. 

10347.  You  have  a  cemetery  at  Constantia,  have  you  not? — Yes. 

10348.  That  is  a  public  cemetery  ? — Yes. 

10349.  I  think  you  are  the  only  trustee,  are  you  not  ? — Yes,  at  present. 

10350.  This  cemetery  has  been  divided  between  the  different  churches,  but  the 
English  church  alone  has  availed  itself  of  it  practically  ? — 5fes. 

10351.  Have  there  been  a  great  many  funerals  there? — Oh,  yes. 

10352.  How  does  that  cemetery  stand  as  regards  these  streams  of  water? — It  is 
far  away. 

10353.  So  it  is  not  likely  to  bring  any  pollution  ? — Not  at  all  ;  it  is  between  the 
farms  Belle  Ombre  on  the  one  side  and  Grilmore’s  farm  on  the  other.  There  is  no 
water  in  the  vicinity. 

10354.  The  ground  was  a  public  grant  by  the  Oovernment  to  the  Board,  and  at 
the  same  time  a  loan  was  made  by  the  Government  for  its  management  ? — Yes. 

10355.  And  that  has  been  completely  repaid  ? — -Not  completely. 

10356.  But  that  has  been  in  consequence  of  the  English  Church  burials  taking 
place  there  ?  -  Yes.  There  was  an  application  made  by  the  Malays,  and  we  put  every 
facility  in  their  way,  but  they  would  uot  go  to  the  expense  of  clearing  the  ground,  and 
nothing  further  was  done. 

10357.  With  regard  to  that  cemetery,  when  they  made  the  grant  to  your  Board 
were  any  stipulations  made  by  the  Grovernment  in  the  way  of  regulations  being  drawn 
up  to  provide  for  the  burials  there,  in  regard  to  the  depth  of  the  graves,  and  so  on  ? — 

It  may  be  possible  ;  Mr.  Albrecht  was  the  Chairman,  but  is  dead. 

10358.  But  no  sanitary  authority  of  any  sort  has  ever  concerned  itself  about  that 
cemetery  with  the  view  of  seeing  that  things  are  done  as  they  should  be  ? — No. 

10359.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  may  we  take  it  that  you  have  had  the  graves  dug  to 
a  proper  depth  ? — Oh  yes,  I  have  always  stipulated  that  they  should  be  six  feet  in 
depth,  but  I  have  sometimes  found  on  getting  to  the  graveside  that  it  is  perhaps  only 
4  feet  6  inches  or  5  feet. 

10360.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  have  done  that  on  your  own  initiative,  and  no 
controlling  body  has  ever  asked  you  to  do  it  or  seen  that  it  was  done  ? — No. 

10361.  You  have  spoken  of  the  poor  state  ok  the  main  road  from  Constantia  to 
Hout  Bay  and  of  the  waste  of  public  money  which  you  consider  is  taking  place 
through  the  want  of  proper  supervision  over  the  Divisional  Council  labourers  ? —  Yes. 
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1036‘2.  Have  you  given  consideration  to  the  question  of  what  is  to  take  the  place 
of  the  Divisional  Council  as  far  as  Coustantia  is  concerned,  if  that  body  should  he 
abolished  ?  —  Well,  I  think  a  Board  of  Management  or  a  Board  of  Works  directly 
under  the  control  of  the  Government  would  answer  the  purpose,  and  in  order  to  meet 
the  expenditure  I  would  he  in  favour  of  a  wheel  tax. 

10363.  You  would  not  advocate  annexation  by  the  Wynberg  Municipality  ? — No. 

10364.  Is  that  in  consequence  of  your  thinking  that  the  circumstances  of  a  rural 
area  are  so  different  from  those  of  a  town  as  to  make  it  unsuitable  ? — Yes. 

10365.  So  that  you  would  advocate  a  separate  Board  of  Management  for  the 
Constantia  district  ? — Not  for  the  Constantia  district  alone.  I  think  it  should  take  in 
the  whole  Peninsula. 

10366.  The  rural  part  of  the  Peninsula? — Yes,  for  roads  and  things  of  that  kind, 
including  proper  labour  supervision. 

10367.  That  is  at  present  the  duty  of  the  Divisional  Counoil  ?— Yes,  but  it  is  not 
performed. 

10368.  But  then  is  it  for  the  reform  of  the  Divisional  Council  as  regards  the 
extra  Municipal  area  that  you  would  be  asking,  or  for  the  sweeping  away  of  the 
Divisional  Commit  and  getting  something  based  on  different  lines  altogether  in  its 
place  ? — Yes,  doing  away  with  the  Divisional  Council. 

10369.  How  would  you  suggest  that  this  Board  should  be  formed  ?  Should  it  be 
an  elective  Board  ? — Yes,  an  elective  Board  with  extended  powers  under  Glovernment 
control. 

10370.  Then  would  you  make  it  partly  eleotive  and  partly  nominative  by  the 
Gfovernment  ? — Perhaps  that  would  be  better. 

10371.  We  have  had  some  remarks  made  in  connection  with  the  question  of 
valuation  and  particularly  the  valuation  of  farm  property.  One  witness  has  advocated 
that,  instead  of  the  selling  price  of  the  farm  being  taken,  the  probable  production 
should  be  taken.  Now,  would  you  say  from  your  observation  that  the  selling  price  of 
a  farm  would  be  a  fair  valuation  for  taxation  purposes  ? — I  have  not  given  that;  much 
attention,  but  I  don’t  think  that  would  be  a  fair  valuation. 

10372.  But  are  you  satisfied  with  the  present  system  and  basis  of  valuation 
generally  ? — Not  by  any  means.  I  think  there  should  be  independent  and  unbiassed 
as  well  as  unprejudiced  valuators  appointed  as  officers  under  the  Government,  and  that 
the  Court  should  consist  of  independent  individuals  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the 
valuation  of  the  different  properties.  At  present  the  valuators  and  the  Court  are  all 
interested  in  keeping  up  a  high  valuation  and  that  is  not  the  proper  thing  that  ought 
to  be  done,  because  the  valuators  play  into  the  hands  of  the  Court  who  have  to  adjudi¬ 
cate  and  in  the  same  way  the  Court  plays  into  the  hands  of  the  valuators. 

10373.  So  that  you  don’t  think  that  the  valuation  should  be  given  out  by  tender 
as  it  is  now  ? — Decidedly  not. 

10374.  And  would  you  object  also  to  the  basis  on  which  the  valuation  is  framed, 
namely  :  the  selling  price  at  the  time  of  the  valuation  ? — Yes,  I  think  that  is  an  unfair 
state  of  things.  I  don’t  think  that  property  should  be  valued  to  its  full  extent.  I 
don’t  know  whether  it  is  part  of  the  law,  but  I  am  under  the  impression  that  it  used  to 
be  two-thirds  of  the  real  value  of  an  estate. 

10375.  Would  that  apply  to  a  farm? — Yes,  to  every  description  of  property 
except  those  properties  which  are  exempt  from  taxes. 

10376.  But,  if  the  valuation  was  fair  and  just  and  on  the  same  basis,  it  would  not 
make  very  much  difference  whether  the  value  is  full  or  only  two-th  irds  ? — Well,  I 
think  it  would  make  a  vast  difference  to  the  proprietors’  pockets. 

10377.  If  the  rate  is  not  reduced  ? — If  the  rate  were  reduced  it  would  work  round 
very  much  in  the  same  way,  but  we  all  know  that  they  reduce  the  rates  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  and  they  double  the  value  of  the  property  and  then  probably  the  next  year  up 
goes  the  rate,  and  where  are  you  then  ?  A  man  with  a  farm  worth  £L0,000  who  has 
to  pay  2d.  in  the  £  finds  that  they  double  his  valuation  and  make  it  £20,000,  hut 
they  reduce  the  rate,  telling  him  that  it  would  work  out  in  the  same  way.  The  next 
year,  however,  the  rate  goes  up  perhaps  to  2d.  again,  or  even  to  3d.,  and  you  could  see 
at  once  the  position  of  such  a  man.  A  man  with  a  farm  valued  at  £25,000 — just  look 
at  the  excessive  rates  on  such  a  place. 

10378.  Chairman.']  In  the  matter  of  these  gangs  of  workmen  on  the  roads,  who 
supervises  them  ? — Generally  a  coloured  man,  who  stands  and  loiters  about,  but  there 
seems  to  be  no  supervision  under  which  the  labourers  are  forced  to  do  a  good  day’s  work. 

10379.  Is  there  a  gang  localised  in  Constantia  district? — Well,  yes,  when  the 
roarls  require  patching,  perhaps. 

10380.  Is  there  no  gang  told  off  for  the  area?— -No. 

10381.  And  you  have  never  seen  a  gang  under  the  control  of  a  European 
overseer  ? — No,  never. 
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10382.  Is  it  a  general  arrangement  in  the  Cape  Division  that  these  labour  gangs  b* Moore 

are  under  a  coloured  man  ? — I  cannot  say  with  regard  to  other  parts  of  the  Colony,  '  I _ 00 

but  that  is  what  I  have  seen  in  this  part.  29th  May>  1902- 

10383.  How  many  men  usually  form  a  gang? — It  much  depends  upon  the  state 
of  the  work.  If  there  is  a  good  piece  of  the  road  to  be  done,  there  might  perhaps  be 
three  or  four  drivers,  two  or  three  men  cuttiug  gravel,  and  at  the  same  time  three  or 
four  working  on  the  road. 

10384.  Is  there  any  sign  put  up  by  which  a  gang  could  be  individualised,  such  as 
is  done  in  other  parts  of  the  Colony  ? — No. 

10385.  Have  you  seen  no  indication  of  a  number  or  name  for  the  gang,  so  that 
any  ratepayer  passing  the  gang  and  seeing  it  loitering,  could  report  “  that  gang  num¬ 
ber  so-and-so  was  not  doing  its  work  ”  ? — No,  there  is  absolutely  nothing  of  that 
kind  there. 

10386.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  the  higher  officers  of  the  Divisional  Council  in 
that  neighbourhood  looking  after  the  gangs  or  instructing  them  how  to  work  ? — Never. 

10387.  Do  these  men  get  orders  direct  from  Cape  Town,  or  from  whom  do  they 
get  their  orders  ? — I  suppose  from  Cape  Town. 

10388.  And  do  no  overseer.?  visit  them  unexpectedly  to  see  what  they  are  doing  ? 

— Not  within  my  knowledge. 

10389.  They  have  no  visits  of  surprise  ?— No,  I  don’t  think  so. 

10390.  These  cottages  you  refer  to  as  being  on  the  estates  of  Constantia,  who 
inhabits  them  ? — Generally  the  coloured  people,  some  of  whom  are  in  service  as  farm 
labourers. 

10391.  All  of  them  ? — No,  not  all  of  them. 

10392.  Then  who  would  the  others  be  ? — Well,  little  petty  farmers,  who  have  a 
little  patch  of  ground,  perhaps,  whioh  enables  them  to  grow  crops  round  about  their 
dwellings. 

10393.  Do  they  hire  that  piece  of  ground  from  the  owner? — Yes. 

10394.  And  pay  rent  ? — Oh,  yes ;  in  former  times  they  used  to  pay  for  the  rent 
of  the  cottage  by  doing  service  for  one  or  two  days,  perhaps,  in  the  week. 

10395.  Does  your  general  reference  to  these  cottages  being  deficient  in  sanitary 
arrangements  apply  to  both  classes — the  small  farmers  and  the  employes  ? — Both. 

10396.  Aud  would  these  small  farmers  be  married  men,  fathers  of  families  ? — The 
farmers  themselves  have  their  own  conveniences  around  their  houses. 

10397.  Do  you  mean  the  large  proprietor  or  the  small  tenant  ? — I  mean  the  large 
proprietor  has  his  own  convenience,  but  the  small  tenant  who  occupies  the  cottage  has 
no  sanitary  arrangement  whatever. 

10398.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Round  these  homesteads,  there  is  generally  a  collection  of 
servants’  cottages? — Not  immediately  round  the  homestead. 

10399.  But  most  of  these  big  farms,  have  they  not  in  close  proximity  a  collection 
of  labourers’  cottages  ? — The  cottages  are  generally  far  removed  from  the  homesteads 
themselves. 

10400.  And  your  statement  applies  to  these  cottages  ? — Oh,  yes.  To  my  certain 
knowledge  there  have  been  about  40  of  them  built  recently  without  any  sanitary 
arrangements  whatever. 

10401.  Chairman. j  These  have  been  built  for  the  occupation  of  the  smaller 

farmers  ? — For  anybody. 

10402.  You  spoke  of  the  rain  water  falling  upon  the  valleys  and  carrying  down 
filth  into  the  water ;  now  where  does  that  water  find  its  way  to  eventually  ? — To 
Muizenberg ;  there  are  set  streams  there,  and  I  daresay  that  before  they  reach  the 
main  road  they  are  purified  to  a  certain  extent.  All  the  cottages  are  built  on  the 
slopes,  and  the  people  take  the  water.  I  went  to  one  cottage  aud  I  found  that  the 
man,  who  was  one  of  my  congregation,  was  drinking  the  water  which  was  covered 
by  a  green  slime,  just  like  a  beautiful  carpet,  and  he  asserted  that  the  water  was  quite 
pure  and  invited  me  to  taste  it.  This  water  was  in  a  hole  dug  out  of  an  embankment, 
and  of  course  the  drainage  from  the  slope  would  fill  this  with  all  kinds  of  abomination 
and  filth. 

10403.  Would  the  remedy  for  that  be  to  enforce  some  kind  of  water  supply  by 
means  of  a  local  regulation  binding  owners  who  lease  their  land  for  such  habitations  ? 

— Yes ;  I  think  they  might  provide  those  cottages  with  wells. 

10404.  Supposing  the  Divisional  Council’s  power  in  sanitary  matters  were 
increased,  would  you  give  them  power  to  pass  a  regulation  “  that  no  owner  of  land 
shall  sub-divide  his  property  or  lease  portions  of  it  for  occupation  by  individuals  until 
he  has  satisfied  the  Council  that  sanitary  arrangements,  including  water  supply,  have 
been  attended  to  ”  ? — Certainly  ;  that  would  just  meet  the  case. 

10405.  Now  the  Divisional  Council,  as  a  present  constituted,  fails  to  do  these 
things  because  it  has  not  got  power  to  do  them  by  law  ? — So  I  understand  it. 
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TCev.  10406.  Do  you.  think  it  would  be  feasible  to  give  the  Divisional  Council  the 

__  requisite  power? — I  do  certainly ;  that  is  to  say,  if  the  Divisional  Council  is  to  remain, 

29tU  May,  1002.  and  is  not  to  be  abolished. 

10407.  Well,  if  it  is  to  be  abolished  we  must  set  up  some  authority  in  its  place  ? — 
Oil,  yes,  some  substitution  will  have  to  be  made,  and  that  substituted  power  should 
have  extended  jurisdiction  in  order  to  enforce  sanitary  matters  and  a  supply  of  water. 

10408.  Under  a  penalty  ? — Yes  ;  because  a  man  is  now  allowed  to  build,  say,  ten 
cottages,  and  leave  them  unprovided  for  in  regard  to  sanitary  arrangements  and  water. 

10409.  The  choice  of  the  landed  proprietor  would  lie  between  providing  such  a 
water  supply  and  sanitary  arrangements  or  excluding  such  oooupants  from  his  land  ? — 
Quite  so. 

10410.  With  regard  to  the  cemetery,  are  there  any  houses  near  by  ;  any  Church 
or  other  building  ? — No ;  the  Church  is  about  half  a  mile  away  from  the  cemetery. 
There  are  a  few  oottages  on  the  Belle  Ombre  estate,  but  they  are  far  removed  from  the 
cemetery. 

10411.  And  who  attends  to  the  digging  of  the  graves? — It  is  generally  done  by 
the  people  themselves.  There  is  no  sexton,  and  we  cannot  afford  one  as  there  are  no 
funds ;  but  whenever  a  funeral  takes  place  the  people  do  the  digging  themselves. 

10412.  Relatives  of  the  deceased  person? — Yes,  and  I  have  found  no  difficulty; 
in  many  cases  they  deem  it  an  honour  to  do  so. 

10413.  The  undertaker  has  no  responsibility  in  that  direction  ? — No.  In  point 
of  fact,  it  is  such  a  poor  district  that  we  cannot  afford  it. 

10414.  For  such  a  cemetery  which  is  largely  used  for  the  coloured  people? — Yes. 

10415.  You  said  that  the  Valuation  Court  and  the  Valuators  for  Municipalities 
are  interested  in  keeping  the  valuation  as  high  as  possible? — Yes,  decidedly. 

10416.  In  what  way  is  there  a  common  interest? — Well,  the  Courts  generally 
consist  of  the  Municipal  officers,  and  they  are  interested  in  maintaining  the  valuation 
as  high  as  possible.  In  regard  to  Wynberg,  the  valuation  has  been  doubled  lately, 
and  in  some  cases  nearer  trebled  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  assets  in  order  to  get 
larger  loans  to  carry  out  a  drainage  scheme. 

10417.  Well,  from  that  point  of  view  you  consider  it  highly  necessary  that  there 
should  be  more  Government  supervision  ? — Oh,  certainly.  In  fact,  there  should  be 
Government  valuators  who  would  be  independent  and  unbiassed  men  having  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  Council,  and  the  Councillors  should  not  be  allowed  on  the 
Court. 

10418.  Would  it  meet  your  view  if  all  the  valuators  that  are  chosen  by  the 
Municipalities  were  approved  of  by  a  Government  officer  ?  It  would  be  rather  a  costly 
business  to  have  a  salaried  Government  valuator  in  every  district  ? — Could  not  there  be 
a  public  valuator  appointed  by  Government  to  do  nothing  else  but  value  assets  in  the 
whole  Peninsula  ? 

10419.  One  man? — Yes,  one  common  valuator. 

10420.  That  would  be  in  special  reference  to  the  Peninsula  ? — Quite  so. 

10421.  But  there  is  a  similar  objection  in  almost  every  Division,  and  would  it  not 
be  to  a  large  extent  met  by  a  provision  that  every  person  appointed  by  local  bodies  to 
value  should  have  their  names  submitted  to  some  high  officer  of  the  Government  for 
approval  ? — No  ;  I  don’t  think  that  the  Council  of  any  Municipality  should  have  any 
voice  in  the  matter  with  regard  to  valuators. 

10422.  Not  even  so  far  as  the  choosing  of  the  valuators  is  concerned  ? — No  ;  they 
should  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  choosing  of  the  valuators. 

10423.  Would  you  have  them  appointed  entirely  by  the  Government? — Yes, 
unprejudiced  and  unbiassed  people  should  be  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

10424.  When  you  said  that  the  Municipal  Councils  tried  to  keep  their  valuations 
as  high  as  possible  in  order  to  increase  their  borrowing  powers,  did  you  speak  by  the 
book  ana  from  your  own  observation,  or  was  it  merely  a  kind  of  surmise  ? — It  is 
common  talk,  and  I  don’t  think  they  deny  it. 

10425.  Because  you  are  aware  that  the  borrowing  powers  of  the  Municipality 
bears  a  certain  ratio  to  the  revenue,  and  therefore  it  is  their  idea  to  keep  their  revenue 
as  high  as  possible  you  think  ? — Yes. 

10426.  And  from  this  point  of  view  you  consider  some  Government  supervision 
absolutely  necessary  ? — Yep,  decidedly. 

10427.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  one  valuation  for  all  purposes  ;  for 
the  Municipality,  the  Divisional  Council,  and  for  succession  duty  purposes  ? — Yes, 
generally. 

10428.  Dr.  Gregory.']  What  is  the  approximate  size  of  your  cemetery  ? — Two 
morgen.  It  is  a  strip  of  land  extending  in  a  triangular  form  to  an  apex  at  the 
lower  end. 
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10429.  It  is  really  rather  a  nice  site,  is  it  not? — Yes,  it  is  a  very  good  site 
indeed.  You  may  dig  there  to  a  depth  of  6  feet  in  winter  and  not  find  any  water. 

10430.  And  still  the  astonishing  part  is  that  it  is  practically  closed  to  Wynberg; 
they  don’t  use  it  ? — It  is  not  used  by  the  Wynberg  people.  If  they  do  we  should  have 
a  voice  in  the  matter. 

10431.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  the  Wynberg  people  using  it  ? — Not  if 
they  pay  for  the  plots. 

10432.  You  are  aware  of  the  difficulties  which  have  occurred  with  the  cemeteries 
in  the  suburban  Municipalities  ? — Yes. 

10433.  And  even  in  Wynberg  there  are  burials  in  most  improper  places,  in 
Church  Road  for  example  ? — Yes. 

10434.  And  yet  they  prefer  to  do  that  rather  than  go  to  a  nice  cemetery  ? — Yes. 
I  must  say  that  the  Wynberg  cemetery  is  beautifully  kept,  and  we  are  not  in  a  position 
to  keep  ours  in  the  same  way.  Ours  is  certainly  a  beautiful  spot,  but  still  the  embel¬ 
lishments  of  it  are  not  such  as  to  commend  it  to  the  people. 

10435.  That  is  because  your  community  is  too  poor  to  keep  it  up? — Yes. 

10436.  But  in  dealing  with  burials  in  the  suburbs,  and  especially  in  Wynberg, 
round  about  there,  are  you  not  of  opinion  that  the  Constantia  cemetery  is  one  which 
should  have  been  made  more  use  of  ? — Well,  my  portion  of  the  Constantia  cemetery  is 
for  the  English  Church  people  at  Constantia,  and  we  have  only  sufficient  for  our  own 
people,  so  that  if  the  Wynberg  people  came  in  in  great  numbers  perhaps  we  should  be 
against  that,  because  our  portion  is  not  more  than  1§  acres. 

10437.  But  you  said  the  cemetery  was  two  morgen  ? — Yes,  but  that  applies  to  all 
the  denominations. 

10438.  It  is  a  public  cemetery,  really  ? — Yes. 

10439.  And  now  you  are  the  only  trustee  ? — Yes,  at  present. 

10440.  How  did  that  come  about  ? — Generally  from  the  death  or  removal  of 
former  trustees. 

10441.  But  then  have  no  steps  been  taken  to  replace  them  by  other  trustees? — 
No,  I  believe  not. 

10442.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Cemeteries  Act  does  not  contemplate  only  one 
trustee  ? — No,  I  suppose  not. 

10443.  You  are  aware  of  the  difficulties  in  providing  burial  grounds  for  the 
Malays  ? — Yes. 

10444.  Have  you  any  idea  why  they  refuse  to  bury  in  the  Constantia  cemetery  ? 
— Simply  because  they  refuse  to  conform  to  the  regulations — purchasing  the  plots  and 
dealing  with  the  ground.  The  labour  to  the  extent  of  about  £10  would  clear  the 
ground,  but  they  don’t  join  in  the  matter,  and  unless  one  man  comes  forward  and  does 
it  I  don’t  think  anything  will  be  done. 

10445.  You  are  personally  aware  of  the  difficulties  in  providing  burial  grounds 
for  the  Malays  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  ? — Yes. 

10446.  And  it  is  your  opinion  that  a  good  many  of  the  difficulties  raised  by  the 
Malays  are  hollow  and  should  not  be  paid  much  attention  to  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

10447.  And  that  such  excuses  as  they  are  always  making  in  regard  to  the  carrying 
of  their  dead  and  so  forth  are  really  made  to  do  duty  on  all  sorts  of  occasions  ? — Yes. 

10448.  And  in  your  opinion  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  bury  in 
Comtantia  ? — No  reason  whatever.  I  have  always  met  them,  and  upon  one  occasion  I 
took  them  round  to  the  cemetery  and  marked  out  and  measured  their  portion  of  ground, 
but  it  came  to  nothing. 

10449.  They  were  perfectly  aware  that  the  cemetery  would  bo  under  their  own 
denomination  and  control  ? — Yes,  but  they  would  not  submit  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  cemetery. 

10150.  In  spite  of  their  refusal,  you  are  aware  that  they  are  trying  to  establish  a 
cemetery  out  on  the  Flats  near  Wettou  road? — No,  I  was  not  aware  of  that. 

10451.  With  regard  to  the  unsanitariness  of  the  Constantia  area,  which  do  you 
think  would  be  the  more  feasible,  to  include  it  within  the  area  of  Wynberg  so  as  to  be 
under  the  control  of  their  sanitary  management,  or  to  give  the  Divisional  Council 
greater  powers  so  as  to  enable  it  to  look  after  the  sanitary  affairs  ? — I  think  it  would 
be  better  to  give  the  Divisional  Council  extended  powers. 

10452.  You  have  been  speaking  chiefly  of  the  farm  labourers  of  these  areas,  but,  in 
addition  to  the  mere  collection  of  houses  on  the  farm  areas,  you  are  aware,  are  you 
not,  that  especially  iu  the  neighbourhood  of  Diep  River,  many  lower  class  coloured 
persons  who  are  not  farm  labourers  are  inhabiting  unsanitary  dwellings  ? — Yes. 

10453.  And  it  is  an  urgent  matter  that  some  sanitary  control  should  be  extended 
to  those  areas  ? — Yes. 

10454.  With  regard  to  your  idea  of  an  independent  Board  for  dealing  with  the 
valuation  of  property,  it  has  been  suggested  by  one  of  the  witnesses  that  such  a  Board 
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,R'  ’  •  should  consist  of  Government  nominees,  one  of  whom — the  Chairman — should  be  a 
F.  /.^  M  r.  pernxan ent  officer,  and  that  the  remainder  should  he  gentlemen  selected  from  banks  and 
h  m  v.  iso-’  other  financial  institutions,  who  are  used  to  estimate  the  value  of  property.  This  Board 
to  sit  on  the  valuations  made  1^  the  valuators,  and  finally  to  decide  them.  Now,  would 
suoh  a  Board  as  that  meet  with  your  approval? — Yes. 

10455.  You  consider  that  gentlemen  conuected  with  lai'ge  financial  institutions 
would  be  the  most  competent  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  value  of  property  ? — Yes, 
decidedly. 

10456.  Dr.  Anderson .]  You  would  be  satisfied  with  the  creation  of  some  rural 
sanitary  authority  similar  to  those  in  England  for  dealing  with  sanitation  for  areas 
like  that  of  Constantia  ? — Yes. 

10457.  Under  a  rural  sanitary  authority,  are  you  aware  that  no  new  houses  can 
be  occupied  without  a  certificate  of  habitation  and  without  a  certificate  of  proper  water 
supply  ?  —That  applies  to  England  ? 

10458.  Yes. — Yes ;  that  might  be  done  with  advantage. 

10459.  And  such  powers  as  that  could  be  given  to  the  Divisional  Council  ? — Yes, 
or  to  their  successors  in  the  shape  of  any  Board  that  might  be  formed. 

10460.  Can  you  tell  us  what  those  cottages  are  constructed  of  ? — Soft  brick  and 
plaster  with  corrugated  iron  roofs  They  are  generally  fixed  on  one  of  the  ridges 
between  the  valleys  in  a  straight  line. 

10461.  I  suppose  people  living  in  those  cottages  would  use  any  chance  stream  of 
water  for  washing  purposes  ?—  Oh,  yes,  and  that  is  another  point ;  the  washing  is  all 
done  in  these  valleys. 

10462.  And  they  might  for  that  purpose  dam  up  the  stream,  and  the  water  might 
remain  stagnant  ? — Yes. 


FRIDAY,  30th  MAY,  1902. 

Present  : 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson.  Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney.  Mr.  J.  R.  de  Villiers. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 


Harry  Percival  Saunders  examined 

Mr-  10463.  Chairman .1  What  are  you  by  profession  ? — I  am  a  contractor  for  boring: 

H.  P.  Saunders.  artegian  weUs. 

:;oth  Map,  1902  1  04  64.  How  many  years’  experience  have  you  had  in  that  work  ? — From  1891  to 

1898  I  was  in  charge  of  the  Government  water  boring  branch  of  the  Agricultural 
Department  of  this  Colony. 

10465.  And  before  that  ? — Before  that  I  was  in  the  Attorney-General’s  Depart¬ 
ment  for  a  short  time—  about  a  couple  of  years. 

10466.  Are  you  an  engineer  by  profession  ? — I  am  not  an  engineer,  but  a  contractor 
for  boring  artesian  wells. 

10467.  Has  the  whole  of  your  experience  been  obtained  in  this  country  ? — Yes. 

10468.  In  various  parts  of  this  Colony,  I  presume? — Yes,  in  the  whole  of  the 
Colony,  and  I  have  also  done  work  in  Narnaqualand  for  the  Cape  Copper  Company, 
and  at  Bulawayo,  for  the  Rhodesian  Railways. 

10469.  Have  you  made  any  study  of  the  country  in  its  geological  and  geographical 
features? — Yes;  I  have  based  the  whole  of  my  boring  work  on  the  geology  of  the 
country. 

10470.  You  have  done  a  good  deal  of  boring  in  the  Cape  Peninsula? — Yes;  since 
1 898  I  have  done  the  whole  of  my  boring  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  with  the  exception  of 
one  or  two  holes  only. 

10471.  How  many  holes  have  you  put  down  in  the  Peninsula? — I  have  had 
actual  supervision  of  about  80. 

10472.  And  most  of  those  have  been  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Town  and  its 
suburbs,  I  presume  ? — Yes.  I  can  put  in  a  couple  of  maps,  one  of  Cape  Town  and 
one  of  the  suburbs,  shewing  the  exact  positions  of  64  bore  holes  I  have  made. 
I  have  here  a  couple  or  lists  giving  the  particulars  of  each  bore  hole  :  the  names  of  the 
people  for  whom  the  hole  was  bored,  the  results  obtained  by  pumping,  and  the  depth 
to  which  the  hole  was  bored  (Mans  and  Lists  put  in.) 
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10473.  What  is  the  greatest  depth  to  whicli  you  have  bored  in  the  suburbs  ? — At 
Ohlsson’s  Brewery  at  Newlands,  I  bored  to  a  depth  of  200  feet. 

10474.  And  what  is  the  greatest  depth  in  Cape  Town  ? — In  Breda  Street,  at  the 
the  top,  where  I  went  to  a  depth  of  210  feet. 

10475.  What  was  the  yield  of  water  from  the  deepest  borehole  at  Newlands  ? — 
2,500  gallons  per  hour  by  pumping,  a  total  of  60,000  gallons  for  24  hours.  This 
result  was  obtained  by  pumping  with  one  of  Messrs.  Cunningham  and  Gearing’s 
pumps — a  three  days’  trial  having  been  made. 

10476.  One  of  the  greatest  yields  appears  to  have  been  obtained  from  the  hole 
put  down  for  the  De  Beers  Cold  Storage  Syndicate,  No.  22  on  your  list,  a  hole  81 
feet  deep  yielding  3,500  gallons  of  water  per  hour  ? — That  is  rather  a  low  estimate  I 
think.  I  believe  it  will  yield  very  much  more,  but  even  that  is  84,000  gallons 
per  day. 

10477.  I  see  a  still  more  successful  boring,  an  80  foot  hole  for  the  South  African 
Breweries  at  Woodstock  yielding  4,250  gallons  per  day  ? — Yes  ;  that  was  the  average 
on  a  trial  for  three  days  and  three  nights. 

10478.  That  appears  to  be  the  best  on  your  list  ? — It  is  the  largest  yield,  but  it 
is  not  the  best  water.  I  might  also  say,  in  connection  with  that,  that  they  have  now 
sunk  a  shaft  20  feet  deep,  over  the  bore  hole,  and  they  are  pumping  out  of  it  180,000 
gallons  per  day  and  are  yet  unable  to  keep  the  water  down.  The  whole  of  that 
neighbourhood  seems  to  be  one  mass  of  water. 

10479.  What  is  the  character  of  the  water  there? — The  water  obtained  in  Wood- 
stock  and  all  around  there  is  very  slightly  saline.  It  is  unpolluted  by  any  surface 
contamination,  asl  can  show  by  the  analyses  which  have  been  made  of  it.  I  remember 
an  analysis  being  made  of  the  water  taken  from  the  De  Beers  bore  hole,  and  it  states 
that  the  water  is  entirely  free  from  organic  matter.  I  know  that  it  can  be  used  for 
drinking  purposes  without  any  harm  resulting,  but  there  is  no  question  about  it,  the 
water  is  slightly  saline.  In  some  cases  it  gives  as  much  as  120  grains  salt  per  gallon. 
The  water  is  being  used  for  the  condensers.  At  the  De  Beers  Cold  Storage  Works 
they  are  using  from  60  to  80  gallons  per  minute  for  that  purpose,  and  a  large  quantity 
is  being  used  at  Kamp’s  Cold  Storage  Works  on  the  other  side  of  the  line.  The  South 
African  Breweries  are  going  to  use  their  water  for  all  ordinary  purposes,  except,  of 
course,  for  brewing. 

10480.  What  was  the  character  of  the  water  from  the  bore  hole  at  Ohlsson’s 
Brewery  ? — I  have  never  had  it  analysed,  bat  the  water  from  a  bore  hole  at  Newlands 
Station,  below  that,  has  been  analysed,  and  it  has  been  characterised  as  being  of 
marvellous  purity.  It  is  of  remarkable  organic  purity. 

10481.  Generally  speaking,  the  water  issuing  from  holes  on  the  low-lands  near  the 
sea  line  is  brackish,  whilst  the  water  at  the  upper  levels  is  pure  ? — Yes,  the  further  you 
get  from  the  sea  the  purer,  speaking  generally.  For  instance,  at  Newlands  the  water 
seems  to  be  perfectly  pure  according  to  the  analyses. 

10482.  I  suppose  it  is  very  likely  the  same  water  which  conies  from  the  natural 
springs  there  ? — Yes  ;  it  is  water  which  is  derived  from  the  mountain. 

10483.  From  everyone  of  these  boreholes  the  water  has  to  be  pumped  ? — Yes, 
from  every  one.  We  did  get  the  water  to  flow  from  one  hole,  the  one  at  Ohlsson’s  Brewery. 
We  finished  it  in  August,  and  that  was  a  particularly  wet  year,  and  for  six  weeks,  or 
perhaps  two  months,  the  water  flowed  from  the  top  of  the  pipes  which  were  carried  to 
the  surface.  After  that  they  removed  these  pipes  to  a  depth  of  some  30  feet  and  built 
a  large  tank,  from  which  they  pumped  the  water.  It  does  not  flow  out  of  the  top  now. 
but  whether  the  water  would  flow  out  of  the  top  again  if  the  pipes  were  brought  to  the 
surface  I  could  not  say,  and  no  experiment  has  been  made.  We  got  the 
greater  portion  of  this  supply  of  water  just  when  we  reached  the  hard 
rock  at  about  180  feet  down.  For  the  first  35  feet  of  our  boring  we 
had  boulders  to  bore  through,  and  there  was  a  tremendous  quantity  of  surface 
water ;  below  that  we  wem  through  about  150  feet  of  decomposed  clay  slate  and 
then  on  to  the  hard  rock.  It  is  the  same  formation  everywhere.  A  very  strange  thing 
in  connection  with  this  same  bore  hole  was  that,  for  the  first  day  or  so  after  the 
completion  of  the  bore  hole,  the  water  did  not  flow.  We  started  pumpiug  and  pumped 
for  a  week  at  the  rate  of  about  60,000  gallons  per  day,  and  immediately  we  ceased 
pumping  the  water  flowed.  Whether  it  was  owing  to  an  abnormal  increase  in  the  supply 
of  water  at  that  time  I  do  not  know,  and  I  would  not  like  to  say  that  such  a  thing  could 
be  relied  upon  to  happen  again  ;  in  fact  I  am  perfectly  sure  that  in  the  drier  periods 
of  the  year  the  water  will  have  to  be  pumped. 

10484.  You  have  about  50  bore  holes  in  the  suburbs  at  an  average  depth  of  97  feet, 
yielding  an  average  of  77 0  gallons  per  hole  per  hour  and  a  daily  aggregate  of  462,000 
gallons  ? — Yes,  that  is  taking  a  day  of  12  hours.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  all 
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^r-  .  these  pumps  are  working  for  12  hours  each  day,  therefore  it  would  be  incorrect  to  say 
u.  r.  s.y.’tj.t'.  every  day  there  is  this  enormous  increase  iu  the  water  supply  of  the  district 

;t0th  May.  1902  through  the  50  bore  holes  which  have  been  put  down. 

10485.  But  there  would  be  this  increase  in  our  daily  supply  provided  that  all 
these  pumps  were  kept  going  for  the  12  hours  ? — Yes. 

10486.  But  a  large  proportion  of  that,  I  presume,  is  not  potable  water  ? — I  think  the 
analyses  will  shew  that  all  that  water  is  potable,  but  there  are  other  purposes  for  which 
the  water  is  required.  Very  hard  water  would  not  do  for  washing  purposes  or  steam 
purposes,  but  it  would  be  most  useful  for  the  condenser,  aud  almost  all  of  it  could  be 
used  for  potable  purposes. 

10487.  The  pumping  is  generally  done  by  air  motor,  is  it  not? — Not  generally; 
some  of  the  pumping  is  done  by  electric  power,  some  by  steam  and  some  by  hand, 
though  a  number  of  the  smaller  holes  are  kept  going  by  wind  power. 

10488.  Would  you  advocate  the  putting  down  of  bore  holes  as  a  main,  or  even  a 
considerable,  source  of  water  supply  for  the  Peninsula  ? — I  think  it  would  be  futile  to 
attempt  to  supply  any  large  community  with  water  from  bore  holes  as  a  main  supply. 
There  are  certain  ways  in  which  boring  may  be  very  useful,  but  I  think  it  would  be 
quite  impracticable  to  attempt  to  supply  the  Peninsula  solely  by  means  of  bore  holes 
or  even  to  increase  the  supply  to  any  considerable  extent.  A  good  deal  may  be  done 
by  means  of  bore  holes,  but  people  expect  too  much,  and  the  thing  must  really  exist 
upon  its  own  merits.  There  is  a  lot  to  be  done  in  the  matter  of  getting  water  from 
bore  holes,  but  to  expect  that  everything  should  be  done  by  that  means  would  be  to 
damn  the  whole  business  altogether.  In  certain  places  where  you  cannot  get  water 
laid  on  from  the  mains,  or  for  people  who  require  water  for  market  gardening  purposes, 

•  bore  holes  are  very  useful.  Within  the  last  three  weeks  I  have  finished  three  bore 
holes  at  Newlands  between  the  springs  and  the  mountain.  They  are  for  market 
gardeners.  These  men  have  had  to  expend  a  sum  of  about  £70  to  obtain  water  for 
their  gardens  and  this  is  the  class  of  consumer  to  whom  the  bore  hole  is  a  great  benefit. 

10489.  Could  they  not  get  public  water  there?— They'  asked  for  it  to  be  laid  on, 
but  it  was  not  laid  on. 

10490.  Were  they  not  ratepayers  ? — Yes  ;  but  what  they  want  is  a  large  quantity 
at  certain  periods  of  the  year.  The  usual  supply  of  100  gallons  per  day  would  be  of 
no  use  to  them. 

10491.  Are  these  bore  holes  mentioned  in  your  list  ? — Yes  ;  two  for  Harts  and  one 
for  Hennick. 

10492.  I  see  there  are  entries  of  J.  Hart  for  whom  a  hole  has  been  bored  to  a 
depth  of  100  feet  yielding  350  gallons  per  hour,  a  T.  Hart  for  whom  a  hole  has  been 
bored  to  a  depth  of  108  feet  yielding  120  gallons  per  hour,  and  a  Hennick  for  whom  a 
hole  has  been  bored  to  a  depth  of  92  feet  yielding  400  gallons  per  hour  ? — Those  are 
the  three. 

10493.  Are  they  near  each  other? — Yes,  they  are  close  to  each  other.  They  had 
wells  previously  to  a  depth  of  45  feet  and  had  an  ample  supply  of  water  in  the  winter, 
but  as  summer  wore  on  the  supply  became  less  and  less,  and  finally  failed.  I  began  my 
borings  in  the  bottoms  of  the  wells,  and  now  that  the  borings  are  completed,  I  have 
filled  up  the  wells,  so  that  possible  sources  of  pollution  of  water  supply  are  now 
removed. 

10494.  How  long  is  it  since  these  holes  were  put  down  ? — They  have  just  been 
completed.  They  are  only  very  small  holes,  but  they  illustrate  my  meaning  in  saying 
that  this  is  a  class  of  people  who  are  most  benefited  by  water  borings. 

10495.  Do  you  make  it  your  practice  to  watch  the  results  of  your  borings  for  any 
length  of  time  ? — I  visit  them  periodically,  and  I  obtain  the  results,  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  from  the  owners  themselves.  I  frequently  go  around  myself  and  ask 
what  results  have  followed  the  boring. 

10496.  How  many  of  these  bore  holes  have  shewn  a  falling  off  in  the  yield?  — 
Not  one  ;  in  no  case  has  there  been  any  falling  off  in  the  yield.  I  forgot,  however, 
that  there  is  one  case,  a  hole  bored  for  Messrs.  Hare.  At  the  very  end  of  the  summer 
the  supply  from  that  hole  decreases  by  about  a  third,  but  then  it  is  high  up  on  the 
mountain  at  Woodstock,  and  perhaps  by  going  a  little  deeper  a  little  more  water 
might  be  obtained  there.  There  are  a  great  number  of  holes  bored  in  that  locality. 
They  are  in  great  demand  for  the  brick-fields.  I  have  put  down  several  holes  around 
Salt  River  and  Woodstock  for  brick-field  purposes. 

10497.  Would  you  say  now,  with  reference  to  the  failure  of  that  particular  bore 
hole,  that  it  indicates  to  your  miud  that  there  is  a  rise  and  fall  in  these  subterranean 
waters  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is  any  rise.  The  water  is  derived  from  the  mountain, 
and  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  if  there  is  a  great  demand  on  the  supply,  and  no 
compensating  rainfall,  the  supply  may  decrease.  For  instance,  the  De  Beers  are 
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pumping  day  and  night,  but  I  think  that  down  iu  the  lower  neighbourhoods  there  will 
never  be  a  decrease  in  the  supply. 

10498.  But  would  not  the  fact  that  the  water  is  somewhat  more  brackish  there 
indicate  that  the  water  dams  back  the  other  way  from  the  sea  ? — I  do  not  think  that  the 
water  goes  hack  from  the  sea.  I  think  that  the  brackishness  may  be  caused,  in  supplies 
at  holes  bored  near  the  sea,  by  capillary  attraction.  It  may  possibly  be  that,  or  it  may 
be  that  the  rocks  themselves  are  saturated  with  salt  and  the  water  gets  its  saltiness  from 
the  rocks  I  am  inclined  to  think,  however,  that  near  the  sea  the  salinity  of  the  water 
from  the  bore  holes  is  due  to  eapillary  attraction.  It  is  a  remarkable  thing  that  when 
we  get  hard  rock  compai’atively  near  the  surface  the  water  is  bracker.  if  we  have  a 
i  great  depth  of  decomposed  rock  to  go  through,  the  water  is  generally  very  good. 

10499.  A  suggestion  was  made  here  that,  accepting  it  as  probable  that  the  whole 
of  the  water  obtained  from  boring  comes  really  from  the  mountain,  some  plan  might 
be  devised  of  miniug  or  driving  a  tunnel  along  the  mountain  slopes  for  a  considerable 
distance  to  intercept  the  flow,  a  tunnel  of  indeterminate  length,  say  a  mile  ? — I  can 
hardly  see  that,  I  must  say  I  do  not  know  very  much  about  it,  but  I  can  hardly  agree 
that  it  would  be  so.  It  is  quite  possible  that  by  tunnelling  into  the  mountain  you  may 
increase  the  supply,  but  it  would  be  hard  to  say  that  it  would  be  a  permanent  increase. 
I  look  upon  the  mountain  as  a  kind  of  a  large  tank,  and  if  you  put  a  small  tap  into  a 
tank,  and  turn  on  the  tap,  the  supply  will  last  for  a  certain  time,  and  perhaps  before  it 
is  exhausted  the  tank  may  be  re-filled.  But  if  you  put  in  20  or  30  taps,  or  one  very 
large  tap,  and  let  it  run  very  quickly,  the  supply  will  become  exhausted  sooner. 

10500.  Which  shews  that  your  view  is  that  there  is  no  running  stream  under¬ 
neath  the  ground  there ;  it  is  a  certain  quantity  stored  up  which  you  tap  by  means  of 
these  bore  holes,  and  the  more  bore  holes  you  put  down  the  sooner  you  will  exhaust 
the  supply  ? — There  must  be  a  limit.  There  is  no  question  about  it,  but  we  do  not 
know  what  the  limit  is.  I  daresay  that  it  may  be  possible  to  ascertain  it  by  calculating 
the  amount  of  moisture  that  falls  on  Table  Mountain  and  what  is  stored  in  the  reser¬ 
voirs  there.  There  is  no  running  stream ;  I  have  never  thought  that.  There  is  no 
supply  outside  Table  Mountain.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  real  artesian  water  here. 
As  you  go  down  you  gradually  increase  the  supply. 

10501.  You  have  never  sunk  a  hole  deeper  thau  210  feet? — No,  not  in  this  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  but  I  have  sunk  deeper  holes.  I  sunk  a  couple  of  holes  at  Matjesfontein 
some  time  ago.  One  hole  was  sunk  to  a  depth  of  170  feet,  and  I  felt  sure  at  the  time 
that  we  had  tapped  all  the  water  that  could  be  got  there,  but  as  the  bore  was  obtained 
for  experimental  purposes  I  obtained  permission  to  put  another  hole  alongside  the  first 
one,  and  did  so.  We  went  some  little  distance  away  and  we  bored.  We  got  no 
water  below  170  feet  although  we  went  down  1,504  feet. 

10502.  What  is  the  result  as  regards  the  size  of  the  bore  holes  ? — I  put  down  a 
hole  for  the  Railway  Department,  6  inches  in  diameter,  and  a  pump  lias  been  used 
with  a  4-inch  cylinder,  pumping  25,000  to  26,000  gallons  per  day,  working  day  and 
night.  I  put  down  another  hole  90  feet  away,  a  7-inch  hole,  but  we  get  no  more 
water  from  it  although  the  hole  is  both  wider  and  deeper.  They  have  put  in  a  pump 
with  a  5-inch  cylinder  there,  hut  it  does  not  work  any  better.  I  have  advised  them  to 
put  in  a  4-inch  cylinder  and  they  will  get  the  same  amount  of  water.  Really,  the 
water  is  percolating  there  at  a  certain  rate  and  it  does  the  same  all  over  the  country. 

10503.  Dr.  Gregory^]  What  has  been  the  approximate  cost  of  these  bores 
which  supply  us  with  over  400,000  gallons  of  water  every  12  hours  ? — I  estimate  that 
the  boring  has  cost  from  £7,000  to  £8,000.  In  addition  to  that  there  is  the  pumping 
machinery  to  be  considered  and  also  the  upkeep. 

10504.  What  do  you  think  the  upkeep  amounts  to  ? — In  the  case  of  the  holes  that 
have  been  put  down  for  the  use  of  factories  the  cost  is  very  trifling.  They  are  using  the 
steam  aud  the  additional  power  required  for  pumping  the  water  is  inconsiderable. 

10505.  So  that  for  the  purposes  for  which  you  advocate  supplies  by  water  bores, 
the  bores  are  the  most  economical  means  of  obtaining  the  water  ? — Yes,  for  certain 
purposes. 

10506.  Let  us  take  the  instance  of  the  three  bore  holes  at  Newlands  which  you 
mention.  They  are  getting  au  average  of  870  gallons  per  hour  from  those  holes  ? — 
They  could  get  au  average  of  that  from  all  throe  holes. 

10507.  Then  no  matter  how  economically  the  water  was  supplied  them  by  the 
local  authorities  they  could  not  get  those  870  gallons  per  hour  at  such  a  cheap  rate  ? — 
No,  I  should  hardly  say  so.  The  way  they  put  their  situation  to  me  was  this :  they 
said  they  could  go  along  for  10  months  or  so  on  the  supply  that  they  had  before,  but 
it  was  the  other  two  months  of  the  year  that  ruined  them.  They  shewed  me  a  number 
of  trees  that  had  been  killed  by  the  drought,  aud  one  of  the  Harts  said  to  me  that  he 
would  be  able  to  pay  the  whole  cost  of  the  boring  next  year  by  the  sale  of  flowers  alone. 
This  year  owing  to  the  shortness  in  the  water  supply  he  had  not  been  able  to  make 
anything  out  of  his  flowers. 
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''fr-  10508.  For  industrial  and  agricultural  purposes,  which  require  a  fairly  large 

amount  of  water  delivered  at  oue  place,  bore  holes  are  about  as  cheap  a  method  of 
. uli  m.iv,  i'"1-’.  obtaining  it  as  can  be  devised? — For  industrial  purposes  I  agree,  but  for  agricultural 
purposes  do  you  mean  irrigation  ? 

10509.  I  should  have  said  market  gardening  purposes? — 'For  orchards  or  ordinary 
gardens  I  think  that  the  fact  that  there  have  been  so  many  bore  holes  put  down  proves 
that  to  bo  the  case.  The  people  who  go  in  for  these  bore  holes  are  people  who  cannot 
afford  to  waste  any  large  sum  of  money.  They  have  none  to  throw  away,  so  that  this 
mode  of  supply  must  be  the  cheapest,  because  they  are  not  all  fools  in  the  Cape 
Peninsula. 

10510.  You  would  not  advocate  boring  as  a  practical  method  of  inoreasing  the 
public  water  supply,  except  that  indirectly  it  is  a  practical  and  economical  way  of 
increasing  the  supply  by  diminishing  the  demands  upou  the  public  supply  by  the  amount 
which  is  used  for  industrial  and  market  gardening  purposes  ? — Yes. 

10511.  And  in  that  way  it  is  a  valuable  adjunct  to  a  water  scheme? — 
Undoubtedly. 

10512.  Mr.  Gurnei/.~\  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  supply  of  water  at  Rob’ben 
Island  ? — I  do.  I  put  down  bore  holes  there  myself  some  years  ago.  They  were  hard  up 
for  water.  They  had  only  two  wells,  and  their  supply  was  in  a  precarious  condition.  I 
put  down  five  bore  holes  ;  two  at  the  Female  Leper  Ward,  one  at  the  Male  Lunatic 
Ward,  and  two  at  this  end  of  the  Island. 

10513.  To  what  depth  was  the  holes  carried  ? — The  deepest  hole  was  83  feet,  but 
in  that  case  we  reached  the  water  at  about  30  feet.  Below  that  we  got  more  water,  but 
it  was  brackish,  so  I  shut  off  the  water  below  30  feet,  and  now  all  the  water  from  the 
hole  is  used  for  garden  and  domestic  purposes. 

10514.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  supply  ? — I  think  about  35,000  or  40,000 
gallons  per  day.  The  holes  are  only  small  ones :  one  is  a  2-inch  hole  and  the  others 
are  3  inches  in  diameter. 

10515.  Where  does  that  water  come  from  ? — It  is  water  that  falls  on  the 
Island  itself.  There  is  sand  and  a  lot  of  sea  shells  which  in  course  of  time  have  become 
cemented  into  a  kind  of  Saldanha  Bay  stone.  Every  drop  of  water  that  falls  on  the 
island  is  retained  by  the  rocks,  which  are  very  strangely  contorted.  They  are  almost 
vertical,  and  at  the  edge  of  the  island,  in  the  direction  in  which  the  water  would  have 
run,  they  have  been  tilted  quite  back,  so  that  very  little  of  the  water  which  falls  on  the 
island  escapes.  The  whole  of  the  rainfall  seems  to  be  held  there.  The  water  in  the 
bore  holes  gets  lower  in  the  dry  seasons  and  rises  again  in  the  wet  seasons. 

10516.  Mr.  Stewart .]  In  determining  the  position  for  these  bore  holes  which  you 
put  down  do  you  take  preliminary  levels  and  get  the  altitude  of  the  ground  above  the 
sea? — No;  as  a  rule  we  are  told  to  put  down  a  bore  hole  and  are  given  a  place  of 
perhaps  10  yards  square  in  which  to  commence.  In  some  cases  we  are  told  to  put  down 
the  hole  exactly  in  the  spot  marked. 

10517.  Could  you,  with  the  information  which  you  have  got,  give  us  the  levels 
above  the  sea  of  the  various  bore  holes  which  you  have  put  down  ? — I  could  not. 

10518.  The  water  which  you  get  by  boring  is  not  under  pressure  but  has  to  be 
lifted  to  the  surface  of  the  ground  ? — -In  some  cases  the  water  is  sub-artesian.  We 
may  go  through  a  bank  of  clay  30  or  40  or  1 00  feet  deep  and  then  the  water  will  rise 
to  a  certain  level,  but  there  is  no  real  artesian  water. 

10519.  In  other  words  it  is  under  purely  local  conditions  and,  without  further 
pumping,  the  water  could  not  be  made  available  for  the  general  supply  of  the 
district  ? — No. 

10520.  What  are  the  general  features  of  the  geological  formation  in  which  these 
bore  holes  are  ?  Is  it  alluvial  or  solid  rock? — We  always  bore  through  the  alluvial 
until  we  get  through  the  ordinary  surface — the  subsoil.  Then  there  is  a  bed  of 
boulders,  then  a  bed  of  decomposed  clay  slate  and,  after  that,  the  hard  blue. 
There  is  no  water  in  the  hard  blue. 

10521.  The  hard  blue  is  a  clay  slate,  is  it  not  ? — Yes  ;  the  same  formation  that 
has  been  weathered. 

10522.  According  to  you,  it  is  absolutely  out  of  the  question  to  go  into  this  hard 
blue  to  get  water  ? — I  would  not  go  so  far  as  that,  but  my  experience  has  certainly 
shewn  that  it  is  quite  unnecessary. 

10523.  You  have  seen  the  excavations  made  at  the  Docks  by  the  Harbour  Board  ? 
—Yes. 

10524.  And  they  contained  no  water  worth  speaking  of  ? — That  is  so.  I  was  asked 
by  Mr.  Jagger  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  utility  of  boring  about  there.  I  said 
that  it  was  practically  useless  and,  even  if  water  were  obtained,  it  would  be  very  brack. 
That  has  been  the  experience  of  Oombrinck’s.  I  was  asked  to  put  down  a  bore  hole 
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for  them  and  I  told  them  that  the  water  would  be  brack.  I  had  bored  for  Attwell’s  ^ 

nearby.  One  might  safely  say  that  everything  on  the  other  side  of  Adderley  Street  ' _ _ 

in  the  way  of  bore  holes  produces  brack  water.  30,11  MaJr> 1902 

10525.  Then  where  you  get  the  most  water  is  down  on  the  Flats  ?• — The  area  in 
which  the  largest  quantity  of  water  is  obtained  by  boring  is  between  the  Central  Jetty 
and  Sait  River.  That  is  the  best  area  to  bore  if  you  want  quantity  and  not  quality. 

I  have  got  very  good  water  for  Messrs.  Daniel  Mills  aud  Sons,  and  Cooper’s 
Carriage  Works  are  pumping  600  gallons  per  hour  by  steam  from  a  hole  put  down  for 
them.  That  is  very  good  water  too.  In  some  of  the  cases  it  is  declared  to  be  perfectly 
pure  spring  water. 

10526.  What  is  your  theory  as  regards  the  larger  supply  of  water  from  this  area 
than  from  other  parts  ? — The  water  is  derived  from  the  mountain,  and  the  nearer  the 
source  the  better  the  water.  But  in  passing  from  the  source  of  supply  iu  the  direction 
of  the  sea  it  passes  through  a  variety  of  strata.  Some  of  the  rocks  are  very  brack.  For 
instance,  at  Maitland  you  may  go  along  the  railway  and  see  in  the  cuttings  a  formation  of 
rock  which  weathers  to  a  round  shape.  If  you  take  a  piece  of  that  rock  and  cut  it  you 
can  taste  the  salt  in  it.  The  water  passing  towards  the  sea  may  meet  some  of  this  rock 
and  take  up  certain  of  the  mineral  salts.  On  the  other  hand  I  fancy,  although  I  may 
be  wrong,  that  the  water  obtains  some  of  its  saltness  by  capillary  attraction  from  the 
sea. 

10527.  You  get  the  larger  supplies  where  the  drainage  from  the  higher  areas 
meets  the  sea — approximately  of  course  ? — Not  necessarily.  In  the  Newlands  district, 
in  the  case  of  Ohlsson’s  Brewery,  which  I  have  mentioned,  a  very  good  supply  indeed 
is  obtained.  That  I  take  it  is  the  drainage  of  the  water  coming  down  the  Skeleton 
Gorge. 

10528.  It  is  at  the  confluence  of  several  catchment  areas? — Yes. 

10529.  The  water  is  collected  together  there  ? — Exactly. 

10530.  You  are  aware  of  the  rock  which  forms  the  foundation  of  Table  Mountain  ? 

— The  Table  Mountain  sandstone. 

10531.  I  refer  to  the  underlying  rock  ? — Uunder  the  Table  Mountain  sandstone 
it  will  be  granite. 

10532.  Do  you  think  that  you  could  reasonably  anticipate  obtaining  water  by 
driving  a  tunnel  into  the  Table  Mountain  granite? — No  ;  most  decidedly  not. 

10533.  Chairman .]  Have  you  any  other  suggestion  to  make  ? — I  may  say  something 
with  regard  to  Simonstown.  I  have  been  down  there  once  or  twice.  In  1896,  whilst  I 
was  in  the  Government  service,  I  went  down  there  and  I  made  a  report  on  the  supply. 

Later,  in  1901,  I  was  asked  by  the  Town  Council  to  send  in  a  report  and  I  did  so  in 
March  of  that  year.  It  was  as  follows : — 

“  After  inspecting  the  springs  from  which  the  Municipality  at  present  obtains 
the  water  supply,  and  also  the  locality  of  the  Red  Hill,  I  cannot  recommend  any 
vertioal  boring  at  any  of  these  sites.  Since  the  date  of  my  last  report  to  the 
Council  upon  this  matter  I  have  learnt  nothing  to  induce  me  to  alter  my  opinion 
as  to  the  geologioal  structure  of  the  neighbourhood,  or  of  the  direction  of  the 
general  underground  flow  of  the  water.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion  that  careful 
boring  or  driving  into  the  rock  at  right  angles  to  the  strike  thereof  (and  to  the 
flow  of  the  water)  and  along  the  bedding  plaue,  would  possibly  be  the  means  of 
increasing  the  present  supply ;  but  whether  this  would  be  permanent 
or  otherwise  it  is  difficult  to  say.  Such  work  is  always  experimental. 

Boring  would  probably  be  less  expensive  than  driving,  but  there  is  always  a 
possibility,  however  remote,  of  losing  water  by  such  work  at  an  altitude.  In 
this  instance  I  do  not  anticipate  such  a  danger,  but  driving  would  certainly 
remove  any  cause  for  fear  as  any  dry  crevices  or  outlets  could  be  stopped  with 
cement.  Of  course  a  bore  hole  sunk  at  the  top  of  the  hill  in  the  locality  of  the 
Naval  dam  would  probably  yield  water  if  bored  to  the  requisite  depth,  but  such 
boring  would  have  to  be  of  a  large  diameter  and  would,  of  necessity,  be  a  most 
costly  undertaking.  The  same  remarks  would  apply  in  the  case  of  the  Red  Hill 
locality  ;  at  both  places  the  water  would  probably  have  to  be  pumped  up  by  means  of 
costly  machinery.  I  pointed  out  to  the  Council’s  Engineer,  Mr.  Attridge,  the  most 
suitable  site,  in  my  opinion,  for  such  driving  or  boring  work  as  I  have  suggested, 
and  I  need  only  add  that  such  work  should  be  continued  so  long  as  the  rock  shows 
auy  water  bearing  crevices.  The  yield  from  the  spring  should  be  carefully 
measured  at  frequent  intervals,  say  twice  a  day,  during  operations,  in  order  to 
note  any  variations  in  the  flow  of  water  from  the  cutting  or  spring.  Any  work 
iu  this  direction  should  be  commenced  without  delay,  as  a  more  settled  state  of  the 
weather  in  the  immediate  future  may  be  reasonably  expected ;  and  water 
‘  workings  ’  should  always  be  undertaken  in  the  dry  seasons.” 
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Robert  Bromley  examined.  • 

10534.  Chairman.']  What  are  .your  duties  and  qualifications? — lam  fhe  Distriot 
Inspector  of  Public  Works  for  the  No.  1  District,  which  embraces  the  Cape  Division, 

_ _  '  and  I  am  entrusted  with  the  inspection  of  the  roads  and  bridges  in  that  district.  I 

-Orh  May,  19C2.  have  been  engaged  in  that  capacity  since  1874. 

10535.  Over  what  area  do  your  duties  take  you? — My  present  district  is  from  the 
Orange  River  down  to  the  Duivenhoks  River,  on  the  boundary  of  Swellendam,  including 
Bredasdorp  on  the  Eastern  side.  I  have  within  my  district  Calvinia,  Sutherland, 
Ceres,  Worcester,  Robertson,  and  Annex  Swellendam. 

1053(1.  Who  instructs  you  to  make  the  inspection  of  the  roads  in  the  Cape 
Division  ? — The  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works. 

10537.  How  often  do  you  make  these  inspections  ? — My  duties  often  take  me  over 
the  roads,  but  I  do  not  report  upon  them  on  every  occasion.  I  make  my  reports  about 
twice  a  year.  I  have  a  standing  order  to  inspect  these  roads  twice  a  year 

10538.  Is  that  standing  order  specially  with  reference  to  those  in  the  Cape 
Division  ? — Not  more  than  any  other  district. 

10539.  How  often  do  you  make  a  written  report  of  the  result  of  your  inspection  ? 
— Twice  a  year. 

10540.  May  I  take  it  that  your  report  goes  in  twice  a  year  upon  the  condition  of 
the  roads  in  the  Cape  Division  ? — Yes,  and  it  is  afterwards  sent  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works. 

1054 L.  Are  your  reports  ever  sent  to  the  Divisional  Council? — They  are  not 
necessarily  entirely  sent  to  the  Divisional  Council,  as  a  whole,  whatever  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  Public  Works  thinks  necessary  he  sends. 

10542.  It  is  left  to  him  what  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Divisional  Council  ? — Yes,  I 
report  to  him. 

10543.  On  what  matters  do  you  report  ? — On  the  state  of  the  roads  and  the 
bridges. 

10544.  Does  the  report  on  the  state  of  the  roads  involve  matters  about  the  width  ? 
— Not  so  much  that,  as  the  condition  of  the  roads  and  suitability  to  meet  the  require¬ 
ments. 

10545.  If  the  Government  were  asked  to  make  any  suggestion  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  any  piece  of  road,  you  would  have  to  report  on  the  necessity  for  it  and  its 
probable  cost,  I  suppose  ? — Yes. 

10546.  And  of  the  way  in  which  it  has  been  carried  out  after  it  has  been  agreed 
to  ? — Yes.  It  is  not  necessary  for  the  Divisional  Council  when  constructing  a  road  to 
ask  the  Grovernment  to  contribute,  but  if  they  do  so,  then  I  nave  to  inspect  and  report. 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  other  roads,  except  the  main  roads  at  the  request  of  a 
Counoil.  We  do  not  inspect  the  Divisional  or  other  roads,  only  the  main  roads. 

10547.  Would  your  attention  be  specially  directed  to  the  condition  of  roads 
within  the  Municipal  areas  “in  the  Cape  Division? — Not  more  so  than  outside. 
I  take  a  road  as  a  whole  and  report  on  any  portion  of  it  that  there  is  anything  to  say 
about  irrespective  of  Municipalities  through  which  it  passes. 

10548.  As  Jar  as  the  main  road  through  the  Cape  Division  is  concerned,  do  you 
find  that  it  is  a  costly  road  to  maintain  ? — Of  course  it  is  very  costly,  especially  near  to 
Cape  Town,  on  account  of  the  heavy  traffic. 

10549.  Do  you  find  any  special  difficulty  here  with  reference  to  the  material  for 
the  construction  of  the  roads  ? — The  Divisional  Council  have  got  over  that  difficulty 
now. 

10550.  In  what  way  ? — They  have  got  a  crusher  and  have  a  good  quarry.  I  was 
asked  to  inspect  the  quarry  and  report  upon  it  before  the  crusher  was  erected. 

10551.  Is  that  the  quarry  near  Fish  Hoek  ? — Yes.  From  that  quarry  they 
repair  their  roads  near  to  the  quarry  and  as  far  as  Maitland. 

10552.  Is  the  quarry  upon  Crown  land  or  is  it  part  of  a  private  farm  ? — I  think 
it  is  upon  Grovernment  property,  but  I  do  not  know  for  certain. 

10553.  You  do  not  know  if  the  Cape  Divisional  Council  have  the  sole  right  to 
the  material  from  that  quairy  ? — I  do  not  know. 

10551.  Have  they  put  up  all  the  works  there  ? — Yes,  they  erected  the  crusher 
some  three  years  ago.  About  that  time  the  Claremont  gravel  gave  out.  The  Clare¬ 
mont  gravel  had  been  the  best  material  which  they  had  had  up  to  that  time.  It  was 
really  the  best  material  they  have  ever  had  in  the  Cape  Division. 

10555.  What  kind  of  gravel  is  that? — It  is  a  very  good  gravel  indeed.  It  is  an 
iron  stone.  After  it  has  been  laid  down  and  has  had  a  little  traffic  over  it  it  sets 
almost  like  cement  and  makes  a  very  good  road  indeed.  It  is  not,  however,  suitable 
for  very  heavy  traffic.  The  quarries  for  the  Claremont  gravel  have  mostly  given  out. 
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What  is  left  is  on  private  property,  or  inaccessible,  and  therefore  at  my  suggestion  the 
Divisional  Council  started  a  crusher,  and  I  think  with  very  satisfactory  results. 

10556.  What  is  the  nature  of  this  rock  at  Fish  Hoek  ? — It  is  a  Table  Mountain 
sandstone  of  a  very  tough  and  hard  nature.  It  is  not  brittle  or  sandy,  and  it  makes  a 
very  good  road  material.  I  think  it  is  the  best  material  that  could  be  obtained  in  the 
Cape  district. 

10557.  Is  it  a  costly  stone  to  crush? — It  is  rather  costly  as  it  is  excessively  hard. 

1055S.  Have  you  come  to  any  calculation  as  to  the  cost  to  the  Divisional  Council  of 
macadamising  one  mile  of  their  road  ? — Of  course  it  all  depends  upon  the  width  of 
the  road  and  the  thickness  of  the  bed.  The  Camp  ground  road  was  coated  some 
time  ago  to  a  thickness  of  about  15  inches  at  the  centre  and  6  inches  at  the  side.  The 
road  is  24  feet  wide,  so  that  the  work  must  have  been  veiy  expensive. 

10559.  In  one  of  their  returns  the  Divisional  Council  say  that  within  the 
Municipalities  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  they  have  to  maintain  a  little  over  33  miles  of 
road,  and  that  the  average  cost  of  macadam  for  each  mile  is  £106  6s.  81.  Do  you 
think  that  that  would  be  a  fair  estimate  of  what  they  have  spent  upon  the  roads 
in  macadam  ? — I  do  not  think  it  would  be  sufficient  for  what  is  put  upon  the  main 
road  between  Cape  Town  and  Wynberg.  I  think  it  would  be  considerably  more  thau 
that. 

10560.  Would  you  look  upon  that  return  as  simply  an  office  distribution  of  the 
expenditure  incurred  under  the  head  of  “Crusher  ”  ? — That  is  the  average  cost,  I  under¬ 
stand,  and  not  the  cost  for  any  particular  section,  but  the  cost  over  the  whole  of  their 
roads.  I  think  that  it  is  a  reasonable  amount,  taking  it  altogether. 

10561.  Does  that  macadam  from  Fish  Hoek  stand  the  wear  and  tear  very  well  ? — 
Yes,  a  great  deal  better  than  any  gravel,  although,  of  course,  it  is  very  expensive 
to  crush  and  quarry. 

10562.  Is  it  a  large  quarry  ? — Yes. 

10563.  Do  you  consider  it  practically  inexhaustible? — Yes. 

10564.  Do  you  know  of  any  reasons  why  the  Municipalities  should  not  be  allowed 
to  go  there  for  their  macadam  as  well  ? — None  whatever,  there  is  plenty  of  room 
there  for  them. 

10565.  Do  the  Divisional  Council  bring  the  macadam  away  by  carts  or  railway 
trucks  ? — By  railway  trucks.  There  is  a  siding  at  the  quarry,  and  they  deliver  the 
macadam  as  it  is  required  at  the  different  stations.  I  do  not  think  they  take  any  of 
that  macadam  beyond  Maitland. 

10566.  Is  there  any  special  arrangement  with  the  Railway  Department  for  the 
carriage  of  that  macadam? — I  do  not  know  what  their  arrangements  are.  They 
probably  crush  about  two  truck  loads  per  day  and  remove  about  half-a-dozen  truck 
loads  at  a  time. 

10567.  Do  they  have  their  own  railway  trucks  or  not  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

10568.  Have  they  a  staff  working  regularly  at  the  quarry  ? — Yes,  I  do  not  know 
the  number  of  men  but  I  think  about  20  are  working  there. 

10569.  Does  that  include  the  engine  staff  ?  I  presume  so,  but  I  really  do  not 
know.  When  I  have  been  down  there  I  have  seen  about  20  men. 

10570.  You  have  been  at  the  place ;  do  you  consider  that  it  is  kept  in  fairly  good 
working  order? — Yes,  in  satisfactory  working  order. 

10571.  And  the  establishment  of  the  quarry  aud  crusher  there  has  been  a  success 
so  far  ? — A  thorough  success. 

10572.  Could  you  give  us  any  idea  at  what  cost  per  truck  the  Divisional 
Council  might  supply  macadam  to  the  various  Municipalities  ? — I  think  it  costs  about 
5s.  per  cubic  yard,  but  I  forget  for  the  moment  how  many  cubic  yards  go  to  a 
truok.  We  never  use  railway  trucks  ourselves  for  gravel. 

10573.  Your  estimate  would,  I  presume,  be  the  cost  of  the  gravel  put  on  to 
trucks  ? — Yes,  but  Mr.  Shand,  the  Divisional  Council  Engineer,  would  be  able  to  tell 
you  exactly.  He  used  to  bo  my  assistant,  and  I  found  him  a  very  good  man  indeed. 

10574.  You  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  roads  all  through  the  Colony  ? — 
I  am. 

10575.  Do  you  think  that  the  roads  are  better  maintained  in  the  Cape  Division 
than  in  other  divisions  ? — Yes,  certainly.  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  Divisional 
Council  that  could  do  the  work  which  the  Cape  Divisional  Council  have  to  get  through. 

10576.  Of  course  no  other  Council  in  the  Colony  has  the  same  funds  ? — That  is 
so,  but  if  you  put  a  Council  from  an  outside  division  into  the  Cape  Division  they 
would  be  entirely  at  sea  The  country  Divisional  Councils  as  a  rule  do  not  employ 
qualified  men. 

1057 1 .  Do  you  think  that  they  have  a  thoroughly  good  staff  of  qualified  men  now 
on  the  Cape  Divisional  Couccil? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

[G.  21—1902.] 
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Robert  Bromley. 
30th  May,  1902. 
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And  their  workmen  ? — Their  workmen  appear  to  me  to  be  all  right. 

Yon  have  made  no  report  as  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  workmen  at  all  ? — 

Or  of  the  want  of  supervision  over  the  gangs  ? — I  have  not  noticed  any 
want  of  supervision  at  all.  The  men  seem  to  be  fairly  well  distributed,  and  appear  to 
be  always  at  work.  Some  portions  of  the  Council’s  roads  are  sometimes  out  of  repair, 
like  everywhere  else,  but  I  only  report  on  what  requires  to  be  improved. 

10581.  Have  you  ever  had  to  make  any  seriously  worded  reports  as  to  deficiency 
in  the  condition  of  the  Cape  Divisional  main  roads  ? — I  have  in  previous  years,  but  not 
so  much  lately.  Their  roads  are  now  much  better  than  they  used  to  be. 

10582.  What  do  you  find  to  have  been  the  result  of  the  tramways  passing  over 
the  road? — The  tramways  are  a  terrible  nuisance. 

10583.  Is  the  road  in  a  better  or  a  worse  condition  than  it  was? — It  is  this  way  : 
the  tramway  started  at  about  the  same  time  as  the  Divisional  Council  ffot  a  new 
engineer,  and  a  better  quality  of  road  making  material.  Since  that  time  the  roads  have 
so  much  improved  that  it  is  hard  to  say  exactly  what  is  the  cause.  It  would  not  be 
fair  to  say  that  thev  are  worse  or  even  better  by  reason  of  the  tramways,  because  the 
conditions  are  not  the  same. 

10584.  There  lias  been  a  good  deal  of  discussion  as  to  the  advisability  of  the 
Municipalities  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  taking  over  the  maintenance  of  main  and 
divisional  roads  passing  through  their  areas.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  on  the 
subject  ? — I  do  not  see  how  it  could  be  done,  if  the  work  is  to  be  split  up  into  a  number 
of  sections  under  different  authorities.  I  cannot  see  how  the  roads  could  be  properly 
maintained  under  such  conditions.  Each  Municipality  would  require  a  separate  gang 
and  a  separate  crusher,  or  some  means  of  getting  the  material.  I  think  it  would  be 
much  better  to  leave  the  main  road  in  charge  of  one  body. 

10585.  Suppose  the  Municipalities  were  amalgamated  into  one  body  ?  — Yes,  with 
a  qualified  engineer  to  look  after  the  work,  it  could  be  done  as  well  by  them  as  by  the 
Divisional  Council. 

10586.  One  recommendation  in  favour  of  amalgamation  would  be  that  we  should 
get  a  better  staff  of  engineers  and  experts  generally  ? — Yes,  so  long  as  the  main  road 
is  maintained  by  one  body  the  work  could  be  done  all  right,  but  I  do  not  think  that 
four  or  five  bodies  would  ever  properly  maintain  it. 

10587.  Within  the  Muncipality  of  Cape  Town  does  the  Divisional  Council  do  any¬ 
thing  to  the  main  road  ? — They  repair  the  road  as  far  as  the  place  where  the  old  Toll 
used  to  be,  at  the  Tramway  Power  Station,  coming  from  the  South. 

10588.  Do  they  come  beyond  that,  in  any  way  ? — Not  that  I  know  of,  but  I  believe 
they  used  to  come  further.  I  have  only  been  District  Inspector  of  this  district  since 
1888.  I  used  to  be  in  charge  from  Swellendam  down  to  Humansdorp. 

10589.  Your  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  roads  in  the  Cape  Division  would 
practically  be  confined  to  the  main  road,  and  you  would  not  be  able  to 
tell  us  anything  with  reference  to  Divisional  roads,  either  within  the 
Municipalities  or  outside  them  ?— Of  course  I  do  not  go  over  a  road  without 
noticing  what  it  is  like,  even  though  I  may  not  be  required  to  make  a  report  upon  it. 

10590,  We  find  by  one  of  the  Divisional  Council  returns  that  upon  the  Divisional 
roads  outside  the  Municipalities  a  sum  of  about  £13,000  or  £14,000  is  spent  every  year. 
Do  you  think  it  is  an  excessive  amount  to  have  spent  on  those  roads  taking  into  con¬ 
sideration  their  condition  ?— I  do  not.  Generally  the  Divisional  Council  roads  have 
very  much  improved  of  late  years,  both  Divisional  and  Main  roads. 

10591.  The  Divisional  Council  put  down  the  mileage  of  roads  outside  the  Munici¬ 
palities  at  145,  therefore  on  an  expenditure  of  £13,000  their  figures  work  out  at  about 
£92  per  mile  per  annum  ? — Is  that  outside  the  Cape  District  ? 

10592.  No ;  in  the  Cape  District  but  outside  the  Municipalities ;  do  you  think 
there  is  a  fair  condition  of  repair  on  those  roads  ? — The  roads  are  in  very  fair  order. 
There  are  roads  which  require  repair.  Hoads  cannot  be  always  perfect,  but  taking 
them  all  in  all  they  are  in  better  condition  than  similar  roads  in  other  Divisions. 

10593.  Is  there  any  other  division  in  the  Colony  where  an  expenditure  of  £92  per 
mile  per  annum  is  made? — Not  in  my  district  or  in  the  adjoining  districts.  I  cannot 
speak  for  the  Port  Elizabeth  or  Kimberley  Divisions. 

10594.  Are  all  these  roads  macadamised? — No;  most  of  them  are  only  gravelled. 

10595.  Is  the  macadam  limited  to  the  main  road? — Not  necessarily.  The  Camp 
Ground  Iioad  is  a  Divisional  Hoad,  and  that  is  as  good  as  a  main  road.  It  is  in 
excellent  order,  coated  with  macadam. 

10596.  Inside  the  Municipalities  of  the  Cape  Division,  according  to  this  return  for 
1901,  there  was  a  total  expenditure  of  £15,000  upon  the  roads,  and  the  average  ex¬ 
penditure  per  mile  p>er  annum  varies  from  £22  2  in  Wynberg  up  to  £1,000  at  ISimons- 
town  ? — That  is  just  for  the  main  street  in  Siruonstown. 
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10597.  Take  the  ease  of  Woodstock  ;  they  have  four  miles  of  main  road,  and  the 
Divisional  Council  claim  to  have  spent  upon  that  portion  of  road  £827  per  mile  per 
annum  ? — That  is  very  probable,  the  traffic  is  very  heavy  and  the  road  is  very  narrow 
— only  20  feet  wide  in  places. 

10598.  Whose  fault  is  it  that  the  road  cannot  he  made  wider? — It  should  be,  at 
least,  a  60  feet  road,  then  you  could  distribute  the  traffic  more. 

10599.  What  prevents  it  being  made  wider  ? — Buildings  and  pavements.  Some 
years  ago  I  brought  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Works, 
and  he  drew  up  a  scheme  for  widening  the  road  to  80  feet. 

10600.  Whose  was  the  fault  that  the  road  was  originally  adopted  at  20  feet  wide  ? — 
I  think  it  was  owing  to  encroachments  which  were  never  prevented. 

10601.  Who  would  have  been  at  fault  in  that  respect  ? — The  Divisional  Council 
who  repair  the  roads.  Some  former  Councils  have  allowed  these  encroachments,  which 
were  probably  made  a  little  at  a  time,  hut  that  is  put  an  end  to  now. 

10602.  Have  youever  reported  upon  this  matter  of  encroachments  upon  the  road  ? — 
I  believe  that  I  have,  but  not  recently. 

10603.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  traffic  upon  that  road  ? — There  is. 

10604.  Have  you  ever  seen  a  block  there  ? — -I  cannot  say  that  I  have  actually 
seen  a  block  hut  one’s  vehicle  has  often  to  proceed  at  a  walk. 

10605.  Does  the  tramway  go  there  r — Yes,  and  it  takes  up  about  a  third  of  the  road. 

10606.  What  kind  of  buildings  are  there  upon  the  encroachments  ? — I  do  not  think 
that  there  are  buildings.  I  do  not  happen  to  have  the  information  as  to  what  the 
original  width  was,  but  if  the  pavements  were  done  away  with  the  road  would  be  very 
much  wider. 

10607.  Would  it  not  he  difficult  to  do  away  with  the  pavements  ? — It 
would. 

10608.  With  the  pavements  included,  is  the  total  -width  of  the  road  30  feet  ? — 
It  is  probably  more  than  that. 

10609.  Have  the  pavements  been  constructed  with  the  consent  of  the  Divisional 
Council  ? — I  should  think  so,  being  a  main  road. 

10610.  Is  that  road  kept  in  fairly  good  condition  ? — It  is  in  a  very  fair  condition, 
a  great  deal  better  than  it  used  to  be. 

10611.  I  understand  that  you  inspect  nothing  but  the  condition  of  roads  and 
bridges  ;  are  there  auy  bridges  on  the  main  road  in  the  Cape  Division  ? — Yes. 

10612.  Are  they  maintained  by  the  Divisional  Council? — Yes. 

10613.  Did  the  Government  originally  assist  in  the  construction  of  these  bridges  ? 
—  I  think  that  the  Government  constructed  the  bridges,  originally. 

10614.  Where  are  the  bridges  ? — The  largest  one  is  the  Victoria  Bridge  at  Salt 
River,  the  next  largest  is  at  Durban  Road,  and  there  is  also  a  very  large  bridge  at 
Visser  Hoek. 

10615.  What  river  is  the  Durban  bridge  over  ? — It  is  only  a  little  stream,  hut  there 
is  a  big  ravine.  It  is  on  the  Cape  Town  side  of  the  station.  There  is  then  a  stone 
bridge  over  the  Liesbeek  River  at  Newlands.  Then  in  the  direction  of  Simonstown 
there  is  nothing  more  of  any  importance  except  the  one  at  Elsjes  Bay. 

10616.  Does  the  Divisional  Council  spend  a  good  doal  of  money  on  auy  of  these 
bridges  ? — Yes  ;  they  have  spent  a  good  deal  of  money  on  some  of  them. 
Some  are  of  a  very  substantial  character,  as,  for  instance,  the  bridge  at 
Newlands,  which  is  built  of  concrete.  It  requires  very  little  repair.  The  wooden 
bridges  have  to  he  tarred  and  painted  periodically,  and  portions  renewed,  such  as  the 
decking  and  the  handrail.  With  reference  to  tho  question  which  you  asked  me  just 
now,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  Divisional  roads,  within  the  Municipalities,  should 
be  taken  over  by  the  Municipalities. 

10617.  But  not  the  main  roads? — I  do  not  think  so.  You  seethe  Divisional 
roads  are  only  short,  and  they  are  not  connected  as  a  rule.  Take  the  road  from 
Claremont.  Station  to  the  house  where  Mr.  Lind  used  to  live.  It  is  a  distance  of 
about  400  yards.  That  is  a  bit  of  Divisional  road,  but  it  does  not  begin  at  a 
Divisional  road,  nor  does  it  end  at  one. 

10618.  Your  objection  would  not  be  so  cogent  if  the  Municipalities  were  combined 
into  one  ? — No  ;  nor  if  the  work  was  to  be  done  by  the  Government. 

10619.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  put  the  maintenance  of  the  main 
road  throughout  the  Cape  Division  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  ? — Yes. 

10620.  Would  it  keep  the  road  in  as  good  order,  at  less  cost,  or  would  the  cost  he 
more  heavy  ? — I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  difference.  It  would  be  practically 
the  same. 
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10621.  Would  you  liave  it  done  at  the  oost  of  the  general  revenue? — I  think  so  ; 
it  is  the  fairest  way  to  levy  a  tax  of  that  sort. 

10622.  You  mean  that  some  general  tax  would  have  to  be  levied  in  order  to  recoup 
tire  Government  for  the  expenditure? — Yes. 

10623.  Have  you  thought  of  a  wheel  tax,  or  a  vehicle  tax,  or  of  carriage  licences 
for  that  purpose  ? — I  believe  that  oabs  and  all  vehicles  plying  for  hire  do  pay  a  licence. 

10624.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  collect  a  wheel  tax  in  this  country  ? 
— It  would  be  difficult  and  troublesome. 

10625.  In  what  way? — It  would  be  troublesome  to  collect.  The  collection  would 
be  so  expensive  and,  besides,  it  is  like  a  toll ;  it  would  never  bear  equally  upon  the 
whole  of  the  travelling  population. 

10626.  It  is  often  urged  in  favour  of  a  wheel  tax  that  you  would  get  at  the  man 
who  used  the  road,  who  cannot  be  got  at  in  any  other  way.  But  would  it  not  be  a  fact 
that  nearly  every  man  who  has  a  cart,  of  any  description  whatever,  pays  rates,  in  some 
way  or  another,  either  to  the  Divisional  Council  or  the  Municipality  ? — It  is  difficult 
to  say  whether  it  would  be  better  or  not.  I  could  not  say.  A  man  has  got  to  pay, 
and  he  pays  indirectly  through  the  rates  at  the  present  time  for  using  the  road  with 
his  vehicle. 

10627.  You  mean  rates  on  the  house  he  lives  in  ? — Yes,  and  for  the  horse  which 
he  keeps.  He  has  to  buy  corn  and  forage  so  that  the  Government  gets  a  certain 
amount  of  it  in  railway  carriage  and  ether  ways.  If  a  man  lives  at  Simonstown  his 
forage  must  come  by  rail  and  the  Government  gets  a  profit  on  carrying  it. 

10628.  Why  were  the  tolls  abolished  ? — I  do  not  quite  know.  I  think  it  was 
owing  to  the  trouble  of  collection  and  the  nuisance  of  stopping  people  on  the  road. 

10629.  Was  not  the  cost  of  the  collection  an  excessively  large  proportion  of  the 
revenue  ? — I  believe  so  ;  I  do  not  agree  with  tolls  at  all. 

10630.  And  the  collection  of  a  wheel  tax  or  vehicle  tax  would  also  be  a  very 
costly  thing,  would  it  not  ? — It  would  be  very  costly  and  troublesome. 

10631.  It  would  require  a  staff  of  inspectors  specially  for  the  purpose,  I  should 
presume  ?—  Yes. 

10632.  And  as  between  inter-district  traffic  it  would  be  a  serious  nuisance,  would 
it  not  ? — Yes.  I  do  think,  however,  that  transport  riders,  who  make  a  trade  of  the 
work  and  a  livelihood  out  of  it,  might  be  taxed,  but  you  certainly  should  not  tax  a 
farmer  for  using  the  road,  because  he  pays  rates. 

10633.  Would  you  tax  a  farmer  who  now  and  again  goes  on  togt  ? — No  ;  the  only 
man  outside  the  Municipalities  who  should  be  taxed  in  that  way  is  the  transport  rider. 

10634.  And  a  tax  on  a  transport  rider  would  be  a  difficult  thing  to  collect,  would 
it  not  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  it  would. 

10635.  How  would  you  tax  him — per  wagon  ? — Yes. 

10636.  The  tax,  I  presume,  would  be  payable  in  the  district  in  which  he  resides  ? 
—Yes. 

10637.  And  that  would  give  him  the  franchise  of  the  roads  of  the  Colony  when¬ 
ever  he  elected  to  go  ? — Yes,  you  would  be  obliged  to  make  it  so. 

10638.  Dr.  Greyory .]  I  understand  that  the  Government  construct  the  bridges, 
and  then  the  Divisional  Councils  take  them  over? — As  a  rule  that  is  the  case. 

16639.  Who  then  keeps  the  bridges  in  repair? — The  Divisional  Council  usually. 

10640.  Is  the  construction  entirely  paid  for  out  of  the  general  revenue  ? — Gener¬ 
ally,  but  sometimes  the  Divisional  Council  contributes. 

10641.  Does  the  Government  ever  contribute  towards  the  repair  of  bridges? — 
\es,  Act  40  of  1889  provides  that  the  payment  for  repairs  under  a  certain  amount  is 
to  be  made  by  the  Divisional  Council  of  that  division  in  which  the  bridge  is  situated, 
but  if  the  repairs  are  to  cost  over  that  amount  the  Government  have  to  do  the  work. 

10642.  The  most  important  bridge  in  the  Cape  Division  is  that  over  the  Salt  River 
at  Maitland,  I  believe  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

10643.  Is  that  bridge  not  in  a  very  great  state  of  disrepair,  so  that  it  will  not 
take  a  heavy  weight  ? — It  is  not  constructed  to  take  a  heavy  load,  such  as  a  traction 
engine. 

10644.  As  a  matter  of  fact  that  bridge  has  caused  considerable  difficulty  to  the 
Military  and  other  people  taking  out  large  heavy  loads  by  road? — Not  very  much, 
because  they  propped  up  the  bridge  from  underneath. 

10645.  The  Military  authorities  did  that  at  their  own  expense,  did  they  not  ? — I 
believe  the  Divisional  Council  did  it  for  them  and  they  paid  the  Divisional  Council. 

10646.  Should  not  the  Divisional  Council  repair  or  reconstruct  that  bridge  ? — I 
think  that  the  Government  should  do  it. 

10647.  Has  the  question  been  dealt  with  by  the  Government  ? — It  has  been  before 
the  Government. 


517 


10648.  Has  the  Divisional  Council  sufficient  funds  to  repair  it? — You  require  a 
new  bridge  (here  altogether. 

10649.  What  would  be  the  approximate  cost  of  a  suitable  bridge  there? — That 
would  depeed  upon  the  design,  but  it  would  probably  be  about  £10,000. 

1C650.  How  far  have  steps  beeu  taken  towards  get'ing  a  suitable  bridge  there  ? 
— The  Divisional  Council  have  applied  to  the  Government  for  assistance  to  re-construct 
the  bridge,  and  a  design  was  prepared  and  an  estimate  got  out. 

10651.  Do  you  consider  that  in  your  opinion  it  is  an  important  matter  that 
should  be  seen  to  as  soon  as  possible  ? — I  think  it  should  bo  done,  but,  of  course,  you 
must  not  ask  me  to  reflect  upon  the  Government  or  anything  of  that  sort.  I  am  a 
Government  seivant. 

10652.  If  the  Divisional  Council  do  not  see  to  it,  can  the  Government  foroe  them  ? 
— No,  they  cannot  force  them  unless  the  repairs  will  cost  less  than  £250. 

10653.  So  that  you  come  to  a  dead-lock  more  or  less  ? — The  bridge  can  not  be 
repaired.  It  must  be  rebuilt.  You  want  a  new  bridge  there. 

10654.  Then  the  point  is  this :  You  have  dual  control  over  a  matter  of  that 
desciiption.  As  it  stands,  it  is  partly  a  Government  and  partly  a  Divisional  Council 
matter? — I  do  not  think  so.  The  Act  plainly  states  the  liability  both  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  of  the  Divisional  Council. 

10655.  Should  not  a  matter  of  that  description  be  entirely  under  one  authority  ? 
— It  would  be  much  better  if  the  Government  had  the  supervision  of  the  repair  and 
construction  cf  all  the  bridges  in  the  Colony,  for  two  good  reasons.  In  the  first  place, 
the  Divisional  Councils,  as  a  rule,  have  not  the  funds  to  construct  bridges,  and, 
secondly,  they  have  nobody  competent  to  repair  a  bridge,  except  in  the  Cape  Divisional 
Council.  The  only  man  I  know  in  my  district  capable  of  repairing  a  bridge  is  Mr. 
Shand,  the  engineer  to  the  Cape  Divisional  Council. 

10656.  Presuming  that  an  effective  combined  local  authority  were  put  over  the 
area  of  the  Cape  Peninsula,  would  you  not  advocate  their  taking  over  the  maintenance 
of  all  the  roads  and  bridges  in  that,  area? — It  might  be  done,  but  you  would  require  a 
similar  body  to  the  Cape  Divisional  Council.  A  good  many  of  its  members  are  practical 
men,  such  as  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Jeukinson,  and  others. 

10657.  Presuming  that  a  large  and  competent  authority  were  constituted  to  take 
charge  of  water,  drainage  and  lighting,  and  all  such  matters  within  this  area  of  the 
Peninsula,  would  you  be  of  opinion  that  they  should  take  charge  of  the  roads  and 
bridges,  too  ? — Yes,  but  hi  any  case  it  would  be  a  similar  body  to  the  Divisional 
Council. 

10658.  If  you  had  such  a  strong  and  effective  body,  you  would  not  recommend 
that  the  Government  should  step  in  ? — I  think  in  a  place  like  Cape  Town  it  could  be 
very  well  managed  by  a  Board,  without  bringing  in  the  Government,  for  the  reason 
that  you  could  get  skilled  labour  and  everything  else  that  you  required,  but  in  the 
country  districts  I  doubt  it. 

10659.  We  are  speaking  of  the  Municipal  areas,  including  Maitland,  being  put 
under  a  strong  local  authority,  and,  in  that  case,  would  you  recommend  that  they  should 
take  over  the  roads  and  bridges? — Yes,  although  there  are  some  very  expensive  works, 
but  if  they  were  to  be  more  thau  one  body  I  would  say  “  No.” 

10660.  I  suppose  that  the  Government  contribute,  year  by  year,  a  considerable 
amount  out  of  the  general  revenue  towards  the  construction  of  the  roads  and  bridges  in 
the  area  of  the  Cape  Divisional  Council  ? — Government  contribute  towards  the 
construction  of  roads,  but  they  do  not  contribute  anything  towards  the  repair. 

10661.  I  spoke  of  the  construction  of  roads  and  bridges  ? — Government  have  not 
constructed  any  bridges  latel}'. 

10662.  The  £10,000  that  would  bo  required  for  the  Maitland  Bridge  would  have 
to  come  out  of  the  general  revenue? — I  think  it  thould  come  out  of  the  general 
revenue.  It  should  not  be  paid  for  by  any  single  Municipality. 

10663.  So  that,  iu  your  opinion,  whether  this  large  local  authority  takes  over  the 
roads  and  bridges  or  not,  the  Government  should  still  contribute  towards  the  cost  of 
replacing  such  a  bridge  as  the  Maitland  Bridge  ? — I  think  that  if  all  the  Municipalities 
combined  in  the  Cape  District,  no  assistance  whatever  from  the  Government  would  be 
necessary  because  they  would  be  a  very  wealthy  Corporation. 

10664.  Should  they  carry  out  all  these  works  out  of  their  own  revenue? — Yes. 

10665.  Even  such  a  work  as  the  Maitland  Bridge? — No;  I  should  say  that  they 
should  be  started  fairly,  with  all  the  bridges  in  good  order. 

10666.  Are  there  any  other  bridges  in  the  Peninsula  which  will  require  recon¬ 
structing,  and  which  are  likely  to  be  expensive  ? — There  are  only  small  ones.  The 
largest  I  know  that  requires  reconstruction  is  the  bridge  at  Hout  Bay. 

10667.  But  that  is  not  within  the  Municipal  areas? — No,  I  was  speaking  of 
the  Cape  Division.  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  within  the  Municipal  areas. 
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1066S.  There  is  nothing  between  Wynberg  and  Kalk  Bay? — No. 

10669.  Or  between  Kalk  Bay  aud  Simonstown  ? — There  is  the  Fish  Hoek  bridge, 
but  that  would  not  be  a  very  expensive  work.  It  might  cost  a  couple  of  thousand 
pounds. 

10670.  Does  it  require  reconstiuction  ? — Yes,  it  requires  it  very  badly  at  the 
present  time. 

10671.  Mr.  Gurney .]  Are  you  aware  that  the  Divisional  Council  had  a  balance  on 
hand  in  the  80th  June  last  of  £19,500,  and,  in  addition  to  that,  plant  valued  at 
£20,000  ? — I  do  not  know  anything  about  their  finances. 

10672.  Do  you  know  if  that  had  anything  to  do  with  the  Government  not  seeiug 
its  way  to  erecting  a  new  bridge  at  Maitland  ? — I  think  it  was  simply  that  the  matter 
was  not  one  of  urgent  necessity,  and,  perhaps,  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Grovern- 
meut  were  not  very  plentiful  at  the  time. 

10673.  You  are  not  aware  that  the  fact  that  funds  were  plentiful  in  the  hands  of 
the  Divisional  Council  had  anything  to  do  with  it  ?— I  understood  that  the  Divisional 
Council  had  an  unpaid  debt.  There  is  a  very  great  improvement  now  in  the  roads  over 
what  they  used  to  be.  Although  the  Divisional  Council  do  not  spend  so  much  money 
they  are  in  a  very  much  better  condition  than  they  were. 

10674.  Chairman .]  Is  there  any  other  point  which  you  would  like  to  bring  before 
the  notice  of  the  Commission.  I  see  that  “  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Divisional  Council 
held  yesterday,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  Commission  ought  to  examine  Mr. 
Bromley,  the  District  Inspector  of  the  Public  Works  Department,  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
Divisional  Council  roads  in  the  Cape  Peninsula,”  as  they  considered  that  “  he  is  the  only 
man  capable  of  giving  correct  as  well  as  fair  information  on  matters  affecting  the 
Council  ”  ? — I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  about  the  Divisional  Council  at  all.  They 
are  only  one  of  the  many  bodies  with  which  I  have  to  deal.  I  am  the  only  responsible 
officer  in  the  Department  for  inspecting  their  roads. 

10675.  I  take  it  that  the  Divisional  Council  felt  that  they  had  been  maligned  a 
little  by  some  of  the  witnesses’  before  the  Commission  and  they  look  to  you  to 
rehabilitate  them  somewhat  ? — I  know  to  what  you  refer,  but  I  would  rather  not  say 
anything. 

10676.  Your  evidence  seems  to  point  to  the  fact  that  they  do  their  work  fairly 
well  ? — The}-  have  got  everything  that  any  such  body  should  require  for  their  work. 

1 0677.  The  only  point  seems  to  be  the  matter  of  the  spending  of  their  money, 
and  that  does  not  come  within  your  department  ? — No,  I  only  deal  with  them  so  far  as 
roads  and  bridges  are  concerned. 

10678.  And  you  say  that  their  roads  are  kept  in  a  better  condition  than  the 
roads  in  any  other  division,  and  that  they  are  in  a  fairly  good  condition  consider¬ 
ing  the  money  spent  upon  them? — Yes. 

10679.  Is  there  no  other  point  upon  which  you  can  speak  in  reference  to  the 
Capo  Division  ? — I  could  tell  you  where  to  get  a  good  water  supply  from. 

10680.  That  would  be  rather  interesting  ? — The  best  supply  is  at  Twenty  Four 
Ilivers,  about  70  miles  from  here. 

10681.  You  have  been  there  and  know  the  river  ? — I  have  been  there  many  times 
and  know  the  river  well. 

10682.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Bain’s  report  upon  it  ? — No,  I  am  not. 

10683.  What  have  you  to  say  about  the  river,  and  when  were  you  there? — I 
believe  that  it  is  the  strongest  wa'ier  supply  anywhere  about  here.  I  have  passed  it 
repeatedly  at  all  times  of  the  year,  both  in  winter  and  in  summer. 

1 0684.  Is  it  a  perennial  running  stream  ? — It  is.  Even  in  the  driest  time  of  the 
year  I  believe  that  you  could  always  fill  a  pipe  two  feet  in  diameter  without  interfering 
with  anybody’s  supply. 

10685.  That  would  be  an  enormous  supply,  would  it  not  ? — It  would. 

10686.  Is  it  at  a  high  level? — I  do  not  know  the  altitude  very  well,  but  I  think 
it  is  about  600  or  700  feet  above  the  sea  level. 

10687.  Is  the  water  good  ? — It  is  excellent  water. 

10688.  Where  does  the  river  rise  ? — In  the  Mostert’s  Hoek  Mountains. 

10689.  Why  is  it  generally  referred  to  as  Twenty-Four  Divers? — It  is  split  up  by 
running  across  a  flat.  I  do  not  think  that  there  are  actually  twenty-four  streams,  but 
I  know  that  there  are  thirteen  bridges,  and  in  some  cases  two  or  three  streams  are 
conducted  under  one  bridge. 

10690.  From  what  you  have  seen  would  there  be  much  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
the  riparian  proprietors  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

10691.  The  river  discharges  into  the  Berg  Diver,  does  it  not? — Yes. 

10692.  And  between  the  debouchement  of  the'  Twenty-Four  Divers  and  the  sea, 
how  are  the  farms  situated  ? — There  are  only  a  few  farms. 

1069-3.  And  there  is  an  abundance  of  water  in  the  Berg  Diver  ? — Yes. 
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10694.  So  that  if  the  Twenty-Four  Hi  vers  water  were  diverted  it  would  not  interfere 
seriously  with  the  proprietors  on  the  Berg  River? — Very  little,  if  at  all.  The  amount 
of  water  that  would  betaken  from  that  river  would  not  make  any  difference. 

10695.  Have  you  ever  looked  at  the  Twenty-Four  Rivers  with  the  eye  of  an  eugineer, 
from  the  point  of  view  of  utilisation  of  the  water  by  Cape  Town  ? — I  have  often 
thought  what  a  splendid  supply  it  was.  Even  at  the  driest  time  of  the  year  there  is  a 
large  flow  of  water. 

10696.  You  knew  the  late  Mr.  Bain  ? — I  was  his  assistant  for  many  years. 

10697.  I  see  from  a  Report  of  a  Select  Committee  on  Cape  Town  Sanitation  in  1888 
Mr.  Bain  was  examined,  and  the  following  is  a  report  of  the  examination  bearing 
II  upon  this  matter  : — 

“  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  the  source  from  which  water  could  be 
drawn,  adequate  for  the  present  and  future  supply  of  the  suburbs  ? — The  only 
scheme  I  have  formed  is  one  for  Cape  Town,  and  the  suburbs  too,  about  which  I 
spoke  some  time  ago  to  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  and  he  asked  me  to  give  him 
my  ideas  on  the  subject,  which  I  have  done  in  the  memorandum  and  explanatory 
sketch,  which  I  put  in. 

“  Are  you  of  opinion  that  if  water  were  taken  from  the  sources  indicated  in 
your  memorandum  it  would  be  adequate  f  jr  the  present  and  future  requirements 
of  Cape  Town  and  suburbs? — I  am;  not  including  Wynberg,  but  as  far  as 
Claremont,  including  Woodstock,  Rondebosch  and  Claremont,  and  also  Green 
Point  and  Sea  Point. 

“  And  including  the  requirements  of  the  docks  and  railway  ? — Yes  ;  it  is  an 
enormous  stream  ;  I  have  known  it  for  the  last  thirty  years  when  I  have  been 
shooting  there,  and  there  is  no  supply  like  it.  It  is  never  dry. 

“  Where  is  it  ? — Near  Porterville,  between  Piquetberg  Station  and  Porterville. 
Saron  is  600  feet  above  the  sea  level,  and  we  can  get  any  amount  of  water.” 

Do  you  agree  with  that  ? — As  far  as  I  can  speak  upon  the  subject  I  do.  Before 
going  any  further  I  would  like  to  say  that  I  forgot  one  thing  with  reference  to  the 
taking  over  of  main  and  divisional  roads  from  the  Divisional  Council  by  all  the  Munici¬ 
palities  formed  into  one  body,  and  that  is,  that  you  would  have  to  make  some  arrange¬ 
ment  for  the  roads  outside  the  Municipal  boundaries. 

10698.  Do  you  think  that  means  that  we  would  have  to  keep  up  the  I  ivisional 
Council  ?— You  could  not  hand  over  those  roads  to  the  Malmesbury  Divisional  Council 
because  it  is  too  far  away,  but  you  might  make  another  district  of  Durbanville. 

10699.  They  would  certainly  have  to  come  under  some  Board  ? — Yes,  because 
the  Municipalities  would  not  repair  anything  outside  their  own  Municipal  areas. 

10700.  The  idea,  of  course,  was  that  the  Municipalities  should  make  a  contribution 
towards  the  maintenance  of  those  roads  to  some  Board  which  should  be  charged  with  the 
upkeep  of  those  roads  ? — But  that  would  be  a  very  difficult  thing  to  do,  for  any  Board 
which  had  not  the  main  roads  within  the  Municipalities.  These  roads  would  be 
scattered  at  tho  different  parts  of  the  area.  For  instance  there  might  bo  a  small  portion 
to  repair  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kalk  Bay  and  another  portion  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Maitland.  I  am  afraid  that  scheme  would  not  do,  and  I  do  not  see  how  you 
are  going  to  get  over  the  difficulty. 

10701.  Reverting  to  the  water  question,  are  there  any  topographical  difficulties  in 
bringing  water  from  ffie  Twenty-Four  Rivers?  Is  there  any  mountain  range  to  come 
through,  or  would  auythiug  in  the  shape  of  a  tunnel  be  required? — No,  there  is  no 
mountain  range  that  need  be  crossed  ;  it  is  undulating  country,  but  you  would  have 
to  cross  the  Great  Berg  River. 

10702.  But  there  is  a  bridge  across  it  ?  —That  bridge  would  be  of  no  use  at  all 
for  that  purpose,  because  it  is  not  in  the  proper  situation. 

10703.  In  connection  with  the  Twenty-Four  Riverb’  supply,  do  you  know  of  any 
spot  at  which  a  reservoir  might  be  placed  ?  —I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  be  neces¬ 
sary,  but  one  might  be  placed  at  the  gap  in  the  mountain  where  the  river  comes  out. 
I  may  as  well  say  at  once  that  I  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  reservoirs,  and  know 
nothing  about  them. 

10704.  You  desire  simply  to  say  you  have  seen  this  sphndid  supply  of  water? — 

Yes. 

10705.  Have  you  seen  the  river  in  flool  ? — Yos,  it  is  a  tremendous  stream  in  flood, 
and  is  distributed  over  a  large  flat. 

10706.  Are  there  other  sources  of  supply  which  you  could  speak  about? — The 
next  best  supply  is  at  Wellington,  from  the  Witwater,  aud  other  streams  in  Bain’s 
Pass. 

10i0<.  But  there  you  would  have  troubles  from  riparian  proprietors? — Yes,  that 
is  quite  likely,  and  in  that  respect  Twenty-Four  Rivers  would  give  least  trouble. 


Mr. 
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M’  ;  10708.  But  it  is  about  75  miles  from  Cape  Town,  is  it  not  ?— I  do  not  think  it  is 

0  tr' _ ’_",n  r-'  more  than  70  miles  in  a  direct  line. 

3oth  May.  1902.  10709.  How  far  is  it  from  Moorreesberg  ? — About  20  miles. 

10/ 10.  Dr.  Gregory.]  l)o  you  know  of  any  other  water  supplies  in  addition  to 
those  you  have  mentioned  ?— There  is  one  beyond  Sir  Lowry’s  Pass. 

.  10711.  Is  that  the  Pahniet  River? — It  is  the  Steenbras  River,  and  Ben  there  is 
a  fair  supply  of  water  at  Stellenbosch  at  the  head  wafers  of  the  Eerste  River. 

10712.  Are  you  personally  acquainted  with  the  waters  of  Oliphaut’s  Hoek  ?— No. 

10713.  Mr  Stewart]  You  gave  us  an  idea  of  the  quantity  of  water  at  Twenty- 
Pour  Hivers  by  saying  that  it  would  fill  a  two  feet  diameter  pipe,  at  what  gradient 
would  this  pipe  be  laid? — I  should  sav  at  the  same  gradient  as  the  river — 1  in  80-- 
that  is  what  I  was  calculaling  at  the  time. 

10  /  14.  Of  course  a  pipe  laid  at  1  in  40  would  give  a  tremendously  increased 
supply  over  the  same  pipe  at  1  in  80,  both  being  full  ?  I  wanted  to  know  if  you  had 
taken  any  gaugings  of  this  water?— No,  I  am  just  giving  you  my  idea. 

10715.  You  have  no  idea  as  to  how  much  a  pipe  two  feet  in  diameter  laid  at 
that  gradient  would  discharge? — I  have  not  the  slightest  idea,  I  have  never  «-one 
into  it  at  all.  n 


MONDAY,  2nd  JUNE,  1902. 

Present : 

Hon.  Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory.  Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson.  Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers. 


Mr.  St.  Vincent  Er shine  examined. 
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St.  V.  Er aline. 
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10716.  Chairman.']  Will  you  kindly  give  your  full  name? — St.  Vincent  Whitshed 
Erskine. 

10717.  And  your  qualifications? — I  am  a  Government  land  surveyor  of  the 
Transvaal  and  also  of  Natal. 

10718.  You  are  residing  at  Newlands? — Yes,  at  present. 

10719.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the  furnishing  of  the  late  Transvaal 
Government  with  any  water  schemes  ? — Not  particularly  ;  but  generally  we  surveyors 
were  all  more  or  less  mixed  up  with  the  water  schemes  in  connection  with  the  Vaal 
River.  I  have  written  a  long  monograph  to  the  late  Commissioner  up  there  on  the 
subject  of  the  irrigation  water  supply  for  the  Transvaal,  and  I  got  a  reply  from  him 
thanking  me  for  the  same. 

10720.  Have  you  made  any  studies  of  the  river  water  systems  of  the  Cape  Colony, 
and  especially  of  those  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Cape  Peninsula? — Yes  ;  I  have  a 
map  here  dealing  with  the  subject,  and  which  I  lay  before  the  Commission.  I  may 
say  that  so  far  as  the  Steen!  ras  River  and  the  Palmiet  River  schemes  are  concerned — — 

10721.  Before  you  proceed  further,  will  you  tell  us  when  you  made  the  surveys? 
— I  will  come  to  that.  I  became  interested  in  the  Hangklip  Estate,  and  in  going 
backwards  and  forwards  to  that  estate  I  had  to  pass  Steenbras  River  on  foot  on 
several  occasions  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  I  was  then  living  at  Rosebank,  and  had 
several  conversations  with  different  members  of  the  Municipalities,  who  spoke  about  the 
abundance  of  water  there,  and  I  naturally  began  to  wonder  where  this  water  came 
from.  After  I  heard  from  them  about  it,  and  when  the  water  question  became  a  great 
one  in  Cape  Town  and  the  suburbs,  I  studied  the  Steenbras  River  catchment  area,  and 
found  that  there  were  numerous  perennial  streams  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Struben  besides 
the  Steenbras  River. 

10722.  Is  that  the  place  which  is  known  as  Kogel  Bay  farm? — Yes.  I  also  found 
another  river  there — Rooi  Els  River — which  is  very  strong,  and  runs  into  False  Bay. 

10723.  How  do  you  know  that  those  are  perennial  streams? — I  Crossed  them  in 
all  seasons  and  mostly  in  the  dry  seasons.  I  then  came  to  the  Buffels  River,  and 
saw  many  perennial  streams  all  round  the  coast.  I  found  that  there  was  an  unlimited 
supply  of  water  on  that  side  of  the  coast,  very  different  from  the  Simon’s  Bay  side. 
At  last  I  came  to  the  Palmiet  River,  which  I  had  to  cross  in  a  big  punt  with  wire  rope 
and  costing  about  £200  or  £300. 
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10724.  During  what  season  of  the  year  did  you  see  that? — That  was  in  April,  I 
think.  I  saw  at  once  that  there  was  no  river  comparable  with  the  Palmiet  River  any¬ 
where  else  in  the  Cape  Peninsula,  and  I  had  crossed  most  of  the  rivers,  including 
the  Eerste  River  and  the  Lourens  River.  I  immediately  became  interested,  and  tried 
to  find  out  to  whom  the  land  belonged.  I  found  that  it  belonged  to  Messrs.  Walsch 
Brothers  of  Caledon. 

10725.  The  land  throughout  the  Palmiet  River  shed  ? — Yes  ;  I  did  not  tell  Messrs. 
Walsch  Brothers  that  I  wanted  the  water,  but  I  told  them  that  I  wanted  a  piece  of 
land  at  Pringle  Bay.  They  wrote  back,  and  said  that  they  would  not  sell  any  of  the 
area  except  the  whole.  There  is  also  a  large  fishery,  which  I  had  already  seen,  com¬ 
prising  about  £5,000  worth  of  stone  buildings.  I  then  tried  to  interest  people  in  Cape 
Town  in  the  purchase  of  the  Hangklip  Estate,  which  I  had  an  offer  of  from  Mr. 
Walsch  for  £10,000. 

10726.  The  whole  estate  on  the  west  of  the  Palmiet  River  ? — Yes.  After  having 
acquired  numerous  options  from  Mr.  Walsch,  I  entered  into  correspondence  with 
London  people,  and  ultimately'  succeeded  in  interesting  some  of  them  in  purchasing 
the  estate  from  Mr.  Walsch.  I  had  informed  these  London  people  that  the  principal 
object  was  to  secure  that  portion  of  the  Palmiet  River  which  was  nearest  to  the  Coast 
for  the  future  water  supply  of  Cape  Town.  I  also  told  one  or  two  friends  here  I 
think  Mr.  Spilhaus  was  one — that  that  was  my  main  object,  and  that  the  other  parts  of 
the  estate  were  merely  for  seaside  resorts  and  fisheries.  The  estate  comprises  20,000 
acres,  including  the  fisheries  at  Cape  Hangklip.  The  London  firm  who  purchased  the 
estate  are  Messrs.  Erskine  and  Sadler.  They  sent  out  their  partner,  Mr.  S.  T.  Erskine, 
also  a  surveyor,  of  the  Transvaal,  to  conclude  the  purchase  and  to  confirm  my  reports. 
He  went  over  the  different  places  that  I  have  spoken  about,  and  also  inspected  the 
Steenbras  River,  and  came  to  the  same  conclusion  that  I  did — that  there  was  not  water 
at  the  Steenbras  River  worth  speaking  about  for  the  Peninsula  supply.  He  also 
crossed  the  Steenbra3  River  on  several  occasions.  Having  concluded  the  purchase  of 
the  estate  from  Messrs.  Walsch  Brothers  and  taken  transfer,  the  whole  scheme  was 
ready,  as  I  have  it  here  on  this  map.  The  question  was  then  discussed  by  us  as  to 
whether  it  would  be  better  to  commence  at  the  top  and  buy  out  the  land  there  so  as  to 
avoid  contamination,  and  trusting  to  afterwards  paying  out  ripariau  rights  below,  or 
whether  it  would  be  better  to  commence  at  the  sea  and  proceed  upwards.  It  was  ulti¬ 
mately  decided  to  commence  at  the  sea  and  proceed  upwards,  leaving  no  riparian  rights 
behind.  To  buy  up  the  whole  of  the  catchment  area  of  the  Palmiet  River,  which  is 
2C0  square  miles  of  land,  would  have  cost  about  £100,000,  so  that  with  this  object  in 
view  we  started  by  getting  options  over  most  of  the  farms.  We  then  started  at  the  sea, 
and  the  first  thing  we  met  with  was  that  the  mouth  of  the  river  was  a  Government 
outspan  and  could  not  be  purchased,  but  this  scarcely  affects  the  water  scheme  of  the 
river  higher  up,  as  it  is  at  high  water  mark.  From  thenoe  we  possessed  the  next 
two  farms,  which  include  Oudebosch  and  Dwars  Rivers — about  eight  miles  of  the 
Palmiet  River.  Messrs.  Erskine  and  Sadler  possess,  so  to  speak,  the  neck  of  the 
bottle.  At  this  period  no  levels  had  been  taken,  and  from  the  extremely  mountainous 
character  of  the  country  we  jumped  to  the  conclusion  that  there  would  be  a  large  fall 
of  water  in  those  mountains.  But  when  the  spirit  levels  were  taken — I  may  say  Mr. 
Erskine  employed  Mr.  Frederick  Baldwin,  a  Cape  Government  Surveyor,  to  accompany 
him — up  to  the  affluents  of  the  Dwars  River  and  the  Palmiet  River,  they  found  that 
they  only  had  a  fall  of  158  feet  to  that  point. 

10727.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  158  feet  is  the  difference  between  the 
sea  level  and  the  level  of  that  spot  ? — Yes  ;  and  that  fall  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
bring  the  water  to  Cape  Town  by  gravitation,  a  distance  by  that  route  of  about  70  or 
80  miles.  The  object  of  taking  the  level  up  to  that  point  was  to  secure  the  water  of 
both  those  streams — the  Leeuw  River  and  the  Dwars  River.  They  tried  to  cross  there 
on  horseback  and  they  wei’9  washed  away. 

10728.  What  season  of  the  year  was  that  ? — That  was  in  January.  They  went 
no  further  then,  and  were  disappointed  at  the  extremely  small  fall.  Then  my  brother 
set  to  work  to  acquire  the  whole  of  the  catchment  area  of  the  Palmiet  River,  and  he 
got  Messrs.  Walsch  Brothers  and  myself  to  join  him  in  the  scheme.  It  was  then 
concluded  that  we  would  have  to  acquire  200  square  miles  of  catchment  area  ;  and  it 
was  found  that  it  would  cost  about  £100,000  to  do  so  and  to  remove  the  inhabitants 
and,  so  to  speak,  turn  it  into  a  wilderness,  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  the  purity 
of  the  water.  But  there  was  a  certain  amount  of  revenue  derivable  from  tree- 
planting  and  so  on,  and  also  afterwards  in  laying  out  game  preserves ;  and  it  vras 
considered  that  leasing  these  rights  would  in  some  slight  degree  compensate  for 
the  interest  on  the  £100,000.  They  then  set  to  work  and  acquired  the  options  for 
something  like  £1,700  for  a  year. 

[G.  21—1902.] 
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v^y'rfkinr  10729.  When  was  this  ? — About  16  mouths  ago.  Their  options  ran  out,  and  I 

— '  wrote  and  asked  them  whether  they  were  prepared  to  go  on,  but  they  replied  that  the 

iiul  .ruue,  i  English  people  did  not  encourage  them  to  an  extent  which  led  them  to  believe  that 

they  would  be  able  to  raise  such  a  large  sum  of  money.  However,  with  my  limited 
means,  I  began  to  acquire  what  I  considered  to  be  absolutely  necessary  for  a  modified 
scheme  after  they  retired  from  further  active  operations.  I  accordingly  purchased 
options  over  the  water  rights  up  to  within  two  miles  of  the  road  bridge  at  Grabouw, 
but  one  of  the  first  things  I  really  did  was  to  ascertain  the  height  of  the  railway  bridge 
at  Grabouw  above  the  sea  level.  That  level  was  taken  by  the  Government  on  the  2nd. 
of  August,  1899,  when  the  flood  level  of  the  Palmiet  River  at  that  place  was  given  at 
953  feet  above  the  sea  level. 

10730.  Where  is  that  on  the  map? — I  will  point  it  out;  it  is  just  above  the 
village  of  Grabouw.  [Witness  here  pointed  out  the  spot  on  the  map.]  The  Govern¬ 
ment  gauging  was  five  feet  deep  on  an  average,  with  a  width  of  730  feet  during  flood 
time.  The  velocity  of  the  surface  was  given  at  five  miles  an  hour  during  the  height 
of  the  flood,  but  the  river  bed  being  full  of  palmiet  weeds,  it  cannot  be  used  for  estimat¬ 
ing  the  exact  quantity  of  water.  The  level  of  the  surface  of  the  water  at  the 
road  bridge  was  943  feet,  whioh  is  a  drop  of  10  feet  from  the  railway  bridge.  I 
might  estimate  the  flood  flow  under  the  bridge  at  between  118,000,000  gallons  and 
120,000,000  gallons  per  day.  The  next  thing  which  we  had  to  ascertain  was  in  regard 
to  the  property  adjoining  those  places  where  at  one  spot  we  had  got  a  fall  of  158  feet, 
and  at  another  spot  a  fall  of  600  feet.  We  found  that  the  ground  above  the  Hangklip 
Estate,  adjoining,  was  Government  ground  to  the  extent  of  about  three  miles  up  the  river. 
The  Government  also  owns  numerous  pieces  of  land  above  the  bridge  on  the  river  con¬ 
trolling  the  upper  water  supply.  We  accordingly  applied  to  the  Government  to  purchase 
that  ground  and  our  application  was  recorded.  The  next  piece  of  ground  after  passing  the 
Government  ground  is  Somersfontein,  comprising  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the 
river.  This  is  a  very  peculiarly  shaped  farm,  as  it  touches  the  river  at  several  spots. 
After  that  we  come  to  Krabbefontein,  which  comprises  2|  miles  of  the  river.  Then  we 
come  again  to  Somersfontein,  which  at  that  spot  comprises  about  §  mile  of  the  river  on 
both  sides,  the  rest  of  Somersfontein  extending  for  about  10  miles  on  one  side  of  the 
river  only,  the  other  side  of  the  river  belonging  to  the  farm  Arieskraal.  Then  we 
come  to  De  Oude  Brug,  and  after  that  we  come  to  two  pieces  of  Government  ground 
called  Linkerhandsgat  and  Grabouw  village.  There  are  still  some  options  existing 
in  the  upper  parts  where  the  Government  have  also  land.  In  fact  most  of  the  land 
affecting  this  water  scheme  is  owned  by  the  Government  higher  up,  that  is  to  say  they 
have  reserved  a  piece  of  ground  at  the  tunuel  and  also  at  Grabouw,  which  is  about  200 
feet  or  300  feet  lower  than  the  tunnel.  The  tunnel,  I  think,  is  about  1,200  feet,  or 
something  like  that,  above  the  sea  level. 

10731.  Do  you  mean  the  railway  tunnel? — Yes  ;  but  the  water  would  not  run  by 
gravitation  to  the  tunnel  from  Grabouw  Bridge.  Above  the  bridge  the  river  separates 
into  two  streams,  the  one  being  called  Keurboom  River  and  the  other  Grietjesgat 
River;  these  two  rivers  are  very  strong,  and  would  supply  enough  water  for  the  present 
for  Cape  Town,  and  by  pursuing  this  up  a  small  distance  you  would  come  to  a  point 
where  the  water  would  be  above  the  level  of  the  bed  of  the  tunnel.  The  Government 
have  got  three  farms  there,  one  of  which  I  believe  was  bought  when  the  railway  depart¬ 
ment,  or  somebody  connected  with  them,  had  this  water  scheme  in  view.  And 
I  have  no  doubt  that  they  have  fuller  information  with  regard  to  these  pro¬ 
perties  in  the  Railway  Department,  but  I  am  practically  interested  only  as 
far  as  the  bridge.  Now  I  will  touch  on  the  farm  Krabbefontein,  over 
which  I  have  also  obtained  the  necessary  options  for  a  large  scheme  for  the 
water  supply  which  was  quoted  to  me.  at  £5,000  for  1,967  morgen.  That  is  to  say, 
the  whole  farm  with  the  exception  of  a  small  corner  belonging  to  a  widow,  but  which 
does  not  touch  the  water  supply.  It  is  a  very  nice  farm,  and  contains  vines,  fruit 
trees,  and  so  on.  But  the  real  value  of  it  is  about  £3,000,  and  therefore  the  other 
£2,000  would  practically  be  looked  upon  as  the  water  value.  Then  I  acquired  only  the 
water  right  from  Beukes  for  his  portion  of  the  farm  Arieskraal  and  a  portion  of  Somers¬ 
fontein  and  Oude  Brug.  This  gentleman  does  not  use  the  water  except  now  and  again 
for  washing  sheep.  For  these  I  pay  a  perpetual  rent.  I  also  obtained  an  option  from 
Mr.  Myburgh  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  when  this  Commission  was  appointed  I 
had  already  entered  into  negotiations  for  acquiring  the  rest  of  the  river  from  Mr.  Geeringh. 
I  got  so  far  that  many  influential  people  in  Cape  Town  had  consented  to  join  me  and 
put  £12,000  into  it.  But  so  soon  as  the  appointment  of  the  Commission  was  published 
these  gentlemen  said  that  it  would  look  ungraceful  for  them  to  go  on  with  the  scheme, 
because  they  joined  it  so  near  to  the  appointment  of  the  Commission  that  it  might 
perhaps  be  looked  upon  as  a  desire  for  propounding  a  blackmailing  scheme.  As  it  did 
not  affect  my  brother  and  myself,  seeing  that  we  had  taken  the  thing  up  two  or  three 
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years  ago,  before  anybody  thought  of  it,  we  were  at  liberty  to  go  on  with  it.  With 
regard  to  the  gauging  of  the  water,  my  brother  and  Mr.  Baldwin  gauged  it  where  the 
Dwars  River  and  the  Leeuw  River  join,  and  it  gave  a  supply  of  about  40,000,000  a 
day  in  the  dry  season  and  about  120,000,000  gallons  a  day  during  flood  season. 

10732.  When  was  that  ? — About  eighteen  months  ago,  during  a  severe  drought. 

10733.  About  1900  ? — It  was  in  January,  1901.  [See  footnote  to  evidence.^ 

1Q734.  Was  this  gauging  made  below  the  junction  F — Yes. 

10735.  So  as  to  get  the  junction  of  all  three  rivers— that  is  the  Dwars  River, 
Leeuw  River,  and  the  Palmiot  River  ? — Yes,  so  as  to  get  all  the  water  that  comes  into 
the  Palmiet  River,  because  all  these  streams  run  into  the  Palmiet  River.  That  is  the 
greatest  gauging,  but  if  you  pass  the  Dwars  River  and  the  Leeuw  River,  then  you  lose 
a  large  quantity  of  water.  There  was  a  difference  between  the  bridge  and  the 
sea  of  900  feet,  and  so  I  sent  a  surveyor  up  the  river  to  measure  with  a  barometer. 
I  came  down  the  river,  and  we  met  at  the  farm  Dwars  River.  I  made  it  245 
feet,  and  he  made  it  232  feet  with  the  barometer,  which  was  very  close  indeed 
I  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  excepting  for  the  riparian  rights,  it  was  not  necessary 
to  keep  up  the  option  over  Krabbefontein.  but  when  the  gentlemen  retired  from  the 
water  scheme,  I  still  kept  up  the  idea  of  a  large  water  scheme  from  that  quarter, 
especially  from  the  area  covered  by  Somersfontein  and  Oudebrug  and  Dries  Kraal, 
because  a  water  scheme  would  not  be  all  that  is  valuable  connected  with  it,  as  there  is 
also  an  enormous  electric  power  going  abegging.  For  instance,  with  that  fall  of  about 
600  feet,  and  with  that  enormous  supply  of  water,  both  in  the  wet  season  and  in  the 
dry  season,  I  should  think  about  4,000  or  5,000  horse-power,  perhaps  more,  cou'd  be 
made  available.  My  estimate  came  nearer  9,000  horse-power,  but  an  electrical  engineer  to 
whom  I  referred  it  estimated  it  at  between  4,000  and  5,000  horse-power,  I  then 
went  into  this  electric  power  scheme,  and  I  enquired  whether  it  would  be  more  econo¬ 
mical  to  put  it  through  the  sea  rather  than  to  convey  it  by  land.  And  I  was 
informed  in  Europe  that  it  would  be  much  cheaper  to  take  it  through  by  sea, 
because  for  such  an  enormous  supply  there  would  be  difficulties  in  connection  with 
safety  regulations,  and  the  poles  would  have  to  be  put  up,  so  that  it  would  be  very 
much  more  costly  to  take  it  by  land  than  to  take  it  by  sea.  To  take  it  to  Simonstown 
by  cable  through  the  sea  would  be  comparatively  cheap,  and,  therefore,  they  decided 
that  that  would  be  the  best  course  to  adopt,  and  that  then  they  would  run  the  Cape 
Suburban  Railway  from  Simonstown  by  this  electric  power.  Now,  as  regards  the 
Steenbras  River  scheme  :  I  crossed  the  river  often,  at  least  twelve  times  near  the  sea. 
When  I  read  the  fairy  tales  about  the  millions  of  gallons  of  water  running  to  waste 
there  even  in  the  dry  season,  I  could  not  understand  where  this  water  came  from. 
One  witness  stated  before  this  Commission  that  there  is  about  2,000,000  gallons  per 
day  running  to  waste  in  the  dry  season,  while  I  am  informed  that  there  is  not  more 
than  500,000  gallons  a  day  during  that  season.  This  is  quite  an  insignificant 
quantity,  and  therefore  the  Steenbras  River  scheme  resolves  itself  into  a  catchment 
scheme  for  rain  water  only,  and  it  is  not  one  which  I  should  say  should  be  seriously 
considered  as  a  general  source  of  water  supply  for  the  Peninsula.  As  the  mountains 
surrounding  the  Steenbras  River  catchment  area  are  not  f  hose  touching  the  rainy  zone 
of  the  Sneeuwbergen — Hottentots  Holland — whence  the  larger  perennial  rivers  of  this 
end  of  the  Continent  all  take  their  rise,  it  is  not  even  a  good  site  for  a  catchment  flood 
water  scheme,  as  the  rainfall  within  it  cannot  be  more  than  25  or  26  inches,  so  that  if 
it  comes  to  the  question  of  merely  making  dams  to  catch  rain  water- -and  this  seems 
all  that  the  Steenbras  scheme  can  be  considered  to  be  fit  for — then  it  would  be  better  to 
make  such  a  dam  or  dams  at  Newlands  where  the  rainfall  is  over  56  inches 
per  annum.  “  As  I  say,  I  have  been  twelve  times  across  the  mouth  of  the 
Steenbras  River  where  it  falls  over  some  cracks  in  a  rock  into  the  sea,  and  only  twice 
was  I  not  able  to  get  over  these  cracks  on  foot  dry  shod.  There  are  two  cracks  forming 
a  small  waterfall  of  about  four  or  five  feet  deep,  and  mostly  only  one  crack  contains 
all  the  water  which  would  do  no  more  than  fill  a  pipe  about  4  inches  in  diameter. 
Making  a  rough  guess  I  should  say  there  was  nothing  like  one  million  gallons  of 
water  in  the  dry  season  ;  it  would  be  nearer  500,000  gallons.  I  told  people  what  I 
discovered  about  the  Steenbras  River  and  they  said  it  was  impossible  after  they  had 
seen  all  those  fairy  tales  in  the  newspaper.  Mr.  Hennessey  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
newspapers  on  the  subject  and  said  that  there  was  no  water  in  the  Steenbras  River  at 
the  top.  He  went  to  see  the  sponges  there,  but  he  found  that  they  were  dry  sponges. 
He  then  inspected  the  Palmiet  River,  and  he  absolutely  agreed  that  there  was  water 
enough  there  for  Cape  Town.  Now  we  come  to  the  question  of  bringing  this  water 
to  Cape  Town. 

10736.  Do  you  mean  from  Palmiet  River? — Yes.  To  bring  it  down  to  Cape 
Town  along  the  sea  coast  would  be  a  fearful  roundabout  way — a  distance  of  about  86 

miles. 
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10737.  That  is  coasting  it  ? — Yes ;  but  the  gravitation  scheme  would  be  very  cheap 
in  comparison  to  pumping,  and  it  would  perhaps  be  better  on  the  whole  to  bring  it 
the  longer  distance  rather  than  do  pumping,  which  would  involve  an  enormous  outlay 
not  only  of  plant  but  in  superintendence  as  well.  But  by  going  only  up  to  Grabouw 
Village  you  get  the  junction  of  these  two  strong  streams  which  you  would  lose  by 
goiug  higher  up  the  main  stream.  If  you  have  a  very  small  pumping  installation 
you  could  pump  that  water  up  for  about  200  feet  to  the  tunnel  where  it  would  be 
about  1,200  feet  above  Cape  Town,  and  whence  it  could  run  by  gravitation.  That 
route  would  be  about  47  miles.  I  might  add  that  the  upper  portion  of  the  catch¬ 
ment  area  of  the  Steenbras  River  is  practically  dry  in  summer,  and  nearly 
all  the  lower  waters  of  that  river  come  from  Mr.  Struben’s  ground,  so  that  the 
Mowbray  and  Roudebosch  Municipalities  have  after  all  got  very  little  for  their  money 
— at  any  rate  they  have  not  got  a  practical  source  of  water  supply.  I  also  inspected  the 
Oliphant’s  Hoek  scheme  plan,  which  convinced  me  that  the  riparian  rights  there  would' 
very  much  militate  against  its  ultimate  adoption.  So  that  really  only  two  unlimited 
perennial  streams  are  left  which  are  practical,  and  those  are  the  Zonder  End  River  (or 
Breede  River)  and  the  Palmiet  River.  The  Zonder  End  River  is  also  complicated  by 
riparian  rights,  and  moreover  flowing,  as  it  does,  due  east  towards  the  Indian  Ocean, 
does  not  offer  cheap  engineering  facilities  for  diverting  it.  But  I  consider  that  the 
Palmiet  River  which  vises  in  the  same  mountains  and  flows  into  the  South  Atlantic 
Ocean,  near  Cape  Hangklip,  close  to  the  mouth  of  False  Bay,  is  a  more  practical 
source,  so  much  so,  that,  as  I  said  before,  I  directed  the  attention  of  English  capitalists 
to  it.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say  on  the  subject.  In  addition  to  seeing  Mr.  Hammersley- 
Heenan  and  Mr.  dagger  of  the  Harbour  Board,  I  may  say  that  I  addressed  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Thorne,  Mayor  of  Cape  Town,  upon  the  subject  of  water  supply,  as  follows 


“  Villa  Flora, 

“  Camp  Ground  Road,  Newlands, 

“  7th  March,  1902. 


“To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Cape  Town. 
“  Your  Worship, 


“  RE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  renew  in  writing  the  conversation  I  had  with  you  re 
water  supply  from  the  Palmiet  River,  about  48  miles  from  Cape  Town.  The  river 
at  about  eight  miles  from  the  sea  was  gauged  in  the  dry  season  by  two  Government 
surveyors,  and  found  to  give  a  flow  of  40,000,000  gallons  per  diem.  In 
the  flood  season  from  gaugings  made  by  the  Cape  Colonial  Government 
at  the  Grabouw  Bridge,  about  16  or  17  miles  from  the  sea  a  flood 
of  118,000,000  to  120,000,000  gallons  passes  daily.  The  river  at  the 
bridge  over  the  main  wagon  road  at  Grabouw  is  about  900  feet  above  the  sea, 
consequently  there  is  ample  head  for  a  gravitation  installation  via  the  coast, 
the  distance  to  Cape  Town  by  that  route  being  seventy  to  eighty  miles.  As  the 
Sir  Lowry’s  Pass  Tunnel  is  1,200  feet  above  the  sea,  and  the  river  at  Grabouw 
900  feet  above  the  sea,  the  route  could  be  so  altered  that  the  water  could  be 
pumped  to,  and  so  through,  the  tunnel,  and  thus  the  distance  to  Cape  Town 
would  be  shortened  from  seventy  miles  to  forty-seven  miles.  By  going  a  little 
higher  towards  the  sources  of  the  Palmiet  River  a  site,  somewhat  above  the  alti¬ 
tude  of  the  Sir  Lowry’s  Pass  Tunnel,  could  be  selected  from  which  to  start  the 
water,  and  so  overcome  the  objection  and  cost  of  any  pumping,  securing  for  ever 
a  continuous  supply  of  water,  flowing  by  gravitation  to  all  points.  The  supply 
would  no  doubt  be  diminished  below  40,000,000  gallons  per  diem  in  the  dry 
season,  but  not  by  much,  leaving  ample  margin  for  all  requirements.  With  this 
end  in  view,  and  to  avoid  riparian  claims,  I  have  secured  the  options  almost 
entirely  over  the  water  from  the  Grabouw  Bridge  downwards  to  the  sea,  and  also 
some  of  the  rights  above  the  bridge  towards  the  sources  of  the  river.  I  offer  to 
contract  to  deliver  not  les3  than  5,000,000  gallons  of  water  daily  into  any  reservoir 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Town,  not  higher  than  the  Molteno  Reservoir  at 
9d.  (ninepence)  per  1,000  gallons.  If  the  daily  demand  is  increased  to  10,000,000 
gallons,  the  price  can  be  reduced  to  7|d.  per  1,000  gallons.  The  supply  of  water 
can  be  increased  at  any  time  up  to  40,000,000  gallons  per  diem.  No  other  source 
of  supply  is  so  free  from  riparian  complications,  nor  so  easily  worked,  or  so  easily 
acquired.  No  dam  for  the  conservation  of  flood  water  is  required,  as  the  perennial 
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stream  is  so  strong  as  to  exceed  in  the  dry  season  even  any  practical  possibility  of 
leading  it  all  out  by  pipes.  As  the  Government  in  this  area  have  several  pieces 
of  laud,  it  would  be  necessary  to  come  to  terms  with  them,  but  as  they  also 
require  water  for  the  Railway  Department  this  would  not  be  difficult.  I  do  not 
attach  maps  or  diagrams  to  this  communication,  as  I  suppose  you  have  suitable 
maps  available  at  the  Council  Chamber. 


10738.  Was  there  any  reply  from  the  Mayor  ? — Only  an  acknowledgment  in 
which  they  said  they  were  very  much  obliged.  I  have  also  a  letter  here  from  Mr. 
MacFarlane.  dated  the  28th  February,  1902. 

10739.  Does  he  reside  there  ? — Yes,  he  has  lived  in  that  part  all  his  life,  but  he 
has  lately  moved  down  to  Hermanuspetrusfontein. 

10740.  What  is  he — a  farmer  ? — Well  ;  he  is  at  present  running  a  general 
dealer’s  business,  but  I  think  he  is  a  farmer  by  profession,  at  any  rate,  he  owns  farms 
up  there.  Mr.  MacFarlane  writes  as  follows : — “  I  am  quite  amused  at  the  reports 
about  the  Steenbras  River,  as  I  have  known  it  for  the  last  40  years.  I  can  assure  you 
that  there  is  hardly  enough  water  to  work  a  small  garden  in  the  dry  season.  It  will 
be  simply  madness  to  depend  upon  the  Steenbras  River  for  a  supply  of  water  to  Cape 
Town.  They  could  just  as  well  make  a  dam  to  catch  rain  water  in  the  mountains 
near  Cape  Town.  The  Palmiet  River  will  fill  a  3  feet  pipe  at  any  time.”  As  a  matter 
of  fact  I  think  it  will  fill  a  5  feet  pipe  to  overflowing. 

10741.  With  the  pressure  you  have  got  up  there? — Yes;  but  I  have  not  been 
able  to  get  the  velocity  up  there,  I  have  written  to  my  brother  for  particulars  on  that 
point,  but  Mr.  Baldwin  has  got  them  and  he  is  away.  But  it  is  estimated  that  it  will 
fill  a  sluit  25  feet  broad  and  3  feet  deep  to  overflowing.  Of  course  that  gives  75  square 
feet,  which  is  a  considerable  area.  That  would  fill  a  5  feet  pipe  to  overflowing. 

10742.  Do  I  understand  that  you  propose  to  take  the  water  from  both  these  head 
streams? — Well;  that  was  another  aspect,  but  I  concluded  that  the  Government 
having  so  much  land  had  already  this  scheme  up  their  sleeve. 

10743.  You  speak  about  bringing  this  water  over  to  the  Peninsula,  do  you  mean 
from  one  river  or  from  two  ?  Would  one  river  be  sufficient? — I  think  the  big  river 
would  be  sufficient,  but  it  would  be  necessary  to  cross  the  small  one. 

10744.  What  is  the  name  of  the  larger  one? — You  might  call  it  Palmiet  River, 
but  it  is  called  also  Keurboom  River.  Dr.  Yiljoen  has  land  there  also,  and  I  am  told 
that  he  has  already  sold  a  right  to  the  Railway  Department  to  take  the  water  over  his 
land. 

10745.  You  have  not  measured  the  area  drained  by  that  river  ? — No  ;  but  that 
would  be  an  easy  matter.  I  have  not  mentioned  the  Kromme  River,  which  is  an 
affluent  of  the  Palmiet  River  and  joins  at  Krabbefontein,  but  like  the  Palmiet  River 
there  it  has  only  a  small  fall,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  make  use  of  these  rivers  so 
low  down.  I  therefore  abandoned  that  river. 

10746.  Your  contention  is  that  a  steady  and  sufficient  water  could  be  brought 
from  either  of  the  two  rivers  above  that  junction  you  speak  of  by  gravitation  without 
constructing  a  reservoir  ? — Comparatively  a  little  dam  would  be  necessary,  say  to  cost 
about  £10,000  or  £20,000. 

10747.  Would  that  be  a  storage  reservoir  ? — No,  merely  a  diverting  reservoir 
you  might  call  it. 

10748.  And  without  pumping  ? — Yes. 

10749.  And  brought  through  the  tunnel  at  Sir  Lowry’s  Pass  ? — Yes,  pass  it 
under  the  tunnel.  Of  course  1  have  not  asked  the  Government  for  any  data  as  yet 
as  to  the  rivers  above  the  bridge.  We  have  options  over  the  water  rights  on  the  other 
farms  above  the  bridge. 

10750.  Do  your  options  then  cover  everyone  of  these  farms  bordering  on  the 
river  ? — Yes,  I  hold  that  under  the  Roman-Dutch  law,  you  cannot  touch  a  drop  of  the 
water  below.  That  is  according  to  a  decision  given  in  a  case  in  the  Transvaal. 

10751.  You  mean  unless  there  is  special  legislation  ? — Yes. 

10752.  Your  criticism  on  the  Steenbras  River  scheme  includes  the  fact 
that  there  is  no  great  perennial  flow,  and  that  it  is  simply  a  catchment 
area  ? — Yes,  and  that  it  might  do  as  well  to  put  a  storage  reservoir  at  New- 
lands.  I  have  crossed  the  river  near  the  mouth  at  all  seasons  ;  in  July,  1900, 
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twice  ;  in  January,  1901,  twice  ;  twice  previously  in  1900,  in  April  and  May.  I  have 
also  crossed  near  the  source  six  or  eight  times  backwards  and  forwards. 

2ml  June ,*1902.  10  753.  But  you  cannot  get  24  square  miles  catchment  area  at  Newlauds  ? — Oh, 

yes,  at  the  nek  where  the  road  goes  over  to  Hout  Bay  ;  anywhere  in  that  valley  there 
are  several  plaoes.  You  see  the  thing  is  this  :  if  they  want  only  an  intermittent  sup¬ 
ply  then  it  will  not  pay  anybody  to  go  in  for  the  scheme  except  the  Government.  If 
the  Corporation  are  not  going  to  pay  all  the  year  round  then  it  would  not  pay  a 
Company  to  go  in  for  a  scheme  which  would  mean  that  they  would  only  get  paid  for 
a  six  months’  delivery.  Under  those  circumstances  it  must  become  a  Government 
scheme,  because  as  I  said  the  whole  scheme  would  cost  about  £100,000  to  turn  the 
place  into  a  desert  in  order  to  conserve  the  purity  of  the  water  aud  of  course  it  could 
be  turned  into  a  forest,  but  if  the  water  is  only  wanted  for  a  few  months  in  the  year  a 
company  would  not  be  able  to  afford  it. 

10754.  Government  might  do  it  as  against  a  company  doing  it  ? — Yes. 

10755.  A  company  want  the  daily  consumption  or  fixed  yearly  income,  and  there 
is  no  community  which  would  guarantee  a  daily  consumption  ? — Yes,  that  was  one  of 
the  first  points  that  I  went  to  see  the  Mayor,  Mr.  Thorne,  about.  He  said  to  me,  “I 
don’t  want  a  petty  water  scheme,  your  scheme  must  be  able  to  supply  at  least  5,000,000 
gallons  of  water  during  the  dry  season  for  a  considerable  time  to  come,”  and  I  told  him 
that  was  exactly  what  I  had.  I  told  him  that  there  was  an  abundance  of  water  and 
that  you  could  not  cross  that  river  except  on  horseback  even  in  the  dry  season. 

10756.  Dr.  Gregory .]  I  presume  that  the  same  remarks  in  regard  to  the  Steenbras 
River  apply  to  the  Palmiet  River  in  its  lower  regions  ? — No. 

10757.  The  main  source  is  from  the  head  waters  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  rainy  part. 
There  are  a  great  number  of  rivers  and  they  all  rise  in  these  mountains. 

10718.  So  that  taking  it  at  the  bridge,  would  you  get  the  bulk  of  the  water  there  ? 
— Yes,  I  take  the  water  at  that  particular  spot,  so  as  not  to  lose  the  one  river  which 
forms  a  strong  stream. 

10759.  But  if  you  take  it  at  the  bridge  would  you  have  to  pump  ? — Yes. 

10760.  Is  it  not  possible  to  get  round  the  nek? — Then  you  would  fall  into  the 
Steenbras  River  area.  There  is  a  separate  watershed,  which  makes  a  low  nek,  but  it 
is  lower  than  the  tunnel,  and  you  therefore  have  to  face  the  question  of  about  300  feet 
pumping.  In  a  scheme  like  that  people  ought  not  to  mind  if  they  don’t  have  imme¬ 
diate  returns,  and  that  is  why  we  put  it  before  the  English  people,  because  here  they 
want  to  make  money  at  once.  Our  object  was  that  it  should  be  an  investment  for  ever, 
like  the  New  River  of  London. 

10761.  Then  the  alternatives  are  to  take  the  water  from  one  or  other  of  these 
streams  before  their  junction  to  form  the  Palmiet  River,  or  to  take  it  from  the  Palmiet 
River  at  the  bridge,  in  which  case  you  would  not  have  to  tunnel  or  pump  ? — 
Yes,  and  I  am,  of  course,  not  sufficiently  an  engineer  to  enter  into  the  question  of 
wear  and  tear  as  well  as  the  upkeep  and  depreciation  of  plant  for  the  best 
scheme,  because  it  might  be  better  to  have  open  conduits,  instead  of  pipes.  In  that 
case  you  might  have  less  contamination  and  that  sort  of  thing.  Water  run  in  open 
conduits  is  on  account  of  the  sunlight  and  air  playing  on  its  surface  muoh  more  healthy 
than  water  in  pipes. 

10762.  Supposing  10,000,000  gallons  were  taken  out  of  the  stream  above  the 
bridge  how  would  that  practically  affect  your  rights  below — I  am  not  speaking  of  your 
legal  rights  ? — Well,  Mr.  Beukes,  who  is  below,  does  not  use  the  water,  except  occa¬ 
sionally  for  his  sheep,  there  is  too  much  water.  Mr.  MacFarlane  does  not  use  the  river 
at  all,  neither  does  Mrs.  Brand,  who  has  a  small  farm  there.  The  whole  country  is 
full  of  perennial  streams  running  down. 

10763.  So  that  the  actual  monetary  value  would  be  slight?— Of  course  I  cannot 
dispose  of  other  people’s  rights. 

10764.  But  I  thought  you  possessed  most  of  those  rights? — Well,  the  position  is 
this :  I  cannot  go  and  say  that  those  rights  are  worth  next  to  nothing,  because  I 
bought  them  to  make  money.  I  have  got  the  water  to  sell,  and  you  require  it.  I 
suppose  there  would  have  to  be  arbitration  and  so  on,  unless  it  could  be  argued 
that  it  could  be  dealt  with  under  Euglish  law  on  the  principle  of  compensation  water. 
But  I  maintain  that  the  law  in  this  country  affecting  water  rights  is  not  at  all  the 
same  as  in  England.  People  are  always  mixing  up  the  two  laws  by  thinking  that  the 
Roman-Dutch  law  is  the  same  as  the  English  law. 

[Mr.  Erskine  subsequently  supplied  the  following  further  information  : 

The  gauging  of  the  Palmiet  River  was  made  at  about  8  miles  from  the  sea 

on  13th  January,  1901.  The  mean  velocity  of  the  stream  was  2|  feet  per  second ; 

the  fall  in  the  bed  1-jL  feet  per  200  feet,  or  0'55  per  cent.  ;  and  the  discharge 

4,500  cubic  feet  per  minute,  equalling  40,000,000  gallons  per  day  of  24  hours.] 
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WEDNESDAY,  4th  JUNE,  1902. 


Present : 


Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Bregory. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Burney. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers. 


R.  II.  Hammersley-Heenan,  M.I.C.E.,  further  examined. 


10765.  Chairman. ~\  You  gave  evidence  before  the  Commission  on  the  10th  April  . 
last,  and  we  put  a  few  questions  to  you  on  the  matter  of  the  discharge  of  sewage  into 
Table  Bay.  May  I  ask  if  the  Harbour  Board  have  taken  any  steps  in  this  matter  ? — 
No;  they  appointed  me  to  represent  them  before  this  Commission. 

10766.  Since  the  time  of  the  last  examination? — Since  the  appointment  of  the 
Commission. 

10767.  The  matter  of  the  discharge  of  the  sewage  into  Table  Bay  has  been  before 
the  Board  ? — No,  they  look  to  me  to  protect  their  rights  in  this  matter. 

10768.  I  thought  I  saw  that  at  one  meeting  of  the  Board  the  matter  had  been 
referred  to.  Did  you  not  bring  it  before  the  notice  of  the  Board  yourself,  that  some 
such  proposal  had  been  made  ?— Ye3,  I  did,  I  had  forgotten  that.  It  was  left  to  me  to 
deal  with  and  report  further  upon  it. 

10769.  It  is  the  case,  is  it  not,  that  the  Harbour  Board  are  the  custodians  of 
Table  Bay  ? — I  take  it  that  is  so  by  the  Act  No.  36  of  1896. 

10770.  And  by  that  Act  thej^  are  empowered  to  frame  regulations  for  all  matters 
connected  with  the  Bay  and  the  Docks  ? — Subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Bovernment. 

10771.  Would  these  regulations,  in  your  opinion,  cover  the  question  of  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  sewage  into  Table  Bay  ? — I  don’t  know  that  the  regulations  would,  but, 
certainly,  I  take  it  that  the  Board  have  power  to  stop  any  objectionable  scheme  for 
discharging  sewage  or  anything  else  into  the  Bay  within  their  jurisdiction. 

10772.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  know  of  no  discharge  of  sewage  which  is  taking 
place  at  the  present  time  ? — There  is  one  small  discharge,  from  the  Railway  Station, 
which  has  been  permitted  on  the  understanding  that,  directly  the  necessary  apparatus 
arrives  from  England  it  shall  be  stopped,  and  that,  I  understand,  from  the  drainage 
engineer,  is  now  either  here  or  expected. 

10773.  Have  you  come  to  a  general  conclusion  upon  the  subject  since  the  last 
occasion  on  which  you  were  before  us  ? — Yes,  I  have  studied  the  matter  a  good  deal. 

10774.  Woidd  you  be  prepared  to  make  any  statement  to  the  Commission  on  the 
subject  of  the  advisability  of  permitting  or  refusiog  permission  for  tne  discharge  of 
crude  sewage  into  Table  Bay  ? — I  may  state  for  the  Commission’s  information  that  1 
am  engaged  at  the  present  moment  in  consultation  with  Mr.  Methven  in  designing  a 
new  harbour.  We  have  practically  finished,  our  design  is  completed.  That  will 
embrace  the  inclusion  of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  Bay — a  very  considerable 
portion  of  the  Bay — and  within  that  area  I  should  most  emphatically  object  to  any 
sewage  of  any  kind  being  discharged. 

10775.  Would  that  apply  even  to  the  discharge  of  any  sewage  to  the  northwaids? 
— To  the  eastward  of  the  old  outfall  of  the  Town  Council. 

10776.  You  mean  that  would  be  the  boundary  of  the  new  harbour,  or  in  what 
respect  do  you  point  out  that  line  ? — The  new  harbour  will  be  bounded  on  the  east¬ 
ward,  if  the  proposal  is  carried  out,  by  a  mole  extending  from  Craig’s  Battery  to  the 
end  of  the  South  Pier  of  the  present  works. 

10777.  And  beyond  that,  will  you  still  be  disposed  to  prohibit  the  discharge  of 
sewage  ? — Anywhere  within  the  area  of  Table  Bay  I  could  resist  it  as  far  as  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Table  Bay  Harbour  Board  goes.  Outside  that,  I  would  only  resist 
it  as  a  private  citizen. 

10778.  Can  you  define  the  limits  of  the  Harbour  Board’s  jurisdiction? — If  you 
draw  a  line  from  the  Breen  Point  Lighthouse  through  the  Mouille  Point  Lighthouse 
aud  extend  it  aoross  the  Bay,  everything  to  the  southward  in  the  Bay  is  under  the 
Board’s  jurisdiction. 

10779.  Would  that  embrace  both  mouths  of  the  Salt  River  ? — Oh,  yes. 

10780.  Outside  that  line,  you  do  not  claim  to  exercise  jurisdiction  ? — We  have  no 
jurisdiction  outside  of  that  line. 
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Isidor  Hanau. 
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10781.  Outside  that  line,  how  would  the  question  of  the  discharge  of  sewage  stand 
affected  ? — I  have  frequently,  on  many  occasions  within  the  last  year  or  two  years, 
passed  the  Capo  Town  sewage  outfall  at  Green  Point,  and  on  many  occasions  it  has 
been  most  offensive.  The  crude  sewage  has,  even  with  the  thrashing  sea,  been  washed 
up  on  the  shore. 

10782.  With  reference  to  the  discharge  of  the  effluent  from  septic  tanks,  or  other 
systems  of  bacteriological  disposal  of  sewage  into  Table  Bay,  have  you  anything  to 
say  ? — The  effluent  of  such  well  known  systems  as  the  Scott-Moncrieff  system,  as  far 
as  I  have  seen,  and  I  have  seen  a  good  many  works  of  that  kind,  being  interested  in 
the  matter,  will  be  perfectly  harmless. 

10783.  And  you  do  not  think  that  its  discharge  into  the  sea  could  be  prevented  ? 
— I  do  not  think  it  would  be  reasonable  to  stop  it. 

10784.  Of  course  under  the  supervision  of  the  Harbour  Board  authorities  or 
others  to  see  that  it  is  properly  done  ? — I  take  it  for  granted,  of  course,  that  the  system 
would  be  in  compliance  with  all  modern  improvements. 

10785.  Have  your  proposals  for  the  drainage  of  the  Docks  been  considered  by  the 
Corporation  at  all  ? — Yes,  1  have  submitted  them  to  the  Town  Council,  but  it  was  only 
to  ask  their  permission  to  allow  the  sewage  to  be  pumped  into  their  drains  and 
thus  carried  ofi. 

10786.  Sucked  up  ? — No,  forced  up,  pumped  up. 

10787.  Have  they  made  any  objection  to  that  ? — I  do  not  think  that  they  have 
any  objection  to  it,  but  they  naturally  wanted  to  inquire  into  the  question. 

10788.  Nothing  has  been  done  ? — Nothing. 

10789.  It  is  a  question  practically  to  be  settled  by  the  engineers  engaged  ? — Yes, 
between  the  Drainage  engineer  and  myself. 

10790.  Have  you  any  further  evidence  on  the  question  of  the  run  of  the  currents 
in  Table  Bay  ? — After  I  had  given  evidence  on  the  last  occasion  I  refreshed  my 
memory  on  what  I  had  said  about  the  currents,  and  I  found  that  my  memory  had 
served  me  correctly,  and  that  I  must  adhere  to  the  evidence  I  gave.  There  are  no 
permanent  currents  in  Table  Bay,  and  I  am  confident  that  any  stercus  or  other  matter 
deposited  or  discharged  into  the  Bay  will,  sooner  or  later,  find  its  way  on  to  the  shore. 

10791.  Mr.  Stewart .]  Have  you  seen  the  manner  in  which  Glasgow  deals  with  a 
portion  of  its  sewage,  and  eventually  puts  its  effluent  into  the  Clyde  ? — No,  I  have  not 
seen  it,  but  I  know  how  it  is  done. 

10792.  Do  you  know  that  they  contend  there  that  if  the  sewage  effluent  is  as  good 
as  the  water  in  the  river  there  is  no  harm  in  putting  it  into  the  Clyde  P — Yes,  I 
thought  I  said  that  I  saw  no  harm  in  putting  the  effluent  into  the  Bay. 

10793.  You  would  not  oppose  the  putting  of  an  effluent  from  sewage  into  Table 
Bay  if  this  effluent  was  as  good,  or  nearly  as  good,  as  the  water  in  the  Bay  ? — Distinctly 
not.  I  would  even  go  further. 

10791.  Provided  that  sewage  was  not  put  in  a  crude  condition  into  the  Bay,  it  is 
probable  that  there  would  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Harbour  Board,  but  you 
would  have  to  convince  yourself  first  that  the  sewage  was  of  such  a  nature  as  not  to  do 
you  damage  P — That  is  so  ;  it  is  the  crude  sewage  I  am  opposed  to. 

10795.  You  are  opposed  to  putting  into  the  Bay  sewage  in  a  crude  state,  but  after 
it  has  been  subj  ected  to  chemical  or  biological  treatment,  with  the  result  that  a  fairly 
good  efliuent  is  obtained,  you  would  not  object  to  it?— No,  I  see  no  objection. 

10796.  Dr.  Anderson .]  No  method  of  treating  sewage  would  give  a  satisfactory 
effluent  unless  that  effluent  would  not  undergo  secondary  decomposition  ;  I  mean  that 
a  satisfactory  sewage  effluent  would  not  undergo  a  secondary  decomposition,  and  there¬ 
fore  you  would  have  no  objection  to  such  an  effluent  being  turned  into  Table  Bay  ? — 
No. 

10797.  Because  it  would  not  undergo  that  decomposition  ? — That  is  so. 


Isidor  Hanau  examined. 

10798.  Chairman.]  You  are  a  ratepayer  residing  in  Wynberg  and,  though  not  a 
member  of  the  Town  Council  of  Wynberg,  you  have  been  a  Town  Councillor  else¬ 
where  P — Yes,  since  1876,  with  slight  intervals,  I  have  been  on  public  bodies. 

10799.  In  other  parts  of  the  Colony  ? — Yes,  Carnarvon  and  Victoria  West. 

10800.  As  a  resident  ratepayer  of  Wynberg,  have  you  been  at  all  interested  in 
the  working  of  your  Town  Counciil,  or  in  the  working  of  any  other  suburban  Town 
Council  P — Yes,  I  have  been  generally  interested  in  Town  Council  work,  and  especially 
interested  in  the  Wynberg  Town  Council.  I  have  always  followed  up  Municipal 
matters  very  closely. 
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10801.  Do  you  think  there  is  anything  objectionable  in  the  smallness,  at  the 
present  time,  of  the  areas  in  which  individual  Councils  are  controlling  matters  ? — In 
some  respects  the  smallness  and  in  other  respects  the  other  way. 

10802.  Do  you  mean  the  magnitude  of  them  ? — Yes,  to  a  certain  extent  some  are 
too  large.  Taking  Wynberg  especially  :  when  Wynberg  took  in  Diep  River  and  part 
of  Claremont,  increasing  its  area  considerably,  all  at  once  the  water  supply  failed  at 
high  levels.  That  has  been  rectified  now.  I  point  out  these  thiugs  specially,  although 
trouble  has  arisen  all  over  the  suburbs.  Wynberg  was  petitioned  by  Mr.  Beard,  Sir  Henry 
Juta  and  others  in  the  Claremont  area,  to  take  them  over.  There  was  no  objection. 
They  were  taken  and  included  in  the  Municipal  boundary.  When  the  summer 
came,  this  new  area  got  the  water  supply.  Later  on,  Diep  River  was  taken  in  at  a 
lower  level,  and  it  was  then  found  that  the  water,  by  gravitation,  went  to  Diep  River, 
and  the  supply  to  the  old  properties  with  vested  rights,  at  various  high  levels,  failed 
for  days  and  days.  With  the  best  intentions  there  was  a  failure  of  proper  control. 

10803.  Those  high  level  properties  you  refer  to  are  within  the  area  of  Wynberg  ? 
— Yes,  speaking  generally  and  not  specifically  as  regards  my  own  case.  Claremont 
per  contra  had  a  very  large  area  to  commence  with,  and  went  on  improving  and 
enlarging  towards  the  Paradise  Estate  until  it  was  found  they  had  not  got  water  for 
the  Paradise  Estate. 

10804.  In  our  suburban  Municipalities  you  find  some  want  of  controlling  power 
through  the  multiplication  of  authorities,  I  believe.  For  instance,  you  have  the 
Divisional  Council,  the  Municipal  Council,  the  Tramway  Company,  and  the  Electric 
Lighting  Company,  all  exercising  control  ?— ' Yes ;  and  the  Forest  Department  might 
be  added  to  the  number. 

10805.  These  are  all  more  or  less  exercising  control  within  one  area? — Yes,  and 
there  is  no  central  authority  to  keep  things  in  order.  I  can  give  you  cases  in  point. 
Claremont  Municipality  and  Wynberg  Municipality  join  at  Station  Road,  and  there 
we  have  the  tramway.  In  addition  to  that,  if  a  tree  overhangs  they  have  to  go  to  the 
Forest  Department,  so  that  as  a  matter  of  fact  in  some  areas  there  are  five  different 
authorities  exercising  control.  Referring  again  to  Station  Road,  which  is  in  Claremont 
and  Wynberg,  that  road  became  so  unsatisfactory  that  I,  amongst  others,  spoke  to 
members  of  both  Municipalities  about  it.  One  part  of  the  road  belonged  to  Wynberg 
and  the  other  part  to  Claremont,  and  the  result  was  that  this  road  got  into  such  a  state 
that,  to  get  anything  done,  I  had  to  speak  to  Dr.  Murray  and  others  about  it,  and  get 
them  to  take  it  up.  Mains  Avenue  belonged  half  to  Claremont  and  the  other  half  to 
Wynberg.  Some  years  back,  Wynberg  took  it  over,  but  for  a  time,  before  it  was 
settled  that  Wynberg  should  take  it  over,  it  got  into  a  very  bad  state.  I  daresay  these 
same  remarks  apply  wherever  a  road  belongs  to  two  Municipalities,  because  it  becomes 
practically  No  Man’s  Land. 

1080G.  Is  it  not  the  case  at  the  present  time,  whatever  be  the  reason  of  it,  that 
the  construction  of  great  public  works  is  delayed  and  prevented  ? — Yes,  if  any  work 
is  of  any  importance  it  affects  more  than  one  Municipality,  and  one  has  to  consult  the 
other  and  soon  until  the  work  is  delayed. 

10807.  You  have  no  drainage  at  Wynberg  at  the  present  time,  I  believe? — No, 
but  there  is  a  big  scheme  in  hand. 

10808.  Although  it  was  four  years  since  it  was  authorised,  nothing  is  yet  done  ? — 
I  do  not  think  four  years,  but  fully  three  years.  Now,  however,  the  pipes  have  been 
ordered  and  the  scheme  is  in  a  fair  way  of  progress. 

10809.  This  last  year  your  water  supply  failed  you  ? — Yes,  for  a  short  period, 
but  it  was  a  serious  shortfall,  and  it  has  been  the  case  for  summer  after  summer. 

10810.  And  in  the  summer  the  same  difficulty  exists  in  other  Municipalities  ? 
— Yes,  in  some  oases  even  more  so  than  at  Wynberg. 

10811.  That  is  to  say  that  necessary  public  works  have  been  delayed  and  the 
water  supply  has  been  less  than  it  ought  to  have  been  ? — Notwithstanding  unlimited 
rains  and  large  sums  of  money  spent  by  the  respective  Councils  iu  the  suburbs,  there 
is  a  scarcity  of  wator  in  the  summer  months,  the  supply  being  erratic  and  the  control 
evidently  faulty  in  some  suburbs.  The  meter  system  not  being  general,  water  is 
wasted  enormously  in  most  cases  where  meters  are  wanting.  To  make  up  for  that,  I 
suppose,  a  minimum  rate  is  always  charged  both  in  summer  and  winter  iu  Wynberg 
where  water  is  supplied  by  meter,  any  surplus  over  that  supply  being,  of  course,  extra. 
On  this  question  of  the  charge  for  water  I  wish  to  clear  up  certain  evidence  given  on  behalf 
of  the  Wynberg  Town  Council.  What  I  want  to  say  is  this,  that  the  ratepayers  using 
meters  are  charged  a  minimum  water  rate  whether  they  take  the  water  or  not,  and  they 
must  pay  extra  when  they  get  more  than  is  allowed  under  this  minimum 
rate.  From  what  I  read  in  the  newspaper,  the  Commission  is  under  a 
misapprehension  ou  that  point.  It  would  appear  that  the  Commission  have 
been  given  to  understand  that  only  a  minimum  rate  is  charged.  I  gathered  that 
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that  was  the  tenour  of  Mr.  Vollmer’s  evidence,  hut  a  minimum  is  always  charged.  I  am 
not  contradicting  Mr.  Vollmer,  hut  I  am  only  clearing  up  what  I  noticed  in  the  report. 
There  is  always  a  minimum  rate  and  always  an  extra.  The  dribhle  system  does  not. 
apply  in  Wynberg,  hut  when  people  are  supplied  in  that  way  water  is  wasted,  and  we 
have  to  pay  for  it  though  we  do  not  waste  any. 

10812.  With  reference  to  the  getting  of  more  control  placed  into  the  hands  of  any 
large  authority,  what  would  you  suggest  ?  Should  we  combine  two  or  three  of  them  into 
one  Municipality  ? — I  should  say  that  one  or  more  Boards  should  he  formed  to  have 
the  management  of  the  larger  questions,  like  water,  lighting  and  sewerage,  leaving  the 
Municipalities  either  as  they  are  or  with  slight  emendations  to  deal  with  purely  looal 
matters. 

10813.  You  would  be  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Works  undertaking  these  larger 
matters  for  the  whole  of  the  suburbs  ? — Undoubtedly. 

10814.  One  Board,  or  two  or  more  Boards  ? — One  Board  would  be  rather  a  tall 
order  because  the  topographical  formation,  and  one  thing  and  another,  of  the  various 
parts  of  the  district  differ.  For  instance,  the  water  supply  of  Wynberg  is  wholly 
different  from  the  water  supply  of  the  Liesbeek  areas. 

10815.  Would  not  one  Board  elected  ad  hoc  deal  with  these  things  ? — I  think  it 
might  if  it  was  properly  constituted,  just  as  well  as  the  Government  deals  with  the 
whole  country. 

10816.  With  representatives  of  the  various  local  areas  ?  — Yes,  in  that  way  a  vast 
amount  of  money  would  be  saved  because  the  administration  of  each  of  these  small 
areas  costs  very  nearly  as  much  as  the  administration  of  the  whole  area  under 
one  body  would  cost. 

10817.  But  putting  aside  the  expensiveness  of  the  present  method  of  working, 
you  are  of  opinion  that  the  sub-division  of  the  suburban  area  into  so  many  Municipali¬ 
ties  as  at  present  exist  causes  inevitable  delay  in  the  carrying  out  of  necessary  public 
works  ? — Undoubtedly  ;  and  then  again,  the  areas  overlap  each  other.  For^instanee, 
more  than  one  property  is  in  two  different  districts,  and  what  is  required  for  those 
properties  is  done  quite  differently  in  one  Municipality  to  the  way  in  which  it  is  done 
in  the  other  Municipality.  There  is  no  similarity  in  their  working. 

10818.  Have  you  thought  that  the  existence  of  so  many  Municipal  Councils 
prevents  anything  like  a  complete  drainage  scheme  for  the  suburbs  being  carried  out  ? — 
Certainly.  Take  the  Liesbeek  valley.  There  the  Municipalities  unless  they  can 
agree,  which  takes  time  (and  even  then  I  daresay  they  would  not  finally  agree,) 
over  a  drainage  scheme,  have  to  have  the  whole  thing  hung  up  or  else  there  must  be 
three  different  schemes  with  three  different  outfalls.  Wherever  feasible,  drainage  and 
sewerage  schemes  should  be  carried  out  collectively  for  any  suitable  area,  and  that  area 
must  be  independent  of  Municipal  areas,  because  I  consider  that  Municipal  Councils 
ought  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  large  drainage  works.  To  construct  a  sewerage 
scheme  for  each  Municipality  separately  would  be  very  costly.  It  would  entail  many 
different  outfalls  and  would  present  innumerable  difficulties  and  danger  to  public 
health. 

10819.  You  consider  that  a  great  public  work  like  that  can  only  be  undertaken  on 
the  basis  of  one  general  combination  and  with  a  spirit  of  co-operation  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  suburbs  ? — Most  decidedly. 

10820.  Have  you  any  experience  as  to  the  working  of  our  Divisional  Council  on 
the  main  roads  that  go  through  the  Municipalities  ? — Yes,  from  general  observation, 
and  from  seeing  figures  as  to  their  total  income  and  expenditure. 

10821.  Do  you  think  that  the  maintenance  of  the  main  roads  passing  through 
Municipalities  might  safely  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Municipalities? — No,  I  should 
say  th  it  the  main  roads  should  be  left  with  the  Government  to  manage. 

10822.  You  are  ia  favour  of  the  Government  taking  over  the  main  roads? — Yes, 
decidedly,  because  the  main  roads  go  further  into  the  country.  If  the  control  over  the 
main  roads  was  vested  in  each  Municipality  I  consider  that  as  a  whole  the  roads  would 
suffer,  because  of  the  different  management  in  the  construction  and  repairing  of  them, 
I  would  leave  the  main  roads  to  the  Government  rather  than  to  either  the  Divisional 
Council  or  the  Municipalities. 

10823.  But  is  not  what,  you  call  the  main  road  from  Cape  Town  to  Wynberg 
really  just  a  street  passing  through  a  considerably  straggling  town? — Yes,  technically 
it  is  a  main  road,  but  actually  it  is  a  street,  because  there  are  houses  almost  all  the  way 
along,  and  there  is  kerbing  and  guttering.  I  will  qualify  my  previous  statement  by 
saying  that  where  such  circumstances  apply,  as  apply  between  here  and  Wynberg,  that 
is  to  say,  wherever  the  main  road  is  really  a  street,  it  should  be  exempted. 

10824.  Do  you  mean  that  it  should  remain  in  the  Municipalities  ? — Yes,  I  was 
speakiug  just  now  of  main  roads,  pure  and  simple,  as  they  go  through  the  country, 
but  where  there  are  kerbing  and  guttering,  electric  light  poles,  tramway  poles,  and  such 
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things  to  be  considered,  I  should  say  most  decidedly  that  the  management  of  the  road 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  local  Boards. 

10825.  Now,  by  bringing  a  portion  of  the  main  road  under  the  control  of  the 
Municipal  Councils  a  considerable  transference  of  responsibility  would  follow  from  the 
Divisional  Council  to  the  Muneipal  Councils  ? — Yes. 

10826.  You  would  take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Divisional  Council  the  control  of 
that  road,  together  with  the  expense  of  keeping  it  up  ? — That  is  so. 

10827.  Therefore,  the  Municipal  Councils  would  have  to  receive  some  extra 
powers  in  the  way  of  rating  or  a  revenue  from  some  other  source  to  enable  them  to 
maintain  that  road  ? — Yes,  but  that  would  be  infiuitely  less  than  the  c  ;st  to  the  rate¬ 
payers  in  paying  the  rates  as  they  do  at  present. 

10828.  You  do  not  think  the  ratepayers  would  have  to  pay  so  much  ? — No,  we 
would  not  have  to  pay  Municipal  rates  plus  Divisional  rates.  It  is  impossible. 

10829.  If  that  arrangement  is  carried  out,  would  it  be  your  opinion  that  the  Mu¬ 
nicipalities  should  still  give  something  towards  the  up-keep  of  the  outside  roads  in  the 
Cape  Division  ? — Certainly  not. 

10830.  You  do  not  think  so  ? — No. 

10831.  It  would  require  then  a  much  greater  revenue  from  the  properties  outside 
the  Municipalities  than  is  now  obtained  to  keep  those  roads  in  order  ? — That  is  easily 
made  up.  The  country  is  not  taxed  like  the  towns  are. 

10832.  Then  would  you  have  the  valuation  of  the  properties  outside  the  towns 
raised  to  a  point  necessary  to  bring  in  the  increased  revenue  ?  — Yes.  They  can 
bear  it. 

10833.  Are  you  quite  clear  upon  that  point,  because  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion 
even  amongst  witnesses  who  represent  Municipalities  ?  Some  would  be  in  favour  of  a 
contribution  of  some  kind  to  meet  the  cost  of  the  outside  roads  ? — I  could  give  reasons 
for  my  opinion.  The  outside  areas  are  very  much  more  in  extent  and  they  have  been 
all  along  very  lightly  rated  in  comparison  to  the  various  taxes  that  fall  upon  Muni¬ 
cipal  areas.  Comparatively  speaking  they  would  be  lightly  rated  with  this 
extra  addition,  because  there  is  such  a  large  area.  The  extra  amount  which 
they  would  be  required  to  provide  should  be  practically  infinitesimal,  and  it  would  have 
very  little  effect  upon  their  rates,  but  if  that  amount  was  tacked  on  to  Municipal 
ratepayers  it  would  be  unduly  heavy. 

10834.  Perhaps  you  are  not  acquainted  with  what  the  results  have  been  in  the 
past.  Excluding  altogether  the  question  of  maintaining  the  main  road  which  passes 
through  the  Municipalities,  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  outside  roads  in  the  Cape  Divi¬ 
sion  during  the  year  1901  was  a  little  over  £13,000.  Out  of  that  sum  £3,000,  roughly 
speaking,  was  raised  by  the  Divisional  Council  from  the  farm  properties — the  country 
areas — and  £10,000  was  raised  from  the  Municipalities.  That  sum  was  purely  for  the 
outside  roads.  If  you  were  to  exclude  Municipalities  altogether,  and  you  were  to 
throw  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  outside  roads  entirely  upon  the  outside  properties, 
you  would  have  to  increase  their  valuation  about  four  times.  Do  you  think  that  they 
could  bear  that  F — I  did  not  know  those  figures. 

10835.  But  bearing  those  figures  in  mind,  do  you  think,  now,  that  the  outside 
properties  would  be  able  to  bear  the  increased  taxation  ? — If  that  is  a  yearly  average  of 
the  cost  of  the  roads  and  the  contributions  towards  them  I  must  say  it  appears  very 
heavy.  Are  you  sure  that  is  the  expenditure  for  one  year  only,  and  that  it  is  not 
an  average  expenditure  ? 

10836.  You  may  take  it  that  it  is  the  average  expenditure  for  one  year  only  ? — 
I  would  ask  whether  in  course  of  time  that  would  not,  so  to  say,  be  considerably 
reduced  by  the  fact  of  the  Divisional  Council  being  abolished  and  the  Public  Works 
Department  maintaining  the  roads. 

10837.  Do  you  think  that  the  Public  Works  Department  would  work  more 
economically  than  the  Divisional  Council  ? — Oh,  yes,  they  have  their  machinery  and 
their  staff.  I  decidedly  think  the  Public  Works  Department  could  do  it  more 
economically. 

10838.  Have  you  any  remarks  upon  the  constitution  of  Municipal  Councils  ? — I 
am  of  opinion  that  every  Municipal  Council  should  have  a  legal  man,  some  professional 
lawyer,  or  some  official  appointed  by  the  Government,  on  its  Board.  From  my 
experience  I  found  when  sitting  upon  a  Board  that  there  were  a  great  many  things 
which  the  ordiuary  members  of  the  Council  would  have  done  but  for  the  fact  that  we 
had  a  legal  member  on  our  Council  who  told  us  if  we  did  them  we  should  be  infringing 
the  law.  I  know  that  suburban  Councils  do  a  good  many  wonderful  things,  which 
I  think  would  be  prevented  if  there  were  official  nominee  versed  in  the  law,  or  some 
lawyer  elected  by  the  ratepayers,  sitting  at  the  Board,  who  knew  all  about  the 
Municipal  Act,  because,  at  present,  these  things  are  very  difficult  to  understand.  They 
are  very  conflicting. 
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10839.  Might  there  not,  even  then,  be  a  difference  of  opinion  ;  some  people  say 
that  the  best  way  to  get  a  Corporation  into  legal  difficulties  is  to  put  a  lawyer  on  the 
Board;  would  it  not  be  better  for  the  Board  to  have  its  own  legal  adviser  outside  its 
membership  ?  —  They  could.  We  have  secu  from  events  that  either  these  Boards  have 
no  legal  adviser  or  they  do  not  consult  him  if  they  have. 

10840.  Mr.  Ghirney.j  Has  it  ever  occurred  to  you  that  it  might  bo  advisable  to 
allow  the  princip’e  of  Civil  servants  taking  their  seats  on  Municipal  Boards? — My 
opinion  tends  in  that  direction.  I  would  have  Government  nominees.  Generally 
speaking,  however,  it  is  a  matter  that  I  can  hardly  give  an  opinion  on. 

10841.  If  you  take  a  place  like  Wynberg,  where  a  great  many  Civil  servants 
are  resident  ;  manifestly,  if  a  large  class  of  the  ratepayers  are  necessarily 
excluded  from  becoming  members  of  the  Council,  you  are  limiting  very  much  the 
choice  of  your  Municipal  representatives,  are  you  not  ? — To  a  certain  extent,  but  I 
believe  that  their  regulations  provide  that  Civil  servants  cannot  be  elected. 

10842.  Has  it  ever  struck  you  that  it  might  be  desirable  that  they  should  be 
elected  ? — I  have  not  thought  over  it,  but,  more  particularly  in  a  place  like  Wynberg 
it  would  certainly  be  very  useful. 

10843.  There  is  no  salary  attached  to  the  post,  and  meetings  are  held  at  night  ? — 
No,  the  representatives  are  not  paid,  and  the  meetings  are  generally  held  at  night. 

10844.  So  that  practically  if  a  Civil  servant  were  elected  he  would  be  able  to 
attend  the  meetings  during  his  leisure  ? — Yes,  and  I  think  it  would  be  very  useful, 
very  salutary  in  fact. 

10845.  The  fact  that  there  are  so  many  of  these  small  Municipalities  would 
account  for  the  lack  of  experienced  Clerks  who  might  advise  upon  the  Council’s  legal 
liabiltiies  ? — Yes,  it  is  this  way  :  a  Councillor  is  elected  Mayor  say  for  a  couple  of 
years  and  then,  after  he  lias  gained  his  experience,  another  Mayor  comes  in,  without 
any  experience,  and  he  has  to  look  to  the  previous  Mayor  or  to  the  Clerk  for  guidance. 
I  do  not  want  to  go  into  specific  cases  but  we  have  seen  enough  of  cases  where 
Municipal  Councils  have  got  themselves  and  the  ratepayers  into  hot  water,  and  things 
were  done  which  should  not  be  done,  simply  because  they  have  either  not  consulted  their 
legal  advisers  or  they  have  not  had  any  legal  advisers. 

10846.  Then  you  consider  that  amalgamation  would  naturally  be  followed  by  a 
higher  class  of  Clerk  and  adviser  than  the  small  Municipalities  can  get  ? — That  might 
follow,  but  not  necessarily.  Wonderful  things  have  been  done  in  the  suburbs.  Of 
course  I  am  speaking  generally,  but  I  must  say  there  seems  to  be  no  safeguai’d. 

10847.  Chairman .]  But  the  tendency  would  be  in  that  direction  ?—  Yes,  naturally. 

10848.  And  you  would  not  require  so  many  Councillors  as  you  now  require  in  the 
Municipalities,  and,  consequently,  the  ratepayers  would  be  able  to  make  a  better 
selection  ? — Yes,  but  I  still  hold  that  there  should  be  a  certain  number  of  nominees 
appointed  by  the  Government. 

10849.  Would  it  not  meet  your  purpose  if  the  auditor  of  the  Municipality  was 
nominated  by  the  Government  ? — I  would  consider  that  a  sine  qua  non ,  but  the  other  I 
would  stick  to.  I  would  have  a  certain  number  of  members  on  the  Board  appointed  by 
the  Government  whether  the  Municipality  were  a  small  one  or  a  large  one. 

10850.  Mr.  Gurney .]  Do  you  not  think  that  the  confidence  of  the  ratepayers 
would  be  increased  if  all  Municipal  accounts  were  audited  by  the  Auditor-General  of 
the  Colony  ? — The  Auditor- General  or  some  auditor  appointed  by  the  Government. 

10851.  Chairman .]  Are  you  satisfied  with  the  present  system  of  valuing  for 
rating  purposes  in  Municipalities  ? — I  am  very  much  opposed  to  the  present  system 
because,  in  the  first  place,  it  is  so  erratic.  For  instance,  take  property  situated  in  two 
Municipalities.  Either  you  have,  as  was  lately  the  case,  with  Mr.  Beard’s  property, 
where  the  valuer  for  the  Wynberg  Council  valued  the  property  as  all  within  the 
Wynberg  Municipality,  which  turned  out  to  be  partly  in  Claremont.  Of  course 
the  matter  was  referred  back  to  the  valuators,  and  it  was  agreed  with  Mr.  Beard 
that  certain  of  the  property  should  be  held  to  fall  within  the  Wynberg  Municipality 
and  the  rest  within  the  Claremont  Municipality.  Wynberg  accepted  that  partition  but 
Claremont  has  not,  I  believe,  caused  a  valuation  to  be  made  yet  and  may  not  accept  the 
partition.  But  in  any  case  it  is  quite  probable  that  you  will  have  the  anomaly  of  one 
portion  of  the  property  being  valued  at  a  certain  amount  per  acre  whilst  another 
portion  of  the  property  is  valued  at  quite  a  different  sum  per  acre. 

10852.  That  raises  the  question  of  the  difficulties  of  the  boundaries  of  the  various 
Municipalities.  In  some  cases  the  boundaries  pass  through  various  properties  ? — Yes, 
the  boundaries  run  in  a  very  zig-zag  manner,  and  are  not  all  of  them  fixed,  even  to  the 
pjresent  day. 

10853.  You  have  some  of  them  running  down  the  middle  of  the  roads  ? — Yes, 
that  occurs  in  Mains  Avenue.  I  do  not  think,  in  some  cases,  that  the  Councils  actually 
know  what  are  their  boundaries. 
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10854.  Dr.  Anderson. ]  Is  not  the  great  difficulty  which  is  met  with  in  the  matter 
of  Municipal  Couucils  the  difficulty  of  getting  Councillors  who  will  learu  their  duties 
and  attend  to  them  ? — I  do  not  think  there  is  any  difficulty  in  getting  Councillors. 
There  are  a  good  many  retired  men  who  for  some  cause  or  other  cannot  get  on  the 
Councils.  The  situation  is  such  that  there  is  not  quite  that  representation  which  one 
woidd  think  there  ought  to  be. 

10855.  The  Councillors  do  not  stop  on  the  Councils  for  any  length  of  time  ? — 
Some  do,  and  some  leave  very  quickly,  and  you  have  with  the  change  of  Councillors  a 
change  of  ideas.  Often  there  is  no  continuity,  although  iu  other  cases  there  is  too  much 
continuity. 

10850.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  you  made  the  local  bodies  larger  and  more 
important  that  you  would  get  men  of  more  account  in  the  neighbourhood  to  go  on 
them  ? — You  might  make  the  qualification  higher  or  something  of  that  kind. 

10857.  You  will  agree  with  me  that  if  the  bodies  wore  made  larger,  embracing 
wider  areas,  with  greater  public  works  to  do,  more  influential  men  might  be  induced  to 
go  on  to  the  Councils  P — It  might  be,  but  not  necessarily. 

10858.  Supposing  that  you  also  put  on  to  such  a  body  some  Government 
nominees,  would  not  that  have  the  effect  of  making  the  elected  members  take  less 
interest  in  their  work? — On  the  contrary,  more.  If  there  were  fewer  raft  payers 
elected  they  would  take  more  interest. 

10859.  If  these  nominees  were  permanently  appointed  would  it  not  follow  that 
they  would  get  matters  into  their  own  hand  ? — The  Government  nominees  would  be 
only  a  few  for  the  guidance  and  instruction  of  the  others,  not  as  a  majority,  that  is  not 
my  proposal. 

10860.  I  am  not  speaking  as  a  majority,  but  they  would  get  the  power  into  their 
hands  through  being  there  for  the  purpose  of  guiding,  and  the  result  would  be  that  the 
affairs  of  the  Council  may  be  more  or  less  left  under  their  control? — I  do  not  think 
they  could  get  the  power,  because  there  would  be  always  the  majority  of  the  members 
elected  by  the  ratepayers,  and  the  nominees  would  not  be  able  to  get  any  despotic 
power. 

10861.  Chairman.\  What  do  you  mean  by  paying  a  minimum  rate  for  water? — 
I  will  give  you  an  instance.  A  person  has  property  valued  at  £5,000,  and  he  is  rated 
at  so  much  per  £1,000  whether  he  gets  the  water  or  not.  He  must  pay  according  to 
the  valuation,  and  any  water  that  he  gets  above  the  quantity  allowed  by  the  minimum 
rate  he  is  charged  for.  For  instance,  if  in  the  winter  months  I  use  no  water  at  all  I 
am  charged  the  minimum  rate  for  those  winter  months. 

10862.  Then  how  do  you  come  to  pay  extra? — If  I  use  more  than  the  quantity 
allowed  under  this  minimum  rate  I  must  pay  extra.  The  water  is  measured  by  a 
meter.  This  matter  is  also  affected  by  the  recent  rise  in  the  valuation  of  Wynberg. 
Our  valuations  have  been  doubled  lately,  not  only  for  rates  but  also  for  water,  so  that 
we  have  to  pay  a  double  minimum.  We  are  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  valuators  who 
may  or  may  not  be  right.  Further  I  do  not  want  to  go. 

10863.  Are  there  any  other  points  which  you  would  like  to  bring  before  the 
Commission? — In  connection  with  the  water,  I  have  made  a  note  as  to  the  danger  of 
the  dribble  system.  It  is  a  matter  which  I  have  been  watching  for  years.  We  have 
not  got  the  dribble  system  in  Wynberg,  I  am  thankful  to  say.  I  would  certainly 
recommend  that  wherever  the  dribble  system  is  in  force  there  should  be  a  regular 
inspection  of  the  tanks.  It  should  be  an  official  inspection,  and  should  be  done  either 
by  a  sanitary  inspector  or  some  medical  officer  ;  just  the  same  as  the  houses  are 
inspected.  I  know  from  my  own  experience  that  contaminated  tanks  are  a  fertile 
source  of  disease.  I  had  a  case  in  my  own  family  at  Muizenberg.  The  nature  of  the 
illness  led  us  to  suspect  the  tank  water.  The  tank  was  examined,  and  in  it  were  found 
dead  cats  and  other  impurities.  The  tank  had  been  there  for  years  and  had  never  been 
examined,  doubtless  owing  to  the  tenants  coming  and  going  and  not  staying 
very  long  in  the  house.  This  applies  to  the  seaside  places  like  Kalk  Bay 
and  Muizenberg.  Iu  a  smaller  degree  perhaps  there  is  similar  danger 
iu  other  places  where  tanks  are  used.  For  instance,  I  went  to  live  in 
a  house  where  there  was  a  tank  which  had  been  put  up  by  the  hydraulic  engineer.  I 
found  there  was  a  great  disadvantage  in  there  not  being  a  draw-off  tap  and  so  I  had 
the  tank  altered.  When  all  the  water  was  run  off,  1  found  a  thick  deposit  of  mud 
which  was  swarming,  quite  alive,  with  germs  and  liviug  matter.  That  water  had  been 
consumed  for  household  purposes  for  years  and  the  people  who  had  lived  in  the  house 
had  suffered  in  consequence.  Various  families  had  lived  there  for  some  time  and  there 
had  often  been  sickness.  This  is  the  sort  of  thing  which  shews  the  necessity  for 
careful  inspection  of  tanks  which  are  used  to  hold  water  for  drinking  purposes. 
It  is  a  fact  though,  that  people  do  not  seem  to  understand  the  danger  of  tanks.  I 
say  that  all  tanks  are  a  source  of  danger  and  will  be  unless  you  have  proper  and 
thoroughly  efficient  inspections. 
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10864.  Y\  ould  you  not  sooner  get  rid  of  the  tanks  altogether  than  have 
inspections  of  them  ?  \ou  could  not  do  that  without  an  Act  of  Parliament,  I  presume. 


THURSDAY,  5th  JUNE,  1902. 


Present : 

Hon.  Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory.  Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson.  Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers. 

Messrs.  John  McGregor  (Mayor)  and  Edward  Hutt  (Councillor)  of  the  Maitland 

Municipality,  examined. 

10865.  Chairman.']  Will  you  give  us  your  full  name,  please,  Mr.  McGregor  ? — 
John  McGregor. 

10866.  And  your  full  name,  Mr.  Hutt? — Edward  Hutt. 

'  10867.  Mr.  McGregor,  you  are  the  Mayor  of  Maitland  ? — Yes. 

10868.  And  Mr.  Hutt,  you  are  a  Councillor  of  the  Municipality  of  Maitland  ?— 

Yes. 

10869.  You  reside  at  Maitland  and  carry  on  business  there,  Mr.  Mayor  ? — Yes. 

10870.  What  is  your  business? — I  am  a  shop-keeper. 

10871.  And  what  is  your  occupation,  Mr.  Hutt? — -I  am  superintendent  of  the 
Maitland  Cemeteries,  and  a  landed  proprietor  in  Maitland. 

10872.  How  long  have  you  been  living  there,  Mr.  Mayor? — All  my  life. 

\_Mr.  McGregor  answered  most  questions  from  this  stage.] 

10873.  Now  it  was  only  a  few  months  ago  that  Maitland  was  made  a  Munici¬ 
pality  ? — Yes. 

10874.  And  before  that  time  you  were  on  the  Village  Management  Board  ? — -Yes. 

10875.  As  Chairman  ? — Yes,  I  was  Chairman  for  some  time. 

10876.  Had  you  any  connection  with  that  too,  Mr.  Hutt  ? — Yes,  I  was  a  member 
also,  and  Chairman  for  one  year. 

10877.  How  long  had  Maitland  been  a  village  under  the  Village  Management 
Board  Act  before  it  was  made  a  Municipality  ? — About  19  years. 

10878.  The  area  of  Maitland  is  about  900  morgen  ? — Yes,  a  little  over  900 
morgen  ;  but  a  large  portion  of  that — about  400  morgen — is  Government  property 
and  therefore  not  rateable. 

10879.  That  portion  is  not  vested  in  the  Municipality  at  all  ? — No. 

10880.  Have  you  any  privileges  over  that  ground  ?  Do  you  use  it  as  a 
commonage  ? — Yes. 

10881.  With  the  consent  of  the  Government,  of  course  ? — Well,  the  Municipality 
is  not  using  it  as  a  commonage,  but  the  people  are  using  it  and  simply  exercising  their 
own  rights.  Two  or  three  years  ago  we  applied  to  the  Government  for  that  piece  of 
ground,  bnt  we  could  not  get  it;  it  appears  that  it  is  vested  in  the  Cape  Town 
Municipality  and  that  it  was  given  to  them  by  the  Government  for  the  Dunscombe 
drainage  scheme.  The  Cape  Town  Municipality  refused  to  give  it  up  when  we 
applied  for  it.  It  is  the  land  known  as  the  “  Salt  River  Outspan.” 

10882.  And  it  is  included  in  that  900  morgen  ? — Yes. 

10883.  It  was  not  included  in  the  proclamation  constituting  Maitland  a 
Municipality  ? — It  is  included  in  our  area  of  the  Proclamation,  but  is  not  vested  in  the 
Municipality. 

10884.  Do  the  people  now  use  it  for  grazing  purposes  ? — Yes. 

10885.  And  they  have  never  been  interfered  with  in  so  doing  ? — No. 

10886.  To  what  extent  do  you  exercise  rights  over  it  ?  Do  you  police  it  at  all  ? — 
No,  we  don’t  exercise  any  public  rights  over  it  at  all. 

10887.  You  don’t  impound  any  stock  from  it  ? — No. 

10888.  And  is  it  used  by  the  Government  for  aDy  purposes  at  the  present  time  !  — 
Not  that  T  am  aware  of. 

10889.  Do  people  outspan  there  ? — Yes,  the  ox  wagons  outspau  there. 
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10890.  Without  let  or  hindrance  from  the  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

10801.  What  is  the  population  of  Maitland  ? — -The  population  is  almost  3,000, 
excluding  the  inhabitants  of  what  is  called  the  “  Eviction  Camp”  at  Nieuwe  Molen, 
whose  inhabitants  number  about  838.  Of  course  our  census  is  only  a  rough  one. 

10892.  Is  that  part  of  the  Municipality  as  well  ? — Yes  ;  it  is  ground  belonging 
to  the  Government  and  comprises  a  farm  lately  purchased  by  them. 

10893.  And  exclusive  of  that  you  say  your  population  is  about  3,000  ? — Yes. 

10894.  Are  they  mostly  Europeans,  or  have  you  many  coloured  people  there  ? — 
We  have  a  good  many  coloured  people.  I  should  s  iy  about  2,000  coloured  people  and 
about  1,000  white  people. 

10895.  Do  the  Europeans  mostly  carry  on  business  in  Maitland,  or  do  they  reside 
there  and  carry  on  business  elsewhere? — A.  large  proportion  of  them  carry  on  business 
in  Cape  Town. 

10896.  And  the  coloured  people  ? — The  coloured  people  principally  work  there, 
that  is  to  say,  those  that  are  in  the  village. 

10897.  Are  tie  Europeans  mostly  property  owners  there,  or  do  they  rent 
properties  ? — I  have  not  gone  into  that  question. 

10898.  Perhaps  you  could  find  that  out  for  the  Commission  from  the  roll  ? — Yes, 
that  could  be  done.  (Mr.  Hutt.)  About  one-half  of  them  are  tenants. 

10899.  And  with  reference  to  the  coloured  people,  are  they  mainly  occupiers,  or  are 
they  to  some  extent  owners  as  well  of  the  properties  they  live  in  ? — They  are  mainly 
occupiers ;  to  a  very  small  extent  the  coloured  people  own  property. 

10900.  In  getting  this  information  for  us  would  your  Clerk  be  able  to  differentiate 
between  the  Europeans  and  the  coloured  people  ? — Oh,  yes. 

10901.  And  differentiate  the  owners  of  properties  from  those  who  are  merely 
occupiers  ?.- — Yes,  he  would  be  able  to  do  that. 

10902.  That  other  property — the  Eviction  Camp — what  is  the  area  of  that  ? — I 
think  about  six  morgen. 

10903.  And  who  live  there  now? — All  the  undesirable  people  who  are  turned  out 
of  Cape  Town  are  put  there  by  the  Government 

10904.  And  what  sort  of  buildings  are  they  living  in  there  ? — They  are  living  in 
the  galvanised-iron  buildings  which  used  to  be  occupied  by  the  military  when  the  military 
were  stationed  there. 

10905.  How  many  persons  are  there?— Well,  roughly  about  850.  That  was 
about  the  number  when  we  made  our  inspection  of  the  place  about  a  month  ago,  but  I 
don’t  know  how  many  there  are  now  ;  they  come  and  go. 

10906.  What  class  of  people  are  they  ? — Very  undesirable  people. 

10907.  Are  they  coloured  or  white? — Coloured. 

10908.  How  do  they  make  a  living  ? — They  principally  come  to  work  in  Cape 

Town 

10909.  And  these  people,  do  they  come  to  Cape  Town  by  train,  or  on  foot  ? — By 
train. 

10910.  Then  their  occupations  are  mainly  unknown  to  you  ? — Yes. 

10911.  They  must  be  of  the  labouring  class,  chiefly? — Yes. 

10912.  Are  they  mostly  males  ? — No,  there  are  many  children  ;  there  are  women 
too — principally  washerwomen — but  I  should  say  that  there  would  be  about  150  males 
amongst  them. 

10913,  And  the  rest  are  principally  washerwomen  and  their  children  ? — Yes. 

10914.  Now  was  the  Municipality  consulted  at  all  before  these  people  were  put 
there  ?— No. 

10915.  And  they  were  simply  put  into  huts  previously  occupied  by  the  military  ? 
— Yes,  into  galvanised-iron  buildings. 

10916.  Were  the  military  turned  out  for  this  purpose? — No;  when  the  military 
left  f  lie  place  the  oamp  was  used  as  a  contact  camp  during  the  time  of  the  plague,  and 
when  the  contact  camp  was  shifted  to  TJitvlugt  these  people  were  put  there. 

10917.  Do  you  look  upon  these  people  as  townspeople  of  Maitland  ? — Yes,  to  a 
certain  extent,  because  in  connection  with  our  Coronation  festivities  the  children  of  the 
Eviction  Camp  are  included,  so  that  to  a  certain  extent  we  do  look  upon  them  as 
belonging  to  Maitland. 

10918.  Are  you  going  to  have  them  as  ratepayers? — As  it  is  Government 
property,  I  don’t  see  how  we  could  have  them  as  ratepayers. 

10919,  Ho  tv  many  registered  voters  have  you  in  Maitland  ?— We  are  just  having 
the  voters’  roll  prepared  now  ;  the  number  made  up  by  the  Town  Clerk  is  432,  but  that 
is  subject  to  revision,  as  we  have  not  held  our  objection  court  yet. 

10920.  Would  those  be  mainly  owners  of  property  ?  — Owners  and  occupiers  both 
included,  but  proportion  of  each  not  known  to  me. 

10921.  You  are  a  Municipality  constituted  under  the  general  Municipal  Act  No 
45  of  1882  ?— Yes.  * 
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10922.  How  many  Councillors  have  you  ? — Six. 

10923.  They  are,  of  course,  gentlemen  resident  and  carrying  on  business  in  Mait¬ 
land  ?  Or  are  some  of  them  only  resident  there,  and  carry  on  bus'ness  elsewhere? — 
Stone  of  them  are  only  resident  there. 

1 0924.  What  are  their  occupations  mainly  ? — There  are  two  shop-keepers,  one 
agent  (having  his  business  in  town),  and  one  is  a  retired  property  owner.  That  is 
tre  class  of  man,  generally  speaking. 

10925.  Have  you  made  out  a  valuation  roll  fcr  Maitland  ? — Tes. 

10926.  What  does  that  show? — £312,400. 

10927.  That  is  for  this  year  ? — Yes ;  that  is  an  increase  of  nearly  £200,000  on 
the  Divisional  Council  valuation  of  last  year. 

10928.  And  an  increase  of  how  much  on  the  old  valuation  of  the  Village  Manage¬ 
ment  Board  ? — An  increase  of  nearly  £200,000.  The  old  valuation  of  the  Village 
Management  Board  was  the  Divisional  Council  valuation. 

10929.  Those  valuations  were  one  and  the  same  ?— Yes';  of  course  the  £312,400  is 
still  subject  to  revision,  as  we  have  not  held  our  court  for  hearing  objections  yet,  and 
that  amount  may  be  reduced. 

10930.  Could  you  tell  us  the  number  of  properties  at  Maitland  ? — Close  on  700. 

10931.  That  is  exclusive  of  the  coloured  people’s  properties  ? — Yes. 

10932.  You  are  bounded  on  the  one  side  by  Woodstock,  on  another  side  by  the 
Cape  Flats  and  on  the  remaining  side  by  the  sea  ? — Yes. 

10933.  Is  there  any  relation  between  the  Municipality  and  the  Cemeteries,  or  are 
the  Cemeteries  entirely  distinct  ?— The  Cemeteries  are  entirely  distinct. 

10934.  They  are  under  trustees  for  cemetery  purposes  ? — Yes.  They  are  a  good 
distance  away  from  Maitland. 

10935.  And  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  them? — No. 

10936.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  the  Ditvlugt  location  ? — No. 

10937.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Maitland  had  a  Village  Management  Board  up  till  April 
of  this  year  ? — Yes. 

10938.  And  then  became  a  Municipality  under  Act  No.  45  of  18S2? — Yes. 

10939.  Your  boundaries  as  a  Municipality,  are  they  identical  with  the  boundaries 
of  the  late  Village  Management  Board  area? — Yes,  they  are  practically. 

10940.  You  say  practically  ;  in  what  way  are  they  not  so  ?  —  We  used  to  fun  down 
in  a  straight  line  on  the  Milnerton  side  to  the  sea,  but  now  we  have  to  go  according  to 
their  lots.  We  have  taken  in  certain  lots  which  were  not  included  before,  although 
there  has  been  no  increase  of  population  through  that. 

1U941.  You  stated  just  now,  that  what  is  known  as  the  “Maitland  Eviction 
Camp  ”  is  now  within  your  area  ? — Yes. 

10942.  Was  that  always  within  your  area  ? — Yes. 

10943.  The  whole  of  it  ? — Well  the  line  which  runs  from  the  22nd  crossing  of  the 
railway  line  on  this  side  to  the  northern  boundary  of  Valkenberg  includes,  I  think,  the 
whole  of  the  Eviction  Camp. 

10944.  I  ask  that  question  because  there  was  some  doubt  as  to  whether  it  was 
within  any  local  authority  at  all  ? — I  think  it  is  within  our  Municipality. 

10945.  Your  line  must  have  been  very  close  so  as  to  exclude  the  location  and  yet 
include  the  Maitland  Eviction  Camp  ? — The  line  includes  the  brick  buildings  and 
passes  just  to  the  south  of  the  stack  of  buildings  and  then  runs  to  the  northern 
boundary. 

10946.  South  of  the  stack,  which  side  is  that  ? — To  the  Mackenzie’s  farm  side. 

10947.  You  stated  it  only  covers  a  couple  of  morgen  ? — Six  morgen. 

10948.  But  that  used  to  be  Van  Ryn’s  estate? — Yes. 

10949.  Well,  there  were  about  50  morgen  purchased  by  the  Government  from 
this  estate  for  this  camp  ? — I  don’t  know  how  far  the  Grovernment  has  purchased,  but  I 
only  gave  the  six  morgen  as  my  estimate  of  (he  area  the  camp  is  placed  ou. 

10950.  Possibly  there  is  more  of  that  Grovernment  land  then? — Y es, but  outside 
our  area. 

10951.  Now  I  think  the  place  called  Grird’s  farm  is  within  your  area  ? — The  line 
goes  through  the  stack. 

10952.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  stack,  the  windmill  or  the  distillery  ? — The 
distillery  buildings. 

10953.  Those  buildings  you  say  were  originally  occupied  by  the  military? — Yes. 

10954.  And  they  have  been  adapted  by  being  turned  into  a  number  of  tenements 
or  rooms,  have  they  not? — Yes,  I  believe  so. 

10955.  Those  rooms  are  now  let  to  persons  who  were  turned  out  of  houses  unfit 
for  habitation,  and  overcrowded  houses  in  Cap9  Town  and  Woodstock  during  the 
plague  ? — Yes. 

10956.  Have  they  resided  there  ever  since? — They  come  and  go. 
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10957.  And  there  are  roughly  speaking  about  700  or  800  of  them  ? — Between  Messrs. 

800  and  1000.  '  -  John  ^regor 

10958.  Will  you  take  it  from  me  that  there  are  between  700  and  800? — Ob,  yes.  Edward  Hutt. 

10959.  And  the  Government  have  established  a  school  there,  have  they  not? — 5tlj  igo., 

Yes,  I  believe  so. 

10900.  And  the  Government  provides  for  all  sanitary  arrangements  ?— Yes 

10961.  And  virtually  it  costs  the  Maitland  Municipality  nothing? — No,  it  costs 
them  nothing,  but  these  people  run  down  wash  water,  and  so  on,  into  the  river. 

10962.  Chairman ].  Which  river  ? — The  Black  River. 

10963.  Dr.  Gregory .]  That  is  merely  a  temporary  measure,  is  it  not? — I  could 
not  say  ;  they  have  a  proper  drain  made  now  to  a  certain  extent — near  to  the  river. 

10964.  You  say  your  boundaries  should  include  an  area  belonging  to  (Jape  Town, 
or  rather  which  was  granted  to  Cape  Town,  subject  to  its  being  used  for  the  purposes  of 
a  sewage  farm  ? — Yes. 

10965.  And  you  have  applied  to  the  Government  to  have  that  portion  trans¬ 
ferred  to  your  Municipality,  or  to  your  Village  Management  Board,  as  it  was  then  ? — 

Yes. 

10966.  But  you  have  not  been  able  to  get  it  transferred  ?  No. 

10967.  Did  you  apply  to  them  to  have  it  transferred  to  you  when  your  Munici¬ 
pality  was  constituted  ? — We  applied  when  it  was  under  the  Village  Management 
Board. 

10968.  Then,  as  a  Municipality,  you  have  not  applied  to  have  it  transferred  to 
you  ? — No. 

10969.  But  your  Council  is  strongly  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  transferred,  as 
it  is  no  longer  required  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  originally  assigned  ? — Yes. 

10970.  And  it  would  be  of  considerable  use  to  you  in  providing  your  inhabitants 
with  a  commonage,  which  would  be  properly  looked  after  and  be  under  proper  control  ? 

—Yes. 

10971.  At  the  present  moment,  it  is  virtually  used  as  a  commonage  by  the  in¬ 
habitants  ? — Yes  ;  in  our  application  that  we  made  to  the  Government  for  that  piece 
of  ground,  the  Village  Management  Board  asked  the  Government  to  sell  portions  of  it 
on  the  Koeberg  Road  in  building  lots,  and  to  give  the  remainder  to  the  Village 
Management  Board. 

10972.  This  ground  really  lies  in  the  direction  of  your  natural  expansion  ? — Yes. 

10973.  And  therefore,  unless  it  is  transferred  to  the  Municipality,  it  is  liable  to 
become  waste  ground,  or  “No  Man’s  Land,”  and  the  Municipality  is  likely  to  be 
prejudiced  thereby,  is  it  not  ? — Yes;  you  see,  if  we  had  that  part  between  Maitland 
and  Yzerplaats,  then  it  would  consolidate  the  place,  and  there  would  not  be  that  great 
open  tract,  which  now  gives  the  village  the  appearance  of  two  distinct  places. 

10974.  Yzerplaats  is  an  area  lying  a  little  distance  beyond  Maitland  ? — No;  it 
starts  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  runs  really  iuside  the  boundaries  of  Maitland. 

10975.  It  extends  along  as  far  as  Rentzkie’s  farm? — Yes. 

10976.  And  the  whole  of  that  area  should  be  within  the  hounds,  and  under  the 
control,  of  your  Municipality  ? — Yes ;  we  applied  for  that  when  we  made  our  applica¬ 
tion  for  the  Municipality. 

10977.  And  it  was  not  granted  ? — No. 

10978.  Have  you  any  idea  of  why  it  was  not  granted? — The  Miluerton  people 
objeoted  strongly  to  a  Municipality  being  formed  at  all ;  and  these  people,  I  think,  were 
influenced  by  the  Milnerton  people,  who  got  up  a  petition,  so  that  people  living  on  this 
portion,  for  whioh  we  applied,  attended  before  the  Commission  and  objected  to  being 
included. 

10979.  What  Commission  was  that  ? — It  was  a  Commission  appointed  by  the 
Government,  consisting  of  Mr.  Blackstone  Williams,  the  Assistant  Resident  Magistrate 
of  Cape  Town,  Captain  Jurisch,  the  Assistant  Surveyor-General,  and  Mr.  Ponder. 

10980.  And  this  Commission  decided  that  that  area  should  not  be  included  within 
your  Municipality? — We  did  not  see  their  decision.  The  notification  that  we  got  was 
a  Proclamation  in  the  Government  Gazette. 

10981.  Did  you  never  ask  to  see  their  decision  ? — Our  attorney  asked,  I  think, 
but  they  told  him  that  they  had  to  send  their  report  to  Government,  and  that  he  oould 
not  see  it. 

10982.  You  never  asked  the  Government? — No 

10983.  Neither  did  you  ask  them  for  their  reasons  for  refusing  to  grant  your 
application  ? — No. 

10984.  But  at  the  same  time  you  feel  that  this  ground  ought  to  have  been 
included  ? — Yes. 

10985.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  a  considerable  population  springing  up  there, 
is  there  not? — Yes. 

[G.  21—1902.] 
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10986.  How  extensive  do  you  think  it  is  F — There  must  be  at  least  100  houses 
still  outside  our  boundary. 

109S7.  Containing  how  many  inhabitants,  roughly  ? — About  500  or  600. 

10988.  And  those  inhabitants  are  more  or  less  of  the  lowest  coloured  classes  ? — 
They  are  of  the  coloured  class,  but  I  wilL  not  say  of  the  lowest. 

10989.  But  certainly  a  class  that  requires  strict  sanitary  supervision  ? — Yes. 

10990.  And  to  your  knowledge,  it  is  a  place  where  infectious  diseases  are 
constantly  occurring  ? — Yes,  it  was  a  black  spot  during  the  time  of  the  plague.  They 
had  more  cases  there  than  in  Maitland  itself. 

10991.  It  is  a  very  filthy  spot  ?  —Yes. 

10992.  Almost  every  dog  kennel  is  occupied  by  human  beings  there  ? — I  could 
not  say  that,  but  every  little  hut  is. 

10993.  Every  little  hut  and  shanty  is  occupied? — Yes. 

]  0994.  As  it  stands,  it  is  a  menace  to  your  Municipality,  seeing  that  it  is  not 
under  sanitary  control? — Yes,  we  consider  it  a  menace  to  the  health  of  our  community. 

10995.  And  what  creates  a  still  greater  difficulty  in  controlling  it  is  having  this 
large  area  of  ground,  which  was  originally  reserved  for  a  sewage  farm,  being  put  to  no 
proper  public  purpose  ?  I  mean  it  causes  a  difficulty  and  an  inconvenience  in  the 
exercise  of  control  over  it  ? — Yes. 

10996.  Because  you  have  practically  no  continuity? — Yes. 

10997.  Between  Maitland  and  Yzerplaats,  which  latter  is  under  your  control  ? — 

Yes. 

10998.  Is  there  any  other  portion  of  the  surrounding  land  which  you  consider 
should  be  within  your  boundary  ? — There  is  a  small  portion  between  our  boundary  and 
the  Location,  which  I  think  should  be  included  in  our  Municipality  and  placed  under 
our  control.  There  is  a  class  of  houses  springing  up  in  those  places  which  are 
occupied  by  Jews  who  pay  no  regard  to  sanitary  matters  whatever.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  Inspector  of  the  Location  has  reported  on  their  unsanitary  condition,  and  we  have 
also  had  a  letter  from  Government  upon  the  matter. 

10999.  This  ground  is  a  difficulty  both  to  the  Location  and  to  your  Municipality  ? 
— Yes. 

11000.  Owing  largely  to  the  fact  that  natives  who  are  supplied  with  liquor  occupy 
the  locality,  a  good  deal  of  rowdyism  goes  on  ? — Yes.  According  to  the  Procla¬ 
mation  those  people  are  not  allowed  to  live  in  Maitland,  but  on  this  spot  between  the 
Location  and  Maitland  the  Proclamation  does  not  apply. 

11001.  And  that  part  should  be  included  in  your  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

11002.  Did  you  properly  represent  all  these  facts,  when  your  boundaries  were 
being  discussed  ? — Well,  this  question  of  the.  Location  site  had  not  occurred  then, 
because  there  were  no  houses  at  that  time. 

11003.  Not  when  your  boundaries,  as  a  Municipality,  were  being  discussed  ? — No. 

11004.  When  was  this  Commission  sitting  then  ? — It  is  about  nine  months  since 
the  Commission  sat. 

11005.  This  difficulty  then  started  about  nine  months  ago  ?— With  regard  to  the 
Location  site,  I  don’t  think  there  was  more  than  one  place  at  the  time.  It  is  only 
since  the  beginning  of  the  year  that  these  houses  have  sprung  up. 

11006.  How  many  houses  have  sprung  up  since  then  ? — At  the  present  time  there 
are  about  eight  or  nine  houses. 

11007.  And  how  many  inhabitants? — One  place,  I  believe,  has  about  40 
inhabitants.  It  is  a  regular  sleeping  place  for  the  Kafirs. 

11008.  It  is  not  only  the  inhabitants  who  actually  live  there,  but  the  deleterious 
effect  that  they  have,  both  on  your  Municipality  and  the  Location  ? — Yes. 

11009.  There  are  slaughter  houses  in  your  district,  are  there  not  ? — Yes. 

11010.  And  there  are  some  outside  your  district? — Yes;  there  are  two  inside  the 
district. 

11011.  One  of  these  is  situated  on  the  ground  which  should  have  been  included 
in  your  Municipality? — Do  you  mean  Identzkie’s  farm? 

11012.  Yes — There  are  two  slaughter-houses. 

11013.  Yes,  that  is  so,  and  they  are  sadly  in  want  of  sanitary  control  ? — Yes. 

1101.4.  The  Divisional  Council  has  lately  more  control,  owing  to  the  new  regula¬ 
tions,  but  still  it  would  be  preferable  if  they  were  within  the  Municipal  area  ? — I  think 
we  are  well  rid  of  then. 

11015.  Chaii  ' man .]  You  have  not  a  large  plan  of  Maitland,  which  would  shew 
particulars  of  all  these  interesting  points  which  Dr.  Gregory  has  brought  out  ? — We  have 
a  plan,  but  it  is  a  very  old  one.  I  think  we  could  get  one  from  the  Surveyor  General’s 
office. 

11016.  Evidently  the  surroundings  of  Maitland  are  not  of  a  very  savoury 
character,  and  you  would  want  improvement? — Yes. 
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11017.  Mr.  Gurney .]  We  have  statements  here  which  have  been  furnished  to  11s 
from  the  late  Village  Management  Board ;  I  suppose  you  are  acquainted  with  them, 
Mr.  McGregor? — Yes. 

11018.  They  are  for  the  years  ending  the  31st  July,  apparently  the  financial  year 
was  so  treated  ? — Yes. 

11019.  They  are  for  the  four  years,  1898,  1899,  1900  and  1901,  each  ending  with 
the  31st  July,  and  then  there  is  a  statement  for  the  five  months  ending  December, 
1901  ? — Yes. 

11020.  And  those  shew  that  the  receipts  for  that  period  of  4  years  and  5  months 
were  £3,517,  and  the  payments  £3,118? — Yes. 

11021.  That  is,  the  receipts  exceeded  the  payments  by  £399  ? — Yes. 

1 1022.  The  last  rate,  apparently,  that  the  Village  Management  Board  assessed 
was  a  rate  of  2d.  ? — Yes. 

11023.  What  rate  have  you  assessed  this  year  ? — We  have  not  assessed  anything 
yet  as  the  valuation  has  not  been  passed  yet. 

11024.  Have  you  any  idea  of  what  the  rate  is  likely  to  be? — No,  that  question 
has  not  been  settled  yet. 

11025.  Will  these  statements  be  any  criterion  of  your  expenditure  and  receipts, 
as  a  Municipality? — Oh  no,  we  have  not  been  in  office  three  mouths  yet,  and  we  have 
had  no  opportunity  of  going  iuto  details. 

11026.  In  that  respect  they  would  really  be  of  very  little  assistance  to  the  Com¬ 
mission  ? — Yes,  we  have  not  had  much  time  yet. 

11027.  The  Village  Management  Board  had  no  debt? — No,  we  handed  over 
about  £350  to  the  Municipality. 

11028.  The  salaries  of  the  Village  Management  Board,  apparently,  were  something 
like  £200  a  year? — Yes. 

11029.  And  the  new  staff  of  the  Municipality  will  cost  a  good  deal  more  than 
that  ? — Yes. 

11030.  Can  you  give  us  an  approximate  amount? — Well,  the  Town  Clerk  gets 
£250;  the  sanitary  inspector  gets  £150  ;  then,  there  is  a  clerk  in  the  office,  who  gets 
about  £30 ;  and,  besides  that,  we  will  have  to  have,  of  course,  a  consulting  engineer  to 
advise  us  in  any  works  that  we  might  undertake. 

11031.  It  would  come  to  about  £430,  and  a  consulting  engineer? — Yes,  and 
then  there  are  various  other  things  that  the  new  Council  will  have  to  go  into,  such  as 
the  appointment  of  a  building  inspector;  so  that  the  salaries  will  be  very  much  larger. 

11032.  A  Health  Officer? — We  are  in  treaty  now  with  a  medical  gentleman  for 
that  office. 

11033.  At  any  rate,  your  salaries  will  be  considerably  moi'e  ?-^-Yes. 

11034.  But  then,  with  this  large  increase  in  the  valuation  of  your  property,  your 
receipts  will  be  very  much  larger? — Yes;  and  besides,  we  had  to  pay  10  per  cent,  for 
the  collection  of  our  rates  to  the  Divisional  Council  before,  which  will  now  be  saved. 

11035.  The  expenditure  during  this  period  on  roads,  public  works,  and  general 
supplies,  &c.,  shows  £1,414? — Yes. 

11036.  What  does  that  mean,  “  public  works  in  addition  to  roads  ”  ? — It  is  really 
merely  following  the  wording  of  the  printed  form  supplied  by  the  Government. 

11037.  You  have  no  other  public  works  than  roads  ? — No. 

11038.  So  that  it  is  really  all  road  expenditure  ? — Yes,  roads,  and  the  main  drain 
for  carrying  away  storm  water. 

11039.  Chairman.']  You  show  one  payment  of  £153  2s.  for  small-pox,  and  another 
payment  of  £31  16s.  for  public  health? — The  £31  16s.  was  really  also  for 
small-pox. 

11040.  But  on  the  other  side  of  the  abstract,  there  is  a  refund  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  £244  ? — I  think  we  got  £144  from  the  Government  for  small-pox  and 
£100  we  got  refunded  from  them  on  account  of  plague  expenditure. 

11041.  In  1901,  you  have  here,  on  the  receipt  side  £244  ;  and  in  1900  you  spent 
£31  16s.,  and  in  1901  £153  2s.  ? — Yes,  £100  is  in  connection  with  the  plague,  which 
is  shown  under  salaries  and  wages.  I  think  there  are  two  items  down  for  wages  ;  £188 
represents  the  money  that  we  paid  for  plague  work. 

11042.  You  have  no  loans  in  Maitland? — No. 

11043.  How  do  you  get  water  in  Maitland  ;  where  does  it  come  from  ? — We  are 
supplied  from  the  Suburban  Water  Works,  whence  we  receive  20,000  gallons  per  day. 

11044.  Is  it  brought  down  by  a  main  and  delivered  to  you  in  bulk  ? — No;  it  is 
delivered  to  individual  parties  in  the  village.  Our  people  treat  direct  with  the  Water 
Works  Board. 

11045.  They  pay  direct  to  the  Water  Works  ? — Yes. 

11046.  And  the  Water  Works  make  their  own  arrangements  inside  your 
Municipality  ? — Yes. 
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11047.  Have  you  auy  idea  how  many  people  get  water  from  the  Suburban  Water 
Works  ? — No  ;  but  I  can  let  you  know.  You  see,  all  our  people  do  not  get  water 
from  the  Water  Works  ;  some  of  them  get  water  from  wells,  '[’here  are  95  houses 
which  are  supplied  from  wells,  but  I  could  supply  you  with  that  information,  as  to 
how  many  people  receive  their  water  from  the  Water  Works. 

11048.  What  is  the  charge  made  by  the  Joint  Committee  of  Management  for 
water  down  there  ? — £2  10s.  per  annum  for  the  supply  of  100  gallons  per  day. 

11049.  Have  they  given  water  on  those  terms  to  everyone  in  Maitland  ? — No, 
for  some  considerable  time  they  refused  to  grant  any  water  at  all,  and,  with  the  recent 
applications,  it  was  only  kept  opeu  for  a  fortnight  ;  then  they  held  over  Maitland 
applications. 

11050.  What  sort  of  wells  have  you  ?  Are  they  deeply  sunk  artesian  wells  ? — 
No,  they  are  sunk  just  below  the  ironstone,  about  10  or  12  feet,  and  the  people  get 
very  good  water.  These  w  41s  are  principally  at  Yzerplaats. 

11051.  Is  the  water  not  brack  P — It  is  slightly  brack. 

1  l052.  Have  you  had  it  analysed  at  all  ? — No. 

11053.  Are  those  wells  protected  in  any  way  from  pollution  ? — Yes,  they  are 
covered  up. 

11054.  In  what  way  ? — A  wail  is  built  around,  and  then  it  is  covered  over  ;  with 
the  pump  at,  the  top. 

11055.  What  sort  of  a  building  is  put  round  them  ? — They  have  a  nine  inch 
wall  built  around  them. 

11056.  A  dry  wall  ? — Yes. 

11057.  And  they  are  within  the  Maitland  property  ? — Yes. 

11058.  Could  you  guarantee  that  no  subsoil  drainage  would  find  its  way  into  these 
wells  ? — It  might,  but  we  have  not  seen  any  of  it,  aud  the  wells,  in  use,  are  all 
properly  walled  round. 

11059.  But  dry  walls  would  not  protect  well  water  P — (No  answer.) 

1 1060.  Are  there  any  diseases  prevalent  there  ? — No  ;  ours  is  the  healthiest 
community  in  the  Cape  Division. 

1106L  Have  you  had  before  your  Council,  since  it  has  come  into  existence,  any 
proposal  for  a  water  scheme  for  Maitland  ? — No. 

11062.  Nothing  further  than  your  application  to  the  Joint  Committee  of  Manage¬ 
ment  ? — Nothing  beyond  that. 

11063.  I  presume  you  are  satisfied  that  these  present  arrangements  for  supplying 
the  inhabitants  with  water  are  not  very  satisfactory  ? — Oh,  yes,  that  is  so  ;  it  will  have 
to  be  the  Council’s  endeavour  to  procure  a  suitable  water  supply,  as  the  supply  we  have 
at  present  is  not  adequate  at  all. 

11064.  And  although  they  may  be  satisfied  with  the  purity  of  the  water  at  the 
present  time  as  the  population  increases,  the  Council  are  aware  of  the  danger  of  pollu¬ 
tion  being  greater  with  such  increase  ? — Yes;  and,  if  it  is  possible  to  get  abetter  water 
supply,  the  Council  would  be  only  too  glad  to  take  it,  because  1  am  perfectly  certain 
that  the  people,  who  now  use  wells,  would  be  only  too  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  a 
better  supply,  in  preference  to  using  the  well  water. 

11065.  How  do  these  nondescript  people  get  water?  — Which  people  ? 

11066.  These  labouring  people  on  the  Eviction  Camp? — They  receive  water  at 
present  from  one  bore-hole. 

11067.  Was  the  hole  put  down  by  the  Military? — No,  the  Government  put  it 
down,  recently. 

11068.  Do  you  know  whether  these  wells,  put  down  by  the  Government,  are  of  the 
same  depth  as  the  wells  in  Maitland  ? — No,  they  are  in  a  different  direction  altogether, 
the  0D6  set  being  in  the  north  of  Maitland,  and  the  other  in  the  south.  It  is  not  the 
same  water  at  all. 

11069.  Deep  borings  ? — Yes. 

11070.  Were  they  done  by  Mr.  Saunders  ? — I  cannot  say,  but  I  know  they  were 
done  by  Government  lately. 

11071.  Have  you  anything  to  suggest  on  behalf  of  Maitland,  as  to  what  ought 
to  be  done  to  give  it  a  good  supply  of  water  ? — We  can  only  wait  and  see  whether  any 
of  the  schemes,  contemplated  by  the  other  Municipalities,  are  brought  through  Mait¬ 
land  ;  because  if  so,  we  could  make  arrangements  to  have  a  share.  I  may  say  that 
when  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  water  system  was  inspected,  Mr.  Hutt  represented  the 
Village  Management  Board. 

[From  this  stage  Mr.  Hutt  answered  most  questions.] 

1 1 072.  Were  you  pleased,  Mr.  Hutt,  with  what  you  saw  there  ? — Yes,  very  pleased 
with  the  water.  My  only  regret  is  that  the  stream  is  not  running  through  Maitland, 
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instead  of  at  Oliphaut’s  Hoek.  We  understand  that,  if  this  scheme  were  carried  out  j^^McGergw 
for  increasing  the  water  supply,  the  water  would  he  brought  through  Maitland.  an(j 

Whatever  Corporation  might  undertake  a  water  scheme  and  bring  the  water  through  Edward  Hutt. 
Maitland,  we  would  try  and  make  the  best  arrangements  possible  with  them  to  supply  5th  ju^~igo2. 
us  with  water,  which  is  badly  needed. 

11078.  You  have  not  devised  a  scheme  of  your  own  but  you  are  simply  waiting 
in  order  to  participate  in  any  general  scheme  that  might  be  adopted? — Well,  we  are 
badly  in  want  of  the  water,  but  we  are  really  too  small  to  attempt  an  independent 
scheme. 

11074.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  As  a  Municipality,  would  you  be  perfectly  prepared  to 
join  in  any  scheme,  and  bear  your  fair  share  of  the  burden  of  it,  provided  you  had  a 
fair  representation  on  the  Board  controlling  such  a  scheme  ? — I  think  so. 

11075.  Would  you  prefer  that  to  the  mere  arrangement  of  being  supplied  as  a 
customer  by  some  other  authority  ? — Yes,  because  as  a  customer  there  is  no  guarantee  ; 
and  we  want  fixture  as  regards  the  water  supply.  I  think  we  would  be  only  doing  our 
duty  to  the  ratepayers,  if  we  could  arrange  to  have  a  guarantee  for  our  supply  by 
capitalising,  or  entering  into  another  scheme  with  others. 

11076.  As  a  Municipality,  you  favour  joining  actively  in  a  scheme,  whatever 
scheme  is  finally  adopted,  for  the  water  supply  of  the  Peninsula  ? — Yes. 

11|:77.  And  having  adequate  representation  upon  the  body  controlling  that 
scheme  ? — Yes. 

11078.  Asa  Village  Management  Board,  you  were  not  consulted  in  the  matter? — 

No,  not  at  all. 

11079.  But,  as  a  Municipality,  haviug  larger  and  more  efficient  powers,  you  hope 
to  be  consulted  ? — Yes. 

11080.  Has  your  area  suffered  for  the  waut  of  an  adequate  water  supply? — 

Undoubtedly,  very  much;  especially  during  the  past  summer;  aud,  in  fact,  during 
the  last  two  or  three  years.  In  Maitland,  the  houses  which  have  a  supply  have 
assisted  those  which  have  had  no  supply  whatever,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  I  think. 

11081.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that,  under  your  present  arrangements,  the 
supply  has  been  so  liberal  that  the  houses,  which  are  connected,  have  been  able  to 
supply  other  houses,  that  is  to  say,  they  have  been  lending  them  water? — Yes. 

11082.  That  is  against  the  regulations,  is  it  not? — Yes,  but  that  is  a  matter  for 
somebody  else.  As  long  as  our  people  got  water  we  had  nothing  to  complain  of. 

1  11083.  Had  you  been  the  local  authority  controlling  that  water,  you  would  have 

seen  that  every  house  took  a  supply  and  paid  for  it  ? — Yes. 

11084.  If  you  had  been  responsible  ? — Yes. 

11085.  Why  was  that  neglected  by  the  Water  Board,  who  owns  the  water? — Do 
you  mean  the  Joint  Committee? 

11086.  Yes. — Because  they  have  refused  water  for  two  or  three  years  ;  in  fact, 
they  said  there  was  no  water  to  spare,  in  order  to  make  fresh  connections,  and,  con¬ 
sequently,  the  new  houses,  which  were  fresh  put  up,  had  no  supply  whatever ;  hut  our 
people,  as  a  rule,  use  water  sparingly,  and  so  those  houses,  which  are  connected,  were 
able  to  assist  the  others. 

11087.  So  that  these  new  houses  practically  took  their  water  from  the  old  connec¬ 
tions  ? — They  have  had  water,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  every  house  could  have  been 
joined  on.  I  think  it  was  a  mistaken  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Management  not  to  connect  the  new  houses. 

11088.  Has  the  scarcity  of  water  in  your  opinion  delayed  the  expansion  of  Mait¬ 
land  to  any  extent  ? — Most  decidedly. 

11089.  Aud,  as  soon  as  you  get  a  permanent  and  sufficient  supply  of  water,  do 
you  believe  that  your  population  will  rapidly  increase  ? — Yes,  so  much  so,  that  I  think 
every  vacant  piece  of  ground  throughout  the  village  would  be  built  upon  within 
twelve  months. 

11090.  The  same  result  was  seen,  was  it  not,  in  the  case  of  the  district  known  as 
“  Observatory  Road  ”  ? — Yes.  {Mr.  McGregor.)  We  are  just  about  the  same  distance 
from  Cape  Town  as  the  Observatory  Road. 

11091.  Observatory  Road  a  few  years  ago  had  no  houses,  when  there  was  no  water 
supply  ? — Yes. 

11092.  But  the  moment  water  was  supplied,  building  commenced,  and  the 
place  is  now  fairly  covered  ? — Yes. 

11093.  And  you  think  the  same  thing  will  happen  at  Maitland? — I  am  fully  con¬ 
fident  of  that. 

11094.  What  are  your  expectations  with  regard  to  a  future  reliable  water  supply  ? 

— Well,  we  can  expect  nothing  at  the  present  time,  and  we  are  waiting  to  see  what 
large  scheme  16  decided  upon  to  give  water  to  the  Beniusula. 

Ii095.  You  are  really  living  in  hopes? — Yes. 
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11096  But  any  scheme  will  probably  take  a  number  of  years  to  carry  out, 
will  it  not  ? — I  don’t  know.  It  depends  considerably  upon  tbe  kind  of  scheme,  but 
any  scheme,  when  it  is  once  started,  would  not  take  more  than  two  years. 

11097.  Well,  at  least  two  years  would  elapse? — Yes. 

11098.  What  do  you  propose  in  the  interval  between  the  two  years? — That  is  a 
difficulty  which  we  have  to  face,  and  we  can  propose  nothing,  as  we  have  do  water  in 
our  Municipality.  Besides  we  are  too  small  to  formulate  a  scheme  by  ourselves. 

11099.  So  that  you  are  in  danger  of  being  left  out  in  tbe  cold  in  any  of  tbe 
schemes  that  are  being  promoted? — No,  I  don’t  think  so;  because  we  have  the  Wood-; 
stock’s  Council’s  promise,  though  not  officially,  that,  in  fact,  it  is  part  of  their  scheme 
that  we  should  join  them  with  regard  to  Oliphant’s  Hoek. 

11100.  Provided  that  scheme  is  adopted  and  they  have  sufficient  water? — Yes. 

11101.  But  you  have  no  means  of  assuring  yourselves  one  way  or  the  other  ? — No, 
but  we  should  take  it  up  at  once,  if  Woodstock  carried  through  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
scheme. 

11102.  Now,  do  you  not  consider  that  there  should  be  one  large  responsible 
authority  for  dealing  with  the  water  question  in  the  Peninsula  ? — Yes. 

11103.  On  which  Maitland  should  have  adequate  representation  ? — Yes. 

11104.  And  is  it  your  opinion  that  this  result  should  be  obtained  at  an  early 
date  ? — As  soon  as  possible. 

11105.  Otherwise  you  are  liable  to  suffer  very  materially  in  your  progress,  and  also 
in  the  whole  of  your  district,  as  it  at  present  stands  ? — There  is  no  doubt  that  if  our 
water  supply  were  in  any  way  diminished,  from  what  we  have  enjoyed  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  it  will  become  a  very  serious  matter  for  the  inhabitants  of  Maitland  during 
the  forthcoming  summer. 

11106.  Then  you  feel  sure  that  your  Council  and  your  inhabitants  would  welcome 
the  formation  of  a  large  responsible  body  to  deal  with  the  water  supply  of  the 
Peninsula,  and  would  join  in  it  to  the  extent  of  your  finances  and  your  requirements  ? 
— Just  so  ;  that  is  why  we  were  going  in  with  Woodstock  in  a  joint  scheme. 

11107.  Which  would  you  prefer,  a  scheme  with  Woodstock  or  a  general  scheme  ? 
— Well,  I  think  we  shall  be  very  well  satisfied  to  be  joined  with  Woodstock  in  the 
matter,  but  the  general  scheme  would  be  better,  perhaps,  for  the  Peninsula,  as  a  whole. 
Personally,  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  only  one  water  scheme  for  the  Cape 
Peninsula. 

11108.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  what  your  actual  supply  per  day  has  been  to 
your  area? — I  could  not  give  that  at  all.  {Mr.  McGregor.)  20,000  gallons  is  the 
quantity  that  the  ratepayers  pay  for. 

11109.  That  is  for  the  water  supplied  to  the  inhabitants,  whose  houses  are 
connected  ? — Yes,  as  I  said  before,  the  people  are  not  very  liberal  in  using  water,  and 
the  question  is  whether  they  are  not  distributing  some  of  their  water  to  the  others. 

11110.  Still,  as  an  actual  fact,  your  public  supply  only  runs  out  to  an  average  of 
about  seven  gallons  per  head  per  day  ? — That  is,  leaving  out  Yzerplaats,  which  is 
practically  another  village. 

Ill  11.  At  any  rate,  including  that,  your  public  supply  is  about  seven  gallons  per 
day  ? — Yes. 

[From  this  stage  Mr.  McGregor  answered  most  questions  ] 

11112.  Chairman .]  I  suppose  in  the  matter  of  drainage  you  have  not  done  much 
in  Maitland  ? — No. 

11113.  You  have  no  underground  drainage  ? — No. 

11114.  Have  you  been  making  any  gutters  in  the  streets  ? — We  have  made  one 
gutter  down  the  main  street  for  some  distance,  but  it  is  a  matter  which  we  have  been 
unable  to  touch  yet. 

11115.  You  have  no  danger  from  stormwater? — No. 

11116.  Have  you  been  asked  by  Woodstock  to  join  in  their  drainage  scheme  ?— 
The  Village  Management  Board  was  asked  by  them  some  two  years  back,  but  I  don’t 
think  anything  was  done. 

11117.  Do  you  know  what  reply  was  given? — I  don’t  think  they  agreed  to  join. 
(Mr.  Hutt.)  We  could  not  entertain  the  question  then 

11118.  The  buildings  in  your  Municipality,  it  appears,  are  so  scattered,  that  it 
would  be  rather  a  costly  matter  to  attempt  to  drain  every  bouse  ? — Yes, 

111  19.  So  that,  it  has  not  been  pressed  upon  you  as  an  urgent  necessity  ? — No. 

11120.  Have  you  any  sanitary  system  at  all,  carried  on  by  the  Munici¬ 
pality  at  Maitland  ? — Yes,  we  carry  out  sanitary  removals,  departmentally, 
and  we  bury  the  stercus.  We  have  a  proposal  now  from  a  syndicate  to  deal  with  our 
stercus  and  slop  water,  by  destroying  it  by  fire. 

11121.  By  a  destructor  ? — Yes. 
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11122.  Is  that  a  syndicate  of  local  people  ? — No,  not  local  people;  but  people  of 
Cape  Town.  They  will  treat  all  our  sterous,  garbage,  and  slop  water. 

11123.  Was  that  for  the  use  of  Cape  Town  as  well? — -No,  only  Maitland. 

11124.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Is  that  Churchman  &  Co.  ? — No,  Cunningham  &  Co 

11125.  Chairman .]  In  what  ptsition  is  that  matter  ? — Have  you  done  anything 
in  regard  to  it  ? — No,  we  have  not  finally  settled  it,  but  the  terms  are  very  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  Council. 

11126.  Could  you  tell  us  what  the  terms  were? — The  syndicate  agreed  to  remove 
all  stercus  and  dispose  of  it  at  7d.  per  bucket.  At  the  present  time.  I  think,  the 
charge  at  Woodstock  is  Is.;  and  we  also  charge  Is.  The  syndicate  agreed  to  take  away 
and  dispose  of  our  slop  water  for  Is.  3d.  per  cart  load  ;  and  2s.  3d.  per  load  for  house 
refuse.  That  includes  collecting,  carting  away,  and  destroying  it.  Then,  besides,  they 
agreed  to  put  up  the  destructor  at  their  own  cost ;  and  if  it  is  found  to  be  a  nuisance, 
the  Council  could  stop  it. 

11127.  Have  you  worked  that  out  at  all  to  see  how  it  would  compare  with  what 
you  at  present  pay  ? — -Oh  yes,  it  would  be  very  much  cheaper. 

11128.  Do  you  take  away  slop  water  at  the  present  time? — No.  Of  course,  I 
must  say  that  the  new  arrangement  would  cost  us  more  money ;  but  then  we  would  be 
able  to  clean  up  the  village  much  more  efficiently  than  is  done  at  the  preseut  time. 

11129.  What  do  people  do  with  the  slop  water  at  the  present  time  ? — Well,  the 
houses  are  so  scattered  that  they  simply  throw  it  out  on  the  premises  ;  but  of  course 
that  could  not  be  allowed  to  go  on. 

11130.  Are  the  sanitary  removals  compulsorj'  ? — No  ;  we  are  at  present  drafting 
our  Municipal  [regulations,  and  I  think  it  is  very  likely  that  we  will  make  it  com¬ 
pulsory. 

11131.  Then  from  whom  do  you  collect  ?  From  those  who  intimate  their  willing¬ 
ness  to  accept  of  your  services  ? — Yes. 

11132.  The  whole  arrangement  is  just  in  its  beginning? — Yes. 

11133.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Could  you  tell  me  what  the  level  of  the  Maitland  Village 
is  above  the  sea  ? — The  lower  portion  of  the  village  is  very  little  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  because  the  spring  tide  runs  up  right  past  the  railway.  The  lower  portion  of 
Maitland  would  not  be  more  than  eight  or  nine  feet  above  the  sea  level,  and  the  fourth 
milestone  would  be  about  twenty  feet  above  the  sea  level. 

11134.  And  how  far  off  is  the  sea  as  the  crow  flies,  roughly  speaking  ? — From  the 
centre  of  the  village  ?  You  see  our  boundary  is  the  sea. 

11135.  Yes,  but  how  far  is  that  from  the  lowest  level  of  your  village? — Three- 
fourths  of  a  mile. 

11136.  A.nd  how  far  from  the  fourth  milestone? — Another  fhree-fourths  of  a 

mile. 

11137.  In  all  about  1 1  miles? — Yes. 

11138.  So  that,  practically,  if  you  drain  into  the  3ea,  you  would  only  have  about 
20  feet  fall  in  1|  miles  ? — Yes. 

11139.  And  not  more  than  half  that  fall  for  threo-fonrths  of  a  mile  ? — Yes. 

11140.  You  say  that  the  Woodstock  Municipal  Council  approached  you  with  the 
view  of  your  joining  in  with  their  drainage  scheme  ;  now,  did  they  give  you  any 
details  of  their  scheme  ? — No. 

11141.  They  did  not  tell  you  how  they  proposed  to  dispose  of  their  sewage  ? — By 
taking  it  into  the  sea. 

11142.  Now,  what  extent  of  sea  board  have  you? — 2,400  yards. 

11143.  And  that  is  bounded  on  the  one  side  by  Woodstock,  and  on  the  other  by 
what  is  known  as  the  “  Milnerton  Estate”? — Yes,  a  portion  of  Milnerton — nearly 
half — is  within  our  Municipality. 

11144.  How  much  of  that  2,400  yards  of  sea  board  belongs  to  the  Milnerton 
estate  ? — It  is  all  on  the  Milnerton  estate. 

11145.  So  that,  the  sea  board  is  the  property  of  the  Milnerton  Company  ? — You 
must  understand  that  the  right  of  the  Milnerton  Company  does  not  run  down  to  high 
water  mark.  They  had  a  case  in  the  Supreme  Court,  some  time  ago,  and  the  Court 
decided  that  their  property  did  not  run  down  to  high  water  mark. 

1 1 146.  Then  whose  property  is  it  ? — It  is  Government  property  ;  there  is  a  piece 
of  Government  ground  between  the  Milnerton  estate  and  high  water  mark.  That  is 
according  to  the  decision  of  the  Court. 

11147.  Now,  at  what  part  of  the  Bay  do  the  Woo'lstoek  Council  propose  throwing 
in  their  sewage  ? — That  I  could  not  say. 

11148.  You  have  not  enquired  into  that? — No. 

11149.  Is  Salt  River  mouth  iu  your  area? — Salt  River  is  our  boundary. 

11150.  And  whose  area  does  Paarden  Island  come  into? — That  is  in  our  area. 

11151.  So  that  if  the  Woodstock  Council  propose  to  throw  their  sewage  into  the 
Bay  beyond  Paarden  Islaud,  it  would  be  done  from  your  ground? — Yes. 
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11152.  Is  the  whole  of  Paarden  Island  within  your  area? — Yes. 

LI  153.  The  question  of  the  possibility  of  this  sewage  washing  upon  your  fore¬ 
shore  lias  not  been  considered  by  your  Board  ? — No. 

11154.  Is  it  contemplated  bringing  it  under  the  consideration  of  your  Couuoil, 
now  that  it  is  a  Muuioipality  ?-  Well,  it  has  not  come  up  before  the  Council  yet,  in 
any  shape  or  form,  but,  I  daresay,  if  it  were  found  to  be  a  danger,  it  would  very  soon 
be  considered. 

11155.  Don’t  you  think  that  you  ought  to  assure  yourselves  that  it  is  not  likely 
to  be  a  danger  ? — Yes. 

11156.  Supposing  that  we  establish  a  body  dealing  with  the  drainage  and  sewer¬ 
age  matters  of  the  Peninsula,  would  your  Counoil  be  prepared  to  join  in  the  operations 
of  such  a  Board  ? — I  think  so. 

11157.  Provided  that  Board  could  deal  with  your  drainage  and  sewage  ? — Yes. 

11158.  .In  the  best  suitable  way  ? — Yes. 

11159.  Would  you  be  prepared  for  your  inhabitants  to  be  represented  on  that 
Board,  and  to  bear  your  financial  share  in  any  liabilities  which  they  may  incur  ? — Oh, 
yes,  if  it  were  to  be  decided  to  be  the  best  scheme. 

11160.  As  a  Council,  would  you  he  prepared  to  welcome  the  formation  of  such  an 
authority? — Yes,  I  think  it  would  be  a  great  help  to  the  Peninsula. 

11161.  The  matter  of  dealing  with  the  disposal  of  night  soil  and  slop  water  is  one 
which  will  very  shortly  become,  if  it  has  not  already  become,  a  matter  of  considerable 
importance  ? — Yes. 

11162.  I  mean,  in  particular,  with  regard  to  your  Council? — Yes. 

11163.  At  the  present  time,  the  bulk  of  your  drainage  goes  into  the  Salt  River  or 
Black  River? — No,  not  much  of  it  goes  in,  but  lower  down — below  the  main  road — a 
goc  d  deal  of  it  runs  into  the  Ylei  there,  and  is  then  carried  away  by  the  tide. 

11164.  Does  none  run  in  at  the  bridge  ?  — Very  little  ;  only  from  two  properties. 

[From  this  stage  Mr.  Hutt  answered  most  questions.] 

11165.  Mr.  Gurney. The  cemeteries  are  outside  the  borders  of  the  Municipality  ? 
— Yes,  about  half  a  mile  away. 

11166.  And  you  are  the  Secretary  of  (he  Cemeteries? — No,  superintendent. 

11167.  Where  does  the  drainage  of  the  cemeteries  go  to? — We  commence  at  the 
seventh  milestone,  and  we  cross  the  railway  midway  between  the  fourth  and  fifth 
milestones.  Then  it  takes  a  course,  between  some  places,  until  it  reaches  the  Black 
River,  and  gradually  winds  it s  way  round  by  Mowbray:  but  I  have  never  really 
followed  its  course. 

11168,  There  have  been  complaints,  have  there  not,  that  the  drainage  system  is 
very  unpleasant  ? — No,  we  have  never  had  any  complaint  whatever. 

11169.  Have  you  had  any  complaints  of  unpleasant  smells?— Yes,  some 
extraordinary  complaints  have  been  made,  that  the  bodies  were  not  buried  at  a  sufficient 
depth,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  these  bad  smells  arise  from  things  on  the  other  side 
of  the  road,  when  the  wind  happens  to  be  blowing  that  way. 

11170.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  Bessell’s  deposits  are  made  outside  the  limits  of  your  Muni¬ 
cipality  ? — Yes. 

11171.  The  night-soil  of  Woodstock,  and  formerly  largely  from  Cape  Town  and 
other  places,  are  removed  by  Mr.  Bessell? — Yes. 

11172.  Are  you  aware  what  process  it  is  subjected  to  when  it  gets  there  ?  — A  very 
simple  process ;  there  are  about  four  trucks  taken  out  daily,  which  are  brought  to  the 
side  of  the  place  where  the  deposit  takes  place  ;  they  are  then  emptied  there,  and  the 
material  finds  its  way  into  the  vlei.  After  that  the  receptacles  are  washed  and  put 
back  on  the  trucks,  which  are  then  returned  whence  they  oame.  But  nothing  is  done 
further  to  the  stercus  itself. 

11173.  It  simply  lies  there,  and  is  allowed  to  dry  ? — Yes,  in  the  dry  season  it  is 
collected  at  times  and  disposed  of  to  the  farms  and  people  about  there  for  garden  pur¬ 
poses.  Since  the  plague,  however,  this  has  been  stopped  ;  but  I  have  used  a  lot  of  it 
myself,  with  great  advantage  to  my  trees. 

11174.  It  is  simply  allowed  to  dry  and  receive  no  special  treatment? — Yes; 
nothing  further  is  done  to  it  after  it  has  been  deposited  there. 

11175.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  system,  as  a  sanitary  one  ? — It  is  a  very  poor 
one,  indeed. 

11176.  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  stopped  at  once  ? — Yes,  that  has 
been  my  opinion  for  a  long  while,  but  the  question  is  the  remedy. 

11177.  It  is  really  a  disgrace  to  a  civilised  community? — Yes,  and  I  happen  to 
be  the  nearest  householder.  I  am  three-fourths  of  a  mile  away,  but  still  the  smell 
sometimes  is  very  unpleasant. 

11178.  But,  being  outside  your  boundary  and  under  the  Divisional  Council,  no 
powers  are  at  present  possessed  by  anybody  to  deal  effectively  with  it  ? — No,  none 
whatever. 
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11179.  So  that  although  representations  have  for  years  past  been  made,  from  a 
number  of  quarters,  nothing  has  been  doue  iu  the  way  of  amendment? — No. 

1 1180.  The  complaints,  made  by  persons  visiting  your  cemetery,  as  to  these  most 
unpleasant  smells  and  inconveniences  from  numerous  Hies  there,  are  well  founded  ? — 
Oh,  yes. 

11181.  And  it  is  quite  a  reasonable  impression  to  have  that  they  are  due  to  the 
graves  ? — Yes,  it  has  been  the  opinion  of  some. 

11182.  But  it  is  a  reasonable  opinion,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

11183.  Chairman .]  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  this  area,  where  the  stercus  is 
deposited,  is  under  no  oontrol,  except  what  the  Divisional  Council  arranges  to  take  ?  — 
Yes. 

11184.  Is  that  a  piece  of  Government  ground  where  the  deposits  take  place  ? — 
It  was  originally,  but  I  believe  it  has  been  granted  to  Messrs.  Bessell  &  Co. 

11185.  What  are  they  ? — They  are  contractors,  and  do  nothing  else  hut  remove 
stercus.  - 

11186.  But  then  we  are  told  that  every  house  in  Cape  Town  has  now  drainage  ? — 
Nearly  so;  but  as  Cape  Town  slackened  or  almost  discontinued  using  the  tub 
system,  Woodstock  grew  to  such  an  extent  that  it  has  practically  counterbalanced  that 
decrease. 

11187.  Do  these  contractors  contract  for  Woodstock  as  well? — Yes. 

11188.  Do  they  collect  in  the  town  of  Woodstock  ? — Yes. 

11189.  And  then  they  have  this  ground  for  dumping  the  stuff  down  upon  ? —  Y*  s. 

11190.  And  it  is  all  one  contract? — Yes. 

11191.  Do  they  pay  for  the  use  of  this  land? — No,  the  Government,  I  believe, 
made  them  a  grant  originally.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  think,  it  is  marked  on  the 
map  as  a  “  stercus  ground.” 

11192.  But  it  has  been  granted  to  these  people  ? — Yes  ;  and  I  believe  nine  or  ten 
years  ago  they  purchased  the  freehold  from  the  Government.  I  believe  they  hold 
freehold  rights  over  it  now. 

11193.  Are  the  removals,  from  the  other  Municipalities,  made  to  that  place  ? — 
No,  only  Woodstock,  and  a  small  portion  of  Cape  Town,  if  any  from  Cape  Town  now,* 
but  the  majority  is  from  Woodstock  and  Observatory, 

11194.  Stercus  implies  rubbish  as  well  ? — No,  pure  night  soil. 

11195.  Is  any  refuse  brought  there  also  ? — No,  they  deposit  their  refuse  near 
the  gas  works,  I  think. 

11196.  These  trucks,  are  they  laden  with  tubs  ? — Yes. 

11197.  And  these  tubs  are  simply  emptied  over  the  side  of  the  truck  ? — Yes, 
into  a  shoot. 

11198.  And  then  the  stuff  finds  its  own  level  ? — Yes. 

11199.  And  is  it  always  emptied  in  the  same  place  ? — Yes. 

11200.  How  long  have  these  shoots  been  in  use  ? — For  a  long  time — about  15 
years. 

11201.  And  how  many  men  are  employed  ? — Just  sufficient  to  empty  the 
receptacles,  about  half-a-dozen. 

11202.  Where  do  these  men  live  ? — On  the  premises. 

11203.  Where  do  they  get  water  to  wash  these  utensils  with  ? — From  a  well  th*  re. 

11204.  Would  that  be  the  same  water  that  these  people  use  for  their  own 
domestic  purposes  ?— It  is  rather  a  query,  but  these  men  come  up  to  our  place,  once  or 
twice  a  week,  and  we  give  them  drinking  water' ;  what  water  they  use,  however,  for 
domestic  purposes  I  cannot  say. 

11205.  Are  they  coloured  people  ? — Yes. 

11206.  You  mean  the  whole  half-a-dozen  that  manage  this  business? — Yes,  but 
there  is  a  white  man  in  charge. 

11207.  Is  there  any  control  over  these  places  at  all  ? — None  whatever. 

11208.  No  inspector  ? — No.  I  may  say,  that  the  Cemetery  Board  would  have 
taken  action  in  the  matter  and  compelled  the  nuisance  to  be  stopped,  but  then,  we  have 
been  looking  year  after  year  for  a  general  drainage  scheme,  and  considered  in  that 
case  the  nuisance  would  of  itself  die  out. 

11209.  Is  the  soil,  round  about  there,  mainly  sandy  soil  ? — Yes,  mainly  sand. 

11210.  Dr.  Gregonj.~\  What  has  really  happened  is  that,  as  Cape  Town  gradually 
completed  its  sewerage  system  and  the  sewerage  of  its  houses,  other  houses  have  sprung 
up  all  through  Woodstock  and  Ubservatory,  so  that  the  ^amount  of  night  soil,  beiug 
removed  now,  is  very  nearly  as  large  as  formerly  ? — The  same  number  of  trucks  is 
being  used.  I  think  15  years  ago,  whuh  is  as  far  back  as  my  knowledge  of  the  place 
goes,  they  had  three  trucks  dady,  and  f<  r  the  last  five  or  six  years  they  have  had  four 
trucks  daily. 
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11211.  Do  you  know  whether  special  precautions  are  taken  with  regard  to  tubs 
coming  from  houses  where  typhoid  fever  exists,  that  is  to  say,  do  they  make  any  dis¬ 
tinction  in  the  tubs  to  your  knowledge  ? — None  whatever. 

11212.  You  spoke  of  a  white  man  in  charge,  but,  I  suppose,  you  would  not  like  to 
give  your  opinion  on  the  suitability  of  this  man  to  look  after  sanitary  work  like  that? 
— I  should  not ;  it  is  not  every  man’s  job,  but  still,  he  seems  t. )  enjoy  the  best  of  health. 

11213.  But  he  would  not  strike  you  as  being  a  suitable  person  to  control  work  of 
that  kind?  Under  present  arrangements  he  is  very  suitable  for  the  work,  but  I  don’t 
think  he  "  ould  be  capable  of  carrying  out  a  scientific  process. 

11214.  Are  you  aware  that  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  been  traced  to  the  use  of 
stercus  for  manure  ? — I  know  that  there  was  a  case,  which  it  was  said  arose  from  the 
use  of  such  manure  at  Consffintia,  but  I  am  not  certain  of  it,  as  it  is  only  hearsay. 

11215.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  an  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever, 
which  occurred  at  Noord  Hoek,  was  traced  by  Dr.  Turner,  the  late  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  Colony,  to  the  use  of  this  dried  night  soil  ? — I  was  not  aware  of  that,  but 
I  know  that  the  Constantia  farmers  use  it  largely  for  potato  growing. 

11216.  It  was  largely  used  years  ago  at  Tokai  Reformatory  ? — Yes. 

11217.  And  it  was  discontinued  there,  owing  to  the  probability  of  it  having  spread 
typhoid  fever  ? — I  don’t  know  the  reason  why  it  was  discontinued. 

11218.  Dr.  Anderson. ~\  You  have  had  no  complaints  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
foreshore  of  the  Bay  ? — No,  we  have  had  none.  The  foreshore,  as  far  as  Maitland  is 
concerned,  is  used  almost  entirely  by  one  class  of  inhabitants,  namely,  shell  gatherers, 
and  they  are  a  class  who  would  not  trouble  much  about  the  state  of  the  foreshore,  from 
a  sanitary  point  of  view. 

[From  this  stage  Mr.  McGregor  answered  most  questions] 

11219.  Do  you  know  whether  any  refuse  has  been  washed  up  there  ? — No,  I  don’t 
think  there  has  been  any  on  our  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  river.  In  any  ease,  I  have 
not  seen  or  heard  of  any  there. 

11220.  You  have  not  detected  any  bad  smell  between  Salt  River  Bridge  and 
Montague  Bridge  ? — Yes,  I  have  smelt  something  there  very  strongly,  between  the 
railway  bridge  and  Salt  River  Bridge,  but  I  think  it  emanated  from  a  drain  that 
runs  along  the  road  from  the  station  there.  (Mr.  Hutt.)  With  regard  to 
the  water  supply,  I  should  like  to  say  that  years  ago  the  Liesbeek  River 
was  the  natural  supply  to  Maitland,  that  was  before  the  advent  of 
the  Water  Committee  bringing  their  pipes  down.  The  Liesbeek  River  was  the  supply 
for  Maitland  at  that  time,  and  then  there  was  a  continual  stream  of  good  water,  but, 
as  soon  as  the  Suburban  Water  Company  commenced  pumping  the  water  at  their 
springs,  it  dried  up  in  the  summer  time  in  the  river,  and  so  Maitland  was  done  out  of 
its  natural  supply  to  a  certain  extent.  At  the  present  time  the  water  is  only  used  for 
building  puposes  and  for  cattle,  but  it  was  looked  upon  as  our  natural  water  supply. 

11221.  Chairman .]  With  reference  to  this  matter,  you  are  aware  that  it  was 
ordered  by  the  Supreme  Court  that  a  run  of  500,000  gallons  of  water  per  day  should 
go  down  the  river  ? — Yes;  but  there  are  riparian  owners  between  the  Albion  Springs 
and  Maitland,  and  these  riparian  owners  carefully  turned  the  water  out  into  their  veld 
to  improve  their  grass,  and  so  on  all  along  the  river,  so  that  we  are  really  worse  off, 
and  very  little  of  that  500, 000  gallons  comes  down  our  way,  practically  nothing  in  the 
summer  time. 

11222.  Have  you  made  any  complaint  in  that  direction? — Some  years  ago  we 
complained  to  the  Water  Committee,  and  they  told  us  that  they  were  putting  the 
500,000  gallons  into  the  river,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  don’t  think  they  ever  did. 

11223.  But  you  have  your  remedy  ? — Yes,  but  the  remedy  is  very  costly. 

11224.  But  would  it  be  so  costly,  seeing  that  you  have  got  the  judgment  of  the 
Supreme  Court? — Yes,  it  would  be  very  costly. 

11225.  Now,  in  the  matter  of  streets  and  roads  in  Maitland.  I  suppose  not  much 
has  been  done  up  to  the  present  time,  as  far  as  the  construction  of  streets  are  con¬ 
cerned  ? — We  haye  done  a  little. 

11226.  And  with  regard  to  main  roads;  there  is  a  main  road  passing  through 
Maitland  ? — Yes,  two  main  roads. 

11227.  What  roads  are  those  ? — The  main  road  to  the  country  and  the  Koeberg 
Road,  which  branches  off  in  Maitland.  The  main  road,  which  I  have  just  named,  runs 
straight  through. 

11228.  The  Divisional  Council  spend  a  good  deal  of  money  in  Maitland,  I  presume, 
on  these  roads  ? — Yes,  they  keep  the  roads  in  a  fairly  good  state  of  repair. 

11229.  What  arrangements  do  the  Divisional  Council  make  in  the  collection  of 
their  rates,  and  in  dividing  them  between  your  and  their  own  purposes  ? -~ We  asked 
them  to  assess  the  rate.  We  gave  them  the  amount  ai.d  Jim  they  assessed  the  rate, 
collected  it  and  handed  it  over  to  us,  less  10  per  cent. 
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11230.  And  then,  in  addition  to  that,  they  levy  a  rate  on  your  property  for  Divi¬ 
sional  Council  purposes  ? — Yes. 

11231.  According  to  the  return  I  have  here,  they  appear  to  have  levied,  in  1901, 
something  like  £445  from  your  area  ? — Yes.  for  Divisioual  Council  purposes. 

11232.  And  they  appear  to  have  spent  some  £1,300,  so  that  you  are  £800  or 
£900  to  the  good,  as  far  as  your  area  is  concerned  ? — Yes,  that  is  on  account  of  the 
length  of  the  main  road  passing  through  our  area. 

11233.  Have  you  anything  to  say  with  reference  to  the  question  of  the  Municipal 
Councils  taking  over  the  maintenance  of  main  roads  within  their  areas  ? — We  are  quite 
content  to  remain  under  the  Divisional  Council,  but  we  are  willing  to  take  over  the 
roads  if  the  other  Municipalities  do  so,  on  condition  that  a  sum  of  money  is  set  apart 
to  enable  us  to  keep  up  these  roads. 

11234.  At  the  present  time,  you  do  not  see  your  way  to  take  over  the  maintenance 
of  the  main  roads  at  the  cost  that  they  are  to  the  Divisional  Council  ?— No. 

11235.  Far  less  would  you  be  willing  to  take  them  over  and  still  make  a  contribu¬ 
tion  towards  the  upkeep  of  the  outside  roads  ? — Oh,  we  cannot  do  it. 

11236.  Have  you  considered  the  question  with  reference  to  the  other  Munici¬ 
palities  ? — No. 

11237.  You  were  not  invited  to  join  in  a  certain  Conference  that  took  place  ? — 
Yes,  Mr.  Hutt  represented  us  at  the  Conference. 

[From  this  stage  Mr.  Hutt  answered  most  questions.] 

11238.  Would  you  give  us  your  views  on  that  question,  Mr.  Hutt  ? — Well,  as  far 
as  Maitland  is  concerned,  I  consider  that  we  are  differently  situated  to  the  others,  for 
this  x’eason  :  Our  principal  roads,  through  Maitland,  are  Divisional  roads  or  main 
trunk  roads.  Now,  of  the  percentage  of  traffic  which  passes  over  those  roads,  I  think 
the  great  majority  is  country  traffic,  that  is  to  say,  produce  arriving  from  the  country 
and  wagons  going  back.  But  now  take  the  other  Municipalities.  The  majority  of 
their  traffic  again  is  purely  local,  and,  whatever  may  he  the  opinion  of  the  other 
Municipalities  about  looking  after  the  portions  of  the  divisional  roads  running 
through  their  areas,  I  am  strongly  of  opiuion,  myself,  that  the  Divisional  Council, 
if  it  is  going  to  exist  in  the  future,  should  commence  its  operations  from  Salt  River 
and  then  remain  as  at  present.  It  must  he  a  Divisional  Council  to  look  after  the 
country  roads,  and,  I  think,  the  country  roads  should  be  considered  to  commence  from 
Salt  River,  and  therefore  would  embrace  those  roads  running  through  our  area.  As  I 
said,  the  majority  of  the  traffic,  within  Maitland,  is  country  traffic — the  farmers  bringing 
their  produce  into  town,  and  also  using  the  station,  at  Maitland,  for  their  various  goods. 

11239  You  are  very  much  in  the  same  position  as  Kalk  Bay  and  Simonstown, 
which  are  small  Municipalities  f1— Our  interests  are  very  different  from  those  of  Wood- 
stock,  Mowbray  or  Rondebosch. 

11240.  Have  you  found  any  inconvenience  from  the  system  of  dual  control  within 
your  area  ? — No,  and  I  don’t  think  we  shall  either.  If  it  were  decided  that  the 
Municipalities  should  take  over  these  roads,  we  should  be  quite  ready  to  take  over  ours, 
provided  we  received  some  outside  help  for  their  maintenance,  because  we  have  more 
than  our  fair  share  of  main  roads. 

11241.  Provided  you  were  exempt  from  Divisional  rates,  at  the  present  time,  and 
received  an  equivalent  contribution  ? — Quite  so. 

11242.  You  appear  to  have  paid  £450,  in  1901,  and  you  would  pay  very  much 
more  this  year,  as  your  valuation  has  gone  up  ? — That  would  not  make  any  difference, 
as  the  Divisional  Council  have  their  own  valuation,  which  is  not  the  same  as  our 
valuation.  And  they  will  assess  their  rate  on  their  own  valuation,  and  not  on  the 
Municipal  valuation. 

11243.  Quite  so,  their  valuation  appears  to  be  £340,000  on  Maitland  property  ? — • 
Not  for  Maitland  ? 

11244.  Perhaps  you  could  explain  it  to  me  from  this  return,  which  I  have  here 
for  this  year  ?  Is  there  any  portion  of  the  Maitland  Municipal  area  embraced  or 
included  withiu  the  Divisional  Council  area  of  Mowbray  ? — That  I  could  not  say.  I 
don’t  know  where  their  boundaries  are  ;  but,  practically,  I  think  there  is  little  variation 
there. 

11245.  What  did  you  say  your  Municipal  valuation  is? — Over  £300,000.  And 
the  Divisional  Council  valuation  last  year  was  £127,000,  but  we  assessed  our  rate,  as  a 
Village  Management  Board,  on  the  Divisional  Couucil  valuation. 

11246.  Is  that  for  your  rate  payable  in  1901? — 1901  and  1902.  But  the  value 
of  property,  in  Maitland,  will  be  increased  from  year  to  year. 

11247.  And  therefore,  presently,  you  may  be  in  a  better  position  to  take  over  the 
maintenance  of  these  roads  ? — Yes,  iu  fact,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  within  six  or  seven 
years  we  would  be  able  to  take  over  the  roads,  that  is  say,  that  by  that  time  our 
valuation  will  have  reached  a  height  which  would  enable  us  to  meet  the  expenditure. 
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1  12  hs.  Can  you  tell  us  what  length  of  main  road  passes  through  Maitland? — 2  ,! 
miles. 

11249.  That  is  the  combined  length  of  the  two  roads? — Yes.  Then  we  have 
mother  divisional  road  running  between  the  outspau  of  Maitland  and  Van  Byn’s  farm, 
and  that  is  kept  in  repair  up  to  our  boundary. 

11250.  There  is  a  bridge  there  also? — Yes. 

11251.  What  is  the  condition  of  that  bridge? — It  is  in  a  very  bad  state.  Asa 
matter  of  fact  it  has  been  condemned,  and  there  is  a  notice  board  up  warning  traction 
engines  not  to  go  over  it. 

11252.  Is  that  within  the  Municipal  area? — Well,  it  is  a  question  whether  the 
centre  of  the  river  is  our  bouudary  or  not,  because  that  has  not  been  sufficiently  clearly 
defined.  The  Proclamation  simply  reads  that  we  are  boimded  by  the  river. 

11255.  You  don’t  take  the  responsibility  for  that  bridge? — No;. the  Divisional 

Council  does. 

11254.  Dr.  Gregory. ~\  Your  Proclamation  says,  “  Bounded  by  the  river,”  now 
what  ar  a  comes  on  the  other  side  of  the  river? — Woodstock. 

11255.  Does  Woodstock  run  right  up  to  the  bridge  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  ? 
— Yes. 

11256.  Do  you  know  whether  any  steps  have  been  taken  to  get  this  bridge  put 
right  ? — 1  believe  the  Divisional  Council  have  been  worrying  the  Government 
for  some  time,  to  have  a  new  bridge  there.  I  have  heard  that  the  plans  have  been 
prepart  d  and  that  the  Divisional  Council  were  going  to  put  walls  down  on  either  side 
of  the  river. 

1 1257.  But  your  local  authority  have  no  locus  standi  at  all?— We  have  written  to 
the  Divisional  C  mncil  calling  their  attention  to  it. 

11258.  Would  you,  as  a  Municipal  Council,  be  favourable,  in  the  event  of  a  large 
local  body  being  formed,  to  such  a  body  taking  over  and  dealing  with  your  roads? — 
Do  you  mean  main  roads  ? 

11259.  Yes. — Yres,  I  think  the  Council  would  be  favourable  to  that. 

41260.  And  contributing  a  fair  proportion  for  the  upkeep  of  your  roads  ? — What 
do  you  mean  there  by  a  proportion?  We  are  not  contributing,  at  present,  to  the 
upkeep  of  the  whole  of  the  roads,  according  to  the  Divisional  Couucd  figures. 

11261.  But  you  are  contributing  ? — Yes. 

11262.  On  the  basis  of  your  valuation  ? — Yes. 

11263.  And  on  a  similar  basis  to  that,  wordd  you  be  prepared  to  join  in  with  a 
Board  dealing  with  all  the  roads  in  the  ur]?an  areas  of  the  Peninsula  ?— I  don’t  quite 
understand  what  you  mean  ?  Do  you  mean  only  main  roads  or  do  you  include  all 
roads  ? 

11264.  I  include  all  roads  and  all  streets?— I  don’t  know  how  the  Council  would 
consider  that. 

11265.  Would' you  bo  prepared  only  in  regard  to  main  roads,  and  do  you  feel 
sure  of  that  ?— Yes. 

11266.  But  you  have  no  remark  to  make  upon  the  question  as  to  whether  all 
roads  should  be  dealt  with  or  not  ? — No. 


[From  this  stage  Mr.  McGregor  answered  most  questions.] 

1  1267.  Chairman .]  In  the  matter  of  lighting.  I  suppose  there  is  no  public  light¬ 
ing  i  i  Maitland  ? — We  have  oil  lamps. 

11268.  No  electric  light? — No. 

11269.  Have  any  representations  been  made  to  you  by  the  Suburban  Electric 
Lighting  Company  ? — No. 

11270.  Or  by  the  Gas  Company  ? — No  ;  we  were  in  treaty,  some  two  years  back, 
with  the  Gas  Company,  but  we  found  it  would  cost  too  much  for  us  as  a  Board. 

11271.  And  nothing  has  been  done  since  ? — No. 

11272.  Did  they  not  offer  to  deliver  the  gas  at  a  certain  price,  or  did  you  approach 
the  Company  ? — We  approached  the  Company,  and  asked  them  whether  they  would  be 
prepared  to  bring  their  main  down  to  Maitland ;  their  engineer  went  over  the  district, 
and  submitted  figures  to  the  Board,  but  they  could  not  go  in  for  it. 

11273.  Your  length  of  main  would  be  that  from  the  plant  of  the  Company  to 
Maitland  ? — From  where  their  main  is  at  present  laid  it  would  be  about  half  a  mile,  or 
three-quarters  of  a  mile,  to  bring  it  into  our  community,  that  is,  from  the  old  Toll  Bar. 

11274.  I  suppose  the  same  difficulty  occurred  with  the  gas  as  with  the  water, 
that  is  to  say,  that  the  houses  are  so  scattered  that  it  would  be  too  costly  a  matter  to  dis¬ 
tribute  the  gas  to  them  ? — They  would  be  able  to  distribute  it  all  along  the  main  road. 

Mr.  Hutt.)  Unfortunately,  when  the  Gas  Company  made  their  last  contract  with 
Woodstock,  and,  when  their  engineer  was  taken  over  to  inspect  the  boundaries,  an 
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error  was  made  by  the  Committee.  They  went  around  with  him,  and  they  pointed  out 
the  old  Toll  House  as  the  boundary.  Between  that  and  the  river  there  is  a  distance 
of  quite  half  a  mile,  which  the  Gas  Company  repudiate  now,  as  a  responsibility  of 
theirs  under  their  agreement  witli  the  Woodstock  Council,  If  that  had  been  clearly 
understood,  that  they  were  liable  to  lay  the  main,  through  that  portion,  then  of  course 
it  would  at  once  have  made  the  distance  to  Maitland  very  much  shorter.  As  soon  as 
it  reaches  Maitland,  we  should  at  once  give  fifteen  or  sixteen  public  lamps,  and  then, 
of  course,  there  would  be  tho  private  people  taking  it. 

11275.  Would  it  not  be  as  well  to  apply  to  this  Company  again? — The  matter 
has  already  been  discussed,  and  it  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Woodstock  Council 
at  the  present  time. 

11276.  Have  you  any  wash-houses  in  Maitland  ? — No,  we  have  no  public  wash¬ 
houses. 

11277.  And  no  other  public  works  of  any  kind  ? — No. 

11278.  Dr.  Gregory^  It  appears  that  there  is  a  large  amount  of  washing  done 
in  the  Black  River,  or  Salt  River,  whatever  you  might  like  to  call  it,  not  only  by  local 
washer-women,  but  also  by  washer- women  coming  from  other  districts,  such  as  Cape 
Town  and  Woodstock  ? — Yes. 

11279.  The  amount  of  washing  that  goes  on  is  really  very  considerable  ? — Yes. 

11280.  And  the  water  that  is  used  for  the  washing,  except  when  flood  water  is 
coming  down,  is  of  the  most  polluted  kind  ? — Yes,  the  \yater  very  bad. 

11281.  In  the  dry  season  they  are  virtually  washing  in  filthy  pools  and  washing 
in  this  water  which  is  doing  duty  for  weeks  ? — I  don’t  know  that  it  is  so  for  weeks, 
but  it  is  doing  duty  for  more  than  once. 

11282.  Ciuite  apart  from  that,  the  water  remains  in  the  pools  for  some  time,  and 
washing  goes  on  each  day  ? — I  don’t  know  that. 

11288.  It  is  a  common  thing  for  pigs  to  wallow  in  this  water,  with  the  washing 
going  on  at  the  same  time  ? — No  pigs  are  allowed  to  stray  down  that  way  now. 

11284.  You  will  believe  me,  if  I  say  that  I  have  seen  pigs  wallowing  in  this  water, 
and  washing  going  on  at  the  same  time  ? — Oh  yes,  certainly.  1  may  say,  we  have  tried  to 
stop  this  washing.  We  have  taken  these  people  to  the  Police  Court.  That  is  some 
years  ago,  but  we  were  unable  to  get  a  conviction,  the  Magistrate  holding  that  a  wash- 
place  ought  to  be  provided  for  these  people,  and  he  therefore  refused  to  convict  them. 
A  portion  of  the  river  has  been  set  apart,  on  the  south  side  of  the  bridge,  for  these 
washer-women. 

11285.  That  is  between  the  Railway  Bridge  and  the  Divisional  Council  Bridge  ? 
— No,  between  the  Railway  Bridge  and  the  Divisional  Council  property,  further  up 
the  river.  It  is  called  Varschdrift. 

11286.  But  washing  goes  on  all  along  there,  below  and  above  the  Divisional 
Council  Bridge  and  above  the  Railway  Bridge  ? — Yes. 

11287.  In  fact,  there  are  hundreds  of  these  women  at  times  ? — Yes. 

11288.  And,  as  you  have  before  stated,  I  think,  the  water  is  largely  derived  from 
what  comes  down  the  Liesbeek  River,  and  it  is  already  considerably  polluted  before  it 
reaches  the  place  whore  the  washing  is  done  ? — Yes. 

11289.  So  that,  altogether,  a  most  improper  and  dangerous  state  of  things  is  being 
allowed  to  go  on  ? — Yes.  • 

11290.  Has  your  Council  ever  considered  the  question  of  putting  up  wash¬ 
houses  ? — It  has  been  discussed,  but  you  must  understand  that  this  Council  has  only 
been  in  office  for  about  three  months,  and  the  duties  that  it  has  undertaken  are  simply 
in  connection  with  the  valuation  roll,  the  voters’  roll,  and  the  regulations.  It  will  be  the 
duty,  and  the  first  duty  of  the  new  Council,  to  go  into  these  new  works.  At  present, 
wc  have  not  the  means  to  incur  this  kind  of  expenditure,  but,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it 
will  be  the  duty  of  the  new  Council  to  provide  public  wash-houses. 

11291.  But  you,  as  a  member  of  that  old  Board,  are  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
circumstances  ? — Yes. 

11292.  You  said  just  now  that  this  washing  was  carried  on  by  washer- women  not 
belonging  to  or  living  in  your  Municipality  ? — A  considerable  proportion  of  them 
comes  from  Woodstock. 
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11293.  Then,  presuming  that  you  established  wash-houses,  they  would  be  for  the 
use  of  washerwomen  coming  from  other  districts? — No,  we  would  establish  only  for 
our  own  people,  and  then  we  would  stop  the  others. 

11294.  Then,  you  would  not  propose  to  put  up  a  wash-house  of  sufficient  size  to 
acommodate  all  the  washer-women  that  there  are  now  ? — No. 

11295.  Tho  idea  would  be  more  to  stop  washing  being  done  in  the  river,  than  to 
provide  accommodation  for  their  doing  so  at  present  ? — Yes. 

11296.  Where  then  would  these  people  wash,  if  they  were  not  able  to  do,  their 
washing  in  the  river,  and  you  have  no  wash-houses  for  them  ? — That  is  a  question  that 
I  could  not  answer. 
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11297.  It  is  a  question  that  you  leave  to  the  other  local  authorities  concerned? — 

Yes. 

11298.  Chairman.']  Did  you  not  say  that  there  is  a  place  marked  out  on  the  plan 
for  these  washerwomen  ? — That  is  on  the  Woodstock  side  of  the  river. 

11299.  Dr,  Gregory. ]  That  place  was  really  set  aside,  long  years  ago,  when  the 
danger  of  washing  in  that  river  was  not  so  great  as  it  is  now  ? — Yes,  and  then  there 
was  more  water  in  the  river  at  that  time  than  there  is  now. 

11300.  Does  it  not  occur  to  you,  that  the  matter  of  providing  proper  washing 
accommodation  is  really  a  question  which  belongs,  not  to  one  local  authority 
but  one  which  should  be  dealt  with  in  a  comprehensive  manner  by  the  combined 
authorities  for  all  these  areas  ? — No,  I  don’t  think  so.  I  am  of  opinion  that  each  local 
authority  ought  to '  be  able  to  provide  wash-houses  for  the  people  living  within  its  area. 

11301.  But  it  is  clear,  is  it  not,  that,  at  the  present  moment,  women  are  coming 
from  Cape  Town  to  wash  there,  although  there  are  wash-houses  in  Cape  Town? — -Yes. 

11302.  And  therefore,  it  seems  to  be  a  matter  which  really  should  be  considered 
by  the  combined  authorities,  does  it  not  ? — No.  If  each  local  authority  made  certain 
regulations  forcing  these  people  to  wash  in  one  wash-house,  provided  for  them 
in  each  Municipality,  then  I  don’t  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  big  scheme 
for  it. 

11303.  I  don’t  say  a  big  scheme  ;  I  say  a  combined  scheme.  But  let  me  put  it  in 
another  way :  It  is  not  really  much  use  your  dealing  with  the  matter,  unless  the 
neighbouring  authorities  deal  with  the  matter  too  ? — That  is  so. 

11304.  Therefore  it  is  a  matter  for  combined  action  ? — Yes. 

11305.  Now,  you  have  a  certain  number  of  slaughter  houses  in  your  district,  have 
you  not  ? — Yes. 

11306.  How  many  ? — Two. 

11307.  And  the  slaughtering,  that  goes  on  in  these  slaughterhouses,  is  for  meat, 
which,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  all  sold  outside  your  local  area,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  a  good 
deal  of  it. 

11308.  What  supervision  have  you  over  these  slaughter  houses? — We  have  our 
sanitary  inspector,  who  visits  these  slaughter  houses  daily. 

11309.  Are  these  private  slaughter  houses  or  Municipal  slaughter  houses? — 
Private  slaughter  houses. 

11310.  What  steps  are  taken  to  inspect  the  meat,  as  it  is  slaughtered,  and  the 
cattle  before  they  are 'slaughtered,  in  order  to  see  that  there  is  no  unsound  meat  put  on 
the  market  ? — There  are  no  steps  taken. 

11311.  Don’t  you  think  some  steps  should  be  taken  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  is  necessary 
that  some  steps  should  be  taken. 

11312.  You  are  quite  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  a  matter  that  should  be  left  to  the 
proprietors  of  slaughter  houses  themselves  ? — Certainly. 

11313.  Do  you  not  think  that  there  should  be  a  large  Municipal  abattoir? — Yes. 

11314.  Properly  constructed  and  properly  eouducted,  for  the  slaughtering  of  all 
the  meat  required  in  the  Peninsula  ? — Yes,  that  has  been  my  opinion  for  a  long  time. 

11315.  And  that,  if  such  were  constructed,  it  really  oughf  to  be  a  source  of 
revenue,  and,  at  the  same  time,  it  would  be  an  economy  to  the  butchers  using  it  ? — 
Yes,  I  think  it  would  be  welcomed  by  the  butchers. 

11316.  You,  yourself,  are  connected  with  the  meat  business,  are  you  not  ? — No. 

11317.  But  your  family  is  ? — Yes. 

11318.  And  therefore  you  have  had  considerable  experience  in  that  direction  ? — 

Yes. 

11319.  And,  being  a  person,  whose  interest  is  more  or  less  in  it,  considerable 
weight  could  be  given  to  your  opinion  ? — I  have  personally  no  interest  beyond  my 
family  being  connected  with  the  trade,  but  I  know  a  good  deal  about  it,  and  I  am  sure 
that  the  butchers  would  welcome  a  public  abattoir. 

11320.  >So  long  as  small  separate  slaughter-houses  exist,  it  becomes  a  matter  of 
groat  difficulty  to  control  the  quality  of  the  meat  slaughtered  and  put  on  the  market, 
does  it  not  ? — Yes. 

11321.  If  you  had  one,  or,  at  most  two  large  slaughter-houses,  it  would  be  both 
economical  and  efficient ;  at  any  rate,  more  so  than  at  present  ? — Oh  yes,  decidedly. 

11322.  But,  as  this  really  affects  the  meat  supply  of  all  the  suburban  ai’eas,  if  is  a 
question  that  should  be  dealt  with  by  them  in  a  combined  manner  ? — Yes,  I  think  a' 
public  abattoir  ought  to  be  taken  up  by  Grovernment ;  and  Gfovernment  should  appoint 
a  sanitary  officer  to  see  after  the  meat. 

11323.  So  far,  it  should  be  taken  up  by  some  combined  authority  which  could 
deal  with  all  the  areas  at  once  ? — Yes. 

11324.  And,  until  some  such  combined  authority  undertakes  the  matter,  it  is  not 
likely  to  experience  much  improvement  ? — No. 
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11325.  In  your  opinion,  would  not  that  be  a  matter  which  any  large  combined 
authority  should  have  handed  over  to  it  as  soon  as  possible  ? — Yes. 

11326.  Together  with  water,  sewage,  and  other  schemes  ? — Yes. 

11327.  And,  if  that  were  done,  the  Council  of  Maitland  would  be  prepared, 
subject  to  adequate  representation,  to  contribute  its  quota  to  the  expenditure  ? — Yes, 
but  I  think  it  would  be  a  source  of  revenue,  and  that  there  would  be  no  expense 
attached  to  it. 

11328.  I  mean  a  quota  of  liability,  we  would  say  ? — Yes. 

11329.  Chairman. ]  Would  all  the  butchers  be  killing  at  Maitland  for  the  whole 
Peninsula  ? — Oh,  yes. 

11330.  Is  the  bulk  of  it  done  there  now  ? — A  lot  of  it  is  done  there  now. 

11331.  Most  of  the  Cape  Town  killing  ? — Yes,  but,  of  course,  there  is  not  ^o  much 
killing  done  at  present  as  in  past  years,  as  people  use  Australian  meat  now,  to  a  great 
extent,  so  that  less  killing  is  done  at  the  present  time. 

11332.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  importation  of  frozen  meat  has  diminished 
the  amount  of  killing  being  done  at  Maitland  P — Yes. 

11333.  Is  the  killing  for  Rondebosch,  Mowbray,  Woodstock  and  Claremont  all 
done  at  Maitland  ? — No,  only  the  killing  for  Cape  Town. 

11334.  Dr.  Gregory .]  And  Woodstock? — Yes. 

11335.  Chairman .]  Every  butcher  has  got  his  own  place  ? — Yes,  but  two  or  three 
butchers  slaughter  in  one  place.  A  good  deal  of  the  killing  is  done  outside  Maitland, 
that  is  to  say,  outside  our  boundary,  as  I  pointed  out  before. 

11336.  In  premises  owned  by  the  butchers  themselves  ? — Yes. 

11337.  And  also  on  land  hired  from  other  owners?  Or  are  all  the  butchers  the 
owners  of  the  property  ? — No,  some  of  it  is  hired  ground. 

11338.  And  what  is  done  with  all  the  offal  ? — They  bury  it  on  the  place. 

11339.  Is  that  carefully  done? — With  regard  to  the  offal  inside  the  Municipality, 
it  is  not  buried  on  the  spot,  but  taken  away  and  buried  ;  but  outside  the  Municipality 
it  is  simply  buried  round  about  the  places. 

11340.  Are  there  any  Municipal  slaughter-houses  in  Maitland  at  all? — There  are 
no  Municipal  slaughter-houses. 

11341.  Do  the  people  that  work  in  them  live  in  that  neighbourhood  ? — Yes. 

11342.  On  the  premises  ? — No,  not  on  the  premises. 

11343.  And  the  offal  from  there,  is  that  buried  within  the  Municipal  boundaries  ? 
— Oh,  yes. 

11344.  But  you  have  no  supervision  over  that? — Oh,  yes,  the  inspector  sees  that 
it  is  done. 

11345.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  Speaking  quite  generally,  so  as  not  to  indicate  any  one 
particular  individual,  in  your  opinion,  the  slaughter-houses  are  very  unsuitable  and 
badly  conducted  ? — Yes,  they  cause  a  lot  of  trouble  to  the  Municipality,  and,  I  think, 
those  that  are  in  the  village  will  not  be  there  very  long. 

11346.  That  is  to  say,  you  will  try  and  get  them  beyond  your  border,  but,  even 
then,  they  will  remain  a  danger  to  public  health  just  the  same  ? — Yes. 

11347.  Owing  to  their  being  generally  small  affairs,  and  there  being  no  united 
aotion,  it  is,  practically,  impossible  to  have  decent  slaughter-houses  under  present 
arrangements  ? — I  don’t  quite  follow  you. 

11348.  Owing  to  every  man  having  his  own  little  slaughter-house,  it  is,  practically, 
a  very  difficult  matter  to  ensure  proper  slaughter-houses  and  proper  means  of  disposing 
of  the  offal? — Yes,  but  then  that  does  not  affect  the  two  slaughter-houses  within  the 
Municipality,  because  they  are  two  rather  big  places. 

11349.  But  still  you  would  not  call  these  properly-constructed  slaughter  houses 
on  modern  lines  ? — No. 

11350.  But  the  expense  is  greater  than  one  body  could  undertake,  to  have 
properly  constructed  slaughter  houses  ? — Yes. 

11351.  These  slaughter  houses,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  bury  the  offal  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  well,  where  they  get  the  water  to  wash  the  meat  with  ? — Yes,  I  have  been 
informed  that  is  the  case. 

11352.  Chairman.^  Is  there  nothing  you  want  to  say  about  Maitland,  with 
reference  to  alterations  in  its  boundaries  ? — Just  what  I  have  pointed  out  before,  that 
we  ought  to  include  a  portion  of  Rentzkie’s  farm,  and  also  that  portion  between  the 
Location  and  our  boundary.  That  would  be  both  in  the  interest  of  the  Village  and 
the  Location,  that  we  should  include  that  portion. 

11353.  That  is  not  within  the  area  designated  as  “  Maitland  Municipality  ”  in 
the  proclamation  ?— No.  (Mr  Hutt.)  I  think  I  would  go  further  and  suggest  that 
the  boundary  on  the  Koeberg  Road  should  extend  as  far  as  Thompson’s  place,  or  even 
further  on,  so  as  to  preveut  shanties  being  put  up,  because  I  think  the  same  tiling 
would  occur  with  properties  on  the  other  side,  inasmuch  as  they  would  be  sold  in  build¬ 
ing  lots. 
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[From  this  stage  Mr.  TTutt  answered  most  of  the  questions.] 

11354.  That  is,  property  in  the  hands  of  private  people,  now  ? — Yes. 

11355.  Is  that  being  subdivided  at  the  present  time  ? — Oh  yes,  very  much  so.  In 
fact,  as  regards  the  registration  of  births  and  deaths,  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter, 
because  people  there  are  now  under  no  control,  and  they  have  to  go  to  the  nearest 
Field-oornet  or  to  Maitland  to  register  these  events.  There  is  a  rising  population, 
which  is  under  no  control  whatever,  and,  I  maintain,  that  they  should  be  taken  in, 
together  with  a  sufficient  aroa  beyond  that,  in  order  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of 
objectionable  buildings  being  put  up,  and  so  on. 

11356.  Does  that  lie  more  to  the  east? — No,  to  th9  north-east. 

11357.  Would  it  be  better  to  incorporate  that  part  with  Maitland,  than  to  form  a 
new  Municipality,  or  a  Village  Management  Board  area  ? — I  should  say,  incorporate  it 
with  Maitland  by  all  means. 

11358.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  urban  character  of  that  area  will  extend  in 
the  near  futtu’e  ? — Yes,  there  is  no  doubt  about  it. 

11359.  And  urban  arrangements  must  follow  up  ? — Yes. 

11360.  Dr  Gregory .]  Part  of  the  Milnerfon  estate  is  within  your  boundary  and 
the  other  part  beyond  it? — Yes. 

11361.  And,  if  the  Milnerton  estate  is  going  to  become  the  populated  area  which 
we  are  promised  it  is  to  become,  in  the  future,  what  suggestions  have  you  to  make  in 
regard  to  sanitary  and  Municipal  control  for  it  ? — Well,  it  is  a  question  that  might  arise 
in  the  immediate  future,  or  it  may  be  in  the  very  far  distant  future.  From  the  evidence 
given  before  the  Commission,  it  appeared,  that  the  Milnerton  people  were  making  their 
own  arrangements;  they  are  going  to  have  their  own  electric  light,  and  their  own  staff 
of  officers ;  and,  I  must  say,  we  would  have  no  objection  to  their  taking  that  portion 
away  from  U3. 

11362.  Provided  that  proper  arrangements  were  proposed  ? — Yes. 

11363.  Have  any  building  portions  been  sold  yet? — I  believe  not. 

11364.  It  has  not  been  cut  up  yet  ? — It  has  been  cut  up,  but  not  sold  yet. 

11365.  That  is  a  matter  for  the  future  ? — Yes,  it  is  a  matter  for  the  future.  Of 
course,  we  have  not  had  much  experience  of  large  land  schemes  in  this  country,  and  it 
may  be  a  success  or  it  may  not. 

11366.  At  the  present  time,  a  great  portion  of  it  is  under  water  ? — They  have 
plenty  of  high  ground  though. 

11367.  Has  the  Milnerton  Railway  been  completed  ? — As  far  as  Janbiesjeskraal, 
but  they  are  going  further  than  that,  I  believe. 

11368.  Are  they  running  on  the  railway  yet  ? — No 

11369.  Chairman. ]  Where  would  that  area  get  its  domestic  supply  of  water 
from  ? — I  think  they  have  their  own  scheme.  I  believe  they  are  going  to  bring  their 
water,  or  they  are  contemplating  to  do  so,  from  some  property  in  the  Koeberg  district. 

11370.  And  also  for  their  drainage,  are  they  going  to  have  another  scheme  ? — 

Yes. 


[From  this  stage  Mr.  McGregor  answered  most  questions.] 

11371.  Now,  on  the  question  of  amalgamation,  do  you  think  it  would  be  advisable 
to  incorporate  Maitland  Municipality  with  any  of  the  other  Municipalities,  or  would  it 
be  an  advantage  to  any  of  the  other  Municipalities  to  be  incorporated  with  Maitland  ? 
— No,  I  think  we  are  distinct  from  the  other  Municipalities, and  therefore  I  don’t  think 
it  would  be  of  advantage  to  Maitland  to  amalgamate  with  the  other  Municipalities,  or 
for  any  of  the  others  to  amalgamate  with  Maitland. 

11372.  But  would  it  be  to  your  advantage  to  amalgamate  with  places  like  Wood- 
stock  or  Cape  Town? — We  are  too  far  away. 

11373.  But  you  are  not  too  far  away  for  the  slaughtering  of  stock,  or  for  the 
people  to  wash  their  clothes,  or  for  the  burial  of  their  dead.  They  do  all  these  things 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Maitland,  and  from  the  evidence  given  to-day,  does  it  not 
seem,  generally  speaking,  that  Maitland  is  being  made  use  of  by  other  Municipalities 
to  the  inconvenience  of  the  people  living  there  ? — Yes,  but  I  don’t  think  it  would  be 
any  better  for  us  to  amalgamate,  because  then  they  would  have  more  power  to  do  these 
things. 

11374.  Well,  the  one  hope  seems  to  be  to  get  a  better  order  of  things,  and 
amalgamation  would  make  these  other  places  share  the  cost  of  the  improvement  ?  At 
the  {present  time,  they  dump  down  their  undesirable  people  there,  they  are  burying 
their  dead  there,  they  are  washing  their  clothes  there,  they  quarantine  their  contacts 
there,  they  are  burying  their  offal  and  depositing  their  refuse  there,  with  the  result 
that  you  are  saddled  with  all  the  nastiness,  and  are  now  supposed  to  bear  the  expenses 
of  dealing  with  it  quite  alone  ? — That  is  true,  but  I  don’t  think  it  would  help  us  to 
amalgamate  with  any  of  them. 
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[From  this  stage  Mr.  Hutt  answered  most  questions.] 

11381.  You  are  really  the  neck  of  the  bottle  of  the  Peninsula  ? — Yes. 

11382.  And,  as  such,  is  it  not  to  the  interest,  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  rest  of  the 
urban  areas  of  the  Peninsula,  that  you  should  be  combined  with  them  ? — No,  I  don’t 
think  our  geographical  position  tends  that  way.  It  is  rather  in  the  opposite  direction. 

11383.  What  constitutes  your  special  geographical  position? — Take  the  Liesbeek 
River  as  the  line  from  Cape  Town  to  Wynberg,  we  lie  quite  away  from  the  others.  If 
you  take  the  drainage  scheme  we  shall  merely  fall  into  that  at  the  outlet  of  the  stream, 
at  the  most. 

11384.  But  you  come  over  and  abut  on  Woodstock  and  Mowbray? — Not  as 
regards  buildings,  but  there  is  certainly  a  long  stretch  of  ground  between  Mowbray 
and  Maitland,  which  I  don’t  think  will  ever  be  utilised  for  building  purposes,  however, 
because  it  has  no  safe  bottom ;  the  spring  tides  affect  that  part. 

11385.  The  Railway  Department  is  gradually  spreading  over  there? — On  the 
higher  ground,  but  do  you  mean  the  Salt  River  Works  ? 

11386.  Yes. — Yes,  well,  by  reclamation. 

11387.  Then,  what  the  Railway  Department  is  doing  would  probably  be  done  by 
other  industrial  concerns  before  long  ? — It  may  be  if  they  have  the  same  facilities  as 
the  Railway  Department.  The  Railway  Department  have  the  stuff,  which  they  must 
remove  from  elsewhere,  with  which  they  can  reclaim  the  ground,  but  whether  another 
Corporation  could  do  it  is  another  question. 

11388.  But  now  you  get  in  contact  by  means  of  houses  with  Woodstock  and 
Mowbray,  do  you  not,  when  you  get  over  the  line  to  Maitland  Eviction  Camp  ? 
There  are  houses  there  ? — Yes,  a  few,  but  then  the  Royal  Observatory  falls  in  there. 

11389.  Then  your  only  reason  for  saying  that  you  could  not  join  is  that  the  Lies¬ 
beek  River  is  yoiu’  boundary  ? — No. 

11390.  That  is  your  geographical  reason  ? — No,  our  interests  arc  not  so  wrapped 
up  with  the  other  Municipalities ;  we  lie,  so  to  speak;  by  ourselves,  and  our  require¬ 
ments  would  be  better  recognised  by  ourselves  than  by  any  large  Board  ;  and  even  if 
we  were  represented  on  such  a  Board  we  would  denote  a  very  small  unit  indeed. 

11391.  In  your  evidence,  we  have  agreed  that  sewerage,  drainage,  water  supply, 
slaughter-houses,  and  a  number  of  things  like  that,  should  come  under  a  General 
Board.  Why  should  you  object  to  other  things  coming  under  it  ?  If  it  is  possible  in 
these,  why  not  possible  in  other  matters  ? — I  am  afraid  it  will  be  a  very  expensive 
matter.  I  suppose  you  mean  something  like  the  Board  of  Works  in  London.  To 
carry  out  small  things,  that  has  proved  a  very  expensive  body.  When  a  large  body 
deals  with  small  Parish  affairs  I  think  it  will,  as  a  rule,  be  a  very  expensive  matter, 
especially  matters  which,  locally,  we  could  do  far  more  efficiently  and  cheaper  our¬ 
selves. 

11392.  Then  your  contention  is  that  you  have  no  objection  to  join  with  the  large 
body  in  large  matters,  provided  you  have  control  over  the  smaller  matters  ? — Yes. 

11393.  Dr.  Anderson.']  Your  objection  to  dealing  with  a  Board  is  that  you  are 
afraid  that  you  might  have  in  these  sort  of  works  things  done  which  will  cause  a 
nuisance,  aud  that  then  you  would  not  have  the  same  voice  of  protesting  against  them 
which  you  would  have  as  a  separate  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

11394.  Don’t  you  think  you  would  be  protected  against  that  if  such  a  body  were 
not  allowed  to  spend  money  without  public  enquiry  and  without  the  sanction  of  the 
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11375.  But,  if  we  had  a  stronger  local  authority  or  a  greater  Municipality  to 
provide  proper  sanitary  arrangements,  then  Maitland  would  not  suffer  in  these 
respects  ? — No. 

11376.  Are  you  content  to  sit  still  then,  and  put  up  with  all  these  nuisances  ? — Oh, 
no  ;  as  soon  as  we  find  our  legs,  we  will  try  and  remove  the  nuisances. 

11377.  You  look  upon  yourselves  as  the  nuisance-receiving  Municipality  ? — Yes. 

11378.  And  you  are  content  tc  go  on  ? — I  say,  as  soon  as  we  find  our  feet,  we  will 
let  the  other  Municipalities  know. 

11379.  You  are  keeping  a  rod  in  pickle  for  them? — Yes,  we  have  already 
protested  against  being  the  dumping  ground  of  Woodstock. 

11380.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Would  you  not  be  in  a  much  stronger  and  better  position, 
if  you  formed  a  portion  of  one  large  authority,  provided  you  had  adequate  representa¬ 
tion  thereon  and  proper  safeguards  that  your  local  interests  would  not  be  neglected  ? — 
I  don’t  think,  personally,  that  it  would  help  us  very  much.  (Mr.  Hutt.)  I  don’t  think 
it  would  help  us  at  all,  because  we  are  quite  differently  situated  to  all  the  other  Muni¬ 
cipalities.  If  we  had  been  Mowbray,  Woodstock  or  Rondeboseh,  then  I  would  say, 
most  decidedly,  let  us  join  together,  but  as  far  as  Maitland  is  concerned,  it  would  be 
better  for  us  to  work  ourselves  up,  as  it  would  only  mean  a  matter  of  a  few  years. 
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Government  ? — I  am  afraid  we  shall  be  in  the  position  of  the  small  hoy  of  a  large 
family,  and  we  know  that  the  small  boy  suffers  as  a  rule. 

11395.  I  am  only  suggesting  something  that  they  have  in  England  in  the  form 
of  the  Local  Board  of  Inquiry  ? — I  don’t  like  the  idea. 

11396.  Then  again  you  are  afraid  that  a  large  body  might  not  be  able  to  attend, 
effectively,  to  the  small  matters  P — Yes. 

11397.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  the  experience  of  Municipalities  like  Glasgow  and 
Birmingham  ? — If  we  were  to  carry  out  things  on  the  same  lines  as  they  are  carried 
out  in  large  places  like  Glasgow  and  Birmingham  ;  but,  I  take  it,  that  these  Munici¬ 
palities,  as  a  rule,  deal  with  all  these  smaller  matters,  and  not  with  the  larger  questions. 

11398.  No,  they  attend  to  all  matters  including  streets,  nuisances,  and  so  on  ? — - 
At  Birmingham  ? 

11399.  Yes. — Well,  I  don’t  like  the  idea. 

[From  this  stage  Mr.  McGregor  answered  the  questions.] 

11400.  Chairman.']  I  understood  you  said  already  that  you  don’t  believe  in  the 
abolition  of  the  Divisional  Council,  as  it  is  necessary  to  have  some  body  in  the  shape 
of  the  Divisional  Counoil  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  is  highly  necessary  outside  the  Munici¬ 
palities. 

11401.  Mr.  Gurney.]  You  have  at  least  one  energetic  member  of  the  Civil  Service 
as  a  rateyayer  in  Maitland  ? — Yes. 

11402.  Now,  would  it  be  an  advantage,  particularly  in  such  a  Municipality  as 
yours,  if  you  were  able  to  elect  a  Civil  Servant  on  the  Council  ? — Yes,  it  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  an  advautage  to  Maitland. 

11403.  At  present  a  Civil  Servant  may  not  serve  on  Municipalities,  but  if  he  were 
exempted  from  the  office  of  Mayor,  you  would  be  strongly  in  favour  of  having  him  on 
the  Council  ? — We  should  not  exempt  him  from  the  office  of  Mayor  either. 


TUESDAY,  10th  JUNE,  1902. 

Present : 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson.  I  Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 


Thomas  Ball,  C.M.G.,  examined. 

11404.  Chairman .]  You  are  a  member  of  the  Cape  Town  Council  and  Chairman 
of  the  Electric  and  Waterworks  and  Fire  Brigade  Committee,  and  you  were  at  one 
time  Mayor  of  Cape  Town  ? — -Yes. 

11405.  You  are  also  President  of  the  Associated  Mayoral  Congress  of  South 
Africa  ? — Yes. 

11406.  Have  you  been  long  a  member  of  the  Cape  Town  Council  ? — This  is  my 
sixth  year  of  office. 

11407.  And  you  have  been  resident  in  Cape  Town  for  a  very  much  longer  time,  I 
presume  ? — Oh  yes,  for  42  years. 

11408.  I  presume  you  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  objects  of  this  Com¬ 
mission.  They  are  rather  wide,  but  you  have  some  idea,  no  doubt  ? — Yes. 

11409.  The  Cape  Town  Corporation  works  under  a  special  Act,  I  believe  Yes, 
we  are  under  a  special  Act.  The  last  Act  is  dated  1893. 

11410.  There  was  a  Bill  introduced  into  the  House  of  Parliament,  I  think,  some 
little  time  ago,  proposing  in  some  respects  to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  ? — Yes,  but  it  was  withdrawn. 

11411.  If  I  remember  rightly,  the  principal  feature  of  the  Bill  was  a  proposal  to 
introduce  Aldermen  into  the  Council  ? — To  increase  the  number  of  the  Couueil  by  the 
election  of  six  new  members.  Practically  it  would  be  the  matter  of  Aldermen,  the 
object  being  to  retain  as  far  as  possible  men  who  have  had  a  considerable  amount  of 
experience  in  Municipal  work.  These  Aldermen  were  to  be  elected  for  a  period  of  6 
years  instead  of  3  years. 
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11412.  Can  you  say  whether  a  considerable  proportion  of  Town  Councillors  remain 
on  the  Board  for  a  longer  period  than  that  for  which  they  were  first  elected  ? — I 
believe  we  have  three  who  were  on  the  Board  when  I  was  elected  six  years  ago.  The 
personnel  otherwise  has  been  entirely  changed  by  the  two  elections  since  I  came  on  the 
Council.  It  is  practically  a  new  Board  since  1896,  all  the  old  Councillors,  with  the 
exception  of  three  or  four,  having  gone. 

11413.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Who  are  the  three  still  remaining? — Messrs.  O’Reilly, 
McKenzie,  and  Robertson.  Mr.  Thorne  was  on  for  a  period,  but  he  lost  his  seat  about 
that  time  and  was  only  recently  re-elected — in  1901. 

11414.  Chairman' \  That  would  seem  to  shew  that  the  change  in  the  personnel 
of  the  Council  is  somewhat  rapid  ? — Yes. 

11415.  Would  that  be  obviated  in  any  great  degree  by  giving  the  Counoil  power 
to  choose  certain  of  its  number  as  Aldermen  ? — Yes,  I  think  so.  Men  do  not  care  after 
a  period  of  probably  three  or  six  years  on  the  Council  to  go  before  the  public  and  to 
solicit  re-election. 

11416.  It  is  not  that  they  are  tired  of  looking  after  the  Municipal  atfairs,  but  that 
they  do  not  care  to  submit  themselves  to  popular  election  again  ? — No,  they  do  not  tire 
of  the  work.  They  do  not  mind  being  elected  once  or  twice,  but  object  to  having  to 
pass  through  it  every  three  years.  They  would  rather  drop  out.  That  seems  to  be  the 
feeling  that  I  have  observed,  and  I  think  that  if  you  had  six  men  elected  in  the  manner 
I  have  mentioned  by  the  Council  for  a  period  of  six  years,  there  would  be  greater 
continuity  of  policy.  There  would  then  be  a  chance  of  the  new  members  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  policy  which  the  Counoil  had  adopted,  because  there  would  be 
somebody  there  to  explain  that  policy.  You  can  quite  understand  that  three  men  with 
a  long  knowledge  of  the  Council’s  work  and  policy  are  not  sufficient  to  acquaint  the 
whole  of  the  Council  therewith.  In  fact  no  three  men  could  know  the  whole  policy  of 
the  Council,  because  a  Councillor  only  serves  on  one,  or  say  two,  Committees,  and  that 
does  not  qualify  him  to  speak  upon  the  whole  policy  of  the  Council.  The  usual 
procedure  is  for  the  chairman  of  each  Committee  to  take  upon  himself  the  explanation 
of  the  acts  of  the  Committee. 

11417.  Is  it  your  belief  that  the  work  of  the  Council  has  suffered  from  this  rapid 
change  in  its  personnel  ? — That  is  my  clear  conviction. 

11418.  Can  you  give  us  any  instances? — Well,  in  the  case  of  the  regulations  and 
also  with  regard  to  the  carrying  out  of  road  construction.  On  several  occasions  we  have 
had  men  who  have  entirely  changed  the  policy  previously  followed  by  the  Council, 
because  they  have  not  understood  the  motives  which  guided  the  Council. 

11419.  But  the  great  matters  in  which  the  Council  is  concerned,  such  as  water, 
lighting,  street  construction  and  general  works,  how  are  those  affected  by  this  change 
of  personnel  ? — On  the  question  of  water  the  policy  of  the  Council  has  actually  been 
settled  for  a  good  many  years,  and  it  is  now  simply  a  matter  of  carrying  on.  Reser¬ 
voirs  have  been  determined  upon,  but  there  are  many  things  outside  that  requiring 
careful  attention,  and  members  are  not  always  thoroughly  acquainted  with  them. 

11420.  I  believe  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  police  in  Cape  Town 
at  the  present  time  ? — No,  not  this  year.  Personally,  I  think  the  Council  altogether 
too  small  for  the  work  which  devolves  upon  it.  Apart  from  the  question  of  electing 
Aldermen,  I  consider  the  Couucil  numerically  iuadequate  to  cope  with  the  work  which 
it  is  called  upon  to  perform  in  the  interests  of  the  public. 

11421.  You  are  in  favour  of  increasing  the  number  of  Councillors  ? — Yes  ;  you 
must  always  allow  for  a  certain  number  of  absentees  in  your  Council,  and  also  for  the 
fact  that  business  men  cannot  pretend  to  devote  too  much  of  their  time  to  Municipal' 
work.  They  may  serve  upon  one  Committee,  but  if  you  put  them  on  two,  or  more, 
they  must  neglect  the  town’s  work  in  the  interests  of  their  own  businesses.  As  it  is 
now,  the  work  before  a  Committee  very  often  occupies  a  sitting  of  three  hours,  and 
sometimes  is  not  finished  then,  very  frequently  a  good  portion  of  the  business  having  to 
be  postponed  for  a  further  meeting. 

11422.  Excluding  the  matter  of  Aldermen,  to  what  extent  would  you  be  favour¬ 
able  to  increasing  the  number  of  Councillors  ? — I  think  we  ought  to  have  at  least  24 
Councillors,  and  I  would  be  quite  in  favour  of  making  our  number,  with  the  Aldermen, 
30.  But  1  would  not  press  that  if  the  Aldermen  were  added  to  the  Council.  It  would 
give  the  Council  a  backbone,  because  these  Aldermen  would  be  elected  by  the  Council 
with  the  idea  of  getting  men  who  could  devote  a  considerable  time  to  the  interests  of  the 
Council,  men  who  would  have  the  time  to  devote  to  the  town’s  business  and  who  would 
be  always  there  to  guide  and  help  forward  business. 

11423.  When  was  Cape  Town  first  created  a  Municipality  ? — It  is  a  Ion?  wav 
back.  I  think  in  1840  or  1842. 

11424.  It  was  done  under  a  Special  Ordinance,  I  presume,  and  the  boundaries 
have  remained  pretty  much  the  same,  have  they  not  ?— Yes,  but  our  boundaries 
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formerly  included  Sea  Point.  The  Council  in  the  earlier  days,  however,  did  not  care 
to  accept  the  responsibility  of  so  large  an  area  as  the  inclusion  of  Sea  Point  entailed, 
and  consequently  the  two  areas  were  parted,  which  was  of  course  a  very  serious  mistake. 

11425.  At  one  time  the  Municipality  was  divided  into  Wards,  was  it  not? — I 
believe  it  was. 

L1426.  It  is  now  divided  into  six  Districts? — Yes. 

11427.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  old  condition  of  Wards  and  the  present 
condition  of  Districts  ? — The  Ward  elected  its  own  particular  member.  But  now  each 
district  does  not  have  its  own  special  representatives;  all  the  voters  in  all  the  districts 
vote  for  the  whole  Council.  Previously  in  the  Ward  system  they  simply  elected  their 
own  candidate  for  that  Ward  and  there  was  only  voting  in  that  one  Ward.  Now,  if 
we  were  electing  a  member  we  should  have  voting  in  all  the  districts,  or  rather  all  the 
voters  in  all  the  districts  would  come  to  a  central  polling  place  to  record  their  votes. 

11428.  What  was  the  reason  for  the  change  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I  am  in  a 
position  to  give  the  actual  reasons,  but  roughly,  I  believe  the  change  may  be  put  down 
to  the  fact  that  there  was  at  that  time  very  little  interest  taken  in  the  Council’s 
work.  Members  were  returned  by  a  very  small  number  of  voters.  For  instance, 
I  believe  a  member  was  elected  on  a  total  of  only  17  votes.  There  was 
practically  no  interest  taken  in  the  work  of  the  Council,  and  it  was  considered  that  the 
Ward  system  was  not  a  satisfactory  one.  Whether  this  change  had  anything  at  all  to 
do  with  the  carrying  out  of  great  schemes  for  the  advancement  of  the  town  generally 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say.  All  1  can  say  is  that  so  far  as  the  Ward  system  is  con¬ 
cerned,  in  other  parts  of  the  country  it  is  not  an  unqualified  success.  Take  Port  Eliza¬ 
beth  for  instance.  When  I  was  up  there  a  short  time  ago  I  questioned  several  members 
of  the  Council  with  regard  to  their  want  of  water  and  drainage,  and  they  told  me  that 
they  were  unable  to  get  those  things  because  they  had  a  Ward  system.  They  pointed 
out  that  we,  in  Cape  Town,  had  a  much  greater  advantage  over  them  because  the  Ward 
members  devoted  themselves  entirely  to  the  local  requirements  of  the  district  for 
which  they  were  elected,  and  the  result  was  that  they  could  not  carry  out  their  large 
schemes.  I  might  read  you  a  quotation  from  the  Minute  of  the  Mayor  of  Pieter¬ 
maritzburg  bearing  on  the  same  subject: — 


“  A  large  and  influentially-signed  petition  was  recently  presented  to  Council 
in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  the  Ward  System  for  the  election  of  Town  Coun¬ 
cillors,  as  at  present  in  force,  and  the  substitution  in  its  place  of  a  system  of  elec¬ 
tion  of  Councillors  for  the  whole  of  the  Borough.  The  prayer  of  the  petition 
found  favour  with  a  portion  of  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  action  has  been 
taken  with  a  view  to  introducing  an  optional  clause  into  the  Bill  for  the  con¬ 
solidation  of  Municipal  Laws,  so  that  this  system  may  be  made  applicable  to 
any  borough  should  the  Town  Council  thereof  at  any  time  so  decide.” 


I  know  there  is  a  strong  feeling  in  favour  of  the  Ward  system,  and  I  would  certainly 
advocate,  in  any  new  Bill  which  we  had  to  bring  in,  an  optional  clause  for  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  Ward  system,  if  it  was  generally  thought  desirable.  I  would  make  the 
clause  so  that  if  the  city  felt  that  it  was  wise  to  revert  to  the  old  position,  it  should 
have  the  power  to  do  so.  I  would  not,  however,  make  it  a  hard  and  fast  law  like  the 
present  system,  but  would  leave  it  to  the  ratepayers  to  decide.  I  do  not  think  that  it 
would  be  of  any  great  benefit  to  us  in  our  present  condition — I  mean  considering  our 
size.  The  town  is  not  large  enough  for  Wards. 

11429.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  in  towns  even  smaller  than  Pietermaritzburg  the 
Ward  system  is  in  existence  ? — I  believe  so,  but  I  cannot  speak  from  personal  know¬ 
ledge. 

11430.  You  think  that  a  permissive  clause  might  be  introduced  into  any  new  Bill, 
so  that  a  plebiscite  of  the  people  of  Cape  Town  might  be  taken  on  the  question  of  the 
introduction  or  otherwise  of  the  Ward  system  ? — That  is  the  position  I  would  take  up. 

11431.  Do  you  think  that  you  would  get  at  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  that  way  ? 
— I  would  take  the  vote  of  the  majority,  the  majority  of  those  going  to  the  poll,  and 
let  that  be  the  decision. 

11432.  Would  you  take  that  vote  in  the  same  manner  as  votes  are  taken  at 
present,  allowing  plural  voting  ? — Exectly  on  the  same  lines  as  votes  would  now  be 
taken  for  a  loan. 

11433.  Would  not  that  rather  defeat  the  object? — I  do  not  see  it. 

11434.  The  poorer  districts  would  have  very  great  difficulty  in  getting  their  voice 
heard  in  the  matter? — Not  if  you  make  the  poll  to  be  taken  at  a  reasonable  time.  The 
great  outcry  is  that  we  close  our  poll  too  early  in  the  poorer  districts.  That  is  the 
excuse  for  so  few  voting.  I  don’t  attach  much  importance  to  that  excuse,  but  I  would 
like  the  Act  to  enable  the  Council  to  keep  the  poll  open  until  8  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
so  as  to  give  the  people  every  opportunity  of  voting.  As  it  is  now,  our  district  is  not  a 
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large  one,  the  area  from  the  centre  in  any  direction  is  not  much  more  than  1|  miles,  so 
that  it  is  not  very  far  to  go  if  the  working  people  really  desired  to  record  their  vote. 

11435.  You  are  better  acquainted  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  various  districts  loth  June,  1902. 
than  I,  but,  say  in  District  No.  6,  would  there  be  a  large  proportion  there  of  voters  who 
would  not  have  the  plural  vote,  that  is  of  voters  who  would  be  under  the  £500 
qualification  ? — I  think  there  would,  but  if  they  voted,  the  strength  of  their  single 
votes  would  overpower  all  the  cumulative  votes  together. 

11436.  You  mean  more  than  all  the  voters  in  the  other  five  Wards? — Yes. 

11437.  What !  More  single  voters  in  District  No.  6  ? — I  would  put  it  in  this  way, 
that  the  single  voters  can  carry  anything  they  wish,  the  cumulative  voting  principle 
does  not  in  any  way  hamper  them  if  they  choose  to  go  to  the  poll  to  record  their  votes. 

It  is  the  want  of  interest  not  the  want  of  power.  They  have  the  power  if  they  had  the 
interest  to  exercise  it. 

11438.  You  think  there  may  be  a  disability  under  the  present  law  of  closing  the 
poll  at  an  early  hour  ? — That  is  the  complaint  that  is  made  as  to  why  they  don’t  record 
their  votes.  They  say  that  it  means  that  they  must  leave  their  work  and  lose  their 
wages  for  a  quarter  of  a  day,  or  an  hour.  According  to  the  Act  we  have  no  power 
to  extend  the  time  during  which  the  poll  must  be  taken.  The  Council  would  like  to 
extend  the  time  but  they  have  not  the  power.  They  must  abide  by  the  Act. 

11439.  Then  you  would  let  this  be  decided  by  a  referendum  as  the  law  at  present 
provides  ? — Yes. 

11440.  In  the  event  of  the  Ward  system  being  carried,  what  number  of  Wards 
would  you  suggest  for  Cape  Town  ? — I  would  simply  take  them  as  the  Districts  are  at 
present  divided.  I  do  not  think  that  we  could  divide  them  better. 

11441.  Supposing  it  was  found  advisable  hereafter  to  amalgamate  any  other 
Municipality  to  Cape  Town,  would  you  alter  your  Ward  system  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

11442.  You  would  carve  out  new  Wards  out  of  your  new  area  ? — Yes,  there  would 
be  no  reason  why  you  should  not  have  Wards.  For  instance,  you  might  have  two  or 
three  Wards  for  Sea  Point  if  it  was  added.  It  depends  entirely  upon  the  form  of 
amalgamation. 

11443.  Are  you  aware  of  the  date  when  this  representation  by  Ward  system  was 
abolished  ? — No.  That  reminds  me  that  I  have  to  correct  a  statement.  Mr.  Charles 
Lewis,  I  believe,  was  the  author  of  the  Ward  system  being  abolished.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Council  in  the  old  days,  and  he  has  recently  been  re-elected  after  many 
years  absence.  He  was  the  one,  I  believe,  who  moved  for  the  abolition  of  the  Ward 
system,  though  he  is  strongly  in  favour  of  it  again  at  the  present  day.  He  knows  more 
about  the  matter  than  I  do,  but  I  remember  him  telling  us  recently  that  he  was  the 
author  of  the  alteration. 

11444.  Have  you  any  statistics  on  the  point  on  which  we  have  just  been  speaking, 
that  is  the  number  of  voters  that  have  only  one  vote  and  the  number  that  have  more  ? 

— I  have  not  got  statistics  with  me,  but  I  had  them  prepared  some  time  ago,  and  that 
is  why  I  speak  with  such  confidence.  During  the  consideration  of  the  floating  of  the 
loan  some  time  ago,  when  I  was  Mayor,  the  question  was  raised,  and  I  went  into  it 
very  closely  as  to  what  was  the  number  of  single  voters  as  opposed  to  the  number  of 
cumulative  voters,  and  I  found  that  there  was  a  very  large  number  of  single  votes  in 
excess  of  the  cumulative  votes. 

11445.  Could  we  get  those  figures? — Yes,  1  think  so. 

11446.  Do  you  think  they  could  easily  be  brought  up  to  date  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

I  believe  there  would  be  no  difficulty. 

11447.  What  facilities  do  you  offer  for  the  registration  of  voters  in  Cape  Town? — 

We,  of  course,  employ  our  Department  to  make  a  personal  visitation  of  every  house 
and  get  the  name  and  qualification  of  every  resident.  We  then  advertise  and,  when  the 
list  is  made  up,  it  is  open  for  inspection  for  several  days.  A  notice  is  given  in  the 
press  to  that  effect,  so  that  any  person  can  examine  the  list  and,  if  they  are  not  on  the 
list,  they  can  make  application,  and  the  matter  comes  before  the  Council  and,  if  their 
qualification  is  in  order,  they  are  added  to  the  list.  Even  after  the  date,  should  any 
person  apply  for  their  name  to  be  added  to  the  list  of  voters,  it  is  done.  It  is  only 
a  question  of  qualification.  Every  facility  is  offered  to  persons  to  be  placed  on  the 
register.  It  is  only  their  own  want  of  interest  that  prevents  them  being  made  voters. 

11448.  And  as  to  this  registration  for  single  or  plural  vote? — It  depends  upon 
the  rental  or  valuation.  If  a  tenant  occupies  a  house  which  is  over  £500  in  value,  he 
gets  the  same  voting  power  as  the  landlord.  Whatever  the  landlord’s  power  is,  so  is  the 
tenant’s. 

11449.  Is  there  any  tendency  for  people  to  have  their  property  valued  highly  in 
order  to  get  this  double  vote  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  have  never  heard  of  suoh  a  thing. 

They  have  other  objects  when  they  want  high  valuations,  not  voting  power. 

11450..  It  is  very  rarely,  then,  that  a  man  asks  for  his  property  to  be  valued  at 
over  £500  in  order  to  get  the  double  vote  ? — I  have  never  heard  of  such  a  thing. 
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11451.  Can  you  tell  us  the  number  of  people  who  are  voters  in  Cape  Town  only 
by  right  of  occupation  as  against  those  by  right  of  ownership  ? — I  cannot  from 
memory. 

11452.  Could  it  be  obtained  ? — The  number  of  ratepayers  could  be  easily  ascer¬ 
tained,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  so  defined  in  our  books  as  to  distinguish 
the  tenant  from  the  owner.  I  cannot  speak  positively  on  that  point.  It  might  be  that 
the  landlord  might  have  a  number  of  properties  on  whioh  he  pays  the  rates,  and  it 
then  would  be  difficult  to  say  how  many  he  himself  occupies. 

11453.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  Does  the  landlord  in  such  a  case  get  the  cumulative  vote  on 
all  the  properties  lumped  together  ? — No,  only  on  one  property.  He  has  only  three 
votes  at  the  most,  no  matter  how  much  property  he  has.  If  he  got  the  whole  of  his 
property  put  into  one  he  would  only  get  the  same  number  of  votes.  He  does  not  vote 
as  an  occupier  if  he  votes  as  a  ratepayer. 

11454.  Chairman .]  Have  you  any  note  of  the  number  of  tenements  or  pro¬ 
perties  in  Cape  Town  ? — Between  8,000  and  9,000,  I  believe,  but  I  do  not  think  we 
have  more  than  that.  I  have  tried  to  get  at  the  real  figures,  but  it  is  very  difficult. 

11455.  What  is  the  number  of  voters  P — About  8,000,  I  think. 

11456.  So  that  there  are  nearly  the  same  number  of  voters  as  there  are  properties  ? 
— Yes,  it  would  appear  so.  I  do  not  know  what  will  be  the  number  of  voters  when 
the  new  registration  is  completed. 

11457.  Can  statistics  be  obtained  of  the  number  of  properties  in  Cape  Town  as 
well  as  the  number  of  voters.  I  mean  exact  statistics  ? — I  think  they  ought  to  be.  I 
believe  they  can,  but  I  would  not  like  to  say  the  exact  number  of  tenements  there  are. 
I  have  tried  in  several  ways  to  get  at  an  accurate  estimate  both  by  means  of  the 
numbers  of  water  leadings  and  of  drainage  connections,  but  neither  affords  a  really 
accurate  estimate.  There  may  be  one  water  leading  to  two  or  more  properties.  In 
the  old  times  this  was  allowed,  although  we  are  now  endeavouring  to  stop  that  as  much 
as  possible  and  make  each  tenement  have  its  own  water  leading,  though,  even  now,  in 
houses  of  under  £2  rental  we  allow  them  to  have  one  water  leading  for  two  or  three 
such  houses.  The  same  thing  applies  to  the  drainage  connections.  We  have  over 
8,000  drainage  connections,  but  that  does  not  give  the  actual  number  of  houses,  because 
one  connection  to  the  main  drain  may  mean  several  properties.  It  has  been  calculated 
that  we  have  10,000  properties,  but  I  do  not  quite  go  so  far,  and  would  prefer  to  put 
it  down  at  nearer  9,000. 

11458.  Dr.  Gregory.']  Where  property  is  let  in  tenements,  do  the  different 
tenants  get  a  vote  each? — Yes,  there  are  tenant’s  votes  and  landlord’s  votes.  If  you 
get  a  large  property  divided  into  offices,  every  person  who  occupies  an  office  of  a  certain 
value  gets  his  vote,  though,  as  I  said  before,  a  man  only  has  one  vote  whether  he  votes 
for  his  office  or  for  his  house. 

11459.  Chairman.]  Bow  many  Committees  have  you  in  the  Town  Council  ? — 
There  are  six  :  The  Publio  Works  and  Improvements  Committee,  the  Markets,  Gardens 
and  Tree  Planting  Committee,  the  Streets  and  Depot  Committee,  the  Public  Health 
and  Building  Regulations  Committee,  the  Electric,  Water  Works  and  Fire  Brigade 
Committee,  and  the  Finance  and  City  Lands  Committee.  Each  of  these  Committees 
has  its  own  Chairman. 

11460.  The  Mayor  is  ex  officio  a  member,  I  believe? — Yes,  and  each  Committee 
consists  of  six  members. 

11461.  How  often  do  these  Committees  meet? — Every  fortnight.  They  meet  on 
alternative  weeks  to  the  Council,  which  also  meets  every  fortnight. 

11462.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  a  growing  interest  in  Municipal  matters  in 
Cape  Town  ? — Yes,  I  think  there  is  a  growing  interest,  though  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
I  do  not  think  the  leading  citizens  of  Cape  Town  take  sufficient  interest  in  the  Council’s 
work.  At  any  rate  they  do  not  seem  willing  to  devote  their  time  to  the  work  of  the  city. 
Generally  speaking,  there  is,  no  doubt,  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Council. 

11463.  There  are  a  large  number  of  gentlemen  who  carry  on  business  in  Cape 
Town  and  live  in  the  suburbs  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

11464.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  number  ? — None  whatever. 

11465.  Do  you  think  that  tends  to  diminish  the  interest  in  Municipal  matters  in 
Cape  Town  ? — I  think  so ;  it  must. 

11466.  It  would  be  very  advisable  to  restore  that  interest  if  it  were  possible  in 
some  way,  would  it  not  ? — Yes ;  but  I  think  another  reason  for  the  lack  of  interest  of 
that  class  is  that  the  business  man  of  Cape  Town,  generally,  is  fairly  well  satisfied 
with  what  he  gets  for  his  money  and  does  not  want  to  waste  his  time  bothering  with 
other  things.  That,  I  think,  is  the  reason  to  a  very  great  extent  for  the  want  of 
interest. 

11467.  What  is  the  population  of  Cape  Town? — I  do  not  know  the  exact  figures 
but  we  take  it  as  between  70,000  and  80,000.  It  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 
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11468.  We  are  endeavouring  to  get  a  census  for  the  purpose  of  this  Commission.  Mr- 
Do  you  think  the  Town  Council  will  place  every  facility  before  the  Commission  for  that  tom™_  a 

purpose  ? — Yes,  because  it  will  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  Town  Council  as  well  as  the  loth  June,  190 
Commission. 

11469.  Do  you  think  that  the  population  of  the  town  at  this  moment  is  greater 
than  the  population  this  time  last  year  ? — I  think  the  population  is  less  at  the  present 
time. 

11470.  So  that  any  estimate  made  last  year  would  include  a  large  floating 
population,  a  non-permanent  population? — Yes. 

11471.  Was  any  estimate  made  of  that  floating  population  which  has  been  in 
Cape  Town  during  the  past  two  or  three  years  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  Opinions  have 
been  expressed  as  to  the  number  but  there  has  been  nothing  definitely  recorded. 

11472.  It  was  a  pretty  large  population  ? — Yes. 

11473.  Would  it  run  into  thousands? — Yes,  I  should  say  about  20,000. 

1 1474.  You  include  women  and  children  ? — Yes. 

11475.  And  you  would  not  be  surprised  if  returns  had  been  made  out  which  would 
shew  that  the  population  of  Cape  Town  had  diminished  to  that  extent  during  the  past 
twelve  months,  or  have  the  refugees  not  all  gone  yet  ? — They  have  not  quite  all  gone 
yet.  I  would  not  anticipate  such  a  decrease  as  you  mention  because  there  is  still  a 
number  coming  in  and  we  have  also  some  still  remaining  with  us.  The  working 
population  have  pretty  well  gone,  but  we  have  still  a  number  of  other  refugees. 

11476.  You  have  no  statistics  of  the  population  in  1899  ? — Nothing  whatever. 

11477.  Have  you  had  nothing  since  the  census  of  1891  ? — Nothing  ;  any  calcu¬ 
lation  since  then  has  been  pure  guess  work. 

11478.  Do  you  think  that,  even  now,  if  a  census  was  taken,  say  this  month,  some 
allowance  should  be  made  for  the  refugee  population  ? — I  think  that  our  population 
will  be  maintained  by  the  influx  of  the  people.  I  think  you  might  take  our  present 
population  as  a  fair  average  of  the  population  for  some  time  to  come.  I  do  not  think 
there  will  be  much  diminution,  for  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  for  people  to  get  here 
freely  they  will  come  ;  and  many  of  them  are  likely  to  remain. 

11479.  Have  you  formed  any  idea  of  the  increase  in  the  population  that  is  likely 
to  take  place  in  Cape  Town  ? — I  cannot  say  that  I  have. 

11480.  Do  you  think  that  the  population  is  likely  to  increase  at  more  than  the 
ordinary  rate  ? — Yes,  I  think  that  it  will,  for  some  time  at  all  events.  There  will  be 
at  the  same  time  a  strong  desire,  for  a  period,  for  people  to  get  away  into  the  country, 
but  there  will  be  a  number  left  here,  and  I  do  not  think  that  we  have  anything  like 
sufficient  houses,  even  yet,  to  supply  the  demand.  I  do  not  think  we  are  overdoing 
it  in  that  way,  so  far  as  dwelling-houses  are  concerned. 

11481.  Do  you  think  that  the  population  is  likely  to  increase  more  than  it  would 
under  the  ordinary  law  of  increase  ? — Yes,  certainly. 

11482.  By  influx  ? — Yes. 

11483.  Are  industries  springing  up  to  any  considerable  extent  in  Cape  Town  ? — 

Not  very  many. 

11484.  The  Native  population  is  increasing  very  rapidly,  is  it  not  ? — I  do  not 
know  that  it  is.  I  am  not  sure  upon  the  point.  We  find  a  great  difficulty  in  retaining 
Native  labour  of  any  kind. 

11485.  Is  that  on  account  of  its  general  mobility  ? — Yes,  it  is  always  moving. 

11486.  You  have  no  Municipal  organisation  for  bringing  Native  labour  into  the 
market  ? — No. 

11487.  People  who  want  that  article  have  to  get  it  for  themselves? — Yes,  but  I 
believe  that  the  Government  have  been  assisting  in  some  way  to  bring  down  the 
Natives.  I  understood  Sir  Gordon  Sprigg  to  say  that  he  had  done  his  best  to  distribute 
the  Native  labour,  and  to  bring  some  portion  of  it  down  tc  this  end  of  the  Colony. 

11488.  There  is  a  very  considerable  area  of  Cape  Town  still  to  be  built  upon  ? — I 
could  not  say  that,  although  there  is  still  room  in  certain  of  the  districts. 

11489.  What  districts  ? — In  Districts  Nos.  4  and  6,  but  the  other  districts  are 
practically  built  over. 

11490.  Dr.  Gregory.']  Is  there  not  a  possibility  of  a  good  deal  of  expansion  in 
District  No.  5  ? — I  do  not  think  that  District  No.  5  can  expand  very  much.  It  is  over¬ 
lapped  by  other  districts.  I  do  not  think  that  it  takes  its  course  right  up  the  mountain. 

11491.  There  is  all  Spolander’s  ground  and  other  ground,  is  there  not? — I 
could  not  say  from  memory ;  I  have  not  a  map  of  the  district  with  me. 

11492.  You  have  a  good  deal  of  practical  knowledge  of  the  building  areas  of  Cape 
Town  ? — Yes. 

11493.  What  do  you  estimate  as  the  probable  increase  in  the  number  of  buildings  in 
the  future  ? — That  is  rather  too  difficult  a  question  to  answer.  Of  course  it  is  easier  to 
speak  as  to  the  increase  in  value.  I  do  not  think  we  are  likely  to  increase  above 
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what  we  have  been  doing.  We  have  been  praotioally  spending  in  the  City  proper 
in  extension  close  upon  £500,000  per  year.  For  some  years  we  have  been  doing  that, 
and  I  take  it  that  it  will  continue  for  some  time  to  come.  So  that  whilst  one  cannot  give 
any  idea  of  the  exact  number  of  buildings  one  can  give  something  like  the  approxi¬ 
mate  increase  in  value. 

11494.  There  is  a  very  considerable  area  that  will  (come  under  building  opera¬ 
tions  in  a  short  time.  For  instance,  the  Oranjezicht  Estate  and  Mellish’s  ground? — 
Yes,  and  the  Municipality  owns  a  certain  amount  of  ground  also,  but  that  develop¬ 
ment  will  not  be  very  rapid. 

11495.  There  is  room  for  many  thousands  of  houses  more  in  the  town  ? — Yes, 
in  District  No.  4  and  in  Districts  Nos.  5  or  6,  as  the  case  may  be. 

11496.  When  I  said  District  No.  5  I  ought  to  have  said  District  No.  3,  a  littl 
while  ago.  Does  that  alter  your  opinion  ? — No.  District  No.  4  covers  District  No. 
3,  it  runs  right  at  the  back  of  it. 

11497.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  Aldermen,  how  do  you  propose  that  they 
should  be  elected  ? — Take  it  in  the  first  instance  that  that  we  have  24  Councillors 
elected  by  the  ratepayers  for  three  years.  Then  the  Council  itself  would  elect  six  out 
of  its  number — the  men  of  the  greatest  experience  I  take  it — to  be  Aldermen.  These 
would  have  an  extra  life  of  three  years  beyond  the  actual  life  of  an  election  by  the 
ratepayers.  They  would  have  a  life  of  six  years  instead  of  three  years.  First  of 
all  they  would  be  elected  by  the  ratepayers  for  three  years,  like  the  rest  of  the 
Councillors,  and  then  would  be  elected  by  the  Council  for  a  further  period  of 
three  years.  I  think  it  is  better  that  they  should  be  elected  from  the  Council 
itself.  T  do  not  think  the  matter  should  be  put  direct  into  the  hands  of  the  ratepayers. 
They  are  not  always  the  best  judges  of  the  men  who  have  the  most  experience  and 
knowledge  of  the  actual  work  in  the  Council.  Of  course,  they  may  disapprove  of  a 
man’s  actions  and  refuse  to  elect  a  man  who  might  be  a  very  valuable  man  so  far  as 
Municipal  knowledge  is  concerned.  If  they  refuse  to  elect  him,  through  some  offence 
which  he  might  have  given,  on  even  a  minor  point,  the  Council  would  lose  the  value  of 
the  experience  which  he  would  have,  which  is  the  very  thing  you  want  to  gain. 

11498.  But  you  might  have  suitable  men  for  Aldermen  who  do  not  happen  to  be 
on  the  Council  ? — You  might ;  but  I  think  it  is  preferable  that  the  men  should  be  in 
touch  with  the  Council,  and  that  the  ratepayers  should  have  the  right  to  elect  any  men 
sitting  on  the  Council. 

11499.  Then  is  the  extra  three  years’  lease  of  Municipal  life  the  only  contemplated 
difference  between  Aldermen  and  ordinary  Councillors  ? — That  is  all  we  contemplate. 
In  other  countries  I  believe  it  is  not  so,  but  that  is  all  we  propose.  In  some  other 
countries  I  understand  that  the  Aldermen  have' a  very  much  longer  period  of  service, 
but  we  think  that  the  extra  three  years  would  meet  our  requirements. 

11500.  The  Alderman’s  powers  and  duties  would  be  exactly  the  same  as  the 
Councillor’s  ? — Yes,  I  take  it  that  would  be  so.  I  do  not  know  that  we  propose  to  give 
him  any  other  advantage. 

11501.  Then  an  Alderman  would  not  be  an  exalted  Councillor  in  any  other 
respect  ?  An  ordinary  Councillor  might  still  be  his  chairman  on  a  Committee  ? — Yes, 
it  is  so  now.  The  Mayor  never  takes  the  chair  at  a  Committee  meeting.  At  any  rate, 
unless  in  the  absence  of  the  chairman  and,  even  then,  it  is  not  the  custom  for  him 
always  to  do  so.  There  is  nothing  in  the  Act,  or  in  the  Rules  of  Order,  to  prevent 
him  doing  so,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  never,  or  very  seldom  indeed,  takes  the  chair 
at  a  Committee  meeting.  There  would  be  some  little  honour  attaching  to  the  post  of 
Alderman,  but  the  title  would  give  a  Councillor  no  other  advantage  than  that  of  wh  ich 
I  have  spoken. 

11502.  The  title  of  Alderman  would  be  a  courtesy  title,  would  it  not,  only  imply¬ 
ing  a  little  more  confidence  in  him  by  the  Council  than  the  other  members  ? — That  is 
all.  It  would  merely  indicate  that  he  was  considered  a  man  of  experience  in  Muni¬ 
cipal  work. 

11503.  Would  an  Alderman  be  eligible  to  have  his  period  of  office  extended  by 
re-election  by  the  Council  ? — That  was  not  proposed.  The  idea  was  that  after  he  had 
served  his  period  of  six  years  he  must  again  submit  himself  for  re-election,  should  he 
desire  to  do  so.  Whether  that  is  wise  or  not  I  cannot  say. 

11504.  And  having  been  submitted  and  re-elected  by  the  ratepayers,  would  he  be 
eligible  to  be  re-elected  as  an  Alderman  ? — Oh,  yes. 

11505.  Would  these  Aldermen  be  elected  at  the  expiration  of  three  years’ 
ordinary  service  ? — Not  necessarily. 

11506.  At  any  time  ? — At  any  time.  The  moment  they  were  elected  to  the 
Council  they  would  be  eligible  to  be  elected  for  six  years  as  Aldermen. 

11507.  You  would  not  then  advocate  the  establishment  of  Aldermen  on  a  more  per¬ 
manent  basis  ? — I  do  not  know.  I  would  not  like  to  say  that.  I  believe  you  might 
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go  further  than  that  with  very  great  advantage,  but  I  do  not  want  to  travel  too  fast  ^Y'b<u 
before  the  public  opinion  is  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  wisdom  of  the  proposal.  To  0  "* 
have  done  so  in  the  past  would  have  been  to  shut  out  the  possibility  of  carrying  th9  10th  June>  1902> 
thing  at  all,  otherwise  I  do  not  disagree  with  the  idea. 

11508.  Under  your  scheme  can  an  Alderman  be  Mayor  ? — Yes,  there  is  nothing 
o  interfere  with  his  being  elected  as  Mayor,  and  I  may  add  that  if  the  system,  as 
proposed,  had  been  adopted,  the  Mayor  might  have  delegated  many  of  his  minor  duties 
to  Aldermen.  It  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  the  Mayor  to  be  relieved  of  many  of 
tho  minor  duties  attaching  to  the  post.  There  are  great  demands  upon  the  time  of  the 
Mayor ;  many  of  them  for  duties  which  Aldermen  might  do  equally  well. 

11509.  Was  it  not  proposed  that  the  Mayor  should  always  be  an  Alderman  ? — 

No,  there  was  nothing  of  that  sort  in  the  proposal. 

11510.  Presuming  that  a  larger  authority  were  established,  and  the  Cape  Town 
Council  re-arranged,  do  you  think  that  the  establishment  of  Aldermen  who  would  hold 
a  lengthened  term  of  office,  and  the  election  of  Councillors  by  Wards  or  Districts  would 
be  a  good  combination  ? — Yes,  but  I  would  not  make  the  term  of  office  to  be  held  by 
Aldermen  too  long  a  one.  I  think  if  they  were  appointed  for  too  long  a  period  it 
might  create  friction.  I,  however,  think  that  an  Alderman’s  period  of  offioe  might 
with  advantage  be  extended  to  7  years  or  perhaps  10  years.  Ten  years  however  should 
be  the  outside,  because  there  are  other  men  gradually  coming  up  who  would  be 
competent  to  fill  those  positions  when  having  gained  more  knowledge  and  experience. 

I  would  make  provision  for  that  because  it  would  not  do  to  place  eutire  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  Aldermen.  I  would  rather  limit  their  term  of  office  to  7  years  than  to  10. 

11511.  You  would  not  put  any  powers  or  functions  in  the  hands  of  the  Aldermen  ? 

—  I  would  leave  the  Act  in  such  a  form  that  the  Council  could  delegate  power  and 
authority  to  the  Aldermen.  For  this  reason  :  if  you  amalgamated  any  Municipalities 
with  Cape  Town  you  might  elect  Aldermen  from  those  districts,  and  they  might  be 
considered,  practically,  chairmen  of  the  District  Committees  with  a  little  extra  authority. 

That  might  be  worked  out,  and  thus  it  would  be  brought  about  that  there  would  be 
some  little  advantage  in  the  election  as  Aldermen. 

11512.  What  other  powers  would  you  delegate  to  the  Aldermen? — It  is  very 
difficult  to  say,  but  I  know  that  there  are  a  great  many  matters,  especially  as  we  have 
discovered,  within  the  last  three  years,  that  the  Mayor  is  rather  overworked,  being 
called  upon  to  do  a  great  deal  of  work  that  might  be  done  by  some  other  members  of 
the  Council  if  they  had  the  authority.  It  is  a  tremendous  tax  at  the  present  moment 
upon  the  Mayor  to  carry  out  all  the  duties  and  functions  which  are  expeoted  of  him. 

That  matter,  however,  is  not  one  to  be  settled  off  hand.  It  is  a  matter  of  detail  which 
requires  looking  into. 

11513.  Why  should  you  not  select  your  Aldermen  from  outside  the  Council? 

Might  you  not  get  a  different  class  of  man,  in  some  respects  a  better  class  of  man,  as 
Aldermen  ? — I  do  not  think  you  can  carry  that  out  very  well.  There  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  talking  about  this  better  class  of  men.  The  ordinary  Councillor  resents  it  and 
would  resent  the  very  thought  of  another  being  elected  upon  the  Council  as  an 
Alderman  because  he  happened  to  be  better  than  somebody  else.  They  say  that  every 
man  must  take  his  fair  share  of  the  ordinary  work  of  the  Council  and  qualify  for  his 
office.-  They  say  again,  why  shoidd  I  devote  three  years  of  my  time  to  the  interests 
of  the  town  and  see  another  man  elected  as  Alderman  and  take  the  dignity  and  honour 
in  preference  to  myself  ?  I  am  sure  such  a  principle  would  not  answer.  That  is  the 
opinion  which  I  have  formed  from  what  I  have  heard. 

11514.  But  are  there  not  some  men  who  would  be  veiy  desirable  members  of  the 
Council,  but  who  are  not  prepared  to  go  in  as  ordinary  Councillors  and  spend  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  their  time  on  the  every-day  work  of  the  Council  ? — I  do  not 
favour  the  idea  at  all.  There  may  be  men  of  that  nature,  but  I  prefer  the  man  who  is 
prepared  to  work  and  has  worked.  It  was  debated  with  us  when  we  were  considering 
the  introduction  of  this  Bill  as  to  whether  the  Mayor  should  not  be  elected  by  the 
citizens  outside  the  Council  altogether.  That  is  the  only  thing  which  3rou  could  really 
do  outside  the  Council.  There  was,  however,  a  very  strong  opinion  against  that.  It 
was  felt  that  the  selection  of  the  Mayor  should  be  from  the  Council  itself,  from 
amongst  the  men  who  had  served  the  town  and  had  worked  in  its  interests.  I  know, 
of  course,  that  such  a  system  does  exist  in  some  places,  that  they  do  select  a  prominent 
citizen  of  the  town  to  be  Mayor,  and  it  was  suggested  that  we  might  do  so. 

There  were  a  number  who  considered  that  we  might  go  in  for  a  Mayor, 
more  particularly  to  carry  out  the  social  duties  of  the  office  and  thus  get  a  man  who 
might  not  be  disposed  to  devote  too  much  of  his  time  to  the  ordinary  work.  It  was 
debated  but  it  was  not  carried.  I  mention  this  to  shew  you  that  the  matter  was  not 
lost  sight  of  when  wre  were  discussing  our  proposed  Bill. 
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/  ,  11515.  Then  you  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  Aldermen  should  be  elected  by 

11  '  the  Council  ? — Yes,  I  would  fix  it  in  that  form  ;  it  would  be  more  satisfactory. 

•Tune,  1902.  11516.  Mr.  Gurney. ~\  In  connection  x\  ith  the  framing  of  the  estimates,  do  you 

regard  the  present  arrangement  as  a  satisfactory  one  P — In  what  respect? 

11517.  I  believe,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  your  estimates  are  framed  in 
December  ? — Yes. 

11518.  By  the  City  Treasurer  working  under  instructions  from  the  various 
Standing  Committees  ? — Yes,  roughly,  that  is  so. 

11519.  Then  so  much  of  the  estimates  as  concerns  the  Electric,  Water  Works  and 
Fire  Brigade  portion  of  the  Municipal  accounts  would  come  before  you  before  going  to 
the  Finance  Committee  ? — Yes. 

11520.  Does  that  give  you  plenty  of  opportunity  to  substantially  criticise  suoh 
estimates  ? — Plenty  ;  we  invariably  take  a  special  meeting,  and  sometimes  two  meetings, 
over  the  estimates. 

11521.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  are  these  estimates  criticised  by  the  Chairmen  of  the 
various  Committees  ? — Yes,  they  are. 

11522.  They  are  not  left  to  the  Town  Clerk  and  the  Treasurer  ? — The  Town 
Clerk  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Each  item  is  read  over  and  discussed  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee.  Every  item  in  the  estimates  is  taken  seriatim. 

11523.  Then  these  are  really  the  estimates  of  the  various  Committees,  and  not  of 
the  permanent  officials  ? — That  is  so.  We  very  often  strike  out  items  from  the 
estimates.  For  instance,  the  Fire  Brigade  Superintendent  might  submit  certain  items. 
We  go  in  detail  into  his  proposals,  and  consider  whether  the  application  is  a  just  one, 
and  treat  it  accordingly.  Every  matter  is  carefully  gone  into  and  threshed  out.  If 
we  are  satisfied,  we  leave  the  item  on  the  estimates.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  consider 
the  proposal  excessive  and  don’t  feel  justified  in  recommending  it  to  the  Council,  we 
strike  it  off.  The  proposal  may  be  raised  again  at  the  meeting  of  the  full  Council,  and 
the  Committee’s  decision  may  be  reversed,  but  in  each  case  the  members  of  the  Committee 
have  passed  their  opinion  on  it. 

11524.  With  reference  to  the  proposals  about  which  some  trouble  ensued,  and  which 
were  concerned  in  Mr.  Lieberman’s  complaints — the  proposal  to  form  a  Reserve  Fund, 
and  some  payments  which  were  down  in  the  estimates  of  the  Committee  of  which  you 
were  chairman, — were  they  introduced  by  the  Committee  ? — I  would  not  exactly  say 
that.  We  very  often  get  suggestions  to  the  Committee  from  our  permanent  officials, 
and  these  suggestions  we  discuss  and  often  adopt 

11525.  There  was  a  sum  proposed  of  £31,000  in  1901,  and  in  1902,  £8,000  to  be 
transferred  to  a  Reserve  Fund? — We  called  it  a  Reserve  Fund. 

11526.  It  appeared  on  the  estimates  of  the  Electric,  Water  Works  and  Fire 
Brigade  Committee  ? — Yes,  it  was  because  of  the  surplus. 

11527.  That  proposal  would  come  from  the  permanent  officials? — Simply  rs  a 
suggestion  for  the  disposal  of  certain  surplus  funds.  It  was  suggested  to  us  and  we 
debated  upon  it.  It  was  for  us  to  say  whether  we  disapproved  or  approved  of  it. 

11528.  In  the  first  instance  you  approved  of  that  proposal  ? — Yes,  but  of  course 
we  modified  it. 

11529.  I  simply  wanted  to  get  at  who  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  proposal  ? — The 
Committee  are  responsible  entirely  for  it.  Whatever  suggestions  are  made  the  Com¬ 
mittee  must  deal  with  them,  and  they  must  be  entirely  responsible  for  the  decision  and 
must  accept  the  responsibility. 

11530.  In  connection  with  the  whole  of  that  question,  have  you  come  to  any 
conclusion  in  reference  to  the  form  in  which  you  should  keep  the  accounts,  and 
render  them  under  the  Act,  or  have  you  still  an  open  mind  upon  it  ? — As  to 
the  keeping  of  the  books,  the  matter  has  been  under  debate  for  several  years  with  a 
view  to  an  alteration  in  the  method  of  bookkeeping,  but  we  have  hesitated  to  alter  the 
conditions,  and,  I  think,  very  properly  so,  because  when  the  books  were  established, 
and  I  think  you  know  something  about  the  conditions  under  which  they  were 
established,  the  Municipality  sought  the  advice  of  the  Government  as  to  the  best  way  of 
keeping  them.  They  got  the  advice  of  the  Government,  and  the  present  system  is  the 
one  which  we  were  advised  by  the  Government  to  adopt. 

11531.  And  that  is  strictly  following  the  terms  of  the  Act? — You  may  take  it 
that  it  is  so. 

11532.  And  therefore  if  there  is  any  complaint  to  be  found  it  would  really  be 
against  the  Act  ? — That  may  be  so,  but  of  course  the  Act  may  allow  for  other  methods 
of  keeping  the  books  as  well. 

11533.  Additional  methods? — Yes. 

11534.  But  you  have  not  been  hampered  hitherto  in  connection  with  your 
financial  arrangements  by  any  of  the  bookkeeping  methods  ? — Not  really  hampered 
but  it  takes  longer  than  we  like  to  get  out  a  statement  sometimes  and  then  again  we 
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have  gone  into  matters,  practically  commercial  things,  which,  when  these  books  were  ^ 
established,  did  not  exist  and  were  not  even  thought  of  We  have  put  our  Water  Works  _ 
upon  a  commercial  basis.  We  think  they  should  be  worked  on  ccmmercial  lines  10t>1  June,  1902. 
entirely,  but  previously  the  Water  Works  were  worked  partially  free,  partially  on  a  tax 
and  partially  on  a  charge — the  whole  thing  was  mixed  up. 

11535.  The  development  of  the  Town  Council  business  has  been  tremendous  since 
these  books  were  devised  ? — Yes,  look  at  the  income,  how  that  has  increased.  Then  see 
how  the  rateable  value  has  gone  up.  Within  the  last  six  years  it  has  increased  over 
£6,000,000.  That  is  an  enormous  increase. 

11536.  Have  y^u  given  consideration  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  the  under¬ 
lying  motive  in  proposing  to  put  this  money  in  a  Reserve  Fund,  the  possible  danger  of 
the  Council  having  a  very  heavy  claim  made  upon  it  in  connection  with  these  Water 
Works  ? — I  do  not  think  that  was  the  idea  just  at  the  moment.  I  remember  the  dis¬ 
cussion  distinctly.  For  our  Water  Works  we  have  to  get  a  large-  quantity  of  stock 
which  is  not  allocated.  We  have  no  fund  at  all  upon  which  we  can  charge  that, 
except  the  Loau  Fund.  We  have  to  borrow  for  the  time  being.  This  little  Reserve 
Fund,  as  we  called  it,  was  to  meet  this  difficulty.  We  should  be  able  to  get  the 
necessary  stock  of  supplies  and  have  a  proper  fund  to  which  we  could  allocate  the 
charge. 

11537.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Railway  Department  and  the  Public  Works 
Department  got  over  the  difficulty  by  obtaining,  through  Parliament,  the  funds  for  a 
Stores  Accouut  ? — That  may  be  so,  but  I  personally  agree  with  a  Reserve  Fund.  It 
is  a  system  adopted  very  largely  in  England  in  the  larger  Municipalities. 

11538.  If  it  was  authorised  in  the  Act  you  would  like  to  see  such  a  Fund  ? — Yes, 
it  would  be  the  proper  thing. 

11539.  But  it  would  not  be  the  proper  thing  if  it  was  not  authorised  P — Quite  so. 

If  it  was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  Act  we  could  not  do  it,  but  it  is  very  desirable  and 
it  is  a  system  that  is  largely  practised  in  the  large  Municipalities  in  England.  Take 
Glasgow,  Birmingham,  Leeds  and  Manchester.  These  large  Municipalities  pay 
enormous  sums  out  of  the  profits  of  their  works  to  the  benefits  of  the  rates  every  year. 

Even  take  Glasgow,  the  cost  of  its  large  scheme  for  water  was  paid  out  of  the  Reserve 
Fund. 

11540.  But  you  have  not  gone  into  the  legislation  of  the  matter,  and  you  are  not 
aware  of  the  fact  that  these  bodies  had  the  necessary  legal  power  to  do  that? — Glasgow 
had  not  when  they  commenced  it.  They  did  it  for  some  years  before  they  had  any 
legal  authority  for  doing  it.  The  principle  is  sound  but  the  authority  may  be  wanting. 

11541.  This  year  the  Council  has  started  a  Sinking  Fund  for  the  partial  extinc¬ 
tion  of  its  debt,  has  it  not  ? — I  do  not  know  that  it  was  started  in  this  year,  but  in  any 
oase  it  is  a  very  proper  thing. 

11542.  That  is  divided  in  the  estimates  of  the  Council  between  the  various  Com¬ 
mittees,  but  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  how  such  a  division  was  arrived  at.  Are  you 
able  to  tell  us  P  — On  the  liability  of  each  Committee. 

11543.  Proportionately  to  the  debt? — Yes,  exactly.  These  things  are  tabulated. 

For  instance  :  we  have  a  debt  of  nearly  half  a  million  on  Water  Works  and  that  must 
be  provided  for. 

11544.  Then  this  would  really  be  a  distribution  arrived  at  according  to  the  por¬ 
tion  of  the  debt  incurred  upon  the  works  for  which  the  various  Committees  are 
responsible.  For  instance,  your  Committee  would  take  Electric,  Waterworks  and  Fire 
Brigade  debts  ? — Yes,  we  have  incurred  certain  debts,  and  then  in  addition  there  is 
the  drainage  debt,  for  which  there  is  no  revenue  at  all,  to  be  provided  for. 

11545.  Has  it  been  decided  in  what  way  you  would  dispose  of  the  money  you 
propose  to  pay  into  the  Sinking  Fund  ?  —Not  yet.  We  have  a  deposit  in  the  bank 
which  is  growing.  We  are  even  now,  as  you  know,  withdrawing  some  of  our  deben¬ 
tures.  We  are  paying  so  much  every  year  off  the  debentures.  We  have  the  right 
to  do  so. 

11546.  It  is  very  desirable,  when  a  Siuking  Fund  is  started,  that  those  who  start 
it  should  carefully  tie  up  the  money,  so  that  those  who  come  after  shall  not  be  able  'to 
spend  it  in  some  other  way  than  that  for  which  the  Fund  was  started? — Just  so.  We 
have  a  distinct  statement  that  the  Sinking  Fund  is  started  fora  certain  purpose.  And 
we  may  either  deposit  that  money  or  lend  it  to  another  Department,  of  course  charging 
that  Department  interest  on  the  loan.  The  -whole  sum  mil  be  credited  to  your  Depart¬ 
ment. 

11547.  Does  the  Committee,  as  a  Committee,  have  the  opportunity  of  judging 
practically  of  the  progress  of  the  work  for  which  it  is  responsible  ?  That  is,  do  you 
make  inspections  of  your  works? — We  very  frequently  make  inspections.  The  Chair¬ 
man,  in  particular,  is  expected  to  do  that,  and  1  suppose  there  is  scarcely  a  week  passes 
by  that  I  do  not  see  some  portion  of  the  works  in  progress. 
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11548.  That  really  means  a  very  serious  responsibility  and  a  serious  tax  upon  the 
time  of  any  man  who  undertakes  to  be  Chairman  of  any  Committee  ? — Yes,  if  he  does 

V'th  June,  1902.  his  duty. 

11549.  And  that  is  quite  without  remuneration  ? — Oh,  yes. 

11550  Chairman. \  I  would  like  you  to  put  in  some  figures  showing  the  expansion 
in  the  rateable  value  and  revenue  of  the  town  in  recent  years  ? — In  1897,  our  rateable 
value  was  £5,066,420  ;  a  rate  of  4d.  in  the  £  was  levied,  and  the  amount  colleoted 
was  £84,001  14s.  Id.  In  1898  the  rateable  value  was  £5,674,280,  and  the  rate  of  4d. 
in  the  £  produced  £93,101  7s.  4d.  In  1899  the  rateable  value  was  £8,613,690,  a  rate 
of  3-^d.  in  the  £  was  levied,  and  the  amount  collected  amounted  to  £111,625  2s.  3d. 
In  1900  the  rateable  value  had  increased  to  £9,020,210,  and  the  rate  of  3-g-d. 
brought  in  £116,619  15s.  6d.  In  1901  the  rateable  value  was  £9,475,260,  the  rate 
levied  was  3Jd.  in  the  £,  and  the  amount  collected  was  £134,977  19s.  2d.  For  the 
year  1902  the  rateable  value  is  over  £12,000,000.  A  rate  of  2fd.  in  the  £  has  been 
levied,  and  is  estimated  to  produce  a  revenue  of  £143,143. 

11551.  Speaking  generally,  and  taking  the  last  valuation  to  which  you  have  just 
referred,  is  the  increase  largely  due  to  an  increase  in  the  valuation  or  to  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  properties  valued  ?  —  To  both.  A  more  equitable 
valuation  now  exists,  possibly,  than  ever  existed  before.  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  per¬ 
fect,  but  it  is  a  more  equitable  valuation  than  we  have  had  in  the  past. 

11552.  As  compared  with  former  valuations,  would  there  be  a  greater  increase  in 
the  valuation  of  the  properties  as  against  the  inorease  in  the  new  properties  this  year  ? 
— I  think  so.  I  do  not  think  we  are  spending  more  in  building  than  formerly,  as  can 
be  seen  from  the  returns.  As  near  as  possible  there  has  been  £500,000  spent  in  exten¬ 
sions  and  improvements. 

11553.  Speaking  generally,  you  do  not  think  that  the  values  now  existing  are 
likely  to  continue  ? — I  think  so.  Of  course  there  may  be  in.  some 
instances  a  necessity  for  a  reduction,  and  that  applies  more  particularly  to  the  rent- 
producing  properties,  that  is  to  say,  the  smaller  properties.  I  think  they  are  at  the 
top  at  present.  The  owners  of  that  class  of  property  have  raised  the  rents  beyond 
what  they  were  worth.  The  rents  have  been  altogether  out  of  proportion  to  the  values 
of  the  properties.  This  may  find  its  level  by-and-bye.  But,  of  course,  whilst  we  are 
short  of  houses  these  rents  will  remain  as  they  are. 

11554.  Speaking  generally,  for  a  rise  in  the  valuation  in  the  near  future,  the 
Council  will  have  to  depend  upon  new  properties  ?  —  Yes,  and  on  alterations. 
There  are,  however,  some  properties,  even  to-day,  that  are  undervalued  in  proportion 
to  their  neighbours.  It  is  almost  impossible  for  us,  under  our  present  system  of 
valuing,  to  get  at  a  uniform  valuation  foy  all  properties.  The  system  we  have  followed 
has  been  to  take  a  certain  centre  and  place  a  certain  value  upon  a  certain  frontage  in 
that  centre,  but  then  we  have  to  distinguish  between  the  depth  of  a  property  and  its 
frontage,  and  that  is  where,  up  to  the  present,  we  have  failed.  In  my  opinion,  in  the 
future,  we  ought  to  make  an  alteration  in  our  method  of  valuing.  We  ought  to 
appoint  a  permanent  valuer  for  the  Council  itself,  and  have  a  man  to  keep  at  the  work 
all  the  year  round.  He  should  be  able  to  take  measurements  and  then,  by  calculating 
the  frontage  as  well  as  the  depth  and  the  height  of  a  building,  we  would  be  better  able 
to  get  at  a  more  equitable  value.  That,  however,  can  only  be  done  by  a  permanent 
official. 

11555.  Would  you  have  this  permanent  official  appointed  by  the  Town  Council  ? 
— Yes,  a  properly  paid  officer  of  the  Town  Council.  I  would  have  a  man  well  paid, 
and  he  should  do  nothing  else  but  value  properties.  I  think  it  would  inspire  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  public  generally  if  we  got  a  properly  qualified  man. 

11556.  What  should  be  his  qualifications  ? — A  man  with  some  knowledge  of  the 
value  of  buildings,  as  well  as  a  knowledge  of  the  value  of  the  ground.  It  would 
be  necessary  that  he  should  be  a  sworn  appraiser,  but  he  should  be  something  beyond 
that.  If  it  be  possible  I  would  like  him  to  be  a  thoroughly  qualified  surveyor  or  an 
architect. 

11557.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  valuers  appointed  by  the  Council  should 
be  subject  to  the  approval  of  some  department  of  the  Government.  For  what  object  ? 
— We  ought  to  be  able  to  determine  as  to  the  value  of  a  man. 

11558.  It  would  be  with  the  object  of  making  the  ratepayers  more  satisfied? — 
The  Government  appoints  two  valuers  who  sit  upon  the  Valuation  Court  to  defend 
the  rights  both  of  the  Council  and  the  citizens,  men  who  are  paid  for  the  purpose. 

11559.  Do  you  think  that  is  sufficient  protection  for  the  ratepayers? — I  do, 
certainly 

11563.  You  mean  coupled  with  the  provision  that  the  valuer  should  be  a  per¬ 
manent  officer  ? — Yes. 

11561.  And  be  a  sworn  appraiser  and  paid  by  the  Council? — Yes,  certainly. 
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11562.  J Lr.  Grurney. ]  Speaking  of  this  valuation  of  properties,  did  you  see  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Moller  before  the  Commission,  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  lesson  which 
the  Jew  was  teaching  to  the  inhabitant  of  Cape  Town  nowadays  in  the  possibility  of 
getting  very  much  higher  rent  out  of  properties  than  has  been  obtained  in  the 
past  ? — We  do  not  want  to  be  taught  the  lessons  of  the  Jew  in  that  respect. 

11563.  Did  you  read  the  evidence  ? — I  believe  I  read  a  portion  of  it. 

11564.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  lesson  that  Cape  Town  is  going  to  learn  and  is  going 
to  act  upon? — I  think  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  a  large  quantity  of  property  has 
been  purchased  by  that  type  of  person  and  rents  have  been  increased  enormously.  I 
know  some  instances  where  the  rents  have  been  actually  trebled,  although  the 
original  rental  was  really  quite  sufficient  considering  the  value  of  the  property.  That, 
however,  was  pure  speculation. 

11565.  And  would  that  form  a  fair  basis  for  increasing  the  valuation  of  surround¬ 
ing  properties  ? — No,  I  think  the  Valuation  Court  have  always  taken  that  into  considera¬ 
tion  with  regard  to  the  valuing  of  other  properties.  It  was  in  that  connection  which  I 
spoke  just  now  in  regard  to  certain  necessary  reductions.  When  some  of  these  men 
have  appeared  before  the  Valuation  Court,  and  it  has  been  put  to  them  what  rental 
they  get  from  the  properties,  we  have  discovered  over  and  over  again  the  exorbitant 
rents  which  they  are  charging.  There  have  been  cases  where  the  owner  of  an  adjoin¬ 
ing  house,  similar  in  all  respects,  was  getting  little  more  than  half.  We  had  to  make 
those  people  who  were  charging  this  heavy  rental  pay  in  proportion.  The  court  did  not 
feel  justified  in  reducing  the  value  of  the  property  when  the  owner  was  getting  such  an 
enormous  rental  for  it.  If,  however,  that  property  changed  hands  and  a  more  reason¬ 
able  rental  was  asked  by  the  new  owner,  an  alteration  in  the  valuation  would  be  made. 
It  is  not  the  custom  of  the  Court  in  such  cases  to  bring  up  the  valuation  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  property,  because  it  would  be  a  wrong  principle.  If  a  man  chooses  to  fleece — 
I  will  use  a  rather  strong  word — these  poor  people,  it  is  Dot  for  us  to  encourage  other 
people  to  do  so. 

11566.  But  according  to  the  evidence,  that  would  appear  to  be  the  principle  upon 
which  Mr.  Moller  would  value  Cape  Town  in  the  future  ? — Mr.  Moller  may  have 
strange  ideas  and  I  do  not  agree  with  all  he  says,  but  I  will  certainly  give  him  credit 
for  this  :  that  he  did  remarkably  well  at  the  last  valuation  although  I  do  not  know 
exactly  upon  what  basis  he  went  to  work. 

11567.  Have  you  given  consideration  to  the  necessity  of  the  Council  getting 
Parliamentary  authority  for  taxing  unocoupied  lands — lands  lying  waste  in  the  hands 
of  speculators  to  be  sold  at  a  more  convenient  period  in  the  future  at  a  profit  ? — 
It  is  only  within  recent  years  that  this  land  has  been  of  value.  The  land  has  become 
valuable  because  of  the  reservoir  which  we  have  built  upon  Table  Mountain,  thus 
making  it  possible  for  a  supply  of  water  to  be  given  to  all  these  places.  Before  that 
all  this  land  on  the  slopes  of  the  mountain  was  practically  valueless  for  revenue 
purposes.  You  could  do  nothing  with  it  without  water.  That  has  been  one  of  the 
benefits  which  oertain  portions  of  the  town,  and  more  particularly  Sea  Point,  has  reaped 
from  the  Table  Mountain  Reservoir. 

11568.  Now,  that  this  land  lias  become  valuable,  and  can  be  built  upon,  ought  not 
the  Council  to  be  able,  more  or  less,  to  force  the  hands  of  the  owners  to  sell  within  a 
reasonable  time  or  bear  a  very  high  taxation  ? — There  has  been  a  very  considerable 
increase  in  the  valuation  of  lands  within  the  last  three  years,  and  the  lands  have  been 
taxed  far  beyond  anythiug  which  they  used  to  have  to  pay.  I  should  say,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  that  the  valuation  has  gone  up  from  300  to  400  per  cent.  ;  so  that  these  people 
are  not  getting  off  quite  so  easily  as  they  were. 

11569.  Do  you  not  think  they  are  getting  olf  far  too  easily  as  it  is  ? — Possibly  so, 
it  is  a  matter  for  consideration  at  all  events. 

11570.  Chairman.']  Just  a  question  as  to  the  difference  between  the  Municipal 
valuation  and  the  Divisional  Council  valuation.  At  no  time  since  1900  has  the 
Municipal  valuation  been  below  £9,000,000,  and  this  year  it  has  exceeded  £12,000,000  ? 
— That  is  so. 

11571.  But  the  Divisional  Council  valuation  of  the  property  of  Cape  Town  at  the 
assessment  of  1901  did  not  reach  quite  £6,000,000? — I  know  that  there  was  a  wide 
difference.  I  do  not  know  exactly  what  the  Act  says  on  the  point,  but  I  believe  that 
the  valuers  are  called  upon  to  make  some  reduction  or  allow  some  slight  percentage  on 
the  Divisional  valuation.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  have  any  warrant  for  that 
under  the  Act,  but  that  appears  to  be  the  view  which  they  have  taken  of  it.  That  is 
one  of  the  reasons  why  we  ought  to  dispense  with  a  double  valuation.  I  think  it  is  an 
absurd  system.  My  own  properties  bear  the  same  valution  for  both  authorities.  I  do 
not  happen  to  be  one  of  those  happy  individuals  who  find  a  difference. 

11572.  You  really  do  not  know  the  explanation  of  the  difference  in  the  two  valua¬ 
tions  ? — I  really  do  not  know  why  any  difference  exists,  but  I  was  under  the  impres- 
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sion  that  there  was  something  of  a  permissive  clause  in  the  Act  which  did  not  demand 
1  '  "J'  "  that  the  valuers  for  Divisional  Council  purposes  should  go  to  the  full  value  of  the 

U'th  .t mu',  1902  properties.  For  Cape  Town  Municipal  purposes  the  valuers  must  set  down  the  value 
at  the  present  market  price.  They  are  sworn  to  do  so,  but  whether  that  applies  to  the 
Divisional  Council  valuations  I  do  not  know. 

11573.  Do  you  see  any  necessity  for  keoping  up  two  valuations? — None 
whatever. 

11571.  Dr.  Gregory. ~[  You  said  that  there  are  two  Government  nominees  on  the 
Valuation  Court  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers,  but  you  also  say  that  certain 
anomalies,  and  therefore  injustice,  have  occurred  in  regard  to  the  valuations? — They 
are  bound  to  occur. 

11575.  So  that  these  two  Government  nominees  have  not  been  able,  entirely,  to 
proteot  the  ratepayers  ? — I  think  they  have,  in  so  far  as  over  valuation  is  concerned. 
When  I  spoke  of  inequalities  existing,  I  spoke  of  under  valuations.  When  a  man  com¬ 
plains  of  his  property  being  over  valued,  he  appears  before  the  Court  and  gives  his 
reasons.  The  Government  nominees  hear  the  reasons,  and  if  they  are  satisfied  with 
them  they  say  so,  and  their  opinion  is  of  great  weight  upon  the  Valuation  Court.  I 
know  of  no  instance  of  the  Valuation  Court  not  having  listened  to  the  opinion  expressed 
by  the  Government  nominees. 

11576.  Of  what  number  does  the  Valuation  Court  consist  ? — The  Council  has  the 
power  to  appoint  the  whole  of  its  members  on  the  Court,  but  it  generally  appoints 
about  five  with  the  two  Government  nominees.  More  members  are  appointed  than  are 
expected  to  be  in  regular  attendance,  because  it  is  considered  that  it  would  be  too 
much  of  a  strain  upon  a  Councillor’s  time  that  he  should  sit  throughout  the  whole 
sittings  of  the  Court,  and  thus  they  are  able  to  relieve  one  another. 

11577.  Who  are  the  Government  nominees? — Mr.  George  Smart  and  Mr.  J.  H. 
Hofmeyr,  the  auctioneer. 

11578.  You  state  that  the  ratepayers  are  always  listened  to  by  the  Valuation 
Court,  but  I  have  heard  of  remarks  to  the  effect  that  the  Valuation  Court  has  not 
always  heard  with  very  great  patience  the  objections  which  have  been  brought  before 
it  ? — I  have  presided  over  three  Valuation  Courts  myself,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  no 
man  can  come  before  me  and  say  that  he  did  not  have  a  fair  hearing.  I  will,  how¬ 
ever,  at  this  point  state  that  at  the  last  Valuation  Court  the  authority  was  exercised — 
which  the  Court  has  been  slow  to  exercise  previously — of  raising  valuations.  That  is 
to  say,  when  a  man  came  to  complain  about  the  value  placed  on  his  property,  and 
when  the  Court  had  looked  into  the  matter  and  found  that  there  was  not  only  no 
reason  for  objection  but  that  the  property  was  actually  undervalued,  they  raised  it. 
That  was  a  novel  procedure,  although  perfectly  legal  and  within  the  power  of  the 
Court,  and  some  of  the  feelings  of  the  objectors  may  have  been  a  little  ruffled  by  it. 
In  some  cases  this  adding  to  the  valuation  resulted  from  the  action  of  the 
objector  in  not  clearly  stating  to  what  he  objected.  For  instance,  a  man 
with  a  number  of  properties — as  has  been  the  habit  in  the  past — on 
seeing  the  Valuation  Boll,  has  just  sent  in  a  notice  saying  that 
he  objected  to  the  valuation  of  his  property.  When  the  matter  has  come 
before  the  Court  and  the  property  was  called  out  the  owner  may  have  said  that  that 
was  not  the  property  to  the  valuation  of  which  he  objected.  But  then  the  Court  may 
have  gone  into  it  and  discovered  that  it  was  undervalued  and  raised  the  valuation 
accordingly.  That  action  of  the  Court  no  doubt  caused  a  great  many  of  intending 
objectors  to  go  away  without  pursuing  their  objections  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  an 
increase. 

11579.  Can  the  Court  only  deal  with  those  properties  to  which  an  objection  has 
been  made  to  the  valuation  by  the  owner? — No,  any  ratepayer  may  raise  an  objection 
against  the  valuation  of  any  property. 

11580.  Then  without  an  objection  the  Court  cannot  deal  with  any  valuation  ? — 
No,  the  Court  do  not  deal  with  properties  in  regard  to  which  no  objection  is  raised. 
There  must  be  an  objection,  either  as  to  the  under- valuing  or  the  over-valuing. 

11581.  When  you  say  that  the  Court  should  remain  as  it  is,  I  presume  you  are 
looking  at  it  from  the  point  of  view  of  Cape  Town  only  and  not  in  connection  with 
the  valuations  of  the  Peninsula  generally  ? — I  do  not  see  any  difficulty  in  carrying 
out  the  principle  I  have  suggested  everywhere.  I  believe  it  would  be  the  soundest 
principle  under  all  circumstances.  A  permanent  man  is  far  more  likely  to  get  at  the 
actual  value  than  ever-changing  valuers.  It  so  happens  that  we  have  had  our  present 
valuers  for  two  or  three  years.  We  had  other  applications  for  the  post  and  it  has  been 
a  matter  of  tendering.  That  is  an  objection  in  itself. 

11582.  You  do  not  think  that  this  matter  of  tendering  for  the  work  is  a  good 
principle  ? — I  do  not  think  that  it  is.  I  believe  in  having  a  permanent  man  well  paid 
for  the  duty. 
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11583.  Do  you  think,  as  a  general  principle,  that  the  local  authority — -I  do  not 
say  the  Cape  Town  Council — should  constitute  the  Valuation  Court  and  appoint  the 
valuer  ? — I  think  so.  I  see  no  reason  why  they  should  not. 

11584.  Only  that  they  are  the  most  interested  party? — No,  we  are  all  property  owners. 

11585.  But  is  not  that  a  very  good  way  of  saying  that  you  are  interested? — Why 
should  we  be  disqualified  from  selecting  a  suitable  man  ?  On  what  grounds?  Simply 
because  we  own  property  ?  I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  that  is  an  advantage  rather 
than  otherwise. 

11586  That  is  from  the  individual  point  of  view,  but  from  the  collective  stand¬ 
point,  as  the  local  authority,  it  is  of  material  importance  to  you  what  the  rateable  value 
happens  to  be  ? — No,  we  do  not  take  that  view  at  all.  I  emphatically  deny  anything  of 
that  sort.  In  our  considerations  or  debates  we  have  never  looked  upon  it  that  we  were 
hoping  the  valuer  would  bring  up  an  excessive  value  because  we  wanted  it.  Nothing 
of  the  kind.  We  have  never  done  any  such  thing.  The  valuers  take  the  oath  to  do 
what  is  right,  and  when  they  have  got  that  instruction  they  go  and  do  it,  and  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  them. 

11587.  It  has  been  given  in  evidence  in  regard  to  certain  local  authorities,  that  the 
matter  of  increasing  their  valuation  has  influenced  them,  in  a  measure,  in  selecting 
their  valuer  ? — I  must  confess  I  know  of  nothing  of  that  sort  in  our  Municipality, 
during  my  connection  with  it,  in  any  form  whatever.  I  never  remember  any  such  a 
point  as  that  being  mentioned. 

11588.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  Valuation  Court  should  consist  of  gentle¬ 
men  appointed  by  the  Government  so  as  to  constitute  quite  an  independent  Court  — 
quite  independent  of  any  Council — to  review  the  valuations.  What  would  be  your 
objection  to  such  a  Court  ? — I  have  a  distinct  objection.  I  believe  that  the  Council 
are  qualified  for  the  work,  and  as  they  have  the  spending  power  with  regard  to  it  it  is 
absolutely  neoessary  that  they  should  have  some  say  in  the  revision  of  these  valuations 
and  not  leave  it  to  any  person  outside.  Why  should  a  Government  nominee  not  be 
biassed  as  much  as  a  Council  official  ?  He  would  only  be  human  and  would  probably 
have  his  friends  who  would  come  off  a  great  deal  better  than  they  now  do.  We  are  quite 
as  capable  as  any  men  who  might  be  appointed.  I  should  certainly  object  to  your 
proposal,  and  I  think  you  will  admit  this  fact,  that  four  or  five  men  from  a  Town 
Council  forming  a  Court  will  be  pretty  well  certain  to  know  what  is  correct,  and  it  has 
been  my  experience  that  there  is  nothing  like  jobbery  or  collusion  about  them.  They 
are  too  independent  in  their  way  of  thinking  for  anything  of  that  sort.  You  are  more 
likely  to  get  justice  from  them  than  from  any  individual. 

11589.  Of  course,  you  quite  understand  that  there  is  no  intention  of  suggesting 
anything  of  that  sort  ? — That  may  be,  but  there  is  a  reason  for  the  question. 

11590.  Asa  matter  of  principle,  you  claim  that  the  Council  should  do  this  work 
because  they  have  the  spending  of  the  money  ? — They  have  large  responsibilities  in 
connection  with  the  town,  and  I  think  they  are  quite  as  capable  as  any  other  body  to 
do  the  work. 

11591.  But  why  should  the  reason  that  they  have  the  spending  of  the  money  be 
advanced  for  their  sitting  as  a  Valuation  Court  ?  Is  that  not  a  reason  why  they  should 
not  sit  ? —  No,  I  think  it  is  necessary,  ^.ny  revision  should  be  by  them.  I  maintain 
that  justice  will  be  given  by  them,  which  is  all  we  want  and  which  is  all  the  inhabitants 
have  a  right  to  expect. 

11592.  Let  us  take  ourselves  out  of  Cape  Town  and  consider  the  Peninsula  as  a 
whole.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  a  good  principle  that  the  valuation  of  the  properties  in 
the  Peniusula  should  be  subjected  to  a  number  of  different  small  Courts,  rather  than  to 
one  well  constituted  and  official  permanent  Court  ? — I  am  not  in  favour  of  the  number 
of  Municipalities  that  we  have.  I  have  always  looked  upon  their  creation  as  a  mistake, 
and  therefore  what  I  would  apply  to  the  Municipalities  I  would  apply  to  the  Courts. 
I  object  to  them,  and  I  cannot  understand  how  they  have  been  able  to  maintain  them. 
It  has  been  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  Peninsula. 

11593.  Your  remedy  for  any  difficulties  would  be  to  apply  the  Cape  Town 
Valuation  Court  to  those  areas  rather  than  to  establish  an  independent  Court  ? — If  there 
was  an  amalgamation  the  people  would  have  their  representatives  on  the  Council,  ami, 
naturally,  have  a  voice  in  the  selection  of  the  Court.  Consideration  would  also  be 
given  to  representatives  from  the  centres  affected. 

11594.  Should  not  the  appointment  of  that  permanent  valuer,  of  which  you  spoke, 
be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Government? — I  do  not  know  that.  For  what 
purpose  would  you  have  it?  1  see  no  object  to  be  gained.  We  already  appoint  our 
chief  officials  such  as  our  Engineer  and  our  Town  Clerk.  If  there  was  any  objection  to 
our  selection  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  the  Government  should  not  call  attention  to 
it.  But  I  think  that  in  the  matter  of  the  appointment  they  would  rather  trust  the  local 
governing  body  to  deal  with  it. 


Mr. 

Thomas  Ball. 
10th  June,  1902. 


Mr. 

ims  Pa/L 
une,  1902. 


11595.  You  mentioned  that  your  system  of  valuation  should  consist  in  taking  the 
frontage,  as  well  as  the  depth  of  the  premises,  and  the  height  of  the  building. 
Does  that  not  really  mean  the  valuing  of  the  site  and  then  the  building- 
on  the  site? — No,  I  was  only  explaining  the  system  which  ought  to  be  adopted. 
When  the  valuer  brought  forward  his  estimate  he  would  not  discriminate  between 
them. 

11596.  But  it  really  means  that  the  valuation  would  be  in  two  parts,  one  for  the 
site  and  one  for  the  building  ? — Yea,  the  man  would  value  upon  that  principle,  hut  he 
would  not  come  before  the  Council  and  say  that  the  building  was  worth  so  much  and 
the  land  so  much.  He  would  simply  present  the  total.  It  would,  however,  require  a 
permanent  official  to  go  into  all  those  details.  The  present  system  of  giving  a  man 
three  months  or  even  four  months  to  go  around  the  Municipality  and  value  all  the 
properties  is  wrong.  The  time  is  not  sufficient  to  give  a  man  the  opportunity  of 
satisfying  himself  upon  all  the  necessary  facts. 

11597.  How  would  you  provide  for  the  removal  of  your  valuer  if  he  was  not  satis¬ 
factory  ? — I  should  have  him  upon  the  same  conditions  as  the  City  Engineer  or  any 
other  official.  I  would  not  have  him  removable  because  of  some  petty  objection  by 
some  member.  It  must  he  a  matter  of  principle,  that  he  is  not  qualified  for  the  work, 
or  does  not  do  the  work,  and  that  would  be  settled  by  the  whole  Council,  the  same 
as  it  is  now  done. 

11598.  You  would  have  him  an  official  of  the  Council  to  devote  his  whole  time  to 
the  work,  hut  would  there  be  enough  for  him  to  do  ? — Yes,  there  would  be  plenty. 

There  would  be  the  interim  valuations,  also,  which  as  I  have  told  you  amount  to  nearly 
£500,000  a  year.  There  would  be  quite  enough  for  him  to  do,  and  in  the  end  it  would 
be  cheaper  for  the  Council  to  have  permanent  men  the  whole  year  around. 

11599.  Now,  presuming  that  you  appointed  a  permanent  official  with  the 
qualifications  which  you  have  mentioned,  and  he  turned  out  unsatisfactory,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  get  rid  of  him  ? — I  do  not  see  why.  It  would  be 
no  more  difficult  than  getting  rid  of  any  other  professional  man.  It  might  be  a  delicate 
thing,  perhaps,  but  it  has  to  be  done  sometimes,  and  it  is  done  if  the  man  is  unsuitable. 

11600.  Chairman .]  In  the  matter  of  the  valuation  of  the  town,  have  you  never 
heard  of  any  suggestion  that  one  man  should  be  employed  to  do  the  work  rather  than 
another  because  he  was  in  the  habit  of  valuing  high  or  low  ? — Never. 

11601.  Coming  to  the  matter  of  waterworks.  What  works  did  you  find  to  be  in 
existence  when  you  came  on  to  the  Council? — The  Woodhead  Reservoir  on  Table 
Mountain  was  being  constructed.  It  was  getting  well  on  towards  completion.  The 
tunnel  had  already  been  constructed. 

11602.  That  reservoir  was  designed  to  collect  the  water  from  the  area  on  the  top 
of  Table  Mountain  and  bring  it  by  pipes  through  the  tunnel  along  the  western  side  of 
the  mountain  into  the  reservoirs  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain? — Yes,  but  first  of  all  to 
the  Mocke  Reservoir,  which  is  on  the  Kloof  Nek.  That  is  a  distributing  reservoir  for 
Sea  Point  and  other  portions  of  the  Municipality. 

11603.  What  was  the  Woodhead  Reservoir  designed  to  hold? — 225,000,000 
gallons. 

11604,  And  when  it  was  completed,  was  it  found  that  the  run-off  from  that 
collecting  area  was  more  than  sufficient  to  fill  it  ? — Oh,  yes. 

11605.  A  nd,  therefore,  it  was  suggested,  and  eventually  resolved,  to  construct  a 
second  reservoir  to  catch  that  extra  supply  ? — Yes. 

11606.  Upon  whose  advice  was  that  done? — Well,  Sir  John  Woodhead  took  a 
great  interest  in  the  matter.  He  was  very  strong  upon  the  question.  Of  course,  Mr. 
Stewart  was  the  engineer.  He  built  the  reservoir,  though  he  was  not  the  engineer  for 
the  tunnel.  He  is  also  the  engineer  for  the  reservoir  now  under  construction. 

11607.  Were  figures  put  before  the  Council  to  show  that  there  would  be  run-off 
sufficient  to  fill  the  second  reservoir  ? — Yes,  a  table  of  that  sort  was  supplied.  Mr. 
Stewart  gave  us  the  information. 

11608.  Do  you  remember  at  what  amount  that  run-off  was  calculated  ? — No,  I 
cannot  tell. 

11609.  But  the  Council  were  satisfied  with  the  statements  of  Mr.  Stewart  ? — Yes. 

11610.  Was  there  any  other  engineer  in  consultation  with  him? — No,  it  was 
entirely  upon  his  recommendation  that  we  proceeded  to  build  the  second  reservoir. 

11611.  And  you  built  that  reservoir  on  the  understanding  that  the  run-off  would 
be  sufficient  to  fill  it? — Yes.  Mr.  Stewart  had  the  gaugings  of  the  rainfall  and  he 
said  that  they  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  fill  the  reservoir.  He  also  told  us  that  there 
was  more  water  to  be  bad  on  the  mountain,  but  that  to  be  able  to  catch  it  we  would 
have  to  go  in  for  very  costly  works  so  that  it  would  not  be  worth  our  whde. 

11612.  Could  you  get  the  figures  which  he  supplied  to  the  Council  ? — I  would 
not  answer  for  that,  but  I  know  that  the  figures  perfectly  satisfied  us  that  there  was 
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water  enough  to  fill  the  reservoir.  ],  myself,  was  opposed  to  the  second  reservoir  Mr. 
being  constructed.  I  was  never  in  favour  of  its  construction  and  I  voted  against  it.  Thomas  Ball 

11613.  What  were  your  reasons  for  being  opposed  to  it  ? — My  reason  was  that  I  ‘10th  TuUPi  1902 
considered  that  the  first  reservoir  was  ample  to  supply  all  the  upper  levels  of  the  town. 

I  spoke  to  Sir  John  Woodhead  and  said  that  I  must  oppose  the  second  reservdr 
because  I  considered  that  we  had  made  plenty  of  provision  for  the  higher 
levels  of  the  town,  and  that  the  second  reservoir  which  we  intended  mak¬ 
ing  would  be  quite  insufficient  for  our  wants  in  the  future,  and  I  was 
rather  in  favour  of  spendiug  £200,000  or  £300,000  on  a  more  permanent 
supply  than  spending  £150,000  on  the  second  reservoir  on  the  top  of  the  mountain. 

I  do  not  say  that  the  reservoir  is  not  good  in  itself,  but  the  probability  is  that  at  an 
early  date  we  shall  have  to  seek  water  from  elsewhere.  The  supply  from  the  mountain 
will  soon  be  insufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the  city.  It  would  have  been  wiser  for 
us  to  have  had  this  £150,000,  or  nearly  £200,000,  which  this  second  reservoir  is  going 
to  cost  us,  to  devote  to  the  purposes  of  bringing  the  water  from  some  permanent  stream 
into  the  town.  I  was,  however,  only  a  young  member  of  the  Council  when  this 
matter  was  before  us. 

11614.  But  were  your  views  represented  on  the  Council? — I  voted  against  the 

loan. 

11615.  What  was  the  estimated  oost  of  this  second  reservoir? — Tue  original 
estimate  was  £112,000. 

11616.  And  up  to  the  present,  what  has  been  the  expenditure  upon  it  ? — About 
£130,000,  and  I  believe  that  the  latent  report  shews  that  it  will  cost  about  £192,000  to 
complete  it. 

116  L7.  And  then  what  will  be  its  capacity  ? — About  200,000,000  gallons. 

11618.  And  even  with  that  storage  you  will  not  have  sufficient  for  the  prospective 
needs  of  the  city  ? — Only  for  a  time.  Not  for  any  lengthened  period. 

11619.  From  that  point  of  view  you  entirely  agree  with  Mr.  Roberts,  who  says 
that  the  Council  will  have  to  look  further  afield  for  new  storage  ? — Yes,  we  may  go  on 
for  a  matter  of  10  years  before  it  is  urgently  required. 

11620.  What  do  you  estimate  the  actual  overflow  from  the  Woodhead  Reservoir 
to  be  ? — I  cannot  say.  I  was  a  new  member  of  the  Council  when  this  matter  was 
brought  up.  I  did  not  know  much  about  the  business,  but  I  represented  my  opinions 
to  Sir  John  Woodhead,  who  was  Mayor  at  the  time,  and  to  whom  we  owe  a  good  deal 
for  having  got  so  much  water  as  we  have. 

11621.  In  the  arrangement  of  your  reservoirs,  does  the  one  now  in  existence  get 
the  first  flow  of  the  water  ? — No,  it  will  get  the  second  flow. 

11622.  Then  the  one  now  being  constructed  will  get  the  bulk  of  the  water  and 
the  overflow  from  it  will  fall  into  the  existing  reservoir  ? — Yes,  it  is  higher  up  the 
valley,  that  is  all. 

11623.  Has  the  Town  Council  had  under  consideration  any  other  schemes  for 
augmenting  the  water  supply  ? — I  will  not  say  under  consideration,  but  we  have  had 
lots  of  suggestions.  Tnere  is,  however,  really  nothing  before  us. 

11624.  Has  there  been  any  soheme  before  the  Council  of  the  details  of  which  the 
Council  do  not  consider  it  advisable  to  make  public? — We  have  no  details  of  any 
scheme  before  us  at  the  present  time. 

11625.  Your  consulting  engineer,  Mr.  Stewart,  has  he  any  standing  commission 
to  suggest  schemes  for  augmenting  supply  ? — He  has  no  standing  commission,  though 

we  occasionally  enquire  from  him,  at  least  we  have  done  so,  as  to  other  likely  schemes.  + 

We  have  asked  him  to  make  inquiries,  but  there  are  objections  to  the  consideration  of 

any  scheme  by  us.  In  the  first  place,  we  have  no  power  to  go  outside  our  own 

boundary  ;  we  are  not  in  the  same  position  as  other  Municipalities.  Even  the  small 

suburban  Municipalities  have  the  power  which  we  do  not  possess.  Therefore  for  us  to 

take  any  action  outside  our  boundaries  is  rather  difficult. 

11626.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  The  Public  Health  Act,  which  gives  these  powers,  applies 
tovou? — We  cannot  always  claim  under  the  Public  Health  Act.  We  cannot  go  and 
say  that  our  immediate  necessities  demand  tha*  our  water  supply  should  be  augmented 
at  once.  The  conditions  under  which  we  might  claim  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
do  not  really  exist  so  as  to  enable  us  to  put  it  into  force. 

11627.  But  it  is  in  force  ? — Not  for  that  particular’-  matter,  as  I  understand  it. 

The  information  which  we  have  got  shows  that  it  would  have  to  be  very  considerably 
stretched  if  we  came  under  its  provisions.  Perhaps  in  10  years  we  would  be  so  short 
of  water  that  we  would  be  able  to  come  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

11628.  But  surely  you  have  powers  to  carry  out  a  scheme  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  ? — I  may  say  that  one  of  our  reasons  for  desiring  the  appointment  of  this 
Commission  was  that  we  thought  it  might  be  possible  for  proposals  to  come  from  the 
Commission  which  would  put  the  position  in  a  clear  light  and,  in  fact,  that  the 
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•g  i  Commission  would  be  able  to  recommend  the  obtainiug  for  a  permanent  supply  of 
water  for  Cape  Town  and  the  Peninsula  of  some  streams  which  are  well  known  to 
•  190-«  exist  at  no  great  distance  from  the  city.  We  thought  that  this  recommendation  might 
lead  the  Government  to  introduce  such  legislation  that,  whilst  protecting  what  may  be 
termed  the  riparian  owner,  and  giving  him  all  the  water  that  he  is  entitled  to  at  the 
present  moment,  the  rest  should  be  declared  public  water,  and  therefore  that  the  people 
of  the  city  and  the  Peninsula  should  not  be  compelled  to  pay  for  that  which  is  running, 
and  would  otherwise  run,  to  waste.  Mind  you,  we  would  have  the  interests  of  the 
people  along  the  stream  perfectly  protected  both  in  summer  and  winter.  They  should 
be  given  all  the  water  that  they  need  but  we  should  not  be  compelled  to  pay  huge 
sums  to  any  person  simply  because  his  farm  happened  to  be  upon  the  stream.  We  do 
not  possess  these  powers  and  that  was  our  object  in  recommending  the  establishment 
of  this  Commission.  We  would  like  this  Commission,  if  possible,  to  make  some  such 
proposals  to  the  Government,  to  enable  us  to  get  that  supply  of  water  which  will,  in 
the  future,  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  people,  without 
being  unreasonably  charged  for  it. 

11629.  But  Cape  Town  possesses  the  same  powers  as  the  suburban  Municipalities 
in  regard  to  going  outside  its  own  district  ? — I  may  have  been  wrongly  informed,  but 
that  is  my  information,  that  we  have  not  got  the  power.  I  believe  that  if  we  had 
understood  that  we  had  that  power,  we  should  have  made  a  movement  at  a  very  much 
earlier  date  than  this.  It  was  our  information  that  we  had  no  power  in  that  direction. 

11630.  Chairman.']  Although  you  may  have  the  power  under  the  Health  Act, 
the  probability  is  that  you  would  require  more  powers  ? — Yes. 

11631.  The  fact  is  that  mere  power  is  required  to  be  given  to  the  Municipality, 
in  that  behalf,  than  at  present  it  legally  has  ?  —Yes. 

11632.  And  there  lies  the  deficiency  in  the  general  legislation  on  the  subject  ? — 
It  is  deficient. 

11633.  You  are  quite  clear  upon  the  point  that  the  Commission  may  take  it  from 
you  that  neither  the  Town  Council  nor  your  engineers  have  any  water  scheme,  so  to 
speak,  “  up  their  sleeve  ”  which  they  do  not  wish  the  public  generally  to  know  about? 
— No,  we  have  not,  although  several  suggestions  have  been  made. 

11634.  You  have  “  a  clean  slate  ”  upon  this  matter  ? — Yes. 

11635.  And  are  quite  open  to  any  reasonable  suggestions  that  this  Commission 
may  make  ? — Yes. 

11636.  Mr.  Gurney.]  There  is  a  very  common  idea  with  “the  man  in  the 
street,”  especially  in  times  of  heavy  rain  like  the  present,  that  there  is  an  immense 
quantity  of  water  running  to  waste  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  and  Cape  Town  which  ought  to 
be  saved.  With  reference  to  this  source,  will  you  give  us  any  remarks? — We  have 
thought  a  good  deal  about  that.  In  the  first  place,  we  do  not  agree  with  the  advisa¬ 
bility  of  placing  reservoirs  on  the  face  of  Table  Mountain,  especially  seeing  that 
the  cost  would  be  so  very  great.  At  present,  with  our  reservoirs  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  we  simply  dam  up  a  gorge  and  we  have  just  one  wall  to  build,  but  if  you 
had  to  build  reservoirs  on  the  face  of  the  mountain  they  would  have  to  be  complete  in 
themselves.  There  would  be  no  natural  wall  for  the  reservoir,  and  then  if  anything 
went  wrong  it  would  be  a  very  serious  matter.  With  the  reservoirs 
on  Table  Mountain,  if  anything  happened  to  go  wrong  there  would 
be  no  particular  damage,  because  the  water  could  run  along  through 
its  natural  channel  and  could  not  do  any  really  serious  harm.  Where  there  is  water 
running  to  waste  at  the  present  time  the  cost  of  storing  it  would  be  prohibitive.  Then 
again  it  would  never  really  be  a  satisfactory  source  of  supply.  It  would  be  ever  so  much 
better  if  we  could  have  a  running  stream  rather  than  more  reservoirs.  We  could  not 
make  one  large  reservoir  on  the  face  of  Table  Mountain  to  impound  all  these  waters. 
What  we  should  have  to  have  would  be  a  lot  of  small  reservoirs  which  would  be 
very  costly  to  build  and  very  intricate  in  their  working.  Certainly  their  disadvantages 
would  outweigh  their  advantages.  At  any  i  ate  it  would  be  far  preferable  to  go  in 
for  a  permanent  scheme  and  the  cost,  in  the  long  run,  would  be  smaller. 

11637.  Chairman.]  Then  really  the  case  is  this  :  that  although  there  is  plenty  of 
water  running  to  waste  the  cost  of  preserving  it  would  be  considerable  and  the  danger 
would  also  be  great  ? — Yes,  I  think  that  the  objections  to  those  reservoirs  are  very 
strong. 

11638.  We  see  an  instance  of  that  in  the  suburbs  where  they  are  constructing  a 
very  small  reservoir  at  an  enormous  cost? — Yes,  on  the  back  of  the  mountain  it  is 
equally  difficult  to  build  a  reservoir.  On  the  top  of  the  mountain  we  are  practically 
impounding  the  water  in  a  valley  by  damming  up  the  narrow  end,  consequently  the 
work  is  comparatively  cheap. 

11639.  Mr.  Gurney.]  Has  the  Town  Council  given  any  attention  to  boring  ? — 
No,  no  serious  attention.  We  had  advice  from  Mr.  Wood,  the  hydraulic  engineer, 
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who  was  here  in  1885  or  1886.  I,  myself,  had  frequent  conversations  with  him.  He  at 

was  entirely  opposed  to  boring,  as  he  said  that  there  was  no  real  value  to  be  obtained  ’ ’A-  " 

from  it.  We  have  also  put  some  questions  to  Mr.  Stewart,  our  consulting  engineer,  on  the  loth  June,  1902. 

subject,  and  we  have  received  similar  replies.  If  we  bored  a  hole  it  would  mean 

pumping  up  the  water,  and  the  quantity  to  be  obtained  would  be  insufficient  at  the 

best.  At  any  rate  those  are  the  views  which  have  been  put  forward.  I,  personally, 

have  no  views  on  the  matter. 

11640.  Chairman .]  What  is  the  supply  per  head  per  diem  that  you  allow  the 
people  of  Cape  Town  under  ordinary  circumstances  ? — The  consumption  works  out  at 
from  28  to  30  gallons  per  head  per  diem. 

11641.  Is  that  amount  actually  supplied  at  the  present  time? — We  are  actually 
supplying  at  the  present  time  2,312,000  gallons  per  diem.  Of  course  a  portion  of  this 
is  taken  by  the  Docks  to  which  we  supply  243,000  gallons  per  diem,  or  77,000,000  in 
the  year.  That  was  the  quantity  supplied  last  year,  which  is  a  very  large  iucrease  over 
1898.  It  is  an  increase  of  more  than  100  per  cent.,  and  whether  it  will  continue  or 
not  is  a  question. 

11642.  Has  the  demand  for  what  is  called  trade  purposes  increased  very  much? — - 
It  is  gradually  increasing. 

11643.  And  is  it  likely  to  increase  in  your  opinion  ? — The  proportion  of  the 
supply  is  at  present  put  down  as  follows : — 22‘4  gallons  for  domestic  purposes  ;  3-6 
gallons  for  trade  purposes,  and  2-9  gallons  for  the  Docks.  That  is  the  proportion  in 
which  the  supply  of  the  28  9  gallons  per  head  per  day  is  calculaied  to  be  divided.  The 
increase  has  been  very  great  during  the  last  few  years.  Last  year  the  Imperial 
Military  authorities  used  50,000,000  gallons  for  their  troops.  Of  course,  we  do  not 
expeot  that  to  continue. 

11644.  Have  you  formed  any  estimate  of  what  you  ought  to  be  working  up  to  for 
the  next  15  or  20  years  in  Cape  Town  ? — I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  consider  any 
scheme  which  will  give  anything  less  than  10,000,000  gallons  per  day.  Anything 
under  that  is  not  worth  bothering  about  The  least  we  ought  to  go  in  for  is  a  scheme 
of  those  dimensions. 

11645.  You  mean  a  scheme  that  could  be  worked  up  to  that,  even  if  it  was  not 
required  to  produce  that  amount  at  once  ? — Certainly. 

11646.  Do  you  mean  that  supply  even  in  addition  to  your  present  supply  ? — Yes, 

I  would  go  for  a  scheme  that  would  work  out  at  that,  independent  of  what  we  have  at 
presen  It  is  not  necessary  that  all  that  amount  should  be  brought  into  town  at  the 
present  time,  but  it  should  be  possible  to  work  up  to  that. 

11647.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  You  estimate  in  your  evidence  that  we  can  run  on  with 
our  present  supply,  and  the  supply  under  completion,  for  the  next  ten  years  ? — I  would 
not  give  that  as  a  definite  statement.  It  is  possible.  But  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  last  two  or  three  years,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  form  anything  like  an  accurate  idea 
of  the  future  growth  of  the  city.  The  circumstances  have  been  so  exceptional  that  we 
are  able  to  form  no  basis  upon  them. 

11648.  I  mentioned  tbe  matter  because  Mr.  Roberts,  your  engineer,  is  rather  of 
opinion  that  a  fresh  supply  should  be  sought  and  the  works  for  bringing  it  in  should  bo 
undertaken  immediately  ? — I  thiuk,  with  him,  that  the  construction  of  a  water  supply 
system  is  a  matter  that  takes  along  time  and  we  ought  to  put  it  in  hand  as  soon  as 
possible.  He  is  certaiuly  quite  right  in  his  remarks,  and  I  am  not  anxious  to  postpone 
any  action.  My  own  opinion,  however,  is  that  we  have  now  a  fair  supply  for  perhaps 
the  next  ten  years  to  come. 

11649.  Mr.  Roberts  seemed  to  think  that,  even  with  the  second  reservoir  in  good 
working  order,  the  city  would  be  in  the  same  position  as  it  was  last  summer  within 
two  or  three  years’  time  ? — It  is  purely  a  matter  of  opinion.  He  may  be  basing  his 
calculations  upon  the  exceptional  circumstances  which  we  have  been  passing  through. 

I  am,  however,  quite  at  one  with  him  that  no  delay  should  take  place. 

11650.  Chairman.']  I  think  that  Mr.  Roberts  based  his  calculation  on  tbe 
assumption,  that  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  store  water  for  seven  months’ 
supply. — I  think  quite  six  months  should  be  provided  for  by  storage. 

11651.  That  is  if  you  have  no  permanent  running  supply  ? — That  is  so. 

11652.  Dr.  Gregory.]  You  say  that  your  second  reservoir  is  going  to  cost  you 
about  75  per  cent,  more  than  was  originally  estimated  ? — Pretty  nearly,  I  suppose. 

11653.  And  you  state  that  that  increased  cost  is  partly  due  to  the  increased  cost 
of  labour  and  material  ? — Partly. 

11654.  What  is  the  main  cause  of  the  extra  expenditure  that  would  be  necessary  ? 

—  When  the  reservoir  was  authorised,  we  had  sections  before  us  showing  the  extent  to 
which  the  foundations  for  the  darn  were  to  be  carried.  As  the  excavations  for  the 
foundations^were  being  made,  there  was  one  place  found  to  be  soft.  The  result  was 
that  the  engineer  considered  it  necessary  to  go  to  a  considerable  depth  in  filling  up 

AAAA  2 


572 


Mr ^  this  soft  plaoe,  because  he  did  uot  feel  justified  in  putting  down  a  foundation  where 
The*  '♦  luiH.  j.perQ  was  a  fault  and  where  there  would  be  possible  serious  leakage.  It  was  estimated 
ii>th  June,  1902.  that  the  further  cost  of  repairing  this  fault  would  be  £35,000.  As  you  are  aware,  it 
has  been  most  difficult  to  get  labour.  The  coloured  labour,  which  is  largely 
used  on  the  mountain,  the  work  being  principally  excavation  work  and 
the  throwing  of  concrete  into  the  hole,  has  been  especially  difficult 
to  obtain.  It  has  been  most  costly,  and  its  scarcity  has  seriously 
retarded  the  work.  I  had  been  in  the  hope  that  we  should  have  been  able  to  use  the 
new  reservoir  by  the  end  of  the  coming  summer,  but  I  am  afraid  that  is  now  out  of 
the  question.  We  did  authorise  Mr.  Stewart  to  offer  an  extra  inducement  to  get  men 
to  work  upon  the  mountain,  but  that  has  not  been  very  successful.  The  report  of  Mr. 
Stewart  on  the  probable  final  cost  of  the  work  has  not  yet  been  before  the  Council,  but 
I  may  say  that  it  is  likely  to  cost  us  an  increase  of  at  least  £40,000,  practically 
attributable  to  increased  cost  of  labour  and  material.  That  will  mean,  altogether,  a 
total  of  £192,000,  or  you  may  put  it  down  in  round  figures  at  £200,000  as  the  final 
oost  of  the  work. 

11655.  Then  you  put  it  that  the  increased  cost  is  due  to  the  extent  of  £35,000  for 
the  soft  bottom  and  £40,000  for  increased  cost  of  labour  and  material  ? — That  is  the 
estimate  at  present. 

11656.  When  your  engineer  estimated  for  the  cost  of  the  reservoir,  did  he  take 
borings  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  ground  upon  which  he  was  going  to  put  his 
foundations  ? — I  do  not  know  about  that.  The  other  reservoir  was  built  entirely 
under  his  control,  and  I  presume  that  lie  ought  to  have  known  from  his  experience  what 
he  had  to  contend  with.  Of  course  must  not  be  forgotten  that  this  soft  part  is  only 
ahout  100  feet  long,  and  I  can  quite  understand  that  borings  might  have  been  made 
without  it  having  been  come  across.  The  wall  is  of  an  enormous  length  and  a  dozen 
bore  holes  might  have  been  put  down  along  its  extent  without  coming  across  this  soft 
spot. 

11657.  What  length  does  the  soft  spot  bear  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  the 
wall  ? — Very  small.  I  imagine  that  the  soft  spot  is  about  100  feet  in  length  whilst 
the  wall  is  about  2,000  feet  in  length.  I  do  not  exactly  know  the  length  of  the  wall 
but  that  is  what  I  estimate  it  to  be.  It  happens,  most  unfortunately,  that  this  spot 
is  pretty  well  in  the  centre  of  the  wall,  at  its  most  important  point. 

11658.  Has  it  been  ascertained  how  deep  it  goes  P — The  work  in  connection  with 
this  soft  part  has  been  finished  and  it  is  now  filled  up  again  with  concrete.  The  hole 
was  dug  out  to  a  great  depth — I  believe  60  or  70  feet — and  then  was  filled  up  with 
concrete.  You  can  imagine  that  it  was  an  enormous  quantity. 

11659.  I  understand  you  are  in  favour  of  a  large  scheme  to  satisfy  the  whole  of 
the  requirements  of  the  Peninsula  as  well  as  of  Cape  Town  ? — Of  course,  Cape  Town 
will  have  to  look  after  water  itself,  but  I  believe  that  the  idea,  at  the  time  at  all  events, 
was  that  if  any  scheme  was  introduced  to  supply  all  the  Municipalities  we  would 
undertake  the  work  and  supply  the  others  with  the  water.  This,  of  course,  is  all  a 
matter  for  amicable  arrangement.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  agreed  that  there 
should  be  amalgamation  for  the  purpose  of  water  supply  we  would  be  quite  in  favour 
of  coming  to  an  understanding  to  take  from  any  amalgamated  body  what  water  we 
required. 

11660.  You  would  be  prepared  to  take  water  from  either  a  combined  authority  or 
you  would  be  prepared  to  run  a  scheme  entirely  by  yourselves  ? — If  we  could  get  the 
water  we  would  not  be  averse  to  that. 

11661.  You  would  not  stand  in  the  way  by  saying  that  this  water  scheme  must 
be  run  by  Cape  Town  solely  ? — I  do  not  think  that  that  would  constitute  a  difficulty 
with  us,  only  we  would  not  want  our  present  water  supply  interfered  with. 

11662.  You  spoke  about  amalgamation  just  now.  Were  you  thinking  more  of  a 
general  amalgamation  ? — Yes,  of  the  suburban  Municipalities. 

11663.  But  would  you  be  prepared,  assuming  that  a  general  amalgamation  did 
not  take  place,  to  have  an  amalgamation  of  water  interests  under  a  joint  authority  ? — 
I  do  not  think  we  should  be  prepared  to  allow  any  interference  with  our  present 
system.  But  there  is  just  this  point — that  if  a  Board  was  formed  to  control  a  large 
supply  of  water,  and  Cape  Town  required  water,  we  would  be  prepared  to  take 
additional  water  from  that  Board.  At  the  same  time  we  would  not  be  prepared  to 
hand  over  our  water  system  entirely  to  that  Board. 
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WEDNESDAY,  11th  JUNE,  1902 


Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 
Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 


Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman). 

Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 


Mr.  Thomas  Ball,  C.M.G.,  further  examined. 


Mr. 

Jhotnas  Ball. 


11664.  Chairman . ]  We  will  now  proceed  with  your  evidence,  Mr.  Ball,  from 

where  you  left  off  yesterday  ? — Yes  ;  but  before  you  go  on,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  _ 

like  to  correct  what  appears,  from  the  newspaper  reports,  to  have  been  an  erroneous  nth  June,  1902. 
impression  left  by  my  evidence  yesterday  when  I  made  reference  to  our  system  of  book¬ 
keeping.  From  the  reports,  it  would  appear  that  I  conveyed  the  impression  that  I 
considered  that  there  was  no  need  at  all  for  any  change  in  our  present 
system  of  bookkeeping.  I  don’t  think  I  made  that  assertion.  As  far  as  I 
remember,  I  stated,  in  answer  to  a  question  on  that  point,  that  we  had  not  suffered 
any  loss  from  the  present  system,  but  that  such  expansion  has  taken  place 
in  the  business  of  the  Council  that  some  change  of  our  system  of  bookkeep¬ 
ing  might  be  desirable.  I  may  say  we  have  debated  the  matter,  but  we  have 
been  reluctant  to  make  any  change  so  far.  At  the  same  time,  as  I  say,  the  business 
has  grown  to  such  an  extent  that  a  change  might  be  necessary. 

11665.  Mr.  Gurney  C\  But  you  fully  reoognise  the  necessity  of  keeping  within  the 
lines  as  laid  down  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  P — Oh,  yes ;  we  are  bound  to  do  that,  of 
course. 

11666.  Chairman. ~\  I  think  we  nearly  finished  the  subject  of  water  and  water 
schemes  yesterday,  but  is  there  anything  that  you  wish  to  add  on  that  subject? — So 
far  as  the  schemes  themselves  are  concerned,  of  course,  I  have  nothing  to  add.  You 
got,  I  suppose,  pretty  well  all  the  details,  as  regards  that,  from  the  City  Engineer. 

You  know  our  charges  for  the  water,  but  I  don’t  know  whether  you  know  the  cost  of 
the  water  itself.  Any  further  information  on  that  point  I  would  be  quite  prepared  to 
submit  to  you. 

11667.  As  I  said  yesterday,  we  have  pretty  well  all  the  details  of  the  Cape  Town 
distribution  from  Mr.  Roberts  ? — Yes  ;  we  are,  of  course,  under  an  obligation,  according 
to  an  Act  of  Parliament,  to  supply  Sea  Point  to  their  mains,  but  we  have  gone  far 
beyond  that  by  laying  our  own  mains  within  the  Municipality  of  Sea  Point,  and 
practically  giving  them  the  same  facilities  which  we  give  our  own  people  in  Cape  Town, 
by  taking  the  whole  of  the  liability  of  the  cost.  So  far  as  the  supply  of  the  water  to 
the  inhabitants  is  concerned,  we  are  actually  supplying  it  to  them  at  less  than  what  it 
costs  us.  That  is  rather  important,  because  many  people  are  under  the  impression  that 
we  are  making  large  profits  out  of  our  supply  of  water  for  domestic  purposes. 

11668.  And  under  the  head  of  cost,  what  do  you  include? — We  include 
construction  and  maintenance,  and  the  work,  generally  speaking,  in  connection  with  the 
keeping  up  of  the  water  department. 

11669.  Do  you  include  the  interest  of  the  money  being  expended  upon  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  new  reservoir  ? — Oh,  yes,  certainly ;  we  must  do  that. 

11670.  Mr.  Gurney. The  profit  that  you  have  made  on  water  has  been  through 
the  heavy  charges  made  to  the  shipping  people  and  to  the  Railway  Department  ? — 

Well,  the  Railway  Department  really  take  a  nominal  quantity — last  year,  I  believe, 
they  only  used  something  like  9,000,000  gallons. 

11671.  That  is  owing  to  the  heavy  cost? — We  offered  to  supply  them  for  trade 
purposes  at  one  shilling  and  sixpence  per  thousand  gallons.  That  is  the  charge 
by  meter,  and  even  for  domestic  purposes  that  is  the  charge  through  the  meter  ; 
whereas  under  the  ordinary  dribble  system  the  people  get  the  water  for  something  over 
one  shilling.  With  regard  to  the  supply  to  the  Harbour  Board,  the  Council  only 
charge  one  shilling  per  ton,  but  the  Harbour  Board  charged  three  shillings 
per  ton  to  the  shipping  people,  so  that  the  profit  was  put  into  the 
pockets  of  tbe  Harbour  Board.  I  consider  that  any  profit  that  is  to  be  made  should 
go  to  the  Cape  Town  Council,  for  the  benefit  of  the  ratepayers  who  have  under¬ 
taken  the  respofisibility.  That  was  also  the  view  of  the  Council,  who  took  that  as  one 
of  the  reasons  for  raising  the  charge.  But,  notwithstanding  that  we  raised  our  charge 
from  one  shilling  to  two  shillings,  the  Harbour  Board,  whose  charge  remains  the 
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same,  makes  a  very  large  profit  still  by  the  one  shilling,  which  they  charge  now  for  the 
delivery  of  the  water.  We  should  be  prepared  to  reduce  those  charges — although  in 
that  respect  we  stand  very  favourably,  as  compared  with  other  countries — but  we  object 
t  >  hand  the  profits  over  to  another  department.  We  contend  that,  as  long  as  the 
Council  undertakes  the  liability  for  the  water  supply,  the  profits  should  come  to  the 
Council. 

1 1072.  Chairman.^  Is  that  profit,  accruing  to  the  Harbour  Board,  also  obtain¬ 
able  in  the  case  of  delivery  to  ships  in  the  bay  ? — Yes,  they  charge  one  shilling  for 
delivery. 

11673.  Is  that  in  the  Bay  ? — No ;  in  the  Docks. 

11674.  And  what  is  their  charge  in  the  Bay  ? — I  think  they  charge  one  shilling 
and  sixpence,  extra,  per  ton,  for  ships  in  the  Bay.  I  don’t  exactly  know  what  their 
charge  is,  but  they  have  a  certain  fixed  charge.  Up  to  1900  we  charged  only  one 
shilling  per  ton,  which  paid  us  very  well,  but  we  had  to  increase  our  charges  all  round. 
The  inhabitants,  at  that  time,  only  paid  something  like  30s.  or  35s.  per  100  gallons 
per  day. 

11675.  Mr.  Gurney .]  The  cost  in  connection  with  the  Table  Mountain  Woodhead 
lieservoir  has  been  up  to  the  30th  June,  according  to  the  Mayor’s  Minute,  £140,469  ? 
—Yes. 


11676.  Can  you  tell  us  the  total  amount  which  has  been  spent  on  the  water¬ 
works  ? — Close  upon  £500,000.  That  is  to  say,  we  have  borrowed  that  money,  upon 
winch  we  are  paying  interest,  although  it  has  not  all  been  spent  up  to  the  present  time. 

11677.  The  return  shews  £474,925? — Yes,  that  has  been  actually  expended,  but 
there  is  a  large  balance,  which  is  still  to  be  spent  and  on  which  we  are  paying  interest. 

11678.  Does  the  amount  actually  expended  include  what  is  spent  on  the  reservoir 
now  being  constructed  ? — Oh,  yes. 

11679.  And  those  figures  are  correct? — I  think  they  are  pretty  correct. 

11680.  Can  you  tell  us,  in  the  form  of  percentage,  what  the  waterworks  are  now 
paying,  in  the  shape  of  interest,  on  all  charges  ?  What  percentage  they  are  paying 
on  the  capital  invested  ? — No,  I  cannot  tell  you.  It  is  only  recently  that  we  have 
been  able  to  get  at  the  value  of  our  pipes.  The  money  was  voted,  from  time  to  time, 
and  no  further  particular  notice  was  taken  of  it,  so  far  as  the  interest,  or  sinking  fund, 
was  concerned.  All  these  amounts  expended,  from  time  to  time,  would  have  to  be 
added,  as  capital  account,  and  we  have  lately  been  trying  to  get  at  the  value  of  our  pipes. 

11681.  Has  the  condition  of  these  pipes  to  be  taken  into  consideration  ? — Oh,  yes, 
that  is  allowed  for.  Of  course,  we  find  out  the  number  of  them  that  have  been  done, 
and  then  we  try  to  get  at  the  life  of  the  pipes,  as  near  as  possible. 

11682.  Chairman .]  Under  the  heading  of  drainage  and  sanitary  systems,  we  had 
very  full  evidence  from  Mr.  Rigby,  and  perhaps,  there  is  hardly  anything  that  you 
could  supplement  that  evidence  with  ? — I  should  imagine  that  he  gave  you  a  very  full 
account  of  that  matter.  I  have  not  seen  his  evidence,  but  he  could  give  you  the 
information  very  much  better  than  any  one  else. 

11683.  He  said  that  your  drainage  was  practically  complete? — Yes,  with  the 
exception  of  the  outfall. 

11684.  He  also  stated  that  it  was  your  object  to  carry  the  outfall  further  out  to 
sea,  in  order  to  get  a  depth  of  water,  at  the  point  of  final  discharge,  of  something  like 
fifteen  feet? — Yes;  we  should  have  been  further,  but  we  have  to  study  the  weather, 
which  is  the  only  thing  that  affects  us  now,  as  regards  the  completion  of  the  work. 

11685.  The  work  is  now  in  progress? — Yes.  I  think,  at  the  present 
time,  there  are  only  about  20  houses  which  are  not  connected  with  the  main  drainage 
system.  The  rate  at  which  our  drainage  has  proceeded  can  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  we 
have  very  considerably  reduced  the  cost  of  night  soil  removal.  This  item  has  been 
reduced  from  £7,000  to  £300  per  annum.  That  shows  what  a  small  quantity  of  night 
soil  is  being  disposed  of  under  the  old  system. 

11686.  You  are  at  present  still  carrying  that  out  at  a  cost  of  about  £300  per 
annum  ? — Yes. 

11687.  Is  that  done  by  your  own  department? — By  a  contractor — the  same  one 
who  has  been  doing  the  work  for  years. 

11688.  Is  that  Bessell  ?— Yes. 

11689.  And  where  does  ho  deposit  the  stuff? — On  ground  of  his  own. 

11690.  Out  on  the  Fiats  ? — Yes. 

11691.  You  have  no  Inspector  for  going  out  there,  I  suppose?— We  only  have 
Inspectors,  as  far  as  I  know,  in  the  town,  and  we  don’t  have  it  inspected  after  it  leaves 
the  town. 

11692.  There  seems  to  be  no  Inspector  at  the  place  where  the  discharge  takes 
place  at  all  ? — The  discharge  takes  place  outside  our  boundaries,  otherwise  it  would  be 
inspected. 
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11693.  Under  what  Board  would  the  control  of  that  part  of  the  Peninsula  be  ? — 
It  belongs  to  the  Health  Department. 

11694.  The  only  local  authority  would  be  the  Divisional  Council  ? — Yes. 

11695.  How  soon  do  you  expect  that  you  will  be  able  to  dispense  with  that  part 
of  the  sanitary  system.  I  think  we  ought  to  be  able  to  dispense  with  it  by  the  end  of 
this  year.  I  don’t  think  that,  it  ought  to  continue  longer.  The  difficulty,  however,  of 
the  Council  is  this,  that  the  application  of  a  man,  wishing  to  build  a  house  a  very  long 
distance  away  from  the  main,  cannot  very  well  be  refused.  In  such  a  case,  of  course, 
the  old  system  would  have  to  remain,  as  it  would  be  too  expensive  to  undertake  the 
drainage  of  such  an  out  of  the  way  place.  We  are  trying  our  utmost  though  to 
%  insist  upon  drains  and  roads  being  made,  where  buildings  are  proposed,  so  as  to  do 

away  with  the  refuse  removal  entirely.  We  are  pushing  that  forward,  and  we  have 
been  fairly  successful. 

11696.  Is  that  with  reference  to  lands  recently  occupied  for  building  purposes? — 
Some  are  not  recent,  and  have  been  so  occupied  for  some  time,  which  do  not  come  under 
our  present  requirements,  unless  they  are  subdivided.  When  the  lands  are  subdivided, 
the  Council  first  of  all  get  the  plans  before  them  before  they  approve  of  the  proposed 
subdivision.  The  Council  then  only  sanction  it,  on  the  condition  that  the  drains  are 
put  in  and  that  the  roads  are  made  before  any  building  is  allowed  to  take  place  upon 
such  land.  That  the  Council  could  enforce  now ;  we  insist  upon  that  fend,  generally 
speaking,  there  is  no  difficulty.  We  contribute  either  one-third  or  one-half  towards 
the  construction.  Estates  that  are  subdivided  at  the  prssent  time  would  have  to  pay 
two-thirds  of  the  cost,  whereas  estates  that  have  been  subdivided  before  the  passing  of 
the  Act  pay  one- half. 

11697.  But  you  are  gradually  working  that  off  altogether  ? — Oh,  yes. 

11698.  And  it  would  be  very  much  to  your  advantage  to  have  it  worked  off 
altogether? — Oh,  yes;  we  want  to  dispense  with  the  old  system  of  the  night-soil 
removal  altogether. 

11699.  That  <£300  that  you  speak  of  as  being  expended  under  the  old  system  per 
annum,  would  you  get  an  equivalent  receipt  for  that  ? — Oh,  yes,  that  is  kept  separate 
entirely.  A  contract  is  made,  from  time  to  time,  which  is  carefully  altered  as  the 
work  diminishes.  We  have  reduced  the  period  from  three  years  down  to  one  year,  and 
so  on. 

11700.  The  individual  persons  for  whom  this  service  is  supplied,  do  they  pay  a 
special  charge  for  it  ? — Oh,  no  ;  it  is  all  done  free. 

11701.  That  is  included  in  their  general  rate  ? — Yes. 

11702.  You  regard  this  service  as  a  set-off  against  the  service  rendered  by  the 
drainage  to  others  ? — They  don’t  contribute  in  any  form.  We  had  an  old  system  of 
charging  one  shilling  or  two  shillings  for  each  removal,  but  we  found  that  it  was  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  general  health  of  the  City  people.  We  therefore  resolved  that  it  should 
be  removed  free  of  cost,  so  that  the  people  should  have  no  reason  for  delaying  to  report 
when  their  tubs  want  removing.  I  am  firmly  of  opinion  that  that  is  the  very  best 
system  to  have — that  is  to  say,  a  free  removal — where  no  other  drainage  exists. 

11703.  The  point  I  was  wanting  to  get  at  was  this:  that  the  owner  whose  house 
is  properly  drained  pays  for  the  drainage  in  the  form  of  rates,  there  being  no  special 
charge  ? — Yes. 

11704.  The  man,  who  has  the  old  sanitary  arrangements  supplied  to  him,  pays 
the  same  as  the  man  who  has  his  drainage  supplied  ? — Except  that  the  one  property 
would  be  valued  higher,  in  consequence  of  having  a  drainage  system. 

11705.  If  you  levy  a  general  rate,  everyone  has  to  pay  it  ? — Oh,  yes. 

11706.  And  the  cost  of  the  sanitary  removal  is  included  in  that? — Yes,  there  is 
no  further  charge. 

11707.  Dr.  Gregory .]  In  order  to  bring  outlying  dwellings  into  the  drainage 
scheme,  would  it  not  b 3  wise  to  make  them  pay  a  special  rate  for  sanitary  removals? — 
We  have  so  few  in  our  Municipality  now,  that  it  would  not  be  worth  the  trouble.  We 
do  extend,  as  far  as  we  possibly  can,  to  meet  them. 

11708.  What  is  the  total  cost  of  your  sewerage  scheme,  not  the  stormwater? — I 
think  the  estimate  of  the  sewerage  scheme  was  £262,000. 

11709.  And  what  is  the  annual  charge  for  interest  aud  sinking  fund  on  that  ? — 
Well,  you  see  we  have  several  loans,  and  I  don’t  know  whether  this  one  comes  under 
the  four  per  cent,  loan,  or  under  the  3^  per  cent.  loan.  We  have  loans  of  different 
values,  but  you  have  the  particulars  in  the  Mayor’s  Minute.  The  figures  that  I  have 
made  a  note  of,  have  been  taken  out  of  the  Mayor’s  Minute ;  it  is  given  there  at 
£262,000,  and,  1  think,  the  work  is  likely  to  be  carried  out  to  its  completion  within 
that  estimate.  The  amount  I  have  given  is  according  to  our  estimates  and  according 
to  our  loans.  On  the  stormwater  of  course  we  have  expended  £100,000. 
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11710.  Ton  cannot  tell  us  roughly  what  is  the  annual  charge  on  your  sewerage 
scheme  ?  I  see  there  is  a  saving  under  stercus  removal  of  £7,000  ? — The  fact  is  that 
-  we  have  a  pumping  station,  where  we  have  a  Shone  ejector  constantly  at  work  for  the 
lower  areas.  The  expenditure  of  the  pumping  you  have  to  take  into  account  in 
arriving  at  an}'  actual  saving,  and  therefore  I  am  afraid  that  there  is  no  actual  saving. 

11711.  Within  your  knowledge,  has  the  Cape  Town  Council  been  approached  by 
the  Woodstock  Council,  with  a  view  to  receiving  the  Woodstock  drainage  into  your 
sewers  ? — I  do  not  know  of  any  suck  proposal  to  the  City  Council  myself. 

11712.  Could  you  give  us  any  idea  as  to  how  a  proposal  would  probably  be 
received  by  the  Cape  Town  Council,  for  taking  the  sewage  of  the  Woodstock 
Municipality  or  of  the  other  Municipalities  in  the  Peninsula  F — Of  course,  it  would 
almost  entirely  depend  upon  expert  evidence,  as  to  whether  we  are  in  a  position 
receive  it  or  not.  So  far  as  our  willingness  is  concerned  there  would  be  no 
difficulty,  but,  of  oourse,  Woodstock  would  have  to  contribute  some  portion  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  main  drainage  to  the  outfall,  if  the  privilege  were  granted  them  to 
discharge  their  sewage  into  our  main.  Then  the  question  would  resolve  itself  into 
whether  the  outfall,  as  at  present  constructed,  is  capable  of  carrying  the  Woodstock 
sewage,  and  that  would  be  a  matter  of  expert  evidence. 

11713.  Assuming  that  an  economical  arrangement  could  be  made  for  the  discharge 
of  the  sewage  of  Woodstock  and  other  Suburban  Municipalities  into  the  Cap9  Town 
intercepting  sewer  and  outfall,  you,  as  one  of  the  Council,  would  be  prepared  to  support 
that  ? — Oh,  yes  ;  I  would  give  them  every  consideration,  but  it  would  be  only  fair  that 
they  should  bear  some  portion  of  the  outlay,  With  that  provision,  I  should  be  quite 
prepared  to  assist  them  in  every  possible  way.  It  is,  however,  purely  a  question  for 
experts. 

11714.  Was  the  question  considered  of  combining  the  Cape  Town  sewerage  scheme 
with  the  Sea  Point  sewerage  scheme  ?— No,  we  were  never  approached  on  that  question, 
not  during  my  time,  at  all  events. 

11715.  Don’t  you  think  it  is  a  pity  that  one  combined  scheme  was  not  carried  out 
for  these  two  areas  ? — I  do  think  so. 

11716.  Does  it  not  strike  you  as  being  a  waste  of  money  to  have  two  outfalls  in 
near  proximity  to  one  another  ? — Yes,  it  certainly  was  not  necessary,  to  say  the  least  of 
it.  There  should  have  been  one  system  and  I  see  no  reason  whatever  for  the  two.  I 
believe  it  could  have  been  advantageously  worked.  Of  course  the  circumstances  of  Sea 
Point  are  such  as  to  fit  in  with  our  system. 

11717.  And  would  you  be  prepared  to  support  any  arrangement,  which  led  to  a 
combination  in  such  a  matter  as  the  sewerage  of  the  Peninsula  P — Do  you  mean  to 
connect  the  sewerage  of  the  Peninsula  with  our  outfall  ? 

11718.  Yes. — Under  reasonable  circumstances,  of  course.  I  am  not  opposed  to 
the  principle.  It  is  purely  a  question  of'  arrangement,  and  of  expert  evidence  ;  and  if 
expert  evidence  says  that  our  sewers  are  capable  of  carrying  all  the  sewage  of  the 
other  Municipalities,  then  it  becomes  purely  a  matter  of  arrangement,  and  then  it  would 
not  be  objected  to  by  me,  as  a  Councillor. 

11719.  You  are  aware,  are  you  not,  that  the  levels  of  the  lower  part  of  Woodstock 
are  such  as  to  make  it  very  difficult  to  get  a  suitable  outfall  into  the  Pay  ? — I  believe 
that  is  so,  and  we  have  had  that  difficulty  ourselves  with  our  own  sewers. 

11720.  And  therefore,  no  matter  what  is  done  with  the  .sewage  from  the  upper 
portion  of  Woodstock  and  from  the  other  Peninsula  Municipalities,  it  is  certain  that 
pumping  will  have  to  be  done  for  the  lower  portion  ? — Yes,  that  is  if  they  are  going  to 
discharge  their  sewage  into  the  sea. 

11721.  And  your  Council  would  be  prepared,  you  think,  to  undertake  the  pump¬ 
ing,  and  to  carry  it  all  out  under  one  management,  provided,  of  course,  you  lost 
no  money  by  it? — Well,  I  am  not  going  quite  so  far  as  that,  because  we  should  want 
some  responsibility  to  be  undertaken  by  the  other  Municipalities  in  the 
carrying  out  of  the  work.  There  is  no  reason  why  we  should  involve  ourselves  in  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  and  trouble  and,  besides,  undertake  the  whole  liability 
for  the  convenience  of  other  people.  I  don’t  think  that  would  be  a  fair  and  reasonable 
thing  to  expect  from  us.  We  are,  however,  prepared  to  give  them  every  consideration. 

11722.  Still,  you  would  consider  it  a  waste  of  money  if  there  were  two  pumping 
arrangements  going  on  in  close  proximity  to  one  another  like  that  F — Oh,  yes. 

11723.  You  would  see  no  difficulty  in  all  the  sewerage  schemes  of  the  Peninsula 
being  under  one  control,  would  you  ? — No,  I  see  no  difficulty. 

11724.  Chairman.']  May  I  just  read  to  you  a  little  bit  of  evidence  given  by  Mr. 
Rigby  on  the  points  raised  by  Dr.  Gregory,  so  that  you  can  tell  me  whether  you  agree 
with  what  Mr.  Rigby  stated,  or  not  ?  The  evidence  is  as  follows: — [Questions  9243- 
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“  For  what  population  has  your  sewer  been  constructed  ? — 120,000  people. 
It  would,  of  course,  take  more,  but  that  is  on  the  assumption  that  it  is  running 
half  full. 

“  Do  you  mean  to  say  half  full  on  the  population  basis  of  120,000  people  ? — 
Yes,  wet  weather  flow. 

“  Then  it  would  be  more  problematical  still  whether  it  would  take  the  sewage 
of  another  120,000  people  P — It  is  quite  certain  that  it  would  not  be  able  to  do 
that. 
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“  You  would  not  contemplate  bringing  the  sewage — dry  weather  flow  and  wet 
weather  flow — from  the  suburbs,  without  entertaining  the  question  of  rebuilding 
the  sewer  ? — No  ;  not  from  the  whole  of  the  suburbs. 

“  Even  with  your  4  feet  6  inch  diameter  sewer  P — No  ;  we  should  have  to 
enlarge  the  tunnel  and  that  would  be  very  costly  work. 

Almost  as  costly,  I  suppose,  as  making  a  fresh  tunnel  ? — Yes. 

“  Besides  the  inconvenience  of  doingjit  P — Yes. 

“  It  would  become  a  question,  almost,  of  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to 
make  a  new  outfall  altogether,  if  it  were  absolutely  necessary  to  bring  the  sewage 
from  the  suburbs  ?— -Yes.” 


Have  you  anything  to  say  about  that? — Well,  Mr.  Bigby  is  an  expert,  and  he 
points  out  the  difficulties.  He  says  that  the  sewer,  as  constructed,  will  carry  the  sewage 
for  a  certain  number  of  persons.  If  you  go  beyond  that  number  you  would,  of  course, 
require  to  enlarge.  I  also  quite  understand  his  pointing  out  that  it  would  be  a  very 
costly  matter,  because  our  tunnel,  there,  has  had  to  be  driven  through  hard  solid  rock, 
from  Mouille  Point  right  down  to  Adderley  Street.  Therefore,  if  you  had  to  construct 
another  tunnel  it  would  be  very  costly,  but  the  question,  after  all,  is,  whether  it  would 
be  worth  it,  or  not.  The  whole  system  seems  to  have  cost  us,  so  far  as  sewerage  is 
concerned,  £262,000,  and  a  portion  of  that  has  really  gone  into  the  outfall,  that  is  to 
say,  the  main  drain,  which  Mr.  Bigby  speaks  of,  as  being  incapable  of  carrying  away 
the  whole  of  the  sewage  for  the  Peninsula. 

11725.  We  did  get  figures  on  that  head  from  Mr.  Bigby,  so  that  we  need  not  go 
into  that  now  ? — Well,  Mr.  Bigby  is  an  expert,  and,  I  daresay,  he  would  have  given 
you  the  correct  figures.  He  is  a  gentleman  in  whom  the  Council  has  every  confidence. 

11726.  In  the  matter  of  streets  and  roads,  Mr.  Ball.  I  suppose  there  is  nothiug 
special  that  you  wish  to  bring  to  our  attention.  The  streets  of  Cape  Town  are  not 
very  first  class,  especially  in  these  latter  days,,  but  we  all  live  in  hopes  of  better  things 
coming  ? — Yes,  and  if  you  could  devise  any  macadam  that  will  stand  the  traffic  better 
on  our  roads  than  the  macadam  we  have  at  present,  we  should  be  very  glad. 

11727.  Now,  with  regard  to  road  rates  payable  to  the  Divisional  Council,  I  believe 
you  have  some  evidence  to  give  on  that  point,  have  you  not?  You  pay  very  heavy 
rates  to  the  Divisional  Council,  do  you  not  ? — We  pay  a  large  proportion,  of  course,  to 
the  Divisional  Council,  in  consequence  of  our  high  valuations.  Last  year — 1901 — we 
pail  £24,742  out  of  a  total  of  £47,000.  That  is  to  say,  Cape  Town  alone  paid  that 
amount. 

11728.  And  for  the  current  year  it  is  given  at  £22,668  ? — Of  course,  it  is  a  lower 
rate  this  year. 

11729.  It  is  5/8ths  of  a, penny,  is  it  not? — Yes. 

117-30.  Now,  would  you  explain  to  the  Commission  in  what  way  you  have  received 
certain  monies  back  again  from  the  Divisional  Council? — We  are  supposed  to  receive 
something  like  £4,000,  but  we  really  get  only  about  £2,500.  That  is,  according  to 
the  amount  that  we  spend  upon  the  maintenance  of  the  roads. 

11731.  It  is  not  a  solid  grant? — No,  there  is  one  main  road  which  ought  to  be 
kept  by  the  Divisional  Council,  but  which  is  maintained  by  the  Municipality  them¬ 
selves,  and,  whatever  is  spent  upon  that,  we  have  a  right  to  claim  from  them.  That  is 
up  to  a  limit  of  £4,000.  The  actual  amount  that  Cape  Town  is  entitled  to  receive  from 
the  Division al  Council  is  £4,175  5s.  7d.,  but  we  have  only  received  £2,277.  That  was 
the  last  sum.  I  presume  that  it  is  based  on  the  amount  of  money  that  we  spend  upon 
the  r  ads,  but  I  am  not  quite  clear  upon  that  point.  The  Divisional  Council  do  no 
repairs  whatever  in  the  Cape  Town  Municipality. 

11732.  They  don’t  come  into  your  Municipality  at  all  ? — No. 

11733.  Have  you  any  views  with  reference  to  a  change  in  the  system  of  the  main¬ 
tenance  or  construction  of  roads  by  the  Divisional  Council  within  Municipal  areas  ? — 
My  own  opinion  is  that  the  Municipalities  ought  to  undertake  all  the  roads  within 
their  areas,  that  is  to  say,  their  maintenance  and  construction. 

11734.  There  have  been  several  conferences  of  delegates,  with  a  view  to  coming 
to  some  understanding  upon  that  matter,  have  there  not  ? — Yes. 

11735.  Now,  the  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  delegates  with  the  proviso  that 
they  should  be  referred  to  the  individual  Councils  for  their  consideration  ? — Yes. 
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M  1 1736.  Have  the  Cape  Town  Council  considered  these  ? — They  adopted  them. 

11737.  What  is  your  view  with  reference  to  the  ratiug  of  the  property  outside 
'une,  1802.  the  Municipalities?  Do  you  think  that  the  valuation  is  a  fair  one,  comparatively 
speaking? — l  think  not.  The  total  outside  rates  amount  only  to  £2,839  out  of 
i  17.000.  and.  with  the  enormous  outside  area,  I  think  there  must  be  an  absurd  valua¬ 
tion  somewhere.  The  total  valuation  is  put  down  at  £681,390,  outside  the  Municipal 
areas,  which  gave  us  a  rate,  in  1901,  of  £2,839  only  out  of  a  total  rate  of  £47,000.  If 
vou  look  at  the  mileage  which  the  outside  area  covers,  it  shews  that  the  valuation  must 
be  absurd.  At  any  rate,  I  will  say,  it  is  not  fair  to  the  centres. 

11738.  The  resolutions  adopted  by  these  delegates  contemplate  a  contribution  by 
the  Municipalities  towards  the  maintenance  of  these  outside  roads,  do  they  not  ? — Yes, 
for  a  period,  but,  I  must  say,  that,  with  regard  to  the  taking  over  of  the  roads  by  the 
Municipality,  there  was  by  no  means  unanimity. 

11739.  Is  it  your  individual  view  that  this  contribution  should  be  made? — 
Yes,  for  a  period — at  least  of  ten  years — I  think  the  city  should  contribute  a  certain 
sum,  which  should  not  be  levied  as  a  rate  at  all,  but  it  should  b9  a  stipulated  sum 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  outside  roads.  I  don’t  think  it  would  be  fair  to  place 
the  whole  burden  of  the  upkeep  of  these  roads  upon  the  outside  properties  at  the 
present  time.  All  the  Municipalities  should  contribute  in  proportion  to  their  valua¬ 
tions.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  think,  £16,000  is  the  sum  which  really  should  be  con¬ 
tributed  after  taking  over  the  roads  inside  the  Municipal  areas  ;  that  is,  assuming,  of 
course,  that  all  the  Municipalities  take  over  the  roads  within  their  areas  and  maintain 
and  construct  them  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Councils. 

11740.  On  what  do  you  base  that  amount  ? — I  base  it  upon  the  figures  that  you 
have  before  you. 

11741.  They  spend  about  that  amount  on  the  upkeep  of  the  roads,  don’t  they  ?  — 

Yes. 


11742.  What  proportion  of  that,  do  you  think,  ought  to  be  borne  by  the  Munici¬ 
palities  ? — Well,  I  think,  so  far  as  the  city  is  concerned,  it  should  make  a  contribution 
of  not  less  than  £5,000  per  annum,  for  a  period  of  10  years ;  and  the  other  Munici¬ 
palities  should  contribute,  in  proportion  to  that  sum,  according  to  the  valuations  within 
their  respective  areas.  If  that  were  done,  I  think  there  would  be  sufficient  money  to 
meet  the  £16,000,  and  if  a  fairer  valuation,  as  well,  were  put  upon  the  outside 
propei ty,  which,  I  think,  should  bring  in  about  £6,000;  the  remainder  of  £10,000 
should  be  divided  between  Cape  Town  and  the  suburban  Municipalities.  After  the 
expiration  of  the  10  years,  the  question  should  be  re-considered,  as  to  whether  these 
roads  could  not  then  be  maintained,  entirely,  at  the  cost  of  the  outside  properties. 

11743.  That  would  be,  in  proportion,  two-fifths  for  the  outside  properties  and 
three-fifih8  for  the  Municipalities  ? — Yes,  £6,000  for  the  outside  properties  and 
£10,000  for  the  Municipalities  ;  that  would  make  that  proportion,  approximately.  Of 
course,  in  addition  to  that  contribution  by  the  Municipalities,  it  would  be  necessary 
that  they  should  be  represented  on  the  Board. 

11744.  But  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  some  such  provision  as  the  one  you 
suggest — that  the  contribution  from  the  united  Municipalities  should  not  exceed  a 
certain  proportion  ? — Certainly. 

11747>.  You  would  require  to  do  that,  in  order  to  bring  up  the  rateable  value  of 
or  the  rate  to  be  levied  on  the  outside  properties  ? — Yes. 

11746.  And  then  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  outside  roads  might  be  insisted 
upon  through  a  system  of  Glovernment  inspection  ? — Yes, 

ID  47.  In  addition  to  that  you  suggest  that  the  Municipalities  should  be  repre¬ 
sented  on  the  Divisional  Council  ? — Yes,  I  think  the  Board  requires  a  little  alteration 
in  that  respect. 

ID 48.  We  will  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  constitution  of  the  Divisional 
Council  presently.  You  think,  in  respect  of  this  contribution,  that  the  Municipalities, 
oither  as  one  constituent  body  or  as  separate  units,  should  be  represented  on  the 
Divisional  Council  ? — Yes. 


11749.  And  do  you  think  the  representatives  chosen  should  be  elected  by  the 
ratepayers  direct,  or  by  the  Municipal  Councils  ? — By  the  Councils,  I  think. 

ID  50.  On  the  ground  that  the  contribution  is  made  in  lump  by  the  Boards  ? — 
Yes,  instead  of  levying  a  rate  especially  for  the  purpose. 

ID  51.  And  then,  that  would  mean  that  the  Municipalities  concerned  should  have 
additional  powers  of  rating,  in  order  to  make  up  that  sum  ? — Well,  I  don’t  think  that 
there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  that  myself. 

11752.  How  would  they  make  up  the  money  ? — Well,  if  you  look  over  the  list 
here  you  will  see  that  it  is  only  in  one  or  two  instances  that  it  might  be  required. 
Claremont,  for  instance,  contributes  £4,885  13s.  lOd.  and,  for  the  period  dealt  with, 
the  expenditure  inside  Claremont  area  appears  to  have  been  £1,353 ;  so  that  it  leaves 
them  to  the  good  about  £3,500. 
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11753.  You  don’t  see  my  point  P — Oh  yes,  now  I  see  what  you  mean.  Of  course,  xhonun’BaU 

they  would  require  extra  power  of  taxation  in  order  to  make  up  the  rate.  That  would  '  _ 

be  necessary  where  they  are  limited.  I  don’t  think,  however,  that  anything  of  the  llth  June,  1902. 
kind  would  be  necessary  in  Cape  Town,  because  with  the  values  existing  at  present,  we 
could  take  it  out  of  our  present  funds.  We  have  the  power  to  go  up  to  4d.  in  the  £, 
and  we  are  only  levying  a  rate  of  2§d.  in  the  £.  My  hope  is  that  we  will  not  rise 
above  that,  but,  if  necessary,  we  could  increase  the  rate. 

11754.  Now,  at  your  Conference,  there  was  auother  proviso  to  the  resolutions 
passed,  namely,  that  certain  Municipalities,  such  as  Kalk  Bay,  Simon’s  Town  and 
Maitland  should  receive  special  consideration  ? — Yes,  quite  so.  These  Municipalities 
have  such  a  long  mileage  of  roads  that  they  are  really  not  in  a  position  to  maintain 
them,  and  that  is  why  they  should  receive  special  contributions. 

11755.  Was  it  at  all  suggested  in  what  way  that  contribution  should  he  made  ?  Was 
it  suggested  that  those  Municipalities  should  also  have  to  maintain  the  Divisional  Council 
roads  passing  through  their  boundaries  and  receive  a  grant  in  aid  ? — That  was  the  idea, 
namely,  that  they  should  receive  a  grant,  because  they  are  not  in  a  position,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  their  properties  are  very  small,  and  their  income  consequently  not  large,  to 
maintain  such  a  long  mileage  of  road,  for  the  maintenance  of  which  they  should  receive 
a  speoial  contribution. 

11756.  And  that  would  come  out  of  this  arrangement  that  you  propose  ? — Yes,  out 
of  the  contributions  made  by  the  Municipalities.  The  proposition  is  that  Simon’s  Town, 

Kalk  Bay,  and  Maitland  should  make  no  contribution. 

11757.  No  special  contribution,  but  still  they  would  be  liable  for  the  amount  which 
the  Divisional  Council,  at  present,  raises  from  them? — That  would  be  taken  into 
consideration  ;  they  would  have  to  maintain  the  roads,  and  the  expenditure  in  connection 
with  those  roads  would  more  than  absorb  any  amount  that  they  pay  to 
the  Divisional  Council.  In  addition  to  that,  I  consider  they  should  receive  something 
from  the  general  contributions  made  by  the  city  and  the  suburban  Municipalities  to 
enable  them  to  look  after  these  roads.  I  consider  that,  beyond  Wynberg,  all  the 
Municipalities  would  require  some  assistance  in  that  respect. 

11758.  And  you  think  some  such  arrangement  should  be  entered  into  for  ten 
years,  subject  to  revision  at  the  end  of  that  time  ? — Yes. 

11759.  Where  do  you  get  your  road  metalling  from  at  the  present  time  ? — The 
road  metalling  for  the  city  we  get  from  our  own  quarries.  The  question  of  road 
material  is  one  which  would  have  to  be  considered  if  the  suburban  Municipalities  take 
over  the  Divisional  roads  within  their  areas.  The  same  right,  which  the  Divisional 
Council  at  present  enjoys,  would  have  to  be  conferred  upon  those  Municipalities,  so  as 
toenable  them  to  obtain  from  the  same  source  from  which  the  Divisional  Council  at 
present  obtain  their  material,  a  supply  of  macadam  for  these  roads.  That  is  to  say,  if 
the  Municipalities  take  over  the  maintenance  of  these  roads  they  must  get  that  power 
As  far  as  Cape  Town  is  concerned,  we  have  our  own  quarry. 

11760.  Is  the  macadam  from  the  Cape  Town  quarry  equal  to  the  macadam  which 
the  Divisional  Council  generally  put  on  the  roads  ? — Our  macadam  is  better.  The 
Divisional  Council,  chiefly,  use  sandstone.  Our  stone  is  a  hard  blue  stone,  which  is  far 
superior. 

11761.  Have  they  not  a  quarry  near  Elsjes  Bay,  where  they  get  very  hard  stone 
for  the  roads  ? — I  don’t  know.  I  have  only  seen  sand  stone.  If  we  could  secure  any¬ 
thing  better  than  we  have  at  present,  at  a  reasonable  cost,  we  should  be  very  glad  to 
take  it. 

11762.  What  has  been  the  general  effect  of  the  tramways  upon  your  streets  and 
roads  ?  Have  you  had  to  pay  more  for  street  maintenance  since  the  tramways  came 
into  existence  ? — I  don’t  think  they  affect  us  very  seriously.  The  heavy  engines,  which 
pass  over  our  roads,  destroy  them.  It  is  not  the  tramway,  but  the  ordinary  traffic. 

Our  macadam  cannot  be  expected  to  stand  a  fifteen  ton  engine,  which  is  constantly 
passing  over  them.  I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  any  macadam  to  stand  very 
long  for  such  engines  carrying  perhaps  a  load  of  twenty  tons  behind  them,  all 
traversing  in  the  same  groove.  The  only  way  would  be  either  to  reduce  the  weight  of 
these  engines,  or  to  pave  the  streets  with  granite  blocks  entirety.  I  don’t  think  that 
the  citizens  would  care  to  have  the  streets  paved,  as  the  noise  would  be  too  great. 

11763.  Would  the  noise  be  the  principal  objection  ? — Oh,  yes  ;  but  of  course  you 
would  have  to  consider  the  very  heavy  expenditure  in  connection  with  it.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  we  contemplate  paving  the  Dock  Road. 

11764.  Within  the  near  future  ? — Oh,  yes. 

11765.  Mr.  Gurney .]  Has  the  question  of  entire  wood  paving  ever  been 
discussed  ? — Tes,  but  we  don’t  think  that  it  would  stand  the  traffic. 

11766.  Does  it  not  stand  the  traffic  very  well  in  some  of  the  cities  of  Europe? — 

Yes,  but  you  have  not  the  heavy  traffic  there  over  those  streets  that  we  have  here. 
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Mr.  11767.  Dr.  Gregory.']  Have  you  not  laid  down  trial  lengths  of  different  kinds  of 

r\  pavjngS  p — No,  the  traction  engine  is  the  type  of  traffic  whioh  gives  us  the  greatest 

1 1 tJi  .tune,  1902  difficulty.  We  could  overcome  that  if  we  had  the  power  to  insist  upon  the  loads  being 
reduced,  but  we  have  not  the  power,  and,  therefore,  we  have  no  means  of  diminishing 
iu  that  respect  the  destruction  of  our  roads.  The  ribs  on  the  wheels  of  theee  traotion 
engines  destroy  the  roads  very  much,  and,  if  we  had  the  power  to  deal  with  traction 
engines,  we  could  say  to  these  people,  “  You  can  use  the  traction  engines  but  you  must 
take  off  the  ribs.” 

1176S.  But  you  have  the  power  to  license  vehicles  plying  for  hire? — Yes,  but  that 
does  not  refer  to  traction  engines. 

11769.  But  could  you  not  make  that  a  condition  of  your  licences? — The  traction 
engines  are  not  licensed  at  all ;  we  have  not  the  power  to  license  them. 

11770.  But  you  admit  that  you  have  the  power  to  license  vehicles? — Oh,  yes,  but 
not  traction  engines.  I  can  assure  you,  if  we  had  the  power,  we  would  have  done  so 
years  ago. 

11771.  With  regard  to  street  sweeping  and  scavenging,  will  you  tell  the  Com¬ 
mission  how  that  is  done  ?  You  will  remember  that  the  question  came  up  at  the  time 
of  the  plague  as  to  the  condition  of  the  streets  of  Cape  Town  ? — Well,  we  have  a  large 
staff,  I  think,  about  200  men,  employed.  The  material  that  we  cart  away  is  very 
heavy,  and  it  has  gone  up  very  considerably  within  the  last  three  years.  The  refuse 
now  amounts  to  26,616  tons,  and  that  is  an  increase  of  6,300  tons  per  annum  in  3  years 
for  street  sweeping. 

11772.  That  is  a  total  increase  of  how  much? — 20,000  tons  in  three  years. 

11773.  And  to  what  extent  has  your  staff  increased  in  3  years? — Nearly  double, 
at  least,  quite  one-third  more. 

11774.  And  what  was  your  scavenging  originally,  say  3  years  ago? — We  had 
20,000  tons  of  refuse  3  years  ago,  and  street  sweepings  12,000  tons,  3  years  ago. 

11775.  It  has  gone  up  more  than  50  per  cent.  ? — 'Yes,  so  far  as  street  sweepings 
is  concerned,  but  the  other  has  not  gone  up  so  much. 

11776.  And  you  consider  your  staff  has  kept  pace  with  your  scavenging  ? — Oh, 
yes,  quite  that. 

11777.  Although  it  has  not  increased  to  the  extent  that  the  amount  of  refuse 
removed  has  increased,  because  you  say  it  has  only  been  iucreased  by  about  one 
third  ? — Yes. 

11778.  And  the  amount  of  your  refuse  has  increased  about  50  per  cent.  ? — Yes, 
that  is  the  street  sweeping. 

11779.  No,  that  is  100  per  cent.  ? — Yes. 

11780.  And  the  other  30  per  cent,  so  that  the  average  would  be  about  50  per 
cent.  ? — Yes,  the  average  would  be  that,  We  have  got  a  large  enough  staff  for  the 
work  done,  there  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

11781.  Do  you  consider,  from  your  own  experience,  that  the  scavenging  from  the 
streets  themselves  and  from  the  alleys  has  been  satisfactory  ? — Well,  that  there  is  no 
possible  improvement  to  be  made  it  would  not  be  wise  to  say.  But  I  consider  that  on 
the  whole  they  are  fairly  well  kept. 

11782.  But  did  you  not  say  that  they  oomp are  very  favourably  with  European 
cities  ? — Yes,  I  do  say  that. 

11783.  Do  you  mean  the  Cape  Town  streets  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  travelled  a  good  deal 
in  my  time,  and  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  condition  of  Cape  Town  as  compared 
with  most  cities,  not  only  in  England,  but  also  on  the  Continent. 

11784.  What  cities  do  you  compare  it  with? — Wei',  I  don’t  care  whether  it  is 
with  cities  on  the  Continent  or  in  England.  It  compares  favourably  with  either.  Of 
course  London  must  be  left  out,  because  its  streets  are  nearly  all  paved.  That  is  a 
special  thing.  Taking,  however,  the  ordinary  cities  elsewhere,  I  consider  that  Cape 
Town  shows  a  very  creditable  state  of  things  as  compared  with  them. 

11785.  As  far  as  refuse  and  rubbish  are  concerned? — Oh  yes.  The  refuse  is  not 
even  collected  in  London  as  often  as  it  is  done  here.  I  believe,  they  only  collect  once 
a  week,  whereas  we  do  it  every  day.  Ours  is  enormous,  compared  with  other  countries. 

11786.  Do  you  consider  it  necessary  to  collect  house  refuse  every  day  ?— Yes,  at 
the  present  time,  in  this  country,  it  is  necessary. 

11787.  Before  the  plague,  how  often  used  you  to  collect  it? — Every  day. 

11788.  Was  there  no  change  made  then  in  the  frequency  of  the  scavenging  when 
the  plague  broke  out? — No,  but  of  course  we  used  a  special  staff,  for  the  time  being. 

11789.  It  was  not  my  impression  that  there  was  then  a  daily  call  at  every  house  ? 
— Oh  yes,  it  has  been  a  rule  laid  down  by  tho  Council,  ever  since  the  Council  have 
taken  over  the  matter  themselves. 

11790.  What  becomes  of  your  refuse  after  you  have  removed  it? — We  simply 
deposit  it  on  to  the  railway  trucks. 
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11791.  And  what  becomes  of  it  after  that? — I  believe  it  goes  to  the  Flats 
I  believe  there  is  an  agreement  which  we  have  with  the  Government  for  taking  i0mas  (l 
the  refuse  away  for  a  period  of  five  years,  and  all  we  do  is  to  see  that  it  gets  nth  June,  1902. 
placed  on  the  trucks. 

11792.  And  you  are  ignorant  of  where  it  goes  to  ? — I  know  that  it  goes  to 
the  Flats. 

11793.  You  are  aware,  are  you  not,  that  very  serious  complaints  have  arisen 
from  time  to  time  [in  regard  to  what  has  become  of  the  Cape  Town  refuse  ? — 

Oh,  yes. 

11794.  And  that  the  Government  had  to  step  in,  provide  a  site  and  look  after 
the  thing  generally  ? — They  did  so,  but,  of  course,  the  Council  had  no  power. 

11795.  It  was  tipped,  was  it  not,  at  Maitland? — The  arrangement  was  that 
the  Council  had  to  place  the  refuse  into  the  trucks  at  the  Railway  Station,  and 
after  that  the  contractor  was  responsible  for  wherever  it  went  to.  If  he  took  it 
outside  our  boundaries,  then,  of  course,  we  had  no  power. 

11796.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Cape  Town  Council  did  not  very  muoh  mind 
where  it  went  to  ? — We  are  not  quite  so  bad  as  that.  If  representations  were  made 
to  us  that  the  refuse  from  Cape  Town  was  dangerous  to  health,  where  it  was 
deposited,  the  Council  would  have  considered  the  matter. 

11797.  But  it  did  result  in  a  serious  condition  of  things  in  regard  to  health  ? — 

I  don’t  know  that  it  did.  It  was  complained  against,  but  I  don’t  know  that  any 
danger  has  been  proved  to  have  arisen  from  it  ;  at  any  rate,  I  have  not  seen  any 
evidence  to  the  effect  that  such  has  been  the  case,  I  don’t  know  of  any  particular 
case  of  disease  arising  from  it. 

11798.  But  you  don’t  require  an  actual  case  of  disease  to  be  traced 
to  an  act,  in  order  to  prove  that  it  is  a  danger  to  health  ? — Well,  theories 
go  a  long  way  sometimes,  hut  it  would  be  necessary  to  prove  that  actual  danger 
has  arisen.  Of  course,  I  admit  that  in  theory  it  would  be  wrong,  although  no  actual 
case  of  disease  had  been  proved. 

11799.  Still,  you  would  be  prepared  to  accept  the  opinion  of  experts  that  it  was  a 
danger  to  health  and  had  proved  so,  would  you  not  ? — I  would  not  dispute  with  experts 
upon  matters  of  opinion,  because  there  are  a  great  many  things  which  are  a  danger  to 
health  in  theory  ;  that  experts  would  tell  us,  but  we  know  also  that  evidence  would  be 
wanting  to  prove  the  accuracy  of  the  theory  in  many  instances.  Still,  I  would  not 
argue  against  that  position,  if  there  is  any  danger  connected  with  it. 

11800.  Then  the  fact  that  this  refuse  is  removed  from  Cape  Town,  like  that,  really 
does  not  trouble  the  Council  very  much? — Oh,  but  it  does  trouble  us. 

11801.  After  it  has  once  passed  your  boundary,  I  meam  ? — Oh,  yes. 

11802.  That  fact  rather  points  to  the  desirability  of  one  controlling  authority  for 
all  these  areas  ? — I  think  that,  so  far  as  that  goes,  it  does. 

11803.  Then  you  admit  that  there  seems  to  be  something  wrong  in  the  action  of 
one  local  authority  jeopardising  another  local  authority  ? — Yes,  I  don’t  think  it  ought 
to  be  able  to  do  so. 

11804.  Has  the  question  of  destroying  your  refuse  by  a  destructor  been 
discussed  ? — Oh  yes,  long  before  I  became  a  member  of  the  Council. 

11805.  That  is  over  six  years  ago  ? — Yes. 

11806.  And  how  far  has  the  subject  advanced? — To  this  position,  that  we  have 
now  the  right  to  raise  a  loan  of  £40,000  for  the  purpose. 

11807.  When  did  you  acquire  that  right  ? — The  ratepayers  gave  us  the  right  last 
year,  but  of  course  the  trouble  has  been,  as  regards  the  destructor,  with  reference  to  its 
suitability.  The  question  is,  whether  there  would  be  very  much  consumption  of  coal, 
or  whether  our  refuse  is  of  suoh  a  nature  that  it  would  supply  sufficient  cinder  without 
the  use  of  coal.  We  have  not  been  able  to  get  any  of  the  firms  whom  we  have 
approached  to  guarantee  that  the  destructor  would  give  satisfaction  ;  so  that  we  have 
not  come  to  any  decision  upon  the  matter,  but  we  have  got  so  far  that  we  have  the 
right  to  raise  the  money,  and  all  we  have  to  decide  now  is  the  question  of  adopting  the 
best  system  of  destructor  which  is  in  existence  at  the  present  time.  When  I  was  in 
England,  I  went  specially  to  Bradford  to  see  the  destructor  there,  and  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  we  could  introduce  it  into  the  Colony,  provided  we  had  a  suitable  site. 

11808.  I  was  going  to  put  that  question  to  you — have  you  got  a  suitable  site? — 

That  is  our  trouble. 

11809.  So  that  it  really  becomes  necessary  to  obtain  a  site  outside  the  Cape  Town 
Municipality  ? — People  have  a  great  objection  to  the  thought  of  a  destructor  beiug  put 
up  here,  but,  when  1  was  at  Bradford,  I  did  not  discover  that  there  were  any  very 
serious  nuisances  arising  from  their  destructor,  which  was  in  a  fairly  thickly  populated 
part  of  the  city.  Some  of  the  matter  that  was  destroyed  was  destroyed  by  other  means, 
and  again  sold  as  manure  to  great  advantage. 


582 


^r-  11810.  In  the  course  of  your  enquiries,  I  suppose,  you  have  come  to  the  conclusion 

a“'  that  it  would  he  cheaper  to  work  it  on  a  large  scale  than  on  a  small  scale  ? — Certainly, 
nth  June,  1902.  ft  would  be  cheaper,  but,  I  think,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  more  than  one.  It 
would  be  necessary  to  have  several.  In  other  parts  they  find  it  convenient  to  have 
more  than  one,  and  I  think  our  area  here  would  be  too  large  for  one.  Still,  some  pro¬ 
vision,  I  consider,  should  be  made  for  the  getting  rid  of  the  refuse  in  the  Peninsula. 

11811.  You  really  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  matter  in  connection  with  whioh  there 
should  be  some  combined  action  ? — Oh  yes,  because  look  at  the  trouble  the  Sea  Point 
people  have  with  their  refuse,  having  to  dump  it  on  the  foreshore. 

11812.  And,  without  any  desire  to  consider  that  any  Council  is  doing  other  than 
its  best,  better  results  could  be  obtained  if  there  were  combination  ? — Oh,  yes,  I  think 
so,  at  all  events,  within  reasonable  distance,  something  should  be  done  in  that  direction. 

11813.  Now,  with  regard  to  road-making.  From  your  experience,  gained  in 
Cape  Town,  do  you  think  that  that  is  a  matter  that  could  be  better  worked  by  com¬ 
bined  action  of  the  Municipalities  ? — I  do.  I  don’t  know,  however,  whether  you  are 
referring  to  the  construction  only. 

11814.  I  am  referring  to  construction  now? — I  don’t  know  that  there  is  any  very 
great  advantage,  so  far  as  the  construction  itself  is  concerned,  but  if  you  are  speaking 
of  the  width  of  the  roads,  and  so  on,  then  combination  is  absolutely  necessary.  I  will 
take  Sea  Point  again.  That  beautiful  suburb  has,  to  my  mind,  been  altogether  spoilt  : 
owing  to  the  people  getting  their  water  from  us  from  Table  Mountain  the  land  up  against 
the  hill  has  all  been  cut  up  and  built  upon,  with  scarcely  a  decent  road 
there,  most  of  the  roads  being  only  16  or  20  feet  in  width.  The  result  is  that 
those  parts  are  nothing  better  than  slums.  If  Sea  Point  had  been  under  the  Cape 
Town  Act,  such  a  state  of  things  would  not  have  been  allowed,  because  then  we  should 
have  made  the  building  line  so  as  to  enable  the  roads  by-and-bye  to  be  made  of  decent 
width,  and  that  would  have  increased  the  values  of  the  properties.  I  consider  that  it 
is  a  very  serious  matter  for  Sea  Point. 

11815.  So  that  there  should  be  some  combined  authority,  working  on  definite  lines 
for  all  the  Municipal  areas?— Oh  yes,  because,  generally,  you  only  discover  that  no 
proper  provision  has  been  made  for  roads,  and  so  on,  after  the  place  is  covered  up  with 
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11816.  And,  as  a  matter  of  faot,  does  it  not  strike  you  that  it  is  much  more 
difficult  for  a  small  local  authority,  such  as  each  individual  small  Municipality  existing 
at  the  present  time,  to  tackle  a  subject  of  that  description  ? — Decidedly. 

11817.  They  are  more  open  to  outside  influence  than  a  large  Corporation  ? — Well, 
they  must  consider  the  interests  of  their  people,  and  they  are  influenced  in  a  certain 
direction,  not  wrongly  perhaps,  but  they  have  not  that  independence  whioh  they  would 
have,  if  they  were  associated  with  a  large  body. 

11818.  Now  such  a  combined  authority  should  be  in  a  position  to  construct  and 
repair  roads  much  more  economically,  and  they  should  have  one  suitable  quarry  from 
whioh  to  get  their  material  ? — I  think  it  is  quite  clear  that  there  must  be  a  saving  on 
the  whole,  and  you  would  also  get  more  uniform  work. 

11819.  More  efficient  work  ? — Yes,  I  think  so.  I  would  like  it  to  be  clearly 
understood  that,  so  far  as  Cape  Town  is  concerned,  I  am  not  giving  evidence  for  the 
sake  of  forcing  any  Municipality  into  combination,  because  we  have  not  anything  to 
gain  from  amalgamation,  but  I  am  purely  giving  my  evidence  on  the  broader  lines, 
inasmuch  as  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Peninsula. 

11820.  Chairman .]  We  will  take  up  the  question  of  amalgamation  later  on  ? — Yes. 

11821.  Mr.  Gurney.']  You  stated  just  now  that,  in  your  opinion,  after  having  just 
returned  from  Europe,  the  streets  of  Cape  Town  compared  very  favourably  with  those 
of  cities,  both  in  England  and  on  the  Continent.  You  were  not  speaking  of  the  actual 
state  of  the  roads,  were  you  ? — I  was  speaking  of  their  cleanliness  or  otherwise. 

11822.  You  were  not  speaking  of  their  muddy  state  ? — No,  I  was  speaking  of  the 
removal  of  refuse,  and  of  the  general  cleanly  state  of  the  roads. 

11823.  Not  of  the  actual  state  of  the  road? — No. 

11824.  Dr.  Anderson.]  Previously,  the  contractor  was  liable  for  dealing  with  the 
refuse,  after  it  had  left  the  city  of  Cape  Town  ? — Yes. 

11825.  Did  the  Corporation  consider  that  the  body,  whoever  it  was,  who  had 
authority  over  the  district  to  which  the  refuse  went,  was  the  body  to  see  that  no 
nuisance  was  created  thereby  ? — Certainly. 

11826.  And  where  nuisances  were  reported  to  the  Corporation,  which  resulted 
from  the  contractor  not  doing  his  work  properly,  the  Corporation  took  action  ? — Yes. 

11827.  And,  as  a  result,  they  took  the  matter  over  ? — Yes. 

11828.  They  did  all  they  possibly  could  to  prevent  any  nuisanoes  with  regard  to 
the  removal  of  refute  ? — Yes,  we  took  it  over  ourselves  when  these  complaints  were 
made. 
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11829.  And  now  you  have  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  the  Government  to 
remove  the  refuse  ? — Y  es. 

11830.  To  the  same  place  ? — No,  further  on,  I  believe. 

11831.  And  do  you  think  any  nuisance  would  be  caused  by  such  refuse,  if  it  were 
properly  dealt  with  ? — I  don’t  think  it  could  cause  any  nuisance.  It  would  be  a  pity, 
at  the  present  time,  to  destroy  it  whilst  we  have  so  much  waste  sand  lying  out  there, 
which  is  converted  into  good  soil  by  means  of  this  refuse. 

11832.  Don’t  you  think  that  it  is  answering  a  very  good  purpose  by  reclaiming 
the  land  there  at  the  present  time  ? — Oh,  yes. 

11833.  And  although  the  destructor  might  he  a  very  necessary  apparatus  for  the 
sanitation  of  a  town  in  England,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  is  necessary  for  that  of  a 
town  in  South  Africa  ? — With  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  refuse  by  the  contractor, 
we  really  only  pay  him  the  railway  charges.  This  man  considered  that  the  reclamation 
of  his  land  by  means  of  the  refuse  was  a  sufficient  profit  for  him,  and  consequently  we 
paid  him  nothing  whatever  for  the  right  of  depositing  the  stuff  upon  his  land.  We 
only  paid  the  actual  railway  expenses.  That  proves  that  he  considers  that  the  refuse 
has  increased  the  value  of  his  land. 

11834.  Would  you  consider  it  necessary  to  have  a  destructor  at  the  present  time, 
when  you  have  such  a  large  area  of  land  still  open  and  which  is  not  likely  to  be  built 
upon  for  sl  great  number  of  years  ? — Our  position  is  this  :  if  the  Government  had  not 
oome  to  our  assistance  we  should  have  gone  in  for  the  destructor. 

11835.  If  you  are  able  to  find  land  to  dip  it  on  to,  then  you  consider  that  is  the 
way  it  should  be  dealt  with  ? — That  is  certainly  better  than  wasting  it. 

11836.  The  cost  at  the  present  time  is  2s.  6d.  per  ton  for  the  removal  of  refuse, 
is  it  not  ? — I  forget  what  the  last  arrangement  with  the  Government  really  was,  but 
there  is  a  special  arrangement  with  the  Government.  It  was,  however,  made  during 
my  visit  to  England. 

11837.  Have  you  gone  into  the  question  of  what  it  would  cost  to  destroy  a  ton 
of  refuse  in  Cape  Town  ? — We  have  several  estimates,  which  have  been  made  by  the 
engineer,  and  those  estimates  are  very  heavy,  hut  I  don’t  know  that  I  coincide  with 
them. 

11838.  Well,  would  you  take  it  from  me  that  in  England  it  costs  2s.  6d.  per 
ton  ? — Yes,  although,  personally,  I  have  not  sufficient  experience  to  give  an  opinion. 

11839.  If  it  costs  2s.  6d.  a  ton  in  England,  you  would  not  expect  to  do  it  for 
less  than  4s.  Od.  a  ton  here,  would  you  ? — That  is  a  very  heavy  percentage  and  I  did 
not  understand  that  that  would  be  the  case  from  what  I  saw  at  Bradford. 

11840.  I  am  giving  you  my  practical  experience.  Then  again  you  consider  the 
composition  of  the  household  refuse  to  be  of  such  a  nature  that  it  would  be  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  cremate  it  ? — Yes,  I  think  we  should  have  to  introduce  a  certain  quantity  of 
coal  and  that  of  course  would  increase  the  cost. 

11841.  But  at  Bradford  they  don’t  introduce  any  fuel? — No,  but  that  is  our  diffi¬ 
culty  here,  of  course. 

11842.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  There  were  representations  made,  to  the  Council,  from 
time  to  time,  extending  over  a  long  period  of  years,  as  to  the  nuisances,  or  danger  to 
health,  arising  from  the  tipping  of  refuse  at  Maitland  ? — No,  I  don’t  remember  that 
there  were  many. 

11843.  If  I  assure  you  that  [the  Council  was  many  times  approached  with 
complaints,  would  you  accept  that  ? — Oh  certainly,  I  accept  your  statement. 

11844.  And  the  reply  was  generally  that  it  is  out  of  the  bounds  of  the 
Municipality,  and  that  the  contractor  was  responsible  to  look  after  that  ? — Yes, 
that  would  be  the  answer,  because  the  contractor  acoepted  all  the  responsibility 
when  he  entered  into  his  contract,  and,  so  far  as  the  Council  is  concerned,  we 
could  not  interfere  with  it,  so  long  as  we  could  hold  him  liable.  But  when  he 
was  not  here  to  be  made  liable,  the  Council  took  the  matter  in  hand. 

11845.  I  simply  lay  emphasis  on  the  point  in  order  to  show  the  need  for 
combined  action  ? — Yes,  I  quite  understand  your  point,  Doctor.  It  is  certainly 
a  difficult  problem — to  deposit  material  in  other  Municipalities  and  creating  a 
nuisance  thereby.  There  should  be  combined  action. 

[From  this  stage  Mr,  Petrus  Jacobus  Bosnian,  a  member  of  the  Cape  Town 
Council,  gave  evidence  with  Mr.  Ball.] 

[J^-.  Wahl ,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Silberbauer,  Wahl  &  Fuller,  appeared  on  behalf 
of  the  Cape  Marine  Suburbs,  Limited.] 

11846.  Chairman .]  The  question  of  how  to  provide  Municipal  services  for  Camps 
Bay  comes  within  the  scope  of  this  Commission,  and  we  should  he  glad  if  .you  would 
tell  us  what  would  be  regarded  as  the  views  of  the  Cape  Town  Council  on  that 
matter  ? — [Mr.  Boiman .)  I  believe  that  we  are  going  to  Parliament  with  a  certain  Bill 
on  this  question,  in  order  to  ask  Parliament  to  allow  us  to  inolude  Camps  Bay  within 


Ur. 

-Th'-.mot  Ball. 
■Hth  June,  1902. 
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tlm  Municipality  of  Gape  Town,  because  we  have  had  some  serious  complaints,  to  the 
T.  •  -x  .  .  .  egeot  that  a  largo  number  of  people  go  out  to  Camps  Bay,  and  that  there  are  no 
lith  June.  1902,  proper  sanitary  arrangements. 

1 1 847.  Do  you  mean  to  include  the  whole  area  of  what  is  known  as  the  “  Cape  Marine 
Suburbs,  extending  over  1,000  morgen,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Cape  Town  Munici¬ 
pality  ? — Yes,  but  I  believe  they  object  to  our  doing  so,  that  is,  as  far  as  I  know.  (Mr. 
Bail.)  I  think,  we  have  a  portion  of  the  land  near  Camps  Bay,  and  we  are  strongly 
opposed  to  any  further  Municipalities  being  established  so  near  to  the  boundaries  of 
Cape  Town,  and  therefore,  as  soon  as  we  noticed  that  the  Camps  Bay  Company  were 
desirous  of  having  a  Municipality  established  there,  the  matter  was  debated  by  us  in 
the  Council,  and  it  was  concluded  that  it  was  inadvisable  that  there  should  be  another 
Municipality  so  near  to  our  area.  We  are  deeply  interested  in  that  part,  because  all  our 
water  goes  down  in  that  direction  and,  besides,  we  have  land  there  in  close  proximity 
to  their  ground. 

11848.  Mr.  Gurney. \  How  far  does  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  extend  in  that 
direction? — It  goes  right  down  to  Batchelor’s  Covo.  Our  boundary  goes  right  down 
to  the  sea,  and  it  takes  in  the  new  hotel,  Mills’  Hotel.  We  have  land  all  round  there. 
Then  we  also  have  land  on  the  side  of  the  Sea  Point  Municipality.  I  could  point  out 
the  exaot  position  on  the  map.  (Witness  pointed  out  the  boundaries  of  the  Cape  Town 
Municipality  to  the  Commission). 

11849.  Chairman.']  Your  boundary  goes  to  the  south  side  of  the  Sea  Point  Muni¬ 
cipality  ? — Yes,  we  have  Municipal  land  there,  and  the  Government  has  also  some  land 
there. 

11850.  Perhaps  Mr.  Wahl  will  tell  us  whether  any  of  the  Camps  Bay  land  comes 
within  the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town  ? — (Mr.  Wahl)  There  is,  I  believe,  a  very 
small  piece  up  at  the  Round  House,  which  is  occupied  by  the  caretaker  of  the  Sea 
Point  Waterworks,  and  he  claims  that  almost  by  prescription,  so  that  a  small  piece 
comes  into  the  Cape  Town  Municipality,  but  there  is  an  amended  title. 

[From  this  stage  Mr.  Ball  answered  most  questions.] 

11851.  I  understand,  then,  Mr.  Ball,  that  it  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Council  that  the  Company,  known  as  the  Cape  Marine  Suburbs,  Limited,  are  desirous  of 
forming  a  new  Municipality  in  that  area  ? — Yes. 

11852.  And  that  matter  has  been  unofficially  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Council  ? — That  is  so. 

11853.  And  your  impression  is  that  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town  will  oppose 
the  creation  of  a  new  Municipality  in  that  neighbourhood  ? — In  the  strongest  possible 
manner. 

11854.  Your  view  being  that,  if  there  is  to  be  a  Municipal  control  in  that  new 
neighbourhood,  it  should  be  only  by  the  extension  of  the  Cape  Town  Municipal 
control  ? — That  is  the  opinion. 

11855.  And  you  found  that  opinion  upon  the  prejudicial  effect  which  the  many 
Municipalities  in  the  Southern  suburbs  have  been  the  cause  of  ? — Yes,  precisely  so. 
We  don’t  wish  to  perpetuate  the  evil. 

11856.  Do  you  agree  with  that  view,  Mr.  Bosnian? — (Mr.  Bosnian.)  Yes. 

11857.  Mr.  Wahl  (through  Chairman).]  The  Council  has  come  to  the  deci¬ 
sion  that  the  area  should  be  included  within  the  Cape  Town  boundary  and  they  have 
published  a  Bill  in  which  they  have  given  the  alteration  of  the  boundaries,  so  as  to 
include  the  Camps  Bay  area  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  result  of  our  informal  discussion. 

11858.  But  can  you  tell  the  Commission,  exactly,  what  is  intended  to  be 
included,  because  Clause  2  of  the  proposed  Bill  reads  as  follows  : — “  From  and  after 
the  promulgation  of  this  Act  the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town,  in  addition  to  the  area 
described  in  Section  2  of  Act  No.  26  of  1893,  shall  include  certain  land  situated  on  the 
South  M  estern  side  of  the  Municipality,  the  boundaries  whereof  shall  be  as  follows : — 

From  the  existing  municipal  boundary  at  the  point  where  the  fountain  in  the  kloof, 
near  the  block  house,  empties  itself  into  the  sea,  thence  along  low  water  mark  to  the 
westward  of  the  estate  Camps  Bay,  granted  to  Anthony  Oliphant  on  the  7th  of 
February,  1839,  and  to  the  westward  of  Lot  ‘  B  ’  of  the  said  estate,  granted  to  the 
said  Anthony  Oliphant  on  the  1st  May,  1832,  thence  along  the  South  Western  and 
South  Eastern  boundaries  of  the  said  Lot  ‘  B,’  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the  ‘  Twelve 
Apostles ,’  thence  along  the  edge  of  the  summit  of  the  ‘  Twelve  Apostles  ’  and  of  Table 
Mountain  to  the  existing  municipal  boundary,  so  as  to  include  the  property  belonging 
to  the  ‘  Cape  Marine  Suburbs,  Limited'  ”  ? — That  is  the  intention. 

11859.  Will  that  include  Oudekraal  ? — Yes,  everything  that  belongs  to  the  place 
over  which  you  want  a  Municipality,  should  be  included  in  the  Cape  Town 
Municipality. 
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11860.  Then  this  clause  does  not  include  that  land  at  Oudekraal  ?-  -Well,  it  is  not  iVlr*g  ^ 
necessary  that  it  should,  because  if  later  on  it  were  found  that  Oudekraal  caused  a  omas  a 
nuisance  in  any  way,  or  a  danger,  or  if  an  application  should  be  made  for  the  nth  June  1902. 
establishment  of  a  Municipality  there,  we  could  then  take  the  same  steps  with  regard 
to  it  that  we  are  taking  now. 

11861.  You  speak  of  your  general  knowledge  with  regard  to  the  intention  of 
having  a  new  Municipality  there,  and  I  believe  you  must  have  also  learnt  from  your 
general  knowledge  that  the  owners  of  the  ground  have  gone  to  very  great  cost  in 
acquiring  the  ground  belonging  to  them  and  various  other  places  round  about  there,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  land  being  cut  up  in  an  undesirable  way  ? — That  is  quite  possible, 
but  they  would  not  in  any  way  be  injured  by  becoming  part  of  the  Municipality  of 
Cape  Town.  Their  rights  would  not  be  interfered  with. 

11862.  In  the  first  place,  do  you  know  that  these  people  have  obtained  expert 
opinion  from  England,  in  order  to  have  a  proper  watering  place  in  South  Africa  ? — I 
have  not  been  informed  that  they  have  obtained  expert  evidence,  and  I  am  totally 
ignorant  of  their  having  done  so. 

11863.  These  people  did  so  with  the  special  object  of  avoiding  mismanagement, 
such  as  they  consider  has  been  done  by  the  Municipality  ? — Well,  we  may  differ  on  the 
subject  of  mismanagement. 

11864.  Have  you,  as  a  Council,  proposed,  or  devised,  anything  which  these  people 
would  get  in  exchange  for  the  right  to  tax  them  and  making  them  responsible  for  the 
Cape  Town  debt  ? — I  don’t  want  to  place  any  burden  of  Cape  Town  upon  them.  They 
would  only  bear  the  expenditure  t>f  their  own  special  needs. 

11865.  But  has  the  Corporation  suggested  anything  to  safeguard  these  people  in 
any  way  ? — I  thiuk  it  is  premature  to  ask  a  question  like  that,  as  to  what  the  require¬ 
ments  of  that  part  will  be,  but  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  Camps  Bap  Company  need 
not  worry  at  all,  that  any  expenditure,  so  far  as  Cape  Town  is  concerned,  would  be 
placed  upon  their  shoulders. 

11866.  Can  you  give  the  Commission  any  example  of  people  protesting  against 
being  brought  into  a  given  area,  not  a  single  inhabitant  asking  to  be  so  brought  in, 
and  yet  their  being  brought  in  nolens  volens  ?  — I  cannot  give  you  any  example,  but 
sometimes  people  have  to  be  taken  care  of  against  their  will. 

11867.  The  usual  procedure  is  that  the  people  ask  to  be  brought  into  a  Munici¬ 
pality,  before  the  Government  proclaims? — We  object  to  a  Municipality  being 
established  so  near  to  Cape  Town.  As  it  is,  we  have  too  many  Municipalities  in  the 
Peninsula. 

11868.  That  property  of  Mr.  Mills’,  of  which  you  spoke,  namely,  the  Clifton- 
on-Sea  Hotel,  has  paid  rates  to  Cape  Town  for  a  very  long  time,  has  it  not? — Yes, 

I  presume  it  has. 

11869.  Can  you  tell  the  Commission  whether  ever  a  £5  note  has  been  spent 
for  the  benefit  of  the  ratepayers  there  ?  Have  you  ever  done  anything  for  those 
people  as  a  Municipality  ? — They  have  received  the  same  benefits  as  other  people. 

11870.  Can  you  say,  from  your  own  knowledge,  whether' you  have  ever  made 
roads  for  those  people,  or  provided  them  with  police  protection  ?— The  roads 
are  made. 

11871.  But  not  by  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  ? — Well,  by  the  Divisional 
Council,  but  you  must  remember  that  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  contribute  a 
very  large  sum  to  the  Divisional  Council. 

11872.  Have  you  done  anything  in  the  way  of  police  protection? — We  don’t 
provide  police  protection  to  anybody. 

11873.  You  did  until  very  lately? — We  had  not  any  say  about  the  distribution  of 
the  police.  We  simply  pay  £5,000  or  £7,000,  as  the  case  may  be. 

11874.  Have  you  provided  those  people  with  light,  or  drainage,  or  water? — There 
is  plenty  of  water,  and  if  Mr.  Mills  made  application  for  it,  he  would  get  it. 

11875.  I  am  only  asking  whether  you  have  ever  given  him  anything? — We  don’t 
give  a  man  anything  unless  ho  asks  for  it,  but  if  ho  wants  the  water  he  can  get  it.  I 
understand,  however,  that  he  does  not  want  to  pay  for  it,  as  he  has  plenty  of  water  of 
his  own. 

11876.  I  am  asking  the  questions,  generally? — I  know. 

11877.  Can  you  say  whether  a  small  watering  place  is  more  likely  to  be  properly 
looked  after  and  have  everything  done  as  emergencies  arise,  by  the  Cape  Town  Council 
which  is  some  distance  away  and  has  no  special  local  interest,  or  is  it  more  likely  to  be 
properly  looked  after  by  the  ratepayers  on  the  spot,  who  would  see  that  no  scrambling 
places  are  put  up  ? — I  take  it  that  the  Municipality  will  not  in  any  way  interfere  with 
the  proper  development  of  the  place,  and  I  don’t  see  that  any  owmer  of  property  could 
suffer,  in  any  way,  by  being  under  Cape  Town.  It  would  be  to  his  advantage,  I 
should  say,  to  be  under  proper  control. 

[G.  21— 1902.] 
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11878.  Chairman.]  Would  the  powers  you  have  under  the  Act  at  the  present 
time,  give  you  the  right  to  deal  with  the  laud  in  a  special  way,  as  far  as  laying  it  out 
is  concerned  ? — Yes,  that  is  to  say,  if  they  propose  to  sell  it,  or  propose  to  build  upon 
it.  The  roads  would  be  done  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  Cape  Town  Act, 
and  that  would  have  to  be  provided  for  before  the  plans  are  passed.  The  Cape  Town 
Council  would  insist  upon  proper  roads,  proper  drainage  and  a  proper  water  supply. 
And  if  the  Company  were  prepared  to  do  all  that  for  their  own  sake  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  whatever. 

11879.  Mr.  Wahl  (through  Chairman).]  As  a  matter  of  faot,  they  would  have 
these  things  done  very  much  better  locally,  than  they  would  be  done  by  the  Cape 
Town  Municipality  ? — Well,  that  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 

11880.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  powers  under  your  Act  at  the  present  time  by 
which  if  in  any  other  part  of  Cape  Town  an  owner  sub-divide  a  particular  property, 
you  could  insist  upon  a  certain  style  of  building  being  put  up  or  a  certain  class  of  road 
constructed  ? — We  have  the  power  to  regulate  a  certain  class  of  architecture,  and  Mr. 
Wahl  will  bear  me  out  that  the  best  possible  advice  is  always  given  by  the  Council. 
That  has  been  done  in  the  case  of  Orangezioht  Estate,  where  we  gave  them  valuable 
advice  for  the  erection  of  houses  for  a  suitable  class  of  tenant  and,  I  believe,  the  ideas 
given  by  the  Council  have  been  adopted  by  the  Company.  That  being  so,  I  cannot 
see  what  their  objection  can  be  to  the  other  portion  of  their  property  coming  under  the 
Cape  Town  Council.  Of  course,  we  have  the  power  to  expropriate,  but  we  only  want 
proper  building  lines  and  drainage. 

11881.  Mr.  Wahl  (through  Chairman) .]  And  that  is  in  the  hands  of  the  owners 
of  the  estates  themselves  ? — Yes,  as  long  as  they  lay  them  down  on  oui  lines  we  are 
satisfied. 

11882.  Chairman.]  Would  your  Council  be  prepared  to  admit  the  desirableness  of 
having  such  a  Marine  Suburb  in  that  part? — Oh,  yes,  and  they  would  be  very 
desirous  of  seeing  it  kept  in  proper  order. 

11883.  Mr.  Wahl  (through  Chairman).]  Can  you  hold  out  any  hope,  that  if 
this  area  is  included  within  the  Cape  Town  Municipality,  these  people  will  have  a 
proper  drainage  scheme  provided  for  them,  and  that  the  question  would  not  be  shelved  ? 
Well,  I  have  only  three  months  more  to  serve,  and  the  citizens  may  not  think  it  worth 
their  while  to  send  me  back  again. 

11884.  But  can  you  say  what  you  are  going  to  do  with  these  people,  if  you  are 
going  to  deprive  them  of  the  power  of  going  in  for  these  things  themselves  ?  Have 
you  advised  anything,  or  proposed  anything,  so  as  to  make  up  to  them  for  taking  away 
that  power  ? — Not  at  present,  but  there  v.  ill  be  no  difficulty,  if  that  suburb  is  prepared 
to  bear  the  expense  of  proper  drainage  there.  There  might  be  a  difficulty  raised,  if  you 
are  going  to  use  the  rates  of  Cape  Town  for  the  purpose,  but  if  the  locality  is  prepared 
to  bear  the  expense  you  will  have  all,  that  you  require,  and  I  can  see  no  difficulty 
whatever. 

11885.  I  suppose  you  will  admit  that  physically  it  is  impossible  to  make  the  drain¬ 
age  of  Camps  Bay  part  of  that  of  Cape  Town  ?  It  will  have  to  be  a  totally  different 
scheme  ? — Oh,  yes,  that  is  quite  right. 

11886.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  powers  of  special  assessment  of  Cape  Town? — 
For  rating  ? 

11887.  Yes. — No,  we  have  not  the  power,  but  I  think  it  is  one  of  those  things 
that  the  Council  should  be  empowered  to  do,  namely,  to  rate  special  properties  for 
special  purposes.  If  the  owners  of  such  properties  desire  certain  things  to  be  carried 
out,  and  they  are  prepared  to  bear  the  expense,  the  Council  should  have  the  power  to 
levy  a  special  rate. 

11888.  And  the  question  of  proper  drainage  and  of  a  proper  supply  of  water  for 
this  area  should  be  considered  under  such  powers  ? — Yes,  that  is  done  at  Port  Eliza¬ 
beth,  where,  if  a  certain  area  wants  a  drain  to  be  put  in,  that  area  bears  the  cost  of  it. 
The  rate  is  levied  accordingly  on  the  properties  in  the  particular  area,  and  out  of  that 
the  cost  is  defrayed. 

11889.  Dr.  Gregor j/.]  There  is  no  such  clause  in  your  new  Act  ? — No. 

11890.  But  this  would  be  a  charge  to  the  Camps  Bay  people,  namely,  the  whole 
cost  of  the  drainage  for  their  area? — If  it  is  their  wish. 

11891.  But  they  would  also  be  paying  interest  on  the  loan  which  has  provided 
drainage  for  Cape  Town  and  which  they  cannot  profit  by  ? — What  different  position 
will  they  be  in  ?  They  are  at  present  prepared  to  undertake  the  whole  expense  for 
constructing  the  drain  ? 

11892.  But  in  that  case  they  should  not  be  contributing  rates  to  pay  interest  on 
your  loan  for  your  drainage  scheme? — Then  they  would  have  the  right,  under  the 
present  Act,  of  paying  two-thirds  of  the  cost  and  the  other  oue-third  would  be  borne 
by  the  Municipality. 
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11893.  Mr.  Wahl  (through  Chair  man).']  But  the  two-thirds  you  are  now  ,  Mr- 

referring  to  is  under  the  Cape  Town  Act  by  which  one- third  of  the  cost  of  road  Tfl0mas  p,nl1 

formation,  and  drainage  of  any  new  estate  in  Cape  Town  is  borne  by  the  Munici-  iith  Juiw  1902. 
palitv  ? — Yes. 

11894.  But  the  question  I  want  to  put  to  you  is  this  :  would  the  position  of  these 
people,  if  not  annexed  by  Cape  Town,  not  be  that  they  would  start  with  a  clean  slate, 
in  which  case  they  would  devote  their  revenue  to  these  purposes,  but  if  they  were 
brought  into  Cape  Town  they  would,  in  addition  to  that  have  to  pay  the  2fd.  as  rate¬ 
payers  in  Cape  Town  for  debt  accumulated  in  the  past?— I  see  no  difficulty  in 
overcoming  that  matter,  because  it  may  be  found  necessary  that  a  different  system 
of  taxation  would  have  to  be  adopted  for  that  locality,  rather  than  the  general 

taxation  of  Cape  Town.  For  instance,  it  might  be  considered  that  the  amount 

of  the  rates  collected  in  that  special  district  should  be  spent  in  th6  district. 

Of  course,  that  is  excepting  the  water  supply  for  which  they  would 
have  to  pay  a  proportionate  share,  as  well  as  a  certain  percentage  towards  the  cost  of 
office  expenditure  and  the  salaries  of  officials  of  the  City  Council  concerned  in  the 
management  of  Camps  Bay  affairs,  but,  generally  speaking,  for  roads  and  drainage, 
and  so  on,  I  think,  the  rates  should  be  chiefly  spent  upon  the  area. 

11895.  Is  not  that  rather,  putting  into  other  words,  that  they  would,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  be  a  separate  Municipality,  but  that  the  ratepayers  would  not  be  allowed 
to  elect  their  representatives  on  the  Cape  Town  Council  ? — They  would  elect  certainly. 

11896  But  they  would  be  a  drop  in  the  ocean  ? — Well,  I  am  trying  to  meet  you. 

11897.  I  think,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  they  would  be  a  separate  Municipality, 
but  Cape  Town  would  expend  the  money  instead  of  the  men  there  themselves? — I 
don’t  quite  see  your  point.  You  would  have  as  much  right  to  representation  there  if 
that  portion  were  brought,  under  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  as  Cape  Town  people. 

There  is  no  reason  why  you  should  not  have  representation  from  there,  and,  in  all  • 
probability,  the  Ward  system  will  be  introduced,  and  you  would  have  your  representa¬ 
tives  from  Wards. 

11898.  You  sav,  as  regards  the  rate,  the  amount  imposed  should  be  a  separate 
one  ? — Yes. 

11899  The  water  scheme  might  be  supplied  separate  from  the  other  things  of 
Cape  Town,  that  is  to  say,  that  area  would  get  a  certain  propoition  ? — Yes. 

119U0.  But  they  might  be  supplied  as  private  buyers  in  the  same  way  with  a 
certain  quantity,  might  they  not,  in  any  case? — Yes. 

11901.  You  say,  as  regards  drainage,  that  would  have  to  be  separate? — That  is 
my  suggestion. 

11902.  So  that,  to  all  intaffts  and  purposes,  they  would  be  a  separate  Municipality, 
only  they  would  not  have  a  separate  body,  but  be  under  the  Cape  Town  Council  ? — The 
same  thing  applies  to  the  various  other  Municipalities.  They  spend  their  own  money 
and  do  whatever  they  like  now,  but,  in  the  interests  of  the  Peninsula,  it  has  been  the 
greatest  mistake  imaginable.  If  we  had  not  had  so  many  Municipalities  better  water 
and  drainage  schemes  would  have  gone  through  long  before  this,  and  now,  after 
having  seen  the  mistake,  a  proposal  comes  to  establish  a  new  Municipality,  and  to  that 
we  decidedly  object.  The  principle  of  extending  existing  Municipalities,  rather  than 
creating  new  ones,  is  being  adopted  everywhere.  They  are  absorbing  the  Municipali¬ 
ties  one  after  the  other.  If  Cape  Town  had  been  alive  to  its  interest  the  whole  of  the 
Camps  Bay  area  would  have  been  under  the  control  of  the  City'Council  years  ago. 

11903.  Then  it  is  rather  this:  you  say  that  to  all  intents  and  purposes  it  would 
be  the  same  as  the  other  suburban  Municipalities  ? — Yes. 

11904.  Would  it  not  be  better  that  a  Central  Board,  to  deal  with  these  matters, 
should  be  established,  and  that  Camps  Bay  should  not  be  worse  off  than  any  of  the 
other  Municipalities  by  being  absorbed  as  part  of  the  general  area  of  the  City  of  Cape 
Town,  but  that  it  should,  at  any  rate,  hive  the  same  advantage  which  the  other 
suburban  Municipalities  enjoy,  namely,  that  of  looking  after  its  own  interests?  AVe 
do  not  differ  with  regard  to  the  establishment  of  a  central  authority  to  deal  with  large 
matters,  such  as  water  and  other  things,  but  we  certainly  do  object  to  being  placed  on  a 
worse  footing  than  the  other  Municipalities  ? — There  is  no  reason  why  you  should  be 
placed  under  a  special  disadvantage  by  forming  part  of  the  M  unicipality  of  Cape  Town. 

The  great  principle  that  we  have  to  consider  is  this  :  You  are  large  owners  of  property, 
at  the  present  time,  but  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  your  Company  from  selling  to 
individuals  and  thus  we  would  have  a  number  of  persons  to  deal  with  if  bye  and  bye 
you  should  decide  to  sell  your  ground.  Therefore,  we  say,  it  is  much  better  to  bring 
you  imder  proper  Municipal  government  at  once,  rather  than  wait  and  apply  later  on. 

The  time  is  now,  and  experience  in  the  past  has  proved,  that  we  have  acted  very  un¬ 
wisely. 
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11905.  Chairman .]  What  you  say  is,  that  you  consider  that  the  interests 
of  this  neighbourhood  have  been  prejudiced  bjr  these  separate  Municipalities, 
»  9  2.  and  of  course  you  could  not  be  in  favour  of  amalgamation  ou  the  one  side  and  not  on 
the  other  F — Precisely. 

11906.  You  must  adopt  the  principle  right  through  F — Yes. 

11907.  Put  you  say  that  with  regard  to  the  feelings  of  the  owners  of  Camps 
Bay,  special  arrangements  could  be  made  by  themselves,  with  the  consent  of  the  Cape 
Town  Corporation,  as  to  the  division  of  their  lands  and  the  Muuicipal  improvements 
to  be  carried  out  F — I  see  no  difficulty  at  all. 

11908.  Mr.  Wahl  (through  Chairman ).]  You  have  published  a  Bill  which 
you  propose  to  introduce  in  the  ensuing  session  of  Parliament,  and  in  that  you  ask 
that  the  area  of  Cape  Town  should  be  extended,  so  as  to  include  that  land,  but  in  it 
you  have  made  no  provision  for  giving  the  ratepayers  the  protection  that 
you  now  say  you  would  be  prepared  to  give  them  F — We  have  not  gone  into 
the  details  of  the  Bill.  It  was  only  just  recently  that  we  were  made  aware 
of  the  fact  that  you  intended  to  apply  for  a  Municipality  there,  and  we 
protected  ourselves  at  once  when  we  saw  your  application,  by  deciding  and  notifying 
that  we  intended  to  oppose  the  establishment  of  a  separate  Municipality. 

11909.  It  is  just  the  other  way  about.  The  notice  was  advertised  by  you  and  we 
protested  against  it  ? — There  are  many  ways  of  obtaining  information,  and  the  in¬ 
formation  was  brought  to  our  notice  that  it  was  your  intention  to  apply  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Municipality  there  ;  we  then  published  our  Bill  in  order  to  prevent 
that,  not  in  any  spirit  to  deprive  you  of  any  of  your  rights  ;  and,  there  is  no  reason 
why  these  alterations  which  I  have  suggested,  just  now,  should  not  be  introduced, 
when  the  details  of  the  Bill  come  to  be  considered.  The  Bill,  of  course,  is  incomplete, 
as,  for  instance,  we  have  not  introduced  the  question  of  Wards  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
„  two  other  members  of  the  Council  and  myself  have  been  empowered  to  draft  a 
resolution  which  should  be  embodied  in  that  Bill,  so  that  it  might  form  part  of  the 
Bill,  making  provisions  in  that  behalf. 

1 1910.  Chairman .]  Could  we  get  that  resolution  ? — It  has  not  been  drafted  yet. 

11911.  When  it  is  drafted  ? — Since  the  Bill  has  been  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Council,  the  question  of  Ward  representation  has  been  debated  and  I  took  the  same 
view  that  the  Council  should  have  an  optional  clause,  and  then  it  was  decided  that 
three  members  of  the  Council  should  form  a  Committee  to  draft  that  resolution.  It  has 
been  delayed  simply  because  the  prospects  of  Parliament  meeting  are  so  vague.  But 
we  should  have  very  soon  come  to  work  if  there  was  any  chance  of  the  Bill  getting 
before  Parliament  soon. 

11912.  Dr.  Gregory.  J  But  that  resolution  only  deals  with  the  introduction  of  the 
Ward  system  ? — Quite  so. 

11913.  It  does  not  deal  with  introducing  safeguards  for*providing  that  a  propor¬ 
tionate  expenditure  should  go  upon  a  district  ? — That  is  so. 

11914.  And  your  own  idea,  and  that  of  the  Council  would  be,  that  they  would  be 
agreeable  that  that  should  be  introduced  into  the  Bill,  safeguarding  the  owners  in  that 
direotion  ? — I  think,  powers  like  that  should  be  introduced  into  the  Bill,  I  may  say, 
apart  from  Camps  Bay  altogether,  but  with  regard  to  the  amalgamation  of  the 
Municipalities  themselves,  I  felt  that  something  like  that  might  have  to  be  introduced, 
because  a  general  rating  power  would  probably  be  objected  to  by  Cape  Town.  We,  of 
course,  expect  that  something  of  the  kind  will  be  suggested  by  this  Commission,  and, 
if  such  a  provision  were  introduced  into  this  Bill,  it  would  apply  equally  to  Camps  Bay, 
if  it  comes  under  the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town. 

11915.  But  you  are  clear  that  there  should  not  be  a  second  local  authority 
established  in  that  area  ? — I  am. 

11916.  But  that  when  Cape  Town  taxes  it,  it  should  safeguard  the  interests  of  the 

inhabitants  ? — Yes. 

11917.  Mr.  Wahl  (through  Chairman) .]  We  should,  at  all  events,  come  so 
far  that  Camps  Bay,  at  least,  is  entitled  to  the  same  treatment  as  all  the  areas  which 
at  present  have  separate  Municipalities.  That  is  to  say,  if  you  form  a  Central  body 
for  the  Peninsula  in  which  all  the  Municipalities  would  be  merged  to  a  greater  or  less 
degree.  Camps  Bay  would  then  be  merged  in  that  way  and  not  form  an  integral  part 
of  Cape  Town,  any  more  than  Sea  Point  and  Wynberg ;  that  is  what  we  object  to. 
Our  objection  is  not  against  the  Central  body  but  we  should  want,  at  the  very  least, 
to  stand  in  a  position  to  look  after  our  own  interests  and  pushing  them  forward  in  the 
best  manner  possible  F — (No  answer.) 

11918.  Chairman .]  Would  it  not  be  possible,  in  the  Bill,  to  make  special  provi¬ 
sion  for  making  the  owners  of  any  particular  part  of  land  to  come  in  under  special 
arrangements,  as  to  the  style  of  building,  style  of  road,  special  taxation  and  so  on  F 
The  thing  is  done  in  other  Municipalities  and  why  cannot  it  be  done  here  F  The  diffi¬ 
culties  could  be  met  by  such  a  Bill,  could  it  not  F — (No  answer). 
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11919.  Dr.  Gregory.']  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  take  it,  you  consider  now  that  the  Mr- 
Bill,  as  far  as  it  alludes  to  the  Camps  Bay  Estate,  is  somewhat  incomplete  and  wants 
additional  clauses  to  meet  these  things  ? — Yes.  llth  June>  1902. 

11920.  And  you  have  no  doubt  that  the  Couucil  would  see  their  way  to  make 
these  additional  clauses? — Yes. 

11921.  That  is  quite  apart  from  what  the  Commission  might  do  in  the  general 
matter  of  amalgamation  ? — Quite  so. 

11922.  Chairman.]  These  being  your  views,  I  suppose  we  might  take  it  that 
they  would  meet  with  the  views  of  the  Corporation  ? — I  thiuk  so. 

11923.  So  that  Mr.  Wahl  knows  now  what  your  views  are  on  the  matter,  and 
could  prepare  his  evidence  accordingly? — Yes. 


THURSDAY,  12th  JUNE,  1902. 

Present  : 

Hon.  Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory.  |  Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney.  |  Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ball ,  C.M.G.,  and  Mr.  P.  J.  Bosnian ,  further  examined. 

[Except  in  the  cases  where  Mr.  Bosnian  is  specially  mentioned,  all  the  answers  were 
given  by  Mr.  Ball.] 

11924.  Chairman.]  The  next  subject  is  that  of  lighting  ? — Before  going  into  that  Messrs, 
there  is  a  little  matter  which  I  want  to  clear  up.  Dr.  Gregory  asked  me  a  question  ThmnasBall 

in  regard  to  Woodstock,  as  to  whether  any  communication  had  ever  come  from  />  j  Bosnian. 
Woodstock  with  regard  to  joining,  or  associating,  themselves  with  us  in  any  drainage  j— 
scheme.  1  was  unable  at  the  time  to  answer,  because  it  had  not  happened  in  my  term  1  ’ 

of  offioe.  But  now  1  may  say  that  I  believe  the  records  will  shew  that  Cape  Town 
has  made  every  effort  to  associate  with  Woodstock  in  a  general  drainage  scheme.  Of 
course,  at  one  time  it  was  understood  that  the  drainage  outfall  would  be  in  a  different 
direction  to  that  which  it  now  takes.  Under  the  other  scheme  it  would  have  been 
necessary  for  it  to  pass  through  a  portion  of  Woodstock.  The  Woodstock  people,  how¬ 
ever,  set  their  faces  against  having  anything  at  all  to  do  with  the  business,  and  would 
not  come  to  any  terms  with  us.  This  may  be  verified  by  Mr.  George 
Smart,  who  was  in  the  thick  of  the  discussion.  He  is  well  versed  in  all 
the  details  of  what  took  place.  The  attempt  was  really  made  to  get 
them  in,  but  they  did  not  meet  Cape  Town’s  efforts  to  join  with  them.  If  they  had 
shewn  any  willingness  they  would  have  been  considered,  even  after  the  change  of  the 
outfall.  They  certainly,  at  any  rate,  would  have  had  a  title  to  be  associated  with  us 
even  though  our  outfall  was  in  another  direction.  I  thought  I  ought  just  to  mention 
that. 

11925.  Dr.  Gregory.]  It  ought  to  be  mentioned  to  you,  Mr.  Ball,  that  in  the 
evidence  which  we  got  from  Woodstock  it  would  appear  that  they  applied  to  Cape  Town 
to  be  allowed  to  combine  in  a  drainage  scheme,  but  they  could  not  get  any  answer 
from  you? — You  may  see  the  records,  and  I  think  you  will  find  that  they 
are  quite  sufficient  to  show  that  I  am  right.  If  the  records  about  that  date  were 
obtained  they  would  furnish  considerable  interesting  infoi’mation.  Of  course,  I 
daresay  that  the  Woodstock  evidence  was  referring  to  something  in  regard  to  the 
present  outfall,  after  they  had  dismissed  all  intention  of  joining  with  us  in  the  original 
scheme.  It  may  be  that  they  are  referring  to  something  that  happened  when  the 
present  scheme  was  considered. 

11926.  Chairman.]  Now  in  the  matter  of  public  lighting,  Mr.  Ball,  would  you 
mind  telling  us  what  are  your  arrangements  in  Cape  Town  ? — Our  electric  light 
system  is  undergoing  development  every  year  to  a  very  large  extent,  and  I  certainly 
think  that  it  could  be  utilised  for  supplying  electric  light  to  all  the  suburbs  at  a  very 
considerably  less  cost  to  the  people  in  the  suburbs  than  they  are  paying  now. 

11927.  To  what  extent  do  you  think  you  could  supply  electric  light  more  cheaply 
than  it  is  now  supplied  in  the  suburbs  ? — The  price  which  the  Suburban  Company  are 
now  charging  is,  I  believe,  either  Is.  fid.  or  Is.  9d.  per  unit.  Our  maximum 
charge  is  Is.  2d.  per  unit,  but  we  have  a  minimum  charge  of  8d.  per  unit. 
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Messrs  That  is  to  say,  our  charge  is  based  on  a  sliding  scale  according  to  the 

‘  M  V  4  '  consumption.  A  consumer  taking  1,200  units  per  month  pays  the  minimum  charge  of 

r.  y." 8d.  per  unit,  and,  according  to  the  diminution  in  the  quantity  taken,  the  price  per 
Tu~  j  HV,  unit  is  increased  until  the  maximum  of  Is.  2d.  is  reached.  It  is  really  a  discount — a 
‘  very  large  discount — whioh  is  allowed  upon  payment,  if  the  account  is  paid  within  30 
days  of  the  rendering  of  the  statement.  That  is  to  say,  if  the  account  for  this  month 
were  paid  by  the  end  of  next  month  there  would  be  this  very  large  discount.  I  might 

add  that  our  charges  for  a  “  day  load  ”  are  very  much  smaller  than  for  a  “  night 

load.”  We  charge  about  half  the  “  night  load  ”  charges. 

11928.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  You  gc  as  low  as  4d.  per  unit  ? — Yes,  for  the  maximum 
quantity,  and  in  the  same  proportion  right  through. 

11929  Chairman.^  I  believe  you  are  increasing  your  plant,  are  you  not,  even  at 
the  present  time  ? — Yes,  very  largely. 

11930.  And  you  consider  that  you  would  be  able  to  supply  the  suburbs  with  all 
then-  requirements  for  electric  lighting? — We  offered  to  supply  the  present  Suburban 
Electric  Lighting  Company  with  a  large  quantity  of  electricity.  We  would  have  been 
in  a  position  to  do  so.  All  they  would  have  had  to  do  would  have  been  the  distribu¬ 
tion,  but  they  did  not  see  then-  way  to  accept  our  offer. 

11931.  Have  the  Corporation  anything  to  do  with  the  Gas  Works? — No,  we 
have  nothing  lo  do  with  them. 

11931a.  Ho  you  use  any  gas  for  public  lighting  ? — Not  much,  in  fact  very  little. 
We  have  gas  in  the  Town  Hall,  but  it  is  not  used  for  street  lamps. 

11932.  All  your  public  lighting  is  done  by  electricity  ? — Yes. 

11933.  Have  you  any  statement  as  to  the  capital  invested  in  your  electric  works  ? 
—  (Mr.  Bosnian.)  I  have  some  figures  here  which  shew  the  increase  during  the  past 
5  years.  In  1896,  we  received  £9,008  in  revenue  from  our  electric  light ;  in  1897, 
the  revenue  was  £12,238  ;  in  1898  it  was  £16,412  ;  in  1899,  £22,038  ;  1900,  £28,618, 
and  1901,  £33,275.  The  expenditure  has  been  about  equal.  Sometimes  there  has  been 
a  little  surplus,  but  we  have  always  expended  it  in  improving  our  electric  lighting 
works.  I  may  safely  say  we  have  always  had  something  over  at  the  end  of  our  year’s 
working,  but  it  has  always  been  used  in  increasing  the  plant  and  so  forth.  We  were 
seriously  hampered  for  some  time  because  we  could  not  supply  all  the  eleutricity  that 
was  wanted,  and  we  commenced  to  lay  the  fouadations  for  a  new  electric  lighting 
station  close  to  the  Central  Wharf.  We  were  in  fact  just  about  to  build  when  the 
Government  prevented  us  from  doing  so.  We  had  an  action  in  the  Supreme  Court 
about  it,  and  it  was  the  long  delay  that  kept  us  back,  and  prevented  us  from  being  in 
a  position  to  give  more  light  to  the  town.  ISiow  we  are  building  elsewhere,  and  in  a 
few  years’  time  we  will  be  able  to  supply  two  or  three  times  the  amount  that  we  can  now 
supply.  We  have  already  a  temporary  station  to  help  us  in  emergency. 

11934.  You  have  started  that  ? — Yes. 

11935.  Is  it  to  be  a  permanent  work? — Oh,  yes. 

11936.  Have  you  a  return  of  the  capital  invested  in  your  electric  lighting  plant  ? 
— I  have,  but  not  with  me.  I  know  the  total  was  £125,009,  but  now  I  believe  it  is 
more.  (Mr.  Bosman.)  The  total  is  now  nearly  £140,000. 

11937.  I  have  just  found  a  return  issued  from  the  Town  House  which  shews  that 
the  capital  expended  on  the  installation,  as  completed  to  that  time,  was  £139,507? — 
(J Ir.  Bosman.)  Yes,  that  was  to  the  31st  December  of  last  year.  Our  financial  year 
ends  on  that  date.  We  have  expended  a  little  money  since  then,  but  I  could  not 
exactly  say  how  much,  because  the  total  has  not  been  extracted  from  the  books. 

11938.  You  have  considerable  powers  for  increasing  your  plant  ? — Yes,  we  have 
had  a  further  loan  granted  of  £100,000  to  increase  our  plant. 

11939.  I  see  that,  during  the  course  of  1901,  you  expanded  a  sum  of  £21,458 
in  maintenance  and  working? — Yes.  (Mr.  Bosman.)  STes,  and  of  course  that  is  a  much 
smaller  sum  than  the  revenue,  but  we  are  always  using  our  surplus  money  to  improve 
our  works.  , 

11940.  Does  that  item  of  maintenance  and  working  expenses  include  interest  and 
Sinking  Fund? — Yes. 

1 1941.  You  have  a  total  authorised  borrowing  power  under  this  head  of  £205,961  ? 
— Yes.  (Mr.  Bosman.)  And  we  have  still  to  expend,  calculating  from  the  end  of  last 
year,  over  £66,000.  The  actual  figures  are  £66,454. 

11942.  At  what  do  you  anticipate  your  reveuue  for  the  present  year? — (Mr. 
Bosman.)  We  calculate  it  at  about  £35,800. 

11943.  Then  are  you  very  well  satisfied  with  this  as  an  investment,  Mr.  Ball? — 
Very  well,  indeed, 

11944.  There  has,  sometimes,  been  considerable  debate  as  to  whether  it  is  a  good 
thing  for  Municipalities  to  engage  in  this  line  of  business,  but  your  experience  has 
inclined  you  to  be  strongly  in  favour  of  it  ? — Yes,  most  decidedly.  We  suffered  con- 
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siderably  in  the  old  days  with  regard  to  the  gas.  That  was  what  really  led  us  to  go  in 
for  electricity.  The  gas  lighting  system  was  most  unsatisfactory  in  every  way.  There 
has  been  an  improvement  in  our  electric  light  every  year  since  it  began.  The  town 
paid  on  account  of  the  electric  lighting  the  sum  of  £6,000  last  year.  We  make  an 
increase  practically  every  year,  which  means  a  further  addition  to  the  lighting  of  the  town. 
The  charge  of  the  town  for  street  lighting  is  a  purely  nominal  one.  It  is  calculated 
at  the  bare  cost  of  generating  the  electricity.  There  is  no  question  of  profit  about  it. 
The  town  gets  the  light  at  aotual  cost  price.  It  is  from  the  private  consumer  that  the 
profit  is  made. 

11945.  What  is  the  rate  per  unit  at  which  you  charge  the  Town  Council? — I 
would  not  like  to  say.  I  would  prefer  to  say  that  it  is  supplied  at  cost  price.  (Mr. 
Bosman.)  The  Electric  Lighting  Committee  looks  upon  the  city  as  one  of  its 
customers,  but  not  as  one  of  its  customers  from  whom  a  profit  is  to  be  derived. 

11946.  In  your  aocounts  this  charge  appears  as  a  lump  sum  for  street  lighting 
without  the  actual  details  being  set  forth  ? — Yes,  we  charge  so  much  per  light. 

11947.  Speaking  generally,  from  your  experience  in  the  Municipality  in  the  matter 
of  electric  lightiug,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  the  extension  of  the  system  to  the 
neighbouring  Municipalities  ? — Yes. 

11948.  Would  you  even  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  you  would  be  prepared  to  buy  out 
the  present  Company,  which  supplies  the  light  to  the  suburbs,  and  run  the  thing  at 
your  own  risk  for  the  supply  of  the  suburbs  ? — I  would  not  like  to  say  that  we  would 
interfere  with  the  existing  Company,  but  we  feel  ourselves  quite  capable  of  supplying 
the  required  light  for  the  public  streets,  as  well  as  for  private  consumption  at  a  con¬ 
siderably  reduced  cost.  That  is  to  say,  at  no  extra  increase  on  what  we  are  charging 
for  our  maximum  rate  now,  probably  less.  It  is  a  case  of  the  larger  the  output  the 
better  the  terms. 

11949.  Do  you  really  think  that  you  could  supply  electric  energy  to  the  suburbs 
for  the  same  price  as  in  town  ? — Yes,  if  not  less. 

11950.  Is  the  electricity  being  used  for  trade  purposes — that  is  to  say,  for  power? 
— Its  application  for  those  purposes  is  gradually  increasing.  We  did  not  supply  much 
for  that  purpose  until  recently.  It  is  only  within  the  last  year  that  we  have  been 
importing  a  meter  to  register  a  “  day  load  ”  as  well  as  a  “  night  load.”  We  have  now 
obtained  these  automatic  meters  which  register  what  has  been  consumed  during  the 
day  as  well  as  what  has  been  consumed  during  the  night,  and  keep  the  two  matters 
separate.  We  are,  therefore,  now  in  a  better  position  to  give  every  encouragement  for 
the  use  of  electricity  during  the  day.  The  difficulty  of  registering  what  was  con¬ 
sumed  during  certain  hours  hampered  us  considerably  in  the  past.  It  is  only  within 
the  last  year  that  we  really  commenced  operations  in  supplying  electricity  at  this  low 
figure  for  the  use  of  lifts  and  motors  in  the  town.  Their  number  is  now  increasing 
very  rapidly. 

11951.  Has  the  question  of  municipalising  the  gas  supply  been  before  the 
Council  ? — It  has  not  been  discussed,  but  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  wise  thing  for  us 
to  undertake  it. 

11952.  You  think  it  would  be  an  economy  for  the  town  ? — I  think  so. 

11953.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  use  of  gas  is  keeping  up  ? — I  believe  it  is.  It 
is  used  for  cooking  purposes  though  not  so  much  for  lighting  purposes  as  before. 

11954.  You  think  that  what  it  loses  in  one  it  gains  in  the  other? — I  think  it 
more  than  gains. 

11955.  Are  statistics  published  in  connection  with  the  Gas  Company’s  business  ? 
— I  have  not  seen  any. 

11956.  Does  the  charge  for  gas  strike  you  as  being  a  reasonable  one  ? — Certainly 
not ;  anything  but  that.  Ten  shillings  per  1,000  feet  seems  to  be  a  very  high  figure. 

11957.  Has  that  always  been  the  charge  ? — No,  it  was  reduced  for  a  short  time  to 
about  9s.,  but  when  the  new  Company  took  over  they  put  up  the  charge  again  to  its 
original  figure.  Of  course  I  must  admit  that  they  were  extending  their  mains  and 
laying  out  considerable  extra  capital. 

11958.  When  did  that  take  place? — Several  years  ago.  I  must  admit  that  there 
has  been  an  increased  cost  to  the  Compan}'  within  the  last  few  years ;  and  it  miarht 
have  been  expected  that  there  would  bo  an  extra  charge  for  some  little  time,  but  the 
present  charge  has  been  in  force  for  many  years. 

11959.  Do  you  know  what  capital  is  invested  in  the  undertaking? — No,  per¬ 
sonally  I  am  not  aware  of  it,  but  I  think  that  the  capital  of  the  original  company  was 
about  £40,000. 

11960.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  whether  the  working  of  the  Company  is 
remunerative  ? — It  was  in  the  earlier  days.  I  cannot  speak  for  the  present.  It 
depends  entirely  upon  the  capital,  and  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  what  their  capital 
is,  but  I  think  their  business  is  remunerative. 


Messrs. 

Thomas  Ball 
and 

P.  J.  Busman. 
12th  June,  1902. 
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M  "i-;;  11961.  T  suppose  you  are  judging  from  the  fact  that  they  are  extending  their 

.-inY'  operations? — Yes. 

p.j.:  11962.  Dr.  Gregory.']  You  say  that  the  Eleotric  Committee  supplies  the  Corpora- 

>th  Tun.  g  v,  tion  with  light  for  a  certain  prioe  ? — Yes. 

1 1963.  Is  it  not  the  usual  tiling  for  corporate  bodies  which  manufacture  their  own 
electric  light  to  make  public  what  they  charge  themselves  for  the  supply  ? — We  make 
public  what  we  charge  ourselves.  We  charge  so  much  per  lamp. 

11964.  But  what  do  you  charge  per  unit  ? — We  do  not  charge  per  unit. 

11965.  Mr.  Clark,  the  Government  Electrician,  when  he  gave  evidence  before  the 
Commission  the  other  day,  furnished  us  with  figures  as  to  what  a  number  of  different 
local  bodies  in  England  oharge  themselves  per  unit  for  electric  light  manufactured  by 
themselves  ? — I  have  no  experience  of  that. 

11966.  He  also  gave  us  the  figures  as  to  what  the  light  cost  such  Corporations 
in  manufacture.  Is  there  any  reason  why  such  information  should  not  be  available 
here  ? — No,  there  is  no  reasop  whatever. 

11967.  Then  what  is  your  objection  to  informing  the  Commission? — I  have  not 
the  accurate  figures,  and  I  would  not  give  you  what  is  not  strictly  correct.  But,  as 
far  as  we  are  concerned,  we  do  not  charge  the  town  per  unit  consumed.  We  calculate 
the  number  of  lamps,  and  charge  so  much  per  lamp.  It  has  never  been  charged  at  per 
unit,  nor  has  it  ever  been  suggested  that  it  should  be  charged  at  so  much  per  unit. 
We  calculate  the  number  of  lights,  and  the  number  of  hours  they  are  burning,  and  then 
we  get  pretty  nearly  at  the  consumption.  Our  charge  is  made  out  exactly  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Gas  Company  charged  us  in  the  olden  days. 

11968.  What  do  you  charge  per  lamp  ? — I  have  not  got  the  details. 

11969.  Could  you  not  furnish  us  with  the  details? — Yes,  I  think  we  could  do  it. 

11970.  The  matter  is  of  importance  in  this  way  :  The  Suburban  Municipalities 
pay  so  much  per  lamp  to  the  Cape  Peninsula  Lighting  Company,  and  it  would  be  of 
advantage  to  be  able  to  compare  what  they  pay  with  what  you  are  able  to  supply 
the  light  at ;  that  is  to  say,  what  is  paid  by  the  Council  ? — You  have  to  look  at  the 
two  things  from  a  very  different  standpoint.  The  Company  in  the  suburbs  have  to 
work  for  dividends.  They  are  not  likely  to  supply  the  electric  light  on  the  same 
conditions  as  we  supply  it. 

11971.  And  therefore  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  charges  would  compare  very 
favourably  with  the  suburban  charges  ? — Very  favourably  indeed. 

11972.  Which  would  be  an  argument  for  the  local  authorities  carrying  on  their 
own  electric  lighting  ? — Yes.  I  will  try  to  look  up  the  information  for  you. 

11973.  What  is  the  candle-power  of  your  street  lamps  ? — They  vary  considerably. 
I  had  got  out  a  large  number  of  details  in  connection  with  the  electric  lighting,  but  I 
have  mislaid  my  memorandum. 

11974.  Will  you  be  able  to  furnish  the  Commission  with  the  average  candle-power 
and  the  rate  of  charge  ? — Yes,  I  will  do  so. 

11975.  When  you  started  your  electric  lighting  operations  you  erected  a  gene¬ 
rating  station  up  at  the  Molteno  Reservoir  ? — Yes. 

11976.  Can  you  inform  the  Commission  what  your  grounds  were  for  doing  that  ? 
— I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Council  when  that  was  undertaken,  but  I  believe  the 
principal  reason  was  that  they  would  be  able  to  utilise  the  water  supply  for  running 
the  turbines,  after  which  the  water  could  run  into  the  reservoir,  and  there  would  be  no 
waste. 

11977.  To  what  extent  is  the  water  so  used  ? — To  a  very  considerable  extent,  but 
of  course,  the  machinery  is  altogether  inadequate  for  what  we  now  require. 

11978.  Roughly  speaking,  how  many  days  in  the  year  is  the  station  at  the 
Molteno  Reservoir  run  with  coal  and  how  many  days  with  water  power? — For  several 
months  in  the  year  we  are  able  to  run  every  day  there  with  water  power ;  it  is  only  diming 
the  dry  season,  when  the  water  supply  is  a  short  one,  that  we  have  to  cut  it  down  to 
probably  two  days  in  the  week.  I  may  say  though  that  really  we  get  eight  months  in 
the  year  full  running. 

11979.  In  your  opinion,  when  }’our  main  generating  station  is  quite  finished,  will 
it  pay  to  continue  running  the  Molteno  Reservoir  station,  in  view  of  the 
expense  of  keeping  up  two  establishments  and  carting  fuel  such  a  long 
distance  ? — All  that  is  under  serious  consideration  at  the  present  moment. 
We  are  giving  careful  attention  to  it.  In  all  probability  we  shall  remove  the  machinery 
from  there  and  run  by  water  power  only.  I  doubt  whether  we  shall  oontinue  our 
engines  there  Apart  from  the  question  of  the  cost  of  carting  the  fuel,  there  is  the 
advisability  of  concentrating  the  works. 

11980.  You  also  have  a  generating  station  in  Dorp-street,  I  believe? — We  have. 

11981.  Is  it  proposed  to  continue  that? — Not  as  a  generating  station.  In  all 
probability  the  engines  and  boiler  will  be  removed  to  the  Plantation,  where  we  are 
building  our  permanent  works. 
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11982.  Will  it  be  retained  as  an  accumulating  station  ? — Yes,  and  for  stores.  We 
could  not  dispense  with  the  premises.  They  are  most  useful,  although  some  portion  of 
them  may  be  turned  to  other  uses. 

11983.  Has  not  the  estimate  upon  whioh  you  based  the  probable  future  require¬ 
ments  of  the  city  proved  insufficient  ? — I  would  not  like  to  say  that,  although  we  have 
grown  very  rapidly.  We  have  not  been  able  to  get  our  machinery  out  as  quickly  as 
we  wanted  it,  and  therefore  have  not  always  been  able  to  cope  with  the  demand.  Then, 
again,  as  Mr.  Bosnian  has  remarked,  there  was  some  delay  with  regard  to  the  site  for  a 
permanent  station.  We  were  anxious  to  build  where  we  could  have  plenty  of  room  to 
extend,  and  our  desire  was,  also,  to  use  the  cleanest  water  which  we  could  get  from  the 
Bay  for  condensing  purposes.  That  was  the  reason  why  we  tried  to  get  as  far  out  on 
the  reclaimed  land  near  the  Central  Jetty  as  possible.  The  trouble  that  arose  caused 
considerable  delay.  To  cope  with  the  matter  a  little  we  put  up  a  temporary  shed  on 
the  Plantation.  That  has  enabled  us  to  keep  pace  with  the  demands  of  the  town.  We 
are  now  erecting  our  permanent  buildings  there. 

11984.  I  was  speaking  of  the  original  estimate,  which  led  you,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  erect  your  generating  station  at  the  Molteno  Reservoir  ? — I  do  not  know 
what  the  estimates  were  when  they  first  commenced  the  erection  of  that  station.  I 
was  not  a  member  of  the  Council  at  that  time.  I  do  know  this,  however,  that,  so  far 
as  our  estimates  have  been  concerned  recently,  we  have  come  out  very  well.  Our  late 
engineer,  Mr.  Lowe,  estimated  what  was  actually  required  very  well  indeed. 

11985.  But  that  was  after  the  first  works  were  erected  P — Yes. 

11986.  Had  you  had  in  view  what  you  now  require,  you  would  never  have  started 
with  your  works  up  at  the  Molteno  Reservoir  ? — Possibly  not,  but  yet,  I  do  not  know 
that  we  might  not  have  gone  there.  I  believe  there  was  a  very  strong  faith  in  regard 
to  the  value  of  water  power  for  generating  purposes  at  that  time.  It  is  only  as  the 
result  of  actual  experience  that  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  better  to  erect 
these  buildings  lower  down  in  the  town. 

11987.  Assuming  that  you  supplied  current  to  the  suburban  Municipalities,  is  the 
site  of  the  main  generating  station  the  best  you  oould  have  ? — It  is  quite  as  good  as 
any  position  we  could  select. 

11988.  There  would  be  no  advantage  in  having  it  in  a  more  central  position  as 
regards  the  area  you  would  have  to  supply? — I  do  not  think  it  affeots  it  in  the  least. 
We  had  the  matter  under  discussion. 

11989.  What  capacity  for  increased  supply  will  your  works,  as  proposed,  possess  ? 
— Double  the  present  oapacity  or,  possibly,  more  than  that.  We  are  building  at  a  site 
where  we  can  extend.  The  increased  power  is  only  a  question  of  engines  and  dynamos 
being  brought  out. 

11990.  What  is  the  capacity  intended  to  be  for  the  present  ? — I  do  not  happen  to 
have  the  details  with  me.  {Mr.  Bosman.)  The  building  is  to  be  a  large  one  and, 
supposing  we  want  to  put  in  engines  for  a  couple  of  thousand  horse-power  more,  it  is 
only  a  matter  of  ordering  the  engines.  The  room  is  there.  We  can  provide  for  double 
or  treble  what  we  at  present  intend. 

11991.  Are  your  present  mains  those  that  were  originally  laid  ? — We  have  had 
to  lay  several  new  mains  to  cope  with  the  demand. 

11992.  Taking  your  mains  as  a  whole,  is  it  expected  that  they  have  yet  a  long 
life  to  run  ? — I  think  so,  I  do  not  think  there  is  much  deterioration  with  regard  to  the 
mains. 

11993.  The  Corporation  of  Cape  Town,  I  take  it,  from  what  you  have  said,  would 
really  welcome  any  scheme  which  combined  the  electric  lighting  of  the  suburbs  into 
their  scheme  ? — I  will  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  we  should  be  quite  prepared  to  favour¬ 
ably  consider  a  scheme  of  that  sort.  We  have  shewn  already  that  we  would  be  very 
williug  to  meet  them  on  very  favourable  conditions  to  them. 

11994.  It  would  be  possible,  would  it  not,  to  supply  the  suburbs  on  exactly  the 
same  terms  as  Cape  Town  ? — I  believe  we  could  do  so.  At  all  events  I  do  not  think 
that  our  maximum  charge  would  be  a  higher  one.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  minimum 
might  not  be  altered  a  little. 

11995.  With  regard  to  your  supplying  electricity  for  power  purposes,  has  the 
question  of  suppljdng  it  for  traction,  that  is  in  the  way  of  tramways,  been  considered 
by  the  Councillors  up  to  the  present  ? — There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  likelihood  of 
our  having  to  do  anything  of  that  sort.  The  Tramway  Company  have  sufficient  power 
of  their  own. 

11996.  It  would  have  been  an  advantage,  would  it  not,  if  the  tramways  had  been 
a  Municipal  undertaking,  and  the  whole  of  the  electric  generation  had  been  in  one 
works? — I  do  not  think  it  would  have  been  wise  to  join  the  two.  The  fluctuation 
in  the  current  on  the  tramway  system  would  probably  have  had  a  bad  effect  on  the 
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M  ,  lighting  arrangements.  I  believe  that  we  would  have  to  keep  the  two  things  separate 
'm,l  in  any  ease.  That  is  my  view  anyhow. 

11997.  But  they  would  have  been  able  to  use  your  “  day  load  ”  ;  which  is  now 
|  ...  your  difficulty  ? — It  is  undoubtedly  a  serious  difficulty,  but  they  could  not  have  used 

our  “  day  load  ”  only.  'Ye  should  have  had  to  inorease  our  machinery  very  consider¬ 
ably-  The  tramways  consumption  must  be  very  great  indeed.  I  presume  that  the 
Council  will  take  over  the  tramways  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  the  lease. 

11998.  When  does  that  period  expire  ? — In  about  17  or  18  years. 

11999.  So  that  really  the  question  has  not  entered  into  practical  consideration  P — 
No. 

12000.  But  in  the  event  of  that  being  done,  has  the  question  been  considered  of 
the  difficulty  which  would  arise  owing  to  the  running  powers  being  through  the  areas 
of  different  bodies  ? — It  is  all  provided  for  in  the  Act.  The  Divisional  Council  have 
tbe  first  claim  to  taking  over  the  trams,  that  is  outside  the  Municipal  area  of  Cape 
Town.  Cape  Town  takes  second  claim  if  the  Divisional  Council  does  not  care  to 
exercise  its  right.  That  is,  Cape  Town  may  take  over  all  the  tramways  if  the 
Divisional  Council  does  not  take  over  those  outside  the  Cape  Town  Municipal  area. 

12001.  So  that  it  may  still  be  that  you  have  two  local  authorities  running 
the  tramways  ? — Only  a  portion  of  the  tramways.  The  Divisional  Council  cannot 
touch  the  tramways  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  but  we  have  the  right  to  take  over 
the  tramways,  even  outside  the  city  limits,  in  the  event  of  the  Divisional  Council 
failing  to  take  them  over. 

12002.  But  if  the  Divisional  Council  exercise  their  right,  it  would  mean  that 
there  would  be  two  authorities  managing  the  tramways  ? — Certainly,  if  that  does  occur. 

12003.  So  that  what  is  now  under  one  authority  would  be  split  up  ? — That  is  in 
the  event  of  the  Divisional  Council  in  years  to  come,  if  there  is  still  a  Divisional  Council, 
taking  over  the  responsibility  of  the  tramways.  We  do  not  anticipate  they  will  accept 
this  extra  burden,  even  if  they  are  still  in  existence. 

12004.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  Is  the  reduced  charge  for  “  day  load  ”  one  which  applies 
to  electricity  used  for  lighting  as  well  as  for  power  ? — Yes. 

12005.  I  believe  you  do  not  supply  the  Railway  Department  with  electricity  ? — 
No. 

12006.  Nor  the  Harbour  Board? — No,  they  have  their  own  plant.  I  may  say 
however  that  we  do  supply  some  of  the  Government  offices,  but  not  the  Railway  De¬ 
partment.  They  have  their  own  plant. 

12007.  Some  Government  offices  are  supplied  by  the  Railway  Department,  are 
they  not  ? — The  Houses  of  Parliament  are,  I  believe. 

12008.  Is  that  not  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Town  Council  has  not  been  able  to 
supply  the  electricity? — It  is  not  dueto  that.  We  are  quite  prepared  to  supply  them 
if  they  want  it. 

12009.  Now  you  are,  but  were  you  in  the  past? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  applica¬ 
tions  to  the  Town  Council  from  Government  offices  for  electricity  which  we  have  not 
met.  There  may  have  been  such  applications  some  time  ago.  The  growth  of  the 
demand  was  very  rapid  for  some  time. 

12010.  Have  you  made  any  application  to  Government  with  a  view  to  supplying 
light  to  the  Government  offices? — We  have  made  no  application  that  I  am  aware  of. 

12011.  Are  you  not  desirous  of  getting  the  Government  to  take  its  light  from 
you  ? — We  would  be  pleased  to  supply  them  with  electric  light,  but  we  were 
under  the  impression  that  they  did  not  wish  us  to  supply  it,  having  their  own 
generating  station  for  the  Railway  Department  The  Harbour  Board  plant  has  been 
in  existence  for  some  time.  I  know  we  offered  to  supply  the  Hospital,  but  the  Harbour 
Board  were  already  doing  so  and  continue  to  do  so. 

12012.  Are  you  quite  sure  of  your  facts  in  regard  to  the  question  of  the  supply  to 
Government  offices  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  the  Government  having  applied  for  any  light 
that  we  were  unable  to  supply. 

12013.  Your  impression  is  that  the  Government  has  taken  its  own  supply  into  the 
Government  offices  because  it  preferred  to  do  so  ? — That  is  what  it  amounts  to. 

12014.  You  are  not  aware  of  the  Council  having  made  any  representations  to  the 
Government  that  they  really  had  the  right  to  supply  the  electric  light  in  Cape  Town, 
and,  therefore,  that  the  Government  should  use  their  light? — There  was  something  of 
that  sort  recently.  It  was  not  exactly  as  you  have  put  it.  There  was  an  application 
made  by  the  Government  to  open  up  the  road  and  lay  an  electric  main,  and  we 
informed  the  Government  that  our  wires  were  already  laid  at  the  spot,  and  there  was 
no  necessity  for  digging  up  the  road  again  and  laying  fresh  cables.  That  is  really,  I 
think,  what  you  are  referring  to. 

12015.  Then  are  we  to  understand  that  you  are  in  a  position  now  to  supply  all 
the  offices,  although  at  one  time  you  were  not  ? — It  is  possible  that  at  one  time  we 
were  not,  but  it  must  have  been  some  time  ago. 
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12016.  If  these  new  arrangements,  which  you  are  carrying  out,  were  completed 
you  would  have  power  enough  to  enable  you  to  supply  all  the  Government  offices  and 
every  need  of  Cape  Town,  excluding  the  Harbour  Board  and  the  Railway  ? — Easily, 
without  any  difficulty. 

12017.  Dr.  Gregory. Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  if  you  could  supply  a  “day 
load  ”  to  the  Harbour  Board  ? — I  do  not  think  that  they  use  a  “  day  load  ”  at  all. 

12018.  But  they  may  be  contemplating  it.  If  they  were,  would  it  be  an  advan¬ 
tage  to  you  to  supply  it  ? — We  would  seriously  consider  any  proposal  which  might  he 
put  before  us. 

12019.  Mr.  Stewart .]  Is  it  the  case  that  the  number  of  days  during  which  water  is 
supplied  to  the  electric  lighting  turbines  is  given  in  the  Mayor’s  Minute  ? — I  believe 
that  it  is. 

12020.  You  mention  that  you  would  be  able  to  supply  all  the  needs  of  the  suburbs 
in  the  matter  of  electric  light  as  cheaply  as  you  supply  Cape  Town.  Having  in  view 
the  scattered  nature  of  the  houses  in  the  suburbs,  are  you  perfectly  certain  about  being 
able  to  do  so  ? — I  think  so.  I  am,  of  course,  basing  my  opinions  on  what  has  been 
presented  to  me  by  our  electrical  engineer.  We  debated  the  question  some  18  months 
ago.  I  must,  of  course,  say  that  at  that  time  the  question  of  the  distribution  of  the 
supply  was  not  before  us.  All  that  was  before  us  was  the  question  of  the  supply  in 
bulk  to  two  centres  in  the  suburbs. 

12021.  You  were  to  supply  in'  bulk,  and  the  Company  were  to  distribute  it  and 
make  their  own  charges  ? — That  is  so. 

12022.  Are  you  prepared  to  supply  it  in  bulk,  at  quite  the  same  price  as  you  are 
charging  in  Cape  Town  P — We  stated  a  price  which  would  have  left  the  Company  a 
very  good  margin  of  profit  for  distribution.  They  wanted  it  actually  cheaper  than  we 
offered  it. 

12023.  Is  there  every  reason  to  believe  that  if  you  had  supplied  the  electric  current 
under  those  conditions,  the  light,  as  distributed  throughout  the  suburbs,  would  have 
been  cheaper  than  it  is  now  ? — I  think  so. 

12024.  Chairman .]  Have  you  a  number  of  wash-houses  in  Cape  Town  ? — Two  or 
three. 

12025.  Where  are  they  ? — They  are  situated  at  the  upper  portion  of  Buitenkant- 
street,  near  Platteklip. 

12026.  Have  they  been  in  existence  for  a  very  long  time? — Yes,  for  a  good  many 
years. 

12027.  Are  they  well  patronised  ? — Fairly  well  patronised  on  certain  days. 

12028.  Does  that  prevent  any  open  washing  in  Cape  Town  ? — We  do  not  allow 
any  open-air  washing  in  Cape  Town.  There  are  some  private  wash  places  on  estates 
on  the  mountain  side  where  a  few  people  go  and  wash. 

12029.  It  is  a  Municipal  regulation  that  no  washing  is  allowed  except  at  these 
wash-houses  ? — Yes. 

12030.  What  charge  is  made  for  using  the  wash-houses? — We  make  a  small 
charge  of  a  penny,  or  two  pence,  per  day,  and  allow  them  an  abundant  supply  of 
water. 

12031.  Hot  water  as  well  as  cold  ? — No,  all  cold. 

12032.  And  what  becomes  of  the  waste  water  ?  —  It  is  drained  off. 

12033.  Into  your  drainage  system  ? — Part  of  it  goes  into  our  drainage  system, 
but  some  of  it  passes  through  private  properly,  where  the  people  claim  a  right  to  it  for 
garden  purposes.  The  majority,  however,  passes  into  our  stormwater  system. 

12034.  That  reminds  me,  I  do  not  think  we  have  had  any  information  about  your 
stormwater  system.  Are  the  works  now  under  construction  pretty  well  advanced,  or  is 
there  still  a  good  deal  to  be  done  ? — There  is  still  a  good  deal  to  be  done.  Our  total 
estimate  of  probable  expenditure  is  £385,000,  and  we  have  now  spent  about  £115,000. 

12035.  Is  it  contemplated  to  spend  the  whole  of  that  larger  sum  ?  —Yes. 

12036  Did  you  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to  go  in  for  this  scheme  because  of  the 
claims  for  damages  ? — No,  not  so  much  on  that  account.  We  had  two  schemes  which 
were  marked  “  A  ”  and  “  B.”  The  “  A  ”  scheme  was  the  larger  scheme,  but  we 
borrowed  £135,000  to  carry  out  the  “  B  ”  scheme  as  a  first  instalment.  That  is  very 
nearly  completed,  and  it  is  now  found  necessary  that  we  should  continue  our  “  A  ” 
scheme.  It  is  really  necessary  on  account  of  the  growth  of  the  town.  The  erection  of 
buildings  all  round  certain  drainage  areas  has  changed  the  position  and  concentrated 
the  water,  and  made  it  absolutely  neoessary  for  drainage  to  be  put  in  to  avoid  flooding. 
Oar  action  was  not  because  of  any  very  serious  claims  for  damages  having  been  received. 

12037.  As  the  buildings  are  erected  nearer  to  the  mountain,  your  drainage  system 
must  advance  ? — Yes. 

12038.  Is  it  contemplated  that  the  loan  which  you  have  jnst  mentioned  will  com¬ 
plete  all  that  is  absolutely  necessary  ? — Yes ;  it  is  considered  that  we  will  be  able  to  do 
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v  -  '  all  that  is  required.  We  received  authority  to  raise  the  further  loan  for  the  larger 
work.  The  two  loans  are  £135,000  and  £250,000  respectively,  making  a  total  of 

j.  n  m,i  .  £3S5,000. 

12039.  Are  there  any  other  public  works  of  any  magnitude  in  the  city  which  you 
would  like  to  say  anything  about ;  for  instance,  public  slaughter-houses  ? — We  have  no 
slaughter  houses  at  all,  but  we  have  our  own  farm  for  infectious  diseases,  and  our  own 
Hospital  aud  such  things.  They  have  recently  been  established. 

12040.  You  have  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  ? — Yes. 

12041.  Is  it  in  working  order? — Yes.  We  are  extending  our  water  mains  very 
considerably  too.  In  fact  all  the  public  works  of  the  town  are  being  largely  extended 
at  the  present  time. 

12042.  Have  you  any  public  baths  ? — A  public  bath  is  under  serious  considera¬ 
tion,  but  difficulties  have  arisen  which  have  prevented  us  from  coming  to  any 
particular  deoision.  It  was  felt  that  to  supply  sea  water  to  the  bath  without  raising  its 
temperature  would  seriously  militate  against  the  efficiency  of  the  work.  Our  first 
intention  was  to  use  the  water  from  the  condensing  apparatus  at  our  electric  light  works 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  temperature,  and,  therefore,  the  desire  was  to  get  a  suit¬ 
able  site  on  which  could  be  erected  the  electric  light  works,  as  well  as  the  public  baths. 
The  most  suitable  site  was  the  one  on  the  reclaimed  land  near  the  Central  Wharf,  but 
we  were  prohibited  from  using  that,  and  thus  our  plans  were  disarranged.  If  we  could 
have  got  that  site,  there  is  no  doubt  the  public  baths  would  have  been  under  way 
by  this  time.  With  regard  to  the  Dock  Road  site,  as  a  site  for  public  baths, 
we  are  in  a  state  of  uncertainty.  There  is  so  much  obstruction  in  Dock  Hoad  by  the 
railway  trucks.  Sometimes  there  are  three  or  four  lines  of  railway  trucks  standing 
there  day  after  day,  and  it  is  a  matter  for  serious  consideration  whether  the  Dock  Road 
site  is  suitable  for  public  baths.  It  would  be  the  desire  of  th9  Council  to  erect  some 
other  buildings  to  surround  the  public  baths  to  make  them  more  attractive  and  also 
to  have  something  of  a  revenue-producing  nature  of  some  form  or  other.  All  these 
things  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  we,  as  yet,  have  been  unable  to  come 
to  a  decision. 

12043.  Have  you  authority  to  spend  the  money  ? — Yes,  we  have  authority  to 
raise  £20,000  for  a  Jetty  and  Public  Baths.  That  was  afterwards  increased  to 
£25,000,  and,  by  the  last  loan,  it  was  again  increased  to  the  extent  of  £16,000  as  a 
further  increase  for  salt  water  swimming  baths.  Practically,  therefore,  I 
suppose  we  have  some  £26,000  or  £30,000  which  we  can  expend  upon  baths.  We 
have  not  raised  the  money,  but  we  have  the  authority  to  do  so.  We  have  only  raised 
the  first  portion. 

12044.  In  what  condition  is  your  Fire  Brigade  ? — We  look  upon  it  as  in  a  very 
healthy  condition  at  the  present  time.  Its  maintenance  costs  the  city  about  £1 J  ,000 
every  year.  We  have  on  our  estimates  provision  for  £10,100,  but  that  does  not  include 
the  rental  value  of  the  property  occupied  by  the  Brigade,  which  might  fairly  be  taken 
to  be  £1,000  per  year,  at  a  low  estimate,  bringing  up  the  figures  to  £11,100.  We 
expect  to  receive  back  £2,400  for  water  supplied  at  fires  and  for  fire  services,  so  that 
practically  the  Brigade  costs  £8,000  each  year  from  the  rates  to  maintain.  It  is  in  a 
state  of  efficiency  with  which  we  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied.  During  the  past 
eighteen  months  we  have  spent  over  £3,000  upon  new  plant  and  further  buildings. 

12045.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  total  amount  which  the  city  has  spent  upon 
fire  brigade  plant  ? — I  cannot  tell  that.  I  have  not  got  the  details,  but  I  am  able  to 
say  that  we  keep  pace  with  our  requirements.  Every  year  we  add  further  plant  to  the 
brigade. 

1 2046.  Can  you  get  for  us  the  value  of  your  plant  at  the  present  time  ? — Yes,  it 
will  be  possible  to  get  it. 

12047.  How  is  the  Town  Hall  progressing  ? — It  is  progressing,  but,  as  you  are 
aware,  we  have  had  considerable  delay  owing  to  the  war.  We  first  entered  into  a 
contract  for  the  building  of  the  structure  at  a  cost  of  a  little  over  £90,000.  Owing  to 
a  very  strong  feeling  having  been  given  vent  to  by  the  various  tradespeople 
that  Colonial  stone  should  be  used  in  the  building,  we  reconsidered 
the  matter  and  entered  into  a  further  contract  with  the  present  contractors, 
giving  them  £16,000  extra  to  use  Steenpan  stone  which  was  to  be  obtained 
in  the  Orange  Free  State,  as  it  then  was.  That  brought  up  the  cost  to  about  £110,000. 
Shortly  after  the  new  arrangement  was  made,  the  war  broke  out  and  then  the 
contractors  who  had  entered  into  some  agreement  with  the  quarry  owners  at  Bloem¬ 
fontein  found  it  impossible  to  get  a  supply  of  this  stone  down  to  Cape  Town.  Every 
effort  has  been  made  both  by  the  contractors  and  the  Council  to  obtain  the  Steenpan 
stone,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  do  so.  We  were  finally  obliged  to  revert  to  our 
original  proposal,  to  use  Bath  ^stone  for  facing  the  building.  I  should  say  that  the 
Bath  stone  is  to  be  used  above  the  first  storey.  We  consented  to  a  change,  for  the 
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first  floor  of  the  building  to  be  faoed  with  granite,  which  the  contractors  were  willing 
to  put  in  at  the  same  price  as  Steenpan  stone.  Since  then,  finding  that  we  were 
unable  to  obtain  Steenpan  stone,  the  Council  agreed  to  allow  the  building  to  be 
finished  with  Bath  stone. 

12048.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Will  not  that  effect  a  reduction  in  the  cost  ?— No,  owing  une’ 
to  the  loss  of  time  and  the  increased  cost,  both  of  labour  and  freight,  the  contractors 
refuse  to  make  any  reduction  in  their  charge.  As  the  building  is  very  urgently 
needed — it  is  a  great  want — we  have  been  obliged  to  consent  to  the  erection  with  Bath 
stone,  and  we  are  expecting  that  it  will  very  shortly  be  here,  and  then  satisfactory 
progress  will  be  made  in  a  short  time. 

12049.  When  is  it  expected  that  it  will  be  finished  ? — I  understood,  four  weeks 
ago,  that  the  stone  was  then  on  its  way,  and  I  suppose  that  it  is  either  now  here  or 
very  near  at  hand. 

12050.  When  was  it  decided  by  the  Council  to  go  in  for  Bath  stone  ? — Between 
two  and  three  months  ago. 

12051.  You  will  remember  when  the  Colonial  Insurance  buildings  were  recently 
burnt  down  ? — Yes. 

12052.  The  stone  for  their  rebuilding  operations  arrived  a  month  ago,  did  it  not? 

— Very  likely,  but  we  were  determined,  if  at  all  possible,  to  carry  out  our  original 
contract.  We  wanted  Steenpan  stone  and,  until  every  effort  had  been  exhausted,  we 
were  not  prepared  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  kind  of  stone.  When  we  found,  after 
communicating  with  the  Military  Commanders  and  others,  that  it  was  quite  hopeless 
to  expect  a  supply  of  this  stone  within  any  reasonable  time,  we  had  to  fall  back  on 
Bath  stone. 

12053.  Is  it  quite  impossible  to  say  when  your  building  will  be  completed?  — 
Personally,  I  think  it  will  be  completed  within  15  and  18  months  hence. 

12054.  Is  there  any  time  limit  in  the  contract  ? — That  is  a  matter  for  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  Council  when  settling  up.  The  circumstances,  owing  to  the  war,  have 
been  so  very  peculiar  that  we  shall  have  to  make  all  sorts  of  allowances — of  course, 
reasonable  allowances. 

12055.  Chairman .]  It  is  really  no  fault  of  the  Council  that  this  delay  has 
happened  ? — No. 

12056.  The  money  has  been  there  and  the  Council  have  been  willing  to  see  the 
work  finished  ? — Yes,  we  have  done  our  best.  If  we  had  not  listened,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  the  popular  cry,  our  building  would  have  been  completed,  but  the  cry  for 
“  Colonial  stone  for  a  Colonial  building  ”  received  every  consideration  and  the  result 
has  been  the  delay. 

12057.  Dr.  Gregory.']  Is  the  Steenpan  stone  better  than  Bath  stone? — We 
considered  so. 

12058.  So  that  there  was  some  solid  foundation  for  the  proposed  change  ? — Oh 
yes,  there  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

12059.  Are  not  your  wash-houses  situated  too  far  away  to  be  convenient  for  the 
public? — I  have  heard  that  said,  and  I  may  add  that  we  have  authority  to  spend 
£15,000  for  the  building  of  wash-houses  in  the  town,  the  intention  being  to  assist  small 
householders  who  want  to  do  their  own  washing,  We  propose  to  erect  these  new 
wash-houses  at  an  early  date  :  one  at  the  Hanover  Street  end  of  the  town,  and  the 
other  on  the  slopts  of  Lion’s  Rump. 

12060.  Can  you  furnish  us  with  a  statement  of  the  number  using  your  present 
wasb-houses? — Yes,  the  figures  are  published  regularly. 

12061.  It  was  given  in  evidence  by  the  Maitland  Municipal  authorities  that  there 
are  a  large  number  of  washerwomen  who  come  from  Cape  Town  to  wash  under  very 
improper  circumstances  in  the  Salt  River,  or  rather  the  Black  River.  You  propose  to 
provide  accommodation  which  will  prevent  that  in  the  future  ? — As  far  as  accommoda¬ 
tion  is  concerned  our  wasli-houses  are  not  now  fully  occupied.  There  are  days  when 
very  few  are  there,  so  that  it  canuot  be  said  that  full  advantage  is  taken 
of  them.  Our  intention  with  the  new  wash-houses  is  to  make  it  more  convenient  for 
small  householders  to  do  their  own  washing  rather  than  to  assist  the  ordinary  washer¬ 
women. 

12062.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact,  are  not  these  present  wash-houses  in  a  most 
inaccessible  situation?  Yes,  they  are  somewhat  far  away,  but  then,  before  the  wash¬ 
houses  were  built,  the  washerwomen  used  to  go  very  much  higher  up  the  stream  and 
wash  there.  Now  that  wash-houses  are  provided  lower  down,  they  complain  that  they 
are  too  far. 

12063.  Does  not  a  considerable  amount  of  nuisance  result  from  the  waste  water  of 
the  wash-houses  running  into  the  storm  water  sluit  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  that 
if  any  nuisance  arises  it  is  from  the  claim  of  those  people  who  want  the  water  for  their 
garden  purposes  after  it  has  passed  through  the  wash-houses  That  is  the  only  source 
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that  I  -'an  see  from  whioh  a  nuisance  can  arise.  Passing  into  the  Capel  Sluit,  as  it 
does,  the  water  can  cause  no  nuisance  whatever.  Pipes  lead  the  water  direct  into  the 
sewers. 
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12064.  With  regard  to  your  baths,  it  is  proposed  to  take  your  water  out  of  the 
Bav  for  bathing  purposes  ? — That  is  just  the  point.  If  we  could  have  got  our  baths 
upon  the  reclaimed  land  we  felt  that  we  should  have  escaped  the  point  of  the  Break¬ 
water,  so  to  speak,  and  we  should  have  got  a  direct  flow  of  clean  water  coming  in  at 
which  we  could  draw  our  supply.  Now  if  we  make  the  baths  beside  our  electric 
lighting  works  they  will  be  in  that  small  bight,  where  there  is  very  little  circulation, 
and  the  water  would  not  be  so  nice.  That  would  raise  the  question  as  to  whether  we 
should  not  have  a  pumping  station,  say  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Three  Anchor  Bay, 
and  from  that  pumping  station  take  sufficient  water  for  our  baths.  It  may  be  that  we 
may  find  a  more  suitable  spot  than  the  one  in  Dock-road,  so  that  instead  of 
taking  the  water  from  the  little  bight,  which  I  have  referred  to,  we  may 
take  it  from  the  pumping  station.  Then,  again,  will  arise  the  difficulty  of 
raising  the  temperature  of  the  water.  If  we  could  only  use  the  water  from  the  con¬ 
densers  at  the  electric  lighting  station,  it  would  be  easy  to  raise  the  temperature  and 
also  be  a  very  much  more  satisfactory  process. 

12065.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  water  in  that  portion  of  the  Bay,  and  from  where 
it  is  now  pumped  up,  is  very  polluted  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  so  very  bad.  It  is  true 
that  there  is  not  much  circulation  in  that  portion  of  the  Bay.  I  do  not  like  it  myself, 
and  that  is  my  objection  to  having  baths  in  that  neighbourhood. 

12066.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  not  this  water  used  for  sea  water  baths  in  some 
of  the  hotels  in  Cape  Town  ? — Yes,  but  not  the  water  you  are  thinking  of.  The  service 
pipe  runs  out  a  good  distance  into  the  Bav,  so  that  the  best  water,  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hood,  that  we  can  possibly  reach  is  obtained. 

12067.  And  the  same  consideration  of  its  pollution  also  applies  further  along  the 
beach,  so  that  people  who  know  anything  about  it  do  not  care  to  bathe  even  on  the 
Woodstock  beach  ? — I  think,  that  the  reason  there  is  not  more  bathing  there  is  beoause 
of  the  inaccessibility  of  the  beach.  There  is  very  little  discolouration  of  the  water  there. 

1 2068.  But  still  there  is  a  good  deal  of  refuse  floated  up  from  the  shipping  ? — 
There  is  a  little,  but  not  sufficient  to  really  affect  the  bathing.  It  goes  out  with  the 
tide  again. 

12069.  With  regard  to  your  Jetty,  is  there  any  probability  of  it  being  erected  ? — 
It  is  impossible  to  answer  that  question.  Whenever  the  (Government  are  prepared  to 
hand  over  the  Central  Jetty  to  us  and  give  us  the  opportunity  to  go  on  with  the  work, 
we  shall  go  on  with  it.  Until  such  time  as  they  do  that  however  we  cannot  move. 
We  have  authority  to  spend  the  money  on  the  work,  but  we  cannot  get  the  necessary 
permission  from  the  (Government. 

12070.  Is  your  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  being  made  use  of  to  any  extent  by 
the  public,  voluntarily,  now  ? — I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say,  but  I  think  that  Dr. 
Anderson  could  tell  you.  I  believe  that  the  hospital  is  being  utilised,  but  I  do  not  know 
to  what  extent. 

12071.  It  has  been  open  only  for  a  few  months,  I  believe  ? — (Mr.  Bosnian.) 
Although  it  has  only  been  open  a  short  time  we  have  several  patients  in  it. 

12072.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  if  that  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  was 
available  for  some  of  the  adjoining  Municipalities  P — It  depends  on  how  you  put  that. 
It  is  very  desirable  that  there  should  be  a  centre  to  which  all  such  cases  should  come. 
I  here  can  be  no  doubt  about  that.  But  it  is  another  question  as  to  whether  Cape 
Town  should  accept  the  responsibility  and  the  duty  of  the  whole  Peninsula  in  that 
particular  respect,  without  having  the  control  over  it.  It  would  undoubtedly  be  of 
considerable  advantage  to  the  Peninsula  if  it  was  under  one  power,  both  for  infectious 
diseases  generally  and  for  small-pox. 

12073.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  public  has  done  in  regard  to  the  Small-pox 
Hospital  at  Kentzkie’s  farm  what  should  he  done  in  regard  to  an  infectious  diseases 
hospital  generally,  that  is,  they  have  all  combined? — Practically  there  is  no  combina¬ 
tion  at  all  about  it.  It  belongs  to  Cape  Town,  and  Cape  Town  has  agreed  to  take  over 
patients  from  the  other  Municipalities  under  certain  conditions.  If  the  other  Munici¬ 
palities  disagree  with  us,  we  can  say  the  property  is  ours,  we  paid  for  it,  and  there  is 
no  combination  about  the  business  at  all. 

12074,  They  have  combined  in  so  far  that  they  have  used  it  for  their  cases  of 
small-pox  ? — No,  you  mean  that  Cape  Town  has  been  very  liberal  in  its  treatment  of 
the  Peninsula  generally  in  that  it  accepts  outside  patients  so  long  as  they  pay  a 
contribution. 


12075.  But  there  is  a  combination  in  that  they  use  it  ? — We  are  quite  willing  to 
meet  them  in  every  respect,  and  therefore  it  would  be  an  advantage  in  some  respects. 
(Mr.  Bosnian.)  I  can  tell  you  this,  that  the  Sanitary  Committee  have  written  to  the 
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various  Municipalities  to  say  that  our  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  is  open  to  them, 
only  provided  that  they  pay  something  for  the  patients  they  may  happen  to  send. 
We  tell  them  that  if  they  contribute,  and  we  have  room,  vve  will  take  any  serious  cases 
that  they  send  to  us.  They  cannot  expect  us  to  build  the  hospital  and  employ  a  staff 
of  Doctors  and  everything  else  of  that  sort,  for  the  benefit  of  the  other  Municipalities, 
without  any  contribution.  It  would  be  grossly  unfair  to  expect  it. 

12076.  That  is  not  the  point  which  I  was  raising.  I  am  pointing  out  that  it  is 
an  advantage  to  have  a  general  hospital  for  as  many  areas,  or  rather  as  large  an  area 
as  you  can  get,  and  that  the  necessity  has  shewn  itself  in  that  there  has  been  a  com¬ 
bination,  for  they  all  use  that  hospital  as  a  small-pox  hospital  for  their  cases  ? — They 
have  made  no  other  provision  themselves  for  dealing  with  the  disease. 

12077.  Mr.  Garnet /.]  Is  the  Cape  Town  Fire  Brigade  responsible  for  the  Sea 
Point  district  also  ? — No. 

12078.  It  was,  was  it  not? — At  one  time  Sea  Point  contributed  £50  per  annum 
for  the  use  of  our  Fire  Brigade. 

12079.  That  was  up  to  1899,  was  it  not  ? — Ye3,  and  then  we  erected,  for  their 
use,  a  fire  alarm  within  their  boundaries,  so  that  the  utmost  rapidity  in  communicating 
with  the  Brigade  should  be  provided  whenever  any  fire  took  place.  The  Sea  Point 
Municipality,  however,  refused  to  pay  for  that  alarm,  and  when  they  made  that 
refusal  the  only  alternative  for  us  was  to  remove  it.  We  then  suggested  that  it  was 
better  that  there  should  be  a  sub-station  of  the  Fire  Brigade  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Three  Anchor  Bay  and  we  desired  them  to  bear  their  proportion  of  the  expenditure. 
We  intended  to  control  the  station  because  we  had  a  staff  under  an  excellent  Superin¬ 
tendent,  and  it  was  thought  better  that  this  sub-station  should  be  under  our  own 
Superintendent.  They  declined  to  have  anything  at  all  to  do  with  us,  and,  as  £50  a 
year  was  an  altogether  inadequate  payment,  we  notified  them  that  they  must  make 
other  arrangements  of  their  own  for  the  future. 

12080.  Have  they  done  so  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  their  having  made  any  prepara¬ 
tion  whatever. 

12081.  Have  you  attended  to  any  fires  in  the  Sea  Point  area  since  that  ? — I  am 
not  certain.  We  may  have  gone  to  Mouille  Point,  but  that  is  really  in  the  Cape  Town 
Municipality. 

12082,  At  any  rate  you  have  got  no  contribution  from  them  ? — None  whatever. 
We  get  no  contribution  from  them,  neither  do  we  get  any  contribution  from  the 
Insurance  Companies,  and  I  would  be  very  pleased  indeed  to  see  introduced,  in  any 
future  Bill,  the  power  of  Municipalities  to  levy  a  tax  upon  the  premiums  received  by 
the  various  Insurance  Companies.  It  is  done  in  England. 

12083.  Do  you  not  get  anything  for  salvage  services  rendered  by  your  Fire 
Brigade  ? — No  charge  is  made.  All  that  we  can  charge  for  is  so  much  for  the 
attendance  of  the  Fire  Brigade  and  so  much  per  jet  per  hour  for  water  actually  used 
upon  the  burning  building,  according  to  the  size  of  the  jet.  More  than  that, 
I  do  not  know  whether  we  have  succeeded  in  getting  anything,  but  we  certainly 
intend  in  any  future  Bill  to  introduce  a  clause  to  the  effect  that  the  Fire 
Brigade  shall  be  paid  for  whenever  it  is  called  out.  As  it  is  at  present,  the 
Fire  Brigade  is  sometimes  called  out  and  goes  to  the  scene  of  the  fire,  but 
-when  it  gets  there  the  fire  is  out.  The  result  is  that  we  cannot  charge  the 
Insurance  Companies  anything  for  the  services  of  the  Brigade.  Another  inj  ustice  in 
this  connection  is  the  fact  that  we  cannot  make  any  charge  for  services  rendered  to  the 
buildings  adjoining  that  which  is  ablaze.  Very  frequently  in  a  big  conflagration  the 
services  of  the  Brigade  are  almost  entirely  devoted  to  saving  the  adjoining  property. 
The  Brigade  saves  the  property  from  destruction,  but  receives  no  payment  for  it. 
More  work  has  been  done  to  save  the  adjoining  buildings  than  to  put  out  the  actual 
fire,  but  nothing  is  to  be  received  for  that  service.  Some  alterations  are  certainly 
required  in  the  matter  of  payment  for  Fire  Brigade  purposes.  The  Insurance  Com¬ 
panies  receiving  premiums  ou  buildings  which  have  been  saved  from  destruction  by  the 
efforts  of  the  Fire  Brigade,  should  be  compelled  to  pay  a  reasonable  charge  for  that 
service. 

12084.  Does  not  the  lack  of  Fire  Brigade  arrangements  at  Sea  Point  and  other 
places  point  to  the  desirability  of  amalgamation  ? — Most  emphatically. 

12085.  It  is  one  of  the  many  arguments  in  favour  of  amalgamation  ? — 
Emphatically  it  is.  The  failure  to  provide  fire  brigade  arrangements  is  a  great  piece 
of  neglect. 

12088.  Are  you  generally  very  neighbourly  with  the  Sea  Point  Municipality  ? — 
Very  neighbourly  indeed.  (Mr.  Bosnian.)  The  whole  difference  was  a  matter  of  about 
a  ten-pound  note. 

12087.  Touching  this  matter  of  making  the  Fire  Insurance  Companies  pay  a  tax 
ou  their  premiums,  would  they  not  make  up  the  tax  by  increasing  their  premiums  ? — 
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They  might  to  some  extent,  but  what  I  want  to  shew  is  that  it  is  a  principle  that  is 
carried  out  in  the  Old  Country.  It  has  been  adopted  there  very  considerably,  and,  in 
.  .  faot.  the  tendency  is  to  go  even  further  than  that.  If  there  has  been  any  motion  on 

190.,  the  part  of  the  Insurance  Companies  in  the  direction  of  making  the  people  pay  an 
"  exorbitant  rate  of  premium,  the  Municipalities  themselves  have  suggested  undertaking 
the  insurance.  This  has  been  discussed  in  some  of  the  Municipalities,  and  from  what 
I  can  gather  it  is  likely  to  come  into  force.  We,  therefore,  have  that  to  fall  back 
upon  if  the  Insurance  Companies  turn  nasty. 

12088.  Dr.  Anderson.']  There  is  one  point  I  would  like  to  clear  up,  in  connection 
with  the  City  Hospital.  Have  you  not  been  advised  that  it  is  barely  sufficiently  large 
to  supply  the  needs  of  Cape  Town  alone  ? — Yes,  I  believe  we  have.  I  believe  you 
stated  that  in  a  report. 

T2089.  But  it  might  be  possible  at  times  to  accommodate  a  few  outside  cases  and 
if  so,  upon  payment  being  made,  the  case  would  be  admitted  ?— -Yes,  that  is  so. 

12090.  But  it  is  only  fair  to  the  ratepayers  of  Cape  Town  that  they  should  have 
the  first  call  ? — That  is  quite  right. 

12091.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  the  large  buildings  in  Johannes¬ 
burg  which  have  been  built  of  Steenpan  stone  ? — I  have  never  been  to  Johannesburg, 
but  I  have  heard  a  good  deal  of  the  stone.  I  do  not  know  much  about  it,  personally, 
beyond  having  seen  a  sample. 

12092.  On  the  subject  of  Fire  Brigades,  do  you  happen  to  know  of  the  per¬ 
formances  of  some  of  the  Suburban  Fire  Brigades  in  the  past  ? — I  cannot  say  that  I 
know  much  from  experience. 

12093.  But  you  know  that  they  have  not  been  what  may  be  called  an  unqualified 
success  ? — Anything  but  that. 

12094.  Their  performances  cannot  be  compared  with  those  of  the  Cape  Town  Fire 
Brigade  P — No. 

12095.  It  would  be  an  advantage  from  every  point  of  view  to  have  one  really 
good  brigade  with  out-stations  under  one  central  control  ? — Yes,  under  one  thoroughly 
competent  man.  I  have  a  strong  feeling  in  that  direction. 

12096.  In  fact,  are  not  these  little  fire  brigades  in  the  suburbs  little  better  than 
farces  ? — I  believe  that  may  be  said  of  them. 


FRIDAY,  13th  JUNE,  1902. 

Present  : 

Hon.  Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  [Chairman). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory.  j  Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson.  i  Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers.  j 

Mr.  Edwin  John  Earp  (Mayor),  and  Mr.  William  Alexander  Batchelor  (Town 
Clerk),  of  Rondebosch,  further  examined. 

Messrs.  12097.  Chairman.]  You  reappear,  Mr.  Earp,  in  conformity  with  a  request,  issued 

E.  r.  Earp  by  the  Commission,  in  order  to  furnish  certain  amended  financial  returns  ? — Yes  ;  we 
tv  a  t,  i  have  those  returns  here. 

12098.  Mr.  Gurney.]  When  you  gave  evidence  on  the  16th  ultimo,  Mr.  Earp,  you 
June,  1002.  were  asked  to  explain  how  it  was  that,  although  the  accounts  rendered  showed  receipts 
and  payments,  almost  equal,  and  showed  that  you  started  with  a  balance  of  £230  17s. 
5d.,  yet,  in  the  balance-sheet,  an  overdrawn  balance  of  £1,400  was  shown.  And  you 
then  consented  to  the  matter  being  gone  into  by  some  officer,  whom  I  should  send  down 
in  order  to  Bettle  where  the  difference  came  in.  Since  that  I  have  sent  you  an  account 
which  has  been  framed  under  my  supervision,  and  I  now  ask  you  whether  you  are 
satisfied  that  that  is  the  correct  account,  which  should  have  been  handed  in  to  the 
Commission  P  —Yes,  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  account,  which  you  have  had  pre¬ 
pared,  is  correct,  and  the  Town  Clerk  has  also  gone  through  the  figures ;  we  now  hand 
that  account  in  as  an  amended  return  of  receipts  and  payments  for  the  last  five  years. 
[Return  handed  in.] 

12099.  Apparently  the  Clerk  had  before  included  only  certain  receipts  and  only 
certain  payments,  and  not  all,  and  that  is  really  where  the  difference  comes  in  ? — Yes, 
that  is  so. 
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12100.  And  now  the  payments  here  amount  to  £45,792  3s.  3d.,  and  the  receipts 
to  £43,142  7s.  4d.,  a  difference  of  £2,649  15s.  lid.  You  started  with  a  balance  of 
£230  17s.  5d.,  and  you  therefore  close  with  an  overdrawn  balance  of  £2,418  18s.  6d.  ? 
— That  is  so. 

,  12101.  That  shows  that  the  overdrawn  balance  differs  to  the  extent  of  £1,000 

from  the  overdrawn  balance  in  the  balance  sheet  first  rendered,  and  that  is  due 
to  the  £1,000  having  been  twice  transferred,  from  the  general  account  to  the  loan 
account  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

12102.  And  consequently,  the  correct  Loan  balance  is  £1,180  19s.  instead  of  £180 
19s.  as  first  shown  ? — Yes,  that  is  quite  oorrect. 

12103.  The  accounts  have  not  hitherto  been  framed  in  accordance  with  the  Section 
of  the  Act,  but  you  will  be  able  to  ensure  that  they  will  be  so  framed  in  the  future  p — 
I  shall  certainly  endeavour  to  have  that  done,  as  far  as  possible. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ball ,  C.M.G. ,  further  examined. 

12104.  Chairman.']  Yesterday,  Mr.  Ball,  we  came  as  far  as  “  alterations  of  areas 
or  boundaries”;  but  on  the  previous  day,  we  had  some  information  from  you,  on  the 
point  of  certain  proposals,  that  had  come  before  your  Council  unofficially,  with  reference 
to  “  the  CapejMarine  Suburbs  Limited”  estate,  that  being  the  Camps  Bay  area  ? — Yes. 

12105.  And  it  seemed  to  us  that  the  owners  of  that  estate  wish  it  to  be  a  sort  of 
special  property  for  a  special  purpose,  and  they  seem  to  object  to  its  being  incorporated 
within  the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town,  believing  rather  that  it  would  be  better,  in 
their  own  interests,  to  create  a  separate  Municipality  in  that  neighbourhood.  You 
intimated  to  the  Commission,  that  the  Corporation  was  very  strongly  opposed  to  such  a 
proposal,  but  you  thought,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  reasonable  views  of  the  property 
owners  in  that  locality  should  be  met,  either  by  the  powers  which  your  Council  already 
possesses,  or  by  powers  which  you  propose  to  acquire  from  Parliament,  is  that  so  ? — Yes. 

12106.  Would  you,  generally,  and  without  entering  too  much  into  detail, 
indicate  what  you  regard  as  the  powers  which  would  be  necessary,  and  which 
you  contemplate  acquiring  with  reference  to  this  property  or  others  of  a  similar 
character  ? — Our  powers,  at  present,  simply  consist  in  demanding  that  roads  of  a 
certain  width  shall  be  allowed,  and  also  with  regard  to  regulating  the  architecture 
which  is  to  govern  buildings  in  any  neighbourhood,  that  is  to  say,  we  have  the  power 
to  prevent  any  unsightly  building  being  put  up,  as  far  as  its  architecture  is  concerned, 
but  we  have  no  power,  for  instance,  to  control  the  extent  of  the  building  plots,  which 
are  to  be  sold  in  the  first  instance.  We  have  no  power  to  say  that,  in  a  particular 
locality,  properties,  only  of  a  certain  value,  shall  be  erected,  or  that  the  particular 
locality  shall  be  reserved  for  residential,  or  any  other  special  purpose.  We  have  no 
power,  in  such  a  locality,  to  insist  on  the  erection  of  such  a  class  of  building  as  would 
protect  a  locality,  as  a  select  residential  area.  We  have,  at  the  present  time,  no  powers 
to  do  these  things,  and  all  we  can  do  is  to  object  to  any  proposed  building,  on  account 
of  its  architecture  ;  for  instance,  if  Mr.  A.  erects  a  building  worth,  say,  £5000,  and  his 
neighbour  were  to  attempt  erecting  a  building,  which  would  cost  only  £150,  then, 
architecturally,  we  do  not  allow  that  neighbour  to  erect  his  building.  That  is  the 
extent  to  which  we  have  the  power  to  go.  We,  as  a  body,  are  quite  prepared  to  offer 
every  facility  for  the  owners  of  such  a  property  for  instance  as  the  “  Marine  Suburbs”  at 
Camps  Bay  to  safeguard  that  property,  so  that  it  shall  maintain  a  standard  of  excellence 
and  of  value  as  a  residential  marine  suburb.  At  present,  our  power  is  limited  to  a 
certain  extent.  This  property  is  owned  by  the  Marine  Suburbs  Company,  and  the 
Company  will,  doubtless,  endeavour,  at  some  future  date,  to  turn  this  property  to 
valuable  account.  Now,  how  far  they  would  agree  to  be  trammelled  by  any  restrictions,  * 
which  the  Council  might  have  to  put  upon  them,  in  the  interest  of  the  better  class 
people,  is  the  question.  But  if  these  owners  desire  to  impose  certain  conditions  which 
would  restrict  the  area  either  for  business  purposes,  or  for  residential  purposes,  or  any¬ 
thing  of  tha(  sort,  I  am  sure  that  the  Council  would  be  prepared  to  give  them  their 
hearty  support ;  and,  if  the  Council  had  the  power  to  do  so,  to  say  that  a  certain 
area  or  portion  shall  be  set  apart  for  a  particular  purpose.  We  fully  realise 
the  necessity,  here  in  Cape  Town,  of  keeping  certain  portions  of  our  city  for 
certain  special  purposes.  As  I  mentioned  yesterday,  in  the  Breda  estate,  there  are 
certain  portions  which  are  set  apart  only  for  residential  purposes,  and  certain  portions 
only  for  business  purposes.  In  that  case,  suggestions  were  made  by  the  Town  House 
officials  which,  I  believe,  have  been  acted  upon.  Even  in  some  parts  of  the  city,  owing 
to  want  of  proper  safeguards  and  want  of  power  in  the  past,  buildings  have  deteriorated 
in  value  owing  to  inferior  buildings  springing  up  iu  close  proximity  to  them. 

12107.  And  what  would  be  wanted  in  the  new  Bill  would  be  provision  to  ensure 
that  such  conditions,  as  are  deemed  expedient  and  are  agreed  to,  should  have  the  full 
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sanction  of  law,  and,  so  to  say,  have  permanency  by  law? — Yes,  and  then,  in  the  case 
of  a  place  of  this  sort,  we  should  not  want  to  plaoe  any  burden  of  the  responsibility  of 
Cape  Town  upon  it.  It  would  be  quite  sufficient  for  such  a  place  to  bear  its  own 
burd on  for  its  own  development.  The  Council  should  have  the  power  to  specially 
rate  such  a  place  for  developing-  it  as  circumstances  require. 

12108.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  such  method  of  special  assessment  is  becoming  a  very 
considerable  interest,  in  the  large  Municipalities,  generally  ? — Yes,  and  it  is  very 
neoessary  that  it  should  be  so. 

12109.  And  the  point  would  be,  I  suppose,  that  the  necessary  agreement  as  to 
conditions  could  be  made  between  the  owners  of  the  land,  and  the  Corporation  at  the 
time  Avhen  it  is  proposed  to  bring  it  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  governing  Council. 
It  could  then  be  stipulated  that  the  Municipality  should  carry  out  these  conditions,  so 
agreed  upon,  mutually,  between  the  Council  and  the  owners? — Yes.  It  should  be 
introduced  in  that  form,  but,  I  think,  there  should  be  general  power  conferred  upon 
the  Council  to  deal  with  it.  You  will  find  that  the  strong  desire  of  the  Council  would 
be  to  help  people  in  such  circumstances,  especially,  with  the  view  of  preventing  property 
from  becoming,  so  to  speak,  slums,  and  thereby  being  ruined.  As  I  have  already 
stated,  that  has  been  experienced  in  the  Gardens  part  of  Cape  Town  itself  simply 
because  the  Counoil  has  no  power. 

12110.  And,  as  far  as  the  Camps  Bay  area  is  concerned,  do  you  see  any  difficulty 
in  supplying  it  with  water  ? — None  whatever. 

12111.  One  of  your  water  mains  runs  over  that  neighbourhood? — Yes,  on  the 
upper  portion  of  it. 

12112.  And  therefore  it  could  be  very  conveniently  supplied? — Oh,  yes. 

12113.  And  roads  there  could  easily  be  made  ? — Oh,  yes  ;  there  is  a  very  large 
portion  which  could  be  developed.  Our  one  condition  would  be  to  have  the  roads  made 
of  a  proper  width,  so  as  to  ensure  keeping  up  the  character  of  the  place,  in  the  interest 
of  the  health  of  the  people  and  public  well  being. 

12114.  And  sewerage  construction  ? — Of  course,  that  is  a  special  matter.  That 
would  have  to  be  looked  upon  from  an  engineering  point  of  view,  and  would  have  to  be 
dealt  with 'separately. 

12115.  But  still,  from  the  point  of  view  that  the  locality  would  profit  by  being 
amalgamated  with  the  Corporation  ? — Certainly  ;  it  would  have  the  advantage  of  the 
officials  of  the  Corporation.  Besides  that,  we  have  land  adjoining  that  estate  at 
Camps  Bay,  and  we  shall,  in  all  probability,  some  day,  put  a  portion  of  that  land, 
which  we  own  there,  into  the  market.  It  is  quite  possible  that  that  would  "be  done  as 
the  Suburbs  develop  in  that  direction.  And  if  it  is  put  into  the  market,  we  should 
like  to  insure  that  it  would  retain  its  importance  and  character ;  we  don’t  want  to 
infuse  an  element  which  would  destroy  its  value  and  deprive  it  of  its  beauty. 

1211G.  Is  there  any  other  alteration  in  your  area  or  boundary  that  you  would  like 
to  say  is  desirable  ? — Not  outside  other  Muuicipalities.  Of  course,  you  will  understand 
that  our  point  is  simply  that  we  do  not  want  another  Municipality  established  near  our 
boundary. 

12117.  I  am  now  thinking  of  your  boundary  on  the  other  side — the  Woodstock 
side.  Does  any  difficulty  arise  between  the  City  Council  and  the  Woodstock 
Municipality,  with  reference  to  boundary  questions? — I  don’t  think  there  is  very  much 
difficulty  with  regard  to  that  side,  so  far  as  boundaries  are  concerned. 

12118.  What  is  your  relationship  with  what  is  known  as  “Salt  River  Outspan,” 
on  the  Maitland  Municipal  estate  ?  Was  it  not,  at  one  time,  proposed  that  it  should 
be  handed  over  to  Cape  Town  ? — It  was. 

12119.  Was  it  not  reserved  as  a  sewage  farm  at  one  time? — No,  that  is  the 
outspan  area.  When  we  discussed  the  drainage  question  of  Cape  Town,  it  was  thought 
that  we  should  be  able  to  drain  on  to  the  Woodstock  beach,  where  we  have  an  outfall. 
\Ve  contemplated,  at  the  time,  carrying  out  our  great  drainage  scheme  along  the  same 
course.  Expert  advice  was  obtained,  with  regard  to  the  feasibility  of  that  proposal, 
and  also  with  regard  to  the  currents  in  Table  Bay.  But,  I  believe,  that  the  Council 
came  to  the  decision — after  the  expert  advice  which  was  given  with  regard  to  the 
currents  in  the  Bay — that  it  would  not  bo  advisable  to  carry  out  the  drainage  in  that 
direction.  Another  suggestion,  then,  was  made,  that  there  should  be  a  sewage  farm 
somewhere,  and  an  expert  was  got  out  for  that.  We  had  Mr.  Pritchard,  first  of  all, 
and  then  Mr.  Dunscombe,  and  the  idea  of  a  sewage  farm  was  favoured.  It  was 
decided  to  get  from  Government  this  outspan  area,  rather  than  drain  into  the  Bay,  and 
plans  were  duly  prepared.  In  the  meantime,  pits,  for  trying  the  suitability  of  the 
pjlace,  were  sunk  on  the  ground,  and  after  that  was  completed,  Mr.  Dunscombe  said 
that  the  ground  was  unsuitable  for  a  sewage  farm. 

'  21 20.  You  no  longer  lay  any  claim  to  that  land  ? — Oh,  yes  ;  it  is  still  ours.  The 
Government  suggested  that  we  should  utilise  that  piece  of  land  for  a  loca'ion. 
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12121.  But  is  it  not  included  in  the  area  proclaimed  as  the  Municipal  area  of 
Maitland  ? — That  may  be  so,  but  we  are  the  owners  of  it. 

12122.  Have  you  title  to  it?— So  1  understand 

12123.  Do  you  know  the  extent  of  it? — It  is  a  very  large  piece,  but  I  could 
not  say  what  the  extent  of  it  is.  With  regard  to  the  suggestion  made  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  that  we  should  establish  a  location  there,  we  made  certain  enquiries,  prepared 
certain  plans  and  took  certain  levels. 

12124.  Do  you  mean  on  the  area  known  as  “  Salt  River  Outspan  ”  ? — Yes. 

12125.  It.  comprises  about  200  or  300  morgen  ? — Yes,  it  is  a  large  area  and  near 
to  our  farm  there — Rentzkie’s  farm. 

12126.  And  you  still  regard  that  as  Cape  Town  property  ? — Yes  ;  the  Agricultural 
Department  have  requested  that  it  should  be  returned  to  them,  but  we  did  not  accede 
to  that  request  because  we  did  not  know  whether  we  might  not  still  require  it  for  some 
purpose  or  other.  I  may  say  that,  when  it  was  suggested  to  establish  a  location  on 
this  piece  of  ground,  Maitland  objected  to  the  establishment  of  a  location,  and,  imme¬ 
diately  after  that,  we  received  a  request  from  the  Agricultural  Department  to  return 
the  ground  to  them. 

12127.  Something  will  have  to  be  settled  about  that  ground,  I  take  it  ? — I  don’t 
know  ;  we  are  quite  satisfied  with  it  as  it  is 

12128.  It  could  be  dealt  with  together  with  the  general  question  of  amalgamation, 
coidd  it  not  ? — I  don’t  know.  I  don’t  think  that  it  affects  it,  either  one  way  or  the 
other.  It  cannot  be  utilised  for  the  purposes  of  a  drainage  farm,  but,  if  there  is  any 
other  public  use  to  which  it  could  be  put,  I  don’t  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty 
in  coming  to  an  agreement  about  that. 

12129.  If  the  area  has  been  proclaimed  as  part  of  the  Municipality  of  Maitland, 
and  you  have  a  title  to  it,  it  might  lead  to  difficulty? — I  don’t  see  that.  We  own 
Rentzkie’s  farm,  which  is  in  their  Municipality,  or  rather,  it  is  in  the  same  area.  Wo 
own  that,  and  we  have  title  to  it,  but  it  has  made  no  difference  so  far.  Uf  course  they 
may,  as  a  Municipality,  subject  us,  as  owners,  to  certain  conditions  in  connection  with  the 
ground. 

12130.  Is  Rentzkie’s  farm  within  the  Municipality  of  Maitland? — I  think  so,  at 
any  rate,  it  is  very  close  to  it. 

12131.  Do  they  rate  you  for  it  ? — No,  I  don’t  think  so. 

12132.  Dr.  Gregory .]  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  outside  the  area  of  the  Maitland 
Municipality  ?— Well,  in  any  case,  it  adjoins  their  area. 

12133.  Chairman.']  The  line  between  Woodstock  and  Cape  Town,  how  does  that 
run  ? — We  join  just  outside  the  toll,  and  we  run  up  to  the  mountain. 

12134.  That  line  has  not  led  to  any  difficulties  in  any  way  ? — No.  There  has 
been  a  little  friction,  with  regard  to  the  drainage  in  one  part  where,  it  so  happens, 
that  we  have  to  take  the  drainage  and  they  take  the  rates  accruing  from  the  properties 
drained.  That  is  the  only  friction,  but  there  has  really  not  been  much  friction,  even 
about  that. 

12135.  Is  there  anything  you  have  to  say  about  the  area  on  the  mountain  ? 
Should  the  rights  of  the  Corporation  be  extended,  there,  in  any  direction  ? — In  that 
particular,  I  think,  we  should  have  more  ground,  seeing  that  we  are  so  deeply 
interested  in  that  locality,  with  regard  to  our  water,  and  its  proper  protection  and 
preservation.  With  regard  to  that,  we  should  have  control  of  all  the  mountain  land 
in  Cape  Town,  I  think. 

12136.  You  have  not  that  at  the  present  time  ? — No,  but  we  have  certain  areas 
granted  to  us. 

12137.  As  catchment  areas? — Yes. 

12138.  You  have  no  particulars,  therefore,  to  lay  before  the  Commission  with 
regard  to  that  ? — No.  Cape  Town  has  got  pretty  well,  so  far  as  its  city  is  con¬ 
cerned,  almost  all  that  it  could  wish  for.  It  is  simply  a  matter  of  development  of  the 
various  issues  that  it  has  in  hand. 

12139.  The  foreshore  of  Table  Bay  is  controllel,  more  by  the  Harbour  Board, 
is  it  not  ? — Yes,  that  is  a  matter  which  is  largely  under  the  control  of  the  Harbour 
Board  and  the  Government. 

12140.  Are  they  responsible  for  its  sanitary  condition? — Well,  as  the  owners,  I 
presume  so.  According  to  the  Act,  the  land  between  high  water  and  low  water,  that  is  to 
say  vacant  land,  was  supposed  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  Municipality,  and  vested  in 
them  ;  but,  owing  to  the  recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  it  does  not  appear  that 
we  have  any  right  to  that  ground.  We  have  spent  a  considerable  sum  of  money  in 
maintaining  the  beach  clean.  For  instance,  in  one  year  we  spent  over  £800,  but,  when 
it  was  decided  that  the  property  was  no  longer  ours,  we  relaxed  to  a  certain  extent. 

12141.  Have  you  discontinued  looking  after  it  altogether  ? — Not  entirely,  but  we 
have  not  gone  to  the  same  extent  since.  We,  however,  still  spend  a  certain  sum  of 
money  upon  it.  EEEE  2 
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Mr-  12142.  If  you  discontinued  it  altogether,  whose  duty  would  it  be  ? — I  don’t  know, 

'  ill/' ‘  unless  we  could  call  upon  the  owners  of  the  land  to  look  after  it.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
iul>  June,  1902.  however,  we  are  exercising  every  care  over  it  even  at  the  present  time. 

12143.  Dr.  Gregory/]  What  is  known  as  the  “  Old  Outspan,”  at  Maitland,  and 
which  was  granted  to  the  Cape  Town  Municipality,  could  you  tell  the  Commission 
whether  you  have  actually  got  title  to  that  ground  ? — I  believe  we  have,  but  I  could 
not  say  positively. 

12144.  Or  was  it  only  reserved  for  certain  purposes? — No,  I  think  we  have  title 
to  the  ground,  because  the  Agricultural  Department  would  not  have  demanded  the 
return  of  it,  iu  the  form  in  whioh  they  did,  unless  we  had  title. 

12145.  Still,  there  is  a  system  under  which  Parliament  sets  aside  a  portion  of 
ground  for  certain  purposes  without  actually  granting  title? — Yes. 

12146.  But  at  any  rate  the  Council  have  no  right  to  use  that  ground  for  any  other 
purpose  than  as  a  sewage  farm  ? — As  I  have  before  stated,  the  Government  suggested 
that  we  should  utilise  it  for  the  purposes  of  a  location. 

12147.  But  Government  appointed  a  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  most  suitable 
site  for  a  location,  did  they  not? — We  had  a  deputation  before  Sir  Gordon  Sprigg 
with  a  view  to  getting  his  assistance  in  obtaining  a  suitable  site  for  the  location,  and 
Sir  Gordon  Sprigg  promised  that  he  would  do  his  best.  After  a  number  of  letters  and 
communications  between  the  Government  and  the  Council,  I  think,  Mr.  Stanford,  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Native  Affairs  Department,  was  appointed  to  go  over  the 
Peninsula,  for  the  purpose  of  looking  for  a  suitable  site,  and,  of  course,  he  was  sent  by 
the  Government ;  but,  I  believe,  he  reported  that  the  only  site  was  the  Outspan,  and 
that  we  already  possessed. 

12148.  But  you  have  not  answered  my  question.  Government  appointed  a 
Commission  to  enquire  into  the  most  suitable  site,  did  they  not? — Not  beyond  what  I 
have  stated. 

12149.  Will  you  believe  me  if  I  state  that  the  Government  did  appoint  a 
Commission? — Well,  Sir  Gordon  Sprigg  promised  to  look  into  the  matter. 

12150.  That  Commission  enquired  into  the  whole  matter,  and  they  took  a  good 
deal  of  evidence,  and,  amongst  others,  two  members  of  the  Cape  Town  Council  were 
examined  ? — When  was  that  ? 

12151.  About  two  years  ago.  Mr.  O’Reilly  and  Mr.  Matthews  gave  evidence. — 
I  am  speaking  of  years  ago — long  before  that.  You  are  speaking  of  the  time,  since 
the  instruction  w;as  given  to  the  Council,  that  we  should  utilise  the  Outspan.  But  I 
remember  the  Commission  of  which  you  speak  and,  I  think,  Mr.  O’Reilly  was  Mayor 
at  the  time.  I  was  not  called  to  give  evidence. 

12152.  The  members  of  that  Commission  were  your  own  Health  Officer,  Dr. 
Fuller,  Captain  Jenner,  Chief  of  Police,  Mr.  Stanford,  Superintendent  of  the  Native 
Affairs  Department,  and  myself  ;  and,  as  a  result  of  their  enquiry  they  recommended 
the  present  site  at  Uitvlugt  for  a  location  ? — Was  that  recommendation  sent  to  us,  as  a 
Council,  Doctor  ? 

12153.  It  was  printed  and  published. — Still,  I  am  speaking  previously  to  that. 

12154.  At  any  rate,  that  ground  is  only  legally  granted  to  you  for  the  use  of  a 
lewage  farm  ? — That  was  the  purpose,  at  all  events,  then. 

12155.  Now,  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  Cape  Town  Council  never  intend  to  use 
it  tor  that  purpose  ? — I  suppose  they  will  use  it  still  for  some  purpose. 

12156.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  utterly  unsuitable,  and  could  not  be  used,  for  such 
a  purpose  ? — No. 

12157.  You  are  aware  that  the  ground  is  of  very  much  importance  to  the  Maitland 
Municipality  ? — Well,  I  suppose  so. 

12158.  On  several  grounds,  namely,  that  it  breaks  up,  and  cuts  into  two  portions, 
their  area  for  administrative  purposes  ? — I  suppose  that  is  in  consequence  of  the  recent 
formation  of  the  Municipality. 

12159.  No,  it  always  has  been  that,  under  the  Village  Management  Board;  but 
another  ground,  why  it  is  of  importance  to  Maitland,  is  that  it  would  supply  them  with 
a  suitable  commonage,  as  far  as  one  portion  is  concerned,  and  that  another  portion 
would  be  suitable  for  building  sites,  which  should  be  built  over,  so  as  to  bring  together 
the  two  portions  of  their  village.  Now,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Cape  Town  Council 
cannot  use  it  for  any  purposes  of  its  own,  and  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
Maitland  Municipality,  do  you  not  think  that  the  Cape  Town  Council  would  be  prepared 
to  relinquish  their  title  ? — I  don’t  know  that  we  have  any  particular  views  upon  the 
subject,  just  at  present.  We  don’t  know  what  the  development  of  our  farm — Rentzkie’s 
farm— would  require,  and  the  question  is  whether  it  would  be  advisable  really  to 
establish  a  village  there.  If  it  is  to  be  in  that  form,  which  you  speak  of,  I  don’t  know 
that  we  should  contest  it. 

12160.  It  is  some  distance  from  Rentzkie  farm,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  a 
large  community  springing  up  close  to  Rentzki  farm  oh  your  property  ? — Well,  I  don’t 
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know  that  we  should  contest  their  taking  it  over,  very  much.  At  that  time,  we  thought  Thomas' Ball 
that  we  should  use  it  for  the  purpose,  which  I  have  mentioned,  but  the  necessity  for  wm ' '  ' 
that  has  been  removed.  13th  June-  1902- 

12161.  With  regard  to  the  area  on  the  top  of  Table  Mountain,  which  constitutes 
your  catchment  area,  at  present  there  are  no  regulations  inexistence  for  preserving  that 
area  from  pollution  P — I  think  we  have  submitted  some  regulations  to  you  for  approval, 
but  I  don’t  know  whether  you  really  have  had  time  to  look  through  them. 

12162.  Were  they  not  published  by  the  Government  in  March,  1899,  but  after¬ 
wards  withdrawn  on  the  resolution  of  the  Council  in  July,  1899  ? — I  don’t  think  they 
were  withdrawn,  hut  they  certainly  were  hung  up.  I  don’t  think  we  got  a  reply.  At 
any  rate  the  regulations  were  not  approved. 

12163.  Are  the  regulations  not  with  the  Council,  and  have  been  with  the  Council  for 
several  years  past  ? — They  have  been  for  the  last  two  years  possibly.  Still,  they  were 
submitted  to  the  Government,  for  approval,  but,  as  far  as  my  memory  serves  me,  they 
were  not  passed,  and,  I  believe,  the  reasons  given  were  that  they  would  interfere  with 
the  rights  of  the  citizens.  Of  course,  that  is,  as  far  as  I  remember,  but  I  cannot  speak, 
off  hand,  on  the  subject. 

12164.  But  it  is  very  necessary  that  some  regulations  should  be  framed,  is  it  not  ? — 

Certainly  ;  and  I  think  very  stringent  regulations  should  be  framed. 

12165.  To  protect  that  area  ? — -Oh  yes,  I  quite  agree  with  you  there. 

12166.  Although  very  drastic  ones  might  not  be  necessary,  some  simple  regula¬ 
tions  are  required  ? — I  don’t  think  you  could  make  regulations  too  drastic  for  a  thing 
of  that  kind. 

12167.  You  were  saying  just  now,  Mr.  Ball,  that  you  considered,  and  that  the 
Council  considered,  that  they  should  have  power  to  decide  what  class  of  house  should 
be  built  in  any  particular  locality  of  your  town,  and  what  particular  use  it  should  be 
put  to  ? — Yes. 

12168.  And  that  you  should  have  the  power  to  say  that  a  certain  locality  shall 
be  entirely  residential,  and  that  there  shall  be  no  business  premises  or  shops  ? — Yes. 

12169.  M  ow,  do  you  think  that  that  power  is  altogether  advisable? — I  think  it 
would  be  in  the  interest  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  community.  I  think  such  power 
would  be  used  with  considerable  discretion,  and  it  would  really  only  be  used  in  the 
development  of  new  estates,  because  I  don’t  mean  to  say  that  such  power  should  be 
retrospective.  It  certainly  could  be  used  with  very  great  advantage  in  the  development  * 
of  new  estates,  both  to  the  people  who  sell  the  land  and  to  the  city  generally. 

12170.  But  don’t  you  think,  as  a  general  principle,  that  the  government  of  the 
people  should  be,  as  near  as  possible,  consistent  with  what  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  conservation  of  health,  good  order  and  good  government? — Would  not  that  be 
part  of  it  ? 

12171.  Don’t  you  think  such  a  drastic  step  as  that  is  rather  going  beyond  what 
should  he  done  by  a  Council  ? — No,  I  really  don’t  think  so.  I  think  that  some  power 
is  required  to  enable  the  Council  to  deal  with  the  division  of  lands  and  of  new  estates. 

You  find,  to-day,  that  a  great  many  small  plots  are  sold  which  it  is  impossible  really 
for  the  people  to  utilise  with  advantage  in  keeping  up  anything  like  a  decent  class  of 
building  in  the  localities  concerned.  The  result  is  that,  by  the  erection  of  such  inferior 
buildings,  the  rest  of  the  property  is  deteriorated  thereby,  and  the  only  action  the 
Council  can  take  is  the  one  I  have  quoted  to  you,  namely,  controlling  the  architectural 
feature  of  the  plot. 

12172.  And  its  efficiency  for  health  purposes  and  proper  living  ? — Yes. 

12173.  Now,  those  are  very  wide  powers  in  themselves,  are  they  not  ? — Yes. 

12174.  Now,  can  you  call  to  mind  any  other  local  body  that  has  the  power  to  go 
beyond  these  powers  you  have  mentioned  ? — I  don’t  know  that  I  can  give  you  any 
illustration. 

12175.  You  have  lived  in  Cape  Town  many  years,  and  you  have  seen  its  growth 
and  development  ? — I  have. 

12176.  You  are  perfectly  aware  that  what  has  originally  formed  a  residential 
neighbourhood  has,  without  any  pressure  being  brought  by  the  Council,  gradually 
become  a  business  neighbourhood  ? — Yes. 

12177.  So  that  any  rules  that  you  might  lay  down  in  regard  to  any  particular 
area  can  have  no  stability  ? — Of  course,  if  the  residents  are  driven  out  of  town.  But 
it  is  a  power  that  should  be  in  their  hands,  and,  if  put  into  their  hands,  they  could 
enforce  it  where  they  deem  it  advisable  to  do  so. 

12178.  Now,  you  stated  that  the  Cape  Town  Council  was  instrumental  in  regard 
to  certain  conditions  being  put  into  the  conditions  of  sale  cf  the  plots  of  ground,  which 
were  sold  at  Breda’s  Estate,  up  at  Orangezicht  ? — Yes. 

12179.  Are  you  aware  that  one  of  those  conditions  is  that  no  coloured  person  can 
occupy  any  house  built  on  any  of  those  plots  ? — Yes. 
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12180.  Do  you  think  that  such  a  condition  as  that,  is  either  legal  or  just? — Dr. 
Gregory,  you  have  no  right  to  put  questions  like  that.  It  is  not  a  fair  question. 

12181.  Was  that  one  of  the  conditions  advised  by  the  Town  Council  ? — I  cannot 
say  ;  I  don’t  know. 

12182.  With  regard,  to  your  boundaries,  they  are  somewhat  irregular,  are  they 
not  ? — They  dip  right  down  to  the  sea  at  the  Camps  Bay  side,  and.  they  cut  into  the 
Sea  Poiut  Municipality,  in  regard  to  the  portion  which  is  called  Green  Point  and 
Mouille  Point,  do  they  not  ? — Yes,  they  are  very  irregular  there.  From  Boundary 
Street  you  take  the  one  side  of  the  road,  that  is  to  say,  the  left  side,  and  you  find  that 
all  the  properties  on  that  side  are  in  the  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point  Municipality, 
whereas  all  the  property  on  the  right  side  of  the  road,  including  the  Commonage  right 
up  to  Three  Anchor  Bay,  is  in  the  Cape  Town  Municipality. 

12183.  And  that  really  causes  a  certain  amount  of  difficulty  of  administration,  does 
it  not  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  has  not  been  to  the  advantage  of  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point. 

12184.  So  that  you  would  be  prepared  to  endorse  the  opinion  that  either  the 
whole  of  that  part  should  belong  to  Sea  Point,  or  rather  should  be  controlled  by  Sea 
Point,  or  that  Sea  Point  should  be  controlled  by  Cape  Town  ? — I  am  prepared  to  say 
that  it  should  be  controlled  by  Cape  Town,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  that 
portion  of  Cape  Town  Municipality  should  be  controlled  by  Sea  Point. 

12184  (a).  Still  it  somewhat  follows? — No,  there  is  no  analogy. 

12185.  Mr.  Gurney .]  Any  difficulty  with  the  piece  of  land  at  Maitland,  belong¬ 
ing  to  Cape  Town,  and  which  is  desired  by  the  Maitland  Municipality,  would,  of 
course,  disappear  when  amalgamation  takes  place? — Not  necessarily,  but  I  don’t  look 
upon  that  as  a  difficulty. 

12186.  Still  the  question  would  no  longer  arise,  if  it  were  one  Municipality  ? — 
You  mean  if  Maitland  were  attached  to  Cape  Town. 

12187.  Yes,  I  am  speaking  generally  of  amalgamation  ? — Oh,  yes ;  in  that  case 
certainly. 

12188.  Dr.  Anderson.]  With  regard  to  this  land  at  Maitland,  belonging  to  the 
Corporation  of  Cape  Town,  there  are  other  uses  to  which  it  could  be  put  besides  a 
sewage  farm,  such  as,  for  instance,  open  spaces  for  the  people  ? — Oh,  yes ;  a  portion  of 
it  should  be  retained  as  an  open  space.  As  it  is,  we  have  too  few  open  spaces.  I  may 
say  that  part  of  our  scheme  of  reclamation,  had  it  gone  through,  was  the  idea  of 
setting  apart  a  portion  in  order  to  convert  it  into  a  Park,  with  an  artificial  lake,  for  the 
people.  That  is,  the  reclamation  scheme  in  connection  with  the  ground  at  the  other 
side  of  Woodstock.  That  was  the  idea  of  the  Councillors. 

12189.  Then  with  regard  to  the  sanitation  of  the  foreshore  of  Table  Bay,  does  it 
not  give  rise  to  a  difficulty  Rowing  to  the  foreshore  not  being  under  the  Municipality  ? — 
I  think,  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  that  it  ought  to  be  vested  in  the  Municipality. 
In  fact,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  whole  of  the  foreshore,  including  the  Docks  and 
everything  else,  should  be  placed,  so  far  as  its  sanitation  is  concerned,  under  the  Health 
Officer  of  the  town.  I  also  think  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  visitation  to 
ships  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Health  Officer  of  the  town.  There  should 
not  be  dividing  authorities  there. 

12190.  You  think  there  should  be  a  properly  constituted  Port  Sanitary  Authority, 
and  that  Port  Sanitary  Authority  should  be  the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town  ? — Yes. 

12191.  The  same  as  is  done  in  places  like  Liverpool,  Glasgow,  and  other  places  ? 
— Yes. 

12192.  At  the  present  time,  is  there  any  properly  qualified  officer  who  would 
carry  out  the  duties  of  the  health  officer  for  the  Port  ? — I  understand  that  there  is  a 
health  officer  who  is  telephoned  for  occasionally  to  come  down  and  visit  the  ships,  but 
I  certainly  am  of  opinion  that  that  is  a  duty  which  should  devolve  upon  the  health 
officer  of  the  town,  especially  now  that  we  have  a  permanent  official. 

12193.  Then  in  regard  to  the  question  of  joining  the  portion  of  Cape  To  vn,  which 
extends  Mouille  Point  way  and  includes  the  Common,  to  the  Sea  Point  Municipality, 
there  would  be  a  strong  objection  on  the  part  of  Cape  Town,  on  the  ground  that 
certain  institutions  belonging  to  the  Corporation  are  built  upon  it  ? — Yes  ;  and  then  if 
that  were  allowed  it  would  be  the  small  Municipality  absorbing  the  larger  one,  instead 
of  it  being  exactly  in  the  opposite  direction.  I  think  it  would  be  greatly  to  the 
interest  of  the  smaller  Municipalities  to  be  absorbed  by  the  Cape  Town  Municipality. 
I  don’t  say  this  because  Cape  Town  will  reap  any  benefit  from  it.  as  I  don’t  think  we 
shall  derive  any  advantage,  but  I  am  approaching  the  question  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  general  benefit  of  the  Peninsula. 

12194.  Mr.  Stewart.]  You  have  referred  to  some  additional  areas  on  Table 
Mountain,  Mr.  Ball,  which  it  might  be  desirable  for  the  Council  to  control  for  water 
supply  purposes  ? — Yes. 

12195.  Have  you  been  advised  that  there  are  some  small  areas,  which  can  be 
utilised  to  increase  your  water  supply  ? — Oh  yes,  we  have. 
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12196.  And  is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  the  Council  have  been  advised  that 
it  is  desirable  to  secure  a  strip  of  ground  outside  your  catchment  area,  as  wide  as  pos¬ 
sible,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  and  preserving  your  catchment  area  from  pollution  ? 
— Yes,  we  have. 

12197.  Do  you  remember  some  steps  that  were  taken,  years  ago,  with  the  view  of 
removing  some  of  the  employes  in  the  service  of  the  Forest  Department,  on  Table 
Mountain,  in  the  catchment  area  ? — Yes. 

12198.  And  they  were  employed  by  the  Grovernment,  through  the  Forest  Depart¬ 
ment  ? — Yes. 

12199.  And  their  habits  of  cleanliness  were  not  such  that  they  could  be  looked 
upon  as  desirable  persons  to  live  inside  the  catchment  area  ? — That  was  the  opinion 
expressed. 

12200.  And,  I  think,  the  engineer  of  the  works  on  Table  Mountain  drew  attention, 
very  strongly,  to  the  disgraceful  state  of  affairs  existing  at  the  caretaker’s  house,  that 
is,  the  caretaker  employed  by  the  Grovernment  ? — Yes. 

12201.  And  do  you  remember  the  gist  of  a  report  made  by  the  medical  officer  of 
health  for  the  Colony  on  that  and  kindred  subjects  ? — Well,  I  can  scarcely  tax  my  memory 
as  to  the  details  of  that  report,  just  now,  but  as  far  as  my  memory  does  serve  me,  it 
appeared  that  the  difficulties  were  somewhat  exaggerated  with  regard  to  the  danger 
arising  from  the  habits  of  the  people  in  this  catchment  area.  That  is  what  I  think 
now,  but,  as  it  is  some  time  ago,  I  cannot  remember  what  the  details  were  exaotly. 

12202.  Attention  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  drainage  from  the  caretaker’s 
house  seemed  to  go  into  the  stream  ? — Yes,  I  remember  that  very  well. 

12203.  Of  course  we  can  get  that  report? — Oh  yes,  you  can  easily  get  a  copy  of 
that  report. 

12204.  The  engineer  of  the  works,  since  that  date,  has  recommended  on  several 
occasions  that  very  stringent  steps  should  be  taken  for  the  protection  of  the  catchment 
area,  without  interfering  with  the  rights  of  way  on  the  mountain  ? — Oh  yes.  There 
was  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  some  time  ago,  in  trying  to  introduce  those  regulations,  but 
the  rights  of  the  citizens  were  protected,  especially,  so  far  as  pathways,  existing  and 
also  pathways  authorised  to  be  cut,  were  concerned.  We  took  care  to  give  every 
facility  for  those  citizens  who  desire  to  go  up  the  mountain,  and  still  protect  our 
catchment  area. 

12205.  The  Council  endeavour  to  protect  the  water  supply,  to  the  best  of  their 
ability,  without  interfering,  in  any  way,  with  the  rights  of  the  citizens? — Yes,  that  is 
so. 

12206.  Chairman .]  On  the  question  of  amalgamation,  Mr.  Ball,  we  should  like  to 
have  your  views.  I  suppose,  you  have  thought  a  good  deal  about  the  difficulties,  that 
are  engendered  by  the  multiplication  of  Municipalities  in  this  neighbourhood  ? — Oh, 
yes. 

12207.  And  from  your  experience,  you  have  been,  more  or  less,  convinced  that 
there  are  very  serious  disabilities  arising  in  that  connection  ? — Yes. 

12208.  Would  you  kindly  explain  some  of  those  disabilities,  in  your  own 
language  ? — I  think,  in  the  first  place  you  would  have  had  a  system  of  drainage, 
and  general  lighting  scheme  long  before  this,  had  these  things  been  associated  with 
a  large  Municipality,  because  that  is  one  of  the  first  considerations  that  would 
have  been  gone  into.  The  second  consideration  is,  I  believe,  that  you  would  have  had 
a  more  ample  water  supply.  That,  I  think,  would  have  been  in  existence  to-day,  had 
there  not  been  so  many  small  Municipalities.  Then,  there  is  another  consideration, 
whioh  has  already  been  brought  up,  and  that  is  the  necessity  for  the  establishment 
of  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  in  order  to  deal  with  cases  of  infectious  disease. 
In  that  regard,  we  should  have  been  in  a  far  more  advanced  stage  and  facilities 
would  have  been  offered  to  the  people  in  the  various  areas  without  much  difficulty. 
It  is  very  necessary  that  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  should  be  established  for 
the  whole  area  of  the  Peninsula,  and  one  such  institution  would  be  ample  for  all, 
and  ought  to  be  worked  for  the  combined  Authority.  With  the  existence  of  all 
these  Municipalities  and,  in  the  absence  of  one  large  one  controlling  the  whole  thing, 
you  can  see  what  difficulties  arise.  All  these  separate  Municipalities  desire  to  get  out 
of  their  responsibilities  in  matters  of  this  kind  and  throw  them  upon  the  city,  and 
that  is  why  we  have  not  advanced  further  in  that  respect.  Then  there  are  the  ques¬ 
tions  of  the  Fire  Brigade  and  of  the  lighting  of  the  towns ;  these  are  features 
whioh  would  have  been  provided  for,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  advantage  of  the  citizens, 
generally,  if  we  had  had  a  combined  instead  of  a  divided  Authority.  But,  more 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  width  of  roads  and  open  spaces ;  the  growth  of  the 
town  and  of  the  suburbs,  during  the  last  ten  years,  has  been  amazing,  and  it 
is  very  unfortunate  that  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  minimise  the  interests  of 
the  people  with  regard  to  the  width  of  roads  and,  consequently,  the  general  health 
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Mr  of  the  inhabitants.  That  is  very  important  indeed.  I  mentioned  the  other 
r  --M,  0£  case  0f  gea  Point,  which  is  a  beautiful  suburb,  but  having  so 

Jur..  .  •  j.  few  approaches  from  the  main  road  up  to  the  hill  it  has  really  been  spoilt.  And 
you  may  almost  say  that  whatever  approaches  there  are  are  nothing  but  narrow  alley 
ways  from  16  to  20  feet  wide.  If  there  were  one  large  Council,  that  would  never  have 
been  allowed,  because  Cape  Town  will  allow  nothing  less  than  a  width  of  40  feet,  in 
the  construction  of  roads,  in  subdivided  estates.  It  is  a  most  important  aud  essential 
thing  that  these  matters  should  be  carried  out  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and  that 
there  should  be  uniformity.  We  have  to  look  ahead.  The  position  is  not  what  will  do 
for  a  day  or  two,  but  we  must  look  to  the  future.  We  see,  at  the  present  day,  how 
people  desire  to  build  two  and  three  storey  houses  because  of  the  increased  value  of 
land.  Thus,  with  narrow  streets,  reducing  the  air-space,  it  becomes  very  difficult 
to  deal  with  these  things,  either  for  protection  by  fire  or  for  sanitation.  These  ore 
matters  especially  to  be  considered  by  a  lai’ge  Municipality,  and  by  it  they  would  be 
effectively  dealt  with. 

12209.  Generally  speaking,  you  regard  that  the  whole  area,  from  Camps  Bay  to 
Wynberg,  is  an  area  occupied  by  people  who  have  common  interests,  common  responsi¬ 
bilities,  and  who  require  common  services  provided  for  them  ? — That  is  what  I  think. 

12210.  And  tlat  points  to  the  desirability  of  the  whole  area  being  placed  under 
one  jurisdiction  and  control  ? — That  is  what,  I  think,  it  must  come  to  eventually. 

12211.  And  the  fact  that  it  has  not  come  up  to  this  time,  has,  in  your  opinion, 
seriously  delayed  and  hindered  matters  in  regard  to  the  supply  of  such  services  as 
ought  to  have  been  supplied  long  ago  P — Yes,  that  is  my  opinion,  but  there  are  other 
reasons  too.  Of  course,  one  of  the  great  objections  naturally  has  been,  on  the  part  of 
these  Municipalities,  that  if  they  are  attached  to  Cape  Town  they  would  have  to  be 
responsible  for  the  Cape  Town  debt  and  pay  Cape  Town  rates.  But - 

12212.  If  you  will  allow  me,  I  will  come  to  the  objections  later  on,  but  I  want, 
first  of  all,  to  get  your  ideas  as  to  the  dangers  and  disabilities  which  exist,  owing  to  the 
existence  of  so  many  small  Municipalities  ? — Yes. 

12213.  Now,  is  there  any  other  disability  that  you  can  mention,  owing  to  the 
multiplication  of  Municipalities  ? — I  think  they  are  pretty  well  embraced  in  what  I 
have  stated,  and  those  difficulties  have  created  a  good  deal  of  trouble. 

12214.  Now  then,  presuming  that  we  have  arrived  at  some  general  idea  of  the 
disabilities  that  have  been  created,  we  will  take  the  objections  that  are  urged  against 
amalgamation,  and  you  have  just  referred  to  one  of  those,  namely,  the  question  of  the 
debts  of  Cape  Town  and  the  rates  levied  upon  the  people  ? — Yes. 

12215.  The  indebtedness  of  Cape  Town  is  pointed  to  by  people  as  a  reason  why 
they  should  not  be  incorporated  with  the  City  ? — The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  that  these 
people  who  raise  that  objection  have  never  taken  into  consideration  the  real  position 
which  Cape  Town  occupies  with  regard  to  its  assets.  These  outlying  Municipalities 
are  not  in  possession  of  any  of  the  things  that  I  have  just  mentioned,  such  as 
water  supply,  drainage,  fire  brigade,  and  lighting.  But  all  these  things  Cape  Town 
has,  and  they  form  a  very  valuable  asset,  practically,  revenue-producing  assets  to  the 
City.  We  have  had  to  pay  for  these  things  in  the  past,  aud  the  burden  has  been  laid 
upon  Cape  Town,  but  fortunately  we  are  coming  to  the  end  of  that  now,  that  is  to  say, 
as  far  as  drainage  is  concerned,  we  are  having  the  system  perfected,  and  all  that  really 
remains  would  be  extension,  which  would  not  be  an  item  involving  a  serious  amount  of 
expenditure  in  the  future.  The  result  of  that  is  that  our  rates  in  the  future  would  be 
less  than  those  rates  which  are  demanded  in  the  suburbs.  In  the  suburbs  all  these 
things  have  still  to  be  provided  for,  and  because  of  the  fear  of  increased  rates  there  they 
are  not  provided.  These  are  difficulties  which  will  have  to  be  faced,  and  I  say 
you  want  a  strong  body  to  insist  upon  their  being  carried  out.  There  is,  of  course, 
the  strong  objection  to  the  people  being  more  heavily  taxed,  in  order  to  provide  these 
improvements,  buc  the  health  of  the  people  must  be  considered.  In  their  case  also, 
like  in  Cape  Town,  the  expenditure  would,  in  course  of  time,  disappear.  It  would  not 
be  a  recurring  responsibility,  and,  like  Cape  Town,  the  taxes  in  the  suburbs  would 
in  time  come  down,  that  is  to  say,  when  once  they  have  these  revenue-producing  assets. 
But  there  is  another  reason :  I  consider  that  we  could  collect  the  rates  very  much 
better  than  these  Municipalities.  I  have  an  abstract  here,  from  the  statistical  register, 
with  regard  to  the  payment  of  rates  during  the  10  years,  from  1889  to  1899,  and  you 
will  find  from  that,  that  the  percentage  of  rates,  outstanding  or  uncollected,  in  these 
different  Municipalities  during  that  period  shews  a  state  of  things  which  points  very 
much  to  the  advantage  of  the  larger  Municipality,  at  all  events. 

12216.  You  are  now  speaking  of  Municipal  rates  ? — Yes.  The  percentages  of 
outstanding  rates  in  this  return  are  given  as  follows :  Cape  Town,  3*12 ;  Green  and 
Sea  Point,  which  is  a  small  Municipality,  2 -25  ;  Woodstock,  1  *94 ;  Mowbray,  17*9 ; 
Itondebosch,  3*80 ;  Claremont,  1*38 ;  Wynberg,  38*40 ;  Kalk  Bay,  37*36  ;  Siraons- 
town,  30-30, 
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12217.  Do  you  mean  the  nett  amount  for  the  10  years? — No,  that  is  the  yearly 
average.  I  will  hand  you  the  return  to  look  at.  It  is  merely  an  extract  copied  from  lM 

the  statistical  register.  13th  June,  1902. 

12218.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  believe  that  the  objectors  to  amal¬ 
gamation  raise  the  question  of  the  high,  or  supposed  high,  indebtedness  of  Cape  Town, 
rather  from  the  point  of  view  that  they  want  to  shirk  carrying  out  these  improvements 
and  needed  public  works,  than  from  any  solid  belief  that  they  would  have  to  share 
liability  for  the  debt  of  Cape  Town  P — That  is  my  opinion. 

12219.  As  far  as  the  indebtedness  is  concerned,  if  it  really  arises  from  differences 
of  services  supplied  to  any  area,  don’t  you  think  that  such  an  objection  could  be  got 
over  by  provisions  for  differential  rating? — Yes,  I  am  firmly  of  opinion  that  you 
would  be  obliged  to  introduce  that  in  any  amalgamation  scheme.  I  don’t  think  you 
could  carry  out  the  system  of  taxation  obtaining  in  Cape  Town  throughout,  whatever 
portions,  or  areas,  might  be  joined  on  to  it.  You  would  have  to  deal  with  those 
portions  on  different  lines. 

12220.  One  witness  we  had  here  urged  the  belief  that  differential  rating  would  be 
an  absolute  bar  to  amalgamation,  but  it  does  not  strike  you  in  that  light,  does  it  ?  — 

Not  at  all.  I  consider  it  is  the  opposite  way  entirely. 

12221.  And  there  would  be  nothing  to  hinder  a  system  of  differential  rating  being 
applied  to  every  unit  at  present  existing  ? — I  don’t  see  any  difficulty  at  all. 

12222.  Now  with  reference  to  the  debts:  Suppose  that  we  were  to  amalgamate 
the  whole  of  these  Municipalities  and  that  we  were  to  find  out,  as  we  probably  will 
find  out,  that  the  debt,  both  the  present  debt  and  the  prospective  debt,  is  to  be  a  con¬ 
siderable  sum,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  suggesting  that  a  Government  guarantee 
might  be  given  for  the  consolidated  loan? — Yes,  if  it  were  necessary. 

12'<:23.  Don’t  you  think  that,  if  that  were  done,  it  would  be  likely  to  diminish  the 
rate  of  interest  payable  or  that  it  would  facilitate  the  conditions  ou  which  money  could 
be  borrowed? — Of  course,  as  far  as  Cape  Town  is  concerned,  i' s  credit  stands  high,  and  we 
have  always  been  able  to  raise  money  on  very  favourable  terms.  We  have  had  no 
difficulty  in  raising  money  at  3J  per  cent,  in  the  loan  market.  Whether  the  Govern¬ 
ment  woidd  be  able  to  raise  money  at  a  lesser  rate  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

12224.  Suppose  we  amalgamated  all  these  Municipalities  and  are  obliged  to 
borrow  large  sums  of  money  for  carrying  out  necessary  works,  would  it  not  be  better  to 
have  a  Government  guarantee  ?  At  any  rate,  you  will  agree  that  a  considerable  sum 
of  money  will  be  required  ? — Yes. 

12225.  And  it  is  supposed  that,  if  the  Government  guaranteed  the  interest  on  that 
amount,  it  might  be  raised  on  more  favourable  terms  ? — Yes,  it  is  possible. 

12226.  I  don’t  mean  to  say  that  the  rates  and  property  of  the  amalgamated 
Municipality  would  not  be  sufficient  security  for  tli9  debt,  but  you  know  that  money 
lenders  are  sometimes  nervous? — That  is  so.  But  we  have  an  asset,  probably  of 
£3,000,000,  in  Cape  Town,  that  is  to  say,  besides  all  our  rateable  property — which  is  a 
very  valuable  asset, — and  our  indebtedness,  at  the  present  moment,  is  only  £1,000,000. 

If  necessary,  we  are  authorised  to  go  up  to  over  £2,000,000.  I  think  that  the  money 
lending  people,  generally  speaking,  would  lock  upon  Cape  Town  as  satisfactory  security 
when  a  loan  is  floated.  They  would  not  notice  the  suburbs  very  much  in  the  matter. 

I  think  Cape  Town  stands  so  well,  that  there  would  be  no  very  great  difficulty,  but  it 
might  be  that  if  the  Government  were  at  the  back  of  the  Municipality  we  might  get 
the  money  at  3  per  cent,  instead  of  at  3|  per  cent. 

12227.  And  you  don’t  think  the  credit  will  be  lessened  in  any  way  by  the  amal¬ 
gamation  ? — I  should  not  think  so. 

12228.  So  that,  your  view  would  be  that  the  Government  guarantee  might  not  be 
necessary  at  all  ? — No. 

12229.  But,  if  it  were,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  it  ? — Oh,  yes. 

12230.  And  would  you  be  in  favour  of  making  any  concession,  supposing  that  a 
Government  guarantee  were  necessary,  seeing  that,  by  getting  a  Government  guarantee 
there  would  be  a  reduction  of  interest  ? — What  form  of  concession  do  you  mean  ? 

12231.  Supposing  the  Government  were  to  insist  udou  representation  on  the 
united  Council,  that  is  to  say,  by  having  one  or  two-  members  upon  it  ? — I  don’t  think 
that  would  be  advisable. 

12232.  The  question  of  Government  audit  of  accounts? — Well,  you  see,  at  the 
present  time,  you  really  have  that,  because  there  is  an  auditor  appointed  by  Government 
who  audits  the  accounts  together  with  our  own  auditor. 

12233.  And  that  you  thiuk  is  sufficient? — I  think  so,  but,  of  course,  on  the 
larger  Council  there  woidd  be  more  work,  and  the  two  auditors  would  require  larger 
remuneration  ;  I  think,  however,  their  audit  -would  be  quite  as  effective  as  the  Govern¬ 
ment  audit. 

[G.  21— 1902.] 
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12234.  Rather  than  submit  to  conditions  of  that  kind,  you  would  prefer  to  manage 
your  own  affairs  yourselves? — I  think,  it  is  preferable  to  allow  the  local  people  to  look 
after  their  own  affairs.  I  don’t  see  that  any  advantage  would  be  derived  from  any 
further  conditions  of  Government  control. 

12235.  I  am  putting  these  questions,  because  it  has  been  suggested  here  by 
witnesses,  on  whose  opinions  considerable  reliance  could  be  plaoed,  that  it  would  very 
considerably  help  amalgamation,  if  the  Government  were  to  assist  in  some  such  way  ? — 
1  have  not  looked  at  it  in  that  light  myself.  It  might,  however,  but  I  don’t  think 
there  would  be  any  difficulties,  as  far  as  that  is  concerned,  that  I  can  see. 

12236.  You  don’t  think  that  the  advantage  would  be  so  great  as  the  disadvantage  ? 
—I  think,  the  people  would  prefer  local  self-government. 

12237.  Well,  there  is  another  objection  raised  to  amalgamation,  based  upon  the 
almost  certainty  of  neglect  of  the  smaller  areas  by  the  larger  Council.  The  Councillors 
in  the  smaller  areas  urge  upon  us  that  they  are  the  best  body  to  look  after  little  local 
matters,  and  that  these  Councils  really  do  exist  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  local 
matters.  Now,  do  you  think  that  this  is  an  objection  which  is  seriously  founded  ? — - 
No,  I  don’t  think  so,  but  I  think  that  in  any  form  of  Municipal  Government  which 
may  be  established,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  local  Committee  in  each  of  these 
localities,  such  a  Committee  to  have  certain  powers  to  deal  with  the  smaller  matters 
which  would  be  delegated  to  them.  They  would  not  enter  into  the  larger  questions. 

12238.  You  would  have  these  areas  very  much  as  Wards  with  local  Wardmasters, 
for  instance  ? — Local  representatives  from  each  part ;  I  should  not  deprive  them  of  a 
Committee,  and  I  would  not  prevent  them  from  bringing  up  an  estimate  for  the  servioes 
which  they  might  require  to  carry  out  under  their  powers,  these  estimates 
to  be  approved  of  by  the  central  or  larger  body.  I  must  say,  that  I  do  not  see  any 
serious  difficulty  there,  but,  of  course,  these  localities  must  be  represented  on  the  larger 
Council. 

12239.  And  you  would  be  able  to  have  a  large  Council  without,  at  the  same  time, 
having  the  number  of  men  who  are  at  present  engaged  in  the  Municipal  government 
of  the  Peninsula  ? — Yes. 

12240.  There  are  at  present  about  90  men  employed  ? — Oh,  yes  ;  too  many 
altogether. 

12241.  An  amalgamated  Council  might  get  along  very  well  with  30  or  40  men  ? 
— I  should  be  prepared  to  go  up  to  50.  We  know,  from  experience,  that  there  is 
always  a  fair  percentage  of  them  absent,  and  you  have  got  to  provide  for  that.  Men 
serve  for  two  or  three  years  and  then  they  want  a  holiday,  and  you  cannot  prevent 
them,  especially  seeing  that  they  are  not  paid  men. 

12242.  Ought  Cape  Town,  being  the  larger  unit,  to  become  dominant  partner, 
comparatively  speaking,  in  the  concern  ? — I  think  Cape  Town  would  rather  look  out  to 
the  possibility  of  the  reverse  being  the  case.  They  might  be  afraid  of  being  dominated 
from  the  other  side. 

12243.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  people  who  carry  on 
business  in  Cape  Town  have  an  interest  in  the  suburbs  ? — Oh,  yes,  a  very  large  pro¬ 
portion. 

12244.  Is  it  not  very  often  the  case  that  the  Mayor  of  Cape  Town  and  some  of  the 
Councillors  live  in  the  suburbs  ? — Oh,  yes. 

12245.  The  present  Mayor  lives  in  the  subnrbs,  I  believe  ? — Yes,  he  lives  at  Ron- 
debosch. 

12246.  So  that,  really,  there  is  no  separateness  of  interest  as  between  Cape  Town 
and  the  suburbs? — No,  we  have,  at  present,  Councillors  living  in  Sea  Point. 

12347.  And  it  is  all  one  common  interest  ? — Oh,  yes. 

12248.  Is  there  no  other  objection  that  you  have  heard  of  against  amalgamation, 
that  we  might  have  a  word  from  you  upon  ? — No,  I  don’t  think  so. 

12249.  You  think  that  the  amalgamation  would  tend  to  hasten  the  completion  of 
the  works  that  should  be  carried  out  ? — Oh,  yes.  When  I  first  entered  the  Council  the 
question  of  a  drainage  scheme  was  mooted  for  the  suburbs.  The  Cape  Town  Council  were 
approached  by  the  suburbs,  who  wanted  to  know  whether  we  would  allow  them  the 
advice  of  our  engineer,  Mr.  Olive,  who  was  supposed  to  be  a  drainage  engineer,  and,  in 
fact,  is  a  drainage  engineer.  We  agreed  to  accede  to  their  request  provided  that  each 
of  the  Municipalities  should  pay  a  certain  proportion  of  this  engineer’s  salary,  the  Cape 
Town  Council  paying  the  larger  half.  There  was  every  appearance  of  the  business 
then  going  through,  but  what  was  the  result?  There  were  five  Municipalities  to  decide 
the  question,  and  they  were  unable  to  come  to  a  satisfactory  agreement,  with  the  result 
that  this  gentleman  was,  practically,  thrown  out  of  employment.  If  it  had  been  one 
large  Council  this  difficulty  would  not  have  arisen.  I  am  now  speaking  of  five  or  six 
years  ago.  The  proposal  was,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  that  Mr.  Olive,  instead  of  being  our 
exclusive  engineer  getting  <£1,100  a  year,  should  give  his  advice  to  these  Municipalities 
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and  that  Cape  Town  should  pay  £600  towards  his  salary,  and  that  the  Municipalities 
amongst  themselves  should  pay  £500. 

12250.  And  it  fell  through  F — Yes. 

12251.  And  the  smaller  Municipalities  would  not  be  able  to  employ  a  staff  of 
first  class  men,  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  out  these  works  F — Exactly.  Had 
it  not  been  for  that,  we  would  have  been  much  further  advanced. 

12252  Is  there  any  serious  trouble  arising  from  the  diversity  of  regulations  of  the 
various  Municipalities  F — No,  I  don’t  think  there  are  any  very  serious  difficulties  in 
that  regard.  I  have  pointed  out  what  I  really  think  are  the  difficulties. 

12253.  I  suppose  an  Act  of  Parliament  would  be  required  to  amalgamate  these 
bodies  F — Oh  yes,  I  am  quite  sure  of  that.  It  could  not  be  done  otherwise,  and  I  am 
perfectly  certain  it  would  never  be  done  by  united  action . 

12254.  It  could  not  be  done  by  proclamation  extending  the  boundaries  F — That  is 
a  legal  point,  of  course,  that  would  have  to  be  gone  into.  But  in  any  case  you  would 
require  to  introduce  special  powers  of  rating,  and  so  on,  and  that  could  not  be  done  by 
proclamation,  so  that  in  any  case  you  would  require  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

12255.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  With  regard  to  what  you  speak  of  as  an  amalgamation,  Mr. 
Ball,  do  you  mean,  really,  an  amalgamation  of  the  suburban  Municipalities  with  the 
Cape  Town  Municipality,  or  do  you  mean  the  constitution  of  a  re-organised  body  for 
the  whole  local  area  of  the  Peninsula  F — I  mean  amalgamation  with  the  Cape  Town 
Council. 

12256.  You  mean  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  to  remain,  practically,  as  it  is, 
with  such  additional  powers  given  to  it  as  would  enable  it  to  absorb  all  the  others  F — 
Oh  yes,  with  additional  members  and  additional  powers. 

12257.  In  your  opinion,  do  you  think  that  that  would  be  favourably  received  by 
the  other  local  authorities  F — No,  I  don’t  thick  so.  At  any  rate,  they  have  not  shewn 
any  disposition  yet,  but  I  must  say  that  there  are  men  in  the  suburbs  who  are  deeply 
interested  in  the  matter  and  who  feel  that  it  is  the  correct  thing.  For  instance,  the 
late  Mayor  of  Rondebosch  refused  absolutely  to  sanction  a  vote  with  regard  to  the 
Divisional  Council,  because  he  said  that  it  was  necessary  that  there  should  be  one  body. 

12258.  There  seems  to  be  a  general  consensus  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  one 
large  local  authority  for  all  these  local  areas  F — Yes. 

12259.  And  there  also  seems  to  be  one  general  opinion  that  they  will  not  amal¬ 
gamate  with,  and  be  absorbed  by.  Cape  Town  F — I  think,  so  far  as  the  suburbs  are 
concerned,  there  is  a  general  disposition  of  that  kind  and,  I  will  say,  that  we  are  not 
anxious  to  force  them  at  all.  We  are  quite  happy  as  we  are. 

12260.  So  that,  if  that  most  desirable  object  is  to  be  attained,  it  is  much  more 
likely  to  be  attained  by  creating  an  entirely  new  corporate  body  to  deal  with  this  large 
amalgamated  area,  than  by  simply  proposing  to  absorb  them  into  Cape  Town  F — I  am 
afraid  you  would  then  have  very  great  difficulty. 

12261.  From  what  quarter  F — From  Cape  Town  itself. 

12262.  Is  there  not  then  a  danger  of  nothing  being  done,  owing  to  the  other  local 
authorities  objecting  to  be  absorbed  into  Cape  Town,  as  Cape  Town  is  at  present,  and 
owing  to  Cape  Town  objecting  to  any  reconstruction  of  itself  F — I  think  that,  unless 
you  can  show  some  very  good  ground  why  Cape  Town  should  be  altered,  it  would  be 
inadvisable  to  do  so.  Has  it  not  done  its  work  well,  and  has  it  not  been  competent  to 
do  it  well  F  What  lias  the  city  to  gain  from  amalgamation  F  I  say  we  have  nothing 
to  gain,  and  we  are  merely  looking  at  the  general  benefit  which  would  accrue  to  the 
whole  Peninsula.  We  look  at  the  development  of  the  country,  and  we  say  that  our 
system  of  Government  in  Cape  Town  has  been  very  satisfactory.  We  have  shown  our¬ 
selves  capable  of  dealing  with  the  great  questions  which  have  arisen  to  be  dealt  with, 
and,  under  those  circumstances,  we  should  strongly  resent  any  alteration  of  our  position, 
unless  for  good  cause  shown,  and  unless  it  were  to  help  the  others,  and  we  believe  that 
as  regards  that  our  situation  is  quite  safe. 

12263.  You  consider  that  Cape  Town  would  not  benefit  by  amalgamation  F — Not 
in  any  way. 

12264.  And  that  you  are  really  sacrificing  yourselves  for  the  good  of  the 
Peninsula  generally  F — Yes,  that  is  my  candid  opinion. 

12265.  If  that  opinion  were  generally  held  and  acted  upon,  don’t  you  think  that 
no  amalgamation  would  result  F — It  must  be  by  Act  of  Parliament.  It  must  be  what  the 
Government  sees  is  necessary  in  the  interests  of  these  people.  You  have  got  to  say  to 
these  people,  “  This  or  that  has  to  take  place.”  If  Cape  Town  has  shown  its  utter 
incapacity  to  deal  with  the  questions  which  arose,  then  I  say  it  would  have  been  a  justi¬ 
fiable  position  to  take  up— that  we  must  reconstruct.  But,  seeing  that  that  is  not  so,  and 
that  Cape  Town  has  effectively  grappled  with  these  large  questions,  then  it  becomes  a 
matter  within  the  province,  either  of  this  Commission  or  of  the  Government,  to  say  to 
these  Municipalities,  “  We  attach  you  to  this  larger  Municipality,  which  has  done  its 
work  well,  where  you  will  have  proper  representation  and  you  will  be  properly 
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protected,  with  regal’d  to  your  rights,  aud  you  will  bo  rated  according  to  your  require¬ 
ments,  but  it  is  essential  that  you  should  belong  to  a  strong  body.”  I  am  sure  that 
theu  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  raising  funds.  If  either  of  the  small  Municipalities 
were  to  go  and  attempt  to  raise  funds  it  would  be  far  more  difficult  for  them  than  it 
would  be  if  it  were  done  by  Cape  Town. 

12266.  But  uow,  you  admit  that  very  drastic  changes  would  have  to  be  made  in 
the  constitution  of  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  and  that  its  rating  powers  would  have 
to  be  materially  modified  F — Its  own  rating  powers  would  remain. 

12267.  On  the  general  supposition  that  the  rating  power,  or  differential  rating 
power,  would  have  to  be  given  ;  that  your  Council  would  have  to  be  enlarged  in  the 
direction  of  the  Ward  system,  which  would  have  to  be,  more  or  less,  adopted  ;  that  you 
would  have  to  have  subsidiary  Councils  to  deal  with  local  circumscribed  areas  aud  local 
matters  in  thse  areas;  that  the  size  of  your  Council  would  have  to  be  increased  and 
that,  generally  speaking,  much  wider  and  more  varied  powers  would  have  to  be 
accorded  to  your  Council.  Now,  what  is  the  difference  between  according  these  powers 
to  your  Council  and  reconstituting  the  Council  as  a  whole  F — There  is  very  considerable 
difference.  You  will  find  in  the  old  country  that  Municipalities,  here  and  there,  are 
annexed,  and  still  they  don’t  talk  about  reorganisation  or  reconstruction.  They  simply 
attach  those  Municipalities  to  another  and  give  them  representation.  But  now,  you 
say,  you  want  to  abolish  us  and  begin  afresh. 

1226S.  But  you  cannot  carry  on  this  work  without  a  certain  amount  of  reconstruc¬ 
tion  F — We  say  additions,  not  reconstruction.  If  we  attach  these  areas  to  our  Munici¬ 
pality  they  would  be  fully  protected,  as  far  as  their  rights  are  concerned.  We 
also  say,  that  we  should  have  the  power,  iu  every  instance,  to  levy  such  rates  in  these 
local  areas  as  would  be  required  to  carry  on  the  work  in  connection  with  them.  That 
is  all  the  power  that  we  waut.  But  there  we  take  our  slaud  and,  for  the  simple 
reason,  that  Cape  Town  is  not  going  to  bear  the  expense  and  burdens  of  the  outside 
Municipalities.  It  ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to  bear  a  charge  of  that  kind. 

12269.  Then  no  steps  should  be  taken  that  did  not  result  in  the  absorption  of  these 
areas  into  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  F — Well,  of  course,  that  puts  it  in  a  very 
wkw  vd  position.  If  you  insist  on  using  the  the  word  “absorption,”  then  the  objec¬ 
tion  a  jd  irritation  would  be  very  great.  We  are  willing  to  meet  them,  and  associate 
them  with  our  Counoil  and  do  all  we  can  for  them,  but  I  should  be 
very  sorry  if  they  were  to  have  the  feeling  that  we  should  be  swallowing  them  up. 
I  would  rather  things  remained  as  they  were  than  to  see  such  bad  feeling. 

12270.  Then  you  are  prepared  to  accept  such  a  modification  as  will  be  necessary 
to  meet  susceptibilities,  as  well'  as  actual  requirements  of  the  suburban  Munici¬ 
palities  F — Well,  I  have  put  the  case  as  plainly  as  I  possibly  could.  You  are  not 
going  to  cut  down  the  stump  of  an  old  vine,  you  should  rather  join  on  because,  you 
know,  there  is  plenty  of  sap  in  the  old  vine  still. 

12271.  Mr.  Gurney  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  a  more  or 
less  crowded  city,  like  Cape  Town,  to  be  directly  associated  with  a  number  of  country 
and  marine  suburbs,  where  you  could  improve  the  general  condition  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  F — Of  course  there  is  the  general  advantage  and  they  would  have  the  benefit  of 
our  advice. 

12272.  And  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  Cape  Town  alsoF — Oh,  yes. 

12273.  Chairman. ]  These  bodies  jou  propose  to  take  in  as  your  equals,  with 
equal  rights,  believing  in  the  advantages  which  you  will  all  obtain  by  becoming  a 
larger  body,  and  also  in  the  advantages  which  they  will  obtain  by  joining  you  F — 
Exactly. 

12274.  Mr.  Stewart .]  Can  you  point  out  any  particular  advantage  to  Cape  Town 
from  the  incorporation  of  any  of  the  adjoining  suburbs  F — No,  I  think  I  am  pretty 
clear  upon  the  subject  that  we  will  derive  no  benefit,  but  I  am  taking  the  broader 
view — that  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  Peninsula,  generally,  if  there  were  a 
larger  Municipality  to  deal  with  the  whole  area  for  the  common  good. 

12275.  But  it  would  be  of  no  special  advantage  to  Cape  Town  F — No,  none  at  all. 

12276.  And  do  I  understand  from  you,  then,  that  you  would  favour  amalgamation 
by  mutual  consent  and  not  an  amalgamation  by  any  coercion  F  —I  would  rather  that  it 
took  place  b}7  mutual  consent,  but  I  think  that  such  mutual  consent  would  not  be  got, 
and  that  the  powers  would  have  to  intervene.  I  believe  that  it  would  be  readily 
accepted  in  that  way,  but,  if  left  to  the  decision  of  the  people  themselves,  there  would 
always  arise,  naturally,  a  strong  local  feeling  with  regard  to  any  interference  with 
their  rights  and  any  dictation  with  regard  to  their  affairs. 

12277.  And  you  consider  that  if  the  conditions  of  amalgamation  were  scheduled 
in  a  short  and  concise  form,  so  that  the  people  would  really  understand  the  advantage 
which  they  would  gain,  then  they  would  amalgamate  much  more  readily  F — 
Weh,  many  of  them  understand  already  a  good  deal  of  it,  but  it  might  help  some  of 
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those  who  really  do  not  go  deeply  into  these  questions ;  I  am  certain,  however,  that 
those  who  lead  the  van  fairly  well  know  what  the  advantages  would  he. 

12278.  Chairman. \  Would  it  bp  your  view  that  the  longer  this  matter  is  put  off 
the  more  difficult  it  would  become  ? — It  ought  to  bo  put  an  end  to  at  a  very  early  date. 

12279.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  stronger  feeling  now  in  favour  of  amalgamation 
than  there  was  five  or  six  years  ago  ?  —  Yes,  I  think  so.  I  know  that  many  of  the 
men  in  the  suburbs  say,  “We  know  that  it  is  coming;  we  feel  that  it  must  come, 
but  still  we  are  not  going  to  encourage  or  hasten  it.” 

12280.  Would  you  be  prepared  to  admit  that  the  infusion  of  a  large  element  from 
the  suburbs  into  the  Cape  Town  Council  might  introduce  a  bettor  tone  or,  at  any  rate, 
shall  we  say,  a  different  tone,  into  the  Council  itself,  or  bring  in  an  element  that  might 
in  that  way  enlarge  every  member’s  views,  or  make  the  Council  a  more  appreciated  body 
in  the  metropolis? — One  canuot  ignore  the  fact  that  it  would  be  an  inducement  to  men 
of  leisure,  who  might  be  inclined  to  take  more  interest  in  a  body  of  that  kind,  than  at 
the  present  time.  It  would  be  a  larger  Council  and,  of  course,  would  have  more 
attraction. 

12281.  Don’t  you  think  that,  as  a  whole,  you  would  get  better  or  rather  more 
leisured  men  to  come  on  to  the  Board  ? — I  don’t  know  that  you  would  really  get  better 
men,  but  you  certainly  would  get  men  of  leisure,  who  would  be  able  to  spend  more 
time  upon  the  work.  There  would  be  greater  inducements  for  them  to  do  so. 

12282.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty,  do  you  think,  in  getting  representatives 
from  the  suburbs,  as  far  as  time  is  concerned,  to  give  their  attention  to  Municipal  work, 
because  the  Council  meetings  would,  I  take  it,  be  held  in  Cape  Town,  and  the  men 
would  have  to  come  six  or  seven  miles  ? — I  think  we  should  largely  have  to  depend 
upon  the  leisured  class  of  men,  more  so  than  upon  the  business  men,  who  cannot  give 
the  same  attention  to  the  work.  But,  of  course,  a  larger  Municipality  would  be 
looked  upon  as  of  muoh  greater  importance,  and  men,  who  can  afford  the  rime,  would, 
perhaps,  be  more  willing  to  undertake  office  and  the  duties  in  connection  with  it. 

12283.  Mr.  Gurney .]  As  a  matter  of  fact  I  daresay  you  know  that  in  the  suburbs 
meetings  are  held  iu  the  evening,  because  they  cannot  get  the  Councillors  to  come 
during  the  day? — Yes,  and  that  is  what  I  meant  when  I  said  men  of  leisure.  There 
is  a  great  objection  to  meetings  being  held  iu  the  evening,  besides,  it  is  not  fair  to  keep 
your  officials  in  the  evening  after  doing  a  hard  day’s  work.  It  is  my  feeling  that  men 
who  go  upon  the  Council  should  be  able  to  devote  their  time  to  Municipal  affairs  dur¬ 
ing  the  day. 

12284.  Chairman.']  With  reference  to  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape,  are  you 
a  member  of  that  body  ? — No. 

12285.  Have  you  ever  been  a  member  of  it  ? — No,  I  have  had  nothing  to  do  with 

it. 

12286.  Have  you  given  no  study  to  matters  in  connection  with  the  Divisional 
Council? — No,  but  I  was  appointed  on  the  Committee  by  the  Town  Council  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  the  question  of  reforming  the  Divisional  Council 

12287.  I  presume  that,  strong  advocate  for  representative  government  as  you  are, 
you  would  be  of  opinion  that  some  representative  body  would  have  to  be  in  existence 
for  controlling  the  rural  areas  ? — Oh  yes,  outside  the  Municipal  areas.  The  question 
would  arise — one  gentleman  mentioned  it  to  me  the  other  day  that  it  has  arisen  in  his 
mind  but,  I  daresay,  he  would  come  here  and  give  his  views  himself  upon  the  subject — 
whether  the  time  has  not  arrived  that  these  areas  should  really  be  developed  into 
Municipal  area?.  To  a  very  large  extent  these  farms  that  we  have  been  talking  about 
are  really  becoming  villages,  because  of  all  the  building  lots  and  plots  which  are  being 
sold. 

12288.  Mr.  Gurney.]  There  is  the  recent  case  at  Constantia,  for  instance,  is  there 
not  ? — Oh  yes,  all  these  places  are  cut  up  for  building  lots,  and  you  cannot  call  that 
farming.  Of  course  the  rating  of  the  Municipality  is  always  higher  than  that  of  the 
Divisional  Council,  and,  if  these  places  are  really  cut  up  in  that  way,  why  should  not 
those  people  bo  taxed  ?  Why  should  we  be  makiug  roads  out  of  the  funds  of  the  city 
here,  for  places  which  cannot  be  set  down  as  farms,  although  I  believe  that  every  consi¬ 
deration  should  be  given  to  the  farms  ?  But  these  estates,  which  are  cut  up  into  building 
plots,  certainly  create  a  question  that  is  worth  considering  in  that  connection.  I  say 
that  at  least  for  a  few  years  we  should  contribute  from  the  rates  of  Capo  Town  a  stated 
sum  in  the  hope  that  these  outlying  districts  would  so  develop  in  the  future  as  to 
be  able  to  maintain  these  roads  from  their  own  income.  I  put  it  down  for  a  period  of 
ten  years.  I  stated  the  other  day  that  I  thought  the  outside  expenditure  would  amount 
to  £16,000,  aud  I  considered  that  the  various  Municipalities  should  contribute  at  least 
£10,000  of  that  amount.  The  rest  might  be  easily  raised  if  a  proper  valuation  were 
put  on  the  outside  properties,  and  eveu  a  small  increase  iu  the  rate  if  necessary.  There 
is  no  reason  why  these  properties  should  not  be  taxed  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  in  the 
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Mr  £,  when  all  the  Municipalities  are  paying  3d.  and  4d.  Of  course  they  have  not  all  the 
,u,!f  "  advantages,  but  at  all  events  if  they  have  a  proper  valuation  I  think  that  that  amount 

:b  lunr.  ti902.  would  be  met.  The  balance  of  £10,000  would  immediately  be  met,  and  out  of  that  I 
considered  that  Cape  Town  should  contribute  £5,000 ;  and  then,  in  ten  years’  time,  I 
thought  that  they  might  be  in  a  position  to  take  the  whole  burden. 

12289.  At  the  present  time,  and  for  some  time  to  come,  you  don’t 

tliiuk  that  the  area  is,  or  would  be  sufficiently  urbanised  to  come  under  Municipal 
Government  ? — I  have  simpljr  given  you  my  opinion. 

12290.  From  that  point  of  view,  and  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  necessity  of 
having  some  representative  body,  it  would  be  necessary  to  considerably  increase  the 
powers  of  the  Divisional  Council  supposing  you  were  to  oontinue  it  ? — Well,  would 
that  really  be  necessary  ? 

12291.  You  see  there  are  various  things  that  have  to  be  done,  and  that  the 
Divisional  Council  cannot  at  present  do.  It  has  not  the  power,  for  instance,  over 
sanitation  ? — In  that  respect,  of  course,  it  might  have  such  power. 

12292.  It  has  no  power  to  exercise  control  over  the  erection  of  unsanitary 
buildings  ? — Yes. 

12293.  And  there  are  many  matters  which  could  be  entrusted  to  a  body  of  that 
kind  ? — Oh  yes,  I  think  so. 

12294.  Following,  in  some  respects,  the  model  of  the  County  Councils  in  England, 
where  you  have  a  representative  Board  dealing  with  a  largs  area,  in  a  manner  suited  to 
its  requirements  ? — Yes. 

12295.  And  giving  them  the  control  over  such  matters  as,  more  particularly, 
affect  the  population  in  that  area — matters  that  always  do  concern  a  rural  population  ? 
— Yes. 

12296.  For  iustance,  diseases  of  stock,  diseases  of  plants,  conservancy  of  rivers, 
the  maintenance  of  rights  of  way,  and  various  things  of  that  kind,  might  be  relegated 
to  a  rural  body,  properly  constituted? — Yes. 

12297.  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  some  such  board  ? — Oh,  yes. 

12298.  To  deal  with  all  those  matters  outside  the  Municipalities  ?— Yes. 

12299.  Now,  with  reference  to  the  constitution  of  the  reformed  Divisional  Council 
itself,  Mr.  Ball,  do  you  think  that  any  change  might  be  made  in  the  election  of 
members,  to  represent  such  an  area,  as  an  amalgamated  Municipality  for  the  Peninsula 
might  constitute,  because,  at  the  present  time,  these  Municipalities,  practically,  return 
12  townsmen  as  members  to  the  Divisional  Council  ? — The  towns  do. 

12300.  Yes. — I  think  Cape  Town  returns  two,  does  it  not? 

12301.  But  we  had  it  the  other  day,  in  evidence,  that,  either  owing  to  the  method 
of  registration  or  some  other  cause,  the  Municipalities  returned  12  men  out  of  a  total  of 
14  members,  these  12  being  gentlemen  resident  either  in  Cape  Town  or  in  the  suburbs  ? 
— Yes. 

12302.  Now,  you  suggested,  the  other  day,  that  the  Municipalities,  by  virtue  of 
their  sclid  contribution  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  Divisional  Council  roads,  should 
elect  a  certain  number  of  the  Divisional  Council  members  ? — Yes. 

12303.  Supposing  there  were  an  amalgamation,  such  as  you  are  desirous  of  seeing 
brought  about,  what  proportion  of  representatives  do  you  think  that  amalgamated  body 
ought  to  have  on  the  Divisional  Council  ? — Of  course,  it  would  entirely  depend  upon 
the  size  of  the  amalgamation.  According  to  my  view,  we  are  contributing  very  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  sum,  and  therefore  we  should  be  equally  represented — at  all  events, 
according  to  the  amount  we  contribute.  That  is  to  say,  both  Cape  Town  and  the 
suburban  Municipalities  ought  to  be  equally  represented,  according  to  the  amounts  they 
pay.  But,  in  any  case,  I  would  not  advise  a  very  large  body  in  a  case  of  that  sort. 

12304.  Don’t  you  think  that  the  claim  to  such  a  large  share  in  the  representation 
on  the  Divisional  Council  would  destroy  an  interest  in  the  minds  of  the  rural  people  ? 
— All  we  want  is  to  see  that,  as  long  as  we  make  a  contribution,  the  money  is 
properly  expended.  But  you  were  speaking  of  the  larger  body,  such  as  the  County 
Council,  dealing  with  matters  of  this  sort,  outside  in  these  country  areas,  and  that 
indicated  to  me  that  a  large  body,  even  in  the  centre  of  the  Peninsula,  might  deal  with 
these  matters  outside  of  the  Municipality.  The  idea  was  conveyed  to  me  in  that  form, 
ft  would  be  just  as  well  that  they  should  have  the  power  to  deal  with  these  things 
becaure  it  is  a  question  whether  the  rural  pieople  would  take  sufficient  interest  in  these 
matters  to  care  for  them  or  to  have  them  properly  attended  to.  They  are  more  likely 
to  be  attended  to  by  men  who  are  accustomed  to  deal  with  matters  of  a  Municipal 
nature,  and  of  a  public  character,  than  by  the  farmer,  whose  only  interest  is  his  farm. 

12305.  In  this  connection  the  Municipal  body  might  agree  to  nominate  or  appoint 
a  resident  outside  the  Municipality  ? — Quite  so.  I  should  not  confine  them  to  their 
own  Council  if  they  felt  disposed  to  nominate  an  outside  gentleman. 
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12306.  Do  you  think  it  is  an  advantage  to  the  Divisional  Council  to  have  an  Tho^r  Baii 
official  chairman,  Mr.  Ball,  or  would  you  be  in  favour  of  having  an  elective  chairman  ?  a 

— I  think  it  would  be  better  that  he  should  be  an  elective  chairman.  The  Civil  Com-  13th  June,  1902. 
missioner  has  a  great  many  duties  to  perform,  and  it  seems  like  placing  upon  him  a 
burden  which  is  somewhat  unjust. 

12307.  Supposing  it  was  considered  necessary  that  some  Government  representa¬ 
tive  should  continue  on  the  Board,  though  not  as  official  chairman  but  as  a  member, 
you  would  have  no  objection  ? — Not  the  least  objection. 

12308.  From  your  experience  as  a  Councillor  you  believe  that  the  chairman  has 
great  influence  ? — Oh  yes,  he  has  great  power. 

12309.  In  the  way  of  keeping  up  the  interest  in  the  other  members? — Yes, 
decidedly.  Generally  speaking,  he  is  a  man  chosen  because  of  the  interest  which  he 
takes  in  the  special  work,  and  because  he  is  better  able  to  give  advice  and  to  give  a  lead. 

12310.  And  is  it  not  a  fact  that  men  are  often  induced  to  become  members  of  a 
body,  because  of  the  prospective  chance  of  becoming  chairman  or  leader? — Well,  I 
cannot  speak  from  personal  experience  in  that  respect.  The  honours  never  affected  me 
in  the  least. 

12311.  I  don’t  for  a  moment  insinuate  a  personal  motive,  far  from  it.  But  take 
membership  of  a  body,  like  the  Divisional  Council,  which,  in  many  ways,  entails  a 
great  amount  of  work,  is  there  not  a  desire  in  men  to  qualify  for  the  position,  more 
especially,  of  leader,  and  which  induces  them  sometimes  to  take  office  ? — Oh,  yes,  I  have 
seen  that  in  many  instances. 

12312.  And  therefore  an  inducement  is  created  in  that  respect  ? — Oh,  yes. 

Perhaps,  it  is  not  an  inducement,  in  the  first  instance,  but  I  have  seen  that  it  soon 
becomes  an  inducement.  At  all  events,  I  do  think  that  it  would  be  better  to  have  an 
elective  chairman,  who  would  infuse  much  greater  interest  in  the  work  generally. 

12313.  Is  there  any  other  matter  that  you  would  like  to  bring  before  the  Commis¬ 
sion  ? — No. 

12314.  Allow  me,  Mr.  Ball,  to  express  to  you  the  Commission’s  sense  of  the  great 
obligations  they  are  under  to  you  for  the  valuable  and  exhaustive  evidence  you  have 
been  good  enough  to  supply. — I  am  glad  to  have  been  of  service  to  the  Commission. 


MONDAY,  16th  JUNE,  1902. 

Present : 

Hon.  Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory.  Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson.  Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  George  Smart  examined. 

12315.  Chairman  J]  You  are  resident  in  Cape  Town  ;  you  have  been  Mayor  of  Mr. 

Cape  Town,  and  for  a  long  time  you  were  a  member  of  the  Cape  Town  Council  ? —  r^orge  Smart. 
Yes.  16th  June,  1902. 

12316.  Apart  from  that,  you  have  for  many  years  taken  a  large  interest  in 
Municipal  affairs  in  this  city  ? — Yes,  I  have. 

12317.  You  are  not  at  present  a  member  of  the  Town  Council? — Not  just  now. 

12318.  I  presume  you  know  something  of  the  objects  and  scope  of  this 
Commission  ? — Yes,  I  do. 

12319.  We  have  had  very  exhaustive  evidence  from  Mr.  Councillor  Ball  on  a 
great  many  questions  in  connection  with  the  Municipality,  and  in  consequence  of  that 
1  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  take  your  evidence  on  all  the  subjects  of  an  enquiry, 
but  there  are  som9  points  upon  whioh  we  may  be  able  to  get  additional  and  perhaps 
corroborative  evidence  from  you  ? — Yes,  I  have  drafted  a  few  ideas  on  the  matters 
before  the  Commission,  which  I  will  hand  in  to  you. 

[Memorandum  read  and  put  in  by  the  witness. J 

12320.  Have  you  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  present  method  of  valuing  for 
rating  powers  is  not  a  satisfactory  one  ? — In  the  memorandum  which  I  have  drawn  up 
I  divided  the  matter  into  two  heads.  I  say  that  the  formation  of  the  Court  is  not  a 
satisfactory  one. 


616 


Mr-  12321.  Are  your  objections  limited  to  the  matter  of  the  formation  of  the  Court  P 

■  ■  ■  — Would  you  kindly  divide  your  question  into  two  parts  :  the  one  on  the  system  of 

■  1  mu .  lao-j.  valuation  and  the  other  on  the  composition  of  the  Court  ? 

12322.  What  have  you  to  say  on  the  method  adopted  by  the  Council  for  valuing 
property  for  rating  purposes  ? — As  I  have  pointed  out  in  my  memorandum,  the  law 
requires  that  property  shall  bo  valued  at  what  it  would  fetch  in  the  open  market  if 
submitted  to  public  auction.  Now,  Adderley  Street  properties  and  many  of  the  other 
town  properties  are  very  seldom  submitted  to  public  auction,  and  therefore  there  is  no 
real  guide  to  the  valuer.  Unless  a  property  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  has 
recently  changed  hands,  there  is  no  guide ;  and  if  you  had  to  adopt  the  rental  basis,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  go  over  the  building  and  determine  what  would  be  a  fair  rental, 
the  owner  of  the  property  being  generally  the  occupier. 

12323.  That  means  that  amendment  is  required  in  the  law  ? — Yes  ;  I  think  if  you 
extended  the  power  of  the  Court  to  adopt  the  rental  system  more  generally,  it  would 
be  the  best. 

12324.  You  mean  that  the  valuer  should  adopt  the  rental  system  in  fixing  bis 
valuation  ? — The  Valuation  Court  goes  upon  the  same  basis  as  the  valuer. 

12325.  Is  not  the  system  of  valuing  by  rental  the  one  which  is  usually  adopted 
elsewhere? — Yes,  I  believe  it  is. 


12326.  Practically,  for  all  purposes  of  assessment,  rental  is  the  guide  to  its 
valuation  ? — I  am  not  sure.  I  do  not  quite  know  how  they  act  in  the  case  of  a  large 
residence  where  the  possibility  of  letting  it  at  a  rental  to  bring  in  a  fair  interest  on  the 
cost  of  construction  is  remote.  I  think  that  some  wider  powers  should  be  given  to  the 
Court,  It  is  quite  easy  to  get  at  the  ordinary  dwelling-house.  We  there  take  £1  per 
month  rent,  as  determining  £100  value ;  but  where  you  have  to  deal  with  houses 
which,  valued  on  the  same  principle,  would  have  to  pay  £50  per  month,  the  case  is 
difficult.  It  would  be  altogether  unfair  in  many  cases  to  use  the  same  basis.  If  the 
proprietor  was  not  living  in  the  house,  the  possibilities  of  its  being  let  at  a  rental  to  give 
a  fair  return  would  be  very  small.  I  do  not  know  how  that  difficulty  is  overcome  in 
England. 

12327.  Valuations  there  are  generally  made  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  are  they 
not,  and  the  rates  are  levied  on  the  rental  value  of  lands  and  buildings? — I  am  not 
quite  certain.  Our  basis  is  really  a  commercial  one.  We  value  at  what  the  property 
would  fetch  in  the  open  market.  I  cannot  say  that  our  system  is  altogether  unfair, 
but  it  is  at  times  a  very  difficult  matter  to  get  at  the  real  value  of  the  property.  For 
instance,  in  the  case  of  a  property  which  the  owner  has  no  intention  of  selling :  a  man 
comes  along  and  offers  the  owner  a  certain  sum,  and  if  that  is  known  it  is  generally 
accepted  that  that  is  the  value  of  the- property,  but  it  may  be  that  the  owner  has  no 
desire  to  leave ;  in  fact,  his  business  may  be  there,  and  leaving  the  property  might 
mean  the  ruining  of  the  business.  It  would  not  be  fair  to  take  that  value  for  rating 
purposes  under  those  circumstances. 

12328.  Have  you  any  suggestions  to  offer  as  to  the  constitution  of  the  Valuation 
Court  ? — I  do  not  think  that  any  one  elected  by  popular  suffrage  to  the  Town  Council 
ought  to  be  compelled  to  act  on  the  Valuation  Court.  The  Town  Council  have  always 
elected  their  Court  from  amongst  themselves,  and  until  the  Government  Rating  Bill 
empowered  the  Government  to  appoint  two  assessors  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the 
Court,  no  one  but  Councillors  sat  upon  it.  So  far  as  I  know,  the  Council  have  no 
power  to  appoint  anyone  but  Councillors  to  act  on  the  Valuation  Court. 

12329.  Dr.  Gregory.']  These  two  Government  nominees  are  really  put  upon  the 
Board  to  protect  Government  interests,  are  they  not  ? — There  is  really  no  such 
instruction  given  to  them. 

12330.  But  is  not  that  the  idea  in  the  Act  ? — It  may  be,  but  their  powers  are 
just  the  same  as  the  powers  of  the  ordinary  Councillor.  They  are  not  restricted  in  any 
way.  Government  lays  down  no  rules  for  their  guidance  but  simply  asks  them  to  act 
in  conjunction  with  the  other  assessors. 

12331.  Chairman .]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of  a  permanent  valuing  officer 
appointed  by  the  Town  Council  ? — I  do  not  think  so. 

12332.  What  is  your  objection  ? — I  think  it  would  be  far  better  to  take  men  at 
different  times  who  may  show  special  aptitude  for  that  work  rather  than  to  stick  to  one 
person  continually.  There  is  the  danger  possible  too  of  a  man  making  friends. 

12333.  An  objection  raised  to  a  man  being  appointed  ad  hoc,  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  valuing  at  a  particular  time,  is  that  there  is  enough  work  to  engage  a  mao’s 
time  from  one  year’s  end  to  another,  whereas  if  the  Town  Council  call  for  tenders  for 
the  valuation  of  property,  it  must  mean  that  some  appraiser  goes  in  for  a  time,  makes  a 
rush  at  the  business  and  does  it  perhaps  in  a  perfunctory  way.  Therefore  it  is 
.-uggested  that  there  should  be  a  permanent  officer  whose  whole  time  should  be  given 
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to  valuing  property  in  the  Municipal  area  and  to  seeing  that  the  proper  roll  is  prepared 
and  kept  constantly  up  to  date  ;  you  do  not  agree  with  that  ? — No,  I  like  the  open 
market  for  this  sort  of  thing. 

12384.  Then  you  do  not  see  much  in  the  objection  that  by  going  to  the  open 
market  you  only  get  a  man  for  the  time  being  with  the  possibility  of  his  doing  the 
business  rather  superficially  ? — You  always  have  the  Valuation  Court  behind  to  protect 
all  parties.  It  has  power  to  raise  or  reduce  the  valuations.  It  is  quite  a  sufficient 
safeguard. 

12335.  Whose  business  is  it  to  see  that  all  properties  are  placed  on  the  roll  ? — 
That  is  the  Municipal  business. 

12336.  Whose  particular  business  is  it  at  the  present  time  ? — It  used  to  be 
entirely  the  valuator’s,  but  the  system  has  improved.  The  Engineer’s  Department  does 
a  great  deal  in  that  direction  now.  A  record  is  kept  of  every  property  that  is  erected 
or  improved,  or  of  auy  change  that  takes  place,  and  that  is  supplied  to  the  valuer. 

12337.  Does  the  valuer  tender  to  do  the  work  for  a  certain  sum  ? — Yes,  per 
property. 

12338.  So  that  he  has  an  interest  in  looking  after  every  property  and  seeing  that 
it  is  put  on  to  the  roll  P — It  is  to  his  interest  to  see  that  none  escapes. 

12339.  Do  you  remember  the  cost  of  the  valuer’s  services  ? — Roughly  speaking, 
at  the  last  general  valuation  it  was  £1,000. 

12340.  Dr.  Gregory .]  And  what  is  the  cost  of  an  interim  valuation  ? — Very  much 
less,  perhaps  £200  or  £300.  It  has  been  rather  higher  than  usual  lately,  because 
there  have  been  so  many  buildings  put  up.  When,  however,  the  building  is  not  so 
brisk  the  cost  is  very  much  smaller. 

12341.  Chairman.']  Has  there  not  been  a  tendency  to  employ  the  same  valuer? — 
It  has  been  the  same  during  the  last  four  or  five  years,  although  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  tendency  in  that  direction. 

12342.  Then  this  cost  of  valuer’s  services  is  rather  a  heavy  one  ? — The  general 
valuation  takes  place  once  in  three  years. 

12343.  May  the  Council  not  order  it  to  be  taken  oftener? — Not  more  often  than 
once  in  three  years. 

12314.  But  the  interim  valuation  is  made  every  yerir? — On  new  properties  only, 
or  on  properties  that  have  been  altered. 

12345.  That  will  cost,  how  much? — From  £200  to  £300,  I  think. 

12346.  So  that  taking  an  average  of  three  years  the  cost  to  the  Council  is  about 
£600  per  year  for  valuer’s  services  ? — You  must  bear  in  mind  that  there  are  two 
valuers  engaged  on  the  work. 

12347.  Is  that  always  the  case? — No,  that  is  not  always  the  case,  but  when  two 
are  engaged  the  work  is  done  much  quicker. 

12348.  The  real  reason  that  there  are  two  engaged  is  because  a  firm  were  the 
successful  tenderers  ?— That  is  so. 

12349.  But  it  might  be  that  only  one  man  would  do  the  valuing  ? — Certainly,  if 
his  tender  was  accepted. 

12350.  And  the  valuer  must  attend  the  Valuation  Court  and  defend  his  valua¬ 
tions  ? — Yes. 

12351.  Mr.  Gurney.]  Can  you  explain  to  us  why  it  was  that  the  Cape  Town 
Council  expenditure  on  valuations  for  1901  was  £921,  and  that  the  estimated  expen¬ 
diture  for  1902  is  £1,250  under  the  same  head  ? — I  cannot  say  how  that  is.  I  am  not 
a  member  of  the  Town  Council,  and  I  do  not  know  why  they  placed  the  estimats 
so  high. 

12352.  It  seems  that  last  year  they  spent  £921,  although  there  was  no  general 
valuation  ? — The  interim  valuation  was  a  very  heavy  one. 

12353.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  if  the  Town  Council  are  contemplating  an 
amendment  of  their  Act  giving  them  power  to  value  the  properties  every  year  ?— I  do 
not  think  so. 

12354.  Dr.  Gregory.]  The  main  object  of  the  Valuation  Court  is  to  get  a  guide 
as  to  the  value  of  the  property  at  the  actual  time  of  their  sitting  ? — That  is  so. 

12355.  So  that  if  you  had  a  man  pottering  about  at  the  work  day  by  day,  year 
after  year,  some  properties  would  be  valued  as  at  the  time  of  the  sitting  of  the  Court, 
whilst  others  would  be  valued  as  at  a  year  or  two  back  ? — That  is  a  danger,  for  pro¬ 
perties  sometimes  rise  very  sharply  in  value. 

12356.  You  propose  that  there  should  be  a  reconstitution  of  the  Valuation  Court, 
but  how  would  you  constitute  it  ? — I  would  empower  the  Council  to  appoint,  as 
members  of  the  Court,  outsiders — men  not  on  the  Council,  but  men  who  have  a  large 
knowledge  of  property. 

12357.  You  would  not  suggest  that  the  Government  should  appoint  independent 
members,  and  that  the  Council  have  only  a  certain  representation  on  the  Court  ? — No, 
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1  do  not  think  so.  I  think  this  is  a  matter  which  the  people  should  hold  themselves 
~s  '  entirely  responsible  for.  It  should  be  left  entirely  in  their  own  hands,  or  at  any  rate 
'  h  Ji  nc  190-.  X  do  not  think  that  the  Government  should  appoint  more  members  of  the  Court  than 
they  do  at  present.  I  think  that  the  Valuation  Court  has  acted  fairly  well  in  the  past. 

12358.  The  last  Valuation  Court  of  Cape  Town  left  a  certain  amount  of  dissatis¬ 
faction.  did  it  not? — I  do  not  think  so  to  any  extent.  Naturally  there  is  always 
dissatisfaction  as  to  valuations. 

12359.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  work  of  valuation  would  be  done  better  if  the 
Court  was  appointed  for  the  whole  Peninsula? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  that  the 
residents  in  the  neighbourhood  engaged  in  property  business  are  better  than  residents 
at  a  distance.  I  should  say  that  the  people  of  Cape  Town  dealing  in  properties  are 
better  judges  of  the  value  of  Cape  Town  property  than  similar  men  from  Wynberg 
and  vice  versa. 

12360.  What  would  you  consider  as  the  most  suitable  class  of  man  to  sit  on  a 
Valuation  Court  ? — Well-known  auctioneers  answer  very  well.  They  have  a  good 
deal  to  do  with  property,  and  are  generally  very  reliable.  Property  agents  are  also 
useful  in  any  properties  in  which  they  are  not  interested. 

12361.  Would  not  the  managers  of  banks  and  trust  companies  be  useful  ? — The 
managers  of  trust  companies  would  be  very  useful,  but  I  do  not  think  that  bank 
managers  to  any  extent  would  help  us  much. 

12362.  And  they  would  have  a  knowledge  of  property  right  through  the 
Peninsula  ? — Yes,  they  might ;  Jbut  the  members  of  the  various  Town  Councils  would  not. 

12363.  But  the  members  of  the  various  Councils  would  be  useful  as  a  guide  to  the 
values  of  properties  in  their  own  areas  ? — Yes,  but  they  might  be  outvoted.  I  do  not 
think  that  your  scheme  would  work. 

12364.  But  the  Valuation  Court  is  really  a  judicial  body,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

12365.  And  therefore  so  long  as  the  component  members  of  the  Court  have  a 
reasonable  knowledge  of  the  work  which  they  are  doing  they  do  not  require  to  have  a 
personal  knowledge  of  the  value  of  individual  properties  ? — They  could  only  go  upon 
the  evidence  given  by  the  opposition  to  the  valuation.  That  is  all  the  information 
that  they  would  have.  Some  people  have  always  made  it  a  rnle  to  object,  no  matter 
whatever  the  valuation.  I  do  not  blame  them  for  that,  but  it  is  the  Court’s  duty  to 
get  at  the  fair  value  of  each  property. 

12366.  But  at  present  the  Court  can  only  raise  the  valuation  of  a  property  after 
it  has  been  objected  to  ? — That  is  so,  but  anyone  can  object  to  it.  Any  member  of  the 
Court  could  object  to  it,  as  well  as  anyone  outside. 

12367.  But  has  not  that  objection  to  be  lodged  for  some  time  before  the  Court 
sits  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  I  believe  that  objections  may  be  lodged  during  the  time  of 
the  sitting  of  the  Court. 

12368.  Mr.  Gurney.']  You  are  speaking  now  of  Cape  Town  only,  are  you  not  ? — 
Yes,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  method  of  procedure  in  the  suburbs. 

12369.  Dr.  Gregory.]  But  is  this  not  a  roundabout  way  of  bringing  under  review 
a  valuation  ? — But  the  Court  would  have  no  knowledge  of  any  valuation  unless  it  was 
specially  brought  before  it.  The  members  of  the  Court  could  not  be  expected  to  g.o 
through  the  long  list  of  valuations  and  specially  nofe  them.  The  valuation  roll  is  open 
for  inspection  for  some  considerable  time  before  tho  Court  sits,  and  any  person  having 
any  interest  in  the  matter  can  go  and  examine  it  for  either  his  own  or  his  neighbour’s 
valuation. 

12370.  Should  there  not  be  some  other  system  of  reviewing  the  whole  of  the 
valuations,  either  by  the  Court  or  by  some  other  responsible  body  ? — In  what  direction  ? 

12371.  Would  it  not  be  advantageous  if  an  independent  Court  were  to 
review  the  roll  and  bring  up  its  objections  before  the  Valuation  Court? — I  do  not 
think  so.  I  think  you  are  giving  everybody  a  fair  opportunity  when  you  publicly 
advertise  that  the  list  can  be  inspected  by  anyone  desirous  of  coming  to  see  it.  I  think 
that  meets  all  the  requirements  of  the  case. 

12372.  That  is  all  very  well  for  over- valuations,  but  what  about  under- valuations  ? 
— We  have  frequently  had  brought  to  our  notice  under-valuations  :  generally  6ome 
owner  will  have  noticed  that  his  neighbour’s  property  is  valued  much  lower  than  his 
own,  and  will  state  to  the  Court  that  the  property  in  question  is  as  good  as  his  own,  and 
consequently  should  be  valued  as  highly. 

12373.  But  still  again,  these  are  only  casual  cases,  and  if  you  have  these  casual 
cases  is  it  not  probable  that  there  are  a  number  of  other  cases  which  would  come  to 
light  if  you  wert  to  work  to  make  a  systematic  inspection  of  the  roll? — The  valuer  is 
supposed  to  do  that.  I  do  not  think  you  could  improve  things  in  that  direction. 

12374  The  Council  should  be  empowered  to  lodge  an  objection  to  any  under¬ 
valuation,  do  you  not  think  ? — No,  the  Court  can  take  note  of  any  under-valuation  now. 

12375.  A  member  of  the  Court  can  only  do  it  in  his  capacity  as  ratepayer? — Yes, 
he  can  do  it  in  his  capacity  as  a  member  of  the  Court.  He  can  object  in  that  capaoity 
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12376.  But  he  must  give  notice  to  the  Court  of  his  objection  ? — Certainly;  some 
notice  must  be  given  to  enable  the  owner  of  the  property  affected  to  appear  so  that  the  9 — 

Court  oan  get  at  both  sides  of  the  case.  16ttl  June>  100“- 

12377.  So  that  it  is  not  the  Court  that  objects  ? — No,  members  of  the  Court;  hut 
that  comes  to  the  same  thing. 

12378.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  You  said  just  now  that  you  thought  that  the  Cape  Town 
valuer  or  member  of  the  Court  of  Valuation  was  not  a  fit  person  to  assess  the 
values  of  properties  in  Wynberg  and  vice  versa,  but  are  we  not  all  of  us  mixed  up  in 
more  than  one  particular  place  ?  For  instance,  a  man  lives  in  Wynberg  aud  works  in 
Cape  Town  ? — I  still  think  that  for  the  formation  of  the  Court  you  should  have  Cape 
Town  men  to  judge  of  Cape  Town  properties  and  Wynberg  men  to  judge  of  Wynberg 
properties. 

12379.  You  are  no  doubt  aware  that  one  of  the  present  Cape  Town  valuers  lives 
at  Wynberg  and  the  other  at  Mowbray? — That  is  so.  I  see  no  objection  to  those 
valuers. 

12380.  Going  outside  Cape  Town,  how  would  you  suggest  that  farm  properties 
should  be  valued  ? — Upon  their  returns. 

12381.  Do  you  mean  returns  of  produce? — Yes  ;  it  is  not  fair  to  tax  agricultural 
land  on  a  buildiug  valuation,  but  the  moment  that  agricultural  land  is  cut  up  into 
building  lots  I  see  no  objection  whatever  to  its  paying  Municipal  rates.  It  is  too  easy 
to  buy  land  and  let  it  lie  there  unused  without  paying  its  fair  share  of  rates. 

12382.  Can  }'ou  give  us  an  idea  as  to  how  you  would  set  to  work  at  arriving  at  the 
value  of  the  production  of  a  farm  ? — Is  it  not  a  rule  that  an  acre  of  vineyard  should 
yield  a  certain  return ;  that  an  acre  of  fruit  trees  should  yield  a  certain  return,  and  that 
an  acre  of  vegetable  garden  should  yield  a  certain  return  ?  I  have  it  running  in  my 
mind  that  such  is  the  case,  and  that  is  how  I  would  set  to  work  at  my  valuation. 

12383.  Is  there  not  an  analogous  system  in  England  of  what  they  call  “  grass 
rent  ”  ? — It  may  be  so,  but  manifestly  it  is  unfair  to  go  on  as  we  are  doing. 

12384.  Chairman.']  On  the  question  of  rating,  have  you  thought  anything  as  to 
the  necessity  of  having  a  system  of  differential  rating  in  Cape  Town  and  suburbs  ? — I 
only  differentiate  between  agricultural  lands  and  building  lands. 

12385.  But  would  you  not  be  inclined  to  say  that  it  is  desirable  to  give  power  to 
differentiate  even  between  locality  and  locality,  streets  and  streets,  and  areas  and 
areas.  I  am  referring  to  a  system  of  special  rating  for  betterment  in  localities  : 
suppose  that  property  owners  in  a  certain  locality  were  willing  to  pay  a  higher  rate 
on  condition  that  they  were  given  better  pavements  or  streets  or  drainage,  or  some 
such  necessary  improvement  as  that  ? — That  is  rather  a  big  question.  I  have  never 
heard  it  suggested  before,  but  it  strikes  me  rather  forcibly.  Of  course  the  Municipality 
would  have  to  make  a  return  for  this  outlay  by  work  done  purely  in  that  locality.  I 
oan  see  no  reason  why  the  Council  should  not  possess  such  powers.  Of  course  it  must 
be  distinctly  understood  that  the  Council  would  not  spend  more  upon  improving  the 
locality  than  the  return  they  receive  through  the  higher  rate. 

12386.  Are  you  not  aware  that  this  system  is  coming  very  largely  into  vogue  in 
the  cities  of  Europe  and  the  United  States  and  some  of  the  Colonies  ? — I  did  not  know 
it,  but  I  can  quite  see  that  it  might  work  very  well.  I  think  it  a  very  good  thing  that 
the  Council  should  be  given  such  powers.  But  what  majority  of  the  residents  would 
you  require,  because  it  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  secure  a  majority  of  the  residents  in 
any  neighbourhood  to  consent  to  being  specially  taxed  ?  What  proportion  would  you 
require  in  favour  of  the  taxing  ? 

12387.  There  are  different  arrangements  in  different  towns,  but  the  point  is  that 
the  governing  body  gets  the  power  specially  to  rate  for  certain  better  work  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  neighbourhood,  or  as  it  happens,  in  respect  of 
ground  which  is  being  newly  laid  out,  and  the  owners  of  the  property  agree  to  allow 
themselves  to  be  specially  rated  to  secure  these  advantages  in  anticipation  of 
the  time  when  they  ordinarily  would  be  given  ? — We  have  something 
analogous  to  that  now.  In  outlying  districts  of  the  Municipality  the  residents 
along  a  street  which  has  not  been  adopted  as  a  Municipal  street  may,  by  a  majority  of 
their  number,  call  upon  the  Council  to  make  up  that  road  on  their  paying  £1  for  every 
£1  spent  by  the  Municipality.  The  fii’st  thing  to  be  done,  however,  is  to  get  a 
majority  of  the  ratepayer,  and  I  believe  that  it  is  necessary  that  the  majority  must 
be  one  of  two-thirds  of  the  ratepayers  affected.  These  two-thirds  have  to  coerce  the 
other  third.  As  soon  as  the  two-thirds  have  agreed  that  the  work  shall  be  done,  and 
have  handed  over  the  money  to  the  Council,  the  Council  undertake  the  making  up  of 
the  road.  It  has  been  found,  however,  an  extremely  difficult  matter  to  get  this 
necessary  majority.  The  thing  does  not  work  very  well. 

12388.  It  would  appear  that  the  Council  have  not  the  powers  to  do  these  things 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  have  in  many  parts  of  Europe  and  of  the  United  States. 

I  believe  it  is  a  faot  that  in  the  United  States  something  like  one-fifth  of  the  combined 
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Mr-  incomes  of  some  of  all  the  cities  is  derived  by  this  method  of  special  assessment  for  tho 
betterment  of  localities  ? — Tho  principle  seems  to  be  a  very  good  one,  but  the  initial 
lin  June,  i9o2.  difficulty  would  he  the  getting  of  a  majority  to  agree  that  their  locality  should  be 
specialised  for  any  particular  rate.  Everything  hangs  upon  that  fkst  difficulty.  We 
have  often  found  here  that  good  works  have  been  blocked  by  men  holding  ground  for 
future  sale  and  refusing  to  consent  to  improvements  which  people,  who  are  living  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  these  vacant  plots  of  ground,  desire  to  see  carried  out.  I  have 
in  my  mind  this  moment  a  piece  of  ground  which  the  owner  will  not  build  upon,  and 
at  the  same  time  he  objects  to  contribute  to  any  special  rate  to  improve  the  locality. 
The  locality  is  growing,  the  man  does  not  want  his  money  and  he  holds  on  to  his  piece 
of  ground  knowing  that  it  will  become  more  valuable  every  day. 

12389.  How  is  it  valued  for  rating  purposes  ? — It  is  valued  at  what  it  would 
fetch  in  the  open  market.  The  owner  does  not  get  off  clear  altogether.  The  Valua¬ 
tion  Court  do  not  show  much  sympathy  in  such  cases. 

12390.  You  say  in  the  memorandum  which  you  have  put  in  that  the  outside 
Municipalities  are  not  likely  to  join  with  Cape  Town  because  their  debt  per  capita  is 
so  much  smaller  than  Cape  Town’s.  Can  you  tell  us  what  is  the  Cape  Town  debt  per 
capita  ? — I  am  afraid  I  cannot  tell. 

12391.  How  do  you  reckon  it  P — I  take  the  estimated  population  of  Cape  Town 
and  divide  it  into  the  Municipal  debt.  I  remember  some  time  ago  when  we  were 
going  in  for  our  Reservoir  Loan,  we  estimated  the’ population  as  between  60,000  and 
65,000. 

12392.  The  total  debt  of  Cape  Town  is  over  £1,000,000,  is  it  not? — Yes  ;  and  I 
believe  that  the  Municipality  have  the  power  to  raise  it  to  over  £2,000,000. 

12393.  But  taking  the  present  debt  per  capita  ? — It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  calcu¬ 
late,  because  they  are  just  now  negotiating  for  further  loans. 

12391.  On  what  do  yon  base  your  opinion  that  the  indebtedness  per  capita  in  the 
suburbs  is  so  very  different  from  the  indebtedness  in  Cape  Town  ? — I  know  that  we 
have  raised  loans  in  the  city  which  they  have  not  raised  in  the  country. 

12395.  That  means  that  you  have  services  done  for  you  in  Cape  Town  which  you 
have  not  had  done  for  you  in  the  suburbs,  but  may  it  not  be  necessary'-  that  these 
services  shall  be  rendered  in  the  suburbs  ? — When  that  is  done  you  may  get  them  to 
combine. 

12396.  Is  there  any  sound  objection  to  amalgamating  two  Municipalities  whose 
rates  happen  to  be  different,  when  the  method  of  differential  rating  can  be  brought 
into  use  ? — There  would  be  no  practical  objection  on  that  head  but  there  remains  this 
further  difficulty  :  I,  myself,  am  not  in  favour  of  large  Municipalities  except  for  the 
carrying  out  of  large  works  such  as  drainage,  water  and  lighting.  I  think  the 
ordinary  work  of  the  town  is  far  better  done  by  small  Municipalities  than  by  fusing  them 
into  one  large  Municipality.  If  we  take  the  work  done  by  the  suburban  Munici¬ 
palities  during  the  short  time  that  they  have  been  in  existence,  and  considering  the 
small  means  which  they  have  had  at  their  disposal,  I  think  they  have  done  very  well 
indeed.  That  is  my  candid  opinion. 

12397.  But  continuing  on  the  point  of  indebtedness,  where  does  the  objection 
come  in  ? — The  indebtedness  being  equal,  the  objection  wonld  be  removed,  but  still 
there  would  be  the  matter  of  the  eonstruction  and  maintenance  of  roads.  It  is  muoh 
less  costly  to  keep  up  the  roads  in  the  suburbs  than  to  maintain  the  streets  of  the  city. 

1'<.398.  Would  not  that  be  an  argument  for  amalgamation  so  that  the  greater 
should  help  the  leaser  ?  It  would  bo  an  argument  for  Cape  Town,  but  against  it  from 
the  other  side  of  the  case. 

12399.  Do  you  say  that  the  streets  and  roads  in  the  suburbs  need  not  be  so  good 
as  in  Cape  Town  ? — They  are  not  so  costly  to  maintain. 

12400.  But  need  they  be  more  costly  in  the  future  supposing  you  had  amalgama¬ 
tion  ? — The  more  the  suburbs  grow  the  more  the  traffic  on  the  roads,  and  the  more  the 
roads  will  cost  to  maintain. 

12401.  Is  not  that  a  reason  for  distributing  the  cost? — The  people  in  the  country 
would  say  that  their  roads  did  not  cost  as  much  as  the  roads  in  the  town  and  would 
not  be  in  favour  of  paying  for  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  town’s  roads.  They  would 
object  to  their  money  being  used  for  the  upkeep  of  stroets  in  Cape  Town. 

12402.  But  what  is  to  hinder  the  rates  levied  in  the  suburbs  being  spent  in  the 
suburbs? — That  is  quite  another  question.  It  would  mean  the  keeping  of  separate 
accounts,  and  the  rates  w'ould  not  have  to  form  one  whole. 

12403.  Even  now,  under  the  Divisional  Council  Act  and  Public  Health  Act, 
provision  is  made,  to  eome  exte  it,  for  spending  within  a  certain  area  the  rates  levied  in 
that  area  ? — I  do  not  know  how  this  would  work  in  Municipal  matters. 

12104.  Why  not? — The  spending  of  the  money  varies  so  much  in  different  local¬ 
ities.  For  instance,  in  some  parts  of  a  road  there  may  be  ten  wagons  running  over 
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it  compared  to  one  in  some  other  parts  of  it,  and  yet  you  would  have  to  pay  the  same 
rates  all  along  it. 

12405.  We  will  suppose  that  these  ten  wagons  are  going  through  Mowbray,  where  16th  .Tune, 
do  they  come  from  ? — Say  they  come  from  Wynberg  into  Cape  Town. 

12406.  Then  why  should  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  roads  for  these  ten  wagons 
fall  upon  Mowbray  alone  ? — They  have  identical  roads  in  the  suburbs  to  keep  up,  whereas 
we  in  Cape  Town  have  about  90  miles  of  road  to  maintain,  and  the  Cape  Town  roads 
must  be  of  a  better  quality,  or  rather  of  a  more  costly  character,  because  they  are  more 
subject  to  high  winds  and  much  more  wear  and  tear,  and  I  think  that  the  country  tax¬ 
payer  would  say  that  it  was  unfair  that  he  should  pay  to  keep  up  these  roads. 

12407.  But  at  present  Cape  Town  has  to  pay  about  £22,000  per  year  towards 
maintaining  these  outside  roads  ? — I  object  to  that.  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  fair.  I  do 
not  see  why  we  should. 

12408.  Do  you  believe  that  you  should  pay  nothing  ? — I  do  ^not  see  why  we 
should.  Let  each  Municipality  pay  for  its  own. 

12409.  But  it  is  to  a  very  large  extent  Cape  Town  traffic,  is  it  not  ?  —I  do  not 
think  it  is  Cape  Town  traffic,  only  to  a  slight  extent.  And  in  Cape  Town  the  traffic 
on  the  roads  is  very  severe,  wagons  going  from  store  to  store  continually.  There  is  ten 
times  more  traffic  on  the  roads  in  Cape  Town  than  on  the  roads  in  the  country. 

12410.  Then  comes  the  question  of  rates,  is  there  such  a  great  difference  between 
the  rates  of  Cape  Town  and  those  of  the  suburbs  ? — Oh,  yes. 

12411.  Take  the  rates  of  Mowbray  ? — The  Mowbray  rates  just  now  are  exception¬ 
ally  high.  They  have  made  them  higher  to  clear  off  an  old  standing  debt,  but  the 
understanding  is  that  they  shall  be  reduced  again  after  this  one  year.  If  you  take 
Claremont  or  Wynberg,  you  will  find  that  the  rates  are  at  least  Id.  in  the  £  lower  than 
Cape  Town  rates. 

12412.  This  year  in  Cape  Town  you  only  pay  2fd.  in  the  £,  and  is  it  not  the 
case  that  the  rates  of  Cape  Town  are  going  to  come  down  rather  than  go  up? — -I  hope 
so,  but  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  going  to  come  to  pass. 

12413.  An  experienced  Town  Councillor  told  us  that  in  his  opinion  Cape  Town 
rates  have  passed  their  maximum  ? — I  hope  that  is  correct,  but  when  I  look  at  the 
condition  of  our  streets  I  do  not  think  so. 

12414.  If  you  take  most  of  the  suburbs  you  will  find  that  they  are  rated  at  2d. 
in  the  £  with  a  tenant’s  rate  in  addition,  and  do  you  not  think  that  that  will  bring 
up  their  rate  equal  to  Cape  Town’s? — I  daresay  it  might,  but  this  year  we  are 
exceptionally  low  in  our  rates. 

12415.  But  when  they  have  completed  their  drainage  system  and  got  a  good 
water  supply  in  the  suburbs,  together  with  other  things  which  you  have  not  got  here, 
are  not  their  rates  likely  to  be  increased  ? — There  would  then  be  no  financial  reasons  for 
objecting  to  amalgamation.  But  I  do  think  that  the  ordinary  work  of  the  towns 
is  better  done  by  smaller  bodies,  such  as  are  now  in  existence. 

12416.  But  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  most  successfully  managed  Municipalities  in 
the  world  are  the  largest  Municipalities  ? — I  did  not  know  that  that  was  the  case. 

12417.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  the  City  of  Glasgow  in  Scotland  is  pointed  at 
universally  as  the  best  managed  city  in  the  world,  and  it  has  a  population  of  about 
800/100  people  ?—  I  remember  seeing  something  recently  against  large  Municipalities, 
that  they  were  inclined  to  megalomania. 

12418.  Experience  has  gone  to  shew  that  by  the  enlargement  of  the  Municipality 
of  Glasgow  the  rates  have  gone  down  although  the  services  rendered  have  been 
greater  ? — I  did  not  know  that,  but  here,  in  a  new  place  like  this,  where  practically 
everything  has  to  be  made  and  we  have  had  nothing  handed  down  to  us,  the  circum¬ 
stances  are  different.  Probably  in  Glasgow  they  had  old  works,  such  as  sewers  and 
bridges  which  had  been  built  long  ago. 

12419.  No,  it  is  since  the  town  became  a  large  city  that  they  have  gone  in  for 
most  of  their  works.  For  instance,  they  have  taken  water  from  Loch  Katrine  and 
that  could  not  have  beeu  done  if  they  had  not  been  a  large  body  ? — I  quite  agree  with 
you  that  for  large  -works  such  as  drainage,  lighting  and  water  a  large  body  is  the  best. 

But  for  such  small  matters  as  one  comes  across  every  day  in  Municipalities  small 
Municipalities  are  best. 

12420.  If  you  had  a  large  Board  to  look  after  those  matters  of  which  you  speak, 
by  and  from  whom  would  you  have  it  chosen? — I  think  it  should  be  chosen  from 
amongst  the  representatives  of  the  different  Municipalities  ;  by  the  Municipalities  from 
amongst  their  Councillors. 

12421.  If  y'ou  did  that  would  you  not  have  the  same  men  you  have  now'? — 

You  will  always  find  that  when  you  get  large  works  to  do  you  get  more  men  of  business 
capacity  and  you  get  more  enthusiasm  amongst  your  members  than  when  only  small 
works  remain  to  bo  done  in  the  town.  I  remember  when  Cape  Town  began  its  new 
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programme  of  improvements  in  1892,  that  we  had  on  our  Counoil  a  number  of  really 
good  men.  You  will  find  that  they  were  practioally  all  sound  business  men,  and  that 
liOJ.  was  because  there  was  something  to  be  done — some  big  thing  to  be  undertaken  upon 
which  care  and  business  capacity  could  be  brought  to  bear.  But  when  you  have  only 
the  hum-drum  work  of  a  Town  Councillor  the  interest  lags. 

12422.  Does  not  that  argument  out  away  the  very  foundation  from  what  you  said 
before? — No,  I  want  you  to  discriminate  distinctly  between  the  two  points, — the  large 
work  and  the  small  works — and  my  contention  is  that  the  small  works  are  better 
looked  after  by  smaller  men.  They  will  do  more  good  for  you  than  the  larger  men. 
For  instance,  they  will,  themselves,  go  and  see  that  stables  are  kept  in  order,  that 
refuse  is  cleaned  away,  aud  other  things  that  bigger  men  will  not  do. 

12423.  Is  it  the  duty  of  a  Town  Councillor  to  go  pottering  about  stables  ? — 
Whether  it  is  a  Town  Councillor’s  duty  or  not  it  is  done  by  some  of  them,  and  very 
much  to  the  town’s  advantage. 

12424.  Ia  it  not  rather  through  this  tendency  of  Councillors  that  we  find  stories 
bruited  abroad  much  to  their  discredit  ? — I  have  seen  nothing  of  that  sort. 

12425.  I  do  not  say  that  it  exists,  but  do  not  ideas  get  abroad  when  men  get  out 
of  their  proper  sphere,  and  do  not  the  Councils  themselves  suffer  ?  The  Councillor’s 
sphere  should  be  that  of  debate  and  discussion,  but  when  they  step  out  of  that  sphere 
and  buy  and  sell  for  the  Council,  they  lay  themselves  open  to  sinister  remarks,  do  they 
not? — There  is  no  buying  aud  selling  in  connection  with  Councillors  that  I  am 
aware  of. 

12426.  These  things  are  done,  are  they  not  ? — It  has  never  come  to  my  experience. 
I  do  know  that  we  have  had  some  men  on  the  Council  who  are  extremely  useful.  I 
have  known  them  get  upon  their  horses  early  in  the  morning  and  ride  about  the  town 
to  see  that  certain  things  are  done,  which  is  a  very  useful  thing  for  the  Town 
Councillor  to  do,  though  very  few  of  them  will  do  it.  And  the  difficulty  of  doing  it 
when  the  Council  is  made  a  very  large  one  becomes  increased. 

12427.  But  supposing  the  areas  of  the  smaller  existing  Counoils  were  kept  as 
Wards  of  the  larger  Municipality  ? — So  long  as  that  was  done  and  representatives 
were  elected  from  those  Wards  the  purpose  would  be  served. 

12428.  The  system  would  then  assume  that  of  the  Ward  constitution? — Yes, 
with  representatives  from  the  various  Wards  working  within  their  own  areas. 

12429.  And  at  the  same  time  sitting  on  the  larger  Board  ? — Yes,  if  that  were 
done  it  would  come  to  the  same  thing. 

12430.  The  difference  would  be,  in  an  amalgamation  scheme,  that  the  larger 
Council  would  have  a  say  in  the  work  of  the  smaller  areas  ? — If  you  elected  the  Board 
from  the  various  Municipalities  it  would  come  to  the  same  thing. 

12431.  It  would  not  oome  to  the  same  thing,  because,  as  I  understand  it,  the 
Corporation  of  Cape  Town  would  have  a  Board  put  over  it  to  look  after  the  items  you 
have  referred  to  ? — I  wa3  speaking  of  the  suburbs  purely. 

12432.  But  are  there  not  matters  .  which  should  be  dealt  with  by  a  combined 
Board  for  the  whole  Peninsula,  such  as  a  large  water  scheme? — Undoubtedly. 

12433.  But  Cape  Town  would  be  shut  out  from  all  real  control  of  such  a  soheme 
if  you  had  a  separate  Board  for  the  suburbs  only  ? — I  do  not  think  that  Cape  Town 
would  care  to  be  part  of  a  large  authority  to  deal  with  drainage,  lighting  and  sewerage 
right  through  the  Peninsula,  beoause  they  have  these  things,  and  the  only  matter  in 
which  Cape  Town  would  be  affected  would  be  water. 

12434.  But  is  not  that  very  important  ? — Yes,  it  is  very  important  ;  but  this 
Board  could  supply  Cape  Town  with  what  it  wanted  in  the  way  of  additional  water. 

12435.  We  have  had  witnesses  representing  Cape  Town  Council,  who  have  said 
that  the  Council  will  emphatically  protest  against  any  Board  for  the  supply  of  any 
Municipal  service  whatever  ? — Within  the  limits  of  the  city  ;  but  they  would  not 
object  to  taking  water  from  another  Board  at  the  boundary  of  the  city. 

12436.  But  according  to  your  plan  the  Cape  Town  voice  would  not  be  heard  in 
the  choice  of  the  members  of  this  large  Board  ? — The  only  thing  that  Cape  Town 
requires,  which  could  be  supplied  by  this  Board,  is  water. 

12437.  You  say  that  you  would  require  this  Board  for  the  supply  to  you  of  water 
in  bulk,  but  you  would  have  no  voice  in  the  selection  of  any  water  soheme  or  the 
cost  of  it  ?  -  The  cost  of  it  would  be  everything.  The  water  would  have  to  be  supplied 
at  a  reasonable  cost. 

12433.  The  Cape  Town  people  would  naturally  like  to  have  a  say  in  the  original 
cost  of  the  scheme  because  the  c:st  to  the  city  would  depend  upon  the  cost  of  the 
scheme  ? — Yes.  In  speaking  of  this  Board  I  am  treating  it  more  as  a  governing 
body  and  considering  it  in  regard  to  the  powers  that  any  authority  should  have  over 
Cape  Town  or  tho.t  Cape  Town  should  have  over  any  other  Mnnicipality. 
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12439.  One  should  not  have  power  over  the  other  ? — But  if  Cape  Town  had  to  ^ 
join  any  such  Board  it  would  have  to  he  ruled  by  the  majority.  • 

12440.  But  that  is  simply  the  ordinary  principle  of  representative  government  ? —  16th  June,  1902. 
Yes,  but  Cape  Town  might  be  swamped  on  such  a  Board.  It  is  rather  a  delicate 
matter,  and  I  am  sure  that  Cape  Town  would  object  to  any  other  than  the  ordinary 
elected  members  of  the  Council  having  anything  to  do  with  the  affairs  of  the  city. 

12441.  But  the  Board  would  he  elective  P — It  would  not  be  elected  from  Cape 
Town  only.  You  must  not  forget  that  they  would  be  in  a  minority. 

12442.  But  Cape  Town’s  interests  would  not  be  likely  to  suffer  even  at  the  hands 
of  the  members  of  the  Board  elected  partly  from  the  suburbs,  because,  as  you  are  aware, 
a  large  number  of  the  residents  in  the  suburbs  have  their  places  of  business  in  Cape 
Town,  and  they  would  not  be  likely  to  vote  in  a  manner  which  would  indict  injury 
upon  their  interests  in  Cape  Town  P — But  the  great  bulk  of  the  voters  of  Cape  Town 
are  townspeople  who  live  in  the  town. 

12443.  But  there  are  a  large  number  of  town  voters  who  live  in  the  country  ? — 

That  is  so. 

12444.  Then  it  would  not  be  to  their  interest  to  mismanage  the  affaiis  of  Cape 
Town,  any  more  than  it  would  be  to  mismanage  the  affairs  of  the  suburb  in  which  they 
live  ? — I  had  no  such  idea  as  mismanagement,  but  the  great  bulk  of  the  ratepayers  being 
residents  of  Cape  Town  would  certainly  protest  against  their  affairs  being  managed  by 
any  person  elected  outside  their  own  Council. 

12445.  But  that  would  simply  resolve  itself  into  the  matter  of  the  constitution  of  , 
the  governing  authority,  would  it  not  ? — If  you  can  see  the  way  to  getting  over  this, 
all  right ;  but  I,  myself,  do  not. 

12446.  You  think  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  amalgamate  these  suburban 
Municipalities  with  Cape  Town  ? — Except  by  a  Board  elected  from  those  Municipalities 
to  carry  out  the  more  important  works  described,  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  go  in  for 
any  amalgamation.  I,  myself,  would  prefer  to  leave  the  other  mitters  to  the  oontrol 
of  the  bodies  now  in  existence. 

12447.  You  would  give  that  Board  the  power  to  rate  ? — Yes,  undoubtedly  ;  and 
to  construct  all  these  works.  Should  it  prove,  hereafter,  that  such  an  amalgamation 
had  been  beneficial  it  would  than  be  found  that  it  was  but  the  commencement  of  a 
more  thorough  system  of  amalgamation. 

]  2448.  Then  you  think  that  by  having  a  Board  of  this  kind  it  would  pave  the 
way  to  a  general  amalgamation  ? — Yes,  if  it  was  a  success,  but  I  think  that,  at  present, 
that  is  all  that  is  really  wanted. 

12449.  Reverting  to  the  case  of  Glasgow,  do  you  know  that  within  the  last  ten 
years  some  six  or  seven  Municipalities,  with  a  population  of  about  120,000,  have  been 
amalgamated  with  Glasgow  with  benefit  to  all,  although  the  smaller  Municipalities 
objected  very  much  at  first  ? — I  have  not  been  in  Glasgow  for  about  15  years,  I 
am  quite  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  we  are  likely  to  grow  more  in  favour  of  amalga¬ 
mation,  but  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  commencement  if  we  had  a  Board  of  the  kind 
I  have  suggested  to  begin  with.  The  scope  of  any  Bill  which  might  be  brought  in 
might  embrace  future  extension  of  such  an  amalgamation. 

12450.  In  your  memorandum  you  say  that  you  would  exolude  Cape  Town  and  Sea 
Point  from  the  operations  of  such  a  Board  ? — Yes,  I  would,  because  I  cannot  see  of 
what  advantage  it  could  be  to  them  except  in  the  matter  of  water  supply. 

12451.  What  would  you  do  with  a  district  like  Camps  Bay  ? — I  think  it  ought  to 
go  to  Sea  Point.  That  seems  the  natural  place  for  it. 

12452.  Would  you  keep  Sea  Point  distinct  from  Cape  Town  as  well  ? — Yes, 
they  would  not  like  to  join  Cape  Town.  There  would  be  tremendous  opposition  to 
it. 

12453.  Would  there  be  opposition  from  Camps  Bay  to  joining  Sea  Point?— I  do 
not  know,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  things  are  more  equal  there.  Camps  Bay  must  oome 
under  some  Municipality,  and  you  cannot  have  a  fresh  one  started  there. 

12454.  There  is  a  strip  of  land  belonging  to  Cape  Town  between  Camps  Bay 
and  Sea  Point,  what  would  you  do  with  that  ? — The  Town  Counoil  would  sell  it. 

12455.  To  whom  ? — To  anyone.  You  could  re-form  those  boundaries.  In  faot 
the  boundaries  of  Cape  Town  should  be  thoroughly  re-formed.  For  instance  on  the 
Woodstock  border  the  boundary  is  a  very  zig-zag  one,  running  I  believe  through  the 
middles  of  houses  in  some  oases. 

12456.  Would  not  the  best  way  of  settling  that  be  to  join  Woodstock  and  Cape 
Town?— There  would  be  ructions  if  you  suggested  any  such  thing.  Woodstock  would 

not  have  it. 

12457.  If  Woodstook  would  not  agree  to  amalgamation  on  one  side,  nor  Sea  Point 
on  the  other,  would  you  be  in  favour  of  Parliament  stepping  in  to  deal  with  the  case  ? 

— I  think  the  other  oourse  would  be  the  better ;  to  have  one  Central  Board  to  look 
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after  the  big  works  of  all  the  suburbs,  and  thou  if  that  was  a  sucoess  the  suburban 
people  might  ultimately  agree  to  go  in  for  a  more  complete  amalgamation. 

:  ‘:h  .luae,  1902.  1  “2 4 5 ^ .  Mr.  Stewart.]  Did  not  Sea  Point  belong  to  Cape  Town  at  ouetime?  — 

Never  within  my  recollection. 

12459.  Did  it  not  about  the  years  1835  to  18 10  belong  to  Cape  Town!' — That 
was  before  my  time. 

12460.  Chairman .]  Cape  Town  supplies  Sea  Point  with  water  at  the  present  time, 
does  it  not  ? — Yes,  it  is  bound  to  do  so. 

12461.  Suppose  a  big  five  were  to  ooour  at  Sea  Point,  what  would  the  Sea  Point 
people  do  ? — They  ought  to  make  provision  for  fires.  There  is  the  same  want  in  the 
Southern  suburbs,  but  they  will  not  spend  the  money. 

12462.  Owing  to  the  absence  of  union  between  Cape  Town  and  Sea  Point,  what 
has  been  the  effect  so  far  as  sewage  outfall  is  concerned  ?  — I  do  not  think  that  that 
lias  affected  it  much.  When  Mr.  Dunscombe  came  out  to  give  us  an  idea  of 
what  should  be  done  at  that  time  when  there  was  no  suggestion  of  anything 
other  than  one  drainage  between  Cape  Town,  Woodstock,  and  Sea  Point,  he  suggested 
an  outfall  there.  We  tried  at  that  time  to  get  Woodstock  to  join  us.  That  was  when 
there  was  to  be  an  outfall  near  the  Salt  River  mouth.  We  ultimately  came  round  to 
the  Sea  Point  side  instead  of  the  Woodstock  side  when  it  was  fouud  that  the  currents 
of  the  Bay  were  distinctly  against  putting  sewage  into  it.  Mr.  Good’s  report  showed 
us  that  we  could  not  put  an  outfall  sewer  near  the  Salt  River  mouth  without  great 
damage  to  the  Bay,  so  we  had  to  find  another  outfall.  Mr.  Olive  then  came  here  and 
he  suggested  going  in  the  direction  of  Green  Point,  and  that  left  Woodstock  out  of  it, 
although,  if  Woodstock  had  been  careful,  they  could  have  been  in  it.  But  they  were 
too  grasping,  that  is  all. 

12463.  Would  you  have  this  Board  appointed  by  Act  of  Parliament? — I  think  so. 
I  think  it  would  have  to  be.  You  must  have  it  constituted  properly  by  Act  of 
Parliament. 

12464.  Would  you  give  them  powers  to  do  certain  things  whether  the  Munici¬ 
palities  were  in  favour  of  them  or  not  ? — Yes.  I  would  give  them  the  fullest  powers 
to  do  the  works  of  which  I  have  spoken. 

12465.  Would  you  put  the  obligation  upon  the  Board  to  construct  a  system  of 
drainage  and  bring  a  large  supply  of  water  to  the  Peninsula  quite  regardless  of 
whether  the  people  of  the  suburban  Municipalities  wished  it  or  not  ? — Undoubtedly. 

12466.  But  still  you  would  give  the  people  power  to  elect  this  Board  ? — Certainly, 
why  not  ? 

12467.  How  are  you  going  to  make  the  powers  of  the  Board  obligatory  ? — Surely 
everyone  must  know  that  water  and  drainage  must  be  undertaken,  and  the  members  of 
the  Board  would  go  there  for  the  purpose  of  doing  it. 

12468.  Why  has  the  work  not  been  done  before? — Because  there  has  bee  a  no 
combined  action. 

12469.  How  will  you  make  them  combine  to  elect  this  Board  ? — It  does  not  strike 
me  that  there  will  be  any  difficulty  or  any  idea  of  refusing  to  elect  members  to  this 
Board.  If  the  Board  were  properly  constituted  under  Act  of  Parliament,  I  cannot 
conceive  why  the  people  should  refuse  to  elect  members  to  serve  upon  it. 

12470.  We  have  had  evidence  before  us  that  when  the  old  Liesbeek  Municipality 
was  started,  to  embrace  Wynberg,  Claremont,  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray,  members 
were  elected  to  it  for  the  express  purpose  of  breaking  up  the  united  Municipality.  It 
was  the  election  cry  to  send  men  to  break  up  this  Municipality,  and  they  did  it  ? — They 
would  not  be  able  to  break  up  this  combined  Board  of  which  we  are  speaking  if  it  was 
properly  constituted  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

12471.  But  the  other  Board  was  established  under  terms  of  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
You  could  not  compel  the  people  to  elect  members  of  the  Board? — I  cannot  conceive 
people  refusing  to  elect  members  to  the  Board. 

12472.  But  suppose  they  did  refuse  to  elect  and  to  carry  out  these  works,  what 
would  happen  ? — The  central  Government  would  have  to  step  in. 

12473.  You  think  that  they  would  nominate  a  body  to  carry  out  these  works? — 
Yes,  if  necessary  ;  but  I  go  on  the  principle  of  trusting  the  people.  I  would  give  as 
much  power  into  the  hands  of  the  people  as  possible.  In  fact  all  power  to  deal  with 
all  matters  connected  with  their  benefit.  If  they  distinctly  refused  to  accept  their 
responsibility  it  would  then  be  quite  time  enough  to  talk  about  drastic  measures. 

12474.  But  they  have  been  for  the  last  ten  years  talking  about  this  drainage 
system  ? — That  may  be,  but  if  you  give  them  the  power  of  constituting  a  Board  for 
that  especial  purpose  it  will  get  over  the  difficulty. 

12475.  But  they  could  do  the  work  without  this  new  power  being  created  for 
them?— I  do  not  think  that  they  could  do  it  very  well.  The  power  they  have  now  is 
not  of  the  same  effect  as  if  they  had  an  Act  of  Parliament  specially  for  the  purpose. 
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12476.  Each  Municipality  has  power  to  do  its  own  drainage? — Yes,  within  its 
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12477.  But  they  could  have  combined  to  have  had  one  large  system.  They  have  16th  .j[une,  1902. 
been  ten  years  talking  about  it  and  have  done  nothing  ? — But  if  you  give  them  an  Act 
of  Parliament  increasing  their  powers  and  making  it  more  easily  possible  to  go  in  for  a 
joint  scheme,  I  think  you  will  have  done  all  that  they  want. 

12478.  Probably  all  that  they  want? — You  will  have  done  all  that  is  required  in 
the  matter  of  bringing  about  a  drainage  scheme.  There  is  always  a  difficulty  in 
carrying  out  a  large  drainage  scheme.  For  instance,  we  discussed  it  for  many  years  in 
Cape  Town  before  it  was  undertaken,  and  I  do  not  consider  that  the  time  was  wasted. 

We  first  of  all  had  the  broad  irrigation  idea,  and  that  was  in  favour  for  a  long  time. 

But,  I  think,  looking  back  now  upon  that  time,  that  we  should  be  very  thankful  that  it 
was  not  undertaken,  for  the  reason  that  the  land  was  not  suitable,  there  not  being 
sufficient  depth  of  soil  suitable  for  cleansing  the  sewage.  I  believe  that  if  you  settle 
the  disposal  of  the  sewage  from  the  suburbs  and  how  it  is  to  be  dealt  with,  everyone 
will  be  glad  to  join.  It  is  a  problem  upon  which  very  few  are  agreed  at  the  present 
time.  Wynberg  is  going  on  with  its  own  system,  but  the  others  do  not  approve  of  it, 
and  do  not  care  to  undertake  a  big  scheme  separately. 

12479.  Is  that  not  a  reason  why  they  should  be  brought  together? — They  want  to 
know  the  way  out  of  their  difficulties,  and  would  be  very  glad  to  find  one,  I  believe. 

12480.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  tell  them  when  we  have  done  our  work. — Well,  if 
you  can  tell  them,  they  would  be  very  thankful,  whether  the  system  suggested  be  the 
bacteriological  system,  or  the  filtration  system,  or  whatever  system  you  decide 
upon.  If  you  definitely  tell  them  that  is  the  best  system  for  their  requirements,  in 
my  opinion  the  thing  will  go  through,  but  the  difficulty  is  as  to  the  disposal  of  the 
■ewage. 

12481.  Keeping  to  our  point  with  regard  to  a  Board,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the 
Cape  Town  Municipal  Council  have  carried  out  large  works  of  various  kinds  with  a 
very  considerable  amount  of  success  ? — I  think  that  may  be  said. 

12482.  Does  not  that  seem  a  reason  why  no  departure  should  be  made  from  that 
method  of  carrying  on  public  works  in  the  Peninsula.  What  proof  have  we  of  the 
incompetence  of  a  Municipality  to  deal  with  these  questions  ? — None  whatever. 

12483.  Then  why  should  we  call  into  existence  a  new  Board  to  supersede  the 
machinery  now  in  existence  ? — But  I  do  not  intend  you  to  touch  Cape  Town. 

12484.  But  you  would  touch  the  Municipalities  in  the  suburbs  ? — I  want  to  take 
from  these  Municipalities  a  Board  which  will  control  the  larger  affairs  dealing  with  all 
the  Municipalities.  I  do  not  want  to  construct  a  new  Board  entirely,  but  I  want  the 
existing  Municipalities  to  combine  to  send  from  amongst  their  number  such  of  their 
members  as  they  may  elect  for  such  a  purpose. 

12485.  You  want  for  the  purposes  of  drainage  some  such  general  Committee  as 
now  exists  for  the  management  of  the  water  supply  of  the  suburbs? — No,  the  Water 
Board  does  not  seem  to  have  very  much  power.  It  seems  to  be  always  having  to  run 
back  to  each  of  the  Municipalities  to  get  power.  The  work  can  never  go  on  like  that. 

You  must  give  your  Board  power  to  deal  with  all  matters  which  have  been  referred  to 
it,  without  constant  consideration  of  the  constituent  Municipalities. 

12486.  Then  you  would  have  your  Board  given  full  powers  and  made  independent 
of  each  Municipality  ? — Yes,  it  must  have  full  powers.  It  will  not  be  a  bit  of  good 
unless  that  is  given  to  it. 

12487.  Dr.  Gregory .]  What  is  your  opinion  of  Municipal  government  in  Cape 
Town  ?  How  does  it  work  ?  Have  you  noticed  any  defeots  in  it  ? — I  believe  I 
pointed  out  one  in  the  matter  of  the  Valuation  Court. 

12488.  Is  that  all  that  has  struck  you  ? — Nothing  else  strikes  me  very  forcibly 
for  the  moment.  I  think  the  affairs  of  the  town  have  been  fairly  well  managed  of 
recent  years.  The  Corporation  have  larger  powers  than  they  used  to  have,  which 
powers  have  enabled  them  to  keep  wider  streets  and  deal  generally  in  a  firmer  manner 
with  building  lines  than  they  used  to.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  a  great  advantage. 

12489.  In  other  words,  the  work  of  the  Municipality  is,  in  jour  opinion,  better 
done  than  it  used  to  be  in  years  gone  by? — Certainly. 

12490.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ? — In  the  first  place,  to  the  larger  revenue 
derived  by  the  Council.  That  is  the  most  important  thing  of  all.  The  revenue  of  the  town 
about  ten  years  ago  used  to  be  only  between  £50,000  and  £60,000  per  year.  You  can 
get  better  work  done  now,  because  you  can  afford  to  pay  better  for  it. 

12491.  And  I  suppose  you  are  working  on  a  larger  soale  ? — Not  on  a  much 
larger  scale. 

12492.  The  town  is  not  surely  using  three  times  the  revenue  on  doing  the  same 
work  ? — Certainly  not.  They  are  working  over  a  larger  area.  The  area  was  very 
much  smaller  than  it  is  now. 


[G.  21—1902.] 


HHHH 


026 


Mr.  12493.  You  mean  of  course  over  a  larger  area  of  operations;  the  size  of  the  town 

'  “  is  the  same  ? — Yes. 

l oil.  '  ■■■.uk.  iso:.  12494.  This  increased  revenue  has  enabled  you  to  get  a  better  class  of  officer  and 

to  create  more  efficient  departments  ? — A  very  much  more  costly  class  of  officer. 

12495.  Do  I  understand  that  the  departments  are  not  more  efficient  ? — There  are 
more  of  them,  I  know,  aud  the  work  is  more  specialised. 

12496.  Do  they  work  better  ? — Naturally  they  must,  the  work  being  specialised. 

12497.  On  that  principle,  the  larger  the  revenue  and  the  larger  the  work  to  be 
done  the  better  the  authority  can  do  it  ? — Quite  within  reason.  You  must  not  stretch 
that  principle  too  far. 

12498.  Therefore,  if  there  were  one  large  powerful  authority  for  the  urban  areas 
of  the  Peninsula,  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  the  work  could  he  done  better  and 
cheaper  as  a  whole  than  at  present  ? — I  think  you  will  find  that  the  total  income  from 
the  whole  area  outside  Cape  Town  would  not  reach  as  much  as  the  income  of  Cape 
Town  itself — I  mean  from  the  rates.  You  would  not  have  as  much  money  to  spend 
over  the  whole  of  the  Peninsula  outside  Cape  Town  as  you  now  have  to  spend  in  Cape 
Town  alone. 

12499.  But  presuming  that  you  had  the  same  amount  ? — Well,  you  would  have 
an  enormous  area  within  which  to  spend  it. 

12500.  But  sm’ely  one  body,  working  as  a  whole,  would  he  better  than  a  number 
of  units  ? — I  do  not  know  that,  in  regard  to  the  making  of  streets  and  keeping  up  of 
roads,  or  looking  after  the  lines  of  buildings.  With  regard  to  the  large  matters  of 
which  we  have  been  speaking,  I  certainly  agree. 

12501.  I  understand  that  you  are  not  in  sympathy  with  the  desire  of  Cape  Town 
for  passing  a  new  Act  of  Parliament  creating  Aldermen  and  bringing  the  Ward  system 
into  force  ? — The  Ward  system  may  be  all  right,  although  it  has  been  tried 
before  without  success,  but  the  other  is  a  very  small  matter  and,  as  far  as  I  am  con¬ 
cerned,  T  do  not  care  two  straws  whether  it  comes  into  force  or  whether  it  does  not.  I 
have  no  particular  feelings  one  way  or  the  other.  The  Ward  system  is  a  well  recog¬ 
nised  system.  Parliament,  after  all,  is  only  an  extended  Ward  system,  and  I  would 
not  object  to  its  being  tried  again.  I  know  that  I  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Town 
Council  in  1881,  when  the  Ward  system  was  in  force,  and  very  little  interest  indeed 
was  taken  in  the  election.  You  find  under  the  Ward  system  that  the  members  are 
always  demanding  that  more  money  should  be  spent  in  their  own  particular  ward. 

12502.  But  at  the  present  time  there  is  no  one  to  demand  better  treatment  for 
6ome  of  the  wards  ? — No,  no  ;  that  is  not  correct.  You  always  find  District  No.  6 
well  to  the  fore. 

12503.  Wbat  is  your  opinion  of  the  Council’s  manner  of  maintaining  the  streets  and 
roads  ? — Unfortunately  the  material  which  lies  within  reach  of  the  Council  is  of  a  very 
poor  quality,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Council  must  look  forward  to  using  wood 
or  stone,  at  any  rate  in  all  its  principal  streets,  where  there  is  heavy  traffic.  I  think 
they  are  shaping  their  course  in  that  direction.  Years  ago  we  could  not  think  of  it. 
The  first  cost  was  too  heavy  and  our  revenue  was  too  small.  Secondly,  we  knew  that 
all  the  town’s  roads  were  about  to  be  cut  up  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  drainage  for 
sewage  and  storm  water.  We  were,  however,  of  the  opinion  that  so  soon  as  those 
things  were  got  out  of  the  way  the  betteriug  of  the  streets  was  the  next  matter  for 
consideration.  Now,  the  drainage  scheme  is  nearly  completed,  and  the  next  thing  the 
Council  must  turn  their  attention  to  is  the  work  of  improving  the  streets. 

12504.  You  do  not  consider  the  streets  are  all  that  is  to  be  desired  at  present  ? — 
No,  certainly  not. 

12505.  You  think  that  you  ate  now  in  a  better  condition  to  attend  to  your  streets 
in  view  of  your  larger  revenue,  and  of  the  fact  that  you  can  get  special  advice  ? — Yes  ; 
and  authority  to  borrow  money  for  the  purpose  has  been  given,  so  that  there  should  not 
be  very  much  longer  delay.  At  least,  I  hope  there  will  not  be,  for  we  want  the  work 
done  very  badly. 

1 2506.  Can  you  see  any  reason  why  this  question  of  streets  should  not  be  dealt 
with  by  one  B  ard  throughout  the  Peninsula?  Would  not  such  a  Board  have  larger 
powers,  a  better  opportunity  of  getting  superior  material,  and  better  means  of  getting 
expert  advice,  with  a  better  department  for  carrying  it  out?— Ido  not  think  so.  Take 
Cape  Town  alone  ;  you  have  stabling  accommodation  for  Cape  Town  near  the  Toll,  and 
look  what  a  distance  the  horses  have  to  go  to  attend  to  work  at  the  other  end  of  the 
town.  If  you  had  one  body  looking  after  all  the  roads,  depots  would  have  to  be 
started  at  quite  a  number  of  places  within  its  area.  It  would,  therefore,  only  really 
corne  to  the  same  thing  as  having  the  present  Municipalities  to  do  the  work,  and  I 
doubt  if  the  streets  and  roads  would  be  as  well  looked  after. 

12507.  With  regard  to  your  lighting,  Mr.  Ball  gave  it  in  evidence  that  the  Town 
Council  had  considered  the  question  of  supplying  power  to  the  present  Suburban 
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Electric  Lighting  Company,  and  he  considered  that  in  the  future  it  might 
advantageously  be  arranged  for  the  Cape  Town  Council  to  deal  with  the  whole  electric 
lighting  of  the  Peninsula.  Do  you  agree  with  that? — I  cannot  say  off-hand.  The 
questiou  of  electric  lighting  has  grown  so  enormously  within  the  last  seven  years.  When 
it  began  in  Cape  Town  the  plant  was  of  200  horse-power.  To-day  I  believe  that  1,900 
horse-power  is  actually  at  work.  So  that  you  may  see  that  it  has  grown  into  a  big 
thing,  and  I  believe  the  bigger  you  make  your  works  the  cheaper  you  can  produce  your 
current. 

12508.  So  that  really  it  should  be  under  one  local  authority? — In  any  matter 
in  which  bulk  is  required  to  cheapen  the  output,  the  work  should  be  in  the  hands  of  one 
authority. 

12509.  Then  water  and  sewage  would  come  under  this  head? — Yes. 

12510.  As  the  sewage  from  some  of  the  suburbs  would  probably  have  to  be 
delivered  through  Cape  Town — perhaps  through  Cape  Town  sewers — in  order  to  get  au 
outfall,  would  it  not  be  better  to  have  a  combined  Board  upon  which  Cape  Town  should  be 
represented  to  deal  with  it  ? — You  could  not  carry  the  suburban  sewage  through  the 
present  sewers  of  Cape  Town.  They  are  not  designed  to  meet  requirements  beyond 
those  of  Cape  Town  itself  and  its  probable  extension,  so  that  you  could  not  expect  the 
town,  with  a  lot  of  vacant  land  still  lying  about  the  upper  levels,  to  allow  Woodstock  or 
any  other  suburbs  to  join  into  Cape  Town’s  sewers,  thus  taking  away  the  reserve  power 
of  your  sewerage  system 

12511.  At  present  you  have  two  systems  of  sewerage,  one  by  gravitation  and  the 
other  by  pumping  ? — Yes. 

12512.  And  for  Woodstock  there  would  certainly  have  to  be  two  systems,  one  of 
gravitation  and  the  other  of  pumping? — I  should  say  so 

12513.  Now,  might  not  the  pumping  for  both  be  combined  into  one  system,  and 
the  gravitation  be  also  combined  into  one  system,  and  such  modifications  he  made  in 
the  Cape  Town  sewers  as  to  admit  of  it  ? — I  do  not  know  what  modifications  you  have 
in  view.  I  think  you  would  have  to  lay  down  new  sewers  altogether,  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  question  would  arise  whether  you  ought  not  to  find  some  cheaper 
means  of  dealing  with  this  extra  sewage,  whether,  for  instance,  the 
bacteriological  system  might  not  be  preferable.  So  far  as  Cape  Town 
sewage  is  concerned,  the  system  is  a  good  enough  one.  But  I  consider 
that  if  the  sewage  of  the  neighbouring  suburbs  was  to  come  through  Cape  Town  it 
would  have  to  come  in  its  own  special  sewers.  The  matter  of  the  capacity  of  the  Cape 
Town  sewers  was  gone  into  very  carefully  when  I  was  on  the  Town  Council.  I  was 
chairman  of  the  Public  Works  Committee  for  5  years  and  I  know  something  about  the 
matter.  I  know  how  carefully  we  had  to  consider  the  question  of  our  sewer  capacity 
at  that  time.  You  must  not  forget,  too,  that  the  fall  for  the  gravitation  sewerage  is  a 
very  low  one.  I  believe  the  fall  is  only  1  in  1C00.  That  is  a  very  low  gradient,  and 
you  cannot  go  rushing  any  quantity  of  sewage  into  pipes  laid  at  that  gradient. 

12514.  I  am  speaking  of  possibilities  that  might  happen,  and  I  think  you 
will  admit  that  Cape  Town  should  have  some  say  in  any  question  of  sewerage  that 
might  arise  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — If  the  suburbs  laid  a  new  sewer  alongside  the 
present  Cape  Town  sewer,  I  do  not  see  what  Cape  Town  would  have  to  say.  It  seems 
to  me  that  there  would  be  no  reasonable  objection.  That  is  if  it  was  definitely 
discovered  that  the  only  place  at  which  to  take  out  the  sewage  was  about  Mouille 
Point.  The  great  question  which  we  are  all  bound  to  consider  is  that  of  keeping  the 
place  healthy.  I  was  only  wishing  to  point  out  that  our  present  system  is  inadequate 
for  any  extension. 

12515.  Take  another  aspect.  Woodstock  had  the  intention  of  discharging  its 
sewage  into  the  Bay.  That  might  prove  very  deleterious  to  Cape  Town  might  it  not  ? 
— It  undoubtedly  would  if  Mr.  (rood’s  report  is  worth  anything.  He  went  into  the 
matter  most  carefully  and  took  a  number  of  surveys  over  a  period  of  about  12  months. 
He  wras  brought  out  by  the  Harbour  Board  in  conjunction  with  the  Town  Council. 
He  was  a  specialist  at  that  particular  kind  of  work,  and  a  very  superior  kind  of  man. 
According  to  the  charts  of  diagrams  which  he  left  behind  him,  as  the  result  of  all  his 
labours,  I  think  it  is  quite  clear  that  there  is  no  regular  set  or  determined  current  in 
the  Bay. 

12516.  Then  this  matter  of  the  sewerage  of  the  suburbs  is  a  very  material  one  to 
Cape  Town  ? — Yes. 

12517.  And  do  you  not  admit  that  under  such  circumstances  there  should  be  a 
general  sewerage  authority  for  the  Peninsula  ? — I  cannot  see  why  Cape  Town  should 
be  attached  to  it  at  all,  because  the  Council  have  their  own  sewerage  scheme. 

12518.  You  admit  that  the  disposal  of  the  suburban  and  Woodstock  sewage  is  a 
question  that  really  affects  Cape  Town,  or  may  adversely  affect  it,  and,  therefore,  does 
it  not  seem  that  there  should  be  some  combined  authority  to  deal  with  the  matter  and 

HHHH  2 


Mr. 

George  Smart. 
16th  June,  190 


628 


Mr. 
G*»'yi  Sn 

16th  Juuc, 


see  that  t lie  interests  of  no  part  of  the  community  shall  suffer  P — I  said  that  all  the 
:  ’  sewerage  of  the  suburbs  should  be  under  one  combined  authority,  but  I  cannot  see  how 
■  ist'2.  Cape  town  is  affected.  If,  however,  Cape  Town  was  affected,  it  would  have  to  form 
part  of  the  combined  authority.  My  point  is  that  Cape  T<fwn  must  have  some  reserve 
space  in  its  pipes,  whilst  there  is  any  possibility  of  an  increased  demand  upon  its 
service. 

12519.  Now,  iu  the  matter  of  fire  extinction.  At  present  Cape  Town  is  the  only 
authority  that  has  any  system  in  working  order.  Do  you  not  think  that  whatever 
system  is  adopted  should  be  carried  right  through  the  Peninsula  on  one  basis  P — I 
think  it  would  be  well  for  it  to  be  so.  At  the  same  time  there  would  have  to  be  centres 
in  each  town. 

12520.  So  that  Cape  Town  should  combine  in  the  matter  of  fire  extinction  P — I  see 
no  objection  to  a  combination,  provided  that  it  does  not  lay  any  additional  burden  upon 
Cape  Town. 

12521.  With  regard  to  tramways,  they  will  fall  in  within  the  next  20  years,  and 
then  it  will  be  essential  that  there  should  be  some  combined  authority,  otherwise 
insuperable  difficulties  will  arise  to  taking  them  over  ? — In  that  matter  Cape  Town 
must  undoubtedly  combine. 

12522.  Even  in  such  a  small  affair  as  wash-houses,  would  not  some  combination 
be  advantageous  ?  I  understand  that  the  Cape  Town  Council  propose  to  put  up  wash¬ 
houses  near  the  Woodstock  border.  In  that  case  would  not  some  combination  with 
Woodstock  be  advisable  F  — You  cannot  centre  wash-houses  for  any  large  area  in  one 
place.  They  must  be  distributed. 

12523.  But  if  you  put  a  wash-house  near  the  Woodstock  border,  should  not  the 
Woodstock  people  have  some  right  to  use  it  F — So  long  os  the  wash-houses  can  be 
properly  drained,  and  there  is  sufficient  drying  ground  for  the  clothes,  they  should  be 
made  to  serve  for  the  people  in  any  area. 

12524.  Even  in  the  comparatively  small  affair  of  slaughter-houses,  do  you  not 
recognise  the  advisability  of  combination  P — There  are  no  slaughter-houses  now  in  Cape 
Town.  In  former  years  we  had  the  question  of  the  construction  of  abattoirs  before  us 
very  frequently,  but  we  were  always  blocked  by  the  difficulty  of  the  drainage.  When 
we  got  our  drainage,  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  abattoirs,  because  no  slaughtering 
was  done  in  town. 

12525.  Then  you  are  consuming  meat  in  Cape  Town  over  the  slaughtering  of 
which  you  have  no  proper  inspection,  and  therefore  no  real  guarantee  as  to  the  whole¬ 
someness  of  the  article  F — I  suppose  that  is  so. 

12526.  Should  there  not  be  some  combined  action  in  this  matter  of  slaughter¬ 
houses  F — Is  it  not  likely  that  all  slaughtering  will  be  prohibited  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  F 

12527.  I  do  not  know  that  tbat  Is  so  F — I  must  agree  with  you  that  one  cannot  be 
too  careful  in  the  matter  of  the  food  supply  of  the  people. 

12528.  Then  there  is  the  matter  of  the  Municipal  regulations  for  licensing  vehicles. 
Ought  not  all  these  to  be  upon  one  basis  F — Yes,  I  think  so.  * 

12529.  At  present  one  may  take  a  cab  in  Cape  Towu  to  go  out  in  the  direction  of 
the  suburbs,  and  when  you  get  to  Woodstock  you  are  quite  in  the  cabman’s  power. 
You  have  no  control  over  him.  IPe  may  put  you  down  or  demand  any  sum  that  he 
likes  F — That  is  so. 

12530.  In  the  matter  of  building  regulations,  too,  should  there  not  be  some  con¬ 
formity  of  building  lino  especially  along  the  road  that  runs  from  Cape  Town  through 
the  suburbs  as  well  as  some  architectural  conformity  P — We  have  made  efforts  in  that 
direction  of  architectural  conformity  but  not  very  successful  ones. 

12531.  AVould  it  not  also  be  well  if  there  were  one  basis  for  Municipal  regula¬ 
tions  throughout  the  Peninsula  F — I  believe  that  Cape  Town’s  regulations  have  been 
largely  taken  over  by  some  of  these  suburban  Municipalities. 

12532.  We  may  also  come  to  the  matter  of  brothels.  The  need  of  combined 
action  in  that  regard  is  very  marked.  Cape  Town  may  take  action  upon  the  inmates 
of  some  of  these  places  and  all  they  do  is  to  go  over  the  Woodstock  border  and  carry 
on  their  business  the  same  as  ever  F — We  have  tried  our  best  to  do  away  with  them  in 
Cape  Town. 

1  2533.  There  is  the  important  matter  of  the  public  health  generally  and  dealing 
with  infectious  diseases.  You  virtually  had  to  combine  or  rather  you  were  driven  into 
the  direction  of  combining  in  the  use  of  one  Small-pox  Hospital,  and  you  will  be, 
before  long,  combining  in  the  use  of  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  When  plague 
broke  out  there  was  considerable  difficulty  owing  to  there  being  such  a  number  of 
disunited  units  in  dealing  with  a  disease  which  shewed  no  distinction  between  the 
boundary  of  one  area  and  that  of  another  F — I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Council  at  that 
time,  but  from  what  I  could  gather  it  was  the  matter  of  cost  that  really  frightened 
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them.  They  did  not  know  what  they  would  have  to  pay,  or  who  was  to  bear  the  cost. 
That  was  really  the  cause  of  the  indecision. 

12534.  You  may  lake  it  from  me  that  there  was  considerable  difficulty  owing  to 
having  a  number  of  separate  local  authorities  to  deal  with  a  disease  that  should  have 
been  dealt  with  by  one  strong  combined  authority  ? — I  can  quite  believe  that. 

12535.  You  said,  a  little  while  ago,  that  Cape  Town  would  reap  no  benefit  from 
combination.  Are  you  still  prepared  to  say  that  ? — I  think  so.  I  mean  on  the 
matters  which  I  have  already  mentioned.  Slaughtering  is  not  done  here,  and  I 
did  not  know  that  it  was  done  in  the  Peninsula  at  all.  I  thought  it  was  done  about 
Piquetberg  or  Beaufort  West.  If  not,  and  it  is  known  that  combination  in 
that  line  is  necessary  for  the  public  good,  I  certainly  would  not  say 
that  Cape  Town  would  not  benefit  by  it.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  Cape  Town  is 
going  to  benefit  in  the  matter  of  drainage  more  especially,  and  also  in  connection  with 
lighting  and  matters  of  that  kind,  upon  which  Cape  Town  has  already  pledged  itself 
to  a  very  large  extent. 

12536.  But  speaking  broadly,  there  would  be  considerable  advantage  to  be  derived 
by  Cape  Town  from  joining  with  other  Municipalities  ? — On  many  of  the  tilings  that 
you  have  mentioned  there  would  be.  But,  if  you  began  with  a  Board  such  as  I  have 
already  suggested,  you  would  find  that  as  time  went  on  the  possibility  of  closer 
amalgamation  might  grow  stronger. 

12537.  But  do  you  not  think  that  the  longer  you  put  off  such  an  amalgamation 
the  more  difficult  it  will  be  to  bring  it  about  ? — On  the  large  matters  of  which  I  have 
spoken  I  agree  with  you. 

12538.  In  bringing  about  such  a  combination  as  that,  it  would  not  be  wise  to  set 
about  it  by  amalgamating  and  absorbing  all  the  other  Municipalities  into  Cape  Town 
without  some  reconstruction  of  the  preseut  Council  to  give  a  fair  representation  on  it 
of  all  the  other  areas  ? — Yes,  there  should  be  some  kind  of  Ward  representation,  but 
until  one  goes  thoroughly  into  the  working  out  of  the  details  of  such  a  scheme  one  oan 
scarcely  say  what  is  required. 

12539.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  you  were  about  to  make  a  practical  working 
scheme  that  would  be  accepted  by  Cape  Town  and  other  Municipalities  Cape  Town 
should  be  part  of  some  reconstructed  Council,  of  course  taking  some  of  the  form  and 
material  as  you  have  got  it  in  Cape  Town,  as  a  basis  upon  which  to  build  ?  —  You 
mean  by  increasing  the  size  of  the  Council  ? 

12540.  Both  by  increasing  its  size  and  powers  and  the  manner  of  representation  ? 
— There  would  seem  to  be  no  harm  in  it.  1  would  not  object  to  its  being  increased. 

12541.  In  such  a  reconstruction,  do  you  think  that  Cape  Town  has  anything  really 
to  fear,  seeing  that  it  has  already  got  its  machinery — its  specialised  departments — in 
more  or  less  working  order  ? — If  the  representation  is  preserved  Cape  Town  has 
nothing  to  fear. 

12542.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  has  everything  to  expeot? — Exoept  in  the 
matters  I  have  mentioned.  The  questions  of  Public  Health  and  similar  matters  are 
really  the  only  ones  in  which  it  has  much  to  expect. 

12543.  Do  you  not  think  that  what  has  frightened  many  of  the  people  upon  this 
matter  of  amalgamation  is  simply  the  details  of  adjustment,  which  can  be  easily 
arranged  ? — If  I  had  any  scheme  or  suggestion  as  to  what  adjustment  ought  to 
be  made,  I  could  speak  more  freely,  but  as  far  as  I  can  see  I  am  doubtful  as  to  how  you 
can  adjust  them.  For  instance,  how  are  you  to  adjust  the  value  of  the  waterworks  and 
of  the  sewerage  ? 

12544.  I  think  you  will  find  that  Mr.  Ghirney  will  be  able  to  formulate  a  scheme 
of  adjustment  for  public  works  completed  Y — If  I  could  be  shown  a  scheme  in  which  Cape 
Town’s  rights  are  to  be  preserved,  and  that  it  does  not  lose  control  over  anything  that 
it  has  laboured  for  so  hard,  then  I  would  not  object  to  amalgamation,  but  I  should 
jealously  guard  the  rights  of  the  town. 

12545.  Then  if  the  Commission  were  to  formulate  a  scheme  which  would  safe¬ 
guard  all  the  rights  of  the  various  Municipalities  and  combine  them  into  one  strong 
local  authority,  you  would  support  it  ? — I  do  not  see  anything  against  it,  but  I  would 
first  want  to  know  how  it  was  to  be  done. 

12546.  You  would  consider  that  it  would  be  a  very  desirable  thing  ? — I  would 
not  object  in  the  slightest  if  there  are  benefits  to  be  obtained  from  amalgamation. 

12547.  There  would  have  to  be  some  amount  of  give  and  take,  but  if  a  scheme 
were  formed  to  meet  these  points  would  you  support  it  ? — I  do  not  know  what  the 
scheme  would  be,  but  I  would  undoubtedly  support  it  if  it  were  to  meet  those  points. 

12548.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  You  think  that  the  suburban  Municipalities  would  object 
to  coming  into  a  combination  with  Cape  Town  owing  to  the  difference  in  debt  per 
capita,  but  do  you  not  agree  with  Mr.  Ball  on  the  point  of  the  extra  assets  of  Cape 
Town  equalising  matters  ? — There  is  a  broad  principle  that  it  costs  more  to  keep  up  a 
town  than  it  does  to  keep  up  the  country. 


Mr. 

Georye  Smart. 

16th  June,  1902. 
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ttr.  ]  2549.  You  spoke  about  the  cost  of  the  upkeep  of  the  roads  in  the  town,  but  is 

0  that  not  compensated  for  by  the  greater  value  of  the  houses  running  alongside  those 

:h  June.  190:2.  roads  ? — But  would  the  country  people  look  at  it  in  that  light?  Would  they  not 

object  to  seeing  then-  money  used  on  Cape  Town  roads  ? 

12550.  Supposing  that  the  same  rates  were  being  paid  in  the  suburbs  as  in 
Cape  Town,  would  it  not  be  a  fair  argument  to  use  to  any  suburban  ratepayer  who 

grumbled,  that  the  road  passing  his  house  cost  as  much  to  keep  up  in  proportion  to 

the  value  of  his  house,  as  the  road  in  town  costs  in  proportion  to  the  values  of  the 
houses  which  it  passed  ? — I  do  not  see  that  that  quite  applies.  Take  the  case  of  the 
suburban  house  which  is  not  on  the  main  road. 

12551.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  same  applies  to  every  sort  of  road.  You  spoke 
about  the  heavy  traffic  in  the  town,  not  the  traffic  which  came  from  the  country  but 
the  traffic  passing  from  warehouse  to  warehouse,  is  that  not  all  paid  for  out  of  the 
increased  valuation  of  the  town’s  properties  ? — The  only  way  that  I  see  to  meet  the 
contention  that  I  have  raised  would  be  the  spending  of  the  rates  raised  in  a  certain 
area  upon  that  area. 

12552.  I  am  trying  to  go  further  than  that,  and  to  shew  that  there  is  not  neces¬ 
sarily  any  inequality  ? — I  cannot  see  how  you  can  get  away  from  it.  If  you  only 
knew  what  it  costs  to  keep  up  a  road  like  the  Dock  Boad  in  Cape  Town,  it  would 
astonish  you. 

12553.  But  the  property  running  alongside  the  road  in  the  towns  brings  in 
an  immensely  larger  revenue  than  the  properties  alongside  the  country  roads? — Is  the 
country  ratepayer  going  to  consider  that  ?  Even  in  the  outskirts  of  Cape  Town  itself 
you  hear  the  complaint  that  a  large  amount  of  the  public  money  is  spent  in  the  centre 
of  the  town.  But  if  you  have  roads  in  the  centre  of  the  town  which  have  much  more 
traffic  upon  them  than  in  the  outskirts,  you  have  to  spend  more  money  upon  them  than 
upon  the  outside  roa  ds. 

12554.  Then,  if  in  an  amalgamated  Municipality  you  had  a  system  of  differential 
rating  for  the  various  areas,  there  would  not  be  the  difficulties  which  you  now  antici¬ 
pate  ? — If  you  had  a  differential  rating  system,  you  would  also  have  to  spend  the 
money  you  raised  in  the  suburbs  upon  the  suburbs  and  not  upon  Cape  Town. 

12555.  The  rating  of  an  area  would  be  based  upon  the  estimated  expenditure 
upon  that  area.  It  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  every  penny  would  have  o  be 
carefully  set  aside  and  spent  upon  the  area  in  which  it  was  raised? — Teat  would  meet 
the  case,  although  in  regard  to  the  undertaking  of  la' ge  works  in  the  suburbs  the 
present  system  of  a  maximum  rate  might  affect  things.  For  instance,  in  Cape  Town 
the  maximum  rate  is  4d.  in  the  £.  You  frequently  hear  people  saying,  “  Why  do  not 
the  Town  Council  put  on  another  penny  in  the  £  and  get  things  done  ?  ”  They  do 
not  know  that  the  Council  has  not  the  power  to  go  beyond  4d.  in  the  £.  But  if  you 
say  distinctly,  and  can  show  it  to  the  ratepayers  of  the  suburbs  that  they  will  not  be 
put  to  additional  expense  for  works  done  in  Cape  Town,  I  should  consider  that  they 
would  be  satisfied. 

12556.  You  say  that  Sea  Point  would  object  to  amalgamation  with  Cape  Town 
and  that  Woodstock  would  object  to  amalgamation  with  Cape  Town ;  do  you  think 
that  these  objections  would  still  be  made  if  there  was  a  general  amalgamation  applied 
to  all  the  Municipalities  ? — If  you  clear  away  the  impression  that  they  would  have  to 
pay  for  the  upkeep  of  Cape  Town  you  will  have  done  a  good  work  and  have  made  a  great 
stride  in  the  direction  of  amalgamation. 

12557.  You  said  that  the  small  men  were  good  enough  for  the  small  work  of  the 
Municipalities,  and  you  also  mentioned  that  when  big  works  were  on  hand  big  men — 
that  is  men  of  large  business  experience  and  other  qualifications — were  generally  avail¬ 
able,  but  how  would  you  get  these  big  men  if  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Works 
empowered  to  do  the  large  things  had  to  be  elected  from  the  Councils  of  the  small 
Municipalities  ? — I  believe  that  if  the  bigger  man  knew  that  he  was  required  to  go 
through  the  smaller  Council  before  being  placed  upon  the  bigger  Board  he  would  do  it. 
I  have  sufficient  confidence  in  the  desire  of  the  people  resident  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  Cape  Peninsula  to  say  that  they  are  determined  to  have  the  very  best  system 
of  government  that  it  is  possible  to  get,  and  that  they  are  determined  to  make  some 
sacrifices  to  obtain  it.  We  all  recognise  that  Cape  Town,  from  its  geographical 
position,  must  be  a  place  of  importance,  and  we  also  recognise  that,  provided  we  have 
proper  drainage  and  sanitation  in  the  town,  it  can  be  made  one  of  the  healthiest  cities 
in  the  world.  I  am  quite  convinced  that  when  the  opportunity  is  given  to  these 
people  they  will  rise  to  the  occasion. 

12558.  Then  you  consider  that  if  the  people  of,  say,  Wynberg,  knew  that  in 
electing  their  Councillors  they  were  electing  some  members  to  the  Cape  Peninsula- 
governing  body  they  would  be  more  likely  to  take  a  keen  interest  than  if  they  only 
had  before  them  the  election  of  their  own  Municipal  Council  ? — That  is  so. 
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12559.  I  do  not  see  why  you  do  not  agree  with  Mr  Ball’s  statement  that,  although  George  Smart 
Cape  Town  has  a  heavier  debt  per  capita,  its  assets  more  than  make  up  the  difference  ? 

— I  do  not  disagree  with  that  statement,  but  I  want  to  point  out  that  it  does  not  cover  16ttl  June>  1902 

the  whole  of  the  difficulty.  It  is  quite  true  that  Cape  Town  does  possess  these  great 

assets. 

12560.  And  therefore,  proportionately,  Cape  Town  has  not  such  liabilities  for  the 
future  as  these  local  Municipalities  which  have  not  yet  even  drainage  or  a  proper  water 
supply.  They  have  an  indefinite  liability  for  the  carrying  out  of  these  works  ? — Of 
course  you  must  not  forget  that  in  the  eyes  of  most  of  the  people  in  the  country  the 
very  iniefiniteness  of  the  future  liability  is  an  advantage.  It  has  always  been  so  in 
every  place  that  I  know  of ;  the  people  are  always  going  to  do  things  so  cheaply.  In 
the  suburbs  they  were  going  to  get  water  from  French  Hoek  so  very  much  cheaper  than 
Cape  Town  could  get  it. 

12561.  Dr.  Anderson .]  Do  not  you  think  that  it  would  be  a  very  dangerous 
experiment  to  give  unlimited  power  to  this  Board  which  you  propose  should  deal  with 
the  larger  matters  in  the  suburbs,  seeing  that  the  Board  is  to  be  elected  by  the  Muni¬ 
cipal  Counoils  from  amongst  their  own  members  ?  How  are  you  to  control  their 
action  ?  They  have  no  constituents  to  be  answerable  to  ? — You  must  not  forget  that 
although  elected  to  this  Central  Board  a  man  does  not  get  away  from  his  constituents 
for  long.  His  seat  becomes  vacant  when  his  term  of  office  on  the  Municipal  Council 
expires,  and  then  he  must  go  and  give  an  account  of  himself. 

12562.  But,  in  the  meantime,  the  Board  may  have  spent  a  great  deal  of  money  ? 

—I  would  trust  them.  I  know  that  when  I  was  on  the  Cape  Town  Council,  we  had 
tremendous  powers  and  might  have  wasted  a  lot  of  money. 

12563.  But  you  had  not  to  forget  that  you  had  to  return  to  your  constituents  ? — 

The  members  of  this  Board  will  have  to  do  just  the  same.  Although  elected  from  the 
smaller  Councils  they  must  go  back  to  the  ratepayers  when  their  term  of  office  has 
expired.  Their  power  is  really  derived  from  the  ratepayers. 

12564.  But  would  not  the  plea  of  these  members  be  that  they  were  sent  to  the 
Board  by  the  members  of  the  Municipal  Council  and  not  by  the  ratepayers  ? — Every 
member  of  these  Councils  will  have  stood  before  his  constituents  in  the  sense  of  being 
eligible  for  membership  on  the  larger  Board. 

12565.  You  seem  to  have  a  great  desire,  in  your  remarks  upon  amalgamation,  to 
keep  Cape  Town  intact,  but  are  not  the  boundaries  of  the  town  at  present  very  artifi¬ 
cial  ones  ? — Yes  ;  I  said  that  they  wanted  better  definition. 

12566.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  a  gain  to  the  position  of  Cape  Town  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world  in  the  matter  of  prestige,  if  there  was  an  amalgamation  with  the 
suburban  Municipalities  ? — The  best  gain  to  Cape  Town  and  suburbs  in  that  direction 
would  be  for  them  to  be  able  to  say  that  their  death-rate  was  the  lowest  in  the  world. 

12567.  Dr.  Gregory. ~\  You  have  not  been  able  to  show  that  yet  ? — We  are  getting  on. 

12568.  Mr.  Gurney .]  The  inclusion  of  the  suburbs  would  help  Cape  Town  in  that 
direction  ? — Perhaps. 

12569.  Dr.  Anderson.~\  Therefore,  it  is  very  necessary  for  Cape  Town  that  there 
should  be  some  amalgamation  ?  —Yes,  I  think  so  in  those  respects. 

12570.  Health  matters  will  be  far  better  dealt  with  by  a  big  Board  than  by  a 
number  of  small  separate  Municipalities  ? — Yes,  the  question  of  contagious  and 
infectious  diseases  might  be  better  dealt  with  by  a  larger  Board. 

12571.  They  could  be  better  dealt  with  by  officers  devoting  their  whole  time  to 
the  work  ? — Yes,  but  you  might  do  it  with  the  present  Municipalities  still  existing  as 
Wards.  You  need  not  do  away  with  the  Municipalities  as  they  now  are  if  the}'  were 
only  treated,  for  those  purposes,  as  Wards  of  a  larger  Board. 

12572.  If  you  bad  a  large  Municipality  for  all  purposes,  with  a  system  of  Wards, 
would  not  things  be  done  better? — If  you  had  Ward  Committees  it  would  practically 
come  to  the  same  thing. 

12573.  But  you  would  have  only  one  set  of  officials  ? — If  you  had  Ward  Com¬ 
mittees  elected  by  the  ratepayers  of  the  particular  Wards  whose  duty  it  was  to  con¬ 
fine  their  operations  within  their  respective  Wards,  I  would  be  satisfied.  I  mean 
that  you  should  change  the  present  Councils  into  Wards  of  one  larger  body,  but 
should  not  too  closely  combine  them.  Each  Ward  should  look  after  its  own  particular 
work. 

12574.  Probably  in  the  event  of  an  amalgamation  into  one  large  Municipality  of, 
say,  50  members,  Cape  Town  would  be  divided  into,  perhaps,  six  Wards,  and  all  the 
other  Municipalities  would  have  Wards,  the  members  elected  for  each  Ward  being 
constituted  a  Committee  to  deal  with  their  own  local  matters  ?— It  all  comes  back 
to  the  question  of  expenditure.  If  you  can  show  the  people  that  the  money  obtained 
as  rates  in  their  areas  is  spent  upon  those  areas  you  will  have,  largely,  solved  the 
difficulty, 
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12575,  If  that  can  be  arranged,  and  I  think  you  will  find  that  it  can,  do  not  you 
think  that  this  large  Municipality  would  do  more  efficient  work  as  it  would  do  away 
witli  considerable  friction,  which  now  results  from  the  multiplicity  of  governing 
bodies  ?— It  might,  but  this  is  a  big  experiment  which  you  propose — the  doing  away 
with  all  the  Municipal  bodies. 

12576.  Chairman. ~\  I  think  your  evidence  amounts  to  this,  that  you  would  like  to 
see  this  Board  set  up  as  a  sort  of  modus  vivendi,  not  that  you  have  such  a  profound 
faith  in  its  ability  to  grapple  with  the  problems  now  facing  the  Peninsula  ? — I  do  not 
think  you  are  quite  right.  I  have  a  profound  faith  in  the  absolute  necessity  of  some 
such  body  to  do  the  work. 

12577.  As  against  a  large  Municipal  Council? — That  is  quite  another  question. 

12578.  You  suggested  the  idea  of  a  Board  separate  from  the  Municipalities,  not 
because  it  has  any  particular  superior  excellence  in  itself,  but  because  you  are  afraid 
that  an  amalgamation  of  the  various  Municipalities  will  not  work  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 


TUESDAY,  17th  JUNE,  1902, 

Present  : 

Hon.  Sir  W,  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory.  Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson.  Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E  It.  de  Villiers. 

Mr.  Robert  Paul  Loftus  Wahl  and  Mr.  William  Thomas  Olive ,  M.I.C.E.,  examined. 

12579.  Chairman.']  Will  you  kindly  give  your  full  name,  Mr.  Wahl  ? — Robert 
Paul  Loftus  Wahl. 

12580.  You  are  an  attorney  practising  in  Cape  Town,  and  you  appear  here  on 
behalf  of  the  Marine  Suburbs  Company,  Limited  ? — Yes. 

12581.  And  will  you  please  give  us  your  full  name,  Mr.  Olive  ? — William 
Thomas  Olive. 

12582.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Institute  of  Civil  Engineers,  are  you  not  ? — Yes. 

12583.  And  you  appear  here  as  the  Engineer  of  the  Marine  Suburbs  Company, 
Limited  ? — Yes. 

[From  this  stage  Mr.  Wahl  answered  most  of  the  questions.] 

12584.  Mr.  Wahl,  with  reference  to  your  estate  at  Camps  Bay,  the  first  clause  of 
our  Commission  reads  as  follows :  “  To  consider  and  report  on  the  adequacy  or  other¬ 

wise  of  the  water  supply,  drainage,  sewerage  and  lighting  systems  of  the  following 
Municipalities  of  the  Cape  Peninsula,  namely  :  Cape  Town,  Sea  Point,  Woodstock, 
Maitland,  Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  Claremont,  Wynberg,  Kalk  Bay  and  Simonstown, 
and  also  for  the  inhabitants  of  Camps  Bay  ;  both  in  regard  to  their  present  population 
and  probable  population  in  the  near  future.”  That  clause  indicates  the  matters  on 
which  we  have  to  make  recommendations  with  reference  to  the  area  of  “  Camps  Bay,” 
which  area  is  the  property  of  the  Cape  Marine  Suburbs,  Limited,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  that 
is  so. 

12585.  Will  you  kindly  just  tell  us  simply  the  history  of  that  Company  from  a 
public  point  of  view  ? — Yes.  Camps  Bay  had  been  split  up  to  a  certain  extent,  and 
the  land  had  come  into  the  hands  of  a  fair  number  of  people  who  had  small  houses 
there,  where  they  were  in  the  habit  of  spending  a  few  weeks,  or  months,  during  the 
hot  time  of  the  year.  In  other  respects,  the  chief  owner  there,  Mr.  Mills,  did  not  want 
to  part  with  the  land.  It  struck  a  certain  number  of  people,  not  only  in  Camps  Bay, 
but  also  in  Cape  Town,  that,  if  Camps  Bay  could  only  be  connected  with  Cape  Town, 
by  means  of  rail  or  tram  communication,  and  had  certain  facilities  in  that  way,  it  would 
be  an  ideal  watering  place.  And,  accordingly,  they  formed  themselves  into  a  syndicate, 
known  as  the  “  Mills  Syndicate,  Limited.”  This  syndicate  applied  to  Parliament  for 
power  to  build  a  tramway,  known  as  the  “  Camps  Bay  Tramway  ”  now.  The  necessary 
authority  was  duly  granted  to  them  by  Act  No.  34  of  1899.  Then  certain  other 
gentlemen,  together  with  the  Mills  Syndicate  people,  finding  that  the  development  of 
the  property,  as  a  watering  place,  would  be  an  accomplished  fact  in  the  near  future, 
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thought  that  it  would  be  wise  to  obtain  possession  of  land  there,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  township.  They  accordingly  acquired  the  land  by  purchase,  and  they 
paid  what  was  then  considered  rather  high  prices  for  it.  They  acquired  the  whole  of 
the  area  to  the  seaward  side  of  the  Round  House  Gorge. 

12586.  What  is  the  extent  of  this  area  ? — It  was  thought  advisable  to  obtain  an 
amended  title,  so  as  to  have  the  area  properly  defined  ;  the  necessary  steps  were  taken 
and  an  amended  title  was  obtained  for  what  is  called  “  New  Brighton.”  The  area  of 
that  is  489  morgen  and  596  roods. 

12587.  And  that  property  adjoins  the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town  ? — A  very  small 
piece  indeed  ;  at  one  spot  it  extends  to  the  opposite  bank,  a  little  beyond  what  is  known 
as  the  “  Round  House  Gorge,”  and  that  portion  falls  within  the  Municipality  of  Cape 
Town.  But,  with  the  exception  of  that  very  small  strip  of  land,  the  boundary  of  the 
estate  is  common  with  the  boundary  of  Cape  Town  Municipality. 

12588.  You  don’t  march  with  the  Municipality  of  Sea  Point,  in  any  way  ? — No  ; 
with  Cape  Town,  and  on  the  side  of  the  mountain,  along  the  slopes  of  Table  Mountain, 
we  march  with  Cape  Town  again. 

12589.  And  to  the  southwards  ? — Southwards  is  again  our  own  ground.  Oude- 
kraal  is  that  portion  of  land  between  the  Twelve  Apostles  and  the  sea,  extending  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  “  New  Brighton  estate”  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Little 
Lion’s  Head,  near  Hout  Bay  road.  This  area  is  about  599  morgen,  I  think,  and  is 
also  under  the  ownership  of  the  Company. 

12590.  So  that  you  have  about  1,000  morgen? — Over  1,000  morgen,  and,  of 
course,  the  real  surface  area  would  be  considerably  more,  surveyors’  measurements  being 
taken  on  the  straight  line. 

12591.  That  is  the  area  described  as  “  Papendorp  and  Woodstock”  on  this  map  ? 
— Yes  ;  that  is  for  electoral  purposes. 

12592.  According  to  the  Surveyor-General,  the  total  area  of  Papendorp  and 
Woodstock  is  2,300  morgen,  and  you  represent  it,  now,  as  a  little  over  1,000  morgen  ? 
— Yes,  but  Cape  Towd  has  more  mountain  ground,  and  possibly  the  Surveyor-General 
may  have  included  in  that  the  actual  precipices  which  do  not  belong  to  us. 

12593.  Your  property  being  more  on  the  low  lands  ? — Well,  our  property  goes 
up  to  the  crags,  but  not  on  to  the  unclimbable  part. 

12594.  That  accounts  for  the  difference  in  extent  ? — I  suppose  so.  Inside  the 
Camps  Bay  area,  the  Camps  Bay  hotel  does  not  belong  to  us.  And  inside  the  Oude- 
kraal  area,  there  is  a  small  piece  of  ground — about  two  morgen — which  belongs  to  the 
Cape  Divisional  Council.  It  is  called  “  Hottentots  Huisje,”  and  that  does  not  belong 
to  us. 

12595.  When  did  you  obtain  transfer  of  this  property  ? — The  amended 
title  was  only  taken  out  within  the  last  few  months ;  but,  with  regard  to  Oudekraal,  I 
have  not  got  the  details  here. 

12596.  Your  interest  would  date  to  very  shortly  before  the  time  when  3  ou 
introduced  that  Tramway  Bill  into  Parliament? — Yes,  from  that  time,  because  it  was 
not  brought  into  one  hand  until  within  the  last  couple  of  3’ears.  At  the  time,  really, 
if  was  still  in  the  hands,  partly,  of  the  separate  owners. 

12597.  To  what  extent  have  }rou  subdivided  the  property  for  building  lots  ? — As 
yet,  we  have  not  parted  with  a  single  foot  of  land. 

12598.  Has  it  been  surveyed? — Very  carefully  surveyed,  and  a  number  of  plans 
have  been  prepared — I  believe  no  less  than  five  in  all. 

12599.  For  the  purpose  of  its  subdivision  ? — Yes  ;  the  great  object  is  to  preserve 
the  natural  beauties  of  the  spot,  as  far  as  the  laying  out  of  the  township  is  concerned. 
The  idea  is  not  in  the  least  to  destroy  the  natural  beauties  of  the  place. 

12600.  You  wish  to  lay  it  out  so  as  to  preserve  the  natural  lines,  as  far  as 
possible? — Yes,  and  our  object  is  to  try  and  make  the  most  of  it,  and  these  plans  have 
been  prepared  specially  with  that  view.  The  plans  will  contain  all  directions  which 
are  advisable  to  be  laid  down  in  regard  to  any  land  sold.  But  in  no  case  will  any 
road,  on  any  of  these  plans,  be  less  than  40  feet  wide.  Mr.  Ball  made  a  point  of  the 
question  of  roads,  not  being  the  proper  width  in  some  places,  and  we  quite  agree  with 
him  that  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  allow  narrow  streets. 

12601.  Do  you  propose  to  restrict  the  future  owners  in  respect  of  any  subdivision 
of  the  lots  sold  to  them  ? — I  think  not ;  the  lots  would  be  of  a  size  that  a  man  would 
require  for  a  decent  class  of  house.  It  is  not  proposed  to  allow  other  than  a  decent 
class  of  house. 

12602.  Then  you  do  propose  to  restrict  any  future  subdivision  of  the  lots  ? — 
Possibly  not,  as  regards  the  subdivision ;  but  as  regards  the  building,  I  think,  the  same 
•condition  as  that  imposed  in  the  case  of  the  Oranjezicht  estate  would  be  insisted  upon, 
namely,  that  they  could  not  put  more  than  one  house  on  any  one  plot.  No  terraces 
will  be  allowed.  I  believe  that  condition  will  be  insisted  upon. 
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v  :MS  .  t,  12603.  That  restriction,  then,  will  be  imposed? — Yes. 

12604.  And  you  cousider  that  an  advisable  restriction,  in  order  to  preserve  the 
T  ,  amenity  of  the  place  ? — Oh  yes.  It  is  far  better,  from  a  Municipal  point  of  view,  not 
to  have  those  row  of  terraces,  because  in  the  case  of  fire  the  risks  are  so  much  greater 
where  you  have  those  terraces. 

12605  Have  you  formed  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  these  lots  that  are  likely 
to  be  bui:t  upon? — Well,  it  will  certainly  ruu  into  between  4,000  and  5,000,  I  believe. 

12006.  Each  would  be  roughly  about  half  an  acre? — Yes;  the  lots  would  be  of 
the  usual  size  of  lots  lately  sold  elsewhere. 

12607.  Dr.  Gregor//.']  About  90  feet  by  50  feet? — About  100  feet  by  50  feet. 
Of  course,  in  a  great  many  cases,  it  would  be  more.  The  idea  is  not  merely  to  cut  up 
the  place,  but  to  study  the  natural  features  of  the  place,  in  so  doing ;  and  the  conse¬ 
quence  would  be  that  a  great  number  of  the  plots  would  be  larger  thau  100  by  50. 

1260S.  Chairman .]  Then,  approximately,  we  may  say  that  the  number  of 
houses  in  this  area  would  not  exceed  4,000  or  5,000  ? — No ;  but  it  would  be  many 
years  before  the  number  would  reach  even  that.  • 

12609.  It  is  not  likely  to  exceed  that  number  within  the  near  future  ? — Certainly 

not. 

12610.  Now,  for  purposes  of  local  government,  what  is  contemplated  by  your 
Company? — Well,  the  Company  had  contemplated  applying  for  a  separate  Municipality 
at  the  time  when  this  Commission  was  appointed,  Beally,  only  since  the  appointment 
of  this  Commission  has  the  question  been  raised  into  prominence.  The  owners  con¬ 
sidered  there  would  be  no  trouble  in  obtaining  a  proclamation  and  establishing  it  a 
separate  Municipalirjq  and  they  are  extremely  anxious  not  to  be  handicapped,  at  first, 
by  the  debts  of  other  places.  These  debts  have  been  incurred  by  those  particular 
places,  and  the  money  has  been  spent  for  their  benefit  entirely.  And,  above  all,  the 
owners  of  this  property  consider  (it  might  be  a  conceited  idea)  that  they  would  be  far 
better  able  to  attend  to  their  own  affairs,  especially  having  the  time  to  devote  to  them 
and  hoping  to  have  the  money  too,  than  a  Municipality,  having  the  control  of  a  much 
larger  area,  with  no  special  interest  in  this  particular  place.  They  further  con¬ 
sider  that  it  requires  a  constant  hand  and  an  ever  watchful  eye  to  attend  to  the  needs 
of  the  place  in  its  development,  and  in  making  it  an  ideal  watering  place. 

12611.  And  quite  lately  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  have  given  notice  of  a  Bill, 
to  be  introduced  into  Parliament  for  certain  amendments  in  their  Act  of  Incorporation, 
and  this  Bill  makes  provision  for  including  this  area,  at  Camps  Bay,  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town  ? — That  is  so  ;  notice  has  been  given  of  this  Bill, 
of  which  I  produced  a  copy  the  other  day.  According  to  the  evidence  which  Mr. 
Ball  gave  the  other  day  it  seems  that  the  Bill  was  drawn  up  in  a  great  hurry  ;  in  fact,  he 
admitted  that  the  Bill  as  it  stands  is  very  bald  indeed.  It  simply  provides  for 
bringing  this  area  in  under  the  jurisdiction  cf  the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town,  and 
there  is  not  a  solitary  word  or  even  a  line  in  the  Bill  making  provision  for  the  place 
itself  or  safeguarding  the  inhabitants  there.  In  fact,  it  appears  that  the  Bill  was 
simply  considered  by  a  certain  Committee  of  the  Council,  or  by  its  officials,  and  that 
the  Council  as  a  body  did  not  discuss  the  matter  beforehand  at  all  The  notice  of 
intention  was  given  by  a  separate  Committee,  and  the  Council  as  a  whole  never 
resolved  to  give  notice  of  their  intention  to  introduce  such  a  Bill. 

12612.  Since  that  time,  have  you  been  able  to  reflect  on  these  two  points: 
whether  you  consider  it  still  advisable  to  proceed  in  the  direction  of  having  a  separate 
Municipality  there,  or  have  you  been  able  to  contemplate  any  provisions  under  which 
you  would  care  to  agree  to  the  incorporation  of  this  area  within  the  Municipality  of 
Cape  Town,  and  so  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  promoters  of  this  Company  ? — 
Well,  as  far  as  my  own  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  the  Board  goes, 
and  as  far  as  my  instruction  in  the  matter  goes,  they  still  feel  very  strongly 
that  it  would  be  fatal  to  them  as  property  owners,  and  to  the  place 
itself,  to  be  brought  under  the  control  of  a  body  such  as  the  Cape  Town  Municipality. 
The  members  of  the  Cape  Town  Council  have,  at  least,  as  much  work  to  do  as  their 
time  could  possibly  allow  them  to  take  in  hand.  And  the  Company  consider  that 
Camps  Bay  will  be  lost  sight  of  if  brought  in  under  Cape  Town.  Considerable  attention 
lias  been  given  to  the  question  of  Municipal  Government  generally,  and  especially  in 
consequence  of  the  appointment  of  this  Commission,  much  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  subject.  And  it  is  generally  felt  that  while  on  certain  large  matters,  such  as  a 
general  water  supply  for  the  Peninsula,  and  questions  affecting  the  public  health,  com¬ 
bined  action  and  management  certainly  would  be  advisable,  and  for  which  a  general 
board  might  be  established,  yet,  as  regards  other  local  Municipal  matters,  the  feeling 
is  very  strong  that  it  would  be  a  very  great  mistake  to  take  those  matters,  which  are 
purely  of  local  interest,  out  of  the  hands  of  the  local  people.  The  position 
'  he  Company  takes  up  is  this :  if  the  Commission  were  to  recommend,  for  example, 
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that  all  the  Municipalities  should  be  amalgamated  into  one  body,  then  of  course  we  would  ^  Messrs^  ^  ^ 
have  to  come  into  the  same  amalgamated  Municipality,  in  the  same  way  as  everybody  l'  ‘anj  a ' 
else,  although  we  do  not  think  that  that  step  is  likely  to  be  adopted,  as  regards  all  w.  T.  Olive. 

Municipal  matters,  but  that  probably  something  in  the  nature  of  a  Water  Board  would  - - 

be  established  for  looking  after  water,  drainage,  and  things  of  that  kind.  We  think  une’  9 
that,  outside  those  larger  matters,  each  Municipality  may  be  left  to  look  after  its  own 
local  affairs.  If  that  were  done  then  we  should  not  like  to  be  in  a  woi’se  position  than 
these  separate  Municipalities.  If  they  are  allowed  to  manage  their  own  affairs,  then 
we  say  we  should,  at  least,  be  placed  in  as  favourable  a  position  as  they. 

12613.  Of  course  the  Commission  has  not  yet  formulated  its  views,  but  suppose 
we  advance  on  the  assumption  that  there  will  be  something  in  the  nature  of  a  general 
amalgamation  of  the  whole  of  the  Municipalities  in  the  Peninsula,  under  what  con¬ 
ditions  would  your  Company  then  be  prepared  to  come  iu  ? — Well,  practically,  as  far 
as  I  can  speak  without  having  any  special  instructions  in  the  matter,  I  think  ou  the  same 
conditions  as  all  the  other  suburban  Municipalities. 

12614.  That  is  to  say,  special  representation  as  a  ward  ? — Yes,  whatever  it  may  be. 

12615.  And  now,  having  in  view  your  present  undeveloped  condition,  and  the 
inexpediency  of  rating  your  area  up  to  the  rating  level  of  a  better  developed  area,  like 
that  of  Cape  Town,  would  you  require  some  such  condition  as  that  of  differential 
rating  being  applied  to  your  area,  in  the  meantime,  at  all  events  ? — Yes  ;  there  would 
bo  distinct  difficulties,  of  course.  Our  great  objection  is,  not  so  much  the  amount  of 
the  rating,  because  we  consider  the  undeveloped  stage  a  distinct  disadvantage,  and  it 
will  be  worth  the  while  of  the  Company  and  of  the  ratepayers  not  to  be  niggardly  in 
the  payment  of  rates  for  the  development  of  the  place,  but  to  see  that  things  are  pro¬ 
perly  done  in  the  first  instance. 

12616.  Then  you  mean  that  you  would  wish  a  clause  to  be  inserted  in  any  such 
Act,  providing  that  rates  raised  in  a  particular  area,  or  loans  raised  for  a  particular 
area,  should  be  appropriated  to  the  development  of  that  area? — Yes,  subject,  of  course, 
to  such  things  as  a  general  water  scheme,  &c.,  where  we  would,  iu  all  probability,  pay 
according  to  the  amount  consumed. 

12617.  With  the  proviso  just  now  suggested  by  Mr.  Gurney,  that  your  share  of 
local  revenue  would  be  subjected  to  certain  deductions  for  general  administration  ? — 

Oh,  yes  ;  in  proportion,  of  course,  to  what  the  other  areas  would  have  to  contribute. 

12618.  Is  there  any  other  special  provision  that  you  would  like  to  see  introdu  ed 
into  such  an  Act  ? — It  is  difficult,  of  course,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  me  to  say  now.  I 
daresay  the  members  of  this  Commission,  after  the  amount  of  attention  they  have  given 
to  these  subjects,  have,  more  or  less,  some  idea  of  what  they  are  going  to  propose  as 
the  best  means  of  solving  the  difficult  problems. 

12619.  Would  you  give  the  governing  body  the  power  to  prevent  any  further 
subdivision  of  land  ?— I  think,  generally,  such  a  governing  body  should  rather  have 
the  power  of  vetoing,  as  a  conspicuous  feature,  than  that  it  should  take  the  initiative 
in  such  matters.  Generally  speaking,  the  object  of  the  governing  body  ought  rather 
to  be  to  keep  a  controlling  hand  over  the  local  areas,  and  to  be  able  to  veto  a  proposal 
on  the  part  of  any  of  the  local  areas  which  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  governing  body, 
be  inadvisable  to  allow.  But  if  it  merely  concerns  the  people  of  a  particular  area  and 
cannot  be  substantially  objected  to,  then  the  people  of  that  area  ought  to  be  able  to  go 
in  for  improvements,  or  for  supplying  special  wants,  so  long  as  they  are  willing  to  tax 
themselves  to  meet  the  expenditure  in  connection  with  it. 

T2620.  Your  population  at  the  present  time  is  very  small,  is  it  not  ? — Yes  ;  I  am 
sorry  I  cannot  speak  definitely  on  the  point.  The  Government,  I  believe,  are  pre¬ 
paring  a  rough  census  of  the  Cape  Peninsula,  and  I  have  been  asked  by  Mr.  Dale  of 
the  Colonial  Office  to  prepare  certain  information  for  him  in  that  connection. 

12621.  The  population  is  very  small,  we  may  take  it,  for  the  object  of  this  Com¬ 
mission  ? — The  population  is  very  small  at  the  present  time. 

12622.  That  seems  to  point  to  the  fact  that  you  can  scarcely  be  rated  as  a  ward  by 
the  governing  body  on  the  same  terms  as  a  highly-populated  ward? — Well,  it  is 
rather  this :  it  may  be  like  the  fairy  wand.  One  day  you  may  only  have  a  few  rate¬ 
payers,  but  the  day  after  you  may  sell  and  so  secure  many. 

12623.  What  provision  would  you  propose  to  introduce  to  safeguard  that  con¬ 
tingent  interest  ?  Suppose  at  the  time  the  Bill  became  law  you  had  a  limited  popula¬ 
tion  of,  say,  250  or  300,  and  you  wished  to  provide  for  possible  increase  up  to  2,500  or 
3,000,  how  would  you  propose  to  safeguard  your  interests  with  the  governing  body  in 
the  Bill  ?  You  seem  to  imply  that  for  a  ward  system  to  be  introduced  into  an  area  of 
this  kind,  its  representation,  on  the  general  Council,  would  be  on  a  population  basis  ? — 

Yes,  but  I  am  afraid  that  would  certainly  from  our  point  of  view  be  a  wrong  basis  to  take. 

Because  the  people  may  not  be  actually  living  there  and  still  owning  land  and  they 
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would  have,  as  ratepayers,  to  vote  money  for  expenditure  in  the  development  of  the 
place  so  as  to  inorease  the  value  of  their  properties. 

12624.  It  might  be  provided  that  representation  and  proportionate  voting  accrue 
on  the  subdivision  and  sale  of  the  lots,  and  the  interests  being  established  ? — That  is 
largely  the  idea. 

12625  By  even  non-residents? — Yes. 

12626.  Some  such  provision  as  that  would  be  required  in  the  Act  ? — Yes ;  we 
have  at  the  present  moment  places  like  that:  as,  for  instance,  Somerset  West  and 
Muizenberg,  where  there  are  a  large  number  of  non-resident  owners  who  occasionally 
pay  visits  to  their  properties. 

12627.  The  point  I  would  like  to  get  at  is  when  the  services  with  which  the 
public  is  usu illy  supplied  by  a  Municipality,  should  be  initiated  within  this  area? 
\Vhat  would  be  the  starting  point?  Would  it  be  a  petition  from  the  owners,  and  from 
the  residents — the  petition  from  a  certain  number  of  people  ?— Well,  of  course,  you 
now  speak  of  a  case  where  general  amalgamation  takes  place,  but  we  rather  think  that 
if  an  amalgamation  takes  place  it  would  be  a  scheme  by  which  a  given  number  of 
functions  would  be  delegated  to  the  Board  or  other  large  body,  and  that  a  number  of 
other  functions  would  in  any  case  be  left  to  a  Local  Board  in  the  different  areas. 

12628.  Then  wlieu  woidd  that  Local  Board  be  established  ?  At  what  point  in 
the  history  of  the  place  ? — I  should  say  the  moment  that  we  sell  the  land. 

12629.  That  is  a  definite  point.  You  say  the  moment  you  get  up  to  a  certain 
number  of  local  owners  ? — Yes. 

12630.  You  would  suggest  then  that  representation,  in  a  ward,  might  be  on  teh 
basis  of  an  average  between  the  population  and  the  rateable  value?  You  would  have 
to  strike  an  average  between  the  two,  as  in  certain  other  matters  of  representation  ? — 
I  think  that  would  be  the  basis.  As  regards  certain  matters,  we  admit  that  it  might  be 
an  advantage,  but  we  respectfully  submit  that  with  general  Municipal  matters  no  system 
of  ward  representation  would  secure  justice  to  au  outlying  area  of  this  kind.  We  have 
had  experience  of  the  ward  system  in  thg  past,  so  that  we  know  more  or  less  how  that 
will  work  out. 

12631.  0  msideration  ought  to  be  given  in  the  matter  of  representation,  not  only 
to  the  population,  but  also  to  the  rateable  value  of  the  property  ? — Yes. 

12632.  Now,  seeing  Mr.  Olive  here  suggests  the  question,  namely,  have  you  made 
any  surveys,  or  general  arrangement  of  the  land,  in  view  of  necessary  sewerage  for 
that  neighbomhood  ? — Well,  I  may  say,  that  Mr.  Olive  has  only  specially  gone  into 
certain  points  lately,  but  he  has  not  gone  into  any  details.  We  have  had  to  look  to  a 
water  supply  in  the  first  instance. 

12633.  Your  water  supply  could  easily  be  got  from  Cape  Town  ? — No,  we  own 
sufficient  water  on  our  property  which  would  serve  us  for  years  to  come.  We  have 
several  springs  on  the  whole  of  our  property  and,  on  the  Oudekraal  portion  alone,  we 
have  sufficient  water  for  a  population  of  from  10,000  to  12,000  people. 

12634.  To  bring  that  to  the  houses  you  require  to  lay  down  pipes,  don’t  you? — ■ 
Oh,  yes  ;  it  would  have  to  be  a  proper  system.  But  we  don’t  wish  to  make  an  absolute 
stand,  as  regards  our  water  supply,  because  if  it  should  be  decided  that  water  for  the 
Peninsula  should  be  dealt  with  by  a  large  scheme,  then  we  think  it  would  be  advisable 
for  us  to  join  that,  and  get  the  benefit  of  it  too. 

12635.  You  would  have  the  water  now,  but  it  is  a  problem  whether  that  water 
could  be  distributed  for  domestic  purposes,  at  a  less  cost  than  that  at  which  Cape 
Town  could  supply  you  ? — Oh,  yes  That  is,  assuming  that  Cape  Town  can  supply 
more  people  than  its  own,  uuless  they  join  in  some  other  scheme.  But  it  might  be  that 
we  may  become  wholesale  buyers  like  the  Municipality  ©f  Sea  Point. 


[From  this  stage  Mr.  Olive  answered  most  of  the  questions], 

12636.  On  the  question  of  sewerage,  have  you  gone  into  that  matter,  Mr.  Olive  ? 
— There  would  be  no  difficulty  whatever. 

12637.  But  there  would  have  to  be  an  independent  system,  I  take  it? — Yes. 

12638.  With  an  outfall  into  the  sea? — Yes. 

12639.  The  conditions  of  the  land  there  are  extremely  favourable,  are  they  not  ? — 
Yes,  the  general  contour  of  the  land  is  good. 

12640.  And  that  scheme,  of  course,  would  have  to  be  carried  out  by  borrowed 
money,  supposing  you  were  amalgamated? — {Mr.  Wahl.)  Certainly;  whatever  form 
it  takes,  it  would  be  advisable  not  to  go  on  the  penny  wise  and  pound  foolish  prin¬ 
ciple.  We  should  go  in  for  a  proper  scheme. 

12641.  Would  you  be  agreeable  to  a  united  Council  borrowing  sufficient  money 
to  sewer  this  locality  and  making  the  expenditure,  in  connection  with  it,  a  charge  upon 
the  rates  levied  in  that  neighbourhood  ? — {Mr.  Wahl.)  That  is  what  the  governing  body 
might  do. 
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12642.  As  a  special  assessment  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — (Mr.  Walil.)  Yes. 

12643.  Have  you  observed  on  that  coast,  Mr.  Olive,  whether  there  are  any  per¬ 
manent  ocean  currents? — We  have  had  no  observations  taken  at  all  in  the  sea  in  that 
locality. 

12644.  But,  of  course,  there  being  an  open  sea  there  it  is  presumed  that  there 
are  currents,  I  suppose? — Well,  broadly,  I  would  not  like  to  give  an  opinion  on  that 
for  this  reason :  that  it  would  be  quite  a  simple  matter  to  treat  the  sewage  on  such 
ground  as  they  have  there,  and  letting  the  effluent  go  into  the  sea.  Broadly  speaking, 
the  rocky  and  irregular  nature  of  the  coast  there  is  not  favourable  for  a  sea  outfall. 

12645.  And  you  would  be  prepared  to  consider  a  bacteriological  method  of  treat¬ 
ing  the  sewage? — Oh  yes,  or  some  such  system.  (Mr.  Wahl).  I  may  say,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  there  is  a  strong  under  current  there,  which  makes  bathing  dangerous 
along  the  coest,  with  the  exception  of  certain  little  coves  where  it  is  considered  safe  to 
bathe.  Therefore,  it  is  a  point  for  the  future  which  will  have  to  be  considered  by  any 
Municipality.  But  our  intention  is  to  do  good  work. 
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(From  this  stage  Mr.  Wahl  answered  most  of  the  questions.) 

12646.  We  can,  at  present,  only  go  so  far  as  to  have  general  ideas  ? — Yes;  what 
will  actually  be  done  will  have  to  be  decided  afterwards. 

12647.  Dr.  Gregory .]  When  is  it  expected  that  sales  will  take  place,  and  that  a 
community  will  actually  begin  to  spring  up  at  Camps  Bay? — Well,  I  could  not  at 
present,  fix  a  date  because  the  Board  has  not  decided  the  matter  as  yet,  but  it  certainly 
would  not  be  a  matter  of  a  few  years  by  any  means.  It  would  not  be  a  number  of  years 
ahead.  In  any  case,  it  would  not  be  very  long.  We  have  hadone  engineer  there  who 
has  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  in  laying  out  watering  places  in  the  South  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  we  are  going  to  get  another  one  out.  Our  object  is  not  to  be  in  too  great  a 
hurry,  but  to  do  the  thing  properly  from  the  start. 

12648.  Then  the  question  is  that  it  would  not  become  a  matter  of  urgency  for  a 
year  or  two  ? — W ell,  I  think  within  that  time.  Perhaps,  within  a  year’s  time,  we 
may  have  all  these  things,  which  are  now  in  the  air,  in  actual  existence. 

12649.  Dr.  Anderson.]  It  was  suggested  to  us,  yesterday,  that  Camps  Bay  might 
be  joined  on  to  Sea  Point.  I  suppose  you  would  have  the  same  objection  to  be  joined 
on  to  Sea  Point  as  you  have  to  be  joined  on  to  Cape  Town  ? — Yes,  I  think  there 
would  be,  at  least,  the  same  objection.  We  consider  that,  having  our  special 
wants  constantly  under  our  eyes,  we  would  do  more  justice  to  the  place  than  people 
elsewhere  would  be  able  to  render.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  they  should  give  the 
necessary  time  and  attention  to  an  outlying  place  like  that.  With  certain  things  we 
might  combine,  cheerfully,  but  there  are  again  other  things  which  we  consider  cannot 
be  done  successfully  except  by  ourselves. 

12650.  Would  it  be  more  to  your  advantage  to  join  Cape  Town  than  to  join  Sea 
Point  ? — Well,  I  am  afraid  that  our  opinion  of  Cape  Town  does  not  go  quite  so  far  as 
to  enable  us  to  say  that.  We  would  rather  not  join  either  of  them. 

12651.  Sea  Point  is  a  suburb  of  Cape  Town,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  and  all  we  ask  is  to 
be  a  separate  area,  as  far  as  separate  areas  are  allowed  in  the  Peninsula,  and  we  strongly 
object  to  become  part  of  Cape  Town,  as  the  Bill,  of  which  they  have  given  notice, 
proposes  to  make  us. 

12652.  Mr.  Stewart.']  How  far  is  the  nearest  point  of  Camps  Bay  area  to  Sea 
Point  ? — I  daresay  you  have  been  out  there,  and  I  will  try  to  explain  it  by  using  local 
names  of  places.  The  Sea  Point  boundary  marches  with  that  of  Cape  Town  between 
Botany  Bay  and  Clifton  ;  then  there  is  a  strip  of  land  under  the  Municipal  Council  of 
Cape  Town  up  to  the  Bound  House  gorge,  and  there,  almost  all  the  way  from  the  sea 
in  the  direction  of  the  Kloof  Nek,  the  boundary  of  the  Cape  Marine  Suburbs  property 
marches  with  that  of  Cape  Town.  Then  the  Company  has  the  ground  first  as  the 
“  Brighton  Estate  ”  at  Camps  Bay  proper,  and  then  the  Oudekraal  property. 

12653.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  distance  in  miles  ? — I  am  sorry  I  have  not  the 
Tramway  plans  with  me,  because  on  them  the  distances  are  marked.  I  should  think, 
nowever,  that  from  the  Sea  Point  boundary  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  Camps  Bay 
area  would  not  be  more,  taken  as  the  crow  flies,  than  half  a  mile. 

12654.  A  very  short  distance,  anyhow  ? — Yes. 

12655.  About  how  far,  in  miles,  does  your  property  extend  along  the  Victoria 
Road  ? — That,  I  should  say,  would  certainly  be  above  six  miles. 

12656.  About  65  miles  then,  from  the  Sea  Point  boundary  to  your  furthest 
boundary?  —Yes,  it  runs  to  just  where  you  see  Little  Lion’s  Head. 

12657.  1  understand  from  your  evidence,  that  one  of  your  objections  to  your  being 
joined  to  Cape  Town  is  that  the  Council  of  Cape  Town  has  qiute  enough  to  do  in 
looking  after  its  own  affairs,  without  attempting  to  look  after  the  interests  of  Camps 
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M  *?rs.  Bay  ? — Wo  think  that  au)’-  Council  of  that  kind  will,  in  any  case,  attend  to  their  own 

,  t  f  '  affairs  first  of  all  and  then  to  those  of  the  other  people.  And  it  would  never  be  the 

;r.  r.  O  r  \  business  of  Cape  Town,  really,  to  look  after  Camps  Bay,  as  it  would  be  their  business 
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12658.  You  hold  that  opinion  because  all  the  conditions  upon  which  your 
buildings  would  be  erected  in  your  township  would  be  considerably  different  from  those 
of  Cape  Town  ? — Yes. 

12659.  Chairman. 1  In  mentioning  the  fact  that  your  property  extends  to  some 
six  miles  beyond  the  Cape  Town  boundary,  in  that  neighbourhood,  it  would  be 
qualified  by  another  faot  that  you  don’t  intend  to  offer  the  whole  of  that  land  for  sale  ? 
— It  depends  upon  the  buying  public. 

12660.  In  any  case,  not  immediately  ? — No,  because  I  don’t  think  the  Cape  Town 
public  would  buy  such  a  lot  of  land,  in  the  near  future. 

12661.  The  proposal  of  the  Cape  Town  Municipality,  in  their  Bill,  is  to  include 
the  whole  of  the  land  that  is  in  your  possession,  is  it  not  ? — No,  as  I  read  their  Bill, 
they  propose  to  include  the  Camps  Bay  area  and  not  the  Oudekraal  area.  But 
then,  Mr.  Ball  explained  in  his  evidence  before  the  Commission  that  later  on  they 
would  apply  to  extend  their  area  to  Oudekraal  as  well,  and  that  the  omission 
of  Oudekraal  in  the  present  instance  from  their  Bill  is  purely  accidental. 

12662.  It  is  supposed  though  that,  in  the  future,  as  the  demand  for  land  for 
building  purposes  extends,  the  whole  of  the  six  miles  will  be  disposed  of  for  that 
purpose  ? — Oh,  yes. 

12663.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  In  fact,  you  bought  believing  that  it  should  extend  to  that 
length  ? — Oh  yes,  ultimately. 

12664.  Chairman .]  Is  there  anything  else  that  you  would  like  to  bring  before 
the  Commission,  Mr.  Wahl? — The  only  thing  I  see  that  has  not  been  touched  upon 
is  the  question  of  lighting,  but  I  don’t  know  that  we  have  any  special  objection  to  that 
being  dealt  with  in  a  general  way.  At  present,  the  Camps  Bay  Tramway  Company 
has  the  power,  under  its  Act,  to  supply  electric  light  for  the  whole  of  this  area,  and 
we  have  at  present  an  arrangement  with  the  Cape  Town  Corporation,  by  which  we 
supply  them  with  a  certain  amount  of  electric  light  on  the  upper  part  of  the  Kloof 
Hoad  properties. 

12665.  The  Cape  Town  Corporation  is  putting  down  a  very  much  larger  plant 
now  and  they  would  be  able  to  make  all  reasonable  arrangements  ? — At  the  present  time, 
it  is  the  other  way  about.  We  have  the  power  and  we  are  under  contract  to  supply 
Cape  Town  with  a  certain  quantity  of  light. 

[From  this  stage  Mr.  Olive  answered  most  of  the  questions.] 

12666.  Mr.  Olive,  your  name  has  been  mentioned  very  often  in  the  course  of  our 
enquiry,  and  we  have  been  disappointed  up  to  this  time  that  we  have  not  been  able  to 
have  you  before  this  Commission,  and  we  should  be  glad  if  you  could  see  your  way  to 
give  us  some  evidence  upon  all  these  public  matters,  with  which,  it  appears,  you  have 
been  professionally  associated  for  a  great  number  of  years? — Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
am  here  to-day  on  behalf  of  the  Cape  Marine  Suburbs  Company,  Limited,  on  the 
question  of  amalgamation. 

12667.  But  you  have  been  interested  in  many  matters  in  connection  with  water 
supply  and  drainage,  have  you  not? — Yes,  with  Municipal  matters,  generally,  for  the 
last  30  years. 

12668.  We  are  anxious  to  close  our  inquiry,  and  we  hope  to  do  so  this  week 
or,  at  the  outside  next  week,  and  we  should  be  glad  if  you  could  give  evidence  on  such 
matters  as  water  and  drainage  ? — I  should  be  very  pleased,  Mr.  Chairman, 
but  I  am  not  fully  prepared  to-day. 

12669.  We  might  appoint  a  day  for  you? — Might  I  say  that  the  evidence  I  have 
to  give  in  connection  with  the  Marine  Suburbs  Company,  Limited,  is  altogether  a 
minor  matter  and  a  few  minutes  would  exhaust  what  I  have  to  say  upon  the  subject  ; 
but  the  broad  questions  of  lighting,  drainage,  water  supply,  and  Municipal  matters, 
generally,  would  take,  at  least,  two  or  three  days. 

12670.  Is  there  anything  you  would  like  to  say  with  reference  to  the 
drainage  and  water  question  of  the  Camps  Bay  area  ? — Yes.  I  visited  the 
property  of  the  Company  at  Oudekraal,  and  I  took  gaugings  of  certain 
springs.  These  gaugings  were  taken  in  dry  weather,  during  the  months  of  December, 
January  and  February,  and  they  may  therefore  be  taken  as  a  fair  criterion 
as  to  what  might  be  expected  from  the  area.  The  result  of  my  observations  is  that 
there  will  not  be  the  slightest  difficulty  in  supplying  a  population  of  12,000  people,  on 
the  assumption  that  each  inhabitant  gets  30  gallons  per  day.  I  have  a  diagram  here 
and  I  will  put  that  in.  [Diagram  put  in.] 
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12671.  Would  that  mean  delivery  direct  from  the  Springs?  Is  it  proposed  to 
construct  storage  places  ? — The  diagram  represents  the  gaugings  of  the  springs,  and 
on  the  right  of  the  diagram  you  will  see  the  springs  are  marked.  Those  represent  only 
four  out  of  some  nine  or  ten  springs  that  are  on  the  property,  so  that  I  am  perfectly 
safe  in  saying  that  there  would  be  absolutely  no  diffiiculty  in  getting  a  supply  of  water 
for  10,000  people  to-day.  That  is,  of  course,  in  the  dry  weather.  During  many  days 
the  gauges  were  submerged  and  I  have  ignored  those  days,  so  that  the  result  I  have 
arrived  at  is  an  absolutely  fair  criterion  in  that  regard.  Of  course,  we  would  have 
liked  to  have  had  better  observations,  and  more  extended  observations,  but  I  can 
assure  you  that  there  is  no  difficulty  whatever  in  getting  a  supply  for  the  population 
that  I  have  named. 

12672.  Does  the  area  proposed  to  be  sold  in  any  way  contain  the  places  where 
these  springs  are  ? — Broadly,  I  take  it  that  the  nearer  area  to  Cape  Town  would  be 
sold  first,  and  these  gaugings  are  on  the  further  side  at  Oudekraal. 

12673.  Whence  the  water  would  have  to  be  brought? — Oh,  yes. 

12674.  And  it  would  not  be  neoessary  to  construct  large  storage  works? — Not 
large  but  certain  storage  works  will  have  to  be  constructed,  and,  speaking  about  that 
question,  Mr.  Ball  spoke  about  the  difficulty  of  constructing  reservoirs  on  the-  side  of 
the  mountain,  but  it  could  be  easily  done  by  tunnelling  into  the  mountain,  as  is  done 
at  Malta,  where  it  has  answered  very  well,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not 
give  satisfaction  here. 

12675.  That  could  be  done  at  Camps  Bay  because  you  would  not  require  large 
reservoirs  ? — That  is  my  point ;  and  I  may  say  that  I  am  informed  these  springs  are 
perennial,  but,  of  course,  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  beyond  the  gaugings  taken. 

12676.  And  that  was  during  the  dry  season  ? — Yes. 

12677.  Dr.  Gregory.  ]  The  gaugings  were  not  taken  in  March,  were  they  ? — Oh, 
yes  ;  but  I  have  abstracted  simply  the  dry  months  during  which  gaugings  were  taken. 
I  have  got  gaugings  up  to  May,  1901. 

12678.  Is  not  March  a  dry  month  ? — Well,  I  look  upon  December,  January,  and 
February  as  the  three  driest  months  of  the  year. 

12679.  But  in  March,  do  the  gaugings  run  the  same  ? — I  have  not  examined 
them.  I  have  had  to  construct  a  diagram  which  I  exhibit  to  the  Commission,  and  this 
shews  how  I  have  arrived  at  the  quantity  of  water  that  could  be  obtained. 

12680.  Your  observations  in  the  matter  of  drainage  for  Camps  Bay,  Mr.  Olive,  I 
suppose,  have  not  proceeded  very  far  ? — No,  they  are  only  general ;  and,  being  quite 
a  rural  district,  I  don’t  know  in  what  manner  it  has  been  studied.  I  have  not  seen  any 
plan  as  to  the  development,  but,  from  the  contour  of  the  ground  and  from  the  general 
lay  of  the  land,  I  don’t  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty. 

12681.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  with  regard  to  storm  water  drainage  ? — No. 

12682.  No  costly  works  would  be  required? — Works  would  be  required,  but  not 
of  a  costly  character. 

12683.  Advantage  would  be  taken,  I  suppose,  of  the  natural  rims  of  the  water 
there  ? — Exactly.  Of  course,  as  regards  the  lighting  of  the  place,  there  is  plenty  of 
power  and  by  accumulators  that  could  easily  be  worked.  Then,  as  regards  baths, 
it  is  quite  feasible  to  erect  swimming  baths  there  and  it  would  be  a  simple  matter  to 
heat  the  water.  Then,  the  tramway  system  could  be  extended  still  further,  as  the 
place  develops.  Broadly,  I  might  say  that  I  was  interested  myself  years  ago 
in  the  Corporation  of  Glasgow  when  it  was  trying  to  amalgamate  the  township 
of  Cross  Hill.  It  went  on  for  about  20  years  before  the  Corporation  was  able  to  absorb 
Cross  Hill,  and  then  it  was  done  only  with  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants.  Then, 
again,  at  Manchester,  the  same  difficulty  was  experienced  with  regard  to  the  suburb 
called  Moss  Side.  There  is  also  the  case  of  Stretford,  which  is  a  suburb  of  Manchester, 
which  has  its  libraries,  parks,  police  service,  fire  brigade  and  other  things,  and  still  the 
inhabitants  of  Stretford  did  not  wish  to  be  amalgamated,  and,  up  to  to-day,  they  have 
not  been.  However,  in  time  it  may  come,  but  it  will  only  be  when  the  inhabitants 
seo  that  it  will  be  to  their  advantage.  Then  it  will  come  and  not  before. 

12684.  Chairman .]  Of  course,  the  whole  position  is  that  if  a  Municipality  meets 
all  the  requirements  of  its  inhabitants,  then  the  question  of  dealing  with  it  does  not 
arise  ? — That  is  so. 

12685.  Mr.  Steicart .]  Mr.  Olive,  in  takiug  the  dry  months,  December,  January 
and  February,  I  suppose  you  take  these  more  or  less  on  the  basis  of  the  rainfall  ? — 
Yes. 

12686.  But  from  your  experience  of  the  springs  which  supply  Cape  Town,  did 
you  find  that  the  lowest  run  of  those  springs  corresponded  to  these  months  ? — Not 
necessarily. 

12687.  You  knew  the  flows  of  the  Cape  Town  springs  ? — Yes. 

12688.  You  wero  City  Engineer,  w&wq  vou  not  ? — Yes. 
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12680.  Do  you  remember  which  month  gave  the  lowest  flows? — No,  I  cannot  say 
from  memory. 

12690.  Would  you  take  it  from  me  that,  as  a  rule,  the  lowest  flows  have  been  in 
April  ? — Yes,  but  I  would  .not  apply  that  to  this  side  of  the  mountain  at  all,  because 
the  conditions  are  so  different. 

12691.  Why? — Partly  for  this  reason;  that  the  Camps  Bay  side  is  much  more 
precipitous. 

12692.  But  where  do  the  springs  come  out? — At  the  top  of  the  granite. 

12696.  Were  your  gaugings  made  at  the  junction,  or  further  down  ? — These  were 
made  at  what  I  would  assume  is  the  top  of  the  granite. 

12694.  But  the  springs  are  not  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  rainfall  if  they  are 
fairly*  deep-seated,  merely  at  the  time  when  the  rainfall  happens  ? — Not,  if  they  are 
deep  seated. 

12695.  Are  those  springs  not  deep  seated? — There  are  no  indications,  and  no  one 
can  tell  yet. 

12696.  So  that  it  is  not  absolutely  certain  whether  the  rates  of  flow  would  continue, 
and  3'ou  will  admit  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  more  gaugings  ? — Oh  yes,  I  said 
so ;  but  I  have  gaugings  taken  up  to  May.  These  were  taken  by  a  man  up 
there  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  have  only  been  up  there  myself  one  afternoon. 

12697.  Those  gaugiugs  have  not  been  handed  in  ? — No,  but  I  can  give  you  those. 
(Mr.  Wahl.)  This  man,  of  whom  Mr.  Olive  speaks,  was  employed  for  a  number  of 
seasons  running  for  the  purpose  of  gauging  all  the  sources  of  supply  with  the  view  of 
supplying  Sea  Point.  That  was  some  time  ago.  Mr.  Du  Preez  and  other  gentlemen 
had  in  former  years  obtained  the  disentailment  of  Oudekraal  in  the  same  way  that  we 
obtained,  a  few  years  back,  the  disentailment  of  the  Orangezicht.  And  they  obtained 
the  water  rights.  Then  this  man  was  employed  for  taking  the  gaugings  and,  although 
it  is  a  minor  matter,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  advisable  for  the  Commission  to  call  this 
man  as  a  witness. 

12698.  Chairman .]  I  understand  that,  although  you  lay  some  stress  upon  those 
springs  as  a  possible  supply  for  that  area,  you  don’t  insist  upon  this  exclusively.  It  is 
a  temporary  provision  until  a  scheme  is  formulated  to  deal  with  the  whole 
Peninsula? — (Mr.  Wahl.)  Our  position  is  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  could 
help  ourselves,  but  we  certainly  do  not  insist  upon  it  as  an  exclu¬ 
sive  supply.  (Mr.  Olive.)  The  view  I  take  is  this :  Cape  Town  has 
already  a  sufficient  demand  upon  its  water  supply,  derived  from  the  mountain, 
and  that  is  not  elastic;  there  is  a  set  limit  to  that  and  that  limit  has  already  been 
exceeded.  The  storage  works  in  1893  were  good  for  a  population  of  50,000  people 
at  30  gallons  per  head  ;  but  the  additional  works  which  have  been  put  down  on  the 
mountain  are  not  sufficient  for  a  population  of  65,000  people.  Therefore,  if  Cape 
Town  has  already  too  much  hay  on  its  fork,  what  can  be  the  object  in  suggesting  a 
supply  from  there  for  Camps  Bay,  which  has  already  water  on  the  ground.  If  you 
are  going  40  or  50  miles  in  a  big  scheme,  in  order  to  bring  water  to  Camps  Bay 
where  you  have  already  the  water,  it  becomes  a  question  of  whether  it  would  not  be 
better  to  construct  the  necessary  works  locally  rather  than  get  an  outside  supply. 
That  is  my  point. 

12699.  Dr  Gregory.']  Looking  at  these  gaugings,  roughly,  Mr.  Olive,  there  is 
no  reason  to  believe  that  the  flow  during  March  and  April  was  in  any  way  or  in  any 
considerable  degree  less  than  in  February  ? — The  probability  is  that  it  was  more. 

12700.  There  is  no  reason,  looking  at  these  gaugings  roughly,  to  believe  that  it  is 
less  at  any  rate  ? — No. 

12701.  Chairman ,]  Well,  Mr.  Olive,  could  you  manage  to  give  us  a  day? — You 
must  excuse  my  putting  it  rather  bluntly,  Mr.  Chairman,  but  to  give  information  in 
my  professional  capacity  I  look  upon  as  a  matter  of  business,  as  it  is,  in  a  way,  my 
means  of  living. 

12702.  Well,  we  will  consider  the  matter  and  probably  address  a  letter  to  you. 
Of  course,  if  we  cannot  come  to  terms,  then  you  will  fail  to  put  in  an  appearance  ? — 
Yes.  I  understand. 


« 
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Mr.  George  Smart  (Ex-Mayor  and  former  Councillor  of  Cape  Town)  further 

examined. 


12703.  Mr.  Steivart.]  I  was  not  quite  sure,  Mr.  Smart,  in  giving  your  views 
yesterday  on  amalgamation,  whether  you  looked  forward  hopefully  to  amalgamation 
being  effected  if  we  included  Cape  Town  ? — Well,  I  felt,  and  still  feel,  that  until  you  can 
shew  that  there  will  be  no  additional  charge  or  additional  rate  on  the  people  who  are 
hs  ing  in  one  area  as  against  the  other  there  will  be  difficulty.  But  when  you  have 
removed  that  apprehension  you  will  have  removed  the  great  cause  of  objection  to 
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amalgamation.  When  you  can  shew  that,  then  I  should  look  hopefully  forward  to 
amalgamation  coming  about.  But  as  things  at  present  are  taking,  at  any  rate,  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  liabilities  in  one  area  and  the  liabilities  in  another  area, 
and  the  amounts  levied  for  rates  in  the  one  as  against  those  levied  in  the  other,  I  think 
that  the  difficulties  in  regard  to  amalgamation  would  be  removed  if  you  could  specialise 
these  different  areas.  That  is  a  point,  I  don’t  think  any  one  in  Cape  Town  has  had 
brought  very  prominently  to  his  notice  before.  I  am  sure,  I  did  not  think  of  it,  until 
you  suggested  it  yesterday. 

12704.  Is  it  possible,  too,  that  one  of  the  reasons  why  Cape  Town  does  not  look  so 
favourably  upon  amalgamation,  from  your  point  of  view,  is  that  the  Council,  having 
overcome  the  difficulties  of  former  years  and  embarked  on  fairly  big  schemes,  may  feel 
that  they  could  not  proceed  so  rapidly  if  they  had  tacked  on  to  them  some  backward 
Municipality? — I  don’t  think  they  would  object  to  any  tacking  on  of  any 
backward  Municipality,  but  they  would  like  to  feel  that  they  are  not  going  to  lose  any 
of  the  benefits  of  their  past  work.  The  town  would,  naturally,  look  always  to  continue 
receiving  the  benefit  of  what  they  have  done  in  the  past,  and  would  resent  that  others 
should  take  from  them  what  they  have  laboured  for. 

12705.  You  feel  that  Cape  Town,  having  taken  the  bull  by  the  horns,  should  not 
lose  the  advantage  it  has  got  ? — Yes,  that  is  my  point. 

12706.  Of  course,  you  will  admit  that  some  of  the  other  Municipalities  might  take 
up  exactly  the  same  attitude  as  Cape  Town  ? — Yes,  I  think  they  do,  but  in  the 
opposite  way. 

12707.  Chairman .]  There  is  a  consensus  there  at  all  events? — Yes. 

12708.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Do  you  not  fear  that,  possibly,  if  Cape  Town  took  up  a 
similar  position,  or  rather  a  position  of  isolation  of  that  sort,  it  would  share  a  fate 
similar  to  that  which  befell  the  city  of  London  after  its  successful  opposition  to  being 
included  in  the  Mui  icipal  Corporation  Act  of  1835,  in  that  it  remains  the  only 
important  unreformed  Corporation  in  the  Empire  ? — I  am  not  looking  favourably 
upon  isolation,  and  if  you  can  shew  us  that  we  are  not  going  to  lose  any  of  the 
benefits  that  we  have  already  got,  then  I  would  not  call  it  isolation,  but  their  not 
being  quite  agreeable  to  amalgamation  would  be  removed.  I  think  that  the  Cape 
Town  people  really  feel  that  the  suburbs  right  through  the  Peninsula  are  bound  up 
with  Cape  Town  but,  at  the  same  time,  they  don’t  feel  that  they  are  called  upon  to  be 
taxed  for  what  the  suburbs  require  and  for  what  Cape  Town  has  already  got.  If  only 
you  can  shew  the  people  that  they  will  not  be  so  taxed,  then  there  would  be  no  diffi¬ 
culty.  All  they  want  to  be  satisfied  upon  is  that  they  are  not  going  to  suffer  in 
consequence  of  amalgamation. 

12709.  Do  you  agree  then  that  Cape  Town  people  would,  probably,  not  object  to 
any  amalgamation  if  all  the  pros  and  cons  were  placed  before  them,  and  if  Cape  Town 
would  not  be  deprived  of  any  advantage  it  has  already  obtained  ? — Oh  yes,  if  that 
could  be  shewn,  then  I  don’t  think  there  would  be  any  objection. 

12710.  In  your  opinion,  Mr.  Smart,  are  there  any  Municipal  boundaries  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  alter  or  amend  ? — Oh,  yes,  I  think  so. 

12711.  Will  you  kindly  tell  us  where? — Well,  the  Cape  Town  boundary  at  pre¬ 
sent,  as  I  said  yesterday,  upon  the  eastern  side  of  the  city,  is  very  unsatisfactory.  It 
zig-zags,  and  the  boundary  runs  right  through  -the  centre  of  houses.  That  is,  the 
boundary  between  Cape  Town  and  Woodstock. 

12712.  Can  you  point  to  any  specific  detriment  to  the  publio through  that? — Yes, 
I  think  you  will  find,  in  the  surveying  of  land  and  the  subdivision  of  land  into  building 
plots,  these  boundaries,  there,  make  them  askew,  and,  owing  to  the  zig-zagging  of  the 
boundary,  it  is  entirely  unsatisfactory. 

12713.  Would  you  prefer  the  boundary  down  the  centre  of  the  street,  or  would 
you  have  the  boundary,  more  or  less,  between  the  properties,  that  is  between  the 
streets? — Well,  I  think  I  should  prefer  the  boundary  on  one  side  of  the  street,  so  that 
the  liability  for  the  maintenance  of  the  street  would  be  clearly  defined,  and  so  that  it 
would  be  well  known  upon  which  Municipality  such  maintenance  falls. 

12714.  You  want  no  repetition  of  a  case  where  one  Municipality  water  the  street 
in  the  morning  and  another  Municipality  in  the  afternoon  ? — Yes,  we  wish  to  avoid 
things  of  that  kind.  And  if  the  boundary  were  put  on  one  side  of  the  street  we  would 
get  rid  of  difficulties  of  that  kind. 

12715.  Chairman.']  You  said  yesterday,  Mr.  Smart,  that  you  thought  the  time 
had  come  for  the  abolition  of  the  Divisional  Council.  But  now,  outside  the  areas  of 
the  Municipalities  at  present  existing,  we  must  have  some  form  of  local  govern¬ 
ment  ?— Yes. 

12716.  Now,  although  it  may  be  desirable,  looking  forward,  notin  the  far  distant 
future,  that  the  Municipalities  should  be  extended  in  that  direction,  yet  you  will  agree 
that  the  time  has  not  arrived  for  that  yet  ? — Oh,  but  I  think  it  has  arrived. 

[G.  21—1902.] 
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12717.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that,  in  your  opinion,  the  time  lias  arrrived  when 
an  area  like  that  of  Constant ia  Field-cornetoy  should  he  brought  under  Municipal 
government  ? — I  think  so,  because  the  farms  in  that  neighbourhood  are  already  placed 
on  the  market  for  building  purposes  and  sold  in  small  lots.  And  in  order  to  safeguard 
the  proper  division  of  this  laud  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  some  authority  should 
control  it,  otherwise  you  will  have  all  the  evils  that  Cape  Town  has  been  struggling 
with  in  the  past  over  again. 

12718.  Now,  do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  so  to  reform  the  Divisional 
Council  by  giving  it  such  additional  powers  as  will  enable  it  to  deal  with  an  area  like 
that  until  such  time  as  the  area  will  be  more  fittingly  created  a  Municipality? — I  think 
we  must  look  forward  to  the  whole  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  as  a  building  area,  and  not  ^ 

as  an  agricultural  area  at  all.  And  that  being  the  case  I  consider  that  the  extension 
of  the  Municipalities  over  the  whole  of  the  Peninsula  ought  to  be  taken  in  hand  at 
once.  Then  this  Board  of  Works,  of  which  we  have  been  talking,  would  look  after  all 
large  questions,  such  as  drainage  and  water  for  the  whole  area,  and  the  Municipal 
authorities  would  look  after  the  building  matters  and  subdivisions  of  land. 

12719.  But  now  this  Board  of  Works,  you  said  yesterday,  should  be  elected  by  the 
Muuicipalities  only  ?--Yes. 

12720.  And  when  you  said  that,  you  meant  that  the  outside  areas  at  present 
existing  should  also  be  municipalised? — Yes,  quite  so.  The  laud  is  being  sold,  as  I 
pointed  out,  and  the  people  keep  it  over,  without  building  upon  it,  until  it  rises  in 
value,  and  consequently  they  pay  a  very  small  rate  upon  it.  That  I  consider  is  unfair. 

12721.  But  what  is  to  hinder  the  Divisional  Council  haviug  additional  powers, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  deal  with  those  questions? — Well,  but  then  you  will  want  to 
remodel  the  whole  thing,  aud  you  will  have  to  exclude  all  the  Divisional  Council  roads 
within  Municipal  areas.  Undoubtedly,  you  cannot  have  the  two  powers.  It  has  been 
an  anomaly  in  the  past  and  should  not  be  perpetuated.  It  is  an  absurdity. 

12722.  You  mean  it  is  an  absurdity  for  the  Divisional  Council  to  come  within  the 
Municipality  ? — Yes,  and  if  you  take  away  the  power  of  the  Divisional  Council  within 
the  Municipality,  then  you  make  them  simply  a  Board  for  dealing  with  outside  areas. 

Well,  that  is  a  very  small  thing  then,  is  it  not? 

12723.  No,  a  very  considerable  thing,  because  it  would  be  a  larger  area  than  some 
of  the  Divisional  Councils  in  the  Colony  control  at  the  present  time.  — The  area  might 
be  large,  but  the  population  would  be  very  sparse,  would  it  not  ? 

12724.  But,  according  to  your  own  statement,  it  is  increasing? — Oh,  yes.  • 

12725.  And  we  have  had  it  brought  to  our  notice  that  it  is  increasing  in  ways 
that  are  very  undesirable  ? — Oh,  yes,  that  is  a  fact. 

12726.  Owing,  for  one  thing,  to  there  being  no  proper  sanitary  control? — Yes. 

12727.  And  until  such  time  as  it  would  be  advisable  to  bring  this  rural  area  under 
Municipal  government,  the  powers  of  some  other  body,  such  as  the  Divisional  Council, 
should  be  extended  so  as  to  meet  the  requirements  ? — Yes,  but  I  see  no  reason  why  the 
whole  Peninsula  should  not  be  divided  into  Municipalities.  You  have  got  a  new  one 
which  has  just  been  started  at  Durbanville,  and  that  could  be  extended  right  down  to 
Maitland,  and  could  embrace  the  whole  of  the  Milnerton  property,  so  that  that  would 
give  that  Municipality  more  to  do. 

12728.  That  is  a  view  you  stated  yesterday  ? — Yes,  that  is  as  it  strikes  me.  I 
think  the  whole  of  the  Peninsula  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  residential  area  and  not  an 
agricultural  area.  Agriculture  is  a  thing  of  the  past,  as  far  as  the  Peninsula  is  con¬ 
cerned,  and  it  is  rapidly  disappearing  from  it. 

12729.  Mr.  Gurnet/.~\  Would  you  say  that  of  Constantia  too  ? — Oh,  yes,  there 
also  it  is  being  changed  into  a  building  area  and  even  at  Noord  Hoek  the  same  thing 
is  taking  place.  A  line  of  railway  is  being  surveyed  from  Fish  Hoek  to  Kommetje 
with  a  view  of  starting  another  suburb  there.  I  know  also  that  farms  in  the  Constantia 
district  are  under  offer  for  building  areas.  Therefore,  I  emphasise  the  fact  that  we 
must  look  upon  the  whole  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  as  residential,  and  not  as  an  agri¬ 
cultural  area  any  more. 

12730.  Chairman .]  I  think  you  stated  yesterday  that  in  connection  with  matters 
relating  to  the  poor  in  Cape  Town,  you  wished  to  give  some  evidence  ?—  Yes. 

12731.  Would  you  state  to  the  Commission  what  your  views  are  ?  — I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  day  has  come  when  the  people  should,  by  means  of  rates,  support  the 
poor  of  the  district.  This  continuance  of  a  number  of  men  and  women  going 
about  begging  for  mouey  from  different  charitably-disposed  people  ought  not  to 
continue.  We  have  had  a  number  of  poor  in  the  past  and  we  are  probably  going  to 
have  a  larger  number  of  cripples  in  the  future.  That  is  to  say,  men  more  or  less 
mcap  :ble  of  performing  any  work,  being  altogether  unfit  for  work  owing  to  the  war. 
Immediately  before  the  commencement  of  hostilities  there  was  a  large  number  of 
unemployed,  and  a  labour  bureau  of  which  I  was  a  member  was  started.  Then  we 
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found  that  a  large  number  of  men,  \ylio  had  been  engaged  in  the  Langeberg  campaign, 
were  out  of  work  because  they  were  unable  to  perform  any  kind  of  work  owing  to  their 
having  contracted  during  the  course  of  the  campaign  rheumatic  fever,  and  generally  they 
had  lost  their  strength  and  were  altogether  run  down.  I  think  it  is  only  reasonable  to 
expect  that  we  shall  have  a  large  number  of  the  same  class  again,  especially  after  the 
present  war  ;  and  I  don’t  think  it  is  right  that  these  people  should  constantly  go  about 
begging  from  the  business  people  of  the  town.  It  is  a  duty  which  should  fall  upon 
the  whole  of  the  community.  They  should  be  required  to  pay  for  the  support  of  these 
people  out  of  rates  levied  upon  them  for  that  purpose. 

12732.  You  would  extend  that  proposition  so  far,  perhaps,  as  to  make  it’obligatory  on 
the  local  authority  to  look  after  these  men  and  to  provide  Hospitals  for  them  ? — Yes, 
Hospitals  which  are  entirely  started  and  maintained  for  the  sick  poor  should,  undoubt¬ 
edly,  be  a  charge  upon  the  rates,  and  the  local  authority  should  have  that  as  a  distinct 
part  of  their  duty.  Of  course  our  present  Hospital  is  entirely  for  the  sick  poor  who 
have  the  first  claim.  That  is  to  say,  so  long  as  there  is  a  patient  who  is  unable  to  pay, 
we  do  not  admit  paying  patients.  The  sick  poor  are  first  provided  for.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  gives  us,  it  is  true,  £10,000  a  year,  but  we  spend  £20,000,  and  we  have  to  make 
up  the  difference.  Some  of  it  we  derive  from  paying  patients,  but  only  a  little,  and 
very  little  indeed  from  what  I  may  call  first  class  patients. 

12733.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  Are  you  aware  that  iu  the  suburbs,  at  Wynberg  at  any 
rate,  the  support  of  the  Hospital  depends  far  more  on  the  funds  of  the  publie  than  on 
the  support  from  Government  ? — I  believe  that  is  so,  but  then  your  Hospital  is 
not  one  which  is  principally  kept  for  the  sick  poor. 

12734.  More  than  half  of  the  patients  at  the  Wynberg  Hospital  belong  to  the 
sick  poor  class  ? — Yes,  but  you  see  our  Hospital  is  entirely  for  them.  We  don’t,  as  I 
said  before,  take  in  a  paying  patient,  so  long  as  there  is  a  poor  sick  patient  to  be 
provided  for.  In  Wynberg,  however,  you  don’t  entirely  follow  that  rule. 

12735.  But  your  paying  patients  bring  in  something  like  £4,000  per  annum,  do 
they  not  ? — Yes,  but  a  large  portion  of  that  really  comes  in  from  the  ships  and  not 
from  Cape  Town.  We  do  get  some  revenue  from  the  sailors,  and  the  ships  are  held 
liable  for  all  the  sailors  treated  in  our  hospital. 

12736.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  sick  poor  are  also  provided  for  in  our  looal 
Hospitals,  are  they  not  ? — In  Cape  Town  that  is  so,  but  I  don’t  know  what  is  done  in 
the  country. 

12737.  So  that  it  is  not  so  much  the  siok  poor  as  those  unemployed,  unable  to 
work,  and  indigent  about  whom  you  are  speakiug? — The  Old  Somerst  Hospital  makes 
provision  but  not  nearly  sufficient.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  maintenance  of  the 
sick  poor  is  a  charge  on  the  city  in  addition  to  the  money  that  we  get  from  the 
Government,  and  in  addition  also  to  what  we  get  from  paying  patients.  Still,  aft>,  r 
receiving  the  aid  from  those  two  sources,  we  are  obliged  to  raise  something  like 
£3,000  in  order  to  maintain  the  Hospital.  And  with  that  view  we  have  to  go  about 
begging.  I  may  mention  that  we  get  £250  from  the  Town  Council,  and  the  Sea 
Point  Municipality  did  give  us  £50  which  has,  however,  since  been  withdrawn. 

12738.  But  you  would  not  advocato  that  this  Hospital  should  be  started  by 
taxation  altogether  and  lote  the  interest  and  support  of  the  public? — The  Council 
apparently  have  no  power  to  contribute  at  present  from  rates  towards  the  support  of 
the  Hospital.  If  they  make  a  contribution  it  must  be  from  other  sources  than  rates, 
and  I  consider  that  it  ought  to  be  the  distinct  duty  of  a  publio  body  to  make  more 
provision  for  the  sick  poor  who  are  indigent. 

12739.  Chairman .]  You  urge  the  general  question  ? — Yes. 

12740.  As  a  thing  to  bear  in  mind  in  case  of  reconstruction  of  local  Municipal 
government  ? — Yes. 

12741.  It  is  not  a  thing  of  a  few  days,  but  it  is  a  need  which  has  been  long  felt, 
has  it  not  ? — Oh,  yes. 

12742.  I  have  often  seen  it  urged,  specially  with  reference  to  the  Metropolis,  but 
also  to  other  places  throughout  the  whole  Colony  ? — Oh,  yes.  In  the  country,  the  only 
place  for  these  people  is  the  gaol,  and  that  is  a  very  poor  state  of  affairs,  to  say  the 
least  of  it. 

12743.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Don’t  you  base  your  opinion  with  regard  to  Cape  Town, 
rather  on  the  state  of  things  which  has  existed  since. the  war  commenced  ? — Oh,  no  ; 
we  have  always  had  it.  Then,  during  the  war  I  have  known  steamers  coming  to  the 
Bay  with  a  large  number  of  muleteers,  and  these  ships  are  very  anxious  to  get  rid  of 
these  people.  The  consequence  is  that  thoy  are  left  here,  without  a  penny  in  their 
pockets,  and  the  question  is  “  What  is  to  be  done  with  these  unfortunate  people  ?” 

12744.  But  the  difficulty  is  only  for  a  time,  is  it  not,  because  there  is  work  for 
everybody  in  South  Africa  in  normal  times  ? — Well,  you  see,  a  muleteer  has  got  to 
compete  with  our  Native,  and  that  does  not  say  very  much  for  him. 
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Mr  1^7 45.  That  is  only  one  class,  is  it  not  ? — Well,  there  are  sailor-men,  who  are 

'  ‘v  constantly  lauding  here,  and  what  use  can  you  make  of  them.  You  can  use  them  on 
:h  June,  iso:  a  building  for  scatfolding  purposes  and  that  is  all. 

12746.  But  granting  that  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  poverty — and  really  it  is 
doubtful  whether  there  is  very  much  if  you  go  about  into  the  houses — do  you  think  it 
is  sufficient  to  justify  the  establishment  of  an  entirely  new  principle  to  deal  with  it, 
namely,  the  raising  of  rates  on  the  publio? — I  think  there  is  quite  sufficient  to  justify 
that. 

12747.  Mr.  Gurney .]  Is  not  the  class  of  person  you  refer  to  different  from  the 
class  who  generally  find  their  way  into  the  local  Hospital,  that  is  to  say,  a  class  of 
person  not  ill  enough  to  occupy  a  Hospital  bed,  but  who  are  not  able  to  work  for  a 
livelihood  ? — Oh,  yes,  they  form  a  large  proportion,  but  I  don’t  wish  to  exclude  the 
other’s. 

1274S  But  they  are  the  people  who  are  not  properly  provided  for  ? — Oh,  yes,  that  is 
so.  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  don’t,  want  to  exclude  the  others,  because  I  consider  it  is 
distinctly  a  liability  of  the  whole  community  to  provide  for  these  people. 

12749.  But  you  will  admit  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  public  should  maintain  their 
interest  in  tbe  Hospitals  ? — Oh,  yes. 

12750.  And  that  the  Hospitals  should  not  be  taken  out  of  the  charitable  lists 
altogether  ? — Oh,  yes,  I  quite  agree  with  you. 

12751.  You  would  have  more  help  given  from  the  rates,  but  you  would  have  the 
rates  provide  also  for  these  others  who  cannot  work,  although  they  do  not  really  occupy 
Hospital  beds  '? — Quite  so. 

12752.  Dr.  Anderson.']  You  feel  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  something  in  the 
nature  of  a  workhouse  infirmary  ? — I  don’t  like  to  say  workhouse. 

12753.  Well,  call  it  an  infirmary  ? — Yes,  like  the  Old  Somerset  Hospital  Infirmary, 
as  we  call  it,  but  which  is  altogether  inadequate  to  meet  all  requirements. 
Its  locality  is  bad,  and  it  ought  certainly  to  be  removed  from  there  to  better  surround¬ 
ings.  Besides,  there  must  be  a  considerable  increase  in  the  accommodation  of  such  a 
place. 

12754.  You  feel  that  some  machinery  ought  to  be  created  for  dealing  properly 
with  the  poor,  and  also  with  the  poor  that  are  sick  ? — Yes. 

12755.  And  do  you  think  that  the  machinery  to  that  end  should  be  managed  by 
a  Municipality,  or  would  you  have  a  special  Board  for  the  purpose  ? — I  think  that  is  a 
matter  which  would  work  itself  out,  but  the  principle  just  now  is  that  the  Municipal 
Councils  should  have  the  power  to  rate  for  such  purposes  It  is  a  duty  which  the 
whole  community  owes  to  these  unfortunate  people. 

12756.  Well,  I  suppose  the  first  power  would  be  by  Act  of  Parliament  with  regard 
to  the  levying  of  these  rates  fir  the  purpose? — Yes. 

12757.  And  would  you  propose  to  set  up  a  separate  authority  for  that  purpose,  or 
ought  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Municipality? — Well,  in  the  case  of  a  Hospital  a  larger 
contribution  would  meet  the  case. 

12758.  I  am  not  referring  to  a  Hospital  such  as  the  New  Somerset  Hospital, 
because  I  regard  that  those  would  still  go  on  ? — Oh,  you  are  dealing  with  the 
Infirmary  only  ? 

12759.  Yes. —  that  would  have  to  come  under  the  local  authority. 

12760.  Y  ou  would  not  pronose  a  separate  Board? — No,  the  Municipality. 

12761.  Don’t  you  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  provision  for  a  Board  of 
Guardians? — No,  those  duties  are  performed  through  the  Free  Dispensary. 

12762.  But  then  it  is  done  on  a  very  limited  scale,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

12763.  And  that  is  purely  a  voluntary  matter? — Yes. 

12764.  And  therefore  it  would  be  as  well  to  have  some  machinery  for  dealing 
with  these  cases?— Quite  so. 

12765.  Chairman.]  Is  there  any  other  point  you  would  like  to  represent  to  us, 
Mr.  fimart? — I  don’t  know  whether  there  is  anything  more  that  I  have  not  touched 
upon  that  really  comes  within  the  scope  of  your  present  enquiry. 

12766.  May  I  ask  you  one  question  about  the  water  supply?  Have  you,  as  an 
old  down  Councillor  and  resident  here,  made  up  your  mind,  as  many  others  have  done, 
that  the  future  requirements  of  Cape  Town,  in  regard  to  a  water  supply,  will  have  to  be 
met  by  going  outside  the  Peninsula  ? — Oh,  yes,  I  think  so. 

12767.  You  are  clear  upon  that  point? — Oh,  yes.  If  I  may  be  allowed,  there  are 
just  one  or  two  points  more  which  I  should  like  to  touch  upon  in  regard  to  this  one 
question.  I  do  think,  that  with  an  amalgamated  or  rather  with  a  central  or  some 
bigger  Board  than  we  have  got  at  present,  the  value  from  it  in  the  future  that  one 
can  see  would  be  that  it  would  be  able  to  remove  many  evils  that  exist  at  the  present 
time.  I  will  instance  one  of  those  evils.  Take  the  line  of  railway  running  through 
these  small  Municipalities  who  don’t  appear  to  have  much  power  with  the  Railway 
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authorities  or  the  Government  in  getting  the  Government  to  provide  better  crossings 
over  the  line  aud  thus  saving  the  lives  of  so  many  people  killed  from  time  to  time.  I 
look  upon  that  as  a  public  scandal — that  the  Bail  way  Department  should  not  have 
provided  better  crossings  for  the  people.  They  have  really  only  one  bridge  in  one 
place  of  crossing  and  everybody  has  to  walk  over  that  from  either  side.  The  result  is 
that  the  lives  of  the  people  are  sacrificed,  and  it  is  felt  that  the  Railway  people  ought 
to  make  better  provision.  As  the  population  increases  in  the  suburbs  this  will  become 
increasingly  necessary. 

12768.  That  is  one  point  which  was  brought  to  our  notice  very  forcibly  by  the 
General  Manager  of  Railways,  as  an  instance  affording  a  strong  reason  for  amalga¬ 
mation,  so  that  there  should  be  one  authority  to  be  dealt  with  ? — Well,  they  could 
have  done  a  great  deal  more  than  they  have  done,  I  think. 

12769.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Are  you  aware  that  it  will  cost  over  £1,000,000,  if  the 
Government  were  to  make  bridges  and  subways,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  acquiring 
approaches  ? — I  know  that  the  Wynberg  Railway  pays  as  well  as  any  railway  in  the 
country.  I  have  not  the  figures  before  me  to  guide  me,  but  I  know  that  it  pays  very 
well  from  the  enormous  traffic  that  passes  over  the  line,  and  I  consider  that  the  public 
travelling  over  the  line  are  very  badly  served,  aud  that  the  residents  living  in  the 
suburbs  are  very  badly  dealt  with,  inasmuch  as  they  are  not  given  sufficient 
crossings,  either  under  or  over  the  line.  Where  these  things  can  be  done  they  are  not 
attended  to.  Even  in  Cape  Town  we  find  that  the  railway  goes  right  through  the 
foreshore,  and  there  is  no  access  to  the  foreshore.  The  Cape  Town  Council  seem  to  be 
unable  to  do  anything  in  the  matter. 

12770.  May  I  ask  you  one  other  question,  which  it  is  only  fair  to  the  Railway 
Department  should  be  put,  and  that  is  this  :  is  not  one  of  the  difficulties  that  the 
Railway  Department  have  to  contend  with  that  they  have  not  the  power  to  keep 
unauthorised  persons  off  the  line  ?  The  owners  of  property  adjoining  the  line  have  a 
right  of  way  along  the  line.  The  Department  tried  to  limit  the  right  of  way  along 
the  line  to  the  persons  actually  having  this  legal  right  and  issued  tickets  to  these 
people,  but  it  was  ruled  that  the  Railway  Department  had  not  the  power  to  do  this  aud 
the  result  is  that  you  will  see  people  daily  walking  all  along  the  railway  line,  even 
from  Woodstock  to  Cape  Town,  the  Department  having  no  power  to  turn  them  off, 
and  a  very  large  number  of  the  persons  run  over  are  persons  using  portions  of  the 
railway  line  which  were  never  intended  for  their  use  ? — I  think  a  large  number  of 
these  accidents,  in  fact  the  greatest  number  by  far,  have  really  happened 
at  the  crossings,  and  not  to  the  people  walking  along  the  line.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  the  question  is  whether  it  is  necessary  for  the  people 
to  have  access  along  the  line,  and  I  hold  that  it  is  necessary.  I  think  it  is 
quite  easy  for  them  to  have  the  right  of  way  outside  the  railway  line,  aud  I  think  it  is 
right  that  there  should  be  such  a  right  of  way,  so  as  to  give  the  people  access  to  their 
properties.  It  is  a  matter  that  could  easily  be  managed,  but  the  Government  will  not 
do  it.  A  footway  should  be  afforded  to  the  people,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  get  to  their 
houses,  and  I  think  that  it  is  only  an  excuse  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  say  that 
people  are  killed  because  they  will  walk  along  the  line.  If  it  were  a  Company  running 
the  railway  instead  of  the  Government,  you  would  have  heard  about  it  long  ago.  The 
Government  will  not  spend  money  on  the  suburban  line. 

12771.  Don’t  you  think  there  ought  to  be  an  independent  enquiry  in  the  case  of 
railway  accidents  ? — Certainly,  there  ought  to  be. 

12772.  Mr.  Stewart.]  According  to  the  newspaper  accounts,  some  of  the  people  killed 
were  alleged  to  be  the  worse  for  liquor  and  had  no  business  to  be  there!''  — Well,  of 
oourse,  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  prove,  but  it  may  be  that  there  have  been  some. 
Still,  you  can  see  the  difficulties  for  these  people  to  cross  the  line,  owing  to  the  want 
of  proper  provision  in  the  way  of  bridges  and  crossings,  which  is  nothing  short  of  a 
public  scandal. 

12773.  Chairman.']  The  question  is  how  far  one  general  authority  might  help  iu 
remedying  matters  of  this  kind  ? — There  certainly  would  be  one  advantage,  inasmuch 
as  the  bigger  power  would  be  in  a  position  to  bring  more  pressure  to  bear  upon  the 
Government. 

12774.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Do  you  of  your  own  knowledge  know  whether  footpaths 
have  been  allowed  alongside  the  railway  for  the  use  of  the  people  living  near  by ;  I 
mean,  do  you  know  of  any  case  in  Great  Britain  ? — No,  I  cannot  say  that  I  know  of 
any. 

12775.  Asa  matter  of  fact,  there  are  instances  where  that  is  done!* — Yes,  I 
think  so. 

12776.  And  in  your  opinion,  had  this  railway  been  in  the  hands  of  a  Company, 
instead  of  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  means  would  have  been  found  before  this 
to  remedy  the  present  state  of  affairs  ? — Yes,  long  ago. 
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1277 6 fa).  Dr.  Anderson  ]  Is  it  not  your  opinion  that  after  every  accident  an 
enquiry  should  be  held  into  its  cause  by  an  offioial  independently  of  the  Railway 
17th  June,  1902.  Department  F — Yes,  I  am  strongly'-  of  that  opinion. 
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Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory.  j  Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney.  Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson.  j 

The  Honourable  William  Philip  Schreiner,  K.C.,  examined. 

Fun.  12777.  Chairman.^  You  are  an  Advocate  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  at  one  time 

U  '  1-Jic^r"‘cr-  you  were  Colonial  Secretary  and  Prime  Minister  of  this  country,  and  in  that  capacity 
isth  June,  1902.  have  had  large  experience  and  knowledge  of  Municipal  affairs  both  in  the  Peninsula 
and  in  1  he  Colony  generally  ? — As  Colonial  Secretary  one  acquires  a  knowledge  of  the 
system  of  local  government. 

12778.  You  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  scope  of  this  Commission  ?— I 
have  followed  the  public  communications  in  regard  to  it. 

12779.  I  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  take  you  into  the  intricate 
questions  of  water  supply,  drainage,  sewerage  or  lighting  of  the  Peninsula.  They  are 
more  or  less  technical  points  which  we  could  hardly  look  to  you  for  evidence  upon,  but, 
generally,  from  the  point  of  view  of  your  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  smaller 
Municipalities  in  this  Peninsula,  have  you  any  information  to  give  to  the  Commission  F 
— That  is  rather  a  general  question  to  which  to  reply.  I  have  never  been  a  Municipal 
Councillor  myself  and  the  inner  working  of  the  Councils  is  only  known  to  me 
more  by  professional  experience  in  connection  with  advising  them,  as 
I  have  from  time  to  time,  on  points  in  which  they  were  concerned.  Of  course, 
I  have  my  own  knowledge  of  the  way  in  which  local  government  works,  but  that  does 
not  really  put  me  in  touch  with  the  Municipal  bodies.  I  have,  however,  been  a  resident 
for  a  good  many  years  in  the  neighbourhood  and  have  kept  my  eyes  open. 

12780.  Now,  as  a  resident  in  one  of  these  Municipalities,  is  it  your  opinion  that 
you  yourself  and  your  neighbours  are  supplied  with  Municipal  services,  to  the  extent 
that  you  could  really  reasonably  expect  to  be  supplied  P — I  do  not  wish  to  be  under¬ 
stood  as  complaining  against  the  Claremont  Municipality,  in  which  I  am  a  resident, 
but  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  different  small  Municipalities  in  the  suburbs  must  in 
some  way  or  another  not  economically  spend  the  money  which  is  from  time  to  time  in 
their  hands.  The  rates  are  rather  heavy,  and,  as  an  outsider,  not  looking  into  the 
accounts,  it  is  difficult  to  realise  exactly  what  one  obtains  for  the  rates  one  pays.  A  rate¬ 
payer  must  pay  a  considerable  sum  byway  of  rates  and  special  payments,  and  yet  one  does 
not  see  that  the  big  things  are  being  advanced  in  proportion  to  the  highrates  that  one  has 
to  pay.  I  know  the  difficulties  of  the  situation  are  great ;  for  instance,  in  particular  with 
regard  to  water  and  drainage.  There  is  no  general  system  of  drainage  where  I  live,  one 
makes  his  own  system  of  drainage.  He  has  to  do  it  himself,  independent  of  the  rates. 
There  is  a  system  of  stercus  removal  which  is  part  of  what  you  get  for  your  money, 
and  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  lighting.  There  is  also  a  kitchen  slop-water  removal, 
but  that  is,  generally  speaking,  so  inconvenient  and  unpleasant  that  you  prefer,  if 
possible,  to  avoid  it  rather  than  to  use  it.  I  am  not  blaming  the  Municipality  with 
negligence,  but  I  think  that  some  central  authority  is  wanted  to  take  up  a  scheme 
which  would  meet  the  requirements  of  all  these  neighbourhoods  which  are  so  locally 
situated  that  they  can  be  dealt  with  as  a  block,  and  then  I  think,  even  if  higher 
rates  become  necessary,  it  would  be  such  an  improvement  on  the  existing  system  that 
it  would  be  very  desirable.  I  do  not  say  that  the  money  is  not  expended  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  all.  On  the  other  hand  one  has  to  look  at  this  :  that  all  these  Municipalities 
are  putting  in  a  lot  of  money  into  extending  the  roads,  and  that  means  enhanced  rate¬ 
able  value,  and  also  an  opportunity  for  the  increase  of  the  population,  which  must  be 
provided  in  a  growing  locality,  so  that  we,  in  some  parts,  are  to  a  certain  extent  paying 
for  the  development  of  the  outlying  localities,  and  that  is  I  think  one  reason  for  the 
highrates.  The  Council-  are  adopting  a  development  policy,  and  I  think  they  are 
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doing  it  fairly  well,  as  far  as  I  can  see.  They  are  developing  our  roads,  every  one  of 
which  means  increased  cost  but  provides  access  to  the  railway  and  to  the  centres  of 
population,  which  can  only  be  done  by  the  Municipalities  taking  the  development  of 
roads  in  hand. 

12781.  That  would  imply  that  some  of  the  primary  services  for  which 
Municipalities  exist  are  being  neglected  to  some  extent,  for  instance,  a  good  water 
supply  is  not  being  provided  ? — They  are  doing  all  they  can  in  the  matter  of  water 
through  the  Suburban  Waterworks  Board,  but  I  doubt  whether  that  is  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  or  a  complete  system  for  the  supply  in  the  future,  and,  perhaps,  in  the  near 
future.  As  regards  drainage  and  sewerage  they  are  making  individual  efforts, 
here  and  there,  but  some  of  the  Municipalities,  such  as  Mowbray,  are  confessedly 
sitting  prostrate  before  a  problem  which  they  cannot  face.  They  are  practically  appealing 
for  mercy  against  a  judicial  order  interdicting  an  existing  and  proved  nuisance. 
They  are  absolutely  doing  nothing  to  help  themselves.  They  have  done  nothing  for 
months  in  the  direction  of  obeying  a  peremptory  order  of  Court  to  abate  a 
nuisance  in  their  Municipality.  They  may  have  done  something  very  recenthq  I 
would  not  speak  definitely  as  to  that,  but  until  recently  I  can  state  that  they  had  done 
nothing  to  abate  a  nuisance  at  a  station  of  the  importance  of  Observatory  Road.  That 
is  an  illustration  of  the  way  in  which  these  individual  Municipalities — without  charging 
them  with  positive  neglect — by  their  smallness,  are  compelled  to  sit  face  to  face  with 
a  problem  too  big  for  them  to  cover.  One  sympathises  with  the  Municipal  Councillors. 
I  do  not  wish,  in  fact  I  do  not  think  that  one  ought,  to  take  up  an  attitude  hostile  to 
gentlemen  who  are  willing  to  give  up  a  great  deal  of  their  time  to  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  neighbourhood  in  which  they  live.  I,  myself,  and  many  of  my 
friends,  do  not  do  anything  in  that  direction,  and  we  have  no  right  to  be 
censorious  with  those  gentlemen  who  are  willing  to  give  up  their  time  to  the 
public.  The  circumstances,  however,  are  such  that  they  cannot  cope  with,  so 
that  some  other  way  must  be  devised  of  dealing  with  these  primary  necessities 
of  the  neighbourhood,  such  as  sewerage,  drainage,  lighting  and  water  supply.  These 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  comprehensive  way  by  a  body  properly  constituted  with  the 
fullest  representative  features  and  the  fullest  authority  to  act  for  the  benefit  of  all. 
But  when  you  put  the  question  as  to  how  far  locally,  and  to  what  extent  this  body 
should  act,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  For  instance,  take  a  Municipality  like  Wynberg, 
a  great  portion  of  which  could  not  possibly  fall  conveniently  into  a  drainage  scheme 
with  the  rest  of  the  Municipalities  which  lie  nearer  Cape  Town,  I  would  not 
like  to  say  offhand  that  it  must  necessarily  be  for  all  purposes  blotted  out  as  a  Muni¬ 
cipality  and  included  in  such  a  central  organisation  as  I  have  indicated.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  go  to  that  extent.  You  must  measure  a  new  scheme  to  the  actual 
requirements  of  the  people  to  be  affected  by  it  or  it  will  not  be  a  success. 

12782.  But  that  is  more  particularly  in  regard  to  drainage  you  are  speaking? — 
But  not  entirely.  For  instance,  take  water.  To  my  knowledge  in  1887  or  1888,  I 
believe  it  was  1887,  Wynberg  obtained  the  passing  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  which 
during  its  various  stages  was  hotly  debated  in  this  room  and  in  another  room  in  the 
building.  They  were  taking  time  by  the  forelock.  The  old  Liesbeek  Water  Company 
fell  to  the  ground  because  it  had  no  rating  powers,  and  the  old  Liesbeek  Municipality — 
which  never  should  have  been  dissolved — had  also  just  been  on  the  verge  of  getting  its 
necessary  powers  to  obtain  a  supply  on  Table  Mountain.  It  was  then  dissolved  and 
the  different  small  Municipalities  now  existing  in  the  Peninsula  were  constituted. 
Wynberg,  seeing  its  opportunity,  came  in  and  sought  to  take  certain  rights  to  the 
water  on  the  top  of  Table  Mountain.  Cape  Town,  seeing  what  Wynberg  was  aiming  at, 
became  very  active  then,  and  wisely  so,  and  it  also  introduced  a  measure  in  the  same 
session  and  there  was  a  compromise  between  Cape  Town  and  Wynberg,  the  two  Muni¬ 
cipalities  at  opposite  extremes  of  the  Peninsula.  By  this  compromise  Cape  Town  took 
one  portion  of  the  top  of  the  mountain  for  its  area  and  Wynberg  received  another 
portion.  Wynberg  went  to  great  expense  to  obtain  a  fair  supply  of  water,  and  if  you 
are  considering  the  advisability  of  bringing  that  into  the  hotch-pot  of  supplies  for  the 
whole  of  the  Peninsula  you  must  consider  the  position  of  Wynberg  as  preferential  in 
that  regard.  Wynberg  is  fairly  well  served  with  its  own  scheme  of  water. 

12783.  You  say  that  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  should  not  have  been  broken  up  ? 
— I  do.  I  have  always  maintained  that  it  was  a  retrograde  step.  The  organisation 
had  been  formed  and,  if  it  did  not  work  well  with  the  ward  system,  yet  it  was  a 
retrograde  step  to  jump  back  to  a  number  of  small  Municipalities  by  mere 
Proclamation. 

12784.  That  would  imply  that  Wynberg  was  well  served  by  the  breaking  up  of  the 
Liesbeek  Municipality? — In  my  opinion  it  certainly  was.  We  were  on  the  point  of  passing 
a  measure  to  obtain  additional  benefits  for  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  when  the  Procla¬ 
mation  was  issued.  We  were  still  working  with  the  Bill,  but  Mr.  Speaker’s  ruling  was 
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H  n  that  the  Bill  must  then  drop,  and  it  dropped  accordingly.  It  was  a  retrograde  step  to 

n  r'__V!  issue  this  Proclamation,  and  we  must  trace  a  great  deal  of  the  present  difficulty  to  it. 

is tli  June,  1902.  These  smaller  Municipalities  have,  in  their  respective  ways,  endeavoured  to  do  what  they 
could,  but,  naturally,  they  are  not  in  a  position  to  deal  with  comprehensive  systems 
of  water  supply  or  drainage  or  sewerage.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  combine  them 
together  but,  so  far,  they  have  not  proved  very  successful.  The  nearest  approaoh 
to  success  in  that  direction  has  been  the  combination  which  led  to  the  obtaining  of 
the  Suburban  Water  Works  for  the  four  Municipalities  concerned.  You  can  come  to 
large  problems  much  nearer  than  Wynberg.  There  is  Woodstock,  adjoining  Cape 
Town,  which  has  its  own  particular  rights  and  its  own  particular  constitution.  The 
way  I  look  at  it  is  that  all  the  Municipalities  should  be  willing — not  to  forego  their 
existence  :  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I  think  that  any  one  of  the  Municipalities 
should  be  absolutely  blotted  out,  not  at  all ;  I  think  there  is  abundant  opportunity 
for  ordinary  Municipal  work  to  be  well  carried  out,  and  by  the  existing  Municipal 
Corporations.  But  there  should  be  a  supreme  Corporation  fully  representative  in  its 
character  and  endowed  with  the  necessary  powers  to  deal  with  the  primary  needs  of 
the  neighbourhood,  and  it  is  for  this  Commission  to  determine  just  how  far  to  go  with 
that.  If  you  devise  a  scheme  that  will  be  largely  unpopular  with  the  great  body  of 
the  people  you  cannot  hope  that  it  will  work  well.  Unless  it  works  well  with  the 
people  it  cannot  be  a  success. 

12785.  There  are  schemes  which  even  an  angel  from  Heaven  could  not  make 
acceptable  ? — Just  so,  but  I  do  not  think  there  should  be,  and  I  do  not  think  there 
would  be,  any  serious  objections  to  a  well  devised  scheme  which  would  take  in  hand 
these  great  objects,  which  the  individual  Municipalities  have  been  proved  to  be  unable 
to  deal  with,  by  placing  them  in  the  hands  of  a  central  authority. 

12786.  We  are  face  to  face  with  this  difficulty  :  A  Cape  Town  witness  told  us 
most  emphatically  that  within  a  measurable  distance  of  the  present  moment  a  sup¬ 
ply  of  water  will  be  required  for  the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town  of 
10,000,000  gallons  per  day.  That  means  that  a  very  large  scheme  will  have  to 
be  gone  into  for  Cape  Town  itself.  Now,  it  seems  an  impossibility 
to  meet  the  vast  Cape  Town  Corporation  in  that  respect  by  placing  a  Board  over  it  that 
is  to  take  the  construction  of  the  necessary  works  out  of  its  hands.  Further,  we  must 
leave  a  scheme  of  that  kind,  must  we  not,  in  the  hands  of  the  Corporation  itself,  and 
we  would  be  well  advised  in  doing  so,  would  we  not,  seeing  that  up  to  the  present  time 
they  have  done  their  work  with  creditable  zeal  and  success  ? — Does  that  involve  that 
the  Cape  Town  Municipality  would  continue  to  exist  as  a  separate  organisation  with 
the  additional  object  of  supplying  water  at  stipulated  charges,  not  more  for  the  people 
living  outside  its  limits  than  for  the  people  living  within  them  ?  Because  if  so,  I  do 
not  see  that  there  is  any  fundamental  objection.  I  am  strongly  persuaded  that 
you  cannot  carry  through  a  scheme  of  that  sort  which  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Corporation  strongly  objects  to,  and  also  that  you  cannot  carry  through 
a  scheme  which  the  suburban  Municipalities  strongly  object  to.  But  I  do  not  see  that 
they  should  object  if  the  Cape  Town  scheme  included  the  making  of  provision  for  their 
needs,  provided  that  their  inhabitants  had  only  to  pay  on  the  same  scale  as  Cape  Town 
for  their  water,  plus,  of  course,  whatever  was  necessary  for  the  more  distant  distribution 
of  the  water.  What  we  want  is  a  good  thing,  and  if  you  can  get  it  through  the  Cape 
Town  Municipality,  with  the  suburban  interests  properly  protected,  I  think  that  every 
suburban  Municipality  is  sufficiently  attached  to  Cape  Town  to  take  no  umbrage  and 
feel  no  grievance.  When  I  say  a  central  authority,  I  do  not  feel  that  it  means  wiping 
out  the  Corporation  of  Cape  Town,  but  you  still  want  some  organisation  for  the 
suburbs  to  protect  suburban  people  in  proper  observation  of  statutory  obligations  cast 
upon  Cape  Town  should  they  undertake  this  service. 

12787.  What  would  that  central  authority  be  ? — I  do  not  like  hurriedly  to  give 
any  solution  of  such  a  problem,  but  it  should  be,  I  think,  a  central  authority  constituted 
by  representatives  from  (he  different  Municipalities  with,  perhaps,  appointee  members 
in  addition.  My  own  idea  is  that  it  would  be  a  stronger  organisation  if  it  had  within 
it,  as  Harbour  Boards  have,  appointee  representatives  from  the  central  government. 
That  is,  provided  that  the  appointee  representatives  were  never  numerous  enough  to 
shape  a  policy  in  cases  where  the  Municipalities  were  united  in  opposition  to  them.  I 
believe  in  local  self-government,  but  it  would  be  nugatory  if  you  gave  members 
appointed  by  the  Government  undue  power.  The  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  in 
London  did  not  work  very  well,  but  the  London  County  Council  works  much  better. 

12788.  We  have  evidence  on  behalf  of  tho  Cape  Town  Corporation  that  they  will 
resent  in  the  keenest  degree  any  interference  with  their  functions  or  powers.  They 
consider  that  they  are  perfectly  competent  to  do  all  the  work  that  is  required  of  a 
Municipal  body.  They  are  prepared  to  be  associated  and  give  proportionate 
municipal  rights  to  the  other  Municipalities  in  this  neighbourhood  for  the  purpose 
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of  municipal  government  and  generally  for  equipping  the  whole  municipal  area  in  ^ 

a  proper  and  legitimate  way  ? — Yes,  but  you  will  notice  that  the  Cape  Town  ’  ' _ 1 

Corporation  would  really  mainly  have  to  work  with  the  suburbs  only  on  two  of  trie  isth  June,  1902. 

primary  objects  cf  which  I  have  spoken,  that  is  to  say  in  the  obtaining  of  a  water 

supply  and  perhaps  in  the  matter  of  public  lighting.  They  need  not  necessarily  be 

connected  on  the  lighting  question  but  when  you  come  to  the  question  of  a 

sewerage  system  or  a  drainage  system  for  the  suburbs  I  cannot  conceive 

that  the  busy  Councillors  of  the  Corporation  of  Cape  Town  would  be  able 

to  take  very  much  practical  interest  in  working  through  a  drainage  system  for 

that  large  area  outside  Cape  Town  itself,  seeing  that  it  would  be  a  wholly 

different  scheme,  or  at  any  rate  nearly  entirely  unconnected  with  the  system  now 

working  in  Cape  Town.  How  are  you  going  to  work  out  sewerage  and  drainage  for 

the  suburbs  via  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  ?  Cape  Town  has  dealt  with  this  problem 

certainly  with  very  great  zeal,  particularly  in  later  years,  but  I  do  not  see  that  by 

reason  of  that  the  suburban  system  would  be  likely  to  be  more  successful  by  the 

district  being  included  in  the  Cape  Town  Municipality.  I  do  not  see  that  Cape 

Town’s  scheme  involves  any  information  or  facilities  in  relation  to  suburban  sewerage 

and  drainage  that  you  want  somebody  from  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  to  deal  with  it. 

12789.  Dr.  Gregory .]  The  suburban  sewage  would  probably  have  to 
be  carried  over  the  Cape  Town  area  to  an  outfall  ?  —  That  is  simply 
a  question  of  passage,  aud  it  is  not  a  matter  in  which  I  can  conceive  that  the  suburbs 
could  feel  that  they  were  likely  to  be  quite  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by  representatives 
of  the  Cape  Town  population  elected  simply  in  Cape  Town. 

12790.  Mr.  Gurney.']  You  mean  not  working  without  representatives  from  the 
suburban  Municipalities  ?■ — Quite  so.  I  do  not  put  it  that  the  new  central  authority 
should  necessarily  be  regarded  as  supreme  over  the  great  Cape  Town  Corporation,  but 
if  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  had  its  own  representatives  upon  such  a  constituted 
body  to  deal  with  these  matters  which  specially  affected  the  suburbs  but  which  also,  to 
a  certain  extent,  affected  Cape  Town,  I  do  not  see  that  the  dignity  or  the  position  of 
the  Cape  Town  Corporation  would  be  affected. 

12791.  Chairman.]  But  is  there  not  a  tendency  at  the  present  time,  when  such 
difficulties  have  occurred  as  we  are  meeting  with  here,  to  combine  smaller  Municipali¬ 
ties  for  the  purpose  of  getting  larger  powers  perhaps,  more  able  men,  greater  borrowing 
powers,  a  better  staff  of  experts  and  so  on  ? — I  admit  that  there  is  such  a  tendeney  and 
I  do  not  say  that  it  is  a  bad  tendency,  but,  I  say,  “  Don’t  hurry .”  That  may  come  in 
the  future.  You  have  at  present  a  large  number  of  small  Municipalities,  each  one 
instinct  with  life  and  virility  of  its  own.  Let  me  refer  you  to  Woodstock;  let  me 
refer  you  to  Sea  Point.  Each  has  its  own  schemes,  in  some  respects  completed  and  in 
others  in  the  air  but  coming  nearer.  They  are  not  likely  to  take,  with  anything  like 
equanimity,  the  prospect  of  effaeement,  whereas  they  might  take  with  perfect  equani¬ 
mity,  the  detachment  of  some  of  their  functions  to  a  central  body  on  which  they  are 
represented.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  if  you  are  going  to  blot  out  Woodstock,  and 
absorb  it  into  Cape  Town  on  one  hand,  or  absorb  it  into  a  large  suburban  M  unicipality 
on  the  other  hand,  that  it  is  a  question  of  very  great  gravity. 

12792.  But  need  it  be  a  case  of  absorption  ?  Would  there  be  no  possible  way  of 
incorporation,  with  a  proper  system  of  representation  on  a  general  council,  that  would 
meet  the  view  of  the  local  residents  ? — In  other  words  re  garding  the  whole  of  the 
Peninsula  as  a  kind  of  county  with  its  County  Council  ? 

12793.  Yes. — There,  I  am  afraid,  you  will  find  that  the  Cape  Town  Corporation 
and  the  Cape  Town  people  would  scarcely  like  a  constitution  to  be  established  which, 
if  fair  representation  were  given  to  all  the  other  Municipalities,  might  lead  to  the 
predominancy  upon  that  larger  Council  of  members,  who  were  not  Cape  Town 
members,  to  vote  and  determine  upon  Cape  Town  matters. 

12794.  So  far  as  we  have  had  evidence  from  Cape  Town  they  are  prepared  to  face 
that  difficulty  rather  than  to  be  encumbered  with  any  Board  put  over  them  separately  ? 

—  Whether  you  call  it  a  Board  or  a  County  Council,  it  would  mean  that  there  would 
be  the  Council  substituted  for  the  present  Corporation  of  Cape  Town,  or,  in  the 
alternative,  that  the  present  Corporation  of  Cape  Town  would  maintain  its  indepen¬ 
dence  and  autonomy,  and  then  the  Municipal  bodies  around  about  would  feel  that  they 
were  being  placed  in  a  position  of  subordination  to  Cape  Town. 

12795.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Is  not  the  reply  to  that  to  reconstruct  the  Municipalities 
altogether,  so  that  neither  can  have  a  grievance  ? — Theoretically  that  is  probably  so  ;  but 
you  have  to  take  the  facts  as  they  stand  when  you  begin  tampering  with  systems.  I 
do  not  see  clearly,  myself,  how  such  reconstruction  could  be  immediately,  or 
speedily,  applied  to  the  whole  Peninsula.  I  do  not  see  it.  The 
Chairman  very  strong  rep  resentation  of  the  views  of  the  Cape  Town  people 
stands  entirely  in  opposition  to  that  suggestion,  and,  if  you  take  it  that  Cape  Town 
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.  p  n.  would  oppose  it.  you  must  take  it  that  Woodstock  would  oppose  it,  very  probably 

‘  ■_N‘  t'1  Wynberg  would  oppose  it,  and  perhaps  Sea  Point  might  also  opppose  it.  If  you  look 
,Tim-,  ’  902.  at  it  from  a  broader  point  of  view  you  can  see  that  it  wonld  not  go  through. 

12796.  Chnirman.-]  A  witness  from  Cape  Town  said  that  they  would  not  oppose 
amalgamation  of  their  interests  with  the  interests  of  the  suburbs,  but  what  they  would 
oppose  would  be  the  placing  into  the  hands  of  a  superior  board  the  ordinary  municipal 
enter  prise  of  the  town  whether  the  board  was  elected  by  the  ratepayers  or  whether  it 
was  a  board  of  nominees.  They  are  prepared  to  accept  the  other  Municipalities  with 
them  on  equal  terms.  That  is  to  say,  to  accept  them  and  have  a  larger  Town  Council 
with  representatives  from  all  parts  of  the  Peninsula.  They  are  prepared  to  go  into 
that,  even  with  the  risk  of  being  dominated  by  a  majority  from  outside  ;  and  they  do 
so  because  they  consider  that  an  enlarged  Municipality  is  perfectly  able,  without  the 
intervention  of  any  other  foreign  body,  to  deal  with  every  problem  that  can  possibly 
arise  and  they  suggest  this  as  a  proper  solution  of  the  whole  question  ? — You  mean, — 
extend  the  boundaries  of  the  Municipality  to  the  boundaries  of  Wynberg  ? 

12797.  From  Wynberg  to  Camps  Bay. — You  mean  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  ? 

12798.  Not  necessarily  the  Cape  Town  Municipality. — Mutato  nomine ,  <le  te 
alula  narratur.  The  present  Municipal  Corporation  of  Cape  Town  would  be  fused 
into  a  large  organisation  and  would  no  doubt  be  the  predominant  partner,  but, 
still  would  be  only  one  of  the  partners  represented,  and  you  would  then  have 
the  representation  of  Wynberg  dealing  with  the  questions  of  Cape  Town  such  as 
water,  drainage  and  sewerage,  and  the  representatives  of  Cape  Town  dealing  with 
suburban  questions. 

12799.  And  they  say  that  such  is  not  unnecessary  because  there  are  so  many 
people  who  have  double  interests — interests  in  Cape  Town  and  Wynberg — having 
their  businesses  in  Cape  Town  and  their  residences  in  Wynberg  ? — That  wants  very 
careful  working  out,  as  regards  the  maintenance  of  other  local  bodies,  call  them  what 
you  will,  whether  Ward  Committees  or  what  you  choose.  You  must  have  a  great 
many  things  actually  dealt  with  and  not  merely  reported  on,  to  be  approved  or  not  to 
be  approved  by  this  great  central  authority.  They  will  have  to  be  actually  dealt  with 
locally,  because  if  that  great  body  has  to  deal  with  vast  numbers  of  small  day  to  day 
concerns  from  Wynberg  to  Cape  Town,  it  will  break  down  from  the  mass  of  work 
to  be  undertaken.  There  must  be  auxiliary  bodies.  I  do  not  care  a  bit  about  words, 
it  is  the  thing  that  I  am  driving  at,  and  the  thing  is  :  you  would  still  have  to  maintain 
the  local  institutions  for  certain  purposes,  and  you  would  consolidate  in  the  Munici¬ 
pality  the  dealing  with  large  comprehensive  primary  problems.  That  would  be  a 
solution,  and  if  by  giving  it  any  particular  name  or  phrase  you  could  secure  for  it  the 
goodwill  of  the  people,  I  say  certainly  do  so.  I  mean  that  if  Cape  Town  would  like 
it  better  if  it  was  called  the  Peninsula  Municipality,  springing  from  Cape  Town,  as  it 
were,  as  the  head,  I  would  have  no  objection,  provided  always  that  there  should  be  fair 
representation  of  all  the  interests  that  are  concerned,  and  that  there  is  local  detailed 
power  in  the  different  localities  to  deal  with  the  local  detailed  needs,  which  could  not 
be  dealt  with  by  one  big  body. 

12800.  The  advantage  of  the  bigger  body  would  be  that  you  would  get  on 
the  Council  men  with  business  capacity  to  guide  and  direct  the  members  of  the  local 
committees,  who,  in  their  turn,  would  report  to  the  general  meetings  of  the  Council  as 
to  what  they  had  done  in  carrying  on  such  local  work  that  might  be  necessary.  In 
that  way  it  seems  to  some  of  us  that  we  could  infuse  a  stronger  life  into  the  local 
government  of  the  whole  of  the  areas,  which,  as  everyone  seems  to  say,  is  very  much 
needed  ? — But  if  we  once  come  to  the  thing  that  is  desirable,  is  it  not  then  prudent, 
and  tactful,  to  respect  as  much  as  possible  the  individuality  of  the  smaller 
Municipalities,  as  you  respect  the  individuality  of  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  ? 
Cape  Town  itself  would  have  thousands  of  needs  which  it  would  be  quite  unwise 
to  overburden  a  central  Peninsula  Municipality  with,  considering  Wynberg 
Avould  have  its  hundreds  of  needs,  and  the  intermediate  Municipalities,  Woodstock, 
Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  and  Claremont,  would  have  theirs  in  proportion.  Why  then 
should  not  the  local  authorities  that  are  in  being  and  have  been  working  now  for  20 
years— since  the  Act  of  1882 — in  the  suburbs,  continue  to  exist  and  carry  out  these 
functions  which  would  not  properly  fall  within  the  central  control? 

12801.  You  come  back  to  the  fact  that  they  have  not  done  the  needful  and  that 
there  does  not  appear  a  possibility  of  their  being  able  to  do  it  until  we  get  some  stronger 
backing  to  help  them  in  their  enterprise  ? — I  am  not  suggesting  that  these  local  bodies 
should  deal  with  the  central  and  primary  things, such  as  water,  sewerage,  drainage  and 
lighting,  and  it  may  be  something  else.  I  am  suggesting  that  the  central  body  should 
deal  with  those,  but  that  the  local  bodies  should  deal  with  the  many  other  things  that 
■‘■till  remain,  for  imtance,  the  making  of  streets  and  roads  and  the  kerbing  and 
guttering  of  them,  also  the  repair  and  upkeep  of  old  streets  and  roads. 
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J  2802.  Dr.  Gregory.']  Should  not  the  primary  control  be  in  the  main  authority, 
but  the  carrying  out  to  be  deputed  to  the  local  vestries  or  committees? — Then 
you  come  to  the  question  of  finance  upon  which  that  fringes.  How  are  you  going  to 
apportion  the  sums  of  money  which  will  be  contributed  by  all  the  district  into  one 
common  treasury  ?  You  have  hundreds  of  streets  and  roads  in  Cape  Town  and  in  the 
suburbs  that  are  waiting  making  up  or  improvement.  If  you  put  it  all  into  the  hands 
of  the  central  authority  whichever  interests  happen  to  predominate  numerically  on  the 
Council,  without  attributing  corruption  in  the  least,  or  any  wrong  motive,  the  predomi¬ 
nating  vote  will  incline  to  its  own  locality  in  the  apportionment  of  the  means  for  this  work. 
That  is  where  the  suburban  Municipalities  would  feel,  if  they  were  in  a  minority,  that 
their  special  and  local  interests  were  not  likely  to  he  well  consulted,  and  that  is  where 
Cape  Town  would  feel,  if  the  suburban  representatives  were  in  a  majority  on  the 
larger  Council  that  they  were  going  to  have  no  sufficient  attention  paid  to  the  making 
and  improvement  of  Cape  Town  streets.  The  principle  is  to  let  the  locality  manage 
its  own  local  concerns  with  money  drawn  from  the  persons  interested  in  those  local 
concerns,  and  not  to  look  too  narrowly  at  the  whole  question. 

12803.  Mr.  Gurney.]  Does  not  that  resolve  itself  into  a  question  .of  rating  ? — It 
is  a  question  of  rating  and  the  power  of  apportionment  of  the  rates,  and  when  you 
get  a  good  scheme  of  apportionment  you  will  have  solved  a  great  difficulty. 
Answering  Dr.  Gregory  as  to  whether  the  central  authority  should  not  have  the 
apportionment  I  must  differ. 

12804.  Then  with  certain  safeguards  as  to  the  apportionment  of  the  rates 
you  are  not  opposed  to  the  scheme  ? — If  these  safeguards  are  there,  and  if 
the  apportionment  is  made  a  matter  of  proper  statutory  determination,  so  that  people 
living  in  Wynherg  shall  know  that  their  money  is  spent  in  Wynberg ;  that  is  to  say, 
that  the  Wynberg  road  rates  shall  be  spent  upon  the  Wynberg  roads,  I  agree.  But 
we  come  again  to  the  same  idea  of  a  central  authority  to  control  matters  of  common 
concern  with  no  part  in  the  more  local  matters. 

12805.  Chairman.]  How  are  you  to  get  that  central  authority  ?  We  say  that  the 
ratepayers,  as  such,  in  the  whole  area  should  elect  them  directly  ? — By  wards  ? 

12806.  Yes,  by  wards.  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  that  ?  The  only  alternative 
to  that  is  that  our  central  authority  would  be  indirectly  elected  or  be  appointees. 
The  idea  of  direct  election  would  be  more  likely  to  carry  out  the  primary  idea 
of  local  self-government  ? — That  is  so.  When  I  suggested  that  there  should  be 
representatives  from  the  Councils  themselves,  I  had  in  view  a  close  attachment  between 
the  various  small  Councils  and  the  central  authority,  but,  really,  I  would  prefer  a  more 
democratic  system  of  representatives  being  elected  to  the  central  authority  by  the  people 
themselves.  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  might,  and  generally  would,  elect,  as  their 
members  on  the  central  authority,  some  of  their  prominent  representatives  on  their  own 
local  Council.  It  is  important,  if  you  would  still  maintain  the  existing  Councils,  that 
you  would  not  want  them  to  be  entirely  dissociated  from  the  local  repre¬ 
sentatives  on  the  central  Council.  It  might  be  desirable  to  secure  this  associa¬ 
tion  that  you  should  have  a  nominee  or  nominees  from  each  Council  to  the 
central  Council,  plus  the  elected  persons  whom  the  different  wards  or  small 
Municipalities,  as  the  case  may  be,  would  send.  I  would  carefully  guard  against 
having  too  many  members  on  the  central  Council.  It  must  not  be  too  large  a  Council 
as  it  would  be  unwieldy  and  unworkable.  I  do  not  like  simply  to  trust  to  the  chauce 
of  the  local  suburban  Wards  or  Municipalities  always  selecting  the  same  persons  for  the 
one  authority  as  for  the  other.  I  think  that  they  would  undoubtedly  often  do  it,  but 
I  would  prefer  that  the  Councillors  themselves  should  appoint  representatives  to  main¬ 
tain  the  touch  between  the  two  authorities.  I  do  not  like  to  say  that  the  democratic 
system  which  you  suggest  would  not  work  well,  but  it  might  not.  You  might  come 
to  a  clash  in  which  the  persons  representing  certain  areas  in  the  Peninsula  on  the 
larger  Council  would  take  up  a  position  absolutely  in  antagonism  to  the  Local  Council, 
and  I  would  prefer,  if  possible,  to  safeguard  against  that. 

12807.  Would  there  be  any  objection  to  those  members  elected  to  the  general 
body  by  the  ratepayers  being  regarded  as  the  Local  Committee  for  the  ward  by  which 
they  were  elected  ? — It  would  sweep  away  the  existing  Municipalities  altogether. 

12808.  To  a  certain  extent ;  but  you  would  retain  your  local  features  and  you 
would  maintain  a  machinery  for  carrying  out  the  local  needs  ?  —Only  in  the  persons 
of  the  members  elected  to  the  central  body. 

12809.  But  why  have  two  elections? — Because  I  believe  to  some  extent  in  small 
units.  I  may  be  heterodox  in  my  belief  in  the  smaller  unit,  but  I  am  inclined  to  go  so 
far  as  to  say  that  for  local  purposes  the  smaller  the  unit  the  better,  almost. 

j2810.  Would  not  that  representation  give  to  the  local  unit  a  sufficient  stability 
or  a  sufficient  recognition  ? — Not  sufficient  under  this  large  scheme,  the  local  represen¬ 
tatives  on  the  Central  Municipal  Council  of,  let  us  say,  Wynberg,  would  only  be  a 
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Ho..  small  committee  of  that  Council.  There  would  be  no  Mayor  of  Wynberg  just  the 
’  1  same  as  there  would  bo  no  Mayor  of  Rondebosch,  or  Mowbray,  or  Claremont.  All 

lMh  i  \mo,  i!»62.  these  liard  workers  in  the  Municipal  field  would  practically  disappear.  They  would 
fill  quite  a  subordinate  position  on  the  Central  Peninsula  Municipality.  But  under 
the  scheme  which  I  suggest  you  would  not  efface  that  proper  local  dignity  which  has 
its  uses  in  municipal  life. 

12811.  Let  us  take  the  matter  as  it  now  stands.  There  is  nothing  to  hinder  the 
present  Mayor  of  Cape  Town  from  becoming  Mayor  of  Rondebosch  ?— No,  but  under 
the  scheme  which  I  suggest  there  would  be  no  Mayor  of  Rondebosch. 

12812.  That  is  so,  but  the  Mayor  of  the  whole  Peninsula  Municipality  might  hail 
from  Rondebosch  ? — Is  there  that  solidarity  of  interests,  apart  from  the  four  great 
primary*objeots  which  I  have  named,  which  would  make  the  suburban  people  ready  and 
willing  to  efface  their  local  institutions  altogether  ? 

12813.  It  is  held  by  many  of  the  witnesses  that  there  is  that  solidarity  and  com¬ 
munity  of  interests  in  the  Peninsula  ? — It  may  be  that  1  bave  not  read  all  the  evidence, 
but  I  think  that  witnesses  from  the  country  Municipalities  would  readily  be  found,  if 
they  have  not  been  called,  to  take  quite  an  opposite  view. 

12814.  The  evidence  is  undoubtedly  conflicting,  but  it  points  both  ways,  and  the 
difficulty  is  to  balance  the  evidence.  I  would  draw  attention  to  the  case  of  Glasgow. 
Ten  years  ago,  as  you  know,  it  was  an  enormous  Municipality  with  a  population 
of  between  500,000  and  600,000,  but  about  the  year  1888  a  Commission  was  appointed 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  amalgamating  with  it  six  or  eight  other  Municipalities 
further  dowh  the  Clyde,  containing  a  total  population  of  something  like  180,000. 
These  were  fairly  well  equipped  Municipalities,  and  I  believe  that  their  representa¬ 
tives  objected  very  much  to  the  suggestion.  As  a  result  of  the  Commission  they  were 
all  amalgamated  to  the  common  benefit,  and  they  are  now  realising  that  it  was  for  the 
best.  'They  lost  their  local  provosts  and  baillies,  but  they  have  got  over  that,  and  feel 
now  rather  proud  that  they  are  a  part  of  the  great  Municipality  of  Glasgow.  Might  we 
not  lookforward  to  a  similar  result  here? — I  cannot  speak  from  experience  of  anyplaeebut 
this,  but  I  know  this  place  fairly  well  and  feel  that  the  local  special  needs,  varying  as 
they  dc  very  widely  in  the  peculiar  broken  area  that  is  to  be  dealt  with  here,  would 
not  be  likely  to  be  best  looked  after  simply  by  a  central  authority  amongst  whose 
members  would  be  committees  from  the  different  localities.  A  good  deal  would  depend 
on  the  strength  of  each  committee,  and  you  could  not  make  your  central  body  very 
big  or  it  would  become  unwieldy.  I  have  not  heard  any  suggesiious  as  to  the  actual 
number  of  members  that  should  compose  the  Peninsula  Municipality. 

12815.  We  have  heard  it  suggested  in  evidence  by  perhaps  the  most  experienced 
Councillor  in  this  neighbourhood,  that  he  is  quite  prepared  to  see  a  Council  of  50 
members.  He  thought  that  that  was  the  lowest  number  of  which  it  should  consist. 
If  that  was  so  would  not  that  give  scope  for  considerable  representation  for  a  place 
like  Wynberg  ?  There  would  be  no  reason  that  the  representation  should 
not  be  even  larger  than  that  ? — I  only  mention  Wynberg  because  it  is  perhaps 
a  salient  case — a  case  at  the  extreme— in  which  the  varying  interests  are  perhaps 
more  marked  than  in  any  other.  I  can  only  say  that  my  proclivity  is  towards  two 
things :  do  not  be  too  hasty  to  make  great  changes,  festina  lente ;  and  secondly, 
do  not  put  forward  a  scheme  which  will  abolish,  or  impair,  the  value  of  local  effort  in 
things  purely  local.  These  are  the  principles  which  I  would  apply.  I  do  not  say,  if 
the  local  importance  and  very  natural  civic  pride  of  these  smaller  Municipalities,  and 
their  hading  men,  was  to  be  voluntarily  set  aside  for  the  common  benefit,  it  would  not 
be  a  good  thing.  But  if  such  a  scheme  as  you  suggest  in  which  the  purely  local  concerns 
would  be  dealt  with  by  committees  of  the  large  body,  not  having  themselves  a  separate 
corporate  existence,  they  must  certainly,  at  the  very  least,  have  absolute  power  and 
oontrol  of  their  own  areas  with  certain  properly  apportioned  funds,  the  apportionment 
of  which  should  not  be  matter  for  simple  vote  of  the  Council. 

12816.  But  with  such  a  safeguard  and  with  such  provisions,  do  you  not  think  that 
the  thing  might  be  made  to  work  ?—  Yes,  with  tactful  propagandism  in  addition. 

12817.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  larger  Municipalities  in  Europe  and  the  United 
States,  even  when  amalgamation  has  not  taken  place,  and  particularly  when  it  has  taken 
place,  the  principle  of  differential  rating  has  to  be  carefully  considered  ? — Precisely. 
On  the  financial  side  you  will  certainly  find,  if  you  develope  a  soheme,  that  you  will 
require  to  have  varying  rates.  It  would  be  impossible  to  make  a  rate  the  same  all  over 
the  area.  When  you  come  to  the  principle  of  a  varying  rate  and  work  it  thoroughly 
out,  you  may  have  far  less  opposition  from  such  a  Municipality  as,  say,  Wynberg, 
because  it  might  come,  and  probably  would  come,  to  be  lightly  rated  having  regard  to 
the  value  of  its  contribution  to  the  general  stock  of  assets.  Also  with  regard  to 
Woodstock  which  has  certain  rather  valuable  rights  over  against  the  Surburban  Water 
Works  Board. 
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12818.  We  again  have  an  experienced  witness  from  Cape  Town  in  favour  of  an 
amalgamation  of  the  kind  suggested,  and  also,  at  once,  admitting  that  the  system  of 
differential  rating  would  be  absolutely  unavoidable  ? — But  look  forward  to  the  assess-  18th 
ment  of  a  rate  for,  let  us  say,  the  year  1906,  for  the  locality  at  present  called  Clare¬ 
mont,  or  hondebosch,  for  local  purposes.  The  assessment  of  that  locality  when  you 
had  once  destroyed  the  Municipality  as  you  intend,  would  be  rather  a.  difficult  matter. 

12819.  How? — Because  it  would  practically  be  solely  a  committee  of  the  new 
large  body — the  Claremont,  or  the  Rondebosch,  Committee  as  the  case  may  be.  That 
committee  would  advise  that  there  should  be  such  and  such  a  local  rate,  solely  for  local 
purposes.  How  would  the  large  council  determine  that  question  ? 

12820  .Bach  committee  would  bring  up  an  estimate  of  its  local  requirements  and  of 
the  funds  necessary  to  be  voted  to  meet  them  ? — You  mean  by  the  Council  ?  But  what 
guarantee  would  you  have  that  the  Council  would  not  overrule  the  desire  of  the  local 
Committee  ?  If  you  made  statutory  provision  that  the  local  Committee  should  be 
absolutely  in  control  of  its  area  in  those  respects,  then  you  would  really  be  making 
this  local  Committee  very  nearly  in  the  same  position  that  I  have  been  contending  for, 
that  is,  you  really  would  maintain  the  Municipality.  I  am,  however,  quite  prepared 
to  admit  that  you  would  gain  this  :  that  you  would  sweep  away  a  good  deal  of 
unnecessary  expense  in  connection  with  multiplicity  of  officers  and  plants,  and  would 
get  uniformity  of  action.  But,  at  every  point,  you  must  safeguard  the  local  interests 
to  be  provided  for  by  the  locality  concerned,  and  that  the  ratepayer  is  not  to  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  pay  a  rate  which  is  not  voted  by  his  own  local  representatives.  He  must  not 
be  taxed  without  the  vote  of  his  own  representatives, 

12821.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  What  do  you  consider  purely  local  concerns  ? — I  regard  as 
local  concerns,  existing  roads,  their  upkeep  and  improvement,  and  the  making  of  new 
roads,  and  the  development  of  outside  areas — most  important  things  -should  be  left  to 
be  dealt  with  locally. 

12822.  Still,  with  regard  to  roads,  you  must  surely  admit  that  they  are  not  purely 
local  matters,  but  that  all  the  Peninsula  is  to  a  certain  extent  interested  in  them  ?— 

The  upkeep,  kerbing,  guttering,  and  local  drainage  of  these  roads  are  things  which, 
certainly,  you  cannot  expect  the  central  body  to  control  right  through  the  area  in  any 
proper  way.  You  must  have  some  body  that  is  able  to  deal  with  them  locally,  and  say 
what  shall  be  and  what  shall  not  be  done.  That  must  be  a  representative  looal  body, 
whether  you  call  it  by  the  name  of  the  present  Municipality,  or  whether  you  call  it  by 
the  name  of  the  Local  Committee  of  the  Central  Peninsula  Municipality. 

12823.  But  the  main  body  should  have  the  power  of  veto  over  the  action  of  these 
smaller  committees,  should  it  not  ?  — Not  by  a  bare  vote,  if  the  expenditure  proposed 
to  be  made  is  expenditure  provided  for  by  the  local  rate. 

12824.  It  might  be  that  the  little  bodies  might  say,  “  We  will  allow  30  feet 
roads  in  our  a-ea,”  and  the  main  body  would  desire  to  have  at  least  40  feet  roads,  should 
the  main  body  not  have  the  power  to  overrule  the  little  body  ? — That  is  quite  a  different 
problem,  whether  you  should  leavejthe  Local  Committee  to  determine  the  width  of  roads. 

I  have  no  objection  to  that  being  left  to  the  decision  of  the  Central  Council.  These  roads 
are  to  be  the  channels  and  avenues  of  intercommunication  throughout  the  district,  but  the 
actual  working  upon  the  roads  should  be  left  to  the  local  Councils.  Take  the  question  too, 
of  lighting.  I  put  that  in  as  one  of  the  four  great  primary  objects,  but  surely  the 
distribution  of  lights  in  localities  is  a  thing  that  the  locality  itself  is  extremely 
interested  in,  and  the  people  who  have  the  control  of  the  locality  should  be  responsible 
for  it,  and  should  be  able  to  say  whether  Mrs.  So-and-So  ought,  or  ought  not,  to  have 
a  light  at  her  gate.  How  is  the  central  body  to  determine  a  matter  like  that  ? 

12825.  But  should  the  central  body  have  the  right  to  say  that  certain  lights  were 
not  powerful  enough  or  have  the  right  of  placing  a  veto  on  the  local  bodies  demanding 
more  lights  than  the  central  body  considered  were  actually  required? — i  hat  would  be 
impossible.  But  if  you  give  them  a  certain  sum  which  they  have  to  spend  judiciously, 
the  members  of  this  committee  must  do  pretty  much  what  the  Municipal  Council  now 
does.  They  could  not  demand  more  light  if  there  were  not  more  light  to  get.  It  does 
not  affect  the  principle  that  there  are  local  needs  and  requirements  which  should  be 
dealt  with  by  local  men  at  local  expense. 

12826.  But  on  the  other  hand,  have  not  these  local  things  a  general  bearing  in  a 
greater  or  lesser  degree  ? — Certainly  they  have  no  doubt  a  general  bearing,  but  that 
does  not  necessarily  admit  that  though  they  may  have  a  general  bearing  they  are 
not  primarily  and  conspicuously  locally  and  can  be  so  dealt  with. 

12827.  But  does  it  not  argue  that  the  main  authority  should  have  some 
degree  of  control  over  thorn,  through  if  you  like,  the  local  committee,  but  still  it 
must  have  some  say  ? — That  argument  is  just  as  sound  as  if  you  were  to  put  before 
yourself  the  problem  of  sweeping  away  the  Corporation  of  Cape  Town  and  taking  its 
government  into  the  Colonial  Office.  Theoretically  that  argument  is  perfectly  sound 
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Huu.  because  the  Central  Government  has  an  enormous  interest  in  the  Metropolis,  but,  as  a 
ir-  r-_2_  '•  matter  of  fact,  what  do  you  do?  You  mark  off  a  certain  locality  and  appoint  a 

:sth  June,  1902.  certain  body  and  give  it  powers  to  exercise,  apart  from  Government  control.  It  is 
found  that  these  constant  delegations  of  local  power  to  small  units  have  worked  well, 
and  the  contrary  would  simply  bring  an  immense  amount  of  work  into  comparatively 
few  bands.  I  take  it  that  it  is  your  intention  to  put  a  scheme  before  the  Legislative 
Authority  with  a  view  to  its  becoming  the  law  of  the  land.  It  is  in  that  scheme  that 
tli©  constitutional  safeguards  of  the  various  localities  should  be  incorporated.  They 
should  not  be  left  to  be  protected  by  the  catch  vote  of  the  bigger  body  itself. 

12828.  Take  another  local  interest;  the  actual  searching  for  nuisances  and 
matters  that  are  a  danger  to  health,  that  should  be  allocated,  before  all,  to  the  local 
committee,  but  might  not  the  matter  of  the  public  health  of  the  various  areas  be 
generally  controlled  by  the  central  main  authority  ? — Decidedly.  I  think  for  instance 
that  what  we  may  call  a  model  system  of  regulations  for  health  purposes  should  be 
determined  on  and  be  put  into  force  throughout  the  entire  area. 

1 2829.  But  there  are  certain  health  functions  that  must  be  attended  to  by  the  central 
main  authority,  such  as  the  provision  of  infectious  diseases  hospitals  ? — Yes,  but  the 
removal  of  offensive  drainage  matter  should  be  under  local  control.  It  should  be 
impossible  for  a  local  committee  or  a  local  Council  to  be  able  to  pursue  a  policy 
of  masterly  inactivity,  or  little  determination  to  do  what  is  required,  or  to 
flout  the  central  authority,  on  such  matters.  I  am  not  suggesting,  for  a  moment, 
to  give  them  power  in  that  direction  because  all  legislation  on  public  health  is  based  on 
the  fundamental,  true,  principle  that  you  cannot  say  that  your  neighbour  is  net 
concerned  in  tho  healthy  condition  of  your  premises,  or  your  own  health.  We  are 
obliged  to  recognise  that  we  are  all  one  in  that  respect. 

12830.  Take  the  matter  of  the  removal  of  household  refuse  :  the  central  body 
should  have  some  power  to  see  that  the  local  units  do  their  work  properly,  although 
the  actual  work  should  be  looked  after  by  the  local  units  ? — I  suppose  that  the  removal 
of  refuse  would  be  covered  by  the  local  rate,  and,  if  anybody  complains  that  the  duty 
is  not  satisfactorily  performed  his  complaint  would  naturally  be  addressed  to  the  ward 
committee  or  the  local  unit.  I  am  not  forgetting,  also,  that  there  should  be  local 
officials  whose  duty  would  be  to  see  as  to  the  satisfactory  carrying  out  of  the  work,  but 
I  do  not  think  that  the  central  authority  would  have  any  ground  to  interfere  if  the 
complaints  were  remedied.  I  would,  however,  add  that  I  would  have  no  objection  to 
an  appeal  against  the  decision,  in  an  administrative  matter,  of  one  of  these  committees, 
any  more  than  that  there  should  be  appeal  to  the  central  authority  in  an  administrative 
matter  if  the  Municipalities  were  maintained,  if  they  were  not  doing  their  duty.  This 
question  arose  during  the  discussion  of  the  H'tine  Rule  Bill  in  England  and  also 
during  the  discussion  upon  the  establishment  of  county  government,  as  to  whether 
there  should  be  a  possibility  of  getting  an  injunction  to  compel  these  authorities, 
which  it  was  intended  to  create,  to  do  their  duty  properly  if  they  did  not  do  it. 
Under  the  scheme  proposed,  I  am  for  having  the  central  authority  charged  with 
the»power  to  order  the  thing  to  be  done  which  the  local  units  are  not  doing  properly. 
If  they  have  been  entrusted  with  a  function  and  they  are  not  discharging  it,  someone 
should  step  in  and  compel  them  to  discharge  it.  There  should  be  a  means  of  appeal 
against  either  the  wrongful  exercise  or  the  non-exercise,  by  these  units,  of  their 
functions. 

12831.  Part  of  that  local  function  of  the  collection  of  refuse  before  it  is  finished 
becomes  a  general  function  ;  the  local  committee  makes  the  collection,  but  the  ultimate 
disposal  of  the  refuse,  to  do  it  economically  and  properly,  would  probably  have  to  rest 
in  the  hands  of  the  main  body,  would  it  not  ?  Take  Sea  Point  for  instance  ;  at  present 
they  collect  their  own  refuse,  but  they  have  nowhere  to  put  it,  and  they  dump  it  on 
the  beach  and  create  a  nuisance  ? — I  have  not  suggested  that  every  little  local  body 
should  continue  to  have  its  own  little  dumping  ground  for  its  own  refuse. 

12832.  Therefore,  I  am  arguing  that  every  little  local  community  is  intimately 
connected  with  the  general  community  ? — On  that  we  are  quite  at  one.  It  is  all  a 
question  of  degree.  There  are  things  which  are  important  but  local  in  their  import¬ 
ance,  and  hey  should  be  dealt  with  by  the  local  authority,  by  small  units.  The  other 
argument  would  involve  that  if  Cape  Town  had  to  be  the  new  capital  of  a  federated 
South  Africa  every  little  thing  done  anywhere  in  the  country  should  be  done  in  Cape 
Town.  You  need  only  state  a  wide  proposition  of  that  kind  to  see  its  absurdity, 
because  undoubtedly  every  local  concern  would  affect  the  capital. 

12833.  But  if  the  local  communities  have  a  voice  in  the  main  concern, 
the  main  concern  should  have  a  voice  in  the  local  community  ?—  And  that  voice 
should  be  determined  by  the  fundamental  Act,  and  should  not  be  left  to 
the  whim  of  the  majority  at  the  time,  but  should  be  determined  on  a  proper  basis,  in 
a  proper  manner  by  whatever  is  the  legislative  authority  of  the  land.  This  protection 
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must  be  there.  If  it  is  not  there  you  will  get  a  great  deal  of  what  you  want  to  exclude 
as  much  as  possible,  that  is,  the  sciatch-back  policy,  or  boodlerism,  or  whatever  you 
may  like  to  call  it. 

12834.  Mr.  Gurney .]  In  connection  with  the  non-performance  of  duty  by  the 
local  unit  of  which  we  have  been  speaking,  would  not  that  mean  something  more  than 
neglect  in  some  cases  ?  For  instance,  would  you  not  go  so  far  as  to  include  such  a 
case  as  the  local  unit  coming  to  the  main  authority  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
and  sajing  that  a  certain  rate  must  be  assessed  for  work  to  be  done  locally,  which  rate 
is  quite  inadequate  for  the  local  interests  ?  In  other  words,  might  not  any  local  unit 
striving  after  too  much  local  economy,  neglect  its  area,  and  in  that  case  should  not  the 
Council  have  the  right  to  say  that  a  higher  rate  must  be  levied  and  that  the  local  unit 
must  spend  more  ? — It  all  depends  upon  what  you  are  going  to  mark  off  as  the  local 
needs.  If  you  mark  off  such  things  as  those  in  which  the  locality  itself  is  only  practi¬ 
cally  concerned,  why  should  the  central  authority  interfero  with  the  view  of  the 
representatives  of  the  local  area  ?  I  do  not  say  that  the  representatives  of  the  people 
should  have  a  final  voice  as  to  the  whole  of  the  rate  to  be  levied,  but  as  to  that  part 
which  only  affeots  the  local  element  I  would  be  chary  of  interference. 

12835.  But  supposing  that  the  local  representatives,  wishing  to  economise  as 
much  as  possible  in  their  district,  should  leave  their  district  quite  behind  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  districts,  should  not  the  central  board  be  able  to  step  in  and  say,  “You 
are  falling  behind  the  rest  of  the  district :  you  must  spend  more  money  on  your 
neighbourhood  and  raise  more  money  in  rates”  ? — I  will  admit  that,  with  the  modifi¬ 
cation  that  it  must  be  laid  down  clearly  in  the  Statute  that  this  interference  should  not 
take  place  upon,  at  any  rate,  a  vote  of  less  than  three-quarters  of  the  whole  of  the 
central  body.  Three-quarters  of  that  body  should  be  persuaded  that  the  local  rate 
suggested  by  the  local  unit  was  not  a  satisfactory  one.  I  would  not  have  a  bare 
majority,  because  you  would  then  get  all  that  pull  and  tug,  which  it  is  most  advisable 
to  avoid. 
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12836.  (Dr.  Gregory.)  Do  you  mean  three-quarters  of  the  whole  Council  or 
three-quarters  of  those  present  and  voting? — If  the  matter  was  not  important  enough 
for  the  Council  to  roll  up  in  sufficient  numbers  and  carry  this  matter  over  the  heads 
of  the  local  units,  being  a  local  question,  it  should  stand  undisturbed.  It  might  be 
inconvenient,  or  unpleasant,  but  if  the  inconvenience  was  proved  by  experience,  one 
of  two  things  would  happen :  either  the  local  authority  would  do  its  duty  or 
there  would  afterwards  on  a  similar  occasion  be  a  majority  of  the  Council  strong 
enough  to  compel  it  to  do  so. 

12837.  (Mr.  Gurney.)  For  motives  of  economy  the  central  authority  would  own  the 
plant  and  would  directly  employ  the  engineers  aud  other  officers  that  were  required,  and 
these  would  not  be  under  the  control  of  the  local  committees  without  reference  to  the 
central  authority  ? — No  ;  I  take  it  that  the  central  authority  would  equip  itself  according 
to  the  needs  of  the  whole  locality,  and  if  the  district  of  Wynberg,  say,  being  a  part  of 
the  large  authority,  required  the  services  of  an  engineer  the  engineer  would  be 
available  on  application.  The  plant  and  material  would  be  centrally  supplied  and 
purchased.  I  do  not  see  that  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  apportioning  the  charges 
on  those  heads. 

12838.  Can  you  give  us  any  ideas  upon  the  distribution  of  the  responsibility  for 
the  existing  debt  under  such  a  scheme  as  has  been  outlined  ? — I  really  would  not  like 
to  say  very  much  upon  that  off-hand,  because  it  is  a  very  thorny  subject.  All  federa¬ 
tions  involve  the  very  thorny  question  as  to  how  the  existing  debts  are  to  be  taken 
•ver.  I  presume  that  the  per-head  obligation  of  the  individuals  could  be  computed  if 
you  knew  the  number  of  people  at  the  time  that  a  start  was  made  with  the  federation. 

12839.  But  you  are  aware  that  the  debt  is  not  equally  represented  by  the  available 
assets? — Just  so.  But  how  are  you  going  into  accounts  to  say  that  any  debt  is 
sufficiently  represented  by  the  assets  ? 

12840.  1  was  anxious  to  hear  your  opinions  upon  the  matter  ? — It  is  a  thing  that 
I  should  have  to  consider  very  carefully.  It  has  not  been  suggested  to  me,  and  I 
would  be  sorry  to  express  any  opinion  on  a  thing  which  I  had  not  weighed.  I  have 
not  the  figures  in  my  mind  by  way  of  illustration,  but  I  can  quite  understand  that  the 
position  of  the  different  ratepayers  is  a  very  different  one.  Speaking  broadly,  I  would 
say  that  there  should  be  a  liberal  readiness  on  the  part  of  the  ratepayers  not  to  look 
too  nicely  at  the  question. 

12841.  It  may  be  that  if  there  is  this  local  rating  and  spending  of  rates  within 
the  locality  that,  if  certain  Municipalities  have  been  lightly  rated  in  the  past, 
they  may  be  required  to  be  more  heavily  rated  to  bring  them  up  to  the  level 
of  their  neighbours  ? — That  is  another  point  with  regard  to  the  annual  upkeep  of 
localities.  It  would  simply  be  a  matter  of  the  needs  of  the  year  that  would  determine 
the  amount  of  the  local  rate.  A  locality  needing  less  expenditure  would  need 
a  less  rate. 
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Hon.  12842.  Presumably  the  locality  which  has  been  most  lightly  rated  in  the  past 

r-  '  >,rfi  would  have  to  pay  most  in  the  future  to  bring  itself  into  line  with  the  others?—  That 
istli  Juno.  1902.  may  be  so,  but  1  do  not  really  know.  From  my  experience  I  should  say  that  the 
different  Municipalities  are  fairly  on  a  level  as  to  the  aotual  condition  of  their  roads. 
1  do  not  notice,  when  going  from  one  Municipality  to  another,  any  marked  difference 
in  the  condition  of  the  roads.  It  may  be,  however,  that  one  of  them  may  be  backward 
through  false  economy  in  the  past  and,  naturally,  a  heavier  burden  would  have  to 
come  for  improvements. 

12843.  That  would  be  a  purely  local  burden  ? — Yes,  a  heavier  local  burden  would 
be  entailed  if  there  is  such  a  state  of  things  as  you  mention. 

12844.  Chairman .]  I  hat  would  be  a  phase  of  the  differential  rating  system  ? — 
Yes,  if  any  particular  one  of  these  areas  had  been  neglected  in  the  past  and  if 
that,  under  the  new  system,  is  to  be  remedied,  as  it  should  be,  the  annual  oharge  in 
that  place  w-ould  be  heavier  than  that  which  it  has  hitherto  been  accustomed  to  boar, 
and  perhaps  heavier  than  the  Municipalities  would  be  bearing  which  have  not  so 
negleoted  their  work. 

12845.  Dr.  Anderson.']  If  a  central  authority  were  constituted  it  would  have  the 
power,  I  take  it,  to  engage  upon  schemes  and  to  spend  money  upon  public  works, 
such  as  drainage,  for  instance  ? — Undoubtedly.  My  idea  is  that  such  a  body  would 
have  very  wide  powers.  It  would  have  rating  powers,  without  whioh  it  could  do 
nothing,  and  it  should  also  have  powers  which  the  Public  Bodies  Debts  Act  gives,  by 
wdrich  the  lender  of  any  loan  to  this  authority  should  have  the  guarantee  of 
the  whole  value  of  the  rateable  property  within  the  area;  so  that  such 
a  body  would  be  able  to  get  the  best  loans  possible,  on  as  good  terms, 
probably,  as  the  Colonial  Government  itself,  say  a  three  per  cent,  loan  at 
par,  or  even  at  a  premium  in  a  good  time.  It  should  also  have  powers  for 
expropriation,  such  powers  as  are  conferred  upon  local  authorities  in  many  of  the  Acts 
of  Parliament.  A  very  good  Act  to  look  to  in  that  matter  would  be  the  Cape  Town 
Act  of  L893,  which  affords  very  wide  machinery  for  the  expropriation  of  private 
interests  for  the  purpose  of  the  public.  Such  moneys  as  were  expended  in  getting 
property  that  had  to  be  expropriated  would  have  to  be  provided  not  from  general 
revenue  but  as  a  rule  out  of  a  loan.  The  revenue  would  not,  as  a  rule,  have  to  be  put 
to  the  heavy  expenditure  of  getting  perhaps  the  very  large  properties  which  would  be 
necessary  in  oarrying  out  a  large  scheme  of  drainage. 

12846.  Have  you  considered  the  necessity  of  exercising  any  control  over  the 
spending  of  such  a  loan,  or  the  enquiring  into  a  scheme  of  expenditure  before  it  is 
entered  upon,  on  the  part  of  either  the  Government,  or  the  ratepayers,  or  in  any  way 
whatsoever? — We  have' now  the  pxisting  law  that  if  borrowing  powers  beyond  a 
certain  figure  are  to  be  exercised  by  any  Local  Authority,  then  it  is  competent  for  a 
number  of  ratepayers  to  demand  a  poll.  I  do  not  see  why  that  principle  should  not  be 
carried  out  in  the  case  of  a  larger  Municipality.  I  would,  however,  treat  this  new 
Central  Authority  that  is  to  be  constituted  in  a  liberal  manner.  The  ratepayers  should 
have  the  opportunity  of  assenting  to  any  large  scheme,  but  if  the  Central  Authority  is 
to  be  hampered  at  every  turn  by  the  necessity  of  getting  the  authority  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  ratepayers  you  will  get  an  unworkable  body. 

12847.  On  the  other  hand,  do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  of  use  to  have  a 
public  enquiry  held  by  Government  officials  into  any  scheme  proposed  by  the  central 
authority  in  which  the  expenditure  of  money  on  works  was  concerned  ? — I  do  not 
think  to.  I  say  that  if  we  cannot  trust  the  new  body  to  do  its  duty  properly  we  had 
better  not  constitute  it.  If  you  are  to  have  a  referendum  on  the  expenditure  of  the 
central  body,  and  if  the  Government  of  the  country  is  then  to  determine  finally 
whether  this  money  is  to  be  expended,  or  not,  we  are  really  putting  into  the  scheme 
such  a  distrust  of  those  who  are  to  exercise  the  functions  that  we  had  better  recognise 
that  we  cannot  carry  the  scheme  through  at  all.  Once  you  bring  this  body  to  light 
you  ought  to  trust  it  and  not  have  a  constant  central  control  over  it, 

12848.  1  was  thinking,  when  I  put  my  question,  of  something  of  the  nature  of 
what  is  held  in  England  called  a  Local  Government  Board  Enquiry  ? — If  we  had  a 
Local  Government  Board  here  my  view  might  be  different.  As  it  happens,  we  have 
no  Local  Government  Board  here.  To  a  certain  extent  the  Health  Department,  in 
health  matters,  does  a  vast  amount  of  work  in  advising  local  authorities  on  health 
schemes.  But  although  we  need  something  in  the  nature  of  a  Local  Government 
Board  to  be  there  in  an  advisory  capacity,  to  help  local  authorities,  we  do  not,  as  a 
fact,  have  it  in  this  country.  If  we  have  to  wait  until  we  have  a  Local  Government 
Board  competent  to  sit  over  the  schemes  of  the  local  authorities  we  shall  have  to  wait 
a  long  time. 

12849.  i  he  enquiries  to  which  I  refer  are  not  held  so  much  with  a  view  to 
Government  interference,  but  to  see  that  no  ratepayer  or  body  of  ratepayers  is  injured 
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by  the  scheme  P — It  would  mean  that  you  would  get  into  an  interminable  circle  of  p  [g^'uei/ier 
red  tape.  If  you  cannot  trust  this  local  body,  which  will  be  given  enormous  powers, 
don’t  constitute  it.  But  if  you  make  the  machine  let  it  work,  don’t  tie  it  up  with  red  I8;b  June,  1902 
tape, 

12850.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Just  a  question,  more  or  less  of  detail,  in  connection  with 
the  supply  of  water  from  Table  Mountain.  Referring  to  the  division  between 
Cape  Town  and  Wynberg,  do  you  remember  whether  it  was  looked  upon  as  a 
source  of  additional  expense  when  it  was  decided  to  construct  two  sets  of  works  instead 
of  one  ? — At  the  time  of  the  decision  I  really  do  not  know  what  was  agreed.  There  is 
a  big  Blue  Book  containing  all  the  evidence.  I  was  Counsel  in  the  matter  for  the 
Wynberg  Municipality,  but  I  do  not  remember  that  that  aspeot  of  the  case  came  up 
very  prominently. 

12851.  You  may  remember  that  the  soheme  as  originally  recommended  by  Mr. 

Gamble  was  one  of  the  schemes  ?  —  Yes. 

12852.  And  the  effect  of  Wynberg  getting  one  share  and  Cape  Town  another 
share,  was  that  two  works  were  ultimately  constructed  to  tap  one  catchment  area  ?  — 

Undoubtedly,  that  was  perfectly  clear.  One  very  grave  objection  to  taking  away  the 
Liesbeek  Municipality  was  that  very  question,  otherwise  the  work  which  Mr.  Gamble’s 
scheme  had  in  view  would  have  been  carried  out.  Of  course  Cape  Town  gained 
greatly,  looking  at  it  from  that  narrow  point  of  view.  But  if  the  Liesbeek  Munici¬ 
pality  had  stood  for  only  a  year  or  two  more,  the  suburban  populati  -ns  would  have 
had  the  benefit  of  the  whole  of  the  catchment  area  on  the  top  of  Table  Mountain  and 
Cape  Town  would  have  had  none.  Cape  Town  at  that  time  was  not  nearly  so  alive  to 
its  interests  as  the  suburbs.  The  Liesbeek  Municipality’s  Act  to  obtain  this  water 
supply  wai  entirely  unopposed,  and  it  was  on  the  verge  of  passing  when  the  Procla¬ 
mation  was  issued  dissolving  the  Municipality.  If  the  Act  had  passed,  the  Liesbeek 
Municipality  would  bave  had  the  control  of  the  entire  oatchment  area  and  Cape  Town 
could  not  have  come  in  without  violating  vested  rights  and  privileges. 

12853.  Is  it  the  case  that  Wynberg,  after  the  break  up  of  the  Liesbeek  Munici¬ 
pality,  proceeded  to  get  this  catchment  area  for  itself  P — It  wished  to  take  the  whole 
catchment  area,  but,  as  I  said  before,  Cape  Town  had  then  awakened  to  the  situation 
and  came  in  later,  but  still  in  the  same  Session,  with  a  Bill.  A  very  pretty  model 
was  produced  of  the  top  of  Table  Mountain  and  a  mark  was  made  dividing  the  area 
between  Cape  Town  and  Wynberg.  I  think  Mr.  Stewart  was  prominently  engaged 
in  the  matter  and  really  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  fixing  the  actual  spot  at  which  the 
watershed  was  divided. 

12854  Without  going  into  expert  opinions,  it  was  the  case  that  two  works  had  to 
be  constructed  at  greater  expense  than  was  necessary  for  utilising  the  one  source  of 
supply  ? — Undoubtedly.  rl  here  is  no  doubt  very  much  money  might  have  been  saved 
in  the  work3  constructed  for  water  both  for  Cape  Town  and  the  suburbs. 

12855.  So  that  if  there  had  been  some  combination  for  the  purpose  of  water 
supply  there  would  have  been  a  great  saving  ? — Yes,  and  so  it  is  to-day.  Everyone 
can  clearly  see  that,  for  the  supply  of  water,  there  should  be  absolute  combination  of 
your  localities.  When  I  am  speaking  of  the  Peninsula,  I  am  referring  to  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  between  Sea  Point  and  Wynberg. 

12856.  There  is  plenty  of  evidence  that  Muizenberg  and  Simon’s  Town  can  look 
after  themselves  ? — Apparently  so. 

12857.  I  understand  from  what  you  have  said  that  you  really  favour  amalga¬ 
mation,  if  there  is  to  be  amalgamation,  by  mutual  consent  on  the  part  of  the  Munici¬ 
palities  rather  than  by  any  effort  of  ooeroion  ? — Coercion,  I  say,  is  going  to  he  a 
failure  if  it  is  tried.  The  Municipalities  must  be  interested  themselves  in  the  scheme. 

The  scheme  must  be  such  a  one  as  commends  itself  to  the  Municipalities,  and,  I  believe, 
that  the  ratepayers  all  along  the  line,  if  they  see  a  scheme  that  will  be  calculated  to 
solve  these  big  puzzles  that  have  been  outstanding  so  long,  will  give  their  approval, 
but  if  you  make  a  scheme  that  does  not  catch  the  approval  of  the  public  it  will  not  he 
a  success,  and,  even  if  it  is  put  into  operation,  it  will  break  down  somewhere. 

12858.  Mr.  De  Villiers.~\  If  we  have  found  during  the  course  of  our  evidence  that 
certain  Municipalities  were  quite  willing  to  be  wiped  out  of  existence,  what  should  be 
done  with  them  ? — They  might  be  quite  willing  to  be  wiped  out,  but  if  they  could  con¬ 
tinue  to  live  -  a  poor  thing,  but  their  own — I  think  that  you  should  prefer  that.  And 
if  it  came  to  a  question  of  getting  a  uniformity  of  feeling  without  wiping  out 
the  Municipalities,  or  having  to  fight  against  some  of  them  who  would  stand  up 
resolutely  and  strongly,  I  should  be  inclined  rather,  at  this  stage,  not  to  claim  for  the 
scheme  that  the  Commission  is  going  to  produce  an  absolute  finality,  but  to  say  that  it  is 
the  best  we  can  give,  having  regard  to  the  feeling  of  the  people.  That  is  my  feeling 
even  if  it  involved  maintaining  these  Municipalities  which  are  quite  ready  to  bo  wiped 
out,  but  maintaining  them  with  reduced  functions.  My  own  belief  is  that  in  a  very 

[G.  21— ly02.] 


MMMK 


058 


Hon.  short  time,  if  you  do  maintain  the  Municipalities  with  reduced  functions,  they  would 
u  .  /.  va  -tttur.  ^en  rea(jy}  though  now  unwilling,  to  take  up  the  same  line  whioh  those  have  taken 
18th  ne,  100a.  up  who  are  now  willing  to  efface  themselves,  because  they  would  see  by  practical 
experience  of  the  working  of  the  scheme,  that  it  would  b9  better  that  they  should  be 
simply  local  oommittees,  though  they  do  not  wish  that  to-day,  and  have  the  strong 
feelimr  that  they  have  their  own  municipal  area,  which  is  well  managed,  and  they 
decline  to  efface  themselves.  I  have  this  feeling,  in  my  own  mind,  that  I  do  not 
think  you  can  successfully  carry  out  your  scheme  in  the  teeth  of  antagonism  on  the 
part  of  the  large  areas  you  propose  to  deal  with, 

12859.  Chairman .]  We  made  application  for  certain  professional  advice  which  you 
were  not  at  liberty  to  give  to  us,  Mr.  Sohreiner  ? — Yes,  I  locked  at  the  questions  which 
you  wished  me  to  advise  you  upon,  and  I  found  that  in  every  case  some  one  or  another 
had  consulted  me  on  some  allied  question,  and  1  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  give  any 
legal  opinion  on  the  points. 

12860.  May  I  put  a  few  general  questions  to  ycu  on  the  matter  -With  the 
understanding  that  I  will  answer  as  far  as  I  can. 

12861.  Now  the  difficulty  we  see  in  getting  a  proper  water  supply  is  this: 
that  there  is  no  possibility  of  finding  any  running  stream  of  water  from  whioh  a  large 
portion  could  be  brought  into  the  Peninsula,  without  interfering  very  decidedly  with 
large  vested  interest  and  rights.  The  evidence  seems  also  to  point  in  this  direction*: 
that  a  considerable  area  will  have  to  be  expropriated  as  catohment  area  and 
works  will  have  to  be  built  on  the  area;  to  some  suitable  extent  perhaps 
intercepting  the  flow  of  a  river,  thereafter  bringing  the  water  to  the  Peninsula 
by  pipes  or  otherwise.  What  I  would  like  to  ■  ask  you  would  be,  to  point 
to  the  legal  difficulties  which  would  beset  us  in  any  such  scheme,  and  the  pitfalls 
which  we  have  to  try  and  avoid,  or  provide  against  ?  —By  experience  of  a  good  many 
years  in  different  wafer  schemes  on  which  I  have  been  consulted — without  going  into 
details — I  feel  this :  that  to  take  the  water  of  a  running  stream  to  a  distance  without 
statutory  power  is  an  undertaking  which  I  would  never  recommend  a  local  authority 
to  endeavour  to  carry  out,  unless,  and  until,  the  conditions  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
of  1897  are  satisfied  That  is  to  say,  if  the  scheme  approved  by  the  Government  to 
bring  in  water  from  some  place  outside  the  Municipality  is  the  scheme  that  is  in  hand, 
then  you  may  be  able  to  carry  it  out  without  statutory  authority.  You  can  then  get 
the  necessary  passage  of  water  on  reasonable  terms  under  that  Act  so  that  no  special 
authority  would  be  wanted.  But  you  would  still  not  be  in  a  position  to  interfere  with 
riparian  rights  on  the  same  stream,  and  this  is  the  difficulty  that  always  arises  :  unless 
you  expropriate  the  riparian  rights,  which  you  may  be  able  to  do  under  the  Health 
Act,  you  practically  want  a  special  Act  of  Parliament  as  well,  even  in  addition  to  the 
Public  Health  Act.  You  say  that  you  propose  to  establish  a  catchment  area  at  some 
place  and  propose  to  dam  water  there.  Well,  so  long  as  you  do  not  interfere,  at  any 
time  of  the  year,  with  the  accustomed  flow  of  the  water  below  your  damming  up,  that 
is  to  say,  as  long  as  so  much  water  goes  down  after  as  went  down  customarily  before 
at  similar  periods  of  the  year,  you  are  not  interfering  with  riparian  rights.  But  the  diffi¬ 
culty  will  be  to  prove  that.  That  you  will  find  a  very  great  difficulty  indeed.  You  want 
to  have  a  series  of  gaugings  extending  over  a  period  of  time  to  establish  irrefragable 
evidence  that  cannot  be  gainsaid  by  anybody.  You  must  anticipate  that  the  lower 
riparian  proprietors  are  going  to  be  armed  with  strong  proofs  that  before  you  started 
operations  things  were  so,  and  now  they  are  so,  and  they  will  bring  actions  for  inter¬ 
dicts  and  damages  against  you.  If  you  propose  to  take  a  very  important  source  of 
water  from  a  lengthy  river,  well,  naturally,  you  will  be  cutting  across  rights  that, 
perhaps,  are  not  innumerable,  but  at  any  rate  are  very  numerous  indeed,  and  you  may 
find  yourself  in  a  great  d'fficnlty  unless  you  get  special  Parliamentary  authority.  I 
have  never  yet  advised  any  public  body  to  abstain  from  going  to  Parliament 
to  get  special  sanction  for  a  water  scheme  if  it  wants  to  take  water  from 
a  distance  or  to  take  water  from  a  running  stream  upon  which  lower  riparian 
proprii  tors  are  affected.  Without  any  Act  of  Parliament  the  one  successful 
scheme  is  the  very  important  local  case  of  the  Cape^  Town  District  Water 
Works  Company.  They  did  not  take  a  stream,  or  they  said  they  did  not,  but 
they  took  springs.  They  purchased  springs  and  developed  them  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  a  stream  and  they  managed  to  carry  out  their  scheme  by  contracts 
with  different  Municipalities  They  provided  their  water  by  developing  springs,  but 
even  they  found  an  action  brought  against  them,  and  the  result  was  they  were  inter¬ 
dicted,  to  a  certain  limited  extent,  from  taking  water  as  freely  as  they  have  been  taking 
it  by  percolation  from  the  Liesbeek  River  Mr  iStrubeu  and  others  said,  and  succeeded 
in  proving,  that  there  had  been  interfer  ence  with  the  Liesbeek  River  That  is  the  only 
scheme  that  has  practically  succeeded,  with  only  one  lawsuit,  in  carrying  out  a  large 
supply  of  water  without  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  that  was  an  entirely  local  scheme 
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and  had  the  advantage  of  the  proprietorship  of  quite  exceptionally  large  private  springs.  Hon- 
But  if  you  are  going  to  take  running  water  from  a  public  stream,  practically|you  cannot  W'  F-J$c^reiun 
succeed  satisfactorily,  unless  you  obtain  Parliamentary  powers.  18th  June,  1902 

12862.  The  difficulty  we  have  before  us  is  this  :  that  there  is  not,  anywhere  near, 
a  running  stream  which  will  give  the  required  supply  of  water  by  its  flow.  The 
evidence  seems  to  point  to  this :  that  in  any  case  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  a 
catchment  area  and  dam  up  the  flow  of  the  surface  water.  Now  then  comes  the 
question  of  how  far  the  riparian  owners  on  any  rivers  below  that  site  are  interested  in 
the  storm  water  which  it  is  wished  to  catch.  They  are  very  largely  interested  you  say 
in  the  normal  flow  coming  down  the  stream,  but  does  that  imply  that  the  normal  flow 
of  storm  water  has  to  come  down,  or  only  the  normal  current  exclusive  of  the  storm 
water  P — That  is  one  of  the  knottiest  problems  of  law,  because  we  have  not  yet  had 
any  considerable  decision  as  to  the  rights  with  regard  to  storm  water,  and  therefore  I 
cannot  undertake  to  give  you  any  sound  guide,  other  thau  my  own  opinion. 

12863.  Would  you  be  disposed  to  give  us  a  guide  in  so  far  as  this  :  can  we  come 
to  any  arrangement,  that  will  bind  all  the  riparian  proprietors  on  such  a  river,  to 
abstract  either  the  whole  or  a  portion  of  that  stormwater  ?  — Yes,  you  may,  if  you  can. 

But  remember  that  you  would  have  to  take,  in  theory,  all  riparian  proprietors  into 
communication  with  >  ourself  right  down  to  the  sea.  You  might  deal  with  blocks  of 
proprietors,  as  it  were  from  their  local  point  of  view,  that  is  to  say  practically  through 
their  Local  Authorities,  the  Divisional  Councils  and  the  Municipalities,  if  the  stream 
ran  through  any  Municipality.  You  might  find  that  reasonable  arrangements  could 
be  made  on  the  Local  Authorities  being  willing  to  help  you,  you  would  be  able  to  get 
the  assenting  signatures  of  the  persons  who  were  the  riparian  proprietors  lower  down, 
but  you  must  remember  that  to  affix  a  servitude  over  the  property  it  should  be  registered 
against  the  title  deeds,  and  there  a  difficulty  wiil  arise.  A  man  may  say  quite  liber¬ 
ally,  “  Oh,  I  don’t  care  so  much  about  the  water,  you  may  have  it  with  pleasure  ;  ” 
but  when  you  say,  “  All  right,  will  jou  bring  your  title  deeds  and  let  us  register  the 
servitude,”  he  will  very  probably  reply,  “  I  do  not  care  about  doing  that  because  I 
want  my  title  to  be  clear  and  I  do  not  want  anything  registered  against  it.”  If  you 
then  go  on  with  your  work  on  the  simple  agreement,  without  registering  the  servitude, 
and  the  man  becomes  insolvent  or  sells  his  property,  the  new  proprietor  may  be  a 
litigious  person  and  he  may  say,  “  Where  is  my  water  ?  I  want  it  as  of  old,” 
and  you  would  be  obliged  to  supply  him  with  the  water.  So  you  see  that 
it  is  a  very  dangerous  thing  to  attempt  to  carry  out  such  schemes  merely 
by  agreement ;  you  should  never  fail  to  get  registration  of  the  agreement  upon  the 
title  deeds  of  the  property.  When  you  can  do  that  you  have  as  ample  security  as  by 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  but  I  may  forecast  to  you  that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult 
to  do  it. 

12864.  To  what  extent  would  an  Act  of  Parliament  help  in  that  matter? — Acts 
of  Parliament  have  been  passed  over  and  over  again  to  give  these  rights.  Take  the 
Oudtshoorn  Water  Supply  1  ill,  one  of  the  most  recent.  That  scheme  had  to  go  through 
in  the  way  I  suggest.  The  t  ffidtshoorn  people  made  an  attempt  to  carry  out  its 
scheme  without  an  Act  of  Parliament,  but  found  it  quite  impossible  to  do  so.  They 
came  to  Parliament  and  eventually  got  their  rights  on  a  fair  basis.  This  Oudtshoorn 
scheme  is  a  good  illustration  of  your  difficulty,  because  Oudtshoorn  is  a  place  where 
every  drop  of  water  has  its  money  value,  and  yet  the  scheme  was  carried  out  with 
expropriation  of  the  rights  of  the  riparian  proprietors,  and  therefore,  of  course, 
compensation. 

12865.  Did  the  Act  lay  down  the  terms  of  compensation  P — No,  it  ws,s  left  to 
arbitration.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what  sums  the  Oudtshoorn  people  had  to  pay. 

12866.  Was  that  supply  for  the  town  of  Oudtshoorn? — Yes,  for  the  town.  For 
a  long  time  it  had  an  unsatisfactory  scheme  of  water  supply  and  the  people  worked 
for  years  to  get  another  soheme. 

12867.  Did  the  soheme  contemplate  bringing  water  to  which  Oudtshoorn  had  a 
natural  right? — Bringing  water  from  a  point  far  outside  the  Municipality. 

12868.  But  did  the  stream  from  which  the  water  was  obtained  pass  Oudtshoorn  ? — 

No,  I  believe  not.  The  water,  as  far  as  I  remember,  had  quite  another  watershed.  The 
townspeople  consulted  me  upon  the  matter,  and  I  think  their  scheme  worked  out  very 
satisfactorily. 

12869.  Would  Clause  19  of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  P->97  cover  the  various 
points  which  we  tried  to  get  your  opinion  upon  ? — You  see  Clause  19  contains  the 
words : — “  any  urban  local  authority  may  either  within  or  without  the  limits  of  its 
district  from  time  to  time  purchase  or  acquire  the  right  to  any  water  or  waterworks, 
or  undertake,  or  cause  to  be  undertaken,  any  works  for  impounding,  storing  or 
distributing  any  water  to  which  such  local  authority  has  a  legal  right.”  That  clause 
presumes  the  existence  of  a  legal  right.  You  must  have  a  legal  right  before  that 
olause  operates. 
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Hou.  12870.  Dr.  Gregory.']  Lower  down  in  the  clause  it  says  that  the  authority  can 

"  '  expropriate? — Clause  19  provides  that  if  you  have  a  legal  right  to  water,  you  may 

lSth  June,  l  proceed  to  do  certain  things. 

12871.  Chairman.']  And  it  oould  not  acquire  a  legal  right  to  the  water  at  the 
head  waters  of  a  river  without  compensating  ? — This  is  not  an  expropriating  Act. 
From  my  experience  both  in  the  Parliament  itself,  at  the  time  at  which  it  was  under 
consideration,  and  from  having  been  in  office  not  very  long  before,  I  can  say  that  this 
was  never  intended  to  be  an  expropriating  Act.  It  goes  on  to  say,  “after  giving 
reasonable  notice,  in  writing,  to  the  owner  or  occupier  of  its  intention  of  so  doing, 
into,  through,  or  under  any  private  land  or  premises,  or  compulsorily  acquire  any  land 
or  premises,  and  for  these  purposes  may  make  such  compensation  as  may  be  mutually 
agreed  upon  or  fixed  by  arbitration  ;  and  all  such  waterworks  shall  be  vested  in  the 
local  authority,”  but  that  does  not  do  away  with  the  initial  difficulty  that  the  authority 
must  have  legal  rights. 

12872.  Your  other  point  is  that  from  the  head  waters  of  the  river  to  its  debouche- 
ment  into  the  sea,  the  riparian  interests  and  rights  have  to  be  considered? — Decidedly 
I  say  that,  and  1  wish  it  to  be  put  on  record,  having  in  mind,  particularly,  a  case  in 
which  I  have  been  consulted,  and  I  may  give  the  effect  of  my  opinion  as  it  is  in  favour 
of  my  client.  This  is  what  I  have  advised  in  regard  to  the  Woodstock  scheme : 
It  is  my  own  view  only,  the  matter  has  never  been  decided  in  Court,  but  I  may  tell 
the  Woodstock  people  frankly  that  their  scheme  is  one  which  cannot  go  through  unless 
they  have  an  Act  of  Parliament  It  is  well  known  that  the  lower  proprietors  on  the 
line  of  their  stream  in  the  direction  of  Paarl  have  given  notice  to  Woodstock  of  what 
it  is  their  intention  to  do,  and  at  present  the  thing  is  hanging  fire.  No  one  wants  to 
litigate,  but  if  Woodstock  were  to  push  the  thing  through  so  as  to  detrimentally  affect 
the  supply  of  water  lower  down  the  stream  the  proprietors  would  have  to  take  some 
steps  to  determine  their  position.  That  Woodstock  has  a  legal  right,  within  limits 
where  it  has  purchased  the  water,  no  one  will  gainsay,  but  it  must  not  erect  works 
below  which  the  water  does  not  flow  as  it  has  been  accustomed  to  flow  in  the  past. 
Then  you  say  ;  what  about  the  storm  water  ?  But  that  will  be  difficult  to  advise 
upon.  Generally  each  case  would  have  to  stand  upon  its  own  merits.  You  can  quite 
understand  that  a  person  might  make  use  of  the  stormwater.  He  might  make  certain 
dams  and  pieces  to  fill  which  the  storm  water  would  be  required,  and  which  would  be 
of  no  use  without  that  storm  water.  Such  a  person  would  have  a  decided  grievance  if 
the  supply  of  storm  water  was  cut  off.  The  rights  of  such  a  person  would  be  protected 
if  he  has  actually  utilised  the  storm  water  in  the  past.  If  on  the  other  hand,  the  storm 
water  has  never  been  utilised  and  the  onl y  way  in  which  people  have  been  affected  by  it 
has  been  the  thankfulness  that  it  has  gone  past  without  injuring  them,  it  is  quite 
another  question.  Whether  any.  Court  would  care  to  interdict  you  for  conserving  that 
storm  water  which  has  been  running  away  wastefully,  and  -without  any  use  having 
been  made  of  it,  is  a  matter  of  reasonable  doubt.  It  is,  after  all,  exceptional  water,  and 
where  there  has  been  no  use  made  of  this  exceptional  water  it  is  doubtful  in  my  mind 
whether  any  interference  with  its  intended  use  in  the  future  would  be  allowed. 

12873.  But  does  not  this  element  come  in,  that,  even  although  the  water  has  not 
been  purposely  diverted,  the  very  fact  that  the  water  comes  down  and  soaks  into  the 
ground  constitutes  a  right  to  it?  — I  may  say  that  I  think  it  does  constitute  a  right, 
but  there  is  no  decision  of  the  Court  that  goes  the  length  of  interdicting  the  man 
above  from  using  the  storm  water  just  as  he  pleases.  The  Court  has  never  laid  down 
that,  as  regards  storm  water,  the  lower  proprietors  are  entitled  to  a  reasonable  share. 
The  rulings  go  rather  to  the  matter  of  the  scarcity  of  water,  that  is  to  say,  they  deal 
with  water  when  it  is  scarce.  The  general  doctrine  is  that  a  man  may  use  as  much 
water  as  he  pleases  when  there  is  plenty  of  it  for  his  neighbours,  but  when  it  becomes 
scarce  he  must  be  careful  how  he  uses  it.  There  is  no  case  which  goes  to  shew  that  if 
water  is  coming  down  a  stream,  water  that  has  recently  fallen  from  the  heavens,  and  quite 
beyond  the  ordinary  flow  of  the  stream,  that  then,  in  regard  to  that  water,  the  lower 
riparian  proprietor  may  say  to  the  upper  one,  “  You  may  not  divert  that  water 
because  I  want  it.”  I  do  not  know  of  such  a  case,  but  I  am  inolined  to  think  that 
the  right  is  there,  because  the  general  theory  is  that  in  regard  to  water  each  riparian 
owner  has  a  certain  share. 


12874.  You  mean  that  the  right  of  the  lower  proprietor  to  store  water  exists  ? — 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  right  is  there,  but  whether  the  Court  would  grant  an 
interdict  I  have  my  doubts.  Ido  not  know  that,  in  the  absence  of  any  proof  of  any 
damage  whatever  they  would  grant  such  an  interdict,  but  what  I  say  will  mdioate 
the  extremely  intricate  character  of  the  local  incidents  affecting  storm  water,  and, 
therefore,  the  extremely  risky  character  of  a  scheme  that  involves  your  saying,  “  We 
will  take  all  the  storm  water.”  Whether  there  would  be  the  same  risk  if  you  had 
to  add  to  the  water  by  bringing  in  a  new  Supply  from  some  other  catchment  area  and 
then  taking  water  from  the  combined  supply,  the  situation  would  be  distinctly  different. 
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12875.  Dr.  Gregory."]  But  then  would  you  not  be  depriving  someone  else  ? — Quite  w  ^Schreiner 
possibly  you  might  find  yourself,  in  the  other  direction,  depriving  some  one  else.  '  ' _ 

12876.  There  is  a  scheme— that  is  the  Palmiet  River  scheme— where  nobody  18th  June,  1902. 
takes  the  water  of  the  river  nor  ever  has  taken  the  water  down  the  whole  of  its  course,, 

Would  the  riparian  owners  in  that  case  still  continue  to  have  ownership  of  this 
water  ? — The  riparian  owners  have  a  reasonable  right  to  the  water  independent  of 
their  ever  having  used  it.  You  must  at  any  time  be  prepared  to  give 
them  their  share  of  the  ordinary  flow  of  the  water,  even  though  they  have 
never  previously  used  it.  It  is  a  decision  that  has  been  frequently  follow¬ 
ed,  where  people  have  taken,  for  thirty  years  and  over,  the  whole  flow  of 
the  water  as  lower  proprietors,  hut  had  not  gone  on  to  the  upper  land,  and  then  the 
upper  proprietor  has  come  and  taken  the  water,  that  is,  a  portion  of  the  water,  to  use 
upon  his  land.  A  case  I  have  in  mind  was  where  the  land  had  been  Crown  land  and 
was  then  sold  to  a  purchaser,  who  proceeded  to  divert  the  water,  although  for  far 
more  than  30  years  the  water  had  been  used  by  the  lower  proprietor.  In  that  case 
the  upper  riparian  owner  was  held  to  be  entitled  to  a  reasonable  share  of  the  water. 

There  was  no  prescription  against  him.  The  mere  lapse  of  time  does  not  debar  any 
riparian  owner  from  a  reasonable  share  of  the  water,  but  if,  for  over  30  years,  vou  have 
diverted  the  water  upon  his  land  so  that  you  were  doing  it  adversely  to  him,  you 
would  have  a  prescriptive  right  to  go  on  doing  so.  As  to  taking  water  above  in  a  way 
that  it  has  not  been  taken,  and  saying  that  the  lower  riparian  proprietor, 
because,  for  a  long  period  of  time,  he  has  not  used  it,  has  forfeited  his  rights, 
it  is  out  of  the  question,  unless  you  have  so  taken  the  water  for  the  prescriptive  period. 

There  has  been  no  such  case  as  to  storm  water  where  the  question  of  damages  has  had 
to  be  considered,  and  if,  in  the  case  which  you  mention,  the  ordinary  flow  of  water 
were  diverted,  the  riparian  owners  were  to  bring  an  action  for  damages  they  would 
very  likely  fail  in  proving  substantial  damage. 

12877.  Mr.  de  Villiers.]  They  would  get  their  interdict  ?■ — Yes,  probably,  and 
perhaps  £5  damages. 

12878.  Chairman.]  The  poiut,  it  would  appear,  if  it  is  possible  to  bring  a  supply 
of  water  to  Cape  Town  only  by  such  means,  is  that  arrangements  should  be  made 
to  do  it  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  the  first  instance,  and  make  terms  with  those  really 
interested  in  the  second  ? — And  if  you  make  terms,  never  forget  to  get  them  register¬ 
ed  against  the  title  deeds. 

1 2879.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Has  the  owner  of  surface  water  the  right  to  divert  it 
before  it  enters  a  stream  ;  that  is  to  say,  if  we  had  a  catchment  area  and  we  impounded 
the  water  as  it  was  flowing  down  the  sides  of  the  mountain,  that  is  the  rain  water 
flowing  superficially  and  temporarily,  have  we  a  right  to  it  ? — You  do  not  mean  water 
from  any  spring  ? 

12880.  No,  flowing  from  the  rain  ? — I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  you  could 
do  that.  No  one  could  stop  you  if  you  had  acquired  the  property  upon  which  you 
went  to  work.  You  may  take  whatever  measures  you  please  upon  your  own  land. 

The  water  is  not  in  your  ownership  because  it  has  fallen,  but  you  can  make  it  your  own 
by  making  a  catchment  system  for  it,  on  your  own  property,  just  as  you  may,  on 
your  own  farm,  dig  down  a  well  to  any  depth,  lower  it  may  be  than  another  man’s 
well,  with  the  result  that  you  may  take  all  his  water. 

12881.  There  are  many  places  where  there  are  tremendous  amounts  of  water 
running  on  the  slopes  of  the  mountain  hut  in  no  water  courses  F — 1  daresay. 

12882.  Just  one  question  with  regard  to  the  Liesbeek  water  matter.  Was  it 
not  the  fact  that  the  Water  Works  Company  were  compelled  to  restore  to  the  river 
the  quantity  of  water  which  had  been  found  flowing  into  the  stream  before  they  com¬ 
menced  their  operations  ? — Yes;  there  were  oarefid  gaugings  taken  and  the  Court  arrived 
at  what  it  considered  to  be  an  average  flow  into  the  Liesbeek  stream  before  the  Com¬ 
pany  began  operations.  An  interdict  was  granted  for  the  restoration  of  that  amount 
of  water,  which  interdict  has,  no  doubt,  been  loyally  observed  by  the  Company,  any¬ 
one  who  sees  the  stream  will  know  how  loyally. 
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The,’ las  SUiniii. 
19th  June.  1902 


THURSDAY,  19th  JUNE,  1902. 

Present  : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gkegory.  I  Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson.  i  Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers.  | 

Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  M.I.G.E.,  examined. 

12883.  Chairman^]  Your  full  name,  Mr.  Stewart  ? — Thomas  Stewart. 

12884.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Institution  of  Civil  Engineers,  and  a  Fellow  of 
the  Geological  Society  of  London  ? — Yes. 

12885.  And  you  are  Consulting  Engineer,  are  you  not,  to  the  Cape  Town  Cor¬ 
poration  ? — No,  strictly  speaking,  1  am  Engineer-in  Chief  for  the  reservoir  works.  I 
designed  and  superintended  the  construction  of  the  Woodhead  Reservoir,  and  at  pre¬ 
sent  I  am  fulfilling  the  same  functions  for  the  Additional  Reservoir  now  in  course  of 
construction. 

12886.  But  you  are  also  Engineer  for  Wynberg  Municipality,  are  you  not  ? — 
Yes,  for  all  new  works  there. 

12887.  You  are  engaged  by  the  Kalk  Bay  Municipality  as  well,  are  you  not  ? — 
Their  waterworks  were  designed  by  me  and  constructed  under  my  supervision,  and 
since  then  I  have  been  Consulting  Engineer  for  these  works. 

12888.  And  also  for  Simonstown  ? — No,  I  constructed  a  reservoir  and  other  works 
for  them,  but  I  am  not  connected  with  them  in  any  way  at  present. 

12889.  Now,  you  have  been  a  long  time  in  this  Colony  carrying  out  works  of  this 
kind,  have  you  not,  Mr.  Stewart  ? — I  have  been  in  this  country  for  about  19£  years, 
34  years  of  which  I  was  Chief  Assistant  to  the  Hydraulic  Engineer  of  the  Colony. 

12890.  That  is  the  late  Mr.  Gamble  ? — Yes. 

12891.  You  have  been  associated,  more  or  less,  with  all  the  more  important 
waterworks  that  have  been  constructed  in  this  Colony  ? — Yes. 

12892.  You  were  the  Engineer  for  the  Woodhead  reservoir,  were  you  not  ? — Yes. 

12893.  And  you  are  also  the  Engineer  for  the  new  reservoir  now  being  constructed 
on  the  mountain  ? — Yes. 

12894.  I  mean  the  new  reservoir  which  is  being  constructed  on  the  top  of  Table 
Mountain  for  Cape  Town  ?  I  am  not  referring  to  the  new  reservoir  being  constructed 
in  the  suburbs  ? — That  is  so. 

12895.  Then,  Mr.  Stewart,  you  also  constructed  the  Wynberg  Water  Works  in 
1888? — Yes,  and  1  have  been  connected  with  them  ever  since  in  carrying  out  any  new 
schemes. 

12896.  Now,  what  was  the  first  project  for  giving  a  supply  of  water  to  Cape 
Town,  with  which  you  were  connected  in  any  way  ? — The  first  project  for  giving  a 
supply  of  water  to  Cape  Town  and  to  the  district,  was  the  project  of  the  Table 
Mountain  Water  Works  Company.  I  was  not,  however,  associated  with  it,  in  its  initial 
stages,  but,  as  chief  assistant  to  Mr.  Gamble,  I  had  ample  opportunities  of  examining 
into  the  project,  after  my  arrival  in  the  country.  The  first  proposals,  in  connection 
with  the  Table  Mountain  Water  Works  Company,  took  place  in  1881,  and  I  did  not 
arrive  until  the  end  of  1882. 

1289  7.  At  that  time,  the  area  on  the  top  of  Table  Mountain  had  not  been  vested 
in  any  public  body  outside  the  Government,  is  that  not  so  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

12898.  And  the  principal  object  in  the  Bill  introduced  by  that  Syndicate  was  to 
secure  as  a  catchment  area  the  area  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  for  the  purpose  of 
conserving  water  ? — Yes,  that  was  so  ;  shortly,  to  utilise  that  portion  of  the  mountain 
which  drains  inco  Hout  Bay.  It  was  not  a  question  of  utilising  the  whole  of  the 
resources  on  Table  Mountain,  but  merely  the  portion  draining  into  Hout  Bay. 

12899.  Are  there  any  streams,  designated  by  any  particular  names,  running  in  that 
direction? — There  are  two  streams,  the  chief  one  of  which  is  the  Hout  Bay  stream  and 
the  other  is  the  Disa  stream.  I  will  describe  shortly  the  project,  as  described  by  Mr. 
Gamble  himself,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  a  paper  read  by  him  before  the  Philosophical 
Society  of  South  Africa  in  1882.  The  abstract  from  it,  wich  refers  more  particularly 
to  this  question,  is  as  follows  : — 

“  At  least  three-fourths  of  the  drainage  of  Table  Mountain  runs  away  to  the 

southward  and  falls  into  Hout  Bay.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  surveys  made  under 

the  author’s  superintendence  in  the  year  1881,  it  was  believed  that  a  good  supply 

of  water  could  be  got  at  the  ‘  Plateau,’  two  thousand  four  hundred  feet  above  sea 
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level,  twelve  hundred  feet  below  the  top.  No  doubt  in  some  seasons  there  is  a  ^  f 

good  supply  ;  and  probably  some  years  ago,  when  there  was  a  good  deal  more  J  ""lias_' ll"‘ 
bush  on  the  mountain,  the  supply  was  more  constant  than  it  is  at  present  In  19th  June,  1902 
1881  the  stream  on  the  ‘  Plateau’  dwindled  down  to  almost  nothing,  less  than 
6,000  gallons  per  diem,  and  in  1882  it  actually  stopped.  Of  course  by  trusting 
mainly  to  storage,  a  supply  could  be  got  at  this  height,  for  an  enormous 
quantity  of  water  runs  there  in  winter  time.  The  author  has  two  rain-gauges 
on  Table  Mountain,  one  2,500  feet  above  sea  level,  the  other  3,100  feet  above  sea 
level.  The  rainfall  on  the  mountain,  more  especially  at  the  upper  of  the  two 
stations,  is  relatively  great,  being  even  larger  than  the  fall  at  Bishopscourt,  which 
has  hitherto  proved  the  wettest  place  where  a  gauge  is  kept.  Storage,  however, 
in  an  artificial  reservoir  would  be  expensive  and  perhaps  troublesome,  hence  it  is 
desirable  to  utilise  as  far  as  possible  the  natural  storage  afforded  by  the  pores  and 
fissures  of  the  sandstone.  Seven  hundred  feet  below  the  ‘  Plateau’  the  stream  is 
stronger,  as  there  are  many  small  springs  along  the  intervening  gorge.  The 
stream,  as  may  be  seen  on  the  map,  bends  towards  the  Atlantic  side  and  comes  so 
close  that  it  affords  an  opportunity  of  bringing  the  water  through  to  the  westward  by 
means  of  a  tunnel  of  reasonable  length.  This  was  one  of  the  two  schemes  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  author  to  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town,  though  not  the  one 
recommended.  But  even  near  the  proposed  tunnel  mouth,  the  daily  discharge 
in  summer  fell  as  low  as  65,000  gallons.  Below  this  level,  however,  there  is  a 
very  great  increase  in  the  permanent  flow  of  springs.  All  along  the  south  side  of 
the  mountain,  in  the  interior  of  the  horseshoe- like  valley  discharging  into  Hout 
Bay,  are  springs  about  one  thousand  feet  above  sea  level,  apparently  where  the 
sandstone  overlies  the  granite.  The  proposal  of  the  Company  is  to  collect  as  many 
as  possible  of  these  springs  into  one  main,  which  will  be  laid  over  the  ‘  col  ’  or 
‘  nek  ’  between  Hout  Bay  and  Constantia,  and  along  the  Eastern  slopes  of 
Table  Mountain.” 


12900.  Then  the  syndicate  got  their  Bill  through  Parliament  with  a  view  of  giving 
effect  to  this  project  P — That  was  so. 

12901.  But  the  Bill  really  never  had  operative  force  owing  to  certain  defects  in 
its  provisions,  is  that  not  so  ? — Well,  the  ohief  defect  was  that  it  contained  no  rating 
power,  and  the  promoters  oould  not  float  a  company,  as  the  Bill  stood,  although  they 
tried  to  do  so. 

12902.  The  Bill  simply  gave  them  the  power  to  make  a  charge  for  the  water  from 
those  people  who  intimated  their  desire  to  be  supplied  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

12903.  And  under  those  terms  the  promoters  declined  to  proceed  ? — Yes  ;  and,  I 
may  mention,  that  at  that  time  many  people  believed  that  they  had  sufficient  water  in 
their  back  yards. 

12904.  Then,  after  a  little  time,  this  syndicate  parted  with  the  rights  which  this 
Bill  had  given  it  ? — Yes  ;  they  sold  their  plans  to  either  Cape  Town  or  Wynberg — 
anyhow  they  parted  with  them. 

12905.  And  the  Municipal  authorities,  in  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
found  themselves  then,  came  to  Parliament  in  the  session  of  1887  to  get 
the  rights  vested  in  them,  that  had  previously  been  vested  in  the  syndicate  ? — 
That  however  was  after  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  had  endeavoured  to  carry  through 
the  Bill,  but  had  failed,  for  th6  reasons  given  yesterday  by  Mr.  Schreiner  in  the  course 
of  his  evidence. 

12906.  Then  in  terms  of  their  Act  of  1887,  I  think  it  was,  the  Cape  Town  Muni¬ 
cipality  had  invested  in  them,  a  large  area  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  part  of  which 
is  now  the  catchment  area  for  the  existing  reservoir  ?. — Cape  Town  obtained  about 
990  acres  of  the  catchment  area  flowing  down  towards  Hout  Bay.  That  is  the 
catchment  area,  the  run-off  from  which  can  be  intercepted  at  the  Woodhead  tunnel 

12907.  And  the  remainder  of  the  area  was  given  to  Wynberg  ? — Yes,  the  portion 
given  to  Wynberg  is  rather  a  small  portion.  I  would  like  to  point  out  in  connection 
with  the  utilization  of  this  source,  that  it  was  not  intended  originally  that  there  should 
be  two  separate  works  to  deal  with  it. 

12908.  You  mean  the  scheme  originally  projected  by  Mr.  Gamble  ? — Ye3.  Two 
separate  works  have  been  constructed  to  deal  with  the  same  catchment  area,  which  is  a 
state  of  affairs  that  was  never  suggested  in  any  of  the  reports.  I  want  to  make  that 
perfectly  clear,  because  it  has  been  frequently  stated  in  public  that  the  division  was  in 
accordance  with  Mr.  Gamble’s  recommendations. 

12909.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  that  two  works  have  been  constructed  ?  Do 
you  mean  the  Cape  Town  works  and  the  Wynberg  works  ? — Yes ;  I  mean  that  one 
work  oould  have  utilised  all  the  water,  had  the  two  Municipalities  seen  their  way  to 
combine  in  the  matter. 
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12910.  Mr.  Gurney."]  Witli  much  greater  eoonomy? — Oh  yes,  at  a  very  great 
saving. 

12911.  Chair  man. ~\  That  is  to  say,  one  pipe  line  could  have  been  put  down  by 
which  the  people  of  both  Municipalities  could  have  been  supplied  ? — Yes ;  of  course,  it 
involved  the  laying  of  the  pipes  in  a  different  way.  There  would  have  been  no  Wood- 
head  tunnel,  for  example.  The  soheme  recommended  by  Mr.  Gamble  was  a  soheme 
for  taking  all  the  ■water  down  to  a  level  of  about  800  feet  above  the  sea  in  Orange 
Kloof,  and  bringing  that  water  round  Constantia  Nek,  past  Wynberg  to  Cape  Town, 
and  supplying  all  the  Municipalities  in  that  way.  However,  the  tunnel  scheme — that 
is  the  Woodhead  scheme — ^was  an  alternative  scheme  proposed  by  Mr.  Gamble,  as 
described  in  his  report,  but  it  was  not  reommended  by  him  as  the  better  of  the  two. 

12912.  Now,  after  Cape  Town  obtained  its  Act  in  1887,  the  Corporation  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  construct  certain  works,  did  they  not  ? — Yes. 

12913.  And  how  did  they  begin?— They  proceeded  to  make  a  tunnel  and  to  lay 
a  line  of  pipes  from  the  entrance  of  the  tunnel  round  to  the  Molteno  reservoir.  In 
doing  this  they  followed  one  of  the  alternative  routes  suggested  by  Mr.  Gamble.  I 
was  not  the  engineer,  however,  for  that  part  of  the  work. 

12914.  Who  was  the  engineer  at  the  time  ? — -I  think  it  was  the  City  Engineer, 
Mr.  Cairncross. 

12915.  And  at  Wynberg,  bow  did  they  proceed  to  oarry  out  works  in  pursuance 
of  the  Act  ? — Wynberg  proceeded  to  construct  intakes  in  Orange  Kloof,  aud  to  lay 
pipes  from  there  round  to  Wynberg. 

12916.  And  they  also  acquired  additional  land  in  Orange  Kloof  about  the  same 
time? — Yes ;  before  Wynberg  got  their  Bill  through  they  had  secured  the  farm 
Orange  Kloof  on  which  their  intakes  are  situated.  As  a  matter  of  fact  Wynberg  got 
a  good  dry-weather  flow  for  the  first  four  years  from  the  streams  on  the  Orange  Kloof 
property,  but  not  from  the  ground  given  to  Wynberg  by  the  Government,  because  the 
supply  from  that  ground  ceased  in  the  summer  time. 

12917.  Why  did  it  cease?  Was  it  pretty  well  all  intercepted  by  the  Cape  Town 
supply  ? — No,  but  the  catchment  area  given  to  Wynberg  by  the  Government  yielded 
no  run-off  during  the  summer  time.  It  afforded  a  fairly  good  site  for  a  storage 
reservoir,  but  this  site  is  not  well  placed  for  receiving  a  large  supply  of  water. 

12918.  Then  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  started  its  works  by  the  construction  of 
the  tunnel  and  the  laying  of  the  pipes  round  the  side  of  the  mountain  ;  will  you  please 
say  what  was  the  next  thing  they  did  ? — After  that  Cape  Town  found  that  in  the 
summer  time  the  run  towards  Hout  Bay,  at  the  entrance  of  the  tunnel,  was  insufficient 
for  their  requirements.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  flow  was  found  bjr  me  to  get  as  low 
as  from  20,000  to  30,000  gallons  for  24  nours.  They  thereupon  decided  to  proceed 
with  the  construction  of  reservoir  works  for  storing  the  run-off  in  the  winter  months, 
which  had  been  shewn  by  Mr.  Gamble  to  be  very  large  ;  and  I  was  engaged  by  the 
Municipal  Council  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  works,  and  I  made  a  detailed 
survey  of  the  whole  of  their  catchment  area. 

12919.  That  was  about  1892,  was  it  not  ? — The  survey  was  begun  early  in  1892, 
and  the  works  towards  the  end  of  the  same  year. 

12920.  You  had  been  observing  the  rainfall  there,  and  you  had  been  gauging  it ; 
and  you  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  very  large  storage  could  be  effected  in  that 
part  ? — Yes,  I  may  mention  that,  when  the  original  investigations  were  made  in  1881, 
the  only  rainfall  readings  available  to  Mr.  Gamble  were  those  of  a  few  months.  Mr. 
Gamble  had  two  rain  gauges  erected  and  since  1881,  up  to  the  time  I  was 
called  in  to  report,  those  readings  were  available  together  with  the  readings  from 
another  two  gauges  also  erected  by  him,  but,  unfortunately,  no  consecutive  gaugings 
had  been  taken  ot  the  flow-off  when  I  began  the  investigation.  Consequently,  although 
my  agreement  with  the  Town  Council  was  simply  to  find  a  site  on  which  £50,090 
could  be  spent  for  a  water  supply — because  that  is  the  way  in  which  the  money  was 
voted  by  the  ratepayers,  — I  surveyed  the  whole  of  the  mountain  and  drew  up  a  report, 
of  which  I  hauded  you  a  copy,  and  in  which  several  sites  are  described.  Gaugings  of 
the  stream  were  taken,  and  although  they  were  not  carried  over  a  long  period,  they 
enabled  me  to  form  a  general  idea  of  what  could  be  obtained  from  the  catchment  area, 
and  shewed  that  the  construction  of  a  reservoir  of  a  certain  size  would  be  amply  justified. 
Whether  a  la  ger  one  could  have  been  constructed  at  the  time,  was  not  so  evident. 
The  observations  were  somewhat  few,  and  we  did  not  care  to  risk  undertaking  too  big 
a  work! 

12921.  You  mean  to  say  that  you  were  not  satisfied  from  the  observations  at  your 
disposal  that  from  the  run-off  a  very  large  storage  supply  could  be  secured  there  ? — 
That  is  so. 

12922.  And  then,  did  you  start  with  the  idea  that  the  expenditure  of  £50,000 
would  produce  a  reservoir  large  enough  to  contain  the  run-off? — Oh,  no.  I  regarded 
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the  £50,000  as  quite  inadequate  for  the  building  of  a  suitable  reservoir,  and  I  reported 
accordingly  to  the  Town  Council  of  that  time,  who  did  not  enoourage  me  in  exploiting 
sites  which  would  cost  more  than  £50,000,  as  my  arrangement  with  them  was  to 
build  a  reservoir  which  would  cost  £50,000.  But,  as  I  have  already  pointed  out,  I 
knew  from  previous  experience  that  £50,000  could  not  secure  an  adequate  supply  of 
water  for  Cape  Town.  Therefore,  I  pointed  out  to  them  that  the  least  they  should  do 
was  to  build  a  dam  of  a  height  of  112  feet.  That,  however,  they  could  not  do  at  the 
time  because  the  estimated  cost  was  so  much  in  excess  of  what  hadtbeen  voted,  and 
they  did  not  care  to  go  to  the  ratepayers  again.  After  much  discussion  on  the 
subjeot,  I  was  authorised  to  proceed  with  the  building  of  a  masonry  dam  of  that  height, 
but  its  height,  in  the  first  instance,  was  to  be  limited  to  what  could  be  done  with 
£50,000.  After  the  work  had  been  in  hand  for  about  a  year,  there  was  a  scarcity  of 
water  in  Cape  Town,  and  the  late  Sir  John  Woodhead  (then  Mr.  Woodhead)  and  the 
Water  Committee  visited  the  works  in  progress,  and  having  seen  the  possibilities  of  the 
site  they  recommended  the  Council  to  build  the  dam  high  enough  to  impound 
225,000,000  gallons.  A  vote  was  taken  by  the  Council  for  increasing  the  work  and 
then  it  proceeded. 

12923.  Did  you  give  them  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of  water  that  would  be  avail¬ 
able  for  storage  at  that  site,  at  that  time  F — Oh  yes  ;  they  had  that  at  various  times. 

12924.  And  then  you  proceeded  to  construct  a  reservoir  with  the  idea  of 
conserving  a  large  proportion  of  that  water  or,  perhaps,  the  whole  of 
it  P — I  had  no  doubt  whatever,  by  that  time,  that  there  would  be  a  surplus 
amount  of  water  over  and  beyond  the  225,000,000  gallons  which  the  big 
reservoir  would  contain,  but  the  equalising  effect  of  the  reservoir  could  not  be 
determined  at  that  time,  with  the  information  I  had  then  before  me.  It 
wanted  observations  for,  at  least,  two  or  three  years  in  order  to  show  exactly 

the  range  of  the  dry  season  and  its  effect  on  the  run-off.  Subsequent  events  have 

shown  that  the  existing|reservoir  has  had  an  equalising  capacity  of  about  500,000,000 
gallons,  or  more  than  double  the  nett  capacity  of  the  reservoir.  I  have  here  a  table 
showing  the  rainfall  at  various  stations  in  the  Peniusula  to  which  I  should  like  to  draw 
attention,  and  which  I  hand  in  to  the  Commission.  [Table  handed  in.]  You  will 
notice,  in  the  year  1894,  that  there  was  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  rain-gauges 
on  the  mountain.  Now,  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  this  fact :  you  have 

the  Disa  Head  gauge,  fixed  in  1882,  giving,  in  1894,  a  rainfall  of  about  35  inohes.  The 

following  gauge  is  the  gauge  known  as  the  “  Dam  Gauge  ”  erected  by  me,  and  that  is 
within  200  yards,  or  thereabouts,  of  the  Disa  Head  gauge,  yet  the  rainfall  there  is, 
roughly,  47  inches,  as]against  35  inches  at  the  former  place.  Then  you  go  on  to  the 
Maclear  Beacon,  where  the  gauge  for  1894  gives  74  inches  of  rain,  aud  again  you 
contrast  it  with  the  Disa  Head  gauge  which  is  only  35  iuches,  the  Maclear  Beacon 
gauge  giving  fully  double  the  amount  of  rainfall.  In  1894,  when  we  decided  upou 
the  increase  of  that  reservoir,  we  had  not  the  higher  readings  which  the  gauge  at 
Maclear’s  Beacon  yields  and,  in  1892,  when  the  reservoir  was  originally  designed,  the 
only  records  available  were  those  from  the  Disa  Head  and  the  other  three  gauges. 

12925.  Do  I  understand  you  by  that  to  convey  the  idea  that,  after  the  Woodhead 
Reservoir  was  constructed,  and  in  consequence  of  the  observations  which  you  had  been 
carrying  out  since  1894,  you  considered  that  there  would  be  a  sufficient  flow-off  to  fill 
another  reservoir  as  big  as  the  Woodhead  Reservoir  ? — That  is  so,  but  long  before  the 
Woodhead  Reservoir  was  finished  I  saw  clearly  enough  that  there  was  a  large  surplus 
supply  of  water,  but  by  this  time  the  dam  could  not  have  been  increased  in  width, 
even  if  it  had  been  desirable  to  do  so  ;  moreover,  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  Cape 
Town  was  against  the  voting  of  any  additional  money.  There  was  also  another 
reason,  which  I  think  weighed  more  with  the  Council  than  anything  else,  and  that  was 
the  necessity  of  providing  a  supply  of  water  as  soon  as  possible.  As  the  work 
proceeded,  from  time  to  time,  I  received  instructions  to  store  as  much  water  as  the 
reservoir  could  hold  as  the  supply  to  the  town  •was  scanty. 

12926.  You  are  speaking  now  of  the  Woodhead  Reservoir,  are  you  not? — Yes,  I 
may  add  that,  had  we  made  the  dam  bigger  then,  we  should  not  have  been  able  to 
store  the  quantity  of  water  that  was  required  at  the  time. 

12927.  Would  you  just  indicate  to  the  Commission,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the 
facts  upon  which  you  based  your  recommendation  of  a  second  reservoir  ? — Shortly 
after  I  began  my  investigations  on  Table  Mountain,  I  got  a  self-recording  gauge  for 
the  stream,  and  we  carried  ou  daily  records,  in  fact  hourly  records,  of  the  run  of  the 
stream  from  a  portion  of  the  catchment  area  extending  to  510  acres,  and  so  I  determined 
how  much  water  actually  did  run  off  in  a  particular  year.  Subsequent  observations 
went  to  show  that,  taking  the  dry  years  like  1894,  1895  aud  1896,  there  was  no 
question  whatever  that  we  could  have  about  800,000,000  gallons  of  water  per  year 
from  the  catchment  area  above  the  Woodhead  Reservoir. 
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1  “2928.  Did  you  find  that  out  by  actual  observation  ? — Yes,  except  in  the  case  of 
"1 _ *'  certain  lloods  which  were  beyond  the  measuring  capacity  of  the  gauge. 

I*  .’  it,-.  190-2.  12929.  Was  that  your  observation  of  the  overflow  from  the  Woodhead  Reservoir 

which  was  constructed  ? — No.  This  was  a  gauge,  erected  specially  for  the  purpose  of 
measuring  the  rate  of  the  flow  of  the  principal  stream,  where  it  enters  the  Woodhead 
Reservoir.  The  Woodlnad  Reservoir  at  that  time  was  not  built.  Of  course,  since 
then  we  have  measured  the  quantity  of  water  which  has  run  off  in  the  Woodhead 
Reservoir. 

12930.  Have  you  arrived  at  any  knowledge  of  what  the  run-off  is  on  that  catch¬ 
ment  area  that  can  be  depended  on  proportionate  to  the  rainfall  ? — The  Table  handed 
in  shews  the  rainfall.  Taking  the  dry  years  of  1893,  1894  and  1895,  I  say,  that  you 
could  get  a  quantity  of  800,000,000  gallons  a  year  from  the  raiufall  observed  at  the 
different  stations,  on  Table  Mountain. 

12931.  What  proportion  does  that  run-off  bear  to  the  total  rainfall,  that  is  to  say, 
knowing  as  }tou  do  the  total  rainfall,  what  proportion  thereof  would  you  be  able  to 
store  ? — That  entirely  depends  on,  what  you  might  call,  the  kind  of  year  that  you 
might  get.  For  instance,  you  might  get  a  year  when  your  rainfall  is  distributed 
fairly  well  over  the  wet  season  and  another  year  when  most  of  it  falls  either  at  the 
beginning  or  end  of  the  wet  season.  Roughly  speaking,  we  find  that  the  proportion 
of  the  rainfall  which  flows  off  vaiies  from  60  to  75  per  cent. 

12932.  Do  you  think  that  quantity  of  run-off  would  govern  areas  at  a  similar 
elevation  within  a  radius  of  60  or  80  miles  of  Cape  Town  ? — Yes,  I  think,  it  is  fairly 
applicable  ;  only,  if  your  catchment  area  is  bigger  than  that  of  Table  Mountain,  it 
would  be  necessar}'  to  take  a  somewhat  smaller  percentage,  because  the  larger  the 
catchment  area  the  less  is  the  proportion  of  rain  which  comes  off  it. 

12933.  Have  you  been  able  to  verify  that  estimate  at  all,  since  your  works  have 
been  in  more  advanced  state  ? — Yes. 

12934.  That  is  to  say,  the  quantity  intercepted  and  flowing  into  the  reservoir,  the 
quantity  overflowing  the  reservoir,  and  the  quantity  distributed  in  town;  do  they  work 
out  pretty  well  with  such  an  estimate  of  run-off  as  60  to  75  per  cent.  ? — Oh,  yes.  I  may 
mention  that  we  have  a  diagram  shewing  the  capacity  of  the  reservoir  at  different 
heights,  so  that  we  see  exactly  to  what  height  a  certain  rainfall  causes  the  water  to 
rise. 

12935.  These  works  in  connection  with  the  new  reservoir  are  progressing,  are  they 
not  ? — Yes,  very  slowly.  It  is  chiefly  a  matter  of  Native  labour  because,  instead  of 
having  300  Natives  at  work  as  we  ought  to  have  up  there,  we  have  only  about  100. 
The  Town  Council,  and  I  may  say  all  concerned,  are  particularly  anxious  to  get  the 
work  finished,  but  we  are  in  that  dilemma. 

12936.  And  now  with  this  work  in  progress  and  taking  into  aoconnt  its  capacity 
as  well,  are  you  of  opinion  that  there  will  be  thereby  provided  a  sufficient  supply  of 
water  for  the  prospective  needs  of  Cape  Town?  —  Well,  for  a  number  of  years.  I 
think  with  these  reservoirs  and  some  smaUer  catchment  areas  which  can  be  impounded 
the  town  can  get  along  'for  the  next  eight  or  ten  years.  Of  course,  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  say  what  abnormal  increase  there  may  be  in  Cape  Town  owing  to 
circumstances  which  we  do  not  altogether  foresee  at  the  present  time. 

12937.  Do  you  think  that  when  these  works  are  completed  you  have  about  reached 
the  limit  of  a  possible  supply  as  far  as  the  area  on  the  mountain  is  concerned  ? — Yes, 
I  should  not  recommend  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town  to  construct  any  additional 
large  works  there. 

12938.  You  mean  on  the  mountain? — Yes.  I  may  say  that  there  are  two  small 
catchment  areas  which  may  he  led  in,  and  which  will  give  an  increase  of  about 
250,000  gallons  a  day.  But  that  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  a  considerable  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  supply. 

12039.  May  I  just  ask,  supposing  you  had  been  able  to  foresee  that  this  new 
reservoir  would  cost  £100,000,  and  that  there  would  be  all  this  delay  about  it,  would 
you  still  have  recommended  it  to  be  built? — Yes,  I  should  still  have  recommended  the 
building  of  the  reservoir.  It  is  as  cheap  a  source  of  supply  as  we  can  find  outside, 
unless  we  go  in  for  a  scheme  from  which  we  can  sell  something  over  5,000,000  gallons 
a  day  as  soon  as  the  works  are  completed. 

12940.  This  new  reservoir  will  cost  about  at  the  rate  of  £1,000  for  1,000,000 
gallons  storage  ? — I  don’t  expect  that  it  will  exceed  £190,000,  but  it  will  cost  very 
nearly  that.  The  reservoir  v.  ill,  of  course,  do  a  certain  amount  of  equalising  too,  and, 
as  it  is  quite  fair  to  consider  two  seasons  together,  its  effect  on  increasing  the  water 
supply  of  Cape  Town  will  be  much  greater  than  200,000,000  gallons. 

12941.  I  might  ask  you  first  before  proceeding  further  whether  there  are  any 
o  her  sources  of  supply  in  the  Peninsula? — Before  answering  that  question,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  should  like  to  read  to  the  Commission  an  abstract  from  a  report  of  mine  to 
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the  City  Council.  The  abstract  is  as  follows : — “  This  reservoir,  now  known  as  the 
Table  Mountain  Woodhead  Reservoir,  was  begun  in  1892  and  completed  in  May,  1897. 
It  has  a  total  capacity  of  about  225,000,000  gallons,  and  it  is  capable  of  augmenting 
the  supply  throughout  the  dry  season  by  a  little  over  1,000,000  gallons  per  day.  A'  there 
was  still  a  surplus  of  over  200,000,000  gallons  available  during  Juue,  July,  and  August 
of  dry  years,  the  Additional  Storage  Reservoir,  now  in  course  of  construction,  was 
designed  to  impound  this  water.  The  whole  of  the  water  available  from  the  mountain 
above  the  Woodhead  Tunnel,  when  the  additional  reservoir  is  completed,  maybe  taken 
in  very  dry  seasons  as  equivalent  to  an  average  of  about  2,000,000  gallons  a  day.  As  this 
quantity  can  be  augmented  in  the  future  by  intercepting  the  discharge  from  two  small 
areas  contiguous  to  that  now  utilised,  I  propose  to  take  the  available  supply  at  the 
Kloof  Nek  Reservoir  at  2,250,000  gallons  a  day.  Of  course,  in  seasons  when  the 
rainfall  is  not  deficient  the  quantity  available  will  be  much  larger,  but  it  will  save 
complications  in  considering  the  matter  if  the  surplus  due  to  this  cause  is  neglected  for 
the  present.”  That,  I  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  covers  everything  in  connection  with  the 
Table  Mountain  supply. 

12942.  But  are  there  any  other  sources  of  water  supply  in  the  Peninsula,  about 
the  mountain,  that  can  be  made  use  of,  Mr.  Stewart,  either  for  Cape  Town,  Wynberg  or 
the  suburbs  generally  ? — There  are  various  sources,  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  source 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Yollmer  when  he  gave  his  evidence  on  the  Wynberg  water  supply, 
I  scarcely  think  that  they  are  worth  consideration. 

12943.  That  was  in  the  Orange  Kloof  area? — Yes,  I  exclude  the  Silver  Mine 
stream  now  utilised  for  Kalk  Bay ;  that  is  an  available  source  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  it 
is  not  a  source  which  one  would  recommend  to  be  brought  into  the  general  supply. 

12944.  Would  that  source  be  available  for  Kalk  Bay  and  Simon’s  Town? — It  is 
in  a  position  where  it  can  be  very  easily  utilised  for  both,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is 
utilised  now  for  Kalk  Bay. 

12945.  And  there  would  be  enough  overflow  to  meet  the  immediate  needs  of 
Simonstown  as  well  ? — Well,  from  my  observations,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  enough 
water  there  to  meet  any  needs  that  we  can  think  of  for  Simon’s  Town  for  a  long  time 
to  come.  There  would  be  about  500,000  gallons  a  day  when  store J.  I  do  not  say 
that  there  will  not  be  more,  because  my  observations  are  not  as  complete  as  I  should 
like  them  to  b*. 

12946.  Have  you  made  any  observations  which  would  warrant  you  in  giving  an 
opinion  as  to  whether  the  cost  of  the  works  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
water  available  there  would  be  excessive  or  not  ? — The  cost  of  the  work  in  order  to 
render  available  500,000  gallons  of  water  a  day  from  the  Silver  Mine  stream  woidd  be 
very  moderate  indeed.  I  estimate  that  by  spending  4160,000  you  can  get  a  storage  of 
140,000,000  gallons. 

12947.  In  order  to  carry  that,  or  the  needed  quantity  down  to  Simonstown,  havo 
you  any  idea  what  the  cost  would  be  ? — Of  course  the  first  point  is  how  much  Simons¬ 
town  would  want.  I  may  say  I  have  given  certain  views  on  the  subject  to  the  Mayors 
of  both  Municipalities,  but  I  should  prefer  the  Commission  to  get  those  views  from 
the  persons  to  whom  they  were  given. 

12948.  There  are  no  great  difficulties  in  laying  pipes  there,  are  there  ? — No,  it 
is  a  very  simple  matter  as  far  as  that  goes,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  to  the 
advantage  of  both. 

12949.  Is  there  no  tunnelling  to  be  made,  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — No. 

12950.  There  are  no  engineering  difficulties? — No. 

12951.  Do  you  know  how  the  Municipality  of  Simonstown  feel  towards  a  scheino 
of  that  kind  ?  Have  you  any  indication  of  it  ? — I  have  no  idea.  The  evidence  given 
here  before  this  Commission  is  all  that  1  know  in  connection  with  it. 

12952.  They  seem  to  think  that  it  would  only  be  Kalk  Bay  leavings  that  woidd 
be  available  for  them  ;  but  the  fact  seems  to  be  that  the  Kalk  Bay  people  cannot  now 
store  the  very  large  quantity  of  water  which  flows  off  there  ? — Practically  all  the 
water  flows  off. 

12953.  It  only  wants  a  larger  storage  reservoir  to  be  constructed  in  order  to 
intercept  the  necessary  quantity  ? — Yes,  that  is  reallv  the  state  of  affairs.  Kalk  Bay 
gets  its  water  supply  from  a  height  of  about  1400  feet  above  the  sea,  and  its  catchment 
area  is  about  440  acres,  but  its  intake  is  a  little  lower  down  the  stream  than  its 
reservoir;  and  it  s  catchment  area  to  the  intake  is  about  620  acres.  (Witness  here 
pointed  out  to  the  Commission  the  details  on  a  map.)  Apparently,  from  the  evidence 
given  before  this  Commission  by  the  representatives  of  Simonstown,  their  idea  seems  to 
have  been  to  take  the  water  from  a  different  part  of  the  stream,  instead  of  taking  it 
direct  from  the  storage  reservoir  at  Kalk  Bay.  The  point  however  is  that  the  existing 
reservoir,  which  only  holds  18,000,000  gallons  can  be  raised  to  hold  110,000,000  gallons 
if  required. 
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X2954.  And  your  idea  would  be  to  take  a  pipe  from  the  raised  reservoir  to 
Simonstown  ? — Yes,  or  from  a  joint  pipe.  I  think  I  may  mention  that  if  they  agreed 
to  take  water  from  there,  the  best'wajr  for  laying  the  pipes  would  doubtless  be  to  lay 
them  down  the  valley  and  go  across  the  Fish  Hoek  valley,  not  to  go  round  by 
Muizenberg  and  Kalk  Bay,  because  the  distance  by  that  route  is  very  much  greater  than 
the  other  way,  which  is  perfectly  feasible.  In  this  connection,  I  notice  that  one  witness 
in  giving  his  evidence  said  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  whatever  in  giving  a  supply 
to  Simonstown  from  Kalk  Bay  by  prolonging  the  pipe  which  now  serves  Kalk  Bay. 
Well,  that  would  be  rather  objectionable.  In  the  first  instance,  the  pipe  is  too  small  to 
get  a  quantity  of  water  to  Simonstown ;  and,  even  it  were  large  enough,  the  drawing 
off  to  Simonstown  of  that  large  quantity  of  water  from  the  pipe  distributing  the 
supply  to  the  consumers  in  Kalk  Bay  would  reduce  the  pressure  and  lead  to  constant 
complaints. 

1295a.  Your  idea  is  to  bring  a  separate  pipe  to  Simonstown  so  that  Simons¬ 
town  shoul  1  have  its  independent  supply  ? — Yes.  It  should  have  quite  an  indepen¬ 
dent  supply  from  the  existing  Kalk  Bay  reservoir,  or  from  some  point  a  little  further 
down  the  stream. 

12956.  Is  that  the  maximum  of  the  possible  storage  in  that  neighbourhood  ? — No, 

I  would  not  say  that,  Mr.  Chairman,  because  my  observations  have  not  been  so  com¬ 
plete  as  I  should  like  them  to  be. 

12957.  Then  when  you  speak  about  the  140,000,000  gallons,  is  that  the  capacity 
of  the  storage  reservoir  which  yon  propose  to  build  and  beyond  which  you  could  not 
raise  the  present  wall  ? — No  ;  the  present  wall  happens  to  be  designed,  being  a  very 
small  wall,  to  admit  of  the  building  of  another  dam  inside  it,  so  that  the  portion 
already  built  would  form  part  of  a  higher  wall.  I  do  not  say  that  140,000,000  gallons 
is  the  total  amount  of  water  that  flows  off. 

12958.  No;  but  is  it  the  total  amount  that  you  can  store  by  the  building  of  the 
necessary  works  there? — Yes;  the  idea  is  to  put  a  dam  there  capable  of  impounding 
140,000,000  gallons  of  water. 

12959.  And  a  higher  wall  could  not  be  built  on  that  ? — Oh  yes,  if  it  is  designed, 
in  the  first  place,  to  carry  a  higher  wall. 

12960.  You  mean  a  new  start  ? — Oh,  yes  ;  and  then  you  could  build  to  any  height 
you  wish. 

12961.  Then,  in  this  case,  it  is  only  a  question  of  raising  the  wall  and  you  could 
store,  say,  250,000,000  gallons,  as  the  water  is  there  ? — Y”es,  and  I  may  also  mention, 
in  this  connection,  that,  even  if  there  is  not  enough  water  in  the  Silver  Mine 
catchment  area,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  another  catchment  area,  which  at 
present  discharges  through  Tokai,  being  led  into  it.  The  point  has  not  been  worked 
out,  but  I  should  say  that  you  can  get  double  the  quantity  of  water  there. 

12962.  Would  you  regard  it  in  this  way  :  that  the  wants  of  Kalk  Bay  and 
Simonstown  could  be  provided  for  from  that  area  without  considering  any  larger 
scheme? — Amply,  for  any  possible  estimate  of  their  requirements  that  they  are  justi¬ 
fied  in  making. 

12963.  Now,  in  order  to  obtain  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  Cape  Town  and 
the  Peninsida,  as  a  whole,  do  you  think  we  will  be  obliged  to  go  outside  the  Peninsula 
area? — I  consider  that  it  is  merely  a  matter  of  time  when  you  will  have  to  go  across 
the  Cape  Flats  for  another  water  supply. 

12964.  And  that  time  is  nearer  at  hand  for  the  suburbs  than  for  the  city  ? — Yes. 

12965.  And  is  it  your  idea  that  one  supply  could  be  made  available,  both  for  the 
suburbs  and  for  the  city  ? — Well,  that  is  a  somewhat  difficult  point,  but  from  an  engi- 
neeiing  point  of  view,  there  is  no  difficulty  whatever  in  bringing  in  a  sufficient  supply 
both  for  the  city  and  the  suburbs,  and  to  bring  it  in  so  that  it  can  be  discharged  at 
such  points  as  will  supply  the  city  and  the  suburbs.  But,  I  would  say,  that,  even  if  it 
were  impo.-sible  for  Cape  Town  and  the  suburbs  to  combine  for  this  purpose,  I  think 
Cape  Town  would  be  amply  justified,  having  regard  to  its  future  needs,  to  seek  a  large 
source  of  supply  for  itself. 

12966.  For  itself  ? — Yes.  It  is  purely  a  matter  of  time  until  Cape  Town  will 
require  a  large  quantity  of  water. 

12967.  It  is  a  fundamental  principle  with  engineers,  is  it  not,  to  anticipate  an 
increased  demand  rather  than  just  to  provide  for  the  wants  for  the  time  being  ? — That 
has  been  the  whole  difficulty  with  the  various  W ater  W orks  in  the  Peninsula ;  provi¬ 
sion  has  not  been  made  for  more  than  a  year  or  two  in  advance,  and  it  could  not  be 
made  because  the  money  could  not  be  raised,  as  the  consent  of  the  ratepayers  could  not 
be  obtained.  It  has  been  a  race  really  between  the  supply  of  water  and  the  demand,  and 
in  some  seasons,  when  the  dry  time  has  been  prolonged,  there  has  been  a  mild  scare, 
similar  to  that  which  occurred  last  summer,  which  wasjperfeotly^unjustifiable  in  the  case 
of  Cape  Town.  On  that  point  there  is  another  question  which  should  not  be  forgotten, 
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and  that  is,  that  the  bigger  your  community  is  the  larger  your  surplus  in  hand  at  the  m^Stewarf 
end  of  the  dry  season  should  be.  Up  to  [the  present,  we  have  run  it  too  close.  °  _ 

There  is  no  doubt  that  that  is  an  important  point  that  has  not  been  appreciated  quite  June>  1902 

as  much  as  it  ought  to  have  been.  Then,  while  on  this  subject,  I  should  like  to  mention, 

Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  seems  to  me  that  before  you  design  any  large  scheme  or  water 
supply  you  must  make  up  your  mind  as  to  what  you  are  going  to  do  in  connection  with 
the  supply  of  water  to  gardens  in  the  suburbs,  because  in  the  summer  time  that  means  a 
considerable  amount.  It  does  not,  however,  apply  so  much  to  Cape  Town.  But  if  you, 
as  a  community,  are  going  to  carry  out  a  large  water  scheme  you  will  have  to  face  the 
question  of  whether  you  are  going  to  supply  water  for  domestic  purposes,  and  at  the 
same  time  supply  water  for  a  mild  form  of  irrigation,  because  that  is  the  long  and  the 
short  of  it.  For  the  purely  domestic  supply  of  the  place,  I  believe,  the  existing  supply 
would  be  sufficient  for  many  years  to  come. 

12968.  There  is  a  great  demand  on  the  part  of  the  ratepayers,  is  there  not,  for 
such  an  increased  supply  for  garden  purposes,  or,  as  you  call  it,  for  a  mild  form  of 
irrigation,  so  that  a  scheme  which  did  not  supply  water  for  garden  purposes  would  not 
be  very  popular  ? — As  regards  the  suburbs,  I  think  that  must  be  confessed,  and  the 
idea  is  that  the  more  water  we  give  for  garden  purposes  the  quicker  buildings  go 
up,  and  the  sooner  the  town  becomes  worth  living  iD.  I  know  that  that  is  an  opinion 
held  by  various  Municipal  Councillors. 

12969.  The  immediate  sale  of  the  available  water  is  what  Municipal  authorities 
are  tempted  to  effect  ? — Yes,  they  say,  and  sometimes  theyv  say  rightly,  perhaps,  why 
should  they  keep  the  water  when  they  have  an  opportunity  of  selling  it  ? 

12970.  Now,  have  you  anything  to  tell  the  Commission  as  to  the  districts  from 
which  a  suitable  supply  of  water  for  the  city  and  suburbs  could  be  obtained  ? — Well, 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  don’t  think  there  is  any  doubt  whatever  that  the  range  of  mountains 
extending  from  Hottentots  Holland  to  near  Tulbagh  Kloof  contains  a  number  of 
sources  from  which  an  ample  supply  could  be  obtained  for  the  future  ;  not  only  for  the 
future  requirements  of  Cape  Town,  but  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  as  a  whole.  In  fact,  I 
might  go  as  far  as  to  say  that  I  am  certain  that  there  are  areas  of  from  40  to  60  square 
miles  which  will  yield  from  20,000,000  gallons  to  30,000,000  gallons  a  day,  at  a 
sufficient  height  to  enable  it  to  be  brought  into  Cape  Town.  I  am  acquainted, 
personally,  with  various  of  those  sources  in  the  range  which  I  have  named.  There  is 
the  Steenbras  River  catchment  area ;  the  Palmiet  River  catchment  area ;  the 
Witte  River  catchment  area;  above  Wellington,  the  Du  Toit’s  Kloof  catchment  area, 
and  the  OliphanL’s  Hoek  catchment  area,  which,  however,  I  don’t  know  much  of  as 
regards  its  water  supply  capacity.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  it.  Then  further 
afield  there  is  the  Breede  River,  at  Ceres,  where  an  excellent  storage  reservoir 
could  be  constructed,  but  that  would  involve  the  removal  of  the  town  of  Ceres. 

Then  there  is  the  Twenty-Four  Rivers  scheme,  which  I  don’t  know  much  of 
from  personal  knowledge,  but  which  I  think  may  be  put  on  one  side  at  once,  because  it 
is  at  too  considerable  a  distance  from  Cape  Town.  I  might  say,  however,  that  this 
drawback  also  applies  to  the  Breede  River  at  Ceres.  In  considering  these  schemes  it  is 
well  to  bear  in  mind  that  for  the  supply  which  I  have  in  mind,  and  which  I  recom¬ 
mended  more  than  a  year  ago,  of  10,000,000  gallons  per  day,  the  laying  of  the  pipe  line 
will  cost  about  £25,000  a  mile. 

12971.  Yes,  but  the  nearest  of  these  schemes  would  be  about  40  or  50  miles? — I 
consider  that  you  might  get  a  suitable  scheme  within  50  miles  of  Cape  Town,  and  in 
my  opinion  it  is  quite  rmnecessary  to  go  to  such  places  as  either  the  Breede  River  or  the 
Twenty-Four  Rivers. 

12972.  Would  not  the  question  of  what  you  could  do  with  the  water  en  route  bo 
an  element  in  that  respeot  ? — I  don’t  think  that  I  would  consider  the  giving  of  a  water 
supply  en  route  as  of  any  consequence  whatever.  The  supply  of  water  required  en 
route  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  very  limited,  as  compared  with  what  is  required  in  Cape 
Town  and  the  Peninsula ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  you  would  get  a  better 
price  for  your  water  in  the  Peninsula  than  you  would  get  from  the  smaller  communities. 

For  some  years,  at  least,  they  have  their  local  supplies  with  which  they  seem  to  be 
contented  ;  but,  of  course,  it  may  be  that  they  would  apply  for  water  from  the  larger 
scheme.  If  so,  I  see  no  reason  why  they  should  not  get  it,  but  I  know  of  no  town  en 
route  which  should  be  considered  as  a  factor  in  determining  the  source  of  water  supply, 
or  the  route  of  a  line  of  pipes  for  the  supply,  of  the  Peninsula.  We  had  it  in  evidence 
from  the  Railway  Department  that  they  would  like  to  get  a  certain  quantity  of  water 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  don’t  want  very  much.  There  woidd  be  no  advantage  in 
laying  the  pipes  alongside  the  railway  solely  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  railway. 

In  fact,  I  am  inclined  to  doubt,  from  an  engineering  point  of  view,  whether  the  railway 
really  offers  the  best  route,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that,  if  the  pipe  is  of  a  considerable 
size,  and  it  is  laid  close  to  the  railway  line — which  would  mean,  I  suppose,  laying  it 
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M'  inside  the  fence  of  the  railway  property — it  would  not  be  altogether  a  wise  thing, 

because  if  that  pipe  were  to  burst  with  a  head  of  500  feet  on  it  there  would  not  be 
June,  190-2.  much  left  of  the  railway. 

L2973.  But  even  in  any  of  the  other  directions  there  might  be  some  such  risk  ? — 
Yes,  you  must  take  that  risk,  of  course,  everywhere,  but  the  risk  to  the  railway  line  is 
rather  a  serious  one. 

12974.  Now,  would  it  be  necessary,  do  you  think,  Mr.  Stewart,  from  your 
experience,  to  combine  two  or  three  of  these  sources  of  supply,  bearing  in  view 
some  of  the  difficulties  pointed  out  to  the  Commission  by  Mr.  Schreiner  and  also  some 
of  the  other  witnesses  in  that  we  may  not  be  able,  under  the  most  advantageous 
circumstances,  to  bring  the  whole  of  the  water  from  any  one  possible  source  of  supply 
to  the  I’euinsula,  and  for  that  reason  we  may  be  obliged  to  combine  ? — The  first  point, 
Mr.  Chairman,  about  which  we  would  have  to  make  up  our  minds  seems  to  be  the 
question  of  what  quantity  of  water  we  will  require  to  bring  in  per  day. 

12975.  Well,  you  say  yourself  that  the  city  ought  to  have  a  supply  of  10,000,000 
gallons  per  diem,  that  is  an  estimate  exclusive  of  the  wants  of  the  suburbs  ? — I  don’t 
quite  put  it  in  that  way.  I  rather  put  it  that  it  is  undesirable,  at  this  time  of  day, 
to  go  40  or  50  miles  for  a  supply  of  water  which  would  be  less  than  10,000,000  gallons 
a  day.  Cape  Town  has  no  immediate  requirements  for  10,000,000  gallons  a  day,  but 
it  will  ultimately,  doubtless,  require  that  quantity. 

12976.  Then,  do  I  understand  you  to  mean  that,  from  your  knowledge  and  from  the 
information  you  have  before  you,  you  would  not  reoommend  a  scheme  for  bringing  a 
larger  supply  than  10,000,000  gallons  per  day  for  the  whole  Peninsula  ? — I  consider 
that  whatever  source  is  acquired  ought  to  be  capable  of  yielding  very  much  more  than 
10,000,000  gallons  a  day,  and  I  should  say,  as  a  rough  guess,  that  we  should  not  adopt 
any  source  or  sources  which  cannot  ultimately  supply  40,000,000  gallons  a  day. 

12977.  You  mean  any  one  source  ? — Yes,  or  you  might  include  an  adjoining 
source.  I  say  source  or  sources,  but  it  would  be  quite  out  of  the  question  from  an 
economical  point  of  view  to  lay  down  works  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  in  all  that 
quantity  at  once,  because  there  is  no  sale  for  the  water,  and,  if  the  works 
were  constructed,  the  community  would  be  saddled  with  the  interest  on  an  outlay 
which  is  unnecessary.  One  thing,  which  I  suppose  is  more  or  less  a  detail,  has  weighed 
with  me  in  saying  10,000,000  gallons,  and  that  is  that  10,000,000  gallons  is  just 
about  the  quantity  of  water  which  a  36  inch  main,  under  certain  conditions,  will 
carry.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  a  36  inch  main  is  probably  the  maximum  size 
which  it  is  desirable  to  lay  across  the  Flats  under  that  pressure.  When  the  demand 
increases,  say  beyond  10,000,000  gallons,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  duplicating 
the  pipe  as  has  been  done  in  the  case  of  Glasgow,  Manchester  and  almost  every 
place  having  large  works.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  the  case  of  Glasgow,  the  city 
went  to  Loch  Katrine  for  a  supply  of  50,000,000  gallons  per  daj'.  They  made  their 
works  and  tunnels  big  enough  to  carry  50,000,000  gallons  a  day,  but  they  did  not  lay 
their  pipes  to  carry  more  than  a  certain  proportion  of  that  quantity,  so  that  they  dis¬ 
tributed  their  expenditure  over  a  very  large  number  of  years,  and  some  20  years  ago, 
when  they  decided  to  duplicate  the  works,  it  was  resolved  that  the  expenditure  should 
be  spread  over  a  large  number  of  years.  When  I  was  in  England  about  a  year  ago,  I 
saw  these  works  which  they  had  just  finished.  Manchester,  practically,  did  the  same 
and  laid  down  one  line  of  pipes,  but  it  was  not  many  years  before  they  discovered  that 
they  wanted  another. 

12978.  Now,  Mr.  Stewart,  you  heard  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Schreiner,  yester¬ 
day.  What  bearing  on  the  question  of  water  rights,  if  any,  does  that  evidence  have 
upon  some  or  all  of  the  sources  of  supply  that  you  have  in  view  ?  Does  that  apply 
equally  to  all,  or  more  to  some  than  to  others  P — There  is  a  bearing  on  all,  as  I 
explained  to  the  Commission  at  a  very  early  stage  of  its  sittings,  but  the  degree  of 
that  bearing  varies  in  different  cases.  There  are  cases  where,  I  take  it,  it  would  be 
easier  to  secure  the  water  rights  and  sources  of  supply  than  in  other  cases. 

12979.  And  that  might  affect  the  question  of  cost,  might  it  not?  If  you  can 
secure  the  water  rights  at  a  cheaper  figure  in  one  place  then  you  might  be  compensated 
in  that  way  for  expense  of  distance  ? — It  may  be  so.  But  it  is  impossible  with  the 
information  available  at  present  to  compare  the  relative  cost  of  any  of  the  schemes. 
AVe  could  compare  the  relative  cost  of  the  works,  in  one  or  two  instances,  but  that  is 
only  one  of  the  factors.  The  cost  of  acquiring  the  source  is  most  important. 

12980.  LLow  do  you  propose,  Mr.  Stewart,  that  the  Commission  should  set  about 
that,  because  you  see  we  have  to  report  on  the  matter  of  cost  ? — Well,  I  don’t  think 
that  the  Commission,  with  the  information  before  it,  could  possibly  report  on  the 
question  of  cost,  except  with  a  very  large  margin.  The  acquisition  of  sources  of  supply, 
especially  when  the  sources  are  large  as  these  are,  is  a  somewhat  prolonged  affair.  We 
have  to  find  out  what  every  owner  of  land  wants,  and  we  have  to  secure  rights  of  way 
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for  the  pipeline,  but,  of  course,  the  latter  is  a 
speaking. 

12981.  Do  you  advise  that  the  Commission  should  do  anything  in  the  way  of  ioth  June,  1 902 
ascertaining  the  claims  of  the  owners  in  any  of  these  areas  ? — It  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  it  is  intended  that  the  Commission  should  earmark  a  particular  scheme,  it 
might  be  that  the  reference  to  the  Commission  bears  that  complexion,  but  having 
regard  to  the  multitude  of  thiugs  that  have  to  be  done,  I  may  state  that  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  responsibility  for  the  selection  of  the  site  should  be  placed  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  body — call  it  Board  of  Works,  Local  Council  or  whatever  you  like 
— which  might  be  entrusted  with  tbe  carrying  out  of  the  work. 

12982.  Would  that  absolutely  preclude  all  necessity  on  the  part  of  this  Com¬ 
mission,  for  supplying  some  estimate  of  the  cost  of  any  scheme  and,  from  that  point 
of  view,  the  most  likely  scheme? — I  don’t  know  that  it  is  a  point  for  the  Commission. 

12983.  If  we  cannot  do  that,  then  we  pretty  muoh  leave  the  matter  where  it  was 
before  starting  this  enquiry  ? — Well,  that,  of  course,  is  a  matter  for  the  Commission 
itself  to  decide.  I  am  only  giving  my  individual  opinion,  as  an  engineer  and  as 
engineering  expert  on  the  Commission,  on  the  question  of  the  sources  of  water  supply. 

I  say,  that  until  we  have  sufficient  information  to  enable  us  to  say  that  a  scheme  or 
certain  schemes  will  be  sufficient  for  the  Peninsula,  especially  seeing  that  we  don’t 
have  sufficient  information  even  from  an  engineering  point  of  view,  we  cannot  give  a 
very  exaot  statement  of  the  maximum  capacity  of  a  scheme.  We  have  not,  as  I  have 
pointed  out  before  in  connection  with  the  Table  Mountain  reservoir,  sufficient  infor¬ 
mation  to  enable  us  to  judge  of  the  equalising  power  of  any  reservoir.  Because  there 
is  no  question  whatever  that  we  can  only  get  water  by  storing  it. 

12984.  From  that  point  of  view,  would  it  not  be  possible  to  arrive  at  a  more  or 
less  closely  approximate  estimate  of  what  any  area  of  known  dimensions  would  be 
capable  of  supplying  ?  Take  any  of  the  areas  you  have  studied,  extending,  say,  25, 

30  or  40  square  miles,  you  must  know,  within  some  reasonable  bounds,  the  rainfall 
there ;  and  that  being  so,  would  you  not  be  able  to  estimate  approximately  the  run 
off  ?  And  in  that  way  could  we  not  then  get  at  some  approximate  idea  of  its  capabili¬ 
ties  as  a  source  of  supply  ? — Undoubtedly.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  tell  the  Commis¬ 
sion  what  I  think  that  certain  areas  will  yield. 

12985.  A  certain  area? — Yes;  but  in  connection  with  that,  I  would  again  refer 
to  the  rainfall  on  Table  Mountain,  where,  taking  theDisa  Head  gauge,  which  gave  35 
inches  in  the  year  1894,  and  the  gauge  put  up  by  mo,  subsequently,  within  200  yards 
of  that,  gave  10  inches  more. 

12986.  Dr.  Gregory.']  But  that  is  only  an  argument  for  multiplying  your  rain 
gauges  and  not  for  the  time  during  which  your  rain  gauges  should  be  registering  ?— 

That,  of  course,  shews  that  in  a  large  area  you  should  have  a  larger  number  of  rain 
gauges.  But  to  shew  the  advisability  of  having  them  spread  over  a  certain  period  I 
would  particularly  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  for  June  of  this  year  we  have  had  20 
inches  of  rainfall  at  the  Dam  gauge,  while  last  year  in  June  we  had  only  3'29.  The 
question  of  deducing  from  places  the  amount  of  their  rainfall  is  one  of  the  most  ticklish 
questions  whioh  an  engineer  has  to  face,  and  I  say  very  clearly  that  while  I  shou'd 
have  done  the  whole  thing  in  five  minutes,  when  I  came  out  to  this  country,  I  should 
not  perhaps  like  to  do  the  same  in  five  years  now. 

12987.  Do  you  then  consider,  Mr.  Stewart,  that  no  really  reliable  opinion  can  be 
based  on  two  years’  readings  of  raiufalls  and  the  flow-offs? — Not  as  regards  the 
maximum  capacity  of  your  scheme,  nor  even  as  regards  the.  minimum  capacity,  but 
you  can  judge  approximately,  in  lesser  time  than  that,  whether  it  is  worth  adopting 
the  scheme  or  not. 

12988.  But  you  said  just  now  that  two  years  hence  the  Commission  would  not  be 
in  a  better  position  to  come  to  a  decision  ? — Yes,  as  regards  either  maximum  or 
minimum  run-off. 

12989.  But  the  Commission  would  be  in  a  position  to  say  what  is  the  best  suitable 
scheme,  and  that  is  all  we  have  to  advise  on  ? — I  think  it  might  be  able  to  do  that  in 
a  shorter  time  by  applying  certain  results  which  we  have  already  got.  For  example, 

I  have  pointed  out  what  Table  Mountain  yields,  but  we  have  a  more  appropriate  case 
in  the  Steenbras  lliver  area,  the  statistics  of  which  have  been  handed  in,  and  these  would 
enable  us  to  get  at  something.  But,  as  I  said  before,  whiLe  you  arrive  at  the  approxi¬ 
mate  capacity  of  a  scheme  you  should  make  fairly  sure  of  its  maximum  capacity  and 
particularly  of  its  minimum  capacity.  My  poiut  is,  that  if  you  have  time,  and  1 
consider  we  have  time  for  these  observations  to  be  taken,  they  ought  to  be  taken  before 
you  pin  yourselves  to  a  particular  scheme.  If,  as  has  happened  in  the  Peninsula, 
time  has  not  been  available,  and  where  it  has  been  of  more  importance  to  secure  a 
water  supply  for  the  town  than  to  get  careful  statistics  as  regards  its  maximum  and 
minimum  capacity,  then,  of  course,  you  are  perfectly  justified,  in  my  opinion,  in  going 
in  for  a  scheme  on  somewhat  less  information  than  otherwise. 
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r-  12990.  But  is  not  that  same  condition  of  things  rapidly  arising  in  regard  to  the 

1  -  Peninsula  ? — It  is  arising,  but  I  don’t  consider  it  is  arising  so  fast  as  to  prohibit  the 

istfc  June.  1902.  taking  of  observations  for  that  period.  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  it  will  take  a  con¬ 
siderable  period  of  time  to  get  the  machinery  into  force  for  acquiring  any  source  of 
supply,  or  rather  for  ascertaining  whether  any  source  can  be  got. 

12991.  Chairman .]  But  now  you  have  given  an  opinion  that  along  a  certain 
mountainous  area  there  are  possible  sources  of  supply  ;  and  I  take  it  that  you  must 
have  founded  that  opinion  upon  some  average  condition  of  the  rainfall  there  ? — 
Oh,  yes,  I  am  perfectly  well  aware  from  my  own  observations,  what  can  be  got 
npproixmately. 

12992.  Is  that  based  upon  the  average  rainfall  there,  or  upon  observations  made 
by  yourself  ? — Upon  my  observations  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  but  when  I  say 
that,  I  am  not  prepared,  as  1  said  before,  to  state  the  maximum  capacity  of  any  one  of 
these  schemes  as  against  the  ..other ,  nor  even  the  minimum  capacity. 

12993.  Dr.  Gregory.\  But  nothing  can  be  done  in  regard  to  these  water  schemes 
with  reference  to  any  definite  opinion  as  to  which  should  be  finally  adopted,  in  your 
opinion,  until  observations  have  been  taken? — I  think,  you  should,  at  least,  make 
observations  through  two  dry  seasons. 

12994.  That  is  practically  a  year  and  a  half? — Yes,  but  it  depends  on  when  you 
start.  It  might  be  that  the  information  which  you  would  get,  would  enable  you  to  do 
it  sooner,  but  I  think  two  dry  seasons  may  be  relied  upon. 

12995.  Then,  having  seleoted  your  scheme,  how  long  would  it  take  to  obtain  the 
necessary  power  to  carry  it  out  ? — That  I  cannot  say.  You  must  go  to  Parliament,  if 
there  is  a  Parliament,  and  it  may  be  that  you  will  meet  there  with  considerable  opposi¬ 
tion,  because  it  is  not  at  all  unknown,  in  connection  with  waterworks,  to  have  your 
Bill  thrown  out,  year  after  year. 

12996.  Presuming  there  is  no  considerable  opposition  to  beat  down,  especially  as 
regards  the  rights  to  be  acquired  with  regard  to  the  source  of  the  water  supply,  how 
long,  in  your  opinion,  do  you  think  it  would  take  to  get  the  necessary  power  ? — That 
would  entirely  depend  upon  the  legislative  machinery. 

12997.  Would  it  be  sufficient  to  say  less  than  a  year  ? — Yes,  if  there  is  no  opposi¬ 
tion  whatever. 

12998.  And  then,  having  got  the  powers  to  carry  out  the  scheme,  how  long  would 
it  take  before  the  work  is  complete  and  in  working  order  ? — That  again  depends  to  a 
certain  extent  on  the  scheme  that  you  select.  But,  taking  it  as  a  matter  of  experience 
in  this  country  and  elsewhere,  it  is  found  that  no  scheme  of  a  considerable  size  can  be 
contracted  in  much  less  than  from  three  to  five  years. 

12999.  So  that,  one  would  have  to  reckon  from  five  to  seven  years  ?—In  my 
opinion,  that  is  about  the  case. 

13000.  That  is  to  say,  if  we  started  to-day  it  would  take  that  time  before  the 
scheme  would  be  in  operation? — Yes;  but  you  might  considerably  augment 
your  supply  before  that  time  has  expired,  because  whatever  source  you  go  to  will 
be  able  to  yield  you  water  without  storage.  But,  of  course,  not  10,000,000  gallons  a 
day  in  the  dry  season.  Therefore,  having  constructed  your  pipe  line,  you  will  be  able 
to  augment  to  a  certain  extent  your  water  supply  before  you  have  finished  your 
reservoir  works,  as  a  certain  quantity  could  be  taken  direct  from  the  stream. 

13001.  Plow  long  will  the  pipe  line  take  ? — That  entirely  depends  on  how 
quickly  the  iron  founders  in  Great  Britain  choose  to  supply  you  with  pipes.  If  they 
supply  you  under  contract,  I  should  say  it  would  take  from  two  to  three  years. 

13002.  Then  you  could  not  hope  to  get  any  instalment  of  the  supply  before  four 
years  have  expired  ? — I  scarcely  think  so. 

13003.  But  meanwhile,  what  is  going  to  happen,  as  regards  the  water  supply  of 
the  Peninsula,  during  that  four  years  ? —  vV ell,  all  I  can  say  is  that  they  will  have  to 
take  a  little  less  water,  that  is  all. 

13004.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  source  of  supply  mentioned  by  Mr.  Yollmer  in 
his  evidence,  and  which  you  consider  worth  thinking  about,  is  that  the  Orange  Kloof 
catchment  area  ? — It  is  the  portion  of  the  Grange  Kloof  catchment  area  which  is  not 
utilised  at  the  present  time  by  the  YVynberg  Municipality.  • 

13005.  The  evidence  that  you  heard  about  it  was  to  the  effect  that  the  supply 
amounted  to  about  2,000,000  gallons  per  diem  ? — That  is,  if  the  amount  of  water  which 
flows  off  there  is  stored,  then  it  is  capable  of  yielding  close  upon  2,500,000  gallons  per 
day. 

13106.  Would  it  not  be  advisable  to  take  some  steps  to  impound  and  distribute 
that  water  ? — I  think,  it  would  be  advisable,  because  the  water  is  simply  running  to 
waste  at  the  present  time. 

13007.  In  what  number  of  years,  in  your  opinion,  could  that  be  brought  into 
use  ? — I  think  that  would  be  a  matter  of  from  2  to  2|  years. 
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13008.  So  that,  if  the  water  supply  of  the  immediate  future  of  the  Peninsula  is 
a  matter  of  urgency,  would  you  advise  that  that  should  be  taken  in  hand  with  the 
view  to  augmenting  the  supply,  preparatory  to  getting  the  larger  scheme  through  ? — 
That  is  a  matter  of  policy  for  the  VYynberg  Municipality  to  whom  1  am  engineer. 
Of  course,  it  is  perfectly  clear  to  you  from  my  evidence  that  the  water  is  available, 
but  it  is  rather  difficult  for  me  to  recommend  that  Wynberg  should  give  up  that 
source  of  water  supply  if  they  don’t  care  to  do  so. 

13009.  But  putting  that  a-pect  of  the  question  aside  altogether  and,  as  an 
independent  opinion  and  looking  at  the  needs  of  the  Peninsula  as  a  whole,  would  you 
be  prepared  to  say  that  in  your  opinion  available  water  should  be  brought  into  the 
general  supply  ? — I  consider  that,  unless  the  Peninsula  is  prepared  to  put  up  with 
a  short  supply,  it  is  desirable  to  utilise  the  water  from  that  source. 

13010.  What  do  you  call  a  short  supply? — Well,  I  mean  a  supply  deducting  the 
quantity  for  gardens,  that  is  to  6ay  a  supply  which  would  be  equivalent  to  from  15  to 
20  gallons  per  day,  per  head,  which  is  really  ample  for  an  undrained  community. 

13011.  And  provided  that  every  member  got  his  share?  -Yes. 

13012.  But,  when  you  are  on  short  commons  like  that,  it  is  difficult  to  arrange  ? — 
It  ought  not  to  be  difficult  to  arrange,  but,  of  course,  it  is  impossible,  if  it  is  lone 
under  what  is  called  the  dribble  system. 

13013.  Moreover,  from  what  you  say  in  regard  to  undrained  area,  do  you  mean 
that,  if  everything  is  deferred  until  you  get  a  main  scheme  into  working  order,  the 
question  of  drainage  schemes  would  have  to  be  held  in  abeyance  ?  -  I  don’t  say  that, 
but  it  would  be  impossible  to  work  a  drainage  scheme  even  if  it  were  completed,  until 
you  lave  got  a  bigger  water  supply.  There  is  no  reason,  however,  why  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  drainage  scheme  should  not  be  proceeded  wilh,  although  it  could  not  b^ 
utilised  before  you  have  your  water  scheme. 

13014.  If  a  drainage  scheme  were  undertaken  and  there  were  plenty  of  water,  it 
could  be  utilised,  as  you  go  along,  in  a  very  large  measure,  could  it  not  ? — O,  yes ; 
portions  of  it  could  be  utilised. 

13015.  What  would  be  the  approximate  cost,  in  your  opinion,  of  bringing  into 
use  the  Orange  Kloof  water  supply  ? — I  have  not  gone  into  that  very  closely.  The 
site  suggested  for  an  embankment  ought  to  be  very  carefully  examined  first,  because 
the  ground  may  be  soft  to  some  considerable  depth,  and,  in  fact,  that  seems  to  be  the 
case.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  would  rather  not  give  an  opinion,  or  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  at  the  present  time,  but  I  might  be  able  to  do  so  later  on. 

13016.  Would  you  say,  approximately,,  what  would  be  the  minim  im  and  the 
maximum  cost  ? —I  think,  it  would  be  neoessary  to  make  up  one’s  mind  to  spend 
somewhere  about  £400,000.  It  is  not  a  cheap  scheme. 

13017.  Chairman .]  Are  there  any  engineering  difficulties  in  bringing  the  pipes 
from  the  Orange  Kloof  area  in  the  direction  of  Cape  Town,  or  Woodstock,  or  the 
suburbs  ? — No. 

13018.  Any  tunnelling  ?  — Yes;  but  I  don’t  regard  the  tuunelling  as  a  difficulty 
I  might  say,  in  further  answer  to  Dr.  Gregory,  that  there  is  an  alternative  plan 
by  which  the  capital  expenditure  could  be  considerably  less  but  the  cost  of  the 
water  would  be  somewhat  more.  Seeing  that  one  is  in  a  hole,  it  might  be  a  desirable 
thing  to  adopt  that  measure,  and  that  is  pumping  instead  of  other  works.  It  would 
effect  a  great  saving,  but  how  much  I  could  not  say  at  the  present  time,  in  the  initial 
cost.  I  should  say  it  would  reduce  it  by  about  one-half. 

13019.  That  is,  pumping  from  where? — From  the  reservoir  to  the  top  of  Con- 
stantia  Nek.  I  may  say  that  I  do  not  recommend  that  method  of  dealing  with  the 
water  supply  there,  but  it  is  an  alternative,  which  might  be  thought  of  if  the  bettdl- 
thing  is  not  available. 

13020.  Dr.  Gregory .]  And  you  would  get  your  supply  into  use  much  quicker 
in  that  way? — A  certain  quantity  of  it  but  not  the  whole,  because  until  you  have 
built  your  reservoir  to  its  proper  height,  you  c  >uld  not  get  2,500,000  gallons.  But  it  is 
a  matter  of  not  more  than  about  seven  or  eight  months  to  increase  your  water  by 
500,000  gallons  a  day  by  pumping.  Of  course,  that  is  simply  a  rough  estimate. 

13021.  You  mentioned  that  gardens  take  a  good  deal  of  water  in  the  summer 
time.  How  far,  in  an  area,  such  as  the  suburban  Municipalities  form,  does  the 
watering  of  gardens  in  the  summer  time  represent  the  population  liviug  in  the  area  ? 
I  don’t  know  whether  you  follow  me  ?  — Yes,  I  follow  you.  I  cinnot  say  for  that  area 
served  by  the  District  Water  Works  Company,  but  th  re  are  statistics  supplied  from 
Wynberg  from  which  it  appears  that  they  use  almost  double  the  quantity  in  the 
Summer  time  that  they  do  in  the  Winter.  How  much  of  that  may  go  to  gardens  or 
may  be  used  for  extra  batbs  one  has  no  means  of  knowing. 

13022.  But  what  I  mean  is  this  :  that  up  to  a  certain  p  int  any  increase  of  popula¬ 
tion  would  be  balanced  by  the  diminution  in  the  garden  use,  vccild  it  not  ? — No.  Of 
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Mr  course,  in  a  town  like  Wynberg  or  Clarement,  I  take  it  that  you  have  a  class  of 
’  building  where  a  garden  is  an  essential,  and,  for  the  matter  of  that,  it  applies  to 
19th  Jim-,  1 90*2.  Rondebosch  as  well.  I  know,  from  statements  made  to  me,  that  men  have  left 
Mowbray  to  go  and  live  in  Wynberg,  because  they  could  not  get  water  for  their 
gardens  at  Mowbray,  which  shows  that  it  is  an  important  point  in  a  town  like 
Wynberg  to  have  water  for  gardens. 

13023.  You  don’t  know  what  proportion  of  water  is  used  for  gardens  in  Cape 
Town  P — No,  but  I  don’t  think  it  is  a  large  proportion. 

13024  You  stated  that  you  would  estimate,  roughly,  that  £25,000  would  be  the 
cost  per  mile  of  making  your  pipe  line,  and  that  would  represent  an  expenditure  of 
about  £1.250,000  for  your  pipe  line  in  any  principal  soheme  that  is  undertaken  P — 
Yes,  I  don’t  think  that  you  are  likely  to  bring  in  10,000,000  gallons  per  diem  for 
much  less  than  £1,500,000. 

13025.  And  what  would  be  the  probable  cost  of  your  impounding  works  ? — I 
have  not  the  least  idea  what  they  would  cost. 

13026.  But  it  would  not  be  safe  to  put  them  down  at  less  than  what  figure  ? — I 
would  not  attempt  to  give  an  estimate  of  them  at  present. 

13027.  You  stated  that  you  did  not  think  that  the  question  of  supplying  any 
towns  en  route  should  be  considered  in  deciding  upon  any  particular  scheme,  but  sup¬ 
posing  your  pipe  line  came  anywhere  from  the  direction  of  Sir  Lowry’s  Pass,  would 
not  the  question  of  supplying  Somerset  West  and  Somerset  Strand  be  one  which  might 
be  taken  into  consideration  P — I  don’t  think  that  it  would  weigh,  as  regards  the  advisa¬ 
bility  of  constructing  the  scheme  or  deviating  your  pipe  for  the  purpose.  I  don’t 
mean  by  that  to  say  that  you  would  not  be  prepared  to  give  them  water,  but  I  do  say 
that  thpy  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  in  any  way  affecting  the  design  of  the  works. 

13028.  But,  presuming  that  the  pipe  line  came  through  that  direction,  then 
should  we  not  assume  that  possibly  1 ,000,000  gallons  a  day  will,  in  the  future,  be 
required  to  supply  those  places  ? — It  may  be,  in  the  future.  An  increase  could  be 
dealt  with  in  the  event  of  the  duplication  of  the  work.  It  would  simply  mean  that 
if  they  wanted  250,000  gallons  a  day,  in  the  first  instance,  you  would  supply  them 
from  your  10,000,000  gallons  and  deal  with  anjr  increase  when  you  duplicated  your 
pipes. 

13029,  In  bringing  the  water  into  the  Peninsula,  would  you  come  in  at 
Woodstock,  or  near  by  there,  or  would  you  come  straight  across  the  Flats  into 
Wynberg  ? — From  the  knowledge  I  have,  I  would  not  come  to  Wynberg.  The  best  line 
to  serve  the  Peninsula,  I  think,  is  the  latter  part  of  the  pipe  line  shewn  for  the  Stenbras 
River  scheme,  that  is  to  s&y,  it  will  pass  .near  D’Urban  Road  and  come  in  near  Ronde- 
bosch  as  shewn  on  the  plan.  That  is  quite  regardless  as  to  whether  the  supply  is 
brought  from  Wellington  or  from  any  other  source. 

13030.  The  question  of  the  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  is  of  very  great 
importance,  is  it  not  ? — Undoubtedly. 

13031.  how  can  you  give  the  Commission  any  information  which  would  tend 
to  clear  up  —I  feel  I  am  rather  on  delicate  ground  here — the  general  idea  which  I 
think  is  prevalent,  to  the  effect  that  some  of  your  estimates  have  proved  to  be  consider¬ 
ably  under  the  actual  amount  which  was  ultimately  expended  on  carrying  out  the 
works  P — Well,  I  suppose,  you  refer  particularly  to  the  Table  Mountain  Reservoir  ? 

J3032.  I  refer  rather  to  a  considerable  number  of  them? — No;  the  Wynberg 
ones,  except  in  one  case,  have  been  under  the  estimate.  In  the  first  place,  one  of  the 
things  that  make  for  additional  cost  is  the  anxiety  manifested  by  some  of  the  Munici¬ 
palities  for  getting  a  supply  of  water  while  the  works  are  in  progress.  That  is  particu¬ 
larly  applicable  to  the  Woodhead  heservoir.  Then  there  is  the  hesitation  which  a  good 
Tnany  public  bodies  have  of  fpending  money  on  preliminary  investigations,  and  the 
consequence  is,  that  the  Council,  as  the  public  body  to  carry  out  these  works,  leaves  us 
in  the  position  of  doing  the  best  we  can  under  the  circumstances.  And,  as  regards 
that,  it  is  always  in  the  case  of  reservoir  const  rue' ion  an  extremely  difficult  matter  to 
tell  what  is  under  the  ground,  even  wlim  you  have  sunk  trial  pits.  For  instance,  in  the 
case  of  the  Table  Mountain  Reservoir,  now  under  construction,  we  had  simk  some 
pits  when  we  decided  about  the  6ite  ;  but,  as  I  said  before,  the  Town  Council  threw  out 
the  consideration  of  it  for  a  year.  When  the  work  was  re-started  there  was  no  time 
because  .Sir  John  Woodhead  was  particularly  anxious  to  proceed  with  the  work  without 
any  further  delay,  so  as  to  bring  the  reservoir  into  play  as  soon  as  possible.  Then 
there  is  another  reason :  I  very  much  doubt  whether  any  reservoir  could  be  estimated 
closely  to  the  actual  cost,  unless  you  have  really  taken  out  the  whole  of  your  excava¬ 
tions  in  the  first  instance ;  but  it  means  a  tremendous  cost  to  do  that.  As  regards 
the  reservoir  now  under  construction,  there  was  nothing  easier  for  me  than  to  have 
estimated  the  cost  at  £250,000;  that  would  have  been  of  considerable  advantage  to  me, 
because  I  should  have  had  double  fees  for  the  plans.  Bu^  after  all,  in  estimating  the 
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cost  of  works,  one  naturally  tries  to  get  as  near  as  possible  at  the  probable  cost,  not  an 
excessive  amount  for  circumstances  which  you  know  nothing  of.  I  am  perfectly  certain 
that  there  would  have  been  no  difficulty,  had  it  not  been  for  the  piece  of  bad  rock  which 
we  were  bound  to  take  out.  The  foundations  must  be  of  undoubted  reliability.  It  so 
happened  that  10  feet  away  from  that  bad  rock  we  had  a  pit  put  down  on  absolutely 
solid  rock  on  which  we  have  built.  But  even  if  we  had  found  this  bad  piece,  in  the 
first  instance,  which  we  were  unfortunate  enough  to  miss,  it  would  not  have  made  any 
difference  in  the  construction  of  the  reservoir,  so  far  as  the  cost  is  concerned,  so  that 
the  ratepayers  are  not  any  worse  off  in  regard  to  the  additional  cost 

13033.  But,  as  a  practical  point,  you  would  advise  the  Commission,  would  you  not, 
t  to  take  a  very  liberal  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  any  scheme  ? — I  should  say,  first 

make  your  examinations  thoroughly  complete  and  get  data  beyond  any  question  ;  there 
is  time  in  my  opinion  to  get  that.  After  that,  the  works  may  be  estimated  fairly  closely, 
but  it  is  absolutely'  impossible  to  closely  estimate  the  cost  of  a  storage  reservoir,  until 
you  get  out  the  whole  of  your  excavations.  I  will  give  you  a  case  in  point,  and 
I  may  say,  I  am  in  very  good  company  in  this  respect.  The  Birmingham  Water 
Works  were  estimated  to  cost  some  millions,  but  when  it  was  finished  the  cost  had 
increased  by  100  per  cent.,  notwithstanding  all  the  precautions  taken  ;  and  moreover, 
that  is  at  a  place  where  you  have  the  best  people  available,  suoh  as  expert  geologists, 
who  examined  the  ground,  and  so  on. 

13034.  But,  as  a  practical  point,  the  shorter  and  the  better  way  is,  is  it  not,  to 
make  a  liberal  estimate  and  not  to  waste  time  in  going  closely  into  details  which  might 
be  wrong  ? — Well,  you  must  always  make  a  preliminary  estimate  without  a  complete 
investigation,  no  doubt,  because  you  cannot  wait  for  that.  If  you  take  it  from  the 
point  of  view  of  an  engineer  who  is  paid  by  percentage,  I  should  say  make  your 
liberal  estimate  in  the  first  instance,  and  pay  your  engineer  on  the  estimate. 

13035.  You  have  a  knowledge  of  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  scheme,  have  you  not  F — 
Not  as  a  source  of  water  supply,  except  in  so  far  as  I  have  seen  references  in  the 
newspapers,  and  in  so  far  as  the  evidence  before  this  Commission  extended.  I  know 
the  district,  hut  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  anything  upon  the  water  supply. 

13036.  But  from  your  general  knowledge  of  water  supplies  and  of  the  district 
and  of  the  information  that  has  been  tendered  to  this  Commission,  are  you  of  opinion 
that  it  is  a  scheme  that  could  be  carried  out  for  anything  like  the  amount  which  its 
projectors  imagine  F — Well,  I  don’t  think  that  it  is  quite  incumbent  on  me  to  give  an 
opinion  to  this  Commission  on  estimates  and  plans  of  other  engineers,  but  l  am 
prepared  to  state,  as  the  engineering  expert  on  the  Commissi  m,  that  the  information 
submitted  to  us  is  not  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  judge  of  the  cost. 

13037.  Chairman.]  Or  expediency  F  —Well,  as  to  expediency,  it  is  probably  ex¬ 
pedient  for  Woodstock.  I  doubt  whether  a  permanent  scheme  could  be  oarried  out 
for  the  amount  Woodstocs  anticipates. 

13038.  Dr.  Gregory.']  But,  from  your  general  knowledge,  would  you  expect  that 
a  working  scheme  could  be  carried  out  for  the  amount  F — I  doubt  it. 

13039.  Chairman.  \  May  I  just  ask  if  the  river  in  question  rises  in  that  range  of 
mountains  that  you  have  indicated,  as  likely  sources  of  supply,  in  the  earlier  part  of  your 
evidence  F — Yes,  that  is  so,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  run-off  from 
the  catchment  area  of  the  Oiiphant’s  Hoek  property  is  very  large,  larger  tliau  its 
advocates  have  laid  before  the  Commission.  I  mean  that  I  think  there  is  more  infor¬ 
mation  available  to  show  that  the  scheme  is  a  better  water  supply  than  the  information 
afforded  to  this  Commission. 

13040.  Dr.  Gregory.]  The  tendency  of  the  whole  of  your  evidence,  Mr.  Stewart, 
appears  to  me  to  point  to  the  fact  that  any  reasonable  scheme  for  the  Peninsula  will 
be  of  such  magnitude  that  it  should  not,  aud  could  not  well,  be  undertaken  by  any 
one  of  the  local  bodies  alone  ? — Yes,  with  the  exception  of  Cape  Town. 

13041.  But,  even  with  that  exception,  it  would  probably  be  able  to  be  carried 
through  more  advantageously,  under  a  combined  authority  for  the  whole  Peuimula, 
would  it  not  ?  •  Well,  I  would  not  say  that.  The  Corporation  of  Cape  Town  have 
been  for  some  years  back  shewing  a  very  lively  appreciation  of  the  necessity  for  a 
large  and  adequate  water  supply.  And  they  have  regarded  it  from  a  considerably 
wider  point  of  view  than  they  did  in  1892,  for  instance,  when,  as  I  pointed  out  before, 
they  voted  a  sum  of  £50,000  for  a  water  scheme. 

13042.  But,  in  any  case,  the  scheme  is  likely  to  cost  about  £2,000,000  ? — I  don’t 
say  it  is  likely  to  oost  that,  but  I  don’t  think  you  could  expect  to  get  it  done  for  less 
than  £1,500,1)00,  on  the  scale  which  I  have  stated,  but  it  depends  a  great  deal  on  the 
exaot  source  which  you  select. 

13043.  Chairman.]  That  is  the  cost  of  your  pipe  line  alone,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  but 
you  might  get  a  very  cheap  site  for  a  reservoir,  say  for  about  £9U,000  perhaps. 

13044.  Dr.  Gregory.]  It  would  not  cost  less  than  £1,500,000  ? — I  think  not. 
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13045.  And  is  that  sum,  in  your  opinion,  not  such  a  very  large  amount  that  even 
•  *  ~  '  \  "  a  body  like  Cape  Town  could  not  undertake  it,  by  itself  ? — It  is  a  very  large  amount, 

.  Jmi.'.  i9e-.\  certainly,  but  1  will  not  say  that  Cape  Town  is  not  quite  capable  of  oarrying  it  out. 

Any  how,  l  consider  that  it  is  desirable  that  any  large  scheme  carried  out  should  b9 
undertaken  for  the  advantage  of  the  suburbs,  as  well  as  for  Cape  Town,  in  the  first 
iustanoe.  From  an  economical  point  of  view,  it  is  most  desirable. 

1304  .  But  now,  from  jour  very  wide  knowledge  of  all  the  present  water  works 
in  the  Cape  Peninsula,  at  any  rate,  say  as  far  as  Wynberg,  if  not  including  Kalk  Bay, 
are  you  not  of  opinion  that,  quite  apart  from  depending  on  a  scheme  of  augmentation 
which  shall  supply  the  whole  of  the  Peninsula,  all  these  works  should  be  amalgamated 
and  brought  under  one  administration  ? — I  think  it  is  desirable,  excluding  Cape  Town, 
that  there  should  be  cue  administration  for  a  water  works  scheme,  because  I  cannot  ^ 

help  seeing  that  there  is,  occasionally,  a  want  of  experience  displayed  in  the  actual 
conducting  of  the  works,  after  they  have  been  constructed,  that  is  to  say,  in  the 
distribution  of  the  water. 

13047.  And  one  combined  administration  would  be  cheaper  than  all  these  smali 
administrations  ? — Undoubtedly  And  you  would  have  one  set  of  regulations  instead 
of  having  these  different  sets  of  regulation^,  which,  from  my  point  of  view,  is  a  very 
important  matter  indeed. 

13048.  And  there  would  be  less  liability  for  one  area  to  be  having  a  surfeit  of 
water  and  other  areas  to  be  on  short  commons  again  ? — Oh,  yes ;  and  if  there  was  one 
Board  to  deal  with  the  supply  they  might  make  some  arrangements  whereby  one  body 
could  help  the  other. 

13049.  But  now,  why  do  you  exclude  Cape  Town  from  a  combined  administra¬ 
tion  ? — Well,  I  don’t  exclude  Cape  Town  entirely,  but  I  don’t  think  it  is  necessary,  in 
the  case  of  Cape  Town,  to  combine  with  the  others,  because  Cape  Town  is  fairly  big  in 
itself  and  it  Las  its  own  administration.  But  it  must  be  understood  that  I  am  only 
speaking  on  my  own  responsibility . 

13050.  But  it  would  be  an  advantage,  from  an  administrative  point  of  view,  to 
include  the  whole,  would  it  not  ? — I  repeat  again,  what  I  stated  before  :  that  if  you  go 
outside  the  Peninsula  for  a  large  supply,  there  ought  to  be  one  supply,  and  that  supply 
ought  to  bo  managed  by  one  body.  At  any  rate,  I  should  say,  until  the  water  passed 
into  the  service  reservoirs,  after  which  it  might  be  an  arguable  matter ;  but  broadly 
speaking,  there  ought  to  be  one  Board  to  deal  with  the  principal  supply. 

13051.  And,  although  it  is  arguable  that  it  might  be  dealt  with  in  a  different 
manner  after  it  has  reached  the  service  reservoir,  still  you  would  be  inclined  to  say, 
would  you  not,  that  probably  it  would  be  better,  if  it  were  all  under  one  administration, 
from  the  time  of  collection  to  the  time  of  distribution  ?  —I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it 
would  but,  I  say  again  what  I  stated  before,  that  the  administration  of  Cape  Town  in 
respect  of  its  water  supply  has  been  fairly  complete  for  some  time  back.  I  don’t 
think  that  any  harm  would  result,  however,  by  Cape  Town  coming  under  one 
administration. 

13052.  And  good  might  result  ? — Oh,  yes ;  and  great  good  would  result  if  that 
terrible  dribble  Bystem  could  be  abolished. 

13053.  Mr.  Gurney .]  You  spoke  just  now  of  the  shortfall  in  water  that  was  likely 
ti>  come  before  any  relief  could  be  given,  and  you  spoke  of  the  watering  of  gardens 
paying  the  penalty.  Do  you,  in  that,  refer  to  a  shortfall,  as  regards  Cape  Town  also, 
or  only  the  Suburban  Municipalities  ? — I  have  no  fear  of  a  shortfall,  as  regards  Cape 
Town. 

13054.  Then  have  you  a  fear  as  regards  Wynberg? — Wynberg  may  with  a  pinch 
get  along  until  it  will  have  completed  the  extension  of  its  additional  reservoir,  now 
in  progress. 

13055.  But  when  that  is  completed? — Then  Wynberg  would  be  able  to  do  for  a 
year  or  two. 

13056.  So  that  really  the  pinch  would  fall  on  the  other  Suburban  Municipalities? 

— Yes. 

13057.  And  is  that  likely  to  be  a  difficulty,  in  any  proposal  for  amalgamation, 
namely,  owing  to  the  fact  that  these  Municipalities  which  are  threatened  with  a  water 
famine  and  who  would  consequently  be  ready  to  come  in  with  those  who  have  the 
water  will  naturally  not  be  welcomed  by  those  who  don’t  want  to  give  up  what  they 
appreciate  the  value  of  ?  -  Yes ;  I  scarcely  think  that  you  will  find  the  Municipalities 
with  plenty  of  water  keen  on  coming  into  an  amalgamation,  if  it  involved  their  giving 
up  supplies  which  they  have  plenty  of. 

13058.  Going  into  the  question  of  water  for  gardening,  Mr.  Stewart,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  what  demand  that  would  ultimately  amount  to  has  scarcely  been  gauged  now, 
from  the  point  of  view  that  hitherto  the  suburban  residents  have  not  had  all  that  they 
would  have  liked  to  have  had  for  their  gardens  in  the  dry  weather  ? — I  think,  with 
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the  exception  of  a  week  or  two  during  this  last  season,  that  they  did  have  what  they  Mr. 
wanted  for  most  years.  Of  course,  I  distinguish  those  parts  of  Wynberg  where  they  'Ihoma*  f'iewart. 
had  not  been  getting  a  sufficient  supply  of  water,  but  that  is  not  the  fault  of  the  19th  June,  1902. 
source. 

1305.).  I  mean  from  this  point  of  view :  is  it  not  because,  hitherto,  well-disposed 
people  have  exercised  a  certain  amount  of  economy  in  watering  their  gardens,  which 
economy  they  would  gladly  do  away  with,  if  they  knew  there  was  an  ample  supply  ? — 

That  is  not  within  my  experience. 

13060.  Given  that  there  is  an  ample  supply,  then  one  might  be  surprised  to  find 
what  an  immense  quantity  of  water  they  would  be  prepared  to  take  and  pay  for  ? — 

That  is  to  say,  if  you  could  tell  these  people  that  they  could  have  as  much  water  as 
they  would  be  prepared  to  pay  for? — I  am  perfectly  of  opinion  that  with  an  unlimited 
supply  your  consumption  would  be  largely  increased,  but  that  is  the  experience  in 
every  town,  and  it  would  not  be  peculiar  to  Cape  Town  and  the  suburbs  In  that 
connection,  I  might  mention  that  the  Wynberg  works,  as  originally  designed,  were 
designed  for  the  supply  of  water  for  domestic  purposes  only,  but,  no  sooner  was  the 
water  in  Wynberg  than  it  was  taken  for  the  use  of  gardens  also.  And  I  think 
the  shortfalls,  which  they  have  had  in  the  water  supply  in  Wynberg  for  domestic 
purposes,  were  entirely  due  to  their  lavishness. 

13061.  But,  I  dare  say  you  are  aware  that  the  inhabitants  of  Wynberg  and  of 
the  other  Municipalities  also,  I  think,  in  order  to  get  a  good  supply  of  water  for  their 
gardens,  would  be  quite  prepared  to  pay  very  much  higher  rates,  than  they  are  paying 
at  the  present  time  for  an  abundant  supply,  so  that  the  difficulty  is  not  one  of  the 
ratepayers  not  being  prepared  to  pay  ? — I  am  not  so  sure  what  the  feeling  is  now,  but  I 
may  mention  that  when  I  drew  up  the  original  regulations  and  tariff  of  charges  for  Wyn¬ 
berg  there  wore  large  landed  proprietors  who  took  objections  to  the  charge  at  that  time, 
and,  I  think  there  was  a  case  in  the  Supreme  Court  where  it  was  stated  that  they  had 
not  seen  regulations  before,  which  made  provision  for.  a  higher  rate  of  payment  for 
the  larger  quantity.  I  don’t  know  what  the  feeling  is  in  Wynberg  to-day.  It 
may  be  that  they  have  experienced  the  advantage  of  a  large  supply  of  water  and  the 
joys  of  a  lovely  garden  and  that,  therefore,  they  are  prepared  to  pay  more  for  it. 

13062.  Then  again,  in  such  a  suburb  as  Wynberg,  the  building  of  new  houses 
really  means  the  making  of  more  gardens  and  consequently  a  larger  supply  of  water 
for  the  purpose  r — 'lhat  is  so. 

13U63.  As  a  rule  the  ground  used  for  the  building  of  a  new  house  had  not  been 
watered  previous  to  the  building  being  erected,  but  the  moment  the  house  is  built 
water  is  used  for  the  garden  ?— Yes,  the  water  supply  of  Wynberg  in  the  summer  time 
is  largely  a  matter  of  irrigation,  at  present. 

13064.  Many  people,  you  are  aware,  would  like  to  have  it  run  day  and  night  ? — 

When  they  have  not  got  a  meter,  they  do  let  it  run  day  and  night. 


FRIDAY,  20th  JUNE,  1902. 


Present : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory.  Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney.  Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiehs. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 


Mr.  Ludwig  Wiener  examined. 

13065.  Chairman].  You  are  Chairman  of  the  Harbour  Board,  at  one  time  you  M 
were  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  you  are  a  ratepayer  in  the  Municipality  of  Ludwig  JFitxir. 
Claremont,  and  you  have  for  a  long  time  been  resident  in  these  parts  ? — That  is  so.  ,  _ — 

13066.  You  appear  to  give  evidence  as  Chairman  of  the  Harbour  Board,  and  also  *  une’  9 
in  your  capacity  as  a  private  ratepayer  in  the  Municipaiity  of  Claremont  ? — Yes. 

13067.  Taking  Harbour  Board  matters  first :  I  believe  that  you  receive  your  water 
supply  from  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  ? — We  do. 

13068.  Are  the  arrangements  for  supplying  water  for  Dock  purposes  of  a 
satisfactory  character? — Well,  the  Town  Council  have  always  considered  it  their 
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Mr.  imperative  duty  to  supply  us  with  all  the  water  that  we  want,  and  Jfor  a  number  of 
w'r  n  ypgi's  the  charge  made  to  us  for  shipping  purposes  was  reasonable  and  very  much  lower 
ctb  June,  1902.  than  the  charge  which  they  have  been  making  to  us  during  the  last  couple  of  years. 

Withiu  that  time  they  have  raised  the  rate  of  charge  very  considerably,  and  they  based 
their  increased  charge  upon  the  faot  that  we  were  making  a  profit  out  of  the  water 
which  they  supplied  to  us.  I  may  say  that  that  profit  is  more  apparent  than  real, 
because  we  have  to  pay  for  the  whole  service  within  the  Docks,  and  to  keep  the  whole 
of  the  pipes  and  reservoir  and  apparatus  generally  in  good  order.  I  may  mention  for 
your  information  that  the  money  paid  last  year  to  the  Council  for  water  supplied  for 
shipping  and  other  purposes  by  the  Harbour  Board  was  in  round  figures  £24,000. 

13069.  Was  that  for  the  total  water  supplied  for  Dock  purposes? — For.  shipping 
purposes  and  other  purposes  within  the  Docks.  I  may  also  mention  that  the  total 
revenue  derived  by  the  Town  Council  for  water  was  only  about  £60,000. 

13070.  Mr.  G urney. 1  That  includes  the  charge  for  water  supplied  to  shipping  in 
the  Bay  ? —  That  is  very  little,  quite  an  infinitesimal  amount. 

13071.  Chairman .]  But  it  does  include  that? — Yes.  We  have  remonstrated 
against  the  heavy  charge  that  they  have  been  making  against  us.  Under  our  Act  cf 
Parliament  we  have  the  power  to  lay  pipes  through  the  streets  of  Cape  Town  for  Dock 
purposes,  and  thus  enable  us  to  draw  our  supply  from  elsewhere.  '  Of  course  the  Board 
is  very  loath  to  go  to  an  extreme  measure  of  that  kind,  because  we  have  always  pre¬ 
viously  received  fair  treatment  from  the  Town  Council.  We  have  felt  great  regret 
that  they  were  forced  to  increase  the  price  of  water  supplied  to  us  for  shipping  pur¬ 
poses  so  considerably. 

13072.  Can  you  give  us  some  figures  showing  the  difference  between  the  present 
charges  and  those  that  existed  some  couple  of  years  ago,  before  the  rate  was 
advanced? — The  Town  Council  charge  us  for  water  at  the  rate  of  10s.  per  thousand 
gallons.  I  believe  that  is  just  double  what  they  used  to  charge  us.  In  Port  Elizabeth 
the  charge  for  water  supplied  for  shipping  purposes  is  5s.  per  1,000  gallons,  and  at 
East  London  10s.  per  1,000  gallons.  At  Durban  the  water  is  supplied 
by  a  contractor  who  must  secure  it  at  less  than  the  Cape  Town 
price,  because  it  is  put  on  board  the  shipping  at  10s.  per  1,000  gallons.  At  Durban  a 
good  many  of  the  ships  take  their  water  outside.  In  Cape  Town  the  ordinary  rate¬ 
payer  paid  last  year  Is.  Id.  per  1,000  gallons  on  the  dribble  system  and  Is.  3d.  per 
1,000  gallons  per  meter.  That  shows  the  difference  as  compared  to  the  charge  to  the 
Harbour  Board  of  10s.  per  1,000  gallons. 

13073.  What  does  that  amount  to  in  the  gross  as  compared  with  previous  years  ? — 
We  took  42,000,000  gallons  last  year  for  that  purpose,  for  which,  in  round  figures,  we 
paid  £21,000. 

13074.  Under  the  old  rate  of  charge  that  would  have  been  £11,000  or  £12,000, 1 
presume  ? — Yes. 

13075.  Have  you  raised  your  charge  to  the  shipping  in  any  way  ?— No,  we  have 
not.  We  have  to  be  content  with  making  less  profit  out  of  it. 

13076.  Formerly  you  made  a  little  profit  out  of  this  water  supply? — Yes,  we 
made  a  fair  profit  out  of  it. 

13077.  What  was  your  charge  to  the  shipping  some  three  or  four  years  ago? — 
We  have  not  raised  our  price.  We  charge  them  at  the  rate  of  3s.  per  ton,  which  is 
at  the  rate  of  3s.  per  200  gallons,  or  15s.  per  1,000  gallons. 

13078.  So  that  at  present  you  have  a  difference  in  your  favour  of  5s.  per  1,000 
gallons  ?  —Yes,  but  out  of  that  we  have  to  keep  up  the  whole  of  the  service.  The 
Capo  Town  Corporation  only  supply  the  water,  but  we  have  to  maintain  storage, 
hydrants,  pipes,  tanks  and  everything  else. 

13079.  So  that  your  complaint  is  that  it  leaves  but  a  very  small  margin  indeed  ? — 
The  profit  is  very  rmich  reduced  in  consequence  of  Cape  Town’s  increased  charge. 

13080.  Is  your  water  supply  still  a  source  of  revenue  ? — Yes,  but  of  course  a  very 
considerably  reduced  source. 

13081.  Are  you  taking  any  steps  to  remedy  what  you  consider  a  grievance  ? — Up 
to  now  we  have  not  done  so.  We  have  always  been  hoping  that  if  the  town  will  look 
out  for  water  from  some  other  source  and  get  a  more  abundant  supply,  they  will 
reconsider  the  heavy  charge  which  they  have  put  upon  us. 

13082.  What  was  the  total  quantity  of  water  which  you  took  from  Cape  Town 
last  year  ? — The  total  quantity  which  we  used  was  89,000,000  gallons.  It  is  perhaps 
only  fair  to  state  that  the  Council  make  two  charges.  For  shipping  they  charge  this 
higher  rate  but  for  other  purposes  they  charge  the  regular  rate  which  is  made  to  every 
ratepayer.  For  the  42,000,000  gallons  for  shipping  purposes  we  paid  £21,000,  but  for 
44,000,000  gallons  which  we  obtained  for  other  purposes  in  connection  with  the 
machinery  within  the  Docks,  and  the  buildings,  and  the  supply  of  the  houses 
belonging  to  the  Harbour  Board,  we  only  paid  £2,744. 
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13083.  Have  you  been  approached  by  another  body  to  supply  water  at  a  lower  , . 

rate? — There  was  some  communication  sent  to  us  from  Woodstock  and  we  have  WUiy _ n' 

handed  the  matter  over  to  the  engineer  to  consider.  Of  coui’se  if  Woodstock  were  to  20th  June,  1902. 
get  a  very  larg^e  supply  of  water  and  be  able  to  supply  all  that  we  want  there  would 
be  nothing  to  hinder  us  from  drawing  our  supply  from  that  Municipality. 

13084.  That  offer  was  probably  made  in  anticipation  of  their  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
scheme  going  through  ? — Yes. 

13085.  You  are  not  supplied  in  any  way  by  water  from  the  Joint  Water  Board 
in  charge  of  the  Suburban  Water  Works? — No. 

13086.  Is  there  any  other  matter  in  connection  with  Harbour  Board  administration 
as  affecting  the  Corporation  that  you  would  like  to  bring  to  our  notice  ? — What  affects 
the  Corporation  and  the  Harbour  Board  is  the  foreshore,  but  we  have  always  worked 
together  very  amicably,  that  is  to  say,  they  have  always  readily  and  willingly  met  us  in 
any  matter,  and  that  is  why  we  feel  very  loath  to  do  anything  even  in  this  water 
question. 

13087.  Your  engineer  haa  explained  to  us  that  to  the  best  of  his  belief  the 
Harbour  Board  is  opposed  to  the  discharge  of  large  quantities  of  crude  sewage  into 
Table  Bay.  Has  that  matter  come  before  the  Board  iu  any  way  ? — Not  lately. 

13088.  I  suppose  that  you  will  be  guided  by  the  views  of  your  engineer  in  that 
matter? — Yes.  Some  years  ago  the  Harbour  Board  took  joint  action  with  the  Town 
Council  in  obtaining  the  set  of  the  cuirents  in  Table  Bay.  That  had  reference  to  a 
possible  sewage  outfall.  The  expense  of  this  inquiry  was  borne  jointly  by  the  two 
.  bodies,  showing  that  we  have  always  worked  amicably  together,  and  I  hope  we  always 
will  do  so. 

13089.  You  have  already  taken  means  to  prevent  the  discharge  of  sewage  from 
the  City  of  Cape  Town  into  the  Bay? — Yes. 

13090.  Mr.  Gurney.']  The  Harbour  Board  was  making  a  profit  on  the  water  and 
is  making  a  profit  still,  but  some  £10,000  or  £11,000  of  that  profit  has  within  the  last 
couple  of  years  been  actually  transferred  to  the  ratepayers  of  Cape  Town  ? — That  is 
quite  right. 

13091.  Is  not  the  position  of  the  Town  Council  that  if  the  shipping  is  to  be  so 
highly  charged,  and  so  much  profit  is  to  be  made,  some  of  that  profit  shall  belong  to 
the  ratepayers  of  Cape  Town  to  whom  the  water  belongs,  rather  than  to  the  Harbour 
Board  ? — I  daresay  that  is  the  view  that  the  Town  Council  takes. 

13092.  Would  the  Town  Council  be  prepared  to  reduce  the  rate  which  they  charge 
you  if  a  proportionate  reduction  was  made  to  the  shipping  ? — I  thiuk  there  was  some 
correspondence  to  that  effect.  I  believe  there  was  a  representation  made  that  if  we 
reduced  our  charge  they  would  reconsider  the  position  they  had  taken  up,  but  nothing 
definite  was  arrived  at. 

13093.  They  have  not  shewn  any  desire  to  harm  the  Harbour  Board,  bat  rather 
a  desire  to  benefit  the  ratepayer  in  preference  to  the  Harbour  Board? — -1  would 
acknowledge  that. 

13094.  Is  the  Harbour  Board  not  prepared  to  reduce  the  rate  to  shipping  if  the 
Town  Council  will  reduce  the  rate  to  them  ? — We  have  such  heavy  expenditure  on 
hand  that  we  are  afraid  to  touch  anything  that  earns  money  for  us  just  now. 

13095.  But  if  the  concession  corresponded  to  the  concession  made  by  the  Town 
Council  you  would  not  be  losing  your  revenue  ? — I  do  not  think  the  concession  that 
they  intended  to  make  was  to  the  same  extent  that  we  were  expected  to  make  to  the 
shipping,  therefore  we  would  have  been  losers. 

13096.  Was  not  the  position  of  the  Town  Council  this:  that  they  were  selling 
water  to  you  at  5s.  per  1,000  gallons  and  that  you  were  charging  15s.  per  1,000 
gallons,  aud  they  thought  they  ought  to  have  a  share  of  the  plunder  ? — Yes. 

13097.  And  even  now  you  are  charging  a  profit  of  50  per  cent,  on  the  water  ? — 

Yes,  but  we  have  to  keep  up  the  installation,  which  is  a  very  heavy  expenditure. 

13098.  Can  you  give  us  an  idea  of  how  much  profit  you  are  making  on  this  water 
annually  ? — The  engineer  might  give  you  the  figures.  I  thiuk  he  could  supply  you 
with  the  expenditure  on  the  maintenance  of  the  installation. 

13099.  Have  you  had  complaints  from  the  Shipping  Companies  as  to  the  charge 
being  excessive  ? — I  do  not  thiuk  so. 

13100.  Do  you  think  these  charges  prejudice  the  Fort  in  any  manner  ? — We  have 
the  fact  before  us  that  even  Port  Elizabeth,  from  a  competing  point  of  view,  are 
charging  5s.  as  against  our  10s.,  but  really  I  think  that  our  rates  of  water 
charge  are  lower  than  any  other  South  African  Port  just  now. 

13101.  Do  you  have  complaints  generally  that  this  Port  is  a  costly  port  for 
shipping  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  I  daresay  people  have  got  that  idea,  but  it  is  not  so. 

13102.  Have  you  had  complaints  ? — Oh, yes  ;  we  have  complaints  certainly.  People 
who  pay  charges  generally  complain  and  say  that  the  charge  is  excessive.  That  is  a 
general  failing  all  over  the  world. 
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13103.  It  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the  Port  to  reduce  the  price  of  water,  would 
it  not  ? — I  daresay  any  reduction  is  advisable,  if  it  can  be  easily  made,  but  whether  it 
.  would  bring  additional  shipping  to  the  Port  I  cannot  say.  Perhaps  it  would  add  to 
giving  the  Port  a  good  name.  The  lower  the  charges  are  for  anything  as  a  general 
principle,  the  better  for  the  Port. 

13101.  Dr.  Anderson.]  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  the  sanitary  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  Docks  being  placed  under  the  Corporation  of  Cape  Town? — We  have 
some  French  patent  system  for  the  treatment  of  sewage  now  in  hand. 

13105.  1  am  speaking  generally.  Do  you  not  think  that  a  Port  Sanitary 
Authority  should  be  established  the  same  as  in  most  other  ports  and  that  it  should  be  Y~ 

admiuistered  by  the  Corporation  of  Cape  Town,  I  mean  for  the  inspection  of  ships  and 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Docks  generally  as  well  as  for  the  Harbour  Board’s  81 
dwelling-houses  ? — I  think  we  had  better  keep  control  of  that  ourselves  and  be 
responsible  for  it.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Board  would  be  sympathetic  towards  a 
change  of  that  kind. 

13106.  What  machinery  have  you  for  dealing  with  infectious  diseases  on  ships? — 

That  is  not  under  our  oontrol,  it  belongs  to  the  Government.  That  is  quite  a  different 
department  entirely.  They  have  their  own  doctors  and  we  have  no  control  over  them. 

13107.  You  do  not  regard  it  as  part  of  your  duty? — No,  it  is  not  part  of  our 
duty.  The  Quarantine  Laws  are  speoial  laws  and  are  not  administered  by  us  but  by 
officers  of  the  Government. 

13108.  Dr.  Gregory.]  The  law  specially  places  that  duty  on  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
does  it  not  ? — It  does. 

13109.  Dr.  Anderson.]  Have  you  no  inspector  for  inspecting  the  sanitary  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  ships  as  they  come  into  port  ? — If  there  is  any  inspection  necessary  it 
would  fall  upon  the  Colonial  Secretary,  but  I  think  that  the  Board  would  prefer  it  to 
be  under  their  own  supervision  rather  than  that  anyone  else  should  come  within  the 
Dock  area. 

13110.  At  the  present  time,  is  any  inspection  of  ships  made  ? — Nothing  beyond 
what  is  done  through  the  Colonial  Secretary’s  Department. 

13111.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Do  you  know  if  the  Harbour  Board -have  at  any  time  had 
a  hard  and  fast  agreement  with  the  Town  Council  to  supply  them  with  a  certain 
quantity  of  water  per  day? — I  do  not  know  that  there  has  been  a  hard  and  fast 
agreement  as  to  the  quantity  of  water  which  we  should  supply  to  them,  but  there  has  _ 

always  been  an  understanding  that  they  should  always  give  us  the  quantity  of  water 
which  we  required.  The  quantity  has  grown  so  enormously  of  late  years,  as  I 
explained  just  now,  that  there  could  be  no  hard  and  fast  agreement  as  to  quantity. 

13112.  Asa  Harbour  Board,  you  have  never  taken  any  steps  to  be  placed  on  a 
better  footing  than  the  ordinary  ratepayer  in  Cape  Town  who  has  to  take  the  chance  of  a 
scarcity  of  water,  1  mean  considering  the  importance  that  a  certain  and  definite  supply 
of  water  is  to  the  Harbour  Board,  has  the  Harbour  Board  ever  attempted  to  enter  into 
any  hard  and  fast  agreement  as  to  the  supply  ? — We  have  the  Mayor  of  Cape  Town 
e.r  officio  a  member  of  our  Board  and  he  communicates  our  wishes  in  that  respect  to  the 
Town  Council.  He  is  perfectly  cognisant  of  all  that  goes  on. 

13113.  But  the  man  may  change  from  year  to  year? — Yes,  but  the  Mayor  is 
always  a  member  of  the  Board. 

13114.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  desirable  to  give  an  idea  to  the  Town  Council  as  to 
the  quantity  of  water  that  is  essential,  that  it  would  be'  of  great  value  that  you  should 
have  some  definite  agreement  with  them  ? — Certainly,  I  think  that,  like  everything 
else,  it  is  desirable  that  the  Harbour  Board  should  make  a  forecast  of  their  probable 
wants  for  the  year,  and  acquaint  the  Town  Council  with  that  forecast. 

13115.  The  Harbour  Board  are  in  a  better  position  to  make  that  forecast  than  the 
Town  Council  ? — Certainly. 

13116.  Of  course,  as  you  know,  during  the  past  ten  years  the  Town  Council  of 
Cape  Town  have  had  to  bring  forward  certain  projects  for  increasing  the  water  supply 
of  Cape  Town  ? — Yes. 

18117.  And  I  suppose  it  is  within  your  knowledge  that  on  occasions  when  this 
has  been  brought  before  the  ratepayers,  there  have  beeD  refusals  to  grant  the 
money?— Yes. 

13118.  Did  the  Harbour  Board  on  any  of  these  occasions  indicate  officially,  or 
take  any  steps  whatever  to  assist  the  Town  Council  in  getting  the  ratepayers  to  grant 
this  money  ? — As  ratepayers  we  did.  I,  myself,  attended  a  meeting  and  spoke  in 
support  of  the  Town  Council’s  proposal.  I  do  not  think  that,  officially,  the  Harbour 
Board  did  anything  in  the  matter. 

13119.  Mr.  de  Villiers.]  If  by  any  other  water  scheme  the  Harbour  Board  could 
be  supplied  with  water  at  a  very  cheap  rate,  say  at  something  like  2s.  6d.  per  1,000 
gallons,  would  the  Board  undertake  to  mak»  a  substantial  reduction  to  the  shipping  ? — 
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I  daresay  that  they  would  if  it  did  not  interfere  too  much  with  the  profit  whioh  we  ^  r 

derive  from  the  water.  We  would  certainly  consider  the  question.  Ltl  un(u 

13120.  If  the  charge  was  2s.  6d.  per  1,000  gallons  instead  of  10s  per  1,00  0  20th  June,  1902. 
gallons — a  reduction  of  7s  6d  — I  suppose  that  the  Harbour  Board  would  he  prepared 
to  make  a  corresponding  reduction  more  or  less  F — Yes,  I  think  so. 

13121.  Chairman .]  I  suppose  you  quite  anticipate  that  the  needs  of  the  Harbour 
Board  will  increase  in  the  future,  or  do  you  think  that  they  are  more  likely  to  remain 
stationary  F — We  have  had  an  abnormal  demand  for  our  water  because  of  the  war,  but 
I  think  that  for  some  years,  even  supposing  that  the  vessels  now  frequenting  this  port 
in  connection  with  the  Military  operations  cease  to  come,  the  trade,  at  any  rate,  during 
the  next  few  years,  will  increase  and  make  up  for  that.  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  think 
there  will  be  very  much  increase  in  the  present  demand,  at  any  rate,  for  some  time  to 
come. 


13122.  The  period  of  greatest  demand  for  water  for  shipping  purposes  corresponds 
with  the  dry  season  in  the  Peninsula,  does  it  not,  I  mean  it  takes  place  during  the 
months  of  December,  J anuary  and  February  F — That  is  so,  because  in  those  months 
we  have  generally  a  great  rush  of  timber  vessels.  These  vessels  only  come  during  the 
dry  season  and,  of  course,  the  demand  for  water  is  greater  then  than  when  they  are 
away  back  in  the  Baltic.  At  present  there  are  very  few  timber  ships  here,  but  I  have 
seen  as  many  as  25  timber  vessels  in  together.  Of  course,  you  must  not  forget  that 
the  vessels  which  take  most  water  are  the  steamers. 

13123.  But  still  the  statistics  show  that  the  period  of  greatest  demand  for  shipping 
purposes  is  the  dry  season  F — That  is  so. 

13124.  Departing  now  from  Harbour  Board  matters  ;  as  a  ratepayer  of  Claremont, 
have  you  anything  to  bring  before  the  notice  of  this  Commission  on  any  of  the 
various  matters  referred  to  it  F — I  have  followed  with  considerable  interest  the  evidence 
given  before  the  Commission.  I  may  say  I  am  one  of  those — one  of  the  original  ten 
— who  got  up  a  water  scheme  for  the  suburbs  many  years  ago  and  we  got  a  Bill 
through  Parliament  for  the  purpose.  We  each  put  down  £100  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  that  water  from  the  Orange  Kloof  direction. 

13125.  That  was  the  Table  Mountain  Water  Supply  Company  ? — We  never  got 
as  far  as  a  company,  we  only  got  the  Bill.  We  never  got  beyond  that  stage.  Our 
object  was  to  supply  the  suburbs  with  water,  but,  unfortunately,  through  some  error 
of  the  Parliamentary  Agent  who  had  the  matter  in  hand,  proper  notice  was  not  given 
to  enable  us  to  get  rating  powers.  It  was  just  during  that  time  that  there  was  a  wave 
of  anxiety  to  get  water,  and  the  Bill  would  have  gone  through  with  rating  powers. 
Unfortunately  they  were  not  provided  for ;  and,  when  the  matter  was  in  the  House 
the  Speaker  ruled  that  we  could  either  have  our  Bill  without  rating  powers  or  no 
Bill  at  all.  We  took  the  Bill  without  ratiug  powers,  and  then  the  hot  fit  amongst  the 
people  blew  over  and  the  cold  fit  set  in.  An  agitation  was  started  throughout  the 
suburbs  against  any  rating  power  being  given  to  us.  They  said  that  they  did  not 
want  any  water  ;  they  could  get  plenty  of  water  from  their  wells,  and  that  was  good 
enough  for  them.  The  next  move  in  the  matter  was  the  starting  of  the  Liesbeek 
Municipality — a  scheme  for  bringing  the  whole  of  the  suburbs  under  one  Municipality. 
That  was  carried  through  the  Parliament. 

13126.  That  was  done  under  the  Scanlen  Aot? — Yes,  Sir  Thomas  Scanlen  was 
instrumental  in  getting  that  Bill  through.  Then,  as  our  Water  Company  had  not  got 
rating  powers,  and  we  were  anxious  that  water  should  be  supplied  in  the  suburbs,  we 
approached  the  Municipality  and  said  that  they  could  have  our  Bill  if  they  would 
recoup  us  for  our  original  outlay.  Our  outlay  in  getting  the  Bill  through  Parliament 
was  about  £1,000,  and  we  said  that  if  they  would  give  us  £1,000  they  could  take  over 
our  Act,  provided  that  they  put  it  into  force.  Whilst  these  negotiations  were  going  on 
there  was  an  agitation  got  up  to  split  up  the  Liesbeek  Municipality,  aud  it  was  success¬ 
ful.  Thus  for  the  second  timo  the  whole  thing  went  astray,  and  it  ultimately  ended 
by  Cape  Town  stepping  in  and  taking  over  the  water. 

13127.  They  acquired  the  rights  granted  to  this  syndicate  by  the  Bill  of  1882  F — 

Yes. 

13128.  What  has  been  the  position  of  the  suburbs  sinoe  that  time  F — The  suburbs 
have  been  managed  by  small  Municipalities,  who  have,  no  doubt,  done  their  best ;  but 
it  has  not  been  very  muoh.  I  am  one  of  those  who  hold  that  it  is  a  pity  that  the  whole  of 
the  Peninsula  is  split  up  amongst  all  these  Municipalities,  and  that  it  should  be  incor¬ 
porated  into  one.  All  over  the  world,  it  has  been  the  direction  to  amalgamate  small 
bodies  and  it  has  answered  admirably.  Take  Chicago ;  they  have  taken  in  all  the 
suburbs  around  and  incorporated  them  into  one  Municipality.  The  same  was 
done  in  Berlin,  in  Germany,  and  has  been  done  to  a  great  extent  in  England.  Many 
of  the  large  towns  there,  I  see,  have  absorbed  their  suburbs.  They  do  not  seem  to  have 
found  any  great  difficulty  in  doing  so,  and  I  believe  it  has  been  to  the  advantage  of  all 
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^r-  ,  concerned.  The  trouble  has  been  here  that,  we  have  required,  amongst  other  things,  a 
_ "  ‘  good  drainage  scheme  in  the  suburbs,  but  there  has  been  no  Municipality  strong  enough 

■'line,  1902.  to  tackle  it.  The  same  has  applied  in  regard  to  water  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree. 

13129.  Can  the  provisions  of  drainage  in  the  suburbs  be  seriously  undertaken  by 
any  of  these  small  Municipalities  aoting  for  itself  ? — No,  that  is  plain  enough.  We 
are  all  so  situated  that  is  a  great  pity  that  we  have  all  this  divided  control.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  tramway.  You  have  the  tram  road  belonging  to  the  Divisional  Council 
and  the  side  walks  belonging  to  four  different  Municipalities,  and,  by-and-bye,  when 
the  time  comes  to  take  over  the  tramways,  in  about  18  or  19  years,  who  is  going  to 
take  them  over,  and  how  are  they  going  to  work  it  ?  If  it  was  all  under  one  strong 
head  there  would  be  no  difficulty.  'I 

13130.  Do  you  think  that  the  separatedness  of  these  Municipalities  has  been  the 
cause  of  delay  in  the  carrying  out  of  suoh  works  as  a  Municipality  ought  to  provide  ? 

— 1  must  say  that  the  Municipalities  have  done  their  best,  but  it  has  not  been  enough. 

13131.  Do  you  think  that  the  present  time  is  a  suitable  one  to  make  a  movement 
in  the  direction  of  amalgamation  ?  —  I  do  not  know  about  the  present  time,  but,  still,  I 
think  we  might  begin  to  consider  it,  and  maybe  get  out  a  scheme  of  some  kind. 

13132.  Do  you  think  that  the  longer  it  is  put  off  the  probability  is  that  it  will  be 
the  more  difficult  of  execution  ? — Certainly  I  do. 

13133.  And  do  you  see  any  objection  to  amalgamating  the  whole  of  the  Munici¬ 
palities  in  the  Peninsula? — I  do  not  seethe  slightest  objection. 

13134.  You  mean  from  Wynberg  to  Sea  Point  ? — Yes  ;  I  mean  all  included. 

13135.  You  would  exclude,  perhaps,  Kalk  Bay  and  Simonstown  as  being  in  quite 
a  different  area  ? — Yes. 

13136.  The  interests  of  the  people  living  between  Wynberg  and  Sea  Point  are  all 
common  interests,  are  they  not ;  in  fact,  practically  identical  ? — Yes,  they  are. 

13137.  And  many  of  the  residents  of  the  suburbs  carry  on  business  in  Cape  Town, 
and  have  equal  interests  in  both  parts  ? — Yes. 

13138.  And  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  suppose  that  a  man  who  has  an  interest  in  Cape 
Town  would  fight  for  that  interest  to  the  special  prejudice  of  his  own  interest  in 
Wynberg  ? — Certainly  not. 

13139.  He  would  be  likely  to  look  at  a  matter  mooted  for  Cape  Town  from  the 
point  of  view  as  to  how  it  would  affect  him  in  his  suburban  residence? — Yes  ;  there  is 
in  all  these  things  that  which  reminds  me  of  the  old  German  saying,  “Small  places, 
small  people,  small  minds.”  I  do  not  mean  that  in  an  offensive  manner  but,  generally, 
it  is  a  very  true  saying. 

13140.  Do  you  think  that  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  getting  gentlemen 
from  the  suburbs  who  have  leisure  to  attend  Municipal  meetings  in  Cape  Town  ? — As 
to  gentlemen  of  leisure  I  have  not  very  much  faith  in  them.  From  my  experience  I 
must  say  it  is  the  busy  man  who  does  the  most  in  public  affairs. 

13141.  Well,  take  the  busy  man  who  lives  in  Wynberg,  or  Newlands,  and  comes 
into  Cape  Town  on  business,  do  you  think  that  such  men  could  be  found  who 
would  give  their  time  to  such  a  Municipality’s  affairs? — I  think  so.  I  have  no 
doubt  there  would  be.  On  this  matter  I  might  say  that  I  think  there  should 
be  a  change  in  connection  with  the  election  of  the  Mayor.  I  think  that 
the  Mayor  should  be  a  gentleman  who  gets  paid.  I  think  it  is  too  much 
to  expect  a  man  to  take  office  as  at  present,  and  give  his  whole  time  to 
Municipal  work.  The  millionaire,  we  know,  will  not  undertake  duties  of  this  kind,  and 
it  is  too  much  to  expect  a  man  who  is  not  wealthy  to  give  up  all  his  time.  He  should 
really  be  a  paid  Mayor  for  the  time  being  and,  in  the  matter  of  his  election,  I  think 
that  he  should  not  be  elected  as  he  is  now  elected  by  the  Town  Council.  The  election 
of  Mayor  should  be  a  direct  election.  The  objection  I  have  to  the  present  mode  of  elect¬ 
ing  the  Mayor  is  this  :  that  it  is  prearranged  beforehand.  Promises  are  made  years 
before  the  actual  election.  One  says,  if  you  will  support  me  this  year  I  will  support 
somebody  next  year,  and,  in  that  way  you  do  not  always  get  the  very  best  men  to  be 
Mayor  of  the  town  You  may  have  a  new  Councillor  who  would  be  an  excellent  man 
lor  the  position,  but  he  has  not  much,  chance  of  becoming  Mayor  because  of  promises 
which  have  been  made  long  before  he  was  on  the  Board.  Direct  election  would  cure 
that  most  effectually. 

13142.  Have  you  anything  to  say  with  reference  to  the  Divisional 
Council  ?— I  have  always  looked  upon  that  as  a  terrible  anomaly  so  far 
as  the  Cape  Division  is  concerned.  Divisional  Councils  are  good  things  through¬ 
out  the  country  districts,  where  there  is  a  large  tract  of  country  and  a  large  number 
of  farms  and  a  few  small  villages,  but  when  it  comes  to  a  place  like  Cape  Town  and 
suburbs,  where  a  third  of  the  total  of  the  white  population  of  the  Colony  reside,  it 
seems  a  ridiculous  thing  to  have  a  Divisional  Council  tire  same  as  in  other  divisions, 
because  the  circumstances  are  so  entirely  different.  I  think  that,  with  us,  every 
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Municipality  should  be  responsible  for  its  own  roads.  There  should  be  a  line  drawn  Mr. 
somewhere  this  side  of  Durban,  and  everything  outside  that  should  remain  in  the  LudwxgjfVitncr. 
Divisional  Council.  There  would  be  the  small  villages  of  Philadelphia  and  Durban  20th  June,  1902. 
Road,  and  there  would  be  the  agricultural  section  of  the  country.  If  necessary, 
the  Municipalities  could  contribute,  as  was  done  many  years  ago,  in  connection  with 
the  main  roads,  but  the  Divisional  Counoil  should  be  absolutely  eliminated  from 
the  Municipalities. 

13143.  You  would  be  in  favonr  of  continuing  some  representative  body  for  the 
rural  areas  ? — Certainly,  the  same  as  for  Stellenbosch  and  the  other  places. 

13144.  And  you  would  give  them  any  increased  powers  that  might  be  necessary 
?  for  sanitary  purposes  or  such  other  matters  as  would  concern  the  interest  and  welfare 
of  the  rural  population  ? — Yes.  Now  there  is  a  matter  that  comes  home  to  one, 
shewing  how  detrimentally  the  joint  control  works  in  the  suburbs.  I  leave  the  main 
road  out  of  consideration  for  the  present  and  take  the  road  that  goes  to  Protea.  That  is 
frequented  daily  by  many,  and,  on  holidays  and  Sundays  by  thousands,  but  it  has  not  got 
a  side  walk.  People  have  all  to  walk  in  the  road  itself.  The  Municipality  takes  no  interest 
in  the  road  because  that  road  is  vested  in  the  Divisional  Council.  An  offer  was  made 
to  the  Divisional  Council  of  sufficient  ground  to  form  a  side  walk,  but  they  replied  that 
they  were  not  a  body  for  making  side  walk?,  what  they  were  to  do  was  to  look  after 
the  wagon  road,  and  so  the  whole  public  is  inconvenienced  just  through  this  dual 
control. 

13145.  I  suppose  that  is  not  a  solitary  instance  of  the  trouble  ? — No,  it  is  a 
typical  instance. 

13146.  Dr.  Gregory.]  In  regard  to  vour  ideas  of  amalgamation,  what  form  do  you 
think  it  should  take  F — I  am  a  great  believer  in  popular  control.  I  would  always  trust 
the  people,  and  if  they  would  form  one  large  Municipality  and  have  their  own  repre¬ 
sentatives  they  should  do  so.  If  they  make  a  mess  of  it  they  will  continue  to  make  a 
mess  of  it  until  they  put  better  people  on  the  Council,  and,  meanwhile,  they  themselves 
will  suffer  the  most. 

13147.  Then  I  understand  that  you  would  favour  a  complete  reconstruction 
throughout  the  Peninsula,  of  Cape  Town  and  suburban  Municipalities  as  well  ? — Yes. 

13148.  You  would  not  favour  their  incorporation  into  Cape  Town  as  it  stands  ? — 

Yes ;  I  think  they  should  be  absorbed  into  Cape  Town,  the  same  as  is  done  in  all  such 
cases.  Take  New  York,  for  instance.  It  absorbed  Brooklyn,  Hoboken  and  all  the 
surrounding  suburbs,  and  became  one  greater  New  York. 

13149.  That  would  entail  a  great  amount  of  reconstruction  of  Cape  Town  ? — I 
suppose  it  would. 

13150.  And  a  very  drastic  change ;  for  instance  you  would  substitute  a  paid 
Chairman  instead  of  an  elected  Mayor  P — Yes. 

13151.  Have  you  any  idea  as  to  the  apportionment  of  the  different  debts  in  these 
areas  ? — No.  I  have  not  thought  at  all  about  that.  I  know  that  they  all  owe  money 
and  that  Cape  Town  owes  the  most,  but  I  do  not  think  that  would  constitute  any  real 
difficulty.  It  should  not  stand  in  the  way. 

13152.  You  were  speaking  just  now  about  the  relations  between  the  Harbour 
Board  and  the  Town  Council.  Have  you  anything  to  say  in  regard  to  the  control  and 
management  of  the  Dock  Road  ? — Well,  we  have  made  an  agreement  with  the  Town 
Council  to  take  over  the  whole  of  the  Dock  Road  right  up  to  Adderley-street.  Very 
shortly  the  Dock  itself  will  be  extended  as  far  as  the  Queen’s  Hotel. 

13163.  Has  not  the  fact  of  there  bemg  two  local  authorities  over  that  road 
militated  against  its  proper  control  ? — There  were  never  two  local  authorities.  It  was 
always  under  one  control  except  that  some  years  ago  there  was  a  small  portion  from 
the  Dock  Gate  to  the  Queen’s  Hotel  which  was  repaired  by  the  Harbour  Board. 

Subsequently  an  agreement  was  come  to,  that  from  the  Dock  Gate  to  Adderley-street 
should  be  entirely  under  the  Town  Council.  Of  course,  the  control  you  allude  too 
may  perhaps  be  that  of  the  railway,  but  in  regard  to  that  matter  we  have  only  lately 
taken  over  the  control,  of  what  was  under  the  Sea  Point  Railway  on  one  hand  and  the 
Cape  Government  Railway  on  the  other  hand.  The  Harbour  Board  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it. 

13154.  Have  all  these  different  controls  now  been  oentred  in  one  Board  ? — Yes, 
right  up  to  Adderley-street.  We  have  made  an  agreement  with  the  Town  Council  to 
temporarily  reform  the  road  and  keep  it  in  repair,  until  such  time  as  reclamation 
enough  has  been  made  to  take  all  the  railways  off  the  Dock  Road,  when  it  can  be 
repaved  with  granite  blocks  or  some  other  material  which  may  be  decided  upon.  It  is 
only  right  to  say  that  this  agreement  is  not  yet  completed,  so  that  we  are  not  yet 
responsible  for  the  road. 

13155.  Mr.  Gurney.']  Is  it  in  consequence  of  the  Harbour  Board  now  having 
assumed  control  of  that  road  that  it  has  become  a  sort  of  a  goods  shed  ? — That  does 
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uot  rest  with  the  Harbour  Board.  It  is  true  that  it  is  very  much  used  as  a  railway 
'fVr-  yard,  aud  I  very  much  regret  to  soe  it,  but  that  does  uot  rest  with  the  Board.  We 
iso.’,  have  to  tender  the  trains,  as  they  are  made  up,  at  the  Exchange  Siding  at  the  foot  of 
Adderley-street,  but,  as  the  railway  cannot  get  its  trains  away  from  there,  they  must 
remain.  The  Kailway  Department  have  not  got  enough  engine  power  to  take 
them  away. 

13156.  Mr.  Stewart.]  You  said  that  things  went  wrong  with  your  Water  Supply 
Bill,  or  Company,  or  Syndicate,  because  you  had  no  rating  power,  and,  subsequently, 
because  the  people  took  a  cold  fit  on  the  matter  and  said  that  there  was  enough  water 
at  their  own  doors.  Does  this  extract  from  the  evidence  of  a  witness  before  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  Bill  fairly  represent  that  idea  ?  The  witness  was  a  member  of  the 
Liesbeek  Municipality  at  that  time,  and,  I  think,  he  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  this 
matter,  possibly  it  will  shew  how  much  they  knew  about  it.  He  said,  “  There  is 
plenty  of  water  in  the  suburbs  at  a  man’s  very  door  if  he  is  not  too  lazy  to  dig  for  it. 
This  is  shewn  by  the  luxurious  growth  of  the  trees  in  the  suburbs,  which  grow  without 
any  water  being  carried  to  them”  ? — That  is  a  correct  view  of  the  general  opinion.  I 
remember  that  some  of  us  stumped  the  suburbs  and  we  met  a  most  strenuous  opposition 
from  nearly  everybody.  They  preferred  to  have  pumps  and  pay  the  plumber  to  repair 
them*  to  having  a  water  supply  for  which  they  would  have  to  pay. 

13157.  So  that  really,  until  about  10  or  15  years  ago,  this  opinion  was  a  very 
general  one  in  the  suburbs  that  there  was  no  serious  necessity  for  any  water  supply  at 
all  ? — That  is  so. 

Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  M.I.C.E. ,  further  examined. 

Ill  58.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  I  should  like  to  ask  you  one  or  two  more  questions  concern- 
ing  estimates  for  works,  particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Commission  is  asked 
by  the  Government  to  give  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  water  and  drainage  scheme. 
You  told  us  the  history  of  the  first  Cape  Town  Reservoir,  and  I  gathered  that  the 
work  was  undertaken  with  the  distinct  knowledge  that  the  £50,000  which  the  rate¬ 
payers  had  voted  would  be  altogether  insufficient  ? — That  is  scarcely  the  position.  The 
Council  were  aware  that  a  large  reservoir  was  desirable,  and  the  foundations  were  laid 
in  suffi  a  way  as  to  provide  for  the  reservoir  wall  being  raised  to  a  certain  height,  but 
whether  the  building  of  it  would  be  continued  without  a  break  or  whether  there  would 
be  a  break  was  not  known. 

13150.  What  I  was  meaning  was  that  it  is  said  that  the  tendency  in  by-gone  days 
has  been  very  largely  throughout  the  Colony,  not  in  water  matters  alone,  in  respect  of 
which  one  has  heard  complaints  in  Parliament,  also  for  engineers  to  encourage  the  starting 
of  a  work  knowing  that  when  once  the  work  has  been  begun  it  must  be  finished  cost 
what  it  might,  and  so  to  have  purposely  under- estimated  for  the  work  ? — I  think  that 
is  absolutely  untrue,  although  the  public  may  have  thought  so  at  times. 

13160.  With  railway  works  the  complaint  has  been  that  once  Parliament  was 
pledged  to  the  work  it  did  not  matter  that  the  estimate  was  exceeded  ? — That  may 
have  been  the  complaint,  but  I  know  of  no  case  where  there  is  the  least  tittle  of  proof 
in  support  of  that  view. 

13161.  But  the  description  you  gave  was  that  you  were  instructed  to  proceed 
although  the  £50,000  was  known  to  be  inadequate.  Was  not  that  a  case,  not  on 
the  part  of  the  engineer,  perhaps,  but  on  the  part  of  the  officers  who  were  instructing 
you  to  proceed  ?  No,  I  think  it  was  known  publicly.  My  report,  for  example,  was 
published  in  the  press,  and  it  was  known  that  sooner  or  later  the  larger  work 
would  have  to  be  constructed. 

13162.  But,  in  your  opinion,  the  estimate  was  not  a  sufficient  one,  but  was 
accepted  for  the  time  being  as  sufficient  to  start  the  work.  Such  a  thing  this  Com¬ 
mission  could  not  for  a  moment  entertain.  It  is  a  wrong  principle,  is  it  not  ? — I  consider 
that  the  main  features  of  a  work  should  be  outlined  before  you  begin.  You  may  do 
the  work  in  instalments ;  but  it  is  not  always  possible  to  get  at  what  the  ultimate  cost 
will  be.  For  example  :  the  Commission  might  proceed  with  a  scheme  and  do  a  section 
of  the  work  knowing  in  a  broad  way  that  the  source  is  a  good  one  but  without  being 
able  to  give  the  ultimate  cost  at  all  approximately. 

13163.  That  is  what  I  was  trying  to  accentuate,  that,  practically,  until  the 
excavation  is  completed  and  a  very  considerable  work  done,  the  ultimate  cost  cannot 
be  obtained  ? — That  is  as  far  as  watertight  reservoir  works  are  concerned.  It  is 
rather  a  special  case,  but,  as  I  mentioned,  I  know  of  very  few  reservoirs  of  any 
considerable  extent,  in  fact,  of  my  own  experience,  I  do  not  know  of  any,  which  have 
been  constructed  under  the  estimate. 

13164.  Would  that  apply  to  the  estimate  of  £25,000  per  mile  for  bringing  pipes 
into  Cape  Town? — No.  That  is  a  very  clear,  plain-sailing  affair.  Tho  estimate 
which  1  have  given  is  a  very  ample  one. 


685 


13165.  Would  there  be  any  probability  of  100  per  cent,  excess  on  that? — No.  M*- 

13166.  It  is  in  a  case  of  making  a  reservoir  that  this  uncertainty  arises? —  omas  _ cwa 

Yes.  Speaking  for  my  own  works  I  have  seldom  exceeded  the  estimate  where  20th  June,  1902. 
the  works  have  consisted  principally  of  a  pipe  line,  unless  there  has  been  a  great  rise 
in  the  price  of  iron  in  England  between  the  dates  of  the  furnishing  of  the  estimate  and 
the  beginning  of  the  works,  which  is  sometimes  a  matter  of  years. 

13167.  But  one  of  the  Wynberg  Reservoirs  was  underestimated? — The  two 
storage  reservoirs  on  Table  Mountain  were  constructed  under  the  estimate,  or  within  a 
few  pounds  of  it. 

13168.  You  have  had  much  experience  of  the  rest  of  South  Africa  generally. 

How  have  the  estimates  turned  out  elsewhere  ? — I  have,  as  a  rule,  been  somewhat 
over  the  estimate,  but  the  reasons  have  been  from  causes  in  which  the  engineer  could 
scarcely  be  supposed  to  have  had  anything  to  do.  The  contractors  in  many  instances 
have  not  succeeded  in  completing  the  work  which  they  have  undertaken  to  do  and  the 
work  has  had  to  be  relet,  with  considerable  delay,  and  naturally,  with  an  increased  cost. 

13169.  And  then  you  spoke  of  what  you  might  have  been  prepared  to  do,  in  a 
lighthearted  way,  when  you  first  came  into  the  Colony,  but  which  you  would  hesitate 
to  do  now,  after  19  years’  experience  of  the  special  difficulties  which  arise  in  South 
Africa.  Do  you  consider  that  the  difficulty  in  making  any  estimate  of  that  sort  would  be 
immensely  increased  if  it  were  done  by  a  man  new  to  South  Africa  ? — My  answer 
was  not  in  reference  to  that  particular  subject.  It  was  on  the  question  of  the  run-off 
from  a  catchment  area. 

13170.  Would  not  the  same  difficulty  arise  with  a  man  fresh  to  the  country  in 
connection  with  estimates?  Would  he  not  be  less  likely  to  arrive  at  an  accurate 
estimate  than  another  man  who  had  been  here  for  a  considerable  period  ? — I  do  not 
think  so,  as  in  that  particular  matter  he  could  easily  get  at  the  ruling  rates  of  wages. 

It  does  not  require  any  particular  engineering  talent  to  make  an  estimate  which  will 
not  be  exceeded.  That  is  an  easy  thing  to  do.  The  difficult  thing  is  to  make  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  executing  the  work  properly  without  wasting  money.  It  is  easy 
enough  for  a  man  to  make  a  shot  at  a  large  amount  and  make  the  cost  of  the  works 
fit  into  it. 

13171.  So  that  coming  to  the  final  question  in  connection  with  estimates, 
you  do  not  think  this  Commission  could,  even  if  it  gave  some  time  to  the  matter, 
and  employed  an  expert  for  the  work,  really  give  a  reliable  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  any  works  such  as  we  have  been  talking  of  ? — I  think  you  could  get  an  approximate 
estimate  from  a  man  with  a  considerable  experience  in  large  water  works.  But 
in  a  big  scheme  like  this,  to  put  a  man  who  has  had  practically  no  experience  of 
contracts  in  foreign  countries  to  do  the  work  would,  I  think,  be  dangerous.  For 
instance,  we  are  not  always  very  well  served  by  the  British  contractor  in  regard  to  the 
supply  of  plant.  I  know  of  many  instances  in  which,  although  contracts  have  been 
entered  into  in  Great  Britain  for  the  supply  of  material  by  a  certain  time,  the  material 
has  not  been  supplied  within  that  time,  or  anything  approximating  to  that  time,  with 
the  result  that  the  work  at  this  end  has  been  delayed,  and  complications  have  frequently 
arisen  with  the  local  contractors. 

13172.  Dr.  Anderson .]  Supposing  for  a  moment  that  an  authority  was  constituted 
to  supply  the  Peninsula  with  water,  and  sought  a  source  of  supply  from  the  mainland, 
which  would  take  5  years  to  bring  here,  would  we,  if  all  the  present  water  supplies  were 
pooled,  be  able  to  go  on  without  an  increased  supply  in  the  meantime  ? — You  would 
be  able  to  go  on  for  a  considerable  number  of  years  if  Cape  Town  would  be  prepared  to 
oome  to  the  assistance  of  the  other  Municipalities,  after  they  have  constructed  their 
additional  reservoir. 

13173.  I  am  putting  a  purely  hypothetical  question.  1  am  supposing  that  the 
water  in  the  Peninsula  is  pooled,  and  the  districts  which  have  not  an  abundant  supply 
receive  their  share  from  the  other  districts  which  have  a  better  supply  ? — There  is  no 
doubt  whatever  that,  if  Cape  Town  had  had  this  additional  reservoir  finished,  as  I 
think  it  would  have  been  if  it  had  gone  on  immediately  after  the  construction  of  the 
Woodhead  Reservoir,  there  would  have  been  plenty  of  water  for  the  other 
Municipalities.  My  answer  must  not,  however,  be  held  in  any  way  to  indicato  that 
Cape  Town  would  be  prepared  to  agree  to  that  course.  I  am  not  instructed  by  Cape 
Town  in  the  matter. 

13174.  No,  I  am  just  taking  you  on  a  pure  assumption,  but  would  not  that 
fact  be  an  argument  in  favour  of  amalgamation  at  once  ? — No,  I  see  no  reason  why 
Cape  Town  should  not  extend  its  supply  to  Woodstock,  as  it  has  done  before,  without 
any  amalgamation,  by  simply  making  Woodstock,  or  a  part  of  Woodstock,  beoome 
a  consumer  of  Cape  Town. 

13175.  Therefore,  if  some  arrangement  of  that  sort  could  be  made, 
would  it  not  be  necessary  for  the  Commission  to  recommend  that  some  other 
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M  local  source  of  water  should  be  sought  in  the  meantime  whilst  this  main  source 

of  water  was  being  brought  to  the  Peninsula  ? — That  is,  on  the  assumption  that 
Cape  Town  is  prepared  to  oome  to  the  assistance  of  the  others.  I  say  that,  between 
AVvuberg  and  Cape  Town,  if  they  choose  to  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  others, 
facilities  could  be  given,  and  1  believe  that  they  could  keep  the  whole  of  the  suburbs 
going  for  five  or  seven  years,  with  a  certain  amount  of  care.  In  my  opinion  there  is 
a  certain  amount  of  waste  now. 

13176.  In  your  evidence  you  condemned  tbe  dribble  system,  did  you  not  ? — Yes. 
I  may  say  that  I  am  not  the  first  who  has  done  so.  In  Mr.  Gamble’s  report,  in  1881, 
he  drew  attention  to  this  system.  In  subsequent  reports  by  me,  particularly  in  1892, 
I  also  drew  attention  to  it.  I  cannot  understand  why,  when  it  is  possible  to  get  cool 
and  clean  water  from  the  main,  it  should  be  run  into  a  tank  and  warmed  by  the 
sun.  The  tank  is  generally  placed  in  back  yards  where  it  is  liable  to  receive  a  certain 
amount  of  filth.  It  is  an  extraordinary  system,  and  I  must  confess  I  do  not  under¬ 
stand  why  it  should  be  continued  in  Cape  Town  or  in  the  suburbs.  I  cannot  call  to 
mind  any  city  of  any  consequence  in  Great  Britain  where  it  is  in  use. 

13177.  Can  you  give  any  explanation  of  why,  in  spite  of  these  reports  for  the 
last  20  years,  it  still  continues  in  use  ? — I  really  cannot  understand  why  it  is,  unless 
the  Town  Councils,  or  the  public  bodies  concerned,  do  not  care  to  burden  the 
ratepayers  with  the  additional  cost  of  putting  in  proper  fittings.  That  is  probably 
one  of  the  reasons,  but  that  can  scarcely  be  said  to  apply  to  the  late  District  Water 
Works  Company. 

13178.  Are  there  any  engineering  difficulties  in  the  way  that  you  see  ? — No,  I 
cannot  see  any  engineering  difficulties.  It  is  possible  that,  in  Cape  Town,  some  of  the 
existing  distributing  pipes  would  have  to  be  replaced  by  some  what  larger  ones,  because 
the  consumption  during  certain  periods  of  the  daytime  is  considerably  higher  than  the 
average  consumption  during  the  24  hours. 

13179.-  Mr.  cle  Villiers.']  You  said  yesterday  that  two  years  would  be  necessary 
to  get  sufficient  information  about  the  maximum  and  minimum  capacity  of  any  water 
scheme  ? — I  said  that  that  was  about  the  shortest  time  in  which  you  could  get  a  good 
idea  of  these  questions.  It  might  be  that  it  would  take  longer. 

13180.  Do  you  think  that  such  information  is  absolutely  necessary  before  you 
recommend  any  scheme  or  adopt  any  scheme  ? — I  would  not  go  so  far  as  that,  but  that 
period  is  necessary  for  making  a  fairly  complete  investigation. 

13181.  You  would  not  be  prepared  to  recommend  any  scheme  on  the  mere 
information  as  to  its  average  capacity  ? — I  would  not  like  to  do  that  without  some 
qualification. 

13182.  What  do  you  consider  that  the  requirement  per  head  of  the  population  for 
water  should  be  in  the  Peninsula  ? — I  consider  that  30  gallons  per  head  should  be 
provided  for  domestic  and  public  purposes. 

13183.  Would  that  include  water  for  sewerage  purposes  ? — Yes. 

13184.  Would  it  include  water  for  gardens  ? — No.  I  exclude  whatever  may  be 
wanted  for  gardens.  Thirty  gallons  per  head  per  day  would  include  all  water  required 
for  domestic  and  municipal  purposes,  but  not  abnormal  supplies  such  as  supplies  for 
the  Harbour  Board. 

13185.  Or  the  railways? — No,  nor  for  the  railways. 

13186.  Chairman,  j  When  you  speak  about  the  tank  and  dribble  system,  what  is 
the  size  of  tank  in  general  use  in  Cape  Town  ? — They  vary,  but  I  think  400  gallons  is 
not  an  unusual  size  ;  200  gallons  is  also  a  common  size. 

13187.  The  probability  is  that  this  tank  system  is  a  survival  of  an  old  standing 
arrangement  when  the  water  was  apt  to  be  cut  off,  and  when  people  filled  their  tanks 
in  view  of  the  possibility  of  missing  the  water  at  some  other  time  ? — I  take  it  that  is 
so.  It  was  probably  necessary  at  one  time  in  Cape  Town  when  the  supply  was 
irregular  and  could  not  be  depended  upon. 

13188.  And  people  have  got  into  this  habit  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  them  out 
of  it.  They  are  very  conservative  even  in  these  little  matters  ? — I  suppose  that  really 
is  the  case.  And  of  course  there  is  always  the  difficulty  of  changing  a  system  like 
that  when  it  has  originally  been  put  in  with  the  consent  and  approval  of  the  authority 
responsible. 

13189.  You  Btated  yesterday  that  you  would  like  to  see,  at  least  I  thought 
you  put  it  in  that  way,  that  no  pipe  should  be  brought  in  from  any  source  of  supply 
which  would  not  deliver  a  quantity  of  10,000,000  gallons  of  water  per  day  ?  — I  put  it 
as  far  as  I  remember,  that  it  was  desirable  that  we  should  provide  for  a  supply  of 
10,000,000  gallons  per  day. 

ri  13190.  But  you  said  that  would  not  be  wanted  for  perhaps  a  good  many  years  ? 
-  I  he  whole  of  the  10,000,000  gallons  would  not  be  wanted. 
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13191.  And  thereafter,  as  the  demand  increased,  it  might  he  necessary  to  dupli-  mi 
oate  the  pipe  r  —Yes.  _ 

13192.  May  I  ask  if  the  estimate  of  £25,000  per  mile  is  for  a  pipe  of  that  size  20th  June,  1902. 
and  if  it  would  be  materially  altered  for  a  pipe  of  half  that  diameter  ? — The  estimate 
was  for  a  pipe  36  inches  in  diameter  delivering  water  under  certain  conditions.  The 
diameter  might  have  to  be  an  inch  or  two  greater  if  the  water  came  from  a  less  elevation. 

It  is  entirely  a  matter  of  the  hydraulic  gradient. 

13193.  Then  in  making  an  estimate  of  the  cost  we  should  have  to  bear  in  mind 
these  points :  the  head  of  water  and  the  diameter  of  the  pipe,  that  is  to  convey  the 
water  ?— Undoubtedly,  because  it  is  one  of  the  main  factors  in  calculating  the  discharg¬ 
ing  capacity  of  the  pipe  that  the  head  of  water  should  be  known. 

131 94 .  Would  it  be  worth  while  considering  whether,  for  the  immediate  future, 
it  would  be  economical  to  commence  with  a  smaller  pipe,  that  is,  would  any 
saving  in  the  immediate  expenditure  be  worth  regarding  in  view  of  the  fact, 
which  you  yourself  contemplated,  that  even  with  a  36  inch  pipe  you  might  have  to 
duplicate  within  a  measurable  distance  of  the  present  time  ? — I  would  not  like  to 
answer  that  question  straight  off.  It  requires  to  be  gone  into  very  carefully,  to  ascer¬ 
tain  first  what  interest  you  would  have  to  pay  on  the  larger  pipe  until  its  additional 
carrying  capacity  came  into  play. 

13195.  Dr.  Gregory .]  What  would  he  the  additional  cost  ? — Supposing  that  you 
put  down  two  pipes  of  the  same  size,  say  to  carry  10,000,000  gallons.  The  ultimate 
cost  would  be  about  50  per  cent,  greater  than  if  you  put  down  one  large  pipe  in  the 
first  instance. 

13196.  Sou  would  have  some  countervailing  advantage,  would  you  not,  in  the  case 
of  such  a  thing  as  a  burst  and  the  repairing  of  the  main  ? — You  would  have  that 
advantage  with  a  duplicate  pipe,  but  I  do  not  look  upon  it  as  very  important  in  this 
case  because  you  have  your  local  supply  from  which  you  would  always  be  able  to  get 
water  until  a  repair  was  effected.  If  you  had  not  a  supply  available  from  Table 
Mountain  the  question  of  a  duplicate  main  to  provide  for  interruptions  in  the  supply 
would  be  an  important  point. 

13197.  Chairman .]  If  we  are  going  to  have  a  great  scheme,  do  you  think  that  if 
the  question  of  distance — if  within  45  or  50  miles — has  to  be  considered,  might  there 
not  be  compensating  advantages  in  going  to  tho  greater  distance  ? — I  am  bound  to  say 
that  there  might  be  compensating  advantages,  but  that,  again,  is  a  question  to  be 
worked  out  after  careful  investigation. 

13198.  In  what  direction  would  these  compensating .  advantages  have  to  be 
sought  ? — One  might  be  that  you  would  secure  your  source  at  a  very  much  less  cost, 
and  that  there  might  be  fewer  water  rights  to  deal  with.  That  however  is  purely 
hypothetical. 

13199.  But  it  might  come  to  be  a  very  important  matter,  might  it  not? — Yes,  it 
might,  but  in  order  to  get  at  the  relative  merits  of  any  scheme  we  have  to  put  down  to 
each  scheme  the  cost  of  acquiring  the  source,  the  cost  of  acquiring  the  water  rights 
below  the  source,  the  cost  of  the  works  at  the  head  waters  and  the  cost  of  bringing  the 
water  into  Cape  Town  ana  the  Suburbs.  Then  again,  there  is  another  important 
point  to  be  borne  in  mind,  and  that  is  the  liability  of  the  source  to  pollution. 

13200.  We  may  take  it  that  risk  of  pollution  is  included  in  the  conditions  of 
acquisition  of  site.  It  would  be  necessary  to  provide  against  the  danger  of  pollution 
at  the  site  acquired  in  all  cases  ? — Yes  ;  for  example  you  would  not  acquire  any  site, 
nowadays,  with  a  farm  inside  your  catchment  area,  unless  you  made  provision  for 
surrounding  your  buildings  and  carrying  away  the  drainage  outside  the  catchment 
area.  Neither  would  it  be  desirable  to  have  any  cultivated  land  within  the  area, 
although  that  is  not  so  important  if  you  have  filtration  afterwards. 

13201.  In  that  way  it  is  conceivable  that  the  extra  cost  in  providing  for  a  greater 
length  of  pipe  might  be  compensated  for  by  a  decrease  in  the  cost  of  the  acquisition  of 
rights  ? — It  might  be. 

13202.  It  is  a  point  we  would  have  to  consider  at  all  events  ? — Undoubtedly.  It 
might  even  come  to  considering  whether  storage  reservoirs  should  not  be  constructed 
on  the  Fiats  and  then  to  pump  thence  to  the  existing  servios  reservoirs,  but  that,  too,  is 
purely  hypothetical. 

13203.  You  mentioned  certain  sources  of  possible  water  supply  yesterday  and 
some  have  been  mentioned  to  this  Commission.  Doubtless  you  have  your  own  views 
upon  them,  but  do  you  think  the  Commission  can  pass  them  by  without  taking  better 
evidence  upon  them  than  has  been,  at  the  present  time,  supplied  ? — I  think  it  is 
outside  the  objects  of  the  Commission  to  select  a  particular  scheme.  It  is  highly 
desirable  to  get  evidence  on  the  subject  of  flow  for  some  of  the  schemes  mentioned 
by  me  and  even  of  others  if  they  are  likely  to  be  forthcoming. 
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13204.  Take  that  source  of  supply — the  Twenty  Four  Livers — which  has  been 
mentioned.  From  the  evidence  you  have  led  you  are  not  acquainted  with  the  amount 
of  water  which  it  would  supply  ? — I  stated  so  yesterday,  most  distinctly. 

13205.  You  guarded  yourself  yesterday,  and  the  only  real  objection  as  yet  raised  is 
the  one  of  distance,  whioh  is,  of  oourse,  a  very  considerable  objection;  but  before  that 
source  is  set  aside  do  you  not  think  that  some  further  investigation  should  be  made  of 
such  a  source  of  supply  considering  the  evidence  brought  before  the  Commission  with 
reference  to  it  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I  have  read  much  evidence  in  its  favour  up  to 
the  present  time.  None  of  the  witnesses  had  a  very  clear  idea  of  the  quantity  of  water 
which  would  be  available  from  that  source. 

13206.  That  is  so,  but  have  we  better  information  with  reference  to  some  other 
souroe  of  supply  ? — I  think  we  have. 

13207.  For  all  of  them  ? — I  should  not  like  to  say  that ;  in  fact  I  have  already 
stated  that  further  investigation  is  desirable.  Although  you  may  form  a  very  close 
idea  of  their  value  yet  you  cannot  get  at  the  maximum  and  minimum  capacities. 

13208.  How  is  the  Commission  to  arrive  at  a  determination  to  exclude,  say,  six  of 
the  suggested  sources  of  supply  out  of  the  seven  that  are  mentioned  ?  —I  simply 
mentioned  these  sources  as  less  likely  to  be  useful,  not  that  they  might  not  be  investi¬ 
gated,  but  they  are  less  likely  to  be  useful  owing  to  their  increased  cost,  that  is,  owing 
to  the  distance. 

13209.  Could  you  now  indicate  more  precisely  the  points  which  you  think  ought 
to  weigh  with  the  Commission  in  recommending  one  source  of  water  supply  than 
another  ? — I  would  put  it  to  you  whether  that  is  not  rather  a  matter  which  comes 
before  me  as  a  member  of  the  Commission  rather  than  as  a  witness  to-day,  and  there¬ 
fore  whether  it  is  not  easier,  and  probably  better,  for  me  to  give  it  in  camera  to  the 
Commission.  I  merely  put  it  to  the  Commission  in  that  way.  I  should  be  speaking 
then  more  as  an  adviser,  or  as  a  member  of  the  Commission. 

13210.  But  are  there  not  points  upon  which  we  ought  to  have  expert  advice  in 
order  that  those  who  do  us  the  honour  of  reading  our  report  should  see  on  what  we 
have  based  it  ? — I  prefer  not  to  do  that  at  present. 

13211.  Would  it  be  possible,  do  you  think,  to  draft  a  Bill,  or  to  get  one  drafted, 
for  introduction  into  Parliament  which  would  enable  the  Peninsula  to  bring  in  its 
necessary  supply  of  water  without  indicating  the  particular  spot  that  is  to  be 
selected  ? — No,  I  think  that  Parliament  would  promptly  stop  that.  They  would  not 
give  a  roving  power  to  take  any  source  of  water  supply. 

13212.  Does  not  that  imply  that,  unless  we  suggest  very  closely  where  the  best 
source  of  supply  is,  the  body  which  comes  into  existence  will  have  to  go  over  all  this 
work  which  we  are  now  doing  ?— I  think  I  said  yesterday  that,  from  my  point  of  view, 
the  decision  as  to  the  particular  souroe  should  lie  with  the  body  that  is  going  to  do  the 
work  and  be  responsible  for  it  hereafter.  I  am  still  of  that  opinion.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Commission  should  not  undertake  an  investigation  which  will  probably 
indicate,  approximately,  what  in  their  opinion  is  the  best  source. 

13213.  But  in  order  to  indicate  that,  we  must  get  the  necessary  evidence  ? — That 
is  evidence  which  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  at  present. 

13214  May  I  ask  you  what  kind  of  evidence  we  ought  to  look  for  ?  What  are 
the  points  which  we  should  try  to  bring  out  ? — The  points  undoubtedly  are  the  run¬ 
offs,  that  is  the  yield  of  the  catchment  area.  That  is  the  first  point.  The  actual 
catchment  area  is  also  interesting,  though  the  point  we  have  to  deal  with  is  the 
quantity  of  water.  We  do  not  care  whether  we  have  to  get  it  from  1,000  square 
miles  or  50  square  miles.  It  is  desirable  to  get  the  area  and,  although  it  is  not  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  to  get  the  rainfall,  it  is  desirable  to  get  it,  because  I  do  not 
think  we  could  get  the  flow-off  without  getting  the  rainfall.  But  the  very  first  thing 
we  have  to  get  is  the  run-off  from  the  catchment  area. 

13215.  How  far  has  that  run-off  been  ascertained  in  any  area  within  a  reason¬ 
able  distance  of  Cape  Town  ? — I  think  I  have  given  most  of  the  facts  which  make  for 
the  run-off  in  previous  evidence,  and  a  report  which  has  been  handed  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion  in  connection  with  the  Steenbrazems  River,  gives  the  results  from  another  catch¬ 
ment  area. 

13216.  Do  you  think  that  the  run-off  which  you  mentioned  there  would  cover 
the  whole  area  of  the  Hottentot’s  Holland  Mountains,  its  kloofs  and  valleys  ? — I 
think  that  the  run-off  which  I  gave  for  the  Steenbrazems  area  would  apply  to  a  great 
part  of  that  range  of  mountains,  but  whether  it  would  apply  to  any  certain  point  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say.  I  may  indicate  shortly  that  you  hkve  a  certain  rainfall  at  the 
top  of  the  Steenbrazems  Yalley,  but  if  you  go,  within  a  few  miles  from  there,  to 
Houw  Hoek,  the  rainfall  is  very  much  less,  not  half  in  fact,  and  is  not  at  all  applicable 
to  the  area.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  it  in  my  opinion. 

13217.  What  head  of  water  do  you  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  to  bring 
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a  supply  to  Cape  Town  ? — That  depends  upon  the  distance  from  Cape  Town.  The 
greater  the  distance  the  greater  the  elevation  necessary,  so  as  to  force  the  same 
quantity  of  water  through  the  same  size  of  pipe.  Either  you  have  to  increase  your 
size  of  pipe  or  increase  your  head  of  water,  in  other  words,  the  pressure. 

13218.  Suppose  you  were  to  go  45  miles  from  Cape  Town,  wnat  elevation  would 
it  be  necessary  to  have  ?  — I  should  not  like  to  give  that  off-hand 

13219.  I  would  just  like  to  draw  jour  attention  to  certain  evidence  given  by  a 
witness  before  us.  It  is  as  follows  :  — 

“  Chairman.']  There  was  a  river  mentioned  to  us  called  the  Witte  River, 
which  is  a  brancti  of  the  Breede  River:  are  jou  acquainted  with  that? — I  know 
that  very  well,  as  I  was  born  near  by. 

“  Has  tbe  supply  from  that  river  been  mooted  by  your  Board  ? — It  has  never 
been  mooted,  because  I  believe  that  the  supply  of  water  does  not  belong  to  any 
particular  individual  just  now,  but  that  Mr.  Rhodes  has  purchased  it,  and  that  it 
now  belongs  to  the  De  Beers. 

“  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  De  Beers’  Company  ?— I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  that  is  the  case.  Some  years  ago  the  Witte  River  water  supply  was 
offered  to  the  Cape  Town  Council ;  they  went  to  inspect  it  and  oame  to  the 
decision  that  it  was  the  best  supply  in  South  Africa. 

“Do  you  give  this  information  from  hearsay  ? — No,  I  know  that.  The  whole 
scheme  was  offered  to  the  Cape  Town  Council  for  £120,000,  with  all  the  riparian 
rights,  and  it  would  yield,  I  should  think,  four  or  five  million  gallons  a  day  of 
pure  mountain  water.” 

Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  statements  made  there  ? — I  cannot  of  course  say  on 
what  grounds  these  statements  in  regard  to  gaugings  were  made,  but  I  know  that  in 
November,  H92,  I  had  certain  gaugings  made  of  this  source  of  supply,  and  instead  of 
getting  4,000,000  gallons  per  day  I  obtained  less  than  2,500,000  gallons  per  day. 

13220.  Was  that  the  run  into  the  stream  ? — It  was  the  run  in  the  furrow.  It 
was  not  the  whole  run  of  the  river,  but  the  Syndicate  were  not  selling  the  whole  run  of 
the  river. 

13221.  What  they  were  selling  then  was  the  water  in  a  certain  furrow  ? — Yes,  I 
may  desoribe  it  roughly  in  this  way.  I  have  a  report  before  me  on  the  subject.  It 
was  published  in  the  newspapers  at  the  time : — 

“  In  accordance  with  your  instructions  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  follow¬ 
ing  report  on  the  inspection  made  on  the  1st  November,  lfc92,  in  company  with 
the  City  Engineer  and  a  Committee  of  the  Council.  In  doing  so  I  have  to  point 
out  that  the  time  spent  on  the  ground  did  not  enable  sufficient  data  to  be  obtained 
for  the  preparation  of  estimates.  I  am,  however,  in  a  position  to  supplement  the 
results  of  the  inspection  by  information  acquired  some  time  ago. 

“  Witte  River,  Rain’s  Kloof. — 'this  river  takes  its  rise  among  the  Slanghoek 
and  Hawequas  Mountains  and  flows  down  Bain’s  Kloof  to  the  Breede  River.  It 
appears  that  in  1854  a  channel  was  made  by  which  a  portion  of  the  flow  was 
diverted  from  Bain’s  Kloof  and  made  to  flow  down  through  Wagenmaker  Valley, 
Wellington,  and  then  into  the  Berg  River.  The  water  proposed  to  be  supplied 
to  Cape  Town  is  that  which  flows  to  Wellington  by  the  aforesaid  channel.  The 
watershed  where  the  channel  crosses  from  the  catchment  area  of  Bain’s  Kloof  to 
that  draining  towards  Wellington  is  about  2,100  feet  above  the  sea  and  48  miles 
from  the  Molteno  Reservoir. 

“  There  was  a  large  volume  of  excellent  water  flowing  in  the  Witte  River  on 
the  1st  instant.  Mr.  Coaton  and  the  gentleman  who  accompanied  him  agreed 
that  there  was  always  sufficient  water  to  fill  the  diverted  channel.  Mr.  Cairn- 
cross  and  I  gauged  the  flow  in  the  channel  and  found  that  there  was  approximately 
2,500,000  gallons  per  24  hours.  I  am  informed  that  this  is  about  the  same  as 
the  quantity  gauged  by  Mr.  Wood  in  last  dry  season.” 

13222.  That  was  the  run  ? — That  is  so.  Subsequently  on  the  20th  February, 
1897,  I  had  the  flow  gauged  by  one  of  my  Etalf,  and  it  was  then  found  to  be  2,200,000 
gallons  per  dajr. 

13223.  That  was  in  the  dry  season  ? — It  was  a  dry  month,  but  I  would  not  like 
to  say  that  it  was  a  verjr  dry  time  of  the  year. 

13224.  Was  that  without  storage  of  any  kind? — Yes.  It  was  the  quantity 
running  in  the  stream. 

13225.  Is  it  possible  to  store  water  in  that  neighbourhood  ? — It  is  possible  to  store 
there,  but  it  is  not  a  very  good  site  for  a  large  storage  reservoir. 

13226.  Is  the  rainfall  favourable  in  that  neighbourhood  ? — I  have  had  no  rainfall 
observations  made,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  a  very  heavy  rainfall  there.  At 
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that  elevation,  in  those  mountains,  it  would  be  quite  safe  to  say,  as  a  forecast,  that 
vou  would  get  40  to  50  inohes  even  in  a  fairly  dry  year. 

Mr  13227.  Is  there  any  foundation  iu  the  statement  that  this  was  offered  for  the  sum 

’  -  ii  no  .  namely  £120.000  ? — It  is  not  within  my  knowledge  from  documents  that 
i  ;  a'  w.  -  the  offer,  hut  I  believe  an  offer  was  made.  I  may  mention  this  is  the  report 
v  hich  I  gave  of  the  source  :  “  Witte  River  is  undoubtedly  an  excellent  source  of  supply 
1  r  Cape  Town,  and  in  my  opinion  is  the  best  source  outside  the  Peninsula.”  That  is 
merely  as  a  source.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Louw’s  remark  in  question  1151  that  “  Mr. 
S:  ewart  made  the  greatest  mistake  he  ever  made  in  his  life  by  offering  to  build  a  reservoir 
on  Table  Mountain  for  the  Council  at  a  certain  figure,”  I  can  only  say  it  is  absolutely 
incorrect  to  state  that  any  mistake  was  made. 

13228  Dr.  Gregory. ]  Will  you  kindly  explain? — I  would  like  to  state  the 
case  rather  differently.  I  will  say  that  if  that  is  the  greatest  mistake  I  have  made 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  stand  by  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  raise  this  for  any  personal  pur¬ 
pose,  but  let  us  take  the  figures.  One  aud  a  half  million  gallons  per  day  from  there 
would  involve  a  scheme  costing  £240  000.  Add  that  to  the  £120,000  for  the  purchase 
and  you  get  £3tt0,000.  Compare  it  with  what  the  same  quantity  of  water  from  Table 
umain  is  eosbng  by  the  construction  of  the  reservoir  there.  At  a  cost  of  £140,000, 

g>t  an  augtnen’ ation  of  slightly  over  1,000,000  gallons  per  day,  and  when  the  one 
i:  course  of  construction  is  finished  at  the  cost  of  £190,000,  at  the  very  most,  we  have 
full  2,250,000  gallons  per  day,  which,  1  think,  compares  rather  favourably,  regardless 
of  the  use  that  the  water  from  Table  Mountain  has  been  for  power. 

13229.  Chairman. But  as  regards  future  supply,  you  had  not  exhausted  the 
capabilities  of  the  Witte  River  neighbourhood  ? — In  that  case  we  had  only  2,500,000 
gallons  per  day. 

13230.  But  could  not  that  supply  have  been  augmented  by  other  means  ?— That 
is  a  very  important  point.  It  has  more  to  do  with  the  legal  aspects  of  the  case.  The 
fir  t  point  to  be  settled  in  that  scheme  was  whether  the  usual  amount;  diverted 
tnere  was  2.500,000  gallons  per  day,  or  4,000,000  gallons  per  day  They  were  not 
<  ■  titled  to  rhe  right  to  a  bigger  quantity  than  had  been  flowing  since  the  year  1854. 

13231.  You  mean  in  the  furiow  ?-— Yes,  it  was  a  question  of  the  prescriptive 
right. 

13232  But  what  about  stormwater  ? — There  was  no  stormwater  included  in 
th  •  flow  in  the  furrow.  Ail  we  would  have  been  entitled  to  take  was  the  flow  in  the 
furrow.  There  is  plenty  of  water  about  there,  but  in  the  river,  and  that  was  not 
offered  to  the  Cape  Town  Council. 

13<i33.  So  that  the  acquisition  of  the  rights  would  not  have  implied  the  further 
question  of  rights  in  that  neighbourhood  ? — No,  we  were  limited,  so  far  as  1  remember, 
to  the  furrow.  That  is  all  that  was  shewn  to  us. 

13234.  But  could  the  Council  have  acquired  the  rights  to  any  catchment  area  in 
the  neighbourhood? — That  brings  in  the  whole  question  of  utilising  the  Witte  River 
which  flows  into  another  valley  altogether,  and  which  is  on  all  fours  with  every  other 
scheme.  We  need  not  have  paid  that  £120,000  for  that  water  right  in  that  case. 
We  would  only  have  had  to  go  over  the  hill  and  take  water  from  the  river. 

13235.  Have  you  any  further  information  to  give  us  about  the  run-off  from 
Table  Mountain  from  your  observations  ? — Yesterday,  when  you  asked  me  some 
questions,  1  ?ave  what  I  considered  to  be  the  run-off,  but  I  may  refer  you  to  a  report 
•A  mine  on  the  additional  storage  reservoir  on  Table  Mountain,  which  is  dated  the 
19th  August,  1897,  where  I  gave  the  run-off  for  every  month  of  the  year  from 
September,  1896,  to  August,  1897,  and  the  total  worked  out  at  111,000,000  gallons. 

(The  rest  of  Mr.  Stewart’s  evidence  was  taken  in  camera). 
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MONDAY,  23rd  JUNE,  1902. 

Present : 

lion.  Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  {Chairman). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gtrs  gory.  |  Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson.  |  Mr.  J.  E.  B.  de  Yilliers. 

Messrs.  William  Noble  Dixon  (President)  and  William  Jacob  (Member  of  the  Executive) 
of  the  British  Working  Men’s  Association,  Cape  Town  Branch,  were  examined. 

[Mr.  Dixon  was  the  principal  witness.] 

13236.  Chairman .]  Your  full  names,  please,  gentlemen? — {Mr.  Dixon.)  My 

name  is  William  Noble  Dixon.  {Mr.  Jacob.)  My  name  is  William  Jacob. 

13237.  You  appear  here  on  behalf  of  the  Cape  Town  branch  of  the  Working 
Men’s  Association  of  South  Africa,  do  you  not  ? — Yes. 

13238.  And  you  come,  principally,  to  represent  working  men  on  the  questions 
referred  to  this  Commission  for  enquiry  ?— Yes  ;  and,  of  course,  we  appear  as  ratepayers 
also. 

13239.  I  presume  you  have  had  your  attention  directed  to  the  scarcity  of  water 
which,  occasionally,  prevails  in  Cape  Town? — We  have  had  it  brought  home  to  us  very 
forcibly  indeed. 

13240.  Have  you  any  remarks  to  make  under  that  head? — The  remarks  which  I 
have  to  make  on  that  subject  are  pretty  well  embodied  in  that  resolution  which  you 
have  in  your  hands.  The  great  point  is  that  the  water  has  sometimes  been  turned  off 
and,  in  some  parts,  the  people  have  suffered  a  good  deal  in  consequence. 

13241.  In  what  part  of  Cape  Town  do  you  live,  Mr.  Dixon? — InEbeueze”  Road, 
District  No.  I. 

13242.  How  long  have  you  been  living  there  ? — Now  about  three  years,  but  I 
have  been  a  resident  of  Cape  Town  for  over  20  years,  and  I  used  formerly  to  live  at 
the  same  place  where  I  am  residing  at  present. 

13243.  In  what  part  of  Cape  Town  do  you  live,  Mr.  Jacob  ? — In  District  No.  I. 

13244.  And  how  long  have  you  been  living  there? — For  20  years.  {Mr.  Dixon.) 
The  letter  I  now  hand  to  the  Chairman  is  from  a  resident  of  District  No.  VI.  Our 
Association  is  composed  of  members  from  the  different  districts  in  the  town.  Our  great 
point  is  that  we  cannot  see  the  necessity  for  going  40  or  50  miles  lor  water  when  there 
is  an  incalculable  quantity  running  to  waste  here  and  do  ng  damage.  I  lived  on  the 
mountain  slopes  myself,  and  I  have  often  discussed  the  matter  with  others,  who  think 
with  me  that  there  should  be  a  series  of  reservoirs  in  the  various  kloofs  on  the  Moun¬ 
tain,  and  that  the  power  of  the  fall  t)f  the  water  should  be  utilised,  by  means  of  tur¬ 
bines,  for  accumulating  electric  energy  of  which  an  untold  amount  could  be  supplied 
from  that  source.  Although  we  are  simply  men  of  the  street,  we  also  keep  our  eyes 
open  and  take  an  interest  in  these  matters.  Wo  are  of  opinion  that,  in  connection 
with  these  reservoirs,  there  should  be  duplicate  pipes  laid  if  tanks  were  done  away 
with,  so  that,  in  the  event  of  one  pipe  going  wrong  and  requiring  repairs,  another 
should  be  available  to  supply  the  people  with  water  in  the  meautime.  We  quite 
recognise  the  danger  to  health,  which,  it  is  said,  might  result  from  the  use  of  the  tank 
system  but  I  do  not  see  why  every  tank  should  not  be  served  with  a  valve,  the  same 
as  a  blow-off  put  into  a  boiler  ;  then  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  could  occasionally  stop  the 
water  at  the  tank  and  let  it  run  dry  ;  and  then  it  could  be  flushed  properly,  so  as  to 
remove  all  the  sediment  which  has  accumulated  in  the  tank. 

13245.  Do  you  not  consider  that,  under  present  circumstances,  it  is  quite  possible 
to  do  away  with  the  house  tanks  ? — It  is,  of  course,  possible  to  do  so,  but  two  or  three 
points  in  that  connection  will  have  to  be  considered.  The  fact  that  I  was  able  from 
my  tank  during  the  scarce  time  to  supply  some  of  my  neighbours  brought  the  useful¬ 
ness  of  the  tank  home  to  me.  Another  point  is  that  there  is  an  unnecessary  waste 
of  fresh  water  for  flushing  purposes.  I  don’t  see  why,  with  an  unlimited  supply  of 
salt  water  at  hand,  it  should  not  be  used  for  flushing  purposes,  as  it  would  effect  a 
great  swing  of  fresh  water. 

13246.  The  point  has  b-en  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Commission  by  several 
witm  ss6s,  and  a  note  made  of  it  ? — My  father-in-law,  Mr.  lliggo,  who  lives  up  the 
Kloof  in  Cape  Town,  and  myself,  have  suggested  that  a  salt  water  reservoir  should  be 
placed  up  on  Kloof  Neck,  and  filled  from  Camps  Bay,  from  which  altitude  it  would 
supply  the  town,  not  only  for  flushing  purposes,  but  also  for  fire  extinction  purposes. 
Sea  water  from  Camps  Bay  is  much  purer. 
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13247.  You  would  have  the  water  pumped  up  there? — Oh,  yes  ;  but  I  don’t  see 
"  ■'  whv  the  south-ensters  should  not  be  taken  advantage  of  to  do  more  useful  work  than 

jr,  ham  Jacob,  to  blow  the  dust  into  our  eyes. 

13248.  You  advocate  the  erection  of  windmills? — -Yes.  (Mr.  Jacob.) 

ie'  '  '  Yesterday,  I  was  at  Simonstown,  and  I  saw  a  beautiful  stream  of  water  runaing 
ix.to  the  sea  from  Red  Hill,  and  I  consider  that  a  great  pity  as  it  would  be  a  good 
source  of  supply  if  all  that  water  were  stored. 

13249.  Is  there  a  possibility  of  storing  further  supplies  upon  Table  Mountain  P — 
{Mr.  Dixon.)  It  has  been  my  opinion  for  years  that  Cape  Town,  being  the  keystone 
to  all  South  African  questions,  should  set  the  example  in  the  matter  of  storing  the 
water,  because  it  is  not  that  we  lack  water,  but  what  we  want  is  storage.  It  simply 
runs  away  into  the  gutters  now. 

13250.  You  are  aware  that  works  are  being  contemplated,  and  being  carried  out, 
for  diverting  some  of  the  storm  water  ?-  -Yes,  but  my  idea,  with  regard  to  that,  is  that 
the  water  should  be  diverted  nearer  to  the  source  than  is  done  at  present,  because  it 
woidd  then  be  better  dealt  with.  (Mr.  Jacob.)  I  feel  that,  if  possible,  the  Peninsula 
should  secure  its  supply  within  the  Peninsula,  because  if  the  water  were  brought  from  a 
distance  then  an  enemy  could  so  easily  cut  off  our  supply  in  time  of  war. 

13251.  Of  course,  you  would  be  quite  willing  to  say  that  much  depends  upon  the 
cost? — (Mr.  Jacob.)  Quite  so. 

13252.  And  if  it  can  be  shown  by  engineers  that  not  much  more  can  be  stored  and 
that  it  will  cost  more  to  utilise  the  water  which  could  be  stored  on  Table  Mountain  than 
to  bring  a  supply  from  a  distance,  then  we  have  to  look  at  it  from  that  aspect,  as  well  ? — Oh, 
yes ;  but  we  must  not  forget  that  places  will  spring  up,  and  are  already  springing  up,  along 
the  route  which  the  water  will  most  likely  take  to  Cape  Town,  and  these  places  will 
want  their  supply  from  there  themselves.  Such  a  supply  will  have  reduced  the 
pressure,  very  considerably,  by  the  time  the  water  reaches  Cape  Town. 

13253.  Now,  what  have  you  to  say  with  reference  to  the  framing  of  the  Voters’ 
Roll? — (Mr.  Dixon.)  That  is  our  particular  point. 

13254.  Well,  what  have  you  to  say  about  it  ? — (Mr.  Dixon.)  The  leaflet  whioh 
we  have  had  drawn  up  deals  with  that.  (Mr.  Jacob.)  We  consider  that  the  voters’ 
roll  is,  at  the  present  time,  very  loosely  framed.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  comes  round 
and  asks  the  question,  “  Who  lives  here,  and  where  does  he  work  ?”  and  a  few  weeks 
after  that  you  see  a  notice  that  the  register  has  been  framed,  and  will  lie  for  inspection 
at  the  Municipal  Office  from  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  during  which  period  of  the  day,  a  work¬ 
ing  man  has  no  time  to  go  there,  and  all  he  can  do  is  to  write  to  the  Town  Clerk.  We 
contend  that  the  register  should  be  framed  on  the  same  basis  as  that  of  the  Parliamentary 
registration  of  voters.  Schedules  should  be  left  at  the  residences  of  the  people  and 
they  should  fill  them  in  and  send  them  in,  or  they  should  be  collected.  Then  the 
register  should  lie  for  inspection  for,  at  least,  one  evening  a  month  say  from  6  p.m.  to 
8  p.m.,  to  enable  the  working  men  to  inspect  it.  • 

13255.  You  don’t  mean  every  month  in  the  year? — No,  only  while  the  list  is 
being  framed.  Then  there  is  another  point :  Persons  who  qualify  during  the  interim 
— between  elections — should  be  able  to  have  their  names  placed  on  the  register,  and  for 
that  reason  we  should  advocate  the  appointment  of  a  permanent  Registering  Officer 
who  could  deal  with  the  claims  of  people  from  time  to  time. 

13256.  Do  you  think  then  that,  at  the  present  time,  sufficient  facilities  are  not 
given  to  the  working  class  in  the  City  for  having  their  names  registered  as  voters  ? — 
Not  at  all. 

13257.  And,  in  that  way,  many  men  who  really  ought  to  have  votes  are  deprived 
of  them? — Yes,  you  find  tnat  is  especially  the  case  in  the  case  of  joint  occupation, 
where  the  man  who  is  responsible  to  the  landlord  obtains  a  vote,  whereas  the  other, 
though  in  all  other  respects  equal  to  the  man  paying  the  rent,  is  debarred  from  voting. 
Then  also  a  man  who  occupies  a  small  office  in  Cape  Town  and  who  lives  in  the 
Suburbs,  has  a  vote  in  Capo  Town,  by  virtue  of  his  occupation  of  the  office,  which  may 
be  a  very  small  one  indeed.  (Mr.  Dixon.)  Our  idea  is  that  if  a  man  is  competent  to 
have  a  vote  for  a  Member  of  Parliament,  he  should  also  have  a  vote  for  a  Municipal 
Councillor ;  the  former  qualification  should  include  the  latter.  That  point  should  be 
definitely  settled  in  our  opinion.  But  we  are  of  opinion  also  that  aliens  should  not  be 
allowed  to  exercise  any  right  of  voting. 

13258.  You  would  only  extend  that  privilege  to  naturalised  British  subjects  ? — 
Oh,  yes.  Then,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  strongly  in  favour  of  the  ward  system,  as  that 
would  be  the  fairest  and  the  best.  If  you  have  any  complaint,  under  a  ward  system, 
you  will  be  able  to  fix  your  Councillor  and  bring  him  to  book,  but  now  it  is  such  an 
easy  matter  to  say,  “  1  can’t  help  it,  so  and  so  is  responsible.” 

13259.  Was  either  of  you  gentlemen  a  resident  of  Cape  Town  when  the  ward 
system  was  in  vogue  ? — (Mr.  Dixon.)  N®.  But  I  may  mention  that  Mr.  Charles  Lewis, 
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who  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  doing  away  with  the  ward  system,  is  now  in 
favour  of  it. 

13260.  The  question  of  the  desirability  of  re-introduoing  this  ward  system  again, 
you  believe  to  mean  an  important  one  for  the  Commission  to  decide  ? — Yes.  It  is 
badly  needed. 

13261.  What  is  your  view  with  reference  to  the  ward  boundaries  of  Cape  Town  ? 
Would  you  have  the  present  districts  mal9  corresponding  wards  ? — Unless  there  is 
any  expert  knowledge  to  the  contrary. 

13262.  But  you  think  the  present  districts  may  fairly  constitute  the 
wards? — Yes.  On  this  subject,  I  would  also  like  to  say  that  the  men  should 
not  be  compelled  to  vote  in  the  same  ward  where  they  live,  because  often 
you  find  workmen  working  far  away  from  their  ward,  and  they  should  be 
allowed  to  record  their  votes  at  any  polling  station,  the  same  as  is  done  at  the 
Parliamentary  elections.  And,  to  guard  against  impersonation,  an  official  ticket 
should  be  issued  to  every  voter,  and  a  receipt  given  for  it,  when  delivered  at  his  resi¬ 
dence.  If  the  man  is  not  there  himself,  his  wife  could  sign  the  receipt.  That  would 
ensure  that  only  one  vote  will  be  recorded  for  each  ticket. 

13263.  In  that  way  you  could  provide  that  a  man’s  vote  could  always  be  secured 
for  his  own  ward  ? — Yes.  And,  to  overcome  any  difficulty  in  that  respect,  I  should 
say  that  the  whole  of  the  voting  papers  should  be  re-sorted  by  the  officials  for  the 
different  wards. 

13264.  You  would  leave  the  classification  of  the  voting  papers  to  the  officials  ? — 

Yes. 


Megere. 

W.  N.  Dxxtn 
and 
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13265.  That  is,  to  the  Polling  Officers  ? — Yes.  (Mr.  Jacob.)  Once  I  found,  on 
arriving  at  the  Drill  Hall  to  vote,  that  my  vote  had  been  stolen,  and  I  know  of  two 
or  three  similar  cases.  That  is  really  what  we  wish  to  guard  against.  (Mr.  Dixon.) 
I  think  the  suggestion  I  have  made  with  reference  to  the  issuing  of  an  official  ticket 
would  guard  against  that. 

13266.  Now,  with  reference  to  the  time  during  which  the  votes  are  to  bo 
recorded,  do  you  ask  for  its  extension? — Yes.  We  think  it  should  be  extended  until 
8  p.m.,  as  is  the  case  at  Home.  I  may  say  that  we  look  at  it  from  this  point  of  view 
that  poor  old  Oom  Paul  Kruger  was  far  more  honest  by  saying  straight  out  that  he 
would  not  give  the  men  the  franchise,  than  what  is  done  here  where  the  working  men 
are  told  they  have  the  privilege  of  the  franchise,  while  the  hours  are  so  fixed 
as  to  make  it  almost  impossible  for  the  workiug  men  to  record  their  vote3.  All 
sections  of  the  community  should  be  fairly  represented  on  the  Council,  and  the  working 
man  should  be  given  a  fair  chance  to  record  his  vote.  We  are  not  merely  agitating 
for  agitation’s  sake,  but,  when  we  see  reforms  are  required,  we  honestly  try  to  have 
them  carried  out  in  a  proper  constitutional  manner.  Some  time  ago,  we 
addressed  a  communication  to  the  Municipal  Council  of  Woodstock,  where  some 
of  our  members  reside,  and  they  had  not  even  the  civility  to  reply  to  our 
communication,  or  even  to  acknowledge  it.  At  Woodstock,  they  made  the  polling 
station  at  the  Woodstock  toll,  but  there  are  many  workmen  at  Salt  River  Works,  aud 
as  the  poll  closed  at  5  o’clock,  it  was  impossible  for  these  men,  after  leaving  off  work, 
to  come  all  that  distance  and  be  in  time  to  record  their  votes. 

13267.  You  are  clear  in  your  contention  that  the  polling  office  should  be  kept 
open  until  8  p.m.,  and  also  that  the  other  provision  of  allowing  a  man  to  record  his 
vote  in  any  ward  should  be  made  ? — That  is  what  we  aim  at.  (Mr.  Jacob.)  We  do  not 
contend  so  much  that  it  should  open  until  8  o’clock,  but  that  you  must  have  a  polling 
station  in  every  ward. 

13268.  Yes,  but  you  want  to  enable  a  man  to  record  his  vote  in  any  ward  ? — Yes. 

13269.  But  one  wants  to  save  labour  in  these  matters  ? — (Mr.  Dixon.)  Quite  so. 

13270.  But  does  it  not  seem  that  if  you  keep  the  polling  office  open  until  8 
o’clock,  you  do  away  with  the  necessity  for  voting  in  any  ward  ? — Undoubtedly. 
(Mr.  Jacob.)  I  work  at  the  Docks  myself,  and  I  know  what  a  rush  it  is  from  there, 
especially  if  one  leaves  his  work  at  6  o’clock. 

13271.  You  live  in  District  No.  1,  and,  if  you  had  a  polling  station  in  your 
district,  you  would  not  have  so  far  to  go  ? — Yes,  but  if  I  only  knock  off  work  at  20 
minutes  to  six,  say,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  get  to  the  Drill  Hall.  (Mr.  Dixon.)  I 
might  say  that,  when  1  lived  at  Rondebosch,  I  discussed  the  matter  with  Mr.  Innes. 
My  house  was  not  valued  up  to  the  required  amount  to  entitle  me  to  a  vote,  and  I  then 
pointed  out  to  him  that  it  was  very  hard  on  me  as  I  took  a  keen  iuterest,  especially,  in 
sanitary  affairs.  I  said  to  Mr.  Innes  that  I  considered  where  a  man  is  allowed  to 
vote  for  a  member  of  Parliament — the  superior  legislative  body  in  the  country, — that 
such  a  qualification  should  carry  with  it  a  residential  vote.  Having  a  vote  for  a 
member  of  Parliament  should  certainly  entitle  a  man  to  vote  for  a  Town  Councillor,  or 
for  a  member  of  a  Village  Management  Board.  The  working  class  are  doubly 
interested  in  the  vital  conditions  of  the  place  in  which  they  reside. 
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13272.  Well,  gentlemen,  I  think,  these  are  the  main  points — the  question  of 
greater  vigilance  in  the  framing  of  the  Voters’  Lists;  the  ward  system  on  which  you 
arc  verv  string,  ami,  I  may  say,  you  are  borne  out  in  that  by  many  other  witnesses 
wh  >  have  given  evidence  before  the  Commission :  the  question  of  extending  the  polling 
hours,  and  multiplying  the  polliug  stations,  so  as  to  give  greater  facilities  for  recording 
v •  ■  t .  .  ;  is  not  the  question  of  aliens,  however,  really  a  question  of  the  general  law  of  the 
land,  whereas  the  Municipal  franchise  is  entirely  a  property  one  ? — Yes,  Mr.  Chairman, 
those  are  the  real  points  we  desired  to  bring  out. 

13273.  And  you  put  in  this  letter  from  Mr.  Foster  (see  question  13244)  with 
reference  to  general  neglect,  especially  in  the  case  of  District  No.  VI  ? — Yes.  Then, 
with  regard  to  roads,  I  should  like  to  say  that  we  wish,  as  far  as  possible,  in  the  work¬ 
men's  district,  to  have  some  attention  given  to  the  footpaths.  Our  children  have  to  go 
to  school,  and  our  wives  have  to  walk  along  these  roads.  We  are  really  the 
tramping  people  and  cannot  afford  to  drive  in  carriages,  and  something 
more  should  be  done  for  us.  Mr.  Jacob  can  give  you  some  valuable 
evidence  on  that  point,  especially  iu  regard  to  the  Dock  Road,  which  has 
been  put  into  such  a  condition  that  the  heaviest  traction  engines  make  very 
little  impression  upon  it,  showing  that  the  Council  have  good  material  for  the 
roads.  (Mr.  Jacob.)  I  have  seen  the  whole  of  the  south-arm  constructed,  and,  in 
spite  of  all  the  traffic  of  the  last  couple  of  years,  hardly  any  impression  has  been  made 
upon  the  roads  there,  and  I  don’t  think  20  loads  of  material  have  been  needed  since 
for  repairs.  That  is  because  those  roads  have  been  properly  constructed.  But  with 
regard  to  the  streets  made  by  the  Council,  they  have,  in  the  first  place,  no  foundation, 
and,  in  the  second  place,  bad  material  is  used  for  them,  although  the  very 
best  road  material  can  be  got  on  the  slopes  of  the  mountain,  without 
much  difficulty.  The  real  question  is  to  get  good  material  and  as  cheap 
as  possible.  At  the  present  time  their  source  is  the  Strand  Street  Quarry, 
and  they  might  just  as  well  go  a  little  further  and  get  better  material.  (Mr. 
Dixon.)  Some  of  our  members  at  Woodstock  have  asked  me  to  mention  to  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  in  connection  with  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  water  scheme  for  Woodstock,  the 
question  of  boring  and  experimenting  in  that  way  which  one  witness,  according  to  the 
papers,  does  not  seem  to  favour. 

13274.  That  is  a  matter  which  you  may  safely  leave  to  the  Commission,  do  you 
not  think  so  ? — I  was  simply  going  to  give  you  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  the  matter, 
as  they  asked  me  to  do  so.  The  people  think  that  a  lot  of  the  water  from  Oliphaut’s 
Hoek  will  be  takeu  up  along  the  way,  and  that  it  will  be  of  little  use  when  it  reaches 
Woodstock,  owing  to  the  loss  of  pressure. 

13275.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Have  you  considered  the  effect  of  the  ward  system  from 
your  point  of  view,  in  that  there  is  a  tendency  for  working  men  to  inhabit  largely  one 
particular  district,  which,  if  created  a  ward  and  you  elect  your  one  member  for  that 
ward,  would  give  you,  relatively,  very  little  voice  on  the  Council  by  that  one  member  ? 
You  would  have  more  voice  with  your  particular  member  for  your  district,  but  not 
very  much  voice  on  the  Council,  as  a  whole  ? — (Mr.  Jacob.)  We  are  quite  content,  as 
long  as  our  grievances  could  be  officially  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council.  (Mr. 
D/xon.)  It  will  make  a  wonderful  difference,  if  you  have  a  member  for  the  ward, 
because  the  Council  would  not  be  able  simply  to  send  a  letter  saying  that  the  grievance 
complained  of  will  have  attention.  We  want  someone  to  represent  our  views  in  par¬ 
ticular.  I  may  mention  that  in  Ebenezer  Road  there  was  something  like  a  mild 
persecution  going  on.  Some  women  washed  their  clothes  at  the  back  of  their  houses, 
out  of  sight  of  everybody,  on  the  Municipal  property,  and  these  people  were  hauled  up 
and  fined  half-a-crown  each,  although  they  caused  no  nuisance  to  the  general  public. 
At  the  same  time,  I  have  seen  the  meat  taken  along  the  road  there  in  carts  without 
any  covering  over  it,  at  a  time  when  the  street  sweepers  were  at  their  busiest,  and  yet 
no  attention  was  paid  to  it.  This  show’s  how  inconsistent  the  Council  is.  And,  at  the 
time  of  the  plague,  washing  went  on  galore  at  the  “Ebenezer  Plague  Camp,”  without 
let  or  hindrance. 

13276.  But  now,  if  you  are  going  to  have  a  ward  representation,  has  your 
Association  considered  the  apportionment  of  the  number  of  representatives  to  the 
different  wrards? — (Mr.  Jacob.)  We  are  quite  prepared  to  leave  that  to  the  people  who 
frame  the  Act.  (Mr.  Dixon  )  The  benefit  of  the  ward  system  would  come  in  in  this  way. 
The  other  day  a  discussion  on  certain  nuisances  took  place,  and  Messrs.  Ball  and 
O’Reilly  at  once  spoke  about  their  localities  and,  no  doubt,  got  their  grievances 
attended  to.  So  that  a  man,  in  a  particular  ward,  if  appointed  on  the  Cormcil,  would 
at  once  have  the  interest  of  that  locality  at  heart.  Down  at  Ebenezer  Road,  we  have 
no  one  in  particular  to  represent  us. 

13277.  Then,  do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  representative  of  the  ward 
should  reside  in  the  ward  ? — If  possible  ;  but  we  would  not  make  that  a  hard  and  fast 
rule.  The  same  as  with  members  of  Parliament ;  they  do  not  always  live  in  the 
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Constituency  which  they  represent,  and,  I  think,  it  is  a  fair  criterion  to  compare  the 
requirements  of  a  Municipality  with  Parliamentary  practice.  I  would  like  to  bring 
to  the  notice  of  the  Commission  the  question  of  the  removal  of  refuse,  which  is  very 
badly  done  at  the  present  time.  If  you  put  jour  tins  out  at  night  ready  for  the  cart 
in  the  morning,  the  chances  are  that  the  dogs  will  come  in  the  night  and  spill  the 
contents,  so  that  some  of  it  is  left  behind. 

13278.  Dr.  Anderson .]  But  you  are  not  allowed  to  place  your  tins  out  at 
night  ? — That  is  so,  but  there  is  no  regular  time  for  the  carts  to  come  round.  One 
morning  they  will  come  round  at  six  o’clock  and  another  morning  at  nine  o’clock,  and 
workmen’s  wives  have  no  servants  and  cannot  always  put  these  tins  out  when  the  bell 
rings.  I  maintain  that  there  Bhould  be  a  different  method  of  oleansing.  In  loading 
the  refuse  on  to  the  carts,  the  boys  very  often  tip  some  of  it  in  the  streets  and  leave 
it  there  to  spread  germs  of  disease  at  will.  It  should  be  done  in  the  same  way  as  the 
County  Council  at  Home  have  it  done,  by  having  gangs  of  cleaners  with  a  responsible 
man  at  their  head  to  see  that  things  are  properly  done.  Now,  a  lot  of  the  refuse  is 
blown  all  over  the  place. 

13279.  Chairman .]  Who  then  superintends  the  cleaning  ? — The  sanitary  depart¬ 
ment  is  supposed  to. 

132v0.  Is  there  a  man  specially  told  off  ? — I  don’t  know. 

13281.  What  you  want  to  see  is  a  “  Cleaning  Master”  ? — Yes. 

13282.  Dr.  Anderson. ]  May  I  just  correct  you  ?  The  cleansing  of  the  town  is 
under  the  Cleansing  Department  ? — I  did  not  know  that. 

13283.  Well  it  is,  and  the  Council  is  always  anxious  to  attend  to  any  complaints, 
which  might  be  brought  to  their  notice,  that  this  work  is  not  properly  performed  ? — 
We  find  that  these  boys  perform  their  work  very  badly,  and  are  sometimes  very 
oheeky  too. 

13284.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Is  there  not  an  additional  disadvantage  in  not  knowing 
when  you  may  expect  your  dirt  cart,  owing  to  their  coming  at  irregular  hours,  and  to  the 
faot  that  often  one  cart  comes  along  one  side  of  the  street  and  another  along  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street,  so  that,  really,  when  the  bell  is  ringing  you  don’t  know  for 
which  side  of  the  street  it  is  ? — Oh,  yes. 

13285.  Mr.  Gurney.']  Speaking  of  your  suggestion  of  allowing  voters  to  record 
their  votes  in  any  ward  other  than  their  own,  and  guarding  against  impersonation  by 
giving  them  beforehand  a  ticket,  there  would  be  some  risk,  would  there  not,  of  the 
wrong  person  getting  hold  of  the  tickets  ? — Someone  should  sign  for  the  receipt  of  the 
ticket  in  the  same  way  as  one  has  to  sign  for  a  registered  letter.  The  ticket  holder 
would  be  entirely  responsible  and  would  lose  his  vote  if  he  should  lose  his  ticket,  as 
only  one  vote  should  be  allowed  to  be  recorded  in  respect  of  each  ticket. 

13286.  How  could  you  then  get  over  the  question  of  voting  by  proxy  ? — Ah,  that 
is  a  difficulty. 

1328/ .  That  would  be  a  special  thing  ;  and  is  it  not  rather  too  complex  a  question 
to  tackle  just  for  the  sake  of  enabling  a  man  to  get  over  the  difficulty  of  not  being 
able  to  go  to  his  own  ward,  which  could  be  got  overby  extending  the  time  tor  polliug 
until  8  o’clock  ? — That  is  so.  We  are  not  pressing  so  much  for  the  vote  in  every 

ward. 

13288.  The  thing  seems  to  be  so  difficult  and  beset  with  so  many  complications 
that  it  would  be  better  to  try,  as  an  experiment,  the  extension  of  the  polling  hour*  to 
8  o’clock,  before  going  into  or  altering  the  whole  arrangement  ? — Quito  so.  There  is 
also  another  point  which  might  be  considered.  A  receptacle  might  be  provided  in  the 
different  districts  where  men  could  deposit  for  collection  their  registration  schedules, 
just  the  same  as  at  the  post  office  boxes.  All  we  ask  for  is  increased  facility  for  recording 
our  votes. 

13289.  Then  your  wish  to  have  a  representative  for  each  ward  is  for  the  reason 
that  he  may  be  able  to  speak  for  you,  even  though  he  may  be  in  a  minority  ? — Yes. 

13290.  Knowing  that  the  meetings  of  the  Council  would  take  place  in  public,  and 
that  the  press  would  be  present  ? — Yes,  so  as  to  put  us  in  a  fair  position,  and  to  assure 
us  that  our  requests  and  representations  should  not  be  pigeon-holed. 

13291.  The  fact  that  a  ratepayer  may  come  to  any  meeting  does  not,  practically, 
help,  because  you  would  not  be  able  to  get  the  necessary  time  ? — Certainly  not.  If  the 
County  Council  at  Home  can  meet  in  the  evening,  why  cannot  the  Cape  Town  Council 
do  the  same  ? — If  they  did,  then  the  ratepayers  may  look  in  occasionally  of  an  evening. 
(Mr.  Jucob.)  The  Cape  Town  Council  used  to  meet  in  the  evening,  but  owing  to  the 
public  interrupting  them  so  much  they  changed  the  hours. 

13292.  Well,  with  reference  to  British  subjects  being  alone  allowed  votes,  one 
can  quite  see  the  application  of  that  when  it  comes  to  voting  for  Parliament,  but  do  you 
think  that  a  German,  owning  property  in  any  Municipality,  should  have  nothing  to 
say  with  regard  to  the  Municipal  administration,  even  though  he  is  not  a  British 


Meser*. 

W.  N.  IHxan 
and 

William  Jacob. 
'23rd  June,  1902. 
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Mc»*tv  subject  ? — Allowing  the  present  cumulative  vote  to  come  into  force  ;  if  a  man  had  a 

::  "  residential  vote  he  would  be  able  to  counteract  the  cumulative  vote 

Jaeob.  13293.  I  was  speaking  about  the  case 
P —  Personally,  I  am  of  the  idea  that  a  man 

Srdl  June.  1902.  ,,  .  ,  J  .  ■  •, 

tnat,  have  certain  privileges. 

13294.  Might  it  not  meet  your  views  sufficiently  to  say  that  such  a  person,  who 
is  not  a  British  subject,  should  not  be  available  for  the  office  of  Councillor,  but  still 
that  he  should  have  a  vote  if  he  owned  property,  and  that  he  should  have  something  to 
say  with  reference  to  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  place  F — Up  to  the  present, 
we  have  been  too  liberal  in  that  respect,  and  I  think  we  have  been  paying  very  dearly 
for  it  these  last  two  years.  There  is  one  other  point  I  would  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  Dr.  Gregory,  as  the  head  of  the  Health  Department,  to,  and  that  is  the  question  of 
wash-houses  and  baths.  We  think  there  should  be  a  wash-house  and  a  bath  in  every 
district. 

13295.  Ch a irman.]  We  have  had  these  matters  brought  up  very  prominently 
before  us  and  we  are  very  glad  to  have  your  advice  on  them  too,  as  they  are  of 
considerable  importance  to  a  town  like  this  ? — Yes.  And  it  might  easily  be  arranged 
for  getting  hot  water  for  these  wash-houses,  as  at  Home,  where  they  are  kept  open 
late,  so  that  workmen  can  go  and  have  a  bath.  A  proper  system  of  laundry  and 
public  baths  should  be  started,  and  it  would  be  remunerative. 

13296,  Dr.  Anderson.']  With  regard  to  having  a  constant  supply  of  water,  are 
you  aware  that  most  townships  in  England  are  supplied  with  water  on  the  constant 
system  without  any  difficulty  F — Yes,  but  I  expect  that  in  these  towns  provision  has 
been  made  in  case  of  breakages.  Virtually,  the  water  pipe  would  have  to  be  duplicated 
in  many  parts. 

132t>7.  Well,  are  you  aware  that,  supposing  in  such  a  case  the  water  is  to  be  cut 
off  through  any  district,  notice  is  given  to  all  the  inhabitants  before  F — They  are 
supposed  to,  but  they  don’t  always  do  it. 

13298.  You  would  not  agree  that  it  would  be  better  not  to  have  a  tank  at  all  F — 
Certainly  not. 

13299.  Your  evidence  would  not  give  one  the  idea  that  you  would  place  much 
trust  in  any  Inspector  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  see  that  the  tank  is  properly  cleaned 
from  time  to  time  ? — That  is  so,  and  for  that  very  reason  we  favour  amalgamation, 
because  a  large  body  would  employ  men  who  would  have  something  at  stake,  and  who 
would  therefore  attend  to  their  duties  properly.  I  may  also  point  out  further  difficul¬ 
ties  :  Close  to  my  residence  there  are  piled  up,  to  the  height  of  about  30  to  40  feet, 
ceiling  boards  without  proper  provision  to  guard  against  their  being  blown  about  by 
the  wind,  with  the  result  that  some  were  blown  through  my  roof  and  endangered  my 
children,  but  when  I  complained  to  the  Town  Council,  they  replied  that  they  had  no 
power  under  their  present  regulations  to  deal  with  matters  of  that  kind.  That  is  not 
only  a  danger  to  health,  but  also  in  case  of  a  fire.  They  give  the  same  answer  with 
regard  to  traction  engines. 

13300.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  using  salt  water  for  flushing  purposes,  are 
you  aware  that  it  would  mean  a  fresh  set  of  appliances  ? — Yes,  but  against  that  you 
would  have  the  saving  of  the  fresh  water. 

13301.  But  then  there  is  the  cost  of  pumping  ? — Well,  a  lot  might  be  done  with 
wind-mills,  and  you  could  further  make  it  remunerative  by  erecting  salt  water  baths 
all  over  the  town. 

13302.  Of  course  you  are  aware  that  there  is  a  salt  water  supply  now  ? — Yes,  but 
only  for  a  certain  part,  and  if  it  were  extended  throughout  it  would  be  a  saving  to  the 
town  generally. 

13303.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  voting,  don’t  you  think  it  would  answer 
your  requirements  if  the  polling  office  were  kept  open  from  8  a.m.  to  8  p.m.,  and 
having  polling  offices  in  the  wards  where  the  elections  are  taking  place F — That  would 
remove  the  greatest  difficulty. 

13304.  4  hat  is  simply  the  way  that  it  is  done  in  England  F — Yes. 

13305.  Then  the  present  wards  might  require  some  re-construction  F — Oh,  yes  ; 
and  that  we  would  leave  to  the  persons  drawing  up  the  Act.  (Mr.  Jacob.)  We 
■imply  advocate  the  principle. 

13306.  And  you  would  feel  more  confidence  in  the  Council,  or  whatever  body 
might  be  formed  for  governing  the  Peninsula,  if  its  members  were  elected  from 
districts  or  wards  F — Undoubtedly. 

13307.  Because  you  feel  that  the  members  would  take  an  interest  ia  the  localities 
concerned  F — Oh,  yes.  You  could  keep  your  representative  in  touch  with  the  needs  of 
the  particular  place.  I  may  say  that  Mr.  Moore  in  his  evidence  said  that  it  was  too 
big  a  thing  for  amalgamation,  and  Mr.  Ball  again  said  it  was  too  small,  so  between 
the  two  it  would  perhaps  be  a  good  thing  to  amalgamate. 


of  a  man  being  a  British  subject,  or  notF — 
being  a  British  citizen  should,  by  virtue  of 
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13308.  You  spoke  of  the  people  washing  clothes  in  your  neighbourhood  being  Messrs, 

hauled  up  ;  who  hauled  them  up  ? — I  understood  it  wa3  the  Town  Council.  (Mr.  W‘  N&^x0>i 
Jacob.)  'J  own  Council  regulations.  (Mr.  Dixon.)  It  the  police  did  it,  why  did  they  william  Jacob. 
not  then  also  go  for  the  Council  for  allowing  the  state  of  things  I  have  described  in  23rd  lgQ2 
Somerset  Road?  I  would  also  like  to  mention  that  w'e  have  not  a  single  urinal  out  our 
way  for  the  public,  and  the  result  is  the  frequent  committal  of  nuisances. 

13309.  This  question  of  the  removal  of  refuse  is  really  a  matter  of  detail  which 
must  be  left  to  the  public  body  ? — Well,  if  you  had  a  gang  as  1  suggested,  there  is  no 
reason  why  there  should  not  be  night  cleaning  as  well,  which  would  act  in  another 
direction,  namely,  assist  the  police  in  guarding  against  shopbreaking. 

13310.  Cape  Town  is  not  very  well  lighted,  so  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  have 
the  cleaning  done  at  night  ? — They  could  have  movable  lights. 


TUESDAY,  24th  JUNE,  1902. 
Present : 

Sir  W.  Bisret  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 
Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  de  Villiers. 


Mr.  John  Louis  Mitchell  Broicn ,  M.L.A.,  Mr.  Herbert  Herring  (Municipal  Clerk),  and 
Mr.  Richard  Henry  Heicard  (Municipal  Engineer),  of  the  Green  and  Sea  Point 
Municipality,  examined.  /;Mj/SSr# 

[Except  where  otherwise  indicated  the  questions  were  answered  by  Mr.  Brown.' j  '  H\  herring1'"’ 

13311.  Chairman .]  You  are,  Mr.  Brown,  a  member  of  i  he  Municipal  Council  at  and 
Sea  Point,  though  you  are  not  the  Mayor  at  present  ? — That  is  so.  R-  H-  Seuard 

13312.  Can  you  give  us  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  your  Municipality? — I  cannot  24th  June,  1902. 
tell  with  exactitude.  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  a  complete  survey  of  it.  Mr. 

Dunscombe  put  it  down  at  a  certain  figure  in  1891,  but  it  is  very  much  larger  now. 

13313.  According  to  the  figures  of  the  Surveyor-General,  it  is  600  morgen  or  1,200 
acres  in  extent  ? — That  may  be  correct. 

13314.  Is  there  any  commonage  ? — There  is  a  strip  of  ground  running  along  the 
Green  Point  Common,  and  another  small  piece  of  grouud,  which  might  come  under  the 
name  of  commonage,  but,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term,  we  have  no  commonage. 

What  is  known  as  the  Green  Point  Common  belongs  to  the  Cape  Town  Municipality. 

We  only  have  a  strip  of  that  about  50  feet  in  width. 

13315.  Is  your  area  very  much  built  upon  ? — It  is  very  much  built  upon.  Within 
the  past  4  or  5  years,  in  particular,  there  has  been  much  building,  and  now  there  is 
not  very  much  available  upon  the  hill  side. 

13316.  Probably,  therefore,  your  population  is  not  likely  to  materially  increase 
in  the  future  ? — It  will  increase  as  the  building  operations  continue  in  the  direction  of 
the  Kloof  Road.  There  are  still  large  estates  to  be  built  upon.  I  refer  to  the 
Bellwood  Estate  and  the  Le  Sueur  Estate. 

13317.  Generally  speaking,  is  your  area  rather  closely  built  upon,  that  is  to  say, 
are  there  many  open  plots  in  the  Municipality  ? — No.  Properties  have  been  very 
much  cut  up  of  late  on  account  of  the  high  price  of  land  and  there  are  very  few  large 
properties,  except,  perhaps,  on  the  Beach  Road,  which  have  not  been  built  upon,  in 
addition  to  the  places  I  have  mentioned. 

13318.  Your  population  is  mainly  European,  I  believe  ?~Yes,  it  is  mainly 
European  ;  there  is  only  a  very  small  sprinkling  of  the  coloured  population. 

13319.  Is  it  the  case  that  a  very  considerable  proportion  of  your  residents  are 
people  with  business  elsewhere  than  Sea  Point  ? — Nearly  the  whole  of  the  male  popu¬ 
lation  of  Sea  Point  have  their  business  in  Cape  Town.  Within  the  last  year  or  two  a 
number  of  shops  have  been  built  in  the  Municipality,  but,  really,  the  great  bulk  of  our 
residents  are  those  having  businesses  in  Cape  Town,  or,  otherwise,  clerks  who  are  also 
employed  in  Cape  Town  There  are  a  few'  retired  landowners  who  live  there.  We 
have  no  working  population,  and  nothing  in  the  way  of  factories. 

13320.  You  have  no  important  industries  then  ? — We  have  no  industries  at  all. 

We  had  a  Sweet  Manufactory,  but  it  was  burnt  down. 

[G.  21—1902.] 
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J.  L.  .V.  finicn, 
B.  Herring, 
and 

R.  H.  Hetcard. 
C4th  June.  1902. 


13321.  Has  any  effort  been  made  during  the  past  few  years  to  ascertain  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  vour  area? — We  have,  recently,  in  answer  to  a  request  of  the  Government, 
taken  some  steps  in  that  direction. 

]o>22.  Have  you,  as  a  Council,  formed  any  estimate  of  the  number  of  your 
population  ? — We  consider  that  it  is  about  7,000. 

13323.  Has  that  population  grown  steadily  during  recent  years  ? — It  has  grown 
very  much  indeed.  It  was  very  largely  augumented  by  refugees  from  the  Transvaal, 
but  there  are  still  such  large  numbers  who  come  there  to  the  boarding-houses  that  our 
population  has  been  maintained.  There  are  a  number  of  boarding-houses  in  Sea  Point, 
and  many  of  the  clerks  of  Cape  Town  live  there. 

13324.  Is  your  Municipality  constituted  under  the  Act  cf  1882? — Yes,  we  are 
under  the  Scanlen  Act.  We  did  not  become  a  Municipal  Council  until  1896.  Pre¬ 
viously  we  were  not  called  a  Council ;  we  were  simply  styled  Commissioners. 

13325.  Have  you  a  special  Act  of  Incorporation  ? — No,  we  have  no  special  Act. 

13326.  Was  your  area  ever  included  in  the  Cape  Town  Municipality? — Never,  to 
my  knowledge. 

13327.  Was  it  ever  under  what  was  known  as  the  Village  Management  Act  ? — 
Not  that  I  am  aware  of ;  my  knowledge  only  extenls  about  22  years.  Up  to  1896  we 
were  known  as  Commissioners,  and  our  Chairman  as  simply  “  Chairman  of  the 
Commissioners.”  At  that  time  we  came  under  the  Scanlen  Act  by  which  we  became 
a  Council  and  our  Chairman  the  Mayor. 

13328.  Were  you  then  under  the  old  Municipal  Ordinance  ? — It  was  a  special 
Act  of  our  own  which  was  passed  iu  1859.  This  was  afterwards  repealed,  with  the 
exception  of  two  sections  which  retained  our  right  to  water  from  the  Cape  Town 
Council  and  some  other  right.  Then  we  came  under  the  Scanlen  Act. 

13329.  Had  you  any  powers  under  the  old  Act  which  you  did  not  get  under  the 
new  Act  ? — Under  the  old  Act  we  had  hardly  any  powers  at  all.  We  could  assess  no 
rate  without  calling  the  ratepayers  together.  We  were,  in  fact,  entirely  crippled  in 
everyway.  We  could  do  absolutely  nothing  at  all. 

13330.  You  are  in  a  better  position  then  by  reason  of  the  change? — Very  much, 
and  I  may  just  take  this  opportunity  to  say  that  I  noticed  in  the  evidence  given  by 
Mr.  Ball  that  he  complained  very  much  about  our  narrow  streets  and  called  them  lanes, 
and  said  that  it  was  only  an  inducement  for  the  building  of  slum  property.  Our  answer 
is  that  under  the  Act  of  1859  we  were  powerless.  We  could  not  step  in  and  say  to 
anybody  that  they  must  put  up  a  certain  kind  of  property,  and  adhere  to  a  certain 
building  line.  Neither,  when  people  were  dividing  their  property  for  sale  into  building 
plots,  could  we  say  anything  as  to  the  size  of  the  plots ;  they  could  do  as  they  pleased. 
Under  the  powers  which  we  now  have  under  the  Scanlen  Act  and  by  reason  of  resolu¬ 
tions  which  we  have  adopted,  which  have  been  approved  by  the  Governor,  we  do  not 
allow  any  road  of  less  than  30  feet  wide. 

13331.  Would  these  evils  have  been  obviated  if,  before  1859,  you  had  been  a 
part  of  the  (  ape  Town  Municipality  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so.  If  you  look  at  certain 
portions  of  the  Cape  Town  Municipality,  that  is  to  say  in  the  upper  of  the  town,  you 
will  find  that  they  have  a  number  of  narrow  streets.  There  is  no  improvement  to  be 
seen  in  theirs  above  ours  and  I  do  not  think  we  would  have  been  a  bit  better  off  had 
■we  been  under  the  Cape  Town  Corporation.  As  for  the  word  “  slum”  it  can  hardly 
be  applied  to  Sea  Point,  because,  although  there  are  narrow  streets,  we  have  no 
coloured  population  and  all  the  houses  are  occupied  by  respectable  people. 

13332.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  You  had  a  debt  on  the  31st  December  last  amounting  to 
£88,000  ?— Yes. 

13333.  Upon  which  you  are  paying  3^  per  cent,  as  to  £45,500  ;  4  per  cent,  as  to 
£37,500  ;  and  5  per  cent,  on  £5,000  ?  And  against  that  debt  you  shewed  that  you 
had  certain  assets  in  the  amounts  spent  on  improvements,  such  as  main  drainage, 
drainage  ventilators,  service  water  works,  sewer  flushing,  Municipal  Hall,  stables, 
stormwater  drains  and  road  improvements  set  down  at  a  total  of  £83,866  ? — That  is 
«o. 

13334.  May  I  take  it  that  that  represents  the  actual  cost  of  the  works  referred  to  ? 
—Yes. 

13335.  What  would  those  works  be  worth  now  as  actual  assets  ?  Can  you  give  us 
for  instance  any  idea  as  to  the  value  of  your  Town  Hall  ? — I  should  say  that  even  as  it 
stands  now  it  would  be  worth  more  than  the  amount  of  £4,737,  at  which  it  is  set  down. 

13336.  Have  you  had  your  assets  valued  up  to  date  ? — No. 

13337.  And  do  you  think  that  your  stables  are  in  the  same  position  as  the 
Municipal  Hall  in  that  respect  ? — I  consider  that  all  our  buildings  are  worth  more  than 
we  paid  for  them.  Of  course,  with  regard  to  the  other  permanent  works  I  cannot  give 
you  their  value,  but  being  comparatively  new  they  are  not  likely  to  have  lost  much  by 
depreciation  at  present. 
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13338.  Is  the  item  of  £4,717  the  actual  cost  of  your  stock  and  plant,  such  as 
horses,  carts,  furniture,  macadam,  &c.  ? — That  is  taken  at  a  valuation. 

13339.  We  have  made  an  abstract  of  the  accounts  which  you  have  sent  us  for  the 
last  5  years.  By  that  it  would  appear  that  the  total  payments  have  been  £71,004  19s. 
2d.  and  the  receipts  £67,485  14s.  lOd.  ? — Yes. 

13340.  You  started  in  1897  with  an  overdrawn  balance  of  £397  3s.  8d.,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  statement  in  1901  you  had  an  overdrawn  balance  of  £3,196  8s.  Id.  That  is 
irrespective  of  the  balances  on  the  Loans  Account  ? — Yes. 

13341.  That  would  seem  to  shew  that,  practically,  up  to  the  end  of  1900,  your 
receipts  fell  short  by  £3,000  ? — Yes,  that  would  appear  to  be  so. 

13342.  Has  provision  been  made  in  the  year  1902  to  deal  with  this  ? — Of  course, 
in  this  matter  there  were  certain  assets  or  outstanding  liabilities,  as  against  this  £3,000, 
but,  without  going  into  that  matter,  we  have  brought  this  forward,  and  in  the  rate  for 
1902  it  will  be  entirely  swept  away. 

13343.  One  of  the  items  in  your  expenditure  is  that  of  “  Contribution  to  the  Fire 
Brigade  ” — a  contribution  which  was  made  in  the  years  1898  and  1899 — of  £50  and 
£66  respectively.  In  1900  that  payment  ceased.  Was  that  a  contribution  to  the  Cape 
Town  Fire  Brigade  ? — Yes ;  that  payment  had  been  made  ever  since  I  can  remember. 
I  know  that  under  the  old  Municipality  we  gave  them  £50  per  year,  and  for  that 
amount  they  agreed  to  send  their  engines  from  town  in  the  event  of  a  fire  at  Sea  Point. 

13344.  We  had  it,  in  evidence  given  by  a  Cape  Town  witness,  that  that  under¬ 
taking  on  the  part  of  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  was  withdrawn  owing  to  the  Sea 
Point  Council  declining  to  pay  for  a  post  which  was  put  up  from  which  an  alarm  of 
fire  could  be  given  ?— That  is  not  exactly  the  case.  We  would  have  been  quite  willing 
to  go  on  under  the  old  system,  but  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  required  us  to  under¬ 
take  certain  work  in  connection  with  fire  service  within  our  Municipality.  They 
asked  us  to  erect  a  suitable  sub-station  and  pay  the  Corporation  for  the  upkeep  of  the 
necessary  appliances  which  would  be  required.  We  thought  that  if  we  had  to  build  a 
station  at  Three  Anchor  Bay,  which  would  also  be  available  for  the  Cape  Town  area, 
it  might  be  such  an  expense  that  it  would  be  a  question  whether  it  would  not  be  really 
worth  while  having  our  own  Fire  Brigade ; ,  consequently  the  arrangements  with  Cape 
Town  broke  down. 

13345.  Has  Sea  Point  made  any  arrangements  of  its  own  ? — At  present  the 
Council  have  not  made  any  arrangements.  We  have  had  it  under  consideration,  and 
we  had  the  matter  in  view  when  we  arranged  our  salt  water  pumping  station  at  Three 
Anchor  Bay.  We  have  a  tank  with  a  capacity  of  40,000  gallons  at  the  top  of 
Glengariff  Road  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  hydrants  connected  with  the 
main  from  this  tank  to  be  placed  along  the  main  road  and  these  could  be  utilised 
in  the  case  of  fire.  At  present  we  have  no  actual  provision  against  fire. 

13346.  Is  this  water  carried  along  the  main  road  ? — Yes,  the  mains  are  there  and 
it  only  requires  the  hydrants  to  be  erected. 

13347.  During  this  period  of  2  years  in  which  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point  have 
been  unprotected,  have  there  been  any  fires  ? — There  have  been  two  or  thiee  fires. 

13348.  And  what  has  happened  ?  Have  they  been  allowed  to  burn  themselves 
out  ? — Yes,  that  is  what  has  happened.  The  biggest  fire  was  the  Sweet  Factory  and 
that  burnt  itself  completely  out.  During  the  22  years  in  which  I  have  lived  in  the 
Municipality  I  do  not  think  I  remember  more  than  five  or  six  fires.  We  have  been 
very  fortunate  in  that  respect,  but,  of  course,  in  those  days  we  were  not  so  crowded  as 
we  are  now.  The  buildings  too  were  of  a  different  character.  I  must  say  that  now  I 
look  forward  with  some  apprehension  to  the  way  in  which  buildings  are  being  run  up 
and  crowded,  and  consider  that  we  shall  have  more  fires  in  the  future  than  we  have  had 
in  the  past. 

13349.  Have  the  Council  got  this  matter  under  consideration,  or  are  they  satisfied 
to  allow  the  fires  to  burn  themselves  out  ? — No,  they  are  not  satisfied  to  allow  the  fires 
to  burn  themselves  out.  You  see  the  real  danger  is  not  so  much  danger  to  property 
because  everyone  can  insure  his  property  against  fire,  but  there  is  a  danger  to  life,  and 
that  must  be  considered. 

13350.  Do  the  Sea  Point  people  have  to  pay  a  higher  rate  of  insurance  than  Cape 
Town  people  owing  to  their  unprotected  state  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  they  have.  A 
new  tariff  had  been  recently  brought  forward  but  I  do  not  think  that  will  alter 
matters.  I  think  that,  for  dwelling  houses,  the  rate  in  Sea  Point  is  the  same  as  the 
rate  in  Cape  Town. 

13351.  I  see  under  the  head  of  “  Expenditure  ”  an  item  of  £323  for  “  Beach 
Account.”  Can  you  tell  us  what  the  nature  of  that  expenditure  is? — We  employ  a 
man,  and  sometimes  two  men,  who  are  called  beach  overseers,  whose  duty  is  to  see  that 
the  beach  is  kept  in  order.  Frequently  after  storms  seaweed  comes  up  cn  to  the 
beach,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  beach  overseer  to  see  that  it  is  buried  or  carted  away. 
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13352.  I  see  that  this  expenditure  of  £323  is  spread  over  five  years.  Has  the 
work  been  successfully  carried  out  for  that  sum  ? — Well,  it  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  Our 
beaoh  extends  from  Three  Anohor  Bay  right  round  to  the  end  of  Sea  Cliff.  In  former 
times  a  great  many  private  drains  rau  do?vn  from  the  houses  to  the  sea,  but,  since  we 
have  had  our  drainage  works  put  in,  these  drains  have  been  removed  and, 
comparatively  speaking,  the  beach  is  now  clean.  Sometimes  I  think  we  might  have  a 
a  little  better  oversight  of  the  beach. 

13353.  I  see  that  under  the  same  heading  of  “  Beach  Account,”  you  have  receipts 
amounting  to  £177  4s.  6d.  ? — Yes  ;  that  is  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  sand  and  shell 
gravel.  We  formerly  used  to  get  a  much  better  revenue  under  that  head,  but,  owing 
to  the  people  who  removed  this  sand  and  shell  gravel  digging  holes  and  making  the 
beach  unsightly,  and  also  offensive  by  reason  of  the  sea  weed  getting  into  the  holes 
and  decaying,  we  were  very  much  opposed  to  p-iving  permits  for  the  removal  of  the 
sand.  Now,  the  permits  are  limited  to  a  load  or  two  occasionally,  for  private  work. 

13354.  Henoe  the  fall  from  £50  per  annum  to  less  than  £10  per  annum? — 
That  is  so. 

13355.  What  are  these  two  items  of  expenditure,  “Estate  of  Le  Sueur  £17  10s.” 
and  “H.  A.  Gibls  £45  ”  ? — Gibbs  is  a  clerk  in  our  offices  and  that  is  an  item  of  salary. 
(Mr.  Herring.)  With  respect  to  the  Le  Sueur  account  :  when  the  water  works  were 
taken  over,  the  Le  Sueur  Estate  had  the  right  to  a  certain  quantity  per  annum. 
We  acquired  that  right  by  purchase  and  that  amount  of  £17  10s.  was  one  year’s 
payment  plus  the  legal  expenses  of  drawing  the  deeds. 

13356.  Where  is  the  other  expenditure  under  that  heading? — (Mr.  Herring.)  It 
is  in  the  yearly  vote  for  waterworks. 

13357.  The  total  amount  spent  on  your  waterworks  has  apparently  been  £7.895  4s. 
8d  ? — Yes,  hut  that  is  only  with  regard  to  the  water  used  for  Municipal  purposes,  such 
as  for  flushing  the  drains,  watering  the  roads,  and  water  supply  to  the  stables.  It  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  ordinary  water  supply  to  the  inhabitants. 

13358.  On  drainage  and  sewerage  you  have  spent  £50,386  18s.  7d.  and  have  an 
unexpended  balance  of  £1,903  Is.  5d.  ? — Yes. 

13359.  Is  that  balance  sufficient  to  pay  your  liabilities  in  connection  with  the 
scheme  and  close  the  matter  off  without  any  further  loan  ? — (Mr.  Herring.)  This 
£l,90C  is  not  actually  cash  in  hand,  but  it  represents  a  large  number  of  pipes  and  other 
things.  (Mr.  Brown.)  Of  course  there  is  no  finality  to  drainage — I  mean  at  present — 
because,  as  the  Municipality  extends,  more  works  will  be  required.  We  shall  have  to 
go  to  the  Bellwood  Estate  where  a  large  number  of  houses  are  going  up. 

13360.  Do  you  intend  to  cover  that  out  of  your  annual  revenue  or  raise  another 
loan  ? — We  shall  have  to  borrow  more  money  to  do  the  work;  we  are  not  proposing  to 
pay  it  out  of  the  rates. 

13361.  Chairman .]  Under  the  heading  of  “Interest”  I  find  that  you  have  loans 
at  3  5,  4,  and  5  per  cent.  Of  these  loans,  which  was  the  one  last  raised  ? — The  one  at 
4  per  cent.  I  may  mention  with  regard  to  this  loan  of  £5,000  at  5  per  cent.,  we  wanted 
money  for  a  certain  work  at  a  time  when  the  money  market  was  tight  and  the 
Municipality  could  not  borrow  money  with  any  great  facility,  so  that  this  loan  was 
given  to  a  private  individual. 

13362.  Has  anything  been  done  in  the  matter  of  a  Sinking  Fund  to  meet  these 
loans  ?— I  am  sorry  to  say  we  have' not  yet  been  able  to  do  anything. 

13363.  Under  the  expenditure  heading  I  notice  that  you  have  “  Wages  ”  entered 
for  1897  and  1898  and  then  the  item  suddenly  breaks  off.  What  is  the  reason  for 
that  ?--In  1897  and  1898  the  wages  were  all  lumped  together  in  one  account,  but  then 
we  found  that  it  would  he  a  better  cheek  on  the  expenditure,  in  regard  to  keeping  it 
within  the  estimate  of  revenue,  if  we  distributed  the  wages  over  the  various  works,  so 
that  now  when  a  man  is  engaged  on  a  certain  work  his  wages  are  debited  to  that  work. 

13364.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  What  is  this  matter  of  “  pension  ”  ? — That  was  a  pension 
which  was  granted  to  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Solomon  some  years  ago.  We  have  of 
course  no  power  now  to  grant  pensions.  This  was  granted  at  a  meeting  of  ratepayers 
before  we  came  under  the  Scanlen  Act.  The  pension  was  not  one  of  £75  per  annum 
as  would  appear  from  this  statement,  but  one  of  £150  per  annum.  I  cannot  explain 
why  it  figures  as  only  £75  per  annum. 

13365.  Chairman.~\  I  see  an  item  under  the  head  of  “  Scavenging,”  which  begins 
with  £20  1  78.  lid.  in  1898  and  reache-,  h}r  rapid  increases,  the  amount  of  £4,071  3s. 
lid.  in  1901.  What  are  the  reasons  for  this  sudden  increase? — This  matter  of 
scavenging  is  one  that  has  caused  considerable  discussion  in  the  Council.  We  were 
very  much  alarmed  at  the  proportions  to  which  it  had  grown,  especially  since  189a. 
The  increase  is,  of  course,  largely  due  to  the  increase  of  population,  and  then  the 
increase  for  1901  is  a  special  one,  as  the  amount  of  scavenging  done  in  that  year  was 
far  in  excess  of  the  ordinary  scavenging,  in  consequenoo  of  the  plague.  Before  the 
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refugees  came  to  Sea  Point,  the  ordinary  boarding-house  did  not  have  a  very  large 
number  of  inhabitants,  but,  with  the  influx  of  the  refugees,  these  places  became  terribly 
overcrowded,  and  we  had  a  great  deal  more  refuse  to  take  away  from  them  than 
before. 

13366.  What  do  you  include  under  the  head  of  scavenging  ? — We  included  the 
collection  of  house  refuse  under  the  head  of  scavenging  in  i 90 1 . 

13367.  Do  you  propose  to  continue  that  large  expenditure  or  will  it  decrease  ? — 
We  are  reducing  it.  By  the  erection  of  a  tip,  by  means  of  a  little  tramway  which 
runs  the  refuse  from  the  cart  out  to  sea,  we  are  materially  reducing  the  expenditure. 
It  was  very  much  larger  when  we  had  to  dig  trenches  and  bury  it. 

13368.  I  notice  that  the  expenditure  on  the  item  of  plant  has  very  much  increased 
since  1898  ? — Yes,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  to  go  on  increasing.  We  are  doing  this  work 
ourselves  and,  of  course,  have  to  continue  increasing  our  plant. 

13369.  Mr.  Gurney']  Is  your  refuse  all  tipped  into  the  sea  ? — Yes,  we  have  built 
a  little  tramway  on  the  rocks  and  that  carries  the  refuse  out  to  sea.  Formerly  the 
expenditure  was  very  great.  We  had  to  take  the  refuse  out  of  the  cart  in  wheel¬ 
barrows  and  wheel  it  away  to  the  trenches  which  we  had  dug  for  it.  Now  all  that  we 
do  is  to  tip  the  cart  into  one  of  these  trucks  which  is  run  out  to  sea,  where  it  shoots  its 
contents  into  the  waves. 

13370.  That  is  surely  not  a  very  attractive  feature  of  a  sea  side  resort  ?  -  As  far 
as  experience  has  shewn,  there  is  very  little  nuisance  connected  with  this  system.  It 
goes  into  the  sea  and  never  returns  except  perhaps,  in  some  instances,  a  few  tins  return, 
and  even  they  come  back  clean. 

13ii71.  Does  that  work  of  removing  these  tins  come  within  the  province  of  the 
beach  overseer? — They  do  not  come  up  on  the  beach  at  all.  The  tip  is  right  out  upon 
the  rocks.  The  tipping  is  done  at  low  water  and  when  the  tide  comes  in  it  carries 
everything  away  and  nothing  gets  upon  the  beach  proper.  The  collection  of  the  tins 
that  come  back  is  included  in  the  expenditure  of  house  refuse  or  scavenging. 

13372.  Chairman.]  It  has  been  stated  that  some  objection  has  been  raised  to 
this  tipping  site  on  account  of  the  odours.  Have  the  Councillors  any  idea  of  that  ? — 
It  is  a  most  difficult  thing  to  find  out  the  actual  facts.  I  cannyt  state  personally  that 
odours  do  arise  from  the  tipping  site.  I  live  a  very  great  distance  away  and  therefore, 
from  personal  experience,  I  can  say  nothing.  Complaints  have  been  made.  When 
we  first  put  the  refuse  there  and  buried  it,  there  was  a  very  great  odour,  in  fact  it 
became  such  a  nuisance  that  Mr.  Steytler  obtained  an  interdict  in  the  Supreme  Court 
against  us. 

13373.  Mr  Gurney.]  On  what  ground  did  the  Municipality  feel  itself  justified 
in  paying  £104  to  the  Town  Guard  out  of  the  Municipal  funds  ? — It  may  have  been 
an  ardent  spirit  of  patriotism. 

13374.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  anything  in  the  Act  that  covers  that  expendi¬ 
ture  ? — It  may  have  come  out  of  something  other  than  rates. 

13375.  Chairman.]  Did  you  perhaps  consider  it  as  a  sort  of  extra  police  ? — 
Perhaps  it  might  have  been  put  under  that  heading. 

13376.  With  respect  to  the  provision  of  water  to  the  inhabitants  of  Green  Point 
and  Sea  Point :  I  believe  that  your  supply  comes  from  Cape  Town  ? — Our  entire 
supply  to  the  inhabitants  comes  from  Cape  Town  by  virtue  of  an  Act  by  which  we  are 
placed  in  the  exact  position  of  the  ratepayers  of  Cape  Town.  They  have  to  supply 
our  ratepayers  at  the  same  price  as  their  own. 

13377.  Have  you  any  independent  source  of  supply? — We  have  a  small  reser¬ 
voir  which  we  purchased  from  the  old  Sea  Point  Water  Works  Company,  the  Muni¬ 
cipality  exercising  its  right  of  purchase  under  the  original  agreement  with  the 
Company.  It  is  a  small  supply  which  we  utilise  usually  for  flushing  and  road 
watering  purposes.  The  inhabitants,  themselves,  do  not  receive  any  for  household 
purposes.  It  is  a  very  small  supply,  quite  inadequate  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Municipality.  When  we  started  with  it  we  could  only  convey  the  water  to  Three 
Anchor  Bay  and  even,  at  that  time,  many  of  the  people  used  to  get  their  water  from 
Cape  Town  and  use  the  Sea  Point  water  simply  for  garden  purposes.  We  never 
had  a  sufficient  supply  for  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants,  and  it  would  be  hopeless  now 
to  consider  attempting  anything  ot  the  sort. 

13378.  Does  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  supply  you  by  bulk  or  does  it  supply 
the  individual  consumer  separately  ?— The  supply  is  to  the  individual  consumer 
exactly  the  same  as  if  ho  lived  in  Cape  Town. 

13379.  Does  the  consumer  pay  the  water  charge  to  Cape  Town  or  to  you? — To 
Cape  Town  direct.  The  whole  machinery  is  in  Cape  Town. 

13380.  If  there  is  any  complaint  to  be  made  by  a  Green  and  Sea  Point  consumer, 
to  whom  does  he  make  it  ? — He  has  to  make  it  direct  to  Leadquarteis  in  Cape  Town. 
During  the  season  of  the  scarcity  of  water  a  few  months  ago,  when  oomplaints  were  so 
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Me»«n  numerous  and  required  dealing  with  promptly,  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town 

■  *.;  ']f;. ‘  "  arranged  with  us  that  complaints  might  be  received  at  the  Sea  Point  Municipal 

and'  *  Office.  The  usual  thing  is  that,  if  you  are  short  of  water,  you  go  to  the  Town  Plouse 

ii.  H<\c,v  in  Cape  Town  and  make  your  complaint. 

_ub  j~  l9o;  13381.  Have  you  suffered  much  from  scarcity  of  water  in  recent  years  ? — During 
the  water  famine  of  a  few  months  ago  we  suffered  somewhat  considerably.  There  was 
such  a  scarcity  and  the  complaints  were  so  numerous  that  we  formed  a  deputation  and 
waited  upon  the  Cape  Town  Council.  They  informed  us  that  they  had  only  sufficient 
water  to  supply  the  consumers  for  a  month  or  six  weeks.  We  in  Sea  Point  got  so 
alarmed  in  consequence  that  we  went  to  the  expense  of  getting  a  small  gas  engine,  at  a 
cost  of  about  £300,  to  pump  water  into  our  reservoir  so  that  we  could  give  a  supply  to 
a  great  many  people  to  enable  them  to  flush  their  closets.  When  we  asked  the  Cape 
Town  (  ouncil  to  pay  us  for  our  outlay,  which  really  was  a  case  of  coming  to  their 
assistance,  we  did  not  get  a  very  favourable  reply. 

13382.  Is  your  supply  on  the  dribble  system  with  storage  by  means  of  tanks  ? — 1 

Yes. 

13383.  What  is  the  justification  of  that  system,  do  you  think  ? — I  really  do  not 
know.  There  has  been  a  lot  of  opposition  to  it.  Our  late  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Pear¬ 
son,  wrote  very  strongly  against  the  evils  of  the  dribble  system  and  the  tanks.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  a  great  deal  of  sickness  is  caused  by  foul  tanks.  We  have  no  power  to 
send  an  inspector  round  to  examine  these  tanks. 

13384.  The  water  supplied  is  unfiltered,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

13385.  And  is  it  the  case  that  sometimes  the  private  supply  pipes  become  choked 
with  sand? — Yery  frequently. 

13386.  And  the  water  runs  very  feebly  into  the  tank,  I  presume  ? — Yery. 

13387.  Then  might  not  that  be  the  explanation  for  householders  wishing  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  dribble  system  so  that  they  can  store  their  water,  and  get  it  when,  otherwise, 
there  might  be  a  failure  in  the  supply  ? — That  might  be  so,  but  as  soon  as  a  man  finds 
that  his  pipe  is  choked  he  sends  to  Cape  Town  and  the  pipe  is  opened  again. 

13388.  Will  they  always  come  when  they  are  asked  ? — Yes,  I  have  found  no  diffi¬ 
culty  in  getting  my  complaints  redressed  upon  application. 

13389.  It  has  been  represented  that  one  reason  why  the  dribble  system  is  adhered 
to  by  many  ratepayers  is  that  the  pipes  tend  to  become  blocked  by  sand  or  other 
detritus,  and  they  fear  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  getting  a  good  running  stream  of 
water  to  their  houses  ? — (Mr.  Reward.)  It  is  net  the  pipe  that  blocks.  There  are  two 
taps  to  each  connection.  The  first  one  is  turned  on,  but  the  second  is  blocked  by  a 
plug  which  bears  a  very  small  hole  through  which  the  water  dribbles  at  the  rate  of  100 
or  200  gallons  per  day,  according  to  the  quantity  that  is  paid  for.  It  is  that  small 
hole  which  is  liable  to  be  blocked  with  the  sediment  from  the  main. 

13390.  Is  there  any  way  of  scouring  these  pipes? — (Mr.  Reward)  The  mains 
can  be  kept  clean. 

13391.  Is  it  ever  done  ? — (Mr.  Reward .)  That  is  Cape  Town’s  business  ;  I  cannot 
say. 

13392.  May  not  the  householder  clear  a  block  in  his  pipe  ? — No,  the  householder 
is  not  allowed  to  touch  the  pipe. 

13393.  This  small  plug,  and  the  liability  of  its  being  blocked,  practically  compels 
the  householder  to  continue  the  use  of  a  tank  ?— Yes.  If  there  was  no  tank  a  man 
would  have  to  wait  half  an  hour  for  his  bath  to  be  filled  through  the  small  dribble  hole. 

13394.  Have  you  any  scheme,  or  any  proposition,  for  increasing  your  water 
supply  ? — No,  we  are  entirely  dependent  upon  Cape  Town. 

13395.  Do  you  anticipate  that  your  consumption  of  water  will  increase  consider¬ 
ably  within  a  measurable  distance  of  time? — I  think  it  will  materially  increase. 

13396.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of  water  drawn  by  your  suburbs  from 
Cape  Town  ? — In  1901  the  consumption  of  water  for  domestic  purposes  was  ^44,450 
gallons  per  diem. 

13397.  Is  that  an  estimate  of  actual  consumption  or  is  it  an  estimate  based  on 
what  has  been  actually  paid  for  ? — I  cannot  say  ;  the  figures  are  taken  from  the  Cape 
Town  books. 

13398.  Is  there  any  considerable  quantity  of  water  used  for  building  purposes  ? — 
It  i?  estimated  that  10,900  gallons  per  day  is  used  for  building  purposes. 

13399.  And  for  other  purposes? — For  street  watering  purposes  19,000  gallons  per 
day  are  used.  The  total  consumption  of  water  is  2,753,600  gallons,  exclusive  of  the  salt 
water  supply  of  40,000  gallons  per  day. 

13400.  In  the  summer  time  are  there  many  complaints  about  the  scarcity  of  water 
for  domestic  and  garden  purposes  ? — It  was  only  last  year  that  there  was  any  serious 
complaint.  There  would  be  ample  water  supply  if  we  were  really  getting  the  quantity 
of  water  paid  for.  We  do  not  always  get  what  we  pay  for. 
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13401.  Do  you  think  that  the  demand  for  water  is  likely  to  increase  in  the  Messrs, 
future  ? — Yes,  very  shortly  it  will  increase  because  there  are  a  number  of  houses  being  J-  ^  M 
erected  and  a  number  more  will  shortly  be  erected. 

13402.  Do  you  think  that  the  demand  for  water  for  gardening  purposes  is  likely 
to  increase  ? — Yes,  because  nearly  every  house  has  its  own  little  plot  of  garden. 

13403.  What  do  you  consider  the  maximum  that  should  lie  provided  for  Green 
and  Sea  Point  ? — It  is  very  difficult  indeed  to  say. 

13404.  Do  you  think  that  the  demand  is  likely  to  be  doubled  within  the  next  10 
years? — I  would  not  care  to  say  that,  but  I  think  that  rhere  will  be  an  increase  of 
between  50  and  60  per  cent.  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  more  than  that  unless  we  agree 
to  allow  the  building  of  a  number  of  small  tenements,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  done. 

13405.  Then  your  prospective  needs  in  regard  to  water  are  not  of  any  great 
magnitude  ? — No ;  I  do  not  think  that  they  are  very  pressing. 

13406.  Mr.  Gurney .]  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  Green  and  Sea  Point  people  are  on 
exactly  the  same  footing  as  Cape  Town  people  for  water,  except  that  they  are  not 
responsible  for  the  debt  incurred  in  its  supply  as  the  Cape  Town  people  are  ? — That 
is  so. 


13407.  Then  they  have  an  advantage  in  that  respect? — Yes,  but  still  they  have 
the  disadvantage  also  that  whereas  Cape  Town  is  making  a  profit  from  its  water, 
which  goes  to  assist  the  general  revenue,  we  do  not  participate  in  any  profit. 

13408.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  profit  derived  from  the  water  supply  by  Cape 
Town  is  not  derived  from  the  charge  to  private  consumers  but  from  the  shipping  ? — So 
it  is  said,  but  I  was  always  under  the  impression  that  the  water  was  a  very  paying 
concern. 

13409.  For  all  practical  purposes,  as  regards  water,  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point 
are  a  part  of  Cape  Town  now  ? — Yes. 

13410.  Chairman.']  Can  you  give  us  the  number  of  bouses  in  your  Municipality  ? — 
(Mr.  Herring.)  There  are  1,192  houses  of  which  1,114  were  supplied  with  water  in 
1901.  The  difference  is  accounted  for  by  the  new  houses  erected  in  the  past  year.  As 
soon  as  a  house  is  built  it  is  supplied  with  water. 

13411.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Is  every  house  compelled  to  take  a  supply  ? — Yes, 
compulsorily. 

13412.  Who  has  the  right  to  compel  them? — (Mr.  Herring.)  We  have  the 
right  under  our  Act  to  compel  people  to  take  an  adequate  water  supply. 

13413.  Mr.  Stewart.]  Have  you  formed  any  idea  about  the  advisability  of  substi¬ 
tuting  a  direct  supply  from  the  water  pipes  in  place  of  the  existing  dribble  system  ? 
— I  cannot  say  that  I  am  competent  to  give  any  information,  as  I  really  have  not 
gone  into  it. 

13414.  With  reference  to  the  water  famine  of  last  summer,  on  what  grounds  did 
the  Cape  Town  people  reduce  your  supply  ?  Was  it  entirely  on  the  grouud  that  they 
had  not  enough  water  ? — Yes. 

13415.  It  was  not  purely  a  local  dearth  of  water  at  Sea  Point  owing  to  the 
insufficiency  of  the  pipes?— No,  it  was  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  water  generally. 

13416.  Was  that  reduction  in  the  supply  a  justifiable  one  as  far  ns  you  know? — 
We  hardly  thought  that  it  was,  because,  after  we  had  gone  to  the  expense  of  buying 
the  engine  I  have  spoken  of,  on  the  understanding  that  there  was  only  enough  water 
for  another  month  or  six  weeks  supply,  we  found  that  even  before  the  rain  came  people 
were  getting  their  water  just  the  same  as  before.  I  do  not  think  that  the  really  serious 
water  famine  lasted  for  more  than  about  three  weeks. 

13417.  You  do  not  know  that  at  the  end  of  the  dry  season  Cape  Town  had 
practically  two  months’  supply  still  in  store  ? — That  was  in  the  papers,  but  when  we 
went,  as  a  deputation,  to  the  Town  Council  we  were  informed  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Water  Woiks  Committee  that  they  had  barely  six  weeks  supply  left.  We  were  very 
anxious  about  the  situation  and  did  all  we  could  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  the  Cape 
Town  supply. 

13418.  You  referred  to  sand  blocking  up  the  pipe.  That  is  surely  not  a  difficulty 
that  you  would  expect  to  occur  if  you  bad  an  ordinary  stop  cock  which  you  could  turn 
full  on  ?— No. 

13419.  Then  it  is  merely  another  difficulty,  amongst  the  many,  arising  out  of  the 
dribble  system  ? — That  is  so. 


13420.  Mr.  De  I  illiem.]  Has  Cape  Town  ever  levied  a  rate  upon  you  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  their  water  works  ? — Not  that  I  remember. 


13421.  They  have  the  right  to  do  so  under  the  Act  of  1893,  have  they  not?— I 
do  not  think  so.  I  certainly  do  not  remember  that  we  ever  had  a  rate  levied  upon 
us. 
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13422.  The  sections  118,  119  and  120  of  Act  26  of  1893  read  as  follows : — 

118.  “  The  inhabitants  of  the  Municipality  of  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point 
shall  have  the  right,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  be  furnished  and  provided  from  the 
waterworks  now  existing,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  made,  erected  or  provided, 
for  supplying  water  to  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Town,  with  a  supply  of  water 
in  the  same  proportions,  on  the  same  terms,  at  the  same  rates,  under 
the  sane  obligations  and  under  the  same  regulations,  in,  on,  at,  and  under 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Town  shall  for  the  time  being  have,  or  be  entitled 
to  have  water  supplied  to  them  ;  and  subject  always  to  the  payment  of  the 
rates  which  by  the  terms  of  this  Act  the  Council  have  power  to  levy  upon  the 
immovable  property  within  the  Municipality  of  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point;  and 
in  consideration  of  such  water  rates  to  be  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Munici¬ 
pality  of  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point  as  aforesaid,  the  Council  shall,  and  they  are 
hereby  required  to  provide,  keep  in  good  order  and  repair,  a  main  pipe  extending 
from  the  said  waterworks  as  far  as  the  main  pipe  by  which  water  is  now  supplied 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point  at  present  extends,  for  the  due 
supply  of  water  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Municipality  of  Green  Point  and  Sea 
Point. 

119.  The  Council  shall  in  the  month  of  January  in  every  year  make 
and  frame  a  true  and  accurate  account  in  writing  showing  the  actual  cost 
of  the  Municipal  Waterworks  with  its  appurtenances  and  appliances  for 
the  supply  of  water  calculated  up  to  the  31st  day  of  December  then 
last  past.  When  such  account  has  been  framed  a  statement  shall  be  prepared 
with  a  view  to  estimating  the  sum  which  will  be  required  for  water  supply  and 
waterworks  for  the  then  current  year.  In  preparing  such  statement  the  Council 
shall  add  together  the  amount  of  the  interest  on  the  actual  cost  aforesaid,  calcu¬ 
lated  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  and  a  fair  and  reasonable  amount  as  an  allowance 
for  depreciation.  From  the  sum  of  these  amounts  shall  be  deducted  all  revenue 
derived  during  the  year  last  past  from  the  sale  of  water  by  the  Council  in  the 
Municipalities  of  Cape  Town  and  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point,  and  the  deficiency 
found  shall  be  the  estimate  of  the  sum  required  for  the  purposes  of  water  supply 
and  waterworks  during  the  then  current  year. 

120.  The  estimate  arrived  at  in  the  last  preceding  section  shall  then  be 
divided  in  the  proportion  which  the  true  and  just  valuation  of  the  irnmovahle 
property  in  the  Municipality  bears  to  the  true  and  just  valuation  of  the  immovable 
property  in  the  Municipality  of  Green  Point  and.  Sea  Point.  When  by  this 
means  the  fair  proportion  of  moneys  required  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  latter 
Municipality  has  been  obtained,  it  shall  be  lawful  and  competent  for  the  Council  to 
impose  and  levy  a  rate  on  the  valuation  of  all  immovable  property  in  the  Munici¬ 
pality  of  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point  sufficient  to  cover  such  fair  proportion  ; 
provided  always  that  such  rate  shall  never  in  any  one  year  exceed  three-fourths 
of  a  penny  in  the  £  upon  such  valuation,  and  that  if  it  be  necessary  to  levy  a  rate 
the  Council  shall  never  be  required  to  levy  a  rate  of  less  than  one-eighth  of  a 
penny  in  the  £. 

So  that  you  see  they  have  the  power  to  levy  this  rat©  ? — I  believe  now,  that, 
Borne  years  ago,  they  did  levy  a  small  rate  upon  us  and,  as  far  as  my  memory  serves 
me,  an  objection  wn3  taken  to  it.  For  several  years  past  now  there  has  been  no  rate. 

13423.  Mr.  Gurney,~\  I  suppose  you  would  contend  that  the  power  to  levy  the 
rate  is  only  given  in  the  event  of  Cape  Town  having  a  deficiency  ?  Quite  so. 

13424.  Chairman .]  I  see  from  the  memorandum  with  which  we  lave  been 
furnished  that  you  say  your  drainage  scheme  is  practically  complete  and,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  all  the  houses  are  connected  ?  —  There  are  very  few  indeed  which  are 
unconnected  with  the  drainage  system.  I  believe  there  are  only  9  houses  still 
undrained. 

13425.  Will  these  be  attended  to  in  the  future? — Ultimately,  hut  they  are  at 
present  very  outlying  places.  You  may  say  that  they  are  self-contained  and  there  is 
no  nuisance  connected  with  their  sanitary  arrangements. 

13426.  You  have  carried  out  your  drainage  scheme  under  compulsory  powers  ? 
You  worked  under  an  Act  which  gave  you  powers  to  compel  every  householder  to 
connect  ? — Yes,  by  virtue  of  resolutions  of  the  ratepayers,  from  time  to  time,  we  have 
promulgated  certain  regulations  which  have  of  course  obtained  the  sanction  of  the 
Governor  and  these  have  given  us  ample  powers. 

13427.  Your  Act  was  passed  in  1896  or  1897,  was  it  not  ? — 1896 :  and  I  may 
say,  in  this  connection,  that  it  would  be  one  of  the  greatest  of  boons  to  this  Colony  if 
we  could  get  someone  to  consolidate  the  Municipal  Acts  of  the  Colony.  There  are  a 
large  number  of  them  at  present. 
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13428.  I  see  that  on  the  collection  of  refuse  you  have  spent  a  large  sum  of 
money.  Will  you  please  explain  your  system  of  refuse  collection  ? — The  refuse  is 
collected  from  house  to  house  by  carts.  The  collection  is  daily,  except  in  summer 
time  when  there  are  sometimes  two  collections  per  day.  The  normal  collection, 
however,  is  one  per  day.  When  the  carts  are  full  they  are  covered  with  tarpaulins 
and  the  refuse  is  carted  down  to  the  beach  and  tipped  into  trucks  which  are  run  along 
the  tramway  and  emptied  into  the  sea.  Before  our  drainage  system  was  in  rder  the 
system  of  nig'htsoil  collection  was  a  very  unpleasant  one.  To  get  thorough  the  work 
in  time  it  had  to  be  begun  at  8  o’clock  in  the  evening  which  was  very  unpleasant  to 
anyone  out  of  doors  at  that  time.  That  system  of  collection  has  now  been  entirely 
done  away  with. 

13429.  What  portion  of  the  expenditure  of  £4,000  has  been  devoted  to  street 
sweeping  collection  ? — (Mr.  Howard.)  The  collection  of  house  refuse  cost  nearly 
£3,000  out  of  the  total.  In  1901  we  had  some  very  heavy  storms  and  as  our  kerbing 
and  guttering  was  not  completed,  to  cany  off  the  stormwater,  a  large  quantity  of 
material  was  swept  down  on  to  the  main  road  by  the  rain  after  every  storm,  and  we 
had  to  clear  off  large  quantities  of  it  at  considerable  expense.  (Mr.  Brown.)  The 
Councillors  themselves  thought  that  there  ought  to  be  a  division  made  in  the  two  items 
of  expenditure.  We  anticipate  that  there  will  be  a  reduction  next  year.  The  estimate 
is  that  £2,500  will  be  spent  in  collecting  house  refuse  and  about  £1,000  for  street 
sweepings.  (Mr.  Howard. )  So  far  we  have  kept  within  the  estimate. 

13430.  In  the  matter  of  provision  for  stormwater  drainage.  Do  you  consider 
that  the  work  you  have  now  under  way  and  which  you  expect  will  be  completed  in 
about  another  year  will  be  all  the  work  that  you  will  be  required  to  do  ? — (Mr. 
He  ward)  No. 

13431.  What  is  your  provision  for  stormwater  drainage? — (Mr.  Heward.)  We 
have  put  in  gulley  pits  and  pipes  to  carry  water  across  the  road.  We  have  no  under¬ 
ground  storm  water  system  ;  it  is  all  surface  drainage. 

13432.  And  there  is  no  drain  for  collecting  this  water?  Only  the  street  gutters. 

13433.  Where  does  the  water  run  down  from  the  sides  of  the  mountain  ? — It 
comes  down  by  the  hill-side  roads.  Each  brings  its  own  share  of  the  water.  There  is 
no  doubt  that,  later  on,  a  stormwater  underground  system  will  have  to  be  provided. 

13434.  Does  not  the  How  down  the  streets  damage  them  every  time  that  there  is 
a  storm  ? — Yes,  and  the  more  houses  erected  the  more  the  water  is  concentrated. 

13435.  Have  plans  been  provided  for  an  underground  stormwater  system  ? — 
None  whatever. 

13436.  Will  it  be  an  expensive  system  to  carry  out  ? — Yres,  I  think  it  will.  All 
the  Green  Point  water  will  have  to  go  to  Three  Anchor  Bay  ;  but  still  I  do  not  think 
it  will  be  so  costly  as  a  system  would  for  some  of  the  other  Municipalities,  because 
we  would  be  able  to  run  an  open  culvert  right  aloDg  the  common. 

13437.  Is  property  ever  in  danger  of  stormwater? — No. 

i3438.  Are  houses  ever  flooded  by  it  ? — No. 

13439.  Dr.  Gregory  ]  Where  is  the  outfall  for  your  sewage  ? — At  the  bottom  of 
Norfolk  Hoad. 

13440.  How  far  from  the  Cape  Town  outfall  ? — About  a  mile.  The  Cape  Town 
outfall  is  near  the  Flash  Lighthouse. 

(From  this  point  3fr.  Howard  answered  the  questions.) 

13441.  Is  your  outfall  on  a  promontory  or  is  it  in  a  bay  ? — On  a  promontory. 

13442.  How  far  to  sea  does  it  run  ? — I  cannot  say  exactly,  but  somewhere  about 
100  yards,  I  believe. 

13443.  At  one  time  there  was  a  certain  amount  of  sewage  washed  on  to  the 
beach  ? — That  was  before  the  last  few  of  the  pipes  were  put  down. 

13444.  Is  there  any  washing  up  of  the  sewage  now  ? — No. 

13445.  Neither  on  your  beach  nor  lower  down  at  Green  Point  ? — No,  it  is  carried 
right  out  to  sea. 

13446.  What  is  the  size  of  your  largest  drain  ? — The  main  outfall  is  15  inches  in 
diameter. 

13447.  And  what  is  the  size  of  the  main  drain  ? — The  majority  of  the  main  drains 
are  9  inches  in  diameter. 

1344*.  Are  there  any  brick  drains,  or  are  they  all  pipes  ? — All  pipes. 

13449.  Are  you  aware  that  a  considerable  nuisance  arises  owing  to  the  fact  that 
bad  smells  come  from  your  drainage  ventilators  ?—  1  have  heard  of  it. 

13450.  And  these  complaints  have  been  going  on  for  two  or  three  years,  have 
they  not  ?— I  think  that,  in  the  majority  of  the  complaints,  the  cause  was,  in  the  first 
place,  owing  to  the  small  number  of  the  houses  connected  to  the  drains. 
There  was  not  sufficient  flow  in  the  sewers  to  clear  them.  Now  that  all  the  houses  are 
connected,  and  we  have  instituted  a  salt  waiter  flushing  scheme,  there  is  not  that  smell. 
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13451.  Where  are  these  flushing  tanks?— They  are  principally  on  the  High 
'  Level  Hoad.  There  are  seven  of  them  iu  all. 

13452.  But  are  you  not  still  receiving  complaints  about  the  smell?— Every  now 
and  again  we  get  a  complaint.  Certain  winds  seem  to  affect  the  matter,  but  it  is  very 
seldom  uow  that  we  receive  complaints. 

13453.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  well  constructed  sewer  should  not  smell  at  all  ? — I 
do  not  know  of  any  that  do  not  smell  at  some  time  or  other. 

13454.  Does  not  the  fact  that  such  offensive  smells  are  generated  point  to  a 
deposit  going  on  somewhere  ?■ — A  deposit  would  cause  the  smells. 

13455.  Fresh  sewage  running  through  a  pipe  sewer,  properly  laid,  ought,  in 
practice,  really  to  cause  no  smell  at  all  ? — It  should  not. 

13456.  Has  the  question  of  the  proper  gradient  of  these  pipes  been  considered 
by  you  ? — The  drainage  system  was  nearly  completed  before  1  joined  the  Council. 

13457.  But  the  question  as  to  whether  the  drains  have  been  properly  laid  down 
has  not,  I  presume,  been  suggested  to  your  mind  ? — Along  the  Main  Hoad  and  the 
Beach  Hoad  there  is  very  little  fall,  but  still  sufficient  with  the  quautity  of  sewage 
flowing  there  ;  it  should  clear  itself  away. 

13458.  Does  not  the  suggestion  arise  that  these  sewers  may  be  what  is  ordinarily 
termed  sewers  of  deposit  ? — I  do  not  think  they  are.  We  have  not  found  them  so. 

13459.  Then  to  what  do  you  attribute  the  very  offensive  odours  ? — There  must 
always  be  some  slight  smell.  The  manholes  have  now  been  closed  and  we  have 
ventilating  shafts  erected.  It  is  only  when  there  is  a  certain  wind  blowing  which 
drive.-;  down  the  gas  instead  of  allowing  it  to  rise  that  there  are  complaints,  and  that  is 
very  seldom. 

1  460.  Whet  height  are  your  ventilators  ? — Some  are  35  feet  and  some  are  30  feet 
in  height. 

i  3461.  Does  it  not  occur  to  you  that  it  must  bo  a  very  powerful  smell  indeed 
which  eau  be  blown  i town  a  distance  of  35  feet  aud  yet  create  a  nuisance? — There 
are  not  so  very  many  ventilators,  and,  of  course,  tire  fewer  the  ventilators  the  more 
the  smell  that  must  go  up  them. 

13462.  Have  you  made  observations,  either  through  the  manholes,  or  by  other 
means,  to  ascertain  whether  the  sewage  doe3  flow  off  rapidly  ? — We  get  a  little  deposit 
in  the  Beach  Hoad  and  Main  Hoad  drains  but  that  is  principally  the  saud  that  gets 
into  the  drains  from  the  manholes  which  are  still  open.  On  the  hill  sidts  the  flow  is 
bo  great  that  I  do  net  thiuk  it  is  possible  for  any  deposit  to  remain. 

13463.  Is  it  quite  clear  to  your  mind  that  there  is  no  obstruction  left  iu  any  of 
these  pines  by  the  contractor  ? — We  have  never  fouud  any.  We  take  the  sand  out 
now  and  again  but  ve  have  never  found  any  obstructions  in  the  drains. 

13434.  \s  a  matter  of  fact  your  system  is  remarkably  well  ventilated,  is  it  not  ? — 
Not  extremely  well  ventilated.  We  are  about  to  put  up  some  more  ventilating  shafts. 

13-105.  How  many  of  these  shafts  have  you  put  nr? — Between  30  ana  40,  and 
then  some  of  the  tram  poles  are  utilised  for  that  purpose. 

13466.  How  many  of  the  tram  poles? — I  cannot  say,  but  over  100,  I  think. 

>3407.  Then  with  all  these  tram  poles  and  ventilating  shafts  your  drains  should 
be  well  ventilated? — Yes  but  there  is  more  ventilation  even  than  that.  Wheuever 
there  is  a  combined  Crain,  to  three  or  four  houses  we  always  put  one  direct  ventilating 
shaft  there. 

13468.  On  the  sewer  side  of  the  trap  ?  -Yes,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  ventila¬ 
tion  of  the  houses. 

13469.  Considering  that  your  system  is  so  well  ventilated,  aud  that  it  is  ou’ly  a 
small  pipe  system  you  would  scarcely  expect  to  have  so  much  nuisance  arising  from 
,  t  ? — Scarcely. 

13470.  Was  the  drainage  contractor  properly  looked  after  when  carrying  out  the 
work  ? — Yes,  I  believe  that  Mr.  Cooper  was  very  active  iu  looking  after  these  drainage 
works  when  they  were  being  carried  cut. 

13471.  Have  ycu  taken  any  systematic  observations  to  ascertain  whether  there  is 
any  fault  in  the  gradient  or  wnether  there  is  any  obstruction  left  iu  the  pipe  ? — la  the 
rase  of  any  complain,  the  sewers  are  always  examined.  So  far  we  have  fouud  noching 
of  that  sort. 

13472.  How  co  you  examine  thorn  ? — By  putting  down  a  lamp  and  looking 
th:ough  a  pipe.  Every  section  can  be  examined  in  that  way.  Iu  no  case  have  we 
found  any  obstruction  or  any  deposit. 

'3473.  With  regai  d  to  your  refuse  tipped  on  a  trolley  aud  run  out  to  sea,  are  you 
satisfied  with  that,  as  a  Sanitary  Engineer  ?  — No,  1  am  not,  but  under  the  circum¬ 
stances  under  which  Sea  Point  is  placed  at  present  it  is  the  best  thing  they  can  do 
without  going  outsi  ie  their  own  district. 

13474.  Supposing  that  Sea  Point  could  avail  itself  of  the  same  system  for  removal 
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of  refuse  as  Cape  Town,  would  it  not  be  a  great  advantage  ? — 1  think  there  would  be 
just  as  much  nuisance  as  at  present.  You  would  have  to  have  a  Train  standing  in 
some  part  of  the  Municipality  to  be  loaded  with  refuse  and  you  would  get  more 
nuisance  than  you  now  have,  when  the  refuse  is  simply  tipped  into  a  truck  and  shot 
into  the  sea. 

13475.  So  that  in  your  opinion  the  only  soluticn  of  the  difficulty  is  the  ereotxou 
of  a  destructor!'' — Or  a  converter. 

13476.  Has  that  mat* er  been  before  the  Council? — They  hive  the  matter  now 
undtr  discussion. 

13477.  What  is  the  estimated  expenditure  ? — According  to  the  offer  made  at 
present  it  would  save  the  Council  the  cost  of  runniug  the  stuff  out  to  sea.  They  will 
merely  have  to  cart  the  refuse  to  the  works. 

13473.  But  who  is  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  works  ? — The  Syndicate. 

13479.  What  Syndicate  is  that?-  The  Pyrojim  Syndicate. 

13480i  They  are  really  trying  to  exploit  all  the  Municipalities  in  the  Peninsula, 
are  they  not  ? — I  believe  so. 

13481.  Have  the  Council  considered  the  question  of  entering  into  an  agreement 
with  this  Syndicate? — (Mr.  Broun.)  No. 

13482.  If  the  Syndicate  can  do  this  work  at  a  profit,  why  cannot  the  Council  ? — 
(Mr.  Broun.)  That  is  a  very  pertinent  question  and  one  which  we  have  to  consider, 
hut  the  great  difficulty  now  is  that  of  finding  a  suitable  site.  We  cannot  take  the 
works  on  the  Hill.  You  cannot  put  them  on  the  beach,  because  wherever  these  carts 
go  they  will  be  hound  to  create  a  nuisance.  Up  to  the  present  we  have  not  been  able 
to  find  a  site  anywhere. 

13483.  Is  there  any  available  site  within  the  Cape  Town  area  that  couli  be 
utilised  for  it  ? — [Mr.  Brown.)  We  thought  of  a  piece  of  gi’ouud  at  the  end  of  the 
Common  near  Three  Anchor  Bay,  and  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  if  we  could 
arrange  with  the  Cape  Town  Council  for  the  site  it  would  be  one  of  the  least  objection¬ 
able  in  the  neighbourhood. 

13484.  Has  the  Cape  Town  Cci’poration  been  approa died  in  the  matter? — (Mr. 
Herring.)  We  have  approached  them,  but  the  matter  will  not  be  considered  until  after 
the  Coronation  festivities  are  over. 

13485.  Would  it  not  have  been  a  good  tiling  to  combine  with  Cape  Town  in  this 
matter  ?  —  (Mr.  Brown.)  The  only  objection  to  that  would  be  that  if  there  is  only  one 
station  all  the  refuse  would  have  to  go  through  the  Municipality  towards  it,  and  if 
the  site  was  at  Green  Point  I  do  not  think  that  the  Green  Point  people  would  be  very 
happy  about  it. 

13486.  Does  not  that  illustrate  the  wisdom  of  having  one  body  to  deal  with 
matters  of  this  description,  so  that  they  can  strike  a  balance  and  do  the  beet  for  all 
parties  concerned  ? — (Mr.  Brown.)  Well,  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  think  that  there 
would  he  very  much  advantage  to  be  gained  by  that.  They  might  have  more 
arbitrary  powers  and  act  more  unjustly  than  representatives  nominated  by  the  people 
themselves  to  look  after  their  interests. 

13487.  You  admit  that  unless  Cape  Town  concedes  something  you  are  in  a  very 
great  difficulty  to  know  how  to  dispose  of  your  refuse  ? — (Mr.  Brown.)  I  do  not  know 
quite  so  much  about  that.  It  would  no  doubt  bo  a  great  advantage,  though  perhaps 
not  a  very  much  greater  advantage  than  the  present  system.  If  you  had  a  central 
place  for  this  refuse  you  would  have  to  carry  it  right  through  the  Municipality  and  I 
think  that  would  be  a  great  nuisance. 

13488.  But  it  has  to  he  carried  through  portions  of  the  Municipality  at  the  present 
time  ? — (Mr.  Brown.)  Yes,  but  it  is  far  away  from  any  house  and  is  tipped  right  into 
the  sea,  so  that  I  do  not  think  any  nuisance  arises  from  it,  although  on  that  point  I  am 
not  prepared  to  express  a  definite  opinion.  I  am  merety  a  layman  in  the  matter. 

13489.  You  will  agree  that  it  is  not  a  desirable  thiug  to  have  these  refuse  works 
defaciug  the  beach  and  foreshore,  even  to  put  the  best  appearance  upon  the  natter? — 
(Mr.  Brown.)  It  is  not  defacing  the  foreshore  very  much,  aud  it  does  not  aft'ect  the 
beach.  The  stuff  is  run  out  right  on  to  the  rocks 

13490.  When  you  began  your  drainage  operations  would  it  not  have  been  possi¬ 
ble  for  you  to  have  drained  into  the  Cape  Town  soheme  ? — (Mr.  Howard.)  1  do  not 
think  so ;  at  any  rate  not  without  pumping, 

13491.  Could  not  an  economical  combination  have  been  carried  out  in  regard  to 
having  one  common  outfall? — (Mr.  Ileward.)  It  might  have  been  done  if  it  had  been 
considered  from  the  commencement,  but  it  would  have  necessitated  a  different  scheme 
altogether  to  the  one  which  was  eventually  adopted. 

13492.  But  would  it  not]  have  been  more  economical  in  the  long  run  ? — (Mrt 
Howard.)  1  do  not  think  so,  because  it  would  have  necessitated  pumping,  and  we  havq 
no  pumping  at  present  nor  are  we  likely  to  have. 
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13493.  Mr.  Gurney.]  With  respeot  to  these  ventilating  shafts  which  you  say  are 
35  feet  high,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  most  of  the  complaints  as  to  the  smell  come  from 
people  travelling  on  the  tops  of  the  trams  and  therefore  in  an  elevated  position  ? — 
{Mr.  Heicard)  1  think  that  as  far  as  the  people  on  the  tops  of  the  trams  are  concerned 
the  smell  they  complain  about  is  not  from  the  ventilating  shafts  or  from  the  ventilating 
tram-poles  but  is  from  the  decomposing  sea  weed  on  the  beach.  After  every  storm 
the  beach  is  covered  with  sea  weed  which,  if  not  immediately  cleared  away,  decomposes 
and  emits  rather  a  powerful  smell. 

13494.  Does  the  drainage  from  the  Green  Point  Camp  go  into  your  system  ? — 
(Mr.  Heicard.)  No,  into  the  Cape  Town  system. 

13495.  Does  the  sewer  outfall  deliver  below  low  water  mark  ? — (Mr.  Reward.) 

Yes. 

13496.  Dr.  Anderson.]  Is  there  a  flap  at  the  end  of  the  outfall  ? — (Mr.  Heward.) 

Yes. 

13497.  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  ourrents  just  where  the  outfall  is  ? — (Mr.  Brown.) 
We  had  a  careful  investigation  made  before  placing  our  outfall  at  that  spot.  Mr. 
Cooper  was  got  out  from  England  as  an  engineer,  with  Mr.  Olive  as  consulting 
engineer.  The  currents  were  taken. 

13498.  Can  you  tell  us  what  direction  the  currents  take  there  ? — (Mr.  Heward.) 
They  run  out  towards  Robben  Island.  The  current  sweeps  right  round  there. 

13499.  What  is  the  average  distance  between  the  ventilating  shafts  ? — (Mr. 
Heicard.)  Roughly  about  1,000  feet.  They  are  put  at  the  tops  of  the  hill-side  roads. 
The  tram-pole  ventilators  are  very  much  closer  together. 

13500.  What  diameter  are  the  tram-pole  ventilators  at  the  top  ? — (Mr.  Heward.) 
About  four  inches. 

13501.  Can  you  tell  me  the  various  gradients  of  the  main  intercepting  sewers  ? — 
(Mr.  Heward.)  The  gradient  varies.  In  some  places  it  is  1  in  400. 

13502.  Is  1  in  400  the  lowest  gradient  ? — (Mr.  Heward.)  Yes,  that  is  the  lowest 
gradient. 

13503.  Is  that  for  the  15  inch  pipe? — (Mr.  Heward.)  Some  of  the  pipes  are  12 
inches  and  some  15  inches.  Of  course  on  the  hill  side  our  difficulty  is  to  keep  the 
gradient  down.  It  is  often  as  much  as  1  in  10  and  1  in  15. 

13504.  Have  you  any  ventilating  openings  to  the  drains  at  the  level  of  the 
ground? — (Mr.  Howard.)  Very  few  indeed. 

13505.  Are  the  manhole  covers  not  open  ? — Originally  they  were,  but  owing  to 
the  complaints  when  the  drainage  was  first  used,  they  were  closed.  (Mr.  Brown.) 
They  were  closed  because  of  the  very  strong  complaints  which  were  made.  The 
engineer  protested  against  their  being  closed,  and  said  that  when  all  the  houses  were 
connected  the  smell  would  not  be  so  noticeable.  The  complaints  however  were  so 
strong  and  frequent  that  we  were  obliged  to  cover  the  manhole  openings  along  the 
main  road. 

13506.  Have  you  made  any  observations  as  to  the  effect  of  the  tides  on  these 
sewers?  They  do  get  tide-locked  more  or  less,  I  presume  ?—  (Mr.  Heward.)  No 
observations  have  been  made. 

13507.  With  regard  to  this  plot  of  ground  you  are  asking  from  the  Cape  Town 
Municipality,  what  do  you  propose  to  place  upon  it  ? — (Mr.  Brown.)  The  necessary 
buildings  in  which  to  convert  the  refuse. 

13508.  Mr.  Stewart .]  Have  you  had  an  independent  investigation  as  to  the  cause 
of  these  bad  smells  in  your  sewerage  system? — (Mr.  Heward.)  Whenever  a  complaint 
has  been  made  the  sewer  is  examined. 

13509.  Have  you  had  investigations  made  by  any  experienced  engineer  from 
outside  ? — (Mr.  Brown.)  No,  except  that  Mr.  Cooper  has  been  called  in  once  or  twice. 

13510.  No  other  effort  has  been  made  to  discover  the  cause? — (Mr.  Brown.)  No. 
the  complaints  are  not  now  so  frequent  as  they  were  — at  least  official  complaints  which 
come  to  the  notice  of  the  Municipality.  It  is  only  on  rare  occasions  that  the  smell  is 
noticeable.  It  generally  occurs  on  a  sultry  day,  when  the  atmosphere  is  heavy  and 
when,  towards  evening,  a  slight  westerly  breeze  springs  up.  Then  you  get  the  smell. 
It  is  very  unpleasant,  no  doubt,  while  it  lasts. 

13511.  Mr.  Dunscumbe  originally  designed  this  scheme,  didj  he  not  ? — He  did. 

13512.  Have  you  ever  communicated  with  him  since  the  construction  of  the 
works  ? — No. 

13513.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  communicate  with  him  that 
he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  looking  into  this  matter  ? — I  do  not  think  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  such  acute  necessity,  We  are  doing  all  that  we  can  to  minimise  the  nuisance. 
W e  have  now  written  to  England  for  a  man  to  be  sent  to  us  who  shall  not  only  have  a 
theoretical  but  a  practical  knowledge  of  sanitary  matters,  and  we  are  intending  to  put: 
the  drainage  system  entirely  under  his  supervision.  We  find  it  is  necessary  because 
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our  engineer  has  a  great  many  things  to  do  in  connection  with  buildings,  &c.,  and  we 
want  a  man  with  a  special  knowledge  of  drains.  I  do  not  think  that  up  to  the  present 
there  is  much  more  nuisance  than  may  fairly  be  called  inseparable  from  a  drainage 
scheme. 

13514.  Dr.  Gregory."]  Do  you  consider  that  nuisance  is  inseparable  from  a 
drainage  scheme  ? — That  is  what  I  am  told,  that  there  is  hardly  a  single  drainage 
scheme  in  the  world  where  there  is  not  some  little  nuisance. 

13515.  Is  that  your  view,  Mr.  Howard  ?  Do  you  not  say  that  in  a  well  laid  and 
well  planned  drainage  scheme  there  should  be  practically  no  offensive  smell  whatever  ? 
— (Mr  Heward.)  1  do  not  go  quite  so  far  as  that. 

13516.  Chairman .]  How  is  it  that  we  have  no  complaints  from  the  Cape  Town 
people  about  smells  from  their  sewers  ? — A  great  many  complaints  might  be  obtained 
from  Cape  Town  about  the  sewers. 

13517.  We  have  been  told  by  a  witness  that,  directly  he  comes  under  a  venti¬ 
lating  shaft  of  the  Sea  Point  drainage,  he  gets  a  strong  whiff  from  it.  Are  you 
inclined  to  say  that  that  is  not  in  accordance  with  fact  ? — i  would  not  say  that,  but  if 
the  person  who  complains  would  let  us  know  where  he  got  this  smell  we  would  enquire 
into  the  matter. 

13518.  Do  you  say  that  some  smell  is  unavoidable  in  a  drainage  scheme  ? — (Mr. 
Heward )  At  certain  times  you  are  hound  to  get  a  little  smell  but  you  generally  get 
very  little  in  a  properly  constructed  scheme. 

13519.  In  making  a  comparison  between  the  ventilating  shafts  at  Green  Point 
and  the  ventilating  shafts  at  Cape  Town  it  must  be  said  that  we  have  had  no  such 
complaints  of  the  latter  as  of  the  former,  namely,  that  passers-by  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  a  shaft  apprehend  these  smells  much  more  often  than  they  like? — 
(Mr.  Heward.)  That  may  have  been  some  time  back,  but  not  lately. 

13520.  Is  there  something  abnormal  if  it  exists  ? — (Mr.  Heward.)  Yes. 

13521.  Sewer  gas  is  not  heavier  than  air,  is  it? — (Mr.  Heward.)  No. 

13522.  Then  how  does  it  come  down  from  the  tops  of  these  ventilating  shafts  ? — 
(Mr.  Heward )  The  wind  must  drive  it  down. 

13523.  Do  you  contemplate  that  you  will  eventually  get  quite  rid  of  this 
nuisance? — (Mr.  Heward.)  There  has  been  great  improvement  since  additional  venti¬ 
lating  shafts  have  been  erected  and  there  will  be  still  more  improvement  when  there  is 
more  flushing  of  the  drains. 

(Mr.  Brown  now  recommenced  answering  the  questions.) 

I  understand  that  your  streets  are  somewhat  of  a  trouble  to  you  owing  to 
situation  of  the  Municipality  ? — We  have  no  good  material  to  put  upon 
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The  whole  of  the  Peninsula  seems  badly  off  in  that  respect? — Yes,  there 
are  very  few  good  roads  anywhere  in  the  Peninsula  exoept  at  Constantia,  and  there 
there  is  not  much  traffic  nor  do  they  get  quite  such  fierce  winds  as  we  do. 

13526.  There  is  no  Divisional  Council  road  in  your  area,  I  believe? — No,  the 
Divisional  Council  road  begins  at  the  Victoria  Road,  and  the  road  that  goes  round 
the  Kloof. 

13527.  But  the  Divisional  Council  levies  rates  on  the  Green  Point  Prooerty  ? — 

Yes. 


13528.  And  in  consideration  of  there  being  no  main  road  in  your  Municipality 
they  are  giving  you  a  grant  of  £500  per  year  which  they  intend  to  increase  to  £1,000 
a  year  ? — Yes.  It  was  only  after  great  trouble  that  we  got  a  grant  of  £500  per 
year.  We  felt  the  injustice  very  much  of  being  taxed  for  the  upkeep  of  roads  outside 
our  Municipality  without  getting  any  benefit.  We  have  to  maintain  nearly  five  miles 
of  road  which  should  really  be  maintained  by  the  Divisional  Council,  because,  since 
the  Victoria  Road  has  been  opened  up,  it  has  become  a  great  pleasure  drive,  and  an 
enormous  traffic  passes  over  our  roads  to  go  to  this  Viotoria  Road.  I  am  quite  of 
opinion  that  the  time  has  now  come  when  the  Divisional  Council  should  be  abolished 
and  each  Municipality  should  maintain  its  own  roads,  and  that  there  should  be  no 
further  payment  of  Divisional  Counoil  rates. 

13529.  You  nominated  a  delegate  to  a  certain  Conference  at  which  a  resolution 
was  adopted  with  reference  to  the  abolition  of  the  Divisional  Council.  Was  that 
resolution  considered  by  your  Council  ? — I  do  not  think  that  it  was  brought  before  us. 

13530.  Would  your  Counoil  in  the  event  of  the  non-levying  of  further  Divisional 
Council  rates  and  your  taking  over  the  maintenance  of  your  own  roads  be  in  favour  of 
giving  any  contribution  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  outside  roads  ? — I  think  we 
would  feel  inolined  to  give  favourable  consideration  to  that  matter. 

13531.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  with  regard  to  public  lighting  in  your 
area? — We  have  a  contract  with  the  Cape  Town  Gas  Lighting  Company  and  we  con¬ 
sider  that  it  is  a  very  satisfactory  contract,  and  think  that  the  lighting  of  our  Munici¬ 
pality  is  quite  as  good  as  that  of  Cape  Town  by  the  eleotrio  light. 
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24th  .Tunf>.  1902. 


M--n.  13532.  You  have  no  electric  light  in  your  area  ?  —  No. 

’f.t  1353  '.  Is  it  coming  ? — Well.  I  do  not  know.  We  are  very  well  satisfied  now.  We 

*nd'  v’  have  uo  complaint  to  make  with  regard  to  our  lighting.  In  the  future,  perhaps, 
jt.  n.  1U\  r.ri.  electricity  will  come  in,  hut  not  for  the  present. 

13534.  Do  you  find  gas  lighting  more  economical  ? — I  should  think  it  more 
economical,  but  I  cannot  speak  from  personal  knowledge. 

13535.  Have  you  any  wash-houses  in  'ireen  and  (Sea  Point  ? — No. 

13536.  Are  they  not  required  ? — The  want  in  that  direction  has  been  supplied  by 
Chinese  laundrymen.  There  are  about  five  or  six  of  them  in  the  Municipality.  Their 
premises  are  very  small  and  we  pay  particular  attention  to  see  that  they  are  regularly 
and  carefully  inspected. 

13537.  Are  there  any  slaughterhouses  in  the  Municipality  ? — No. 

13538.  Are  there  any  schools  in  which  the  Corporation  assist  ? — No,  there  are 
Government  aided  schools  at  Sea  Point. 

13539.  Has  the  Municipality  made  any  grant  either  of  land  or  money  towards 
them  ? — No. 


13540.  Dr.  Gregory .]  What  do  you  pay  the  Gas  Company  per  lamp  for 
lighting  purposes? — We  pay  £7  per  annum. 

13541.  Do  they  provide  the  mantle  and  everything  for  that  ? — Yes. 

13542  How  many  hours  lighting  is  that  for  ? — The  time  varies.  It  is  different 
in  summer  to  what  it  is  in  winter. 

13543.  Can  private  consumers  get  electric  light  in  your  area  ? — There  is  no 
supply  of  electricity  for  that  purpose. 

13544.  Has  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  ever  been  approached  with  a  view  to 
supplying  electric  light  for  private  consumers  ? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

13545.  There  are  a  large  number  of  houses  in  the  Cape  Town  portion  of  Green 
Point  lighted  with  electricity,  are  there  not  ? — I  daresay. 

1 3546  Does  it  not  appear  reasonable  that  those  on  your  side  of  the  boundary 
should  be  able  to  use  electricity  if  they  wish  to  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

13547.  So  that  some  general  combination  in  the  matter  of  lighting  would  be 
advantageous  to  the  inhabitants  ? — Yes,  there  have  been  one  or  two  Companies  wishing 
to  start,  but  it  would  not  pay  them,  unless  the  Municipality  used  electricity  for  public 
lighting.  So  many  of  these  private  houses  have  now  got  gas  fittings  and  gas  stoves 
that  they  are  not  likely,  readily,  to  ohange  for  electricity. 

13548.  But  still,  as  a  broad  principle,  does  it  not  seem  reasonable  that  the  inhabi- 
tarts  in  your  district  should  be  able  to  get  electric  lighting  if  they  wish  it  ? — 
Quite  so. 

13-  49.  Especially,  seeing  that  it  is  now  close  to  your  boundary,  if  Cape  Town 
were  prepared  to  supply  it  they  should  be  able  to  do  so  ? — But  supposing  that  the 
Municipality  of  Green  and  Sea  Point  intended  to  put  up  their  own  electric  lighting 
woiks  and  to  serve  their  people  with  electricity  they  would  be  perfectly  right  in  pre¬ 
venting  Cape  Town  from  supplying  them. 

13u50.  Is  not  that  a  matter  ot  conflicting  interests  and  another  at gument  for  some 
combination  ? — I,  do  not  know  that  the  interests  would  conflict  very  much,  provided 
that  we  could  supply  electric  power  at  the  same  cost  as  Cape  Town 

13551  Surely  you  are  of  opinion  that  one  works  under  one  management  in  suoh 
a  matter  as  electric  lighting  would  be  an  advantage  rather  than  having  two  ?  — Yes,  I 
think  so. 

13552.  Should  you  not  have  wash-houses  in  your  district  available  for  the  poorer 
inhabitants  ? — At  present  we  have  really  no  very  poor  inhabitants.  Our  Municipality 
is  in  a  very  unique  position  in  this  respect.  Wash-houses  would  be  no  doubt  a  great 
advantage,  though  I  do  not,  myself,  consider  that  public  wash-houses  are  an  immediate 

want. 

51353  Ai  anyr  rate  the  present  laundries  require  a  considerable  amount  of 
-upei vision  to  t-ee  Cui  n<<  danger  •  -he  public  heal'.h  results? — Yes. 

13-54.  ilnd  it,  as  possibly  o  a  happen,  Cape  lo-nii  decides  to  erect  a  public  wash¬ 
house  near  your  boundary,  would  it  not  be  any  advamage  if  your  inhabitants  could 
j  articipate  in  the  use  of  it  ? — Our  inhabitants  participate  largely  in  Cape  Town’s 
wash-houses  S3  it  is,  because  most  of  our  inhabitants  get  their  washing  done  in  Cape 
Town. 

13555.  Mr.  Gurney .]  You  have  no  Cottage  Hospital  in  Green  and  Sea  Point  ? — 
No. 

13£56  You  depend  upon  the  Somerset  Hospital? — Yes. 

1-3557.  What  assistance  does  the  Council  give  towards  the  support  of  that 
Hospital  ? — None.  We  did  contribute  £50  per  annum,  but,  recently,  the  lawyers  on 
the  Council  said  that  we  had  no  power  to  continue  that  contribution,  and  it 
was  discontinued. 
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13558.  This  did  not  occur  to  the  lawyers  in  connection  with  the  expenditure  on  ( 
the  Royal  Visit,  or  upon  the  Town  Guard,  but  it  did  in  connection  with  the  Hospital  Herrin. p”’ 

grcnt  ? — That  would  appear  to  be  so  •  aud 

13559.  I  see  that  your  expenditure  on  the  Royal  Visit  was  £846?— But  we  R.  H.Jbward. 
received  a  refund  of  £680.  24th  June,  1902. 

13560.  At  any  rate  you  paid  about  £200  in  connection  with  the  Royal  Visit,  and 
£105  was  spent  on  the  Town  Guard? — That  is  so 

13501.  Is  the  Council  going  to  review  its  position  in  regard  to  giving  assistance 
to  the  Hospital  ? — Tne  question  is,  as  to  whether  we  can  make  any  payment  out  of 
the  rates.  We  have  very  little  money  other  than  we  receive  from  rates,  and  the 
quoslion  is  whether,  if  it  is  illegal  to  give  any  contribution  from  the  rates,  we  can 
possibly  make  a  contribution.  It  is  the  illegality  that  blocks  the  way  ;  it  is  not  that 
we  are  unwilling. 

13562.  Was  not  the  decision  that  it  was  illegal  to  make  this  payment  out  of 
money  received  from  the  rates  ? — Yes,  but  we  have  very  little  other  money.  I  hope, 
my  self,  that  the  payment  will  be  restored,  and  I  think  it  will  be  by-and-bye.  I 
consider  that  powers  should  be  given  by  law  to  Councils  to  levy  a  rate  for  Hospital 
purposes.  A  very  small  rate  per  £  would  bring  in  a  handsome  sum  for  the  support  of 
the  Hospital. 

13563.  You  have  considerable  receipts  from  the  dog  tax — £660,  I  see,  during  the 
past  five  years  ? — Yes,  but  that  is  utilised  for  current  expenditure. 

13564.  And  thereby  the  rates  are  reduced  ? — So  far. 

13565.  Do  you  not  think  that  your  position  is  quite  indefensible  ?  — It  is  a  position 
I  very  much  regret,  and,  from  my  point  of  view,  it  was  unnecessary  to  strike  off  that 
payment 

13566.  Has  the  Municipality  taken  auy  steps  to  see  that  the  schools  in  Green  and 
Sea  Poiut  are  properly  provided  with  sanitary  arrangements  ? — Yes  ;  and  I  may  say 
that  during  the  time  of  the  drought,  when  water  was  scarce,  we  made  special  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  Hushing  of  the  girls’  school  lavatories. 

13567.  I  see  a  rather  remarkable  increase  in  your  salary  list.  In  1897,  4  officers 
cost  you  £530  ;  while  in  1901,  you  had  12  officers  aud  their  salaries  amounted  to 
£1,940? — We  are  bound  to  increase  our  staff  with  the  increase  of  the  Municipality. 

Then,  agaiu,  salaries  are  increased  very  much  to  what  they  were  in  former  years. 

13568.  Is  that  considerable  increase  likely  to  go  on  ? — I,  myself,  am  a  strong 
believer  in  the  contract  system.  1  do  not  believe  in  the  departmental  system.  I  think 
that  if  you  have  a  departmental  system  the  expenditui’e  will  continue  to  grow  out  of 
proportion  to  the  growth  of  the  Municipality. 

13569.  You  will  admit  that  the  cost  of  administration  must  be  much  larger  in 
proportion  in  a  small  Municipality  than  in  a  large  one? — Yres. 

13570.  Aud  you  would  admit,  without  going  into  the  general  question  of  possible 
amalgamation  in  the  Peninsula  that,  wherever  amalgamation  is  possible,  the  cost  of 
administration  would  be  expected  to  be  reduced? — Yes,  in  one  way.  But  then  the 
question  would  arise  as  to  whether  that  diminution  of  cost  would  not  be  at  the  sacrifice 
of  efficiency. 

13571.  Dr.  Anderson.~\  Has  the  Sea  Point  Municipality  made  any  provision  for 
an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  ? — No. 

13572.  Chairman^]  Is  there  any  necessity  for  altering  the  boundaries  of  Sea  Point 
in  any  way  ? — I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  necessity  existing  at  present.  In  my 
opinion  we  have  just  as  much  as  we  can  conveniently  govern. 

13573.  That  piece  of  laud  at  Three  Anchor  Bay  you  spoke  of  in  connection  with 
the  refuse  destructor  system,  is  within  your  Municipality  ? — We  have  no  jurisdiction 
over  it.  Our  engineer  says  it  is  within  our  area,  but  if  that  is  so  why  have  we  to  ask 
Cape  Town  for  permission  to  use  it  ?  We  certainly  cannot  do  as  we  like  with  it. 

13574.  Do  you  wish  it  to  be  within  your  area? — As  far  as  I  understand  this 
question  of  the  refuse  converter  it  is  a  private  firm  who  are  going  to  make  a  business 
out  of  it. 

13575.  Without  going  in  to  that,  is  any  alteration  of  your  boundary  at  that  spot 
desirable  ?— No,  that  is  only  a  small  portion  of  ground,  of  no  size  worth  considering. 

13576.  Now,  with  reference  to  the  land  on  the  other  side  of  the  Municipality,  at 
Camps  Bay.  Do  you  consider  it  advisable  to  bring  in  that  ?  Have  the  Council  any 
views  upon  the  matter  ? — We  have  not  cons.dered  the  question  at  all. 

13577.  Would  you  hare  any  objection  to  another  Municipality  springing  up  in 
that  neighbourhood  ?  —No,  1  do  not  think  so.  Their  interests  would  not  be  antagonistic 
to  ours. 

13578.  Cape  Town  also  comes  betweeu  you  aud  Camps  Bay,  does  it  not  ? — They 
have  Borne  ground  there. 

13579.  Are  they  very  good  neighbours  of  yours  ? — I  do  not  know  about  that. 
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r.  L.  M.  SrvieH 
If.  Berripg, 
and 

R.  Jl.  If neard. 
th  June.  1902 


] 3580.  On  the  general  question  of  amalgamation,  have  you  any  remarks  to  offer? 
'  — Yes,  I  liave  thought  the  matter  out,  and  I  think,  although  at  one  time  I  was 
of  opinion  that  amalgamation  was  really  desirable,  at  present  there  really  is 
no  advantage  in  it — at  any  rate  so  far  as  we  are  concerned.  I  quite  believe  that  as 
regards  water  aud  drainage,  those  two  great  and  important  matters,  amalgamation 
would  be  desirable.  I  think  that  there  should  be  a  Water  Board  and  a  Drainage 
Board,  for  the  reason  that  large  and  important  works  are  better  done  if  carried  out  by 
a  strong  Board,  because  they  would  be  able  to  borrow  money  at  a  much  more  favour¬ 
able  rate  of  interest.  But  as  far  as  Sea  Point  is  concerned,  we  are  practically  self- 
contained.  We  have  finished  our  drainage  works  and  our  water  supply  is  adequate. 
Speaking  personally,  I  cannot  see  what  possible  advantage  we  should  gain  by  amalga¬ 
mation.  We  are  practically  amalgamated  as  far  as  water  is  concerned.  Lighting  has 
been  alluded  to,  but  I  do  not  see  that  we  are  likely  to  reap  any  advantage  there. 
Then,  so  far  as  scavenging  and  some  of  the  minor  Municipal  duties  that 
fall  on  Councils  are  affected,  the  details  are  far  better  attended  to  by  people 
interested  in  their  own  locality,  and,  as  far  as  the  expense  goes,  if  people 
like  to  pay  for  having  their  own  separate  municipal  government,  who  is  to 
say  them  nay  ?  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  anything  on  the  matter  of  amal¬ 
gamation  with  regard  to  the  Municipalities  on  the  other  side  of  Cape  Town. 
We  only  know  that  they  were  started  in  municipal  life  as  one  enlarged  Muni¬ 
cipality  from  the  Toll  right  away  to  Wynberg.  It  was  not  a  success  at  all,  and 
they  were  obliged  to  break  it  up  into  other  Municipalities.  Whether  they  made  the 
Municipalities  too  small  I  do  not  know,  but  it  would  certainly  appear  absolutely 
necessary,  so  far  as  water  and  drainage  are  concerned,  that  there  should  be  some 
combination  amongst  them.  I  am  not  prepared  to  express  an  opinion  beyond  that. 
So  far  as  Sea  Point  is  concerned,  we  should  decidedly  object,  most  decidedly  object, 
to  be  joined  to  Cape  Town,  and  if  the  effort  is  made  we  shall  certainly  take  the  fullest 
constitutional  means  in  our  power  to  prevent  such  a  consummation  ever  taking  place. 

13581.  What  is  your  objection  to  being  joined  to  Cape  Town  ? — We  have  many 
obj  ections. 

13582.  Have  you  any  objection  to  Cape  Town  being  joined  to  you  ? — We  are  not 
so  ambitious.  Our  objection  to  joining  Cape  Town  is  that  in  the  town,  as  at  present 
constituted,  there  would  be  no  advantages;  Cape  Town  cannot  shew  anything  better  to 
induce  us  to  consider  being  joined  to  them.  The  question  is  a  matter  of  expense.  We 
are  willing  to  pay  for  our  own  local  government,  and  I  do  not  think  that  anyone  can 
object  to  that  sentiment.  Except  in  the  two  points  of  water  and  drainage  there  could 
be  no  advantage  from  amalgamation,  and  we  have  dealt  with  those  matters,  so  where 
are  we  to  be  advantaged  ?  If  we  were  joined  to  Cape  Town  we  would  lose  our  reputation 
as  a  residential  suburb.  We  would  have  to  come  under  their  building  regulations,  which 
would  clash  very  much  with  what  we  desire.  We  wish  to  restrict  building,  or  at  all 
events  to  restrict  it  to  only  that  which  will  tend  to  keep  ours  as  a  residential  suburb. 
We  wish  to  avoid  a  multiplicity  of  shops,  and  to  keep  our  suburb  a  place  to  which 
those  who  wish  to  retire  from  the  bustle  of  town  life  may  come  for  a  moment  of 
leisure,  without  being  surrounded  by  the  din  of  business.  That  desii-e  of  ours  might  be 
thwarted  if  we  were  joined  to  the  Cape  Town  Municipality.  Further,  we  feel  that  we 
have  conducted  our  town’s  business  on  business  lines  in  the  past  and  with  a  fair 
amount  of  success,  and  we  do  not  see  any  reason  whatever  why  we  should  be  absorbed 
in  the  Cape  Town  Municipality. 

13583.  What  method  have  you  of  preventing  shops  being  erected  ? — Of  course  a 
Court  of  Law  will  have  to  settle  the  legality  of  many  things  that  wc  have  done,  but 
we  have  taken  certain  steps  to  prevent  shops  being  put  up.  For  instance,  we  have 
made  the  building  line  on  roads,  that  of  the  houses,  and  not  the  front  wall  of  the 
garden  before  the  houses.  We  prevent  as  far  as  possible  the  passing  of  plans  for  a  poor 
class  of  property.  Further,  in  regard  to  the  division  of  land  we  will  not  pass  plans  for 
sub-division  if  the  plots  are  not  at  least  50  feet  by  80  feet  in  area.  We  have  rejected 
several  plans  where  the  plots  have  been  smaller. 

13584.  But  there  is  no  reason  why  you  should  not  be  amalgamated  with  Cape 
Town  and  such  regulations  remain  in  force  ? — We  have  no  guarantee  that  they  would 
remain  in  force. 

13585.  But  supposing  there  were  a  guarantee  to  that  effect  what  objections  would 
you  have? — We  would  ask  what  advantage  would  there  be  in  a  change?  We  contend 
that  we  could  gain  nothing  by  a  change. 

13586.  Yrou  would  gain  a  voice  in  the  management  of  the  water  supply  ? — On 
that  question  I  am  at  one  with  those  in  favour  of  amalgamation,  I  consider  that,  there 
should  be  a  strong  Water  Board  to  deal  with  water  for  the  whole  of  the  Peninsula. 
But.  in  regard  to  our  municipal  arrangements,  such  as  the  upkeep  of  roads,  scavenging 
and  other  domestic  matters,  they  are  better  dealt  with  by  people  on  the  spot.  Those 
living  in  the  place  itself  are  the  better  j  udges  of  what  should  be  done. 
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13587.  What  is  the  advantage  of  being  separated  ? — We  have  our  independence, 
which  is  wortli  something,  and  «e  believe  that  we  oan  do  better  for  ourselves  than  they 
could  do  for  us. 

1358S.  You  are  not  convinced  of  the  advantage  to  be  derived  and  the  prestige  to 
be  gained  by  general  amalgamation  of  Cape  Town  and  all  the  suburban  Munici¬ 
palities  into  one  Metropolitan  Borough  ? — I  think  the  greater  advantage  would  be  in 
leaving  things  as  they  aie. 

13589.  You  have  no  ambition  to  see  one  large  Municipality  for  the  Metropolis  of 
the  Cape  Colony  ?— No,  I  do  not  see  that  its  position  as  the  premier  city,  or  tho 
Metropolis,  would  be  very  much  enhanced  by  one  big  Corporation  being  made  of  all 
those  now  in  existence.  I  really  think,  myself,  that  for  the  ordinary  domestic 
problems  they  would  suffer  by  the  formation  of  such  a  body. 

13590.  On  the  other  side  of  Cape  Town,  have  you  anything  to  say  as  to  the 
advantage  which  would  be  gained  by  the  Municipalities  there  being  amalgamated  ? — 
I  dare  say  that  I  should  only  feel,  if  I  lived  on  that  side  of  Cape  Town,  the  same  as  I 
now  feel.  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  great  advantage  to  be  gained.  Of  course,  [ 
must  admit  that  we  have  moved  on  very  fast  in  late  years,  and  things  are,  perhaps, 
more  advanced  than  they  were  some  years  ago,  but  I  still  think  that  if  we  were  not 
very  careful  we  might  make  a  big  Municipality  and  find  it  a  very  unwieldy  body,  and, 
although  there  might  be  some  saving  of  expense,  the  whole  area  might  suffer,  so  far  as 
efficient  working  is  concerned. 

13591.  With  reference  to  Cape  Town,  it  is  no  doubt  within  your  knowledge  that 
for  some  years  they  had  a  ward  s}rstem  ? — Yes,  I  was  for  two  years  a  member  of  the 
Cape  Town  Council,  and  I  remember  the  working  of  the  old-  system  of  Commissioners 
and  Wardmasters.  The  Commissioners  were  the  Upper  House  and  the  Wardmasters 
were  the  Lower  House.  It  did  not  work  at  all  well.  I  think  myself  it  is  far  better  at 
present  in  that  you  get  better  men  to  go  on  to  the  Council  by  having  the  larger 
constituency.  I  think,  myself,  that  the  districts  as  they  are  now  are  worked  fairly  well. 

13592.  Do  you  not  think  that  there  is  a  tendency  under  the  present  system  to  make 
Cape  Town  somewhat  of  a  close  Corporation  ? — I  do  not  think  so.  There  is  a  ballot, 
and  I  see  no  reason  whatever  why  there  should  be  a  close  Corporation.  The  matter  of 
representation  rests  with  the  people  themselves.  If  they  took  a  proper  interest  in  the 
election  they  would  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  their  own  representatives. 

13593.  Do  you  think  that  a  return  to  the  Ward  system  would  increase  the  interest  ? 
— I  do  not  think  so. 

13594.  Take  a  man  living  in  District  No.  6,  he  has  no  one  to  represent  him  and  to 
bring  his  views  before  the  Council  ? — I  know  District  No.  6  very  well.  It  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  populous  districts  in  the  town.  I  know  that  its  influence  is  very 
strong.  I  know  that  it  is  quite  strong  enough,  if  it  combined,  to  put  one  or  two 
representatives  on  the  Council. 

13595.  Dr.  Grer/ori/\.  If  you  consider  that  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  manages 
things  fairly  well,  why  do  you  object  to  amalgamating  with  it? — Because  we 
manage  our  own  affairs  equally  well,  and  there  is  no  necessity  for  amalgamation. 

13596.  But  if  both  are  managed  equally  well  and  you  get  an  advantage  by 
amalgamation,  why  should  you  object? — We  doubt  whether  there  would  be  any 
advantage. 

13597.  Do  your  remarks  apply  equally  strongly  to  a  reconstruction  of  all  the 
bodies  in  the  Peninsula  in  which  Cape  Town  is  equally  merged  with  the  other  factors  ? — 
I  may  be  very  conservative  and  perhaps  unable  to  grasp  the  feelings  of  the  times,  but 
I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  a  huge  Municipality  embracing  the  whole  Peninsula.  I 
think  that  the  more  domestic  Municipal  matters  would  suffer  from  such  an 
amalgamation. 

13598.  Such  an  amalgamation  would  not  make  nearly  so  large  a  body  as  a 
number  of  the  English  Municipalities  which  are  nevertheless  well  managed  in  all 
respects  ? — Yes,  that  may  be  so,  but  I  do  not  think  that  you  can  draw  a  comparison 
between  us  and  the  English  Municipalities  We  have  peculiarities  in  each  of  tho 
Municipalities  which  did  not  exist  in  the  areas  absorbed  by  the  large  English  amalga¬ 
mations.  We  have  such  a  diversity  of  interests  that  I  do  not  think  we  could  easily 
combine. 

13599.  What  is  the  peculiar  diversity  of  interest  in  Sea  Point  ? — The  first  is  that 
we  are  a  residential  suburb.  We  have  no  coloured  population,  and  I  am  happy  also 
to  say  that,  although  we  have  not  many  rich  people,  yet  we  are  all  fairly  well  to  do. 
We  have  none  of  those  conditions  which  Cape  Town  have  to  deal  with,  and  that  occur 
so  frequently  in  many  of  the  Municipalities  on  the  other  side  of  Cape  Town. 

13600.  Does  it  not  seem  to  you  that  if  you  are  able  to  get  more  highly  paid 
officers  you  would  have  more  efficient  men  to  attend  to  the  administration  of  the 
Municipality,  so  that  probably  the  work  would  be  done  better  ? — That  is  a  very  great 
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question.  and  it  is  a  point  tliat  many  are  not  convinced  upon,  whether  it  really  does 
follow  1  hat  a  highly  prid  man  is  more  efficient  for  a  small  Municipality  ? 

1  Chairman.]  Have  you  given  any  thought  to  the  question  of  the  Divisional 

('  u"  :1  f  —  "We  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  time  has  now  come  for  the 
ah  1  i t ion  of  the  Divisional  Council.  It  has  served  its  time. 

1  "602.  You  think  that  there  is  very  little  in  the  Divisional  Council  to  be  con¬ 
servative  about  ? — Very  little. 

13603.  But  who  would  look  after  the  rural  area  if  you  were  to  abolish  the 
Divisional  Council  ? — The  Municipalities  could  look  after  those  roads  near  to  their  own 
area. 

13604.  What  roads  could  you  manage? — We  would  be  willing  to  make  our 
contribution  towards  the  unkeep  of  the  roads  outside  our  municipal  area.  I  think  that 
a  good  many  of  the  roads  might  be  looked  after  through  the  Civil  Commissioner’s 
Office  The  roads  were  formerly  under  the  Giovernment,  and  I  do  not  see  why  the 
main  mads  should  not  revert  to  Government  control. 

13605.  Might  not  the  rural  people  desire  to  maintain  their  independence  just  as 
Fea  Point  does  ? — They  might ;  but  they  do  not  pay  for  their  independence,  and  we 
do. 

13606.  Would  you  be  willing  to  have  a  representative  body  to  look  after  the 
roads? — I  would  leave  the  main  roads  under  a  Road  Board  or  under  Government. 

13607.  You  would  abolish  the  Divisional  Council  entirely  ? — Yes. 

13608.  Then  how  would  you  provide  for  giving  the  rural  people  a  voice  in  the 
management  of  their  own  affairs? — They  would  have  their  cwn  Municipalities. 

13609.  Can  you  conceive  of  any  Municipality  stretching  over  the  whole  of  the 
Cape  Flats  in  the  Cape  Division— an  area  of  647  square  miles? — I  am  only  speaking 
about  the  roads,  and  I  think  the}^  might  safely  be  put  under  Government. 

13610.  And  who  would  be  rated  for  them  ? — The  rating  would  be  according  to 
the  size  of  the  Municipalities.  We  all  admit  that  those  roads  which  lead  into  the  town 
we  ought  to  pay  for. 


WEDNESDAY,  25th  JUNE,  1902. 

Present : 

Hon.  Sir  W.  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory.  Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson.  Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  J.  E.  R.  DE  Vileiers. 

Mr.  Thomas  Stewart ,  M.I.C.E.,  further  examined. 

’  11.  Chairman,.]  Now,  with  reference  to  your  evidence  given  on  the  previous 
e;  you  were  xamined,  Mr.  Stewart,  on  the  water  question,  do  you  think  that, 
ir  formation  before  the  Commission,  we  could  provide  or  submit  an  estimate, 
.rticulars,  of  an  adequate  water  supply  for  the  Peninsula  ? — I  think  there  need 
;  i.o  difficulty  in  recommending  three  schemes  for  further  investigation;  and, 
from  my  own  idea  of  the  look  of  the  country,  one  of  those  schemes  might,  in  my 
omni'  ;.  be  indicated  as  appearing  to  be  the  best  of  the  three.  It  is,  however,  impos¬ 
sible  to  compare  the  relative  merits  of  the  schemes  without  further  investigation. 

13612.  An  investigation  which  will  necessarily  take  some  time? — An  investiga¬ 
te;:  which,  I  consider,  should  be  carried  through,  at  least,  two  dry  seasons;  and  one 
which  h  uld  be  supervised  by  an  Engineer,  thoroughly  experienced  in  similar  work. 
T  v.  uld,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  sheer  waste  of  time  to  have  the  work  done  by  an  un¬ 
qualified  man. 

13613.  And  even  if  we  did  not  go  so  far  as  to  specify  a  figure  of  the  probable  cost 
of  such  a  scheme,  we  might  at  all  events  go  to  the  length  of  saying  that  the  necessary 
expenditure  will  be  veiy  considerable;  and,  therefore,  that  fact  warrants  every  pre¬ 
caution  being  taken  to  prevent  such  expenditure  of  money  being  misused,  or  being 
rendered  nugatory? — Yes.  I  consider,  that  the  sources  now  in  use,  in  the  Peninsula, 
can  be  utilised  to  a  somewhat  further  extent  than  at  present,  by  pooling  the  whole  of 
the  water  supply,  and  by  moderate  extensions,  so  as  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
suburbs  and  of  Cape  Town  for  the  next  eight  or  ten  years.  Therefore  there  is  no 
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hurry  in  my  opinion  for  indicating  an  outside  scheme,  The  gathering  of  such  data 
might  have  been  unpreventible  in  days  gone  by  when  the  towas  were  in  immediate 
want  of  water,  but  we  have  time  in  front  of  us,  and  I  think  the  investigation  should 
be  of  a  thorough  character,  having  regard  to  the  amount  of  money  which  is  to  be  spent. 

13614.  Mr.  Gurney.']  You  mean  no  undue  hurry,  but,  at  the  same  time,  no  time 
should  he  lost  in  beginning  tire  investigation  ? — I  consider  that  the  investigation 
should  be  set  on  foot  at  once,  but  we  should  not  risk  deciding  upon  a  scheme  which  may 
ultimately  he  found  not  to  he  the  best  and  most  economical. 

13615.  Chairman .]  Now,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  do  you  think  that,  if  possible,  it 
is  advisable  that  we  should  get  a  single  scheme  which  will  supply  the  whole  of  the 
suburbs  and  also  the  city  of  Cape  Town  for  a  term  of  years,  say  40  or  50  years  ? — 
Well,  from  the  information  which  I  have  supplied  to  the  Commission,  in  camera,  I 
think  it  is  perfectly  evident  that  one  source,  or  two  adjoining  sources,  could  be  got 
which  will  yield  all  the  water  that  will  be  required  for  more  than  40  years. 

13616  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  sound  policy  to  put  that  scheme  in  the  hands  or 
under  the  power  of  any  one  of  these  Municipalities  in  this  neighbourhood,  seeing  that 
it  would  necessarily  be  intended  to  supply  the  whole  area  with  water  from  such  a 
source  ? — That  is  almost  impossible  for  me  to  answer,  Mr.  Chairman. 

13617.  Let  me  put  it  this  way  :  If  you  were  to  put  such  a  large  source  of  supply 
in  the  hands  of  any  one  of  the  Municipalities  in  existence,  it  would  mean  that  that 
particular  Municipality  would  really  control,  manage,  and  direct  the  water  supply  of  the 
Peninsula  for  the  next  40  or  50  years  ? — Well,  I  cannot  see  any  great  obj ection  to  that, 
provided  that  the  Bill  enabling  the  Municipality  to  carry  out  the  work  has  conditions 
inserted  in  it,  under  which  it  shall  be  obliged  to  supply  water  to  any  neighbouring 
Municipality  or  to  any  Municipality  within  a  certain  distance,  at  a  stipulated  price. 

13618.  At  a  price  to  be  fixed  by  the  Bill  ? — Yes.  They  would,  I  take  it,  charge 
a  certain  percentage  more  for  the  water  supplied  to  these  other  Municipalities. 

13619.  You  have  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  of  Town  Councils  in  this  part 
of  the  world,  and  do  you  see  any  sound  reason  why  the  carrying  out  of  a  large  scheme 
of  this  kind  should  not  be  entrusted  to  a  local  Municipal  Council  ?  In 

other  words,  do  you  think  that  a  Municipality  like  that  of  Cape  Town  has  sufficient 
energy,  enterprise  and  public  spirit  and  intelligence  to  carry  out  such 

scheme  without  the  intervention  of,  say,  another  Board  of  Works  ? 
— I  consider  that  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town  are  perfectly  com¬ 
petent  to  carry  out  such  a  scheme.  In  fact,  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town 

anticipated  more  than  a  couple  of  years  ago  that  they  would  have  to  go  outside  the 
Peninsula  for  a  largely  increased  supply  of  water.  That  has  been  perfectly  clear  to 
them.  Further,  I  may  mention,  that  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town  had  sufficient 
foresight  to  see  that  on  the  completion  of  the  Woodhead  lleservoir  another  reservoir 
should  be  proceeded  with  at  once,  and  they  endeavoured  to  do  so,  but,  by  a  vote  of 
the  ratepayers  in  public  meeting,  the  work  was  delayed  for  nine  months,  with  the 
result,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  additional  reservoir  is  to-day  in  an  unfinished  state.  I 
consider,  however,  that  there  is  not  another  Municipality  in  the  Peninsula  which  could 
carry  out  a  scheme  of  the  size  which  I  have  indicated.  The  great  advantage  which 
Cape  Town  has  is,  that  Cape  Town  is  known  in  the  London  money  market,  and  it 
can  raise  money  much  more  cheaply  than  any  other  Municipality,  or  even  any 
combination  of  Municipalities,  in  the  Peninsula.  The  other  Municipalities  are  not 
known. 

13620.  In  the  same  way,  if  there  were  an  amalgamation  of  six  or  seven  Munici¬ 
palities  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  one  large  Municipality  were  formed  for  the  whole 
amalgamated  area,  wouldyou  be  inclined  to  trust  the  execution  of  this  large  scheme  to 
this  Council  ? — Undoubtedly. 

13621.  Again,  if  such  an  enlarged  body  were  created  by  Act  of  Parliament,  there 
would,  in  your  opinion,  be  no  necessity  for  interposing  a  Board  of  Works  between  that 
body,  formed  of  the  different  localities  and  the  Government  ? — No  ;  that  would  not 
then  be  necessary,  in  my  opinion.  We  have  many  similar  cases  in  Great  Britain. 

13622.  I  was  just  ooming  to  that.  Will  you  kindly  just  indicate  a  few  instances 
in  which  Town  Councils  have  carried  out  large  works  successfully  ? — There  is  the  big 
example  of  Glasgow  which  carried  out  a  large  scheme  some  50  years  ago,  and  which 
has  supplied,  to  my  knowledge,  from  eight  to  ten  smaller  Municipalities  or  parishes 
beyond  the  Municipal  boundaries  of  Glasgow  proper.  I  might  quote  some  figures  in 
the  case  of  Glasgow,  showing  the  population  supplied  by  that  city  with  water,  as 
follows  : — In  1861,  there  wms  a  population  of  400,000  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  Municipality,  and  36,000  beyond  the  boundaries ;  in  1866,  there  were  445,000 
people  within  the  Municipality  and  55,000  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  Municipality ; 
in  1871,  there  were  490,000  people  within  the  Municipality  and  105,000  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  it;  in  1876,  there  were  523,000  people  within  the  Municipality  and 
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'  1 —  1?  1,000  beyond  the  boundaries  of  it ;  in  1881,  there  were  511,000  people  within  the 

a»t>  ’une,  i#0J.  Municipality  and  213,000  beyond  the  boundaries  of  it;  in  1882,  there  were  531,000 
people  within  the  Municipality  and  231,000  beyond  the  boundaries  of  it.  Then  there 
is  the  case  of  Birmingham  which  is  completing  very  large  works  at  a  very  large 
expenditure.  Liverpool  some  years  ago  did  the  same  thing.  Manchester  did  the  same, 
and  all  those  towns  supply  water  to  adjoining  Municipalities  or  parishes. 

13023.  Without  the  intervention  of  any  Board  of  Works  ? — Without  any  inter¬ 
vention  whatever. 

13624.  Now,  with  reference  to  the  supply  of  water  that  you  speak  of  as  being 
provided  by  these  British  Municipalities,  would  you  tell  us  whether  it  is  done  in  bulk  -i 

to  the  local  authority,  or  is  it  done  to  the  individual  consumer  in  the  parishes  ? — They 
do  it  in  both  ways.  They  supply  in  bulk  to  some  Municipalities  and  to  individual 
consumers  in  other  Municicipalities,  with  an  increase  in  the  rate  to  the  outside 
Municipalities.  In  the  case  of  Glasgow, — I  am  speaking  from  memory — the  outside 
Municipalities  are  supplied  by  the  city,  and  the  city  collects  the  rates;  and,  in  fact, 
administers  the  water  supply  for  these  Municipalities  in  the  same  way  as  it  does  its 
own,  but  charging  an  increased  rate  to  the  outside  Municipalities.  For  example,  some 
20  years  ago  Glasgow  used  to  charge  its  own  ratepayers  8d.  in  the  £  on  rental  for 
the  supply  of  water,  whereas  the  rate  charged  to  outsiders  was  lid.  in  the  £. 

13625.  And  now  you  think  that  without  incurring  any  serious  risks  of  a  water 
famine,  the  prospective  needs  of  this  neighbourhood — Cape  Town  and  its  suburbs — 
would  be  safeguarded  if  such  a  scheme  as  we  contemplate  could  be  given  effect  to  within 
eight  or  ten  years  ? — I  certainly  think  that  with  care  in  the  administration  of  the 
existing  wa.er  supplies  you  could  get  along  for  the  next  eight  years. 

13626.  And  with  certain  accessory  arrangements,  such  as  pumping  in  the  Orange 
Kloof  Valley,  you  think,  they  could  get  along  even  for  a  longer  period  ? — Yes  ;  in  that 
case,  I  should  say,  for  the  next  ten  years. 

13627.  And  that  would  give  ample  time  to  carry  out  a  scheme  in  a  thorough, 
businesslike  and  scientific  manner  ? — Yes,  I  have  no  doubt  that  that  could  be  done. 

13628.  But  that  opinion  is  given,  while  insisting  on  the  other  opinion  that  suoh  a 
scheme  will  be  absolutely  necessary  at  the  end  of  that  time  ? — I  consider  that  we 
ought  to  make  arrangements  whereby  a  larger  supply  will  be  available  in  about  ten 
years’  time  at  the  most.  In  any  case  we  have  to  make  up  our  minds  that  a  large 
supply  will  be  required  from  outside  the  Peninsula. 

13629.  And,  of  course,  if  it  were  contemplated  to  increase  the  supply  of  water  for 
garden  purposes,  it  would  be  all  the  better  if  the  scheme  could  be  given  effect  to  at  an 
earlier  date  ? — Yes. 

13630.  It  would  scarcely  be  possible  to  supply  water  for  gardens  from  the  existing 
reservoirs,  in  any  quantity  ? — Not  to  the  extent  to  which  the  people  appear  to  want  it. 

13631.  Have  you  anything  further  to  say,  Mr.  Stewart,  concerning  remarks  that 
have  been  made  about  some  of  your  estimates,  and  about  some  of  your  own  works,  in 
this  part  of  the  world  ? — Well,  I  might  mention,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  don’t  quite  see 
the  object  of  questions  about  my  estimates,  but  I  have  had  no  objection  to  clear  up  the 
matter.  It  is  impossible,  as  I  said  before,  to  carry  out  works  at  an  estimated 
price  if  extraordinary  circumstances  intervene,  such  as  have  happened  in  connection 
with  the  additional  Table  Mountain  reservoir,  namely,  tire  scarcity  of  native  labour, 
plague  and  other  circumstances.  The  only  way  to  keep  within  an  estimate  is  to 
estimate  excessively  at  first  and  trust  to  coming  out  all  right  afterwards.  The  waste  of 
money,  in  my  opinion,  in  estimating  too  much  at  first,  is  greater  than  the  other  way. 

13632.  Of  course,  there  was,  to  some  extent,  a  purpose  in  putting  the  question 
about  these  estimates,  because  it  seemed  to  tire  Commission  desirable  that  some  sort  of 
an  estimate,  as  near  as  possible,  should  be  obtained  of  the  work  we  are  likely  to 
recommend  P—  Well,  I  may  state  that  the  estimate  I  have  given  is  a  very  ample  one, 
and  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  it  will  not  be  exceeded. 

13633.  Is  that  the  estimate  of  1|  millions? — No;  £25,000  per  mile  for  the 
pipe  line. 

13634.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  that  is  the  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the 
pipe,  including  the  expenses  of  putting  that  pipe  down  ? — Everything  connected  with 
the  furnishing  of  the  pipes,  putting  them  into  the  ground,  and  covering  them  up ;  and 
leaving  them  ready  for  the  supply  of  water. 

13635.  Are  there  any  remarks  which  you  would  like  to  make  with  reference  to  any 
work  in  which  you  have  been  engaged,  and  in  which  the  estimates  have  been  exceeded  P 
Is  there  anything  which  you  would  wish  to  put  on  record  ? — No,  I  don’t  think  that 
the  Commission  has  anything  to  do  with  excesses  on  my  estimates.  The  biggest  case  is  the 
new  rJ  able  Mountain  lieservoir,  which  has  practically  been  beyond  our  control  for  the 
last  2  years.  In  the  beginning  of  the  war  we  lost  our  native  labour,  and  then  plague 
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came  ami  reduced  the  number  still  further,  so  that,  at  the  present  time,  instead  of  T 
having  300  natives  at  W'  rk,  we  have  only  100  employed.  Besides,  we  are  now  paying 
them  four  shillings  and  sixpence  per  day  against  three  shillings  at  the  beginning.  25th 

13636.  Mr.  Gurney .]  The  Suburban  Water  Committee  are,  I  suppose,  experienc¬ 
ing  the  same  difficulties  ? — Yes,  but  they  began  under  the  existing  circumstances. 

13637.  Dr.  Anderson.~\  Can  you  give  us  your  opinion  of  the  working  of  Water 
Boards  ? — I  don’t  know  much  of  the  working  of  Water  Boards  of  my  own  personal 
knowledge,  but  I  do  know  that  a  big  Board  is  now  being  started  for  the  Derwent 
Valley  Water  Works  which  are  intended  to  supply  a  very  large  number  of  towns  and 
villages. 

13638.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  Water  Works  having  been  disbanded  ? — No, 

I  have  no  knowledge,  except  what  I  have  read. 

13639.  With  regard  to  one  Municipality  supplying  another  Municipality  with 
water,  are  you  aware  that  the  Manchester  Corporation  are  supplying  some  of  the  large 
towns  with  water  ? — Yes,  I  am  aware  of  that.  • 

13610.  Mr.  De  Vi/liers.']  Do  you  think  that  Cape  Town,  if  entrusted  with  the 
whole  scheme,  could  supply  on  the  same  system  as  they  now  supply  the  Sea  Point 
people,  that  is  to  say,  they  have  now  to  supply  on  the  demand  of  each  inhabitant  of 
Sea  Point  ?  —Yes,  I  think  so,  beoause  Cape  Town,  within  the  last  ten  years,  have 
risen  to  their  responsibility  as  regards  the  water  supply. 

13641.  Chairman.  ]  I  don’t  know  whether  it  is  quite  in  order  for  us  to  ask  you 
questions  about  drainage,  but  if  you  have  any  information,  Mr.  Stewart,  which  you 
might  feel  disposed  to  give,  which  will  be  of  use  to  the  Commission,  on  the  question  of 
drainage,  we  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  it.  You  have  been  connected  with  some 
drainage  works  for  the  Municipality  of  Wynberg,  have  you  not  ? — Yes. 

13642.  I  presume  you  have  devoted  some  attention  to  the  question  of  drainage  in 
this  part  of  the  Cape  Division  ? — Ves,  chiefly  in  connection  with  the  Wynberg  drainage 
works.  Until  the  last  five  years,  there  has  been,  practically,  no  drainage,  exoept  that 
for  Cape  Town  and  Sea  Point. 

13643.  The  information  which  you  have  acquired  has  been  at  your  own  cost,  and 
for  your  own  professional  purposes  and  engagements,  I  suppose  ? — Yes ;  I  went 
thoroughly  into  the  question  of  the  bacterial  treatment  of  sewage  for  Wynberg,  when  I 
was  engaged  by  the  Municipality  in  1897.  At  that  time,  there  were  many 
questions  that  appeared  to  be  open  to  discussion,  and  when  in  England  two  years 
ago,  and  again  last  year,  I  took  the  opportunity  of  visiting  a  large  number  of  works 
where  similar  bacteriological  works  were  either  iu  operation,  or  being  experimented 
with.  I  am  quite  willing  to  give  the  Commission  the  general  results  of  those 
investigations,  but  I  wish  to  state  quite  clearly  that,  when  I  give  this  opinion,  it  must 
not  be  held  as  in  any  way  leading  to  the  conclusion  that  schemes  of  another  character 
submitted  from  other  sources  might  not  be  equally  good. 

13644.  What  systems  of  bacteriological  treatment  have  you  observed  in  Europe  ? 

— Well,  I  saw  all  the  systems  which  are  in  use,  but  chiefly  the  septic  tank  and 
bacterial  filter  systems. 

13645.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  indicate  those  systems  to  us  by  names  which 
are  more  familiar  to  us  ?  Are  those  the  systems  called  after  their  discoverers  and 
inventors,  namely,  the  Cameron  system  and  the  Scott- Mon crieff  system  ? — Yes. 

13646.  They  are  all  worked  on  the  same  principle,  are  they  not  ? — The  same 
principle  governs  the  whole  of  the  bacteriological  system  ? — It  is  a  question  of  liquefying 
the  sewage  first,  and  then  oxidising  it,  practically.  Nearly  all  the  bacteriological 
installations  are  simply  modifications  of  the  cesspool.  I  may  mention  that  I  was  struck 
with  what  I  saw  in  actual  use,  as  compared  to  what  was  stated  in  the  prospectuses  of 
some  of  the  Companies  and  Syndicates;  according  to  the  pamphlets  issued  by  some  of 
the  so-called  patentees,  their  particular  form  of  bacterial  treatment  was  the  best,  but  I 
saw  no  treatment  which  was  quite  up  to  what  was  stated,  although  some  were,  of  course, 
better  than  others.  And,  as  regards  the  contention  that  bacteriological  works,  when 
once  started,  may  be  allowed  to  look  after  themselves,  this  must  be  put  on  one  side. 
They  want  constant  attention. 

13617.  All  of  them  ? — All  those  that  I  saw.  Another  point  that  has  been  made 
great  use  of  is  that  the  filtration  material  does  not  require  renewal.  I  found  no  case 
in  Great  Britain  where  renewal  will  not  have  to  be  effected  sooner  or  later. 
Otherwise  the  working  of  the  filter  becomes  insufficient,  and  the  filter  consequently 
becomes  unable  to  deal  effectively  with  the  sewage. 

13648.  Would  the  material  for  the  construction  of  these  filters  be  found  here 
on  the  spot? — We  shall  use  olinkers  or  coke  and  Claremont  gravel,  and  fill  one 
filter  with  the  one  and  another  filter  with  the  other,  and  see  which  works  the  better. 

13649.  Clinkers  from  the  oven,  you  mean? — Yes,  or  coke.  The  material  which 
seems  to  last  the  best  is  double-burned  coke.  1  don’t  want  to  confine  myself  to 
any  particular  form,  however,  at  the  present  time. 


Mr. 

Stewttrt. 
June,  1902. 
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Mr.  13650.  Generally,  I  suppose,  you  would  say  that  it  would  he  better  for,  aud  to  the 

'  v i  ry  ffreat  advantage  of,  the  suburban  Municipalities,  if  they  could  he  persuaded  to  unite 
tl1.  Juno.  190?.  entirely  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  a  combined  drainage  scheme? — Well,  in  my 
opinion - 

13651  At  all  events,  you  would  be  inclined  to  say  that,  from  an  Engineer  e  point 
of  view,  the  united  actiou  would  be  highly  advantageous  for  the  interests  of  all  the 
k  uuicipalities  ? — I  have  no  doubt,  whatever,  that  the  drainage  of  the  whole  of  the 
Liesbeek  Yalley  should  be  managed  by  one  body,  aud  that  the  scheme  should  be  one 
scheme  and  under  one  supervision.  I  cannot  see  why  there  should  be  any  question 
whatever  about  that.  And  the  whole  of  the  works  connected  with  such  a  scheme 
ought  to  be  subject  to  the  engineering  supervision  of  one  or  two  Engineers,  as  the  case  -r 

may  be,  acting  in  conjunction  with  one  another,  and  not  separately. 

13652.  Dr.  Gre(jor>/.~\  The  Liesbeek  Yalley  is  from  this  side  of  Wynberg  to 
Woodstock,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  it  drains  into  the  sea  near  Woodstock. 

13653.  Chairman .]  From  what  you  have  seen  and  thought  about  the  matter, 
would  you  be  prepared  to  say  that  one  system  of  filter-beds  would  suffice  for  the  whole 
of  that  area  ? — Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  is,  entirely,  a  matter  which  depends  upon  the 
size  of  the  filter-beds.  I  think,  however,  there  might  be  some  doubt  whether  at  the 
lower  end  towards  Woodstock  you  wou'd  not  require  separate  beds  for  the  lower 
levels,  but  this  is  entirely  a  point  which  should  be  left  to  further  investigation  by 
Engineers.  I  am  anxious  to  avoid  giviug  opinions  on  engineering  phases  of  that 
kind. 

13654.  Could  you  tell  us  the  population  of  a  place  where  you  have  seen  a  sewage 
disposal  system  of  this  kind  carried  out  ? — I  cannot  give  you  the  exact  population 
off-hand,  but  the  population  of  Guildford,  where  1  saw  a  system  in  use,  is  a  very 
big  one. 

13655.  And  that  of  Exeter?- — T  did  not  see  the  works  at  Exeter,  but  I  may 
mention  that  Manchester  proposes  to  deal  with  nearty  all  the  sewage  of  its  city  by 
similar  treatment,  and  is  going  to  spend  or  is  already  spending  £250,000  on  the  works 
in  connection  with  that  treatment. 

13656.  In  addition  to  what  they  have  already  spent  on  their  sewers? — Yes.  I 
might  mention  the  case  of  Morecombe,  but  I  don’t  know  that  it  is  of  importance  to  the 
Commission  to  go  into  these  details. 

13657.  Dr.  Anderson .]  Morecombe  is  a  town  on  the  sea  coast,  is  it  not? — Yes.  I 
am  just  giving  you  the  list  of  towns,  and  am  not  speaking,  with  regard  to  them,  from 
my  own  personal  knowledge. 

13658.  Chairman .]  It  might  be  as  well  to  put  the  information  on  record  for  the 
assistance  of  those  who  have  to  deal  with  this  matter,  and  I  shall  therefore  be  glad 
if  you  will  go  on  ? — Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  Morecombe  has  a  population  of  60,000  inha¬ 
bitants,  and  they  have  the  septic  tank  system.  Sheffield,  with  a  population  of  about 
250,00  ‘  inhabitants,  is  taking  steps  for  treating  the  whole  of  the  sewage  of  the 
city  and  districts  by  means  of  biological  methods.  Bradford  also  proposes  to  deal 
with  theirs  on  the  bacteriological  system. 

13659.  And  that  is  also  a  very  large  town  ? — Yes.  As  regards  Manchester,  I 
may  say  that  there  is  a  very  extensive  report  on  the  experiments  that  have  been 
tried  and,  in  fact,  dealing  with  the  whole  question. 

13660.  If  such  a  system  is  carried  out  in  the  Peninsula,  will  it  be  advisable 
to  separate,  entirely,  stormwater  from  the  house  drainage  ? — I  think  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  stormwater  should  be  separately  treated,  but  you  must  take  in  a  little  from 
back-yards,  for  instance.  The  stormwater  in  the  street  must  be  separated. 

13661.  And  now,  from  what  you  have  seen,  do  you  consider  that,  if  this  bacterio¬ 
logical  system  is  earned  out  efficiently,  the  effluent  might  be  put  into  the  Liesbeek 
Iiivor  with  perfect  safety?— It  is  possible  to  produce  an  effluent  which  may  safely  be 
put  into  the  Liesbeek  River,  but  whether  it  is  desired  to  put  it  there  is  quite  another 
question. 

13662.  It  is  an  engineer’s  question  ? — Yes,  and  there  is  another  phase  :  you  will 
have  stuff  running  into  it  from  side  streets,  and  you  will  have  to  make  your  river  very 
much  better  than  it  is  ;  you  cannot  leave  it  in  that  condition. 

13663.  But  it  is  a  possible  method,  I  mean  ?  The  effluent  from  these  filter  beds  is 
occasionally  discharged  into  rivers  in  England,  about  which  the  people  there  are  very 
careful  indeed  ? — Undoubtedly. 

13664.  J.  bolieve  the  body  known  as  the  “  River  Preservation  Commission  ”  have 
sanctioned  the  use  of  the  river  beds  for  carrying  off  effluent  from  filter-beds  ?— Yes.  I 
may  say  in  regard  to  the  purity  of  the  effluent,  that  at  the  works  where  such  systems 
are  carried  out  the  workmen  will  help  themselves  to  a  drink  from  the  effluent,  instead 
of  going  100  yards  for  pure  water;  but,  I  take  it,  that  the  purification  to  that  extent 
i6  somewhat  expensive.  The  whole  question  of  purification  resolves  itself  into  this  : 
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that  you  need  not  purify  your  effluent  further  than  to  make  it  as  good  as  the  water  Mr- 
into  which  it  is  discharged.  T  ‘UKait. 

13665.  It  is  more  or  less  an  hypothetical  question,  but  supposing  that  the  effluent  2oth  190 
could  be  put  into  the  Liesbeek  River,  do  you  think  it  could  be  done  with  economy  in 
the  construction  of  the  sewers  ? — I  should  not  like  to  answer  that  question.  It  is  a 
case  that  will  require  rather  extensive  data,  and  from  the  information  before  the  Com¬ 
mission,  it  is  impossible  to  say. 

136f!G.  Do  you  think  that  we  could  reasonably  expect  so  to  purify  the  sewage  in 
the  suburbs  that  the  tffluent  could  be  put  into  Table  Bay  without  transgressing  the 
regulations  made  by  the  Harbour  Board  ? — I  think  so. 

13667  Would  you  say  the  same  with  reference  to  crude  sewage,  or  are  vou  with 
those  who  say  that  such  sewage  should  not  be  discharged  into  the  Bay  ? — I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  crude  sewage  should  not  be  discharged  into  the  Bay,  except 
at  such  points  where  there  are  decided  currents  to  take  it  away.' 

13668.  From  the  evidence  given  before  the  Commission,  you  are  not  convinced 
that  such  currents  exist  ? — I  daresay  that  you  could  put  sewage  into  certain  parts  of 
the  Bay,  but  I  don’t  think  that  the  evidence  is  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  say  where 
the  outfall  is  to  be.  I  may  say  that,  personally,  I  h9ve  made  no  investigation  in  regard 
to  the  currents. 

13669.  Do  you  think  that  a  proposal  to  filter  sewage,  in  some  such  way  as  you 
suggest,  would  be  likely  to  be  a  much  more  costly  affair  than  to  construct  sewers  and 
discharge  crude  sewage  into  Table  Bay  ? — That  is  another  question  which  wants 
further  investigation,  but,  I  think,  on  the  face  of  it,  one  must  admit  that  it  will  cost 
more  to  treat  the  sewage  by  bacteriological  means. 

13670.  There  would  be  the  cost  of  the  works  and  the  cost  of  labour  at  the  works, 
which  latter  will  le  a  source  of  permanent  expenditure  ? — Yes 

13671.  Dr.  Anderson.]  And  the  possible  cost  of  pumping  f1 — You  would  have  to 
pump  some  of  it. 

16672.  Chairman.']  Would  you  be  prepared  so  far  to  give  an  opinion  on  the 
question  of  cost  as  to  say  that  it  will  necessarily  involve  the  expenditure  of  a  consider¬ 
able  sum  of  money  for  the  whole  drainage  system,  excluding  the  bacteriological 
filters? — Undoubtedly,  the  sewerage  for  the  whole  of  the  suburbs  and  the  Liesbeek 
Yalley  will  be  a  very  costly  work. 

13673.  You  mean,  as  far  as  Municipal  work  would  be  concerned,  excluding  what 
the  ordinary  ratepayer  would  have  to  pay  for  his  private  connection? — I  mean  the  cost 
of  it,  as  a  public  sewerage  system.  Your  houses  are  far  apart  and  consequently  you 
will  have  to  make  long  lengths  of  sewers  for  comparatively  small  populations. 

13674.  The  estimates  that  have  been  hitherto  provided  may  be  put  on  one  side,  as 
being  of  very  little  practical  value  now  ? — Yes.  I  think  no  estimate  for  any  work — 
not  alone  draiuage — which  was  made  five  years  ago  is  applicable  to  the  present  con¬ 
ditions. 

13675.  Would  the  expenditure  incurred  iu  the  city  of  Cape  Town  be  any  guide 
to  the  expenditure  which  is  likely  to  be  incurred  iu  tire  suburbs  ? — I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman. 

13676.  Are  you  not  in  a  position  to  say  whether  the  same  class  of  work  should 
be  carried  out  or  not  ? — I  certainly  think  that  the  work  in  the  suburbs  should  be  of 
quite  as  good  a  quality. 

13677.  Dr.  Gregory.]  I  am  sorry  I  was  not  able  to  be  here  when  you  commenced 
your  evidence  this  morning,  but  you  made  the  remark,  Mr.  Stewart,  that,  practically, 
the  only  difference  between  the  different  bacteriological  systems  is  the  fundamental 
difference  of  putting  down  filtration  ? — Not  that  altogether,  because  there  is  the 
question  of  contact  beds  as  well. 

1367o.  Is  not  that  really  the  main  difference,  the  question  of  whether  you  have  a 
septic  tank  or  a  bacterial  contact-bed  ?— No,  the  septic  tank  is,  occasionally,  used 
with  contact-beds. 

13679.  Ob  yes,  but  as  a  secondary  thing  ? — No,  as  an  essential  to  it,  nowadays. 

136»0.  The  bacteriological  treatment  is  divided  into  two  stages, — the  anaerobic 
and  the  aerobic,  is  it  not? — Yes. 

13681.  The  aerobic  is  the  second  stage  and  is  always  done  by  a  contact-bed 
exposed  to  free  access  of  air? — Or  by  filter-beds. 

13682.  That  is  the  same,  is  it  not? — Well,  there  are  different  degrees. 

Whether  you  say  filter-bed  or  contact-bed  makes  very  little  difference, 
because  you  use  filter- bed  in  its  bacteriological  sense  only,  and  it  really  acts  as  a 
contact-bed,  does  it  not  ? — No. 

1368B  But  the  main  difference  of  method  is  in  regard  to  the  first  stage  of  the 
tiling- -the  auaeiobic  — that  is,  whether  you  have  merely  a  septic  tank,  or  what  is 
a  cesspool,  as  you  call  it,  or  whether  you  have  a  bacterial  contact-bed.  By  contact- 
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Mr  bed,  I  mean  a  bed  filled  with  lajmrs  of  stones  or  other  like  material  to  which  the 
bacteria  can  attach  themselves  ? — The  discussion  at  present  seems  to  deal  with  the 
th  Jun*\  l'JO'j  question  whether  you  require  a  septic  tank  at  all,  or  whether  you  may.  not  simply 
put  the  stuff  into  one  contact-bed,  and  then,  afterwards,  into  another  contact-bed.  But, 
I  think,  it  is  admitted  that  the  septic  tank  is  necessary  now.  1  will  quote  an  opinion 
which  I  think  will  meet  the  oase.  It  is  as  follows : — 

“  The  Manchester  experts  also  recommended  that  the  sewage  as  it  arrives  at 
the  works  should  be  screened  and  passed  through  tanks  provided  with  scum  boards 
and  submerged  inlets  and  outlets  In  the  Parliamentary  proceedings  on  the 
Leeds  Bill  last  session,  Colonel  Harding,  M.I.,  M.E.,  Chairman  of  the  Leeds 
Sewage  Committee,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  sewage 
disposal,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  all  sewage  should  undergo  some  treatment  in 
the  septio  tank  in  some  form,  before  it  is  submitted  to  the  process  of  oxidation  by 
filters,  oontact-beds,  &e.” 

This  shows  that  he  treated  these  as  quite  separate,  and  lie  goes  on  to  say : — 

“  In  addition  to  the  weighty  opinions  given  above,  from  my  own  personal 
observations  of  various  contact-beds  which  I  have  visited,  and  from  experiments 
on  the  sewerage  at  a  private  house,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  sewage 
should  not  only  be  screened  and  passed  through  detritus  tanks,  but  should  also  be 
submitted  to  treatment  in  the  septic  tank  before  it  is  applied  to  the  filters,  or  the 
contact-beds.” 

13685.  The  Scott-Moncrieff  system  differs  from  the  septic  tank  process  in  that, 
instead  of  being  a  plain  septic  tank,  it  is  a  tank  containing  material  for  bringing  about 
contact  ?—  Well,  as  I  understand  the  Scott-Moncrieff  system — I  have  seen  it  at 
private  houses — it  is  arranged  for  upward  flow,  that  is  to  say  the  sewage  enters  the 
tank  at  the  bottom  and  flows  upwards.  And  in  that  way  it  is  a  kind  of  contact-bed. 
13686.  That  is  the  anaerobic  tank  ?  —Yes. 

13687.  The  question  of  deoiding  whether  you  shall  have  a  septic  tank  or  what 
is  generally  known  as  a  septic  tank — which  is  simply  a  plain  receptacle —or  whether 
you  shall  have  one  filled  with  some  material  through  which  the  sewage  filters,  either 
upwards  or  downwards,  is  one  of  the  fundamental  things  at  present  under  discussion, 
is  it  not? — Yes;  but  from  the  evidence  which  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  and  from 
what  I  have  seen  in  England,  the  septic  tank  in  one  shape  or  another — not  necessarily 
called  the  septic  tank — is  the  form  which  is  almost  universally  adopted.  I  cannot  very 
well  go  into  the  question  of  the  relative  scientific  advantages  of  the  different  methods  ; 
we  must  accept  those  adopted  by  towns  which  have  had  the  means  of  experimenting 
on  them 

13688.  Still  the  matter  is  largely  sub  judice ,  at  the  present  moment  ? — Except 
that  the  septic  tank  with  filter  beds  appears  to  meet  all  that  is  necessary. 

1 3689.  You  further  stated,  Mr.  Stewart,  that  the  main  thing  to  be  sure  of  was 
that  you  gave  an  effluent  which  did  not  putrify  ?  -  Yes 

13690.  Is  there  not  another  point,  which  it  is  necessary  to  make  sure  of,  and 
which  at  the  present  time  is  not  quite  certain,  namely,  that  you  get  rid  of  all  pathogenic 
organisms  such  as  typhoid  germs  ? — '1  hat  is  an  important  point,  no  doubt,  but  the  other 
process  which  I  have  indicated  pretty  well  meets  that,  does  it  not  ?  I  mean  that, 
having  destroyed  the  one,  you  have  also  pretty  well  destroyed  the  other. 

13691.  You  really  get  a  non-putrescible  effluent  because  the  organic  material  in 
it  has  been  changed  by  the  action  of  the  germs,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  all  the 
pathogenic  germs  themselves  have  been  destroyed  ? — Of  course  there  may  be  some  of 
them  remaining,  but  that  is  rather  a  question  for  a  biologist  than  for  me. 

13692.  But  that  is  a  very  crucial  point,  if  you  are  going  to  turn  the  effluent  into 
water  which  is  going  to  be  drunk  ?—  I  am  not  meeting  that  phase  of  the  question  at 
all.  I  don’t  say  that  the  effluent  should  be  turned  into  drinking  water,  but  I  do  say 
that  workmen  in  England  drink  it,  which  testifies  to  tire  extent  of  purity  to  which 
it  can  be  carried. 

13693.  You  are  going  to  drain  into  what  is  virtually  a  small  land-locked  lake,  are 
you  not  ? — Do  you  refer  to  the  drainage  for  Wynberg  ? 

13694.  Yes.  You  are  draining  into  Princess  Vlei,  are  you  not  ? — No  ;  we  say  we 
do  not  drain  into  the  Ylei. 

13695.  That  is  what  you  say,  but  you  get  there  all  the  same  ? — We  are  going  to 
put  our  effluent  on  to  the  land. 

13696.  As  a  practical  engineer,  you  will  admit,  will  you  not,  that,  unless 
very  great  care  is  taken,  a  most  undesirable  state  of  things  can  oneur  if  once  you 
begin  discharging  sewage  into  a  land-locked  lake? — No  doubt;  but  the  Municipality  of 
Wynberg  do  not  propose  to  put  any  sewage  into  the  Ylei.  They  say — and  that  is 
their  point — that  the.1)  are  going  to  treat  it — though  it  would  be  as  pure  as  the  water 
in  Princess  Vlei — before  it  leaves  their  filter-beds  and  before  it  goes  over  the  land. 
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13697.  That  I  understand  to  be  the  intention,  but  you  will  agree,  will  you  not,  yfeu-m 

that  very  great  care  will  be  necessary  to  ensure  that  that  innocuous  effluent  is  produced  '  ‘ _ 

before  it  runs  into  the  Ylei? — I  would  certainly  say  that  sufficient  care  should  be  Mth  Jun»,  190*. 
exercised  to  see  that  the  filter-beds  work  properly,  but  I  would  not  say  very  great 
care  ;  such  care,  however,  as  is  applicable  to  any  system. 

13698.  I  will  put  it  in  another  way.  You  could  not  have  a  very  much  worse 
place  to  discharge  sewage  into,  if  that  sewage  is  not  properly  treated  before  it  is  so 
discharged  ? — No,  I  don’t  admit  that  at  all.  There  is  a  considerable  volume  of  water  in 
Princess  Ylei,  and  when  the  water  gets  to  a  certain  height  which  it  does  in  the  winter, 
it  flows  away  from  the  Ylei,  so  that  it  is  not  land-locked  then. 

13699.  What  is  the  area  of  Princess  YTei  ? — I  am  not  able  to  say  straight  off. 

13700.  Could  you  tell  us,  approximately? — No,  but  it  could  easily  be  obtained. 

13701.  You  spoke  just  now  of  stormwater.  Do  you  not  consider  the  excluding  of 
stormwater  an  essential  point,  if  you  are  going  to  have  a  bacteriological  system  ?— I 
think  that  for  bacteriological  systems  the  stormwater  is  excluded  in  all  sewerag-6 
works  in  England  barring  a  little  from  back-yards. 

13702.  But  where  you  have  a  bacteriological  system,  if  you  run  stormwater  into 
your  sewerage,  does  it  not  create  great  difficulty? — Undoubtedly;  and  besides  it  would 
lead  to  considerably  greater  cost  to  provide  the  necessary  tanks. 

13703.  And  the  ultima* e  effect,  if  stormwater  be  led  into  it,  is  that  when  a 
storm  is  on,  the  sewage,  nine  times  out  of  teD,  is  run  untreated  into  the  water  or 
wherever  it  goes?— I  don’t  believe  that  stormwater  should  be  introduced  into  sewers 
at  all,  if  it  could  possibly  be  avoided. 

13704.  With  regard  to  the  drainage  of  the  Liesbeek  Valley,  do  I  understand 
that  you  would  rather  not  give  any  opinion  on  that  ? — I  would  rather  not  give  any 
opinion  in  the  shape  of  criticising  any  scheme  whioh  may  have  been  submitted  to  us. 

I  have  not  sufficient  information  before  me  to  enable  me  to  do  so,  or  to  arrive  at  a 
definite  conclusion 

13705.  So  that  you  would  not  like  to  venture  an  opinion,  as  to  whether  pumping 
is  not  likely  to  be  necessary  in  dealing  with  some  of  >he  sewage  in  the  lower  lying 
areas  ? — Knowing  the  levels  as  I  do  know  them,  I  would  say  that  some  pumping  may 
be  necessary,  but  how  much  it  is  not  within  my  knowledge. 

13706.  If  pumping  is  to  be  undertaken  in  those  low-lying  areas  which  are 
adjacent  to  Cape  Town,  it  could  probably  be  done  more  economically  by  combining 
that  portion  with  the  Cape  Town  area,  could  it  not  ? — It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say 
without  the  full  particulars  before  me. 

13707.  Chairman .]  May  I  just  ask  what  you  mean  by  low-lying  area?  Is  that 
area  very  slightly  elevated  above  the  sea  level,  or  below  the  sea  level,  or  what  are  we 
to  understand  by  it?  —I  should  say  anything  up  to  about  six  or  eight  feet  above  low 
water  mark. 

13708.  As  far  as  you  know,  is  any  of  that  area  actually  below  sea  level  ? — 

I  have  no  levels  which  show  that. 

13709.  Mr.  Gurney.']  In  the  course  of  your  investigations  in  England  and 
Scotland,  did  you  come  across  any  places  where  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  is  dealt 
with  in  a  neighbourhood  which  in  winter  is  a  swamp,  such  as  will  be  the  case  at 
Wynberg  ? — Well,  yes.  I  think  several  of  the  places  that  I  saw  were  surrounded 
by  very  wet  ground,  but  the  question  of  whether  it  is  surrounded  by  a  swamp  or 
not  is  rather  a  detail.  It  entirely  depends  on  the  level  of  the  spot  where  you  are 
going  to  utilise  your  sewage  works  The  level  of  Princess  Ylei  is  some  26  feet 
above  low  water  mark,  whereas  the  place  where  we  propose  to  put  the  sewage  is  45 
feet  above  low  water  mark.  And  it  is  very  sandy  soil  to  a  considerable  depth ;  we 
have  had  several  pits  made  there  to  test  it. 

13710.  You  are  not  taking  it  into  the  part  which  is  a  swamp  in  winter  ? — Oh,  no. 

13711.  Dr.  Anderson.]  Mr.  Stewart,  in  the  crude  sewage,  there  is  a  certain 
amount  of  organic  matter  which  the  septic  tank  is  to  absorb  ?  -  Yes,  it  has  to  liquefy 
it. 

13712.  And  if  it  did  not  go  into  the  septic  tank,  previously,  it  would  have  a 
tendency  to  block  the  contact  or  filter-beds  ? — Yes ;  the  result  is  that  they  choke  up 
very  soon. 

13713.  Are  you  aware  that  these  different  processes  are  classified  into  ten  kinds  ? 

— Yes ;  there  are  variations. 

13714.  For  the  effluent  you  would  ask  for  a  greater  degree  of  purity,  if  you  are 
going  to  put  it  into  a  small  stream,  than  if  you  are  goiug  to  put  it  into  a  large  volume 
of  water  like  you  have  in  Table  Bay  ? —Undoubtedly. 

13715.  Chairman.]  Are  the  works  going  on  at  Wynberg  at  the  present  time?  - 
Yes;  but  only  the  outtall  of  the  sewer  is  being  constructed  ;  the  other  portion  of  the 
work  will  be  proceeded  with  very  soon. 

[G  21—1902.] 
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13716.  What  is  the  estimate  of  the  cost  of  those  works? — £51,000,  exclusive  of 
the  land. 

137 17.  Is  that  the  estimate  for  the  works,  when  completed  ? — Yes. 

137  IS.  Do  you  think  they  will  be  carried  out  for  that  estimate,  under  present  con¬ 
ditions  ? — If  the  price  of  native  labour  continues  as  at  present  there  will  be  a  very 
small  increase. 

13719.  Is  that  estimate  for  the  public  plant? — For  the  street  sewers  and  the 
outfall  \f  >rks. 

137:20.  For  which  the  Municipality,  a9  a  body,  would  be  liable  ? — Yes. 

13721.  Have  you  any  idea  what  length  of  sewer  that  will  come  to,  altogether  ? — 
I  could  not  say  off-hand,  but  it  could  easily  be  ascertained. 

13722.  We  shall  be  glad  to  get  that,  because  it  would  be  helpful  to  those  who 
have  to  deal  with  the  matter,  I  mean,  the  length  of  a  sewer  of  various  dimensions  ? — 
Yes,  that  could  be  supplied,  Mr.  Chairman. 

13723.  And  have  you  classified  the  estimate  of  the  cost  in  the  same  way,  or  is 
the  estimate  as  whole  ?— I  he  sewers  and  the  outfall  works  are  separated  in  the 
estimate.  The  outfall  works  are  estimated  to  cost  £11,000,  I  think,  and  the  rest  is  for 
the  construction  of  the  sewers. 

13724.  Now,  do  you  think,  that  estimate  would  be  any  guide  to  us,  as  to  the 
probable  cost  of  the  sewers  in  the  other  part  of  the  suburbs  ? — No  ;  without  a  full 
investigation,  I  don’t  think  an  estimate  could  be  made  for  the  other  suburbs. 

13725.  That  is  to  say,  unseen  difficulties  may  present  themselves  in  the  way  of 
rock  cutting,  or  other  obstruction  ? — Yes,  and  the  gradients  of  the  sewers,  in  the  other 
suburbs,  may  be  less  suitable  than  in  Wynberg,  where  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  we 
have  very  good  gradients. 

13726.  That  would  mean  a  larger  sewer? — Yes.  I  have  plans  here  of  the 
Wynberg  drainage  scheme  to  which  I  might  refer  for  the  information  of  the 
Commission. 

13727.  We  should  be  glad  if  you  could  leave  them  with  us  for  a  few  days,  so  as 
to  enable  us  to  inspect  them  ?— I  am  afraid  I  cannot  leave  them  here,  but  I  will 
point  out  to  the  Commission  the  position  of  the  works  un  them.  [Witness  pointed 
out  to  the  Commission  the  position  on  the  Plans.] 


MONDAY,  7th  JULY,  1902. 

Present : 

Sir  W.  Bisset  Beery  (Chairman). 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gregory,  Mr.  T.  Stewart. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney.  Mr.  J.  E.  B.  deYieliers. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Anderson. 

Mr.  William  Thorne  (Mayor)  and  Mr.  Josiah  Robert  Finch  (Town  Clerk)  of  Cape  Town, 

examined. 

13728.  Chairman .]  You  are  Mayor  of  Cape  Town,  Mr.  Thorne,  and  you  appear 
on  behalf  of  the  Corporation  of  Cape  Town  to  give  a  little  evidence  on  the  matters 
referred  to  ihis  Commission  ? — I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  do  so  as  far  as  it  is  in  my 
power. 

13729.  We  may  begin  with  a  few  questions  relating  to  the  city’s  finances,  which 
Mr.  Gurney,  as  financial  expert,  will  ask  you,  and  which  you  may  be  able  to  answer  ? 
— I  think  that  perhaps  Mr.  Finch  would  be  the  more  suitable  to  answer  questions 
relating  to  finance. 

(From  this  point  the  questions  were  answered  by  Mr.  Finch.) 

13730.  Mr.  Gurney .]  It  is  laid  down  by  the  Acts  of  Parliament  which  aflyot 
Cape  Town,  as  well  as  by  the  Acts  of  Parliament  which  affect  the  Municipalities 
generally,  that  the  published  accounts  of  the  Municipalities  shall  be  of  the  cash 
receipts  and  payments  during  each  half  year,  although  it  is  also  laid  down  that 
a  statement  of  assets  and  liabilities  at  the  end  of  each  half  year  shall  be  prepared  in 
addition.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  these  requirements  of  the  Act  do  not  suit  the 
working  of  a  large  Municipality  ? — I  think  that  the  Cape  Town  Act  only  requires  it  to 
be  done  once  a  year,  hut  as  to  your  question  whether  the  general  cash  account  is  suit¬ 
able  I  am  of  opinion,  and  I  think  the  Council  share  that  opinion  and  have  done  so  for 
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a  considerable  timo,  that  a  different  system  of  book-keeping  is  necessary  in  order  ^to 
cope  with  the  large  business  matters  which  the  Town  Council  now  have  to  deal  with.  The  '  '  and 

provisions  of  the  Act  of  1893  may  have  suited  the  general  requirements  of  that  time,  j.  R.  Finch , 

hut  with  the  immense  development  of  the  Town’s  electric  lighting  and  water  schemes  7th  1902 
a  better  system  is  required.  That  matter  is  now  under  consideration. 

13731.  Of  course  you  are  aware  that  you  cannot  depart  from  the  terms  of  the 
Act  without  approaching  Parliament,  hut  what  I  am  wanting  to  get  at  is  the  fitness  of 
the  present  system  or  the  need  for  an  alteration  of  the  Act  in  that  respect.  Your 
experience  in  Cape  Town  would  apply  to  some  extent  though  perhaps  not  to  the  same 
extent  to  the  smaller  Municipalities  also,  or  will  apply  in  time  ? — I  think 
the  Council  will  be  able  to  establish  a  system  of  book-keeping  which  will 
not  only  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  hut  will  also  give  the  additional 
information  which  is  required  at  a  glance  in  connection  with  our  large 
business  schemes.  We  are  advised  hv  our  City  Treasurer  and  our  auditors  that  they 
can  devise  such  a  scheme.  There  is,  however,  no  doubt  that  additional  powers  would 
he  desirable,  and  these  would  be  obtained  in  due  course  when  the  Council  are  prepared 
to  go  to  Parliament  for  those  powers. 

13732.  Manifestly,  -while  the  Act  lays  down  that  you  must  publish  a  statement  of 
actual  receipts  and  the  liabilities  which  have  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
period,  you  can  do  nothing  less  than  comply  with  the  Act.  It  is  true  you  may  add 
to  that  but  you  must  follow  the  Act  ? — I  think  that  has  been  done. 

13733.  So  that  it  is  only  the  question  of  additional  information  or  else  getting  an 
alteration  of  the  Act? — We  want  a  comprehensive  profit  and  loss  account  to  be  framed 
for  our  large  schemes  such  as  water  works  and  eleotric  lighting. 

13734.  I  suppose  that  now  that  they  have  developed  into  such  large  undertakings 
it  is  not  always  quite  satisfactory  to  give  the  cash  transactions  alone  ? — Not  from  an 
accountant’s  point  of  view. 

13735.  We  have  heard  something  of  a  proposal  made  by  the  Council  to  start  a 
Reserve  Fund.  Will  you  explain  to  the  Commission  as  well  as  you  can,  what  was  the 
underlying  object  of  that? — The  object  was  simply  to  place  Cape  Town  in  the  same 
position  as  any  well  regulated  Municipality  in  the  t  Id  Country.  It  is  generally 
accepted  that  where  there  are  these  large  works  there  should  be  Reserve  Funds. 

13736.  But  your  difficulty  was  that  you  had  no  legal  authority  for  instituting 
such  funds? — The  difficulty  is  this:  that  the  Act  *does  not  contemplate  these  large 
trading  concerns.  There  is  a  provision  in  the  Act,  as  you  will  doubtless  notice,  with 
regard  to  the  levying  of  a  rate  in  the  Sea  Point  Municipality  which  requires  that  the 
Council  shall  charge  a  certain  amount  for  depreciation  if  that  rate  were  levied  in  Green 
and  Sea  Point.  If  we  had  to  undertake  that  matter  it  would  mean  some  system  of 
book-keeping  to  deal  with  the  depreciation  account,  but  that  particular  account  has 
never  been  started. 

13737.  There  is  also,  I  believe,  a  provision  in  that  Act  that  Green  Point  and  Sea 
Point  may  be  called  upon  to  make  good  any  shortfall  in  the  revenue  arising  from  the 
water  supply? — Yes,  the  ratepayers  of  Green  and  Sea  Point  in  conjunction  with  the 
citizens  of  Cape  Town. 

13738.  And  this  account  could  not  be  conveniently  framed  under  your  present 
arrangements  ? — Do  you  mean  under  our  present  system  of  book-keeping? 

13739.  Yes.  —It  would  necessitate  a  great  deal  of  work  under  the  system  at 
present  in  use. 

13740.  We  have  made  au  abstract  of  your  accounts  for  the  last  five  years  under 
the  headings  of  “  General  Works,”  “  Electric  Lighting  Works”  and  “  Water  Works.” 

The  abstract  is  taken  from  the  Mayor’s  Minutes,  and  from  it  you  will  observe  that  the 
receipts  under  the  heading  of  “  General  Works  ”  were  £687,060  14s.  4d.,  and  the 
payments  £689,001  Is.  lid.,  a  matter  of  only  some  £2,000  difference.  The  ‘‘Electric 
Lighting  Works  ”  have  brought  in  a  sum  of  £112,585  5s.  2d.,  whilst  the  payments 
have  been  £109,136  14s.  0d. ;  the  “  Water  Works  ”  receipts  during  the  same  period 
have  been  £210,708  4s.  3d.,  whilst  the  expenditure  on  water  works  has  been 
£181,363  19s.  4d.  From  that  it  will  be  gathered  that  the  only  notable  feature  is  the 
large  excess  of  water  receipts  over  wrater  payments.  That  is,  roughly  speaking,  I  pre¬ 
sume,  the  profit  on  water  during  that  period?— It  looks  like  a  surplus  according  to 
this  statement. 

13741.  You  will  notice  that  for  1901  the  water  receipts  were  £64,734  10s,  Od. 
and  the  water  payments  £44,734  7s.  6d.,  an  amount  of  £20,000  excess  of  receipts 
over  expenditure,  so  that,  of  the  total  excess  of  £29,000,  £20,000  was  apparently 
raised  in  1901.  To  what  is  that  large  gain  on  the  water  receipts  to  be  attributed? — I 
believe  the  Council  are  advised  that  it  may  be  largely  attributed  to  the  abnormal  con¬ 
dition  through  which  we  have  been  passing  in  Cape  Town  during  the  year  in  question. 

There  have  been  large  numbers  of  men  quartered  in  camps  and  a  large  number  of 
transports  in  the  Doeks. 
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13742.  Is  it  not  due  to  the  supply  to  the  shipping  in  the  Harbour  ? — Not  entirely, 

I  believe,  but  that  could  be  verified  by  a  special  account  being  prepared.  The  Harbour 
Board  receive  their  water  through  meters  which  record  the  quantity  taken,  and  although 
there  are  two  bases  of  charge,  I  think  the  amount  might  easily  be  divided  between  the 
shipping  and  the  rest. 

13743.  We  have  had  it  in  evidence  that  a  very  considerable  amount  of  profit  has 
been,  by  the  action  of  the  Town  Council,  transferred  from  the  Harbour  Board  to  the 
Council; — a  sum  of  £11,000  per  annum,  it  was  stated,  has  been  taken  by  the  Council 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Harbour  Board  were  charging  so  excessive  a  sum  to  the 
shipping  for  the  water  supplied  by  the  Council  ? —  I  think  the  Commission  also  have  it 
in  evidence  that  the  Harbour  Board  are  still  making  a  handsome  profit  from  the  sale  of 
Cape  Town’s  water. 

13744.  The  point  I  was  leading  up  to  was  this  :  has  the  Council  as  yet  indicated 
any  readiness  to  give  up  that  profit  if  it  is  given  for  the  benefit  of  the  Port  instead  of 
to  the  benefit  of  the  Harbour  Board,  that  is  if  a  proportionate  reduction  is  made  on 
the  charge  to  the  shipping  ?—  There  was  some  statement  on  the  subject,  I  think, 
and  some  correspondence.  I  believe  that  the  Harbour  Board  stated  that  they  were 
prepared  to  consider  the  matter,  but  the  fact  remains  that  they  have  never  come  to 
the  Corporation  for  an  agreement  in  regard  to  the  water  supply.  They  want  the 
water  on  tap  so  to  speak — just  simply  to  take  what  they  want  from  day  to  day  and  pay 
for  it.  They  do  not  contract  for  a  certain  quantity  of  water  to  be  specially  provided 
for  them. 

13745.  We  had  evidence  from  the  Harbour  Board,  stating  that  this  loss  of  profit 
was  a  loss  that  the  Board  could  ill  afford  owing  to  their  liabilities  at  present,  but  not 
definitely  promising  that  if  this  sum  could  be  obtained  from  the  Town  Council  it  would  be 
given  to  the  shipping,  thereby  benefiting  the  Port.  What  I  wanted  to  gather  from  you  was 
whether  the  Council  had  in  any  way  shown  a  disposition  to  give  up  this  profit  if  the 
shi pping  got  the  benefit  of  it  ? — That  is  a  difficult  matter  for  me  to  answer.  It  is  a 
question  of  policy,  I  consider,  and  an  officer  of  the  Council  is  not  entitled,  and  should 
not  be  expected,  to  give  evidence  on  questions  of  that  kind.  I  may,  however,  say  this, 
that  I  believe  the  Corporation  of  Cape  Town  have  tried  to  meet  the  Harbour  Board  in 
a  fair  and  equitable  spirit,  but  the  Harbour  Board  have  not  come  forward  with  any 
firm  offer  on  the  matter  of  a  contract  for  water.  The  Harbour  Board  have  preferred  to 
take  the  water  on  the  terms  offered  by  the  Council  and  the  question  of  a  contract  has 
never  so  far  as  I  can  remember  been  before  the  Council. 

13746.  Dr.  Gregory .]  I  notice  that  in  your  “  Electric  Lighting  Works  ”  account 
he  amount  expended  and  the  amount  of  revenue  exactly  balance  each  other  for  each 
of  the  past  two  years  ;  the  one  account  agrees  with  the  other  to  a  penny.  How  are 
you  able  for  two  years  to  strike  an  exact  balance  in  that  manner  ? — The  Council  would 
doubtless  have  been  able  to  show  a  profit  on  Electric  Lighting  Works  but  for  the  fact 
that  the  cost  of  coal  has  been  so  abnormally  high  during  the  12  months  covered  by  this 
account,  thus  making  th9  cost  of  working  considerably  more  than  was  anticipated. 

13747.  I  can  understand  the  two  accounts  approximating  to  each  other  pretty 
closely,  but  how  in  any  large  working  concern,  such  as  this,  where  the  revenue  is 
gathered  from  a  large  number  of  heads  and  the  money  is  spent  under  a  large  number 
of  different  heads,  you  can  come  to  a  balance  so  exact  that  there  is  not  a  penny  difference 
I  cannot  imagine.  Your  receipts  for  1901  were  £33,278  5s.  9d.  and  your  payments 
were  also  £33,278  5s.  9d.  In  1900  your  receipts  were  £28,618  7s.  2d.  and  you  spent 
exactly  the  same  amount.  How  do  you  explain  that  ? — It  is  shown  under  the  headings 
“expenses  of  management,”  “working  expenses,”  “maintenance  and  renewal  of 
plant,”  “  extension  of  plant,”  and  “  interest  on  loans,”  how  the  money  was 
expended. 

13748.  Do  you  mean  then  to  say  that  it  is  merely  a  coincidence  that  for  two 
years  revenue  and  expenditure  exactly  balanced? — You  will  see  that  for  1901  there 
was  £1,437  13s.  lid.  spent  on  extension  of  plant. 

13749.  Then  do  you  mean  that  this  remarkable  fact  is  explained  by  the  amount 
spent  on  the  extension  of  plant  That  is  to  say,  that  the  amount  represents  the  profit 
on  your  working  ? — It  does  not  represent  the  profit.  There  is  no  profit  for  that  year. 
It  simply  represents  that  the  sum  of  £1,437  13s.  lid.  was  spent  on  the  extension  of 
plant,  which  thus  becomes  part  of  the  permanent  machinery. 

13750.  Am  I  to  understand  that  these  figures  of  expenditure  represent  money 
actually  expended  ? — Yes. 

13751.  For  which  I  presume  you  have  receipts  and  vouchers,  and  that  the 
figures  under  the  head  of  “  Receipts  ”  represent  money  actually  received,  for  which 
also  you  have  papers  shewing  how  you  received  it,  then  I  cannot  understand  how, 
in  a  working  concern  of  such  dimensions,  in  two  years  the  receipts  and  expenditure 
should  balance  to  a  penny  ? — The  receipts  are  actual  moneys  received. 


725 


13752.  Mr.  Gurney. ]  Is  it  not  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Town  Council  pays  to  the 
Electric  Lighting  Works  for  the  supply  of  current  for  public  lighting  and  other 
Corporation  purposes  exactly  the  sum  which  is  required  to  balance  the  account? — No, 
the  supply  of  current  for  our  street  lamps  is  at  a  given  charge.  The  energy  used  for 
street  lighting  is  recorded  and  charged  for. 

13753.  Dr.  Gregory .]  Then  how  can  this  matter  be  arrived  at  ?  As  a  practical 
accountant  you  must  know  that  there  must  he  some  way  in  which  this  revenue  and 
expenditure  is  made  to  balance  to  a  penny  ? — All  I  can  say  is  that  the  account  has  been 
audited  by  two  auditors,  a  Government  auditor  as  well  as  an  auditor  appointed  by  the 
Council. 

13754.  It  is  evident  that  you  have  some  elastic  item  that  you  can  expand  or 
contract  in  order  to  make  this  revenue  and  expenditure  meet  ? — The  only  item  I  can 
draw  attention  to  is  the  item  “  extension  of  plant.” 

13755.  You  think  that  that  is  the  elastic  item  ? — It  is  not  elastic,  but  it  may 
cover  the  amount  of  any  surplus. 

13756.  This  is  money  actually  spent  on  extension  at  the  time  the  account  is  made 
up  to  ? — Yes. 

13757.  It  is  probable  therefore  that  you  have  expended  more  than  the  amount 
which  is  actually  put  down  and  you  carry  the  rest  on  under  another  account  ? — The 
Loan  Funds  provide  for  the  major  portion  of  the  extensions  to  the  plant. 

13758  If  so,  then  in  1901  this  £1,437  13s.  lid.  is  an  elastic  item.  You  have 
probably  spent  more  than  that  amount  on  extension.  You  could  not  have  expended 
less  ? — Last  year  the  Council  incurred  a  very  heavy  expenditure  in  connection  with 
their  plant  — an  expenditure  running  into  several  thousands  of  pounds.  In  fact  we 
had  a  special  loan  authorised  for  electric  extension  in  July  last. 

13759.  Still  that  does  not  explain  how  these  two  things  are  arrived  at,  does  it  ? — 
It  is  perfectly  clear  to  me.  There  is  the  amount  of  “  extension  of  plant.” 

13760.  So  that  that  is  the  elastic  item  ? — I  cannot  say  that  it  is  elastic,  but  it 
makes  up  the  difference  between  “  expenses  of  management,”  “  working  expenses,” 
“  maintenance  and  renewal  of  plant”  together  with  “  interest”  as  against  the  receipts. 

13761.  That  is  a  sum  actually  at  the  time  expended  that  you  give  as  balancing 
this  account  ? —  Yes. 

13762.  Is  it  not  rather  a  curious  thing  that  you  should  have  expended  this 
amount  to  a  penny  ? — I  do  not  see  anything  remarkable  about  it. 

13763.  Chairman .]  Do  I  understand  that  your  Electric  Lighting  receipts  for 
street  lighting  in  1901  amount  to  the  sum  of  £5,355  16s.  lOd.  ? — That  is  the  payment 
from  the  general  fund  to  the  Electric  Lighting  Works  account  for  the  street  lighting. 

13764.  But  under  the  “  General  Works”  heading,  the  item  for  street  lighting 
expenditure  is  £5,004  18s.  2d.  ? — There  may  have  been  some  adjustment  from  the 
previous  year. 

13765.  Might  not  the  General  Account  of  the  Corporation  have  been  debited  with 
a  small  sum  to  make  the  two  accounts  just  referred  to  balance  one  another  ?  In  other 
words  you  found  that  you  could  not  debit  yourself  with  the  exact  amount  in  respect  to 
street  lighting  necessar  y  to  balance  the  aocounts  so  that  a  small  sum  was  deducted  from 
the  General  Account  of  the  Corporation  to  balance  the  Electric  Lighting  Account  ? — I 
will  give  the  Commission  the  details  of  this  at  a  later  date. 

13766.  I  suppose  it  would  be  quite  legitimate  to  make  a  contribution  from  the 
general  revenue  to  square  that  account  ?  1  am  only  suggesting  this  as  a  possibility  of 

bow  such  exactitude  is  arrived  at? — There  may  have  been  some  adjustment. 

13767.  Dr.  Gregory. ]  If  such  an  adj ustment  was  made  the  account  should  shew 
that  adjustment,  should  it  not  ? — -This  statement  of  receipts  and  payments  has  been 
made  up  for  the  Commission.  I  may  say  that  our  books  are  open  for  inspection  and 
will  shew  all  the  details. 

13768.  You  quite  understand  that  the  Commission  have  got  these  figures  to  work 
with  and  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  make  use  of  them  in  any  practical  way  unless  we  are  fully 
informed  as  to  how  they  are  arrived  at  ? — If  the  Commission  wish  for  any  information 
I  shall  be  happy  to  give  it  and  supply  any  statements  necessary. 

13769.  In  regard  to  your  revenue  in  respect  of  charges  for  water  in  Cape  Town  : 
1  see  that  for  the  years  1900  and  1901  the  amounts  are  more  than  double  those  of  pre¬ 
vious  years.  In  1901  the  amount  was  £56,937  5s.  8d.,  in  1900  £52,618  18s.  0d.,  whereas 
in  1899  it  was  only  £27,001  0s.  Id.,  and  in  1898  £26,137  10s.  6d.  How  much  of 
that  revenue  is  in  your  opinion  exceptional  and  not  likely  to  continue? — I  think  there 
was  a  question  of  a  similar  nature  put  to  me  a  little  time  ago,  by  Mr.  Gurney,  and,  as 
I  then  said,  I  would  prefer  to  get  the  actual  meter  readings  from  the  Harbour  Board 
and  make  comparisons  before  I  answered  the  question. 

13770.  Is  the  Harbour  Board  portion  of  that  revenue  the  only  variable  one  ? — I 
was  asked  to  explain  by  Mr.  Gurney  what  appeared  to  be  an  abnormal  surplus  and  1 
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Mf«r«  thought  that  it  was  attributable  to  the  fact  that  there  had  been  a  large  number  of 
Vnri  *  '  ,y  transports  in  the  Bay.  and  also  that  wo  had  had  to  supply  water  to  very  large  camps 
f.  a.  r-  -h.  both  at  Green  Point  and  other  places.  I  may  add  that  we  have  also  been  supplying 
Ju1t  Ip(!.,  water  to  Woodstock  and  to  the  Uitvlugt  Location. 

13771.  Will  you  be  able  to  give  the  Commission  an  approximate  statement  as  to 
how  much  of  that,  revenue  may  he  considered  abnormal  and  how  much  may  be  relied 
upon  for  the  future  ? — Tos.  I  think  that  may  he  arrived  at  by  taking  the  meter  read¬ 
ings  and  the  number  of  transports  which  have  been  in  the  Bay,  and  so  forth. 

13772.  In  your  “  General  Works  ”  receipts  you  have  an  item,  “  Fines,  Baud  in 
Avenue,  Interest,  &c.”  :  what  interest  is  that? — It  may  have  arisen  for  instance  by  the 
collection  of  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  rates  before  the  30th  June,  and,  rather 
than  have  a  big  balance  lying  at  the  bank  on  current  account,  we  have  placed  a  certain 
amount  on  fixed  deposit  for  a  number  of  months. 

13773.  Then  it  is  bank  interest  ? — Yes. 

13774.  But  does  that  explain  why  that  item  jumps  from  £6,751  9s.  Od.  in  1900 
to  £10,702  16s.  Od.  iu  1901,  a  difference  of  about  £4,000  in  one  year  ? — There  is  uo 
doubt  that  iu  this  amount  is  included  some  of  the  contributions  from  loans  raised  for 
various  works  which  you  will  find  set  out  on  the  other  side  of  the  account. 

13775.  What  is  the  corresponding  item  on  the  other  side  of  the  account? — To 
some  extent  the  item  “  Sinkitig  Funds  and  Interest  on  Loans,”  an  amount  of  £26,067 
16s.  8d.  for  1901. 

13776.  Mr.  Gurney.]  Was  not  a  large  part  of  that  increase  in  receipts  in  the  item 
referred  to  due  to  the  increase  of  fines  owing  to  the  crowded  state  of  Cape  Town? — 
Yes,  police  fines  are  included  in  that  item. 

13777.  And  they  went  up  very  considerably  in  1901  ? — There  was  a  considerable 
revenue  iu  that  year  from  that  source. 

13778.  Dr.  Gregory.']  Between  the  years  1899  and  1901  there  is  a  difference  in 
he  item  to  which  1  have  referred  of  practically  £7,000  ;  surely  the  crime  of  Cape 
Town  is  not  responsible  for  that  increase  ? — There  was  an  extraordinary  increase  iu 
the  police  fines  during  the  two  years  1900  and  1901. 

13779.  Chairman.']  Reverting  to  the  water  account  for  a  minute :  The  great 
increase  in  the  receipts  for  1901  does  not  arise  from  any  increase  of  the  charge  to  the 
ordinary  water  consumer,  I  presume  ? — No,  that  charge  remains  the  same. 

13780.  Has  the  supply  for  trade  purposes  increased  very  much,  including  in 
“  trade  purposes  ”  the  Railway  and  the  Docks? — The  supply  of  water  to  the  Railway 
is  a  very  small  matter  ;  it  only  meant  a  revenue  of  £250  on  last  year’s  working. 

13781.  But  I  presume  that  the  supply  to  the  Docks  has  increased  very  much  since 
1900,  and  I  was  including  that  under  the  heading  of  “  trade  purposes  ”  for  the  sake 
of  argument  ? — I  think  that  the  Hydraulic  Engineer  of  the  Counoil  will  be  better  able 
to  answer  that  question. 

13782.  Do  you  know  that  the  water  demand  for  trade  purposes  has  increased  ? — 
Yes,  there  is  a  growing  demand  for  water  for  trade  purposes. 

13783.  When  was  the  change  made  in  the  price  of  water  supplied  to  the  Harbour 
Board  ? — About  three  years  ago. 

13784.  Mr.  Gurney.]  Has  the  Town  Council  been  taking  any  steps  to  consolidate 
its  loans  ? — I  do  not  quite  appreciate  the  point. 

13785.  You  have  some  loans  at  a  much  higher  rate  of  interest  than  others.  There 
are  Five  per  cent  Debentures  still  outstanding  and  you  are  borrowing  at  a  much  lower 
rate  than  that  now  ?— Yes,  3^  per  cent  is  our  usual  rate  of  interest  on  loans. 

13786.  Has  the  Council  had  under  consideration  at  all  the  reducing  of  the  rate 
of  interest  on  these  higher  loans  ? — I  think  you  must  be  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
Council  attempted  some  years  ago  to  call  in  that  5  per  cent,  loan,  but  they  were  not 
successful.  They  were  bound  by  the  terms  of  the  debentures. 

13787.  The  offers  they  made  at  that  time  were  not  sufficient  to  induce  the  holders 
of  the  debentures  to  bring  them  in  ? — That  was  so.  If  you  waut  to  call  in  5  per  cent 
debentures  you  have  to  pay  their  market  value,  and  if  you  can  only  give  3^  per  cent 
debentures  in  place  of  them,  you  have  to  make  it  up  in  some  other  way. 

13788.  So  that  the  Council  has  practically  concluded  that,  at  present,  it  cannot 
improve  its  situation  in  that  respect  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 

13789.  You  have  started  a  Sinking  Fund  since  the  1st  January  ? — Sinking  Fund 
payments  have  been  made  for  some  years  past.  According  to  the  terms  of  some  of  the 
debentures,  we  are  bound  to  have  a  Sinking  Fund  to  meet  the  debentures  drawn. 

13790.  Can  you  tell  us  how  much  of  your  debt  is  not  affected  by  the  Sinking 
I'  und  ? — I  cannot  reply  to  that  question  from  memory. 

13791.  Chairman.]  What  is  the  limit  of  the  Corporation’s  borrowing  powers  ? — 
I  think  it  is  about  £2,500,000. 

13/  92.  Do  you  mean  that  that  is  tho  extent  to  which  you  can  can  go  ? — There  is 
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practically  no  limit  if  the  consent  of  the  enrolled  voters  is  obtained.  You  can  borrow  _  ,??ess™ 
to  almost  any  extent.  and 

13793.  You  are  not  bound  by  the  law  which  atfects  Municipalities  in  general  in  J.  H.  Finch. 
that  connection  ? — No,  our  special  provision  is  under  the  Act  of  1893  by  which  the  190> 

citizens  may  authorise  loans  for  public  purposes. 

13794.  I  believe  that  your  indebtedness  at  the  present  time  is  about  £1,000,000? 

— 'Yes. 

13795.  And  your  ordinary  revenue  is  about  £150,000  per  annum,  but  if  you 
added  the  revenue  from  water  it  would  be  £200,000  per  annum,  and  if  you  added  to 
that  the  electric  lighting  revenue  it  would  be  over  £250,000  per  annum,  so  that  if 
you  went  by  the  ordinary  principle  that  a  Municipality  might  borrow  up  to  ten  times 
its  annual  revenue  you  would  be  very  much  within  such  a  borrowing  power? — Yes,  I 
do  not  think  that  Cape  Town  is  unreasonably  burdened  with  public  debt. 

13796.  I  mention  this  because  it  is  an  opinion  of  certain  witnesses  that  the  Cape 
Town  Corporation  is  very  much  overburdened  with  debt.  It  would  not  appear  that 
the  figures  bear  out  that  suspicion  ? — Certainly  not.  We  also  return  our  assets  within 
the  city  at  a  sum  of  almost  £2,000,060.  When  I  speak  of  assets  I  mean  land  and 
buildings  within  the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town.  The  Corporation  have  considerable 
tracts  of  ground  vested  in  them  which  are  at  present  undeveloped  and  their  value  is 
put  down  in  figures,  with  the  other  assets,  at  about  £2,000,000. 

13797.  Which  further  improves  your  position  ?— Yes,  Cape  Town’s  credit  is 
extremely  good. 

13798.  Your  loans  are  now  really  only  four  times  your  annual  revenue  ? — That  is 
so. 

13799.  So  that  even  judging  by  the  ordinary  Municipal  law  you  are  very  well 
within  reasonable  borrowing  powers  ? — That  is  so. 

13800.  Your  rateable  value  has  considerably  increased  within  the  last  five  years  ? 

— It  has  virtually  doubled. 

13801.  The  last  figures  we  have  are  for  1901  which  give  the  rateable  value  at 
£9,475,000,  but  since  then  you  have  bad  another  valuation,  I  believe,  which  has  added 
considerably  to  your  rateable  value  ? —  If  you  will  kindly  refer  to  my  letter  covering  that 
statement  you  will  find  that  1  gave  the  latest  figures  at  over  £12,000,000. 

13802.  Aud  that  riso  between  the  valuation  of  1901  and  this  more  recent  interim 
valuation  is  accounted  for  as  much  by  increase  in  buildings  as  by  increase  in  values  of 
previously  existing  buildings  ? — I  may  say  the  last  valuation  was  the  general  triennial 
valuation. 

13803.  Do  I  understand  that  since  the  previous  valuation  there  has  been  a  con¬ 
siderable  inorease  in  the  value  of  property  within  the  city  limits — that  is  within  the 
last  three  years  ? — Yes,  both  iu  the  number  of  properties  that  have  been  erected  and 
the  increased  value  of  the  previously  existing  properties. 

13804.  That  means  that  property  valued  three  }rears  ago  and  not  altered  is  set 
down  at  more  than  it  was  set  down  for  in  the  previous  valuation  ? — Certainly. 

13805.  May  [  ask  if  there  has  been  any  great  dissatisfaction  with  these  rises  in 
the  valuation  ? — I  think  not.  I  think  that  the  citizens  are  very  well  pleased.  There 
is  a  low  rate  in  Cape  Town. 

13806.  You  think  that  the  citizens  accept  the  valuation  as  fair  and  reasonable  ? — 

I  do.  I  could  forward  a  statement  of  the  number  of  cases  brought  before  the 
Valuation  Court  of  objections  to  the  valuation  as  compared  with  the  number  of 
objections  at  previous  Valuation  Courts,  aud  taking  also  into  cmsid oration  the  respec¬ 
tive  numbers  of  the  proprietors  on  the  Valuation  Rolls. 

13807.  I  believe  that  your  rate  for  the  curreut  year  is  a  lower  one  than  the 
rate  for  last  year  ? — Yes,  I  believe  that  the  rate  for  the  current  year  is  the  lowest  that 
has  ever  been  known  in  Cape  Town.  It  is  2~d.  in  the  £. 

13808.  And  as  far  as  you  are  able  to  judge,  will  that  provide  for  all  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Corporation  during  the  current  year  ? — With  economy. 

13809.  With  such  a  rate  will  you  be  able  to  provide  for  all  the  ordinary  require¬ 
ments  of  the  City  in  years  to  come  ? — If  the  Council  were  to  embark  upon  other  big 
schemes  they  would  naturally  have  to  increase  the  rate,  though  that  might  only  be  for 
a  year  or  two.  I,  personally,  cousider  that  Cape  Town  has  seen  its  worst  days  as 
regards  its  rates. 

13810.  Do  you  consider  that  the  increase  in  the  valuation  of  property  is  likely  to 
keep  pace  with  the  expenditure  required  for  the  Corporation  ? — That  again  is  a  question 
that  will  be  largely  dependent  upon  the  expenditure  of  the  Council  upon  public  works. 

13811.  Is  there  any  reason  to  doubt  that  the  ordinary  requirements  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  will  be  met  by  the  ordinary  revenue,  even  at  this  moderate  figure  of  assess¬ 
ment  ? — So  far  as  I  can  foresee,  there  is  no  doubt. 
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1:812.  T  am  putting  these  questions  because  we  have  had  so  many  witnesses  here 
who  have  objeoted  to  have  anything  to  do  with  amalgamation  with  Cape  Town  because 
they  consider  it  financially  embarrassed  ? — It  is  my  opinion  that  if  the  other  Munici¬ 
palities  are  in  such  a  position  as  Cape  Town  after  embarking  upon  drainage,  water 
supply  and  public  lighting  schemes  they  will  have  reason  to  congratulate  themselves. 

13813.  Mow  long  have  you  been  Town  Clerk  of  Cape  Town  ? — I  was  appointed 
last  year.  I  was  appointed  Acting  Town  Clerk  in  January  of  last  year. 

13814.  Before  that  were  you  connected  with  the  Corporation  ? — This  is  my  tentli 
year  of  service  with  the  Corporation. 

13815.  Can  }'Ou  tell  me  if,  within  that  time,  so  far  as  your  knowledge  goes,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city  have  shown  a  greater  or  a  less  tendency  to  make  their  places  of 
residence  in  the  suburbs? — I  think  that  a  few  years  ago  the  tendency  was  for  people 
to  go  to  the  suburbs  to  live,  but  now  the  position  is  reversed.  People  prefer  to  live  in 
Cape  Town. 

13816.  Is  that  based  upon  any  observation  made  by  yourself? — I  can  only  look 
around  to  such  districts  as  Tamboers  Kloof  and  the  Gardens  and  see  that  there  has 
been  a  marvellous  development  in  the  way  of  house  property,  and  I  tliiuk  that  tends 
to  show  that  my  conclusion  is  a  correct  one.  There  is  no  doubt  that  many  people 
prefer  to  live  in  a  city  where  they  have  decent  sanitary  arrangements,  a  proper  system 
of  sewerage  and  so  forth,  rather  than  have  the  inconvenience  of  the  bucket  system  and 
the  slop  water  system,  which  is  the  case  in  many  of  the  suburban  areas. 

13817.  Are  there  many  large  estates  within  the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town  that 
may  still  be  subdivided  and  sold  for  building  purposes  ?— -There  are  many  large 
tracts  of  ground  on  the  mountain  slopes  which  may  still  be  sold  for  building 
purposes.  There  are,  for  instance,  the  Orangezieht  Estate,  the  Old  Deer  Park 
Estate,  Mellish’s  property  and  other  considerable  holdings  of  private  individuals  in  the 
district  of  the  Kloof,  behind  the  Orphanage. 

13818.  Is  that  all  land  that  can  be  built  on  ? — Yes. 

13819.  Has  the  Corporation  much  land  available  for  building  purposes  ? — We 
have  a  very  fair  estate  in  the  vicinity  of  Boeland  Street.  We  have  had  that  sub¬ 
divided,  and  when  the  roads  have  been  made  and  the  sewers  laid  down,  it  will  be 
available  for  building  plots. 

13820.  Is  that  a  large  tract  of  land  ? — Yes,  it  is  of  very  fair  extent. 

13821.  Is  there  any  provision  in  your  Act  which  makes  it  compulsory  for  the 
Council  to  reserve  the  proceeds  of  land  sales  for  any  particular  purpose  ? — No,  but  the 
Council  have  adopted  it  as  a  principle  that  their  land  shall  not  be  sold  outright.  They 
do  not  intend  to  give  the  freehold  but  sell  it  on  lease,  and  the  result  will  be  that  the 
Council  mil  have  a  steady  revenue  in  the  future.  That  is  the  same  policy  which  the 
Corporation  of  London  have  adopted,  and  no  one  who  knows  anything  of  the  mother 
city  of  the  Empire  can  deny  the  benefits  which  have  accrued  from  that  policy. 


(From  this  point  the  questions  were  answered  by  Mr.  Thorne). 

13822.  Perhaps,  Mr.  Mayor,  you  will  tell  us  your  views  about  the  water  supply  of 
Cape  Town.  Do  you  consider  that  in  the  near  future  you  will  have  to  augment  the 
supply  for  the  city,  or  do  you  consider  that  the  provision  now  made  will  suffice  for  a 
considerable  number  of  years  to  come  ? — On  account  of  the  immense  increase  in  the 
demand  for  water  for  sanitary  purposes,  which  you  will  notice  has  been  the  case 
for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  I  am  quite  sure  that  Cape  Town,  within  another 
decade,  will  require  a  very  much  larger  reserve  quantity  of  water  for  its  summer  con¬ 
sumption  than  it  now  possesses.  If  you  will  kindly  refer  to  one  item  of  the  balance 
sheet,  you  will  find  that  the  water  revenue  has  increased  enormously  within  tire  last 
two  years.  This  is  caused  by  the  town  now  having  become  properly  drained,  so  that 
the  water  required  for  sanitary  purposes  is  very  much  more  than  was  required  prior  to 
that  time.  We  have  now  reached  a  fair  average  as  you  will  see  by  comparing  the 
figures  for  1901  with  1900,  but  when  you  compare  the  figures  of  1900  with  1899  you 
will  see  an  immense  difference.  In  1899  the  supply  was  very  considerably  less.  The 
account  shows  a  charge  of  only  £27,001  as  compared  with  £52,618  in  1900,  and 
£56,937  in  1901.  I  wish  to  impress  that  particularly  upon  you.  You  will  see  that 
the  account  shows  only  £23,000  in  1897,  £26,000  in  1898,  and  £27,000  in  1899,  and 
t hen  a  sudden  jump,  as  I  have  already  mentioned.  That  marks  the  completion,  or  the 
near  completion,  of  our  sanitary  arrangements  throughout  Cape  Town.  This  year  I 
may  safely  state  that  we  have  not  100  houses  that  are  not  connected  with  the  main 
drain.  Some  years  ago  one  of  our  largest  items  of  expenditure  was  for  sanitary  pur¬ 
poses,  but  that  is  now  saved  and  the  Town  Council  have  only  to  pay  the  interest  on 
toe  capital  for  their  main  drainage.  That  being  the  case,  there  will  not  be  the  same 
immense  increase  in  the  consumption  of  water  for  the  next  few  years  that  there  has 
b-  n  in  the  past  five  years.  When  the  Table  Mountain  Reservoirs  are  both  properly 
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completed  they  will  retain  most  of  the  water  from  the  catchment  area,  yet  in  spite  of 
that,  before  the  expiration  of  the  next  decade,  it  will  be  necessary  for  Cape 
Town  to  have  another  supply  of  water  from  some  other  outside  source.  The 
quantity  which  is  estimated  that  we  shall  require  to  be  assured  of  is  not  less  than 
10,000,000  gallons  per  day.  The  present  rate  of  consumption  of  water  in  Cape  Town 
is  a  little  over  2,000,000  gallons  of  water  per  day,  say  perhaps  2,250,000.  It  was  on 
account  of  our  sanitary  arrangements  that  we  anticipated  a  shortfall  in  the  beginning 
of  the  present  year,  and  we  were  obliged  to  reduce  the  consumption  for  a  month  or  so. 
When  our  reservoir  now  under  construction  is  completed  we  look  forward  to  having  a 
supply  equal  to  our  requirements  for  another  ten  years.  Unfortunately,  owing  to 
circumstances  which  our  Hydraulic  Engineer  could  not  possibly  foresee — I  mean 
gravel  under  the  rooks — the  work  on  the  new  reservoir  has  been  somewhat  delayed,  but 
the  Engineer  has  now  authority  from  the  Town  Council  to  employ  any  quantity  of 
labour  within  his  discretion  to  complete  the  works  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  completion  of  this  new  reservoir,  Cape  Town,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
next  decade,  will  be  compelled  to  taka  water  from  some  other  outside  source.  I  have 
made  a  number  of  comparisons,  showing  the  increase  that  is  likely  to  take  place 
within  Cape  Town  proper  in  the  matter  of  building.  I  may  say  that,  with  increased 
tram  accommodation,  practically  the  whole  of  the  mountain  sides  will  be  built  upon. 
In  addition  to  that,  we  look  forward  to  seeing  considerable  building  at  Camps  Bay,  and 
we  will  also  have  to  supply  that  neighbourhood  with  water.  I  may  state  that  the 
Cape  Town  Municipality  hold  a  very  large  area  of  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Camps  Bay.  It  is  the  property  of  the  Municipality.  It  extends  right  down  to  the 
beach  from  Clifton  round  to  Lime  Kiln  Bay,  near  Batchelor’s  Cove,  on  the  Sea  Point  side 
of  Camps  Bay.  The  Municipality  also  owns  large  areas  of  ground  beneath  the  Lion’s  Head 
on  both  sides.  With  a  regular  tram  service  a  good  portion  of  this  land  will  be  built  upon 
and  the  water  consumption  will  proportionately  increase.  Seeing  that  our  rates  are  con¬ 
siderably  less  than  in  the  suburbs — at  any  rate,  considerably  less  than  the  suburban 
Municipalities’  rates  will  be  when  they  get  their  sanitary  arrangements  completed  up 
to  the  standard  of  Cape  Town — we  may  fairly  expect  that  the  building  in  our  area 
will  continue  to  increase. 

13823.  You  mean  to  say,  as  a  public  man  interested  in  the  Corporation  of  Cape 
Town  and  in  the  welfare  of  the  city,  that  it  is  highly  desirable  and  necessary  that  no 
great  delay  should  take  place  in  casting  about  for  a  further  supply  of  water  than  is  at 
present  available  ? — Certainly,  We.  the  Town  Council,  have  the  matter  under  con7 
sideration,  and  have  requested  our  Hydraulic  Engineer  to  lay  any  reports  he  may  have 
in  connection  with  outside  supplies  from  any  area,  at  any  distance  from  Cape  Town, 
before  us. 

13824.  You  consider  that  within  a  reasonable  time — say  ten  years — the  demands 
of  the  population  of  Cape  Town  will  have  outgrown  your  present  possibilities  of 
supply? — I  do;  that  is  my  firm  opinion.  We  shall  have  to  get  an  Act  of  Parliamont 
to  go  outside  our  own  area  to  obtain  this  water. 

13825.  Up  to  the  present,  you  have  taken  no  steps  beyond  authorising  the  obtain¬ 
ing  of  reports  ? — No,  but  we  are  considering  the  question  of  supplies  from  various 
sources,  from  Piquet  berg  Hoad  in  one  direction,  and  also  in  other  directions. 

13826.  But  the  Corporation  have  not  decided  upon  any  of  these  sources  ? — Not  up 
to  the  present. 

13827.  May  I  ask,  have  the  Corporation  sufficient  faith  in  their  own  ability  as 
administrators  to  hesitate  in  placing  this  matter  of  water  supply  in  the  hands  of  any 
Board  other  than  the  Council  ? — The  Corporation  have  confidence  in  themselves,  and 
can  control  all  the  water  for  consumption  in  the  city,  and  are  quite  prepared  to  do  that, 
as  well  as  to  supply  any  other  Corporation  that  is  prepared  to  take  it  from  them.  We 
have  appointed  a  special  Waterworks  Engineer  in  the  person  of  our  former  City  Engi¬ 
neer  to  give  his  whole  time  to  the  question  of  waterworks.  Our  new  City  Engineer’s 
services  will  be  devoted  more  particularly  to  the  general  requirements  of  the  Engineer- 
in-chief  for  Cape  Town.  We  feel  that  we  have  sufficient  experience,  and  are  quite 
prepared  to  do  all  that  is  necessary  to  take  the  whole  of  the  water  schemes  for  sup¬ 
plying  Cape  Town  and  the  other  Municipalities  under  our  control,  and  I  may  say  that 
I  am  convinced  that  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the  adjoining  Municipalities  if  tiiat 
was  done.  I  am  a  large  owner  of  property  in  the  suburbs,  so  that  I  do  not  speak  from 
a  purely  Cape  Town  stand-point.  If  Cape  Town  wished  to  borrow  money  it  could  do 
so  at  &  much  lower  rate  than  any  other  local  body  in  the  Peninsula.  There  was  clear 
proof  of  that  the  other  day  when  the  Suburban  Waterworks  required  to  borrow  money. 
They  tried  to  float  a  loan  in  England  at  4  per  cent.,  but  it  fell  through.  Cape  Town’s 
loan  at  present  is  at  31  per  cent.,  and  rather  above  par. 

13828.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  credit  of  Cape  Town  will  suffer 
n  the  future  ? — On  the  contrary  it  will  become  more  stable  and  firmer,  because  the 
City’s  assets  are  increasing  in  value  daily. 
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138*20.  Do  von  anticipate  that,  with  the  completion  of  the  new  reservoir  at  present 
under  construction,  you  will  be  able  to  lower  the  price  of  water  to  the  ordinary 
domestic  consumer? — No,  I  do  not  see  why  we  should.  We  supply  it,  now  at  the  rate 
of  about  ljd.  per  100  gallons,  and,  surely,  if  you  can  buy  100  gallons  of  water  at  a 
price  of  a  bottle  of  ginger  beer  it  is  as  cheap  as  any  consumer  can  expect  it.  There 
has  bsen  no  complaint  with  regard  to  the  price  of  our  water  to  the  general  householder 
in  Cape  Town.  I  may  state  that  we  have  in  contemplation  an  extensive  salt  water 
scheme  which  can  he  applied  for  sanitary  purposes.  During  the  period  of  the 
deficiency  of  water  in  the  last  dry  season  we  allowed  the  householders  free  use  of  all 
pipes  aud  mains  in  connection  with  the  salt  water  sj'stem.  There  is  now  an  extension 
of  this  system  under  consideration.  Mr.  Wynne  Roberts,  our  engineer,  is  working  up 
a  scheme  for  supplying  a  much  larger  quantity  of  water  to  be  taken  from  either  the 
neighbourhood  of  Three  Anchor  Bay  or  Camps  Bay  to  supplement  the  fresh  water 
supply  for  sanitary  purposes. 

13830.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  Corporation  of  Cape  Town  would  be 
quite  willing  to  consider,  and,  if  pissible,  to  carry  out,  a  water  scheme  for  supplying 
not  only  the  city  but  the  whole  of  the  suburbs  as  well? — The  Corporation,  from  the 
sense  of  the  Council  at  present,  and  I  think  from  what  I  have  heard  from  the  principal 
ratepayers  of  the  city,  will  be  quite  prepared  to  undertake  that.  They  are  either 
prepared  to  carry  it  out  themselves  or  to  fall  in  with  any  offer  from  the  adjoining 
Municipalities.  I  feel  sure  that  one  large  scheme  would  be  worked  much  cheaper 
than  various  small  schemes.  There  would  be  a  saving  in  every  direction.  There 
would  only  be  one  hydraulic  engineer  and  one  secretary  required.  In  fact  the  whole 
of  the  work  might  be  done  by  our  present  staff  of  officials. 

13831.  Reverting  to  the  question  of  salt  water  for  flushing,  and,  more 
particularly,  for  watering  the  streets,  has  no  serious  complaint  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Municipality  of  deleterious  effects  following  upon  the  application 
of  salt  water  for  the  roads  ? — Perhaps  there  has  been  a  little  discussion  on  the  ques¬ 
tion,  but  salt  water  has  been  used  for  years  past  for  that  purpose.  What  the  effect  of 
the  use  of  salt  water  has  been  it  is  not  for  me  to  say.  It  is  more  a  question  for  the 
experts.  We  have  been  using  salt  water  for  many  years  for  those  purposes.  We  have 
had  no  complaints  in  writing  to  the  Municipality  that  I  am  aware  of. 

13832.  Dr.  Gregory .]  You  said  that  this  big  increase  in  the  water  revenue  during 
the  years  1900  and  1901  was  due  to  the  sewerage  system  having  been  completed  and 
more  water  being  required  ? — I  said  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  it  was  due  to  that. 

13833.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  majority  of  your  sewerage  conuections  were  already 
made  by  1899  ? — Not  the  majority.  The  drainage  was  going  on  at  that  time  but  the 
connections  had  to  follow. 

13834.  From  1899  to  1900  there  was  a  jump  of  £25,000.  Do  you  say  that  the 
bulk  of  that  money  was  spent  on  water  to  go  down  the  drains,  because,  if  so,  you  are 
m  iking  out  that  your  sewers  are  costing  the  ratepayers  a  pretty  penny  indeed  ? — The 
ratepayers  are  perfectly  well  satisfied  with  their  bargain.  Our  system  is  more  econo¬ 
mical  than  the  old  tub  system  and  infinitely  better  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view. 

13835.  You  stated  that  you  had  no  powers  to  go  outside  the  Municipality  for 
water  ? — That  is  correct,  according  to  our  Act  of  Parliament. 

13835.  But  I  read  a  report  of  the  proceedings  at  your  Council  meeting  the  other 
day  at  which  £1,500  was  voted  for  an  investigation  of  the  water  supplies  outside  the 
Peninsula  ? — That  is  so. 

13837.  According  to  your  own  statement  you  had  no  1  egal  power  to  make  that 
vote  ? — We  have  powers  within  the  Cape  Division.  This  money  may  be  expended 
within  the  Cape  Division,  but,  at  any  rate,  we  are  quite  pr  epared  to  accept  the  risk 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  objecting  to  any  expenditure  of  that  kind.  U  he  expen¬ 
diture  of  a  few  thousand  pounds  to  increase  the  supply  of  water  for  the  town  is,  in  the 
opinion  of  any  sensible  man,  well  laid  out.  We  are  quite  prepared  to  take  the 
responsibility  until  Parliament  are  prepared  to  grant  us  extended  powers. 

13838.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  trying  to  do  your  best  for  Ihe  future  interests  of 
the  Municipality  you  have  been  bound  to  undertake  an  expenditure  for  which  you  have 
no  legal  powers  ? — Not  necessarily.  We  have  sufficient  power  to  do  that  without 
apply  ng  to  Paruament.  We  should  not  be  doing  justice  to  the  inhabitanls  of  i  ape 
own  were  we  not  prepared  to  expend  a  trifling  sum  of  money  to  discover  supplies  from 
outside  sources  I  know  that  we  should  be  blamed  by  the  inhabitants  were  we  not  to 
take  all  possible  precautions,  even  if  we  were  doing  an  illegal  action. 

13839.  In  ymur  water  works  expenditure  which  we  have  before  us  I  notice  that 
while  your  working  expenses  have,  on  the  whole,  diminished  year  by  year,  with  the 
exception,  perhaps,  of  two  years,  the  expenses  of  management  have  greatly  increased. 
In  1897  the  working  expenses  were  £1,188  12s.  2d  ;  in  1898  £4,760  13s.  6d;  and  in 
1901  £3,892  16s.  lid.,  yet  the  expenses  of  management  have  been  increasing.  In 


731 


1897  they  were  only  £2,460  8s.  9cl.,  but  they  have  gone  upwards  continuously,  until, 
in  1901,  they  were  £1,780  10s.  lid.  That  is  to  say  the  expenses  of  management  in 
1897  were  only  20  per  cent,  of  the  expenditure,  whereas  in  1901  they  were  27|  p^r 
cent.  How  is  that  accounted  for? — I  think  myself  that  it  can  be  very  easily 
accounted  for.  The  larger  the  business  revenue  ami  the  larger  the  business  to  control 
the  larger  must  be  the  management  expenses.  The  expenses  of  management  must 
grow  with  the  growth  of  the  institution.  It  is  quite  natural  that  the  staff  would 
increase. 

13840.  Do  you  consider  that  the  increase  is  a  reasonable  one  ? — I  think  it  is  a 
very  fair  and  reasonable  increase. 

13841.  Do  you  consider  that  the  mere  gathering  in  of  an  extra  £25,000  of 
revenue  should  entail  nearly  £2,000  extra  expenses  of  management  ? — It  is  not  merely 
the  gathering  in  of  that  revenue  that  accounts  for  the  extra  expenditure. 

13842.  But  the  working  expenses  are  quite  apart  from  the  management  expenses  ? 
— There  are  other  expenses  of  management  than  those.  First  of  all  you  have  a  large 
staff  and  increased  salaries  to  pay  out  of  your  increased  revenue.  That  is  the  general 
rule  of  all  business  transactions  in  my  experience. 

13813.  Then  is  this  increase  due  to  increased  salaries? — I  do  not  say  that, 
entirely.  There  may  be  other  reasons  connected  with  it.  If  you  have  an  increase  of 
staff  you  have  an  increase  of  office  expenditure  and  all  those  other  little  things  which 
will  take  place. 

13844.  But  do.s  not  it  seem  a  large  increase — one  of  100  per  cent.  ? — It  is  not 
quite  so  much  as  100  per  cent. 

13845.  It  is  not  far  off — an  increase  from  £2,400  to  £4,780  is  very  nearly  100 
per  cent  ? — But  there  is  a  good  period  of  time  intervening,  and  look  at  the  revenue 
how  it  has  increased  in  proportion.  Personally,  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  if  it  was  a 
mercantile  concern  they  would  be  pleased  to  shew  such  results.  You  need  only  look 
at  the  revenue  of  last  year  as  compared  witli  previous  years  to  see  that. 

13846.  In  the  year  1901  you  made  a  profit  on  the  "water  works  of  £31,000.  Now 
was  not  a  large  proportion  of  that  £31,000  used  to  square  the  accounts  on  other  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Council? — I  do  not  understand  what  you  mean  by  squaring  the  accounts. 

L 3847.  Where  you  had  a  deficiency  on  another  account  you  obtained  money  for 
it  from  your  large  profits  on  water? — ,\o,  we  did  not  do  that. 

13818.  Then  what  became  of  the  £31,000  profit? — You  must  bear  in  mind  that 
for  many  years,  in  past  days,  the  Water  Works  Department  was  carried  on  at  a 
dead  loss.  The  profit  and  loss  account  is  carried  on  at  rhe  present  day  and  a  portion 
of  last  year’s  profit  was  placed  to  the  redemption  of  the  debt,  whilst  another  portion 
was  placed  in  the  Suspense  Account.  That  Suspense  Account  will  be  absorbed  in 
supplying  new  pipes  to  the  town.  The  im  reused  consumption  means  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  pipes  and  an  increase  in  the  size  of  pipes  now  laid  down.  It  is  quite  on 
a  business  principle  that  these  sums  are  placed  to  a  suspense  account. 

13849.  The  deficiencies  of  previous  years  have  now  been  wiped  off  by  the  sur¬ 
pluses  of  more  recent  years  ? — The  surpluses  of  recent  years  have  been  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  account,  but  the  old  deficiencies  are  not  yet  wiped  off. 

13850.  I  ask  these  questions  because  a  Sea  Point  witness  rather  made  a  point  of 
the  fact  that  whereas  they  were  charged  the  same  rate  for  water  as  the  Cape  Town 
consumer,  in  accordance  with  the  Act,  they  reap  none  of  the  profits,  but  now  your 
answer  quite  disposes  of  their  contention  ? — Speaking  on  the  subject  of  the  water  supply 
to  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point  being  at  the  same  rate  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Town, 
perhaps  you  will  allow  me  to  state  that  the  Municipal  officers  in  the  past  made  a  very 
great  error  in  the  matter  of  this  Act.  The  Act  stated  that  Green  and  Sea  Point  were  to 
be  supplied  with  water  and  it  would  have  been  quite  sufficient  if  Cape  i  own  had  supplied 
them  with  the  water  at  the  bouudary  of  the  Municipality.  Instead  of  that,  Cape 
Town,  in  its  generosity,  has  extended  the  distribution  of  water  throughout  the  whole 
of  Green  and  Sea  Point  at  the  expense  of  Cape  Town.  Cape  Town  ought  not  to 
have  gone  beyond  their  own  boundary  with  their  pipes.  The  Green  and  Sea  Point 
Municipality  should  have  received  the  water  at  their  boundary  and  distributed  it 
through  their  own  pipes. 

13851.  Is  that  a  specific  provision  of  the  Act  ? — It  does  not  state  in  so  many 
words  that  the  water  shall  be  delivered  at  the  boundary  of  rhe  Municipality,  but  I 
learn  that  Cape  Town  would  have  been  quite  within  its  rights  had  the  wat-r  been 
handed  over  at  the  boundary. 

13852.  But  does  not  the  spirit  of  the  Act  imply  that  you  should  supply  the  water 
to  the  householder  of  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point  in  the  same  manner  and  on  the  same 
terms  as  to  the  householder  of  your  own  city  ? — We  have  a  legal  opinion  that  we  might 
have  delivered  the  water  at  our  boundary  and  left  it  to  the  other  Municipality  to  dis¬ 
tribute. 
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1*3853.  But  iu  that  ease  would,  the  charge  to  the  inhabitants  of  Sea  Point  be 
exactly  the  same  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Town  ? — Oh,  yes,  as  far  as  we  are  con¬ 
cerned.  According  to  the  Act  our  duty  is  a  plain  one.  The  Act  says  : — “  'i  he  Council 
shall  make  and  maintain,  at  all  times,  in  serviceable  order  and  efficient  repair,  all  dams, 
tanks,  reservoirs  and  other  works  necessary  for  the  impounding  of  an  adequate 
supply  of  water  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Municipalities  of  Cape  Town 
and  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point  and  to  the  shipping  in  Table  Bay;  as  also 
all  mains,  branch  service  pipes  and  other  appurtenances  required  to  oonvey 
that  supply  to  every  locality  or  district  entitled  to  it  by  the  provisions  of  this  Act.” 
Toil  see,  therefore,  that  Sea  Point  and  Green  Point  are  in  the  same  position  as  the 
Harbour  Board  and  our  supply  of  water  goes  to  the  Docks  in  hulk  and  they  distribute 
it.  I  may  say  that  I  noticed  in  one  of  the  reports  of  the  sittings  of  this  Commission 
that  the  Chairman  of  the  Harbour  Board  stated  that  they  had  to  provide  tanks  and 
other  things  to  store  their  water.  But  he  might  have  added  that  they  had  only  to 
provide  tanks  the  same  as  any  private  householder  who  takes  his  100  gallons  or  200 
gallons  of  water  per  day  has  to  provide.  The  Harbour  Board  have  no  reservoirs. 

13851.  Chairman .]  Do  I  understand  that  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  have  laid 
pipes  in  the  Green  and  Sea  Point  Municipal  area  ? — Yes,  all  over  that  Municipality. 

13855.  Can  you  give  us  a  statement  of  the  capital  you  have  invested  in  those  pipes, 
&c.  ? — "We  shall  be  pleased  to  supply  it. 

13856.  Dr.  Gregory.]  Section  123  of  the  Act  reads  as  follows  : — “  It  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Council,  from  time  to  time,  with  consent  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Municipality  of  Green  Point  and  Sea  Point  to  lay  under  any  of  the  streets,  roads 
and  public  places  within  the  said  Municipality,  such  mains,  service  pipes  and  water- 
leadings,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council  it  may  be  advisable  to  provide  for  the 
purpose  of  facilitating  the  supply  of  water  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Municipality, 
and  the  same  to  keep  in  order,  repair  and  renew  from  time  to  time.”  That  speci¬ 
fically  provides  for  this  work  being  done  by  your  Council  ? — It  only  gives  us  the 
permission  to  do  so.  It  does  not  follow  that  we  were  obliged  to  do  it. 

13857.  But  surely  the.  spirit  of  the  Act  seems  to  imply  that  you  were  to  do 
it  ? — We  have  been  advised  that  we  were  not  obliged  to  do  it. 

13858.  Presuming  that  there  was  a  large  scheme  of  water  supply  to  be  under¬ 
taken  for  the  Peninsula,  would  there  be  any  objection  to  Cape  Town  joining  in  that 
scheme  ? — It  would  require  a  good  deal  of  consideration  before  we  gave  up  our 
certainty  for  an  uncertainty.  At  present  we  have  our  water  supply  in  good  working 
order  and  all  I  could  safely  say  would  be  that  if  there  were  any  scheme  to  be  laid 
before  us  it  would  receive  every  consideration. 

13859.  You  admit  that  it  is  necessary  to  go  outside  your  Municipality  to 
a  distance  to  obtain  a  suitable  supply  in  the  future  ? — I  admit  that. 

13860.  Therefore,  what  objection  would  there  be,  if  a  suitable  and  proper  scheme 
were  found,  to  the  Town  Council  joining  in  that  scheme  ? — It  would  depend  upon  how 
the  control  of  it  might  be  arranged. 

13861.  What  is  your  idea  of  the  control  of  such  a  scheme  as  that?  —My  idea  is 
that  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  should  have  the  control  of  it.  We  should  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  deal  liberally  and  put  the  other  Municipalities  on  an  equality  with  us  in 
regard  to  the  outside  supply  but  we  could  not  pool  our  present  supply  in  Cape  Town. 

13862.  When  you  say  that  the  scheme  should  be  under  the  control  of  the  Cape 
Town  Municipality  do  you  mean  that  it  should  be  under  their  sole  control? — We 
should  give  the  others  a  voice  in  it. 

J  3863.  To  what  extent  ? —  To  the  extent  of  about  two-fifths  to  Cape  Town’s 
three-fifths.  You  must  bear  in  mind,  when  discussing  this  matter  of  the  voice  of  the 
outside  Municipalities,  that  the  suburban  ratepayers  are  largely  interested  also  in  Cape 
Town.  (  ape  Town’s  mercantile  community,  professional  community  and  Civil 
>ervi<-  •  community  have  all  got  votes  in  Cape  Town,  though  they  may  live  in  the 
suburbs.  I  think,  therefore,  that  if  the  suburbs  had  a  two-fifths  representation  on  the 
Board  to  Capie  Town’s  three-fifths  their  interests  would  not  be  Jikely  to  be  neglected. 

1 3864.  On  what  do  you  base  this  proportion  of  two-fifths  as  against  three-fifths  ? 
— In  the  first  place  the  consumption  of  the  supply  would  be  much  larger  in  Cape  Town 
than  in  the  country.  Then  the  security  of  Cape  Town  would  bo  worth  much  more 
than  the  security  of  the  country  in  the  matter  of  the  raising  of  loans. 

13865.  On  what  particular  figures  do  you  base  your  proportion? — I  think  that 
the  figures  will  hear  me  out  that  the  consumption  would  be  greater  in  Cape  Town,  and 
that  Cape  Town’s  proportion  of  the  guarantee  for  the  expenses  of  the  scheme  would 
also  have  to  be  greater. 

13866.  How  would  you  provide  for  the  two-fifths  representation  ? — That  might 
be  provided  for  by  the  nomination  of  representatives  from  the  various  Municipalities. 

13867.  Representatives  to  what  ? — To  a  board. 
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13868.  Then  you  get  a  Water  Board? — Yes. 

13869.  So  that  the  matter  would  not  be  really  under  the  control  of  the  Cape  Town 
Council? — Except  that  Cape  Town  would  have  three-fifths  of  the  representation. 

13870.  You  would,  then,  be  prepared  to  accept  a  Water  Board,  or  an  independent 
local  authority,  so  far  as  this  outside  scheme  is  concerned,  provided  that  your  Council 
had  adequate  representation  upon  it  ? — Yes,  but  the  Board  should  not  interfere  with 
our  present  water  supply  and  oar  present  assets.  It  should  be  quite  a  separate  scheme. 
We  could  not  put  our  present  supply  and  the  valuable  assets  we  have  in  the  reservoirs 
on  the  mountain  at  the  disposal  of  this  Board.  The  water  supply  from  the  country 
could  be  easily  worked  as  a  separate  scheme  entirely  apart  from  the  present 
supply. 

13871.  What  is  your  objection  to  a  large  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  whole  of 
the  Peninsula  in  which  all  present  and  future  assets  and  works  should  be  pooled  ? — We 
have  not  gone  into  the  question  at  all  from  the  point  of  view  of  pooling  all  our  present 
assets. 

13872.  But  as  a  matter  of  principle,  and  of  efficient  working,  what  objection 
should  there  be  to  this  ?  You  would  make  no  loss  ?■ — We  might  make  a  loss.  We 
might  be  compelled  to  supply  outside  demand  for  water  that  we  have  already  stored  of 
our  own,  and  that  would  not  te  fair  to  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Town.  We  have  a 
certainty  now.  Why  should  we  go  in  for  an  uncertaint}-  ? 

13873.  Surely  there  would  be  no  uncertainty  in  a  large  scheme  for  the  furnishing 
of  at  least  10,000,000  gallons  per  day  to  the  Peninsula,  with  the  power  to  bring  it  up 
to  40,000,000  gallons  per  day  if  occasion  required  ? — We  know  not  what  might  occur, 
and  we  do  know  what  we  have.  Let  me  put  to  you  the  possibility :  Supposing 
that  from  unforeseen  circumstances  preventing  our  getting  water  from  the  country, 
through  the  mains  being  brokeu  or  from  other  reasons,  we  have  our  own  supply  on 
Table  Mountain  and,  with  economy,  we  would  be  able  to  supply  Cape  Town  for  100 
days  in  dry  weather  with  it.  We  have  our  owu  asset  and  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  pool  it,  and  be  compelled  to  give  away  what  we  have  been  husbanding  our 
resources  to  obtain  at  the  present  time. 

13874.  But  it  would  be  very  unlikely  that  you  would  be  deprived  of  this  outside 
source  of  water  supply  for  100  days  through  any  bursting  of  the  main? — Other 
circumstances  might  arise,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  members  of  this  Commission 
are  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  reasons  why  it  is  specially  desirable  that  we  should 
have  a  large  supply  on  Table  Mountain  to  meet  any  emergency.  .<-£>, 

13875.  I  can  quite  see  that  it  is  evident  if  the  water  to  Cape  Town  was  limited  in 
amount  that  Cape  Town  should  keep  what  it  has  got,  but  when  you  have  a  large 
scheme  that  is  to  remove  any  doubt  or  danger  as  to  sufficiency  of  supply  over  all 
parts  of  the  Peninsula,  surely  that  principle  of  keeping  what  you  have  got  has  no 
justification  ? — I  think  that  it  has,  and  that  is  my  reason  for  speaking  as  I  do. 

13876.  It  may  have  a  justification  now,  but  would  it  have  a  justification  later  on 
when  there  is  no  danger  of  a  shortfall? — You  could  not  possibly  get  an  outside  supply 
without  some  danger. 

1 38  7 7.  But  supposing  that  your  experience  was  sufficient  to  shew  you  that  you  could 
get  this  large  outsid-.-  supply  without  substantial  danger  of  failure  ? —  i  he  experience 
is  not  sufficient  to  shew  that  there  might  not  be  danger  to  the  inhabitants  of  Cape 
Town  being  cut  off  from  outside  supply  under  special  circumstances. 

13878.  Then  I  take  it  that  your  objection  to  pooling  your  water  supply  in  the 
future  is  merely  based  upon  the  hypothetical  danger  of  supplies  running  short  ? — That 
is  one  point  and  a  very  strong  point. 

13879.  If  that  danger  could  be  shewn  no  longer  to  exist  would  you  have  any 
objection  ?  —There  are  other  reasons. 

13880.  Will  you  tell  us  what  they  are?  — We  have  our  own  asset  which  we  are 
not  prepared  to  give  away. 

13881.  But  that  asset  is  only  of  this  value  so  long  as  you  have  no  competing 
supply  ? — You  coul  1  not  give  us  a  competing  supply  at  a  decreased  rate. 

13882.  Supposing  that  you,  as  the  Town  Council,  brought  in  a  further  supply  to 
the  town  of  10,000,000  gallons  per  day,  your  present  assets  would  only  become  pro¬ 
portionately  of  value  to  the  part  they  bore  of  the  whole  scheme? — You  could  not 
supply  water  from  any  outside  source  at  a  lower  rate  than  we  supply  it  now. 

13883.  Are  you  of  opinion  theu  that  there  would  be  practical  pecuniary  loss  to 
Cape  Town  in  the  event  of  its  combining  in  a  joint  scheme  ? — That  would  depend 
upon  the  basis  upon  which  you  went  to  work. 

13884.  But  there  could  be  a  basis  upon  which  you  would  be  liable  to  no 
pecuniary  loss  ? — I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  anything  might  not  be  possible. 

13885.  But  if  that  basis  could  be  arrived  at,  do  not  you  think  that  it  would  be 
wise  for  the  Cape  Town  Council  to  combine  in  one  scheme  ? — Not  if  you  had  to  put 
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into  the  scheme  the  present  assets  of  the  Council.  I  would  agree  to  a  combination 
in  one  scheme  for  an  outside  supply. 

13886.  Mr  Gurney.']  You  are  aware  that  Wynberg  is  well  supplied  with  water 
and  that,  when  it  has  finished  its  reservoir,  it  will  be  excellently  supplied  ? — I  am  not 
so  sure  of  that,  when  they  have  completed  their  sanitary  arrangements. 

13887.  Then  you  would  not  expect  Wynberg  to  take  up  the  same  position  as  you 
do  about  the  valuable  asset  which  they  might  be  expected  to  pool  ? — I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  suburban  Municipalities,  but  I  doubt  whether  they  have  a  sufficient 
supply  when  they  have  completed  their  sanitary  arrangements. 

138S8.  They  have  at  any  rate  a  better  supply  at  Wynberg  than  the  intervening 
Municipalities.  You  are  aware  of  that,  I  presume  ? — I  do  not  know. 

13889.  Would  you  expect  Wynberg  to  take  Tip  the  same  position  that  you  are 
taking  up  about  their  asset  being  one  they  would  not  be  prepared  to  pool  ? — I  am 
not  here  to  advocate  Wynberg’s  cause.  I  am  not  prepared  to  reply  to  any  questions 
with  regard  to  Wynberg  Municipality.  They  are  quite  capable  of  looking  after  their 
own  interests. 

13b90.  You  have  been  suggesting  that  Cape  Town  should  take  over  the  bringing 
of  a  supply  of  water  from  a  distance  and  from  it  supply  all  the  suburban  Municipa¬ 
lities,  thus  shewing  that  Cape  Town  is  taking  an  interest  in  these  Municipalities  ? — 
We  are  quite  prepared  to  do  that  and  we  think  that  we  should  be  doing  them  a  great 
benefit  if  we  did  so. 

13891.  If  the  cutting  off  of  the  water  from  this  outside  supply  occurred  would 
you  leave  these  places  without  water? — I  do  not  know  anything  about  Wynberg. 
I  never  mentioned  the  subject  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  defend  Wynberg’s  caus9. 

13892.  I  was  not  referring  to  Wynberg  in  particular.  I  was  speaking  of  the 
suburban  Municipalities  generally.  You  see  you  are  proposing  that  you  should 
acquire  an  outside  source  of  water  for  the  supply  of  the  whole  Peninsula,  shewing  that 
you  are  taking  an  interest  iu  the  subur’03.  Well  now,  if  this  outside  source  were  cut 
off,  would  your  idea  be  that  no  Cape  Town  water  should  be  supplied  from  the 
mountain  to  help  these  people  who  had  been  depending  upon  you  P — -If  they  have 
none  at  present  they  could  not  complain  about  that.  They  are  not  in  the  position  of 
Cape  Town  which  has  its  own  large  supply  at  present. 

13893.  Does  it  not  occur  to  you  that  the  economy  would  be  very  much  greater  if 
there  was  such  a  system  of  pooling  as  has  been  suggested  ? — I  do  not  think  that  it 
would.  Each  of  these  places  has  its  own  asset  at  the  present  time. 

13894.  And  would  you  keep  all  the  present  arrangements  going  on  after  the 
additional  supply  was  obtained  in  which  all  the  Councils  were  interested  ? — The  others 
may  make  their  own  arrangements  in  any  way  they  choose.  The  outside  source  of 
supply  would  be  an  extra  supply  to  the  present  one. 

13895.  On  the  point  of  economy :  There  are  different  parts,  not  only  of  Cape 
Town  but  of  the  suburbs,  which  are  at  such  levels  as  might  make  it  inconvenient  to 
supply  them  from  an  outside  source.  They  could  be  much  more  conveniently  supplied 
from  the  top  of  the  mountain.  Would  you,  in  the  event  of  an  outside  source  being 
brought  in  for  the  Peninsula  generally,  be  averse  to  giving  these  higher  places  the 
benefit  of  Cape  Town’s  supply  ? — I  take  it  that  the  water  from  outside  will  be  brought 
in  from  a  high  level  so  that,  it  would  be  able  to  reach  the  higher  houses  in  the 
Municipalities.  That,  however,  is  a  matter  for  the  engineers. 

13896.  If  I  understand  your  proposal  rightly :  it  is  that  Cape  Town  will  continue 
to  keep  its  own  supply  and  Wynberg  will  keep  its  own  supply? — Keep  to  Cape  Town, 
please,  I  do  not  represent  Wynberg. 

13897.  You  would  not  want  to  take  Wynberg’s  supply,  would  you  ? — I  do  not  say 
what  we  would  take,  but  I  said  what  we  would  not  give  away. 

13898.  Then  Cape  Town  is  willing  to  take  anything  that  it  can  get,  but  is  not 
willing  to  give  anything  away  ? — I  did  not  say  that.  I  specially  stated  that  Cape 
Town  is  quite  willing  to  assist  in  any  outside  scheme. 

13899.  Going  into  the  financial  aspect  of  your  water  works  the  figures  as  given  for 
the  past  5  years  shew'  a  profit  on  the  Water  Works  of  £29,3 14  and  on  the  Electric  Light¬ 
ing  works  of  £3,449,  making  a  total  profit  on  these  two  items  of  £32,793  and  a  short¬ 
fall  on  the  General  Works  of  £1,941,  thus  leaving  a  nett  profit  of  £30,859.  The  total 
result  of  this  is  that,  starting  in  1897  with  an  overdrawn  balance  of  £17,6'->1  you  have 
now  a  credit  balance  of  £13,161  ?— That  is  so.  The  difficulty  in  the  two  depart¬ 
ments  of  Water  Works  and  Electric  Lighting  is  that  they  are  worked,  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  Government,  on  a  cash  basis.  On  business  lines  they  would 
be  allowed  a  very  much  larger  amount  for  depreciation  and  alteration.  In 
conversations  which  I  have  had,  more  particularly  with  regard  to  electric 
matters,  I  have  found  that  this  electric  lighting  is  practically  a  new  item 
in  the  Cape  Peninsula  and  no  information  is  available  as  to  how  long  the 
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installations  are  likely  to  last,  so  that  there  is  no  guide  as  to  what  amount  of  de¬ 
preciation  should  he  allowed.  We  have  obtained  a  specalist,  in  the  place  of  the  late 
Mr.  Lowe,  who  is  taking  this  matter  up.  Then  again  in  regard  to  water  works,  tip 
to  the  time  that  Mr  Finch  joined  the  Municipality  there  was  no  record  kept  of  the  age 
of  the  water  pipes  or  their  character  when  put  in.  During  the  last  few  years,  how¬ 
ever,  a  record  has  been  kept  of  every  pipe,  when  it  was  imported,  what  use  was  made 
of  it,  and  so  on.  In  a  short  time  we  hope,  when  the  town  has  been  relaid  with  pipes,  to 
be  able  to  say  definitely  what  is  a  fair  amount  to  put  aside  for  depreciation. 

13900.  A s  a  matter  of  fact,  has  this  £29,334  profit  on  the  water  in  1901  been 
given  to  the  ratepayers? — No,  a  portion  of  it  only, 

13901.  And  is  it  largely  due  to  that  that  the  rate  is  smaller  this  year  than  it  has 
been  before? — Not  largely;  perhaps  it  has  made  a  difference  of  1  /8th  of  a  penny  in 
the  £. 

13902.  You  were  speaking  a  short  time  ago  about  the  water  supply  in  the  future 
and  saying  that  you  would  have  to  supply  Camps  Bay,  but  are  you  not  aware  that 
those  interested  in  that  place  declare  that  they  have  their  own  water  supply  there  ? — 
We  have  no  record  of  any  such  supply.  There  are  no  sufficient  springs  there. 

13903.  They  have  brought  evidence  before  the  Commission  that  they  have  an 
ample  supply  of  water  ? — We  have  no  record  of  any  such  supply  and  I  very  much 
doubt  it.  They  have  no  gaugiugs.  It  is  only  rainfall  flow  ;  there  are  no  springs. 

13904.  You  made  a  comparison  betweeu  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  and  the 
Suburban  Water  Works  loans.  Are  you  speaking  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
reasons  of  the  failure  of  the  flotation  of  the  Suburban  Water  Works  loan  ? — I 
only  know  that  it  was  published  in  the  press  that  their  loan  was  issued  and 
not  taken  upv  I  also  know  that  a  cable  came  out  that  this  failure  was  affecting  the 
Cape  Town  loan,  and  we  had  to  deny  that  the  Suburban  Water  Works  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  Cape  Town  Municipality. 

13905.  You  are  aware  that  Wynberg  has  been  able  to  borrow  money  on  satis¬ 
factory  terms  ? — I  am  only  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Suburban  Water  Works  could 
not  raise  that  loan. 

13906.  Matters  that  are  to  the  credit  of  the  suburban  Municipalities  do  not  appear 
to  reach  the  Mayor  of  Cape  Town  ? — I  do  not  know  that.  What  might  be  the  rate  of 
interest  that  Wynberg  raised  its  loan  at? 

13907.  3j  per  cent  ? — On  the  London  Markets  ? 

13908.  I  think  so. — That  seems  very  good. 

13909.  Is  not  one  of  the  objections  to  the  supply  of  salt  waler  in  Cape  Town  due 
to  the  fact  that  it  is  taken  from  a  rather  unsavoury  locality  ? — That  might  have  been 
the  case  in  times  past,  but  there  are  no  unsanitary  drains  emptying  into  Table  Bay  at 
the  present  time. 

13910.  But  is  not  the  water  taken  from  a  dirty  neighbourhood  ? — I  do  not  think 
so,  but  if  we  had  the  control  of  the  shipping  there  might  be  some  improvement.  You 
will  notice  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Municipality  to  obtain  their  salt  water  supply 
from  another  source,  either  Three  Anchor  Bay  or  Camps  Bay. 

13911.  Do  I  understand  that  you  contend  that  the  Cape  Town  Corporation 
should  have  the  control  of  the  shipping  of  the  port? — We  ought  to  have  the  sanitary 
control  of  the  shipping.  We  ought  to  have  control  both  of  the  Docks  and  the  ship¬ 
ping  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view.  1  doubt  very  much  if  the  plague  would  have 
spread  to  Cape  Town  had  there  been  proper  sanitary  superintendence  at  the  Docks,  and 
if  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  had  been  under  the  Cape  Town  Municipality.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  plague  was  brought  from  an  oversea  port. 

13912.  You  do  not  think  that  the  Corporation  have  sufficient  voice  in  the  Dock 
area  in  those  matters  ?  -  We  have  no  control ;  it  is  the  Harbour  Board. 

13913.  Mr.  Stewart. ~\  We  had  some  evidence  at  the  beginning  of  the  sittings 
of  the  Commission  on  the  supply  of  water  for  the  Harbour.  Jt  was  admitted  that 
the  Harbour,  being  a  very  important  place,  should  be  amply  supplied  with  water, 
and  it  was  also  admitted  that,  notwithstanding  this,  no  steps  had  been  taken  to 
get  a  hard  and  fa&t  agreement  with  the  Council  for  that  supply.  Is  that  so? — There 
is  no  agreement  by  which  we  are  bound  to  supply  them,  or  by  which  they  are  hound 
to  take  any  quantity  of  water  from  us.  They  take  it  as  requirements  demand  and,  up 
to  the  present,  with  the  exception  of  about  a  month  at  the  early  part  of  this  year,  they 
have  had  all  they  required.  During  the  time  of  scarcity  we  yflaced  them  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  other  inhabitants  of  Cape  '1  own  but  that  was  only  for  a  few  days. 

13914.  Do  you  consider  it  desirable  that  they  should  have  a  contract  with  you  to 
supply  water  regularly  ? — It  woidd  lead  to  a  more  satisfactory  state  of  things  in  the 
matter  of  comparison  and  certainty  of  revenue. 

13915.  In  your  opinion,  if  the  Harbour  Board  consider  themselves  the  important 
body  that  they  wish  us  to  think  they  are,  they  should  take  some  steps  to  be  ready  for 
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emergencies  whereby  they  would  net  suffer  in  the  case  of  drought  ? — We  are  quite 
prepared  to  supply  them  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 

13916.  But  you  are  not  going  to  run  after  them  like  a  Newhaven  fishwife  to  sell 
her  fish,  as  it  were  ? — We  do  not  hawk  our  water.  They  come  to  us  and  we  supply 
them. 

13917.  I  ask  that  question  because  of  some  questions  which  rather  seem,  to  lead  to 
the  idea  that  the  Corporation  should  specially  advertise  its  wares.  Do  you  think  it  is 
for  the  Council  of  Cape  Town  to  take  the  first  step  to  supplying  water  in  the  suburbs 
if  they  wanted  it,  or  whether  they  should  come  to  you  ? — We  should  be  quite  prepared 
to  meet  them  in  a  most  amicable  spirit  and  serve  them  in  any  possible  manner.  We 
have  been  approached  by  Woodstock  and  we  are  now  in  negociations  with  them  to 
supply  an  extra  quantity. 

13918.  Then  you  are  really  assisting  a  neighbouring  Municipality  at  the  present 
time  ? — We  are  doing  so  and  we  did  so  last  year. 

13919.  Under  proper  conditions,  would  you  object  to  supplying  other  Municipali¬ 
ties  ? — We  should  be  prepared  to  take  the  matter  in  our  own  hands  and  supply  the 
adjoining  Municipalities. 

13920.  When  the  additional  Woodhead  Beservoir  is  completed,  the  total  expendi¬ 
ture  on  water  works  on  Table  Mountain  will  have  been  brought  to  a  very  considerable 
sum,  will  it  not  ? — Yes. 

13921.  In  your  opinion,  were  the  working  expenses  increased  by  that  large  acces¬ 
sion  to  the  works  ? — The  working  expenses  would  naturally  increase  with  the 
increased  quantity  of  water  to  be  dealt  with,  but  perhaps  not  in  proportion. 

13922.  You  would  anticipate  the  working  expenses  to  be  greater  if  you  had  a 
comparatively  small  scheme  and  considerable  pumping  connected  with  it  ? — That 
naturally  follows. 

13923.  But  with  a  large  storage  reservoir  which  requires  practically  no  attention 
your  working  expenses  are  comparatively  small? — Yes,  that  is  so,  and  will  be  so  when 
the  additional  reservoir  is  built. 

13924.  Would  it  be  altogether  a  hypothetical  danger  with  a  pipe  line  laid  across 
the  Flats  to  assume  that  the  pipes  might  be  damaged  ? — They  might  be  damaged  and 
that  might  interfere  with  the  supply  of  the  water  to  Cape  Town,  and  that  is  one  of  the 
objections  I  have  had  to  Cape  Town  departing  from  the  principle  of  having  its  own 
separate  supply  in  a  case  of  emergency. 

13925.  Do  you  remember  a  report  by  Mr.  Gamble  in  1881  strongly  recommending 
Table  Mountain  as  a  source  of  water  supply  for  Cape  Town  for  strategic  reasons  ? — Yes. 

13926.  Would  you  take  it  that  in  considering  a  large  water  supply  to  London 
from  Wales  the  same  reason  has  weighed  to  some  extent  in  connection  with  having 
one  pipe  line  or  more  ? — Probably  so. 

13927.  For  that  reason  you,  as  Mayor  of  an  important  town  like  Cape  Town, 
would  object  to  tying  yourself  to  dispose  of  your  water  ?— That  is  so. 

13928.  You  say  that  you  have  your  water  and  intend  to  stick  to  it  ? — We  have 
our  water  and  intend  to  stick  to  it  and  I  think  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Town  will  be 
benefitted  by  doing  so. 

13929.  Can  you  tell  us  what  the  cost  of  salt  water  supply  is  in  comparison  with 
the  supply  of  fresh  water  ? — As  far  as  I  can  discover,  it  costs  more  to  pump  water  than 
to  bring  it  from  Table  Mountain. 

13930.  So  that  it  would  be  cheaper,  assuming  that  you  could  get  a  supply  of 
fresh  water  outside  at  the  same  cost  as  Table  Mountain  water,  to  use  it  instead  of  salt 
water  ? — Yes,  if  we  could  get  it.  We  know  this  :  that  manufacturers  in  Cape  Town 
find  it  cheaper  to  have  the  fresh  water  run  from  Cape  Town  reservoir  for  manufac¬ 
turing  purposes  than  to  pump  that  water  again  to  a  tank  on  their  own  premises  for 
the  purpose  of  re-using  it. 

13931.  Some  years  ago  it  was  argued  that  instead  of  constructing  fresh  works 
on  Table  Mountain  the  Council  should  proceed  outside  the  Peninsula  where  it  was 
alleged  they  could  get  a  much  cheaper  supply  of  water.  So  far  as  information  has 
been  supplied,  have  you  any  reason  for  supposing  that  you  will  get  a  cheaper  supply 
from  outside  than  the  one  you  have  ? — We  have  no  figures  before  us  that  we  can  get 
water  cheaper  from  an  outside  source  than  we  now  get  it  from  Table  Mountain. 

13932.  Is  that  without  making  any  allowance  for  the  power  derived  from  the 
turbines  ? — I  doubt  if  there  is  much  profit  in  that  matter.  I  do  not  think  it  is  really 
worth  considering. 

13933.  Chairman.']  Just  one  question  about  the  Water  Board.  You  said  that 
you  would  have  no  objection  to  participating  in  any  scheme  for  largely  augmenting 
the  supply  of  water  if  it  was  brought  by  a  Water  Board  or  if  it  were  controlled  by  a 
Water  Board,  but,  at  the  same  time,  Cape  Town  would  not  pool  its  present  supply. 
I  do  not  quite  understand  how  you  would  control  your  present  supply  under  the  as- 
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sumption  that  the  additional  supply  was  to  be  controlled  by  the  Water  Board? — I 
take  it  that  if  there  was  a  Water  Board  and  an  outside  supply  there  would  be  meters 
which  would  measure  the  supply  given  to  the  different  areas,  and  each  area  would  pay 
for  the  quantity  of  water  which  it  consumed.  In  addition,  each  area  would  make  a 
proportionate  guarantee  for  the  loan. 

13934.  I  do  not  see  how  you  would  get  over  the  difficulties  of  the  two  supplies. 
You  would  have  a  mountain  supply  and  the  new  supply  from  a  distance  and  one  set 
of  pipes  in  the  Municipality  ? — You  would  have  a  meter  to  measure  the  supply 
obtained  from  the  outside  source  directly  it  came  into  the  Cape  Town  area. 

13935.  Then  you  would  take  your  supply  in  bulk  and  pay  for  what  you 
required  ? — That  would  be  the  proper  arrangement  of  it. 

13936.  So  that  your  liability  to  the  Water  Board  would  only  be  in  respect  of 
such  quantity  of  water  as  you  would  use  ? — That  is  all  that  we  would  have  to  pay, 
but  we  would  guarantee  the  stability  of  the  whole  Board  by  having  Cape  Town  at  the 
back  of  the  guarantee  for  the  loan. 

13937.  Would  not  that  rather  lead  to  complications  ?  -  I  do  not  think  so ;  I 
believe  it  could  be  all  easily  arranged. 

13938.  You  spoke  as  though  you  could  not  be  expected  to  pool  your  supply  of 
water  at  the  present  time,  but  have  not  the  other  Municipalities  in  the  suburbs  also 
their  supplies  of  water.  For  instance,  Rondeboseh,  Mowbray,  Claremont  and  Wood- 
stock  claim  to  have  a  supply  of  over  1,000,000  gallons  per  day  from  local  sources  ? — 
Yes,  I  am  aware  of  that. 

1393  '.  So  that  if  a  large  supply  was  brought  in  for  the  general  augmentation  of 
the  water  of  the  Peninsula,  these  other  local  bodies  would  have  their  respective  supplies 
as  well  as  you  ? — They  are  quite  capable  of  looking  after  their  own  interests. 

13940.  The  1,000,000  gallons  a  day  which  these  Municipalities  have,  that  I  have 
mentioned,  might  be  set  off  against  your  1,000,000  gallons  per  day  ? — Yes. 

13941.  I  mean  to  point  out  that  none  of  these  small  Municipalities  are  quite 
dependent  upon  any  new  supply  that  might  be  brought  in  ? — They  are  not  at  the 
present  time,  but  immediately  the  suburban  Municipalities  have  completed  their 
sanitary  arrangements  where  is  their  water  supply  ? 

13942  But  you  admitted  that,  if  anything  was  to  happen  to  this  new  supply 
which  is  to  be  brought  in,  you  would  have  to  economise  on  your  mountain  supply  ? — 
Yes. 

13943.  And  it  is  the  same  argument  which  applies  to  the  other  Municipalities? — 
I  am  not  prepared  to  argue  what  would  apply  to  them. 

13944.  But  you  must  at  any  rate  admit  that  they  have  their  own  small  supplies  ? — 
Yes,  as  a  fact  they  have  a  small  supply. 

13945.  As  a  ratepayer  of  Ilondebosch,  are  you  prepared  to  say  anything  about  the 
water  supply  there  ? — No,  I  have  sufficient  water-.  I  was  one  of  the  first  to  join  the 
water  supply. 

13946.  Dr.  Gregory.']  In  connection  with  the  retention  by  the  Cape  Town  Council 
of  their  present  works  and  not  pooling  them,  Mr.  Stewart  elicited  from  you  a  statement 
that  you  were  largely  influenced  in  that  view  owing  to  the  strategic  necessities  in 
regard  to  the  Cape  Peninsula.  Do  you  really  think  that  the  remote  possibility  of 
invasion  and  the  cutting  off  of  your  pipe  coming  over  the  Cape  Flats  should  weigh  in 
the  matter  of  amalgamating  the  water  supplies  of  the  Peninsula  ? — I  prefer  that  you 
should  ask  the  Military  authorities  that  question  ? 

13947.  But  you  spoke  so  decidedly  about  it  ? — I  have  given  my  opinion,  and  I 
may  add,  you  might  ask  the  Imperial  Military  authorities  what  they  consider  about  it. 

13948.  Do  I  understand  that  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  which  you  have  arrived 
at  you  did  so  from  information  received  ? — I  did  not  say  so. 

13949.  <ffi  what  information  do  you  base  your  opinion  that  it  would  be  unwise, 
on  account  of  strategic  reasons,  not  to  retain  for  the  sole  use  of  Cape  Town  your 
present  water  supply  and  to  depend  upon  a  pipe  coming  over  the  Cape  Flats  ? — Merely 
as  a  commonsense  individual,  and  I  think  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  Town  who 
have  given  any  thought  to  that  subject  will  have  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 

13950.  But  your  conclusion  has  not  been  arrived  at  on  technical  information  ? — I 
am  not  giving  evidence  on  a  technical  subject. 
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TUESDAY,  8th  JULY,  1902. 


Present : 

Hon.  Sir  Bisset  Berry  (Chairman). 


Dr.  A.  J. 
Dr.  A.  J . 
Mr.  J.  E. 


Gregory. 

Anderson. 

R.  de  Villi ers. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Gurney. 
Mr.  T.  Stewart. 


Mr.  James  Wyllie  (Member  of  the  Cape  Town  Counoil)  examined. 


13951.  Chairman.~\  Your  full  name,  please  ? — James  Wyllie. 

13952.  You  are  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town,  are  you  not  ? — Yes 
13953.  And  on  what  Committees  of  the  Council  are  you  ? — I  am  on  three  Com¬ 
mittees — Public  Works  Committee,  Public  Health  Committee  and  Water  Works 
Committee. 

13954.  Have  you  any  special  points  that  you  would  like  to  give  evidence  on 
before  the  Commission  ? — Well,  water  and  drainage  are  the  two  matters  that  I  have 
always  taken  very  considerable  interest  in,  and  that  I  ’have  made  a  considerable 
study  of. 

13955.  Well  then,  taking  these  two  matters  up  first,  Mr.  Wyllie,  do  you  agree  with 
the  other  Town  Councillors,  who  have  appeared  here  as  witnesses,  on  the  point  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  augment,  further,  the  supply  of  water  for  the  city  of  Cape 
Town  within  a  fairly  measurable  distance  of  time  ? — Ye3,  I  do.  I  think,  however, 
that  we  will  be  perfectly  safe  for  the  next  ten  or  twelve  years,  when  the  additional 
reservoir  is  finished,  unless  we  have  a  very  large  expansion,  which  I  do  not  anticipate, 
or  unless  we  are  called  upon  to  supply  the  suburban  Municipalities  with  much  more 
water. 

13956.  You  mean,  unless  you  are  called  upon  to  supply  more  fully  any  of  the 
suburban'  Municipalities  with  water  ? — Yes,  with  a  greater  quantity  than  we  have  been 
giving  to  some  of  them. 

13957.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  suburbs,  with  reference  to  their  existing 
supplies  of  water  ? — Well,  all  I  know  is  that  it  is  rather  limited.  I  know  that 
Wynberg  has  a  supply  of  its  own,  hut  I  must  confess  I  do  not  know  much  about  the 
matter. 

13958.  Looking  on  the  matter  generally  as  affecting  the  whole  area  of  the 
Peninsula,  are  you  of  opinion  that  within  a  fairly  measurable  distance  of  time  it  will 
become  absolutely  necessary  to  cast  about  for  a  further  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of 
the  inhabitants  ? — Yes,  that  is  my  opinion. 

13959.  Do  you  think  that  the  population  in  these  parts  is  likely  to  increase  in 
the  near  future  ? — Do  you  mean  as  far  as  Wynberg  ? 

13960.  Yes,  from  Sea  Point  right  out  to  Wynberg  ? — I  think  all  the  Municipali¬ 
ties  will  have  a  share  in  the  increase,  but  much  will  depend  upon  the  facilities  granted. 

13961.  We  are  now  speaking  of  the  situation,  generally? — I  think  the  area  from 
Rondebosch  towards  Cape  Town  will  receive  the  largest  proportion  of  population. 

13962.  To  what  extent  do  you  think  that  measures  should  be  taken  for  augment¬ 
ing  the  supply  of  water  for  these  parts,  speaking  generally  ? — My  idea  is  that  another 
large  supply — say  up  to  about  ten  millions  per  day — ought  to  be  brought  into  Cape 
Town  and  poured  into  the  Molteno  reservoir  as  required  for  distribution  to  the  popu¬ 
lous  levels.  This  will  include  the  whole  Peninsula.  The  Table  Mountain  supply — - 
yielding  about  two  million  gallons  per  day — will  then  be  available  for  the  higher  levels 
of  the  whole  Peninsula,  and  I  think  such  additional  supply  would  he  sufficient  for  many 
decades,  and  probably  for  all  time.  Of  course  any  water  that  is  not  used  for  the  higher 
levels  can  easily  be  brought  down  to  augment  the  supply  for  the  lower  levels,  whereas 
it  takes  a  lot  of  money  to  send  the  water  up  from  the  lower  levels.  The  water  on 
Table  Mountain  is  one  of  the  finest  assets  in  the  Cape  Peninsula.  Besides  the  ordinary 
use  of  the  water,  hydraulic  power  could  be  provided  from  it.  I  find  that  in  Glasgow 
this  power  is  used  for  working  lifts,  and  they  require  machinery  there  for  obtaining 
their  pressure,  while  here  we  could  have  it  from  the  natural  fall  of  the  water. 

13963.  That  is  to  say,  it  is  your  opinion,  as  a  Councillor,  that  no  scheme  should 
be  considered  worthy  of  being  entertained,  for  the  water  supply  of  these  parts,  unless 
it  is  capable  of  yielding  a  supply  of  ten  million  gallons  a  day  in  the  near  future  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  my  idea. 

13964.  Is  that  limited  to  Cape  Town  only,  or  does  it  include  the  suburbs,  as 
well  ? — It  includes  the  supply  of  the  whole  suburbs  outside  Simon’s  Town. 
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13965.  Do  you  think  that  a  supply  of  water  of  10  million  gallons  per  day  ivill 
cover  the  whole  of  the  requirements  of  the  Peninsula  ? — An  augmentation  of  teu 
million  gallons  per  day.  I  also  think,  that  like  the  present  supply  for  Cape  Town,  the 
management  of  the  thing  might  be  left  to  the  Cape  Town  Council.  I  think  that  no 
further  reservoirs  need  be  built  on  the  face  of  the  mountain.  I  think  any  storage  that 
may  he  required  ought  to  take  place  near  the  source,  so  that  the  water  would  have  to 
pass  through  a  long  line  of  pipe  which  would  ensure  the  water  keeping  cool.  It  should 
then  he  brought  into  the  Molteno  reservoir  whence  it  could  be  drawn  for  distribution 
with  sufficient  pressure.  If  the  Cape  Town  Council  had  the  management,  I  think  it  would 
be  worked  very  economically. 

13966.  Without  making  special  reference  to  the  Council  of  the  City  of  Cape  Town, 
do  you  see  any  objection,  or  any  great  reason  for  fear,  in  the  placing  of  the  construction, 
control  and  general  management  of  such  a  scheme  in  the  hands  of  the  ordinary 
Municipal  authority  in  these  parts  ? — Nothing  is  more  easily  managed  than  water. 

13967.  With  reference  to  the  construction  of  the  necessary  works,  do  you  think 
that  they  are  beyond  the  power,  or  the  scope,  of  the  Municipal  authorities  of  these 
parts? — I  think  they  are  within  the  scope  and  power  of  Cape  Town  to  a  very  much 
larger  extent  than  the  other  Municipalities. 

13958.  In  your  individual  opinion,  do  you  think  that  the  construction  of  the 
necessary  works,  for  bringing  in  that  ten  million  gallons  of  water  per  diem  to  the 
Peninsula,  should  be  placed  iu  the  hands  of  a  Board  separated  from  the  Municipal 
authorities,  or  do  you  prefer  to  leave  it  iu  the  hands  of  the  Municipal  authorities 
already  existing  ? — My  feeling  is  that  it  ought  to  he  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Cape  Town  Council,  and  supplied  in  bulk  to  the  other  Municipalities,  upon  a 
proper  adjustment  as  to  the  charge  to  be  made.  The  Cape  Town  Council  are 
in  a  very  much  better  position  to  go  in  for  the  whole  business  than  the  others.  Of 
course,  I  don’t  know  what  will  happen  if  aa  amalgamation  takes  place  in  the  whole 
Peninsula,  because  then  it  would  become  all  one  Municipality.  In  that  event,  Cape 
Town  would,  of  course,  be  willing  to  share  with  the  others,  if  a  proper  adjustment 
could  be  arrived  at  with  reference  to  the  liabilities  and  assets.  We  have  certain  advan¬ 
tages  in  Cape  Town  that  we  should  not  like  to  lose. 

13969.  Let  me  assume,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the  choice  lies  between  the 
Council  of  an  enlarged,  or  greater,  Cape  Town,  or  of  the  amalgamated  Municipality, 
on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  Board  of  Works  created  specially  ad  hoc , 
waich  would  you  prefer  ? — Neither  is  my  idea.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
water,  1  think  the  Cape  Town  Council  is  perfectly  competent  to  deal  with  it.  And  I 
would  say  Cape  Town  should  supply  all  the  other  Municipalities  in  bulk,  through 
meter,  at  as  low  a  charge  as  is  consistent  with  the  cost  of  the  supply  and  the  payment 
of  expenses. 

13970.  Would  you  prefer  that  to  any  other  possible  scheme  ? — Yes,  under 
present  circumstances. 

13971.  Of  course,  we  have  to  consider  the  susceptibilities  of  the  adjoining  Munici¬ 
palities,  and  they  might  like  to  have  a  share  in  the  management  and  control  of 
such  a  scheme  to  a  greater  extent  than  simply  being  obliged  to  take  their  water  in 
bulk  from  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  ? — My  great  difficulty  is  the  proper  adjust¬ 
ment  of  the  whole  matter,  both  financially  and  otherwise.  If  a  satisfactory  agreement 
could  be  arrived  at,  then  I  would  say  a  Board  of  Works,  but  I  am  afraid  that  the  diffi¬ 
culties  are  of  such  a  peculiar  nature  that  we  will  not  be  able  to  manage  it  in  the  near 
future. 

13972.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  tha<  you  see  more  difficulty  in  making  such 
an  adjustment  supposing  that  the  works  are  to  be  placed  under  the  control  of  a  Board 
of  Works,  than  if  the  construction  and  control  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Municipality  ? — Yes,  that  is  so.  And  I  would  repeat  again  that  nothing  is  more 
easily  managed  than  water.  There  would  be  no  difficulty  whatever  to  supply  iu  bulk. 

13973.  (Generally  speaking,  you  prefer  the  extension  and  development  of  Municipal 
power  and  control  to  bringing  in  another  body  for  regulating  these  matters  ? — With 
regard  to  the  question  of  water,  I  do. 

13974.  You  say  you  have  devoted  considerable  attention  also  to  drainage  and 
to  the  sanitary  requirements  of  the  neighbourhood  ? — Yes. 

13975.  Well,  we  may  take  it  that  your  drainage  scheme  for  Cape  Town  is 
practically  complete  ? — Yes. 

13976.  The  question  of  dealing  with  other  sanitary  matters,  such  as  the  disposal 
of  the  refuse  for  this  city,  have  you  given  any  attention  to  that  ?—  Yes. 

13977.  Would  you  kindly  detail  what  is  being  done  at  the  present  time,  or 
would  you  suggest  any  improvements  which  you  consider  should  be  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Commission  ?— The  garbage  and  refuse  of  the  city  is  taken  out  some  12 
or  15  miles  and  deposited  on  the  land. 
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13978.  Beyond  the  area  oi!  the  Municipality  ? — Yes  ;  an  arrangement  has  been 
made  with  the  Government. 

13979.  And  do  you  pay  anything  for  it  ? — Oh  yes. 

13980.  Do  you  pay  Government  for  the  use  of  the  land? — We  don't  pay  for  the 
use  of  the  land,  as  far  as  1  am  aware,  but  Ave  pay  the  Railway  Department  for  the 
removal.  I  have  not  got  the  data  with  me,  but  I  know  that  we  pay  a  certain  sum. 

13981.  We  do  not  want  the  details  of  that  so  much,  but  the  system,  broadly  ? — 
That  is  the  present  arrangement ;  I  think,  however,  for  that  class  of  garbage  and  refuse 
fire  would  be  the  proper  method  in  order  to  make  it  innocuous,  but  there  are  many 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  erecting  destructors,  and  so  on. 

13982.  What  are  the  difficulties? — We  have  difficulties  here  with  regard  to 
suitable  sites.  Tb.9  Government  made  to  us  the  offer  to  take  the  refuse  away,  as  they 
want  that  class  of  material  for  reclaiming,  or,  in  other  words,  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
sand  on  the  Cape  Flats. 

13983.  Is  it  your  opinion  that,  at  the  present  time,  the  depositing  of  the  refuse  in 
that  locality  is  not  creating  a  nuisance  ? — No  ;  it  is  not  creating  a  nuisance. 

13984.  You  look  upon  the  present  method  rather  as  an  advantageous  one  ? — Yes, 
Avhen  the  stuff  gets  there.  I  will  not  say  that  it  is  entirely  free  from  nuisance,  seeing 
that  it  has  to  be  carried  by  rail  to  such  a  distance.  We  have  had  complaints,  but  not 
lately. 

13985.  Then,  even  if  a  destruotor  were  erected,  you  would  still  have  a  certain 
amount  of  nuisance  arising  from  it? — )h,  yes,  because  it  has  to  be  taken  through  the 
streets. 

13986.  Is  there  no  site  near  to  Cape  Town  where  the  destructor  could  be 
erected  ? — It  would  be  inadvisable  to  erect  in  any  other  place  than  in  the  city. 

13987.  Have  you  seen  any  of  these  destructors  at  work  ? — Yes  ;  when  I  was  in 
England  and  Sootland  I  made  it  my  special  business  to  visit  the  places  where  they  are 
in  use. 

13988.  Where  was  that  ? — In  Paisley  I  saw  one  in  use.  Of  course,  a  great 
number  of  improvements  have  been  made  ;  for  example,  by  the  application  of  steam 
to  increase  the  heat. 

13989.  Where  you  saw  them  were  the  operations  carried  on  at  some  distance 
from  the  houses  ? — No. 

13990.  Close  to  the  houses  ? — Yes,  within  100  yards  of  them. 

13991.  Do  you  mean  dwellings  ? — Oh,  yes. 

13992.  Did  the  people  complain  of  the  nuisance  created  by  that  ? — No,  there  were 
no  special  complaints.  There  were  small  complaints,  but  those  complaints  did  not  arise 
Avith  regard  to  the  process  of  consuming  the  refuse,  but  they  arose  with  regard  to  the 
taking  of  the  refuse  to  the  place  where  it  had  to  be  destroyed.  The  heat  is  so  intense 
that  everything  is  burnt  up. 

13993.  Does  that  give  any  indication  that,  in  this  part  of  the  Colony,  the  destructor 
could  be  erected,  Avithout  having  to  carry  the  stuff  away  so  far  as  its  present  site  ? — 
Oh  yes.  The  Town  Council  Avere  just  on  the  eve  of  importing  one  or  more  destructors 
Avhen  this  arrangement  with  the  Goverment  intervened. 

13994.  And  do  your  prefer  that  arrangement  to  erecting  a  destructor  ?—As  long 
a'  this  matter  can  be  disposed  of  without  a  nuisance  I  have  no  objection.  Besides,  the 
kind  of  land  where  this  refuse  is  deposited  is  such  that  it  requires  all  kinds  of  manurial 
properties  in  order  to  improve  it,  and,  if  we  could  continue  to  employ  it  so  profitably 
Avithout  thereby  creating  a  nuisance,  I  see  no  use  in  inaugurating  destructors. 

13995.  In  your  opinion,  the  time  has  not  arrived  for  any  alteration  in  the  present 
plan  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

13996.  Have  you  been  a  long  time  a  Town  Councillor? — No,  it  is  my  first  term. 
I  have  been  three  years  on  the  Council. 

13997.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Cape  Town  ? — Next  month  it  will  be  22 
years  since  I  arrived  here. 

13998.  Were  you  in  Cape  Town  Avhen  the  old  system  of  dividing  the  town  into 
Avards  Avas  in  vogue  ? — I  Avas  in  Cape  Town,  but  I  did  not  take  a  very  special  interest 
in  it  at  that  time,  because  I  was  then  new  to  the  Colony  and  I  was  so  closely  engaged 
in  my  work,  which  fully  occupied  my  time,  that  I  paid  no  special  attention  to  municipal 
affairs. 

1 3999.  Do  you  know  whether  the  present  arrangement  of  Cape  Town  being  divided 
into  six  districts  corresponds  with  its  previous  division,  when  the  ward  system  was  in 
use,  so  far  as  boundaries  are  concerned  ? — I  believe  they  are  identical. 

14000.  What  is  your  opinion  with  reference  to  the  proposal  to  return  to  the  ward 
system  as  far  as  the  election  of  members  of  Council  is  concerned  or  otherwise  ? — Well, 
my  feeling  is  not  very  favourable  to  the  ward  system. 

14001.  Would  you  state  why? — Well,  it  would  appear  that  during  the  existence. 


741 


Mr. 

Janits  Wyllie. 


of  the  ward  system  Cape  Towu  was  unable  to  undertake  any  comprehensive  scheme  for 
its  improvement.  No  big- scheme  could  be  inaugurated  when  the  ratepayers  were  8th  July,  1902. 
represented  by  wards,  and,  I  think,  the  reason  of  that  is  that  the  local  representatives 
were  too  much  button-holed  by  the  people  in  the  different  localities.  For  instance,  no 
comprehensive  drainage  scheme  was  begun  until  the  ward  system  was  set  aside. 

14002.  Seeing  that  you  have  carried  out  all  these  measures,  would  you  not  be 
inclined  now  to  return  again  to  the  ward  system  F — I  don’t  see  any  great  objection 
myself. 

14003.  Is  it  not  generally  the  case  in  Municipalities  to  have  ward  systems  F — 

Undoubtedly.  In  Glasgow  they  have  75  councillors,  and  they  have  the  ward  system 
in  use  there.  If  the  people  themselves  wish  to  have  the  ward  system  again  I  certainly 
would  give  in  at  once,  but  I  must  say  that  my  own  inclination,  rightly  or  wrongly, 
goes  in  the  opposite  direction. 

11004.  You  mean  to  say  that  your  inclination  is  to  perpetuate  the  present 
method  ? — Yes. 

14005.  Upon  what  ground  ? — Well,  I  think,  under  the  present  arrangement  every 
portion  of  the  city  gets  equal  consideration,  and  there  is  no  possibility  of  auy  collusion 
going  on.  Of  course,  we  all  know  that  little  combinations  might  take  place  when  the 
ward  system  is  in  use.  For  instance,  Mr.  Wyllie  wants  something  for  District  No.  0, 
and  Mr.  Jones  wants  something  for  District  No.  4,  and  Mr.  Wyllie  will  vote  for  the 
requirements  of  District  No.  4  if  Mr.  Jones  will  vote  for  the  requirement  of  District 
No.  6.  There  is  nothing  of  that  kind  taking  place  in  the  Council  just  now.  I  may, 
however,  say  that  I  have  not  had  the  experience  of  the  ward  representation,  as  a 
councillor,  and  I  am  simply  giving  my  individual  opinion  now. 

14006.  At  all  events,  you  will  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  you  see  no  great  danger  in 
re-introducing  the  ward  system  again  F — No,  I  see  no  great  danger. 

14007.  And  assuming  that  a  large  amalgamation  of  the  Peninsula  were  brought 
about,  would  it  not  then  be  absolutely  necessary  to  divide  Cape  Town  into  wards  F 
Cape  Town  could  not  go  in  as  one  indivisible  unit  into  such  a  system,  could  it  F — No, 

I  think  that  it  would,  in  that  event,  be  necessary  to  divide  Cape  Town  into  wards. 

14008.  And  to  approximate  the  extent  of  these  wards,  as  far  as  possible,  to  similar 
areas  in  the  several  natural  divisions  in  the  Municipal  extension  F — Quite  so. 

14009.  Have  you  any  remarks  to  offer  with  reference  to  the  system  of  valuations 
of  rateable  property  in  Cape  Town  F — Well,  I  don’t  know  that  anything  I  could  say 
upon  that  question  would  be  of  any  value  to  you.  If  we  had  the  right  kind  of  man 
whose  whole  time  would  be  devoted  to  the  work  it  would  be  a  great  advantage,  but,  of 
course,  if  on  the  other  hand,  we  get  the  wrong  man  who  will  simply  sit  in  his  office 
and  make  up  the  valuations  without  making  himself  familiar  with  the  properties 
valued  then  we  will  be  much  worse  off. 

14010.  Do  you  mean  by  the  right  kind  of  man  a  permanent  officer  F — Yes. 

14011.  What  would  be  the  reasonable  qualifications  to  have  regard  to  in  selecting 
“  the  right  kind  of  man”  in  your  estimation F — He  will  want  special  qualifications,  but 
I  don’t  know  whether  I  could  enumerate  them. 

14012.  Considerable  experience  of  property  values  F — Yes,  and  a  man  full  of 
energy,  with  a  love  for  His  work ;  and  a  man  with  general  business  capacity,  besides 
being  one  who  is  not  afraid  to  stir  himself  and  make  himself  familiar  with  the  condition 
of  things  outside.  He  should  spend  a  good  deal  of  his  time  outside  in  making  himself 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  different  properties. 

14013.  With  reference  to  the  constitution  of  the  Valuation  Court,  have  you  any 
remarks  to  offer. — It  seems  to  me  that  the  Court  has  done  its  work  in  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  way.  The  Government  appoints  two  men  and  the  Counoil  appoint  several, 
and  I  don’t  see  that  there  has  been  any  substantial  grievance  in  connection  with  the 
constitution  of  the  Court.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  body  of  men  who  are  more  familiar 
with  the  condition  of  matters,  which  require  to  be  adjudicated  upon,  than  the  members 
of  the  Town  Council. 

14014.  Would  you  not  be  disposed  to  increase  the  Government  element  in  the 
Court  ? — No.  It  would  be  of  no  value. 

14015.  You  think  it  is  proper  that  the  Municipal  element  should  be  the  stronger  F — 

I  think  so,  because  it  is  really  a  Municipal  matter.  I  may,  however,  say  that  there  is 
no  jarring  whatever;  there  is  no  distinction  or  discrimination  between  the  two;  they 
act  as  one  body. 

14016.  Speaking  generally  as  a  townsman  here,  is  it  your  belief  that  jthe  present 
constitution  of  the  Valuation  Court,  on  the  whole,  gives  satisfaction  to  the  rate¬ 
payers  F — Yes,  I  know  of  none  better. 

14017.  The  reconstruction  of  the  Valuation  Court  is  not  a  burning  question 
amongst  those  who  are  prominently  interested  F — No. 
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140 IS.  Do  you  think  that  the  complaints  that  have  been  made  about  the  more 
recent  valuations  of  property  in  the  city  are  well  founded,  or  not,  or,  do  you  think, 
sti.  July.  l'.M'j.  that  the  present  valuation  of  the  city  property  is  a  fairly  reasonable  one  ? — I  think, 
it  is  on  the  whole  a  fairly  reasonable  one,  if  rent  is  to  be  the  basis,  and  I  contend 
that  rent  ought  to  be  the  basis  of  valuation.  The  criterion  should  be  what  the 
property  produces. 

14019.  But  what  about  properties  which  are  not  rented  :  that  is  to  say,  properties 
which  are  being  held  over  for  building  purposes?  On  what  principle  do  you  think 
they  should  be  rated  ? — Well,  they  ought  to  be  rated  on  what  the  land  would  fetch  at 
public  auction. 

14020.  For  building  purposes  ? — Well,  if  the  land  is  suitable,  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  valuator  for  building  purposes,  it  ought  to  be  rated  accordingly. 

11021.  You  are  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  on  that  basis  ? — Yes. 

14022.  Would  you  limit  that  opinion  then  to  land  which  is  capable  oE  being 
built  upon  ?— Oh  yes,  naturally. 

14023.  Is  that  because  you  hold  that  property  of  that  description  is  being  held 
back  for  the  rise? — Well,  it  is  very  difficult  indeed  to  go  into  a  question  of  that  kind. 
It  is  a  burning  question  in  all  Municipalities.  There  is  a  certain  increment  accruing, 
continually,  as  the  city  expands  and  the  landlord  practically  doing  nothing.  I 
happened  to  be  in  Glasgow  and  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Town  Council  there,  when 
this  very  subject  was  discussed  and  I  know  that  they  got  very  angry  over  it.  It  is 
one  of  those  questions  that  is  very  difficult  to  deal  with  and  it  must  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  men  of  sound  judgment. 

14024.  In  order  to  effect  a  reasonable  compromise  ? — Yes. 

14025.  Have  you  at  all  considered  the  question  of  the  necessity  for  making 
any  alterations  iu  the  method  of  valuation,  by  the  Divisional  Council  of  the  Cape,  of 
the  city  property  as  far  as  rating  for  Divisional  Council  purposes  is  concerned  ? — Well, 
I  have  considered  the  matter. 

14026.  You  are  aware  that  Cape  Town  pays  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  rates 
towards  the  roads  kept  by  the  Divisional  Council  ? — Yes. 

14027.  Do  you  consider  that  it  is  an  unfair  amount  ?— Yes,  that  is  my  feeling. 
I  don’t  think  we  get  full  value  for  what  we  pay.  The  question  is  what  proportion 
should  Cape  Town  pay  ?  I  am  of  opinion  that  Cape  Town  should  certainly  pay 
something  towards  the  up-keep  of  the  roads  outside  the  Municipal  area  as  well  as  doing 
the  whole  of  the  work  necessary  within  the  Municipality,  but  what  amount  they  ought  to 
pay  is  my  difficulty.  To  make  them  pay  on  the  basis  of  the  valuation  of  property  from 
year  to  year,  or  as  it  now  is — triennial  valuations— I  don’t  think  would  be  fair.  I  don’t 
consider  that  Cape  Town  should  be  called  upon  to  do  that.  If  Cape  Town  were  to  pay 
on  the  valuation  basis  for  all  time  it  would  probably  have  to  pay  a  large  increase  with 
every  valuation.  The  outside  Municipalities  are  not  increasing  at  the  same  ratio  and 
contribute  less  in  proportion,  but  they  have  the  use  of  the  roads  just  the  same.  I  think, 
we  must  get  at  some  basis  whereby  a  contribution  should  be  fixed  for  a  period  of  years 
hence.  The  thing  should  at  once  be  put  on  a  satisfactory  footing,  because  I  maintain 
that  the  roads  are  not  going  to  cost  more  within  the  next  10  years  for  their  maintenance 
than  they  cost  now,  and  therefore  why  should  we  contribute  more  ? 

14028.  And  therefore  you  hold  that  the  reasonable  liability  of  a  Municipality,  like 
that  of  Cape  Town,  should  be  made  in  the  form  of  one  solid  contribution  from  the 
Municipal  revenue  to  the  Divisional  Council  ? — I  think  that  would  be  the  better  plan. 

14029.  And  it  would  follow  as  a  corollary  from  that  that  the  Divisional  Council 
should  cease  to  come  into  the  Municipal  area  and  levy  a  rate  upon  property  there  ? — 
Yes. 

14030.  But  you  have  formed  no  idea  of  what  the  amount  should  be  ? — No,  I  have 
not  gone  closely  into  that. 

14031.  Have  you  considered  the  question  of  the  valuation  of  properties  outside  the 
Municipal  area  in  the  Cape  Division  ? — No,  but  I  think  our  valuation  is  close  on 
£12,000,000. 

14032.  You  mean  the  Cape  Town  valuation? — Yes. 

14033.  But  you  have  not  considered  this  matter  in  the  light  of  the  relative  position 
of  the  Municipal  Councils  and  the  Divisional  Council,  as  far  as  the  cost  of  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  outside  roads  is  concerned,  and  as  far  as  the  taxation  of  the  outside 
properties  is  concerned  ? — N o,  I  have  not  gone  into  these  matters. 

14034.  But  you  are  prepared  to  go  so  far,  at  the  present  time,  as  to  say  that  the 
Divisional  Council  should  cease  to  rate  Municipal  property  and  that  at  the  same  time 
the  Municipalities  should  be  liable  for  a  contribution  towards  the  up-keep  of  the  outside 
roads  ? — Yes,  I  think  that  would  be  fair. 

14035.  And  you  would  be  prepared  to  say  that  that  contribution  should  be  fixed 
now  for  the  next  ten  years? — Yes. 
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14036.  And 'be  subject  to  revision  at  the  end  of  that  time? — Yes.  I  may  say 
that  I  once  thought  that  it  would  be  better  for  the  Government  to  do  away  with  the 
Divisional  Council  altogether,  and  to  undertake  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  through¬ 
out  the  whole  Colon}'. 

14037.  You  say  you  once  thought  that  ? — Yes,  and  I  think  it  might  be  done  with 
advantage  still,  although  it  is  very  difficult  to  give  a  decided  opinion  upon  that  matter. 

14038.  I  suppose  the  objection  to  that  would  be  that  the  people  in  the  rural  areas 
in  the  Cape  Division  would  like  to  have  something  to  say  in  their  own  local 
government  ? — Well,  I  put  no  emphasis  on  that,  as  far  as  Cape  Town  is  concerned. 

14039.  Have  you  considered  at  all  the  question  of  the  proposed  establishment  of 
another  Municipality  in  Camps  Bay  ? — Oh  yes,  I  have  considered  the  matter. 

14040.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  advisable  for  another  Municipality  to  be  set  up 
in  that  direction,  or  do  you  think  that  the  area  should  be  brought  under  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  ? — The  Syndicate  or  Company  around  there 
hold  a  large  tract  of  land  which  I  understand  may  be  available  for  building  purposes. 
The  Cape  Town  Municipality  has  very  little  indeed  to  offer  them — in  fact  I  know  of 
nothing  that  Cape  Town  could  offer  them  except  water,  and  they  claim  to  have  an 
abundance  of  that  themselves.  As  a  member  of  the  Council,  I  find  that  they  have  quite 
enough  in  hand.  In  other  words,  the  work  which  the  Cape  Town  Council  are  called  upon 
to  perform  is  very  onerous  indeed,  and  they  have  their  hands  quite  full  enough 
to  look  after  that  work.  I  am  unwilling  to  see  auother  Municipality  established  so 
near  to  Cape  Town,  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  would  be  of  no  advantage  to  Cape  Town 
to  tack  on  Camps  Bay,  and  I  fail  to  see  that  it  would  be  of  any  great  advantage  to 
the  Company  if  they  are  controlled  by  Cape  Town.  In  short,  we  have  nothing  to 
offer  them,  and  they  certainly  will  not  be  an  acquisition  to  Cape  Town,  either  from  a 
financial  or  any  other  point  of  view  that  should  be  considered  in  Municipal  govern¬ 
ment. 

14041.  Yes;  but  if  the  development  of  that  part  goes  on  it  would  be  necessary 
to  bring  it  more  closely  into  touch  with  Municipal  government,  and  then  the  question 
arises  whether  steps  should  not  be  taken  now  to  incorporate  it  within  the  Municipality 
of  Cape  Town,  or  whether  it  would  be  wise  to  let  things  drift  towards  the  creation  of 
another  Municipality  there  ? — Yes  ;  that  is  just  the  point. 

14042.  And  although  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  may  have  plenty  of  hay  on  its 
fork  at  the  present  time,  yet,  with  the  incorporation  of  an  area  such  as  Camps  Bay,  it 
is  possible  that  the  number  of  Councillors  would  be  increased  ? — Oh,  yes,  and  that  is  a 
point  that  I  wish  to  touch  upon.  The  work  is  very  heavy,  and  we  ought  to  have  an 
increased  number  of  Councillors. 

14043.  That  brings  us  to  the  question  of  the  general  amalgamation  of  these 
Municipalities,  does  it  not  ? — Yes. 

14044.  Have  you  any  views  on  that  large  question  that  you  would  like  to  give  to 
the  Commission  ? — Yes.  I  am  not  in  favour  of  amalgamation  out-and-out.  But 
partial  amalgamation  might  take  place  with  regard  to  certain  matters  which  would  be 
of  advantage  to  all  concerned.  To  my  mind,  it  should  only  take  place  with  regard  to 
such  matters  as  water  and  electricity.  I  think  electrioity  could  be  generated 
close  to  the  shores  of  Table  Bay  much  more  economically,  and  could  be 
distributed  more  easily  to  the  suburbs  than  it  would  be  possible  at  any 
other  point  of  the  Peninsula.  Besides  being  able,  in  such  a  case,  to 
place  a  large  plant  at  the  one  spot,  you  will  have  the  advantage  of  the  cold 
sea  water  for  the  purpose  of  condensation  which  has  been  proved  to  effect  great 
economy — to  the  extent  of  20  per  cent,  in  the  working.  The  temperature  of 
the  sea  water  in  Table  Bay  is  something  like  53  degrees,  and  is  thereby  admirably 
suited  for  the  purpose.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  whole  of  the  Peninsula  should  have 
its  lighting  emanating  from  a  central  station  on  the  shores  of  Table  Bay. 

14045.  Then  you  would  place  them  all  under  the  control  of  the  City  Council?  — 
Well,  I  am  not  so  stiff  on  that  as  on  water;  it  might  be  dealt  with  otherwise,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  electric  lighting  and  water  are  features  of  amalgamation  that  I  would 
advocate  in  that  way. 

14046.  Under  whose  management  would  you  place  these  matters?  -The  water,  I 
should  say,  under  the  management  of  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town,  and  with 
regard  to  the  electric  light  I  would  be  inclined  to  say  the  same.  But  if  the  suburbs 
all  unanimously  agreed  to  take  water  and  to  take  light,  unaer  a  proper  system  of 
adjustment  with  regard  to  finance,  I  see  no  difficulty  in  having  a  Board  of  Works.  My 
great  difficulty  lies  in  effecting  this  agreement.  We  all  know  that,  unless  we  have 
the  svmpathy  and  the  will  of  the  people  to  do  a  certain  thing,  it  is  very 
hard  to  make  it  go,  and  I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  come  to  a  satisfactory  agree¬ 
ment.  Glasgow,  for  instance,  continued  to  extend  until  it  practically  surrounded 
the  other  places,  and  then  there  was  no  difficulty  or  friction  in  getting  them  to  come 
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M-  in.  That  was  worked  out  by  effluxion  of  time,  and  therefore  came  smoothly,  but  if  we 
are  going  to  force  tire  Municipalities  against  their  will,  then  we  will  have  the  difficulty. 
Then,  with  regard  to  drainage,  that  ought  to  be  separate  for  these  Municipalities  as 
well,  that  is  to  say,  it  should  be  divided  into  two  systems. 

14047.  Would  you  place  that  under  a  Board  of  Works,  too? — No,  I  had  another 
thought  with  regard  to  that.  My  idea  is  that,  the  septic  tank  system,  namely, 
bacteriological  treatment,  is  one  which  should  be  adopted  for  the  suburbs. 

1404t>.  But  who  is  to  construct  the  works  and  who  is  to  control  them  ? — Those 
who  use  them. 

14049.  Do  you  think  it  is  within  the  means  of  any  of  these  smaller 
suburban  Municipalities  to  construct  large  drainage  works,  individually  and  separately 
from  the  others,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  carry  out  a  comprehensive  scheme  for  the 
supply  of  water  for  their  individual  use  ? — I  think  they  are  perfectly  competent,  butC 
also  think  the  drainage  should  be  carried  out  by  partial  amalgamation.  Take  Woodstock. 
I  think  it  is  a  little  unfortunate  that  Woodstock  did  not  join  Cape  Town  in  the  first 
instance  so  as  to  have  its  sewage  brought  this  way.  At  the  present  time,  we  don’t  know 
what  extension  might  take  place  within  Cape  Town,  and  I  don’t  think  we  can  now 
allow  them  to  pour  their  sewage  matter  into  our  intercepting  sewer  for  discharge  at  the 
Flashlight  Lighthouse. 

14050.  Tour  works  have  not  been  built  with  that  idea? — No,  so  that  we  must 
treat  Woodstock  as  being  entirely  outside  the  sewerage  works  of  Cape  Town,  but  I 
thiuk  that  Wcodstock,  Mowbray  and  Observatory  should  join  and  have  a  common 
system  on  the  septic  tank  principle.  I  had  the  opportunity,  while  at  Home  last  year, 
of  seeing  one  of  these  works  in  operation. 

14051.  Where  ? — In  Barrhead.  I  went  to  the  place,  specially,  after  having  made 
an  appointment  with  the  manager,  and  then  I  saw  the  whole  thing  and  made  full 
enquiries  as  to  its  working  and  efficiency.  The  town  lias  10,000  inhabitants  and  the 
whole  arrangement  is  worked  by  one  man  and  an  assistant.  I  examined  the  effluent 
water — it  is  on  the  closed  tank  system — and  I  found  that  the  effluent  from  the  filter 
beds  was  as  clear  as  the  water  on  Table  Mountain. 

14052.  You  say  the  whole  thing  is  managed  by  one  man  and  an  assistant  ? — Yes. 

14053.  What  class  of  man  is  he  ?  Is  he  an  engineer  ? — No,  he  is  a  mechanic  and 
his  assistant  a  labourer. 

14054.  The  whole  thing  works  automatically  ? — Yes.  The  advantage  of  that 
system  is  that  the  sludge  is  reduced  to  a  minimum.  I  may  say  that  I  have  some 
books  here  with  me  dealing  with  questions  connected  with  the  Glasgow  sewerage  works 
and  I  have  no  objection  in  leaving  them  with  the  Commission  if  you  desire  it. 

14055.  Your  idea  with  reference  to  this  drainage  is  that  there  should  he  a  com¬ 
bination  between  Woodstock,  Observatory  Road  district  and  Mowbray  ? — Yes,  and 
perhaps  Rosebank  too.  I  am  not  particular  as  to  the  number  of  places,  so  that  you 
may  include  another  if  you  like.  But  my  main  idea  is  to  have  two  septic  systems  com¬ 
peting  against  one  another. 

14056.  What  do  you  mean  by  competing  ? — I  mean  striving  for  the  best  results 
against  each  other.  1  think  there  is  no  economy  in  inaugurating  one  very  large  work. 

14057.  When  you  were  at  Barrhead,  did  you  get  any  idea  of  what  the  cost  was 
for  erecting  these  filter  beds  ? — Comparatively  cheap. 

14058.  Apart  from  the  cost  of  constructing  the  drains,  there  is  the  cost  of  con¬ 
structing  the  necessary  work  for  purifyiug  the  sewage  and  that  you  say  is  not  a  very 
heavy  one  ? — No. 

14059.  The  cost  of  management  is  not  heavy  either  ? — No,  it  is  very  moderate 
and  it  is  so  satisfactory.  In  fact,  the  effluent  was  so  inviting  that  I  took  a  mouthful 
of  it  as  it  passed  out. 

14060.  Do  you  know  the  Liesbeek  River  ? — Not  intimately. 

14061.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  objection  to  discharge  the  effluent  from 
such  filter  beds  into  the  Liesbeek  River  ? — Under  normal  conditions,  none  whatever. 
But,  I  thiuk,  we  should  provide  against  any  accident  that  might  happen  to  the  works ; 
for  example,  if  the  works  were  not  carrying  on  the  purification  satisfactorily  a  danger 
to  health  might  ensue. 

14062.  What  becomes  of  the  effluent  at  Barrhead  ? — It  runs  into  a  rivulet. 

14063.  That  would  be  like  our  Liesbeek  River? — Yes. 

14064.  Aud  who  takes  the  responsibility? — The  Municipality. 

14065.  And  there  have  been  no  objections  on  the  part  of  those  who  live  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  into  which  the  effluent  is  discharged  ? — No. 

14066.  Has  no  hitch  taken  place  there  with  regard  to  the  purification  of  the 
sewage  ? — No,  but  I  would  like  to  say  that  it  should  be  brought  to  a  spot  where  it 
would  not  be  landlocked. 

14067.  To  the  Bay  ? — Yes,  if  possible.  Of  course,  if  the  river  has  a  constant 
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flow  then  there  is  not  so  much  danger,  hut  if  the  river  is  sluggish  then  it  would,  perhaps 
be  advisable  to  carry  the  effluent  down  by  pipes. 

14068.  But,  broadly  speaking,  such  effluent  is  discharged  into  river  beds  in  the  old 
country,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  and  it  is  considered  quite  innocuous.  I  think  this  system 
would  work  admirably  in  the  Cape  Peninsula. 

14069.  Now,  with  reference  to  the  provision  to  be  made  for  a  large  water  supply, 
you  don’t  regard  that  to  point  in  the  direction  of  amalgamation  of  these  Municipalities. 
But  do  you  not  see  that  to  bring  any  such  supply  of  water  as  you  indicated,  namely,  a 
supply  of  10,000,000  gallons,  per  diem,  would  require  a  very  heavy  expenditure  of 
money,  and  that  it  could  not  be  done  within  a  considerable  period  of  time,  say  within 
six  or  seven  years  and  would  also  require  great  continuity  of  policy  or  action  on  the 
part  of  the  authorities  ? — Yes. 

14070.  Don’t  you  think  that  to  place  the  construction  and  management  of  such  a 
scheme  in  the  hands  of  a  Board,  which  would  be  independent  of  the  Municipal, 
authorities,  would  also  lead  to  friction  ? — I  think  it  would  be  likely  to  lead  to  friction. 

14071.  You  could  not  contemplate  a  large  scheme  for  water  supply  intended  for 
the  whole  of  the  Peninsula  being  placed  under  the  management  of  any  one  of  the 
smaller  Municipalities  in  the  suburbs? — My  difficulty  is  with  regard  to  the 
present  water  supply  existing  in  Cape  Town.  If  there  were  no  water  supply  in 
Cape  Town,  then  it  would  be  quite  a  different  matter,  but  Cape  Town  has  its  own 
water  supply,  and  the  difficulty  to  my  mind  is,  how  are  you  going  to  amalgamate  in 
the  face  of  that  ?  I  think  if  water  is  brought  and  distributed  in  the  way  that  I 
propose,  it  would  tend  to  amalgamation  ultimately,  because  I  have  no  doubt  that  in 
course  of  time  the  whole  would  become  one  Municipality.  And  I  say  at  once  that  I 
think  it  is  desirable,  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  believe  in  making  haste  slowly.  Shew 
these  Municipalities  that  we  can  supply  electric  light  much  cheaper  than  they  can 
provide  it  for  themselves,  and  the  same  with  the  water  supply,  and  bye-and-bye  you 
will  find  that  it  will  lead  to  oneness  and  unity. 

14072.  Dr.  Gregory.]  I  understand  you  are  on  the  Water  Works  Committee  ? — 

Yes. 

14073.  According  to  a  statement  furnished  to  the  Commission  by  the  Town  Clerk, 
the  revenue,  which  in  1899  was  £27,000,  jumped  up  in  1900  to  £52,600,  and  in  1901 
to  £56,900.  That  was  in  respect  of  charges  for  water  supply  in  Cape  Town.  Now, 
have  you  any  idea  of  what  was  the  cause  of  the  sudden  and  great  increase  ? — Yes.  It 
was  on  account  of  the  Military  operations  to  a  very  large  extent.  The  transports  which 
arrived  in  Table  Bay  required  a  very  large  quantity  of  water,  and  the  Military 
authorities  themselves  required  a  very  large  quantity.  I  think  that  almost  the  whole 
increase  is  due  to  the  Military  operations. 

14074.  So  that  the  bulk  of  that  revenue  cannot  be  looked  to  to  continue?  -No,  it 
will  not  continue,  although  we  anticipate  that,  if  all  wants  are  to  be  supplied  now,  it  will 
continue.  That  is  to  say,  that  there  will  be  the  demand  for  the  water  for  a  consider¬ 
able  time.  What  the  Military  authorities  have  needed  the  other  authorities  will  need 
for  a  considerable  time  to  come,  and  then,  besides,  there  will  be  a  considerable  amount 
of  extension,  so  that  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  a  large  decrease  for  some  time. 

14975.  You  would  not  then  agree  with  the  evidence  given  by  some  of  the  wit¬ 
nesses  that  the  great  increase  in  the  consumption  of  water  was  due  to  the  sewerage 
system  coming  into  operation  in  Cape  Town  which  necessitated  the  use  of  more  water  ? 
— No.  The  sewerage  system  has  been  gradually  coming  into  operation  for  the  last 
ten  years,  so  that,  on  that  score,  the  water  consumption  has  increased  gradually. 

14076.  Mr.  Gurney.]  The  Water  Committee  has  the  Tire  Brigade  under  it,  has 
it  not  ? — Yes. 

14077.  There  has  just  lately  been  a  lamentable  fire  in  London  where  there  was  a 
heavy  loss  of  life  owing  to  the  fire  escapes  being  too  short  to  reach  the  upper  storeys 
of  the  building  ? — Yes. 

14078.  Would  the  same  state  of  things  be  found  to  exist  in  Cape  Town,  in  the 
event  of  fire  extending  to  the  higher  buildings  ?  — We  are  having  a  building  erected 
now  of  eight  storeys,  and  after  a  certain  height,  fire  escapts  cannot  be  handled.  That 
is  to  say,  that  after  a  certain  height  the  fire  escapes  become  valueless,  so  that  other 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  would  have  to  be  provi  led. 

14079.  1  want  to  ascertain  whether  the  Fire  Brigade  Committee  has  taken  any 
steps  to  provide  means  for  removing  people  from  the  tops  of  these  high  buildings  in 
case  of  fire  ? — None  have  been  completed,  but  we  have  one  of  the  longest  fire  escapes 
that  could  be  operated  here  and  it  would  be  available  for  any  building. 

14080.  Could  yrou  tell  us  the  height  ? — I  have  not  got  the  exact  data  to 
give  you  that. 

14081  Would  that  be  high  enough  to  reach  such  buildings  as  Cartwright’s  and 
Heynes  Mathew’s  upper  storeys? — I  am  afraid  net.  A  fire  escape  is  only  a  ladder  at 
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Mr.  the  best,  and  you  will  at  once  see  the  danger  of  using  a  ladder  for  such  a  height- 
'•  I  think  some  other  means  must  be  found. 

St-,  j,  v  i  ,  j,  14082.  The  American  system  is  to  oblige  proprietors  of  such  build¬ 
ings  to  have  fire  escapes  built  at  the  outside  from  balcony  to  balcony 
down  to  a  certain  distance  from  the  ground,  but  the  Town  Council  of 
Cape  Town  have  no  provision  of  that  kind  here  have  they  ? — No.  I  am  not  quite 
sure  how  far  these  provisions  have  been  successful  of  which  you  speak  in  America.  If 
a  panic  ensues,  tlxe  rescue  of  people  becomes  a  very  difficult  matter. 

140ST  We  know  that  the  Council  is  enquiring  into  the  late  fire  iu  Cape  Town, 
but  I  wanted  particularly  to  know  what  provision  was  being  made  for  saving  life  in 
the  case  of  a  fire  ?  You  have  provided  an  amount  of  £2,000  for  new  appliances  in 
your  estimates  and  I  was  wondering  whether  any  such  fire  escapes  were  included  in 
this  amount  ? — I  don’t  think  so.  It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  because,  as  I  have 
pointed  out,  after  a  certain  height  these  escapes  are  valueless,  but  the  Council  is 
endeavouring  to  do  its  best  and  all  they  can  do  now  is  to  try  and  make  the  buildings 
which  are  springing  up,  fire-proof  themselves,  that  is  to  say,  the  large  buildings.  We 
are  anxious  to  induce  people  to  adopt  that  plan,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  make  these 
large  buildings  fire-proof. 

14084.  That  of  course  would  be  a  matter  of  time  and  it  would  only  apply  to  new 
buildings,  but  that  would  not  enable  you  to  get  over  the  risk  in  regard  to  the  older 
ones  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

14085.  Putting  aside  the  question  of  the  means  for  extinguishing  large  fires, 
would  you  say  that  the  life  saving  apparatus  is  up  to  date  ? — I  think  pretty  well. 
The  idea  is  that  Mr.  Hayne  is  always  supposed  to  be  in  touch  with  everything  that  is 
going  on,  and  the  Council  has  not  refused  anything  that  he  has  asked  for,  as  far  as  it 
is  necessary  to  carry  on  this  work. 

14086.  That  is,  as  regards  the  getting  a  supply  of  new  material? — Quite  so. 

14087.  But  they  have  not  quite  met  him  in  the  way  of  wages  and  salaries  for 
his  men? — Well,  of  course,  the  Council  have  to  exercise  their  judgment  in 
these  matters  but  I  am  not  aware  that  we  have  ever  gone  against  any  recommendation 
which  has  been  made  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Fire  Brigade.  I  may  say  that  I 
have  only  been  voted  to  the  Water  Works  Committee  within  the  last  few  months  so 
that  I  am  not  so  familiar  with  the  details  of  that  branch  of  the  work  as  I  am  with 
matters  connected  with  Public  Health. 

14088.  Dr.  Anderson .]  With  regard  to  the  removal  of  household  refuse  in  Cape 
Town,  has  there  been  any  complaint  since  the  Government  took  it  in  hand  ? — Not  that 
I  am  aware  of. 

14089.  And  if  there  were  any  complaints  now,  would  you  expect  them  to  arise 
from  the  collection  of  the  refuse  and  its  being  tipped  at  the  Railway  Station  ? — Yes. 

14090.  Would  you  not  have  the  same  objections  if  you  have  a  destructor  ? — There 
is  always  that  eventuality  that  you  will  have  a  certain  amount  of  nuisance  when  filthy 
matters  of  that  kind  have  to  be  handled. 

14091.  Destructors — even  of  the  most  recent — that  have  been  erected  are  not 
wholly  in  themselves  innocuous  ?  I  mean  apart  from  the  fumes  coming  from  them  ? — 
They  are  not  absolutely,  and  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  smell,  but  it  is  very  little. 

14092.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Torquay,  and  do  you  know  whether  there  was 
any  serious  nuisance  there  from  the  erection  of  a  destructor  ?— I  don’t  know. 

14093.  Torquay  is  surrounded  by  high  hills  and  therefore  bears  a  resomblanoe  to 
Cape  Town  ? — I  don’t  know. 

14094.  Mr.  Stewart.']  Can  you  tell  us,  Mr.  Wyllie,  why  the  system  known  as  the 
dribble  system  is  still  in  existence  in  Cape  Town  ? — I  know  of  no  reason  why  it  shoidd 
exist. 

1 4095.  Is  it  a  system  that  you  approve  of  ?  — It  is  one  that  I  very  strongly  disapprove 
of.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  was  not  a  month  in  the  Council  when  I  put  a  motion  on  the 
paper  that  the  water  should  be  drawn  from  the  main  and  that  all  new 
pipes  should  be  so  enlarged  that  the  quantity  of  water  now  drawn  in 
24  hours  could  be  drawn  in  eight  or  ten.  Our  pipes  at  present  are  too 
small  to  supply  the  full  demand  direct.  If  this  were  done  it  would  be  a  great  advan¬ 
tage  in  the  case  of  fire  as  well,  namely,  to  have  large  pipes  carrying  a  large  quantity 
of  water  under  the  same  pressure.  I  am  strongly  in  favour  of  having  the  water 
supplied  on  the  full-power  system. 

14096.  You  told  us  that  you  had  been  in  Great  Britain  about  a  year  ago  ? — Yes. 

14097.  During  your  investigations  there  did  you  come  across  any  towns  which 
had  the  dribble  system  ? — No. 

14098.  Did  you  hear  of  any  towns  which  have  it  ? — No. 

14099.  With  regard  to  the  evidence  on  sewage  at  Barrhead,  do  you  know  if  the 
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filtering  material  in  the  filter-beds  had  been  removed  since  the  time  that  the  filters  had 
been  put  in  use  F — No,  I  cannot  answer  that  question  quite,  but  I  think  that  the 
material  requires  to  be  cleansed.  I  did  not,  however,  go  into  that  particular  point,  8th  1902 
so  that  I  cannot  say  within  what  time  it  has  to  be  done. 

14100.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  it  has  been  the  habit  of  some  of  the  advocates 
of  the  bacteriological  treatment  of  sewage  to  neglect  the  necessity  for  changing  this 
filtering  material  simply  because  most  of  the  works  in  use  have  not  been  in  operation 
sufficiently  long  to  enable  experience  to  be  got  from  their  working  F — No  ;  I  cannot 
give  you  much  information  on  that  point. 

14101.  You  saw  such  disposal  works  at  Glasgow,  did  you  not  F — Ye<. 

14102.  Do  you  know  the  principle  which  they  keep  in  view  there  with  regard  to 
putting  sewage  into  the  river  F — Yes. 

14103.  Is  it  the  case  that  they  maintain  that  if  they  put  the  sewage  into  the  river 
in  as  good  a  state  as  the  water  itself  in  the  river  they  have  fulfilled  their  duty  F — 

Of  course,  that  is  their  contention,  but  they  will  be  in  a  condition  to  purify  to  any 
extent.  I  may  say  that  I  have  a  plan  here  of  the  Dalmarnoch  system,  and  I  went 
through  the  works,  which  answer  admirably. 

14104.  Chairman .]  You  said  also  you  had  some  books  with  your1 — Would  you 
kindly  put  them  in  now  for  the  information  of  the  Commission  and  we  will  see  that 
they  are  returned  to  you  F — Yes,  I  brought  them  purposely  for  the  Commission  and  I 
put  them  in  as  well  as  the  plan.  |  Plan  and  three  books  put  in.] 


Mr.  William  Thorne  (Mayor)  and  Mr.  Josiah  Robert  Finch  (Town  Clerk)  of  Capo 
Town,  further  examined : — 

14105.  Chairman .]  There  is  just  one  point  that  I  would  like  to  have  further 
explanation  from  you  about,  and  that  is  with  reference  to  your  suggestion  about  the 
Board  for  constructing  water  works  necessary  for  augmenting  the  water  supply  for  the 
Peninsula.  I  don’t  quite  follow  you  as  to  how  you  propose  that  this  Board  should  be 
formed  and  worked  which  should  control  the  whole  of  the  water  supply.  Do  you  think 
that  the  Board  should  be  nominated  by  any  particular  body,  or  do  you  think  that  it 
should  be  elected  by  the  ratepayers,  and  do  you  further  consider  that  it  should  have 
statutory  powers  F  In  the  first  instance,  suppose  you  are  in  favour  of  such  a  Board  of 
Works,  by  whom  do  you  think  it  should  be  elected  or  created,  and  of  whom  should  it 
consist  F — I  should  think  that  it  should  consist  of  members  selected,  or  elected,  from  the 
various  Municipalities  and  that  the  Board  should  have  Parliamentary  powers  to  deal 
with  these  questions. 

14106.  In  fact,  you  would  cany  out  the  principle  at  present  in  existence  in  the 
case  of  the  Suburban  Water  Works  Board  F — We  would  carry  out  that  principle,  yes; 
and  the  membership  of  it  should  be  on  a  pro  rata  principle  in  regard  to  the  various 
Municipalities.  That  is  to  say,  that  their  representation  and  guarantee  should  be  in 
proportion  to  population  and  rateable  value.  For  that  reason  I  said  yesterday  that 
Cape  Town  should  require  three-fifths  of  the  representation,  seeing  that  Cape  Town 
would  be  the  largest  guarantor.  The  Board  should  have  Parliamentary  powers  because 
they  oould  not  possibly  deal  with  any  water  scheme  unless  they  had  that ;  and  it  may 
be  that  the  Government  might  wish  to  nominate  a  member  on  the  Board  seeing  that 
they  will  bo  very  materially  interested. 

14107.  Then  your  idea  would  be  to  give  the  Board  power  to  sell  this  water  to  the 
consumers  who  wanted  it,  and  to  call  upon  the  various  Municipalities  to  make  up  any 
deficit  that  might  arise  in  the  working  or  in  the  cost  of  the  scheme  F — Yes,  and  I  think 
it  could  be  quite  easily  managed  with  Parliamentary  power. 

14108.  It  would  just  be  an  enlarged  Water  Board,  such  as  there  is  for  the 
Suburban  Municipalities  F — Except  only,  I  think,  that  the  Water  Board  at  the 
present  time  have  no  rating  powers. 

141u8m  Chairman  The  Board  has  rating  powers. — I  am  not  conversant 
exactly  with  what  their  powers  are,  and  of  course  a  new  Water  Board  would 
have  the  guarantee  of  the  different  Municipalities  giving  the  borrowing  power*. 
The  same  principle  would  apply  to  the  profits  arising  out  of  it,  which  would 
be  divided  pro  rata  in  the  same  manner.  In  fact,  it  would  be  something  on  the  basis 
of  a  limited  liability  company. 

14109.  I  think  you  said  yesterday  that  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town  had 
appropriated  money  for  investigating  water  schemes  F — A  very  small  sum — something 
like  £2,000 — but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  have  not  spent  £1,000. 

14110.  Is  that  investigation  going  on  at  the  present  time  F — Yes. 

14111.  By  your  own  officers F — Directly  and  indirectly;  they  are  accountable  to 
the  Town  Council  for  the  expenditure. 

14112.  I  suppose  you  consider  it  inadvisable  to  disclose  to  this  Commission  the 
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partieuhu  lino  of  investigation  that  is  being  performed  ? — I  could  not  think  of  men¬ 
tioning  what  we  are  doing  in  that  direction,  because,  if  I  did,  it  would  enable  others 
to  come  and  steal  a  march  upon  us.  I  might  say  that  we  have  various  schemes  on 
hand,  and  it  will  rest  with  the  Engineering  Department  as  to  what  will  he  decided 
upon. 

14 lid.  May  I  ask  when  this  money  was  voted,  Mr.  Mayor? — Since  I  have 
been  in  office. 

14114.  Within  the  last  sis  months  ? — Within  the  last  twelve  months. 

14115.  This  Commission  was  appointed  in  March  last,  I  think  :  was  it  before  that 
time  ? — I  could  not  give  you  the  date. 

14116.  But,  as  far  as  you  know,  at  the  present  time  they  have  not  decided  upon 
any  scheme  at  all  ? — No. 

14117.  Have  any  reports  been  considered  as  yet? — Well,  not  to  any  finality. 

14118.  Was  it  not  just  quite  lately  that  a  sum  of  £1,500  was  voted  ? — A  smaller 
sum  was  voted  prior  to  that  and  then  an  additional  amount  was  voted  recently. 

1411 0.  There  is  no  report  at  present  that  you  are  willing  to  supply  the  Commission 
with,  confidentially  or  otherwise? — We  have  not  any  report  at  present. 

14120.  But  I  understand  you  to  say  that,  in  addition  to  your  own  officers,  who 
are  undertaking  this  investigation,  certain  other  outside  engineers,  or  qualified  persons, 
are  also  eugaged  ? — Directly  or  indirectly  they  are  all  under  the  control  of  the  Council. 

14121.  But  you  are  employing  others  besides  your  own  officers,  are  you  not? — 
They  are  really  our  own  people.  They  are  responsible  to  the  Council. 

14122.  On  the  questions  relating  to  drainage  and  sanitary  systems,  Mr.  Mayor,  I 
suppose  it  is  not  necessary  to  get  much  evidence  from  you  as  your  drainage  scheme  is 
practically  complete,  is  it  not? — Yes.  so  far  as  it  is  required  at  the  present  time,  save 
what  is  called  the  surface  water  drains  which  are  still  in  progress.  There  are  two 
systems  of  drainage.  One  for  sanitary  purposes,  and  the  other  for  surface  drainage, 
and  they  have  required  a  very  large  expenditure.  The  sanitary  drainage  is  quite 
complete,  except  where  extensions  are  required  in  the  case  of  additional  properties  which 
are  now  being  laid  out.  But  the  surface  drainage  is  still  in  progress  and  will  take 
some  time  before  completion.  In  fact,  the  surface  drainage  is  calculated  to  give  us 
more  trouble  than  the  sanitary  drainage. 

14123.  In  what  way  ? — On  accouut  of  the  immense  increase  of  surface  water  that 
now  comes  down  which  was  formerly  absorbed  by  the  vegetation  on  places  which  have 
since  been  turned  into  building  lots.  Take,  for  instance,  Tamboers  Kloof,  which  was 
covered  by  trees  and  all  kinds  of  vegetation  ;  it  is  now  being  built  upon,  so  that  the 
water  which  was  formerly  absorbed  by  the  vegetation  and  taken  into  the  soil  now 
comes  down  in  an  immense  stream. 

14124.  It  comes  down  more  rapidly  ? — Yes,  it  all  runs  off.  There  is  nothing  to 
absorb  it  now.  The  same  trouble  will  occur  in  the  case  of  the  Orangezicht  Estate  and 
we  are  anticipating  that  to  a  certain  extent.  There  is  a  new  surface  drain  to  be  com¬ 
pleted  through  Adderley-street.  There  are  schemes  “A”  and  “B”  for  carrying  off 
water  from  the  different  parts  of  the  town,  but  it  is  only  for  surface  or  storm  water. 

14125.  Have  your  works  been  adequate,  through  the  recent  storms  ? — Up  to  the 
present  we  are  quite  clear  for  this  year.  The  course  is  clear  and  it  is  carrying  off  all 
the  water. 

14126.  The  great  danger  lies  in  sudden  severe  storms  on  the  mountain  side,  does 
it  not  ? — Of  course,  there  are  storms  that  occur  in  South  Africa  that  do  not  occur  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world.  The  rainfall  within  a  certain  given  number  of  hours  is 
sometimes  quite  unprecedented,  and  it  may  not  occur  again  for  cycles  of  years.  In  olden 
times  Cape  Town  was  provided  with  open  sluits  and  gutters  to  carry  off  the  water. 

14127.  Have  the  claims  for  damages  arising  from  storm  water  been  very  severe  of 
late  years  ? — Very  slight  last  year,  but  we  are  getting  over  that  difficulty  now  for  two 
reasons,  namely,  that  the  drainage  itself  carries  off  a  large  quantity  of  water  and  the 
buildings  which  are  now  erected  under  the  control  of  the  City  Engineer  have  their 
floors  raised  to  a  sufficient  height  to  prevent  the  properties  being  inundated  as  they 
were  in  the  past.  A  great  many  claimants  have  sent  in  claims  for  damage  caused  on 
account  of  their  floors  being  below  or  just  on  the  level  of  the  roads,  but  now,  with 
regal’d  to  the  new  properties,  protection  is  provided  against  that. 

14128.  Your  provision  for  the  removal  of  the  city  refuse  is  in  a  fairly  advanced 
condition,  is  it  not  ? — Our  arrangement  in  that  respect  has  now  been  taken  over  by 
the  Government,  who  remove  the  refuse  in  railway  trucks  at  so  much  per  ton. 

14129.  And  that  method  works  so  far  satisfactorily,  do  you  think  ? — Well,  we 
work  fairly  well  together.  We  had  an  idea  of  erecting  destructors  ;  but  the  Govern¬ 
ment  found  that  it  would  be  a  great  loss  if  the  refuse  of  the  town  was  so  destroyed, 
rather  than  enhancing  the  value  of  the  land  on  the  Flats,  where  the  trees  alone  bring 
in  a  large  revenue.  This  refuse  is  making  the  sandy  soil  out  there  profitable  for 
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farming  and  agiicultural  purposes  Therefore  we  have  abandoned  the  idea  of  erecting 
destructors.  Our  idea  at  the  time  was  to  erect  two  destructors,  one  at  each  end  of  the 
town,  and  we  made  provision  for  that  accordingly.  But  seeing  that  the  Government 
were  prepared  to  undertake  the  removal  in  trucks  to  the  country  at  about  the  same 
cost  that  the  destructors  would  have  been  to  us,  we  have  come  to  terms  with  the 
Government  in  respect  of  this  service  for  the  ensuing  five  or  ten  years — I  am  not  quite 
certain  of  the  period. 

14130.  And,  up  to  the  present,  that  arrangement  works  satisfactorily  to  all 
parties  ? — I  believe  so  I  think  the  refuse  is  carried  away  about  20  miles — right  out 
into  the  country — and  is  carried  in  different  diiections — for  a  little  time  being  deposited 
in  one  place,  and  then  again  for  a  little  time  deposited  in  another  place.  1  think  it  is 
working  quite  satisfactorily.  There  was  some  objection,  however,  during  the  early  stages 
of  the  plague,  but  since  that  time  it  has  been  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  contractor, 
and  things  work  smoothly.  The  nuisance  at  the  time  arose  mainly  owing  to  the 
insufficient  covering  up  of  the  refuse. 

14131  Dr.  Gregory .]  You  stated,  Mr.  Thorne,  that  the  Council  were  instituting 
enquiries  into  the  provision  of  an  additional  water  supply  outside  your  area,  and  that 
it  was  partly  being  done  by  your  own  Council’s  officials  and  partly  by  outside  advice. 
Now  could  you  inform  the  Commission  as  to  who  is  making  these  observations  for  the 
Council  outside  your  own  officials  ? — No,  I  am  not  quite  prepared  to  tell  you  that.  I 
don’t  think  it  would  be  fair. 

14132  1  will  put  the  question  in  another  way.  Is  any  member  of  this  Com¬ 
mission  making  enquiries  for  you  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  tell  you  who  the  parties  are 
that  are  making  these  investigations,  and  I  don’t  think  that  it  is  a  fair  question. 

14133.  I  think,  Mr.  Thorne,  that  it  forms  part  of  the  work  of  the  Commission. 
Are  you  not  aware  that  this  Commission  has  been  instructed  to  enquire  into  and 
report  upon  suitable  sources  for  augmenting  the  water  supply  of  Cape  Town  and  the 
Peninsula? — We  shall  be  very  glad  to  get  your  assistance  and — 

14134.  You  are  aware  that  those  are  our  instructions  ? — Yes,  and  we  are  prepared 
to  assist  you  as  far  as  we  possibly  can. 

14135.  And,  under  these  circumstances,  it  is  very  necessary,  is  it  not,  that  the 
Commission  should  know  what  is  being  done  in  order  that  anything  done  by  the 
Commission  may  not  clash  and  that  the  same  work  may  not  be  done  twice  over  ? — I 
am  quite  sure  that  nothing  would  clash  with  any  arrangements  that  we  might  be 
making. 

14136.  Still,  at  the  same  time,  you  don’t  think  the  Council  will  be  prepared  to 
afford  the  Commission  the  advantage  of  any  information  it  may  have  acquired  F — Oh 
yes,  we  shall  be  prepared,  as  soon  as  we  have  any  scheme  ready,  but  the  whole 
thing  is  in  such  an  embryo  form  at  the  present  time  that  it  would  be  better  for  all 
parties  that  it  should  first  be  carried  on  to  a  conclusion.  But,  when  completed,  we 
shall  be  very  pleased  to  submit  the  same  to  you. 

14137.  But  assuming  that  this  Commission  should  start  upon  one  or  more  of  the 
schemes  that  the  Council  ar6  enquiring  into,  and  commence  observations  and 
surveys,  would  it  not  seem  rather  unnecessary  that  two  sets  of  observations  and 
surveys  should  be  made  in  regard  to  the  same  area  ? — I  doubt  very  much  whether  that 
would  be  the  case,  but,  assume  that  it  is  so,  then  it  would  only  confirm  the  position 
taken  up  by  the  Council.  If  all  the  evidence  works  for  the  same  object  then  it  will 
have  much  greater  weight. 

3  4138.  Still,  if  it  is  done  properly  by  either,  one  ought  to  be  enough,  and  it  would 
mean  double  expense  to  hav8  two  ? — I  don’t  think  it  would  double  the  expense,  and  I 
consider  it  would  rather  reduce  the  expenditure. 

14139.  To  do  work  twice  over  ? — We  have  not  been  iuformed  that  the  Commission 
is  at  the  present  time  taking  any  steps  to  gain  the  information  that  we  are  endeavouring 
to  obtain. 

14140.  This  Commission  as  a  matter  of  fact  has  been  takiug  steps  in  that  direction, 
and  is  making  enquiries ;  under  those  ciroumstanoes,  don’t  you  think  it  would  be 
advisable  for  the  Commission  to  know  exactly  how  far  the  Council  have  gone,  and  in 
what  direction  they  have  proceeded  in  this  matter  ? — Before  the  Commission  closes  its 
enquiries  any  practical  work  that  the  Commission  may  have  done,  and  any  practical 
work  that  the  l'own  Council  have  done,  should  be  communicated  to  either  body  in 
order  to  know  what  progress  has  been  made  in  any  practical  enquiries. 

14141.  Quite  so,  that  is  the  principle  I  am  referring  to? — Yes,  but  at  the  present 
time  I  am  not  prepared  to  let  you  know  how  far  anything  has  been  done  prior  to  the 
completion  of  the  work.  However,  we  shall  be  prepared  to  let  you  know. 

14142.  Mr.  Gurney .]  But  if  the  Council  appreciated  the  fact  that  this  Commis¬ 
sion  was  making  the  necessary  enquiries,  would  it  not  be  well  that  the  Council 
should  cease  making-  theirs  for  the  time  being  F — -Tlio  Council  have  been  making 
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s[  their  enquiries  for  a  very  long  time  past,  and  we  now  want  to  know  something 

ami  practical  as  to  the  effect  of  those  enquiries.  A.  very  large  number  of  schemes  have  been 

J.  K.  h  '.  laid  before  the  Counoil,  and  what  we  ask  is  that  any  one  of  those  should  give 

:i.  .iuh\  hhi'J.  a  supply  of  10,000,000  gallons  of  water  a  day  and  there  should  be  the  possibility  from 

that  source  of  conserving  water  for  a  50  days’  supply.  Now  if  any  of  these  schemes 
— we  have  placed  the  matter  before  our  officials — is  to  be  adopted  for  bringing  in  the 
water,  we  will  have  to  decide  on  the  question  of  whether  it  is  practicable. 

11143.  But  for  many  years  the  Council  has  been  keeping  its  eyes  open  for  a 
possible  water  supply  from  outside  the  Cape  Peninsula  ;  then  comes  the  appointment 
ot  this  Commission  upon  which  the  Council’s  Hydraulic  Engineer  is  put  as  a  member. 
Surely  the  Council  then  should  wait  for  this  Commission’s  investigations  and  not  choose 
that  moment  to  make  investigations  of  its  own? — Mr.  Stewart  is  not  our  Hydraulic 
Engineer. 

14144.  But  he  has  been,  and  therefore  one  would  say  that  the  Town  Council 
would  have  sufficient  confidence  in  this  Commission  to  warrant  their  waiting  and  not 
making  their  investigations  until  they  have  heard  what  investigation  we  have  made? — 
What  we  are  doing,  I  take  it,  would  assist  the  Commission,  provided  that  the  Com¬ 
mission  is  also  making  practical  investigations,  so  that  the  results  of  both  could  be 
compared  before  any  conclusion  is  arrived  at. 

L4145.  But  then  they  might  overlap,  or  duplicate  the  expense? — No,  there  is  no 
chance  of  that.  We  are  taking  good  care  that  they  shall  not  overlap. 

14146.  Dr.  Gregory .]  But  as  both  the  Council  and  the  Commission  have  the 
benefit  of  the  advice  of  the  same  gentleman,  is  it  not  probable  that  they  would  overlap  ? 
— I  don’t  think  so,  because  we  have  our  own  officials  in  the  Town  Council. 

14147.  Chairman .]  These  officials  are  carrying  out  an  independent  investigation  ? 
— I  don’t  say  so.  The  Council  has  authorised  its  officials  to  get  any  information  that 
they  possibly  can  and  lay  it  before  the  Water  Works  Committee  which  would,  in  turn, 
lay  it  before  the  Council.  And,  of  course,  if  they  were  to  make  it  known  to  the  general 
public  that  they  were  going  to  adopt  scheme  “A  ”  or  scheme  “  B,”  they  would  have 
to  pay  much  more  than  the  intrinsic  value  of  what  they  require. 

14148.  Dr.  Anderson. ]  The  Corporation  having  its  own  trained  officials,  it  is 
rather  unreasonable  to  ask  the  Council  to  stop  its  investigations  owing  to  the  sitting 
of  this  Commission,  especially  seeing  that  these  investigations  were  commenced  before 
this  Commission  was  appointed  ? — It  has  been  under  review  for  a  very  long  time  past. 

14149.  Mr.  Steivart. ]  Is  it  within  your  knowledge,  Mr.  Thorne,  that  the  Town 
Council,  somewhere  in  1892,  began  to  look  for  an  outside  source  of  supply  ? — I  may 
say  that  the  Town  Council  have  been  for  a  long  time  past  on  the  look-out  for  an  out¬ 
side  supply.  They  anticipated  that  they  would  have  to  go  in  for  an  outside  supply. 
Their  reservoirs  and  means  of  husbanding  their  water  on  the  Mountain  with  the  new 
reservoir  now  in  course  of  construction  were  anticipated  to  be  completed  two  or  three 
years  ago.  Had  that  been  completed  according  to  anticipation,  they  would  have  been 
making  other  arrangements  at  a  much  earlier  date  for  getting  an  outside  supply. 
They  have  been  generally  known  to  be  on  the  look-out  for  an  outside  supply  ror 
many  years  past,  but  having  such  a  large  amount  invested  in  the  Mountain  and  not 
anticipating  that  the  demand  would  increase  to  such  an  enormous  extent  as  it  has, 
they  have  not  taken  that  active  part  in  the  enquiry  that  they  have  done  for  the  last 
year  or  two. 

14150.  And,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  you  adopted  the  system  of  water  supply  from 
Table  Mountain  because,  under  the  conditions  existing  some  ten  years  ago,  it  was  the 
cheapest  water  supply  you  could  get  ? — That  is  quite  correct. 

14151.  Coming  to  a  more  recent  date,  is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  the 
Council  were  aware  some  two  years  ago  that  it  would  probably  have  to  look  outside 
the  Peninsula  for  a  further  supply  sooner  or  later  ? — Oh  yes,  they  were  aware  of  that. 

14152.  And,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  long  before  this  Commission  was  talked  about,  I 
suggested  to  the  Town  Council  of  Cape  Town  that  certain  investigations  should  be 
made  ? — Yes,  there  was  a  report  sent  in  by  you  to  the  Council  asking  them  to  be 
prepared  to  get  an  outside  supply. 

14153.  And,  although  I  do  not  know  what  you  propose  to  do  with  the  money 
you  may  have  voted  lately,  still,  as  I  understand  it,  the  investigations  which  you  are 
going  to  make  are  for  your  own  guidance  entirely  ? — Entirely. 

14154.  And  from  your  evidence  given  yesterday,  I  believe  you  considered  that 
Cape  Town,  owing  to  its  position  as  the  most  important  factor  in  the  determination 
of  a  water  scheme,  regardless  probably  of  this  Commission,  you  should  want  to  be 
perfectly  satisfied  that  whatever  scheme  you  may  become  party  to  is  the  best  scheme  ? — 
Quite  so 

14155.  Chairman. I  don’t  know  whether  it  is  necessary  to  say  more  about  the 
water  question  except  that  one  can  only  express  the  hope  that  your  investigations  and 
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as  a  Council,  could  supply  us  with  ? — Yes,  and  1  hope  that  the  Commission  will  also  get 
some  practical  results  of  the  various  sources. 

14157.  We  have  to  suggest  a  scheme,  or  schemes,  which  will  be  suitable,  not  only 
for  Cape  Town,  hut  for  the  whole  of  the  Municipalities.  There  seems  to  be  a  common 
want  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  indicate  a  common  supply.  It  may  be  difficult  to 
please  all  parties,  but,  as  far  as  you  are  concerned,  I  understand,  you  will  be  walling  to 
co-operate  ? — We  will  give  you  all  the  assistance  we  possibly  can. 

14158.  Mr.  Stewart.']  May  I  ask  if  the  Commission  has  communicated  with  the 
Town  Council,  or  with  the  Water  Works  Committee,  with  a  view  to  getting  any  report 
which  they  might  possess  with  regard  to  the  water  supply  ?— We  have  had  no  com¬ 
munication  from  this  Commission  to  supply  them  with  any  information  on  questions 
of  water ;  only  on  questions  of  finance,  and  with  that  request  we  have  complied. 

14159.  Chairman.]  The  reason  for  that  is  that  it  was  only  yesterday  that  we  came 
to  know  that  the  Town  Council  had  voted  any  money  for  that  purpose.  At  all  events, 
as  far  as  I  am  (Concerned,  I  only  came  to  hear  of  it  yesterday ;  otherwise,  I  daresay,  we 
would  have  asked  you  for  the  information  earlier  ? — Yes. 

14160.  In  the  matter  of  streets  and  roads.  I  don’t  think  there  ismuchthatwe 
might  require  from  you  on  that  head.  The  only  point,  perhaps,  of  interest  is  the 
question  of  the  management  of  main  roads  by  the  Divisional  Council  as  far  as  that 
affects  your  Council  ? — Outside  roads  ? 

14161.  Take  the  roads  within  your  boundary.  There  is  an  arrangement  between 
you  and  the  Divisional  Council  with  regard  to  the  main  road  passing  through  the 
Municipality  of  Cape  Town,  is  there  not  ? — The  Divisional  Council  don’t  do  anything 
with  regard  to  this  road  that  runs  through  Cape  Town,  'the  Cape  Town  Municipality 
has  the  control  of  it,  and  looks  after  the  maintenance  of  it,  and  we  get  a  refund  from 
the  Divisional  Council  of  something  like  £2,000  per  annum  for  the  up-keep  of  the  road. 

14162.  How  long  has  that  arrangement  been  in  existence? — It  is  an  old  standing 
arrangement. 

14163.  The  contribution  by  the  Divisional  Council  towards  the  maintenance  of 
that  portion  of  the  main  road  has  not  increased  of  late  ? — JSi o,  it  is  just  the  same. 

14164.  But  how  is  it  with  reference  to  the  cost  to  you,  a9  a  Municipality.  Has 
that  increased  ?  Has  the  traffic  on  that  portion  so  increased  that  it  costs  you  a  great 
deal  more  to  maintain  it  now’  than  in  the  past? — Within  the  last  few  years  it  has 
increased ;  and  with  the  traction  engines  going  over  the  roads,  it  is  hardly  possible  to 
have  them  kept  in  any  proper  state  of  repair.  The  bars  on  the  wffieels  of  these  traction 
engines  act  like  a  mill,  and  cut  up  the  roads  very  much  indeed.  The  traction  engines  are 
not  allowed  to  run  through  Municipalities  in  England,  except  under  very  special  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  conditions.  I  will  give  you  an  instance.  In  the  town  of  Lancaster,  where 
the  streets  are  laid  out  with  stone  sets,  the  proprietor  of  a  traction  engine,  before  it  is 
allowed  to  pass  through  the  town,  has  to  deposit  a  sum  of  £100  with  the  Town  Councill. 
Then  a  man  will  walk  in  front  of  the  engine  with  a  whitewash  brush  and  mark  out  a 
route  for  the  traction  engine  to  follow.  Then,  any  stones  that  are  broken  up  by  it  are 
replaced  at  the  expense  of  the  owner  of  the  traction  engine.  Here,  unfortunately,  it 
appears  that  the  traction  engines  have  come  to  stay  and  the  Council  have  no  power  to 
deal  with  them,  besides  getting  no  revenue  out  of  them,  although  the  Council  used  to 
get  a  considerable  revenue  out  of  the  old  waggons.  Here  they  have  even  gone  beyond 
the  English  bye-laws  by  having  these  bars  across  the  w’heels  which  are  not  allowed  in 
England.  And  there  is  no  stone  within  the  Cape  Peninsula  that  will  stand  as  a 
macadam  against  these  traction  engines. 

14165.  Have  you  no  power,  at  the  present  time,  to  prevent  that  ?  — No,  but  w’e 
are  applying  for  it. 

14166.  In  your  new  Bill  ? — Yes. 

14167.  Dr.  Gregory.]  But  where  you  have  proof  that  anj’  particular  damage  has 
been  done,  you  could  proceed  against  them,  could  you  not  ? — No,  not  at  the  present 
time,  even  if  they  grind  the  roads  up  to  powder. 

14168.  I  ask  this  question  becausel  notice  up  in  Hope  Street  the  fraction  engines 
have  completely  smashed  up  your  granite  channelling.  Now  could  not  the  Council 
claim  against  the  owners  of  those  engines  ? — It  might  possibly  do  so  if  they  see  the 


our  own  will  come  into  the  same  focus,  as  it  were? — Yes,  sir,  we  do  hope  that  the 
Commission  itself  will,  at  an  early  date,  do  something  practical  in  the  matter. 

14156.  Our  position  is  this :  that  we  have  to  enquire  into  certain  possible  source 
of  supply,  several  of  which  have  been  indicated  by  certain  witnesses,  but  the  difficulty 
is  to  make  a  choice,  and  the  feeling  of  the  Commission  is,  if  not  as  a  whole  at  all  events 
of  a  majority,  that  it  is  within  our  function  to  indicate  to  the  Government  the  best 
source  of  supply  for  the  whole  Peninsula ;  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  investiga¬ 
tions  undertaken  by  this  Commission  and  the  investigations  taken  by  the  Town  Coun¬ 
cil  may  coincide  in  result ;  and  we  shall  be  happy  to  receive  that  assistance  which  you, 


752 


engine  going  across  it.  And  of  course,  we  would  have  a  claim  if  they  get  into  the 
kerhing  and  guttering,  but  the  difficulty  is  in  watching  them  and  proving  the  damage. 
j  ;■ .  }  i  p'or  ordinary  traffic  however  we  have  no  moans  of  compelling  them  to  pay  for  the 
-  wear  and  tear  of  the  roads. 

stb  July,  i‘.*02.  1-j  1 69.  Chairman.'].  With  reference  to  the  maintenance  of  the  outside  roads. 

Have  you  any  views  that  you  would  like  to  state  to  the  Commission  ? — Well,  I  have 
attended  a  good  many  meetings  in  connection  with  the  Divisional  Council,  and  I  have 
taken  the  chair  at  the  late  meetings.  My  own  feeling  was,  in  reference  to  the 
Divisional  Council  roads,  that  they  could  be  well  maintained  and  controlled  by  our 
suburban  Municipalities  themselves. 

14170.  That  is  with  reference  to  the  portion  of  the  road  within  each  Municipality, 
respectively  ? — Yes. 

14171.  But  now,  with  reference  to  those  roads  outside  the  Municipality? — Even 
that  could  also  be  managed  by  the  suburban  Municipalities,  and  the  outside  roads 
should  be  paid  for  in  a  larger  proportion  by  those  who  make  use  of  them,  than  is  done 
at  the  present  time.  If  a  new  road  is  made  through  a  certain  agriculturist’s  ground 
on  the  Cape  Flats  by  the  Divisional  Council,  it  has  enhanced  the  value  of  that  ground 
enormously,  and  the  owner  of  that  property  is  not  taxed  in  proportion  to  that  enhanced 
value.  And  therefore  a  very  much  larger  proportion  of  the  expenditure  comes  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  Cape  Town  Municipal  householders  than  should  be  the  case. 

14172.  Then  generally  you  think  that  the  up-keep  of  these  Divisional  roads  and 
Main  roads  within  the  several  Municipalities  might  devolve  upon  the  Municipalities  in 
question  ? — I  believe  so. 

14173.  And  you  think,  therefore,  that  the  Divisional  Council  should,  after  these 
Municipalities  have  taken  over  the  roads,  cease  to  levy  rates  on  properties  within  the 
Municipalities  ? — Yes. 

14174.  And  you  would  be  in  favour  of  the  Municipalities,  in  addition  to  their 
keeping  up  the  roads  within  their  own  boundaries,  giving  a  contribution  towards  the 
maintenance  of  roads  outside  their  boundaries  ? — Oh  yes,  they  should  give  a  trifling 
amount,  but  nothing  in  comparison  to  what  it  is  at  the  present  time.  I  am.  quite  sure 
that  Cape  Town  would  be  prepared  to  render  them  assistance. 

14175.  A  certain  proportion  of  the  estimated  cost  of  making  up  these  roads? 
— Yes. 

14176.  You  would  not  be  in  favour  of  abolishing  the  Divisional  Council  alto¬ 
gether  ? — I  do  not  see  why  the  different  Municipalities  themselves  should  not  appoint 
a  sub-committee  to  deal  with  these  roads,  so  that  the  Divisional  Council  could  very 
easily  be  abolished.  They  have  a  dual  valuation  now  and,  I  think,  they  could 
safely  take  over  the  Cape  Towd  valuation  and,  in  the  same  way,  the  valuation  by  the 
Municipalities  in  the  suburbs.  In  many  instances  they  employ  the  same  individual 
to  make  the  valuations  for  the  suburban  properties,  both  for  the  Divisional  Council 
and  the  Municipal  Council,  and  that  means  doubling  the  expense. 

14177.  But  I  was  referring  more  to  other  woik  in  the  rural  areas  which  would 
require  some  representative  body  to  administer  to  the  omission  of  valuations  or  up-keep 
of  Municipal  roads  ? — Then  the  work  would  be  reduced  to  a  small  minimum.  And 
the  question  is  whether  the  whole  of  the  outside  area  could  not  be  controlled  by  sub¬ 
committees  of  the  various  Municipalities.  It  is  a  very  small  area  after  all  which  is 
outside  the  Municipalities  in  the  Cape  Division. 

14178.  What  is  the  extent  of  it  ?  It  is  some  hundreds  of  square  miles,  is  it  not  ? 
—  Oh,  yes. 

14179.  Then  there  are  other  things  that  require  attention,  are  there  not,  in  a  rural 
area  like  that,  such  as  sanitary  matters  ? — Well,  they  have  not  done  so  up  to  the 
present  time. 

14180.  True,  but  they  have  bad  no  power  up  to  the  present  time  ;  and  should 
not  these  outside  areas  have  an  administrative  authority  with  more  power  than  the 
Divisional  Council  have  at  present  ? — I  do  not  see  why  the  Public  Health  Act  could 
not  be  made  to  cover  that. 

14181.  Is  not  the  whole  area  of  the  Cape  Division  becoming  so  thickly  populated 
that  for  its  interests  you  require  a  body  witli  larger  powers  than  the  Divisional  Council 
has? — Well,  the  Municipalities  might  extend  their  boundaries. 

14182.  Would  you  rather  see  that  done  than  give  the  Divisional  Council  any 
additional  powers  ? — I  thick  it  would  act  very  much  better. 

14183.  But  would  the  rural  ratepayers  agree  to  that,  do  you  think  ?  Would  they 
like  to  be  municipalised  ? — It  is  not  what  they  would  like.  It  is  what  would  be  the 
best  for  the  whole  community  that  I  would  like  to  see  done. 

14184.  Take  an  area  like  the  Constantia  one.  Would  you  place  that  under  a  Village 
Management  Board,  or  a  Municipality? — I  would  make  it  a  Village  Management 
Board  in  the  early  stages  and  as  the  properties  increased  that  body  might  have  increased 
powers.  I  think,  they  would  be  very  well  controlled. 
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14185.  So  that,  so  far  as  Divisional  Councils  arc  concerned,  you  don’t  see  any  use 
in  continuing  them  ? — I  don’t  really  see  much  use  in  continuing  the  Cape 
Divisional  Council.  I  have  a  statement  here  which  has  been  prepared  by  the  Town 
Clerk,  shewing  the  percentage  of  loss  in  rates  assessed  by  the  Divisional  Council,  and 
this  I  put  in  for  the  information  of  the  Commission.  [Statement  put  in.] 

(Mr.  Finch:)  The  statement  shews  that  25  per  cent,  of  the  Cape  Divisional 
Council  rates  as  outstanding,  so  that  if  there  is  any  refund,  it  would  therefore  be  25 
per  cent,  short  of  what  it  ought  to  bo. 

14186.  From  what  source  have  you  drawn  this  information  ?  (Mr  Finch  :)  It  is 
from  the  statistical  register.  I  think  His  Worship’s  point  is  that  if  the  urban 
authorities  were  left  to  collect  the  rate  it  would  be  better  done,  as  the  statement  shows 
the  Municipal  collections  to  he  within  a  very  low  percentage  of  the  possible. 

14187.  This  statement  I  see  is  signed  by  Mr.  Martin.  Is  he  an  accountant  in  the 
Municipal  Office  ? — (Mr.  Finch  :)  Yes. 

14188.  In  the  matter  of  electric  lighting,  Mr.  Thorne,  you  are  increasing  your 
plant  very  much,  at  the  present  time,  are  you  not  ? — Yes,  to  a  very  large  extent.  We 
have  a  new  electrical  engineer  who  has  lately  arrived  from  Europe. 

14189.  And  you  would  be  prepared  to  supply  eleotric  light  to  a  very  much  greater 
extent  ? — We  hope  to  be  able  to  supply,  not  only  Cape  Town,  but  also  the  suburbs. 

14190.  You  are  fairly  well  satisfied  with  the  working  of  that  plant,  are  you  not, 
I  mean,  so  far  as  financial  results  are  concerned  ? — It  is  rather  in  an  experimental 
stage,  but  so  far  it  has  been  a  success  and,  with  the  experience  that  we  have  lately  had 
and  with  the  appliances  that  we  now  have,  we  look  forward  to  making  it  a  very  paying 
concern.  t 

14191.  There  has  been  no  loss  to  the  Corporation  ? — There  has  been  no  loss  what¬ 
ever. 

14192.  Dr.  Gregory .]  In  regard  to  this  statement  of  the  electric  lighting  expenses 
for  the  5  years,  I  notice  that,  during  the  last  three  years  of  that  period,  namely,  the 
years  1899,  1900  and  1901,  under  the  headings  of  “  Expenses  of  Management,”  and 
“  Working  Expenses,”  while  the  revenue  from  the  Electric  Lighting  Works  has 
increased,  roughly  only  50  per  cent.,  that  is  from  £22,000  to  £33,000,  the  expenses  of 
management  and  working  expenses  have  increased  by  125  per  cent.,  namely,  from 
£8,000  up  to  £18,900.  And  then  again,  taking  the  expenses  of  management,  they 
have  increased  from,  £2,000  up  to  over  £1,000  ;  and  represent  an  increase  of  from  97 
per  cent,  on  the  whole  expenditure,  to  12'3  per  cent,  on  the  whole  expenditure.  Is 
it  not  the  general  experience  that,  as  the  size  of  works  increases,  the  proportionate 
expenditure  of  management  decreases? — We  hope  to  do  so  in  our  new  operations. 

14193.  Can  you  account  for  it,  why  in  this  case  during  the  last  three  years  it  has 
gone  up  in  this  manner,  instead  of  going  down? -Well,  the  cost  of  coal  has 
materially  increased. 

14194.  But  does  that  affect  the  expenses  of  management  ? — Well,  the  cost  of 
working  expenses  too  ;  and  in  addition  to  that  we  have  found  that  it  has  been  cheaper 
to  work  on  a  larger  scale  down  at  the  Dock  Road  than  to  have  the  works  up  on  the 
mountain  side.  We  are  now  having  appliances  at  the  Dock  Road  that  will  do  away 
with  any  unnecessary  expenditure,  as  it  is  going  on  on  a  very  large  scale. 

14195.  Then  I  take  it  that,  as  a  business  man,  you  agree  that  this  increase  in  the 
expenditure  is  not  satisfactory  and  that  it  really  ought  to  have  been  a  decrease  ? — 
Well,  we  hope  to  get  that  in  another  few  years. 

14196.  Dr.  Anderson. ~\  In  answer  to  Mr.  Gurney,  yesterday,  you  said  that  you 
would  like  the  Towu  Council  to  have  control  of  the  shipping.  I  suppose  you  mean  by 
that  the  full  sanitary  control  of  the  Dock  area  ? — That  is  what  I  mean  and,  of  course, 
the  granting  of  pratique  also  to  vessels  arriving  here.  1  hat  of  course  would  be  included 
in  it. 

14197.  But,  of  course,  it  is  not  necessary  that  that  should  be  included  in  it  ? — Well, 
I  consider  that  the  Council  should  have  control  over  vessels  arriving  here  with  oversea 
diseases,  as  they  are  now  allowed  to  land  their  passengers  without  reference  to  the 
Town  officials,  and  that  often  is  the  cause,  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  of  spreading 
disease.  The  Town  should  have  control  of  the  lauding  of  passengers  or  of  the  crew  ; 
and,  in  fact,  control  of  any  vessel  having  communication  with  the  port. 

14198.  But  apart  from  that,  there  are  other  matters  which  ought  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  Council  in  connection  with  the  Dock  area  ? — Oh  yes.  The  shipping  in 
the  Dock  area  and  sanitary  matters  generally  should  be  under  the  control  of  tho 
Council. 

14199.  Are  there  not,  at  the  present  time,  80  or  90  cottages  which  are  undrained 
and  which  are,  at  the  present  time,  served  by  the  objectionable  pail  system  ? — I  don’t 
know  the  number  of  them,  but  I  know  that  there  are  cottages  which  are  unconnected 
with  our  drainage,  at  the  present  time. 
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14200.  We  have  been  told  that  nearly  every  house  in  Cape  Town,  at  the  present 
lime,  has  been  drained  and,  therefore,  if  these  cottages  had  been  under  the  Council, 
the  presumption  is  that  they  would  also  have  been  drained  ? — Yes. 

14201.  The  Council  possesses  the  drains  and  sewers  and  if  they  had  oontrol, 
they  would  have  extended  these  in  order  to  connect  these  cottages  ? — Yes,  our  drains 
are  close  by  there  and  they  could  very  easily  be  connected. 

14202.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  city  that  there  should  be,  so 
to  speak,  in  the  heart  of  the  city  a  number  of  undrained  cottages  ? — I  oertainly  think 
that  the  same  conditions  should  apply  to  the  Dock  area,  as  apply  to  any  other  part  of 
Cape  Town,  but  under  the  present  circumstances,  we  have  no  control  whatever. 

14203.  Then  certain  nuisances  may  arise  in  the  Dock  area  with  regard  to  refuse 
and  so  on  r  — Yes,  and  we  have  no  control  over  it. 

(Mr.  Finch  :)  With  regard  to  this  matter,  I  should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Commission  to  pages  174  and  175  of  the  Mayor’s  Minute  where  a  report  is  given 
of  a  lecture  delivered  by  Professor  Simpson  on  the  31st  May,  1901,  dealing  with  the  out¬ 
break  of  bubonic  plague,  before  the  South  African  Branch  of  the  British  Medical 
Association. 

14204.  Chairman.']  Has  any  aotion  been  taken  in  regard  to  that  matter  ? — (Mr. 
Finch  :)  Representations  have  been  made  to  the  Government  from  time  to  time. 

14205.  Generally,  the  Town  Council  wish  that  more  effective  sanitary  control 
should  be  given  them  over  the  Dock  area  ? — Yes.  I  believe  the  Harbour  Board 
appoints  a  sanitary  inspecter  at  the  present  time. 

14206.  Dr.  Anderson.]  You  are  a  member  of  the  Harbour  Board,  Mr.  Mayor, 
are  you  not  ? — Yes,  but  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  details  of  the 
working  of  the  Harbour  Board  matters  to  go  into  that. 

14207.  You  have  had  no  report  ?■ — No. 

14208.  Dr.  Gregory.]  The  Dock  area  is  under  the  administration  of  the  Harbour 
Board,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

14209.  The  sanitary  administration,  or  rather  the  port  health  work,  is  under  the 
administration  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

14210.  The  sanitary  work  relating  to  shipping  and  the  introduction  of  diseases  ? — 

Yes. 

14211.  How  far  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Harbour  Board  extends,  is  a  matter  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Acts  under  which  the  Harbour  Board  is  constituted  ? — Yes. 

14212.  But  it  is  perfectly  clear,  is  it  not,  under  whose  authority  the  port  health 
work  is  placed  ?  It  is  definitely  placed  under  the  Minister  by  several  Acts  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  by  the  Crown.  I  think  it  is  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

14213.  It  is  placed  under  the  Minister  both  by  the  Public  Health  Act  and  the 
Harbour  Board  Act.  Now,  can  you  advance  any  reason  why  a  matter,  which  is  of 
general  interest  and  concern  to  the  whole  Colony,  and  which  ought  to  be  carried  on  on 
certain  definite  lines  at  the  different  ports  in  the  Colony  alike,  and  one  which  involves 
international  relationships  with  other  States,  should  be  taken  from  the  hands  of  the 
central  government  and  placed  in  the  hands  of,  and  oarried  on  by,  a  local  authority, 
simply  because  a  portion  of  the  seaboard  of  that  looal  authority  happens  to  adjoin  the 
port  ? — In  the  first  place,  the  Cape  is  in  much  more  direct  communication  with  foreign 
seaports  than  any  other  port  in  South  Africa. 

14214.  With  what  ports  is  it  in  most  direct  communication  ? — Being  the  first  port 
of  call. 

14215.  Is  it  the  first  port  of  call  from  India,  which  is  the  home  of  plague  and 
cholera  ? — It  is  the  first  port  of  call  for  a  very  large  number  of  ships  that  come  to 
South  Africa,  and  it  is  in  direct  communication  with  those  ports. 

14216.  Is  that  the  reason  why  you  consider  that  the  sanitary  work,  &c.,  should  be 
carried  on  by  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  ? — I  think  you  will  find  that  there  are 
precedents  in  England  for  a  similar  state  of  things,  where  you  will  see  that  the  port 
authorities  should  be  under  the  control  of  the  Municipal  authorities.  I  think  the 
Port  of  London  is  an  instance  where  the  port  authorities  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Municipal  authority.  (Mr.  Finch :)  The  Corporation  of  London  are  the  Health 
authority  for  the  Port  of  London  and  they  exercise  control  over  the  river  from 
Teddington  Lock  seawards. 

14217.  But  it  is  the  Port  Authority  that  has  special  powers  and  has  to  carry  out 
special  instructions  of  the  Local  Government  Board  P — The  Municipal  Board.  But 
the  port  authorities  in  London  are  under  the  control  of  the  Municipal  authorities ;  the 
port  authorities  of  London,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  are  the  Corporation  ;  there  is  no  dual 
oontrol. 

14218.  Take  for  instance  the  Tyne  Port ;  is  that  under  the  Corporation  of  New¬ 
castle  ? — I  think  you  will  find  that  the  local  authority  have  control. 

14219.  There  is  a  body  called  the  Port  Authority  which  has  to  work  under 
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regulations  and  instructions  of  the  Government  Board  ? — There  are  of  course  regula¬ 
tions  for  them  to  carry  out,  but  the  health  of  the  port  is  under  the  Municipality. 

14220.  I  am  speaking  about  the  question  of  communicating  diseases  through  the 
port  ? — (Mr.  Finch  :)  I  think  it  would  suffice  to  say  that  a  communication  has  been 
addressed  to  the  Commission  covering  a  report  from  the  City  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
by  direction  of  the  Council. 

14221.  Chairman .]  It  is  scarely  within  the  scope  of  the  Commission  to  go  into 
details  of  this  kind  as  I  do  not  think  we  are  called  upon  to  make  any  recommendation 
in  that  direction  ? — (Mr.  Finch  :)  The  scope  of  the  Commission,  I  take  it,  embraces 
sanitary  matters  and  this  is  purely  a  matter  of  sanitation. 

14222.  Yes,  but  you  are  now  going  into  the  question  of  quarantine,  and  the  Public 
General  law  of  the  country  deals  with  that  ? — (No  answer). 

14223,  Dr.  Gregory .]  With  regard  to  the  report  of  Dr.  Simpson’s  lecture  in  the 
Mayor’s  Minute,  which  you  have  j us+  quoted,  Mr.  Thorne,  the  mortality  amongst  the 
rats  occurred  on  the  South  Arm,  and  that  was  entirely  under  the  oontrol  of  the 
Military  authorities,  was  it  not  ? — Yes. 

14224.  And  this  mortality  was  first  noticed  hy  the  Military  authorities  ? — I  don’t 
know  whether  it  was  the  Military  authorities  or  the  Dock  employees. 

14225.  It  was  not  reported  by  the  Military  authorities  ? — Well,  if  you  say  so,  I 
take  that  as  correct. 

14226.  Chairman.']  Is  there  any  information  with  reference  to  the  alterations  of 
your  boundary  that  you  would  like  to  bring  before  the  Commission  ?  Take,  for 
instanoe,  the  area  of  Camps  Bay,  are  you  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  included 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  boundary  ? — Yes,  for  this  reason,  that  the  boundary  of 
the  Cape  Town  Municipality,  at  the  present  time,  extends  through  about  half  of  it,  and 
the  other  half  of  it,  strange  to  say,  belongs  to  Woodstock  for  electoral  purposes.  That 
is  to  say,  the  part  called  Papendorp. 

14227.  But  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  Woodstock  for  Municipal  purposes  ? — No, 
but,  I  think,  that  is  a  good  argument  why  we  should  have  it  annexed. 

14228.  You  are  opposed  also  to  the  creation  of  another  Municipality  in  this  area, 
I  presume  ? — I  think  it  would  be  an  injurious  thing  ;  one  Municipality  would  be  able 
to  work  it  much  more  economically. 

14229.  Do  you  see  any  difficulty  in  meeting  the  views  of  the  proprietors  in  that 
neighbourhood,  with  reference  to  preserving  that  area  as  a  residential  one  of  a  better 
class  ? — We  should  be  very  glad  to  support  them  in  that.  In  fact,  we  are 
acting  on  the  same  principle  with  regard  to  the  Orangezioht  Estate,  where  we 
have  agreed  to  support  them  so  far,  that  when  the  land  is  purchased 
only  a  certain  character  of  building  should  be  allowed  to  be  erected.  This 
action  by  the  Council  strengthens  the  position  of  the  owners  of  the  property.  I 
may  say  that  we  have  adopted  that  suggestion  in  the  new  Bill  that  we  intend  to  bring 
before  Parliament  at  its  next  meeting,  in  which  we  ask  that  the  Cape  Town  Municipal 
boundary  should  be  extended  to  Camps  Bay,  taking  in  a  portion  of  the  land  there. 

14230.  But  now,  for  continuing  the  select  character  of  the  building  in  such  a 
neighbourhood  as  that,  the  initial  steps  must  be  taken  by  the  proprietors  themselves  ? 
— The  owners  of  the  ground  make  the  conditions  when  the  land  is  purchased. 

14231.  And  it  would  then  be  for  the  Municipal  authorities  to  see  to  the  safe¬ 
guarding  of  those  conditions  ? — Yes,  they  would  have  to  see  that  a  uniform  method  is 
kept  up. 

14232.  Mr.  Gurney.]  We  have  heard  the  complaint  that  the  committee  work 
on  your  Council  is  very  laborious  and  that  the  tax  on  the  members  of  the 
Council  is  very  severe,  and  so  forth.  Is  it  partly  the  case  that  these  committees  have 
their  work  increased  by  the  terms  of  the  legislation,  that  is  to  say,  that  by  amended 
legislation  a  number  of  these  committee  meetings  oould  be  avoided  ? — No,  I  don’t 
think  so. 

14233.  Are  not  some  of  these  meetings  held  in  order  to  comply  with  the  Act 
rather  than  to  get  specific  work  done  ? — Not  at  all.  The  committee  meetings  have 
increased  in  order  to  comply  with  the  increased  work.  For  instance,  the  Cape  Town 
Municipality,  within  the  last  few  years,  have  adopted  a  system  of  cleaning,  making 
and  repairing  their  streets  ;  they  have  extended  their  water  system  in  a  very  great  mea¬ 
sure;  they  have  also  taken  over  the  Electric  Lighting  Works  ;  and  this  constitutes  a  lot  of 
work  apart  from  the  general  sanitary  work.  In  addition  to  this,  however,  they  have 
appointed  a  new  office  for  the  sanitary  department  which  is  placed  under  the  head  of 
their  chief  medical  adviser.  They  have  adopted  the  same  thing  in  the  water  depart¬ 
ment.  They  have  now  a  special  hydraulic  engineer  in  a  separate  department  and  the 
same  thing  applies  all  the  way  round  to  the  electricity  department.  The  general  work, 
of  course,  falls  upon  the  chief  body  of  officials  and  the  Council  do  not  interfere  with 
them  m  any  possible  manner.  Their  work  and  their  responsibility  have  accordingly 
immensely  increased. 
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*  14234.  And  one  would  have  thought  that  that  would  tend  ultimately  to  reduce 

committee  work  rather  than  to  increase  it  F — Oh  no,  it  would  rather  increase  the 
■■■/,  committee  work,  especially  bearing  in  mind  that  we  have  no  increased  number  of 
19Q0  Councillors  for  the  very  much  larger  area  of  the  town. 

14235.  So  that  your  experience  does  not  point  in  the  direction  of  any  of  these 
meetings  being  unnecessary,  but  quite  the  reverse  F — I  think,  they  are  absolutely 
necessary  and  I  think  the  number  of  members  of  the  Council  ought  to  be  increased, 
in  some  such  form  as  they  have  in  England,  that  is  to  say,  by  having  additional 
members  as  Aldermen.  In  fact,  even  in  this  country,  there  are  very  much  larger  pro¬ 
portions  of  Councillors  in  Municipalities,  than  Cape  Town  has  in  proportion  to  its 
area  or  inhabitants. 

14236.  Chairman.]  What  is  your  view  with  reference  to  the  reintroduction  of  the 
Ward  system  in  Cape  Town  F — Well,  the  Ward  system  did  not  work  very  well  in  the 
past. 

14237.  It  is  proposed  by  the  new  Bill  to  take  permissive  powers  to  introduce  the 
Ward  system  F — Of  course,  it  is  a  matter  that  has  been  brought  up  under  discussion  in 
the  Town  Council.  I  may  mention  that  in  Natal  they  have  the  Ward  system 
and  now  they  are  endeavouring  to  have  it  withdrawn.  1  think,  the  Ward  system 
might  be  effected  in  this  way  :  that  they  might  have  Aldermen ;  that  is  to  say, 
one  man  as  a  nominee  for  each  Ward,  so  that,  in  that  way,  they  will  have  six 
additional  members,  who  would  directly  represent  the  different  Wards,  the  same  as 
they  have  in  certain  boroughs  or  towns  in  England.  Of  course,  that  would  necessitate 
an  adjustment  of  the  Municipal  Bill  which  would  have  to  be  entirely  altered.  It 
might  also  be  stipulated  that  these  Aldermen  should  reside  in  the  Wards  that  they 
represent.  But,  to  divide  the  whole  town  into  separate  Wards,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  it  would  not  work  very  well,  because  you  would  not  have  that  broadmindedness 
that  you  have  at  the  present  time,  when  the  town  is  represented  as  a  whole  by  18 
<  'ouncillors,  and,  of  course,  the  additional  Aldermen  would  have  the  same  duties  to 
perform  as  ordinary  Councillors. 

14238.  Under  the  present  system  of  electing  Town  Councillors,  is  it  your  opinion 
that  all  classes  in  the  community  are  fairly  represented  F — I  do  think  so.  If  they 
choose  to  make  an  effort  they  could  all  be  fairly  represented. 

14239.  But  what  is  the  general  effect  of  its  working,  as  we  see  it  at  work  ? — I 
think  as  it  is  they  are  fairly  well  represented  ;  take  the  members  of  the  Council.  You 
will  see  that  you  have  a  fair  number  of  the  various  classes  amongst  them. 

14240.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  fair  proportion  of  what  would  be  called  the  working 
man’s  representatives  on  the  Council  P — I  think  so, 

14241.  With  regard  to  the  hours  for  keeping  the  poll  open,  are  there  any  provi¬ 
sions  in  the  new  Bill  for  extending  them  ? — Some  time  ago  they  were  extended  from  5 
o’clock  to  6  o’clock. 

14242.  Representations  have  been  made  to  us  that  within  these  hours  artisans 
cannot  attend  the  polling,  except  at  a  pecuniary  loss  to  themselves.  Now,  would  there 
be  any  objection  to  extending  the  hours  to  8  o’clock  ? — There  would  be  no  objection 
that  1  can  see.  It  would  only  throw  extra  work  on  the  officials.  But  if  it  would 
meet  the  desires  of  the  ratepayers,  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  objection. 

14243.  As  far  as  the  constitution  of  the  Council  is  concerned,  you  are  in  favour  of 
increasing  the  number  of  representatives  and  to  some  extent  of  a  re-introduction  of  the 
Ward  system  ? — Only,  of  course,  for  the  increased  number  of  members,  that  is  to  say, 
there  should  be  six  men  representing  the  Ward  system  and  18  men  representing  the 
Council  for  the  whole  Municipality. 

14244.  Dr.  Gregory .]  If  there  were  any  combination  with  the  other  Munici¬ 
palities,  then  it  would  be  necessary  to  bring  in  the  Ward  system  completely,  would  it 
not  F—  Yes,  and  the  matter  would  require  revision  as  to  how  the  money  in  such  districts 
would  have  to  be  expended.  We  had  that  in  vogue  in  the  earlier  stages  in  the  old 
Liesbeek  Municipality,  but  the  various  different  Wards  did  not  see  how  it  could  be 
worked  and  that  led  to  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  being  dissolved  and  broken  up  into 
the  present  three  or  four  Municipalities. 

14245.  Your  Etrong  reasons  for  objecting  to  the  formation  of  another  separate 
Municipality  at  Camps  Bay  would  apply  equally,  would  they  not,  to  the  doing  away 
with  some  of  existing  Municipalities  F — I  think  the  present  number  of  the  existing 
Municipalities  might  be  materially  reduced,  making  one  Municipality  of  the  suburbs 
and,  if  it  were  the  desire  of  the  inhabitants  that  those  Municipalities  should  be 
absorbed  by  Cape  Town,  we  would  meet  them  and  give  them  equal  treatment  with  our 
present  residents.  But  we  have  no  special  desire  to  absorb  them,  I  certainly  think, 
however,  that  the  suburban  Municipalities  should  be  the  same  again  as  the  old 
L  esbeek  Municipality  was. 

14246.  Chairman .]  They  should  coalesce  F — Yes. 
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Office  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  Commission, 

Hofmeyr  Chambers, 

Cape  Town,  24th  February,  1903. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour,  by  direction,  to  transmit  herewith,  for  favour  of 
presentation  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  the  Minority  Report  of  Dr. 
Gregory,  to  which  reference  is  made  on  page  74  of  the  Report  of  the 
Commission. 

In  doing  so,  I  am  to  say  that  the  Commissioners  resolved  that  Dr. 
Gregory’s  Minority  Report  should  be  forwarded  to  His  Excellency  through 
the  Chairman,  in  order  that  an  opportunity  might  be  afforded  him  of 
attaching  to  it  any  replication  deemed  by  him  to  be  needed. 

Having  now  carefully  considered  the  Report  herewith  transmitted,  the 
Chairman  finds : — 

First. — Paragraphs  1  to  42  contain  a  reiteration  of  criticisms  of  certain 
portions  of  the  Report  of  the  Commission  which  were  brought  forward  when 
the  Commission  was  in  session  and  which  were  carefully  weighed  at  the 
time  without,  however,  affecting  the  conclusions  of  the  Commissioners. 

Second. — In  opposition  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners 
that  the  eight  Metropolitan  Municipalities  should  be  unified,  the  Minority 
Report  recommends  that  those  eight  Municipalities  should  be  combined  so 
as  to  form  three  Municipalities.  By  a  reference  to  Paragraph  72  of  the 
Commissioners’  Report,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  recommendation  of  the 
Minority  Report  was  duly  considered,  but  was  rejected  by  the  Commissioners. 

Third. — The  one  new  feature  in  the  Minority  Report  is  the  recommen¬ 
dation  in  favour  of  the  bilateral  partition  of  the  Woodstock  area.  But  as 
this  recommendation  seems  to  Dr.  Gregory  himself  to  be  of  doubtful  utility, 
the  Chairman  does  not  consider  it  necessary  to  comment  upon  it  at  length.  * 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


To  the  Under  Colonial  Secretary. 
[G.  21—1902.] 


MARK  GARRETT, 

Secretary. 

B 
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MINORITY  REPORT. 


To  His  Excellency  the  Honourable  Sir  Walter  Francis  Hely-Hutchinson, 

Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order  of  Saint  Michael  and 
Saint  George,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  His  Majesty’s 
Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  of  the  Territories  and  Depen¬ 
dencies  thereof,  etc.,  etc. 

May  it  please  Your  Excellency, — 

1.  It  is  with  much  regret  and  with  a  feeling  of  great  diffidence  that  I 
find  myself  in  the  position  of  having  to  make  a  Minority  Report  on  certain 
of  the  matters  referred  to  your  Commissioners  for  enquiry  under  the 
Commission  issued  to  them  on  the  14th  March,  1902.  I  experience  regret 
because,  after  the  long  period  of  close  and  pleasant  work  with  my  colleagues 
which  the  Commission  has  entailed,  it  is  disappointing  to  conclude  its  labours 
in  partial  disagreement.  I  am  diffident  because  I  cannot  fail  to  attach  very 
great  weight  to  the  judgment  of  my  colleagues,  all  of  whom  have  brought  to 
a  consideration  of  the  subject  special  knowledge  and  a  large  experience  of 
its  various  branches. 

Yet,  while  fully  appreciating  the  gravity  of  disagreeing,  I  recognise  the 
more  strongly  the  duty  that  is  laid  upon  me  of  resolutely  expressing  the 
opinions  I  have  formed  only  after  most  careful  consideration  and  upon  what 
I  believe  to  be  the  most  solid  foundations. 

OBJECTIONS  TO  PROPOSED  AMALGAMATION  OF  SOUTHERN 
SUBURBAN  MUNICIPALITIES  WITH  CAPE  TOWN. 

2.  Although  I  am  in  entire  accord  with  many  of  the  findings  and  1*6001X1“  4^  monster  Muni* 
mendations  of  my  colleagues,  as  set  forth  in  their  Report  to  Your  Excellency,  Poiot  to  Wynberg 
I  am  quite  unable  to  concur  in  their  most  material  recommendation  of  the 

creation  of  one  monster  Municipality  stretching  from  Sea  Point  to  Wynberg, 
and  amalgamating  with  the  City  of  Cape  Town  the  Suburban  Municipalities 
of  Sea  Point,  Woodstock,  Maitland,  Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  Claremont  and 
Wynberg. 

3.  I  certainly  concur  with  them  in  the  opinion  that  at  the  present  t  ime  Amalgamation  of 
the  Southern  Suburbau  Municipalities  are  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  condition.  Municipalities'11  u” 
Disunited  and  without  uniformity  in  their  municipal  action;  owing  t0  BentIy  neces8ary- 
deficient  means  and  machinery  compelled  to  carry  out  imperfectly,  or  to 

entirely  neglect,  many  most  important  municipal  concerns;  having  an 
inadequate  water  supply  and  being  without  any  proper  system  of  setverase, 
they  are,  in  varying  degrees,  lacking  in  most  of  the  essentials  of  good 
Municipal  Government.  This  state  of  things  cannot  be  attributed  to  any 
carelessness  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  those  responsible  for  the  administration. 

It  is  the  natural  outcome  of  the  system  under  which  that  administration  has 
to  be  carried  on.  However  much  the  existence  of  a  number  of  separate 
Municipal  Councils  may  in  the  past  have  been  successful  in  caring  for  local 
interests, — and  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  under  all  the  circumstances 
they  did  not  in  the  early  days  of  the  development  of  these  areas  afford  the 
best  means  to  this  end — it  is  certain  that  the  time  has  long  arrived  when 
their  complete  amalgamation  into  one  strong  municipal  body  should  have 
taken  place. 

4.  ,But  while  on  these  grounds  the  necessity  for  this  amalgamation  ig  But  Cape  Town  in 
clear,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  it  is  necessary  that  such  amalgamation 

should  include  within  its  scope  the  City  of  Cape  Town.  On  the  contrary,  con9tn,ctlon- 
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(he  Municipality  of  Cape  Town,  whatever  may  have  been  its  shortcomings  in 
the  past,  is  not  at  the  present  time  carrying  out  its  work  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  call  for  its  reconstruction  or  to  warrant  its  supersession.  Far  from  this 
being  the  case  its  present  development  affords  every  promise  that  the  future 
will  witness  the  attainment  by  the  City  of  the  highest  standard  of  municipal 
efficiency. 

v, ,  .rent  uek  of  5.  But  in  one  respect,  the  important  one  of  economy,  its  administration 

'  -mmistra-  WOuld  appear  to  have  been  somewhat  wanting,  if  we  are  to  judge  from  the 
Accounts  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure  furnished  to  your  Commissioners  and 
printed  in  the  Appendices  “  A  ”  and  “  L  ”  attached  to  the  Report  of  my 
colleagues. 


■  Nw'thTtrin‘-niahi!  6.  As  some  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  increased  economy  that  it  is 
V-  economv  “In  supposed  would  result  from  an  amalgamation  that  would  include  Cape  Town, 
:rf-,n  adn.mis- ft  mas-  not  be  out  of  place  to  here  indicate  briefly  some  considerations  which 
suggest  themselves  from  an  examination  of  these  Municipal  Accounts. 

7.  In  the  five  years,  1897  to  1901,  a  period  during  which  a  great  ex- 
ncr  ^  d  v,,r  66  pansion  of  the  City  finances  has  taken  place,  the  annual  expenditure  on 

Ordinary  General  Works — excluding  all  expenditure  for  Sinking  Funds  and 
Interest  on  Loans,  Water  and  Electric  Lighting  works  and  Drainage  Con¬ 
struction — has  steadily  increased  from  £89,407,  in  the  year  1897,  to 
£139,926,  in  1901,  or  an  increase  at  the  rate  of  over  56  per  cent,  in  the 
five  years.  It  is  difficult,  owing  to  the  form  iu  which  the  Accounts  are 
presented,  to  ascertain  to  what  degree  the  different  heads  of  Expenditure,  and 
especially  purely  Establishment  Charges,  have  increased  during  this  period ; 
and,  for  the  same  reason,  it  is  not  possible  to  apply  the  test 
which  suggests  itself,  of  instituting  a  comparison  between  the  proportion 
which  Establishment  Charges  bear  to  the  General  Revenue  in  the  cases  of 
ompanson  vith  Cape  Town  and  of  each  of  the  Suburban  Municipalities,  respectively  ;  but,  in 
Eltp^ndi“1^“nicipal  m7  opinion,  there  are  good  grounds  for  believing  that,  taking  the  total 
expenditure  on  the  six  separate  Establishments  of  the  six  Suburban 
Municipalities  of  Sea  Point,  Woodstock,  Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  Claremont 
and  Wynberg,  the  proportion  which  the  Establishment  Charges  bears  to  the 
total  revenue  of  these  Suburban  Municipalities  is  very  little,  if  any,  greater 
than  that  which  obtains  in  the  case  of  Cape  Town  with  its  single  administra¬ 
tion  administering  a  Revenue  several  times  larger  than  the  combined  Revenues 
of  these  Municipalities. 

8.  While,  however,  it  is  not  possible,  from  the  available  abstracts 
of  Accounts,  to  particularise  the  services  in  which  increase  has  chiefly 
taken  place,  it  would  appear  that  increase  has  occurred  more  or 
less  generally  under  all  the  main  heads  of  Ordinary  Municipal  Expenditure. 

There  is,  however,  one  head  of  Expenditure,  namely,  that  on  Markets, 
which,  by  reason  of  its  determinate  character,  permits  of  an  accurate  examina¬ 
tion  being  made.  The  following  Table  shews  the  Receipts  and  Expenditure 
on  Markets  during  each  of  the  five  years  1897  to  1901,  from  which  it  will 
be  observed  that,  while  during  this  period  the  Receipts  from  Markets  have 
increased  from  £3,953  to  £7,517,  or  by  only  90T  per  cent.,  the  Expenditure 
in  connection  with  Markets  during  the  same  period  of  years  has  increased  from 
£1,740  to  £4,362,  or  by  as  much  as  150-7  per  cent.  And  it  will  further  be 
noted  that  the  ratio  of  Expenditure  to  Receipts  has  during  this  period  steadily 
risen,  from  44'02  per  cent.,  in  1897  to  41-23  per  cent.,  in  1898;  51-88  per  cent., 
in  1899  ;  63*45  per  cent.,  in  1900  and  58-03  per  cent.,  in  1901.  This 
expenditure  on  Markets,  at  any  rate  that  for  1901,  contains  no  item  for 
any  extension  of  buildings,  the  whole  of  the  amount,  £4,362,  being  for 
purely  working  expenses.* 

The  estimated  expenditure  on  Markets  for  1902  was  £9,600,  none  of  the  receipts  in  this  year  being 
carried  to  the  general  revenue,  but  on  the  contrary,  £270  was  estimated  to  be  required  from  the  general  rates. 


Increase  appear! 
to  be  general. 


Expenditure 
City  Market®. 
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/.  Table  shewing  the  receipts  from ,  and  Expenditure  on  Markets  in  the 
Cape  Town  Municipality ,  during  each  of  the  years  1897  to  1901. 


1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Percentage  ratio 
of  increase  during 
five  years. 

Receipts 

3,953 

4,480 

4,782 

7,119 

7,517 

901 

Expenditure 

1,740 

1,847 

2,481 

4,517 

4,362 

150-7 

Ratio  of  Expenditure  to 

Receipts 

44-02 

41-23 

51-88 

63-45 

58-03 

•  • 

9.  An  idea  of  the  growth  and  of  the  cost  of  administration  is  furnished  wate™^’19  a£ 
by  an  examination  of  the  City  Waterworks  Account  and  the  Electric co,ult' 
Lighting  Works  Account,  in  both  of  which  the  Expenses  of  Management 
and  Working  Expenses  are  shewn. 

The  following  Table  prepared  from  the  accounts  furnished  by  the 
Council  shews,  inter  alia ,  in  respect  of  the  Waterworks,  the  amount 
expended  on  Management  and  the  cost  of  Working  during  each  of 
the  five  years  1897  to  1901.  It  will  be  seen  that,  while  the  Working 
Expenses  have,  with  slight  variations,  remained  fairly  steady  throughout  the 
period, — a  reduction  even  having  taken  place  in  the  year  1901, — the  Expenses 
of  Management  have  steadily  increased  year  by  year,  from  £2,400  in  1897 
to  £4,781  in  1901,  or  an  increase  of  94'35  per  cent.  As  to  the  Receipts 
during  this  period,  these  shew  very  little  variation  for  the  first  three  years 
1897,  1898  and  1899,  but  during  the  two  final  years  of  the  period  1900  and 
1901,  the  Receipts  practically  more  than  doubled  themselves  ;  this  increase, 
however,  being  a  purely  fortuitous  one,  resulting  from  the  very  large  sales 
during  the  war  of  Water  in  bulk  to  the  Military  Authorities  and  to  Trans¬ 
ports  in  the  Bay.  (Question  14,073.  Mr.  James  Wyllie,  Member  of  the 
Cape  Town  Waterworks  Committee.  “  I  think  that  almost  the  whole 
increase”  (in  the  Waterworks  Revenue)  “is  due  to  the  Military 
operations  ”). 


II.  Table  shewing  the  Receipts  from ,  and  the  Expenses  of  Management  and 
the  Working  Expenses  of  the  Waterworks  of  the  Cape  Town  Munici¬ 
pality ,  during  each  of  the  years  1897  to  1901. 


1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Percentage  ratio 
of  increase  during 
five  years. 

Receipts 

28,782 

28,474 

29,087 

59,631 

64,735 

124-91 

Expenses  of  Management  .  . 
Ratio  per  cent,  to  Receipts 

2,460 

8-55 

2,379 

8-35 

2,860 

9-83 

4,315 

7-24 

4,781 

7-39 

94-35 

Working  Expenses 

Ratio  per  cent,  to  Receipts 

4,187 

14-55 

4,761 

16-72 

5,815 

19-99 

5,302 

8-90 

3,893 

601 

Decreased. 

I 


10.  In  the  case  of  the  Electric  Lighting  Works  the  same  remarkable  Expenditure  on 
increase  appears  to  have  taken  place.  In  this  Account  the  Expenses  of 
Management  and  the  Working  Expenses  are  not  shewn  separately  for  a 
period  further  back  than  for  the  three  years,  1899  to  1901.  The"  figures 
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Increase  in  amount 
of  rates  levied  per 
head  of  population. 


>  ape  Town  Council 
competent  to  eecure 
economy  without 
amalgamation. 


Evidence  tendered 
to  Communion  Gene¬ 
rally  adverse  to 
amalgamation  of 
Cape  Town  with 
Suburbs. 


which  are  given  in  the  following  Table  indicate  that,  while  the 
total  Receipts  during  the  three  years  in  question  only  increased  by  51-00  per 
cent.,  the  Working  Expenses  increased  during  the  same  period  by  133-86 
per  cent.,  and  the  Expenses  of  Management  by  108 -79  per  cent.  In  other 
words,  the  ratio  of  Expenses  of  Management  to  Receipts  increased  from  8-9 
per  cent,  in  1899  to  12-3  per  cent,  in  1901,  and  the  ratio  of  Working  Ex¬ 
penses  to  Receipts  from  28-8  per  cent,  to  44-7  per  cent. 

On  this  subject  of  Waterworks  and  Electric  Lighting  Works 
Expenditure,  reference  may  be  made  to  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Thorne 
under  questions  13746-02  and  13839-45,  and  bv  Mr.  Wyllie  under  questions 
14192-14195. 


III.  7 able  shewing  the  Receipts  from ,  and  the  Expenses  of  Management 
and  Working  Expenses  of  the  Electric  Lighting  Works  of  the  Cape 
To  ton  Municipality ,  daring  each  of  the  years  1899  to  1901. 


1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Percentage  ratio  of 
increase  during  three 
years. 

Receipts.  . 

22,038 

28,618 

33,278 

51-00 

Expenses  of  Management 

Ratio  per  cent,  to  Receipts  .  . 

1,968 

8-93 

3,022 

10-56 

4,109 

12-35 

108-79 

Working  Expenses 

Ratio  per  cent,  to  Receipts  .  . 

6,359 

28-85 

10,262 

35-86 

14,871 

44-69 

133-86 

11.  It  would  appear  from  these  figures  that  the  expansion  of  Municipal 
usiness  has  not  resulted,  as  it  might  have  been  expected  to  have  done,  in 
increased  economy  of  administration.  Similarly  it  does  not  seem  that  any 
diminution  has  taken  place  in  the  proportionate  amount  of  Rates  which  the 
Community  has  to  provide.  It  is  true  that  the  actual  Rate  assessed  fell  from 
4d.  in  the  £,  in  1897,  to  3|d.  in  the  £,  in  1901,  and  still  lower  to  2fd.  in  the 
£,  in  1902,  hut  during  this  period  of  six  years  the  Rateable  Value 
or  the  City  has  been  much  more  than  doubled,  having  increased  from 
£5,066,420  to  £12.272,190,  or  by  142-2  per  cent.,  these  figures  giving  a 
rateable  value  per  head  of  the  population  of  £191  in  1902,  as  against  only 
£90  in  1897,  which,  on  the  Rates  assessed,  represent  an  annual  charge  per 
head  of  the  population  of  forty  shillings  in  1 902  as  against  thirty  shillings 
in  1897.* 


12.  Rut  the  matter  of  ensuring  economy  in  the  administration  of  City 
affairs  is  one  with  which  the  Cape  Town  Municipal  Council  is  quite  com¬ 
petent  to  deal  and  may,  I  think,  he  left  to  deal;  but  were  this  not  the  ease, 
this  alone  would  scarcely  appear  to  afford  sufficient  grounds  for  amalgamating 
the  Suburban  Municipalities  with  Caj)e  Town. 

13.  And,  indeed,  it  appears  to  be  the  feeling  of  the  public  at  large  that 
grounds  do  not  exist  for  such  an  amalgamation,  for  if  we  turn  to  the  evidence 
on  the  subject  tendered  to  the  Commission,  it  will  be  seen  that  almost  with¬ 
out  exception,  every  witness  whose  opinion  on  the  subject  your  Commissioners 
had  an  opportunity  of  hearing,  was — whatever  other  views  on  amalgamation 
were  held — decidedly  opposed  to  any  amalgamation  which  included  within 
its  scope  the  uniting  of  Cape  Town  with  the  Southern  Suburban  Munici- 


{“/  Although  some  of  thin  increase  in  rateable  value  is  due  to  the  erection  of  new  buildings,  yet  a  very 
large  amount  results  from  the  general  increase  in  the  valuation  of  property.  The  rateable  value  for  the  year 
1  >  is  £13, 176., 000,  or  an  increase  during  the  year  of  close  on  one  million.  It  is  probable  that  the  rate  for 
the  year  1903  will  remain  the  same  as  that  of  1902. 
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palities.  It  is  impossible  not  to  attach  the  greatest  weight  to  the 
testimony  of  these  witnesses,  including  as  they  do  among  their  number 
gentlemen  so  eminently  qualified  by  their  capacity  and  by  their  long 
Municipal  or  other  Administrative  experience,  to  express  reliable  opinions 
on  the  subject,  as  Mr.  W.  P.  Schreiner  (Questions  12793 — 12820), 

Mr.  W.  Thorne  (Questions  14245 — 6',  Mr.  Thomas  P>all  (Questions 
12138,  12255—12276),  Mr.  W.  E.  Moore  (Questions  5856, 

5301,  5794,  5795),  Mr.  J.Wyllie  (Questions  14040-14050),  Mr.  George  Smart 
(Questions  12396  to  12445),  Mr.  W.  Westhofen  (Questions  7996,  7992, 

8000),  Mr.  S.  Tonkin  (Questions  1611-1653),  Mr.  A.  B.  Peid  (Questions 
1661-2-3),  Mr.  G.  W.  Teaman  (Question  1658),  Mr.  T.  A.  J.  Louw  (Ques¬ 
tions  1896,  1941),  Mr.  H.  Donnan  (Question  2843),  Mr.  H.  Beard  (Ques¬ 
tions  10104,  10112),  Mr.  T.  Yollmer  (Questions  7644-46),  Mr.  W.  Buuciman 
(Question  5566),  Mr.  John  Andrews  (Questions  8976-94),  and  Mr.  J.  L.  M. 

Brown  (Questions  13580-90),  who  one  and  all  deprecated  the  idea  of  the 
formation  of  one  huge  Municipality,  including  Cape  Town.  It  must, 
however,  be  added  that  several  of  these  witnesses  ultimately  stated,  after 
undergoing  a  somewhat  insistent  cross-examination,  that  such  an  amalga¬ 
mation  might  work  if  the  safeguards,  suggested  to  them  while  under 
examination,  could  be  effectually  supplied. 

14.  In  view  of  this  manifest  disinclination  on  the  part  of  so  many  to  fpXglt " aeLabie 
any  amalgamation  that  will  result  in  the  general  fusion  of  the  Suburban  a^iglmltionwcSia 
Municipalities  in  the  Cape  Town  Municipality,  it  appears  desirable  to  byCapeTown^10" 
enquire  whether  a  “Unified  Municipality”  from  Sea  Point  to  Wynberg 

would  not  in  actual  practice  mean  the  absorption  of  the  Southern  Suburban 
Municipalities  into  the  Cape  Town  Municipality. 

15.  It  will,  of  course,  be  contended  by  its  advocates  that  in  such  a  thCeape  aTmi^ant 
unified  Municipality  the  Cape  Town  Municipality,  qua  Cape  Town,  will  partner- 
disappear  equally  as  the  smaller  Suburban  Municipalities  will  be  abolished.  On 

paper  this  may  appear  to  be  the  result  to  be  expected,  but  in  actual  practice 
Cape  Town  must  be  and  will  remain  the  dominant  partner.  And,  indeed,  the 
ratepayers  of  the  City  would  hardly  be  likely  to  consent  to  anything  else. 

Certainly,  if  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Councillor  Ball  may  be  accepted  as  repre-  Evidenee  of  Mr 
sentingthe  views  of  the  Cape  Town  Council,  that  body  is  not  likely  to  concur  councillor  Bail, 
in  any  such  effacement.  Thus  we  have  in  Question  12255  : — 

“  With  regard  to  what  you  speak  of  as  an  amalgamation,  Mr.  Ball, 

“  do  you  mean,  really,  an  amalgamation  of  the  Suburban  Municipalities 
“  with  the  Cape  Town  Municipality,  or  do  you  mean  the  constitution 
“  of  a  reorganised  body  for  the  whole  local  area  of  the  Peninsula  ?  ” 

“  I  mean  amalgamation  with  the  Cape  Town  Council.” 

12256. — “You  mean  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  to  remain, 

“  practically  as  it  is,  with  such  additional  powers  given  to  it  as  would 
“  enable  it  to  absorb  all  the  others  ?” 

“  Oh,  yes,  with  additional  members  and  additional  powers.”  (*) 

16.  That  amalgamation  with  Cape  Town  must  in  effect  mean  absorption 

by  Cape  Town  is  borne  out  by  a  comparison  between  Cape  Town  and  the  absorption! 
Suburban  Municipalities.  Taking  the  united  populations  of  Cape  Town,  Sea 
Point,  Woodstock,  Maitland,  Mowbray,  Bonclebosch,  Claremont  and  Wyn¬ 
berg,  Cape  Town  possesses  45*5  per  cent,  of  the  entire  population,  excluding  Preponder.ince  of 
from  the  Cape  Town  figures  11,371  persons  belonging,  at  the  time  of  the  1D  a11 

Census  in  July,  1902,  to  the  Military  and  Shippiug.  Again,  out  of  the  total 
rateable  value,  Cape  Town  claims  58-5  per  cent.,  and  of  the  total  ordinary 
Municipal  Bevenue  70-1  per  cent.  While  as  to  its  share  of  Municipal 
Assets,  although  these  cannot  be  easily  appraised,  there  is  no  doubt  what¬ 
ever  as  to  the  huge  preponderance  of  those  of  Cape  Town. 


(•)  See  «l1*p  replies  to  questions  12257-12370. 


Pr*ronder»n*f  o 

Cay*  To  wn  voter*. 


And  working 

majority  on  Council 
of  combined  Muni¬ 
cipality. 


a 

Also,  if  a  comparison  of  the  number  of  municipal  voters  be  made,  the 
same  predominance  of  Cape  Town  is  displayed.  Thus,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  subjoined  Table,  while  Cape  Town  possesses  according  to  the  figures 
kindly  furnished  to  me  by  the  officials  of  the  Town  House,  11,167  voters, 
the  seven  Suburban  Municipalities  have  only  an  aggregate  of  10,559.  As, 
however,  the  mini  muni  property  qualification  entitling  to  a  vote,  in  Cape 
Town  is  only  £100,  whereas  in  the  Suburban  Municipalities,  constituted 
under  the  Act  Ho.  45  of  1882,  the  minimum  qualification  is  £166  13s.  8d., 
it  is  necessary  for  comparison  to  correct  the  number  of  voters  in  the  Suburbs 
by  adding  to  it  the  number  of  persons  who  would  be  entitled  to  a  vote,  were 
the  property  qualification  reduced  to  the  Cape  Town  limit.  These  are  found 
to  number  1,667,  which  would,  for  purposes  of  the  comparison,  bring  the 
number  of  voters  in  the  Suburbs  up  to  12,226.  But  even  on  these  figures 
Cape  Town  would  possess  47’ 7  per  cent,  of  the  entire  voting  power  of  the 
combined  area. 


IV. — Table  shewing  the  number  of  Registered  Voters  in  Cape  Town  and  the 

Peninsula  Municipalities. 


Name  of 

Municipality. 

Owner*. 

Occupiers. 

Total  on 
Voters’  Roll. 

Number  of  Properties 
which  would  entitle  the 
Owner  or  Occupier  to  vote 
if  the  qualification  were 
reduced  to  a  minimum 
of  £100. 

Cape  Town 

•  • 

•  . 

11,167 

•  • 

Sea  Point 

269 

799 

1,383 

158 

Maitland 

54 

245 

411 

142 

Woodstock 

231 

2,967 

4,157 

80 

Mowbray 

270 

471 

1,056 

24 

Rondebosch  . . 

88 

383 

782 

226 

Claremont 

234 

853 

1,623 

530 

Wynberg 

249 

677 

1,147 

507 

Total  .. 

1,395 

6,395 

10,559 

1,667 

Grand  Total 

21,726 

Cape  Town. — District  1 

. .  1,295 

2 

..  1,134 

3 

..  1,022 

4 

..  2,679 

)) 

5 

..  1,217 

V 

6 

. .  3,820 

Total  . .  11,167. 

Note. — The  minimum  property  qualification  entitling  to  vote  i8>  under  the  Cape  Town  Municipal  Act, 
property  of  the  value  of  £100.  Under  the  Municipal  Act  of  1882,  property  of  the  annual  value  of  £10,  the 
capital  value  of  which  is  calculated  on  a  6  per  cent,  basis,  and,  therefore,  equals  £166  13s.  4d. 

It  would  result,  therefore,  that  if  Cape  Town  is  to  receive  the  represen¬ 
tation  on  the  Council  of  the  Combined  Municipality  to  which  she  would  be 
justly  entitled,  she  would  have  for  all  practical  purposes  a  working  majority 
in  the  Council.  And  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  in  the  above  comparison 
Green  and  Sea  Point  on  the  one  side  has  been  lumped  with  the  Southern 
Suburbs  on  the  other,  with  which  she  has  few  or  no  municipal  interests  in 
common. 
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17.  Coupled  with  this  predominance  on  the  Council,  Cape  Town  would  cap^ToTn^^uw 
he  the  centre  of  the  municipal  administration ;  its  Town  Hall  the  seat  of  the  rule- 
Council  to  which  the  Suburban  representatives  would  have  to  come ;  its 
existing  institutions  would  be  continued  ;  its  existing  administrative  machinery 
would  be  extended  to,  and  its  municipal  staff  would  exercise  its  functions 
over  and  throughout  the  areas  of  the  Surburban  Municipalities,  regulating 
its  work  by  the  traditions,  precedents  and  rules  now  observed  by  it  in  Cape 
Town.  Also,  the  very  name  of  Cape  Town  would,  I  presume,  be  continued 
in  the  title  of  the  new  Municipality ;  for  I  cannot  conceive  that  this  historic 
name,  known  throughout  the  World  as  the  Capital  of  the  Colony  and  carrying 
with  it  an  established  reputation,  could  wisely  be  discarded,  even  if  the  popular 
sentiment  of  the  Colony  permitted  of  it. 


18.  If  these  objections  to  an  amalgamation  with  Cape  Town  are  to  be  public 

over- ruled,  it  should  be  necessary  to  shew  that  some  decided  benefit  would 
result  therefrom,  either  to  Cape  Town  or  to  the  Southern  Suburban  Munici-  with  CaPe  Town- 
palities.  Yet  from  the  proposed  amalgamated  Municipality  it  is  difficult  to 
see  what  advantage  caD  accrue  either  to  Cape  Town  on  the  one  hand  or  to 
the  Southern  Suburban  Municipalities  on  the  other.  As  far  as  Cape  Town 
is  concerned,  the  evidence  tendered  to  your  Commissioners  has  been 
practically  unanimous,  that  Cape  Town  would  and  could  receive  no  benefit 
whatever,  while  as  to  any  benefits  to  be  gained  by  the  Southern  Suburban 
Municipalities,  no  advantages  appear  to  me  to  have  been  suggested  which 
could  not  better  be  obtained  by  a  combination  into  a  strong  Suburban 
Corporation. 


19.  It  is  true  that  several  hypothetical  advantages  have  been  claimed  for  cla™*ed 
the  amalgamation,  but,  in  my  opinion,  without  sufficient  grounds.  Thus,  it 
is  hoped  that  greater  economy  would  result,  but  there  is  nothing  to  support 
this  hope.  Again,  increased  efficiency  is  expected,  but  as  will  be  shewn 
later  the  reverse  of  this  would  more  likely  follow.  One  witness,  in  evidence, 
stated  that  it  would  enable  the  Suburban  Municipalities  to  profit  by  the 
advice  of  Cape  Town.  But  perhaps  the  advantage  most  often  claimed  for  it, 
is  that,  by  union  with  Cape  Town,  the  credit  of  the  Suburban  Municipalities 
will  be  so  improved  that  it  will  be  possible  to  borrow  the  money  needed  for 
carrying  out  the  large  public  works  which  they  require,  on  more  advan¬ 
tageous  terms  than  if  the  Southern  Municipalities  stood  by  themselves.  I 
am,  however,  inclined  to  doubt  the  truth  of  this  view.  I  think  that  a  properly 
constituted,  amalgamated  Suburban  Municipality  will  not  be  long  before  its 
credit  will  quite  equal  that  of  Cape  Town.  But  even  should  this 
not  immediately  prove  to  be  the  case,  the  difference  in  the  annual  charge 
upon  the  Loan  Account  of  such  a  Suburban  Municipality  would  be  small 
compared  with  its  resources,  and,  therefore,  the  argument  founded  on  it  may, 

I  think,  be  neglected. 


20.  If,  however,  there  appear  to  be  no  adequate  advantages  to  be  derived  ^^rawbft*k*iin' 
on  either  side  from  an  amalgamation  with  Cape  Town,  there  are.  in  my 

opinion,  several  very  important  and  decided  drawbacks.  The  chief  grounds 
for  this  opinion  may  be  dealt  with  under  three  heads,  namely,  the  Magnitude1 
of  the  area  and  its  un wieldly  character,  the  Great  difference  and  divergence 
in  the  Suburban  and  City  Municipal  activities  and  interests,  and  the  Com¬ 
plexity  of  the  financial  and  other  adjustments  rendered  imperative  under  the 
proposal  of  one  unified  Municipality. 

21.  In  my  opinion,  one  of  the  gravest  of  the  difficulties  of  such  an  •iie  of  the 

amalgamation  is  the  large  and  unwieldy  area  that  would  result.  This  difficulty  ‘010egir*“td0r#gC0n®‘ 
was  indicated  in  evidence  (Questions  1661  and  7996).  »dmmutr»tion.  ‘ 

It  is  clear  that  combination,  however  sound  in  principle,  can  only  be 
successful  up  to  a  certain  point,  otherwise  government  by  Central  Authority 

[G.  21—1902.]  c 
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would  always  be  best  and  Local  Self-government  would  have  no  justification. 
In  the  proposed  amalgamation  that  point  would  be  passed,  and  the  physical 
and  administrative  difficulties  would  be  such  that  efficiency  and  economy 
must  suffer. 


Comparison  with 
MuDiaipAlitit*  id 
>  ugUod 


Australia. 


22.  I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  in  England  a  decided  opinion  is 
gaining  ground  that  very  large  Local  Bodies  are  in  many  respects  not  so 
satisfactory  as  was  at  first  imagined  to  be  the  case,  yet  if  we  compare  the 
area  of  the  proposed  Municipality  with  that  of  some  of  the  largest  and  best 
known  Municipalities  in  England,  it  will  be  at  once  seen  that  the  area  of  the 
proposed  Municipality,  amounting  as  it  would  to  21,726  acres,  is  larger  than 
any  of  these,  and,  in  most  cases,  exceeds  them  by  some  three  or  four  times; 
and  in  instituting  this  comparison  the  infinitely  greater  difficulties  of 
administration  that  have  to  be  contended  with  in  this  Colony  must  not  be 
overlooked.  I  subjoin  a  Table,  giving  some  particulars  of  the  size  of  other 
well-known  Municipalities,  from  which  will  be  observed  how  great  is  the 
excess.  It  will  be  noted  that  only  in  the  case  of  Leeds,  with  an  area  of  21,572 
acres,  and  Sheffield  of  19,651  acres,  do  we  find  anything  approaching  the  area 
of  the  proposed  Municipality.  It  will  be  seen  that  Birmingham  has  an 
acreage  of  only  12,705  ;  Liverpool,  13,236  ;  Glasgow,  12,311,  and  Manchester, 
12,911,  and  after  these  have  been  mentioned  practically  all  of  the  more 
important  English  Municipalities  do  not  average  more  than  four  to  six 
thousand  acres,  many  of  them  being  considerably  less.  In  London,  the  bulk 
of  the  Municipal  work  is  carried  on  by  even  much  smaller  Local  Bodies,  such,  for 
example,  as  Battersea,  2,169  acres ;  Bermondsey,  627  acres  ;  Hampstead,  2,248 
acres;  Hornsey,  2,809  acres;  Kensington,  2, 188  acres;  Poplar,  2,333  acres  ; 
Rotherhithe,  754  acres;  Shoreditch,  648  acres;  Westminster,  813  acres; 
Whitechapel,  357  acres,  and  Woolwich,  1,126  acres. 

Also  in  Australia,  the  two  largest  Municipalities,  those  of  Sydney  and 
Melbourne,  have  areas  of  only  2,880  acres  and  6,000  acres  respectfully. 


i J 
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V.  Table  shewing  the  areas  of  some  of  the  larger  and  best  known  Munici¬ 
palities  in  England  and  Australia ,  compiled  from  the  best  available 
sources. 


Town. 

|  Acreage. 

Population. 

Leeds 

21,572 

402,449 

Sheffield 

19,651 

347,278 

Liverpool  ... 

13,236 

644,129 

Manchester 

12,911 

534,300 

Birmingham 

12,705 

501,241 

Glasgow 

12,311 

715,579 

Huddersfield 

11,852 

100,500 

Bristol 

11,417 

318,042 

Hull 

11,256 

225,054 

Cardiff 

8,408 

160,690 

Blackburn  ... 

6,974 

130,000 

Edinburgh  ... 

6,166 

292,364 

Newcastle  ... 

5,371 

212,223 

Southampton 

5,295 

160,000 

Salford 

5,175 

.  210,800 

Oldham 

4,730 

116,000 

Birkenhead... 

3,849 

110,631 

Dublin 

3,808 

245,000 

York 

3,692 

72,083 

Blackpool  ... 

3,496 

40,-100,000 

Brighton  ...  ... 

12,620 

120,500 

Bolton 

2,361 

121,433 

London  Local  Authorities. 

Hornsey  ... 

2,809 

Poplar 

2,333 

Hampstead  .  . 

2,248 

Kensington 

2,188 

Battersea  ...  | 

2,169 

Woolwich 

1,126 

Westminster 

813 

Kotherhithe 

754 

Shoreditch 

648 

Bermondsev 

627 

Whitechapel 

357 

Melbourne,  Victoria. — 6,000  acres,  population  68,853. 

Sydney,  New  South  Wales. — 2,880  acres. 

23.  It  is  possible  that  the  case  of  the  Municipality  of  Johannesburg  M£t^aut™fwi£ 
may  be  cited  as  an  exception  to  this  rule,  its  jurisdiction  having  recently 
been  greatly  extended  by  the  inclusion  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Mining  area, 
so  as  to  cover  some  50,000  acres.  No  comparison,  however,  can  justly  be 
made  between  Johannesburg  and  the  Peninsula,  the  circumstances  being 
totally  different  in  the  two  cases.  It  is  unnecessary  here  to  enter  into  a  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  special  and  peculiar  conditions  surrounding  Johannesburg  that 
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have  led  to  this  extension  of  boundaries,  but  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the 
maiu  object  of  the  inclusion  of  this  large  area,  none  of  which  has  already 
been  municipalised  and  the  bulk  of  which  is  in  no  sense  Urban  in  character, 
is  to  bring  under  some  controlling  authority  the  sanitation  of  the  Mines  and 
their  Compounds.  Moreover,  a  fact  of  the  greatest  importance  is,  that  prac¬ 
tically  the  whole  area  is  contained  within  a  five-mile  radius  from  the  centre 
of  the  Municipality,  none  of  it  being  beyond  six  and  a  half  miles. 

rnot  24.  The  magnitude  of  the  area  of  the  proposed  Municipality  would  be 
;  sufficiently  serious  if  its  extent  were  finite,  but  far  from  this  being  so  it  will 

tc  be  tv^n  necessary  to  include,  almost  immediately,  several  adjoining  areas  which 
urgently  require  to  be  brought  under  Municipal  control.  Some  of  these  areas 
already  carry  considerable  populations.  They  will,  of  necessity,  lie  at  the 
extreme  limits  of  the  new  Municipality,  and,  having  commenced  their  growth 
without  any  sanitary  control,  will,  for  some  time  to  come,  require  close  local 
attention  in  order  to  remedy  defects  and  bring  their  areas  under  proper 
organisation,  an  attention  which  it  will  obviously  be  difficult  for  the  distant 
administration  in  Cape  Town  to  exercise. 

wen  l.ondon."  Thus,  for  example,  adjoining  Eondebosch  aud  Claremont,  there  is  a 
large  area  including  the  two  localities  known  as  “West  London”  or 
“  Eondebosch  Extension  ”  and  “Kromboom’s  Estate,”  and  covering  some 
2,000  or  more  acres,  and  carrying  a  population  of  between  three  and 
four  thousand  persons.  Steps  are  already  at  the  present  time  being 
taken  by  the  Government  for  the  inclusion  of  this  area  within  the 
Municipal  boundaries  of  Eondebosch  and  Claremont.  Again,  there  are 
considerable  areas  about  to  be  brought  within  the  limits  of  the  Munici- 
c&mps  Bar.  pality  of  Maitland,  chief  of  which  is  the  locality  known  as  Yzerplaats, 
where  a  considerable  population  has  collected.  Also  the  inclusion  of  Camps 
Bay  will  bring  with  it  another  additional  area  of  2,000  acres;  while  in  the 
direction  beyond  Wynberg,  namely,  at  Diep  Eiver  and  Constantia,  other 
considerable  areas  will  before  long  be  comiug  under  Municipal  control,  so 
that  even  at  the  present  moment  there  are  in  sight  additions  of  between  five 
and  six  thousand  acres  to  the  already  excessive  extent  of  the  area  which 
would  form  the  proposed  Municipality. 

Not  only  th»  atre-  25.  It  is,  however,  not  alone  the  mere  question  of  acreage  that  must  be 
*ftent “of ‘the  **pro-  considered,  but  also  the  range  and  shape  of  the  area  must  be  borne  in  mind  ; 
t«  b«  considered.  and  if  this  be  done,  the  utter  impracticability  will  at  once  be  recognised,  of 
any  attempt  to  efficiently  administer  from  Cape  Town  an  area  which  already 
extends  for  fourteen  miles,  from  the  limits  of  Sea  Point  to  those  of  Wynberg. 
Such  an  extensive  jurisdiction  would  be  sufficiently  difficult  with  the  seat  of 
administration  placed  at  its  centre,  but,  situated  as  is  proposed  in  the 
projected  Municipality,  in  Cape  Town,  a  distance  of  at  least  ten  miles  from 
confines  of  Wynberg,  efficient  administration  would  become  doubly  impossible. 

Difficulty  owing  to  26.  Quite  as  important  as  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  extensiveness 
tfunicip&l  activities  of  the  area,  are  the  difficulties  dependent  upon  the  great  divergence  in  the 
1  ttowo'9  »nd  principal  municipal  activities  and  interests  of  Cape  Town,  as  compared  with 
.tom  fs.iburOB.  tk0Se  Southern  Suburban  Municipalities.  In  Cape  Town,  the  problems 

to  be  solved  and  the  matters  demanding  chief  consideration  and  large 
expenditure,  are  those  pertaining  to  a  City  that  has  already  travelled  far  on 
the  road  towards  municipal  completeness.  Furthermore,  it  possesses  the 
fundamental  characteristic  that  much  of  its  area  is  devoted  to  industrial, 
commercial  and  harbour  undertakings,  entailing  special  municipal  activities. 
It  thus  happens  that  the  administration  of  the  City  is  fully  occupied  with 
matters  of  the  utmost  importance  and  involving  the  expenditure  of  large 
sums  of  money,  but  which  are  of  no  immediate  municipal  concern  to  the 
Southern  Suburban  Municipalities,  nor  are  likely  to  become  so  for  very  long 
to  com®,  if  ever.  Such,  for  example,  as  the  improvement  and  paving  <}f 


IS 


streets  and  their  adaptation  to  heavy  traffic,  the  betterment  of  congested 
areas,  the  widening  and  reconstruction  of  existing  thoroughfares,  the 
construction  of  marine  works,  and  the  construction  of  an  underground 
system  of  Stormwater  Drainage.* 

27.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Southern  Suburban  Municipalities,  with  the 
exception  of  a  portion  of  Woodstock,  mainly  comprise  residential  and  sparsely  southern  subuX" 
populated  areas,  and  their  requirements  are  those  of  communities  young  as 

yet  in  urban  development.  For  some  time  to  come  their  concern  will  be 
with  the  laying  out  of  new  roads  and  the  curbing  and  guttering  of  others, 
with  the  improvement  of  public  lighting,  with  the  provision  of  tire  brigades, 
public  markets,  wash-houses  and  isolation  hospital  accommodation,  and  with 
a  number  of  other  municipal  undertakings  that  Cape  Town  has  already  got 
and  paid  for.  But  the  most  important  of  all  matters,  except  that  of  an 
increased  water  supply,  that  must  occupy  the  immediate  attention  of  the 
Southern  Suburban  Municipalities,  is  a  proper  water-carriage  system  or 
sewerage.  Yet  this,  which  is  of  such  vital  concern  to  them,  is  of  no  direct 
interest  to  Cape  Town,  and  can  never  become  so,  as  Cape  Town  has  already 
completed  its  own  sewerage  system,  which  it  is  stated  in  expert  evidence  is 
only  designed  to  meet  the  present  and  future  needs  of  Cape  Town  itself,  and 
cannot  be  made  to  serve  those  of  the  southern  suburbs.  (Mr.  H.  P.  B. 
liigby,  Questions  9243-9250,  also  Mr.  James  Wyllie,  14049-14050.) 

28.  In  one  matter  only,  that  of  an  increased  supply  of  water,  are  the  Augmentation  of 
interests  of  Cape  Town  and  the  Suburban  Municipalities  identical,  and  yet  "0mmo™mte7reBtnJ.f 
it  is  in  this  very  matter,  as  will  presently  be  more  particularly  shown,  that  suburb^0"0  an,, 
effective  combination  is  only  to  be  expected  so  long  as  it  is  confined  to  the 

carrying  out  of  a  scheme  for  merely  bringing  the  water  into  the  Peninsula. 

29.  With  such  widely  different  municipal  interests  and  needs  as  these,  withmacfP«mToX 
it  is  difficult  to  see  in  what  way  a  union  such  as  that  proposed  is  going  to  cap^Tow^no^thl 
benefit  either  side  ;  how  the  work  of  Cape  Town  can  be  in  any  way  assisted  Mnu^"uti>sUrban 
by  bringing  to  its  Council  representatives  from  Woodstock  to  Wynberg,  or 

how  the  work  from  the  Southern  Suburban  Municipalities  will  be  in  any 
respect  better  carried  on  in  Cape  Town  by  an  administration  that  has  already 
got  its  hands  full  with  affairs  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  City. 

On  this  matter  I  cannot  do  better  than  quote  the  words  of  the  Honour-  wVlpwsoi£e£eiH',n 
able  W.  P.  Schreiner,  given  in  evidence  to  your  Commissioners:  — 

“  I  cannot  conceive,”  he  says,  “  that  the  busy  Councillors  of  the 
“  Corporation  of  Cape  Town  would  be  able  to  take  very  much  practical 
“  interest  in  working  through  a  drainage  scheme  for  that  large  area 
“  outside  Cape  Town  itself,  seeing  that  it  would  be  a  wholly  different 
“  scheme,  or  at  any  rate  nearly  entirely  unconnected  with  the  system  now 
“  working  in  Cape  Town.  How  are  you  going  to  work  out  sewerage  and 
“  drainage  for  the  Suburbs  via  the  Cape  Town  Corporation  ?  Cape  Town 
“  has  dealt  with  this  problem  certainly  with  very  great  zeal,  particularly 
“  in  later  years,  but  I  do  not  see  that  by  reason  of  that,  the  Suburban 
“  System  would  be  more  likely  to  be  more  successful  by  the  District  being 
“  included  in  the  Cape  Town  Municipality.  I  do  not  see  that  the  Cape 
“Town  scheme  involves  any  information  or  facilities  in  relation  to 
“  Suburban  sewerage  and  drainage  that  you  want  somebody  from  the 
“  Cape  Town  Corporation  to  deal  with  it.”  (Question  12,  788). 

31.  Equally  emphatic  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Councillor  Ball,  who  gave  or  Mr.  councillor 
evidence  on  behalf  of  the  Cape  Town  Council  before  the  Commission.  He 
says,  in  reply  to  Question  12262  : 


*  Some  idea  of  the  extent  of  future  expenditure  ou  those  matters  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  the 
underground  Stormwater  Drainage  will  cost  close  upon  halt'-a-million  ;  that  a  first  portion  of  the  proposed 
betterment  scheme  for  improving  the  approach  and  widening  of  St  John’s  Street,  will  entail  an  expenditure 
of  over  £65,000. 
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“  I  think  that  unless  you  can  shew  very  good  grounds  why  Cape 
“Town  should  be  altered  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  do  so.  Has  it  not 
“  done  its  work  well  ?  And  has  it  not  been  competent  to  do  it  well? 
“What  is  the  City  to  gain  from  amalgamation?  I  say  we  have 
“  nothing  to  gain,  and  we  are  merely  looking  at  the  general  benefit  which 
“  would  accrue  to  the  whole  Peninsula.” 

(Question  12263).  “You  consider  that  Cape  Town  would  not 
“benefit  by  amalgamation?”  Answer.  “Hot  in  any  way.” 

Question  12264.  “And  that  you  are  really  sacrificing  yourselves 
“  for  the  good  of  the  Peninsula  generally?”  Answer.  “That  is  my 
“  candid  opinion.” 

And  the  evidence  of  Mr.  George  Smart,  late  Mayor,  and  other  witnesses  is  to 
the  same  effect. 


-((oT.ntPoTcapc  32.  Although  the  municipal  interests  are  so  divergent,  much  stress  has 
iTenwodmmUonUic!  been  laid  on  the  view  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Suburbs,  many  of  whom  are 
the  aty  workers  in  the  City,  have  a  common  interest,  indeed,  their  chief  municipal 
interest,  in  Cape  Town,  and  therefore  should  aid  in  the  management  and 
share  in  the  responsibility  of  City  affairs.  But  to  this  it  may  be  pointed  out 
that  at  present,  under  existing  conditions,  the  fact  of  non-residence  in  the 
City  does  not  disqualify  a  person  from  being  a  Municipal  Elector  therein, 
reudentP'Tn  the uor  even  preclude  his  becoming  a  Councillor  and  attaining  the  Mayoral 
mtheotymfir  TOte  Chair,  provided  he  possesses  in  the  City  the  legal  property  qualification  ;  and 
it  is,  therefore,  difficult  to  understand  why  a  person,  if  he  do  not  possess  that 
qualification,  should,  merely  because  he  lives  in  the  Suburbs,  be  called  in  to 
aid  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  City. 

The  resident  in  33.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  person  resident  in  the  Suburbs  and  working 

''tibrn bs  working  in  7  h  o 

imto^nd'diffdeSt 111  the  City  does  not  have  a  “  common  interest  ”  in  both,  but  has  a  separate  and 
inter#*4. ■<  different  interest  in  each,  and  so  far  from  the  proposed  Municipality  in  the 

aggregate  increasing  the  means  of  protecting  these  dual  interests,  or  widen¬ 
ing  in  a  just  manner  the  direct  control  in  Cape  Town  affairs,  it  should  have 
the  contrary  effect ;  for,  whereas  at  present  those  City  Electors  who  live  in 
the  Suburbs  are  able  to  exercise  their  Yote,  both  in  the  City  and  in  the 
Municipality  in  which  they  reside,  thus  protecting  their  separate  and  different 
interests  in  both  places,  they  would,  under  the  proposed  Municipality,  and  on 
tffe  principle  of  “  one  man  one  vote  in  one  Ward,”  be  limited  to  direct 
rAm7ePrSr?nThe  representation  in  one  only  of  these  places,  that  is,  either  in  Cape 
Town  or  at  his  place  of  residence,  as  he  will  have  to  select.  The  extent 
r?1ramyurban  Mu'  to  which  this  limitation  may  be  expected  to  operate  is  indicated  by 
an  examination  of  the  Municipal  Voters  Roll  of  Cape  Town,  from  which  it 
may  be  gathered  that  several  thousand  of  the  City  voters  in  the  more  purely 
business  districts  of  the  City  would  have  to  make  this  selection.  * 


rreation  nf  oui  34.  Quite  apart,  however,  from  the  question  of  the  effect  of  the 
*^'.mri'Joict«rd  dissimilarity  and  divergence  of  municipal  interests  and  activities  on  amal- 
corpOTa-  gamation,  it  may  well  be  asked  whether  the  creation  of  a  solitary,  colossal  and 
all-powerful  Municipal  Corporation,  untrammelled  in  its  action  by  any  of  the 
restraining  influences  furnished  in  England  by  Government  control,  by 
overlapping  Authorities  and  by  the  co-existence  of  many  similar  Municipal 
Corporations,  is  likely  at  all  times  to  best  serve  the  interests  of  the  Com - 


•  A  ccr.rding  to  '.he  figures  kindly  furnished  to  me  by  the 
Voters  in  each  District  of  the  City  is  as  follows 


Town  House,  the  number  of  Municipal 


District  No.  1 

..  1,296 

Do. 

2 

1,134 

Do 

„  3 

..  1,022 

Do. 

„  4 

..  2,679 

Do. 

»  5 

f  , 

..  1,217 

Do. 

6 

..  3,820 

Total 

•  • 

.  , 

#  , 

a  . 

..  11,167 

munity  ;  whether  the  existence  side  by  side  in  the  Peninsula  of  two 
progressive  Corporations  would  not  in  itself  be  of  considerable  advantage  by 
affording  in  a  wholesome  degree,  criticism,  rivalry  and  restraint.  *  * 

35.  Another  strong  objection  to  an  amalgamation  that  includes  Cape  Town  Cape  Town  a  .d 

is  the  difficulty  of  equalising  differences  which  it  introduces  and  the  com-  that  complex  finin- 
plexity  of  the  financial  adjustments  that  it  necessitates.  ju»tments  rendered 

As  has  already  been  indicated,  and  will  presently  be  more  clearly 9s"y 
shewn,  the  Southern  Suburban  Municipalities  of  Woodstock,  Mowbray, 

Rondebosch,  Claremont  and  Wynberg,  are  practically  all  on  an  equal 
municipal  footing,  so  that  were  they  amalgamated  they  would  come  together 
as  equal  partners,  and  small  differences  that  may  exist  would  be 
capable  of  being  either  ignored  or  set  off  against  one  another,  no 
financial  adjustments  being  therefore  necessary.  Not  so,  however,  with  Cape 
Town,  which  in  all  municipal  matters  is  so  widely  different  from  all  of  these 
Municipalities,  taken  separately  or  collectively,  that  its  inclusion  in  any 
scheme  of  amalgamation  at  once  introduces  in  a  high  degree  the  element  of 
inequality  and  renders  necessary  the  adoption  of  undesirable  financial  and 
other  adjustments  and  safeguards,  and  their  application  to  all  members  of  the 
union  alike. 

36.  It  is  impossible  here  to  enter  in  detail  into  all  of  the  difficulties  Somesfihese  ad- 
involved  in  these  adjustments,  but  some  of  them  may  be  briefly  indicated,  justra,‘nt8 lnillCHt,'J 

37.  In  the  first  place,  it  becomes  necessary  to  provide  for  the  valuation  The  valuation  of 
of  the  assets  and  the  determination  of  the  liabilities  at  the  time  of  union  of  SSIjgamation”19  °f 
each  of  the  uniting  Municipalities.  This  is  a  matter  fraught  with  very  great 
difficulties,  and  in  view  of  the  immense  disproportion  of  the  assets  of  Cape 

Town  as  compared  with  those  of  the  Suburban  Municipalities,  any  element  of 
unfairness  in  the  valuation  becomes  of  material  importance. 

As  my  colleagues  have  gone  into  it  very  fully  in  their  Report,  and  as 
their  recommendations,  which,  although  the  best  possible  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  very  clearly  demonstrate  the  difficulties  that  beset  the  subject,  I  trust 
that  in  no  spirit  of  criticism  I  may  be  allowed  to  discuss  their  suggestions. 

It  is  recommended  that  a  Board  of  Valuers  be  appointed  to  make  the 
valuation  of  assets ;  certain  lines  upon  which  it  should  be  made  being  laid  how  proposed  to 
down.  The  assets  to  be  valued  by  the  Board  are  :  Cash  balances,  unspent be  Vftluei1 
balances  of  loaus,  outstanding  rates,  plant,  mules.  Town  Hall,  stables  or  other 
buildings,  lands  and  municipal  undertakings,  excluding  water.  With  regard 
to  lands,  those  originally  bought  by  the  expiring  Municipality  are  to  have 
their  present  value  determined  by  the  Board,  but  those  which  Vere  originally 
granted  by  the  Government  for  municipal  purposes,  and  still  unsold,  are  to 
have  valued  only  the  improvements  made  thereon  by  the  expiring  Muni¬ 
cipality. 

It  is  difficult,  however,  to  see  on  what  basis  that  will  be  fair  to  both 
sides  the  value  of  many  valuable  assets  is  to  be  obtained,  such,  for  example, 
as  land,  buildings,  works  or  other  property  of  considerable  market  value,  but  oid^SV^i^oi 
in  the  use  to  which  they  are  put  at  the  time,  only  of  municipal  value  to  the  v“luatioD 
Municipality  to  which  they,  at  the  time  of  valuation,  belong.  The  satisfactory 
valuation  of  such  assets  is  rendered  still  more  difficult  if  they  be  of  non¬ 
productive  or  only  partially  productive  character. 

38.  The  difficulty  of  dealing  with  this  matter  is  especially  exemplified 
in  the  valuation  of  the  Waterworks  assets  of  the  several  Municipalities  form¬ 
ing  the  proposed  amalgamated  Municipality  from  Sea  Point  to  Wynberg.  wlttrworiVa.^t9* 
It  was  indicated  iu  the  unanimous  evidence  of  witnesses  that  it  should  be  a 


*  *  It  must  be  recollected  that  as  Councillors  only  retire  each  year  by  thirds,  the  ratepayers  never 
have  an  opportunity  of  influencing  the  policy  of  the  Council  by  electing  an  entirely  new  Council. 


Unfft'roesa  of  the 
proposal. 


Difficulty'  of  mak¬ 
ing  equitable  finan¬ 
cial  adjustment  after 
valuation  of  assets. 
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sine  qua  non  that  eaoh  Municipality  should  retain  its  own  Water  assets,  and 
in  the  ease  of  Cape  Town  particularly  this  point  was  insisted  upon,  it  being 
asserted  that  no  interference  with  its  Waterworks  would  for  a  moment  he 
tolerated.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  stroug  feeling,  which  although  more 
apparent  in  connection  with  Water  assets,  owing  to  the  acute  stage  which  the 
Water  question  of  the  Peninsula  has  reached,  will  make  itself  felt  in 
regard  to  all  other  Municipal  assets.  It  is  therefore,  necessary  to 
allude  to  the  recommendations  that,  in  view  of  this  feeling,  have  been  made 
by  my  colleagues  for  dealing  with  these  water  assets  in  the  proposed  amal¬ 
gamated  Municipality.  Briefly,  they  are  as  follows :  The  amalgamated  Muni¬ 
cipality  is  to  take  over  all  the  waterworks  undertakings  of  each  of  the  consti¬ 
tuent  Municipalities,  but  each  of  these  undertakings  is  to  be  worked, — until 
such  time  as  an  ample  additional  supply  for  all  needs  of  the  Peninsula  has  been 
obtained — for  the  benefit  of  the  District  formed  by  the  expiring  Municipality 
to  which  the  undertaking  belonged  at  the  time  of  amalgamation.  And  until 
this  ample  supply  has  been  obtained,  no  valuation  of  the  different  water 
assets  is  to  be  made.  When  obtained,  however,  the  cost  of  all  the  present 
water  schemes,  even  though  some  of  them  may  ultimately  prove  to  be 
non-productive  are  to  form  part  of  the  Capital  Expenditure  on  the  General 
Water  Account  of  the  Amalgamated  Municipality,  the  District  formed  by 
each  constituent  Municipality  then  receiving  a  refund  from  the  Water 
Account  of  the  amount  of  the  original  cost  of  such  works,  less  any  outstanding 
debt  in  connection  therewith,  the  liability  for  which  having  already  been  taken 
over  by  the  Water  Account  of  the  Amalgamated  Municipality.  In  other 
words,  each  Municipal  District  is,  while  water  is  scarce,  to  be  allowed  to 
retain  for  its  own  use  the  water  they  have  at  the  time  of  the  amalgamation, 
those  having  sufficient  retaining  their  abundance,  those  having  insufficient 
continuing  with  their  dearth;  but  as  soon  as  the  new  supply  from  outside 
sources  is  obtained,  and  existing  supplies  become  of  comparatively  small 
moment,  then  all  existing  supplies  are  to  be  u  pooled,”  and  the  original 
cost  of  each  of  the  works  is  to  be  borne  equally  by  the  whole  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  amalgamated  Municipality.  But  if  this  arrangement 
be  acted  upon,  a  District,  such  as  Claremont,  which  will  have  been  suffering 
severely  from  want  of  water,  while  Cape  Town  has  been  having  a  sufficiency, 
will  hardly  be  inclined  to  accept  its  share  of  the  million  or  more  which  will 
represent  the  cost  of  the  Cape  Town  Waterworks,  from  which  it  did  not,  when 
the  need  existed,  receive  any  advantage,  and  from  which  it  is  never  likely  to 
benefit  in  any  important  degree  after  an  adequate  supply  has  been  brought 
to  the  Peninsula. 

39.  Apart,  however,  from  the  difficulties  of  arriving  at  an  equitable 
valuation  of  the  Municipal  assets  taken  over  by  the  proposed  Amalgamated 
Municipality,  there  is  the  almost  greater  difficulty  of  making  an  equitable 
financial  adjustment  when  a  satisfactory  value  has  been  arrived  at.  It  has 
been  recommended  that  the  value  of  the  assets  of  the  expiring  Municipality 
should  be  set  against  its  liabilities  and  outstanding  loans  taken  over  by  the  pro¬ 
posed  Amalgamated  Municipality,  and  that  in  the  event  of  such  assets  exceed¬ 
ing  such  liabilities,  the  balance  of  this  value  is  to  remain  as  a  Betterment 
Fund  for  use  in  the  District  of  the  expired  Municipality  when  required. 
While,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  liabilities  and  outstanding  Loans  exceed  the 
value  of  the  assets  taken  over  by  the  proposed  Municipality,  then  the  excess 
will  remain  as  a  special  charge  upon  the  rates  of  the  District  concerned.  It 
might  thus  well  happen,  indeed,  it  must  happen  if  its  finances  are  in  the 
sound  condition  that  I  believe  to  be  the  case,  that  Cape  Town,  after  having 
had  its  assets  valued  and  its  liabilities  deducted  therefrom,  will  stand  free  of 
local  liability  and  with  a  very  large  credit  to  its  account  in  the 
books  of  the  proposed  Municipality,  while  at  the  same  time  its 
inhabitants  will  remain  in  enjoyment,  as  before,  of  all  the  advantages 
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of  the  property  and  undertakings  so  taken  over  by  the  proposed 
Municipality,  very  few,  if  any,  of  which  property  and  undertakings, 
as  taken  over,  will  be  of  any  direct  benefit  to  the  bulk  of  the  rest  of  the 
proposed  Municipality.  Cape  Town  would  thus  be  in  an  extraordinarily 
satisfactory  position,  with  no  special  rate  to  pay  for  its  existing  Works  and  a 
large  credit  balance  on  its  side  to  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of  future  local 
rates.  Thus,  for  example,  assuming  that  there  were  an  excess  of  assets  over 
liabilities  of  a  million — not  an  unwarrantable  assumption — this,  on  a  basis  of 
4  per  cent.,  interest  and  Sinking  Fund,  would  represent  an  annual  sum  of 
£40,000  towards  the  reduction  of  local  rates. 

40.  Another  serious  drawback  entailed  by  an  amalgamated  Municipality  necessitated,  and  its 
that  includes  Cape  Town,  is  the  necessity  it  creates  for  adopting  “  Differential  drawbacta- 
Rating,”  or  the  levying  of  Ordinary  Rates  of  differing  amounts  in  the 

different  Districts  of  the  Amalgamated  Municipality.*  This  difference  in  the 
Rate  is  necessitated  by  two  sets  of  circumstances,  one  being  the  difference  in 
municipal  assets  and  liabilities  at  the  time  of  combining,  resulting  in  a  greater 
rate  being  required  to  provide  for  liabilities,  and  a  reduced  rate  being  levied 
as  a  compensation  for  valuable  assets  taken  over  by  the  Amalgamated  Munici¬ 
pality  from  the  expiring  Municipality  forming  the  Rating  District.  The  other 
set  of  circumstances  necessitating  a  difference  of  Rate  arises  out  of  the  very 
different  municipal  requirements  of  Cape  Town  and  the  Southern  Suburbs, 
calling  for  expenditure  on  works  and  services  special  to  the  different  Districts 
of  the  Amalgamated  Municipality. 

41.  Such  Differential  Rating  is  extremely  unsatisfactory,  as  the  need 
for  it  is  never  clearly  recognised  by  the  ratepayers  who  are  called  upon  to 
pay  the  higher  rate,  and  this  more  especially  when  it  is  demanded  in  respect 
of  a  liability  incurred  long  ago  by  the  expired  Municipality,  the  facts 
having  long  been  forgotten  by  the  Community. 

Moreover,  the  Differential  Rate  necessarily  implies  separate  expenditure,  tions°al  admimstra' 
separate  Accounting  and  separate  Executives  in  the  several  Districts  of  the 
Amalgamated  Municipality,  which  would  in  effect  largely  continue  a  local 
administration  in  each  District,  with  multiplication  of  offices  and  administra¬ 
tive  staffs. 


SUMMARY  OF  OBJECTIONS. 


42.  Thus  to  summarise  the  objections  to  an  Amalgamated  Municipality 
from  Sea  Point  to  Wynberg  and  including  Cape  Town  : — 


Objections  to 
amalgamation]  of 
Suburbs  with  CaDv 
Town  summarised. 


The  majority  of  the  evidence  tendered  to  the  Commission  was  against  it. 

The  area  and  magnitude  of  the  proposed  Municipality  would  be  too 
extensive  for  efficient  administration,  and  the  resulting  Municipality  would 
lack  sufficient  public  control. 


The  Southern  Suburban  Municipalities  are  in  urgent  need  of  combination 
among  themselves.  Cape  Town  is  in  need  neither  of  amalgamation  nor  re¬ 
construction. 


The  Municipal  activities  and  requirements  of  the  Southern  Suburban 
Municipalities,  while  similar  throughout  them  all,  are  quite  distinct  and 
different  from  those  of  Cape  Town. 


*  The  “  Differential  Rating  ”  here  meant  must  not  ba  confused  with  the  comparatively  simple  arrange¬ 
ment  known  as  “  Special  Assessment,”  which  is  the  charging  of  property  directly  participating  in  «ome 
definite  local  improvement  — generally  that  of  forming  new  or  improving  old  streets  or  open  spaces— with  the 
whole  or  a  pro  rata  portion  of  the  cost  of  such  improvement,  a  principle  easy  of  application  and  already  well 
known  to  Colonial  Statute  Law,  e.g.,  the  Acts  No.  4.5  of  1882  and  No.  41  of  1899. 
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The  affairs  of  Cape  Town  would  in  no  way  be  benefited  by  bringing 
to  its  Councils  representatives  of  the  Southern  Suburban  Municipalities, 
nor  would  the  needs  of  the  latter  be  met  by  amalgamation  with  Cape 
Town. 

In  any  amalgamation  with  Cape  Town  the  City  would  have  the  pre¬ 
ponderating  voice  in  the  Council,  would  furnish  the  administration,  and  be 
the  seat  of  the  Municipality. 

Owing  to  widely  different  financial  conditions  and  to  difference  in 
municipal  requirements  entailing  difference  in  expenditure,  the  amalgamation 
would  necessitate  the  introduction  of  complicated  and  unsatisfactory  financial 
adjustments. 


RECOMMENDATIONS  OE  THIS  REPORT. 

•itNi  T  Cm^nT*  43.  In  what  has  already  been  said,  the  nature  of  the  recommendations 
»iom  jf'thj- Report  I  have  to  make  have  been  more  or  less  indicated.  They  are,  in  brief,  as. 
follows :  — 

(a)  The  formation  of  a  Peninsula  Municipality  by  the  amalgamation  of 
the  Southern  Suburban  Municipalities  of  Woodstock  (subject  to 
the  undermentioned  reservation),  Mowbray,  Rondebosch,  Claremont 
and  Wynberg. 

(. b )  The  inclusion  within  Cape  Town  of  the  Municipality  of  Green  Point 
and  Sea  Point,  and  of  that  portion  of  Woodstock  known  as  District 
Number  1. 

(c)  The  carrying  out  of  one  large  Water  Augmentation  Scheme  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  to  the  Peninsula,  and  supplying  in  bulk  to  the 
Municipalities,  an  adequate  supply  of  water ;  this  work  to  be 
undertaken  either  by  a  joint  Water  Board  appointed  by  the  Cape 
Town  and  Peninsula  Municipalities,  or  by  Cape  Town  alone,  but 
in  the  latter  case  under  such  statutory  provisions  as  shall,  on  the 
one  hand,  secure  to  the  other  Municipal  bodies  of  the  Peninsula  the 
right  to  be  supplied  in  sufficient  quantity  and  at  a  fair  rate,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  shall  guarantee  to  Cape  Town  that  a  minimum 
annual  supply  will  be  paid  for  by  such  bodies. 

(<l)  Maitland  Municipality,  which  it  is  recommended  by  ray  colleagues 
should  be  included  in  the  Sea  Point  to  Wynberg  Municipality, 
should  not  be  included  in  any  present  scheme  of  amalgamation. 


Formation  of  Suburban  Peninsula  Municipality. 

Detajie amaitra-  44.  As  to  the  necessity  of  effecting  some  form  of  amalgamation  or  com- 
bar  ban  Mnnici-  bination  of  these  Southern  Suburban  Municipalities,  nothing  need  be  added 
jA  'R:- *“rjt  no  to  what  has  already  been  stated  in  the  Majority  Report  of  your  Commissioners 
and  in  this  Report.  In  recommending  the  formation  of  a  Peninsula  Muni¬ 
cipality,  to  include  these  areas,  it  also  appears  superfluous  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  minor  details  of  its  constitution,  these  details  being  in  my 
opinion  simple  and  presenting  none  of  the  difficulties  that  have  been  shewn 
to  be  connected  with  an  amalgamation  that  would  include  Cape  Town,  and 
they  may,  therefore,  be  left  out  of  consideration.  Indeed,  these  Southern 
Suburban  Municipalities  being  at  present  constituted  under  the  Municipal 
Act  of  1882,  it  would  I  think  be  possible,  even  without  fresh  legislation,  to 
dissolve  them  and  to  reconstitute  them  a  Combined  Municipality  under  tha 
Act.  A  special  Act  of  Incorporation  would,  however,  for  several  reasons,  be 
desirable. 
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45.  There  is  no  question  as  to  the  general  trend  of  public  opinion  being  in°fpa‘"™“ 

already  strongly  in  favour  of  some  form  of  combination  of  these  Municipalities,  "tii^“eons,Ich  ama1' 
and,  indeed,  so  far  as  those  of  Mowbray,  Rondebosch  and  Claremont  are  con-  Ortiin  of  these 
cerned,  they  are  already  drawing  together  and  co-operating  in  a  number  of  Combining 
directions,  as,  for  example,  in  water,  lighting,  drainage,  uniformity  of  Muni- ln  maDy  matteis- 
cipal  Regulations  and  the  like.  So  much  is  this  the  case  that  I  have  no  doubt 

that  little  opposition  would  be  raised  by  anyone  to  the  immediate  amalgama¬ 
tion  of  these  three  Municipalities  under  the  provisions  of  the  “  Municipal 
Act,  18S2  ” 

With  regard,  however,  to  Wynberg,  the  position  is  not  quite  so  decided,  ber^not0 »o °de^deT. 
but,  speaking  generally,  1  am  of  opinion  that  the  majority  of  ratepayers  and 
the  public  would  welcome  its  inclusion  in  such  an  amalgamation,  although  it 
is  nearly  certain  that  a  small  section  would  oppose  it  for  interested  reasons. 

That  Wynberg  should  be  included  in  such  a  Peninsula  Municipality  admits 
of  little  doubt. 

46.  It  may  be  here  pointed  out  that  the  areas  of  these  four  Municipalities,  jrhe 
which  were  originally  each  under  a  Village  Management  Board  established 
under  the  Act  29  of  1881,  were  in  1883  brought  together  as  the  Municipality 

of  Liesbeek,  constituted  under  the  Municipal  Act  of  1882,  then  just  brought 
into  operation.  Three  years  later,  however,  this  Municipality  was  dissolved 
and  the  area  split  up  into  the  three  separate  Municipalities  of  Rondebosch, 

Claremont  and  Wynberg,  also  constituted  under  the  said  Act ;  and,  again, 
still  later,  in  1890,  Rondebosch  was  divided  into  the  separate  Municipalities 
of  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray.  (Mr.  Henry  Beard,  questions  10061-64  and 
10128-3]  ;  Mr.  W.  P.  Schreiner,  questions  12783-4). 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  abolition  of  the  Liesbeek  Municipality  Ils  abolition  gene- 
was  a  very  retrograde  step,  a  fact  to  which  a  number  of  the  witnesses  heard  rally  rssreUed- 
by  your  Commissioners  bore  evidence.  The  motive  of  this  disintegration 
was  not  the  improvement  of  Municipal  Government,  but  was  partly  the 
result  of  inter-parochial  jealousies,  and  was  partly  connected  with  the 
formation  of  a  water  scheme  which,  on  the  disappearance  of  the  Liesbeek 
Municipality,  eventuated  in  the  formation  of  the  Suburban  Waterworks 
Company,  an  undertaking  which  has  since  been  taken  over  in  combination 
by  the  Municipalities  of  Woodstock,  Mowbray,  Rondebosch  and  Claremont, 
thus  eventually  becoming  a  bond  between  those  bodies  which  it  originally 
helped  to  sunder. 

47.  As  to  Woodstock,  the  matter  is  less  simple  of  decision.  That  it  is  Portion  of  w0o<i- 
urgently  necessarv  that  this  area  be  brought  under  a  strong  and  qualified  ™tfon“nd 
authority  is  certain.  Equally  certain  is  it  that  the  area  cannot  satisfactorily 

be  allowed  to  remain  an  isolated  unit  between  the  two  large  Corporations  of 
Cape  Town  and  the  proposed  Peninsula  Municipality,  however  much  the 
Council  may  claim  to  “stand  alone.”  (Mr.  W.  E.  Moore,  Question  5301). 

On  the  other  hand,  the  municipal  interests  of  Woodstock  lie  partly  with 
Cape  Town  and  partly  with  the  Southern  Suburban  Municipalities.  That 
portion  known  as  District  No.  1,  which  is  the  old  original  Woodstock,  and  Di*tri.t  n«.  i. 
which  includes  about  780  acres  of  tbe  total  area  of  1,609  acres  of  the  Munici¬ 
pality,  and  has  15,000  inhabitants  out  of  the  total  population  of  25,000 
persons,  ascertained  at  the  rough  Census  taken  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Commission  in  July,  1902,  should  fall  within  the  sphere  of  the  City,  by  reason 
alike  of  its  position  and  topographical  features,  its  watershed,  its  industrial 
character,  its  practical  similarity  to  Cape  Town,  and  also  on  account  of 
difficulties  which  have  been  shewn  in  evidence  to  exist  in  connection  with 
the  present  boundary  between  it  and  Cape  Town.  It  may  be  here  added 
that  it  is  probable  that  the  sewage  of  this  portion  of  the  Municipality  could 
be  disposed  of  to  the  best  advantage  in  the  Cape  Town  sewers,  any  necessary 

D  2 


20 


lifting  being  effected  by  the  existing  Shone  Installation  of  Cape  Town. 
It  is  true  that  the  capacity  of  the  Cape  Town  Main  Intercepting  Sewer 
has  only  been  designed  to  meet  the  prospective  needs  of 
the  present  area 'of  the  City,  yet  it  is  probable  that  the  Cape  Town  scheme 
would  prove  sufficiently  elastic  to  serve  this  additional  area.  (Questions  9172, 
9174  and  9177).  It  may  be  added  that  a  portion  of  this  District  is  already 
suppied  with  water  by  Cape  Town. 


Dirtxiel  No.  2.  48.  With  regard,  however,  to  the  portion  of  the  Woodstock  Municipality 

known  as  District  No.  2,  or  Observatory,  and  which  was  only  included  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Municipality  in  1897,  this  falls  naturally  within  the 
scope  of  the  proposed  Peninsula  Municipality,  with  which  it  is,  by  every 
community  of  interest,  connected. 


Possible  objections 
to  the  sub-division 
of  Woodstock. 


49.  It  will  no  doubt  happen  that  considerable  objection  will  be  offered 
by  the  Municipality  of  Woodstock  to  this  suggested  partition  of  its  area  and  the 
inclusion  of  the  two  portions  in  two  different  municipal  bodies.  Such  objection 
would,  however,  be  purely  a  sentimental  one,  for,  as  has  just  been  said,  these 
two  portions  have  only  within  recent  years  been  united.  However,  should 
the  opposition  to  the  division  be  so  great  as  to  jeopardise  the  accomplishment 
of  the  main  scheme  of  the  formation  of  the  Peninsula  Municipality,  then  the 
question  arises  of  the  advisability  of  throwing  the  whole  of  the  existing  area 
of  the  Woodstock  Municipality  either  into  the  Peninsula  Municipality  or  into 
the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town.  As  to  which  of  these  two  alternatives 
would,  in  this  event,  be  preferable  I  am  not  prepared,  with  the  evidence 
available,  to  offer  a  decided  opinion,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
inclusion  of  the  whole  area  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Peninsula  Munici¬ 
pality  would  be  found  to  be  the  better  of  the  two. 


Lhapofm)  of  assets 
and  liabilities  of 
Woodstock 


50.  In  connection  with  such  a  division  of  the  Woodstock  area,  it  would 
become  necessary  to  deal  with  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Woodstock 
Municipality  at  the  time  of  division,  but  I  do  not  contemplate  that  any 
difficulty  would  be  experienced  in  this  respect.  The  present  Loan 
Indebtedness  of  the  Municipality  amounts  to  <£124,723,  of  which  £20,000 
represent  the  debentures  issued  in  connection  with  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
Water  scheme,  and  £56,723,  the  quarter  share  of  the  cost  of  the  Suburban 
Waterworks,  in  which  undertaking  Woodstock  is  a  fourth  partner  with  the 
Municipalities  of  Mowbray,  Rondeboseh  and  Claremont.  Against  these 
liabilities,  however,  the  Municipality  has  ample  assets,  consisting  not  only  of 
its  share  in  the  Suburban  Waterworks  and  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek  property, 
but  also  of  the  Town  Hall  and  of  certain  waste  lands,  some  purchased  by  the 
Municipality  years  ago,  and  some  vested  in  the  Council  by  the  Act  No.  13  of 
1893,  all  of  which  have  since  become  of  very  great  value  ;  (*)  so  that  a 
valuation  of  the  assets  and  liabilities  would  probably  shew  a  large  balance  to 
the  credit  of  the  Municipality.  For  the  purpose  of  this  division,  however, 
the  valuation  should  be  made,  as  far  as  possible,  on  the  basis  of  the  actual 
costs  of  the  assets  to  the  the  Municipality,  plus  any  sums  expended  on  them 
in  improvements ;  thus,  for  example,  the  Municipal  indebtedness  in  regard 
to  such  matters  as  the  Suburban  Waterworks  and  the  Oliphant’s  Hoek 
property  would  practically  represent  the  value  to  be  assigned  to  those  assets. 
Any  balance  of  assets  over  liabilities  could  probably  be  most  fairly  appor¬ 
tioned  to  the  two  portions  of  the  divided  Municipality  on  the  principle  of  the 
rateable  value  of  the  two  Districts. 

This,  however,  would  only  be  a  financial  adjustment,  for  with  regard 
to  the  actual  disposal  of  these  assets,  this  would  have  to  be  carried  out  so 


(*)  All  of  these  lands  are  in  District  No.  1.  Those  vested  under  the  Act  No.  13  of  1893  may  be  sold 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Governor,  and  some  of  them  have  already  been  so  alienated.  Of  those  purchased 
by  the  Council  (for  £260)  a  portion  was  sold  in  1900  for  £15,989.  See  evidence,  Mr.  W.  E.  Moore, 
Questions  3307 — 17  and  3430. 
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that  the  different  assets  are  assigned  to  the  Municipality  to  which 
they  are  individually  of  special  importance ;  thus,  the  share  in  the 
Suburban  Waterworks  would  naturally  be  assigned  to  the  Peninsula 
Municipality  :  the  Town  House  and  Municipal  lands,  which  are  situated  in 
District  1,  would  fall  to  the  Cape  Town  Municipality,  while  the  Oliphant’s 
Hoek  property  would  be  taken  over  by  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  or  the 
Water  Board,  whichever  may  be  entrusted  with  the  carrying  out  of  the 
Water  Augmentation  Scheme  for  the  Peninsula  ;  the  necessary  financial 
adjustment  being  made  in  respect  thereof. 

51.  The  Suburban  Municipality  thus  to  be  formed  would  consist  of  an 
area  of  about  11,450  acres,  and  would  have  an  extent — somewhat  excessive, 
it  is  true — from  Woodstock  to  Wynberg  of  about  84  miles,  its  width  being 
the  same  as  that  of  the  present  Municipalities  ;  it  would  carry  a  population 
of  a  little  over  65,000  persons  and  have  a  ratable  value  (1902)  of  about  Six 
Millions ;  it  would  enjoy  an  ordinary  revenue,  of  the  present  value,  of 
about  <£55,000  ppr  annum,  and  would  possess  a  total  Loan  indebtedness  of 
about  £450,000 — including  the  whole  of  Woodstock’s  share  of  the  indebted¬ 
ness  in  respect  of  the  Suburban  Waterworks. 

52.  The  group  of  Municipalities  going  to  form  this  amalgamation  are 
upon  a  footing  of  practical  equality.  In  their  topography  and  watershed ;  (*) 
their  area  and  the  density  of  their  population ;  their  residential 
characters ;  their  age,  traditions,  and  stage  of  municipal  develop¬ 
ment;  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  present  municipal  opera¬ 
tions  and  of  their  more  pressing  needs  ;  their  rateable  value ;  their 
annual  revenue  and  expenditure  and  the  extent  of  their  assets  and 
liabilities  ;  in  all  of  these  respects  the  differences  between  them  are  unim¬ 
portant,  while  such  differences  as  do  exist  are  distributed  over  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  group,  no  one  member  departing  in  more  than  one  or  two  of  the 
above  respects  from  the  general  average.  It,  therefore,  follows  that  none  of 
the  elaborate  and  unsatisfactory  financial  and  other  adjustments  that  would 
be  involved  in  the  scheme  of  amalgamation  with  Cape  Town  are  necessary 
in  the  case  of  the  Suburban  Municipality  now  proposed. 

53.  This  will  be  the  more  easily  seen  from  the  accompanying  Table  VI., 
shewing  the  relative  position  of  the  combining  Municipalities,  taken  during 
the  year  1902,  in  regard  to  some  of  the  abovementioned  matters.  In  the 
case  of  Woodstock,  however,  the  requisite  information  is  not  available 
separately  for  each  of  its  two  constituent  Districts,  the  figures  given  are, 
therefore,  those  relating  to  the  whole  of  the  Municipality,  but  any  difference 
between  Woodstock  and  the  other  Municipalities  is  chiefly  due  to  the  influence 
of  District  No.  1,  which  is  much  more  densely  inhabited,  having  a  popula¬ 
tion  per  acre  of  19  as  against  12  in  District  No.  2,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
has  a  higher  rateable  value  and  a  larger  ordinary  revenue. 


(*)  The  importance  of  this  circumstance  and  the  close  community  of  interest  of  these  Municipalities  is 
exemplified  in  the  provisions  of  tho  Liesbeek  River  Protection  Ordinance,  No.  6  of  1862,  and  of  the  Act  No. 
32  of  1893,  “to  make  better  provision  for  the  Drainage  of  the  Municipalities  of  Wynberg,  Claremont, 
Rondebosch  and  Mowbray.” 


Area  and  other 
data  of  the  proposed 
Peninsula  Munici¬ 
pality. 


Municipalities 
forming  it  are  all  on 
a  footing  *  f  equality. 


Shewn  by  a  com¬ 
parison  of  their 
Municipal  circurn- 
atances. 
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54.  But  the  most  important  respect  in  which  these  Municipalities  are  on  a  anty  of  their  most 

footing  of  equality  is  in  the  identity  of  their  municipal  requirements ;  in  drainage  M  u  n  ’  ‘ 

and  sewerage,  in  water,  in  lighting,  in  roads,  in  fire  brigades  and  in  public 

health  matters  their  interests  are  the  same,  and  can  by  combination  alone  be 
properly  served.  Indeed,  some  of  them,  such  as  those  of  sewerage  and  of 
water  supply,  cannot  be  effected  without  combination.  k 

55.  With  regard  toboth  of  these  matters,  it  will  be  seen  from  the  evidence  equally  concerned, 
tendered  on  behalf  of  the  Wynberg  Council,  that  it  is  claimed  for  that 
Municipality  that  no  need  exists  for  it  to  combine  with  the  remaining 
Southern  Municipalities  in  dealing  with  either  sewerage  or  water  supply. 

In  my  opinion,  however,  this  is  not  the  case. 

56.  It  is  true  that  the  Wynberg  Municipality  has  already  entered  upon 
the  construction  of  a  system  of  sewerage,  but  the  evidence  is  far  from  con¬ 
clusive  as  to  this  scheme  being  the  best  devisable,  and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  by  combination  with  the  other  Municipalities  a  better  scheme  could  be 
designed  and  carried  out.  I  fully  concur  in  the  views  expressed  in  this 
matter  by  my  colleagues  in  their  Report. 


57.  Also  in  respect  of  water  supply  the  Wynberg  Municipality  cannot  wynberg  water 
be  considered  to  be  without  obligations  to  the  other  Municipalities,  for  it 

is  the  possessor  of  a  valuable  catchment  area  on  Table  Mountain,  the  supply 
from  which  is  far  beyond  the  needs  and  the  resources  of  the  Municipality. 

Part  of  this  area  was  Crown  Land  and  was  granted  to  the  Municipality 
under  the  Act  No.  34  of  1887,  and  part,  known  as  the  Orange  Kloof  Farm, 
was  expropriated  by  the  Council  under  the  specific  provisions  of  the  same 
Act. 

With  regard,  however,  to  the  water  supplies  thus  obtained,  certain  mo^h\™deCbsaerh'- 
rights  were  reserved  by  the  Act  to  the  Municipal  Councils  of  Claremont  and  water fro°mwyynbeig 
Rondebosch  (the  latter  at  that  time  including  Mowbray),  under  which  they  catehment areas- 
were  entitled  to  claim  a  share,  amounting  respectively  to  two-eighths  and 
three- e;ghths, — -the  remaining  three-eighths  being  left  to  Wynberg, — of 
“  all  such  water  secured  and  obtained  or  to  be  secured  and  obtained  by 
Wynberg  under  the  said  Act.”  This  right  had,  however,  to  be  exercised 
within  twelve  weeks  from  the  date  of  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  it  was  not  exercised,  so  that  at  the  present  day  the  whole  of  this 
water  supply  legally  belongs  to  the  Municipality  of  Wynberg.  Morally, 
however,  it  would  appear  that  the  right  to  a  share  of  this  water  of  the 
Municipalities  of  Claremont,  Rondebosch  and  Mowbray  remains,  for  at  the 
present  moment  the  Municipality  of  Wynberg  neither  requires  nor  possesses 
the  means  of  impounding  the  water  now  running  to  waste. 

1  °  w  Urgent  need  of  an 

58.  The  importance  of  this  matter  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  condition  of  Supply  for  southern 
the  Municipalities  of  Claremont,  Rondebosch,  Mowbray  and  Woodstock,*"'"* 
together  with,  it  may  be  added,  certain  other  areas,  such  as  Maitland,  which 

are  at  present  dependent  upon  the  Suburban  Waterworks  for  their  water 
supplies,  is  extremely  unsatisfactory ;  for  the  supply  is  even  now  entirely 
inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  community  during  the  Summer  months,  and 
although  it  will  receive  some  augmentation  when  the  reservoir,  at  present 
under  construction  at  Newlands,  is  completed,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  before  any  Augmentation  Scheme  of  water  supply  to  the  Peninsula  can 
be  brought  into  operation,  the  condition  cf  this  area  will  be  most  unfortunate. 


59.  Any  possible  means,  therefore,  of  adding  to  that  supply  pending  no  reasonable 
the  completion  of  an  Augmentation  Scheme  for  the  Peninsula,  becomes  of  the  neglected  °for  in6 
greatest  importance,  and  in  this  connection  I  need  only  refer  to  the  valuable  pending  comp"Jt?on 
evidence  given  to  the  Commission  by  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  the  Hydraulic  tat?oT^eme8me"' 
Expert,  which  will  be  found  printed  under  Questions  12999  to  13020,  and 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Stewart  is  of  opinion  that  any  instalment 
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of  the  supply  under  a  General  Augmentation  Scheme  could  not  be  expected 
within  a  period  of  four  years.  In  the  meanwhile,  these  Municipalities  will 
have  to  be  placed  on  short  supply,  and  he  is  of  opinion  this  might  be  obviated 
if.  pending  the  water  from  the  general  scheme  becoming  available,  steps  be 
taken  to  utilise  the  water,  amounting  to  2,500,000  gallons  per  diem,  obtainable 
from  the  Orange  Kloof  catchment  area,  and  now  running  to  waste.  Asked 
whether  (Question  13008)  if  the  water  supply  of  the  immediate  future  of 
the  Peninsula  is  a  matter  of  urgency,  he  would  advise  that  the  utilisation  of 
this  source  of  supply  should  be  taken  in  hand,  with  a  view  to  the  augmenting 
the  present  supply,  preparatory  to  getting  the  larger  augmentation  scheme 
through,  he  replied,  “  That  is  a  matter  of  policy  for  the  Wynberg 
Municipality,  to  whom  I  am  Engineer.  Of  course,  it  is  perfectly  clear  to 
you  from  my  evidence  that  the  water  is  available,  but  it  is  rather  difficult 
for  me  to  recommend  that  Wynberg  should  give  up  that  source  of  water 
supply  if  they  do  not  care  to  do  so.”  And  on  being  further  asked  (Question 
13009)  whether,  putting  that  aspect  of  the  question  altogether  aside,  and  as 
an  independent  opinion,  and  looking  at  the  needs  of  the  Peninsula  as  a 
whole,  he  would  be  prepared  to  say  that  in  his  opinion  available  water 
should  be  brought  into  general  supply,  he  replied,  “  I  consider  that  unless 
the  Peninsula  is  prepared  to  put  up  with  a  short  supply  it  is  desirable  to 
utilise  the  water  from  that  source.” 

This,  then,  would  be  one  of  the  first  and  most  important  of  the  questions 
with  which  the  proposed  Suburban  Municipality  would  have  to  deal. 

GO.  With  regard  tothedetails  of  the  constitution  of  this  proposed  Peninsula 
Municipality,  I  have  already  stated  that  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  particu¬ 
larly  define  these  at  the  present  stage,  as  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  can  be  best 
left  for  settlement  as  soon  as  the  principle  of  amalgamation  has  been  accepted 
by  the  people.  I  may,  however,  here  state  that,  broadly  speaking,  I  do  not  think 
there  will  be  found  to  be  any  necessity  for  its  division  into  separate  Wards, 
or  for  the  establishment  of  District  Councils  or  Committees.  As  to  the 
Ward  System,  while  something  may  be  said  in  its  favour,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  balance  of  experience  is  against  it.  Certainly  so  far  as  my  personal 
knowledge  enables  me  to  judge,  its  drawbacks  are  greater  than  its  advantages, 
As  to  the  benefits  of  District  Councils  or  Committees,  Ihey,  also,  in  my 
opinion  are  more  theoretical  and  sentimental  than  practical,  and  I  would 
strongly  advise  that  the  Municipality,  if  formed,  should  be  constituted  a 
solid  entity,  administering  all  matters  alike  impartially  throughout  all  portions 
of  its  District,  the  seat  of  such  administration  being  situated  as  near  the 
centre  of  the  area  as  conveniently  possible. 

6 1 .  The  number  of  Councillors  at  present  elected  for  these  Municipali¬ 
ties  are  for  Wynberg,  Claremout,  and  Mowbray,  nine  each,  for  Rondebosch 
six,  and  for  Woodstock  twelve,  or  a  total  of  forty-five.  This  number,  how¬ 
ever,  would  be  far  in  excess  of  the  needs  of  the  proposed  Municipality,  and 
T  would  suggest  that  the  number  of  Councillors  should  not  exceed  twenty- 
four,  who  should  be  elected  at  large. 


Amalgamation  of  Sea  Point  with  Cape  Town. 

G2.  With  regard  to  my  second  recommendation,  that  the  Municipality 
of  Green  and  Sea  Point  and  District  No.  1  of  the  Woodstock  Municipality 
should  be  included  within  the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town,  with  the  latter 
point  I  have  already  dealt.  As  regards  the  inclusion  of  the  Municipality 
of  Green  and  Sea  Point,  this  step  is  in  my  opinion  most  desirable,  although 
I  doubt  whether  the  Sea  Point  Council  or,  indeed,  the  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  will  concur  in  the  proposal,  owing  to  the  probability  that  it  would 
result  in  the  levying  of  an  increased  rate  on  Sea  Point  property  compared 


25 


with  that  now  raised.  Probably  less  opposition  would  be  made  to  its 
amalgamation  with  Cape  Town,  if  the  ratepayers  were  sure  that 
the  Ward  System  would  not  be  introduced,  and  Sea  Point  reduced  to  the 
position  of  forming  a  mere  ward  of  the  Municipality. 

63.  That  the  existence  of  the  Green  and  Sea  Point  Municipality  WJHSi 
has  no  raison  d’etre  can  hardly  be  doubted.  With  the  exception  p^ltTPoinfc  SIuniei- 
of  that  portion  abutting  on  the  sea  shore,  it  is  completely  surrounded 

by  the  Municipality  of  Cape  Town,  and  a  great  portion  of  its  main 
road,  with  the  commonage,  belongs  to  the  same  Municipality.  It 
thus  results  that  the  Sea  Point  Council  are  considerably  hampered 
in  their  Municipal  work,  and  this  is  especially  seen  in  the  case  of 
such  matters  as  the  disposal  of  refuse,  which  at  the  present  time  has 
to  be  got  rid  of  by  tipping  into  the  sea,  at  the  risk  of  considerable  nuisance 
on  the  foreshore.  Thus  also  a  system  of  electric  lighting  is  unobtainable, 
although  the  Cape  Town  supply  is  close  at  hand  ;  the  water  supply  and  its 
distribution  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Cape  Town ;  it  possesses  no  wash¬ 
houses,  markets,  slaughterhouses  nor  infectious  diseases  isolation  accommo¬ 
dation,  and,  in  fact,  it  is  largely  dependent  upon  the  Cape  Town  Municipality 
for  the  fulfilment  of  many  of  its  Municipal  requirements.  The  inclusion  of 
the  Municipality  of  Green  and  Sea  Point  in  the  Cape  Town  Municipality 
would  require  no  financial  adjustments,  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the 
former  being  simply  taken  over  as  they  stand  by  the  Cape  Town  Munici¬ 
pality,  Green  and  Sea  Point  at  once  becoming  an  integral  part  of  the  City, 
sharing  equally  its  rights  and  responsibilities.  A  proportionate  increase  in 
the  number  of  the  Cape  Town  Councillors  would  be  necessary. 

General  Water  Augmentation  Scheme  for  Peninsula. 

64.  With  reference  to  the  question  of  obtaining  an  increased  supply  of ,  urgent  moeuity 
water  for  the  Peninsula,  to  meet  its  present  and  future  requirements,  it  is  fencing  a  general 
not  necessary  for  me  to  add  much  to  what  I  have  already  said  in  Paragraph  “heme  for  r™n- 
43,  Clause  ( c ).  The  urgent  need  that  exists  for  promptly  deciding  upon  and 

taking  in  hand  a  large  Water  Augmentation  Scheme  for  the  Peninsula  has 
been  fully  dealt  with  in  the  Report  of  my  colleagues,  and  in  what  is  there 
said  I  entirely  conour,  except  that  I  would  even  more  strongly  express  my 
opinion  as  to  the  urgency  of  the  matter  and  the  necessity  for  losing  no  time 
in  commencing  the  undertaking.  I  foresee,  indeed,  that  if  the  population 
continues  to  increase  in  the  future  at  the  same  rate  as  it  has  done  in  the  past, 
the  period  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Suburban  Municipalities  will  be  in 
severe  straits  for  water.  This  difficulty  is  already  acutely  felt  in  many  parts 
of  the  Peninsula,  as  in  Maitland.  Moreover,  until  an  increased  supply  is 
available,  the  adoption  of  a  complete  Water  Carriage  System  of  Sewerage  in 
the  Southern  Suburbs  cannot  be  effected. 

It  is  thus  clear  that  the  taking  of  the  steps  necessary  for  deciding  upon  on8hc^pi?tiouwaof 
and  making  a  commencement  with  a  suitable  and  sufficient  Augmentation 
Scheme,  cannot  be  left  to  await  the  completion  of  any  project  of  Municipal 
Amalgamation,  which,  even  if  promptly  receiving  the  sanction  of  Public 
Opinion,  must  take  some  considerable  time  to  effect,  and  it  is,  therefore  satis¬ 
factory  to  know  that,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Thorne,  in  his  evidence  tendered  to 
the  Commission,  the  Cape  Town  Council  are  at  present  engaged  in  enquiring 
into  the  merits  of  different  possible  schemes. 

66.  The  evidence  furnished  to  the  Commission  goes  to  shew  that  the  Cape  pa^|et0T^d,rulki 
Town  Municipality  is  in  a  position  and  is  prepared  to  undertake  and  carry  it,elf 

through  a  suitable  scheme,  and  that  the  other  municipal  bodies  would  concur 

in  this  arrangement. 

[G.  21—1902.]  * 
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On  the  other  hand,  there  is  evidence  that  Cape  Town  would  be  prepared, 
if  necessary,  to  co-operate  with  those  bodies  on  a  joint  representative  Water 
Board  or  Authority  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  the  Peninsula  an  adequate 
supply,  to  be  delivered  in  bulk  to  the  several  Municipalities.  Although  I 
am  inclined  to  favour  the  first  mentioned  of  these  arrangements,  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  of  great  moment  which  is  adopted,  provided  that  unnecessary 
delay  in  commencing  the  undertaking  is  prevented.  If  the  Cape  Town 
Municipality  carries  out  the  work  on  behalf  of  itself  and  the  Suburbs,  then, 
of  course,  the  necessary  enabling  Act  must  secure  to  the  Suburbs  an  adequate 
supply,  in  bulk,  at  fair  rates ;  at  the  same  time  requiring  that  a  minimum 
annual  sum  shall  be  contributed  by  them.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  a  Joint 
Board  be  established  with  representatives  from  the  Cape  Town  and  Peninsula 
Municipalities,  these  Municipalities  making  themselves  jointly  liable  for  the 
financial  stability  of  the  undertaking,  this  Board  would  supply  in  bulk  to 
the  participating  Municipalities  at  rates  to  be  fixed  by  it. 

66.  The  necessity  for  not  in  any  way  interfering  with  existing  water¬ 
works  has  already  been  demonstrated  in  this  Report,  but  attention  may  be 
here  directed  to  the  advisability  of  supplying  water  in  bulk  to  the  Munici¬ 
palities,  leaving  it  to  them  to  distribute  it  in  the  areas  under  their 
jurisdiction,  and  to  levy  and  collect  a  water  rate  from  the  consumer.  In 
favour  of  this  principle,  evidence  has  been  tendered  to  the  Commission  by 
such  competent  witnesses  as  Mr.  Thomas  Ball  (Questions  11659-68),  Mr. 
William  Thorne  (Question  13870),  Mr,  W.  P.  Schreiner  (Question  12786), 
Mr.  Wynne  Roberts  (Questions  8766  and  9118),  Mr.  George  Smart  (Ques¬ 
tions  12434-38),  Mr.  James  Wyllie  (Questions  13968-72),  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Stewart  (Questions  13040-51). 


Future  of  Maitland  Municipality . 

67.  With  regard  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Maitland  Municipality  from  any 
present  amalgamation,  I  can  see  no  grounds  whatever  for  combining  this 
Municipality  in  any  proposed  scheme.  On  the  contrary,  in  my  opinion  there 
are  weighty  reasons  why  it  should  not  at  present  be  included.  It  lies  quite 
out  of  the  sphere  of  operations  of  either  the  Cape  Town  Municipality  or  of 
the  Southern  Suburban  Municipalities ;  its  only  practical  approach  being 
across  the  Railway  Line  and  the  Salt  River  Mouth.  Moreover,  this  Munici¬ 
pality,  which  has  only  just  been  established,  will  have  plenty  of  scope  for  its 
municipal  efforts,  not  only  within  its  present  area  but  in  areas  extending  far 
beyond  its  present  boundaries,  which  are  rapidly  becoming  urbanised,  and 
must  require  close  attention  in  the  future,  but  which  lie  quite  beyond  the 
reach  of  any  Peninsula  Municipality.  The  Maitland  Municipality  should, 
however,  participate  in  the  benefits  of  any  Water  Augmentation  Scheme  for 
the  Peninsula.' 


CONCLUSION. 

68.  In  concluding  this  Report  I  desire  again  to  express  my  regret  at 
having  been  constrained  to  differ  from  my  colleagues  in  those  fundamental 
recommendations  which  I  have  dealt  with  in  this  Report,  but  apart  from 
these  differences  of  opinion,  I  unhesitatingly  concur  in  the  views  expressed 
by  my  colleagues  on  the  many  other  matters  dealt  with  in  their  Report,  and 
more  especially  am  I  in  entire  accord  with  them  on  the  subject  .of  the 
inadvisability  of  establishing  a  Central  Board  or  Board  of  Works  over  the 
Peninsula  Municipalities,  and  also  with  their  recommendations  in  regard  to 


27 


the  re-construction  of  the  Cape  Divisional  Council,  which  recommendation 
will,  mutatis  mutandis ,  apply,  if  the  scheme  of  a  Peninsula  Municipality, 
which  I  have  above  sketched  out,  finds  embodiment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Excellency’s 

Most  obedient  Servant, 

A.  JOHN  GREGORY. 


Cape  Town, 

21st  February,  1903, 
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